THE QOSPEL WARRANT.

who shall at last prove to have no interest in the salvation
of Christ, ever possess for trusting in him? Let it be con
sidered what it was for which he was warranted or obliged
to trust. Was it that Christ would save him whether he
believed in him or not? No, there is no such promise;
but an explicit declaration to the contrary. To trust in this,
therefore, would be trusting in a falsehood. That for which
he ought to have trusted in him was, the obtaining of
mercy, in case he applied for it: for this there was a com
plete warrant in the gospel declarations."
Ans. This, I presume, is called moderate calvinism, but
it is very manifest that it is not the truth as it is in Jesus.
Observe, reader, they who are in perdition, were, while on
earth, within the hearing of the gospel, warranted and
obliged to trust in Christ. Do you ask for what? The
answer is, "for the obtaining of mercy, in case they
applied for it."
I. By applying for mercy is meant a coming to, or
believing in Christ for it; and this coming, Mr. F. says,
must be in the spirit of the gospel, which supposes, that the
person so coming, is born of the Spirit; is already a par
taker of mercy, and in a saved state; and so can never be
Ibund to have had no interest in the salvation of Christ.
2. According to Mr. F. we are to say that, the unre
deemed ought to have hoped for mercy; and, that they
might have been saved who are now lost, but for their
want of application to Christ, who neither knew them, nor
ever suffered in their stead! Who, that exercises common
sense, can credit such absurdities?
3. MThat is involved in the obtainment of mercy? It
supposes that all they who obtain it were eternally in
terested in it, on account of the great love wherewith God
loved them, even when dead in sins. The gospel warrants
all the poor and needy to trust in Christ for mercy, even to
eternal life; but, what has this to do with sinners in gene
ral ? Unto the wicked, God saith, " What hast thou to do,
that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth ?"
4. Doubtless, if those, who at last prove to have no
interest in salvation, had been interested, as all the elect of
God are, they would have been caused to apply to Christ
for salvation, through the beginnings of salvation in their
hearts, as all the elect do. As many as are ordained to
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