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a {tanding monument of the truth of Chrift’s pre-
dittions. Themielves difperfed over the face of
the whole earth, and their land groaning under
the yoke of foreign lords and conquerors, i. e.
the Turks: and at this day there is no reafon to
doubt but they will continue in the fame ftate,
nOT ever recover their native oountry, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, Our faviour’s
words are very memerable : Jerusavem fhall be
trodden down of the GentiLes, until the TiMEes
of the Gentiles be ruLriLLEp, Lauke xxi. 24. It
is ftull trodder down by the Gentiles, and con-
fequently the tumes of the Gentiles are not yet
fulfilled. When the times of the Gentiles fhall
be fulfilled, then the expreflion implies, that che
Jews fhall be reftored : and for what reafon can
we believe, that though they are difperfed among
all natiesss, yet, by aconftant miracle, they are
kept diftinct from all, but for the farther mani-
feftation of Gop’s purpofes and promifes towards
them? The prophecies have been accomplifhed
to the greateft exactne{s 1n the deftruction of their
city, and its continuing ftill fubjeét to firangers ;
in the difperfion of their people, and their living
ftill feparate from all people: and why fhould
not the remaining parts of the {fame prophecies
be as fully accomplithed too, in their RESTORA-
TIoN at the proper feafon, when the times of the
Gentiles fhall be fulfilled ?

The
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The times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled,
when the times of the four great kingdoms of the
Gentiles, according to Daniel’s prophecies, fhall
be expired ; and the fifth kingdom, or the king-
dom of Chrift, fhall be fet up in their place, and
the faints of the moft High fhall take the king-
dom, and poflefs the kingdom for ever, even for
ever and ever. Dan. vii. 18.

Jerufalem, as it hath hitherto remained, o
probably will remain in fubjefion to the Gen-
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ;
or, as the apoftle Paul exprefleth it, (Rom. xi.
25, 26) wuntil the ruLness of the Gentiles be
come in: and {o all Ifrael fhall be faved, and
become again the people of Gop. The ruLNess
of the Jews will come in as well as the FuLNESS
of the Gentiles: for if the fall of them be the
riches of the world, and the diminithing of them
the riches of the Gentiles, how much more their
fulnefs? For I would not, brethren, that ye
thould be ignorant of this myftery, that blind«
nefs, in part, is happened to Ifrael until the ful-
nefs of the Gentiles be come in; and fo all Ifrael
fhall be faved. I conclude this head with an
earneft defire that my dear young readers would
take the firft opportunity of reading the whole of
thele mafterly Differtations on the Deftruétion of
Jerufalem: to which he ought to add Jofephus’s*

Hiftory

* The new edition by Fielding and Walker is adorned with a great
number of elegant copper-plates, 4to. p. 108,

Vor. 11, QO
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Hiftory of the Siege; who was certainly pre-
{erved by Go for the great purpofe of illuftrating
the propheci’es of Chrift relating to this grand and
aftonifhing event.

Vil. Proprecies of the man of siv,

This is the pope of Rome, and agrees to no
other man in the world fo much as it does to
him. There is 2 moit ftriking agreement in the
fentiments and views of Daniel and the apoftle
Paul, concerning this man of fin. §ee Dan. vii
and x1. compared with Paul’s epiitle to the
Theffalonians ; 2 Thefl. 1i. 3--12. Here I am
happy to produce 2 beautiful paflage from the
bithop of Briftol, vol.ii. p. 388. ¢ The man
of fin is the mme arbitrary and wicked power
that is defcribed by Dantel under the characters
~ of the tiTTLE BorN and the mighty king.” The

bithop gives fix views of this coincidence and
agreement. |

1. In St. Paul he is revealed when the Roman
empire is taken out of the way: and in Daniel
the Roman empire is firft broken into {everal
kingdoms, and he cometh np among them.

