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[
A

CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

WILL axo» DOMINION

OF

CHRTIST.

The wiLL of Curist is accurately diftinguithed
into the wiLL of his pEcrEE and the wiLL
of his commanp.—The former fignifies all
THINGS which he purpofes to do—the latter
includes his whole Law, or all THiNGs which
he requires to be done—his Law is a RULE,
which commands all that is right, and forbids
all that is wrong.

V1. HE wiLe of CarisT is an infinite and
moft glorious power of felf-determina-

tion, or free choice to do a thing, or to let it
alone.

There is the moft perfe&t liberty in Chrift.
Liberty in him is found in it’s full perfeGion. He
is fo free, that he can do whatever he pleafes ;
but he is fo holy and juft, that he will never
pleafe to do a finful or unjuft aion.

The will of Chrift is diftinguithed into fecret
and revealed. His
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His fecret will becomes revezled in creation,
providence, and grace; in all events which take
place in every part of the world, and in every
hour of the lives of all mankind. His fecret
will becomes revealed by all the grand chain of
prophecy. A large feries of which prophecies
we have given 1in ten claffes, or heads, concern-
ing Chrift himfelf, the Jews, the Egyptians, the
Tyrians, the Ninevites, the four univerfal
monarchies, under the reprefentation of a grand
image, and of four wild beafts, the fiege and
deftru&tion of Jerufalem, with many others, in
vol. the fecond of my Contemplations, from page
41 to page 176.

The will of Chrift, which he would have per-
formed and obeyed by us, is revealed in his law,
which was originally infcribed on the heart of
man, and is now written in the ten command-
ments, and alfo in the pofitive precepts of the
gofpel. See the rules for underftanding this holy
law, in Contemplations, vol. II. p. 259--261.

The fecret will of Chrift 1s revealed in the
gofpel in a moft aftonifhing and glorious manner.
Here we have the richeft depths of Chrift’s
gracious heart laid open to a ruined world; and
all his gracious intentions concerning our free
and eternal redemption, are fully made known.

The moft accurate diftiné&tion of the will of
Chrift
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Chrift is into that of the will of his DECREES,
and the will of his coMmMaNDs.

Curist’s will of his commanDs or precept, or
his commanding will, is the rule of men’s duty;
which confifts in the moft intenfe love to Chrift,
and love to all mankind as our fellow creatures.
This law we fhall endeavour to explain and en-
force in it’s proper place.

Curist’s will of decree is the primary, original,
and proper will of Chrift. This is the rule of all
his own actions, The Lorp Jesus CHrisT alls
and performs all things in heaven, earth, and
hell, gccording to the will of his purpofe. This
will of Chrift is always done : it cannot be refifted
and made void by devils, or bad men, or good
men, or angels. = And this will we fhould always
attentively regard, in all we purpofe and per-
form; faying, if the Lord will, we will do this
or that, Jam. iv. 13--15. 1 Cor. iv. 19. This
wiLL we fhould own and fubmit to in every thing
that concerns us in life and in death. Thy will
be done, O! Lord Jefus, in all that befals us,
fhould be our temper and language every mo-
ment to our laft breath.

1. The orjects of the wiLL of Curist.

Thefe are himfelf; his father; his holy {pirit;
his people; his angels; all bad men; and all
T other
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other things without himfelf, whether good or
€vil—thefe are all the obje@s of his will.

All coop things are the obje&ts of his will :
all eviL things are the objects of his will. The
EVIL of chaftifement of true believers; the eviL
of punifhment of the wicked in this life, and in
hell, is the objet of Chrift’s will; and all the
dreadful and eternal torments of the damned are

for the glory of his infinite wrarTs, which is no
other than his punisHiNG JusTICE,

‘The eviL of ravuLT or BLAME, 1. €, SIN, is the
objett of the will of Chrift.—In fin there are
three things always to be confidered; the ACT,
the cuiLT or offence and the obligation to fuffer,
and the actual punisamENT. The only difficulty
1s concerning the a@ of fin. As to the a&t of fin,
it may be confidered as it is a natural or a MORAL
act: or the act, and the diforder, irregularity,
and vitiofity of that a@. As a natural att, we
are all dependent upon Curist every moment :
in him we live, and move, and have our being,
Acts xvii. 28.  This natural and inceffant de-
pendence on Chrift is demonftrated with grear
clearnefs, ftrength, and beauty, by that prince of
divines, Dr. Witfius, in his (Economy of the
Covenants, book 1. chap. viii. fe. Xii--xxx, If

this is not reafoning, 1 profefs I never faw it, and
never expect to fee it,

With
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With refped to finfl actions. There are
two felf-evident truths to be fet down as certain

and eternal, whether we can fee their connexion
and agreement or no.

