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How fhall T be able to fpeak of the rixep
Strars! three thoufand of which we have in the
BriTisH caTALOGUE, and their latitude, or places
in the vaft expanfe, better known and more furely
fixed than the place or latitude of Northampton
or London! All thefe are rixep suns, of 2 moft
enormous MAGNITUDE; their diameters probably
as great as that of our fun, which 1s eight hundred
thoufand miles! And all thefe fixed funs fhine
by their own original light; our fun never lent
one of them 2 fingle ray fince the creation of the
univerfe: and how many thoufands or millions
more of thefe fixed funs there be in the boundlefs
fpace, no eyes, no telefcopes could ever: tell.
We have reafon to think there are worlds beyond
worlds, almoft to the borders of infinity! But
this we are fure of, that Chrift made them all;
Chrift upholds them all; and Chrift has given
them all to us for our eternal contemplation and
delight: and what is ftill more wonderful, and a
more delightful corpiaL to our hearts, he has
given us himfelf, his whole Godhead in all it’s
attributes, actions and grace, his whole huma-
nity, his bedy, blood, and foul, for our eternal,
certain, and perfet redemption.

Should any reader, through the weaknefs and
poverty of his underftanding, or the ftrength of
his pride, and the riches of his felf-conceit and

prejudice,
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prejudice, be difpofed to cavil at the above cal-
culations, or laugh and fneer at the account of
the magnitude and velocities of the heavenly
bodies, as though it were all fancy and conjec-
tute; let him, for a moment, puc on a little
modefty, and exercife fo much common fenfe as
to recolle¢t the actual power of found mathema-
ticians to foretell all eclipfes of the fun and moon
for ten thoufand years to come; for what has
been done as to paft eclipfes, to the exaltnefs of
a minute, may be done for time to come.

Let the cavilling reader alfo remember, that it
may reprefs his pride and prejudice, to confider,
that one fingle name is fufficient to weigh down
ten thoufand fuch as himfelf: I mean the great
¥LamsTEAD, who watched the planets and the
ftars for forty years, at his obfervatory in Green-
wich park, with as much keennefs and attention
as though he had been created by Goo for this
very purpofe. Let me mention the incomparable
Huvcens, perhaps the fecond aftronomer in
the world: and to ciown all, and overwhelm
ignorance and ridicule for ever, let me mention
‘a2 name that is arrayed in the beams of the fun,
and infcribed among the grand conftellations of
heaven—every body knows who I mean; but,
with joy in my country’s glory, I will name the
prince of all philofophers, Sir Isaac Newrtox !

P a Let
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Let us now proceed in our contemplations on
the omN1POTENCE Of CHRIsT. Itis a fubjeét full
of {ublime ideas; 1t enlarges the capacity of the
underftanding; it teaches us to take in great
1deas without difficulty, and to receive new and
ftrange ideas without averfion and difguft.

On the combined evidence of crEaTion, and
divine REVELATION, we glory in thefe grand
and aftonifhing confiderations; that the Lord
Jefus Chrift, as the omniprefent, ever-living, and
omnipotent Gob, is the fovereign agent, and firft
caufe of the beginring of all motion, or change of
place, in the univerfe.

The agency of Chrift’s power never ceafes for
one moment; his active power or energy is inde-
finent or unremitting in all parts of creation;
and if our underftandings were truly enlightened
and properly difpofed; if we had but a true tafte
for philofophy and religion united; if we had at
all times a clear, ftrong fenfe of the noble, the
beautiful, and the affeting, in all the objeéts of
nature- and fcripture ; we fhould, like HervEey,
fee nothing, touch nothing, tafte nqthing, move
nothing, and fee nothing moved ; but we fhould
fee and feel the agency and the goodnefs of
Chrift : he would appear in all things the moft
lovely object to the eye of faith,

There
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There is no chain of feveral feries of caufes
between Chrift, and the effets produced by nim
all round the globe from pole to pole, and in
every part of the univerfe, in every inch of {pace
and every moment of time, in the heavens and
the earth, and feas.

