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believers? To every unbeliever for whom Christ has given
himself a sacrifice, he will give faith to receive that sacri
fice. The gospel warrants this to be believed.
2. He who admits the scriptures to be the rule of his
judgment, is certainly required to believe, that Christ has
already redeemed him from the curse of the law ; pr that
his salvation is forever impossible; and that Christ will
never save efficiently, any one whom he has not already
saved meritoriously. To all the rest he will finally say,
I never knew you. But he still says, All that the Father
giveth me shall come to me; and shall in no wise be cast
out. This also the gospel warrants all who read, or hear
it, to believe.
3. Christ laid down his life for hischosen sheep, "whether
they then believed in him or not." Faith is no cause or
condition of redemption, though it is an infallible evidence
of it. But if God has not spared his own Son, but de
livered him up for all his chosen people, how shall he not,
with him also, freely give them his Holy Spirit, his holy
word, and faith to receive it aflCctionately?
Mr. F. says, "there was no promise that Christ would
save him, whether he believed in him or not." This is
spoken of the man who, at last is found to have no interest
in Christ. Bat what is meant by their being no promise,
that Christ would save the lost nian if lie believed in him,
or if he believed not? Is not this shutting the door of
mercy on all men? Is it not saying Christ will save no
one? I may be told Mr. F. never meant to say, Christ
would not save the sinner, though he should believe in
him, I dare say he did not, hut it shows that he could say
strange things. The gospel however, does not warrant us
to believe him in this, any more than it does in many other
of his erroneous assertions.
8. Speaking of a man in perdition, he says, "That for
which he ought to have trusted in Christ was, the obtain
ing of mercy, in case lie applied for it: for this there was
a complete warrant in the gospel."
Our author here again supposes the effect to precede its
own cause; for lie has supposed an ungodly person, who
has not obtained mercy, to trust in Christ. But mercy is
the root of recumbency, as well as the object and end of it
not only is it sought and received by faith, but it also be
Whoever trusts in Christ for mercy, has
stows faith.
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nor can there be any feast in the gospel contained, but for
tile royal priesthood; but these have an altar, whereof they
have no declared right to eat that serve the tabernacle, or
that cleave to the law in. opposition to the gospel. Now,
the gospel is intended to exhibit the preparations made by
the settlements of grace, in, and with Christ, as the surety
of his people. There can be no reference to any other per
sons in the doctrine, than those provided for in tile covenant
of promise, and whom Christ died for on the cross. Whom
the Father adopted in his will, the Son redeemed by his
blood, the Holy Spirit quickens by his power, and the
gospel nourishes by its truths.
2. It is said, "Sinners of mankind are freely invited to
partake of it." There are none on earth but sinners; and
therefore, they are sinners who are invited no doubt; but
this does not prove that sinners without distinction are
invited.
They are all sinners who are invited, but all
sinners are not invited: in the sense in which Mr. F.
evidently uses the term. The greater part of sinners never
hear of the feast at all, which strongly testifies that it never
was intended for them. And very many of those who
hear of it, have no saving benefit by it; nor ever experi
ence any sense of their need of any such provision. They
are chosen to see the table spread, and to hear of the good
things prepared for all that want them, and to attend in
the meetings of the saints, but they have no inward relish
for these spiritual blessings, and often hear of the enjoy
ments of the righteous without envy or anxiety; but not
always without impression, to a certain extent. There are,
however, many marks of difference amongst them who yet
are all alike dead in sin. A.nd except a man be born of
the Spirit he cannot see the kingdom of God.
