
I’ll eFLMINAItY STA’rEMENTs OF TIlE AUT}IOlt’S PIIINCIPLES. S

That salvation is of the Lord-that he could havesaved
all men had it pleasedhim, and had hisglory requiredit-
that he has preferredsavingsomeonly-that this preference
is no denial of his name in any respect-thathe will get
himself glory upon his enemies-that he has absolutely
chosenthe very personsto be saved,who will finally dwell
for ever with him-that their number can neither increase
nor decrease-thatthey wereall child ren of wrath by na
ture even as others-that the salvation of others is as im
possible,as is the destruction of those who are chosenin
Christ-that the unchosenare, as to an eternal state,in like,
condition with tile fhlleri angels-thatwhatever course oi
reasoningwould vindicatetile characterof God, in the case
of the angelslapsedanti lost, would likewise vindicate his
character in the caseof non-elect men-that no man be
comes an object of punitive justice, without himself willing
the cause of it-that no innocent being iieeds salvation,
and no sinful oiie can haveany natural right to it-that as
many do perish, so nil might have perished,yea, must
havebeenfor ever lost, bad not sovereignmercy interposed
and found a ranom-tiiat God will never inflict unmerited
punishment-thatlie v iii never i-eject the prayer of the
penitent,but shetv him endlessmercy through the atoning
death of Christ: all these positions, the author of this
work fi i-mly and reverently believes, will be confirmed as
sacredtruths in the last decisivelay, whenthe electionand
the rest Vi II appeariii two distinct COnipallicS.

A tid further. That the divine personsare inseparablein
their acts of grace in saving men-that they have one
eternal essenceand will, and are equally gracious and
merciful-that the saving acts of the Son of God, as a
Redeemer,are no more universal, than aie those of his
Father, in choosing anti blessing a certain foreknown
people in him-that the deathof Christ is of no avail for
the spiritual salvation of sinners,any further than it has
actually satisfied divine justice on their account-that
,justice has receivedno satisfaction for the sins of those
persons,on vhorn it finally inflicts vindictive punishment-
that tile punishmentof their sins in their own persons,has
ever beenas certain by divinejustice,asthe exemptionof the
elect from punishment,has beensureby divine grace-that
the penalty of the holy law of God is not, nor can he twice
infiictcd-----that the sullicieacv of Christ’s death for all

mankind,so much talkedof by ninny, has neversaved one
sinner yet, nor evei- will-that the headship,suretyship,
and saving merit of Christ, are of equal extent,and refer
to the very same1erSollS-tllat his three offices,of priest,
prophetand king, are of like latitude, as to the persons
w horn they are intendedsavingiv to benefit-that universal
redemptionis egregiouslyfalse,anl is dishonourabieto the
character of God, and to the persoti of the Lord Jesus
Christ, as the Redeemerof all his people-thatthe re
demption declaredin the gospel is real, and therefore par
ticular and absolute-that no man is damned for not
having believed, while on earth, that Christ had redeemed
him-that salvation to eternal lifr, is either absolutely cer-
taiui, or utterly impossible-thatCllrist loved all for whom
lie died, AS the Father loved him-that the chosen,the
redeemed, and the sanctified, are, ultimately, the same
known and iiumbered people. All thesesentiments,the
writer most heartily believes,and hopesfor graceto assert,
to defend, and to exenipiifv them,tiiitil his uiidyiiig spirit
returnsto God who gave it.

Furthermore. That conversion is a spiritual change on
the hearts and lives of sinful men, and is as absolutely
certain to take place,in a certain people,as the will of the
EternalGod is immutable,and as his power is infinite-
that the Holy spirit is as much to be relied on, for the
efficient regenerationof the elect and redeemed,as wasthe
Lord JesusChrist for their real and endless redemption-
that the elec-t are deliveredfrom the wrath to come, andare
sure to be calledto believeto thesavingof their souls-that
no man has anything more to do with the effecting of his
Own regeneration,than he had to do with choosinghisown
naturalparents,and fixing his ow ii naturalbirth day-that
the first act of’ a spiritual kind towardsGod, is an effect of
God’s acting upon that man, who is passivelysaved,before
lie believes or moves in any spiritual duty-that Christ
hives in his redeemed,through his Spirit, before they live
Oh him by faith-that iii conversion,the divine influence
takes the lead, producing a new and holy state of mind,
including spii:itual perception, then a persuasionof the
truth of the gospel follows, and also a recumbencyon the
werits of Christ for pardon and sanctity-that, in this
iTiarlnei-, all the elect areconverted, being made willing
in theday of oui’ Loi-d’s savingpower-thatnoneotherswill
ever be saved upon Mr. Fuller’s system,as he, himself,
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confesses; audi, therefore,whateveradvantagemaybepre-
tended to arise from his system, it is evident it cannot rfer
to there being a greater numberof sinners saved by it, than
by that which is herein pleaded for; since both agreeto
assert, that none, but the elect,ever did believe, oi’ ever
will. Mat-k this last sentenceattentively.

