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alarm of fire, they should coldly reply, aye, we believe you;
but continue to sit round their bowls, and take no measures
to escape, could any one think that they really did believe
the alarm; surely not. Just thus it is with wicked men.
The fire of divine wrath is revealed from heaven against
them. The solemn declarations and warnings of the Bible
give the alarm, and withal point to a way of escape, saying,
flee from the wrath to come! Men reply, we believe these
declarations, and the danger we are in, but yet live uncon
cerned, and take no measures in real earnest, for their souls’
escape. It must, therefore, be concluded, that unbelief
lurks at the bottom, and that they do not in reality credit
the declarations of the Bib1e."
Ans. Here again things are very badly matched, and
very improperly represented. Mr. F. thinks he has given
an exact description of the condition and conduct of all
wicked men! "Just thus it is, says he, with wicked men."
But is the assertion true? Are the cases parallel through
out? I believe not. 1. All wicked men do not believe die
word of God, nor will they coldly reply, "aye, we believe
you." But there are some who do believe the word to
be true, and that they are law-breakers, and must ever
lastingly perish, if Christ have not redeemed them from the
curse of time law. They are at times much alarmed by
natural conscience, knowing their spirit and conduct to be
contrary to the word of God, but thien they are sustained
and kept on in a profession of religion, by false and em’rone
ous descriptions of the work of the Holy Ghost in the soul,
from time mouths of unsent Ministers, who have not received
the gospel in the light and power of the Holy Ghost; and,
by a groundless delusive hope that they are right, as to
their state before God, although they have not that expe
rience of the gospel which they hear some people speak of;
nor can they say their conduct, perhaps, in their own judg
ments, is right in Goti’s sight. But they hope and desire,
like the sluggard, to be better. Mr. F.’s arguments all
along proceed on the supposition of all unregenerate men
thinking and acting nearly alike, in matters of religion.
But it is sufficiently evident that they do not. Sonie in
dulge deistical principles, and profess not to believe divine
revelation at all. Some will not take tue trouble to read
the word, nor yet to hear it; othei’s cannot; these must be
‘
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the blessings of the gospel; they do not believe the life and
portion of the godly to be so good as, all things considered,
to be pi’eferred before their own."*
Ans. 1. It is an incontestable truth, that r1o wicked
man ever did, or ever vill, while unregenerate, evangelically
and feelingly, in the life of Christ, anti by his operation.
internally prefer, and faithfully exalt, the life and Portion of
the chosen saints, who live by faith, and enjoy deliverance
front the dominion of sin that dwelleth in them. But, as
before observed, persuasion may be well founded, when it is
miot regarded, or when seduction prevails against it. The
above ci ta tieti will not prove that iv icked men caminot be
lieve the gospel to be true.
It is utterly impossible fom’
an unregenerate man to be the subject of a gracious pcrsmiasion, while lie remains unchanged, or destitute of the imature
of Cli nist U CU internal work of tile Holy Coin fortei’ ; yet
he may be possessed of a netural Ci’SU5OU in the light
and exercise ci’ reason, that the life and portion of tIme
godly is preferable to his, according to scripture: or, he
may not be able to see that himself is not one of’ time godly,
whom theLord has set apart for himself. 3. It is possible for
a nian to be brought to think mote favourably of’ the flfe of
others, thaii his own ; and, yet riot be able to live that
life, through time want oftliat internal spring of’ action which
is essential to it, amid the prevalence of imi-.lvelling sin,
which is comitm’ary to it. A wicked man can only have a
very defective l’uowledge of the godly, and their life amid
portion, and tue persuasion lie may possess, and Ins conclu
sions will doubtless be accordingly. 4. It should evem’ be
remembered, that the guilty and filthy shall surely be
punished ; that, though their nature amid practice is quite
opposite to God, and hateful iu his sight, yet lie knoweth
how to glorify himself in thenif ; that he a ill harden whom
lie will; that properly to choose and prelcr the life and
portion of the elect iii Chm’ist Jesus, supposes aim interest in,
and possession of, that ltvo’ur, which is sovereign amid f’m’ee
anti of wit ichi the law has no knowledge, nor authority
to requ ‘c it of’ any of its subjects, who are under its curse.
Time law is transgressed, and iuaocence is irrecoverably lost.