3. Inviting sinners, conveys no clear idea, as to the
persons supposed to be invited, while the appellation re
mains unexplained and unknown. Different persons in an
assembly would attach very different ideas to the term;
and some would question whether it could at all, with aiiy
fairness, be applied to them. In the established order of
things, invitation properly follows preparation for the in
vited, and also a spiritual want .and receptive capacity,
qualifying the agent to enjoy the welcome given. And
whom God invites, he invites in love, as truly as he elected
in love; for the elected, the redeemed, and the invited are
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began,* and his giving it THROUGh Christ, by the power
of tile Holy Spirit in the heart, in regeneration and con

version. He all along confounds the gift and the manifes
tation of it by the gospel. Faith was as really and properly
a gift as any other thing; so that there can be no propriety
in speaking of it as that for, or through, which all other
Doubtless,
things are certainly ours, in point of right.
right and possession ought to be distinguished ; the one is
before faith, the other is through faith. But if men are
determined to pay no attention to those necessary and
scriptural distinctions, we shall certainly continue to be
troubled with another gospel.
I am well aware that this subject respecting the sinner’s
warrant to believe has been differently stated by different
authors, but as my business is to answer Mr. F.’s notions,
it will not be expected that Ishould formally notice others.
Mr. Booth has taken one way, and Mr. Scott another, but
confusion and contrariness may be pointed out in their sys.
tems. For as they undertook to serve both sovereignty and
conditionality; universal and restricted grace; no man
need marvel if they seemed a little mazy in their perfor
mances. How could it be otherwise?
This much ado about the general warrant for all sinners,
we must remember, does not pretend to save Esau, and
Jacob is safe without it. Even Mr. F. has acknowledged
"that none ever did or will believe in Christ, but those
who are chosen of God from eternity." No. 14. A warrant
to rely upon Christ refers to special favour, and is only
necessary for the new-born and needy soul, that is apt,
through a view of its own sins and unworthiness, to be
sinfully and injuriously diffident, in its applications to God
for salvation by Christ Jesus. It is useful to repel fear
from tile timid mind, through the power of the Holy Com
forter, who for that purpose uses the encouraging language
of the declarations and promises of the gospel. The Holy
Spirit .is engaged for the applicatory part of the divine
plan of mercy and salvation; as truly aS was tile Son of
God for the meritorious procurement of that salvation. No
warrant, therefore, ought to be supposed, or mentioned, as
extending beyond the Spirit’s office, or as preceding tile
grace of it, in the regeneration of’ the chosen seed. The
Eph. i. .3.

2 Tim. i. 0.
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Faith is precious, and without it no man can please God;
but it does not follow that, we are to exalt it above its own
sphere of acting, and attribute those things to faith whicim
most evidently have far higher causality. I am so far from
admitting that, faith is the foundation of union to Christ,
and of interest in him; that I reverse time idea, and affirm,
that they are the causes of special faith. But, that an
evidence and an enjoyment of interest are by faith obtained,
under the Holy Spirit’s enlightening and applying influ
ence, is most willingly acknowledged. But Mr. F. con
fined his ideas to interest through the Holy Spirit, and
entirely overlooked the proper ground of interest by tile
sovereign will of God the Father; and so doing, he might
be said in a sense, to assert truth; yet, it was not the
whole truth; nor suited to give his readers any copious
and uniform view of the subject of a gracious interest in
the Son of God, as time head of tile Church and Saviour
of the body, chosen in him.
1. Interest may be viewed in two respects, both as elec
tive and effective: or as decretively constituted, and as
efficaciously manifested. The former is, by the eternal
Father of our Lord; the latter is, by the eternal Spirit of
our Lord; or, the first is, by an immanent act of the divine
will; the second is, by an effectual act of divine power;
the one precedes faith, the other is through faith. Interest
is constituted by the former, and is manifested by the latter.
Hence it is clear that, the trite language of no intere be
fore faith, is fallacious.
2. Relative and influential interest may be further viewed
by comparison. C’onstituting an interest in Christ was
taking a certain fore-known people into Christ, as a public
head by eternal election; manifesting an interest, is bring
ing Christ into the hearts of the elect by power: the
former is real interest, the latter is revealed interest.
Constituting our interest was writing us in his will; but
manifesting it, is putting us in possession of the legacies
the former is real and absolute interest; the latter is the
believing enjoyment of it.
Here it is easy to perceive
the difference between right and possession: but the former
is truly interest, the latter is the fruit of it. Constituting
our interest was making us righteous in Christ, as the
head of the elect body; manifesting our interest, is by the
Holy Spirit’s witnessing that we are justified through faith.
