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all the pm’onmiscs am’e in Chi’ist, so am’e all the hemi’s of them
nor have aiiy of time uimchosen, who are not in Churmst, Itoh’
ever will be, ‘any righut unto time gracious promises of time
gospel, whichu are peculiar to the elect seed mu Churist.
2. All promised blessings comne to tue Imeirsof salvation
through the nmediation of’ Christ. It ns, therefore, ilmmpossmble for those, foi’ whom CImrist has muot acted as a sul’ety,
ever to partake of the promise of iife, which is omuhy to be
enjoyed iii him, by hminmi, and tlmi’ough hunnu.
3. God has miot only promnised that all who believe in
him, and love him, shuall be saved ; hut he has also pro
mised, that faith amid hove shall be given amid exercised
through Jesus Chn’ist, amid by time power of’ the Holy
Spirit, according as they were given in and to Christ, as
the Mediator, by the eternal Father, in the even’lasting
covenant of grace. ‘ Thus saith the Lord, I will be thieir
God, ammd they shaii be my people. I will put my Spii’it
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, amid ye
shail keep my judgmmments, and do them. Umuto imimmu shahh
men come. A seed shall sem’ve himim. I will have mercy on
whmommm I will have mnen’cy. rfhmy people shall be willing in
the day of thuy power. All that the Fathei’ giveth mime,
shah come to me. I will draw all uimto nme. ‘l’he other
sheep I must bring."
4. To say, as our author has done, "That time pm’omumise
is genemal, applyimmg equally to one sinmmen’ as to ammothem’," is
highly incoimsistent, and imicapable of any smmhstanmtial pn’oof
On the same page lie says,
All that God luath revealed
on tue subject of interest imm Clmrist, respects us as charac
ters, who believe, love, and obey him." ‘then how can the
promnise be general, applyimig equally to all? if thue pi’omise
respects us as chuaractem’s, thmeni it canmuot apply equally to
thuose who answer to time characters specified, amid to tiuose
who do not ammswer to them. God’s promise calm never
apply to ammy omue who is mmot interested iii its contents, ammcl
wtmo nevei’ emujoys its bhcsimigs. H is legal threatenimigs may
miever be executed, for reasomms evideimt, bum, luis evamigelical
promises can mievei’ lhih of’ fuhfihnuemmt they are all yea, amid
amemm, iii Christ. How could those prorimises either ghorify
God, or benefit nuemm, whmch never could be fulfilled, until
time sinnem’ to whom they ai’e supposed to be givemm, should
‘ease to retain the character of’ a mere sinner, amid be ossessed of a new heart, amud a right spim’ut ? It is certain, that
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known ; which are the very ideas expressed iii the deflnition to be overturned, as the reader may see by looking
back to the answer given to a former quotation, where faith
is considered as, "a persuasion upon inward knowledge,
being led by the Spirit into the truth not a knowin more

than the word dc/ures, yet such an inward knowledge as no
man ever could attain by all the declarations of the word
only." Our author’s distinction, between faith and con
sciousness, therefore, cannot prevail to overturn the deh-.
nition ; and vet, if it be not overturned, the dutv-systeni
must be in tottering circumstances.
Finally, If Mr. F.’s opinion be a orthy of esteem, and
that he was a man of a powerful wind is not to be now
questioned, I have the advantage of having him on my
side. For he first says,
Whether we possess the chaiac*
teis of believing, lovnig, and obeying, is not an object of
faith" Then in the next page, he contrarily assures us
that, "to believe ourselves interested in Christ, is the same
thing as to believe ourselves the subjects of special grace."
Again, "To believe oursclves in a state of salvation, how
ever desirable, when grounded on evidence, &c’ Again,
If I believe myself to be a child of God, it is either
a truth that, I am what I believe myself to be, or it is not.
If it is, then my being persuaded of’ it now scripture evi
dence is tlie belief of’ the truth, is faith.’’ Thus reader,
you may see that, V1 r. F. has affi rined and denied the
same thing repeatedly ; so that his testimony was both yea
and nay, and therefore, unlike to that of the A postles.
Such inconsistency, however, has a tendency to convince
the prudent, that a contradictory system will expose the
weakness of’ its advocate. And we way safely conclude
that, the definition our author undertook to overturn,
remains in its station with undiminished firmness, lie that
believeth bath the witness in himself. Faith is the evidence
of’ things unseen. Hart he reasoned on faith, and conscious
ness, as he has done on perception and faith, and on faith,
hope, and love, iii his Appendix, he niust have seen and
admitted that, the distinction he has here made, was unappm’opi’iable to his purpose.
Quot. The scriptures alwa,1s represent faith as teruilnating on soimiethiiig without us ; namely, on Christ, and
"
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being ciiliglitened by the holy Spii’it, and cannot possibly
precede an internal revelation of Christ in the heart, by the
poerful shining of’ the glory uf God.* But, over this
i ntei’nal revelation, the will of’ nuau has no controu I : that
kiiml of act, theref’oi’e, to which this revelation is essential,
cannot be the duty of any, to whom such revelation is
denied.
And Mr. F. says, " It is riot by means of a