The vain invention of fubtle matter by Def-
cartes, and other atheiftical or infidel philofo-
phers, to hide Gop from our eyes, we eternally
fcorn and abhor. And all contrivances and
{chemes, concerning a certain @therial matter,
light, fire, {pirit, and all other infidel {tuff, to
hide Chrift from us in his own worLD; I fay all
this ftupid ftuff is bought moft miferably dear, if
it hides the immortal glories of Chrift from us
for one moment ; I am fure none but a fool or an
infidel will chufe to pay fo wrétchedly dear for it.
Hervey, the moft elegant of writers, and the beft
of men, difdained to pay one mite for fuch infidel
nonfenfe !

He viewed Chrift as equally prefent, and every
where altive in all worlds, amongft devils, men,
and angels ; he confidered all truths as termina-
ting in Chrift, whether they were truths naturzl,
geometrica], moral, or divine: let us imitate this
beft and deareft of men, and fee much of Chrift in
every creature, and every creature to be nothing

without Chrift.
Chrift,
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Chrift, as the omnipotent Gop, by his imme-
diate volitions, determines my whole exiftence
{rom moment to moment, every hour and every
day of my life; the motion of every drop of my
blood, or it’s change of place in the arteries and
veins, is from Gop my Saviour every moment of
my exiftence.

"Tis a thought moft affe@ing, beautiful, and
fublime, that not only in my body, but in the
bodies of all mapkind ; and in the bodies of all
the millions of birds, beafts, fithes, reptiles, and
infells, there is every moment motion, or change of
place, confumed, and motion, or change of place,
renewed, in every drop of animal blood in the
whole world; and this is the cafe in the whole
vegetable world all round the globe; and this is
the cafe with refpet to dead matter in the
planetary worlds; there is motion confumed, and
motion renewed, by the immenfe prefence and
activity of the Lord Jefus Chrift.

The whole motian of all the mafifes of matter
in the heavens is all confumed every moment,
and every inftant the force and motion is renewed
by the omniprefent volitions of Chrift !

What fublime joy is there in true philofophy,
when it 1s confecrated to the honour of Chrift:
and how much rational pleafure is loft, for want

of
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of attention to the omnipotent volitions and

agency of our dear Redeemer, our beft friend, our
Lorp and our Gop'!

Right conceptions of the perfon, the attributes,
and actions of the Lord Jefus in the creation, is
the moft fublime part of natural philofophy ;
and confequently we fhould feek to increafe thofe
right conceptions with the utmoft ardor and de-
light, 'Tis no lofs to rational beings, ’tis no lofs
to true chriftians, to fee the Lord Jefus in every
part of his own world, and feel his omniprefent
agency and grace every moment of life; yea, to
be feelingly alive to the fineft impulfes of this
grand TRuTH, ¢ that all the powers and opera-
tions in the univerfe are the immediate and in-
ceffant volitions of Chrift, who, as Gop, is every
where prefent, and every where a&ive with all
worlds at once,”

Mecuanism* has no thare at all in carrying
on the grand {cheme of providence in the worlds

of

* MecHanisM. By this word I mean all application of dead
matter to dead matter, by the mufcular ftrength of men or
brutes, in order to produce any effeét. Such applications eon-
tinually take place among men, but they have no place in the
operations of almighty Gon : he wants no lwvers, or wheels and
axles, to raife a weight; he needs no inclized planes, or avedges,
or pullies, ar ferewwy, to carry on his grand plans of creation and
providence; and that man muft be an ideot who can entertain
fuch an imagination ¢
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of nature, i. e. neither in the planetary, the ve-
getable, or the animal worlds.

No puny philofopher was ever yet able to
point out the seconp ftep of any fcale of fecond
caufes in the world of nature. There are no de-
grees, or {cales of perfetion in dead matter.

