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ADVERTISEMENT.

THIS {mall Pamphlet has already gone through
two editions, the former of which was not
publifhed, ’till after the death of the Author:
who left this world, Oflober 29, 1742. The
time when the fecond edition was printed is not
exprefled in the title ; but I apprehend it muft be
at leaft thirty years ago. However, it is now be.
come fo fcarce, that though I have withed to
purchafe one for more than four years, 1 have
not been able to do it. Being lately in the
country, I had an opportunity of borrowing it for
a few weeks. Confidering marriage as a matter
of great importance, which though truly honour~
able, thould be engaged in with deliberation, and
carnefl prayer to Gop for his blefing ; and being
perfuaded that this book contains many ufeful
Asg hints
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hints upon that fubjet, I determined to publitha
new edition of it. Which I moft fincerely and
affeltionately recommend to the perufal of ferious
young perfons in general ; and thofe in particular
with whom I have the happinefs to be conneéted.

Praying that the LoRD may make it really

ufeful, 1 remain, READER, your foul’s well-
wilber,

JAMES UPTON.



BEST PORTTION.

HERE is a natural Inclination in moft
young Men to feek out for an Helpmate

in this Life: Such a Help was needful in Para-
dife, and much more fo now. Then it is no
Way firange that I found in myfelf the fame Pro-
penfity. But 1 was of a wavering Difpofition ;
QOne while I would covet Riches, another Time
fond of Beauty; now Parentage, by and by for
Parts. However, after many Journeys, and
much precious Time fpent to little Purpofe, ob-
ferving that my Labour bad been in vain, and
myfelf a Lofer, I confidered what might be the
Reafon of fo many Difappointments ; and hav-
ing Recourfe to Scripture, the Chriftian’s infal-
lible Touch-flone, wheieby he ought to try all
Things, 1 foon found that my former Steps were
Ag not
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not right: Thereupon I refolved to fearch the
Word of Gop, and for the future to take it as
my only Rule, endeavouring to follow the Ex-
ample of the Children of Gop therein recorded.
Moreover, I writ down the following Direfions
for my own Benefit, as well as for the Ufe of
other Fellow-Chriftians of my Acquaintance, re«
fpefling their Conduét in this momentous Affair.

In order to proceed regularly, I humbly con-
ceive, thata Chriftian ought,

1. To confider his own Circumftances ; for he
hath feveral Things to mind at Home, before he
goes Abroad; to look into concerning himfelf,
before he concerns himfelf with chufing another ;
he hath many Things to think of, with reference
to his own Perfon and Station, before he minds
the Perfon and Station of another. Therefore he
fhould well confider, whether he hath a clear and
manifeft Call to alter his Condition in Life. He
fhould propofe to himfelf this Queftion: *“ Am I
s like to be a meet, fuitable, and comfortable
« Help to the Perfon that I wauld chufe to be my
¢ Companion for Life?” Gob inftituted Matri-
mony for the mutual Help and Comfort bothofthe
Man and the Woman; and not that they might be
a mutual Grief to each other. The Qualifications
and Conduét of the Hufband fhould have a Ten-

dency
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dency to attrat the Defires of his.Wife unto him.
If he is like to be a continual Afflition and Sor-
row to her, how can her Affeftion be towards
him? He ought further to Query thus: “ Am I
* like to be more free from Temptations, and to
“ ferve and glorify Gop better in a married
“ State P

2. He ought to eye Marriage as an Ordinance
of great Weight and Importance. A Man’s tem-
poral Felicity and Comfort, with regard to Soul
and Body, depend much upon it; for it tends ei-
ther to the making or marring of him, while he
and his Partner live together. This Ordinance
was inflituted by Gop himfelf, even in the inno-
cent State, which does greatly augment its Dig-
nity.

3. He fhould well weigh the End and Defign
of Marriage, in the various Branches thereof,
Man, though originally a focial Being, was alone,
and his wife and benevolent Creator provided,
not only a meet Help for him, but in a meet and
becoming Way, which was by a Marriage Rela-
tion. This Relation feems to be the very Foun-
dation and Bond of human Society. And as al.
ready hinted, Man and Wife are appointed and
adapted to be mutual Helps, and comfortable Sup-
ports to each other ; Ifit was fo in the perfet

and
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and innocent State, then {uch Helps and Supports
are very needful now, when the World is fo full
of Trouble and Sorrow. An agreeable and fuit-
able Companion, in this near and lawful, dear
and intimate Conneflion, will, under the divine
Blefling, much eafe our Yoke, and alleviate our
Burden, both refpeéting the intricate Affairs of
this Life, and the inexpreflibly more weighty
Concerns of Etemity, Therefore, in order to
obtain this very defirable End, a Perfon fhould
folemnly ponder his Steps before-hand, and en-
deavour to proceed in the Fear of Gop. More-
over, we may fafely conclude, that Marriage is
appointed to promote Chattity and Purity in Heart
and Life, as well as to continue the Human Race
and accomplifh the glorious Defigns of Gob, in
an undefiled, holy, and honourable Way. Where
the LorD is pleafed to give Children, Father and
Mother are carefully to train them up in the Way
they fhould go. Finally, we ought by no Means
tc forget, that Marriage is a lively and flriking
Reprefentation of that great, glorious, and my{-
tical Union, fubfifting betwixt Jssus CuRrisT
and his own Church or People; as the Apoftle
obferves, with remarkable Emphafis, in Epk. v.
from Verfe 23 to the End. Now if a Perfon does
not eye the Glory of Gop, and his own Com-
fort he is like to mifs the important Ends and
weighty Defigns of Marriage, which, in itlelf,

ever
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ever was, and always will be, konourable in all,
and the Bed undefiled *

4. A Man fhould confider whether he hath
confcientioufly obferved and obeyed other Ordi.
nances and Inflitutions of Gop, incumbent upon
him, and requifite for him to obferve as a Chrif~
tian ; before he betakes himfelf to the great Con-
cern of Matrimony. A Child of Gop thould
proceed orderly in all his Tranfafltions; for a
good Man will guide his Affairs with Difcretiony.
Every Thing is beautiful in its Seafon. A Chrif-
tian may create himfelf Abundance of Grief and
Difcontent by doing unfeafonably that which
otherwife may be, not only a very juft and lawful
Deed in itfelf, but his incumbent Duty at a pro-
per Time. So it may be a Chriftian’s Duty to
marry, yet he ought to confider whether it be his
prefent Duty, orat leaft the greateft at this Time;
for the leaft {hould give Place to the greateft.
The following Queftions fhould be propofed, viz.
* Have ] given up myfelf wholly and unreferved-
*ly to Gop, as my Lord and Mafter, to obey
¢ him in all his Laws and Inftitutions; before I
* go to give up myfelf to a Wile, to obey the
¢ Laws of Matrimony ? Have I taken upon my-
* felf the Yoke of CHRr1sT, before I go about to
“ take that of Wedlock ? Have I fome Evidence,

¢ ar

# Heb, xiii, ¢ + Pialm cxii. g,
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¢ or at leaft a well-grounded Hope that I am mar.
“ ried to JESus CHR1sT, before I go to be mar-
* ried toa Woman? Am I one of Gop’s Houf-
* hold, in a vifible, as well as invifible Manner,
# before I pretend to be myfelf an Houtholder ?
% Have I {et myfelf in earneft, to build and ereét
s the Houfe of Gop, and to promote the Intereft
“of CaRisT, before I go to build my own
% Houle, to increafe my own Family, and to pro-
* mote my own private Intereft ?*” What! Shall
a Chriftian fet himfelf to build his own Houfe,
whilft the Lord’s Houfe lie wafle #+ It can never
be faid of a Follower of CHRisT, that he pro-
ceeds regularly to the matrimonial State, if his
Care be to fettle himfelf in the World, before he
doth fettle himfelf in the Church of Gob.

Another Step that a Chriftian fhould take, in
Order to proceed with due Precaution toward the
conjugal State is this; before he goes to feek a
Wife, he fthould weigh the Matter well in his

own Breaft, praying for divine Direflion, that
he

® Our Author did not Jook upon the Marriages of the Un-
godly and Profane as any Way illegal: for that Relation is
endoubtedly honourable, even in them: But his Difcourfe is
direfted more immediately to thofe who profefs Love to Jesus
Curis7, a Regard for the Glory of Gop, and a Concera for
their own eternal Salvation,

+ Ha‘. i 2 4 5 9.
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he may be able, in fome Meafure, to have his
Sentiments fixed and fettled concerning the Qua-
lifications requifite in the Objeét of his Choice;
elfe he is like to be blindfold, and fo embrace the
firlt that comes to Hand, or at lealt chufe a Per-
fon very improper for him; and thus to meet
with many Difappointments in his Way. Too
many Chriflians, as well as mylfelf, know, by
woeful Experience, the Difadvantage of not de-
liberating before band about the Perfon to be
chofen, particularly whether fhe ought to be a
pious Woman or no; this hath been the Occafion
of much Grief to many: Yea, fuch blind Pro-
ceedings, I think, have been the Caufe of moft,
if not all the unequal Matches, which we fee
Abroad in the World, even among thofe who
profels Religion. Is it not juft with God to fuf-
fer that Man to meet with Croffes and Difappoint.
ments, who goes about fo important a Bufinefs as
Marriage is, without imploring his Direétion by
Prayer, and confulting his Word, by reading it
carefully, and meditating thereon?

