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Avmos III. 6.

v Shall there be evi] in a city, and the
Lord hath not done it ?

moment’s refle&tion, that the fo-

lemnities of this day can neither

be pleafing to God, nor profitable

to ourfelves, if they are not accompanied
with fuch repentance as fhall have an influ-
ence on our future tempers and condué. It
is the duty, therefore, of thofe who take the
lead in thefe fervices, to do their utmoft,
with the blefling of God, to perfuade men
to repent in earneft of their fins, and heartily
fet about a reformation of their lives, But
thefe objeGs arc not to be attained, unlefs
we really feel the miferies which have be-
fallen us, clearly perceive the hand of God
in them, and are deeply fenfible that our fins
are the caufe of them. ‘There is evil, great
B evil,

?*M T muft ftrike every man, upon a
x 1
BN



{21
evil, in the Britith Empire—~—God hath dono
it=-and our fins have provoked him to do it,
To prove thefe truths beyond a doubt, and
thereby to awaken you and myfelf to our
duty, ere it be too late, is what I have now
in view. And may God of his mercy crown
the attempt with faccefs!

Thefe were the points, which in regard
of Judah and Ifrael, the prophet Amos
meant to eftablith in the text and context.

¢ Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord
hath not done it ?”

They now fuffered great miferies, and
they had ftill greater in profpe&t. ¢ The
God of heaven had given them cleannefs of
teeth in all their cities, and want of bread
in all their places. He had withholden
rain from them, when there were yet three
months to the harveft, He had {mitten
them with blafting and mildew : when their
gardens, and their vineyards, and their hg-
trees, and their olive trees increafed, the
palmer worm had devoured them. He had
fent among them the pefiilence after the
manner of Egypt: their young men he had
{lain with the fword, and had taken their
horfes, and had made the ftink of their

camps
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cumps to come up into their noftrils.” (4)
—Thefe calamities were quickly to be fol-
lowed with a tremendous earthquake, and
with the invafion of an enraged adverfary,
who was to eompafs theit land round about,
bring down their firength from them, and
fpoil their palaces. (4) So the ten tribes
were to be carried into captivity by the Af-
fyrians, and totally difperfed. And in 2
courfe of time the Jews were to be led away
captive to Babylon, and remain there feventy
years.

Now all this evil the Lord did. A fo-
lemn truth this, and a truth which, cir-
cumftanced as thefe people were, nothing
but the moft extravagant infidelity could
difpute. It is, however, affirmed over and
over again, and in a great varicty of ways.
¢ Thus will 1 po unto thee, O Ifracl: and
becaufe 1 wiLL Do this unto thee; prepare
to meet thy God, O IHrael.” (¢) And the
more deeply to imprefs their minds with
the idea of the influence of Divine Provi-
dence in thefe calamities, the prophet par-
ticularly recalls their attention to one re-
markable fa&, < that God had caufed it

B 2 to

(a) Chap. iv. 6, 7, 9, 10.
(&) Chap. i, 3. Chap, iii. 211.  (¢) Chap. Iv. 12
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to rain upon one city, and not upon-

another.” (d)

Bat what was the moral caufe of thefe
evils ? It was their guilt. This, if not di~
rectly exprefled in the text, is yet particu-
latly amrmed, and largely commented upon
in the context. *¢ You only have I known
of all the families of the earth: thercfore
1 will punifh you for all your iniquities.” (¢)
—~—Avarice and oppreffion, intemperance and
luxury, irreligion and profanenefs, accom-
panied with the moft fhameful diffipation
and infenfibility, were the reigning vices of
the times. ¢ They turned judgment to
warmweod, and left ofi righteoufnefs in the
earth. They afllicted the juft, took a bribe,
and turned afide the poor in the gate.” (f)
“ They ftored up vielence and robbery in
their palaces.” (g) By fornication, inceft,
and adultery they profaned the holy name of
their God. (h) They were guilty of the
groffeft idolatry, and yet dared to faerifice
to the Lord. (/) ¢ They defpifed his law
and kept not his commandments.” (&)
* They hated him that rebuked them, and

abhorred

(d) Chap.iv. 7. (¢) Chap.iii. 2. (f) Chap. v,
7y 12. (g) Chap. iii. 1. (A) Chap.ii. 7. (#) Chap.
v. 225 20, (#) Chap. ii. 4.
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abhorred him that fpake uprightly.” (/) And,

all the while, ¢ they were at eafe in Zion,
and trufted in the mountain of Samaria.” ()
“ They lay wpon beds of ivory, end
ftretched themfelves upon their couches,
and ate the lambs out of the flock, and the
calves out of the midft of the ftall. They
chanted to the found of the viol, and in-
vented to themfelves inftruments of mufick
like David. They drank wine in bowls, and
anointed themfelves with the chief oint-
ments : but they were not grieved for the
affliction of Jofeph.” (#) In a word, ¢ they
put far away the evil day; yea they boldly
faid, the evil fhall not overtake nor pre-
vent us.” (¢)

Such was the diﬂigatcd, immoral, and
profane chara&er of this wretched people.
And fuch were the ealamities which their
accumulated and unrepented guilt drew
down upon them, Woeuld to God there
were no refemblance between their charac-
ter and ours! Would to God we had no
reafon to apprehend the like miferies they
fuffered ! If there be, however, any ground
for the comparifon, it is unqueftienably our

duty,

(/) Chap. v. 10. (m) Chap. vi. 1. (z) Chap. vi.
45 5. 6. (o) Chap. vi. 3. Chap. ix. 10.
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duty; intereft, and wifdom ferioufly to con-
fider thefe three moft important and awake-
ning truths.—There is evil in the Britith
Empire—God hath done it-—Our fins have
provoked him to do it.