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hut a very moderate calviniust can believe such a timing.
Vet, Mr. F. says, " Unconverted sinners are hot interested
in Christ."
6. If no unconverted sinner is interested in Christ, then
neither caii Christ be interested in any unconverted simiiier;
iut, Christ is interested in many uncomiverteti sinners
therefore, many unconverted sinners are imiterested in
Christ. It’ interest is by the will of God, and not merely
by the transitive act of his power, then it roust be eternal,
for the acts of the divine will are eternal ; and, if so,
interest must be before faith. God’s elect were known,
loved, and blessed in Christ, before tile world, therefore,
before they believed. Now, surely, it will not be pretended
that, they might be known and loved, yea blessed! with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places, and yet not be in
terested in tile love, or the blessings.
7. According to Mr. F.’s extravagant notion of no in
terest but by faith ; all mankind are alike without any
interest or share in Christ, until some of them believe,
for
nothing being domie for and in behalf’ of one more than
rffj5
s
another, until that act of belief is put forth.
excluding election, the covenant of grace, the work of time
Mediator, and the truth of those texts, which represent
redemption as a work meritoriously finished FOIL a certain
people; many of whom are yet unborn, or if living on
earth, are in unregeneracy. ‘l’hus, this moderate calvinism
would exclude the whole of the fundamental principles of
the christian system. Let the serious be aware of it, and
eai’miestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints:
and that kmmowing the time is come upon professors, in
which they vill not endure sound cloctriiie, that now it is
high time for the truly spiritual to awake out of sieep.
s. ‘Fime interest that any individual bath in Christ more
than another is not revealed." ‘[his is utterly false. " Intcrest as revealed respects us as characters."f True; but
still it respects us as persons possessed of those characters.
It is certain that the interest of every believing individual
is revealed, leyonl any thing that can be known of them
tllat believe not. But as Mr. F. knew these things, what
could immducc him to write as he did ? He speaks of interest,
and of its being revealed ; if these two are distinguishable,
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while without faith, can never become interested at all.
For God is of one mind, and who can turn him ? and what
his soul desireth that he doeth. I saw the dead small and
great stand before God,-and whosoever was not found
written in time book of life was cast into the lake of fire
that is, all who were not interested.
hen Paul says, "Christ bath redeemed us," he must
intend by the term, all that ever shall be saved, all the
elect. And when he says, "For as many as are of time
works of’ tile law, are under the curse ;" he cannot be
thought to have contradicted himself. His meaning must
therefore be, that all who are working at the law forrighte
ousness and life, are, by tile same law, accursed as sinners
qf Adam’s race; and that their works cannot possibly
deliver then, but that all such must have perished for ever,
if Christ had not sovereignly redeemed a remnant according
to time election of grace.
10. As to the uruo to Christ above mentioned, it is
not to be restricted to a vital union, which is but the eflèct
of a decretive one. " As the decree of election flows
from the love of God," says Doctor Gill, "and is in Christ
from everlasting, there must of course be an union to him
so early : the UiiiOil of the elect to God, as it is in its origiimal, is an internal immanent act in God. The love of God
is indeed the bond of union between God and his chosen
people, or that by which he has taken them intonear union
with himself. This bond of union is indissoluble by the
joint power of men and devils. Now of this love-union,
there are several branches, or illustrations and confirma
tions, and all in eternity. There is an election-union, a
conjugal-union, a federal-union, and a legal union, between
Christ and the elect. In a word, umlion to Christ is the
first thing, the first blessing of grace flowing from love,
and effected by it; and hence is the application of all
others; of him are ye in Christ Jesus, first loved and
united to Christ, and then it follows, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemp
tion." Thus, the Doctor most forcibly asserts union before
faith, and according to him, the union may be justly said
to be the foundation of interest. But such views are now
not to be mentioned, except to censure theni as highly
injurious : so gm’eatly are the churches degenerated, since
the times of lJoctor Gill and his fellow-labourers in the
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