Spim’itual perception, or belief of the gospel, that the heart
is, for the first time, efièctuahlv influemicerl towards God
for spii’itual perception and belief, ai’e represented as the
EFFECTS, miII not the causes of such influence.’’f
Now,
if God hiiiiself cannot produce these effects, but by such
i nfl uence, which influence necessarily in ust originate with
hiniself, surely, the condemned simmer is not to be lamnel
for not producing thiem without such influence, over ‘x hichi
necessary influence lie has not comniand, nor ever had.
The attemuti ye reader will perceive that time definition i’e
milaitis in perfect safety at present.

SECTIOIN VI.
TIlE

SUBJECT

CONTINUED.

Quot.
A persuasion of Christ being both able antI
willing to save all them that come unto God by h iii, aiml
consequently to save us, if we so apj!y, is very hiflerent,
front a persuasion that we arc the children of’ God, and
interested in the blessings of’ the gospel."II
Ans. It is ti’ue, these two persuasions are different, and
it is easy to distinguish them ; hut who can make any
tliing like gospel of’ the formem’ of them ?
I. Our author’s srmpposed belevei’ in Christ, is one who
has not yet applied to hi W, 01’ one who has not yet Collie
unto God by hi i-n. lie has, however, made Ii iwsel f partly
m’eady f’oi’ the approach ; for lie is persuaded that Chii’ist is
able and willing to save him, if’ he do but apply to Iiimiu.
This is much the sante as supposing, a wan, who cannot
‘‘