Marriage is, perhaps, the moft momentous Af-
fair among all our fecular ones; therefore a pru.
dent Man fhould a&t as a wife Mafter-Builder
doth, that 15, fit down and count the Coft before
he ventures upon a Concern of fo much Weight,

Now
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Now let us confider the Qualifications requifite

to be found in a Perfon that is like to be a proper
Helpmate. 1t is vulgarly faid, that an accom.
plithed one hath the five P’s, g viz. Portion, Per-
Jon, Larentage, Parts, and Piety. Though Piety
is placed in the Rear, yet I think it will not be
difficult to prove, that it will over-balance the
other four put together ; which I fhall attempt in
the Comparifons following.

Firft, Portion, or Riches. From Portion we
may expet rich Apparel, and a fplendid Table ;
as it appears from the Parable of the rich Man,
who was clothed in Purple and fine Linen, Jaring
Jumptuoufly every Day.* And our Lorp faith,
They whick are gorgeoufly apparelled, and live de-
licately, are in Kings Courtst Now we fhall
confider what will anfwer and over-balance this
in Piety, {fuppofing Riches to he wanting.

The Scripture faith, Better is a Dinner cf
Herbs where Love is, than a ftalled Ox and Ha-
tred therewith.} Better is a dry Morfel, and
Quietnefs therewith, than a Houfe full of Sacri-
fices with Strife.§ A lile that a righteous Man
hath, is better than the Riches of many Wicked.||
Having Food and Raiment, let us be therewith

con

4 Note, The five following Words begin with P.
® Luke xvi, 19. + Chap.vii. 25. } Prov. xv. 17,
§ Prov, xvii. 3. || Pfal, xxxvii. 16,
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content.* The Godly fought for Sufficiency,
but not Superfluity. Thus did 7acob ;1 thus did
Agur.}

Ofj. But Dainties and Varieties, with coftly
Apparel, are good in themfelves, and Mercies
not to be refufed : What is in Grace to parallel
thefe?

Sol. We fhall be no further from thefe Things
by proceeding in Gop’s Way. But if Gop
fhould not fee it meet to beftow thefe Enjoyments
upon his People ; yet they have that which will
equal, yea, far exceed them; for they have Meat
to eat which the World is a Stranger to; they
have fweeter Dainties, and richer Varieties to
feed upon, than any Prince in the Univerfe can
have from the Riches of this World; they feed
upon the Word of Gop, and therein find fuch a
wonderful Variety of exceeding fweet and preci-
ous Promifes, that they far furpafs fo many choice
Difhes of the richeft Provifion here. Saith Da-
vid, How {weet are thy Words unto my Tafte!
Yea, {weeter than Honey to my Mouth.§ How
remarkably doth 7ob exprefs himfelf upon this
Head! I have efieemed the Words of his Mouth
moye than my neceffary Food.|] Food is neceffary,

B but

% 3 Tim, vi. 8. + Gen. xxviii. 20, 1 Prov, xxx. 7, 8,

§ Pfl, cxix, 103, }§ Job xxiiis 12,
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but Dainties are not; yet, we fee, he efteemed
the Word of Gob, even more than his neceffary
Food. Oh, then, how fweet muit it needs be !

Moreover, with regard to rich Apparel and
elegant Drefs ; no one in this World can excel
the Saints. They are arrayed in fine Linen,
clean and white.* The Church, and confequently
every individual Member thereof, is all glorious
within ; her clothing is of wrought Gold.t Sure-
ly then all worldy Delicacies and Gaieties are
weighed down to the Ground by thofe durable
Riches, and that Robe of Righteoufnefs which
the Saints enjoy even here.

Again, from Portion or Riches, we are prone
to promife ourfelves much Eafe and felf. gratifying
Pleafure. Thisis very plain from the rich Glut-
ton, who faid, Sou/, thou kaff muck Goods laid
up for many Years, take thine Eafe, eat, drink,
and be merry.} ‘This was the Cafe with Sodom,
Fulnefs of Bread, and Abundance of Idlenefs was
in her.§ Though this be pleafant to Fleth and
Blood, yet generally it is hurtful : Herein Solo-
mon's Words are verified, There is a fore Evil
which I have feen under the Sun; namely, Riches
kept for the Owners thereof to their Hurt]

We

* Rev. xix. 8. + Phal, xlv. 3g. $ Luke xii, 29
§ Ezek. avi, 49, |} Eccl, v, 13«
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We may flatter ourfelves, that if our Riches
abound, our Eafe will abound in Proportion, but
in Fall it is quite the reverfe, for the Abundance
of the Rich will not fuffer him to fleep ; neither
fhall he that loveth Silver be fatisfied with Silver ;
nor he that loveth Abundance with Inereafe:
When Goods increafe, they are increafed that
eat them.*

But to make the utmoft of it, fuppofe the Rich
fhould be wholly at Eafe, and an entire Stranger
to the common Straights of Life; hath Piety any
Thing to anfwer this Corveniency ? Let the
Scripture fpeak: The Ways of Wildom, or
Piety, are Ways of Pleafantnefs, and all her Paths
are Peace.t The Sleep of the labouring Man is
fweet, whether he eat little or much; when it is
not fo with the Rich. The godly Man may fay,
with David, 1 will both Jay me down in Peace
and fleep ; for thou LoRr D only makeft me dwell
in Safety.} The Way of Piety is very fafe, but
the Way of Riches flippery and dangerous.§
Idlenefs is the Saint’s Burden, and not his Plea-
fure. He had rather be up 2nd doing, than lie
dormant. His Delight is in the Law of the
Lorp, and his Commandments are not grievous

Be to

# Eccl,v. 10, 11, 12. + Prov.iii, 19. } Pfal.iv. 8.
§ Pfal, Ixxiii, 18.
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to him. Oh fweet Piety ! it hath the Preference
here lLikewife.

Furthermore, a rich Poréion may promote one
to a high Poft and Dignity. This, at firft View,
is very taking to Fleth and Blood; yet there is
no folid and real Satisfa&tion to be found in the
higheft worldly Honour and Dignity; for we
have the repecated Teftimony of the wife Man,
that they are but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit.
But fuppofing high Preferments might yield fome
real Plealure and Satisfallion for a Time; yet
Piety hath enough and more than enough to coun-
ter-balance and out-weigh the whole. All thofe
that are poflefled of true Piety, are Fellow Citi-
zens with the Saints, and of the Houlhold of
God.* They are made by JEsus CHRisT
Kings and Priefts ;+ yea, they are at prefent a
royal Prieflhood,t and fhall hereafter be preferred
to that wonderful Dignity of being Judges of
Men and Angels.§ Then we fee that Piety ftill
hath the Pre-eminence.

Finally, Thofe whofe Riches abound have ge-
nerally their Pages to attend, and Servants to
wait; they live in Pomp and Splendor. Yet
even in this Piety is not 2 Whit bebind-hand, but

has

* Eph.ii. 19. + Rev.i. 6. § 1 Pet. ii. 9.
§ 1 Cor, vi, 2, 3.
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has the Preference flill ; for the eleft Angels are
the Attendants and Servants of all thofe who em.
brace and admire Piety. Itis well known that one
Angel was fo powerful, that he {lew in one Night
in the Affyrian Camp, an Hundred and Four-
fcore and Five Thoufand Men; brave and pow-
erful Attendants indeed! Such an Exploit was
never performed by any of the Servants of the
greateft Emperor that ever bore an earthly Sway,
yet fuch Honour have all his Saints; for the An-
gel of the Lorp encampeth round about them
that fear him, and delivereth them,* Are not all
the Angels miniftring Spirits, fent forth to mini-
fter for them who fhall be Heirs of Salvation ?+
With regard to the Splendor and Equipage of the
Saints, Gop himfelf doth bear them on Eagles
Wings,} and doth charge his Angels to keep them
in all their Ways, left they fhould dafh their
¥oot againft a Stone;§ fo they fhall run and not
be weary ; they fhall walk and not faint.|}

