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A SECTION,

Fyom Rev, Isanc AMBROSE, in bis War with Devils,
{ Somewhat &bridged. )

ety

OF wheftling avith Satan, as to the 4ffault of Defpair,

“y, ONSIDER, it is as eafy with God, upon true

repentancey to forgive the greateft fin as the
leaft ; and he is as willing to forgive many, as to pardon
one; and his mercy fhineth more in pardoning great fin~
ners, than fmall o%ender’s 3 as appeats in the examples of
Moanaffes, Magdalene, Peter ‘and Paul. Moreover, the
law, entered, that the dffince might abound; but where
fin_abounded, grace did much more abound. O bleffed
word !

« 2. Confider, that Chrift is the remedy appointed by

God the Father to fave finful fouls. If, then Satan, tells
us we are miferable finners, and muft defpair, we may
anfwery Chrifl came into the world to fave finners. Mat. g,
13. Ifa. liii. 5. 2 Cor. v. 21. 'Thus blefled Mrs. Cathe-
rine Stubbs wreftled with Satan, as appears in that Dia-
Yogue: How now, Satan, what makeff theubere? Art thou
come to tempt the Lord’s fervant 2 1 tell thee thou haft no
part nor portion in me,-nor by the grace of God ever
fhalt have: I was, now am, and fhall be the Lord’s for
ever ; yea, Satan, I.was chofen an eleft of Chrift unto
everlafting falvation, before the foundation of the world
was laid ; and therefore thou muft get thee packing. But
what doft thou lay to my charge, thou foul fiend !5 /
that I am a finner, and therefore fhall-be damned 3 1confefs,
indeed, ‘that I am a finner, and a grievous finmer, both
- ‘by original fin and by actual fin; and that I may thank
thee for:"and therefore, Satan, 1 beque‘ath my fin to thee,
from whom it firft camie, and I appeal to the mercy of
God in Chrift Jefus: Chrift came to fave finners (as Re
himfelf faith) and not the righteous : the Lamb of God
taketh away the fin of the world; the blsod of Fefus Chriff
doth cleanfe us from all fins, ‘

But
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Biit what fayeft thou now, Satan? Doft thou afk me,
how I dare come for mercy? I tell thee, Satan, T am
‘bold to come unto him through Chrift, being affured
and certain of pardon and remiffion of all my fins for
his name’s fake: for doth not the Lord bid all heavy laden
with the burden of fin, to come unto him, and he will
eafe them ! Chrift’s arms were fpread wide open upon
the crofs to embrace me, and all penitent finners ; and
therefore 1 will not fear to prefent myfelf before his
footftool, in full affurance of his mercy for Chrift’s fake.
‘What more, Satan ! Doft thou fay, It is written that God
will reward every one according to his deferts? So it is
written again, .thou deceitful Devil, that Chrift’s righ-
teoufnefs is my righteoufnefs, his works'my works, his
merits my merits, and his precious blood a full fatisfac-
tion for my {ins, and for the fins of all others who flee unto
him. O,but Godis a juft God (thou fayeft), and there~
fore, in juftice, muft condemn me: I grant, Satan, that
he is a juft God, and therefore he cannot in juftice pu-
nith me for my fins, which he hath already punifhed
in his own Son? it is againft the law of juftice® to punith
one fault twice... I was,and am, a great debtor unto God
the Father, but Jefus Chrift hath paid the debt for me,
and therefore it ftands not with the juftice of God to
require it again ;and therefore avoid, Satan; avoid, thou
firebrand of hell, and tempt me no more¢ ; for he that is
with me, is mightier than thou; even the mighty and
viétorious Lion of the tribe of Judah, who hath bruifed
thy head, and hath promifed to be with his children to
the end of the world ; avoid therefore, thou daftard; re-
move thy fiege, and yield the field won, and get thee
packing, or I .will call upon my grand Captain, Jefus
Chrift, the valiant Michael who beat thee in heaven, and
threw thee down to hell, with all thy hellifh train and
devilifh crew. She had fcarcely pronounced thefe laft
words, biit the fell fuddenly into a fweet fmile, faying;
Now he is gone—now he is gone—Do you not fee him
fly like a coward, and run away like a beaten cock : he
hath loft the field, and [ have won the viftory-=even
the garland and crown of everlafting life; not by my
own power, or ftrength ; but by the power and might
of_Jefus Chrift,”

cccca Extraét



978 LETTER TO THE DEVIL.

Extratt of a Letter written by the famous Rev. Mr. IsAac
HANN, occafioned by his reading the above Seition in

Ifaac Ambrofe’'s works.

I now am-paft the year of eighty-feven,
Juft on the brink of Jordan, near to Heaven.

HAVE met with a paffage in Ifaac Ambrofe’s War
with the Devils, wherein he relates a ftory of Mrs.
atherine - Stubbs, who was affaulted by the Devil, and
fhe held an encounter with him,.‘and got the victory.
When 1 had read it, I took my pén and wrote a word to

the Devil, viz.

Devil, I tell thee, without nubbs or jubbs,

Thou we’rt no match at all for Catherine Stubbs 3

And, if her God give ftrength to lay the man,
Thou wilt come off as bad with Ifaec Hann
For all the arguments fhe ufed fhall be

The arguments-which he will ufe with thee:
And when thou canft thofc arguments repel,
He muft fubmit to go with thee to Hell.

But while his Sayiour God doth live and reign,
He is fecure~=gang off with thy crack’d brain.
God is a 3un and fhield to ev'y Saint-—

A cordial for their 1¢culs, whene’er they faint.
He will give Grace and Glory, we are told,
And no good thing wiil he from them withhold.

Upottery, Devon,

[Gen. 3. 15.

May 3777, Isaac Hann,

A ——————

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION

In 1800, 1801, and 180z.

L

UNE 3d and 4th, 1800. Affembled at Claxton. On Tuef-
day afternoon met at two o’clock, and the letters from

the churches were read. There were,

Baptized and added 69  Dead —_—

Received by letter Difmiffed

2
Reftored - 1 Excluded memm

72

Increafe, 35 ; number of Members, 732,

12

15
10

37
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On Wednefday morning Brother Farmery preached from
Rom. xil. 12. Rejoicing in bope ; patient in tribulation 5 continu-
ing inflant in prayer. Wednefday afternoon Brother Thomp-
fon preached from Jerem. viii. 22. latter claufe. Why thenis
not the health of the daughter of my people recovered 2

June 2d and 3d, 1801. The Aflociation was held at IpA
avich, On Tuefday afternoon met-at two o’clock, and the
letters from the churches were read. There were

Baptized and added 88  Dead —_—
Received by letter 2z Difmiffed  —
Excluded w—w=

90

Increafe, 68 ; number of Members, Soo.
Brother Hall read the letter on Chriffian Unity and Concord,
which being'approved was figned by him as Moderator. Wed-
nefday morning, at fix o’clock, Brother Hupton preached from
Epheg it. 8,  For by Grace arc ye faved. At ten o’clock,
Brother Caddy preached from Lam. iv. 2. The precious fons g‘
Zion mmparaé}e’ to fine gold, how are they effeemed asearthen pitch-
ers, the work of the hands of the potrer. In the afternoon met
at two o’clock, Brother Green preached from z Cor. iv.s.
For ave preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Fefus the Lord ; and our-
JSelves your fervants for Fefus’s Jake. And-in the evening, Bro-
“ther Willey preached from Gal. iii. 26. For we are all the

children of God, by faith in Chrift Fefus.
The Dereham Church, at this time, withdrew from the Af-

fociation ; but two churches, newly formed at Bury and
at Otley, were added to it,

:IO\‘O\I

This year, 1802, the Affociation was held at Difs. On
Tuefday afternoon, June 1ff, met at half palt two o’clock,
{ung, read 4th. Ephef. Brother Ward addreflfed the Af-
fembly on the nature of the Affociation. Brother Ramfey, a
meflenger from the Bury Church, prayed. Read the Articles of
the Affociation, and the letters from the Churches. Numbers

Baptized and added 138  Dead —_— 12
Received by letter 6  Difmiffed — 10
Reflored  —=— 1 Excluded w—— 15

145 37
Increafe, 168 ; number of Members, goz.
Brother Ward sead the Circular Letter on the different
Unions of the Divine Nature, which being approved was figned
cceccy by
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by him as Moderator : fung; and Brother Chriftopherfon, a

meffenger from the Ipfwich Church, prayed. In'the evening

Brother Manfer preached from Prov. xiv. 10. T%e beart know-

zb /._71'3 own bitternefs 3 and a firanger doth not intermeddle with
is joy.

Wednefday morning, fix o’clock, Brother Caddy prayed,
and Brother Fenn preached from If. xxvii. 13. 4ad it fball come
20 pafs in that day, that the great trumpet fpall be blown, and
they ﬁqll come, &c.

Met again at tén o’clock. Brother Thompfon prayed, and
Brother Hupton preached from 2 Pet.iii. 9. The Lord is nar
Slack concerning his promife, as fome men count flacknefs ; but is long-
Suffering to us-ward, not willing that any fEould perifh, but that
all fbould come to repentance, He fhewed that as-ward in-
tended the ele@, who had obtained precious faith, 10 whom
the Epiftles of Peter were fent; that God was long-fof-
fering with refpe@ to them, efpecially in their ftate by
nature ; that he was not willing that any one of them
fhould perith, but that all of them fhould come. to true
repentance.

In the afternoon, at half paft two o’clock, Brother Fenn
prayed, and Brother Hall preached from Pf. cxlv. 10. 11. 4/
2hy works fhall praife thee, O Lord ; and thy faints fball blefs thee;
they foall jpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power.
He dwelt particularly on the extent and riches of Chrift’s
kirigdom, and the charadlers of the faints. At half paft fix
o’clock, Brother Cowell prayed, and Brother Johnfon
preached from Mal. iil. x7. 4nd they fball be mine, faith the
Lord of Hofts, in that day when 1 make up my jewels,

There are {even Churches now belonging to the above
Affociation in Norfolk and Suffolk, viz. Claxton, Ipfwich,
Difs, Mildenhall, Grundifburgh, Bury and Otley ; and the
annual increafe of them has been noticed in the above ac-
counts. There are other:old Churches who do not join in
Aflociation, which for the moft part are on the increafe.
There are alfo new Churches, befides thofe already men-
tioned, at Horham and Stowmarket, in Suffolk; and at
Downham, Fakenham, Wymondham, Buxton, Aylfham,
Marthham, and Salhoufe, in Norfolk; and ‘more are likely
to be formed foon. Such an increzle is pleafing ; but it is
of more confequence to increafe in grace, efpecially in thofe
days of fin and error. In this refpe&t we are happy to inform
our conneftions of the unanimity which prevailed and was
much enjoyed in a very large affembly of religious friends, at
our laft affociation, that we are kept by the power of our Co-
venant God fledfaft in the greatand glorious truths of the
everlafting Gofpel—the God-honouring, foul-enriching, and

heart-
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heart-warming dofrines of a Trinity in the Godhead—of
the fovereign, eternal, and immutable love of the Tri-une
Jehovah, centring in }efus; and refting with all its unfading
glories, and unnumbered bleflings upon the fons of God—
the eternal ele@ion of fome of the human race to everlafting
life and glory in Chrift Jefus, proceeding from and dire@ted
by the abfolute, uncontroulable {overeignty of Jehovah’s
will—the eternal and indiffoluble union of all the chofen in
Chrift, who was fet up from everlafting'as their federal head,
and glorious reprefentative ; in whom their perfons were
accepted in love—their predeftination to the adoption of
children, as God the Father’s at, proceeding from the
boundlefs love of his heart in his Son; and defigned for the
praife of the glory of his ftupendous grace—the eternal, gra-
cious, and infinitely wife covenant tranfa&ions of the Holy
Three, relative to the falvation of offending mortals—the
transfer of all the fins of the ele@ from them to Chrift, and
the full condemnation and punifhment of them in him—the
complete atonemert made for. them by the one glorious and
all-fufficient facrifice of Chrift’s {potlefs humanity, prefented
to infinite juftice upon the altar of his divinity, .in all the
flames of his tranfcendent love—the perfonal and-all-perfe&t
obedience of our great Immanuel to the holy law, per-
formed in the room and flead of "his people, accepted for
them, and imputed to them by the God of all grace ; and
their free, full, and everlafting juftification by it in his fight
—~the glorious redemption, perfe& cleanfing, and full pardon
of all the veffels of mercy, -through the precious blood of the
crofs—their regeneration, effeftual calling and converfion,
by the glorious, aimighty, and irrefiftible operations of Gad
the Holy Ghoft—the life of faith they live-upon the fullnefs
of Jefus, and the good works they perform in love to-the
Yrinity in Covenant, for the honour of diferiminating grace,
and the glory of the Tri-une Jehovah—in fine, their prefer-
vation by the power of the Almighty, through faith to that
glory, to which they were deftinated by ele@ing love, before
the foundation of the world. Thefe fublime truths we con-
fider as the glory of the Bible, the foul of Chriftianity, the
ground of 2 finper’s hope, and the fource of the believer’s
Joys; and can fay in truth, that we efteem them beyond the
riches of the Indies. Norare we yet pofleffed of a fufficient
degree of modern candour, to treat them with cold in-
difference, or to view them as non-effentials; but think
ourfelyes bound to maintain them to the utmoft of our
ability, and to reject all affertions inconfitent with them,
or tending ultimately to deftroy ary part of this beautiful

{yftem,
cccc 4 The
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The next. Affociation is (God willing) 20 &e beld at Grundif-
burgh, -on the firft Tutfday and Wednefday in Fune 1803. Bro-
ther Ward from Difs, and the Minifter from Bury, and, in
cafe of failure, Brother Hupton, to preach.

e ——

ORDINATION,

T —

N Tuefday June the 8th, the Rev. WiLriam Crirr

was ordained Paftor over the Calvinift Baptift Church,

ip Chapmanflade, Wils. The congregation met at a quarter
paft tén. Brother Bain, of Downton, beganinreading chap.iii.
3 Tim. firft feven verfes. 1 Peter, chap. v. four firft verfes. He
then defcribed the nature of a Gofpel Church, afked the
ufual queftions, and received the confeffion of faith. - Our
ufefol and venerable Brother Marfhman, of Weftbury-Leigh,
prayed the Ordination Prayer, and laid on hands, -accompa-
nied by others.  Brother Porter, of Bath, delivered .the
<harge from Coll. iv. 17. Sayzo drchippus, &c. Brother Saf-
fery, of Salifbury, addreffed the people from.1 Cor, xvi, part
of v. 10. See that be may be with you without fear, for be worketh
the avork of the Lord ; and concluded with prayer. Our inde-
pendent Brethren in the Miniftry, Hyatt and Frome, Dunn of
Bradford, Jackfon of Warminfter, and Mantle of Weftbury,
gave out hymns a4t proper-intervals, The fervice was concluded
about a quarter paft one. Met again at five o’clock. Brother
Stevenfon, Independent Minifter at Trowbridge, prayed.Bro-
ther Shoveller, of Portfmouth, preached from Pfalm viii, 4th
verfe, Brother Dunn, Independent Minifter of Bradford, con-
cluded ip prayer. Many. found it a good day. The cafe of this
Church gt prefent is nearly,as follows :=—About 22 years ago
Mr. Fofeph Clift, now paitor of the Baptift Church at North
Rradley, was called to the work of the miniftry, by the Church
at Weitbury-Leigh. Among the places that claimed his atten-
tion, this was one, He went on a Liord’s Day and preached ;
his auditory was large and inclined to. be troublefome. He
learned, in the courfe of a week, that their principal objec-
tion was, that but a little time before this, he was as bad as
any of them, and that now he undertook to become their
teacher. He went again on the following Lord’s Day,
told them he had heard their obje@ion,. and humbly acknow-
ledged the charge ; and faid, if God had taken him away
in the ftate he was when among. them, he muft now have been
in hell= but that God had fhewn him mercy in making
Known to him his finfel apd guilty ftate, and in fhewing h}ilm
is
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his need of an intereft in Chrift. This addrefs, under God,
bad a pleafing effe®.  They heard him peaceably, and
the place foon became too {mall for them tomeéet in. They
procured a room that would contain 200, and it was filled.
God wrought by the word. Some were converted. In a
fhort time, a Church was formed. He continued 1o preach
among them for feveral years, till invited to North Brad-
ley : then, at the requeft of the people, his brother Wil-
liam, who was called to preach by Weftbury-Leigh People,
agreed to preach among them, which he has done to the
prefent time.  About three years ago, they . ereted a
neat, unadorned place of worthip, ‘capable of containing
between four and five hundred perfons. Since it has been
built, they have been under the pleafing neceflity of pat-
ting up fide-galleries; the expences incurred are not as
yet difcharged ; but there is a debt remaining of [z50;
and fuch is the flate of the Church and congregation, that
all they can raife; goes to pay the intereft: fo that pecu~
niary aid to their paftor, is at prefent out of the queftion,
The cafe, however, has been admitted by the committee
in London ; and it is hoped that it will meet with all
encouragement in the great city, if the rich and’ gené-
yous people in ‘the feveral meighbouring Churches, do not,
by early exertions, make it unneceflary to apply for contri-
butions in the metropolis. J-B

The HISTORY of the BAPTIST CHURCH
AT NORTHAMPTON,

( Continued from page 772.)

