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A CONTEMPLATION

ON THE
RULES ror UNDERSTANDING

THE

HOLY SCRIPTURES.

Three important rurzs for underftanding the
ScrIPTURES in general.---Farther RuLes of
great iIMPORTANCE for knowing the true sENsE
of ScripTURE, in nine #HEADs.---Nineteen
glorious canons for underftanding the pro-
PHETS, by the learned and excellent ViTriNGa,
---RuLes for underftanding the Law of Gon.
---Special ruLEs for underftanding the cospEL.
---RuLes for a right undesftanding of the
whole Boox of the ReveLaTions, defigned
efpecially for pious and inquifitive CHRISTIANS,
and young sTUDENTS of DIVINITY,

I Hope I may fay with great fincerity, and
without violating the laws of modefty, that
1 have given invincible demonftrations of the
eternal truth, the p1vINE INsPIRATION, and all-
commanding auTHoRITY of the holy Scriptures;
founded upon the coopness of the doltrine, the
working of miracLEs, the fulfilment of the pro-
PHECIES, and the divine and moral CHARACTER

Ffo2 of
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of the great founder of the chriftian religion,
Thefe are evidences of revelation founded on
four eternal pillars in the very nature of Gop---
his richeft goodnefs--<his almighty power---his
unbounded fore - knowledge---and his eternal
rectitude and holinefs. They bid defiance to all
the moft furious and artful attacks of earth and
hell, and will triumph over all its adverfaries in
time, and when time thall be no more.

Our next delightful work to which we are
naturally and rationally led, is to enquire, with
the utmoft ardour and attention, into the true
{fenfe and meaning of the Scriptures,

To what purpofe will it be for me to de-
monftrate the divine authority of the Scriptures,
if we do not underftand them in their true fenfe,
and make a proper application of them as the
rule of our faith, worthip, and practice? ILet us
therefore enter on this moft precious and im-
portant fubject with the utmoft attention of

thought, and with intenfe delight of the
atfeCtions.

I will firft lay before you three glorious
cavons for the general underftanding of the
whole body of Seripture; and then proceed by
degrees to rore particular rules for the inveftiga-

tion of the genuine fenfe of the fpecial parts of
the word of Gob.

Caxox L.
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Cavox L

Grounded on the PErRFECTIONS Of Gop.

Let every fenfe of Scripture be agreeable to
ail the DIviNe PERFEcTIONs. ‘Therefore that
fenfe muft be falfe and abfurd which tends to
reproach the effential perfe&ions and glory of
Gob; or which tends to degrade the perfonal
glory of the Father, Son, and Spirit.  Such a
perverle fenfe muft be difagreeable to Scripture :
the great defign of which is to difplay to the very
utmoft the glory of the prvine pERFECTIONS, and
the p1vINE PERSONS.

And let it be farther obferved, that every
doctrine which tends to lefien, obfcure, or dif-
parage the richeft crace of Gob, as though it
were not {overeign, abfolute, and free; or that
the whole of our falvation was not to be afcribed
to fovereign grace---or the purPOSE of Gob, as
though it were mutable and depended on the
will of man in order to its being executed---or
his POowER, as though it were to be controuled,
or could be finally refifted or rendered ineffeGual
by the enmity, obftinacy, infidelity, impenitence,
and rebellion of man---or as if the provIDENCE
of Gop had nothing to do with the will, or he
had given us powers and faculties, which he
could not, or would not govern---or the HoLi-
NEss of Gop, as though he could allow of any
fin, withour fhewing his hatred of it---or the

JUSTICE
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justice of Gopo, as though he could bear with
any f{in without the real and full punithment of
it---or the TrRuTH of Gob, as though he could
tell a lye, make declarations, and fpeak words,
and yet never execute his threatenings or pro-
mifes:---fuch doétrines of the Socinians are not
agreeable to the divine perfections; they cannot
therefore contain the true fenfe and meaning of
the holy Scriptures, but are infinitely difhonour-
able to Gop, exceedingly and eternally injurious
to the fouls of men, and muft certainly be

falfe.
Canox Il

Or, cEneraL ruLi for underftanding the true
sexse of the ScRrIPTURE.

The anaLocY of FAITH.

Every do&rine you would found on the Scrip-
ture, muft be agrecable to the analogy of faith.

For thofe doftrines cannot be founded on
Scripture which are contrary to the analogy of
faith.

