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You fee here the moft aftonithing and honour-
able connexions between Gop and man thrown
open to our ravithed eyes. Gop a father, and
we his beloved children ; Chrift our vital head,
and we the members of his fpiritual body : he
appears in the relation of a divine friend, and
forming a union of fouls by means of a divine
nature, And let me defire my reader to remark
with attention and wonder, that all the unions in
the natural and moral world which imply ftrength,
fupport, and fruitfulnefs—beauty and honour
—ufefulnefs and riches—pleafure and joy: in
fine, all the unions that can fire the nobleft am-
bition, and infpire the higheft glory and boafting
in Gop, are feletted in Scripture to illuftrate the
union between Chrift and every true chriftian.
Thus we have a foundation and the ftruéture of
the temple—a corner ftone and the building—
a root and the tree—a vine and the branches—
a graft and the ftock-—an advocate and his client
—a reprefentative and his conftituents—a {urety
and debtors=—a tutor and his pupils—a mafter
and his fervants—a king and his fubjeéts—a
father and his children—a friend with a friend—
a brother with brother—a bridegroom and bride
~a head and members—the {foul and body—an
union of foul with foul; for he that is joined
(kollomenos, glued) to the Lord is one {fpirit

with him. 1 Cor. vi, 17.  Yea, we are not only
faid
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faid to be members of his body, of his flefh, and
his bones, and one {pirit with the Lord; but,
~ what is a higher wonder ftill, our union with
Chrift is compared to the union of Gop the
father with his fon, and of Gop the fon with his
divine father. John xvii. 21. What reafon have
we to glory and boaft in our moft honourable
connexions with the Lord Jefus! Let us then
freely indulge a mixture of joy and felf-love with
{elf-approbation, arifing from a lively confciouf-
nefs of our intereft in Chrift, who is the higheft
perfon in the world, and the fountain of good,
of honour, beauty, and pleafure to our fouls,

‘This facred volume reveals the glorious pri-
vilege of apopTION, Wwhich is a blefling of grace
that exceeds all other bleflings : it even exceeds
redemption, pardon, juftification, and fan&ifica-
tion. A man may be redeemed out of a {tate of
flavery by a king’s ranfom; may be pardoned
by his prince, though he has been a rebel and a
traitor to him; and may be acquitted from high
crimes laid to his charge, and yet not be a king’s
fon ; if adopted and taken into his family, it muft
be by another and diftinét a&t of royal favour;
and it is more to be a {on than a faint; fo that ta
be predeftinated to the adoption of children is
fomething over and above fan&ification, and what
exceeds being chofen to be holy, and without

blame before Gop.* This
¥ See Dr. Gill's Body of Div. Vel, 2, p. 828,
Nn 2
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This glorious book fhews us, in a firong and
vivid light, the neceflity, the nature, excellency,
and beauty of REceEnERATION and cONVERSION of
the heart to Gon. We here fee the divine Spirit
infufing a new life into the foul, and bringing us
into a ftate of fpiritually-active exiftence in all
the powers and affections of the mind, producing
a new difpofition and ability to live to Gop in
holy obedience—reftoring the loft image of Gop
afrefh on the foul—and infcribing the divine law
on the heart, and giving us a lively fenfe of its
vaft extent and duration, and giving an ardent
bent or inclination to obey that law—pafling a
new change on the apprehenfions of the mind,
creating a new choice in the will, and infpiring a
new tafte for all that is beautiful and lovely in
the revelation of Gop ; giving us new paflions of
wonder, love, hatred, hope and fear, joy and
forrow, and pointing the affections towards the
belt objeéls in the heavenly world. This divine
change is the beauty, life, and joy of the foul,
and renders 1t a molt lovely creature in the eye of
Gop himfelf.