————

N 13th May, 1792, a letter was read to the Church,

at Northampton, from that meeting at Breadmead,
Briftol, requefting them to give up their paftor (Dr.
Jobn Ryland), to take the conjoint charge of the Church
and Academy in that city, then deftitute, From this
time ev‘e?y ftep of both paftor and people ‘were marked
with. prayer, prudence, deliberation, and a benevolent
defire of facrificing to the general good; for few paftors
and people were more united, perhaps, or felt more in
profpe& of parting. On 24th November, 1793, in con-
fequence of repeated folicitations from the paftors of other
churches,
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churchES, who faw the public good conneéted with pla-
cing one {o eminently quahﬁed in fuch a ftation, as that
at Briftol, Dr. Ryland’s friends confented to releafe him
from his paftoral charge of the church at Northampton i
for no feparation would-have taken place without their
confent. The letter, containing an af”‘e&tonate difmiffion
for Dr. Ryland and Mrs. Ryland his wife, from North-
ampton to Briftol, bears date, 11th January, 17g94; the
Deacons then ﬁandmg in the church, were Thomas Trin-
der, Jofeph Dent, Abraham Abbott, and ~Thomas
Wykes, The church agreed to meet oncg a week, to
befeech the Lord to fend them a paftor after his own
heart.

From this time they were fupplied by different minif-
ters and paftors ; and it is pleafing to remark, that they
were not deftitute one Lord’s- day of the means of grace,
during the interval of their unfettled ftate.  The condu&
of the neighbouring churches, of Dr. Ryland, the friends
at Brifol,’ " and the Thfter churches in dxderem parts of the
natxon, is {nown aof by the Lhurch at Northampton, in the
warmeft terms of gratitude, who were always ready to
affift to the utmoft of their power, and putup with incon-
veniencies for the fake of accommodating the ‘deftitute
church.

It is worthy of obfervation, that the thurch was kept
in peace during-all this time : for this, much praife is dué
to their #ow {fenior Deacon, Mr. Jofeph Dent, who was
the. mdefat:gable fervant of the church, and always ready
to facrifice perfonal eafe and private opinion, to purfue
thofe things which made for tlie public good:—a conduét
worthy of imitation, by all who are placed in fimilar cir-
cumftances. On 2d of November, 1794, Mr. Thomas
Trinder was removed by death—and on November 23,
1795, his brother and faithful coadjutor Mr. Thomas
Wykes :—thefe were trying fcenes, but God was yet with
his people, and therefore they were fafe.

From 1794 to 1799 they had their trials, which were
in fome mea{ure counterbalanced by confiderable addi-
tions-to the church and ccmgregatxon ; and by general
peace amoug the brethren.

Having being difappointed feveral times in their ex-

peQtations, and fruftrated in their attempts to get a
minifter. fettled ; they continued: deftitute till towards thg

en
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end of 1798, when Mr. George Keely, 2 member of

r. Rippon’s church, and a ftudent at Brifto], made
known to his tutor Dr. Ryland, his wifh of joining the
Miffionaries in Bengal. Of this the Do&or wrote to
inform the committee for the Miffion, who being utterly
unacquainted with Mr. K. withed to fee him. * It was
accordingly agreed, that Mr. K. fhould vifit Northamp-
tonthire in November 1798, in order to meet the
managers of the Miffion at Guilsborough; and, as a
fecondary thing, preachto the people at Northampton three
or.four {qrd’s days. He preached at Northampton the
firft time, on the 18th November, fame year ; and met the
committee at Guilfborough on the 20th. Nothing was
decided upon at that time ; but the committee and Vir. K.
held themfelves ‘at liberty. Mr. K. preached four fab-
baths at Northampton, and the peopie requefted his ftay
through the remaining part of the year; with which he
complied, and then-returned to Briftol to purfue his
ftudies. In about a fortnight he received an invitation
from the ‘church and congregation to fpend the fummer
vacation with them, to which, with the advice of his
tutor and friends, he confented. Accordingly, he vifited
Northampton again, and preached to the people from the
26th May, 1799, to July, when application being made
through the medium of the Deacons, to know his views
relative to the order of the.church, he gave it them in
writing ;. which being laid before the members, they de-
puted their Deacons, Mr. Jofeph Dent and Mr., Abra-

am_Abbott, to requeft his ftay for three months upon
probation.

As it was thought that Mr. K’s conftitution would not
_{uit a hot eaftern climate, and as the friends 2t North-
ampton had made fo great a facrifice to the public good,
in refigning their late highly-efteemed paftor, Mr. K.
was advifed to liften to the church, and he declined going
to India. Thus the way being cleared, after fome delibe-
ration, he confented to {tay, which it is highly probable he
‘would not have done, his time being but half expired at
Briftol, had mot the long deftitute-ftate of the church,
their unanimity in conjunction with the congregation in
their call, their prefling folicitations, ‘accompanied with
appearances of ufefulnefs, pointed out ‘what hé fuppofed
to be the leadings of Providence to that decifion. o

n
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On 22d September, 1799, he received an unanimous
call to the paftoral charge, andon 13th November, fame
year, was ordained—(for particulars fee Baptift Regifter
fot February 1801, p” 301). Circumftances were at this
time very flattering, and much to the credit of the people.

Being now fettled with a paftor, and, through- the
blefling of divine grace, the church increafing, they be-
gan to think of flling up the places vacant by the
death of their two Deacons irr 1794 and 1795. Accord-
ingly, after confultation-and prayer for divine direction ;
their late paftor, Dr. Ryland, being on a vifit at that time
at Northampton, was requefted to take the management
of the elettion, to which he confented; and the church
proceeded, on Wednefday 8th of July 1801, to choofe
from thofe firft nominated by the officers in being, the
following brethren-—-rl\/\lr. William Ager, Mr. Tubzlcain
Mellows, and Mr. Jofeph Hall; men who have difco-
vered a difpofition comporting with the important office
they ill, and prefaging good to the Society.

As a church, they have been favoured with confiderable
additions ; and the Lord has been pleafed t9 raife up
amongft them for village-preaching three brethren, who,
in conjunétion with three before defignated to that office,
fupply the neighbourhood on Lord’s-day evenings, and
occafionally neighbouring churches. The members of the
church enjoy the blefling of Peace, and are ftriving to-
gether for the faith of the Gofpel..

Northampton, Feb. 17, 1802.

PARSON WISE-ACRE,
AN INVENTOR OF SPIRITUAL MEANINGS.

NE of our fenior and moft fedate minifters, a few
weeks fince, on a very public occafjon, fpeaking of
the manner of preaching, begged permiflion of his audi-
ence to give his opinion on the article of what is called
Jpiritaalizing the Scripture, and thus addrefled them:
¢ Give me leave to fay, that though I much approve
of the occafional accommodation of certain feriptures to
purpofes to which they bave no literal reference, according
w the manner of Mr. Henry, yet I very much difapprove
of any man’s attempting to difplay his talents by pretend-
ing
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ing to prove doltrines by texts of Scripture, that do not
immediately refer to them. Ihave heard of making the
Scriptures a nofe.of wax, and this appears to me to be
fomething of the kind. 1'know this meets the tafte of
fome perfons in our day, but it is a tafte which one
would not {fpend 2 moment in attempting to gratify. Ido
not know that there are any of this defcription pre-
fent ; butif there are, perhaps they are ready to fay, ¢ We
fhould have liked you better, had you taken another text
to have grounded your fubjé&t upon. Every body muft
know, that fuch- a text as yours refpe&ts Chrift, becaufe
his name 1is exprefsly mentioned in it. Now we want
Jomething out of the common way, and we like a man that
has ingenuity enough to find Chrift in a text where no-
body but himfelf ever fuppofed he was direétly intended : —
for inftance, if, inftead of choofing the common plain text
you have enlarged on now, you had taken fome fuch
feripture as 1 Chron. vi. 81—And Hefbbon with  ber
Sfuburbs, and Fazer with ber fuburbs; and have told us all
the fame things that you have now about Chrift,'and made
it appear that they are all to be found in that text, we
fhould have had amuch greater opinion of your ingenuity
and knowledge of Scripture than we now have.’

Well, my friends, you muft forgive me, if you
pleafe; I do not pretend to have any ingenuity of this
fort, and I have lived fo long in the world now, that I do
not expect I ever fhall.  And befides, if I wereinclined
to this prallice which I find fome people call dwelling
deep (Jer. xlix. 8), 1 fhould be afraid that, at one time
or another, 1 fhould be caught in fome fuch trap as the
preacher was who took for his text, Ezra, i. g—Nine-
and-twenty knives. Now this WisE-ACRE was fond of
launching out into the deep, Luke, v. 4; and one day
thinking that he had found out what nobody ever had be-
fore, viz. that thefe knives were typical of the four-and-
twenty elders in the Revelations, He was fo tranfported
with the difcovery which he fancied he had made, that he
never recollefted, till he had gotinto the pulpit and read
his text, that there was a difference of ffve in the number;
and, therefore, when he came to draw the comparifon,
not knowing what to do with the odd five, he told.his au-
dience, he muft drop that number, in order to make the
type and the antitype tally. The whole audience, the wife

and
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and the weak, were confounded ; but there wasone in the
congregation who was not quite fo much of the allegorift
as the preacher, but, having more underftanding and re-
verence for the word of God, wifely ftepped up the pul-
pit ftairs, and told him, that inftead of dropping the odd
five, as he had juft propofed to dos it would be.much
better to drop the whole; and fo an end was put to
Wife-acre’s preaching.

Tue Rev. Mr. THOMAS COLE,

HIS LAST SERMON IN THE WORLD,}
The 22d Auguft, 1697.

1 Epiftle of Yobn, Cap. i, verfes 1, 2.—~If any man fin, we havean advo-
cate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous : and he is the propitia-
tion for our fins; and not for ours only, but for the fins of the whole
world.

I COME not this day to flatter you, nor to fright you. If I

fhould fay you have no fin, I fhounld flatter you; if I
fhould tell you there is no hope.of falvation for finners, I thould
fright you: therefore I fhall endeavour to thow your danger,
and to fhow you your deliverer; and while I am holding up
the remedy with one hand, I fhall fearch the wound with the
other.

T have fingled ont a fubje that is of great concernment to
you all. , M§v little children, thefe things awrite I untoyou ; if any
man fin (as every-man does), we bave an advecate awith the
Father. The patrons of univerfal redemption lay much ftrefs
upon this fcripture, that Chrift is fet forth as anadvocate, not
only - for our fins that do believe, but for the whole world, ins
cluding unbelievers. Therefore they fay redemption is uni-
verfal ; but this cannot be the fenfe of John here, being direétly
contrary to the defign of the Apoftle.

By little-children he means believers newly converted to
the faith: he exhorts not to fin; butin cafe they do fin
through infirmities, he doth, for their comfort, exhort them not
to defpair of God’s mercy, but by faith go to Chrift, who is
their advocate with tlie Father, and is ready to do all the
offices of love with the Father. In his grace we fliould all
acquiefce. Though Chrift was of the feed of the Jews, yethe

is

+ This Sermon, Title and all, is here printed from an original ancient
manufeript. Mr. Cole was one of the Pinner's-Hall Preachers.~He died
September 16, 1697.
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is not an advocate for them only, but the believing Gentiles,
who are called the world—+¢ I come not to cendemn the world,
but to fave jt.”” By the'world here is meant the Ele&, who are
{cattered up and down in all parts of the world. There is a
fpecial univerfality belonging to believers, which brings them
urnder this denomination of the world ; the Apoftle applies ¢his
to believers—¢¢ Chrift is not an advocate for unbelievers: I
pray not for the world.”

If Chrift be not our advocate, he is not our propitiation s
Chrift will not fave any for whom he is not an advocate.
If Chrift fhould make interceflion for any who have no intereft
in .him, then his death would contradi® his interceflion. If
fuch could be pardoned without Chrift, then the grace of
propitiation would beufelefs ; Rom. iii. 25, “ whom God hath fet
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.”” They that
do not act-thro® faith in his bloed have nointereit in his propitia~
tion. Chriftis a propitiation for the fins of thofe whom Godloves,
1 Johniv. 1o. The Apoftle fpeaks exprefsly of this—< Herein
is love, not -that we loved God, but that God loved us.”” God
had 2 mind to be reconciled to finners, to make up that un-
happy breach that fin had made between man and him ; there-
fore {ent his Son made in the flefh. The world was funk very
low, that nothing but the death of the Son of God could re-
lieveit: thisis the greateft inftance and token of his love that
could be. Believers only partake of his falvation, Gal. iii. 22,
¢ The fcripture hath concluded all under fin, that the promife
by faith of Jefus Chrift might be given to them that believe.”
T1ll faith comes we are all under the curfe of the law, fo that
the proper work of faith is to believe. < Whofoever believeth in
him, fhall receive remiffion of fins,”” and none elfe, becaufe none
bat believers have communion with Chrift in his death. None
are children but believers, John i. 12—¢ To them he gave
power to become the children of God.” It isimpoffible fora
~ finner to apprehend his adoption, until he hath received Jefus
Chrift by faith; that makes the way eafy, and anfwers -all
objections; proves a believer to be an heir of God, and joint
heir with, Chrift : you will have other thoughts of yourfeives
when faith comes than you have now. The power by which
God hath taken hold of them, makes them confident of: this
falvation. None but beiievers obtain pardon; it belongs to
them that believe : if we let in unbelievers into this privilege,
we deftroy that article of our creed concerzing remiflion of fins.
‘The Apottle fpeaks as a believer vnio brlizvew: » it was not the
will of God that Chrift thould die, but {or thufe whom the Fa-
ther gave him. Chrift died for 2ll, that is, for ail degrees of
men, poor and rich, beggars and kings ; therefore we ought to

pray
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pray for all that live under the means of grace.*“My little chils
dren,.I write to you.”” Why doth John call them his little
«children ? By children, he means believers ; not his natural
but his {piritual children ; fuch whofe fins are forgiven, fuch
children as are begotten to God by his miniftry ; he was their
fpiritual Father. They who have not begotten finners to