save hi iiiscl U, may yet empower li is Makem’ to save hiimii
2. Mr. F. says, " IJiconverteci sinners are not iiiterested in Cli rist ;‘‘ hit they who have not yet coitue o
Cor.
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whom his Father has committed to Ii is hiaiids : the,1 c/iall
onie; amid none others ever will conic. ij they apply, is
language that caniiut be harnuoiu ized with abso! ii te election,
real medeuu ptmon, and spi m’itual m’egeueration by t he Holy
Coniforte.
I. Jesus wheit on earth finished the ilmipurtant work
w hichi Ii is Father had gi veim hi in to do. Was he not will
ing when he engaged as a surety, and laid down his life as
a sacrifice for the sins of a peculiar people ; Christ has
redecmed all Ii is people, amid! delivered them f’rom the
wrath to come. He bath perfected for ever them that are
sanctitiedl, therefore, his ability and! WIllingness do miot
wait for their applying to him. But Mr. F. has wi’ittei as
if’ Christ had only brought all mankind into a salvable
state, -and wade salvation certain to none, until the guilty
ci t’ature by Ii is puiiy acts, adds validity to the work of’
Ii mu, w ho by hi is own ‘armii brought salvation.
that Cli rist. is both able aol will lug to
7. A
save all that collie unto God by Ii en is a sound amid scriptui’al faith : and lie v ill reuaiii able to save all such, unto
the day of’ his tiiial appearance in the clouds of’ heaven.
But whether a man believes that Cli st is able to save liiiii,
or others ; still lie must reckon that Chii’ist has absolutely
redeemed! them of whom lie entertains such a persuasion
for no reasonable being cami imliagiiie, while lie reveres the
scriptures, that Christ cati in f’nI nrc save any one eflicmeiitly, whom lie has not saved niei’itcriously.
8. it’ the ability of Chi’ist be of himself, and not of’ the
creature on whose behalf lie is able, then the creature’s
applying has no causal influence on that ability: but the
ability of Christ is of himself’, and riot of the creature on
whose behalf lie is able ; therefore, the creature’s applying
has iio causal intl uence on that ability. rFhiis argument
shows the conditional clause :
if we so apply," to be
uttei’ly inapplicable aiuh fairly excluded by allowed princi
ples. Foi’, if the ability of’ Cli rist be of Ii iiitsehf, thie con
clusion is unavoidable, and our author’s favourite IF niust
be abandoned as an opposer of’ the almighty Saviour.
9. It’ the persuasion of Christ’s ability and wihhimugiess
to save all them that conic unto Got I by hi mu, be spiritual,
then it SUPPOSCS tile subject of’ it to be a child of God, and
interested iii spiritual hlessiiigs’, ht1t the persuasion of
Christ’s ahilt and willingness to sa t’ ahl thieiii that conic
-
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of’ faith, it will not follow that, there is no true faith
where interest remains a matter of c!oult because faith
mimay be real where it is very feeble. But Mr. F. has
reasoned as though the greatest degree of’ faith did not
iii hope
include a persuasion of’ being interested in Chirist,
in
his
way.
stood
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have but little faith in degree,
in its nature, and it disposes them to seek for a greater
degree of it : that Chi’ist, who, by the Holy Ghost, is the
author amid finisher of it, would, by his exceeding great and
mighty power, cause it to act to its proper height, accorduig
to its nature and end. Hence the apostle, iii his second
epistle to the Thessalonmans, says, "We pray always f’or
you, that our God would count you worthiy of this calling,
amid FULFIL all the good pleasure of’ his goodness, and TilE
that the name of our
With POWER
WORK
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in you, and ye in him,
glorified
may
be
Lord .Iesus Christ
accoi’ding to the grace of’ our God, and of’ the Loi’d Jesus
Christ." rj,[ie Lord puts forth a greater powei’ iii the new
nature, or spirit of faith, which his children possess, when
he causes them to enjoy aim assumance of’ faith ; but he does
"
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That such a belief of’ the trnthi is

saving faith, is readily gi anted ; but to infer from-n hence,
that there is no other kind of faith, but this, is inconsistent
and comitram’y to scripture. It is not merely what a
believes "concerning Cli rist,’’ that makes him a true
cli ristian, but also how he hel eves time truth. Alt bough
the greater part of the scriptures above cited by Mr. F.
may serve to prove that a belief of’ the ti’uth, through the
operation of’ the Holy Ghost from Chii’ist, the living head of
the church, his body, is saving faith ; still it does not follow
that there is no such thing as a miaturat, coiiimon, or historica I faith iii the gospel of’ Christ, effected by the Cotillion
operation oh’ the Holy Ghost, working upon the principles
B’ natural anmi
of nature in the exercise of reason.
coniinon fhith said one I mean such a faith as is attained
in the natural and ornlimiai’y way of our knowing and believimmg ; antI I call it conitimon, because men may have it
who perish, cir whilst in unregeimeracy, as elI as those who
ai’e saved by grace, being horn again; Sinmon Maguc as
well as Peter: theim Simon hiniseif believed also, amid
devils are said to believe a/so and tremble. Ann! this faith
bath foi’ its object that, which is equally evideiit to all -ho
have the same naturah and extei’nal advantage and oppor
fun ity of knowing and believing.’’-" To receive a testi ii mommy
ii oman or divine, may be cat led hi oman oi’ divine common
faith, according to the testimony it receives anti yields
absent unto."-" Let men assume w hat air of’ assurance
they please, to deny the distinction of’ faith is either, first,
tn deny that they w ho are said to believe, as Simon, amid
the many who our Lord sa iii believed in liz-s name. when
they SOW his nmiracles, had amty kind of’ faith at all, which is
iiot to expound, but to contm’adict the word of God ; or,
consequently they am’e all gone to heaven, having that faith
which always accompanies salvation, or, else, to deny
the distinction, is, to deny the necessity of’ any supernatural
work upon the soul, to make it meet to partake of the zrmheritance of the saints in light, i. c. to deity the necessity of’
iegeneratiOli ; Or, it must place regeneration in the pm’of’ nature, and iiake our salvation, as to the application of
it. to be of nature, lint of grace, coiitmal’y to the apostle
Ye ai’e saved by g:ace, thi rough faith, ant! that miot of
voursel’,es ; it is the gilt of God.’
"

"

111,10.
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Ans. Perhaps it may be fairl
believing is always improperly
salvation is not coniiected ther
if Mi’. F. wished to substitute
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roost likely could have found a
tiinents inuch bettet’, than t
Page 21.

