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contain, had he had liberty to introduce them. 1. II I
rightly understand him, he repeatedly suggests, that no
man can believe the gospel to be true, while in an unregene
rate state, because it is contrary to the "grain of his heart."
But, as he at the same time allows, that their opposition is
silenced, and that a conviction is planted in their consciences
that the gospel must be true; and, further, observes, that
"this conviction is called believing," though, as he thinks,
in an improper sense, i. e. it will not prove saving; it is
easy to see that his arguments will only serve to prove what
no good man will deny, namely, that whatever persuasion
any man may have of the truth of the gospel while he is in
an unregenerate state, lie is not thereby saved, or does not
believe to the saving qf his soul. It is utterly impossible,
for him so to believe, prior to a new nature beinggiven him;
as soon might the effect precede its own proper cause.
2. However culpable a man may be, as a possessor and
kver of the old man of sin, which is corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts; it must still be absolutely impossible
for him to possess and love the new man, until God creates
his own workmanship, and blesses him withi all things that
pertain to life and godliness, by his Spirit, as before ordained.
And to say that, he could be regenerate, be holy, love
Christ, and live by faith, if he would, is only saying, he
could be and do those things, if he were made willing. Is
notevery act of the will, an effect of prior agency? Is it not
a natural irmipossibihity for the carnal riiind to will its own
change, or to will as though it were spiritual? Or caii a
Blessed be our
man act spiritually without a will?
God for ever, lie has instructed his children, and taught
them to know, that "it is not of him that willeth, nor of
Jthn that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. They
that believed on his name, were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, BUT OF GOD."
Quot. "‘[he Jews declared themselves to be Moses’ dis
ciples, and had no doubt but they believed him; yet our
Lord did not allow them to believe his writings, Had ye be
lieved Moses, says he, ye would have believed me for he
wrote of me. ‘[he same is, doubtless, true of’ all others
who assent to his gospel merely from having been educated
in it. Did they believe it, they would be consistent, and
embrace those things which are connected with it.*
Ans. This will not answer the purpose for which it is here
* Page 19, 20.
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covenant seed, amid are ever disposed to point their igiiorant
phihippics at all those preachers who "contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints." 2. To the words last quoted
from Mr. F., he adds, "And such are those professing
Christians, with respect to the gospel, who receive not the
lore of the truth that they may be saved." This leads me
again to observe that, the purport of Mr. F.’s reasoning is,
to prove that those persons who are destitute of special
saving faith, and who do not receive the gospel in the love
of it, are without any spiritual and saving knowledge of it;
whatever degree of persuasion they may have of its being
true. But this will not prove that an unregenerate man
cannot believe that what God says in his word is truth,
and shall be performed accordingly. Mr. F.’s design was
to prove, that an unregenerate mart could not possibly
believe the gospel; and, that whatever conviction he might
have of its being true, yet he could not believe it propei’ly
speaking, because his faith in the truth of it was not of a
saving kind; but lie has not accomplished his design. To
persist in saying, that notwithstanding the knowledge and
faith an unregenerated man may have in he gospel, he
does not properly or savingly believe it, proves not the
point in hand.
Quot. "The scripture not only requires internal as well
as external duties; but, if I may so say, exhibits internal
as well as external truths. It not only affirms general
truths, but describes their intrinsic nature and glory; and
no person can properly be said to believe the gospel, unless
he believe one as well as the other, because this only is be
hieving it to he what it is."
Ans. Here our author distinguishes wonderfully, if I may
so say. 1. Ve are here told what the scripture requires
what it exhibits, what it affirms, and what it describes, with
a small piece of logic into the bargain. Truth in the
hearts of God’s i’egenerate family answers to truth in the
scriptures no doubt. It is the work of the Holy Ghost to
take of the thimigs of’ Christ. and SHEW them to his people.
That which is externally declared in the word of’ truth,
becomes internally written on the heart by the operation of
the Holy Comforter in his office-power from time Father and
* 1st Edit. page 14.
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sublime mysteries of the gospel may be believed, why not
any other part of’ the word?
Quot. "Some men think they are great fi’iends to the
doctrine of election, yea, almost tlìe only friends it has left
in the world, who yet never from their heart believe it
would be a fair thing in God to choose others, and to cast
them off. Such cannot be said to believe the equzty of the
doctrine, and they might almost as well have believed
nothing at all about it."
Ans. Surely this was committed to paper at a time when
our author was very drowsy. He thinks no man can be said
to believe the equity of the doctrine of election, without
he, at thesame time, believes it would be a fair thing in God to
choose others, and to cast him of. Now, had lie said they
iiever from their hearts believed it would have been a fair
thing in God to have chosen others, and passed by them,
lie would have been much more consistent with scripture,
and experience. The scripture declares he will not cast off
his people, and his faithfulness to his promise is what his
people have to look to for support. On the other hand, all
the rest are appointed to wrath, and seeing God changeth
not his mind, how can any man, possessed of the spirit of
Christ, ever believe it would be right in God, who cannot
lie, to choose the rest, and cast off the election of gi’ace?