Secondly, the next P, is Perfon. A comely
Perfon is defirable, and very attra&live to cngage
the Affeftions. Th= Scripture doth often take
Notice of the Patriarch’sWives, for their Beauty,
Abraham’s Wile was a fair Woman to look upon ;
yea very fair, and thezefore fhe was commended

Bj before

% Pfal. xxxive 9. + Heb, i, 14, 3 Exod. xix. 4.
§ Pfal. xci. 13, 33. | 1. xl. gt.
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before Pharaok ;* Ifaac’s Wife alfo was fair 0
look upon;t therefore he loved her. Rachael,
Facol's Wife, was beautiful and well-favoured,}
{o he loved her better than Leak, who was ten-
der-eyed. Abigail, whom David took to Wife,
was of a beautiful Countenance:§ And Ezeikel’s
Wife is called the Defire of his Eyes.|] But not.
withftanding all this, the Chriftian {hould not
aim chiefly at Beauty, nor any Thing in the
Body ; for that is not effential to a good Wife ;
becaufe it may be foon gone, and vanith away;
therefore the good Man fhould aim at fomething
more valuable and permanent, Let us hear what
Solomon faith in this Matter. Favour is deceitful,
and Beauty is vain; but a Woman that feareth
the LoRrD, fhe fhall be praifed. 1 How vain and
frivolous is Beauty without Virtue! Asa Jewel
of Gold (faith the Holy Spirit) in a Swine’s
Snout, fo is a fair Woman without Difcretion.
A Swine will be but a Swine #till, though all over
gilt with Gold.

Natural Beauty, as already cbferved, is agree-
able enongh; but if a gracious Perfon fhould be
deficient therein, yet fhe hath that which is far
preferable ; for, being a vital Member of the
Church of CHRisT, fhe is all fair, there is no

Spot

# Gen. xii. 11, 14,35 + Chap. xxvi.7. } Chap. xxix. 17,
§ 1 Sam. xxv. 3. || Ezck, xxiv. 16, ¥ Prov. xxxi. 3o.
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Spot in her.*  She is renewed after the Image of
Carist,t who is white and ruddy, the chiefeft
among Ten Thoufand, yea, altogether lovely.
Where can fuch excellent Beauty be found?
This Beauty is perfeét, not vain and deceitful like
that which is natural, This will be always frefh
and vigorous. As long as CHRIST hath Beauty,
every Believer hath it, and that will be for ever,
Oh then! let us proclaim that Piety is the moft
exquifite and durable Beauty.

Thirdly, Parentage comes next to be com-
pared. To be of noble and honourable Birth and
Defcent is defireable indeed, David faid, Who
am I ? and what is my Life, or my Father’s Fa.
mily in Ifrael? that I {hould be Son-in-law to the
King. We find that it pleafed David well to be
the King’s Son-in.Law.} Blefled art thou, O
Land when thy King is the Son of Nobles. Yet
real Happinefs doth not confift even in this,
High Birth is not fo fweet a Cup as to be free
from all Bitternefs ; nay, the Bitternefs doth often
exceed the Sweetnefs thereof. I fhall have Oc-
cafion in the Sequel to exemplify this {ufficiently
in David and Solomon, and to obferve that Piety
is of the moft noble Defcent.

Fourthly,

* Cant, ive 7. ¥ Col. iii. 10, } 1 Sam.xviii. 18, 26,
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Fourthly, the fourth P, is Parts. This is un-
doubtedly a very commendable Quality in a Wife,
A graceful Behaviour, an elegant Deportment,
and, in fhort, good natural Parts, polifhed and re.
fined by proper Education, are exceedingly agree.
able in a Partner. But a pious Woman hath thefe,
in a very eminent Manner; though perhaps not
exaétly after the Mode and Fafhion of the World,
yet in a far preferable Way and Manner. As for
the Behaviour of the Pious, it is with Simplicity,
and godly Sincerity, not with flelhly Wifdom,
but by the Grace of Gop, they have their Con-
verfation in the World.* As for their Eloquence,
they fpeak the Truth from their Heart;+ and in
Love}. With regard to their Education, they
are the moft Learned in the World ; for they
have been taught by the beft of Mafters, even by
Gop himfelf;§ and who teacheth like him ?|}
Gop, by his Spirit, doth teach them the Truth
as it is in JEsus.d They have been taught
to fpeak to Gop, and for him. They have
been taught to pray unto Gop upon all Occa-
fions; to give Glory to him, and fet forth his
Praifes ; yea to declare what the Lorp hath done
for their Souls ; which is more than any unrege.
nerate Perfon in the World can do. 1f they can
addrefs the Moft High, and praife him ; why may

they

¥*3 Cor.i. r2, + Phl xv.s. } Eph,iv. 15 § Ha.liv. 18,
Jobo vi, 45, || Job xxxvi, 22, T Epb, iv, 21,
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they not, as far as it is meet, addrefs their Fel.
low-Mortals ? In 2 Sam. vi. 20. we have Mickael’s
Addrefs to King David; fhe was a King’s Daugh-
ter, but no great Friend of Piesy. Alfo in 1Sam.
xxv, 24, &c. we find an Addrefs made by a Per-
fon of an inferior Rank in the World, even Af:-
gail; but the was a prudent and pious Woman
it is ealy to conclude which of the two Addrefles
was the molt {olid and agreeable. If we read the
Hiftory of Ruth, and confider alfo the g1it Chap-
ter of Proverbs with Care, we fhall find that the
virtuous Woman openeth her Mouth with Wif-
dom, and that in her Tongue is the Law of
Kindnefs. Thefe are excellent Parts; why then
fhould we defpife the pious and virtuous, becaufe
they do not know how, or perhaps do not chufe,
to walk in a vain fhew?*

Having thus confidered the four P’s in the
moft advantageous Light, I think it appears very
plain, that the fifth doth excel all the reft, and is
the moft valuable Qualification in a Wife, though
the others were but fcanty ; for this alone hath
each of thofe pertaining to it in a fpiritual Senfe,
as above noted; fo that it is the beft Part, and
the one Thing abfolutely neceflary. In fhort,
though it be delpicably placed in the Rear, as we
are too prone to difdain {piritual Things, which are

certainly

* Pfal. xxxix. 6,
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certainly the moft valuable ; yet our blefled Lor D
hath commanded us to feek firf? the Kingdom of
Gobp, promifing that all other Things fhould be
added unto us.

Oh, how blameable moft Men are in this!
They fet Piety laft, and fometimes afford it no
Room at all ; when in Truth, it is the moft efti-
mable Gem under Heaven, even of more Worth
than all the World, and the whole that it contains,
It is true, Piety oftentimes hath not much in
Hand. What then? It hath rich Treafures in
Store, and in very fufficient Hands, who can ne-
ver be numbered among Bankrupts; no, there is
enough at command always, upon the leaft No-
tice, to fupply every real Neceflity wherever
Grace requires it. As a Proof hereof, we may
produce a few of the very numerous Securities,
each of which is more fure by far than the Bank
of England.

Our firft fhall be 1 Tim. iv. 8. Godlinefs is
profitable unto all Things, having promife of the
Life that now is, and of that whick is to come. A
large Bill indeed! It contains more than all the
Arithmeticians in the World can ever caft up,
Little do we think that Piety is fuch a Fortune as
indeed fheis. But further, let us confider, P/al.
sxxiv. 10, The young Lions do lack, and fuffer

Hunger ;
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Hunger; but they that feck the Lord, Jhall nat
want any good Thing! O amazing! what, not
any good Thing! Need we any more? Is not
here as much as Heart can with? Is not the Se.
curity fufficient? But for further Satisfaétion,
this, and many more, are ratified in 2 Cor, i. 20.
For all the Promifes of God in him are yea, and
in him amen. Here Gobp doth, as it were, put
a new Seal to the Boand. Wonderful Conde-
fcenfion indeed! This is a lafting and compre-
henfive Bond. What we have of this World,
we may quickly lofe; but this is an inexhauftible
Fountain; it can never be drawn dry; nay, its
Fulnefs can never be diminifhed. Oh then! let
Piety for the future, be placed in the Front, by
all that have any Regard for her. The Scripture
is the Believer's Charter; there you find his Pri-
vileges; the Promifes made to the Chriftian, in
that Book, are very numerous; you may fee a
few more in the Margin.*

To conclude this Head, the Children of Gop
have the fureft and moft dire&t Title, even to the
Things of Time, as they are Joint-Heirs with
CarisT who poffefleth all Things. Though the
Ungodly may have a Jegal Right to their earthly
Pofleflions, yet even their plowing is faid to be
Sin.t Of the Saints it is faid, that the World,

Life,
* Prov. iii. 13, &ec. Chap, xxii. 4. Pfal. xxxiii, 18, 19. and
Axxvidy 19 4+ Provs xxie 'y
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Life, Death, Things prefent, and Things to
come, nay, that all is theirs.* Then, I hope,
every thoughtful Perfon will be ready to join me,
and allow, yca, even aflert Piety to be the beft
Portion, and the moft compleat and comprehen.
five Qualification.