This facred volume affures us of the moft
fuitable and faithful assistawces of the moLy
spir1T of Gop in every part of religion, and in
the whole courfe of evangelical holinefs to the
end of life. We fee here the divine Spirit aflift
the underftanding to receive, difcern, and retain

{piritual
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{piritual ideas of heavenly objes: he awakens
our recolletion and enlivens our memory : he
guides the confcience to an honeft decifion, and
thus fecures us from {elf-flattery and defpair: he
influences our wills to a free and good determi-
nation : he fixes our volatile attention, and thus
aflifts us in holy contemplations: he regulates
and direts our paffions to their proper objelts
in heaven and earth: and he aids our executive
powers in the eafe and pleafure of religious
action,

How neceflary ! how welcome ! how richly en-
dearing is fuch gracious affiftance from Gop to
creatures fo weak and infufficient as we are for
every good work, and how grateful ought we to
be to that good Spirit who enlightens our dark-
nefs, infufes and cherithes a favoury tafte for the
* fweetnefs of the gofpel ; infpires us with an active
and ardent zeal for the glory of Chrift ; fupprefles
our averfions, and cures our fad indifference of
heart to Gop ; conquers our relutance to duty,
and excites all the graces of the mind into a lively
and glowing exercife towards the {everal objetts
of our free agency in heaven and earth.

The Scriptures enforce, beautify, and enlarge
the Law of naTuRrE, and furnifth out a moft com-
pleat fyflem of waTuraL R:LicION and MoraL
parLosorHY. Qur infidels act an unjufl and ab-
furd part, when they fet up natural religion, and

extol
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extol morality in oppofition to the Bible. There
is not a fingle article of natural religion, or one
branch of the moft refined morals left out of the
facred Scriptures : all is to be found in its higheft
perfetion in our Bible, ftated in the moft clear
and lovely manner that can enter into the human
imagination,

‘The Law of naTurE is the will of Gob, re-
lating to human fouls and actions, grounded in
the eternal difference of moral good and evil,
and becaufe difcoverable by natural light, obliga-
tory upon all mankind.

This law is demonftrated from the confidera-
tion of the divine and human nature, beheld in
one view, and in the relation that Gop and man
bear to each other.

‘We can demonftrate, that there 1s a natural and
eflential difference between virtue and vice, and
thofe feveral actions and difpofitions which are
denoted by thefe two oppofite terms.

Natural reafon, or the underftanding of man,
difcovers it to be the will of Gop, in this cafe,
that every man fhould look upon this effential
and eternal difference in the nature of tempers

and actions, as a law or rule which he is always
to obferve.

On a furvey of the nature of Gop and the
nature of man in one view, and in the relation

they
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they bear to each other, it will appear that fome
tempers and actions are conformable to the nature
of Gop and man ; and other tempers and altions
are not conformable to the nature of Gop, but
are oppofite to his will, and hurtful to the nature
and felicity of man, There muft be, therefore,
a natural and effential difference between thofe
feveral ations and difpofitions, which are denoted
by thofe two oppofite terms, virtue and vice, fin
and holinefs; which muft be evident from thefe
confiderations :

Man i1s a lover of himfelf: he has a defire of
his own happinefs and perfetion. Man is a
reafenable being, and his reafon makes him
capable of receiving a law from his maker to
rule his appetites and paffions. Man is a {ociable
being : his inclinations .arry him to fociety. Man
is a lover of beauty and decorum: and this tafte
exerts irfelf in all mankind ; and the more he is
improved by education, this regard to beauty is
ftill more vifible. Man is a creature formed
capable of religion: is dependent every moment
on Gop, and has a power of knowing on whom
he depends ; and has an awe of Gopb, his creator,
on his mind.—~Now lay all thefe together, and
the natural difference between virtue and vice ap-
pears at firft fight.

Natural reafon difcovers it to be the will of
Gop, that every man fhould look upon the dif-
2 ercnce
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ference in the nature of things, as a law or rule
of ation, which he is always to obferve, under
pain of his maker’s difpleafure,

Gop, as he 1s infinitely good, cannot but will
the perfection and happinefs of his creatures
but, as he is juft, he may will to punifh guilty
creatures,

He who has given exiftence to rational beings,
muft, if he be wife, and fees no reafon to depart
from his original purpofe, will their preferva-
tion,