And further. That the law of works is the rule of all
duty to unbelievers-tha.twhat is the unregenerateman’s
duty, as to the nature of it, would havebeen ii is duty, had
no Saviour ever been revealed-thatevery deviation from
the line of conduct,prescribed by the law is sin, and sub
jects the offenderto condign punishment-thatif we could
suppose au innocent man, such as Adam was, to be now
placedon earth, under the dispensation of the gospel sent
to sinners; AS it would becomesuch a man to treat the
messagethus sent from his Maker, so it is the duty of
men now falieiu, and remaining unregenerate,to treat it-
that the obligation of mail, to keepthe law, requires to be
iiisisted on exegetical/ui,for the maintenanceof the rights of
God hi is Maker, a nd to sliew forth the guiltiness of man
but that to insist on ti is obligation exhortativeluj, would be
absurd; because, it is a natural impossibility, for a fallen
creature ever to perform it: he musteither be deliveredby
an act of sovereigngrace,or flirally enduretile desertof his
sin-that unbelief,actively considered,is not the directop
posite of’ spiritual belief; but of’ that belief, which a man
unfalien, as before supposed,would yieldi, in honour of his
wise,holy, and benevolentCreator-thata rational belief of
the divine testimony is still possible to a fallen man,
although the correspondingregard to the honour of God,
which his creation-stateinvolved, is now cut off through
sin-that spiritual faith was unknown to the law, under
which man was placed by creation,consequently,that law,
which is still binding on mcii fallen, can have no more
demandon theexercise,than on the radical existenceof it-
that as the absenceof spiritual faith was no sin in Adam,our
federalhead,so neitheris it any sin in Ii is fallen posterity-
thAt the Qriginal and natural religion of mankind by
creation, and the revealed and spiritual religion of the elect
by Christ,are entirely distinct, andought not to be blended
in this controversy,as they usually have been-that faith
is an effect of vital union with Christ by a heavenlybirth,

and - cannot, in the nature of things, precede its own
efficient and vital cause-that the act of holy belief, which,
by Mr. F.’s own concession,God hiiijself cannot produce
without first changingthe hmart fiom caruial to spiritual,*
cauiuiot be the duty of any man prior to such changebeing
effected: for what God never producesbut by the causal
principie, he surely hoesnot bind man to produce without
that principle-that the law, when consideredas requiring
the spiritual acts of believing, loving, fearing and trusting,
is not to be viewed as rooted in Adam, tile natural head of
all men ; but as rooted in Christ, the supernaturalhead
of elect-men-that although the regenerate,ii pon whom
alotie the law enjoins the spiritual acts of obedience,may
uiot have assurance of his regenerateestate, yet, this
createsno inconvenienceto such personswith respectto
their duty; because, the exhortations of scripture are
addressedto characteu’,of’ which they must be supposed
to be conscious: the truth of which statement might be
fu ithier demonstrated,by their being able to pi-ay, to state
their experience,to own their Lord in baptism,and in the
holy supper,although not assuredof their persoiial interest
in him, so as to exclude doubtfulness.

It is hoped, that the reader, aftei’ perusingattentively
the preceding unreservedepitome of the author’sviews,
will at once observe, that no plea is set up in behalfof
moral evil, no pretenceof’ reckoning the sinner unaccount
able to God as his Maker, his Law-giver, his rightful
Governor,and his finai Judge. Neithei’ v ill he find any
thi uig like what has been unfairly insin tinted, against
Inca of’ like views with the writer of these pages: " that
all God requires of maui is barely to attenul the nieansof
grace;" but on the contrary, he will prceive that any
thing short of’ Continuing in all things which are w ritteii
in the book of’ the law to 10 thein, leaves the unbeliever
under the fearful sentenceof the law. It will likewise be
observablethat, without an interest in the personand work
df the Lord Christ Jesus,and that revealed by the Holy
Spirit, and received by a faith of divine operation,no one,
‘vliatever flaming pi-ofession he may make, or hawever
great zeal he may displayin upholding the popular systems
ot inoderit times, is manifestly exempt f’rom thejust claims
Of tile it-repealablelaw of the ever living God.

