SERMON VL

Of walkirg bumbly with Gad.

MicAau vi. 8.

He bath fhewwed thee, O man ; what is good ;
and wbat doth the Lerd require of thee,
but to do juftly, and to love mercy, and to
walk bumbly with thy God?

The fourth SermMonN on this text.
eaads N {peaking from the laft claufe of
;":?;;"2 thefe words, I have in a former dif-
GEEEEEs courfe propofed,

I. To confider the duty itfelf, and what
it is Z0 walk with God.

1I. THE manner of its performance; it is
to be done bumbly. And,

IIl. THe reafon, or authority by which
it is enjoined. The Lord hath required

it of us,
THE
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Tue firft of thefe I have confidered, and
proceed now,

I1. To treaton the wayand manner howthis
duty fhould be performed. It is to be done bum-
bly ; with becoming apprehenfions of the pri-
vilege we are admitted to, and our unwor-
thinefs of it.

THE term bumility is as frequently ufed,
and as little underftood, in the genuine
meaning of it, by the generality of pro-
fefling chriftians, as any one word by
which any branch of our religion is expref-
fed. Some take it for a free, ingenuous, and
unreferved deportment towards our equals
and inferiors, in oppofition to a lofty, impe-
rious carriage. And this is certainly one
lower branch of humility. Others confine
it to a ferious form of countenance, or a par-
ticular tone of voice in religious fervices,
attended with a diftinguithed meannefs of
apparel and behaviour ; when at the fame
time, there may be as much pride in
fuch affeGted fingularities, as in the moft
pompous and expenfive excefles. No, as
the foul is the feat of humility, and God the
author, and primary obje¢t of this grace,
it muft needs contain fomething of a much
more excellent nature in it. If we were not
acquainted with the vilenefs of our nature,
we might be tempted to think that there

could
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could be little or no occafion for the exhor-
tation in our text, to walk bumbly with God :
but, if we know any thing, we muft be
fenfible of the infinite difproportion betwixt
him and us, both as to nature, and perfec-
tions. For a worm to be allowed to walk
with the Creator of all things, and a finful crea-
ture to be admitted to converfe with perfect
purity, are wonders of grace, which muft needs
aftonifh the foul that is a partaker of fo in-
eftimable a privilege: and the higher we are
lifted up in the enjoyment of it, the lower
we mufit needs fink in our awn eyes. The
nearer we are to our God, the further we
fhall be from wvanity, and carnal pride.
There is indeed a fort of external commu-~
nion with God in ordinances and privileges,
that may be feparated from bumility. ‘Thus
the church of the Fews was, you know, for
feveral ages diftinguithed by fome fpecial to-
kens of the divine prefence; in which fenfe,
God might be faid to walk, or to dwell ex-
ternally with them. This favour they abu-
fed to a fond conceit of themfelves, and 4
haughty contemptuous treatment of the reft
of the world; and by their grofs purfuit f
bodily fervices, and refting in them, they at
laft funk into an utter negle& of all fpiritual
and vital religion. But where the foul is ta-
ken by the Spirit of Chrift into the immedi-~
ate prefence of God, and indulged with com-

munion with him, every look of love is of a
humbling
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humbling nature, and each teftimony of his
grace leaves fuch an one more abafed in his
own eyes. And that we may the better
come at the meaning of the Spiritof God in
the text, as to the manner of the difcharge
of this duty. 1 fhall,

FirsT, Confider the believer in his firft
fetting out for God.

SEconpLY, In his converfation afterwards
in his paffage to heaven. And,

THIRDLY, In the reward that he is to re-
ceive, when he comes to fee as he is feen,
and know as he is known.