I fee a ftone fall from the top of an houfe or a
tower, I am certain there is but one ftep here;
all above this is the immediate agency and pre-
fence of Gop.—See the great Andrew Baxter’s
appendix to his Enquiry into the Nature of the
Human Soul, 8vo. 1750. p. 195, 1n the note.

There are four kinds of aTTrACTION, 1. €. of
cohefion; of gravitation ; of magnetifm; of elec-
tricity., And what can be the caufe of thefe at-
tractions, except the immediate prefence and
agency of the ever-living and omnipotent Gob.
Think, and think again for a thoufand years, you
will be puzzled and utterly confounded if you
attempt to aflign any other as the caufe, the

adequate caufe, but the will and ever prefent
power of Gon.

To encourage true chriftians of real TasTe to
purfue enquiries into the beauties of creation,
and to fee the glories of Chrift in every part of
the univerfe, let me remind them, that every

wife
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wife man fees as - much of Gop’s works now, as the
firft man faw jufl after his creation; he did not fee
one grain of matter created, any more than my-
felf or you. Matter is only not produced anew,
but,all the other wonders of nature are the fame
~Now every day: and fhall we only admire what
he faw, and not admire what we ourfelves fee
every hour, yea, every moment? Shall we not
feel ambition to equal HERVEY in piety and de-
votion, though we are not poffeffed of his rich
genius, his polithed imagination, and fublime
tafte, for the noble, the beautiful, and the affeét-
ing objefts of nature and fcripture? O! my
dear friends, what ftrong joys and exquifite plea-
fures may we {feel in philofophy and devotion
united, and fweetly acting and re-acting on each
other!

Let us burft out into a fong of devotion on the
omnipotence and infinite life of Chrift our Gop.

Him fole almighty, nature’s book difplays,
Diftin& the page, and legible the rays l—
Let the wild {ceptic his attention throw,
To the broad horizon, or earth below;
He finds thy foft impreflion touch his breaft;
He feels the Gop,—and owns him unconfef{s’d !
Should the ftray pilgrim, tir'd of fands and fkies,
In Libya’s wafte behold a palace rife,

Would
O
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Would he believe the charm from atoms wrought?
Go, atheift, hence, and mend thy jufter thought!

What maxp, almighty archite&t! but thine
Could give the model of this vatt defign?
What sanp but thine adjuft th’ amazing whole ?
And bid confenting fyftems beauteous roll!
What sanp but thine fupply the folar light,
For ever wafting, yet for ever bright?

What BaND but thine the ftarry train array,

Or give the moon to fhed her borrow’d ray?
What sanp but thine the azure convex fpread ?
What nanp but thine trace out the ocean’s bed ¢
To the vaft main the fandy barrier throw,

And with that feeble curb reftrain the foe!
What nanDp but thine the wintry flood affwage,
Or ftop the tempeft in it’s wildeft rage!

Thee infinite ! what finite can explore?
Imagination {icks beneath thy pow’r; |
Thee, could the ableft of thy creatures know,
Loft were thy unity, for he were thou!

Yer prefent to all fenfe thy pow’r remains ;
Reveal’d in nature, nature’s author reigns!

In vain would error from conviction fly,

Thou every where art prefent to the eye!

The fenfe how ftupid, and the fight how blind,
That fails this univerfal truth to find 2

Dertv, p. 22.

The
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The univerfal agency, or ever-prefent and ever-
altive power of Chrift, is brautifully vifible in the
sPRING of the year. In all vegetables, you may
{ee motion confumed, and motion renewed, every
moment, in the afcending fap, all through the
univerfe, —To this purpofe read that devout and
fagacious philofopher Dr. Stepuey Havus.*

In every hour of time, yea, almoft every mo-
ment, a wife and fagacious mind may fee the pre-
fence-and agency I of Chrift in renewing the face
of nature in the {pring. Every day you may ob-
ferve, with admiration and delight, new grafs,
new herbs, new trees, new flowers, new fruits,
new birds, new beafts, new fifbes, new reptiles,
new infedts, {pringing into exiftence, life, and
beauty; and new infants all round the globe, to
replenifh and repair the waftes of death amongft
the human race! And all this is entirely owing
to the omnipotent prefence, life and agency of the
Lord Jefus; for all things are created 4y hup and

Q2 for

* His work is ftiled VEGETARLE STATICS, 8vo.