* Pref, p. 12.
* I’ref. p. 206.



4 PRELIMINARY STATEMENTS
OF TILE AUTHOR’S PRINCIPLES. 5

confesses; audi, therefore,whateveradvantagemaybepre-
tended to arise from his system, it is evident it cannot rfer
to there being a greater numberof sinners saved by it, than
by that which is herein pleaded for; since both agreeto
assert, that none, but the elect,ever did believe, oi’ ever
will. Mat-k this last sentenceattentively.

And further. That the law of works is the rule of all
duty to unbelievers-tha.twhat is the unregenerateman’s
duty, as to the nature of it, would havebeen ii is duty, had
no Saviour ever been revealed-thatevery deviation from
the line of conduct,prescribed by the law is sin, and sub
jects the offenderto condign punishment-thatif we could
suppose au innocent man, such as Adam was, to be now
placedon earth, under the dispensation of the gospel sent
to sinners; AS it would becomesuch a man to treat the
messagethus sent from his Maker, so it is the duty of
men now falieiu, and remaining unregenerate,to treat it-
that the obligation of mail, to keepthe law, requires to be
iiisisted on exegetical/ui,for the maintenanceof the rights of
God hi is Maker, a nd to sliew forth the guiltiness of man
but that to insist on ti is obligation exhortativeluj, would be
absurd; because, it is a natural impossibility, for a fallen
creature ever to perform it: he musteither be deliveredby
an act of sovereigngrace,or flirally enduretile desertof his
sin-that unbelief,actively considered,is not the directop
posite of’ spiritual belief; but of’ that belief, which a man
unfalien, as before supposed,would yieldi, in honour of his
wise,holy, and benevolentCreator-thata rational belief of
the divine testimony is still possible to a fallen man,
although the correspondingregard to the honour of God,
which his creation-stateinvolved, is now cut off through
sin-that spiritual faith was unknown to the law, under
which man was placed by creation,consequently,that law,
which is still binding on mcii fallen, can have no more
demandon theexercise,than on the radical existenceof it-
that as the absenceof spiritual faith was no sin in Adam,our
federalhead,so neitheris it any sin in Ii is fallen posterity-
thAt the Qriginal and natural religion of mankind by
creation, and the revealed and spiritual religion of the elect
by Christ,are entirely distinct, andought not to be blended
in this controversy,as they usually have been-that faith
is an effect of vital union with Christ by a heavenlybirth,

and - cannot, in the nature of things, precede its own
efficient and vital cause-that the act of holy belief, which,
by Mr. F.’s own concession,God hiiijself cannot produce
without first changingthe hmart fiom caruial to spiritual,*
cauiuiot be the duty of any man prior to such changebeing
effected: for what God never producesbut by the causal
principie, he surely hoesnot bind man to produce without
that principle-that the law, when consideredas requiring
the spiritual acts of believing, loving, fearing and trusting,
is not to be viewed as rooted in Adam, tile natural head of
all men ; but as rooted in Christ, the supernaturalhead
of elect-men-that although the regenerate,ii pon whom
alotie the law enjoins the spiritual acts of obedience,may
uiot have assurance of his regenerateestate, yet, this
createsno inconvenienceto such personswith respectto
their duty; because, the exhortations of scripture are
addressedto characteu’,of’ which they must be supposed
to be conscious: the truth of which statement might be
fu ithier demonstrated,by their being able to pi-ay, to state
their experience,to own their Lord in baptism,and in the
holy supper,although not assuredof their persoiial interest
in him, so as to exclude doubtfulness.