UnNDER each of which it will be evident,
that it is the great work of the Spirit of God,
to bring us to low thoughts of ourfclves, and
to engage us to glory only in the Lord,

FirsT, We are to take a view of the be-
liever in his firft fetting out in religion. We
thall then find him brought under a fenfe of
his being a loft, undone, perithing creature,
viler than the beafts of the earth, deferving
the fame torments with the very devils them-
felves. We are naturally prone to think our-
{elves fomething, when in reality we are no-
thing ; and to fancy ourfelves #ich, and in-
creafed with goods, when we are poor, and
ftand in need of every thing. Nay, fo great
is our pride, that we fay in "our prattice, if
not in words, #ho is the Lord that we fhould
obey bim*2 The fpirit of man, thus vainly

exalted,
a Exod. v, 2,
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exalted, requires the agency of a divine hand
to humble and bring it down: and till we
feel the power of almighty grace in bringing
us to a juft knowledge of ourfelves, we can-
not be faid to walZ with God. Many indeed
have, to appearance, fet out very well, with
determined refolutions for new obedience,
and perhaps have done many things for God,
and yet, after all, have turned back. And
the apoftle aflures us, concerning himfelf and
his brethren the ‘fews, that they were zea-
lous for God, and_followed after righteoufnefs,
but never obtained life by it, as feeking to be
juftified by the works of the law.® They
hoped to be tbe end of the law unto them-
felves for righteoufnefs ; but when informed
by the miniftration of the gofpel, that they
muft have o confidence in the flefb, they dif-
cover that they never had felt the power of
divine grace, by their fumbling at this, as an
offence unto them.* And indeed the doc-
trine of the crofs, or reconciliation to God
by the blood of Fefus, as it reduces the crea-
ture to the neceffity of acknowledging that
all the falvation is of grace, and not of debt,
hath ever been rejected by the wifdom and
pride of this world. And this will always
be the cafe, till men become the workman-
thip of Chril Fefis, and receive a new crea-
tion from his Spirit. As our Lord’s errand
mnto this world was to fave finners, to call,

not
* Rom. ix. 371. € Ver. 33.
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not the righteous, but loft, fick and perithing
fouls; fo there never was one that came
to the Father by him, but was made fenfi-
ble, in fome good degree, of his having fin-
ned, and come fhort of the glory of God,
and of the plague of his own heart, as being
deceitful above all things, and defperately wic-
ked. And this, is the very firft ftep towards
walking with God : for they are the poor and
bungry that be fills with good things, whilfk
the rich and the full be fends empty away. ?
It is to the humble and contrite one that he
looks, as one made defirous of his prefence
by his Spirit, and having a right to it by his
relation to his Son. Till we can fee ourfelves
in fome meafure in the fame light with the
apoftle Paul, we muft not think of ewalking
with God. He who now came not behind
the very chiefeft apoftles, could remember
the time, and was ready enough to acknow-
ledge it, when he was a blafpbemer, a perfe~
cutor, and imjurious: and therefore he re-
commends tbe grace of God to others, as
beftowed on himfelf, when he was the
chief of finners. But I obtained mercy, fays
he, becaufe I did it ignoran:ly in unbelicf :
And the grace of our Lord awas exceeding a-
bundant, with faith, and love which is in
Chrift fefus. This is a faithful faying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift efus
came into the world to fave [inners; of whom

I
4 Lukei. g3.
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I am chief.© And this I take to be one
great thing included in that promife made to
Chrift, Thy people [ball be willing in the day
of thy power ; * awilling to own themfelves
what they really are, finners by nature and
prattice, deferving death as the wages of
their iniquities ; w:illing to fubmit to the
grace of God as given to the moft unworthy,
and in this way to maintain fellowfhip with
God. Let the thoughts of the heart be ne-
ver fo much exalted before converfion, no
fooner doth the Lord vifit the {pirit of a
man with his grace, but when the command-
ment comes, fin revives, and the finner dies; 8
that i1s, is dead in himfelf; he fees what he
is, what he deferves, and what would be-
come of him, unlefs an arm of infinite power
and grace relieve him. Thus then, in the
firft fetting out of a believer, it is the con-
ftant way of the Holy Spirit to lay him low
in his own eyes, and this partly by reprefen-
ting to him the exceeding finfulnefs of fin,
and more efpecially, by leading him to an ac-
quaintance with the nature of rich and unde-
ferved mercy : and this agrees with the ex-
perience of every child of God. Can we
not look back and remember what mean
thoughts we once had of ourfelves? how
were we made to loath ourfelves, and lie in
the duft before God? Even the common
mercies of life, fuch as food and raiment ap-

peared

<t Tim. i. 13, 14, 15. f Pfa. cx. 3. ¢ Rom. vii g.
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peared as favours we had forfeited, and the
leaft glimmering of hope was received with
unfpeakable wonder, as an inftance of mar-
vellous love. But again,