2. In St. Paul he oppofeth: and ia Daniel he
doeth according to his will, and weareth out the
faints of the moft High.

3. In St. Paul he exalteth himfelf above all

that is called Gop, or that is worfhipped, fhew-
1Bg,
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ing himfelf that he is Gop: and 1n Danie] he
exalteth himfelf, and magnifieth himfelf above
every god, and fpeaketh marvellous things againft
the Gop of gods,

4. In St, Paul he is the lawlefs one: and in
Daniel he changeth times and laws,

¢, In St. Paul his coming 1s with all deccive-
ablenefs and unrighteoufnefs: and in Daniel he
pratufeth and profpereth; and, through his po-
licy, caufeth craft to profper in his hand.

6. According to Paul, the Lord thall confume
him with the fpirit of his mouth, and fhall de-
ftroy him with the brightnefs of his coming :
and according to Daniel, a fiery ftream fhall
ifflue and come forth from the judge: and his
body fhall be given to the rurwiNG FLAME, and
they fhall take away his dominion to confume
and deftray it unto the end, The chara&ers and
circumftances are {o much the fame, that they
muft belong to one and the fame perfon.---The
whole of Dr, Newtan’s Differtation on the Man
of Sin is exceedingly entertaining and inftructive;
and I will affirm in his words, {(vol. 1. p, 403)
<« If the bithop of Rome had fat for his picture,
a greater refemblance and likenefs could not have
been drawn,”

VIII. Propuicies of the arasTacy of the
latter TIMES.

We will give the text, according to the
tranflation
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tranflation of Dr. Newton. 1 Tim, iv, 1--3.
But the Spirit fpeaketh exprefsly: he had been
{peaking before of the myftery of godlinefs, and
now he proceeds to {peak of the mystery of
iNIQuITY in oppofition to it. But the Spirit
fpeaketh exprefsly, that in the latter times fome,
i, e. many fhall apoftatize from the faith, giving
heed to erroneous {pirits, and doérines concerne-
ing demons, through the hypocrify of lyars,
having their confciences feared with an hot iron;
forbidding to marry, and commanding to abftain
from meats, which Gop hath created to be re-
ceived with thank{giving by the believers, and
them who know the truth.

Here you fee an apoftacy from the faith 1s
foretold---it is particularly fhewn wherein this
apoftacy thould confift, 1. e. in giving heed to
feducing {pirits, and doltrines of devils; or
rather giving heed to erroneous {pirits, and doc-
trines concerning demons, 1. e. middle powers
between Gop and men.---The conformity be-
tween popery and pagantfin has been proved at
large by Dr. Henry More, 1n his fecond part of
the Myftery of Iniquity, book i. chap. xvii. by
Dr. Conyers Middleton, in his famous l.etter
from Rome; and by Mr. Seward, in his Differ-
tation on the Canformity between Popery and
Paganifm; with Dr. Newton’s excellent Differta-
tion on the Apoftacy of the latter Times, vol. 11

P- 404. I1X. Proruzcies
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IX. Prorurciis in the Book of the Revera-
tioNs of St. Jouwn the aposTLE and pIving.

This 1s 2 moft wonderful book, and of a pe-
culiar conftruction. Here is every thing to
aftonifh the underftanding, to ftrike the imagina-
tion with a mixture of delight and terror, to
anmimate and deeply intereft the paffions, fix the
will eternally for Gop, and roufe the whole foul
into zeal for the glory and kingdom of Chrift in
the world. This book was never fo well under-
ftood in any former age as it has been in this
century 5 and we can never enough adore the
fpirit of Chrift, who has ftirred up the moft
learned and fagacious minds in the world to
fearch laborioufly into the fenfe and meaning of
this fublime and God-breathed revelation. The
principal names I will juft mention nearly in the
order of time in which they have written; and
not one of thefe writers ought to be defpifed.
1. Brightman. 2, Mede. 3. Dr. Henry More.
4: Daubuz. 5. Vitringa. 6. Sir Ifaac Newton,
1728. 7. Lowman, 1740. 8. Dr. Gill, 17748.
9. Dr. Guyfe, 1748. 10, Dr. Deddridge, 17 0.
11. Dr. Thomas Newton, bifthop of Briftol,
vol. 1. 8vo. 1758, 12. Rev. Thomas Reader,
of Taunton, in Somerfetthire, juft publifhed in
8vo. 1778.---All thefe authors are men of ex-
cellent fenfe, found learning, and deep ferioufnefs.
‘Vhey write in the fear of Gob, and with an ardent

love
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love of truth: the chriftian world is indebted to
them beyond expreflion, and I do with joy and
gratitude acknowledge my obligations to them
all.