FirsT. Great and many are the evils
which have befallen us.

'The truth of this propofition all will ac-
knowledge, though few, it is to be feared,
are duly affeCted with it. Alas! Whilft
moany among us take the utmoft pains, fome
to exaggerate and others to leflen our ca-
lamities, purely with a view to fupport the
political opirtions they have adopted, there is
but one here and there who fo confiders, fo
feels them, as clearly to perceive that they
originate from the juft difpleafure of Al-
mighty God. But, Sirs, the feelings we
with this day to excite are fuch, and fuch
only, as are influenced by confiderations of
humanity and religion. Standing as we now
do in the prefence of the great Governour
of the world, at whofe hands we have been
imploring mercy, we muft difmifs a vain,
frivolous, contentious {pirit, forget the more
immediate inftruments or caufes of our mi-
feries, and be content, by realizing the re-

fentments
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{entments of Heaven againft our fins, to
chaften ourfelves before God.

War, efpecially when kindled within a
nation and among the fubjects of the fame
empire, is ufually followed with the moft
ruinous confequences. It affets all forts of
perfons, from the prince on the throne to
the meaneft peafant, extends its influence to
the remoteft parts of the community, and
infinuates its corrofive and poifonous effects
into all the concerns and enjoyments of life.
It is to the body politick what difeafes are to
the natura} body ; defaces its beauty, waftes
its ftrength, fubdues its vigour, and, if it
proceed to the utmoft lengths, diffolves the
very conftjtution itfelf. Under the frowns
of war the arts and fciences languith, trade
and manufaétures decline, the wealth and
opulence of a people are confumed, and
their weight and influence among neigh-
bouring powers are loft. It obftructs the re-
gular courfe of juftice, throws down the
laws, thofe facred fences of fociety, opens
the avenues to fraud, oppreffion, and ra-
pine, and deftroys that fubordination among
mankind, which is of the laft confequence
to their honour, happinef(s, and fafety.

Government
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Government is an ordinance of God for
the good of men: but war, the kind of war
of which we are here fpeaking, weakens the
{prings of government, and tends to the to-
tal {ubverfion of it. It confounds thofe
diftin¢tions among men which God and na-
ture have eftablithed, wrefts the power from
the hands to which reafon, juftice, and the
confent of the community have entrufted it,
interdi(ts the mutual offices of protection
and obedience between the magiftrate and
the fubje&, and, if it proceed to the extre-
mities to which the lawlefs paﬁions of men
would precipitate it, buries in one common
grave both the honour and authority of the

ftate, and the rights and liberties of the
people.

But the miferies it brings upon indivi-
duals deferve our more particular attention,
in order to excite thofe feelings which are
neceflary to beget national repentance and
humiliation ; the only objeét T have in view
in painting thefe fad {cenes before your eyes.
Intetine broils and animofities interrupt the
triendly intercourfe of fociety, They em-
bitter men’s {pirits towards each other, and
induce an eager wild fiercenefs of manners,
which can f{carce confift with the common

principles
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principles of good nature and benevolence.
They create the moft fullen jealoufies, inve-
terate prejudices, and rancorous refentments.
They fpoil the peace of families, neigh-
bourhoods, and whole provinces. Nay,
what is far worfe, they make horrid inroads
on the facred rights of religion and con-
fcience. The din of war difturbs the filent
Pleafures of devotion ; and good men trem-
ble while they fee religious prejudices
mingling themfelves with political difputes,
and,. which is ftill more thocking, bechold
men on all fides becoming advocates with
God againft each other, and daring to pro-
fane his holy altar with their cruel ana-

themas.

How great a matter does a little fire
kindle! And how deplorable the fight, to
fce the infatuated multitude throwing oil
upon the fpreading flames, amidt all the
attempts of wifdom and humanity to ex-
tinguith them ! When civil difcord arifes to
this height, the fcene is almoft too horrible
to be defcribed. The powers of invention
are now racked to procure the inftruments
of death and deftruction. The ftandard is
ereted on each fide, and thoufands crowd
to it, impelled with all the defperate fury of

revenge, and all the ftubborn confidence of
C vitory.
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vitory. They prepare for battle, and,amidft
the loud peals of thundering artillery, the
difmal clangor of arms, and the fhouts of
oppofing fquadrons, ruth on to the attack.
Death now rides on his pale horfe, hell fol-
lowing with him. The relentlefs fword is
bathed in vengeance. Multitudes are hurried
inftantly into cternity, whilft others with
unavailing fhrieks and groans languith and
expire. The ground is ftained with the
blood of theufands, the plain covered over
with mangled corpfes, and the grave itfelf
well nigh fatiated begins to cry, Itis enough.

Who? O who can forbear to weep amidft
thefe {cenes? Or if our hearts ftill remain
callous,. let us retire from this aceldema,
this field of blood, to the gloomy habita-
tions of the widow and fatherlefs, if indeed
their habitations efcape, and refufe to feel
with them if we can. See the filent tear
trickling down the eyes of helplefs widows
and orphans, or elfe the anguith of the throb-
bing heart forcing the bittereft exclamations
from their lips. See whole families extermin-
ated, the tendereft ties of nature diffolved, the
tair hopes of fucceeding generations extin-
guifhed, the fruits of honeft labour blafted,
and fcarce any thing entailed upon pofterity

but

3
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but poverty and wretchednefs, together with
the hiftory of infernal difcord, brutality, and
revenge, written in letters of blood.