SeconDLY, If we confider the believer in
his converfation, while paffing through this
world, we fhall find that, as he grows in
grace, he will encreafe in humility, He is
not only convinced, in his firft fetting out
for God, that he is lefs than the leaft of all
his mercies; but this in fome meafure abides
upon him, and he carries it about with him,
more or lefs, through the whole of his con-
verfation. And this is manifefted, (1.) In
all that he doth for God, and all that he re~
ceives from him; and, (z2.) In all that he
meets with in the way of his providence,
whether of an affliGtive or profperous na-
ture.

1. THE man that is truly under the lead-
ings of the Divine Spirit, walks humbly with
God in all that he doth for him, and re-
ceives from him.

(1.) In all that he doth for God : and this
he evidences, partly by the apprehenfions that
he has juftly entertained of his- own infuffi-
ciency and impotency to do any thing that is
fpiritually good, by any power of his' own;
and partly by an acknowledgement of his un-
worthinefs, when he hath been affifted to
do his beft.

1. He
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1. HE walks humbly with God as a ne-
ceflitous, weak, and helplefs creature. One
of the firft lefflons which the Spirit of God
teaches us, is, that we cannot of ourfelves
either fpeak a good word, or think a good
thought, and that all our fufficiency is of God. ™
No fooner do we feel, that when we would
do good, evil is prefent with us,' or that the
will may be prefent, when the power to
perform is abfent, but we muft neceflarily,
if under the influence of grace; be led to ac-
knowledge that all our fprings are in our
God, and our help alone can come from
him. In the beginning of our profeffion,
perhaps, through the ftrength of our affec-
tions, we thought that we had received grace
enough for many days, that no duty could be
too great, nor any fervice too hard for us : but,
in proportion to our experience, we learn
that if we do any thing acceptably, 2z 7s God
who muft work in us, both to 1will and to do,
of bis good pleafure. ® And as this gives the
glory to him, to whom alone it is due; fo
it hath a natural tendency to humble the
foul in itfelf ; and the believer will be ready
to fay, ¢ To what a flrange degree of
¢ wretchednefs and impotency am I reduc’d
by my original apoftacy ? That which I
believe to be my moft reafonable fervice,
is now out of my power. Adam, like an
angel, could have once fung the praife, and

“ adored
» 2 Cor. iii. g. ! Rom. vii. 23, ¥ Phil. il 13.
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<¢ adored the grace of his God at pleafure,
“ without wearinefs or interruption; but
““ now, if a ferious refle€ion, or a {piritual
““ meditation were to fave my {foul (as blef-
“ fed be God my falvation is not put on this
‘¢ footing, yet were this the cafe) and were
““ God to leave me to myfelf, I cou’d not
¢ command my heart into fuch an exercife.”
Thusin all the believer does, as far as he is led
by the fpirit of Cbrzf?, he remembers his own