At prefent I muft only give a few brief hints
concerning the order and fenfe of this admirable
book, juft enough to raife my reader’s curiofity,
and excite him to with for a more ample view 1n
another part of this work, when we fhall propofe
rules for underftanding the holy Scriptures.

The book of the Revelation delights in the
number seven. Here are feven churches, feven
fpirits, feven eyes, feven horns, feven feals, feven
trumpets, feven angels, {even vials full of the
~wrath of Gop, and feven thunders,

Let me go a little farther, and obferve, that
fome of thefe great men think that the feven
churches reprefent the ftate of the church of
Chrift in feven diftinét periods, from the apofties
time to the end of the world.

Moft of thefe great men agree, that the feven
feals begin with the apoftolic age, and finifh at
the time of Conftantine the Great, 313. Then
the {even trumpets begin ; and that we are now
under the {ixth trumpet---that when the feventh
trumpet fhall found, popery and mahommediiin
{hall be deftroyed; the Jews all converted, and
brought back, with great fpiritrual and temporal

glory,
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gloty, into their own land; the fulnefs of the

Gentiles fhall come in; the fpiritual reign of
Chrift commence, and all the nations of the earth
be filled with the knowledge and love of Gep 3
and holinefs be as common and untverfal as
wickednefs is now: grace in the powerful oper-
ations of the {pirit of Gop, and in its vigorovs
exertions in the heart towards Gop, will be an
effectual prefervative of all the millions of man-
kind amidft great temporal riches; peace, ful-
nefs, and tranquility: the utmoft delight in the
perfon, offices, fatisfaction, righteoufnefs, and
grace of Chrift will abound: the moft intenfe
and generous love fo each other will {pread thro’
~ the hearts of all mankind: and every nation that
rolls at the foot of Chriff’s throne, fhall be en-
lightened by his fpirit, cleanfed by his blood,
and cloathed with his glorious righteou{nefs.
After thefe happy times, there will come on a
ftate of Jukewarmnefs in the churches, which will
provoke our mighty Gop Chrift Jefus to make
his fudden and perfonal appearance to burn the
world; to raife the righteous dead; to change
all the bodies of the true chriftians that are
living ; to wrap the globe of the earth in fire;
to burn the bodies of the wicked to afhes, and
throw them wunder the feet of the faints, Mal.
iv. 3; to confign all wicked fouls to hell; to

create new heavens and a new earth, and to reign
with
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with the whole redeemed world a thoufand years;
at the end of which period the wicked fhall all be
raifed, and, under the ftrong delufion of Satan,
thall make a defperate and mad attempt on the
glorious city and church of Gop. This will bring
on the univerfal judgment. Depart, ye curfed,
will be the lot of all the wicked; and comie,
ye blefled, will be the glorious voice to the
righteous. The two eternal worlds will open to
view ; the charalters and ftates of the whole
human race will be fixed; and Gop, in all the
utmoit terrors of his juftice to impenitent rebels,
and in all the boundlefs fplendors of his mercy
and grace to his people, will be made known

through the vaft extent of his intelleCtual and
eternal empire.

‘Thefe I'Thefe! are the tremendous icenes which
are thrown open before our eyes in this aftonifia-
‘ing and delightful book of the Revelations.

RECOLLECTION.

Now, my reader, let us review this feries of pro-
phecy refpe&ing the Lord Jefus---the Jews---the
four monarchies---the other nations of the world
---the rife of the pope and popery---the deftruc-
tion of Jerufalem---the man of fin at Rome---the
apoftacy of the latter times---and the prophecies
in the book of the Revelations.