AXrowMm 1.

That Curist is not, and cannot be the author
of fin.

AxioM 2.

That the providence of Chrift has a concern
with all finful a&ions, in fome fenfe or another:
for Chrift is the fource of all motion and action ;
but the vitiofity, deformity, and filthinefs of fin,
as it is a departure from the order of the divine
law, is of men only, and not of Chrift,

But T muft forbear enlarging on this fublime
and difficult fubje, and remit my readers to the
fecond volume of my Contemplations, p. 381--
384. where they will find a clear account of this
matter, with reference to Dr. Doddridge’s Lec-
tures, p. 71. the great Andrew Baxter, in his
Appendix on the Soul; Dr. Gill, in his Body of
Divinity, vol. I. p. 135. and Dr. Witfius.

II. The NaTURE and PROPERTIES of the wiLL
of CarisT.

The will of Chrift is natural and effential ;
eternal; immutable ; invincible, and always

T 2 efficacious
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efficacious to produce the effe¢t defigned. The
will of Chrift has no caufe out of himfelf; for
then there would be fomething prior to Chrift.
His will is not conditional, or dependent on
creatures or actions. His will is moft fovereign
and free in all creation, providence, and in the
falvation of immortal fouls.—Sec all thefe pro-
perties explained in Contemplations, vol. II.

p- 384--387.

RECOLLECTION and devotional Exercife on
the witL and pecrees of CHRIST.

The will and decrees of Chrift may infpire us
with a good and confident expeftation of the
happy final iffue of all things concerning every
true chriftian.

We may fafely lay down the following truths,
as felf-evident to every man of {enfe in the whole

world.
AxitomM 1.

The decrees of Chrift can never clath with his
laws, or with our duty and beft intereft.

AxitomM 2.
Chrift has never decreed any thing againf} my
loving him with all my heart, with all my foul,
with all my mind, and all my ftrength.

AxitoM 3

Chrift has never decreed any thing againff my
faith
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faith in his perfon, blood, and righteoufnefs;
and my joy in him as the fupreme Goob.

AxiroM 4.

Chrift has never decreed any thing again? my
imitation of his beautiful example, or againft my
living from him as my principle, /ike him as my
pattern, and fo him as my end.

AxrowMm 3.

Chrift has never decreed any thing 4gsin my
duty and gratitude to the Holy Spirit.

Axiowm 6.

Chrift has never decrecd any thing againf my
duty to myfelf, with refpe@ to temperance,
chafticy, humility, prudence, diligence, and for-
titude.

AxroM 7.

Chrift has never decreed any thing againft my

ardent love to the true church and people of

Gob.
AxiromMm 8.

Chrift has never decreed any thing againff my
love to all mankind; or my juftice, mercy, and
truth towards the whole world.

Axiom g

Chrift has never decreed any thing againft wife
and virtuous FRIENDsHIP amongft true chriftians.

AxioM 10,
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AxromMm 1o

Chrift bas never decreed any thing againft my

true honour, my true riches and interefts, my
true joy, peace, and pleafure.

AxitowmMm 11.

Chrift has never decreed that the devil, the
world, and fin, fhould be abfolute tyrants over
me to the end of life, or that wicked men thould
trample my foul under their feet,

AxromMm 12,

All true chriftians may fafely and confidently
c¢onclude, that Chnift has never decreed any thing;
againft our delight in his perfettions, or our in-
tereft in his heart, or our union with his perfon, and
our perception of his beauty, He has never de-
creed any thing againft his church being the ob-
ject of his love and delight; becaufe he invites
us to come into his company every moment, and
he hates to have us leave it. For this is his
fanguage: Let me fee thy face, let me hear thy
vorce; for fweet is thy voice, and thy countenance
is comely, Song ii. 14.~S8ee Dr. Owen and the
judicious Brine, on Communion with Gop;
with Dr. Gill on the above paflage, in his ad-~
mirable Expofition of the Song of Songs.