I am certain that those persons. who so believe the doctrine
of election, cannot believe it equitably. I will, therefore,
give Mr. F. his words back again in the following way
Some men think they are great friends to the doctrine of
election, yea, almost the only friends it has left in the
world, who yet fiever from their heart believed it to be a
fair tiling in God, to continue to love and hold fast, those
whom he bath chosen, and to continue to hate and i’eject
those whom he bath cast off. Such cannot believe the
equity of’ the doctrine, and they might quite as well have
believed nothing at all about it.
Quot. "Many seem great advocates foi’ the doctrine of
persevei’ace, who yet never coi’dially admitted the idea of’
persevering iii grace and holiness. Perseverance with such,
as one said, is’ the tacking together a beginning arid an end,
and leaving the devil to fill up the middle.’ Such, instead
of believing the truth, believe a lie, in SUpposiig eternal
blis5 to be connected with suchi a kind of’ lif’e."f
* 1,t Edit, page 14,
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believed nothing at all about it.
Quot. "Many seem great advocates foi’ the doctrine of
persevei’ace, who yet never coi’dially admitted the idea of’
persevering iii grace and holiness. Perseverance with such,
as one said, is’ the tacking together a beginning arid an end,
and leaving the devil to fill up the middle.’ Such, instead
of believing the truth, believe a lie, in SUpposiig eternal
blis5 to be connected with suchi a kind of’ lif’e."f
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so, although he has never seen him in the light of saving
grace, as the called ones of the Lord have. The gospel
declares, that Christ Jesus is precious to them that believe.
The new-born children of God have seen Jesus Christ in
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, and there
fore, feel a real love to him, and are thereby drawn to him,
and inwardly ‘inclined to stay upon him. The mere pro
fessor has only heard of Jesus Christ, and received him
in intellectual light, as lie is externally manifested in the
doctrines of the gospel. He will assent and consent to the
truth of the gospel, and to this truth amongst others, that
Jesus Christ, is in himself, and to his people, lovely and allsufficient. The words last cited, were designed to prove
that an unregenerate man could not possibly believe the
gospel, but they do not answer that purpose.
Quot. "They men in general see ito form nor comeli
ness in Christ, nor beauty, that they should desire hmi;
therefore, they cannot believe him to be altogether lovely."
Ans. It is possible for a person to believe an object to
be lovely in itself, and also to be lovely in the eyes of
others, upon the faithful testimony of those who have
seen and know it; when the persons supposed so to believe,
may not have seen the object himself’ at all. All unre
generate men do not think and act alike: while some do
not believe the scriptures concerning Christ, others do, and
have no doubt but salvation is in. by, amid through Christ.
And in many respects they are useful in the professing
world, and time real children of God are, at certain times,
and in certain senses helped by them.t But, perhaps it
will be said, they cannot inwardly and feelingly believe him
to be altogether lovely, as the church meant by the word.
It should be remembered also, that the matter in dispute
for the present is, not whether they can believe savingly,
but whether they can possibly believe at all, that what
God has said in his word concerning Christ is true; not
whether they can believe so as at the same time to possess
the witness of their adoption in themselves; but, whether
they can believe the record that God gave of his Son:
which record is, that God s’iath given to us eternal life;
and that this ljfe is in his Son: that he that hath the Son,
/mah lzfe; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not
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sented thus : I see the death of my fellow-creatures
from thence I infer, I must die sometinie; and thierefbre, I
do not so much believe time testimony of God as miiy own
inference from repeated observation; and such inference is
intuition.’ or knowledge not obtained by the deduction of
reason! But it is objected, is it not to gratify the wicked to
suppose they may believe many things, and yet act incon
sistently ? Not at all. They should be told plaimily, that
persuasion may be well founded when it is not regarded,
or where seduction prevails against it."
Quot. " Persons may profess to believe many things
which they do not, yea, may suppose themselves really to
believe them; but if’ it indeed were as they say, it would
shew itself by their actions. Men believe various things in
the world to be odious, and others dangerous; that arsenic
will poison them, or fire burn them; and they act accord
ingly, they make it their constant endeavout’ to shun
them.*
Ans. It is said, persons may suppose themselves to be
lieve many things which they do not. Is this speaking
congruously? Suppose by niamiy things are designed many
truths: As, Christ is the head of the Church, and the
Saviour of the body. He appeared once in the end of the
world, to put away sin by the sacr?,flce of lmirnself He
bowed his head and gave up the ghost. And the vail of the
temple was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom. If
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
Now can any rational person believe, or suppose himself to
believe these assertions to be very true, and at the sarrie
time disbelieve them, or believe them to be vel’y false? Om’
can he disbelieve the truth of the above assertions, and yet
really believe, or think he believes them to he very true at
the same time? I think hot surely. But it will be said
probably, that such a pem’somi as is above supposed, does not
believe the qualities and properties of time truth, amid that
this only is believing it to be what it is. To which it has
been replied, if a proposition be true, you believe it in its
fullest extent, if you believe all that is predicated of its
subject.-That as to the qualities and properties of these
propositions considered as truths, they have only ONE, and
that is thieii’ distinction from falsehood. It is f’urther said,
Men believe various tImings iii the world to be odious, amid
"
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