1 Beware, my dear reader, of having your underftanding de-
bauched by dead matter, fo as to hide Chrift from your eyes for

one moment.

Moft of our learned men have their minds debauched, and that
toa fad and fhameful degree : but if. this perverfenefs was confined
to philofophers, the cafe would not be o deplorable ; but, alas!
the generality of chriftians have their underftandings fo de-
bauched with MATERIAL OB)ECTS, that they are blind to the
omniprefence, life, and omnipotence of Chrift!
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Jor him ; and by him all things confift, Colof. i,
15--17.  He upholdeth all things, in all worlds,
by the word of his power, Heb, i. 2, 3.

Licnt moves, or changes place, at the rate of
above fix hundred millions of miles in an hour,
It flies with the velacity, or changes place with
the fwiftnefs of ten millions and eight hundred
thoufand miles in a minute; that is, one hundred
and eighty thoufand miles in a fecond of time:
and it hath been flying at this ftrange and amazing
rate all over the univerfe, for almoft ix thou-
fand years; and all entirely by the omniprefent
almighty agency of Chrift: for although light is
the fmalleft body in nature, and is probably the
laft divifion of matter, and approaches the neareft
to {pirit, yet in truth, it is dead matter ; and a
ray of light has no more power to move itfelf,
than a millftone, or a block of marble: fo that
we have here motion confumed, and motion re-
newed every moment, by the infinite power, life,
and agency of the all-glorious, ever-prefent Gop
and Saviour of mankind!

The aTMOsSPHERE or body of arr which {ur=
rounds the globe from pole to pole, is reckoned
to be every where about fifty miles high; and we
are fure that it’s weight preffes the earth and
waters at the rate of fifteen pounds on ever
fquare inch; that is, above two thoufand pounds

welght
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weight on every fquare foot; that is; near twenty-
eight millions of pounds on every fquare mile.
Now the whole earth’s furface is two hundred
millions of juare miles; fo that the whole earth
1s prefled with a weight of air that amounts to
two hundred millions, multiplied by twenty-eight
millions; this comes up to twenty places of
figures : and here NEwToN and a day-labourer
come upon a level again; for the one hath as
clear a conception of twenty places of figures as
the other. And Gop be praifed they are upon a
level in another refpedt; for the poor plough-man,
if fenfible of his guilt and mifery, is every way
as welcome to falvation by Chrift as the philo-
fopher !

But to return once more to our charmipe
theme—What immenfe ftrength muft there be n
the divine nature of Chrift, to fupport thefe
ponderous loads of dead matter; and what life
and activity muft he poffefs to auate fo many
worlds of creatures, and to keep up fo many
millions of motions, without fainting or weari-
nefs, for thoufands of years; and how freely may
we walt upon him to give us renewed ftrength,

activity, and cheerfulnefs, through the whole
courfe of our life! Ifa. x1. 29--31.

Where can- we poflibly flee to avoid the notices
and aftions of Chrift’s living omnipotence : if

we
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we afcend into heaven, his power is every
where alive there; if we defcend into hell, he
is every where a&tive there; if we fly through all
the regions of vaft and unbounded fpace, he is
every where active there; for his eflence, life,
and power cannot be excluded from univerfal
fpace. All creaTion coft him but a thought:
and the adminiftration of providence, through
all the univerfe, is one continual aéion of
almighty power! all particular providences, and
all MiRacLES, which are aQions of extraordinary
providence, are performed by him with infinite
cafe and omnipotence, like a Gon. Let us view,
with wonder and rapture, the glorious attribute
of the almighty power of Chrift in spECIAL PRO-
vipenci. He, by his power, fhut Noah fafely
up in the ark, and preferved him from all danger
there : he preferved Abram going to Canaan from
his own country, in a journey of above five
hundred miles : he kept him and his partner from
all injury in Egypt: he was Jehovah Jireh, the
Lord that would provide in all extremities, in
the mount of want and danger: he faved Ifaac
and his wife Rebeccah from ruin in the Phili{-
tines land: he blefled Jacob under the oppref-
fions of his uncie Laban : he preferved him from
the rage of Efau his brother, when he met him
and he likewife reftrained the revenge and paffions
of the Canaanites, when the Shechemites were

