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they had iiever apostatized ; therefore, it cannot require

that evangelical love, by which faith works, and sinners are
saved. If I am bound to be, and act, as an innocent man,
I cannot, by the same law, be required to be and act as a
regenerated sinner, saved by grace, and redeemed by blood.
The character required by the law, according to Mr. F.’s
own reasoning, would not be that of a christian, were it in
possession ; therefore, faith in Christ must be out of the
question ; for where Christ is excluded as the object, faith
cannot be requisite as an eye.
10. If the law of God requires no natural impossibilities,
then it cannot require follen man to re-produce the princi
ple lost by the fall ; but Mr. F. says, the law requires no
natural impossibilities ; therefore, it cannot require fallen
man to re_piod uce the principle lost by the fall. Man
became puuishalIe for his lisobelieuce, but to re-instate
himself in the divine favour, was neither possible nor conimandable. Having sinned, he must abide the consequences,
ins innocence once lost is for ever gone; and except sove
reign mercy had interposed, the whole race of Adam
must have endured, the equitable, but awful, sentence of
indignant justice. if even it were admitted that, man by
the first offence lost a power of believing, it would not
follow that, lie is to be exhorted to restore it. WThen
Uzziab presumed to burn incense contrary to the law of
God, and became a leper in consequence of his rash intru
st, it was not his duty to restore himself to soundness.
But it was his sin that brought on the leprosy." ‘true,
and the leprosy was his punishment. Maji must endure
the effects of his evil deeds, if grace prevent not, hut he is
not required to re-place what by sin lie lost.
Then by
transgression he is released from obligation.’’ No such
thing, he iii list suffer t he awful results of his temerity and
defection. The wages of sin is death : when his ability is
lost for perfecti doing the will of God, his existence
remains for finally sn/ferinc it.
11. It is granted that God has not lost his authority,
because man has lost [ is ability to keep the law under
which he is born. ‘Ihe commandment sliews man once had
power to keep it perfectly; but exhortation supposes a
present ability, which it is very evident iio man has. We
"
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regeneration cannot be man’s luty ; hut regeneration is
God’s work, and man is passive under the formation of the
principle w’ithin him ; therefore regeneration cannot be

nian’s duty. All the regenerate are born, not of the will
of man, but of God: except a man be born of the Spirit
lie cannot believe in Christ, when lie is born of the Spirit,
lie is sure to believe; and to be so born is a favour which
none but God can bestow. He that does not believe, is
destitute of that principle without which no man ever did,
001’ any man ever will believe, because without it no man
ever can believe. And were men as sinless as Adam in
Eden, they could not believe as the regenerate do, without
a pi’inciple suited to tlie nature of the act. The point to
be considered more directly is, not what hiudeis faith, but
what produces it. God never causes any one to believe
without first forming the principle of faith, and therefore,
it cannot be man’s duty to believe without such principle.
For surely, the Lord God does not command a man to
believe, or to produce the act without the principle; when
lie himself never pi’oduces the act but by the principle.
The conclusion is, that Mr. F.’s propositions ai’e not
founded in truth. "There cannot be an obligation to
believe, where the pre-requisites of faith are deiiied."
17. If all the unregenerate, who have opportunity of
hearing the gospel, wei’e coinnianded to exercise spiritual
faith, and other gracious acts, and were encouraged to
perform them by the promise of spiritual blessings to them;
then, the promise must be general and conchit:orial ; but
the promise of’ spiritual blessings is not general and conchtional; therefore, all the unregenerate who have opportunity
of hearing the gospel, are not commanded to exercise
spiritual faith, &c.
18. If the law requires spiritual faith in Christ of the
unregenerate, it must require it in the highest degree;
hut the highest degree of faith will include a full assurance
of interest in Christ, therefore, the law does not require
spiritual faith in Christ of’ the unregenerate. It is certain
that faith can add nothing to the Mediator’s work ; thei’efore, if he be not the unregenerate man’s Saviour, before lie
believes in him, he can never be his Saviour by his believ
ing in him. Christ’s interest in any unregenerate sinnei’,
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that, such scriptures have a diflèrent sigiiificatiofl from that
which lie has put upon them. The seutimelit of sovereign
and distinguishing grace in the salvation of God’s elect,
maintained in this section, is exemplified in the conversion
will
and sanctification of’ a peculiar people on earth, and
Lord’s
our
clay
of
separating
in
the
he fiuially exemplified
personal coming and judgment
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any such love towards theui : hut godly men are."

The
argument then will stand thus : whatever regenerate men
do, in respect to spiritual dispositions, unregenerate and
carnal men ought to do the same; hut regenerate mcii love
God foi’ his special love to them, therefore, unregenerate
and cariial men ought to hove God for his special love to
them! This was Mr. F.’s manner of reasoning, and I
never heariied that he revoked it, though it is evidently
contrarious.

No. 4. ‘Ibis extract is wholly approved, but then it
overthrows the whole system of’ Mi’. F., concerning the
duty of the dead in sin. For, if the cause necessarily
precedes the effect, then God must have willed it should
but the cause hoes necessarily precede the effect; therefore,

God niust have willed

it

should.