For the underftanding of what we mean by
the analogy of faith, let it be obferved, that no
young ftudent or preacher is for one moment fit
or qualified to teach or inftruét the church, who
is himfelf chargeable with fcepticifm, or at a lofs
to determine what is the mind and will of Chrift,
as though he knew not where to fet his foot, or
hefitated about thofe great, important, and

glorious
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glorious difcoveries of the gofpel, which are not
mentioned {lightly ; or, by the bye, occafionally ;
but are plainly, clearly, and ftrikingly revealed,
and are to be found in every part of the gofpel ;
fo that we muft depart from the known fenfe of
words if we deny them: and we muft deny and
renounce the general fenfe and experience of all
true chriftians, if we deny and renounce thefe

common principles.

Thefe doétrines a worthy young preacher is
always fuppofed to believe and love ; and there-
fore whatever fenfe of Scripture is not agreeable
to thefe firft grand principles, has a tendency to
fap and ruin the foundation of our faith, which
we muft either lay afide and renounce; and that
we refolutely will not do, becaufe we have {found
Scripture evidence on our fide; or elfe we muit
explain every other doftrine we embrace in a
full confiftency with thofe clear felf-evident or

demonftrative principles.
ExamprLe of the aNALOGY of FAITH.

Thus if we can prove by undeniable and keen
arguments, * That man is guilty before Gop ;
and that this guilt cannot be removed but by an
atonement or fatisfaCtion made for it; and that
this atonement or divine fatisfa®ion was really
made by the obedience and death of Chrift; and
that our jusTiricaTiox and right to eternal life

is founded upon it:” then whatever doétrine
or
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or notion tends to fubvert this, is quite contrary
to the analogy of faith.

Ozjection of the Socinians and others.

‘That which is agreeable to my faith as a Cal-
vinift, is not a ftandard to the faith of other
men.

We do not deny this.

But, then, that which is agreeable to my faith,
is a rule by which I proceed in judging of the
truth of do&rines, and in giving the fenfe of
thofe Scriptures that are fuppofed to maintain
thofe doltrines; fo that perfons muft either
wholly lay afide and reject thefe effential doc-
trines, or explain all others confiftently with
them.

Axavocy of rarru farther explained, as a grand
THEOREM.

The analogy of faith is the proportion that
the doérines of the gofpel bear to each other,
or the clofe eonnexion between all the truths of
revealed religion.

It is the univerfal marmoxny that fubfifts be-
tween all the principles of chriftianity; {o that
if you deftroy one, you deftroy them all; and
if you hold one, you are obliged to hold them
all ; otherwife you muft incur the charge of be-
ing an abfurd man, and an inconfiftent preacher
or writer.

The
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The anaLocy of FAITH.

It-is the uniform defign of Gob in the whole
{cheme of falvation by Chnift. It is the {weet
confent of every part of truth to each other, the
harmonious connexion of the great doftrines of
grace, or the wife adjuftment and concurrence
of all revealed truths, to promote Gop’s grand
defign in the falvation of men; in which the
end and means are fo clofely connetted together,
that one of the truths of the gofpel cannot be
denied, but all the reft muft follow its fate, and
be likewife denied; nor one of thefe capital
truths be held faft, but you muft hold the other
truths faft alfo.

This may be explained and exemplified thro’
all the great doétrines of the gofpel.

They glorify Gop to the uttermoft---they
humble the pride of man---they afford ftrong,
i, €. victorious and durable confolation---they
advance holinefs---they are all confiftent, and
exempt from all abfurdity.

Canvon I
The ScripPTURES promote HOLINESS.

The true and genuine sense of all the parts of
the ScripTuRrEs has a direct tendency to produce
and cherifh viTaL HoLiNEss: therefore whatever
fenfe is put upon Scripture that has no tendency
to promete practical godlinefs, muft neceffarily
be falfe. For no dorine is to be reckoned true

VoL 11, G g that
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that leads to licentioufnefs, or indulges 2 man in
the leaft immorality: nor is any inference de-
duced from Scripture to be confidered as juft,
that has any tendency to impurity of morals: and
confequently the aBsoLuTE NECEssITY of holinefs,
its connexion with falvation, and the obligations
which all are under to the performance of every
duty which Gob commands, ought to be ftrongly
urged on the confcience: and likewife faith,
which derives ftrength and grace from Chrift,
with an hope of obtaining the falvation of our
fouls, ought to be infifted on: all Scripture
muft be explained agreeable to our eternal obli-
gations to univerfal holinefs: and we do infinite
injury to the Scriptures if we give the leaft coun-
tenance to immorality.