And now, Is this defcription applicable
in any degree to the prefent war? It is.
O may our hearts bleed while we relate the
{ad ftory !—It began in fufpicion and jea-
loufy, gathered ftrength from mifapprehen-
fion and prejudice, and proceeded to rancour
and refentment. It hath drawn forces into
the field, and armaments on the feas of a
magnitude fcarce known to former times.
It hath precipitated infinite numbers of fouls
into an eternal world. It hath reduced the
once happy and flourithing colonies to beg-
gary, and confumed the wealth of the pa-
rent ftate to a degree that affets the feelings
of every individual. It hath created fuch
divifions among us, as have relaxed the
nerves of government, and threatened the
very exiftence of decency order, and fub-
jeCtion. The powers of France and Spain,
perfidious and haughty to a proverb, have
united againft us. Their fleets have infult-
ed our coafts : and, whilft they have igno-
minioufly forborn to fight, they have left
no meafure untried to protract the difpute
to the ruin of thofe whom they would be

Cz2 thought
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thought to fupport, as avell as of this coun-
try upon which they have infolently de-
nounced vengeance. The flames of war
have extended yet farther.—Riots of the
moft daring kind (whatever may have
been the caufe) and condud@ed in the moft
uncxampled manner, have been excited to
the horror of all in our metropolis.—The
Weft-India iflands have been laid wafte by
a moft tremendous hurricane.—In fine, a
gloomy imagination, amidthefe fad fcenes,
would be apt to fuppofe, that God is about
to fay, as he once did by the prophet Ze-
phaniah, ¢ Wait ye upon me until the day
that I rife up to the prey : for my determin-
ation 1s to gather the nations, that I may
affemble the kingdoms to pour upon them
my indignation, even all my fierce anger:
for all the earth fhall be deftroyed with the
fire of my jealoufy.” (p)

And now, Ought we not to feel ? Can it
be pious, can it be virtuous, can it be hu-
mane, not to feel ? Is it, in fhort, confift-
ent with common honefty to affemble toge-
ther, as we do this day, profefledly on oc-
cafion of thefe calamities, and yet remain
totally ftupid ? True, indeed, we are at a

remote
() Zeph. iii. 8.
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remote diftance from moft of thefe fcenes,
Our ears do not hear the hoarfe found of
war. Our eyes do not behold garments
rolled in blood. We are in peace, each fit~
ting under his own vine and fig-tree, none
daring to make him afraid. And, great as
the expence is which this war hath entailed
on us, it is not felt in the degree that might
be imagined, if we may judge by the luxury
and diffipation which almoft univerfally pre-
vail among us. But, are thefe reafons why
we thould fupprefs all emotion of heart for
the many innocent thoufands, who are in-
volved in the horrors of this defolating
judgment? O, no. Curfed be the felf-love
that tears humanity from the breaft, and
annihilates all bowels of compaffion. Let
us, my brethren, feel, or ceafe to be chrif-
tians, ceafe to be men,

Infenfibility, however, hath too ftrikingly
marked our characer hitherto. When we
fafted and mourned in the four or five for-
sner years of this war, * Did we at all faft
unto the Lord 27 (¢) On the contrary, ¢ Have
not the harp, and the viol, the tabret and
pipe, and wine been in our feafts ? Ah! we
have not regarded the work of the Lord,

nor
(g) Zech. vii. 5.
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norconfidered the operation of his hands.” ()
But if we are refolved to be ftill thought-
lefs and diflipated, to be ftill infenfible
to our own interefts, and thofe of our
pofterity, God will, in his own time, per-
haps quickly, make us feel. Thefe things,
I fay, not merely for the purpofe of giving
you pain : that would be inhuman, Much
lefs with a view to fan the flame of popular
contention, or to rouze your refentments
againft the authors of thefe evils: that
would be criminal, highly criminal on the
prefent occafion efpecially. Not to fay how
humiliating it would be to the majefty of
religion, to defcend to a difcuffion of poli-
tical queftions, in a place facred to the fub-
lime duties of communion with the Deity.
No. My view is to prepare you by thefe
impreflions to receive, with all becoming
ferioufnefs, that weighty truth which we
proceed now to confider,

Secoxpry, That all this hath hap-
pened by the permiffion, and through the
influence of Divine Providence.

Until we feel the fcourge we (hall not
trouble ourfelves about the hand that in-
fli¢ts 1t. But we do feel. Now is the

time,
(r) i v, 12,
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time, therefore, to addrefs you in the lan-
guage of our text. < Is there evil in the
Britifb Empire, and the Lord hath not done
it?”" Few, I perfuade myfelf, are fo har-
dened as abfolutely to deny the truth of
this propofition : yet few, it is to be feared,
are duly impreffed with it. Permit us then
to draw afide¢ the veil of fenfe, and to fix
your attention a moment to that great
Being who, dreft in all the horrors of juft
indignation againft our fins, deigns himfelf
by thefe calamities to addrefs us. ¢ His
voice cries, and cries aloud: the man of
wifdom will hear it. O that we were all
men of wifdom! O that we all knew the
rod, and him who hath appointed it!” (r)

The hand of God in thefe matters is ca-
pable of the cleareft proof. The evidence
is fo ftrong, that only 2 glance at it muft
produce conviction. It is the language of
reafon and fcripture : it hath the confent of
all wife and good men: and it receives
abundant confirmation from the obferva-
tions, which every pious and thoughtful
mind muft have made upon our own

hiftory.

