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ON iNTEREST iN

ChRIST.

while without faith, can never become interested at all.
For God is of one mind, and who can turn him ? and what
his soul desireth that he doeth. I saw the dead small and
great stand before God,-and whosoever was not found
written in time book of life was cast into the lake of fire
that is, all who were not interested.
hen Paul says, "Christ bath redeemed us," he must
intend by the term, all that ever shall be saved, all the
elect. And when he says, "For as many as are of time
works of’ tile law, are under the curse ;" he cannot be
thought to have contradicted himself. His meaning must
therefore be, that all who are working at the law forrighte
ousness and life, are, by tile same law, accursed as sinners
qf Adam’s race; and that their works cannot possibly
deliver then, but that all such must have perished for ever,
if Christ had not sovereignly redeemed a remnant according
to time election of grace.
10. As to the uruo to Christ above mentioned, it is
not to be restricted to a vital union, which is but the eflèct
of a decretive one. " As the decree of election flows
from the love of God," says Doctor Gill, "and is in Christ
from everlasting, there must of course be an union to him
so early : the UiiiOil of the elect to God, as it is in its origiimal, is an internal immanent act in God. The love of God
is indeed the bond of union between God and his chosen
people, or that by which he has taken them intonear union
with himself. This bond of union is indissoluble by the
joint power of men and devils. Now of this love-union,
there are several branches, or illustrations and confirma
tions, and all in eternity. There is an election-union, a
conjugal-union, a federal-union, and a legal union, between
Christ and the elect. In a word, umlion to Christ is the
first thing, the first blessing of grace flowing from love,
and effected by it; and hence is the application of all
others; of him are ye in Christ Jesus, first loved and
united to Christ, and then it follows, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemp
tion." Thus, the Doctor most forcibly asserts union before
faith, and according to him, the union may be justly said
to be the foundation of interest. But such views are now
not to be mentioned, except to censure theni as highly
injurious : so gm’eatly are the churches degenerated, since
the times of lJoctor Gill and his fellow-labourers in the
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kingdom of our Lord. The highest
approved, is union by faith:
the
unites to Christ," saith Mr. F. But
holy nature, if regeneration be the
terest and union admitted? Our min
fear, are mostly contented with ass
unconverted are under the curse of th
of them have any interest in Christ.
may be rejected, and sufficient merit
are in our day in high request. Bless
believing in .Jesus to the saving of
all such God-dishonouring notiomls.
Mr. F.’s notions of union by faith, a
faith, seem to proceed entirely on th
men are chosen on the ground of their
election is, therefore, conditional. Y
granted, that none ever did, or will b
those who are chosen of God from e
gospel with him was yea and nay, to
Arminians, as the letters of Mr. D
To assert an election of persons from
and a consequent redemption of the sam
by Christ, and at the same time to de
verted simlner is interested in Christ, i
sistent with the word of God, and c
sense.
"

SECTION X.

ON THE 1’ROMISE, As GIVEN AND

OUR author imagined, that God’s pro
general and particular. Hence he has
which the promise is taken, by what i
immg faith, is not the same as that in whi
promise itself. As given in the word,
ral, applying equally to one sinner as
token, it is considered as particular, a

The distinction here made appears to
tmnscriptural, and consequently injurio
8Y tltc promise, he must certainly mean
*
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