Chrift, they do not deferve to be called Father. :
9. How fhall we know that we are begotten to God, by
the feed of the word —You may know it when the word
firikes with power upon the foul : The Majefty of God, the
trath of God, makes a marvellous commotion in you. The
{oul is ready to break for the longing defires it hath after
God, A marvellous light breaks in upon the underftanding.
The foul is all on a fudden as the chariots- of Aminadab.
"That man that is born of,God feels all this within himfelf:
he doth what ke doth for God, with all his might, with all
his heart : he is wholly takén up with the things of God:
he never goes fo faft after Chrift, but he would go fafter.
Paul felt the motion of the Spirit working in him to life:
¢ The life I now live  in the flefh, I live by the faith of
the Son of God.”_Gal. ii. 20. See that faith may be felt;
faith is the higheft principle in man: a little faith will out-
do all the reafon in the world, . Faith hath the greateft com-
mand of the beart, carries all before it : all things are pof-
fible to him that believeth : it animates and quickens the
foul : we are quickened together with Chrift ; you grow more
vivacious and a&ive, you have more life, and moré abun-
dantly., We are begotten of God by the word:.’tis faith
fhews us our regeneration. The firft word that the new
creature {peaketh is fuggefted to it by faith. None call
God, Father, but fuch.as are-begotten to him by the word ;
they fpeak naturally, they {peak feelingly and knowingly ;
they are fatisfied they are taken into fo near a relation to
him. Thofe things that we derive our life and being from,
by thofe things itis nourithed and increafed. The new crea-
ture is begotten by the word, and it feeds upon it afterwards.
Let us examine ourfelves by fuch a clofe, inward applica-
tion of the word to our own confcience ; we fhall find new
vigour of mind in ourfelves, a prompt and ready inclination
to things that are fpiritual, .
Communion with God, felf-denial with Chrift, and an
univerfil refignation of curfelves .to his will, are not fuch
ftrange things as fome would make them: they are con-natu-
ral to a faint.' He is never more in" his own element than
when he is moft with God. - There is'an holy fympathy be-
tween the foul and the word of God : you may judge of your
{piritual
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fpir tual life, and regeneration by the inward delight you takein
the word of God. O how fweet ! how agreeable isit to a gra-
cious foul! Nothing is fo refrefhing, nothing is fo reviving as
that : it begets life, and it nourifheth and increafeth it. The word
that God fpeaks is the word of eternal life, not only as repre-
fented to us in the fcriptures ; but the words of Chrift are
{pirit and life; 7. e. they have a quickening virtue in them,
when the Holy Ghoft fets in with them. The feed of the
Word grows, and we know not how ; and yet we may obs
ferve fometimes that it draws in the heart to God, works a
{uitable frame of obedience, a cheerful compliance with
every truth, God is writing his word on the heart, and we
cannot but cleave to it. The favour of the Word abides in
us. We begin then to underftand where we are, and what
we are doing. 'Then they fee their way, and then they run
fafter than ever. They cannot but in reafon rather obey God
than man. A new-born foul wil] do whatfoever the Word re<
?uires. He is boro of the will of God; his new nature is
uited to thofe principles. You may know that he was be-
gotten by the Word, by his holy and heavenly converfation,
according to'the Word : the Spirit of the Lord God is upon
him; when others confult reafon, he confults the word of
God. The fpirit of God in the word will do wonders. This
is the great queftion—Am I in Chrit? Am I a new crea:
ture ? He confults with the Word, that will tell you more
than all the world can befides. The way of God’s working
by the word is very fecret; there is a mighty fpirit that doth
accompany the word in converfion, .in begetting finnérs unto
Chrift, Heb. v. 12.. Thefe children are not only begotten,
but nourithed by the Word: there is not a living chriftian that,
under thefe means, doth not grow in grace. The end of God is
to prevent fin. ¢ Little children,” fays John, ¢ thefe things:
I write to you, that you fin not.”” Believers themfelves fhould
be cautioned againft fin; if any man fin, we have an advo-
cate with the father.—Gen.iv. ¢ What haft thou done? the
voice of thy brother’s blood cries,” &c. . And the Lord faid,
¢ Becaufe, the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great,” &c.—
So James v. 4.-¢¢ The hire of' the labourer cries to God for
vengeance,” Thisthews what need the finner hath of an ad.
vocatg, becaufe his fins cry aloud againft him. Many 2 one
that {uffers under this woeful cry of his fins; knows not when
vengeance comes; what is the caufe of it: this fhould: make

us afraid of any fin not repented of. v
The-law of God fpeaks againft fuch as deferve wrath ; and
Satan, he will accufe them: and not only this, but there
DuDD comes
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comes in confcience too that will accufe him, witnefs againit
him, and will condemn him : therefore, what a woeful cafe
is a man in that hath none to plead for him in heaven,
when he hath {fo many that fpeak againft him.—Rom.viii. 30.
#¢ He ever lives to make interceflion for us :*” ¢ he igable to
{ave to the uttermoft :** fo that you fee we have a prevailing
advocate. If Chrift had been an advocate for all, his death
would have been effe@ual for all: God hears him always, in
all cafes, and for all perfons: he will in no wife caft out them.
that come to him through Chrift Jefus. Be not difcouraged ;
go to Chrift, try his interceffion: never was any foul loft
that came to him for life. But how (hall I come to know
that Chrift is my advocate? If the fpirit of Chrift be in
you,.urging you to pray to the Father in his name, itis cer-
tain that Chnft is in us, and is interceding for.us. Chrift is
concerned for every prayer that is put up to the Father in his
name: Chrift’s interceflion follows our prayers: Chrift be-
gins in us here ; then Chrift takes upon him to follow our
prayers, and to back them with his interceflion. He is not
only an advocate, but mazkes propitiation. He hath the
price of our redemption in his own hands ; he pleads the
merits of his own blood : his blood was fhed for the re-
miffion of our fins—7. e. it was fhed for the fatisfaction of
the law.

The law of God cannot ftrike a poor finner that is {prink-
led with the blood of Chrift : thaugh your confcience plead
againft you, be not difcouraged ; go to.Chrift; pray for his
fpirit.—Rev. iii. 20. ¢ Behold, I, {land at the door, and
knock,” &c, Chriit locks that you fhould begin in prayer,
by the guidance and influence of his Spirit : this opens the
door, and lets Chyift farther into the foul : I fland at the door
and knock. Stir up your faith, and endeavour, by prayer,
to open this door: vpon your endeavours to open it, the
door will fly open ; Chrift will come in; he will fecretly
help you. Try what prayer will do: it will conquer all
your enemies, Thus you fee how Chrift, as an advocate,
brings God and the finner together,

Under the law, they that laid their hands on ile facrifice,
had the benefit of it ; fo they that by faith lay their hands
on Chrift, fhall have the benefit of his interceffion- as their
advocate. - But unbelievers will not lay their hands upon the
head of the facrifice : they will not take hold on Chrift: it
muft be . through faith in his blood, elfe the. propitiation:
will not work. There needs no other propitiation but Chrift
alone. He hath made reconciliztion by the death of. h;_:

1o



MR, CARR’s: MEETING-HOUSE, 993

crofs. Make ufe of him as-your Advocate, every day., None
but Chrift can plead for us. _

Let us make ufe of the advocatefhip of Chrift in the cafe
of fin ; -go to Chrift every day as your Advocate for fin : you
g0 upon account of worldly {uits upon you ; then you make
ufe of him: but do not you know that fin is the greateft of
provocations, and will bring down the fearfuleft of judge-
ments ? 'Further, Chrift is here, the righteous. You know
under the law, the facrifice was to be without blemifh. Beg
the affiftance of the Spirit, and then read the Word over
again, and you will fee néw rays of light darted out
of it ' '

Make ufe of the Spirit of Chrift here on earth, to fee the
Perfon of Chrift in Heaven pleading for you. If you find
the Spirit of Chrift flirring in you heré, you may be fure he
is atting for you in Heaven.

Mr. CARR!s MEETING-HOUSE,
AT CAMBERWELL.

——

/YR, Jonathan Carr, a member and minifter belonging
to Dr. Jenkins’s church at Walworth, has, by the en-
couragement of numerous friends, lately ereted a new Meet-
ing-Houfe, at theend of Cold-Harbour Lane, near the Dul-
wich Road, Camberwell. It wasopened for public worfhip,
on Lord’s-day, May 30, 1802. Dr. Jenkins preached in the
forenoon, Mr. Towers in the afternoon, and Dr. Rippén in
the evening. Mr. Carr is the minifter of the place,

R e t——e——
———ra

THE
MIDLAND ASSOCIATION or BAI"TIST CHURCHES
Met at Perfhore, June 8, g,1 1802.

BREVIATES.

Tuefday evening met at fix o’clok.—Brother Rowland
opened the Aflociation with prayer; he was rthen chofen
moderator ; the letters from the churches were read; and
brother Thomas, of Brofeley, concladed in prayer.

'Wednefday morning met at fix o’clock.—Brother Partridge,

PDDD2 Deacon

+ The minutes of this Affociation came too late to be all inferted. The
Breviates of former years were ndt fent at all. Ep1rTor.
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Deacon of the church at Ryford, prayed: the circulsr let.
ter, written by Brother Rowland, on ke evil and danger of
conformity to the prefent world, was read, approved, and ordered
to be printed ; . the bufinels of the aflociation-fund attended
to; and the meeting was clofed by Brother Thomas, ftudent
with Dr. Ryland.

Met at half palt ten.—The pubiic meeting was introduced
by finging: our Brethren Scroxton and Belther prayed ;
Brother Kilpin, of Leominfler, presc.:c from Ifaieh, Ml 1.
Who bath believed our report? and to whom is.ibe arm of the
Lord rewealed 7 Brother Edmonds of Birmingham preached
from John vi. 37.  4il tiat :he Farher giveth me jhgll vome ta
me; and him tbay cometh to me, Iwiil in ro wife caff out.
And Brother Burtterworth of Everfham clofed the meeting in
prayer, Singing at proper. intervals. Met again at fix
o’clock in the evening.—After finging an appropriate hymn,
Brother Smith of Cofeley pfayed; Brother Palmer, of Shrewi-
bury, preached from John iv. 10. If thou kneweft the gift of
God, and whs it is that [aith to thee, Give me to drink; thou
wouldf} bavz afked of bim, and be would bave given thee living
awater. And Brother Bradley, of Coleford, concluded the fer-
vice and affociation with prayer.

State of the Churches fince the laft dffociation.]
Increafe. Decreafe.

By Baptifm  ~~ 102 By Death ~— 21
By Letter 'm— = 3 By Difmiffion — 8

Reftored — 4 By Exclafion — ‘14
109 43
Increafe this Year —_— 66

In addition t6 the above increafe, the church at Eaficombes,
confifting of nineteen members, applying for admiffion, were
received.

“The Quarterly Meetings to be obferved as follows :

1. Cofeley, the firft Tuefday in July.
2. Brofeley, ‘the firft Tuefday in O¢ttober. ‘
3. Evetham, Wednefday in the Eafter-Week, 1803

Theiext aflociation to be held at Coleford, on Tuefday and
Wednefday, in Whitfun-Week, 1803; Brethren Biflel-and
Belfher to preach ; and in cafe of failure, Brother Morgan, of
Birmingham, o

#,% Putup at the King’s Head. ‘
Ty
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Tae YORK axnp LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION:

BY their refpeive minifters and. other meffengers, met in
) affociation at Blackburn, in Lancafhire, gth and joth of
June, ‘180z. :

BREVIATES.

On the former day, June 9, Brother Haflel opened the pub-
lic fervice at two in the afternoon, by the ufual exercifes of
finging and prayer. Brother Davis then preached from
Rom. viil, 6. After which Brother Fawcett, fen. read the
circular leter, entitled, Thoughts on the Revival of Religion,
which was approved and ordered to be printed. ‘

Met again at half paft feven in the evening. Brother
Dickenfon being chofen Moderator, opened the fervice, and
read the letters from the feveral churches. Upon the, whole,
the accounts are more favourable than laft year. '

Thur{day morning, affembled at a little paft nine. After
the exercifes of prayer and praife to God, in which Brother
Pilling officiated, our brethren Dickenfon and Fawcett
preached ; the former from Matt. xviii. 20. and the latter
from Matt. xxvi. 67. * Brother Simmons then clofed the bufi-
nefs of the Affociation by an appropiate addrefs to God, with
grateful acknowledgments for the favourable tokens of his
prefence in our affemblies.

Agreed, That the next Affociation be held at Bacup, on
Wednefday and Thurfday in Whitfun week.

Put up at the George and Dragon. ]

That the {ubjeét of the next circular letter be Family Religion;
and that Brother Walton be requefted to draw itup,

State of the Churches fince the laff Affociation.

Received on a profef-
and fion of faith — 52
Excluded -— 9 Reftored — 4

Pifmiffed to other
Churches e 4

36 ’ 56
Increafe, 20,
The
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The following Books are publifbed by the Rew. Joun FAWCETT,
A. M. Ewood-Hall, near Halifax.

The Chriftian Preacher, by Dr. Williatns,

The Sick Man’s Employ, a new Edition,

Gouge’s Sure Way of Thriving.

‘Watfon’s Art of Divine Contentment.

Chrift precious to thofe that believe,

The Hiftory of John Wife, the Third Edition.

The Conttitution and Order of a Gofpel Church, Second Edition. With
ather Pieces by the fame hand.

——————

THE CHARACTERS
Or MAHOMET 'anp OUR BLESSED LORD
CONTRASTED,

By BISHOP SHERLOCK.

UT with refpe& to this inftance, I perfuade myfelf it can
B be no very diftrafting ftudy to find reafons to determine
our choice. Go to your natural religion; lay before her Ma-
homet and his difciples arrayed in armour and in blood, riding
in triumph over the fpoils of thoufands and tens of thoufands,
who fell by his vi®orious fword. Show - her the cities which
ke fet on flames, the countries which he ravaged and deftroyed,
and the miferable diftrefs of all the inhabitants of the earth.
When the has viewed him. in ‘this: fcene, carry her into his
retirements ; fhow her the prophet’s chamber, his concubines
and wives ; let her fee his adultery, and hear him alledge reve-
lation, and his divine commiffion to juftify his Juft and oppref-
fion. When fhe is tired with this fcene, then fhow her the
bleffed Jefus, humble and-meek, doing good to all the fouls
of men, patiently inftrufting both the ignorant and perverfe.
Let her fee him in his moft retired privacies ; let her follow
him to the moarnit, ahd - hear his devotions and ‘fupplications to
his God. .Carry herto his table, to view his poor fare and hear
his heavenly difcourfe. Let her fee him injured, but not pro-
voked; let her attend him to the tribunal, and confider the
patience with which he endured the fcoffs and reproaches of
his enemies. Lead her to his crofs, and let her view him in
the agonies of death, and hear his laft"prayer ‘for his perfecu-
tors, Father, forgive them, for they kuow not ewhat they do.
‘When natural religion has viewed both, afk, which is the
prophet of God ? But her anfwer we have already had, when,
fhe faw part of this fcene through the eyes of the centurion
who attended at the crofs; by him fhe {poke and faid,
‘¢ Traly this manwas the Son of God.”

POETRY.
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ORIGINAL POETRY

HYMNS BY THE REV. E. BEDDOME.

T SamurL xxv. 31.—That this fhall be noj4 Then fearch and try my inmoft foul,
grief unto theey nor offence of beart unto my And form it all anew ;

lord, entber that thou baft fhed blood caufelefs,] Sow there thefeeds of ev'ry grace,

or-that my lord hath awvenged bimfelf : but And ev’ry luft fubdue.

L

-

N

“a

wwben the Lord fball bave dealt wwell with my
A

lord, then r ber thine handmai,
ESCEND, celeftial Dove, and bring

1 KiNGs, xviill., 17. Art thou be that trou-
bleth Ifrael 2

Sweet peace on thine expanded wing3|, OURAGE, ye fervants of the Lord,

Subdue my pride, my wrath appeafe,
And bid tumultuous paflions ceafe.

Give me a temper all divine,

Let love in ev'ry adtion fhine ;

Let filken cords of friendihip be

The bonds between mankiad and me,

Provok’d, let me not do or fay

‘What will not bear a ftri& furvey ;

By thy great powcr, my lufts controul ;
‘With thy rich grace adorn my foul.

SaMuEL xiv. 14~=Yet doth be devife means|

that bis banjfbed be not expelled from bim.

UR joyful lips attempt-to fing

The mercies of our heavenly King ;
Mercies reveul’d in ages paft,
Mercies that will for ever laft,

From realms of blifs he fent his Son,

‘With faithfulnefs difpenfe his Word
Whatever men may fay ordo,
Be to your heavenly Mafter true.
3 .Sound an alarm in all our ears,
And roufe the guilty finner’s fears :
Tell us of judgment, wrath and hell 3
And then the way to life reveal.
3 The more you fearch, the more you try,
The more we’ll prize your miniftry 5
May God your firenuous labours own,
And we heréafter be your crown !

—

2 CuroN, . xxxiv. 27.—Becaufe thine beart
was tender, and thou didft bumble thyfelf be-
Sfore Ged, &c.

I OW unaffe@ed, Lord, am1,
Or with thy fmiles or frowns,
Endlefs rewards or punifhments,
Infernal fames or heavenly crowns!

To mzke thefe wond'rous mercies known jj2 How little fenfe have I of fin,

For us on earth the Saviour dies,
For us he pleads above the fkies,

He fends his holy Spirit too,

Our finful nature to renew j

From him ten thoufand bleflings flow,
T'o him ten thoufand thanks we owe.

K1NGs, xviil. 15.—Before whom 1 fland.

REAT God, thy penetrating eye
Surveys what mortals do 5
And all the creatures thou haft made
Stand open to thy view.

No darknefs can from thee conceal,
For day and night are thine ;

Thou know’ft the actions I perform,
The things that I defign.

‘Who can thy pow’rful hand efcape,
Or from thy prefence flee?

Nothing I think, or fay or do,
Can be conceal’d from thee,

How little reverence of thee !
My will how obfiinate it is,

Enflav’d, not feeking to be free !
3 Father of fpirits, fet thy grace,

Form my rebellious powers afreth :
Make mie {ubmiffive at thy feet,

And turn the beart of ftone to flefh.

ON THE SAME.
1 TENDER heart, dear Lord, I want,
A tender heart on me beftow ;
From thefe mine eyes let plenteous ftreams
Of penitential forrow flow.