It
(5) Micah vig.
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It is the language of reafon. If there be
a God, and if he hath created the world,
(and no one furely in his fenfes will deny
it) it follows, that #ar God upholds and
governs it. He is infinitely able, and it is
by no means beneath him, fo to do. Nay,
the fuppofition that he does not govern the
world, or that he concerns not himfelf at
all about it, involves in it the moft glaring
abfurdities. A do&rine this as uncomfort-
able as it is unreafonable : friendly indeed
to the iniquitous views of bad men, but
pregnant with every imaginable evil to fo-
ciety. Itisa certain fact, therefore, that
a divine energy pervades every part of the
creation, that all the infinitely diverfified
orders of Beings around us, and we our-
felves too, are at the difpofal, and under
the controul and influence of him who
made us. And though mankind, as in-
telligent and reafonable creatures, are ame-
nable for their ations to the fupreme judge
of the wotld ; yet their attions, whether good
or bad, are all by his over-ruling influence
made to fubferve the great purpofes of his
glory, and the final completion of the grand
fcheme of Providence. We may be affured
then that no events, profperous or calamit-
ous, happen to individuals, much lefs to

publick bodics of men, but under the fu-
perintendence
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perintendence of the fupreme and all-wife
governour of the world.

This, too, is the clear and exprefs lan-
guage of fcripture. That venerable book,
written by the divine pen, while it tells us
that God hath created the earth, and given it
to the children of men, aflures us alfo,
¢ that he judgeth in the earth, and is go-
vernour among the nations; that he doth ac-
cording to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth;
and none can ftay his hand, or fay unto him,
What doft thou?” (¢#) And when he con-
defcends himfelf to addrefs us, it is with a
fimplicity and yet dignity of language that
cannot fail, methinks, to imprefs this great
truth on our minds, ‘¢ I am the Lord, and
there is none elfe, there is no God befides
me. I form the light, and create darkncfs :
I make peace, and create evil; I the Lord
do all thefe things.” (#) ** I am God, my
counfel fhall ftand, and Iwill do all my plea-
fure.” (@) And how natural the refle¢tion
of Elibu! ¢« When he giveth quietnefs,
who then can make trouble ? and when he
hideth his face, who then can behold him ?

D whether

{t) Pfalm lviii. 11, Pialm xxii. 28, Dan. iv. 35.
() Ifai. xlv, 5, 7. (=) Chap. xlvi. g, 10.
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whether it be done againft a nation, or
againft 2 man only.” (¥) But it were end-
lefs to cite all the paffages in our bible

in which this important do¢trine is held up
to our view.

Indeed it hath had the confent of all wife
and good men in every age of the world.
The pagans themfelves, however miferably
their theology was diftorted with the idle
figments of their own vain imagination, yet
acknowledged the fuperintendence of a Pro-
vidence in human affairs. And, difficult as
it hath been to fix the attention of mankind
to this great truth, through the wretched
depravity of their hearts, yet there have
been few comparatively {peaking, who have
dared to affert and maintain the contrary
doétrsine. And the few who have done fo,
have been juftly held in contempt for their
folly, whilft they have been looked upon
with horror for their impiety.

But this divine truth, fo confonant with
reafon and common fenfe, receives abun-
dant confirmation from a careful review of
the principal events recorded in hiftory -
efpecially when we take into our account

the

(x) Job xxxiv. 2¢.
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the moral chara&er of the feveral ages in
which they happened, the important con-
fequences which in a courfe of time they
drew after them, and, moft of all, the
relation they bore to the exprefs, pre-
dictions of fcripture. This argument, T
am fenfible, will not have its full effe&,
till the final confummation of all things,
when the fcheme of Providence re-
{pe@ing this world fhall be compleated.
The wifdom of God in adjufting the feve-
ral parts of this great plan, his power in
carrying them into execution, and the grand-
intent of the whole, will then be clearly
underftood ; and, of confequence, we fhall
then have the moft ftriking and illuftrious
proofs of his influence in human affairs.
But thefe proofs we cannot have till that
period arrives. In the mean time, how-
ever, hiftory throws fo much light upon
fome diftin¢t and feparate parts of the plan,
as fufficiently to juftify the inference, that
a wife and powerful Providence goverans the
world. When I view a curious piece of
mechanifm in its finithed and perfect flate,
I have at once the fulleft proof of the
agency and {kill of the artift: but, in the
mean while, 2 view only of fome few of its
movements, in the relation they bear to

D2 each
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each other, furnithes me with a fuflicient
evidence that it is the produé&, not of
chance, but defign.

Who then that confiders the principal
events that happened to the Afiyrian, Per-
fian, Grecian, and Roman empires, confi-
ders them with the lights juft now men~
tioned, but muft clearly perceive the influ-
ence of Divine Providence in them? And
furely that influence no one who believes
his bible can fail of obferving in the ad-
miniftration of the affairs of the Jewith
kingdom, from the beginning of its exift~
ence to the coming of the Mefliah. But
the hiftory of our own country will fuffici~
ently confirm and illuftrate this grand point.
Let us advert a moment to two or three in-
ftances among many others.

The amazing concurrence of circumftan-
ces, paffions, and interefts which brought
about the Reformation; and the political
grounds upon which the profeflion of the
Proteftant Religion was eftablithed, whereby
the temporal emolument of the principal
families in this kingdom became a lafting
and powerful fecurity to it againft the at-
tempts of the Bithop of Rome; thefe very

mar-
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marvellous circumftances can fcarce be re-
fleted upon, without obliging us to ac-
knowledge that the hand of God was in
the matter. Nor can we fail of perceiving
the fame influence exerted in the moft ftrik-
ing manner, at the ever memorable zra of
the Revolution. It was felt and acknow-
Jedged at the inftant that almoft miraculous
deliverance took place, and when men’s
minds were in a difpofition to be affected
with it : and it hath received farther con-
firmation from the lights which later times
have thrown upon the tranfactions of that
period ; by which it appears, that contrary
interefts, views, and paffions became ftrange-
ly fubfervient to that great event. And, on
the other hand, moft of the calamities which
have befallen this country, in the various
ftages of its hiftory, have been attended
with circumftances which clearly point out
the interference of Divine Providence. The
calamities themfelves, the more immediate
caufes of them, the vices they were adapt-
ed to correct and punifh, and the important
confequences which in a courfe of time they
drew after them, all abundantly juftify this
obfervation.

