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falsely called Antinomians, than there was over
the whole body of self-righteous pharisees. When
the poor woman went into Simon’s house to wash
Christ’'s feet, wipe them with the hairs of her
head, and anoint him with ointment, Simon the
pharisee began to think Christ was an Antino-
mian, and tosuspect him as a deceiver; for, said
he ““ This man, if he were a prophet, would bave
known who and what woman this is that toucheth
him, for she is a sinner.” But Jesus endured
the reproach rather than be ashamed of this poor
sin-sick soul, and said to her, ¢ thy sins are for-
given,” ‘““go in peace.” When Christ opened
the eyes of the man born blind, the pharisees
immediately declared, he was not of God, and
said, ‘“ we know this man (Christ) i1s a sinner.”
But Jesus passed through the reproach, not
being ashamed to acknowledge the man born
blind, as an cbject of his eternal love, and reveals
himself unto him. The constant cry of the
pharisees concerning Christ was, ‘“ he hath a
devil, and is mad;” and their scheme was,
¢ that if any man confessed that he was Christ,
he should be put out of the synagogue,” John
ix. 22. And the cry of the pharisees now con-
cerning the followers of Christ, who love a
finished salvation in preference to human merit,
who Iove imputed righteousness in preference to
common morality, and who love the strength of
Christ’s Spirit in preference to their own, that
they are ¢ devils and madmen,”” ¢ Antinomians and
bigots,” ‘‘ narrow-minded and dangerous.”” The
scheme of the pharisees now is the same as it
was in Christ’s day. If any man confesses Christ
in the sovereiguty of his love, the efficacy of his