infufficiency, and his dependance upon God.
2. As he is humbled, as impotent or help-
lefs, fo alio as an unworthy creature. Grace
hath taught him that the law of God is ho-
ly, juft, and good, and perfeétly agreeable
to the divine nature; and the fame principle
hath acquainted him with his engagements to
obedience as a creature, and as an obliged
creature, who hath been preferved and fup-
plied through his.whole life, by the care and
bounty of heaven. Now, as he is fenfible,
after all his labour and induftry to make
fome grateful returns, that there hath cleaved
abundance of imperfetion and defilement to
every part of his fervice, this is made ufe of
by the Spirit of God, to lead him out of him-
felf, to an entire dependance upon the righ-
teoufnefs of Chrs/? foracceptance. And is it not
a very humbling confideration, altho’ there
is great comfortattending it, that man now, be-
ing fallen, cannot poflibly redeem his own
fonl; but if ever he is accepted, it mufl be
I by
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by the compleat atonement of the Son of
God? What the apoftle Pau/ fays concern-
ing the ceremonial law, is certainly as true
of the moral H lf any Oz‘z?:.'r mai z‘bimé..
eth, that be bath wbhercof be might trisf in
the flefb, I more: circumcifed the eighth day,
of the flock of Ifrael, of the tribe of Benja-
min, an Hebrew of the Hebreaws ; as touching
the law, a Pharifee ; concerning zeal, perfe-
cuting the church; touching the rightcoufiefs
which is in the law, blamelefs. Well, what
account doth he make of all this? why in-
ftead of boafting before God, fays he, what
things awere gain to me, thofe I counted lofs
Jor Chriff. And left this fhould be confined
to the ceremonial law, he adds, Yea doubt-
lefs, and I count all things but lofs, for the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fefiis my
Lord: for whom I bave fuffered the lofs of all
things, and do count them but dung that I may
win Chrift, and be found in bim, not baving
mine own righteoufnefs, «which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Chrift,
the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith.!
Let our obedience be never fo univerfal,
or never fo compleat, whilft there is but one
flaw in it, it cannot be anfwerable to the de-
mands of the divine law, and therefore will
ftand us in no ftead in that refpe®. For a
man to rejoice in a few fparks of bis own
Rindling, ™ or to facrifice to his own net, and

to
2 Phil. 1il. 4.—9. » Ifa, L 11,
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to burn incenfe unto his own drag, ® is to de-
clare that he is a ftranger, {0 far, to himfelf,
and the power of divine grace. But where
a man is under the guidance of the Spirit of
God, he knows that, as his fufficiency for
duty, fo his acceptance is only in, and from
the Lord fofus Chrif?: by his power he is
made ready to every good word and work,
and by the fprinkling of his blood he is
made acceptable in the fight of God; and
therefore his language is, ot unto me, O Lord,
not unto me, but unto thy name be all the
glory. °. And the more he advances in grace,
and in the knowledge of Cbrif2, the more
this convi€tion, and thefe difpofitions increafe
upon him.

(2.) Asin duty, fo in enjoyment, the belie~
ver is made {enfible of himfelf, and walks
bumbly with God. 'This I have fhewed in
fome meafure already, as what he is appri-
fed of in his firft converfion ; and is impro-
ved afterwards. And I thiik I need only
appeal for this to the experience of every
child of God. Did the Lord ever fpeak
peace to your fouls? did he every fay, in
the whifpers of his Spirit, I am thy falvation,
and thus give you joy in believing ? and has
it not in this cafe been the conftant language
of your hearts, Who am 1, and what is my
boufe that the Lord fhould thus manifeft him-
Self unto me2® When God hath been

I2 pleafed

a Iab. i. 16. ° Pla. cxv. 1. P2 Sam. vil. 18.
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pleafed to difcover himfelf at any time in his
greatnefs, or in the glory of his perfe&ions,
we find this hath been the confequence of
it, Thus you know it was with Fob, when
the Lord anfwered him out of the whirl-
wind, and difcovered to him the glory of his
power, and wifdom ; in the works of creation
and providence. What was the reply he
madc him but this? Bebold, I am wvile, what
JSball 1 anfwer thee?2 1 will lay mine band up-
on my mouth, Once bave I [poken, but I wilt
not anfwer : yea, twice, but I will proceed no
Surther. 3 And again, he fays, I bave beard
of thee by the hearing of the ear : but now
mine eye fceth thee. IWhecrefore I abhor my-
Jelfy and repent in duft and afbes.* And thus
the prophet Jfaiah, after he had been ho-
noured with an extraordinary difcovery of
the glory of God, fays, Wo is me, for I am
undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midf} of a people of unclean
lips : jfor mine eyes bave feen the King, the
Lord of bofis. Now if fuch a difcovery of
the greatnefs of God hath been attended with
thefe effeéts, we may readily fuppofe that
the apprehenfion of his goodnefs, and the
believers intereft in it, hath laid him ftiil lower,
if poflible, in his own eyes. Nor need we
have any other proof of this than a chriftian’s
own experience. He never enjoys commu-
nion with God, but he is fenfible, in fome