Gop has defigned the nature of things as an
INTERPRETATION OF HIS WILL,

The effential re¢titude of the divine nature is
an inconteftible demonftration of the law of na-
ture~The will of Gop in this matter appears
with farther evidence, from the provifion and
wife cautions he hath made to fecure the obfer-
vation of all the dictates of right reafon, or the
faw of nature, by planting feveral inftinéts and
paflions in the foul of man, fubfervient to his
duty, and difpofing him to practife it. Gop
hath fhewn it to be his will, that men {hould
praétife virtue, by fo forming the mind, ‘that
maxims of truth, containing the principal duties
of morality, are no fooner underftood than af-
fented to; even by perfons not capable of exact

reafoning, as children, and others whofe under-
ftanding
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franding is much of the fame fize as theirs ; and
by others who, though they have reafon, are not
well accuftomed to ufe it.~—~Thus we have thewn,
that natural reafon difcovers it to be the will of
Gop, that every man fhould look upon this
difference, in the nature of aéions and things,
as a law or rule, which he is always ftrictly to
obferve, under pain of his maker’s difpleafure.

Thefe are the heads of the cleareft demonfira-
tion of the law of nature that, perhaps, was ever
written by an Englith pen.*—~But, after all, my
reader, what influence will this fine proof have
upon the bulk of mankind ? Not one in ten
thoufand will ever be at the pains to read with
attention, or underftand the force of the evidence.
However clear, elegant, and forcible it may be,
yet fuch is the weak and diflipated ftate of the
human mind, that we fhall not be brought to the
practice of virtue in its various branches, with-
out a fuperior light, which fhall warm and even
fire the foul with the love and admiration of the

beauty and excellence of a refemblance to the
moral perfections of Gop.

Our glorious volume of Infpiration, in a few
lines, has enlarged and beautified the law of na-
ture beyond all that reafon ever knew.—Thou

thale

* Mr, Henry Grove's Moral Philof. Vol. 2. The Explication and
Proof of the Law of Naturesw=wSee it copied in the Preceptor, p. 263,

Oo
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fhalt love the Lorp thy Gop with all thy heart,
and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy ftrength; and thou fhalt love thy
neighbour as thyfelf. On thefe two command-
ments hang all the law and the prophets. Matth.
xxil, g7—40.

Our Lord Jefus, 1n his glorious {ermon on the
mount, has explained the law of nature in the
cleareft manner: he has enlarged and beautified
this grand original, eternal law, beyond all
former expofitors, and has given fuch a {ublime
view of its fpiritual extent as will never be
equalled to the end of the world.

‘When we hear this moft glorious law-giver
fay, *“ Think not that I am come to deftroy the
law or the prophets : I am not come to deftroy,
but to fulfil.  'Whofoever fhall break the leaft of
thefe commandments, and thall teach men fo,
fhall be called the leaft in the kingdom of
heaven———whofoever is angry with his brother,

without

* Homer was a poet of the moft rich, daring, and unbounded
imagination: SocrATES was the wifeft moral philofopher: PraTo was
the moft fublime genius: ArisTtoTre the moft fagacious metaphy-
fician : and DEmosThENES the moft eloquent and powerful orator
amongft the Greeks. Cicero wasa man cf univerfal knowledge, and
of the richeft genius amongft the Romans; and SExzca was the moft
brilliant moralit that ever lived in the Pagan world :~but neither
AristorTirE in his Ethics, nor Turry in his Offices, nor SENEcA In
his Moral Effays, have demonfirated the law of nature, from its prime
foundations, as Mr., Grove has done, And what was the reafon they.
did not ? truly this was the reafon: he had divine revelation to enlighten
and¢ guide him, and they had not; and 1 firmly believe that the whole
wnited world of pagan minds never could have done it.
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without a caufe, fhall be in danger of judgment
—whofoever looketh on a woman to luft after
her, hath committed adultery with her already
in his heart—pluck out lufts as dear to us as the
right eye—cut off right hands—fwear not at all
—love your enemies—Dblefs them that curfe you
—deny yourflelves—take up your crofs daily—
forgive feventy times feven in a day. I fay,
when we read fuch ftrict and pure precepts as
thefe, which tranfcend all the imperfe¢t mangled
rules of the Pagan moralifts, and all the fyftems
of the wifeft philofophers in the world, we have
juft reafon to fufpe&t that our deifts have as
keen a quarrel with the precepts of our divine
mafter as they have with the fublime doctrines
of his gofpel !