2 O fmite the rock, the flinty rock!

_ May it diffolve in briny tears !

Let thy rich love excite my hope,
Thy wrath awaken all my fears.

3 My hope thus fix’d, my fear thus rais’d,
Let me a fteady courte purfue,

And thine unconquerable grace
Torm both sy heart and life apew;




998

POETRY.

THE DISTINCTION OF AGES.

HE feven firft years of life, (man’s break of day),
Gleams of thort fenfe, a dawn of thought, difplay;
‘When fourteen fprings have bloom’d his downy cheek,
His foft and bluthing meanings learn to fpeak ;-
From twenty-one proud manhood takes its date,
Yet is not firength complete till twenty-cight ;
‘Thence, to his five-and-thirtieth, life’s gay fire
Sparkles, burns loud, and flames in fierce defire 5
At forty-twa, his eyes grave wifdom' wear,
Aad the dark future dims him o’er with care ;
On to the nine-and-fortieth, toils increafe,
And bufy hopes and fears difturb his peace 3
At fifty-fix, cool reafon reigns entire,
‘Then life burns fteady, and with temp’rate fire 3
But fixty-three unbinds the body’s ftirength,
Ere th’ unwearied mind has run her length ;
And when, from feventy, age furveys her laft,
Tird, fhe ftops fhort—=and withes all were paft.

Om———

VIEW OF LONDON.

" OUSES, churches, mixt together,
H Streets unpleafant in all weather ;
Prifons, palaces contiguous ;

Gates, a bridge, the Thames irriguous ;
Gaudy things, enough to tempt. ye 5
Showy outfides, infides empty;
Bubbles, trades, mechanic arts 5
Coaches, wheelbarrows, and carts;
‘Warrants, bailiffs, bills unpaid;
Lords, -of creditors aftraid ;
Rogues, that nightly rob and fhoot men;
Hangmen, aldermen, and footmen ;
Saints that fliall with feraphs reign,
Many a hypocrite in grain ;..
Lawyers,. poets, . priefis,” phyficians,
Noble, fimple, all conditions ; .
‘Worth beneath a thread-bare cover ;
Villainy, bedaub’d all over ;
‘Women~black, red, fair, and gray,
Prudes, and fuch as never pray; -
Sober, drunkene=noify, fill ;
Handfome-—~formlefseas you will 5
Merchants fair, and underfelling,
Many a beau without a fhilling s
But sio ftreet is pav’d with gold,
Tho’ the bumpkin fo was told ;
"Thoufands-perith, millions die ;-
Few prepar'd to-live on high.

God and wirtue be my lot,

I prefer a SOUNTRY COT.
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NOTES OF A DISCOURSE

BY THE LATE

Rev. W. CLARKE, 4. M.

Preacked at a Meeting of Ministers in Londog,
and sent in a Letter to a Friend;

desire of having the leading thoughts of a Discourse,
delivered from those important words of the Apostle Peter,
1 Epis. ii; Chap: verses 2,” 3; that.I have taken the liberty
of troubling you with these lines.—ds new born babes
desire the sincere milk of the word that ye. may grow
thereby ; if so be ye hdve tasted that the Lordis gragious.

THERE are two things of great 1mportance, and
which claim our very serious regard—The one that we
are real chrlstlans, the other, that we are growing chris-
nans Itis to the latter of. these, the words of our text
more lmmedxately direct our attention ; and they naturally
lead” our views to the followmg obsenatlons. That the
Lord is gracious.—That certain persons have tasted he
is gracious.—That these are capable of grov. h.—That
this growth demands their attention. —That the word of
God is the grand instrument by whick -it is promoted
—And that it is their duty and interest to desire the sincere
milk of the word, to this importatit end.

Tue Lorp 1s e¢racrous. This is a truth confirmed
by scripture, observatxon, and -the experience of every
good man. The great Jehovah has proclaimed himself
the Lord, the Lord God, gracious and mefciful. The
provmon he has made for the salvation of sinners; the
encouragement he. gives for.their application. to him ; and
the operatmn of his spirit in renewidg the mind, and car-
rymg on his own work in the soul, prove "him to be
gracious ,—hereby his grace in its greatness, freeness,
rzches, sovereignty and perpetulty, is made to appear.

Those may be said to have TASTED THAT HE 1Is
G6Rracrous, who under the influence of the blessed Spirit,
have so entered into the great and important truths re-
lative to his grace, as to have their ainds under the
genuine power and influence thereof. They are distin-
guished from those who hear of this grace, but' do not
understand it; who understand what the word reveals, but

Sepr. 1802.] EEEE do

IT is in consequence of an intimation I received of your
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do not believe it; er, who givé their assent thercto, but
are strangers to its genuine influence. Believers may be
also said to have tasted that the Lord is gracious, by
enjoying those spiritual blessings which are the fruits of
his grace. They were once blind; they now sce. This
is the effect of divine grace. They were once deaf to
the voice of Christ; they now hear it and follow him:
this also is consequent upon his grace. Their hearts were
once hard; the Lord hath taken away the heart of stone,
and given them an heart of flesh: this is a blessing of
the covenant of grace. Christ Jesus is revealed in their
soul ; this is consequent upon the good pleasure of his
grace---the various blessings of which they are made the
partakers, flow from the grace of God. Thus have they
tasted that the Lord is gracious---divine grace hath
changed their heart, enlightened their mihd, bowed their
will, purified and spiritualized their affections, delivercd
them from the power of sin and tyranny of Satan, made
them the subjects of the blessed Jesus, formed them for
the heavenly state, made many great and precious pro-
mises to them, and ascertained them the full enjoyment of
God, in the world of everlasting glory and bliss. Thus
they are living proofs and witnesses that the Lord is
gracious: had he not been so, they would not have been
what they now are. It is not in comsequence of any ex-
ertion of their’s, but of his own free mercy and rich
grace, that they see sih in its deformity, holiness in
its beauty, and Christ in his excellency; that they ate
possessed of a savor and relish for divine things, and are
made meet to be partakers of that glorious inheritance
which the Lord has prepared for his people. They have
entered into the truth and importance of what the word
reveals rclative to this grace; and have experienced the
fulfilment of it in their own heart: each of which is es-
sential to christianity.

Those who have thus tasted that the Lord is gracious ARE
CAPABLE OF GROWTH IN DIVINE THINGS, We read of
children, young men, and fathers, Christian growth con-
sists in an increasing esperimental acquaintance with the
doctrines of Christ; a firmer attachment to his mediaftion ;
a more ardent affection to his person; a greater degree of
conformity to his spirit and example, and an inereasing
subjection of heart and life to the government of Christ:
and it will express itself ih a quick sensibility to the evil
of sin, deadhess to the world, detachment fromh the law as a.
covenant of life, submission to afllictive providences, equa-

nimty
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rimity in the midst of the changes of life, attacliment to
sacred and spiritual objects, apmude to religious duties
arising from their spiritual nature, attention to relat;ve
dunes, and affection to the heavenly world.

THIS GROWTH DEMANDS THE ATTENTION OF THOSE
WHO HAVE TASTED THAT THE LORD IS GRACIOUS.
Believers are exhorted to grow in grace ; which exhortation,
though it does not suppose that their advance in the di-
vine life is at their command ; yet it implies, that it is
to be the object of their attention and pursnit. - The
intrinsic excellence of true religion is another reason why
the increase of it should be an ohject of diligent atien-
tion; it is the beauty and digpjty of the mind; it is that
which renders like God; fits for his service ; capacitates
for the enjoyment of him here, and makes meet for the
noble employs, and sublime enjoyments of the heavenly
state. A growth in grace is also very important, and de-
serves our very serious attention and regard, as itis con-
nected with a temper and conversation well—pleasihg to God ;
subservierit to the glory of God; and is adapted to usefulness
in different relations in life, and spheres of action.. It isadls¢
of importance, from the connection it has with the satisfac-
tory evidence of the reality of grace in the heart, with 4
spiritual enjoyment of diviee truth, and with an actual readi-
ness for a dying hour.

Tuz worp oF Gop 1s THE GRAND MEDIUM BY
WHICH THIS GROWTH IS PROMOTED. Grace grows by
its exercise: the word of God presents divine truth to the
mind, in it’s reality and importance ; and under the influence
of truth, as accompanied by the Spirit of Gogd, the mind is
drawn forth in affections, correspondent to the nature of the
truth believed; so that hereby, these who have tasted that
the Lord is gracious, make advances.in knowledge, faith, and
holiness.

It is the duty and interest of those, who have tasted that
the Lord is gracious, TO DESIRE THE SINCERE MILK OF
THE WORD TIAT THEY MAY GROW THEREBRY; desire to
know it - to feel it—to enjoyit. This desire is to-be expressed
in reading it, studying its contents, meditatiag upon it, at-
tending upon the ministration of it, meking it matter of con-
verse with our follow- -christians, aad in secking the blessing
of the Spirit of God upon it.

Is the Lord gracious? Have we tasted # .t ke is gracious ¢
We have heard that heis gracious; have we so entered into
the impertant truth as to feel the genuine influence there-
of on our hearts { Arc we possessed of adoring views of this

4 e2 grace?
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grace? Of an earnest desire of the sacred and spiritus¥
blessings that flow from this grace ? Of a cheerful dependance
upon the- God of grace through the mediator? And of &
cordial subjection to him who is thus gracious? If we are
strangers to the - genuine influence of divine grace here, we
shall be made to sustain the awful expressions of the wrath
and vengeance of God in another state. .
Happy those who have experienced that the Lord is gracious !
the Lmd has done great things for you, of which you have
reason to be glad ; you can bear witness that he is gracious,
for he has snatched you as brands from the burning; tr anslated
you from the kingdom of satan, into that of his.dear Son.
Once you were darkness, now light in the Lord; once in a
state of spiritual death, now quickened by divine grace ;
once far from God, now brought nigh by the blood of Christ :
you have redemption through .the blood of Christ, the for-
giveness of sins according to the riches of his grace. You
who ‘were condemned by God’s righteous law; are justified
freely by his grace, through the redemption of Jesus
~ Christ.  You are ‘introduced into the enjoyment of the
~ privileges of God’s children, as the effect of his free and
amazing grace; but however great and important these
“blessings are, yet your- sense of them is hut a faste of
what you shall enjoy: now you have such views as yield
a pleasure surpassing any this - world can afford’; but in
another state thé views of this- grace will be far bnghter
and the fruits thereof will be possessed in ‘a much
greater degree than what they are in the present life:
now sin is subdued, then it will be destroyed; now. you
are freed from the tyranny- of Satan, then you shall be
secure from his attacks; now you see through a glass darkly,
then face to face; now your joys are often allayed by
various circumstances, but ‘then they will be uninterrupt-
ed: in. the heavenly world, O Believer, you shall drink
of rivers of pleasure, at God’s right hand, and which
flow for evermore.

What obligations are. you wunder to the God of all
grace? ‘What reason to call upon your soul, and all.
that is witkin .you, to bless and praise his holy name,
who hath forgiven you all your iniquities, justified your
unworthy persons, taken you into his family, formed you
into his blessed image, made great and precious promises
to -you, vouchsafed hls spirit to dwell in your heart, and
furnished you with a prospect’ of® a state of eternal glot_y

And have you tasted that the Lord is gracious? De it

your concern to attend to the admonition in the teat. Yet 2
' : dailv
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daily progress in the knowledge of this grace, and the
cnuine influence of it upon your hearts and lives, be
the object of your atfentive regard. ~What so important
@as an increase in the knowledge of Christ, conformity
to him, and commugion with him ? As you would regard that
which has in it’s nature ‘an intrinsic excellence; as you
would maintain a temper and conversation which shall
meet the divine approbation, and be subservient to the
glory of God; as you would be useful in the different
relations in which you stand to-those around you, and
in the various spheres  of life-in which you are called
to act; as you would. enjoy a-clear and satisfactory evi-
dence of ‘interest in the .greatest and best of blessings:
as you would preserve a holy composure and equanimity
of mind, in the midst of the -various changes and trials
of life; as you would be actually as well as habityally
ready -for death: let a growth in the things of God be
‘the grand object of your attention; and to that important
‘end desire the sincere, . unadulterated milk of the word ;
desire to know -it, to fecl its power, and enjoy its sweet
and benign influence.  Let that desire be expressed by
reading it with attention, studying it with diligence, medi-
tating upon it with affection, attending upon the ministra-
tion of it with fixedness of mind, and by conversing upon
its important contents, with solemnity and seriousness: and
let all these be accompanied, as you are:¢nabled, with earnest
prayer for a divine blessing that you may grow thereby.

I persuade myself that my BRETHREN "IN THE MiNis-
tRY will bear with me when I say, that the admonition in
the text furnishes with important improvement respecting
ourselves. Are our fellow-christians, among whom we are
called to labor, to be making their growth the matter
of their attention? Let us remember, we are to make their
growth-the object of our attention also, -Are they to desire
the sincere milk of the word that they may grow thereby ?
We are to make it our concern, in our preparation for the
work of the sanctuary, ta prepare such food as shall be
adapted to that end. ~Are they to scek spiritual growth by
christian conversation ? It is to” be our concern that our
visits among them be conducted in such a manner as shall
be subservient to this end, And is a spiritual growth impor-
tant for their uscfulness.in the different spheres in life in
which they are called to act? Is it not equally, or in a
greater degree for our’s, who sustain a public character in
the house of God? It is a mattér of no small importance

4 E3 with
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with respect to the best interest of the people among
whom we labour, whether we arc growing christians or no,

Would we have our studies pleasant and delightful to
ourselves, and find an enlargement of thought in medita-
ting upon divine subjects. Would we address our fel-
low-men with spirituality and fervor of aflection. Would
we preach by our example as well as with our lips.
Would we that our conversation be grave, spiritual and
savory, adapted to edification, Would we get above the
fear of reproach, the love of ease, the desire of applause,
or the influence of any mean and low motive. Would
we, in a word, fulfil the ministry we have received of the
Lord, so as shall meet the approbation of the great
Head of the church, and be subservient, under a divine
blessing, to promote the glory of God and the welfare of
precious and immortal souls? Let our own growth as
christians be an object of our vigorous attention and re-
gard. Though gifts and grace are very distinct, yet gifts
will never appear to such advantage, or be used with
such prospect of success as when grace is in the most lively
exercise,

That all present who have tasted that the Lord is gracious,
.may be forgettiug the things which are behind, and reaching
to those things which are before, pressing towards the mark
for the prize of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
and rejoice in the prospect of that day when 'the top-
stone shall be brought forth with shoutings of grace,
grace unto it---May God of his infinite mercy grant thro
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen and Amen!

D .

A LETTER* FROM THE LONDON MINISTERS, TO

THE LATE DR. GIPFORD’s GRANDFATHER, i
1675, concerning the Duty of unconverted Men to pray.

London, January 18th, 1675.

DEAR BROTHER GIFFORD,
X FE had asight of your letter to Brother Morton, and
¢ are not a little giteved to hear of those differences
amongst you, and the more, that they should be on'such
¥ The first part of this Letter relative to Baptism is omitted, The
whole isin pogiessivn of the Edizor of the Register,
grounds
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grounds as you mention, which can have no other tendency
than to render us contemptible to all serious and judicious
persons.