It is hoped, that the reader, aftei’ perusingattentively
the preceding unreservedepitome of the author’sviews,
will at once observe, that no plea is set up in behalfof
moral evil, no pretenceof’ reckoning the sinner unaccount
able to God as his Maker, his Law-giver, his rightful
Governor,and his finai Judge. Neithei’ v ill he find any
thi uig like what has been unfairly insin tinted, against
Inca of’ like views with the writer of these pages: " that
all God requires of maui is barely to attenul the nieansof
grace;" but on the contrary, he will prceive that any
thing short of’ Continuing in all things which are w ritteii
in the book of’ the law to 10 thein, leaves the unbeliever
under the fearful sentenceof the law. It will likewise be
observablethat, without an interest in the personand work
df the Lord Christ Jesus,and that revealed by the Holy
Spirit, and received by a faith of divine operation,no one,
‘vliatever flaming pi-ofession he may make, or hawever
great zeal he may displayin upholding the popular systems
ot inoderit times, is manifestly exempt f’rom thejust claims
Of tile it-repealablelaw of the ever living God.

* Pref, p. 12.
* I’ref. p. 206.



ExrRAcrs SLIEWING MIt. FULLER’S SENT LMENrS. 7

SECTION II.
MR. FULLEIt’S LEADING PROPOSITIONS WITH OThER EXTRACTS

FROM ILLS TREATISE, TENDING TO SHEW HIS SENTIMENTS,

AND HIS OPPOSITION TO ILIMSELS’.

r1IiE propositions referred to ai’e six in number.
I. Unconverted sinners are commanded,exhorted,and

invited, to believein Christ for salvation.
II. Every man is bound cordially to receiveand approve

whateverGod reveals.
III. Though the gospel,sti’ictly speaking’, is not a law,

but a message of pure grace; yet it virtually requii’es
obedience,and such an obedienceas includessavingfaith.

IV. The want of faith in Christ is ascribedin the scrip
tures to nimen’s depravity, and is itself representedas a
heinoussin.

V. God has threatened and inflicted the most awful
punishment on sinners,for their not believing on the Lord
JesusCli rist.

VI. Other spiritual exercises,which sustainan insepar
ableconnextonwith faith iii Christ,ai’e representedas the
duty of’ men ill general.

In pleadingfor, and defendingthe* sentimentscontained
ill these propositions, lie has expressed himself as fbi-
lows :-

No. 1. " If I am in ei’i’or iii the sentiments here
defended,it will be the part of’ candour in ny opponents,
to allow that I sincerely believe what I write." Pref to
Mr. Button.

No. 2. "Regenei’ationis not used to expressany thing
weare, or do, but what Goddoesfor uS: it is his savereigu
andalmighty work of’ making usof a right spirit ; it is not
used to expressoui’ being of a right’ spirit, if it were,we
shouldsay it is every man’sduty."

No. 3. " We do not say it is the duty of men to give
themselvesspecial grace,all we affirm is, that it is their
duty to be that which nothing but specialgracecan make
theni. Wiiatevei’ a person is, or does, iii respect to spi
ritual disposItions and exercises,when lie is i’egeilerated,
we think it is no more than he oughtto havebeenanddone
prior to that period, as vehl a at t lie time.’’

No. 4. " I conciude, that it is necessaryfor a sinner to
he in a godly state of’ in md, in order to hI is believing in
Christ. The necessityof a spiritual discernmentof’ the
glory of’ divine tllings in order to believing,is a principle
clearly establishedin the scriptures:-they trace a change
of heartto an origin beyond either belief’ or perception,
vcn to that divine influence which is the causeof both: in
the ouderof nature,the effect is evermore precededby the
cause."

No. 5. " We shouldnot, for instance,think of affirming
that the heart while carnal,can, by his almighty pourer,
be madeto love hunt, and be subject to his law : for this is
in itself impossible. But the impossibility of’ the natui’al
man receivingthe things of the Spirit of God, while they
appearfoolishnessto him, is manifestly of the same nature
as this, and is describedin the samelanguage."

No. d. " All I contend for is, that it is not by meansof
a spiritual perception, or belief of the gospel, that the
heart is, ,for the first timr, effectually influenced towards
God ; for spiritual rerceptioii and belief, are representedas
time effects,and not the causesof such influence.’’

No. 7. " All acts necessarilyarise from their pi’inciples."
No. 8. " The thing vhi ich I ahll rm is, that it is the d uty

of a bad ii an to he a good man : the grouad on which this
affi rniatiomi rests is this, that the thing which God directly
requiresis the heart."

No. . " So /àr as any thing is charged upon hlieti as
their siii, sofrir the contrary must be their duty ; because
where thereis no obligation, therecan he no tranSgi’essioni."

No. 10. " Every manought to he Christ’s friend, or else
his enemy; oh’ elseto stand neuter,amid be neither."