Great
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Great and all-difcerning Gop, what do we fee
pafs before the eyes of our mind? The birth-
place of Chrift---the ftock, tribe, and family,
out of which he fhould fpring---the very time
of his birth, with its circamiftahces marked out
-—-the life, a&ions, and miracles of our Lord---
his {ufferings and death are foretold in the moft
diftinct and precife manner, fo that if the pro-
phets had fat under the crofs, they could hardly
have given us a more f{triking and particular
account, What do we fee in the predittions con-
cerning the ftate of the Jews for three thoufand
two hundred years paft! and their prefent ftate
in all nations! We fee the Affyrian and Baby-
lonian monarchy rife up to view---the Medo-
Perfian---the Grecian and Roman empires pafs
before the mental eye, with all their charadteriftig
features marked out before they actually exifted
as empires---we behold the fates of Nineveh, Ba-
bylon, Tyre, and Egypt---the ram, or the Perfian
king Darius, the he-goat, or Alexander the
Great, rile up before our aftonithed eyes!---we
fee Xerxes, the richeft king, invade Greece---we
{fee Antiochus the cruel king of the North, and
Ptolemy the king of the South, {peaking lies at
one table l---we {ee the pope rife up as a little
horn, and at laft growing to be a great king---
we fee Jerufalem and its famous temple defiroyed
by Tirus and the Roman army, and not one ftone

Yo, 11. P left
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left to ftand upon another !---we {ee the man of
fin, or the grand antinomian of the chriftian
church; we fee him break all laws, human and
divine ; we fee him live in fin, wallow 1in {in, and
give all manner of indulgencies to commit fin---
we fee this monfter in fin rife into all the height
of impudent blafphemy againft the holy Gop !---
we fee the apoftacy of the latter times confifting
principally in a departure from one Gobp, and
the one mediator between Gop and man, the
man Chrift Jefus; and going into the worfhip of
demons, or invifible middle powers between Gop
and man, 1. e. angels and departed fouls. Now,
how clearly is all this verified in the idolatrous
worthip of the church of Rome!

We {ee the aftonithing predictions in the book
of the Revelations clearly fulfilled in a moft
evident and ftriking manner---the church of
Eruesus marks out the ftate of the primitive
apoftolic church---SmMyrN¥a points out the ftate
of the church under the ten pagan perfecutions
---Percamos reprefents the church flourithing in
worldly profperity under Conftantine, and Theo-
dofius the Great---TryAaTIRA marks cut the ftate
of the church for a thoufand years under the dark-
nefs of popery---Sarpis points qut the ftate of
the church after the reformation from popery,
that is the prefent ftate---PuiLapzLpria defcribes
the fpiritual reign of Chrift over all nations---

Laopicea
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Laoprcea points out the lukewarmnefs of the
church juft before the vifible appearance of Chrift
to burn the world, to raife the righteous dead,
and reign perfonally a thoufand years ; which will
be before the laft refurretion of the wicked dead,

and the general judgment.

The feals and trumpets, and vials, will be all
explained, and made ealy to young inquifitive
minds, when we come to give rules for the right
underftanding of the holy Scriptures.

And now, my reader, ftand ftill and confider
the wondrous works and words of Gop! What
evidence! what demonftration is here! May I
not {ay, in the words of Dr. Newton, (vol. i.
p. 326) ¢ It appears next to impofiible, that any
man fhould duly confider all thefe prophecies,
and the exaft completion of them; and if he is
a BELIEVER, NnOt be CONFIRMED In the FAITHM;
or if he is an INFIDEL, not be cONVERTED.” But
alas! alas! infidels are more ftubborn than devils,
and harder to be convinced of the truth. Men
out fin devils, and yet they are at the fame time
the moft refolute believers in the world; for they
are refolved to believe the vileft lyes and the

arofleft falthoods, in fpite of all the evidence
of Gop’s truth, fet in a vivid light before their

eyes,
But,
P 2
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But, my friends, let us believe, admire, and
adore: let us love the truth, and rejoice init: let
us not only rejoice, but glory in the truth: and
whilft we feel its convincing power, tafte its in-
cxpreflible {weetnefs, and fee its perfect and
attraétive beauty, let us fall down at the throne
of the moft high Gobp, and adore his lovely per-
feltions.