Can
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Can we then be fo ftupid, fo impious,
as to imagine, that the great God is an idle
fpeator of the miferies we this day deplore ;
and that they are no way under his dire&tion,
influence, and controul ? I hope not. Could

we place ourfelves at the fame diftance from

our own times, which we are npow at {rom

thofe juft adverted 1o, this truth would per

haps firike us in a more clear and convince-
mg manner thar it dees at nrefene,  But 1
is wife, truly wife, o obferve the e of
God at the inftant it is firetch=d out againft
us. Nor does his influence in thefe evils at
all exculpate thofe who are the iinmediate
authors of them. Our bufinefs, however,
at prefent is not with them. It is in the
prefence of Almighty God we now ftand ;
his voice we are this day called upon to

hear, his hand we are this day called upon
to abferve.

We may be affured then, from the plain
dictates of reafon and revelation, that all
the various paffions, views, and interefts
of men, and all the infinitely diverfified
circumftances which do any way contribute
to bring ruin upon a country, caufes inno-
cent and criminal, open and fecret, gra-
dual and tranfient in their operation, within
the reach of human forefight and reflraint

or
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or ofherwife, all thefe caufes, all thefe cir-
cumftances, I fay, take effett by the per-
miflion, under the controul, and with the
influence and direGion of the great Arbiter
of the Univerfe. He exercifes fovereign
authority over all creatures animate and in-
animate, all the productions of mature and
art, all the force of human fkill and ffrength,
and all the inftruments of death and deftruc-
tion. They receive their commiffion from
him, and puncually execute his commands.
Nor are the main {prings of human affairs,
which are generally remote from publick
view, lefs fubject to his dominion. The
eye of God pierces the inmoft receffes of
men’s hearts, and penetrates into all their
counfels, combindtions, and refolutions.
Their mifapprehenfions, falfe reafonings,
miftaken informations, prejudices, jealoufies,
avarice, luft of power, refentments, malevo-
lence, and revenge, he makes, though they
are utterly repugnant to his all-perfe@ na-
ture, the obedient executioners of his will.

Can we think of all this, can we be-
lieve all this, and not tremble f—tremble
amidft the view we have been taking of the
calamities we now deplore. The God of
heaven, who made this world and governs

it
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it in truth and equity, whofe counfel fhall
ftand, and whofe power none can controul ;
this great and terrible God is rifen from his
feat, hath whet his glittering fword, and
hath taken hold of vengeance. He is come
forth to contend with us. ¢ Prepare to
meet thy God, O Ifrael.” Let every {ub-
je&t of the Britith Empire, both at home
and abroad, hear the fummons, and obey.

But wherefore doth he contend with us ?
That is the next enquiry. Let us then,
as was propofed, endeavour

TuirpLY, To imprefs our hearts with
a deep fenfe of our manifold fins, which
are the moral caufes of all the miferies we

fuffer.

But before we proceed to enumerate the
vices which prevail through this great em-
pire, let us fpend a moment upon the im-
portant queftion of the influence which
the moral chara&er of a people hath upon
their welfare. If God be the governour of
the world, if he hath given men plain
laws for the regulation of their condu,
and hath annexed fan&ions to them, it
follows, that fin, which is a violation of

3 thofe
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thofe laws, muft fooner or later bring after
it punithment. There is no feparating the
ideas. But I am not here fpeaking of
men in their individual capacity; and there-
fore need not take up your time in folving
that feeming difficulty, which has often
puzzled fome minds, How itis that in many
inftances the wicked profper and the virtu-
ous fuffer ? Let it fuffice to obferve, that
God hath appointed a day in which he will
judge the world, and that the folemn deci-
fions of that day will effeCtually filence all
atheiftical refle¢tions, and fully eftablith the
propofition we have laid down in the whole
extent of it, that fin will, muft, bring after
it punifhment.

But the queftion before us refpects man-
kind in their colle&tive capacity, as forming
diftin& communities, ftates and empires.
In thefe views they are dealt with judicially
in the prefent life, and for this plain reafon,
becaufe they cannot be thus proceeded
againft in another, thefe relations then
totally ceafing. That great truth, there-
fore, which fcripture fo clearly afferts,
< That righteoufnefs exaiteth a nation,
and fin is a reproach and deftru&ion to

any



[ 26 ]
any people,” (y) is no other than the light
of nature teaches, reafon approves, and the
common fenfe and feelings of mankind at-
teft. Anditis a truth, too, which all the
great ftriking events, that ftand recorded
both in facred and profane hiftory, abun-
dantly confirm. God is indeed flow to
wrath, whence it often happens that na-
tional guilt rifes to a great height, before
the juft fentence of his wrath is executed
upon it: but, when the meafure of it is
filled up, judgment no longer tarries. At
that awful period Divine Providence makes
that deftru&ion inevitable, which men’s
vices, by their own natural operation, had
been along while bringing upon them. Such
was the fate of the old world. Such was the
fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. Such hath
been the fate of particular kingdoms ; and
fuch the fate of all the great monarchies,
which make fo diftinguithed a figure in the
annals of fame. Read their hiftory, and fe-
parate their publick charaéter and final doom
if you can. But the ftory of the Ifraclitith
nation, through a long feries of years, is
at large recorded in our bibles on purpofe
to illuftrate this grand point. Their prof-
perity, we find, ever kept pace with their
pational virtue; and in all the calamities

that
(r) Prov. xiv. 34,
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that from age to age befel them, down to
the dreadful cataftrophe of their final de-
ftruction, we fee their fin written with in-
delible characters in their punithment.