Let us now return to view the will of Chrift
in 1U’s volitions and decrees, on purpofe to en-
large
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large our conceptions of his glorious perfon and
infinite perfections; as well as to teach us to ex-
tract ftrong confolation from this fublime {ubje&t,

and apply it to the richeft defigns of practical
gadlinefs, |

What an amazing grandeur is to be feen in the
decrees and purpofes of Chrift!

Only confider for 2 moment the vaft extent and
objets of his will, as Gop over all.

The objects are the univerfe, the whole uni-
verfe to the uttermoft ftar—the earth and all i’
changes to the laft univerfal burning—the oceans,
feas, rivers, and fprings—the changes of the
weather, the rain, hail, winds, tempefts, froft,
fnow, the thunder and ightening !—the revolu-
tions of nature—the {pring, {ummer, autumn,
and winter—the fucceffion of day and night—the
dreadful deluge, and the re-peopling the world
with new generations of mankind ; with the
fettlement of all nations—the four univerfal
monarchies or empires—the cHurcH of Gop in
every age. This is an obje& of his wil above
all things befides. It’s members; I’s great men;
1's dotrine and morals; it's internal holinefs
and external worfhip; it’s battles and triumphs
over all it’s enemies, and final falvation! This
was. an objeét worthy of a Gop. The perfecu-

tions
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tions of the church of Chrift; the glory of the
church in the latter day; and the perfonal reign
of Chrift-—all thefe were the glorious objeéts of

his will,

Every individual of mankind, from his birth
to his death, with all the minute affairs of every
good man in the world!

All that Chrift himfelf was to be in his incar-
nation, life, and death, was the objet of his will
and choice—all his obedience and {ufferings, from
the manger to the crofs, and from the crofs to
the tomb; his'refurrection and afcenfion to glory
~—all his promifes and prophecies; all his threat-
nings to his enemies; and grace to his friends.
The final ftate of all bad men in hell—and the
final ftate of all good men in heaven; with all
the confequent tranfports and horrors of the two
eternal worlds, have been, and now are, the
objects of Chrift’s moft wife and holy will,

The Usks of the Drcrees of CHRisT.
The decrees or purpofes of Chrift’s will are
clearly interpreted by all the rich promifes of the
covenant of grace: and thefe promifes not only
unfold in general the purpofes of Chrift, but they
likewife give a particular and diftin& account of
the fpecial bleflings that believers may expect in

their feveral pEGREES in the chriftian temper and
life
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life; in their staTions in the church; and in
their various conpiTIoNs and circumftances in
civil fociety : and all thefe degrees, ftations, and
conditions are fo clearly defcribed in feripture,
that if a chriftian is wife to difcern his own de-
gree, ftation, and condition, he may fafely apply
to fuch peculiar promifes which fuit his own
cale; and from the promifes he may rife to the
purpofes of Chrift; and rejoice to fee that every
thing kind, generous, and good is to be found
in Chrift’s heart towards himfelf.

Now what a noble fpring are the decrees of
Chrift, to excite us to wife and generous actions
and brave undertakings, for the glory of his per-
fon and perfe€tions; to promote his caufe, in-
tereft, and kingdom in the world! When we
confider and believe that Chrift has taken, even
from eternity, the wifeft and beft care of all
events in the church and the world; and has
fecured a good iffue of all things that ever hap-
pen in the univerfe,* or amongft his people: and
how fecurely may we truft in Chrift, for a fair
account of every event at laft, even of the worft
appearances of things, in the moft corrupt
and diforderly ftate of the world and the church,
fince they have not efcaped his eternal forefight
and provifion !

What then remains for us to care about, but
U only
% See this well illufirated in Edwards’s Hiftory of Redemption,
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only to do our puTy; and to apply to it fo much
the more cheetfully and refolutely, as we have
no need to diftrad our minds about the iffues of
things; becaufe Chrift has fecured the good and
happy confequences of all worthy altions.