It is now the ni inistration of death, and constantly avers
that man shall lie therefore, it cannot authorize us t
exhort mcii to possess and act life. When any of time fallen
.
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word of God does not warrant any man to be
lieve that Jesus Christ is both able and willing to save
every sinner; besides, we are told that some are not written
in the Lamb’s book of life, and that these are cast into the
lake of fire.’ Now, how can the warrant be general, and
the provision of salvation be particular? It is utterly im
possible, that any of’ the posterity of the first Adam should
ever obtain salvation, for whom the second Adam was not
made a head and a surety, by counsel and covenant from
everlasting.
2. The gospel is a transcript of the covenant of grace
and redemption, therefore, as that covenant is not of equal
extent with the covenant of works, under which the unre
generate remain, it is not possible for the gospel, when
rightly understood, to warrant all who hear it, to believe in
Christ for salvation, which is restricted to the settlements
of the covenant of grace and redemption.
3. The gospel is designed to instruct, convert, and
nourish all those souls whom the Holy Spirit quickens to
a life of feeling, or holy sensibility. It warrants none to
believe in Christ, with that faith which apprehends and
endears Christ, and saves the soul, but those who are
brought to a sense of their inward pollution, guilt, and
frailty; and are, in the scriptures said to be, hungry, thirsty,
poor in spirit, needy, naked, wounded, sick and sorrowful.
But all such are new-born, as to principle, and therefore,
very distinct from sinners in common. Such, indeed, are
warranted to trust in Christ, and all such are brought to
trust in him, and are saved in him with an everlasting sal
vation. And Mr. F. himself, says, " It is only as a sinner
exposed to the righteous displeasure of God thatany one must
approach him: any man that owns himself a sinner, bath
as fair a ground for his faith as any one in the world that
bath not yet believed : a conviction of our beirg utterly
lost must precede an application to the Saviour." Now, if
all this be true, as I believe it is, how can the gospel be a
complete warrant, as he has said, for every sinner to apply?
It is certain there are many, who have opportunity of
hearing the gospel, who are not thus convinced; who do
not thus think of themselves.
4. Mr. F. also contends, ‘That all who conic to Christ
must conic in the spirit of the gospel, A right spirit does
1.
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who shall at last prove to have no interest in the salvation
of Christ, ever possess for trusting in him? Let it be con
sidered what it was for which he was warranted or obliged
to trust. Was it that Christ would save him whether he
believed in him or not? No, there is no such promise;
but an explicit declaration to the contrary. To trust in this,
therefore, would be trusting in a falsehood. That for which
he ought to have trusted in him was, the obtaining of
mercy, in case he applied for it: for this there was a com
plete warrant in the gospel declarations."
Ans. This, I presume, is called moderate calvinism, but
it is very manifest that it is not the truth as it is in Jesus.
Observe, reader, they who are in perdition, were, while on
earth, within the hearing of the gospel, warranted and
obliged to trust in Christ. Do you ask for what? The
answer is, "for the obtaining of mercy, in case they
applied for it."
I. By applying for mercy is meant a coming to, or
believing in Christ for it; and this coming, Mr. F. says,
must be in the spirit of the gospel, which supposes, that the
person so coming, is born of the Spirit; is already a par
taker of mercy, and in a saved state; and so can never be
Ibund to have had no interest in the salvation of Christ.
2. According to Mr. F. we are to say that, the unre
deemed ought to have hoped for mercy; and, that they
might have been saved who are now lost, but for their
want of application to Christ, who neither knew them, nor
ever suffered in their stead! Who, that exercises common
sense, can credit such absurdities?
3. MThat is involved in the obtainment of mercy? It
supposes that all they who obtain it were eternally in
terested in it, on account of the great love wherewith God
loved them, even when dead in sins. The gospel warrants
all the poor and needy to trust in Christ for mercy, even to
eternal life; but, what has this to do with sinners in gene
ral ? Unto the wicked, God saith, " What hast thou to do,
that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth ?"
4. Doubtless, if those, who at last prove to have no
interest in salvation, had been interested, as all the elect of
God are, they would have been caused to apply to Christ
for salvation, through the beginnings of salvation in their
hearts, as all the elect do. As many as are ordained to
*
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