We may lay it down as an eternal axiom, or
felf-evident TrRuTH,

¢ That no prRiNcIPLE can come from Gob,
which gives countenance to six; or which fup-
pofes, that a Jower degree of obedience is re-
quired of us now, becaufe of our incapacity to
yield a perfect and finlefs obedience through that
depravity which attends uws. To accommodate
the law to our prefent weaknefs is the wor# kind
of anTiNoMIANISM ; and to affirm, that we are not
under the law, as a rule of altion, is downright

impudence and licentioufnefs.*
Nine

¥ See Mr, Brine's admirable Sermon on Diligence in Study.
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II. Nine ruLEs of great IMPORTANCE to under-
ftand the true sense of SCRIPTURE, for the uUsE

of young CHRISTIANS,

Rure L

Affign no irrational or abfurd fenfe to the word
of Gop : never fix any meaning to the Scripture
which 1s contrary to found reafon, or is an out-
rage upon common fenfe. Right reafon is of
great ufe when it alts in a humble fubferviency
to revelation. Reafon is of ufe to judge of the
evidences of infpiration---to find out the literal
fenfe of the words of Scripture---to compare one
part of the Scriptures with another, in order to
fee their agreement on the fame {fubjets. Reafon
likewife is of ufe to difcern the force of Scripture
arguments to prove any particular point, and
to obferve the rich imagery and ftriking figures
of eloquence in which the Scripture abounds.

Rvie I

When you attempt to judge of any divine
fubjefts by reafon, be fure that they are fuch
fubjelts as are within the fphere of reafon.

The unity and the natural and moral perfec-
tions of Gop are within the fphere of reafon.
The plurality of underftanding free agents in the
undivided being of Gopb is above reafon, and out
of its {fphere. All that reafon has to do here is
to receive and fubmit to the truth, as it is re-

Gga vealed
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vealed by a wife and faithful Gop; who is o
wife as not to be deceived himfelf, and fo faith-
ful that he never will or can deceive us.

Rure III

Never bring any principle with you to reve-
lation, but what 1s evident and clear to your
reafon ; i. e. fuch felf-evident principles, or
eternal axioms of truth which fhine bright into
the underftanding and penetrate the mind with
evidence and force.

Ruvre IV.

Submit your reafon humbly to divine revela-
tion in all truths and difcoveries of Gop, which
reafon could never attain without the light of
divine revelation, that Gop has in infinite con-
defcenfion and goodnefs given to man.

RuvwLse V.

Offer no violence or outrage to the language
of Scriprure, nor give evafive explanations of it
on fuch fubjets as are not branches of natural
religion.  The Socinians are exceedingly to
blame for their violent attempts to reduce all
the pure and fublime difcoveries of the gofpel
to the ftandard and teft of their proud depraved
reafon.

Ruvre VL

Diftinguith well between the principles of

natural RELicioN and the principles of revealed
RELIGION :
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reLicioN ¢ although the former are contained in
the Bible, even in their utmoft perfeftion, as
well as the latter in their brighteft beauty and
glory.
Rvuvire VIL
Obferve the real intention and defign of the
divine writers, and take words and expreffions
of Scripture in their proper connexion and
meaning,
Rvwee VIIL |
Allow every word of Scripture its obvious and
proper fenfe; that 1s, the natural fenfe which
Scripture conveys. Let this rule be firmly re-
garded and firictly attended to, in order to pre-
vent the plagues of error in the church of Goo.

Rvire IX.

Compare the worp of Gop with ITSELF.
Collect the {everal parts of Scripture on the fame
fubje@s and in the fame view. By this means
you will have the moft ftriking and beautiful
evidence of every doltrine, blefling, and duty,
revealed in the word of Gob, fet before your eyes
ih the moft charming and attra&ive light; and
your views of the beauty of truth in this way will
be of unfpeakable ufe and pleafure to your foul.

III. We will now give thefe rRuLEs on a larger
scaLEk, for the ufe of sTubENTs of pDIVINITY,
and young MinisTERS of the cospEL.