The Scriptures give us the moft ftriking
evidences of the tmmorTALITY Of the souL.

Here you have the only true account of the
origin of the foul, as coming from the breath of
Gop: you fee its nature as a {pirit, that is, an in-
vifible fubftance, with life and ation, under-
ftanding and will, and endued with immortality.
You have in the facred volume fuch accounts of
death, as reprefent the foul departing from the
body, and of fouls which have returned to their
bedies again ; and you have a clear view of fouls
now exifting in an invifible world of happinefs in
heaven, and of mifery in hell. In the light of

O o2 divine
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divine revelation you fee the vaft capacities of the
foul, its amazing refemblance to Gop, the dig-
nity of its powers, and the grandeur of its paf-
fions; efpecially its ftrong and boundlefs am-
bition, arifing from vaft admiration of infinite
beauty, and intenfe defire after infinite good;
which defire i1s inceflant and eternal as our ex-
iftence.

On the principles of revelation, we fee the in-
finite worth of the human foul. To fave this
foul Gop employed his eternal mind : to redeem
this foul the Son of Gop came down to dwell in
the duft: one foul coft more than the itarry
heavens, more than the worth of all the angels
of Gob: to convince this foul, the holy Spirit
has, in a moment, produced vifible changes in
the order of nature: to inftruét and entertain
this foul he has given a divine revelation of the
glorious gofpel, and raifed up the beft men inall
ages to employ their immortal powers and ta-
lents : to refine and enlarge this foul he has
exerted his fanctifying grace : to inhabit this
foul, the eternal Spirit came down from heaven :
to wafh this foul the blood of Gop was fhed : to
cloath this foul the righteoufnefs of Gop is
wrought out: to beautify this foul divine grace
is given: to comfort this foul the promifes of
Gop are made: to guard this foul legions of
angels are every moment on the wing : to deftroy

this
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this foul the devil’s legions are hourly employed :
to ferve the interefts of this foul the ftructure of
the world is preferved : yea, for the fake of this
foul, the world itfelf was created : on the behalf
of this foul the Lord Jefus inceffantly pleads be-
fore the throne; to defend and preferve this foul
Gop’s infinite perfe€tions are every moment ex-
erted : to eftablith the peace, purity, and ftrength
of this foul, Gop fwears 2 moft tremendous oATH :
and to raife the powers and happinefs of this foul
to eternal heights ; all heaven is prepared, and
Gop abfolutely and irrevocably beftows himfelf.

O ! my reader, what infinite madnefs and {elf-
murder is it to NEcLEcT that precious foul of
thine, by taking no deep care to have its wounds
healed, its wants fupplied, its welfare fecured,
and a watch over its beft interefts kept up. To
apuse this foul is fhill greater madnefs; and
furely you ought to ftand in amazement and
horror at yourfelf, to think how you have de-
filed your foul with luft, deceived it with errors,
diftracted it with frivolous worldly cares, devoted
it to the devil, and divided for it a portion of
worldly drofs and dung : and, what is an higher
degree of felf-murder and guilt, you have run
your foul upon the moft defperate mazarp ;* you
have expofed it to Gop’s flaming vengeance ; you
have embarked it upon a rotten bottom ; and you

have

* Bec Mr. Henry’s Sermon en defpifing our Sculs,
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have pawned your foul to the devil for one me-
ment’s lying luft, and pleafure; for all unlaw-
ful pleafure is but the Iye of a moment. Paufe,
ponder, tremble ; ponder, paufe, and tremble at
yourfelf.

This divine book gives the only true account
of the NATURE and BEAUTY of VITAL HOLINESS.

Horiness is the intentional and dire¢t confor-
mity of the will, in its ftate of {piritual liberty,
to the will and commands of Gop, diftating to
man his duty. Or it may be defcribed thus :

Howuiness is that principle of the new and
{piritual life from Gop, by which our afions are
intentionally directed to produce good towards
zll the objects of our rational and free agency in
heaven and earth.