As the conjugal State is fo important, and yet
fo feldom duly confidered in Time, I will proceed
a few Steps further, for my own Advantage; and
if it might be of any real Service to my Friends,
I fhould rejoice. I would obferve,

Firft, Some Reafons why a true Chriftian
ought not to marry an ungodly Perfon.,

Secondly, The evil Confequences and Difad-
vantages thence arifing.

Firft, the Reafons why a true Chriftian ought
not to marry an ungodly Perfon, are thefe,

1. Thereis a Difagreeablenels and Contrariety
in their Difpofition. It was the Difagreeablenefs
in Nature, that rendered all the Creatures unmeet
for Adam. He wanted a Helpmate, for it was not
good for him to be alone, though by a beneficent
Conflitution, he was appointed Gop’s Vice-

gerent

* 3 Cor. iii. 21, 21, a3.
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gerent here below, and had dominion over the
whole World ;* yet in all the Creation, though fo
extenfive, there was not found one Creature that
could be fo nearly related, and fo clofely united
to him, as was requifite.  All the Creatures upon
Earth were brought to 4dam ; he viewed them,
and gave them Names; but fhll he was alone;
for he was of a higher and nobler Rank than they
all. Therefore it was neceflary for him to have
one of his own Species, Rank, and Difpofition,

to hold Communion and Fellowfhip with him-
felf

Now with Regard to a pious Man in this
World, it is not beft always for him to be alone.
Wo to him that is alone, {aith Selomon ; there.
fore he wants a Helpmate.

Queflion. Why may not a godly Man take any
Woman for an Helpmate, as Adam did Eve 9

Anf. Ttis by Reafon of the Difagreeablencfs,
as above obferved. Some think that an ungedly
Perfon is almoft as unfit to be a Helpmate for one
that is godly, as one of the irrational Creatures
would have been for 47am. This at firft may
appear harfh, but when it is weighed with Cool-
nefs and Sobricety, it may not appear fo uncouth;

C for

# Gen, i, 26, + Chap, ii. 18. to Ver. 24,
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for there is an implacable Enmity between them.#
An unjuft Man is an Abomination to the Jult ;
and he that is upright in the Way, is Abomina-
tion to the Wicked.+ He that is born after the
Flefh, will perfecute him that is born after the
Spirit.y The Friendfhip of the World is Enmity
with Gop ; and the World hateth the People of
Gopn.§ Except there be an Union of Mind or
Soul, there cannot be true Love. Real Affec-
tion is beautifully exemplified in David and Fona-
than : The Soul of Fonathan was knit with the
Soul of David, and Fonathan loved him as his
own Soul]] There cannot be a nearer Union
here below, than that which ought to fubfift be-
tween Man and Wife. As they are one Flefh,
they fhould be one Spirit, and of one Mind; for
if they love each other on the Account of Riches,
Beauty, &c. thefe may be foon loft, and then
their Love will cool. Take away the Caufe, the
Effe€t muft ceale. Conjugal Love fhould be upan
a better Foundation ; but it can never be right
betwixt a gracious and gracelefs Soul; for what
Fellowfhip hath Righteou{nefs with Unrighteouf-
nefs ? What Communion hath Light with Dark-
nefs? What Concord hath CarisT with Be.
lial 7 'What part hath he that believeth with an

Infidel. €
2. Gop

# Gen,iii. 15,  + Prov. xxix, 27, $ Gal. iv. 29,
§ Jam. iv, 4, John xv, 39. {| 1 Sam. xviii. 1. ¥ 2 Cor, vi,
14y 15
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2. Gobp hath feparated or fet apart the Godly,
as a People diftin& from the World*. What
Gonp hath divided, let no man attempt to join.
That the Church, or the Godly, and the World,
or the Ungodly are feparate Parties we have inti-
mated to us as early as Gen. vi. 2, &¢c. where the
Breach of Gob’s Order, relating to thefe diftinét
Bodies, is likewife mentioned. After the Flood,
the Church was continued chiefly in the Pofterity
of Stem, till Abrakam’s Time; then his Seed
was fix'd upon, chofen and feparated from all
other Nations, by Gop himfelf, to be his pecu-.
liar People, till the Coming of CuRrisT. Ever
fince the Afcenfion of our Lord Jesus CHRIST,
all thofle who are called by the Grace of Gob,
are his Church, be they Jews or Gentiles. His
Church is a Body of People, chofen and col.
Je@ed out of the World, of which CHRiIsT is
the Head ; of whom it is thus faid, If ye were of
the World, the World would love his own 3 but be.
caufe ye are not of the World, but I have chofen you
out of the World ; therefore the World hateth you t;
and again, [ kave manifefled thy Name unto the
Men which thou gavefl me out of the World,—the
World hath hated them, becaufe they are not of the
Horld . And becanfe they are not of the
World, the HoLy SPirIT commands them not

Cz2 to

® Phlivi 3. P John kv, 39. I Chap. wvii, 6, #4, 15, 166
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to conform to this World. One grand Defign,
the SoN of Gop had in View when he appeared
in the Fleth, was to redeem, from the reft, a
peculiar People to himfelf, difiin&t from the
World *. Therefore we find the Bleffed Spirit,
exprefly and ftriflly, commanding the People of
Gob to feparate themfelves from the World ;
wherefore come out from among them, and be
ye feparate faith the Lorp+. Now if Gop
hath chofen his People, and fet them apart from
the World; if CHRIST came to purchafe to
himfelf a Church to ferve him in a feparate State
from the World ; and if the HoLy GHosT bids
them to come out from among the Wicked, to
ferve and acknowledge Gob, as a People dif.
tin&t from the Ungodly ; then it naturally fol.
lows, that it is very finful in any Member of the
Church, to join himfelf to, or intermix with the
World, or any Branch thereof, in Marriage; for
this is the neareft Conjunélion that can be betwixt
them. Oh then, that the Children of Gop would
keep together, and not wilfully mix themfelves
with the World ! In this Thing, touch not, tafte
not, handle not.

3. Gob hath exprefly forbidden fuch Matches.
Take heed to thyfelf, leaft thou make a Cove-
nant

® Tit. il 14, 1 Per, il g. +2a Cor, vi.17.
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nant with the Inhabitants of the Land whither
thou goeft, left it be a Snare unto thee, when
thou take of their Daughters unto thy Sons *.
Neither fhalt thou make Marriages with them,
thy Daughter fhalt thou not give unto his Son,
nor his Daughter thalt thou take unto thy Son +,
In the New Teftament, the HoLy GHosT, in
plain Terms, prohibits his People to be une-
qually yoked together with Unbelievers } ; and
he limits their Marriage to be only in the Lorbp §.
Then fince the Lord hath fo plainly forbidden his
People to mingle themfelves with the World by
Marriage, how durlt any one of them tran(grefs
the Command that is fo explicit? Let not their
Heart be divided between the Church and the
World in this Refpedt, left they be found faulty .

4. The People of Gop in all Ages (efpecially
the moft eminent for Piety) have taken great Care
to prevent and reform fuch mixed Matches. With
Regard to the firft, we have an Inftance in Abra-
kam, the Father of the Faithful. His Care and
Concern to prevent the mifmatching of his Son,
was remarkable and exemplary. He took an
Oath of his chief Servant, the Ruler of his
Houfe, faying, Thou fhalt not take a Wife
unto my Son of the Daughters of the Canaanites,

Cgs amongft

@ Exod, xxxiv. 13,16. + Deut.vii. 8. 13 Cor, vi. 14.
§ 1 Con vii. 49. || Holx. 2.
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amongft whom I dwell ; but thou fhalt go unto
my Country, and to my Kindred, and take a
Wife unto my Son Jfaac*. Here’s a Precedent
given by the Friend of God. Again, fee what
Care Ifaac and Rebekah took of their Son Facob.
And Rebekak faid to Ifaac, I am weary of my
Life, becaufe of the Daughters of Heth; if Fa-
cob take a Wife of the Daughters of Hetk, fuch
as thefe, which are of the Daughters of the
Land, what good fhall my Life do met? Agamn,
Ifaac called Facob, and blefled him, and charged
bim, and faid unto him, Thou fhalt not take a
Wife of the Daughters of Canaan{. We find
allo the Care and Concern of Manoak and his
VVife §, about their Son Sam/on.