11’ God has willed a

godly state of’ iind to precede believing, then it must be
impossible to reverse that ou’der ; but God has willed a
godly state of mind to precede believing; therefom’e, it
must be inmpossille to reverse that order. Now, if that
order cannot be reversed, God cannot require faith of the
unregenerate ; but Mr. F. has affi ‘med that God does
l’equ iu’e faith of the unregenerate ; therefore, what Mr. F.
has affirmed, supposes that oi’der caiz be reversed. But as
this supposition is false, Mr. F.’s system must be untrue.

If it be said that faith is the duty of the uiiregeuerate, but
that they are not i’equired to believe while they remain in
unreenerac!/, then the poilt is given up to us ; for this is
allowing that only the regenerate are required to believe,
in an utniediate sense. ± nd as regeneration must first
take place, amid as it neither is, imor ought to be, of man,
but is necessarily of God ;t faith cannot preCede it, nor be
required prior to it. No. 5, and ‘25.
No. 5, amid 25. Observe, Mi’. F. affirms, 1.
h’hat
almighty power cannot cause the heart while carnal to love
him, and be subject to his law. 2. That what is mmpossible in its own nature, God is iievei’ inti’odnced as
accomplishing any wore than man. 3. That time mipossibility of a carnal wan’s loving God and being
subject to his law while carnal ; and the impossibility of
the natural man’s i’eceiving the things of’ the Spirit of God,
"

*

st

Ed,

‘.

OS.

John i. 13.
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Adani, disabled for paying; therefore, every man is in

equity liable to suffer. Nor can any man escape it, by any
effort of his own; for without Jesus’ blood there is no
remission for any one. None, however, shall perish for

whom that precious blood was shied.
No. 8. "It is time duty of’ a bad man to be a good
maim." What is here intended by-duty to be. Is not
being prior-necessarily prior to any obligation that caim
warrant a serious exhortation to action? W’hat was Adam’s
duty before his Maker breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life? Was it his duty to be the upright creature which
he afterwards became? Om’, was he not first niade i’adically
holy, and then required to be actively so at all times? By
sin man lost his original principle of rectitude, and his
incapacity, thus acquired, became his punishment in part.
His accountableness remained when his ability was
destroyed; and lie remained capable of suffering, when due
obedience had become impossible. Hence the awful repre
sentations which are made of his future state in holy writ.
As many as are left under the law, will be judged by
the law; but whosoever believeth in Jesus is evidently
saved from the wrath to come, being redeemed by Christ,
and justified from all things in him.
"We make nothing the duty of men," says our author,
but that in which they are voluutai’y." Pray is a godly
state of mind, which he asserts is necessary to believing, a
thing in which men are primarily voluntary? Surely not.
He further says,
Whatever may be said of particular
volitions being caused by ideas received into the mind,
original biases are riot so caused."t rIiien how can those
original biases come under the notion of duties? Whoever
has them is a good man ; therefore, the duty to be, does
not apply to him in the sense of our author. Aiid if a
physical change of state necessarily precedes all holy acts,
and duty be restricted to such acts, as 11r. F. says it is
it must be absurd, to exhort to the latter, while we suppose
the absence of the fornmer. No. 7. When men are
required to be holy, immerciful, and the like, it must be under
stood that they are required to act holily : and the persomis
exhortc ml so to act, by the apostles, were supposed to be in
a gracious state.
"
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salvation for, and revealing it to, his chosen people ; nor is
there any unrighteousness in hiini. They that are whole have
ito just gi’ound for persecuting time physician, who is going
about to heal the sick. But oii the contrary, men ,are
accountable- for whatever opposition they raise against
Chi’ist or his servants; and for the want of whatever appmo

bation, Adam, while in a state of’ innocence, would have
shewn towards him, under the displays of his redeeming
mercy towards guilty creatures, supposing such to have
existed. This accountableness, 1 have before said, requires
to be exegetically insisted upon, for instruction and coimviction, while exhortation in sucim a case would be absurd.
Adam was punishable for the loss of his rectitude, but it
would have been irrational to exhort him to restore it, and
unjust to excuse him from blame.
No. 11. This is answered iti the 8th and 9th arguments
of time foregoing Section
and by himself on his 158th
page.
No. I’2. This is partly answered in time 1st and 2nd
arguments. It is also refuted in itself’, by time contrariety
of its principles. For if the gospel be "simply good news,
and relates not to precepts, or injunctions," as it certainly
does not, then obligation to believe does not arise Ironi it;
out if not, theim he flatly contradicts himself, by saying,
"our obligation to believe arises from time gospel."
In his
third proposition, he tells us that, though the gospel be
riot strictly a law, yet it virtually requires obedience, which
includes faith ;" and lie il-i No. 12. says,
the gospel
obliges mime!! to believe." Now, if this be true, it must be a
law, ari1 lie who is undem’ it and believes not, must incur
its penalty ; and this penalty must abide, unless it can be
proved that, Christ has redeemed such unbehievers from
under the penal authority of the gospel !
Thus we have a
gospel that relates not to precepts, lie says, yet obligation
arises from it. Time law is founded in the relation subsistilig between God as aim aiinmighty, holy, and good Creator,
and milan as hi is creature ; in what relation is this obliging
oSIel founded ? Is it iii time one just mentioned, or in
Sonic other ? If the gospel obliges to obedience, it must
punish tom’ lmSobedmeIice. Where then is tile essential
thiileience betweemi law amid gospel? Goodness, it is owned, is
"
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