RuLe 1.
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Rvire L

Put no abfurd sexse upon the worp of Gop:
what is abfurd or repugnant to reafon cannot be
true. Reafon 1s a ray of light from Gop, the
fource of all intelle@ual light and knowledge ;
and, therefore, whatever difcoveries reafon makes,
they muft be juft and true. It cannot be the de-
fign of revelation, to extinguifh the light of
nature : it requires us not to be inattentive to
the diftates of our reafon; much lefs, does it
oblige us to deny any rational principles, and to
believe what we certainly know muft neceffarily
be falfe. Divine faith is a farther light than
reafon; but it is not at all contrary to it.

Ruvre IL

We ought to be fure, that thofe fubje(s
whereof we fet ourfelves to judge by reafon, are
within its fphere. This is abfolutely neceffary
for if we pretend to reafon about doltrines, which
are out of the compafs of the light of nature,
except as we are aflifted by revelation, we fhall
argue without rules; and, confequently, our
conclufions muft be, at leaft, uncertain; if not
falfe, and inconfiftent with the nature of thofe
fublime {ubjefts we take into our confideration.
Reafon clearly difcerns, that there is but one
Gop ; but it can never prove, that the perfonal
diftinction of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,

and their equality 1s inconfiftent with their
effential
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effential unity; which a Socinian fuggefls it
can*: and afferts, that this dotrine is evidently
repugnant to reafon. But all the reafon he is
mafter of will never prove it fo. A plurality of
Gops is repugnant to reafon; but the do&trine
of the Trinity infers not a plurality of Gops, but
of perfons, or of free and underftanding agents,
in the one undivided being of Gop.

Rvuvie IIL

Bring no principle to revelation, but what is
evident to reafon. Such principles there doubt-
lefs are : as, that there is one Gop.---That he is
" an infinitely wife, and powerful, and good being.
---That moral imperfeion and fin are difpleafing
to him.---That man is not what he ought to be,
and, confequently, that he is not now, fuch as
Gobp made him. Thefe are felf-evident princi-
ples: and it might reafonably be expelted to
meet with thefe principles, in a revelation granted
to men, in cafe of fuch a favour being vouchfafed
to them.

Ruvere IV,

It is reafonable wholly to fubmit our reafon,
to the inftru&ion of the word of Gop, in all
articles, which that, independent of revelation,
could never difcover. The light of nature, is a

fafe and fure guide, with refpect to the certainty
of

* Dr. Fofter’s Rules for the profitable reading the Holy Scriptures,
vol, i. of Sermons, page 255, 256,
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of fome truths: but there are others of the
greateft moment, which are abfolutely out of its
reach, viz. how fin might be atoned for---how a
guilty creature, which has loft an intereft in
divine approbation, may be juftified in the fight
of Gop---how depraved man may become holy
and happy. Thefe are things of the utmoft con-
fequence. Of each of thefe, reafon is entirely
ignorant; and it muft {o be, becaufe they come
not within the compafs of natural religion.
Reafon cannot doubt of the felicity of innocents;
but it can never refolve whether criminals fhall
be happy, or in what way it will become the
perfeltions of Gop, to recover them from de-
ferved ruin. ‘This is evident; for the light of
nature cannot make difcoveries of truths, that
are not contained in that law, which it was under
in its ftate of perfeftion; it is abfurd to fuppofe,
that it 1s capable of making fuch difcoveries.
And fince none of thefe things are included in,
or pointed out, by the law, reafon muft necef-
farily be totally unacquainted with either of them.
Hence, it follows, that the only proper bufinefs
of reafon, in thefe points, is to confult what re-
velation delivers on thofe heads, and entirely to
give up itfelf to the inftruction of the word of
Gop, and readily and thankfully embrace what
is exprefled in the holy Scriptures relating to
thofe fubjelts, without the leaft hefitation or dif-
pute. It is a bafe corruption of natural religion,

to
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to maintain, that it is an eafy thing for finners
to appeafe Gob, and a difficult matter for them
to affront, i. e. offend him. It is a fundamental
principle of the religion of nature, that conftant
obedience entitles to life, and that moral imper-
fetion fubjeds to mifery and death. ’Tis no
rational principle, that men may tranfgrefs the
law of their maker with impunity, or fail in
the practice of their duty, without giving offence
to the deity. And it is falfe, that we affert that
Gop has configned over any of his creatures to
irremediable and endlefs mifery, without any
regard to their aftions, or qualifications.

Rviee V.