With what calmnefs, ferenity, and fortitude
may a worthy and good man commit himfelf to
Chrift in a courfe of well doing?

What has he to fear? What has he to dread?
that thould deter or divert him from the moft
difficult or dangerous works or fervices he is
called to engage in, or warranted by the word
of Gop to perform. For the true chriftian knows
that nothing is left to chance, or fortune, or fate;
which are words fit only for ideots and fools.
Nothing is left to the abfolute will and power of
creatures; but all events in the watural, and all
occurrences in the MORAL WORLD, are regulated
by the decrees and will of Chrift; which will of
his doth daily and very often bring forth to view,
what could never be expefted from the ouTwarp
race of TuIngs: and which decree of Chrift is
fo far interpreted by all the promifes of grace, in
a {pecial and particular manner, that let the de-
cree of Chrift open how it will, the wife and
gracious chriftian fhall be made better by every
thing, and worfe by nothing that takes place in

his whole adminiftration of divine providence
and grace. Let
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Let this then be a fource of ftrong consoLa-
Tion; and 2 mighty {pring of brave and generous
altions,* for the intereft and glory of Chrift.

Let us never abufe the decrees of Chrift. We
abufe his purpofe and decrees, when we expe&
any good, in the negle&t of prudent means to
obtain it; or refufe to obey the rules which
Chrift has prefcribed to us in his holy word.

We abufe Chrift’s decrees, when we plead
them as a reafon or excufe for our committing
fin; or for a juftification of our own folly and
imprudence: or when we fret againft his purpofe
and providence, after we have atted a perverfe
part of conduét; and by departing from the line
of duty, have brought diftrefs and mifery upon

ourfelves.
U 2 Let

* Amongft the vaft variety of good altions and fervices to be
performed for the glory of Chrift; I might obferve, that there
are fome that more peculiarly belong to gofpel minifters; and
fome that in a fpecial manner belong to the people.—I will, at
prefent, mention only three ;—affiting, to the utmoft of our
power, in bringing forwards found, judicious preachers of the
gofpel~—another good work is making an annual collettion for
the fund, orto fuccour aged minifters who are laid afide from
their matter’s work—and a third good work is raifing and {up-
porting proteftant charity-fchools all over the kingdom. For a
farther view of this noble fubjeét, read Dr. Doddridge’s chapter,
entituled, The Chriftian urged to exert himfelf for Purpofes of
Ufefulnefs. See Rife and Progrefs of Religion, chap. xxviii. and
Dr. G#l; on good works, in his Body of Praétical Divinity,

P. 456-246%,
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Let us daily confider this great and fure

truth, or
Axr1oM.

Whatever the decrees of Chrift are, they leave
us to the full ufe of our rational powers; and
under an obligation to purfue the dictates of right
reafon, and the word of Gob, for our tenporal
and eternal welfare, as much as if there were No
DECREES at all,

Chrift’s Law, which we may and ought to
know clearly, and not his pEcrEE, is the rule of
our duty. His decree we cannot know ull the
event reveals it; but his law we may know, as
the meafure and only rule of our whole condutt.

Chrift does not want our fins and follies for
the accomplithment of his purpofes; although
his wifdom will not lofe his own ends by thofe
fins, and he will over-rule them to a good iflue
in his glory and his people’s happinefs. But let
us ever remember, that this does not leflen the
infinite malignity and guilt of fin, which would
bring on every finner eternal ruin, if it were not
prevented by favereign and invincible grace.

Berry Street Serm. VI. p. 92.

Lorp Jesus! fuffer us not to abufe thy fecret
decrees and purpofes; but affift us to keep clofe
to thy holy law, as the rule of our duty towards

Gonp,
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Gopo, ourfelves, and all mankind; and let us
ever rejoice in this grand truth, that wifdom,
duty, and happinefs coincide, and are one.
What a benevolent conftitution is this, and how
worthy of our attention, admiration, gratitude,
and praife.

VIII. Curist hath the full pominIion of Gob.

'The dominion or fovereignty of Chrift confifts
in his right to make what creatures he pleafes—
in his right to poflefs, and ufe as entirely his ows,
all the creatures he has made—and in his right to
difpofe of all the creatures, in all worlds, which
he hath made and doth poflfefs. See the great
Charnock on the Divine Attributes, vol. I.

edit. 3. p.-424.