cruelly
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cruelly murdered: he preferved virtuous Jofeph
from the malicious deligns of his brothers, the
lafcivious allurements to unchattity, and the re-
vengeful fury of his mafter: he profpered himin
the prifon, taught him to interpret the dreams of
the baker, the butler, and the king: he, by his
ever altive power, raifed him from a dungeon
to a throne, and gave him the dignity of a prince,
and the command of akingdom : he went down
with Jacob into Egypt and blefled him there: he
built and blefled the houfes of the midwives,
becaufe they favoured the female Ifraelites: he
preferved Mofes in a cradle of bull-rufhes, from
the cruel crocodiles of the river; and from the
more cruel dragon, the king of Egypt: his life
and omnipotence gave Caleb his undecaying
ftrength, atabove one hundred years of age: he
infpired Sampfon with a ftrength that refembled
omnipotence, or was an image of unbounded
power : his infinite ftrength and prefence per-
formed all the other wonders of providence, re-
corded in the Old and New Teftament. TLet us
take a fhort view of thofe extraordinary works of
providence which we ftile MmiracLes., Here, as
upon a moft glorious theatre, the infinitely-ac-
tive life and omnipotence of Chrift appears.
This is the {phere.in which almighty power dif-
plays itfelf, with the utmoft fublimity and mag-

nificence.
A fhort
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A fhort and clear view of MIRACLES.

A miracle is an action of Chrift, producing a
fenfible change in the order of nature, performed
above or beyond, or contrary to his ftated laws
and methods of government; to confirm his re-
vealed truths, to confound his enemies, and bring
honour and comfort to his friends.*

Thefe a&tions of Chrift are all {fenfible, or are
addrefled to the fenfes of mankind, and eafy to be
underftood as facts—they are independent of all
fecond caufes—and thefe ations are moft com-

monly

# MIRACLEs are extraordinary aétions of the life and omni-
potence of Chrift; thefe effefls are above the ftated laws of
nature, or beyond the laws of nature, or contrary to the laws
and order of nature.

By the word nature, I mean nothing but the affemblage of
created beings in the univerfe.

By the laws of nature, I mean nothing more or lefs than the
ufual condudt or ftated methods of Chrift, in the prefervation and
government of his own creation, his own world,

Some miracles are beyond nature, or out of it’s common
courfe—as the ftanding ftill of the fun. Some of his ations,
called miracles, are above the power of nature—as the multiply-
ing the matter in the five loaves and fithes, to feed five thoufand
men. Some miracles, or aétions of Chrift, are contrary to the
fiated laws and order of nature—as forbidding fire to burn the
three noble heroes——and forbidding th. lions to devour that
glorious man Daniel : according to the ftated courfe and laws of
nature, thofe great men muft have been burned to afhes in a
minute ; and this great man muft have been eaten up by the
ravenous lions! Chrift is the abfolute mafter of all his own worlds
every moment.—See a noble poem on his abfolute dominion,
in Dr. Watts's Lyrics.
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monly done in a moment, and worthy of the
character of the moft high Gop of the univerfe.