Prayer is g part of that homage which every man is
obliged to give to God; ’tis a dysy belonging to natural,
and not only to instituted religion, which is fully intimated
in Acts xvil. v. 26, 27. Whatever in that text is meant by
secking, prayer cannot (by any just reason) be excluded;
and if prayer be intended, ’tis comprehensive of all man-
kind. It cannot be supposed that man, being such a creature
as he is, should not be obliged to love, fear, and obey God.
*Tis so far from us to esteem them the most zealous chris-
tians, that we account them scarce worthy to be reckoned
amongst the number of mankind, that will not acknowledge
worship due to the common Author of their beings: for he
that denies this, must at once deny a -Deity, and himself to
be a man. '

It hereunto it be objected, that such persons have not
the Spirit, therefore ought not to pray ; this objection s not
cogent, forasmuch as neither the want of the spirit’s imme-
diate motions to, or it’s assistance in the duty, doth not
take off the obligation to the duty. If it would, then also,
from every other duty; and consequently all religion would
be cashiered, If the obligation to this and other duties were
suspended merely for want of such motions or assistance,
then unconverted persons are so far fmgm sipning in the
omission of such duties, that it is their dury to omit them.
*Tis certain no man can, without the asgistance of the Holy
Spirit, either repent or believe; yet it will not therefore fol-
lew, that impenitency and unbclief are no sins; if these
be sins, then the contrary must be their duty. It cannot
be theirsin to ¢ry to ‘God for the assistance of his Spirit,
to enable them thereunto. " If a duty, be no duty to us,
except we be immediately moved to it; then whether sin
doth not cease to be a sin, if the spirit.do not immediately,
hinder us from it: and thus, by the same reason wemay
omit a duty, we may likewise commit a sin; and hercby
that great rule of duty God hath given unto men, to
walk by, is wholly made void, or at Jleast, allowed to be
but a rule only at some certain times, viz-when the Spirit
immedjately moves us to the observance of it; till when,
it hath no authority to oblige us: And so every man is
sinless, whatever sin be committed er whatever duty be
neglected, if the spirit do not immediately hinder usfrom
the one and move us to the other,

4 84 More~
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Moreover the design of the objection doth as effectually
discourage such as are under doubts and desertions from
this duty, as any other “person; and thus it would be
as that great enemy to the souls of men would have it,
namely, that there should be but very few in the world
to acknowledge God in this solemn part of his worship:
whereas all men are obliged to acknowledge him as the
fountain of all goodness; apd themselves- to be depen-
dant creatures on him, and -therefore to supplicate him
for those blessings whereof they stand in need; or other-
wise it must follow, that they have no -wants, and are
not dependant on him, but are self-sufficient: or if they
be under the sense of wants, and of their dependantce
upon the supreme goodness, yet they must not, (at least
in the .way of prayer) acknowledge those wants, and that
dependance; by seeking unto God for the bettering of their
conditions : but they be obliged hereunto, not only from
those innate notions they have of God in their minds,
but by the express revelations of the Divine will in the
holy Scriptures. Christianity improves and rectifies, but
it doth not abolish our reason;it helps to better mediums
and.motives to. perform our service to God, but it doth
not in any wise make void that which was a duty before,

If yet it be objected, that an unregenerated person fails
in the due manner of the ‘performance of this duty, there-
fore he ought not to pray ; nor to be joined with in prayer:
We answer—the defectin .the manner (though a sin) doth
not discharge the person from the obligation; for "still it
is his duty to pray: ’tis true there are such directions
given in the holy scriptures; as to the right performance
of this duty, which the ‘mere light of nature could not
give; yet the duty itself of "invocating God is so agree-
able to the universal reason. and senfiments of mankind,
that there is nothing spoken of this in the scriptures,
but what doth suppose it previously to be a duty: there-
fore, unless we suppose that the law of nature is totally
obliterated, we must conclude that mankind are under
an obligation to this duty. But if a failure in the man-
ner doth take off this obligation, then every unconverted
person is sinless, if he totally neglect this, and’ every other
duty. Yea, every -christian, when under deadness and
distractions, is discouraged from this duty; and thus a
door would be "opened” to all manner of wickednes and
frreligion in the world.  Again, as the aforesaid defect
doth " not discharge ‘the person himself from 'the duty,

: neither



LETTER FROM KENTUCKY. 1007

neither are we so far concerned therein, as thereby to
derive guilt and pollution to ourselves, in case we should
join in prayer with such a person; for if it would, then
may we Tnot communicate, in duty, with any person of
whose sincerity we are not assured. But where such an
assurance is made necessary to our discharge ‘of those
duties which Jomtly are to be performed with others, we
know not: much more might have been added, but we
consider what 'herein is said may suffice, This with our
earnest desires that the God of all grace would be with
you, to establish you-in-every good word and work,. and
to make your love to each other to abound in all know-
Jedge and judgment, &c.-——We subscribe ourselves,

Your very affectionate Brethren,

In the fellowship of the gospel,

Wirrprasm KiFrin, JaMES JONES.
Hav. KNoLLYs. Trao. Hicks.
Daxier Dyke. Joserr MorTON.
Lawrexce WISE. Jas. Hycrice.
Hexry ForTy ROBERT SNELLING.
Wu. CorvrLiws. Tronas HorcooD.
Nemne. Cox.
———*-ﬂ—'—
A PECULIAR WORK i1x AMERICA.

To the Rev. Dr. RIPPON.
Bourbon County, Kentucky, January 7, 1802,

SIR,
N June last T wrote the following letter to send to you, but
several things prevented my sending it; if it will afford
you any new miozmanon or he of any service, you may use it
as you please.

Men of much difiidence will scarce ever introduce themselves
into the company of strangers; but I wish that all the friends
of real piety should paxtake with us in the pleasure arising
from the prospects of religion at present in this'country. I do
not remember for about Q( years past, ever to have heard such
complaints of deadness and supineness in religion as were con-
tained in our church letters,at the lel}ornAssomamon, inAugust

1798.
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1799 1t appeared as if every harp was untuned and hung
upon the willows. - Though peace and tranquillity were pre~
valent, and the  Churches appeared sound in the Faith, their
general state seemed to strike all the friends of vital piety.
It was hikewise ohserved to be the case with every other deno-
mination of Christians, in this country, At our Association
in August 1800, the face of the churches’ letters was generally
altered, and hopes expressed, in very strong terms, of a djvine
visitation, with some small encrease in many of them ; in one
Church only, the encrease had been large. 'The meeting of
the Association was lively and refreshing, and great serious~
pess appeared in the very numerous audienge which attepded
of I think not Jess than 2000 persons.  When 1 set out on my
return home, at the house where 1 had lodged, I left about &
dozep persons bathed in tears. About this time, in one of the
Chyrches called Great-crossing, the Lord appeared working
powerfully upon the hearts of several persons, The work in-
creased abundantly, so that in a few months there were bap-
tised, at that place, from thirty to forty at each of their mect-
ings, which mecetings were monthly, and they continue to bap-
tise until now ; they have baptised about 353, though this has
been the most unhappy Church’in our union. This work im-
mediately spread, and has more or less pervaded the whole of
the baptised Chiurches except one, on the Nortk side of the Ken-
tucky River. The greatest increase I have heard of, in any one
Church, is that ‘of Bryan’s-station, which is 358, and tho
smallest is a little Church called Indian Creek, which is 8,
though now the deepest- solemnity and concern appear in that
‘{!ace, and itis expected a number will be baptised there next
Lord’s day, which is their stated meeting, Cooper’s run, one
of the old Churches in this country, has had a small visita-
tion, which was truly refreshing, but has added, by baptism,
about 30. From the best information' T can get, about 2464
have been baptised in the difierent Churches since. August
last, among whom arc a great many children of prefessots,
and this work is increasing every day, and spreading into new
places, T assisted at the Constitution of a Church yesterday,
which has risen” up in. an-intirc new place, detached from
“every other Church in the union, and after the Constitution
baptised seven persons,” which will make their number 17.
In this one place the people are greatly. agitated : they go to
Mocting, and will continue all night exhorting, praying, and
singing ; sometimes tho professors of religion appear in rap-
tures, as if they were ready to take their flight to Glory, and,
distressed souls, lyinz on the floor, erying out for mercy, in
such distress, us if they saw the yawning pit of destruction rea-

dy
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dy to receive them; some get speedy relief, and give very
satisfactory accounts of their views, and a sense which they
have of the corruption of human nature, and of their own
hearts; of man’s inability to help himself; of the exceeding
sinfulness of sin; and of the way of salvatiop through our
Lord Jesys Christ, and the fesling sense they have of the
comforting and powerful influence of quickning Grace.—
Others continue n this distressed state for several weeks, with-
out any comfort. “These people are a mixed multitude, made
up of Presbyterians, Methodisis, and Baptists, engaged in
worship together. In ope otber of the Baptist Churches,
those extraordinary bodily agitations are prevalent; in ke
rest, as far as my acquaintance extends, there is great solem-
nity and serioysness, and the new converts give very satis-
factory.accounts of 8 work of grace on their hearts.

On the South side of the Kemtucky River, 1 understand,
there have been large additions to the Baptist Churches; but
I shall pass them over, and give you some account of the
Presbyterians in conjunction with the Methodists, An ynjon
in part has taken place between them, - so that they commune
together, and they are trying. much to bring about a general
communion of all-Christian professors, Great accounts have
been received of a wonderful work of God among the aboye

cople in the State of Tennessee, for. these last eighteen
months; but nothing of it appeared here until a few weeks
past, in a meeting at 2 place called Concord, distant from
me, about twenty miles; the people wmet from -different
parts—some whole families in waggons, and prepared to stay
on the place of meeting ; it was what they call a sacramental
occasion :—they began on Friday, apd did not wholly break
up until Tuesday following, Here gomething strange ap-
peared; 50 or 40 persons would be lying on the ground at
-one time, cryipg out for mercy, ‘some saying, they had been
yrofes_sor,s of religion from early life, but were strangers to its
ife and power till now ;- old men, of regular conduct and good
standing in the Churches, were among them ; and two of this
description, with whom I have conversed, who are elders, and
men-of good natural abilities, tell me, they have been posses-
sors of vital religion many years, one of them says twenty
five, lay almost motionless for some hours, overwhelmed with
a senseof their former ingratitude, and wonderful views of the
way of salvation through Christ, Two of the Preshyterian
Ministers were quite overgome with a sense of the divine good-
ness, and lay for some time on the ground in a helpless condi-
tion.—Persons who went among them with the vilest inten-
‘tions, were struck to the earth, and confessed all their ft)sllies,
ome
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Some Deistical characters have been made to bow even to tha
ground ; and many other persons of -all descriptions. * The
same week a whole family who had attended, through this
meeting, without any visible agitation, were struck down at
home; and several as they were returning home were so taken,
1 huve attended one of their meetings in ‘my own neighbour-
hood, where there was a great deal of this work. It is dif-
ferent from any thing I have seen, though I have seen great
bodily agitations before this. Persons of all ages are wrought
upon in this way, from ten or twelve years to grey hairs:
. some, as I said are soon relieved, others continue under great
distress of mind : yetin some instances it is worn off, and the
. persons say they were only scared, and now seem very indif-
* ferent about future things, I leave you to make your own
yemarks,* only I add, whatever may be the case with some
persons, (for there are several things I do not approve of) I
hope the great power of God is in this work. The two noisy
Baptist Churches mentioned above, are among this people, and
the tumult is spreading through different parts of this state,
and perhaps will pervade the whole of the Presbyterean and
Methodist Congregations.

I am, Sir,

With esteem‘and-affection, sincerely yours,

% Tt would be a more.easy than it is a welcome task to make remarks on
what has been so generally called the great work of God in America; suffice it
at present to say, That if, amidst the disorder and enthusiasm which have re-
markably, of late, disgraced many of the Assemblies in Kentuckey, the Lord
-has been really sowing the good seed, nothing is more to be feared than that it
-will too soen appear to the sorrow of the Church of God, that Satan has been
very diligently sowing fares. O that the less informed among the Americans
were in possession of President Edwards’s excellent volume on the Affections,
and would most seriously read it, EpITOR.

. Considerations tending to. promofe CoNTENTMENT with our
present Lot, even though it be an afflicted Lot.

RT thou a “Christian? let this point be well settled; if

thou,art not, expect not this blessing; there is no peace

saith my God to the wicked; if thou art born again, and hast

a good hope through Grace, then alliis well ; thou hast the

promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come,
yet not so as to exempt thee from tribulationin the world.

’ In
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- In otder to promote Contentment under . Difficulties, con-
mder thy Deserts.—What are these but tribulation and an-
guish, for ever 2

Think on thy Mercies.—~Art thou a subject of wants? they
are few, thy mercies are innumerable.

Compare thy Condition with that of many around thee—in
comparison of whose lot, thine is an enviable lot.

Remember, but lttle is necessary in the present Life---All
beyond what is needful has more of anxiety and temptation in
it than of true enjoyment.

If thy Possessions be small, thy :Accountableness in refer-
ence to these is propor tionable,-—-If thou hast but one. talent,
covet not another ’till thou hast improved that.

View the Sovereignty of God---Remember ’tis a wise, a
righteous sovereignty.  Art thou under trials, consider they
are needful ; by these God purifies his people, under them he
preserves them

Call to mind the D1vme Promises---I will be with thee in
trouble ; as thy day so shall thy strength be; I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee.

"~ Be much-in Prayer, and abound in Thanksgiving---If thou
wouldst be contented, be grateful.

Seek more personal; Holiness---To be holy is to be happy.

Realize thy Character, a Stranger and Pilgrim on’ the
Earth: this is not thy rest, God gives not his children their
poztlon here, ’tis reserved in heaven for them.

Often compare Earth with Heaven.

This world’s a dream, an empty show;
But the bright world to which we go
Has joys substantial, and sincere.

Realize unseen Thmgs---Of old they walked by faith, not
by sight: thus Paul, and the believing Thessalonians, having
a bmldmg ‘of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens, Ionged to be unclethed, or rather clothed upon :
thus Moses endured as seeing him who is invisible ; thus the
believing Hebrews took Joyfully the spoiling of the]r goods,
knowing that in heaven they had a better, anda more enduring
substance, B,

e
WESTERN ASSOCIATION,

Assembled in Broadmead, Bristol, June 9; 10, 1802.
BREVIATES,

Tuesday, June 8. Several Ministers being come to town,

we had a lecture in the evening at half past six, when Brother
Thomas
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Thomas of Presscott prayed, and-Btother Mosely of Grittle-
ton preached, from Phil, iv: 4. Rejoice ¢n the Lord alway, and
again I say, rejoice.

Wednesday, June Qj~fhrée. Brother Birt, being chosen
Moderator, Brother Sprague of Bovey prayéd. Read the pre<
liminaries, and letters from forty seven churches; including
the church at Modbury, which was now received into the As-
gotiation. The Moderator closed in prayer: Evening,—
seven,  Brother Morgan, of Bridgewater, prayed, and Bro~
ther' Winterbotham of Plymouth, preached, from 3 John 2.
Thy soul prospereth, Brother Cherry of Wellington con-
cludeda 7 )

Thursday, June 10. Morning, siz. The following Bres
thren prayed; Gill of Loughwood, Shoveller of Portsmouth;
Toms of Chard, Ward of Melksham; and Giles of Dartmouth;
Then retired to the vestry, and received the collections for the
fund, amounting to 931. 10s. 11d. and distributed 961. 15s: 6d;
to our most aged and most necessitous ministers; and to thosé
who are most active in village preaching. * Received also or-
ders for the general Letter, and took the money for the same.

Half past ten met again for public worship. Brother Flint
of Horsley prayed, Brother Taylor of Calne preached; from
Matt, gxviil. 9. 4l kail. And Brother Steadman of Liberty-
street, Plymouth-Dock, from Rom. i. 16. The Gospel of Christ
which is the power of God unto Salvation. Our dear Brother
Horsey of Portsea, who has been laid aside from preaching by
a paralytic stroke, was sufficiently recovered to close this op-
portunity in prayer. ‘

The members of the association retired irito the vestry to,
hear the general letter, drawn up by Brother Redding of
Trurd, and ordered it to be signed by the Moderator, and
printed.

Agreed to hold the next Association at Wellington, on the
Tuesday and Wednesday in Whitsun week, 1803; Brother
Birt and Brother Sharp to preach : in case of failure, Brother
Redding and Brother Flint. .

Brother Sharp to draw up the nest circular letter

The case of our friends at Malmsbury, who are building &
hew Mecting-House, is well approved by the Ministers of this
Association, and recommended to the assistance of thc be-
nevolent, .

The Moderator closed the business of the Association by
prayer.. o
" Evening, siz. Brother Holloway of Reading prayed, and
Brother Saffery preached from -Zech. xiv, 20, 21, In tgat

oy



WORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 1013

day shall there be upon the bells gf the horses, Holiness unto
ithe Lord, &¢. Brother Poiter of Bath coneluded:

State of the Churches since last Association.
7 By Baptism 268 By Death < 101
Received § By Letter - 38 Removed { Dismission - 29
Restored - 5 Exclusion - 31
Added——311 Diminished——161
Clear Increase, 150,
U —

Tie NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION,
Assembled at Nofthampten, June 15, 16, 1802.

BREVIATES.

Tuesday Evening, sir. . Brothér Keely, being Minister of
the place, opened the public service with ‘prayer. Brother
Blundel was chosen Moderator. Letters’ from most of the
Churches were read, and their contents minuted. A letter was
veceived from the Chureh at Burton-upon-Trent, requesting
admiission into the Association, which was complied with..

Wednesday Morning, siz. Met for prayer. The following
Brethren took a part in the service. Nichols of Nottingham,
Mills of Sheepshead, Clarke of Braybrook, Mc Kenzie of
Braunstone, and Trotman late of Boston.