SoverercN power belongs to CHRIST; or
Chrift, as the great Gop over all, bleffed for
ever, hath an abfolute dominion over all the
creation, animate and inanimate, rational and
irrational ; to govern, difpofe, and determine
their exiftence from moment to moment as he
fees good.

The grand a&t of dominion was Chrift’s decree
for creating the whole frame of the world ; and
of doing, or permitting to be done, whatever
thould be in it, to the end of time, and to the
moment of the diffolution of the whole fabric or

ftru&ture of the univerfe.
DEMONSTRATIONS
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DeMmonsTRATIONS of the poMiNioN of CHRIST.

1. His giving the world an atual exiftence in
it’s matter, form, beauty, parts, the laws of na-
ture and final caufes, according to the eternal
ideas which exifted in his infinite underftanding.

. His univerfal prefervation, and direétion of
all things; his fufpending the laws of nature;
his a&ting above or beyond the laws of nature;
and his a&ting quite contrary to the laws of na-
ture. See his abfolute will over the nanimate
creation, in the general deluge—in the Red Sea—
the fun and moon made to ftand ftill—the raging
fiery furnace forbearing to burn. See his moft ab-
folute dominion over the amimate creation: the
beafts obey him, and go into the ark—the frogs
come at his command-~the lice—the locufts hear
his voice—the dumb afs {peaks by his order—the
lion kills a prophet, but dares not tear his fleth—
the voracious ravens feced a prophet—the whale
fwallows up another, and carries him fafe down
to the bottomn of the fea; and the third day, at
Chrift’s command, vomits him up on dry land—
lions obey him, and become lambs—all difeafes
and devils flee before him ; and death, in amaze,
lets go his prifoners—the paffions of wicked men
obev his voice—and the invifible world feels his
abfolute power,

3. The f{upreme and rightful dominion of
Chrift
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Chrift is affented to by all the greateft, the wifeft,
and beft of men, in all ages of the church; in
their attions and prattice; in their confeflions
and words. Abel brings him his beft lambs for
facrifice—Noah obeys him and builds the ark—
Abraham obeys, and goes out of his ccuntry, not
knowing whither he went—Mofes appears before
the king, and fears not his wrath—Aaron holds
his peace—David fays, here I am, let the Lord
do with me as feemeth him good. They all own
him as the moft high Gop, poffeflor of heaven
and earth; they fay, we are the clay, thou art
the potter.—Job aflerts, that he gives not ac-
count of his matters: another great man ac-
knowledges, that he does, in the armies of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth, what he
pleafes; and none can ftay his hand, or fay unto
him, What doft thou! Dan. iv. 35. Another con-
fefles that Chrift is exalted as head above all.

4. Avcers and DeviLs own Chrift’s abfolute
and eternal dominion over all things.

‘The koly angels actively obey Chrift in all
things; they love to pleafe him; they enquire
into his will; they delight to execute his com-
mands ; they fly through univerfal fpace to ferve

his intereft, prote&t his people, and to fpread
abroad his glory.

The finful angels, ftiled devils, though full of
pride
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pride and malice againft Chnft, yet they are
forced to own his dominion: the grand rebel
{pirit durft not fpeak one word when our redeemer
pronounced his doom in the garden of Eden;
and fee, all through the New Teftament, the
devils durft not anfwer again, or difobey his
fovereign pleafure.

5. Curist himfelf gferes his abfolute and
eternal dominton over all things. In very deed,
for this caufe have I raifed thee up, for to fhew
in thee my power, Exod. ix. 16. 'Who made the
feeing, or the blind? Have notI the Lord? iv.11.
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
Exod. xxxiii. 19. Rom. ix. 15. I am the firft
and the laft—my counfel thall ftand, and I will
do all my pleafure, Ifa. xlvi. 10. Wo to him
that ftriveth with his maker: fhall the clay fay
to the potter, What veffel makeft thou, Ifa. xlv. g.
Hath not the potter power over the clay? Rom.
ix. 21. I kill, and I make alive; 1 wound, and
1 heal; neither can any deliver out of my hand:
if I lift up my hand to heaven, and fay, I live
for ever : if I whet my glirtering fword, and my
hand take hold on judgment; I will render ven-
geance to mine enemies: 1 will make mine ar-
rows drunk with blood, Deut. xxxii. 39--42.
That is a moft tremendous declaration of his
fublime dominion, which we have from the