Put no force upon the language of Scripture ;
nor endeavour to give evafive explications of it,
efpecially on fuch fubje@s as are not branches
of natural religion, under a pretence of fram-
ing rational fentiments concerning them. That
s not to at the part of modeft learners, in
points of deftrine, wherein we certainly ought;
but the part of thofe, who need no inftruion
from heaven, relating to principles that are
of the greateft importance, and which we could
never have acquired the leaft knowledge of|
without a fupernatural revelation. Reafon ought
not to ditate or object, on the peculiar do&rines

of
VoL. 11, H h
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of chriftianity, becaufe it can know nothing
about them, but by the writings of the Old
and New Teftament; and, confequently, it
ought to be content only to learn, and confefs
its ignorance.

Rvuvrze VL

As revelation inculcates the principles of na-
tural religion, and alfo other principles, it will,
I apprehend, conduce very much to our right
underftanding of the Scriptures, carefully to
diftinguith thofe principles. In the former,
reafon may, I think, be allowed to judge con-
cerning them: but as to the latter, its only pro-
per bufinefs is to explain the fenfe of the words,
expreflions, and phrafes of the facred pages; for
it ought to embrace that, as the true meaning
of the language of Scripture, on the latter fub-
jects, which it naturally imports. Either men,
by the light of nature, independent of revelation,
may acquire the knowledge of all the doétrines
delivered in the Bible, or they cannet: if they
cannot, then it is demonftrable, that reafon hath
no other rule of interpreting the language of holy
writ, on thofe fubjedls, than this, which ought
ever to be attended to, viz. the ebvious,and na-
tural fenfe it conveys. If this rule had been
obferved, as it 1s highly reafonable it fhould
punctually be, the church of Gop would have

been
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been free from numerous herefies, with which,
in almoft all ages, fhe has been peftered.

Ruviwe VIL

Let the expreffions of Scripture be confidered
in their connexion, and the real defign of the
divine writers be carefully obferved. If they
difcourfe of temporal punifhment, do not apply
what they fay on that fubjeét to the eternal con-
dition of men, This error the Arminians are
guilty of in difcourfing on the xviiith chapter of
Ezekiel: And if the holy pen-men treat of the
eternal ftate of mankind, do not interpret what
they fay on that point, of the external condition
of bodies and nations of men, This is a no-
torious miftake, which the Arminians alfo fall
into, in the explanation, or rather perverfion of
the ixth chapter of the epiftle to the Romans.
By the former, they endeavour to eftablifh their
opinion, that it is the will of Gob, that all men -
fhould be eternally faved; whereas, the eternal
falvation of none is treated of in that chapter;
and therefore, all they urge from it, in favour of
their fentiments, is impertinent, and foreign to
the fcope of the divine writer, And by the
latter, they would prove, that it is the plea-
fure of Gob, to afford to fome bodies of men
greater external privileges, than to other nations.
Whereas, it is the future ftate of men, that is

there difcourfed of; and, confequently, all their
Hh 2 reafoning
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reafoning upon that place is forced and unna-
tural.

Ruvize VIL

Allow every woRrp its proper sEnsk, and do
not attempt to explain away the true meaning
of a fcriptural term, though you may find it
ufed, 1n a lower and different {enfe, fometimes :
as the anti-trinitarians do the term of Gob, when
it is applied to Chrift, Do not pervert the {acred
Scripture in thofe places where the important
doétrine of Chrift’s fatisfattion is treated of,
by criticifing on prepofitions; and think, that
momentous truth is fufficiently refuted, if you
can fhew, that Hebrew particles, and Greek pre-
pofitions, by which the full fenfe of that dottrine
is exprefled, are vfed to different purpofes, in
fome inftances, and on other fubjets. This fort
of critici{fm the Socinians deal much in: they run
through the Scripture, and if they can but find,
that thofe particles and prepofitions are ufed in
a different fenfe on other fubjetts, and in other
places, they will rathly infift upon it, that fuch
a meaning, thofe particles and prepofitions can-
not have, when ufed on that fubje&t. This is
bold and impertinent trifling with the word of
Gob, whatever thew of learning there is in 1.
This part Dr. Fofter alts, in relation to the term
eternal, when it is applied by the apoftle Jude to
the punilhment inflited on the inhabitants of

Sodom
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Sodom and Gomorrah; he reftrains it to tem-
poral punifhment. Becaufe, as I fuppofe, he
can dare to charge Gop with cruelty, if he fhould
punifh criminals without end.

Ruvtir:e IX.