At helf past ten, assembled for’ public worship. . Brother
Jarman of Oakhem engaged in prayer; Brother Hopper
preached from John xi, 52. That ke should. gather together
tn one, the children of God that were scattered @broad. Bro-
ther Heighton prayed; Brother Suteliff preached frem 1 Cor,
x. 24. Let no ‘man seek kis own : but every man another’s
wealth; and Brother Crapps concluded in prayer.

In thedftérnoon, the Members of the Association retired to
hear the cireular letter, drawn up by Brother Fuller, on ke
Practical Uses of the Ordinance of Baptism, and ordered it to
be printed; aftef being signed by the Moderator.

In the evening at six, Brother Burton begun in prayer: Bro-
ther Fuller preached from Isai.. xxviii, 16. Bekold, I lay in
Zion for u foundation, a_ stone, @ precions corner-stone, & sure
Joundution: ke that believeth shail not make haste. Brother
Mills concluded in prayer.

Thursday morning, siz. Brother Patrick began in prayer.
Letters from the Churches at Thorne and Sutten-Ashfield
were read. Several of the bréthren related their experience;
and the public services were clesed ‘in prayer by brother
Morris.

Brother
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Brother Haddon of Naseby was chosen Treasurer to the As-
sociation, in the room of brother Bruin, lately deceased ; and
the business of the Association Fund was then adjusted. Bro-
ther Hopper was appointed to draw up the next Circular Let-
ter, on The Practical Improvement of the Lord's Supper. The
Mobderator ¢losed the Association by prayer.

The caseé of our friends at Road, who are enlarging their
Meeting-house, is approved - by-the Ministers of this Associa~
tion, and recommended to the attention of the benevolent.

The next Association to_be held at- Sheepshead, on the Tues-
diy and Wednesday in Whitsun-Week. Brother Edmonds,
and brother Fuller to preach.

+4+ Put up at the Queen’s-head.
State of the Churches since the last. Association.

Received. Removed.
By Baptism - 85 By Death - - 55
By Letter - - 9 Dismission - - 10
Restored - - 1 Exclusion - - 22
Added 95 Diminished 87
Clear Incréase 8. 'Total number of Communicants 1845.
PSS

ORDINATION or MR. JEFFRIES,
At Downhamy Norfolk.

Wednesday, June 23, 1802, Mr. Jeffries was settled Pastor
over the particular: Baptist Church: at- Pownham, Norfolk.
Mr. Oats. from -the Isle explained the nature of a Gospel-
Church, received the confession: of faith, and asked the usual
questions. The Ordination Prayer by Mr. Johnson:-of Faken-
ham. - The Charge by Mr. Ward of Diss, from Matt. xxiv.
45, 46, 47. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, &e.
And the sermon 'to the people by Mr. Caddy of Mildenhall,
from Psal. cxxxiii. 1. Bekold how good and how pleasant it is
Jor brethren to dwell together in wunity; who also conéluded
with prayer. Mr. Ward also preached in the évening from
Acts ix. 5. And the Lord said; I am Jesus, whom thou per-
secutest. We hope from the satisfaction which the various
servites of the day afforded in the ¢omfortable enjoyment of
our religiogs privileges, that no such instances of pérsecution
will occur as have till lately disgraced this place; especially
when a profane party attempted to- ridicule the ordinance of
baptism;-and the Lord evidently marked their proceedings
with his displeasure, by the sudden-death of one of their num-
ber, who with an path flung himself into the river and was
drowned : but may the influence of divine truth and apostolick
practice happily extend through all the neighbourhood ¢
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A REVIEW OF THE APOSTOLICAL CHURCHES.,
( By the late Mr. Robinfor, of Cambridge.}

OHN the Baptift was the protomartyr of the new ceeb-
nomy: Him Herod put to death, The priefts of
the temple at Jerufalem followed tlie example, and pro-
cured the crucifixion of Jefus,much againft the will of the
governor. - One of the city fynagogues imitated ‘theif fu-
eriors, and purfued Stephen to death for blafphemy.
T'hen perfecution became general, and all the Difciples of
Jefus; except the Apoftles, left the city. "By their means
the good news of Jefus the deliverer was publithed, and
churches were formed at feveral places; firft in Paleftine,
then in other parts of Afia, next in the Afiatic iflands;
and, laftly, in Europe. Ot of Jerufalem the Difciples
proceeded every way, like the radii of a circle from the
centre ; and as it is impoffible to fix the time of congre-
gating each church, or, -if it could be, wholly unnecef-
{ary, fo an alphabetical lift may fufficiently ferve the pre-
fent purpofe. '

Achaia,~Achaia is fometimes put for the whole coun-
try of Greece, but in general, in fcripture; for ene pro-
vince, having Theflaly on the north, on the weft the ri-
ver Acheloo, on the eaft the Aigean Sea, and on the fouth
Peloponnefus ; and of this province Gallio was deputy,
when Paul firft planted Chriftian churches. The Chrif-
tians of this province -are -honourably charafterized in
the New Teftament as zealous, liberal, and exemplary,
but the number of their churches is not reeorded there.
They received the word of the Lord immediately from
Theflalonicd, and formed themfelves on the model of

hat church. -

Aleiarndria was the capital of Egypt; and the refidence
of a great number of Jews: They had a fynagogue at
Jeruélem for their own occafional ufe, and the ordinary
fervice of fuch of their families as refided ftatedly there,
It was in this congregation that the difpute firft began
with Stephen, and which ended with his death. . It feems
natural to fuppofe that fome of this fynagogue firft ina
formed their families 'at Alexandria of the gofpel; buty

Szer, 1,1802.] FFFF whoevey
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whoever formed this church,it was of -no account in the
days of the Apoftles, at leaft no mention is made of it in
their-writings ; but in after-ages it was the granary that
contained feeds of deftrution that overran the whole
Chriftian world; for it incorporated the grand Jewifh
ertor of a worldly Mefliah, and the dregs of Egyptianlite-
raturey along with the fimple names of fpiritual things in
the New Teftament, lofing the latter -in the antiquated
glare of the former: but even this Judaizing and Pa-
ganizing church preferved for many ages at leaft thadows
of the original mode of buptifm. ‘

Antioch.—There ‘are two ‘Antiachs mentioned in the
New Teftament.  Lhe firlt is the ancient capital of Sy-
ria, a city of true eaftern magnificence, the refidence: of
the Macedonian kings of Syria for many hundred years,
and afterwards of the Roman governors of that province,
fo that it was called the %ueen of the Eaft; and when
bifhops became princes; the church obtained* the names
of the great patriarchate of the eaft, and the eye of the
eaftern church.

The Jews, who fled from the perfecution of Stephen,
firft preached to their refident countryrien, and to' pro-
felytes, the Lord Jefus 5 and the hand of the Lord was
with_them : and a great number believed, and turned unto
the Lord. ,

This city is remarkable in ecclefiaftical hiftory -for
three things. Here the Difciples of Jefus were firft
called Chyriftians. Here the gofpel was preached to Gre-
cians, who were incorporated in the church. Here alfo
Barnabas and Saul were- fent out by the church, under
the dire&tion of the Holy Ghoft, to travel through Pagan
citigs, to give light to the Gentiles, and to publifh %e-
fus for falvation unto the ends-of the earth,

It is a charaler to the gofpel that it was firft taught
in the moft populous, enlightened, and learned cities,
never fhunning the public eye, but challenging full exa-
mination, and that in thofe cities it obtained numerous
?onv(']erts by convition, without the aid of force or
raud. .

Antioch in. Pifidia~Pifidia was a province of Afia.
Antioch was 2 city of the province. Here was a fyna-
gogue of the Jews., Hither Paul and his companions
came, and on the fabbath-day they went to the fyna-

gogues
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gogue. After the reading of the leffons, the Rulers in-
vited the Strangers to.fpeak. Paul accepted the invitaw=
tion, and in a brief parrative reported the accomplifh-
ment of the ancient. prophecies in the perfon of Jefus;
and exhorted them to embrace the benefits of his miffion;
left they fhould incur fuch punifhments as the fame pro-
phecies had denounced againft the defpifers of it; There
were:two forts of worfhippers in the fynagogue, the one
native Jews, the other profelytes. The fHirfk withdrew
difpleafed ; the laft approved .of what they had heard,
and invited the Apoftle to repeat it next fabbath-day.
During ‘the week, the affair-no doubt was the fubjet of
much converfation in the city, and the next fabbath-day
almoft the whole city.came together to the fynagogue to
hear, The Jews were extremely offended at this appa-
rent invafion of - their privileges by {dolatrous Gentiles,
and they. contradi¢ted and oppofed what was {poken by
Paul, 'ﬁaul and Barnabas, feeing the obftinate fury of
the Jews, addrefled their difcourfe to the idolatrous citie
zens, who with great joy embraced the good news of a
Saviour, and out of them was formed the firft church of
idolatrous Gentiles. ~ As many of them as believed were
afforted and arranged, perhaps in-one . Chriftian fociety;
perhaps in feveral, the word of the Lord was publifhed
through all the region, and the new difciples were filled
with joy, and with the Holy Ghoft. The Jews imitated
their brethren in Judea; and, having found means to en-
gage fome honourable female devotees, and the chief men
of the city on their fide, they raifed a- perfecution, and
expelled Paul and Barnabas out of their coafts. Both
Jews and devout Greeks, their profelytes, joined in this
perfecution. _ »

Arabig.~Hither Paul fled from Damafcus, and here he
refided three years. Luke: wholly omits this part of the
travels of the Apoftle ; and it cannot be determined whe=
ther he went into only one of the Arabias (for there were
three) or into ally or what fuccefs attended his labours.

Athens.~~The famous city and univerfity of Athens
are-fo well known, they need no defcriptions Athens
was called the Eye of Greece, for which two reafons may
be afligned. In the. primitive eaftern language aith, ain,
fignified an eye or a fountain facred.to the fun. The
word. aitt, which primarily fignified the egey being by res

FFFF2 femblance
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femblance a name. given to a mountain-fpring, was again
given to abook which refembled a fountain-head, by dif-
fufing ideas as.rills: difperfe the waters of a f{pring.
Athens was an -eye of -this kindy a fountain of fcience,
from whichin torrents, through the mventive genius of
the people; the elegance of their arts, and the witchcraft
of their language, proeeeded all over the later eaftern and
the whole weftern world, that flood of eloquent falfehood,
called Pagan mythology which overwhelmed: reafon and
commen fenfey and which, by attenuating every particle
of ancient eaftern hiftory, almoft irrecoverably eonfigned
it to oblivion. 'This, the moft elegant city, and the moft
learned univerfity in the world when Paul went thither,
was more than any other given to idolatry.

The -Jews, zealous retainers of the doétrine of -the
unity of God, had a fynagogue here, and, as in moft other
places, they had Gentile profelytes. In the fynagegue,
with the Jews and profelytes, Paul difputed, and in the
public places of refors with any that fell in company with
him. He converfed with:the philofophers on Jefus and
the refurretion..  They did not comprehend what he
meant ; and, affixing their own ideas to his terms, imagined
he fpoke of two foreign deities, the‘one called Jefus, the
other Refurrection. Fond of new difcoveries, they in-
vited him to Areopagus. This was a large femicircle
on the fide of a hill, fouth of the temple of Thefeus, and
not far diftant from the citadel..

It was called Mars-hill : becaufe, fay fome, as in this
open fpot the Athenians held courts, fo this is faid to be
the fielt court in Greece that called the fhedders of hu-
maa blood to account, and took. cognizance of what have
been fincc called capital offences.

The judges of the court, called Areopagites, were in
general filent: and grave, wife and juft to a proverb.
The cognizance of all affairs relative to the gods be-
longed to the -court, and their treatment of Paul does
them honour as civil magiftrates. Some approved, others
difapproved, fome .halted in opinion; but none perfe-
cuted; and he was difmiffed without cenfure. The difcourfe
which he addrefled to the Athenians, is very properly un-
derftood by Chryfoftom as an expofition of what he wrote
to the Corinthuans : anto the Fews, I became as a few,
that Lmight gain the Fews; to them that are without law,

as
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as without law, that I might gain them that are without
Jatws  If this were underftood of his. condué, it would
neither comport with his hiftory, nor - his integrity ; but
if it be deferiptive of his manner; of flating and recom-
mending his doétrine, it illuftrates both. ' ‘When he ad-
dreffed Jews, he reafoned from their prophecies: when
he fpoke to Pagans, he faid nothing of Jewifth prophets 3
but he quoted their own poets, whom they called prophets.
‘This was wife; and fhewed how well he was qualified
both as a fcholar and a man of found ‘underftanding, to
difcharge the office of apoftle of the Gentiles.

In the end, certain men, Dionyfius, one of the Areco-
pagites, Damaris, probably a lady of diftinction, .and
others with’ them believed, and adhered to the Apoftle,
and of courfe formed a Chriftian fociety.

Babylon.~~There is in fcripture a figurative Babylon,
which, however, is fo defcribed as the city that reigned in
the time-of the writer over the kings of the earth that it
c¢annot: be miftaken.  This was Rome.' It doth not ap-
pear that Peter, whoalone mentions the church at Babylon,
éver was at' Rome. The whole-evidence of his being
at Rome refts’ on ‘the teftimony of Papias, whofe tales
even Eufebius had hardly credulity enough to’ tranfcribe,
There was alfoa Babylon in Egypt, the ruins of which
" are yet feen near Grand Cairo, " The %abylon,’ ‘where
Peter wrote his epiftle, was, it fhould feem; the ancient
city of this name, fo often mentioned in .the Old Tefta-
ment, and not quite defolated in the time of Peter: this
is the-opinion of moft good commentators.

There are feveral reafons to.believe that Babylon was
a place different from the tower of Babel. - Mofes had
faid that' Nimrod built ;Babel in the tand of Shinar,
and made it the head or the beginning of his kingdom,
probably the capital of his new empire : he fays, the
people journeyed eaftward, and after the confufion of
tongues, left - off to build the city, and were ‘fcattered
abroad upon the face of all the earth : but it doth not ap-
pear that Nimrod left off to build Babylon, or that his
-affociates were f{cattered abroad upon the face of all the
earth; on the contrary, he made ‘it the feat of empire,
and founded a monarchy of amazing extent and dura-
tion. Mofes fays, the tower was called Confufion : -but
if Babel {ignified confudion, it is not likely that the in-

FFFF3 habitants



1020, A REVIEW QF THE

habitants would haye boafted: of. the name, or that the
Prophets would have ftyled it the Galden City, the Lady
of Kingdoms, the Praife of thewhole Earth, the Glary of
Kingdams, the Beauty of the Chaldees Ex¢ellency.. Perhaps
the laft of thefe titles may lead to the true name of Baby~
lon,.and ‘the name of the city to the trug name and hif=-
tor%-Of the tower. '

‘he word Babel feems a contraltion of Babbath-al,
the apple of God’s eye. Bab, all over the eaft, literally
means the court of a prince. -It was perfeétly confiftent
with the genius of the people to affimilate fuch acourt to
the pupil of a beautiful eye; and the afixing the name of
God to it fignified no more than that they accounted it.
the moft excellent of its kind: it was a divine pupil, the

“beauty of the excellency of the Chaldees. In the fame
ftrain, it is faid, Mofes was fuir t¢ God; divinely fair :
Niniveh was a city, . great to God; divinely great. In
thefe two paflages, thetranflators have dropped the eaftern
idiom, and given the fober fenfe, by rendering exceede
ing fair, exceeding great. In two others they have re-
tained the figure; God kept Jacob as the apple of his eye s
he that touchetli Zion toucheth the apple of the Lord’s
¢ye.  'This  laft paflage is addrefled to Jews. refident
at Babylon, to. perfuade them to returp to Jerufalem,
againft which they miglit urge the defencelefs ftate of Je-
rufalem, then lying in ruins, apd the defolate condition
of it contrafted with the firength of Babylon, owing ta
its walls, and the beauty of it, owing to its gardens angd
waters, 'Thé Prophet tells them the Lord would be 3
wall of fire round about Jerufalem, the glory in the midft
of it, and Zion fhould be the apple of his eye - manifeft
allufions to the name and the condition of Babylon. Onfuch

principles David prayed ;. keep me a5 the apple of the eye..