Chrift’s infinite life and omnipotence raifed the
deluge, or flood of water, above eighteen thou-
fand feet high—nhis almighty power confounded
the language of the proud builders of Babel—he
poured out hell from heaven on the wicked inha-
bitants of Sodom~—his omnipotent, omniprefent
agency preferved the burning buih from being
confumed—he turned the rod into a ferpent—the
river into blood—he caufed the plague of frogs—
turned the duft into lice—his volition produced
theinnumerable fwarms of Hies, which filied all the
kingdom of Egypt—the murrain on the cattle—
the boils and blains on millions of creatures—
his omnipotence produced the hail, with fire
running along the earth, and attended with the
thuaders of a Gop—the devouring locufts—the
blacknefs of darknefs fo exceeding thick, or denfe,
as to be felt for three days—the death of all the
firft-born in the whole land of Egypt in one
night! Lord Jefus, what wonders of omnipo-
tence and terror are here!

Thy mighty arm, in a moment, raifed the
waters of the fea into mountains as {olid as brafs
—thy goodnefs fweetened the bitter waters of
Marah; and thy power made the flinty reck
guth into fountains of water!—the tremendous

R thunders
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thunders of mount Sinai were caufed by thy
omnipotence and juftice united; and it was thy
almighty hand that brought the quails every
day fufficient to feed three millions of human
beings. But with what higher aftonifhment and
devotion fhould we contemplate that amazing
altion of thine, which brought manna fuflicient
for fuch millions every day, through the fpace of
forty years! O! let us never be blind or in-
attentive to this glorious altion* of Gop our
Saviour! and remember, this 1s he who turned
water into generous wine, and fed five thoufand
with a few barley loaves and {mall fithes: this is
he that is the only true bread of life, whofe flelh
is meat indeed, and whofe blopd is drink indeed.
Except ye eat the fleth and drink the blood of
the fon of man, the fon of Gop; ye have no
fpiritual life in you.

The life and omnipotence of Chrift farther
appears in the dreadful fire of his wrath, which

burnt

* Stand ftll, my reader, and confider, with attention and rap-
ture, this ftanding monument of the life and omnipotence of
Chrift. Every perfon was allowed an omer, or three quarts of
manna every ¢ay. There were about three milliens, i. e. three
times ten hundred thoufand to be fed: now this amounts to
above two hundred and eighty thoufand bufhels each day ! what
then muft the quantity be for a year! and what then muft the
quantity be for forty years! Try you that are expert in numbers
to exprefs the mighty fum, and then fall down and adore Chritt,

and intreat lum to feed you with the hidden manna, the bread of
eternal life!
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burnt to death thofe rebels Nadab and Abihu—
his arm opened the jaws of the earth to fwallow
whole families alive—he bid the fiery ferpents
kill, and the brazen ferpent to cure the dying
Ifraelites—and the fame power opened the mouth
of the dumb afs to reprove the madnefs of a falfe
prophet—his omnipotent arm [topt the career of
the fun and moon for the fpace of twelve hours—
he made a jaw-bone guth into a fountain o
water—his dreadful power and juftice ftruck dead,
in one mght, an-hundred and eighty-five thoufand
infolent finners—his marvellous prefence forbid
the raging fire to burn his brave and zealous
{fervants—his arm muzzled the jaws and changed
the nature of furious lions—he preferved a man
alive at the bottom of the fea, in the belly of a
fith, and brought him fafe to dry land!

Lord Jefus, thy power united a human body
and foul to thine eternal Godhead; and thou hatt
carried that humanity up into the higheft heavens,
to be the wonder and ornament of the whole
creation of Gop. Thy vrefence and power turned
water into generous wine—by thee lepers were
cleanfed; burning fevers made to flee; raging
tempelts calmed; the blind had new eyes; the
deaf new ears; the dumb new tongues; the
withered new arms; the lame new legs; the
cripples leap for joy; the dead arife to life; the

R 2 devils
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devils crouch at thy feet, and fiy at thy com-
mand :—all air, earth, fea, the dark graves, and
the dark profound of hell feel thine irrefiftible

power !