meafure,
1 Job xl 4, 3. ¢ Ch. xlii. 4, 5. 3 Ifa. vi, s.
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meafure, of his unworthinefs of it: and this
is equally true of whatever grace he derives
from God. If he increafes in knowledge of
him, or in love to him, or in faith and de-
pendance upon him, he will ftill be ready to*
fay, By the grace of God I am what 1 am.*
And thus, the greater progrefs he makes in
true and vital religion, the more will he ldfe
of that fpiritual pride, which is, more or
lefs, the difgrace and unhappinefs of every
one of us.

2. AND this humility will further be made
manifeft, in all that the chriftian meets with
from God, in the way of his providence. If
the Lord {iniles upon him in the bounties of
his goodnefs, as far as he walks with him,
he will regard every mercy as afforded “in
the way of his gracious covenant, and de-
figned to engage him more to his f-rvice: and
whilft he remembers how unwor:hy he is ‘of
thefe things, he will be the more ready toac-
knowledge that he'is indebted to pure fovereign
kindnefs for the enjoyment of them. And thus
in proportion to his improvement in comasu-
nion with God, the addition of temporal blef-
fings, inftead of raifing and increafing a vain
opinion of himfelf, will ferve asa means, in the
hand ‘of the Spirit of God, to make him walk
more humbly, and more thankfully with him.
He will be ready to fay, < What fball 1 ren-
“ der unto the Lord, jfor all bis benefits to-

I3 X wards
t 1 Cor. xv. 10.
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“ wards me2® what obligations doth he la
“ me under? and how much have 1 reafon
to be humbled, that I improve his boun-
‘““ ty no more, nor walk no more thank-
“ fully in the fenfe of it?”

But if the fame wifdom and goodnefs
fhould fee it neceflary to empty him from vcf-
Jel to veffel, to firip him of all, and reduce
him to extremity, if he walés with God in
a humble way,

1. He will be concerned to eye his fove-
reignty and equity, in his proceedings to-
wards him, as one who hath a right to
difpofe of his own at his pleafure. It is on-
ly ignorance or pride that tempts the belie-
ver to think hard of God in this cafe, on ac-
count of the appearance of feverity in his
dealings towards him: for we have no rea-
fon to be angry at the removal of a mercy,
till we can lay fome claim to it, ol feemed
to have a juft fenfe of this, when he {id,
Naked came 1 out of my mother’s womb, and
naked fhall I return thither : the Lord gave,
and the Lord bath taken away, blefled be the
. mame of the Lord. ™ 1t was the Lord that
gave, or who in a way of fovereignty be-
ftowed the mercy, and be had a juft right in
the fame way to remove it. In @ll this, it is
faid, Job finned not, nor charged God foolifbly,
or as it is in the margin, atzributed folly teo
bim.* And thus you find Aaron, when he

loft

¢

"

® Pfa. cavi. 12, ¥ Jobi, z1. 3 Ver. 22,
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lIoft his two fons, Nadab and Abibz, by fire
from the Lord: though it was a very fevere
difpenfation, yet he beld bis peace,? he wss
filent becaufe the Lord had done it. And
you are well acquainted with the anfwer of
E/, when judgment was denounced againft
his family, 7z s the Lord, fays he, let bim
do what feemeth bim good. * ‘There feems to
be abundance of force in that expreflion,
Be flill, and know that I am God.* 'To
walk humbly with him underaftli&ive circum-
ftances, muft needs include a willingnefs to
view him as our fovereign, and the juft judge
of all, who can do nothing but what is
right.