N. B. Xerxzs 1mnvaded Greece near 150 years
before ALExanDER conquered Darivs: but I have
placed the laft firft, as 1t is in Daniel viil. x1. 2.

SeleE BOOKS onthe PROPHECIES.

1. Dr. Gill on the PropHECIESs concerning the MEessraxn fulfilled in
JEsvs, 8vo. 1728.

2. Bp. Kidder's DEmonsTrATION of the MEss1an, intheBovyLzan
LxcTuRES,

1. Sir l{aac Newton’s OesErvaTions on Dawier and the Rxve-
LATIONS, 2 vels. 4to.----Here you fee the greateft geometrician in the
world, who underftood the nature and force of demonftration as well as
any man that ever lived, bowing his underftanding to the revelation of
Gop, and ffudying that revelation all his days. We are affured that his
Bible was always lying on the table or defk before him. The charaéter
and pratice of this on¢ great man is more than fufficient to weigh down
to eternity all the Bolingbrokes and Humes, the Rouffeans and the Vol-
taires, that have ever lived, or fhall live, to the end of the world., Let the
modern free-thinkers, or rather half-thinkers, or no thinkers, ftop their
mouths and hide their heads in confufion and darknefs, inftead of fland-
ing vp with impudence before {o great 2 mafter of realon and philofophy !

4. The reader will obierve, that I have made great ufe of Dr. Newton’s
adrmirable Differtations on Prophecy : and let me boatt a little that I have
brought three velumes in odtavo down to the capacities of young people,
at the expence of cne fhiiling, 1 believe this is the firft attempt of the

kind, and I feea aereal pleature in doing this fervice to the rifing genera-
tion,

A CON-
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A CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

CHARACTER ano TEMPER

O F

GOOD anxp BAD MEN i~y arr AGES.

The ScripTure evinces itfelf to be infpired by
GOD, from the clear accounT it gives us of
the internal caaracTER of bad mEw, in their
PRINCIPLES and DISPOSITIONS of HEART towards
GOD and rEriGciov---in their ENMITY and
HATRED to good MEN---in the worldly PrRosPE-
1Ty of many bad Men---in their wanT of
TRANQUILLITY and PEACE of coNsCIENCE. The
ScripTure 1s wonderfully fulfilled in all coop
MEN---it reprefents the cHurcH of CHRIST as
lower in worldly ciRcyMsTaNces than many
wicked MEN---as FEWER 1n NUMBER§---aS more
expofed to TRIALS, CONFLICTS, and HARDSHIPS
---yet immoveably sarE, SECURE, and vicTo-
RIOUS---mixed with HYPOCRITES, Or meer PRE-
TENDERS tO CHRISTIANITY---and 1n a great
VARIETY of STATES and CHANGES 1n the WoRLD,
with refpe& to LicHT and DARKNESS, Joy and
sorRRow. The ScripTures are fulfilled in all
CHRISTIANS 1n a fpecial MANNER---In their

CALL



[ 120 ]

CALL into the cHURCH---1n their pRINCIPLES
and pirsposiTIONs towards GOD and rReLIGION
——-1n their IMPERFECTIONS and CORRUPTIONS of
HEART---in the exceeding great and precious
PROMISES tO BELIEVERS---in the THREATENINGS
of fatherly CHASTISEMENT to BACKSLIDERS---
in their comfortable and happy peaTn, and
joyful HoOPES of GLORY.

X. The ruLriLMENT of the ScrIPTURES in the
two grand crLasses of good and bad MEN in all
Aces, and in all the parTs of the MoraL
WORLD.

o IS the fingular glory of the revelation of

Gop, that 1t marks out, with great pre-
cifion and exactnefs, the internal charater of
every man in the whole world, as they may be
ranged 1n two great claffes of good and bad men,
or thofe that fear Gop, and thofe that fear him
not.

The Scripture 1s evidently fulfilled 1n defcrib-
ing the character of Bap MEx---their inward
principles and frame of heart---their enmity and
hatred to all good men---their outward and tem-
poral circumftances---their inward diffatisfaction
of mind, and want of peace of confcience. Thele
particulars are all declared in Scripture, 1n a very
furprifing manner,

I. The