No. ii. "God requii’es fallen creatures to love him the
sameas if they hadi never apostatized: God Icd1uires no
natural impossibilities.’’ CompareNo. 5, 25.

No. 12. " All duty iii some sort belongs to the law.
A ii obligation to believe arisesfrom the law. If’ our obli
gatioris to believe do not arise from the moral law, they
lutist arise from the gospel as a new law but the gospel is
simply good news,and relatesnot to preceptsor injunctions,

No. 4, p. 196, 202, 204, 33.-No, 5, p 206.-No, 3, p. 212,
No, 7. p 4. 1st Edit-No 8, p. 33. Letter to Mr. Martin.
No, 9 p 12. ibid-No, 10. p 78. 1st. Edit.
‘ II p 19 iii. 117 158, :bs.

Nc’. 2, p. 131. 1st Edit. No, b jbid
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but to tidings proclaimed."-Hecontrarily says, "There
is a sensein which our obligation to believearisesfrom tile
gospel itself, which virtually requiresobedience."

No. 13. "The love of God is requiredof men without
distinction. Thei’e can be no reasonabledoubt whether
spiritual love be obligatory on sinnerswho have no other
meansof knowing God, than what are afThrded by the
works of nature, in contradiction, to this, He says, " It is
true, thereare favours, for which the regenerateare bound
to love him, which are not common to the unregenerate."

No. 14.. " It is granted that none evei’ did, or will
believe in Chirist, but those who are chosenof God fi’oni
eternity. Unconvertedsinnersare not interestedin Christ."

No. 15. " Faith, wherever it exists, is the effect of’
divine influence. It is our act as by God enabled. The
scripturesgenerallyspeakof it as including both principle
and act, or the act of faith as rising from its principle."

No. 16. "The questionis, whether‘faith be not required
as theappointedmeanof salvation."

No. 17. "Obedienceto the gospel is true special faith,
having the promise of salvation. It is evident that the
belief’ of the truth cOncerning Christ is saving faith : it is
of its nature, to relinquish confidencein works."

No. is. "Those who are born of God, and have evi
denceof it, it is theii’ duty to examine and believe that
evidence. Whether we believein Christ or not, is not an
objectoffaith, but of consciousness."

No. 19. "Tile promiseas given in the word, is general,
applying equally to onesinner as to another; but as taken,
it is consideredas particular,and as insuringsalvation."

No. 20. "That for which lie who is eternally lost o:ught
to have trusted in Christ was, the obtainingof mercy, in
case lie applied for it: for this there was a complete
warrant iii ‘the gospel declarations."

No. 21. "Chi’ist by his death openeda door of hope to
sinnersof’ the humanrace as sinners; affording a ground
for their being invited without distinction to believeand be
saved. The peculiarity of theatonementconsists not in its
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insufficiency to save more than are saved, but in the
sovereigntyof its application."

No. 22. " Nothing but the depravity of men’s hearts
renders them incapable of understanding,believing, and
loving the truth in a spiritual way."

No. 23. "Men are not now under the covenantof works;
but under the curse for having broken it. God is not in
covenant with them, nor they with him : he requires
nothing of fallen creatures as a term of life." On the
contrary,be says, " Every unbeliever is under the law, as
a covenantof works."

No. 24. "I admit that the salvation of some men is
impossible,it is certain that they will perish ; yet I conceive
it is not such a kind of impossibility as to render exhorta
tions to believe in Christ inconsistent." Reader, what
think ye? CompareNo. 25.

No. 25. "Thosethings which are impossible with men
but possible with God, are not such as ai’e impossiblein
their own nature: where this is the case, the power of
God is never introducedas accomplishing them, any more
titan tile power of’ man." " God requires no natural
impossibilities." CompareNo. 5.

No. 26. " Spiritual power, or, which is the samething,
a right stateof’ mind, though t be essentialto the actual
performanceof spiritual obedience,yet is not necessaryto
our being under obligation to perform it." Did Adam’s
duty precedehis right state by creation?