2, THE believer in fuch circumftances, is
concerned to act faith upon the wifdom and
goodnefs of God, which will make every
thing to iffue in his advantage. He fhou'd
not only manifeft his humility in being /:/;
but in boping againft bhope, when there is but
little probability of any appearance for him.
This made the prophet Habakkuk canclude,
although the figtree fball not bloffom, neither
Shall fruit be in the wines, the labour of
the olive Yhall fail, and the fields fhall yield no
meat, the flock fhall be cut off fram the fold,
and there fball be uo berd in the flalls : yet I
will rejoice in the Lord, I <will joy in the God
of my falvation.® One would think he could

I4 have

Y Lev. x. 3. 2 3 Sam, iii. 18, . Pfa. xlvi. 10,
» Hab. jii. 17, 38.
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have but very little occafion to rejoice, in the
want of every thing ; but he gives us the rea-
fon of it : The Lord God was bis flrength <, and
therefore he knew that his grace would be
fufficient for him. And, methinks, this is
the moft genuine humility a chriftian can
manifeft, when, in very dark appearances, he
is enabled to ook to him who is the bead over
all things to the church?®, and able to do exceed-
ing abundantly above all that he can afk or
thinkc, We are too apt to fay, why fbould
we wait for the Lord any longer 2 But it is
the defire of a true believer to wait upon God,
and commit his way unto him, as one who
doth great and marvecllous things: this feemed
to be the cafe of Dawvid, when he fays to his
foul, Why art thou caft down, O my foul?2 and
why art thou difquieted within me? hope in God,
Jor 1 fball yet praife him, who is the bealth of
my countenance, and my God®. He was ready
to fink and give up all: but, as his laft refuge,
he encourages himfelf in his God. We are
for hafty immediate deliverances, like the
people of Ifrael, as reprefented by the prophet
Lfaiab, that took council, but not of the Lord :
that walked to go down into Egypt, (but had not
afked at bis mouth) to firengthen themfebves in
the flrength of Pbharoab, and to truft in the
Sradow of Egypt®. Whereas, we are told
their firength was to fit fiilll, not in a way of

in-

¢ Hab, jii. 19. ¢ Eph.i. 22, ¢ Chap.iii. z0. f 2-Kings
vi. 33. & Pfal. xliii. 5. P lai. xxx. 1, 2. ! Ver. 7.
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indifference, but of duty, to look and cry to
God, and leave the event to him. And again,
thus faith the Lord God, the boly one of Ifrael,
in returning and reft fall ye be farved, in quiet-
nefs and in confidence [hall be your [lrength s
and ye would not*. And we are further told,
therefore will the Lord wwait that he may be gra-
cious unto you, and therefore will be be exalted,
that be inay bave mercy upon yeu : for the Lord
is @ God of judgment ; bleffed are all they that
wait for bim!', Well, this is what the chri-
ftian is longing after. He would be 2 fol-
lower of them, who through faith and patience
inberit the promifes™ : he would fubmit to the
wifdom and judgment of God, and leave it
to him to choofe his lot for him, in a firm
belief that he will iffue every thing for his
own glory, and to his advantage. And this
is efpecially the cafe, when the believer is called
out to hard fervices, for which he apprehends
his entire infufficiency, or that, toall appear-
ance, his way is quite blocked up. As it was
with Abraham, who without doubt concluded,
that God muft work 2 miruacle, or elfe his fon
I/aac could not be born; or.reftored to him,
after his intended facrifice. And yet he fag-
gered not®, knowing the power, goodnefs,
and faithfulnefs of him who promifed. Well,
in this we are to walk humbly, fubmitting
our darkeft concerns to him, who is able to

ful-

.k Ifai. xxx. 15. ¥ Ver.18. = Heb, vi, 12. ™ Rom.
iv. zo.
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fulfil all his promifes, and perform all his plea-
fure, Which leads us,