With Regard to Reformation in this Affair,
what Grief and Trouvble did thefe unlawful and
unequal Matches caufe in the Time of Ezra and
Nehemiak, thofe great Reformers of Religion !
as well as to thole concerned therein||! Had it
not been a fin, thefe pious Men had not taken fo
much Care and Pains to reform it.  The Apoflle
puts in a Caveat againft {uch unequal yoking 1.
Now fince the Elders who obtained a good Re-
port by Faith, have given us fuch Precedents, we

ought

® Gen. xxive 3.+ Chap. xxvii, 46. 1 Gen. xxviii. 1,
&c.  § Judyxiv. 3. || Ezra, ix. and x. Nch, xiii, through«
out. 31 Cor, vil, 39, 2 Cor vi. 34, 15, &c.
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ought to imitate them, for we are bid to follow
the footlteps of the Flock.

5+ Another Reafon why a true Chriftian ought
not to marry an ungodly Perfon, is,

Secondly, The evil Confequences and Difad-
vantages thence arifing. Some of which are thele
following.

1. One dreadful Confequence we have pointed
out to us, even before the Flood; for it is inti-
mated to be the procuring Caule of the univer.
fal Deluge, in which all Mankind were over.
whelmed, and even deflroyed, Neak and his
family only excepted. The Church, called
the Sons of God, mixed itfelf with the ungodly
World, ftil'd the Daughters of Men ; therefore
it was juft with Gop to overthrow both in the
fame common Calamity. As they were Parta-
kers in fin, fo they fhould be in the Plagues
following it *. Moreover, thefe Matches, pro-
duced Montfters in Body, as well as in Wicked-
nefst, as a further Token of Gop’s Dilplea-
fure; and it is remarkable, that we read of no
righteous Perfons in all this wicked Brood and
gigantic Race.

e. It

* Rev, aviii, 44+ Gen, vi. 2, 40
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2. It is generally a Grief and Sorrow to pious
Parents. It is faid of Efau, that he was forty
Years old, when he took to Wife Fudith the
Daughter of Beer:, the Hittite, and Bafkemath,
the Daughter of Elon the Hittite ; which were a
Grief of Mind unto [/aac, and to Rebekah ®.
Rebekak intimates her Anxiety left Zacob {hould
follow his Brother’s Example, and if that fhould
be the Cafe, that her Life muft be very burdesr.
fome indeed+. Many tender-hearted Parents
have felt the fame Anxiety, and Grief of Mind.

8. The Chriftian will run the Hazard of
many Dangers in marrying an ungodly Perfon.
Samfon loft his Eyes and Liberty, yea, even his
Life, by the Means of his Wife, who was a
Friend to the Philiflines, and more faithful to
them than to her own Hufband}. It feems to
be a Judgment upon him for proceeding contrary
to the Will of Gop, and the Advice of his
Parents, It looks as if he had married each
of his Wives, more out of Fancy, than accord-
ing to folid Judgment. She pleafeth me well§.
That was his Reafon why he turned afide. 4kab
was led on to his Idolatry, and to fhed innocent
Blood, by his cruel and impious wife, who was
the Daughter of the idolatrous Zidonzan King ||,

Solomon,

® Gen, xxvi. 845 35. ¢ Chap. »xvii. 46. 1 Judg. xvi.
5y &eo § Judg, xiv. 3. ]| 1 Kings xvi, g1, Chap. xxi. 7, 25.
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Solomon, the wifeft of mere Men, was drawn
from the Worfhip of the true Gop to Idols,
though carefully educated by his pious Parents ;
he was his Father’s Son, and only Beloved in
the Sight of his Mother*. He prayed fervently
to Gob at the Dedication of the Temple. Gobp
appeared to him twice; and he had long and
happy Experience of the gracious Dealing of the
true Gop. But notwithftanding all thefe Ad-
vantages, it came to pafs, when Solomon was
old, that his Wives turned away his Heart after
other Gops ; and his Heart was not perfe&t with
the Lor D his Gop, as was thec Heart of David
his Father.  For Solomon went after Afhtoreth,
the Goddefs of the Zidonians, and after Mzlcom,
the Abomination of the Ammonites+. Did not
Solomon, King of Ifrael, fin by thefe Things?
Yet among many Nations was there no King
like him, who was beloved of Gobp, and Gobp
made him King over all [frael ; neverthelefs,
even him, did outlandifh Women caufe to fin }.

4. The Remorfe and Regret that muft follow
fuch a Contraft. The good, though miftaken
Man, may thus refle€t upon what is paft: “ My
% Yoke-Fellow is not a Help meet for me; [
* did not procecd according to divine Direttion,,

“ but

* Prov.iv. 3.+ 3 Kings xi. 4, §. } Neh. xiii, a6,
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* but chofe for myfelf, and Gop left me to myfelf:
* Therefore I cannot expeét his Blefling upon my
“ Wedding, and I now muft needs be in great
* Anxiety about my Offspring, The LorD
* promifeth to blefs and multiply his People,
¢ and even to blefs the Fruit of the Womb;
* yet it is when they keep his Commandments,
“and do them*., I cannot blefs and praife
“ Gop for my Wife, as fhe is not the Gift of
* Gop, nor allowed by his Word +. As I have
* not regarded divine Rules, I cannot fay that I
* have married in the Lorp } : nor that I aimed
« at the Glory of Gop in it, as we ought to do
« in all Things §.”

8. The numerous Difadvantages that one may
expeét from an ungodly Wife. Thefe are fome
of them ;

1. If fhe is confidered in the feveral Relations
fhe may be fuppofed to fland in after Marriage,
fuch as Wife, Mother, Miftrefs, Friend, and
Neighbour, fhe will be deficient, very probably,
in each of them.

As a Wire. Samfon’s impious Wife was
very treacherous, as already obfervad. The
Heart

* Dent, vii, 5, 3, 22,230+ Prov. xviii. 92, and »ix, 14,
$ 1 Cor, vii. g9, § Chap. x. 3.
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Heart of a godly Perfon, cannot fafely trufl in
the Ungodly ®*: No, if the good Man fhould
want Advice in any Cafe, his Wife will be apt
to give him evil Counfel. A corrupt Tree can.
not bring forth good Fruit; and who can bring
or give a clean Thing out of an unclean? not
one. So that inflead of fuch good Counfel, as
prudent Abigail gave to David t, and he might
have expefled from a good Wife, he may fear
his Wife’s Counfel will not be fafe, but too
much refemble that of gezebel to her Hufband §,
or that which 7o had from his imprudent
Counfellor§. The Evil Counfel of an impious
Wife, will be more apt to corrupt a pious Huf-
band, elpecially in a Time of Temptation, than
his good Advice will be to convert her. In
Scripture, I cannot recolle&, that ever we find a
Wife converted through the inftrumentality of
her Hufband ; but more than once we hear of the
Hufband corrupted by his unconverted Wife,
Again, a gracious Man cannot expefl that a grace-
lefs Woman, can love him from a right Princi-
ple; nor can her Affeftions be founded upon a
good Bottom, as thofe of a gracious Woman are.
A Perfon in a natural State, can only love from
natural Motives, and often very flender indeed.
Mickal loved David ||; but, I dare fay, it was not

for

® Prov, xxxi, at. + 1 Sam. xxv.23, &e. 11 King
%xi. 7. § Job.ii.g. ] 1 Sam, xviii. 20
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for his Grace; but either as he was a comely Per-
fon, an eloquent Man, a fuccefsful Warrior, or
fomething of that Nature. 'We have no Reafon
to congclude, that fhe had an Experience of the
Grace of Gobp in her own Soul; and as fhe was
ignorant of that, Nature mufl be the Subjeft and
Obje&t of her Love. Nature is mutable, and fo
was her. Affe@ion ; for when fhe faw him after-
ward, influenced by Grace, praifing and glorifying
Gob with all his Might, fhe de/pifed him in her
Heart *; fhe fcoffed and reproached him. A
godly Woman hath two Knots to faften her Love
to her Hufband, more than the ungodly one hath.
She hath, not only the Band of natural Affeftion
to engage and oblige her Love to him; but fheis
likewife under the Conftraints of the Word of
Gop, and the Grace implanted in her Heart by
the Hory Spirit. Thele are three Bands for
one, and a threefold Cord, is not calily broken.
The pious Woman hath natural Affetion as
well as the other, for Grace teacheth her, not
to marry any one, exeept fhe loves his Perfon, as
well as his Principles and Praétice; but fhe hath
alfo fupernatural or fpiritual Love to her Huf-
band ; flowing from a divine Principle, and fix’d
upon valuable Objefls, even the Graces of the
Spirit in her Hufband, and the Fruit of it ap-

pearing

* 2 Sam. vi, 14, 16, 20, 21,
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pearing in his Life; and not only fo, but the
Scripture doth enjoin her to love and obey her
Hufband ; fhe takes Notice of God’s Inflitution
and Command, therefore her Love and Obedi-
ence, are out of a pure Conicience, and in the
Fear of Gop. After this Mauner, in the old
Time, the holy Women alfo, who trufted in
Gop, adorned themfelves, being in Subjeétion
to their own Hufbands; even as Sarak, who
obeyed Abrakam, calling him, Lord.* They do
it as unto the Lorb.t