The precedingextracts ai’e amply sufficient to give the
attentivereadera knowledgeof what Mr. F.’s views were,
respectingthe duty of men dead in sin, and to qualify him
to understand,what these pages following are intended
to oppose,amid what they are written to maintain. . It is
the desireof the writer to render the controversy better
understood. Truth is ever consistentwith itself, and fears
no investigation. He who is determinedto be 011 one side
in a controversy,without at leastcarefully endeavouringto
understandboth, is no honour to either, thoughhe should
make his affirmations ever so confidently. Whetherthe
author of this work understandsthe subject,or not, his
i’eadei’s will judge ; he,at least, thinks himself entitled to
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say that, he hasendeavouredto acquaint himself’ with it.
And though it is long since he first appearedin opposition
to the sentimentsadvocated by Mr. F., lie is still con
strainedto declarethat, his views are unchangedconcern
ing them: they still appearto him as an incoherentsystem,
opposed to itself; and to the doctrine of salvation by
absolutegrace, real redemption,and certain conversionto
God.

SECTION III.

ARGUMENTS SHEW1NG, IN OPPOSITION TO MR. F.’S PROPOSITIONS,

THAT UNREGENERATE MEN ARE NOT BOUND TO hAVE AND

EXERCISE SPIRITUAL FAITH IN CHRIST.

IT is not forgotten that he has appealedto the sacred
scriptures,atid cited severalpassagestherefrom in support
of his sentiment ; but they will be noticed hereafter. Men
of all sentiments, in the prof’ession of religion, refer us
to the oracles of God, in pi’oof of the principles they
espouse;it is therefore,highly requisiteto guardagainsttime
mis-application of’ them, by " comparing spiritual things
with spiritual ;‘‘ and by " proving all things, that we may
hold fast that which is gOod." The following positions
and observationsw’ere submittedto Mi’. F.’s attention by a
very learnedman, and as they ai’e to the point in hand,
they may not be thought unworthy of the reader’snotice.

I. " Divine revelationmust be a systemof truths."
2. " The proposition, which is at variancewith reasoo,

cannothe true."
3. " Revelationis the proper nieclium of truth in religious

debates."
4. "But it is the province of reason to judge of the

analogyof the application,and the truth of the conclusion.
Scripturemay be quotedin countenanceof’ every absurdity
underthe sun. And thousandshad rathei’ grope in the
Egyptian darknessof’ thie good old way, than open the
carnal eye of common sense. In fact, f’i’om scripture the
world has been overwhelmed with so many modes of
worship, and articles of faith, that thousandspronounce
the whole a fiction. Agaiiist the irruption of so much
!lo1iSCI1Se, God commands us to lift up tile standardof’
reason, and prore all ihis. For though ilie light cd

naturecan no more reveal a spiritual truth, than createa

world, it i undoubtedlycompetentto judge of truth in the
senseabovestated."

The subsequentarguments, in reply to Mr. F.’s proposi
tions, are thought to be worthy of the reader’s deliberate
consideration; and to contain an ample refutationof them;
they are not, however, intended to supersedea further

attention being paid to those propositionsin a following

section.
Observation. Whateveris the duty of the unregenerate

towards God, is their dutij bi,c the law of their creation-

state, and as the children of Adam.
1. Whateverthe law saith, it saith to all them that are

under the law; but all the unregenerateare under the law;

thereforewhateverthe law saith, it saith to all the unre

generate:and not to those only who have oppOl’tuflity of’

[leafing the gospel.
2. That kind of servicewhich the law requires, would

havebeenrequired it’ JesusChrist had never been heard

of’; but if JesusChrist had never beenheardof, spiritual

faith and love would not have been required; theref’ore,

that kind of service which the law requires, does not

include .cpiritual faith and love.
3. WhereGod exhorts to the act of’ faith, lIe hasgiven

the principle; but he has not given the principle to the

uni’egenerate; therefore he doesnot exhort the unregene
rate to tile act of faith. No act can precede its own

causalprincijle : but believing in Christ is an act; there

fore, believing in Christ cannot precede its own causal

principle. All causes necessarily precede their fl’ects,

believing in Christ is an effect of regeneration; therefore,

regeneration necessarily precedes believing. All sorts of’

acts and exercises do necessarilyarise from their prin

ciples; therefore,to commandthe act in the absenceof’ the

principle, would be to command " a thing in its own

nature impossible,and which God is never introduced as

accomplishing,any more than the powerof man." No. 25.

and No. 7.
4. " God requires no natural impossibility,’’ hut to

requirethe act of’ faith in Christ,priol’ to tile existenceof

the principle, is requiringa natural impossibility; therefore,

P. Vithen’. 0. P.
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God l’equiresnot the act of f’aith in Christ prior to tile exist
enceof’the principle. CompareNo.25,andNo. 5, herewith.