1 OhIO xii, 1-2

Exod. iv, 31. antI x
Ac Is. viii, 13. .J an,es ii.
E

48

iin.

t/mroiic’h Jesus Cli nsf.

IF
F.’s

FAITH,

DEFINITION

That such a belief of’ the trnthi is

saving faith, is readily gi anted ; but to infer from-n hence,
that there is no other kind of faith, but this, is inconsistent
and comitram’y to scripture. It is not merely what a

believes "concerning Cli rist,’’ that makes him a true
cli ristian, but also how he hel eves time truth. Alt bough
the greater part of the scriptures above cited by Mr. F.
may serve to prove that a belief of’ the ti’uth, through the
operation of’ the Holy Ghost from Chii’ist, the living head of
the church, his body, is saving faith ; still it does not follow
that there is no such thing as a miaturat, coiiimon, or historica I faith iii the gospel of’ Christ, effected by the Cotillion
operation oh’ the Holy Ghost, working upon the principles
B’ natural anmi
of nature in the exercise of reason.
coniinon fhith said one I mean such a faith as is attained
in the natural and ornlimiai’y way of our knowing and believimmg ; antI I call it conitimon, because men may have it
who perish, cir whilst in unregeimeracy, as elI as those who
ai’e saved by grace, being horn again; Sinmon Maguc as
well as Peter: theim Simon hiniseif believed also, amid
devils are said to believe a/so and tremble. Ann! this faith
bath foi’ its object that, which is equally evideiit to all -ho
have the same naturah and extei’nal advantage and oppor
fun ity of knowing and believing.’’-" To receive a testi ii mommy
ii oman or divine, may be cat led hi oman oi’ divine common
faith, according to the testimony it receives anti yields
absent unto."-" Let men assume w hat air of’ assurance
they please, to deny the distinction of’ faith is either, first,
tn deny that they w ho are said to believe, as Simon, amid
the many who our Lord sa iii believed in liz-s name. when
they SOW his nmiracles, had amty kind of’ faith at all, which is
iiot to expound, but to contm’adict the word of God ; or,
consequently they am’e all gone to heaven, having that faith
which always accompanies salvation, or, else, to deny
the distinction, is, to deny the necessity of’ any supernatural
work upon the soul, to make it meet to partake of the zrmheritance of the saints in light, i. c. to deity the necessity of’
iegeneratiOli ; Or, it must place regeneration in the pm’of’ nature, and iiake our salvation, as to the application of
it. to be of nature, lint of grace, coiitmal’y to the apostle
Ye ai’e saved by g:ace, thi rough faith, ant! that miot of
voursel’,es ; it is the gilt of God.’
"

"

111,10.

Quot. "The remorse of Ju
the convictions of the Jewish r
antI the fearful apprehensions
they had already felt, is calle
infer, from the application of
feelings of Judas, that there is
pentance, so neither ought we
going applications of the te
nothing spiritual in a real beli
Ans. If, by real belief, is me
i’ises out of eternal and vital un
and Mediator of the everlasting
it is readily granted, that such
he said to have nothing spii’itu
But still I presume it is pos
to be persuaded in their own
Holy Ghost working in them,
light of reason without reg
Christ in them, as a living and
sanctification, that what God
This isl think sufficiently evid
though such belief is not savin
in the scriptures, and I conce
also, even though the persua
natural one, produced withou
of heart,
Quot. "It is true, this con
but it is only in an improper s
which is connected with justifi
ever conviction any man may
is against the grain of his he
the proper sense of the term
knowledge him as such."
Ans. Perhaps it may be fairl
believing is always improperly
salvation is not coniiected ther
if Mi’. F. wished to substitute
above passages, in the room
roost likely could have found a
tiinents inuch bettet’, than t
Page 21.

1 OhIO xii, 1-2

Exod. iv, 31. antI x
Ac Is. viii, 13. .J an,es ii.
E