Compare the feveral parts of facred writ to-
gether. By this means you may obtain the moft
convincing evidence of particular divine truths,
and of the truth of revelation in general. But
fee well to it, when you compare one part of
the Scripture with another, that the holy writers
treat of the fame fubjeéts, and that they confider
them in the fame view. If you fail in this, you
will unavoidably make them contradi¢t one
another, and run yourfelf into dangerous mif-
takes. This is a fatal error, into which the So-
cinians and Arminians fall, in comparing what
the apoftle Paul and the apoftle James deliver,
eoncerning juftification. The apoftle Paul treats
of the matter of our acceptance with Gop, and
moft clearly and fully proves, that not our own
works, but that the obedience of Chrift, is the
fole foundation of our juftification, in the fight
of Gop. And the apoftle James fhews us what
faith is, which embraces that great benefit, and
what are the genuine effe(ts of that faith. The
evident defign of the former is to eftablifh the
dotrine of juftification by faith, without our
perfonal works:- and the intention of the latter

is,
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is, to thew that good works certainly attend and
flow from that faith, which apprehends the
juttifying righteoufnefs of Chrift, and that no
man hath fufficient ground to conclude upon his
juftification, who 1s not the fubje of fuch a
faith, |

N. B. Thefe rules, by that great and excellent
man, the Rev. Mr. John Brine, are the beft of
the kind T ever met with; and I do, from thirty
years experience, recommend them to all my
fellow-chriftians, and efpecially to ftudents of
divinity and young minifters of the gofpel.

1V. Caxowns, or excellent rures for underftand-
ing the prOPHETS of the OLp TEsTAMENT, by
the very learned and judicious ViTRINGA; with

{fome additions.
Canvonrnx I

Take the utmoft pains, and ufe the beft means
to know the true susjecT of the prophecy: that
is, what the prophet precifely fpeaks of ; whether
of himfelf, or of others; of things in his own
time, or of things to come; and whether he
{peaks properly and literally, or in a figurative
manner.--- Aéts vili. 34. I pray thee, of whom
{peaketh the prophet this? of himfelf, or of fome

other man?
Carox II,

Cavos I,

_ In omni interpretatione prophetiarum opera primo danda eft, ut fub-
Je@um prophetiz probe dignefeatur,
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Canvon IL

Attend accurately to all the cHARACTERS which
are applied to that susject in the prophecy; for
if the fubjett is not mentioned by name, it may
be found out by the clear and diftinét charalterif-
tics of it. Such are many of the brighteft pre-
di&ions concerning the Lorp Jesus Carisr.
This is a fure rule.

Canxon IIIL

From the Jiteral sensE never depart, if all the
known and principal attributes agree with the
prophecy.

Canvonw IV,

If the attributes by no means agree with the
fubjeét exprefled in prophecy by its own name,
we muft think of another fubje&, or obje&,
anfwerable to it; which is myftically called by
this name, becaufe of the agreement between the

type
Cavonwn IL

Ut in accuratam & diftin@am fubje&i notitiam perveniatur, attenden-
dum eft diligentiffime ad omnia attributa & chara&eres, quz ad fub-
je&tum illud in prophetia applicantur,

Canon IIL

A literali fenfu fubjedi, proprio fuo nomine appellati; nunquam dif-
cedendum eft, fi attributa omnia, vel notabiliora, fubje@o prophetis
quadrent. Canon certus, & magni ufus,

CaNnoNx 1V,

Si attributa neutiquam conveniant fubje®o, fo womine in prophetia
expreflo: cogitandum eft- de fubje&o alio anriffoicks, quod myftice, ob
soRvenientiam typi & anti-typi, hoc nomine appelletor. De canonis
hujus certitudine & ufu nemo dubitat. Exempla funt in Elia, Mal. iv. s.

Davide, Jer. xxx. zo. Ezek, xxxiv, 23, 24. Salomone, Pf. Ixxii. 3.
Edomo, Jef. lxiii. 1.
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type and anti-type. ExampLEs of this you may
fee in Edom, David, and Eljjah.

1. Epom. Ifai. Ixiii. 1. Who is this that
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from
Bozrah ?---See Dr. Lowth on Ifaiah.

2. Davip.  Jer. xxx. g. They fhall ferve the
Lorp their Gop, and David their king. FEzek.
xxxiv. 23, 24. I will fet up one fhepherd, my
fervant David---1 will be their Gop; and my
fervant David, 1. e. the beloved, a prince among
them.---Who fees not the glorious Jefus repre-
fented here!