.. Vhere the principle, essential to tile act of faith,
is withheld entirely, the sentenceof justice abidesever
lastingly ; but the principle essential to faith is entirely
withheld from the non-elect; therefore,on the non-elect
the sentenceof justice abides everlastingly. , If salvation
be impossible to certain persons, their damnation must be
just; for them no satisfactionhas been made by thìe death
of Christ, iior can they bejustly punishablefor nottrusting
in it for their salvation. ‘ihis view of the divine dispensa
tion is not only consistent with itself, but involves the
salvationof as manyas that which it opposeF. For Mr. F.
has unreservedlydeclared that, "none ever did, or will
believe ill Christ, but those who are chosenof God from
eternity." He also says, " The salvation of some men is
impossible: it is certain that they will perish." If it be
certain that they will perish, it: must be certain that Christ
is not their Saviour ; and that they will never be punished
for not treating him as their Savionr. Nôs. 14, 24.

6. Ifjustice be satisfied for all the unregenerate,Jesus
is their Saviour; but Jesus is not the Saviour of’ all the
unregenerate;therefore,justice is not satisfied. If j ustice
be not satisfied,God cannotbe just in forgiving sin; if it
be satisfied,he cannot lie just in punishingsin again. If’
salvation be not in Chlrist for some unregenerate-sinners,
God must know that it is riot.; and, surely, lie does not
exhort them to look to Christ for that which lie knows is
not comprehendedin hlim for them. It is niami-ifest that
faith is not a putting of salvation into Christ: it is in him

or his people, before it is in his people through the Holy
Spirit, and by their faith in his name. Obligation and
exhortation,in respectto spiritual things, follow regenera
tion, or a new state of’ heart, and thus God acts consis
tently with his own sovereignacts of grace towards his
creaturesin Christ, when he commandsand exhorts them
to certain spiritual exercises,.tllat supposeand evidei-ice
their interest in. Christ; who is their orclainech life and
strength.

7. Believing in Christ for salvation, is an effect of salva
tion in Cli rist, for every one who so believes; but no effect
can precedeits own cause; therefore,salvation is in Christ
for every one believing in him, prior to their so believing.

Hence it appearsthat, commandingtime unregenerateto be
lieve iii Christfor salvation, is supposing that salvation is
declaredto be in Chi’st for them ; but no such declaration is
madein the scriptures; therefore, commanding the unrege
nerateto believe in Christ for salvation is not accordingto
tile scriptures. Mr. F. therefore has mis-explained,and
mis-applied certain passagesof God’s word, to uphold his
views with tfle appearanceof authority.

8. ‘J’he law mustsupposeeither the absence or the cx
isteoce of sin ; if the former, it cannot enjoin any tiling
with regard to the removalof sin, amid, therefore,not faith
in Christ ; if the latter, it inflexibly cursesthe sinner,amId,
thereforeit cannotenjoin any thing on the accursed,that
would imply an exemption from its inexorable sentence.
As the sinner is destituteof righteousness,the law cannot
justify him ; but it can anddoes condemnhim, to endure
the curse incurred by disobedience. It makesno mention
of’ mercy; nor does it enjoin the offender to use meansto
obtain salvationfrom its awful sentence:so to do, would
he to resign its essential chai’acter,as a rule of strict, im-

partial, and immutablejustice. Divine equity cannotact
contrary to its known property,of assigningto every one
his due. It cannot legally hold guilty and unregenerate
men under its governingauthority, as condemnedto suflèr
its awful penalty,and also exhort them, as unregenerate
sinners,to use meansto escapefrom under its jurisdiction.
This provesat once the necessityof distinguishingbetween
equity and sovereignty, and betweenthe law as a rule of
justification belongingto mankind through Adam; and the
law as a rule of sanctification only, belonging to the new
creation, in and through Christ time secondAdam, their
elect headand redeeming Saviour.

Whateveris the duty of the unregenerate,must be so by
the law of’ their creation-state. But the law,consideredas
the rule of obediencefor justification before God, is a dis
pensationentirely distinct from the covenantof Christ, amid
henceit is manifest that, whether its subject be deemed
innocentor guilty, it in neithercase cami requirespiritual
faith in the Redeemerof the elect peopleof God.

9. If’" the law requiresmen to love God the same as if
they iiad neverapostatized,"it cannot require that evange
lical love, by which faith works,and sinners are saved
lttt thie law does require mcmi to love God the sameas if
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