The objelts of our free and rational agency
are Gob, the Father, Son, and holy Spirit ; our-
{elves, our fellow-chriftians, and all mankind.

Holinefs towards Gop confifts in the lively con-
ception of true ideas of his natural and moral per-
{ections—in an ardent affection to him as the fu-
preme good—a {erious {enfe and awe of his power,
holinefs, and majefty—a truft in his fincerity
and faithful promifes——an obedience to the will
of his providence and the commands of his law
—a lively communion with him in his love and
grace.

Holinefs
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Holinefs towards Chrift 1s a realizing and vivid
perception of his grandeur, fulnefs, and power,
to fave, as mediator—in an ardent love to him
as our beautiful and generous redeemer—in obe-
dience to his will as our Lord and mafter—in
learning of him as our wife teacher—in imitation
of his lovely example in his temper and aétions
—uand in a daily, humble dependence on him as

our interceffor and advocate before the throne of
Gonb,

HourinEess towards the holy Spirit confifts in a
lively fenfe of the excellence and glory of his
perfon and operations, in an ardent defire to feel
his daily influences, and be filled with his graces
as a {pirit of adoption, liberty, love, and joy.

Horiness towards ourfelves confifts in con-
fideration, and felf-furniture—in humility, and
fober felf-valuation—in meeknefs, and wife felf-
vindication—in contentment, or felf-pofieflion=—
in prudence, or {elf-management—and in forti-
tude and conftancy, or felf-confiftency of cha-
ralter and conduét—in the {obriety and govern-
ment of the body as well as the mind ; that is to
fay, bodily temperance in meats and drinks=—
chaftity, or bodily continence—~diligence, or
bodily employment mortification, or bodily
fubjeé’ciori to reafon and religion; and all at-
tended with felf - advancement, or a heavenly
mind and Dife.

3 HoLingss
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Hovriness towards our fellow-chriftians and
all mankind, includes love to man, juftice and
univerfal equity, gratitude, courtefy and peace-
ablenefs, truth and honefty, mercy and benefi-
cence, or a delight in doing good to the whole
world, but efpecially to the houfehold of faithe—
forgivenefs of injuries, and doing good to our
enemies, which 1s the noble and dlﬂ:lDO‘UIfhmO'
temper of a true chriftian.

We will now give what I would ftile]

A fcriptural viEw of EVANGELICAL HOLINESS and
SOCIAL VIRTUE.

Holinefs with regard to Gop, the Father, Son,
and holy Spirit.

A new heart will T give you, and a new {pirit
will I put within you., Ezek. xxxvi. 26. I will
give you a heart to know me, that I am the
Lord, and ye fhall return to me with your whole
heart. Jer. xxiv. 7. I will put my {pirit within
you. If any man be in Chrift, he is a new crea-
ture., 2 Cor. v. 17, And be renewed in the
{pirit of your mind. Eph. iv. 23. Partakers of
the divine nature. 2 Pet, 1. 4. Let the fame
mind be in you which was in Chrift Jefus. Phil,
ii. 5. The Lorp thy Gop will circumcife thy
heart, that thou mayft love the Lorp thy Gop
with all thy heart and with all thy foul, that thou
mayft live. Deut, xxx, 6. To be {piritually