This folemn truth then, that whatever
evils befal a people they are the juft and na-
tural confequences of their fins, is proved,
I perfuade myfelf, to a demonftration. And
in this light the prefent calamity is to be
confidered. But at the fame time it is to
be remembered, that one calamity is often
fent as a warning of others yet more ter-
rible impending, unlefs averted by time-
ly repentance and reformation: in which
cafe there is a mixture of mercy with judg-
ment. The great God, in fuch vifitations,
deigns to expoftulate with men ere he pro-
ceeds to extremities. And his authoritative,
but mild and gentle language is this, « At
what inftant I fhall fpeak concerning a na-
tion, and concerning a kingdom to pluck up,
and to pull down, and to deftroy it: if that
nation againft whom I have pronounced,
turn from their evil, I will repent of the
evil that I thought to do unto them. And
at what inftant I fhall fpeak concerning a
nation, and concerning a kingdom to build
and to plant it: if it do evil in my fight

E 2 that
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that it obey not my voice, then I will re-

pent of the good wherewith I faid I would
benefit them.” (2)

This being the cafe, it is our indifpenfable
duty, as we tender the honour of God and
the real welfare of our country, to contri-
bute all in our power towards the effeCting
a general repentance and reformation. To
which purpofe let us fpend a few moments
in taking an eftimate of the prefent times,
I mean the moral ftate of the Britith Em-
pire. T am aware that this is a ditficult, as
well as unpleafing tafk ; and the rather, as
too many are difpofed to treat what is faid
upon thefe occafions in the light of mere
popular declamation. But, God forbid!
that we fhould be intimidated from our
duty by apprehenfions of this fort.

Every juft and reafonable conceflion ought
to be made to the prejudices of mankind,
the better to fecure their attention. Let
all appeals to the paffions, then, be with-
drawn, while the charalter of the prefent
age is tried at the bar of impartial truth.
Be it admitted, that there is no nation under
heaven, norever was, exempt from publick

vices.

(=) Jer. gviii. 9---10.
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vices. Be it admitted, that fome good men, as
Solomon complains, are too prone petulantly
to enquire, *“ What is the caufe that the
former days were better than thefe ?” (2)
Be it farther admitted, that there are pe-
riods to be fixed upon in our own hiftory,
in which fome vices were more prevalent
than in the prefent. Let it alfo be acknow-
ledged to the honour of this age, that pub-
lic charities, whatever may have been the
motive, have received more countenance
and encouragement, for the laft half century
than any before. It will likewife be granted,
that a liberal way of thinking, refpe&ing
the rights of confcience in matters of reli-
gion, hath got the better of the ftubborn
and unnatural prejudices of former times.
And I will add, which is matter of infinite
joy, that there are yet many among us who
truly fear God, and are patterns of fobriety
and virtue. All this may and ought to be
acknowledged : whilft at the fame time we
do not overlook thofe increafing advantages
of light and knowledge we derive from the
hiftory and experience of former ages, and
that national profperity with which, for a
courfe of years previous to this war, we were
diftinguifthed.

And

(a) Ecclef, vii, 10.
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And now this faid, I am at liberty, with-
out the hazard of being charged with par-
tiality, to reverfe the fcene, and hold up to
your view the horrid guilt which as a nation

we have contracted, with the heinous aggra-
vations of it.

Atheifm and infidelity ufually take the
lead in an enumeration of publick vices.
And it is well known to thofe who are con-
verfant in the literaryworld, that fcepticifm,
in the affected habit of modeft diffidence,
hath of late years obtruded upon us opinions
which diredtly tend to deftroy all diftintion
between good and evil, to tear up the foun-
dations of moral virtue, and to deprive men
of the powerful reftraints which natural re-
ligion lays upon their confciences. Nor
have thefe laboured eflays of falfe phile-
fophy, abfurd as they are, failed of meeting
with confiderable fuccefs among many in fu-
perior life, who wifh to preferve a confift-
ency between their opinions and practices.
‘Whilft Heaven is thus infulted, and the in-
terefts of f{ociety invaded, what ferious fen-
fible man but muft fuffer pain for the dif-

honour offered to the one, and the mifchief
done the other ?

To
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To the chriftian his religion is the moft
invaluable bleffing he enjoys; and though
he is not apprehenfive of its being wrefted
from him by the open aflfaults of infidelity,
yet he cannot but deeply feel for the injury
that may be done to unwary minds, as well
as for the affront that hath been offered to
the great author of his nobleft hopes, by the
infidious attacks which have lately been
made upon it. Nor is it to be enough la-
mented, that too many who admit the di-
vine authority of fcripture, have by their
falfe reafonings thrown a veil over the dif-
tinguifthing glories of the gofpel, and taken
pains to reduce chriftianity to a fyftem of
mere morality. Whilft others, in all the
wantonnefs of unmeaning enthufiafm, have
fo treated the great truths of religion, as if
they judged it the higheft honour they
could do them, to fet them at variance with
the di&ates of common fenfe. But, whatever
ill influence this various treatment of fcrip-
ture may have had upon the minds of men,
whether more or lefs, it is evident beyond
a doubt, that the evil practices of which athe-
ifm and infidelity muft ever be confidered
as the ableft patrons and defenders, prevail
far and wide,

And
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And now, What in regard of manners,
is the true and proper chara&ter of this
country ? Let any man look around him
a moment, and he will not be at a lofs for
a reply. Itis, AN INSATIABLE THIRST FOR
pLEASURE. This fatal evil hath long pre-
vailed among us, but hath now fpread its
baleful influence through all orders of men.
It hath for a courfe of years operated like
flow poifon upon the conftitution, by degrees
corrupting the blood, and wafting the
ftrength : but it now makes a rapid progrefs
to the vitals, and threatens, if not fpeedily
checked, deftrution to our very exiftence.
The fymptoms of this fad difeafe are too
many to efcape the notice of a common
obferver, and the effects of it are felt through
the whole empire.