What then, or where is the tower ! Nimrad built
cother cities befide Babylon ; one of them is called Calneh.
The feptuagint verfion feems to place the_tower here;
for it makes the king of Aflyria fay, have naot I taken
Calno, where the tower was butlt? Bafil, Cyr'il, Na-
zianzen, and the Greeks who followed this verfion, exe
‘goun’d;d this paﬂ%\ge of the tower mentioned by Mofes,
Some fuppofe Mofes did not mean any particular tower,
but that he fpoke in general of a turretted city, a cit
with turrets on its walls, Such a, city, compared witK
‘ the
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the caverns in which the firt men certainly lodged,
might well appear a tower with-a heavenly top, like
the Habitations of: the Ahakims, thefe being furmounted
with'patural rocks, peaks, and that with artificial €leva,
tions. If Nimrod garrifoned his towers with men of va-
rious organs, and various tones, captivated in various
parts by his tyranny, he might well find an exceeding
confufion of fpeech, and the fcheme of dominion by ab-
folute force'impracticable ; and he might readily let the
fons of the earth go and fcatter themfelves over the face
of the globe, their tones' of fpeaking degenerating as
they went, and the partition producing a variety of lane
guages. However it were, by a mo%t beautiful figure,
he defcribed his notion of towers intended for the keep=
ing of mankindin flavery: he called the tower which fig=
nifies ballel, literally a confufion, and figuratively a-codfu=-
fion of fight, owing to what is called a blood-fhot or a
blemifb in’ the eye. The fenfe, then, amounfs to this,
Nimrod built and peopled a city with willing compa-
nions, which was beautiful as the apple of an exceeding
fine eye':; but when he proceeded to {ubdue free tribes into:
{lavery, to aim at’ univerfal empire, and for that purpofe
ereted near the city a tower to keep his captives'in awe,
Almighty God, in love to the freedom and virtue of man-
kind, had fo formed their organs of fpeech as to vary
their tones, which produced .a confufion- happy in its
iffué: the captives efcaped, and lovers of freedom agreed
to call Babylon a blood-fhotten eye. It would be eafy
to fhew the credibility of all this, by obferving-that paflion
for freédom, -and that impatience of being pent up in a
city, which all aboriginal natives'of every country have
exemplifiéd, and which at this day is fo_well known all
over America, All fuch men, in all ages, have confi-
dered houfes as incompatible with liberty, .and walled ci-
tiés as prifons difgraceful to the dignity. of man. . If go-
vernmentoriginated in force ; if Nimrod were the firft who
praétifed this force ; if he caught by fraud, or conquered
by firength, unarmed men; if he put them into his city as
into a cage ; if he and his aflociates invented garrifons to
prevent efcape—his tower of confufion was the firf baro-
nial caftle built by the furious to keep the fearful in awe ;
and all fuch buildings like Ballel confufed fociety, and are
a blemifh, giving an air of deformity t6 the moft beautifu]

FFFF4 fituations
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gtuat;'ons in the world: for what is Paradife without free«
om'?

The dream of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and
the interpretation of it by Daniel, fuggefted the -idea of
four great monarchies, of which the Affyrian (for fo the
Chaldean is often and not improperly called) was the
firft. The other three were the Perfian, the Grecian,
and the Roman. There have been other monarchies as
great or greater than fome of thefe, as thofe of the Tar=
tars, the Saracens, and the Turks: but the firft four
chiefly regard the hiftory of the Jews to whom the Baby-
lonians bore an inveterate hatred, for which no tolerable-
reafon can be affigned, except the national averfien of
the Jews to a foreign yoke. The Babylonians "were
theé perpetual perfecutors of . Jews, and their total de-
ftryction is moft ¢learly foretold in the prophecies. A
late celebrated prelate hath placed the fubje&t in a juft
and ftriking light'; and his conclufion in praife of the
fourteenth of Ifaidh, which is a triumphant ode upon the
fall of Babylon, is the language of the heart of a genuine
Briton, His lordthip fays: It muft afford all readers of
an exalted tafte and generous fentiments, all the friends
and lovers of liberty, a very fenfible pleafure to hear
the prophets exult-over fuch tyrants and appreflors as
the kings of Aflyria, .The ode of lfaiah reprefents the
infernal'manfions” as moved, and the ghofts of deceafed
tyrants: as rifing to meet the king of Babylon, and cons
gratulate his’ coming among ‘them. It is really admi~
rable for the feveral ftrokes of jrony, as well as for the
fublimeft ftrains of poetry. The %}rcek poet Alczus,
who is Celebrated for his hatred to tyrants, and whofe
odes were animated with the fpirit of liberty no lefs
than with the fpirit of poetry, we may prefume to fay,
never wrote any thing ‘comparable to'it,~But not only
in this particular, but in the general the ftriptures,
though often perverted to the purpofes of tyranny, are
yet in their own nature cql_cu]?t_edﬁ_o promote the civil
as well as religious liberties of mankind, True religion
and virtue, and liberty, are more nearly related; and more
jntimately connected with each other than people com-
monly confider, '

 To be continued.)



[ 1023 ]

A IEETTER #
FROM
Tuz MINISTERS 1x 1LCHESTER GAOL, 15 1663,
TO

THE BAPTIST CHURCHES AT CHARD, AND AT WEDMORE.
DBARE BRETHREN,

= E, your fellow.brethren and heires togéther of eternall
glory, now fufferers for that gofpell for which we have
made {o publique a profeflion before angells and men, by
that feperation from the world in their wayes and worfhipp,
giving up ourfelves;, from the fruit of his grace'in us, to3
willing {ubiection.and conformity to all the wayes and -ap-
pointments of Chrift, as King ; for which profeflion we are
now in bands, as many of our fellow-brethren are; yet not-
withftanding, do hope that the gofpell thall no whitt fuffer
lofle thereby, but fhall more abundantly break forth in power
and pority, god fhall run conquering and 10 conquer, even
to the holding purity to Chrift, our head, who ovescame by
{uffering ; yea, by his death,. he overcame him that had the
powerof death; even the Devill, and to deliver thereby even
them who, through feare of death, were all their lives fub-
ject to bondage; and the Saints of ‘old overcame by the
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of there teftimony, and
they loved not their lives ynto death—Rev. 12, 11, * We
doe hereby -falute you.in the bowels of love, defiring that
you may be filled with thofe overflowing ftreames of grace
and goodnefs, which make glad the City of God. Brethren,
you are deare to us ; - and,- though we have not vifited you
by our frequent epiftles; we can fay that the negle@ hath not
beene from want of affetion fo you, and wills raifed in usto
doe the Lord’s worke therein, but contrary to our often pur-
pofing ‘foe to doe, we haye met with hinderances and dif-
appointments; but'this, we can affure you, that you are
upon.our heartsin every prayerof oyrs ;,and as we doe be-
ligve that we fhare abundantly in the anfwer of your prayers,
with the reft of God’s people, for the fuffering fervants of
Chrift, foe we defire ‘you- may receive an anfwer of our
prayers for you. Some of thofe things that God hath fet upon
our heaits tofeeke him for yop and all his people that fland in
the vifible profeflion of his name are, §rft, that fuch of the
Lord’s people as are deprived of fome that have beene,
through his grace, made ufeful amongft them, that God
would pour out abundantly of his fpirit upon others, breathing
put our defires that as God taketh from among you any
Elijahs

® The original is in Dr. Rippon’s pofiefiion. !



1024 LETTER FROM THE PRISONERS

Elijahs, that he would poure out upon his Elifhas that are
among you a double portion of his {pirit, 2z Kings, 2, g.
¢ Take heed of pooring to much upon poore inftruments.”’
What'was Paul, of what was Apollos, only infiruments By
whom the Corynthyans beleeved » We, therefore, defire you
to exercife faith in God, beleeving that he hath not called
you into his family there to flarve you, but provide he will
abundantly for you to this end; mind his promyfe, Pfalm
xxxvi, 8. ¢ They fhall;be abundantly fatisfyed with the good-
nes of thy houfe, and thoo-fhalt make them drink of the rivers
of thy pleafure, for which hee-is the fountain of life.”” How
,m’ight we draw feveral arguments from hence, to comfort
and incourage fuch as in faithfullnes to'the Lord are waiting

upon him inhis wayes! What though to fenfe and reafon
there feems to be no oxe in the ftall, or the labour of the
olive doe faill, thefe are times to truft in God ; he is faith«
full that hath promyfed ; and if ordinary meanes be or may
be taken from you, he can, nay he will, and that from his
owne compaffion to thofe that wait upon him, he will we
fay worke miracles, as he is-able of ftones to raife up chil-
dren unto Abraham.: Have you not known his power ? can-
not he give waters even‘out of the rock ?. Mind the xxxvii,
Pfali1g. ¢ They fhall not be afbamed in the ‘evill time;
and-in the days of famine they fhall be fatisfyed.” We defire
you ferioufly to confider this Pfalm; and’the Lord give you
underflanding in all things therein for yoor incouragement
every one of you, we miean, whofe hearts: ffandeth bent to
follow God fully, waiting upon him for. grace to inable them
thereunto. As for others that ftand’at a-diftance in'this day
from the worke of God, we fhall have another word, we Hope,
from the Lord to them. But the perfons here minded, by
wey of incouragement, are thofe mentioned in the' gth'verfe,
““~who are fuch as wait vpon the Lord, though they be the
principle obieéts, of wicked men’s rage;and a3 it alwayes hath
been; foe it is'now, thofe who notwithftanding men comand
not to preach, and meet any more in Chrift’s name, and doe
threaten-and operate great afflictions upon’them, yet are not
difcouraged, though as in the 12th and 13th verfes, ¢ The
wicked plotteth againft them; and feeketh to {lay them, tho®
he: gnath againft them with there teeth, and they draw
out there fwordes and bend there bowes to caft downe the
pooreand needy, and fuch as are of upright converfation ;
yét mind, God provides -for his faithfull fervants-that wait
vpon bim in his wayes, as in the 15th verfe. ** He maketh
there {wordes to enterinto their owne hearts, and he brezketh
there-bowes ;*’ and in this time, though it be an evill time,
he.maketh his faithfull fervants that truft in him, notto be
athamed ;
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afhamed ; -and though by this mzanes wicked men endeavour
to bring a famine of the word of the Lord, to flarveithe
Lord’s faithfull fervants; yet in the days of famine they thall be
fatisfyed, Friends, how largely might we write to the incou-
ragment of fach as defire to approve themfelves faithfull to
the Lord in this day of tryall, which being part of our
bufines, we.are the more large mpon it! Mind the 132d
Pfalm, the r5th verfe: ¢ A pretious futable word to the
Zion of God, and worth Zion’s {ericus taking notice of,
for incouragment inm that day, when, by reafon of her afflic.
" tions, fhe is ready to fay, that the Lord hath forfaken her,
and her God hath forgotten her: Oh, ro; for in the
13th verfe there is.ground of comfort; ¢ The Lord hath
chofen Zion ; he hath defired it for his habitation:” there~
fore, in the 14th verfe he fayes, ¢ This is my reft for-ever ;
here will Idwell, for I have defired it:” hence floweth that
promyfe in the 15th-verfe: « I will abundantly bleffe hér
provyfion, I will fatisfy her poore with bread.” There-
fore, friends, comfort yourfelves with thofe words: Bread
fhall be given you; your water fhall be {ure; what is the
care of men outwardly, is it mot for bread, which holdeth
out 2ll outward fupplyes for the comfort ofahe outward man?
foe bread, fpiritually, holdeth out all fpiritual fupplyes;
therefore Chrift is called the true bread, firft your provyfion
fhall be blefled. Now, we know man liveth not by bread
ouly, but by every word that.proceedeth out of the mouth of
God ; what though fome of your provylions now allotted for
your fuftenance beto eutward appearance bat {fmall ? will God.
blefle it ? he hath promyfed this ; Oh! then, exercife faith and
beleeve it; nay, he will not only blefle Zion’s provyfions,
but will abundant]y blefle it: doe not fay unbeleevingly, we
fhall ourfelves be fed by fuch and fuch means, or if {uch and
fuch be removed, can fuch and fuch? If we muft wait upon
God. through them, can we be fed by them? Oh! yes: If
God hath promyfed, there is ground of hope for the accom-
plilhment thereof, though it feemed to be againft hope; and
the poore fhall be fatisfyed with bread.—How might we
jnlarge uapon this particular to you! we have formerly vwritten
to you about it, though we hope it will not he unneceffary
to remind you at this time ; for we have need ta be found.in
the performance of this duty, it being a dayly duty, leftany
fhould be hardened through the deceiptfulnefs of fin, We-are
not altogether ignorant o%your temptations; by reafon of the
fubtiily of our enemy, that goeth continually about us; feek-
ing whom he may devour. We fhall enly to this head add
. our own experience, by which you may underfand our ftate,
in order to your incanragement to perfevere faithfully and

caurageoully
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courageoufly, that you may pot be weary nor faint in your
minds'; we need not mention to’ you how we came hither,
nor upon what fcore ‘we are here prifoners: we truft it is-a
comfort to you, as it is to'us, ‘to confider our caufe ; it 1§
not for. our particular concernments; but for the'intereft of
Jefus Chirift 5 and “fet “ds tell- you, that we hive many ¢om=
fortable difcoveries: to our foules from him, -that he- doth
accept of us, in what throagh his gracé we have been hithero
inabled. to doé for his name ; “and that in perfevering to the
end it fhall turn to uws for-a-teftimony. What hazzards and
dangers, even to eftate and life, will men run for their earthly
King, in hopes'that a day will comé; when what théir have
done fhall have a teftimony-of honourable- acceptation” from
him! Oh, fhall men doe fuch great things from fuch low
principles; and thall 'not faints, who have not‘an uncertain
but fure grounds of hope of acceptation from Chrift, in that
publigue diftinguifhing day, before angells and men, when
he fhall fay, Thofe are they that have followed me throngh
great tribulation ; and yee are they who have continued with
me in my temptations, and I appoint unto you a kingdom as
my father hath appointed unto me. = Doe we believe thofe
words-to be true ?  How doth this, under the tribulation we
endure, firengthen ourhope; and enable us to reft our anchér
within the vaile, and to be aflured, that we fhall have no
caufe to be athamed thereof! we are through mercy -emi-
rently provided for by the Lord, that notwithftanding - our
owne weakneffes, which we have caufe to behold, even here
to our fhame and humbling 5 and though fome times fenfe and
zeafon is ready to put us toa ftand to our difcomfort, and
there be 2 reddinefs in us notto live {oe in'the beholding
of God’s' goodnes, fometimes, and foe faith is' not ative,
and feems to be 4t a ftand, yet that the Lord doth not
leave ws here.  But this leffon hereby, : we are taught
even ‘what we are, and then the apearance of God; in his
pardoning, fupportirg, and manifefling grace,”. s to us
held out to admiration; therefore, well might the Apofile
Paul reckon it up as a matter of great ioy to Saints, not
only that they are juftifyed by fath, and have pedce with
God, by Chnft, and have accefs.by faith unto this'grace,
and reioice in the hope of the glory of God, but alfo” glory
in ‘tribulations, becaufe of thofe fruits befére” mentioned,
Rom. v, 1,2, 3. As for fuch among you as may be at a
ftand, we would confider them vnder a twofold confideration ;
firft, fuch as feare from a fenfe of there owne weaknes that
they fhall not be able to hold out; or, fecondly, fuch ‘as
converfe fo mach with the alurements, to draw them off from
there “profeflions, that they are decliring in there aﬁ'e'&icn;
an
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and prattices to the wayes of Chrift, and feeking to fecure
themfelves from the prefent fhame, not minding the concern~
ments of Chrift foe much as there owne outward preferva-
tion; to the former we. wovld, if the Lord be pleafed
to help us, write. fomething to there ftrengthening. Say
vnto the fearfull heart, be ftrong ; let fuch mind that it is not
the giftes partes, nor graces received by any, that can inable
them to ftand for fuch as truft thefe, that appear as youthes
and young men, and in there ftrength able to contend with
any difficulties, -fuch fhall faint and be weary, and utterly
fayle, when fuch as are ready to faint, becaufe they fee in
themfelves no might; yet, if fuch wait upon God, he will
renew there ftrength, yea, give fuch, fo much firength, that
they fhall run and not be weary, they fhall'walk and mot
faint ; therefore fly to God, hang vpon him, looking vp by
faith, for the performance of what he hath promyfed, when
the poore and needy feeketh water, and there is none, and
there foule faileth for thirft ; hath not God faid he will hear
them—the God of Jacob will not forfake them, but he will
open rivers-in the wildernes and fprings ju the defert, and that
hath been the churches fong of praife to God, mentioning
how he hath helped his people in there low eftate. Ifa. xxv.,
1—4, ¢ For thou haft been a ftrength to the poore, 2 firength
to the needy in his diftrefs, a refuge from the ftorm, a fha-
dow from the heat, when the blaft of the terrible ones hath
been as a ftorm, againft the wall ;”” therefore Jacob is bid
not to feare, though in his own apprehenfions he hath been
as a worm ; feare not thou worme, Jacob, If. x]i, 14.—Com-
pare this- with Chap. xliji. 2: fo alfo in the 13th verfe;
¢¢ Therefore God comforteth his worme, Jacob, with pre-
fenting "to their faith his almightines, yea, before the day
was, I am he; and-there is none that can deliver ovt of
my hands ; 1 will worke, and who fhall let me :*’ and to fuch,
let that exhortation in the 26th Chapter of Ifaiah, 4. * Traft
in the Lord for ever, for in-the. Lord Jehovah is everlafting
ftrength ; as for fach as are declining through the alurgments
prefented, and turning off from their holy profeffion, mind
that word, that for fuch as turn afide, the Lorg will lead them
forth with the workers of iniquity, and. the backfliders in
heart fhall be filled with there owne wayes, Prov. xiv. 14,
Let ‘us reafon with fuch, if this epiftle be read where it
meeteth ‘with any who are but foe in heart, yet the Lord.
knoweth you, yea, even fuch that are come to a parpofe in
themfelves that they will not part with all for Chrift, and
that your doing that fmall ‘matter you doe, as towards.the
Lord’s fervice, 1s without thorough purpofes to follow him
through his frength fully, and would be glad that you- wfe‘re