As a Moruer. In this Relation, fhe will
rather hinder, than afift her Hufband in the very
important Duty of educating his Children in a
religious Manner, bringing them up in the Nur-
turc and Admonition of the Lor b, as he is com-
manded to do.} Her ill Example, and pernici-
ous Inftruétions, will have a firong Tendency to
influence the Children, {o that they may foon im-
bibe their Mothers erroneous Principles. No
doubt but fhe will think her own Way the beft ;
therefore it is to be expefted, that fhe will en-
deavour, rather than water, to eradicate thofe
good Principles, which the conlcientious Father
hath attempted to plant in their Minds; or at
leaft, that the will mingle her Wood, Hay, and
Stubble, with his Gold, Silver, and precious

D Stories :

* 3 Pet. iii, 5, 6. + Eph, v, 22, } Chap, vi. 4.
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Stones: So there muft needs be a Mixture and
Confufion. It is natural to fuppofe, that this
will caufe the Children, one while to imitate
the Father, and at other Times the Mcther; like
their Brethven, who fpake half in the Speech of
Afkdod, which was their Mother’s Tongue, and
eould not fpeak in the Fews Language, which was
their Father’s, but they fpoke according to the
Language of each People.* Or like thofe who
could pronounce Sibboleth plain enough, but not
the Shibboleth.t The Education of Children in
a proper Manner, is a very important Point, at.
tended with many Difficulties. Happy the Pa-
rents who join heartily and prudently in that
weighty Work. Oh, how unhappy it is where
both Parents negle€t it! and where but one is
concerned in it, and the other carelefs, it is even
then miferable with a Witnefs. If the People of
Gob knew experimentally the Importance of this
Work, while they are fingle, it is to be hoped
they would be more thoughtful in chufing their
Conforts, than many of them feem to be.

Asa MisTrEss. Here again, the good Man
will be at a great Lofs; he fhall have a Thorn in
his Side, nay, to fpeak plain, in his Heart. Does
he contrive how to fet up good Order in his Fa.
mily? He may promife himfelf no Affiftance

from

* Nch, xiii, 23y 340 7 Judg. xii. 6,
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from his Wife, but Refiftance; his Rules fhall
be defpifed and flighted. Is he for difcouraging
Vice ? She will indulge it, and wink at it; nay,
by her Example, fhe will encourage it, and pro-
bably by Words too. Is he for chufing thofe who
walk in a perfet Way to ferve him?* She
will be for thofe of another Charafter. Corrupt
Precedents, when fet up by Superiors, are foon
imitated ; fo it is not to be wondered, if Servants
will rather follow the Miftrefs than the Mafler.
How can he find in his Heart to correét Children
and Servants, for following the Example of their
Mother and Miftrefs, both in Word and Deed?
Thus he is like to be oppoled, and can hardly
hope that his Family will be a litle Church, as a
religious Man’s Family ought to be. But a pious
Wife is a very great Afliftance to manage and go-
vern both Children and Servants. She will watch
her Opportunity to promote Religion. She will
do her Hufband good, and not evil all the Days
of her Life. She openeth her Mouth with Wif-
dom, and in her Tongue is the Law of Kindnefs.
She looketh well to the Ways of her Houfhold.
Her Children (and Servants) arife up and call her
bleffed ; her Hafband alfo, and he praifeth her.+

As a FRiEND. Her Friendfhip can no longer
be depended upon than while pleafed; for fhe is
D2 net

® pfal <i. 6. * Prov. xxxi, 13, 26, 37, 28.
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not like cne of the Inhabitants of the holy Moun.
tain, who honour them that fear the Lor D, fwear
to their own Hurt, and change not.*

And as a NeiguBouRr. Her Example in the
Neighbourhood, as well as in the Family, will be
burtful. She will be familiar with thofe of her
own Dilpofition, and perbaps be in Company
with them too often, that fhe may converle in her
own Dialeét; for fhe does not love to converle
with her Hufhand, nor underftand his religious
Language ; neither can fhe abide his Friends, nor
approve of their Converfation. She muft look
cold vpon them, or leave the Houle. She can-
not be difcreet and keep at Home, be good, obe.
dient to her own Hufband, that the Word of
Gobp be not blafphemed.t A vile Perfon would
be contemptible in the Eyes of a pious Woman,
but fhe would be a Friend and a Neighbour to
thofe that fear the LorD.}

2. If we confider the feveral Occurrences of
Life, both profperous and adverfe, temporal and
fpiritual ; the godly Hufband muft {uftain and en-
dure many cutting Inconveniences, and Difad-
vantages. I would make a few Remarks here.

TEMPORAL

® Plaimxv. 4, + Tit, ii. 5. } Phl, cxix. 63.
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TemrorAL ProsperizY. If Providence
finile, and the Affairs and Concerns of this Life
go on fuccefsfully, the will not eye the Good-
nefs of Gop, nor confider the Operations of his
Bountiful and benefieent Hand ; confequently the
will not give him Thanks, nor endeavour to re-
turn according to Benefits received.* She will
be apt to attribute all her Wealth and Profperity
to her own Prudence and Induftry ; therefore will
facrifice unto her Net, and burn Incenfe unto her
Drag, concluding, that by them her Portion is
made fat, and Ler Meat plenteous.t Whereas
one that fearcth the Lord would fay, It is the
Lord our God that giveth us Power to get Wealth,
that he may eftablifh his Covenant.} It is he
that blefleth our Seed fown ; and it is his Blefling
that maketh rich; therefore let us honour God
with our Subflance, and with the Fruits of all our
Increafe.§

Times of SPIR1TUAL Jo¥. When the good
Man’s Soul is refrefhed with divine Confolation,
and Franquility of Mind; when he is indulged
with the Shinings of God’s Face ; when his Heart
is elevated and tranlported with fome fpecial
‘Fokens, Pledges, and Evidences of diftinguithing
Love and Favour; when he is conflrained to fay

Dy with

® 3 Chron, xxuxii, 25. + Hab.i.16. 1 Deut. viii. 18,

§ Prov, iii. g,
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wi h the Prophet, “ I will greatly rejoice in the
« Lord, my Soul fhall be joyful in my God, for
¢ he hath clothed me with the Garments of Sal.
¢« vation, he hath covered me with the Robe of
« Righteoufnefs ;"* and in fhort, when he is moft
delighted with the Things of God, the Companion
of his Bofom muft be an Alien to the whole.
She hath neither Lot nor Portion in all this; yea,
though in one Senfe fhe be Bone of his Bone,
yet here fhe is a Stranger that intermeddleth not
with his Joy. When his Heart rejoiceth, and
his Tongue doth praife the Lord, her Heart is
dead, and her Tongue is dumb, with Regard to
any Afliflance afforded him. Nay, fhe will re-
fift and oppofe, for fhe concludes that this Frame
in her Hufband, proceeds only from fome light,
vain, and airy Fit that took him; and to be either
the Effe&t of Pride, Vain-Glory, and Self-Con.
ceit; or of Folly, Phrenzy, and Madnefs. This
will induce her to flight him now more than ever,
her Scoffs and taunting Behaviour muft now be
to him a Thorn in the Flefh, the Meflenger of
Satan to buffet him. When Mickal oblerved her
Huiband tranfported with divine Joy, leaping and
dancing before the Ark of God, fhe defpifed him
in her Heart; and when he came into his Houfe
to ble(s his Houtfhold, his Wife made him a cold
Welcome, She went out to meet him, not to

help

* 1fa, lxi. 30,
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help on his Joy ; no, but to let him know what
defpicable Thoughts fhe entertained of him, when
fhe looked out through the Window. She com.
pares him to a vain fhamelefs Fellow.* Such
Treatment at that Time, muft no doubt damp
his Spirit, and on a fudden ruffle his Temper, fo
that, inftead of joining together to clofe the So-
lemnity of the Day, in praifing and glorifying
Gono forall his loving Kindnefs, they fall rather
to Raillery and Banter.

Thus it is very difagreeable for a fpiritual Per-
fon to be joined to one that is void of true Reli.
gon, even while he is in a profperous State ; but
where is the Man that hath the Candle of the
AiLmiGHTY always fhining upon his Head?
Are not the Saints rather to expe&t Tribulation,
Straits and Difhiculties in this World? Then
two are better than one, for if they fall, the one
will lift up his Fellow; but wo to him that is
alone when he falleth ;+ yet, alas! it is better to
be alone in a Time of Diftrefs, than to have one
always prefent that will be fure to make the Bur-
den heavier. I would add a few Obfervations
upon adverfe Circumftances.