Not to fpeak of thofe numerous and de-
plorable inftances of intrigue and feduéion,
lewdnefs and debauchery, adultery and di-
vorce, intemperance and luxury, which are
notorious to all the world: what daily
hourly proofs have we, wherever we go,
with whomfoever we ccnverfe, and what-
ever bufinefles we are employed about,of the
idle, vain, frivolous caft of the times! The
prodigious refort of people to the metropolis,

merely
5
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merely for the purpofe of diflipation; the
new entertainments imported at a prodigi-
ous expence from foreign countries, and
countries too whofe national charalters we
were ufed to hold in contempt; the vaft
varicty of fathionable amufements, as they
are called, particularly mafquerades; the
houfes of pleafure planted in all parts of the
town ; the kind of publications every where
greedily received ; and, T may add, the very
drefs of the people, all prove it. There are
infinite numbers among us, whofe time, in-
genuity, ftrength, health, fubftance, and all
are exhaufted in the reftlefs purfuit of this
wretched Demon of pleafure, yea, truth,
virtue, confcience, ard every thing facred
and venerable among men, are facrificed to
it. Satiated with one fpecies of gratifica-
tion, invention is racked to find out another.
And, eager to outvie thofe above them in
fplendour and gaiety, no means, however
bafe and unworthy, are neglected or forgone
to acquire the objects of their ambition.
Hence that venality and corruption, that
mad fpirit of gaming, that fraud and oppref-
fion, that violence and rapine which abound
among us. Hence thofe licentious inroads
which are made on all order and decency in

fociety, contempt of magiftracy, flander and
defa-
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defamation, duelling and fuicide, and fre-
quent failures among men of trade and bu-
finefs. Of thefe evils, too, it is deferving of
particular remark, that fome of them are
not accounted criminal, but rather confi-
dered as innocent and reputable ; that moft
of them prevail among all ranks of men;
and that all of them are committed with an
effrontery fcarce known in former times.
Many inftances might be adduced as proofs
and illuftrations of thefe charges: but we
muft not enter into particulars—the fad de-
tail would carry us too far. (4)

Such, in regard of focial manners, being
the charadter of the times, the mafculine
fenfe and virtue derived to us from our an-
ceftors having been enervated, the ties of
humanity weakened if not diffolved, and
the barriers of publick decorum thrown
down, is it to be wondered that, in refpe&

of

(8) One inftance, however, muft not be omitted, as
the cafe is of a publick kind, and the guilt moft atro-
cious 3 I mean, thc horrid facrifices which have been
made for a courfe of years paft, in our Eaft-India fettle-
ments, to this curfed luft of wealth and pleafure. Pof-
terity will thudder when they are told, that an immenfe
number of lives have been wantonly fpent in the fervice
of lawlefs ambition and infatiable avarice. This nati-
enal fin, written with bloody charadters in the book of

God’s
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of the duties we owe more dire@ly to the
great God, a flood of impiety and profane-
nefs is come in upon us? Is it to be won-
dered, that fwearing, perjury, contempt of
divine ordinances, and a total difregard
among great multitudes of people to the
worfhip of God, are become fathionable?
Irreligion is the great fource of all the
vices juft mentioned ; wherefore in propor-
tion as piety declines immorality will always
prevail,

And this naturally leads us to bring
matters home to ourfelves, and {ferioufly
to enquire, How far we have contributed to
this enormous load of guilt that lies upon
our country ? We, Proteftant Diflenters, are
bound by our profefiion to a peculiar re-
gularity and firiGtnefs of manners. We
enjoy the moft invaluable liberties—Iliber-
ties which have not been infringed, and

F 2 which,

God’s remembrance, remains there, 1 fear, unblotted
out: whilft we fcel the effets of it in the miferable
abufe of thofe prodigious treafures of ill-gotten wealth
which have been imported hither. And what are thofe
depredations, which have of late been committed in fuch
abundance upon our roads and in our houfes, and which
have bid defiance to all the exertions of magiftracy, but
fo many imitations of thofe greater and more defperate
robberies we have been fpeaking of £
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which, however all good fubjeéts are en-
titled to them, our anceftors were denied :
and liberties, too, which have lately been
confirmed 2nd enlarged. We are obliged,
therefore, by motives of duty and intereft
to demean ourfelves with all reverence and
gratitude to the great God, attention and
deference to our governours, and integrity
and benevolence towards one another. We
have the ever blefled gofpel preached among
us, the ordinances duly adminiftered to us,
and frequent and warm admonitions to our

duty.