Tuirbpry, To confider the temper of the
foul, when all imperfeGion fhall be done
away, and it fhall be admitted into the moft
intimate and eternal we/k, or communion with
God. And we have a very full defcription of
this in that well known paflage in the Rewe-
lation : The four and twenty elders fall down
before bim that fat on the throne, and worfbip
bim that liveth for ever and ¢ver, and caft their
crowns before the throne, faying, thou art wor-
thy, O Lord, to receive glry, and bonour, and
power : for thou haff created all things, and
Jor thy pleafure they are and were created®. As
it hath been obferved by all the people of
God in this world, that the nearer they have
approached to him in a way of communion,
the lefs they have thought of themfelves ; fo
we are fure there is no proud inhabitant in
the new Ferufalem. ‘There the Lord alone is
exalted. All that dwell there are perfeétly
happy, and perfe&ly humble. Their humi-
lity juftly arifes from the fenfe they have of
the infinite diftance there is betwixt God and
them. And thus I have confidered the be-
liever in his furft fetting out, in his walk in
this world, and in his reward in a better.
But to fhut up all with a few refleGtions,

r. We may learn from hence the fove-
reignty of divine grace, that God fhould

never
* Rev. iv. 10, t1.
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never invite offending angels to walt with
bim, but that bis delights thould be with the
Sfons of men.  As the capacities of thofe {pi-
rits are doubtlefs larger, fo, had they been
the objets of divine grace, they might have
been furnithed, for fuch a privilege as this,
more fullythan we are; and yet he dwells with
man upon the earth, whilft they are referved
in cverlgfting chains under darknefs, unto tbe
Judgment of the great day®. And thus, by the
way, let me obferve, that we have no reafon
to quarrel with the fovereignty of divine
grace, in choofing one man and leaving ano-
ther, till we can charge God with injuftice,
in leaving the angels to this perdition, and
vifiting finful men with his mercy and falva-
tion.

2. FroMm hence we may learn, that mofit
men begin at the wrong end, in their obedi-
ence. They are for obedience before recon-
ciliation. Whereas, whilft God is our enemy,
we can have ne friendly correfpondence with
him. And,

3. WE may alfo difcover the miftake of
poor faints in the dark, whe think it eflentia]
to walking with God, that they fhould always
have the light of his countenance : whereas
we are, for the moft part, to Lve by faith,
and not by fight. And our clofe, and uninter-
rupted enjoyment is referved for a better
world,

4. Ir
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4. IF there are fuch pleafures attending
communion with God here below, what will
be the joy of his prefence in that blefled
ftate ?

5. HENCE we may alfo learn, that he who
is a ftranger to the Lord ‘fefus cannot be faid
to walk humbly with God, let his other preten-
fions to humility be what they will. Such
may walk bumbly with men, but they cannot
be faid to walk fo with God; while they
are practically oppofing their pretended wif-
dom and authority, to that of their Creator,
and are defpifing the only way of falvation
which he has revealed.

6. THE greateft privileges, and the higheft
attainments have nothing in them, that fhould
caufe us to think better of ourfelves, than is
meet. The apoftle’s reafoning upon this head
is {o very juft, that he that runs may read it.
For who, fays he, maketh thee to differ from
another 2 and wbat baft thou that thon didft
not receive 2 now if thou didff receive it,
why doft thow glory, as if thou badff not received
7212 With this you may compare what he
fays in his epiftle tothe Romans : For I fay, thro®
the grace given unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of bimfelf more bighly
then be ought to think, but to think foberly, ac-
cording as God bas dealt to every man the mea-
Jure of faith*. And furely, if all that we

have
? 1 Cor, iv. 7. * Rom. xii. 3.
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have comes from God, if we ghry, it muft
be 7z the Lord®.

7. MAY not this ferve as a reproof to us,
who have come fo fhort in this grace. How
many times have we gone forth in our own
firength intoa duty, or againft a temptation ?
How many times have we boafted ourfelves
in our fervices, and abufed our privileges?
may this ferve to lay us low in the fight of
God. 1In one word,

8. AND laftly, Let what has been faid en~
gage us to admire that God fhould humble
himfelf to walk with us; and let it ftir us up
to be importunate for more of his prefence,
grace, and affiftance, that we may wae/k more
becomingly with him.

s 1 Cor. i, 31,
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SERMON VIL

On the new birth.