SE ASONS of common AFrLiCcTIONS and Ap-
VERsITY. This muft be expefled, asitis the
Lo

® 2 Sam, vi. 30, a3, 22. t Eccliiv. 9,- 30,
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Lot ofall Mankind. Many of thefe Seaflons prefs
heavy upon a godly Man, but if he hath an un-
godly Wife, will fhe now aflift him, and endca-
eour to comfort his dejefted Heart, and lift up
his weak Hands? Or will the not rather murmur
and repine, and every now and then caft her Squibs
at Religion, faying, This is your Religion ¢ This
will be a Sword in the Bones indeed, while fhe
faith daily, Whkere is thy God#* It does not ap-
pear that Hagar lift up her Voice to Gop in
Prayer, but rather in a repining and diftruftful
Manner, bewailed her Circumftances. Gob
heard the Voice of the Lad, it is not faid, that he
heard her Voice.}

TimeE oF TEMPTATION., God will fuffer
his People to be tempted, though he is faithful,
and will with the Tewptation alfo make a Way
to efcape.§ Pious Abigail produced her bleffed
Counfel, back’d with her wife and weighty Ar-
guments, to remove Davids Temptation, and
prevented him from contraéling Guilt, and much
innocent Blood from being fhed.| When Ma-
noak looked upon himfelf as a dead Man, how
prudent and pithy doth his Wife reafon with
him ! But a gracelefs Wife will be too ready
to imitate Fezebel, who, when her Hufband co-

veted

® Pfal. xlii. 10, 3 Gen. xxi. 16, 17. §1 Cor. x. 13,
| 3Sam. xxv. 28, &ec. ® Judg. xili, 22, 23
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veted his Neighbour’s Vineyard, advifed him to
take away his Life.* Haman’s Wife was fuch
another.t It is not improbable that Saphira
helped on her Hufband in his Temptation, fhe
was privy to it, and agreed with him.§ She did
not at as Abigail did. Yob’s Wife plainly fug-
gefted that it was in vain for him to retain his
Integrity, and wait Gop’s Way and Time of De-
liverance, in the Ufe of appointed Means; but
fhe would have hiin take the neareft Way to get
out of Trouble, right or wrong.|] Ob, what a
Difadvantage is it to have an imprudent Wife
when one is tempted !

TiME of SeiriTuaL DEserTioN. While
the Children of Gop are in the Wilderne[s, their
FaTuER doth often, for wife Ends, hide his Face
from them, and then they are in Trouble.f
When the Soul of a truly religious Man is caft
down within him, fo that he is overwhelmed with
Sorrow, and ready to fay, I am afraid Gop will
be merciful no more:||] Oh, what a miferable
Comforter an irreligious Wife will be then! She
will tell him, very probably, that the Whole pro-
cceds from a melancholy Temper, too much Read.
ing, Moping, and hearing Sermons ; converfing
too often with his canting Brethren, &c. 1f the

is

* 1 Kingsxxi. 7, 35, § Efh. v, 14, ( Alsv. 2, 9. || Job
il g, € Plal xxx,y. Ia, viil 17, [ Pf, Ixxviis 2. 3+ 42 7
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is in a good Humour, the may advife him to di-
vert and recreate himfelf among fome merry Com-
pany, who will not mention any Thing about
Religion; and perhaps fhe will add, that if he
will not leave his religious Way, he will foon be
befides himfelf. Alas! how cutting this muft be
to one that is already within a little of crying out,
1 am afflifled, and ready to die; while I fuffer
thy Terrors, I am diftrafted.* But a really reli-
gious and experimental Wife, would take ano-
ther Method upon fuch a trying Occafion. She
would remind her Hufband of the rich Promifes,
in their Freenefs and Fulnefs ; and would reafon
with him like Manaok’s Wife. Like a fkilful
Scribe, inftruéted unto the Kingdom of Gob, fhe
would bring out of her Treafures, Things new
and old. She would relate to him her own Ex-
perience, faying, like Eliphaz, I will fhew thee,
hear me, and that which I have feen, I will de-
clare,t and, as Davtd, declare what God had
done for her Soul.} All her grave, ferious, and
feafonable Exhortations, fhall be feconded and
intermixed with fecret and fervent Prayer, wreft-
ling with God for her forrowful Hufband. When
the HoLy SPIRIT is gracioufly pleafed to blefs
her Advice, and anfwer her Petitions, the Soul
of her lately dejefted, but now refrethed Yoke-
Fellow, will be drawn forth in fuch grateful Ex-

preflions

® PRl Ixexviii, 15, 4 Job xv. 17. $ Pfal. Ixvi. 16.
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preffions as thefe, “ My Dear, thou art an Help
¢ mect for me; many Daughters have done vir.
¢ tuoully ; but thou excelleft them all.” A Wo.
man that feareth the Lord fhould be praifed.®
Give her the Fruit of her Hands, and let her own
Works praife herin the Gates.

TiME of open PERsECUTION. Many of the
Saints meet with the fiery Trial of Perfecution,
and no Man, when he doth marry, may be fure
that it will not be his Lot before the conjugal
Knot is diffolved. 'Will an unregenerate Wife
at fuch a Time be agreeable? Will fhe admini.
fter Comfort, and encourage him to refign the
Whole of his and her Concern unto Gop ? Will
fhe be like one of the Daughters of Sarak, who
do well, and are not afraid with any Amaze.
ment ?t Or like the religious Perfon, who is not
afraid of evil Tidings, becaufe his Heart is
fixed, trufting in the Lorp P} Thele excellent
Qualifications are not to be expeéled in a Perfon,
that doth not favour the Things that be of Gop,
but thofe that be of Men; but it is rather to be
fuppofed that fhe will take her Hufband, and be-
gin to rebuke him, faying, Be it far from thee
this fhall not be unto thee. Her Language at
fuch a Time may be,  What Harm 1s it to bow
the Knee now and then to Baa/? To do Obes-

fance

® Prov, xxxi. 89, 3o, 8t. + 1 Petyiii, 6. 3 Pfal, exii. 7,
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fance once to the Golden Image fet up by Nebu-
chadnezzar the King ; feeing all the Nobles and
the Bady of the People do it ? Are you wiler
than all the Empire? Do not the Fews them-
felves obey the King; excepting a few weak
Perfons, who indulge their ftubborn Humour,
or at leaft, unreafonable Scruples ? If we do no
greater Sin than that, I hope the Lorp will
pardon, and forgive our going fometimes to bow
in the Houfe of Rimmon ; efpecially, when we
do not reverence any Thing in our Heart with a
divine Worfhip, but the true Gobp: Therefore
do not be fo imprudently and foolifhly fcrupu-
lous and precife.” Thus fhe will perfuade him
to fhun Perfecution, but make very light of a
good Confcience. If he flill retain his Integrity,
and will not obferve her Advice, fhe may, like
Samfon’s Wife, prefs him daily with her Words,*
and urge him to think of his Wife and Chil-
dren, &c. Now if the perplexed Hufband hath
not quite yielded like Samfon, what Anfwer can
he return? If he fays, Turn thou behind me
Satan, that will exafperate her. If he fay, What
meaneft thou, thus to reafon, to weep, and to
break my Heart? 1 am ready to {uffer any Thing
for the Sake of CurisT, &c. Then fhe will
conclude that all is gone; for fhe can find no
Comfort in any Thing bat fome worldly Enjoy-

ment,

® Judg. avi. 16,
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ment, and therefore it will be in vain to make
Ulfe of fpiritual or religious Arguments to fatisfy
her. Here again the good Man will be worfe by
far than if he had been without a Wife. Once
more.