But we have greater wonders of thine omnipo-
tence than all the above miracles: we fee thy
living and almighty power convince and rege-
nerate three thoufand fouls in one hour, on the
morning of the day of penticoft. O! what {u-
perior exertions of power and grace are here!
blind underftandings filled with the light of Gob
—ftubborn wills made to bow and freely chufe thee
for their dear faviour and friend—wild and vitiated
affections raifed to heaven—filthy imaginations
made chafte and pure—ftupid confciences made
tender and obedient to thy will—{trong prejudices
againft Gop and religion melted off and gone——
old practices of fin and the works of the devil
driven away; and good works, in every mode,
purfued with zeal and pleafure—a raging Saul
made as meek as a lamb—a Philippian cruel jailor
turned into an angel; filthy Corinthians made
white as fhow!—and in this manner thy power
has difplayed itfelf for feventeen hundred years
paft! but oh! what higher wonders of thy power
will open upon the univerfe 1n the latter day
glory—in the refurreCtion of all the dead—in
changing the bodies of all the living—in judging

the
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the whole world of men and devils! Thy eternal
and unbounded power will bid all wicked men
depart into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels; and in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, the fentence fhall be executed, and
continue for ever: thy dreadful arm will hold
down in torment thofe ftrong, fierce, raging
fpirits, who have roved about like roaring lions
in millions, for thoufands of years; and all the
mighty tyrants and madmen who have died in
rebellion againft thee, fhall feel the chains of
almighty power confining them in the fame dark
dungeon as long as Gop’s immortality endures!

O! ye chriftian preachers, let not one fermon
be delivered without fome glorious fentiments on
Chrift’s almighty power! This is the attribute
that gives life to all the reft; and without which,
none of his arttributes can ever appear! His
omniprefence would be ufelefs, if it were not
attended with infinite life and power: his know-
ledge would be a barren fpeculation; his dom:-
nion would be only a name; his dignity and pre-
rogatives would be a cypher; his wifdom of no
avail; his goodnefs inaétive; his mercy unable
to fuccour the miferable; his patience an object
of contempt to finners; his holinefs ineffectual
to preferve his character; his juftice and wrath a
meer bugbear; his truth and faithfulnefs a de-

| lufion;
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lufion; his words meer wind and vanity; his
promifes an empty nothing, and his dreadfyl
threatenings meer impotence and vain terror 3
his all {ufficiency a broken ciftern that could
hold no water: it is power that is the arm of
Gop, on which all the other attributes lay hold,
in order to make their appearance with eternal
beauty and fplendor. O! let us delight in the
power of Chrift; and when we are weak in our-
felves, let us do all things through Chrift's
almighty grace! He has faid, My grace is
fufficient for thee; and through that grace we
are almighty !

Read Dr. Waterland, on Chrift’s almighty
power, in his eight fermons, 1719. Dr. Abra-
ham Taylor, on the omnipotence of Chrift, in
his excellent treatife, ftiled, The Scripture Doc-
trine of the Trinity, 8vo. 1726, Hervey’s
Contemplations on the Starry Heavens: his
letter on Chrift’s Godhead, in Theron and Af-
pafio: his four fermons on the divinity of Chrift,

X779
V. Carist hath the Omxiscience of Gob.

Chrift’s mind 1s infinite: he underftands all
‘things in their nature, properties, differences and
relations to each other, with all the circumftances
and manner of their exiftence. He underftands

all
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all things in Gob and in the creatures wherever
they exift in heaven, earth, and hell.

The underftanding of Chrift is clear and dif~
tinét, without any darknefs or confufion: his
knowledge is deep and penetrating, not thallow
and f{uperficial : his knowledge is infallible and
certain, not doubtful or erroneous : it is eafy and
pleafant knowledge, not acquired with hard
labour and pain: his knowledge is always prefent
and altual, not liable to be abfent from him or
loft like the knowledge of learned men; who lofe
their underftanding by defets of memory or old
age: his underftanding and knowledge is univerfal,
extending to all objets, perfons, a&ions, and
circumitances, good or evil.