minded
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minded his life and peace. Rom. viii, 6. Faith
is the exiftence, ground, and confident expelta-
tion of bleffings hoped for, and the demonftra-
tion, evidence, and keen conviétion of iftvifible
ttanfactions ; the evidence of an invifible Gop
and redeemer, ever prefent to fuftain, animate,
blefs, and beautify the mind. Heb. xi. 1.* We
walk by faith, not by fight. 2 Cor. v. 7. Add
to patiecnce godlinefs,  Thou fhale love the
Lorp thy Gop with all thy heart, and foul, and
mind, and ftrength. Martth. xxii. This is life
eternal, to know thee the only trute Gop and
Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent. John xvii. 3.
Fear Gop, and keep his commandments : for
this 1s the whole wifdom, duty, and happinefs
of man. Ecc. xil. 13. The fear of Gob is the
beginning of knowledge and wifdom. Prov. 1. 7.
Truft in the Lord with all thy heart: and lean
not to thine underftanding: Prov. iii. 5. That
your faith and hope might be in Gop. 1 Pet. 1. 21.
Have faith in Gop. Mark xi. 22. Live no longer
to the lufts of men, but to the will of God. 1 Pet.
iv. 2. Our fellowthip is with the father, and with
his fon Jefus Chrift. 1 Johni. 3. In all thy
ways acknowledge him. Prov. iii. 6. Believe
in the Lorp your Gop, fo fhall ye profper.
2 Chron. xx. 20.  Repentance towards Gop.

Ads

* We have endeavoured to exprefs fomething of thg energy of ths eri-
ginal Greek in this sranflation and paraphrafe.

Pp
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Aé&s xx. 21, Thou fhalt worfhip the Lorp thy
Gop, and him only fhalt thou ferve. Luke iv. 8.
Gon is afpirit : and they that worfhip him, muft
worfhip him in fpirit and in truth, John iv. 24.
Honour the Lord with thy fubftance, Prov. iii. 9.
Delight thyfelf in the Lord. Pfal. xxxviii. 4. Be
imitators of Gop as beloved children. Eph. v. 1.
Rejoice in the Lord always, Philip. i1, 4. We
joy in Gop. Rom. v. 2. Be faithful to death.
Rev. 1. 10. Truft in him at all times, Pf. Ixii. 8.
Enoch walked with Gop. Gen. v, 22.  Noah
walked with Gop. vi. g. The grace of Gop
teacheth us to live godly. Titus . 11, 12,
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do
all to the glory of Gop. 1 Cor. x. 31.  Glorify
Gop with your bodies, and your {pirits, which
are his. 1 Cor. vi.

Farru in CHrisT, as our great mediator, is an
effential branch of vital holinefs. Believe on
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved.
A&s xvi. 31. He that believeth not, fhall be
damned. Mark xvi. 16, He that believeth on
me hath everlafting life. John iii. 16. vi. 47.
He that believeth not is condemned already. He
that beiieveth not the fon fhall not see L1Fe: but
the wraTH of Gop abideth on him. John iii
18, 36. Loveft thou me? John xxi. 17, Whom
having not feen, ye love, 1 Pet. 1. 8, If any

man love not the Lord Jefus, lethim be accurfed
o till
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till the Lord fhall come. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Ye
are my difciples, if ye do whatfoever I command
you. John. Learn of me, for I am meek and
lowly. Matth. xi. 29. I have given you an
example. John xiit. 15.  Leaving us an ex-
ample, that we fhould follow his fteps. 1 Per.
i, 24. Come to Gop by him: he ever liveth to
make interceflion for us. Heb. vil. 25.

WHiTHER cAN I FLEE FROM THY SPIRIT ?
Pf. cxxxix. Grieve not the holy Spirit of Gob,
Eph. iv. 30. He will give the holy Spirit to
them that atk him. Luke. They being fent
forth by the holy Spirit. A&s xiil. 4. The
Spirit of Gop dwells in you. Rom. viii. g, If
any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none
of his. If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify
the deeds or lufts of the body, ye fhall live.
Rom. viii, 17, Ye are led (agontai, powerfully
altuated) by the Spirit. Ver. 14. The love of
the Spirit, Rom. xv. 30. Your body is the
temple of the holy Spirit. 1 Cor. vi. 19. Ye
all drink into one Spirit. 1 Cor. xii. 13. I will
pray with the Spirit, and with underftanding.
1 Cor. xiv. I will fing with the Spirit, and
with underftanding, Ver, 15. By the grace of
Gop, I am what I am, 1 Cor., xv. The fruit of
the Spirit 1s love, joy, peace. Gal. v. 22. Live
in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit. Ver. 25. BE
FILLED WITH THE sPIRIT. Eph. v, 18, Praying

Pp 2 with