TiME of SicknNEss and DEaTtn. This a
gracious Man is to look for; but will a carnal
Wife be now a Help neet? far from it. Does
he now want to converfe about the other World,
an Intereft in Curist, Forgivenefs of Sin, the
Joys of Heaven, and fuch important Points?
His Wife is ignorant of thefe Things, therefore
fhe muft be dumb, except he can talk to her
about worldly Concerns, and thofe probably,
that are quite impertinent at this Time. Would
he have his Children carefully cultivated for
Gob, and trained up in the Way they fhould
go? He muft not expet it from his Wife, but
rather fear that Religion will die with him in
his Family, and his poor Children be left to the
Guidance of a blind Mother; and when the
Blind leads the Blind, what muft follow?
Would he adminifter any Confolation and Cor-
dial to his Wife, he is now like to leave beliind
in the World! Oh, how gladly would he do it}
but what could he fay? would he comfort
her with the comprehenfive Promifes of the Co-
venant of Grace, that are made to all the Pco.
ple of Gon ? Alas! how can he do that, when

E he
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he cannot, in Confcience, conclude that fthe 1s a
Child of Gop, but rather fear, that not one of
thofe rich promifes doth belong to her? Would
he exhort her not to mourn as one without Hope ?
This will not do, for it does not appear that ever
fhe underftood what a good Hope through Grace
was. Shall he addrefs her thus? ¢« My dearWife,
“ you have been the Partner of my Sorrow and
*¢ Joy in the Wildernefs ; very pleafant have you
* been to me, your Love to me was wonderful,
* like Fonathan’s Love to David* You have
* been my faithful Yoke-Fellow. In every Tron-
* ble you bore your Part with me. Now do not
* be dilcouraged, Gop will be with you, the re.
« maining Part of your Time in the Wildernefs.
* We muft part, but it will be for a thort Time ;
« you will foon follow me to the Regions of Light,
* Glory, and Blifs, a delightful Immontality, of
* which we often converfed together with Satis.-
* faflion, &c.” Oh! no, no: This his Con-
fcience will not allow him to do in the important
Hour; for he can refle@ with Sorrow how it has
been in Time pafl ; and for any Thing that he can
fee, he 1s now about to take his everlafling Fare-
wel.  Did fhe bear and nourifh up Children for
him ? Did fhe eat and drink with him daily? Yea,
like Uriak’s Wife, eat of his own Meat, and
drank of his own Cup, and lay in his Bofom ?

‘What!

£ 2 Bam, i 260
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What! and now part for ever! One to Light,
and the other to Darknels! How pungent the
Thought? Who can explore it to the Bottom ?

Thefe are a few ¢f the many evil Confequen-
ces, and numerous Difadvantages, which a pious
Perfon, whether Man or Woman, is to expeét
from the unadvifed Choice of an impious Yoke-
Fellow. I fhall now confider an Objeétion that
may be made.

1. A godly Man may marry one whom
he knew to be a firi& Profeffor of Religion, and
he hoped fhe was really a gracious and virtuous
Perfon; yet it is not impoflible for him to meet
with thefe Difadvantages.

Anf. Then fhe proved to be a great Hypocrite,
and confequently worf¢ than the common Sort of
Sinners; but notwithftanding that, if his Con.
fcience bears him Witnefs, that he expeéled the
Bleffing of Gop upon his upright and regular
Proceeding at firft, he cannot meet with fo
many of the evil Confequences, nor the Difad.
vantages ; though he was difappointed, yet he
hath more Peace in his own Mind. But if his
Confcience fuggefted to him before hand, that fhe
was but a mere Profeflor, and not religious in-
deed, then heaéted very wrong. His End, Aim,
and Defign, could not be right, therefore thefe
Judgments came upon him juflly and defervedly ;
for he made of her Profeflion, but a Cloak to co-

Es ver
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ver fome By-end and low Defign. If a Chriftian
doth marry a Perfon whofe Grace he greatly f{uf-
peéls, it is but a very fhallow Excufe for him to
fay, She profeffed Religion; for therein he atts
different to what any wife Man would do in tem-
poral Affairs. 'Who would marry 2 Wife for the
Sake of her Fortune, and at the fame Time doubt,
whether fhe be worth a Groat in the World ?
the Application is eafy.

Quef. Should a pious Man mind any Thing
but Gsace in the Choice of a Wife ?

Anf. Yes; he fhould mind feveral Things be-
fides, {uch as thefs,

1. He fhould, as far as he is capable, confider
what might be her chief Motive and Inducement
to accept of his Addrefles; whether it be his Ef-
tate, Perfon, Parts, Eloquence, good Tempen
or the like ; or doth fhe admire his Graoe chiefly.
Iffo, her Motive is jufl ; for in entering into the
State of Wedlock, I apprehend that the Woman
fhould weigh the Matter, as well as the Man,
and follow the fame Rules; fhe ought to be
as free and as cautious in her Choice as he fhould
be, If the does not proceed in the Fear of Gop,
fhe may meet with-all the evil Confequences and
Difadvantages mentioned already, and many mare.
1 only confider the Man as addrefling, and the
Woman as accepting or not accepting; and the
Jhould with much Concern lay the Cafe before

Gob,
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Gop, praying that fhe may be direfted aright;
whether it be her Duty to accept or rejett.

2. Natural Temper fhould be confidered. 1Itis
not enough that the Man and the Woman be
truly gracious; there oughtto be a Suitablenefs of
Temper and Difpofition., A Difpofition and Hu-
mour may be very agreeable to one Man, but as
difagreeable and unfuitable to another.

3. Some Propostion in Age, Perfon, Educa-
tion, and Quality, ought to be minded. A great
Difference in Age is not very fuitable, or agree-
able. If he cannot love her Perfon, he fhould
not make Choice of her as a Wife. 1 may have
a great Regard for a Perfon, as a valuable Chrif.
tian, yet I might not love her Perfon as a Wife,
As to Education and Quality, it is neither eligible
nor convenient to have the Difference very wide
either Way. If fhe is far fuperior to him, they
are like to be a continual Burden to each other,
for he knows not how to behave himfelf accord.
ing to her Degree and Rank, nor fhe according
to his. If fhe is far inferior to him, fhe is nat
capable of managing his Affairs in the World,
and then fhe is like to be more a Hindrance than
a Help to him. Neither can they fo much as con-
verfe together, to mutual Satisfattion, when there
is a great Difproportion in their Education.

4. 1 would not be underfloed as undervaluing
the Things of this Life, as nat at all to be

minded
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minded by a Chriftian; but my Defign is, that
Grace fhould by no Means be neglefted, what-
ever elfe may be deficient. He may lawfully
eye the Things of Time, either in his own Pof.
feflion, or that of the Perfon he eyes, as the
Objett of his Choice, as fubordinate Means of
their Well-Being bere. Nay, Perfons ought to
confider, whether they be like to live comfortably
with what of the World they are like to have.
They Thould beware of Snares.

Queft. What if swo be manied while in an
unconverted State, and afterward one is called
by the Grace of Gap, while the other continues
as before; is the Marriage Band in fuch a Cafe
diffolved ? If not, the godly Perfon muft labour
under the fore-mentioned Difadvantages. What
Courfe is he to take?

Anf To the firft, the Marriage Bond is not
diffolved, they are in that Refpeft, as nearly re-
Jated as before; for the unbelieving Hufband is
fan8ified by, ar to the Wife ; and the unbelieving
Wife is fan€lified by, or to the Hufband., 1 Cor.
vii, 10, 13, 19, 13, 14. To the other Quef.
tion, I fhall anfwer, by giving the Converted
Perlon the following Direttions:

1. Let him earneltly pray for the Converfion
of his. Yoke-Fellow. 2. Let the converted Per-
fon convince the other by conflant Praflice, that
Religion doth not forbid or hinder, but command

and
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and encourage the mutual Duties of Man and
Wife, Religion fhould always make the Man a
better Hufband, and the Waman a better Wife.
3. Let the pious Perfon, whether it be the Man
or the Woman, by plain Example, fhew the other
that Religion is not a bare Name, but that the
more religious any one is, the better he is qua.
lified to manage any temporal Affairs or Occur-
rences in Life. He will proceed more regular
and prudent. 4. Let that Perfon by a favoury
and prudent Converfation, and particularly at
proper Seafons, well timed, endeavour to perfuade
the other to fee the Beauty of Religion, and the
Deformity of Vice, tagether with the miferable
Confequences of this, but the glorious Conclu.
fion of that, What knoweft thou, O Wife, whe-
ther thou fhalt fave thy Hufhand? Or how
knoweft thou, O Man, whether thou fhalt fave
thy Wife? 1 Cor. vii. 16.

5. Finally, if all will be ineffeftual, let the
pious Perfon, exercife himfelf to keep a Con-
fcience void of Offence towards Gobp, and to-
ward Men, bearing the Crofs with Patience,
praying for much Wifdom, and in Meeknefs flill
inftrufing the other, if, peradventure, Gop will
one Time or other, give Repentance to the ac-
knowledging of the Truth.

Now I fhall clofe the Whole with a Word of
Exhortation to the Hufbands that have religious

and
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and agreeable Wives, and to the Wives that have
pious and loving Hufbands. Prize and value
your Privileges. Be very thankful for them.
Remember they are the Gift of Gop, and what
a precious Gift they be. Look over their Infir-
mities, and cover them with Love; there is no
finlefs Perfe&tion here. Think of your owsnt Im-
perfeftion, with Care and Impartiality. En-
deavour to render the Life of your pious Yoke-
Fellows, as comfortable as you poflibly can.
Pray often for them in particular. Read care-
fully the Scripture, that you may know your
own Duty. Beware, left you fhould be too fe-
vere in obferving their Duty, but forgetting
your own too much. Look upon it as a very
diftinguithing Mercy, that you are Heirs together
of the Grace of Life, and let it be your Study
how to live as fuch, 1 Pe, iii.