maouth
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mouth of Chrift himfelf, in Ezek. xiv. 8, 9. I will
fet my face againft that man, and if the prophet
be deceived, I, Jehovah, have deceived that
prophet, and I will ftretch out my hand upon
him, and will deftroy him; the punifhment of
the prophet fhall be even as the punifhment of
him that fecketh to him. O! my readers, let
us adore his perfeltions, let us revere his abfo-
lute dominion, and bow our whole fouls to his
fovereign pleafure.

6. The feveral acTions and INSTITUTIONS of
Chrit fhew his abfolute dominion over the
univerfe.

His placing the eternal ftate and condition of
man on the fingle footing of his eating or not
eating the fruit of a tree in the midft of the garden
—his not deftroying our firft parents immediately
on their a& of rebellion—nhis giving a {ree promife
of falvation through his own incarnation and
death, without being afked—his protecting Cain,
though he was {o horrid a murderer, and deferved
to die in a moment—=his preferving Ham from
the deluge, though he was probably a much
worfe charatter than many who perifhed—con-
ferring the blefling on Jacob, although he took
very unlawful fteps to obtair it—his foftening
the heart of Efau, when he was on the very pur-
pofe and point of the keeneft revenge—his ex-

X cluding
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cluding Mofes from Canaan, for a fretful and
indecent temper and expreflion—and yet bearing
with peevith Jonah to an amazing degree—~whilfl
Uzzah dies for only touching the ark—yet the
Philiftines were allowed to bear it away in
triumph. What ftriking evidences are thefe, of
the dominion of the Lord Jefus Chrit! In
the book of Efther we have ftriking evidences
of Chrift’s abfolute dominion over the perfons,
counfels, and attions of men: in working on
the heart of the king; over-ruling the lot
which was caft by Haman; confounding his
pride; bringing him to utter ruin; and ad-
vancing Mordecai to the higheft honour and
power.

7. The fovereign dominion of Chrift fhines
glorioufly in his conftantly and univerfally over-
ruling the defigns and a®ions of men, to bring
his own counfels to pafs; although men’s pur-
pofes are improper in their own nature; yea,
although they are contrived intentionally to pre-
vent the counfels and promifes of Gop. The
builders of Babel confounded in their defigns—
Jacob grows rich under oppreflion—Jofeph is
advanced through his brethren’s cruelty and his
miftrefs’s luft—che Ifraelites increafe more than
ever under Pharaoh’s tyranay—although Mofes
was {low of fpeech, yet he fhall be Chrift’s am-

baffador
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baflador to Phatagh—Deborah, a female warrior,
fhall be the deliverer of the Ifraelites—Gideon
fhall have no more than three hundred men, with
lamps and pitchers, to fight the battles of Gop—
Shamgar fhall deftroy fix hundred men with an
ox goad—Sampfon fhall kill a thoufand men
with a jaw bone—Daniel and his friends fhall
thrive with pulfe and water—the perfecution of
the apoftles fhall fpread the gofpel through the
Roman empire—the blood of the martyrs fhall
be the feed of the church—and the Roman em-
perors, with all their cruelty and rage, fhall make
- chriftianity fourith among{t millions! and the
hiftory * of the church, in all ages, will furnith
us with ten thoufand demonftrations of the

glorious, the awful, and the gracious dominion
of the Lord Jefus Chrift.

8, Chrift’s dominion of grace brightly appears
in fubduing the ftubborn {pirits of finners, at
their cﬂ‘e&ual calling and regeneration, according
te his fovereign pleafure. The regeneration of
a foul is a moft glorious difplay of Chriit’s do-
minion over immortal {pirits; it is a more noble
action than the cafting out a legion of devils,
and is followed with more happy and eternal
confequences; it is the motion of Gop in the

X 2 creature,

* See Lamre's Synopfis of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 12mo. 1726;
with Fox’s Book of Martyrs, and CoLLET on Providence, §vo.
';7’40-