3- ELrjan. Malachi iv. 5. 1 will fend you
Elijah the prophet, i. e. John the baptift, in the
{pirit and power of Elijah.

Canvnonx V.

If the susject will bear a lizeral and a_fpiritual
fenfe, then take in both fenfes. Thus you muft
interpret Egypt and Edom as denoting the per-
fecuting enemies of the church. Thus you muft
underftand Baevron as denoting the cruel and

idolatrous church of Rome.
Canon VI.

Caxon V.

Si in prophetiis agatur de fubjectc, nomine expreflo, quod tam pro-
priam quam myfticam interpretationem fuftinere poteft; orationis autem
prophetiz attributa ¢jufmodi fint, ut eorum aliqua retius conveniant
fubjeo, muflikos fumpto, alia reftius de eo pradicentur grammatitos : cen=+
fendum eft, fubjeCtum prophetiz non effe fimplex, fed complexum, &
prophetam, a fpiritu a¢tum illuminatumque, fic effie loquutum ut de
utroque intelligi voluerit, & leGtorem commcnefacere de fenfu myftico,
ive allegorico, literali fenfui involuto,
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Canvxon VL

Carefully attend to the beginning and end of
the prophetic fermons.  This rule is of fpecial
ufe in the fublime difcourfes of Ifaiah, which
begin at the xlth chap. with John the bapuft,
and the true Godhead and perfonal miniftry of
the Lord Jefus Chrift.

Canon VIIL
Thofe beautiful and glorious prediétions, which
defcribe the more vifible beginning of the time
of Chrift’s kingdom, and the end of that time,
commonly give a narration of the chief things
of the church in a continued feries or regular
order, |

The interpretation of Ifaiah, from chap. liv.

to
CanNnonx VI

In prophetiis continuis, quz per titulos, five infcriptiones, unz ab aliis
non diftinguuntur, probe eft attendendum tum ad initium & terminum
concionum prepheticarum : tum ad ¢pocham temporis, in qua vifi pro-
phetici fcena figenda eft, & terminum, in quo definit. Prius ufum pre-
cipue habet in concionibus Jefaize ; quaz caput quadragefimum libri illius
fequuntur. Eftque difcrimen illud {xpe difficilius, & tamen magni mo-
menti in prophetiarum interpretatione, ne tanquam continua accipiamus
qua divifa diftinQaque funt. - Pofterius plane neceflarium eft in pfalmis
& vifis prophetarum re@e exponendis, fcenam enim viforum eorundem
fequitur interpretatio. Sume exemplum ex Pf, xxiv. 1. Jef. vi. 1.

CanNnonx VI

Probabile eft, prophetias ilias, quarum terminus a quo manifefte de.
monttrat initium temporis regni Chrifti, terminus ad quem illius temporis
finem, przcipua ecclefiz fata continua ferie enarrare, nifi quid obfet.
quod nos ad anterjora tempora retrogradi jubeat,

Vor. 11, I1
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to chap. Ix. depends on this canon, or theolo-
gical rule,

The beginning of this moft fublinre of all pro-
phecies, in chap. liv. without all doubt, is to be
applied to the beginning of the kingdom of
Chnift, under the curisTIAN DISPENSaTION. The
end of the prophecy in Hai. lx. falls upon the
moft flourithing ftate of that kingdom, in its
meridian beauty, or noon-tide glory; which is
to follow the converlion of the Jews, and the
reftoration of the afflitted Gentile church. Ifai,
lix. 19--23. 'Which glorious flate of the king-
dom of Chrift is beautifully defcribed through
the Ixth chapter.---It is very probable, therefore,
that all that i1s intermediate, treats of the affairs
of the church of Chrift, which fhould take place
between the beginning and the end of thofe
times.

Canvon VI

Some prophecies admit of refumptions and re-
petitions of words, and retrograde or back fteps,
and detached pieces belonging to former times,
which are inferted for the fake of illuftrating this
or that part of the prophecy.

Canon IX.

Canvon VI

Et tamen obfervandum, prophetias aliquas continui centextus fubinde
epanalepfeis refumptiones, repetitiones diorum, & retrogrados faltus,
atque etiam epeifodia five lacinias, ad fuperiora tempora pertinentes, qua
hujus vel illius partis prophetiz illufirandz caufa convextui infyruntur.