But, permit me to afk, Are thefe advan-
tages acknowledged and improved, or {light-
ed and abufed by us ? Let us in the fear of
God afk ourfelves, Do we make confcience
of private devotion ! Do we maintain reli-
gion in our families ? Do we regularly at-
tend the places of worfhip to which we be-
long ? Do we inftruct our children and our
fervants in their duty ? Do we fet them ex-
amples of piety, juftice, and fobriety ? Do
we, or do we not, conform to the manners of
the times? Is it our aim and endeavour to
fubdue in our breafts the love of the world,
and to promote, as far as our abilities will
admit, the intercfts of religion, virtue, .nd

benevo-

5
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benevolence among all around us ?—Ah!
my brethren, I fear, fome of us can give but
poor anfwers to thefe queftions, and, am well
perfuaded, there are none of us but are more
or lefs defective. And how {ad, how tre-
mendous muft their refle€tions be on this
occafion, if confcience does its office, who
have in a publick and grofs manner violated
their vows, and brought a fcandal upon their
profeflion !—Our fins, then, make up a part
of that guilt for which God is contending
with us. Indeed we have all {inned, our
princes, our nobles, our magiftrates, the
minifters of religion, and men of all ranks
and conditions among us. ** The whole
head is fick, and the whole heart faint. From
the fole of the foot even unto the head,
there is no foundnefs in it.” (¢)

But there is one circumftance more of a
very threatning kind that muft be added,
and that is, the inattention of men in gene-
ral to the influence of Divine Providence
mm our affairs; and to that accumulated
guilt we have been defcribing, which hath
brought thefe miferics upon us. Alas! how
few, amidft the warmth with which they
enter into queftions of a political kind, do

at

(¢) Ifaiab i. 5, 6
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at all advert to the hand of God, or atre at
all grieved for the impicties which abound
among us ? We can hear of the confedera-
cies of foreign powers againft us, of
the blood of thoufands fhed in battle, of
whole countries laid wafte by tremendous
tempefts, and of the moft alarming riots
in our metropolis; and all the while be
deaf to the authoritative language of the
text, ¢ The Lord hath done it,” and deaf to
the voice of reafon and confcience, ¢ Your
fins have provoked him to do it.” It was
the complaint of the prophet Jeremiah, re-
fpecting the Jews, “ No man repented him
of his wickednefs, faying, What have I
done?” () And is not the like complaint too
applicable to us, if not to every individual,
yet to the people of this country in general ?
We know how in all the heat of refentment
to fay, of our enemies, of thofe in autho-
rity over us, of the various differing poli-
tical parties among us, of the Eftablithed
Church and of Diflenters, of the feveral de-
nominations of chriftians, of the minifters
of religion and they again of the people,
““ What have THEY done?” But ah! we
know not how to frame our lips, or how to
find it in our hearts, each one to fay to him-
felf, < What have I done ?”

And
(d) Jer. «iii. 6.
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And now, taking all thefe confiderations
into view, muft we not, will we not ad-
mit, that we have every imaginable caufe
for humiliation ? With fuch an enormous
load of guilt upon us, infinitely beyond
that of our national debt, do we not feel
ourfelves opprefled ?  Under the awful
apprehenfions of divine refentment, do we
not tremble ? Look upwards, behold the
angel of juftice ftanding before the throne
of God, fee him holding up to the view
of omnifcience the long fcroll of our na-
tional fins, and thus pleading againft us —
* How long, O God, holy, juft and true,
‘* ere thou wilt avenge thyfelf of this un-
grateful, perverfe, and rebellious people !
Arife in thine indignation, and fcatter
thefe thine enemies. Let peftilence, fa-
mine, tempeft, and {word devour them.
Tear up the very foundations of their
¢ glory, happinefs, and fafety. Spread
¢« defolation through their whole empire.
““ And let furrounding nations know,
“ amidft the terrors of thy juftice, that
“ thou art God.”

¢
€€
(X4
[

(13

What, O what, my brethren, fhall we
fay? Is there no faithful Abraham, no
friend of God, to plead for us ?—Yecs, I truft

there
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there yet is, even the angel of mercy him-
felf, with whom Abraham interceded for
Sodom. The divine Jefus, whofe charalter
hath been infulted, and whofe religion hath
been neglected and defpifed among us, hath
ftill, I hope, compafiion for this country.
O may his cries prevail againft the demands
of juftice!

But can we hope for fo great a boon as
this, whilft we remain totally impenitent
and unreformed ? This, thisis the point to
which all we have been faying hath been di-
re¢ted. O may we be perfuaded, by the
terrors and by the mercies of God, by our
duty and by our intereft, by a concern for
our own happinefs and that of cur pofterity,
to repent and reform ! Let us, each one, fet
about this great work in earneft, and in a
dependance upon the grace of God. ¢ Let
us break off our fins by righteouinefs, and
our iniquities by thewing mercy to the poor,
if it may be a lengthening of our tranquili-
ty.” (¢) < Let us fear God, and honour the
king.” (f) < Let us be fubje@ to the
higher powers, and that not only for wrath,
but alfo for conicience-fake. Let us render

to

(¢) Dan. iv. 27, (f) 1 Petiii. 17.
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to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute,
cuftom to whom cuftom is due.” (g) Let
us lead peaceable lives in all godlinefs and
honefty, cherithing in our breafts the warm-
eft gratitude to God, and a due fenfe, too, of
the obligations we owe to our civil gover-
nours, for the invaluable bleffings of religi-
ous liberty we enjoy.  And, whilft we are
labouring by our influence and example, to
promote union and reformation among all
around us, Who knows but the Britith Em~
pire may yet arife out of the prefent cala-
mity into its former profperous and happy
ftate ? 'Who knows but fongs of joy and
praife may fucceed to the tears of genuine

contrition and forrow, we have this day
poured out before God ?

(¢) Rom. xiii, 6, 7.

THE END.
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