Jorw i, 3.

Tefus anfwered and faid unto bim, wverily, ve-
rily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born
again, be cannot fee the kingdom of God.

The firlt SERMoN on this text.

OU will eafily obferve, that thefe
SIN752 words are a part of that moft furpriz-
selaidl ing conference, which ourl.ord held

vONeE with a certain Few, who is de-
{cribed by his name, Nicodemus, by the party
he efpoufed, he was @ mau of the Pharifees, as
alfo by the public office he fuftained, he was
a ruler of the Fews®, or a mafter of the fan-
hedrim or great council of that nation, as
appears I think very plainly from the 5th chap.
of this gofpel ver. ;oth : where an account be-
ing given of a meeting of the chief priefts and
pharifees in a judicial capacity, he is faid to be
one of them, Ile having heard the fame of
Jefus,

. Johniii 1,



Sermy. VII.  On the new birth. i27

Jefus, and perhaps, feen fome of the miracles
which bhe had wrought; it is faid zbe fame
came to fefus by night, to efcape, as it is pro-
bable, the refentment of his countrymen,
who had agreed to reject every one who
appeared to efpoufe his caufe, or receive his
do&rine. Then, we have the manner of his
addrefling our Lord ; he fays, Rabbi, we know
that thou art a teacher come from God: in which
he fpeaks the fentiments of others, as well as
himfelf. Cbhriff had fome friends, it is not
unlikely, who did not publickly acknowledge
him. His condu@, one would think, muft
needs gain him the favourable opinion of the
more fober and judicious, though biaffed by
temporal interefts, they were afraid to ven-
ture all, and follow him. And what Nico-
demus faid, was not difagreeable to the
general opinion of the people, nay, even to his
encmies, as the spoftle Peter obferves, upona
very great and public occafion, Yemenof Ifrael,
fays he, hear theféwords, Fefus of Nazareth,
a man approved of God among you, by mira-
cles, wonders, and figns, which God did by hin:
in the midff of you, as ye your[elves alfo know?®.
And as it was very cuftomary to give the title
of Rabbi to teachers or inftruors, left our
Lord fhould receive it as a bare compliment,
or teftimony of civil refpe@®, Nicodemus adds
the reafon of his addreffing him in this man-
ner: For no man can do thefé miracles that
thou doff, except God be with bhim¢. Many

very

» A& ii. 22. ¢ John iii. 2.
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very f{urprifing things may be done, which
may carry a thew of being miraculous, with-
out fuch a divine interpofure. But the extra-
ordinary works which were pcrformed by our
Saviour ftand in no'need of any appeal, carry-
ing their own evidence, that the arm of the
Lord was with him. Works indeed fo many
in number, fo excellent in their kind, and {o
great in their degree, that nothing lefs than
refolute infidelity, or direct {cepticifm could,
one would think, have fthut the eyes of thofe,
who had an opportunity of being acquainted
with them.

In the text you have our Lord entering
upon a moft neceflary and ufeful point of doc-
trine. The expreffion with which it is intro-
duced, viz. Jefus anfwercd and faid unto bim,
feems indeed to be a reply to what was juft be-
fore faid by Nicodemus. But it is eafy to obferve
many inftances in the new teftament, where
this mode of {peech is ufed at the very
opening of a difcourfe, and is rather a tran-
fition from one fubjeéi to another, than a
direc anfwer to a queftion propofcd.  So that,
as I take it, we are to underftand by it no
more than this; when Nscodemus had thus
acknowledged Chriff as a teacher come from
God, he fets immediately upon inftru&ing
him into the great things that concerned his
everlafting peace, and opens the difcourfe
with a very wecighty fentence, Verily, wue-
rily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born

again, be cannot fee the kingdom of God. You
7 muft