His knowledge extends to all objeds in all
worlds: toall things paft, prefent, and to come:
he knowshimfelf: he knows his Father, and the
divine Spirit in the moft clear, deep, perfed, and
certain manner. Our knowledge, when compared
with Chrift’s, appears to be lefs than nothing
it is oblcure, confufed, thallow, doubtful; ac-
quired by hard ftudy, difficulry, and pain; liable
to be lolt every day through forgetfulnefs, inat-
tention, difeafes, and old age: our knowledge is
very narrow, partial, fcanty, and piece-meal,
reaching but a little way as to the obje&s of
knowledge, perfons, attions, and things.

Knowledge



[ 156 ]

Knowledge is the conception of ideas,* and
comparing them, to fee their agreement or dif-
ference. What a feeble conception has man;
and how few ideas can he compare ; how little
can he fee of the agreement of his own ideas, or
of the differences of things! How humble and
modeft ought we to be! when we compare our
underftanding with the infinite underftanding
and unbounded knowledge of the Lord Jefus
Chrift.

Lord

* What an aftonifhing creature is the foul of man! In the
Bight of Chrift's perfeétions, you fee the worth and importance
of a foul—~it isa fpirit, an immeortal fpirit! aninvifible fubftance,
endawed with life or a&ive exiftence, underftanding, and will ;.
it is invifible life ; it has a power of theught; it cannot, by it’s
own will, ceafe to think; it cannot, by it’s awn will, ceafe to
perceive, to chufe, to defire and with for happinefs; it cannot,
by it’s own will, ceafe to be immortal ; thus itisan image of the
eternity of Chrift: it has an amazing fwiftnefs of thought; it
can range through heaven, earth, and hell, in a moment; it can
go back ten thoufand ages, and furvey what Gop was thinking
on before the creation; it can roll down into eternity to come
and tell what Chrift will be doing ten thoufand ages hence;
it can {urvey it’s own being and powers ; it can furvey the being
and powers of millions of angels, men, and devils; and thus it
is an image of Gop’s omniprefence and omnifcience.

The foul is an image of Chritt’s immutability ; for it’s nature,
effence, and powers, are ever the fame; it knows no change in
it s nature, though it may change from better to worfg, or from
worfe to better, in it's moral qualities, and 1t’s happinefs or
mifery !

The foul is an image of Chrift’s life and omnipotence! it is
ever in a flate of aftivity, and it’s powers of thinking are inde-

fatigable 3
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Lord Jefus, are thine eyes like a flame of fire,
to fearch the reins and hearts of men and devils ?
Rev. xi. 18--23. then let thine enemies tremble,
for thou wilt unravel and confound all their plots
againft thy people.

Even the weak embryo, ere to life it breaks,
From his high power it’s flender texture takes;
While in his book the various parts inroll’d,
Increafing, own eterral wifdom’s mold.
Nor views he only the material whole,
But pierces thought and penetrates the {oul.

S Ere

fatigable; it is unwearied in thinking. Whenever we find a
wearinefs in ftudy, attention and thought, this is owing to the
body to which it is united, and not to the foul, which, in it's
feparate ftate, knows no wearinefs. Who ever conceived of an
angel being weary of thinking? Who ever heard er conccived
of a fallen angel being weary of thought, or of feeling fatigue,
in thinking and contriving how to do mifchief to mankind! Who
ever heard of a foul in heaven being weary or fatigued with
thinking of Gop and the heavenly ftate and employment ?

Yea, in the prefent life, now we are clogged with the body,
how do men of wifdom and learning purfue their ftudies, for
forty or fifty years, with unfainting affiduity? As foon as the
body has had a proper recruit by fleep, with what renewed vigour
and diligence will the foul go to work on it's beloved objeéts-every
morning, and purfue them with wonder and delight all the day
long; and when the brain is jaded, the fpirits of the body ex-
haufted, and the animal ftrength gone; yet the foul in itfelf
wifhes to go on every moment to eternity, without wearinefs and
without end, increafing in knowledge and happinefs through an
infinite duration! Thus it is an image of the unbounded life
‘and almighty power of the ETERNAL soN of Gop!