ce
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free from thofe ingagements which once you did make as feerms
ingly willing to give vp yourfelves to the Lord and . .ong
another; that thefe obligationshave little ty upon your heaits,
enly you would not ‘be accounted by men to be hypocrites
and apoftates ; but know, ‘God knoweth you by name, from
the bent purpofes and conclufions,. that your hearts now
when you may be hypocritically prefent at his fervice, he
can fingle you out, and caule ‘his dread to feize upon you,
.and make yon cry out to the honour of his juftice and to
the confirimation of his holy appearances to his people, though
fo you everlafting confufion, that you have no part nor por-
tion in his holy ordinances : what! are not the ways of the
Lord worth the owning and fuffering for, becaufe the Devill
and his inflruments rage againft them? thefe are trying
times'; thé Lord hath faid, his fire is in Zion, and his
furnace in Jerufalem, and Chrift will throughly cleanfe; his
floore, and will gather his wheat into the garner, and will
burn vp the chaff withunquenchable fire ; therefore fuch as will
be filthy, let them be filthy ; yet if any have not the new
nature, but are yet in the old flate; though™ for a time thegt
{eem to be walhed from there old filthynes, this proverd will
be made good, as it is plainly feen in many, and itis to be
feared that there are more not yet'difcovered, that:it will be
{aid of them alfp, <¢ The dog is turned to his vomitt, and the
{owe that was waflied to her wallowing in the mire.” Oh,
know that God bath founded his trampet in ‘Zion; let not any
fay be hath not been warned ; therefore thofe that periflt
fhall bear their own iniquities. Friends, we hope that thefe
words, being words of truth, notwithftanding there clofenefs,
being intended only to fuch to whom they concerne, will be
no -offence to fincere hearts ; this isa day not to prophecy
{mooth things altogether, for they will deceive.. How might
we inlarge as to the caufe of this! amongft athers, we fhall then-
tion-one worldly-mindednefs which in the Apoftles’ time was
found to be the root of all evill, which, whileft fome coveted
after; they erred from the faith, and pearced .themfelves
throngh with many forrows, 1 Tim..vi. 10."  Labour to
get your hearts off, from every thing below: the great
temptation to. apoftacy is carnal affe@ion, therefore love not
the world nor the things of the world;. for if any man love
the world, the Jove of the father is notin him. We find fome
accafions and reafons of not further inlarging at prefent, but
hope . we may perfevere in the difcharge of_ our duties to you,
that though we cannot . fee your faces, yet may vifit you. by
our epiftles, defiring .the Lord to keep you faithfull, re-
ioycing at.that grace thathines among thofe that aré nothing
terrifyed at the Rormings of men'; but let them, oh, Brethren,

goe
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goe on, though you are in the wildernes, looke to the cload
of God’s prefence, we have no caufe to difcourage you from
what we find, for God is very good to us; here firangers
doe not intermeddle with our loyes, we have liberty in
bonds, yea, the greateft liberty is here; therefore, brethren,
doe not feare, gird up the loines of your minds and be fo-
ber, and hope to the end; trim your lamps foe that each
have oyle in his veffell, for the nightis.upon us, and at
‘midnight there was a great cry made—Behold the bride-
grome cometh, goe yee out to meet-him ; how welcome
will that cry be to thofe that approve themfelves-to be the
trye friends to him; therefore, hold up your heads, ard re-
member your promyfes, profeflions and engagements made to
him ; comfort yourfelves in the incouraging premyfes he
hath made both for comfortable fupport till his coming, and
unfpeakable ioy that he will give to all thofe that love and
wait for his appearing ; dwell much in the love of God,
and manifeft you are the beloved of God by loving one ano-
ther. We are thankful to God for the apening of your
hearts towards us, to the releeving of his members in prifon,
which queftionles isa fervice that will not goe unrewarded.
Brethren, be careful to cherifh thofe gifts God hath.given you,
aud take heed of muzéling the mouth of the oxe that tread-
eth oyt the corn. It is.but reafon, fayth the Apoftle, in the
firft of Corinthians, ix. 11, that fuch as fow fprituall things,
they fhonld reape there carnal things; and if thisbe a duty
to fuch, then certainly it extendeth to thofe alfo for thsir
fo doing, as alfo to all that fuffer with them for righteouf
nes fake, We commend you to the Lord, and to the word
of his grace; remaining, in the name and by the appoint-
ment of the reft; dearly yours, S. WADE,
TOB. WELLES.

Lchefier, 29th of the Yoth Month, 1663.

D C——

EXTRACTS rrom SERMONS anp PAPERS
OF THE
LaTe Rzv. ISAAC WOODMAN, or LEICESTER.
( Written probably about 1763. )

OD’s goodnefs is feared (i. e.) fuitably regarded,
when we admire the extenfivenefs, conftancy,. va-

riety; and freenefs of it—when we adore itw~when we
praife it~=when we improve it to excitelove, ftrengthen
faith,
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faith, nourifh prayer, further cbedience, mourn over.aid
fight againft fin, and, firally, when we copy his goodnefs,
being herein followers of God as dear children.

Plalm xvi. 8. I have fet the Lord always before me.  If
this is ultimately intended of Chrift, yetit is the expe-
rience : of all the godly in their meafure; but to-do thus;
implies a belief or peri}l,xaﬁon of God’s being—a realizing
his prefence—a choofing and. delighting in neirnefs to
Go£ and an apprehenfion that the Lord, as the object of
contemplation, is a moft copious, fruitful, and inexhaufs
tible fubject: and as the above isimplied in fetting the
Lord always before us, fo it includes contemplatinig his
perfetions—inquiring after his will—~reverencing his au-
thority—relying. on 'his gracious promifes—viewing his
beauty and loving-kindnefs, and aiming at his glory :
thus to do is Chrift-like ; and becaufe we no more do fo
to confiderable:purpofe, we have caufe to. confider, and
are called to behold Chrift, in' whom alone is acceptance
with our God. Blefled be God for Jefus Chrift, who
is our hope and our pattern ;'may we run our appeinted
¥ace, looking unto Jefus!

Would - to God, S—’s fright might fright him from
fin | but it is renewing-grace alone muft turn his heart to
hate it; the Lord help us foto do! I find its influences
ftrong - in me, fo that I groan, being burdened: let us
pray for one another,and wait upon God in his own
way for a releafe in his good time. Oh, there is re-
demption in Chrift, and by the holy. fupper, which we
here celebrated yefterday ; he would have the memory
of it kept up; let us not" forfake our own mercies.

It is an affliCtion to hear of the unfettled and evil dif«
pofition of my two 3 Oh, that (God might, by his
grace,meet them, as he did rambling Onefimus, and make
the hitherto unfruitful to become now profitable !

God has promifed that the defart fball rejoice and blof
Jom as the rofe, i. e. bear abundantly with great beauty and
great fragrancy and delight ; and all this but the begin-
ning of better things, as the bloffom is of the full ripe
fruit.” (Ifaiah xxxv. 1. This was my fubje& yefterday.)
The Lord’s power and grace is beyond our. thcught. -

Iam, in refpect of defirable gracious liberty of foul,
fill .a prifoner, yet I .truft a prifoner of hope, and .in
thefe things meet. with depreflions and encourageménq&

°
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Cod promifes to purify the fons of Levi: 1 need, and

ay for a fhare in the bleflings, and ought therefore to
ook for plungings and fiftings, and meltings ;- and after
aﬂidOh that when I am tried; I may come forth as
gold.

When the Lord wifl caufe rightéoufnefs and praife to
Jpring forth before all nations, as prophefied of lfaiah, Ixi.
ult.—The word of God will be diligently perufed ; the
worfhip of God ferioufly and. cheerfully attended ; the
grace of God highly prized ; the Chrift of God emi-
Hently exalted 3 the fpitit of God copioufly poured forth ;
the work of God profperouily carried on; and the glory
of God fupremely purfued. They that love Chriff ard
ferve Chrifty and long for Chrift, when they go hence,
will be with Chrift.

Upen a fevere trial he faid; This is difcouraging and
grieving ; but in God’s word there is full direction and
copious encouragement. Truftin the Lord, &c. fo thalt
thou dwell in the land, &c, Pfalm xxxvii. If we fludy
God’s glory, he wilk provide us.a' being fome where or
other in_ this world, and it is beft to be where Got
would have us to abide.

Upon an aftbmatical complaint—Oh! for the mere
of free'breathing; heavenward; this I want, but hope ]
have at leaft fome-unutterable groanings, at times thdt
way, and it may be fhould not have them, if I had no
preflures, Happy diftrefs, that bfings our father’s houfe
to remembrance. Whretched degeneracy and carnality,
that makes the rending work of 'aﬁligt,i'ons neceflary 3
thanks for the mercy of trials fo profitable ; and when we
confider tribulations as the fruit and evidence of love,
they are matter of glorying; by-rich grace we fhall foon
be with thofe that inherit the promifesy our deceafed chrif-
tian friends; Mr. Larwill, Mr. Burford, and Mrs. Brain.
Am glad at additions with you; I hope the deacons are
acceptable in their new. office, May the Spirit be poured
Jorth gﬁm on bigh, deftitute churches fettled, breaches
healed, lifeleflnefs removed, the fons of Levi purified,
the daughters of Zion purged, and all complaints: in her
Sreets at anend.

Referring to the melancholy frate of L r Church,
he thus writes :—Theircafe calls for concern, andfo ins
deed I think does, the general ftate-of religion, and prefeat
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Htate of national affairs. Blefled is he that watclteth ﬁkx
keepeth his garments, -May we be cleaving to God’s
word by daily meditation, and conftantly relying on his
‘grace, even " the. merit and righteoufnefs of our Lord Je-
{us, as our only ground of hope. Let us endeavour to
have no will but- his. will, no intereft but his caufe; and
no happinefs but his favour ;. and then let the world fall,
we are fecure. This is: not our reft, we are bid to fet
our affections on things above. Oh that we may have
grace! that is the beft portion, : L
In anfwer 30 a complaint ig‘f illnefs, e, he faid, I am
concerned for your indifpofition,. the Lord cheer your
mind with views of himfelf as your falvation, and that
will give joy when the fig-tree doth not blofflom. Out~ -
ward profpeéts are defirable, and fhould be received with
thankfulnefs; but there is no fuch fecurity againft future
-~ want as God’s promife ; this, I believe, you are intitlgd
to, and the promife will prefs Providence into its caufe;
wherefare rejoice always in the Lord: ‘I wifh coufin e——
the divine blefling with his eftate, and the like to all
_others who have acquired any thing by my name-fake’s
Death! WhAT OF THIs WORLD Is OBTAINED BY
DEATH, MUST BE RESIGNED AT DEATH. _
. ..We have .loft-2; good woman: by death ; fhe has been
- enfeebled by afli€tive rheumatic pains.thefe four years;
fhe died in faith, though notin triumph; I may fay, fhe
‘has been a-fuccourer of me, and beftowed much labour on
me, Rom. xvi. 2, 6.~ I am to be to-morrow on 1, Thefl.
'iv. 17, 8o fball we ever be with the Lord, as her funeral.
She was a daughter of old Mr.-Moore, the former paftor
at Satton, - : :
. 8peaking of a bruife in his kg, faid—But how little no-
tice do we commonly take of foul bruifes, and the work-
ings of. corruption within 3 on this account it is, doubt-
Iefs, that the Gofpel, with .all its healing benefits, is fo
little prized by us,. .I have, I think, a growing acquaint-
-ance with my own innate wretchednefs in divers refpetts.
‘This is deprefling, and my foul is very low; but when
I'can calmly confider thefe'things, they yield me this ad-
vantage, I fee the more fully the need there is for, and
the fuitablenefs of, all the provifions of the covenant and
~ gofpel of God’s grace. This is a rational convition,
-and I find it aufeful one; but it is a trouble to me at
: times,
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times, that I am no more under the affeCtionate and de-
lightful' imprefiions of thefe things ;- Oh, what a ftupid,
‘dull creature am I'!

The frequent floods, of late, have led me to think of
Matt. vii. and Luke vi, (the end) my intended fubjet for
to-morrow. ~ Oh, to “be built on the rock ! what a
mercy ! I fee nothing to ground upen but God’s word ;
his promife; the everlafting covenant; Chrift’s under-
taking, righteoufnefs, atonement, interceffion; and the
gracious influences, and the abiding. in-dwelling of his
Spirit. "Am- forry for your affliction,. yet glad to find
fuitablenefs of fpirit under it: all our affairs, as they re~
fpect. the blefled God and his management, are un-
doubtedly wife -and well, right, and every way for the
beft; and itis always beft with us when we fg:: things
fo; I have myfelf been poorly of late; head-ache worfe
than common: " ear-ache, which has left me confiderably
dull in.my hearing ; and fore throat, which hindered me
two Lord’s days, the fecond and thirdin February (1763)
from preaching, being accompanied with a hoarfenefs,
and the ‘complaint in my throat is not yet removed,
though it be abateds My wife has been much com-
plaining,-and is at beft-but weak and faint: but thefe
things, I truft, aie for our good; the tabernacle muft
come down, -and:’tis good, *tis neceffary to be reminded of
it, for we ate prone to:forget, and we find fcripture in-
ftrutions and providentjal exemplifications of fcripture
declarations don’t fo affed us as perfonal feelings. Death
reigns here as well as with you; out of the four laft fer-
mons I have preached, three have been funerzls ; two aged
perfons, church members, a man and his wife, died within
‘ten ddys of -one another; both made a comfortable end 3
they ‘defired thefe texts, the man, Iaiah iii, 10, Say ye
20, Gen {he, Als xX. 32, leommend, &c. QOne of our
deacons buried his.wife, and the other’s wife I daily ex-
pect to hear is removed; but fhe has much of the Lord’s
precioys. prefence withher. O the mercy!

¢ And roand me Jet thy glory thine,
$ Whene'er thy {ervant djes. Waits, Plalin71.
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Extracis of Letters from Mr. Ward, in the Eaft Indies.

Serampore, February 24, 1801,

‘We live at the Miffion-hoyfe, Serampore, which is fituate
by the fide of a river, wider than the Thames, and conftantly
crowded almoft with fmall boats; Danith fhips alfo come up
here for their cargoes. '

We have printed the New Teftament, which makes 800
pages. Next Thurfday week we have athankigiving on this-
account : we are going to begin Genefis,

On the 22d of December, the infernal:chain -of the caft
was broken, by two natives coming to eatat our table.

December-z8th, a native, named Kreethnoo, -and Mr. Ca-
rey’s eldeft fon, were baptized in the river.

January 18, this day, Mr. Fernandez and a native woman,
Kreefhnoo’s wife’s fifter, were baptized.

February 22—this day Kréefhnoo’s wife, .and a2 widow,.
named Unna, were baptized.

Mr. Carey’s eldeft fon, fifteen years old, is a Miffionary,
and preaches feveral times every week, with great'zeal ‘and
affettion. ,

Lbegan to talk a little in O&oher laft ;. Brother Marfhman
and Brother Brunfdon fpeak the language alfo.

Mr..Grant.and Mr. ]goun-t'ain are dead'; Mrs. Fountain has
a little boy. . ‘Mr. Brun{don has been very-ill, and is ftill but.
weak. Mrs. Marfhman has alfo been-ill-feveral times. I
have'not had-an hour’s illnefs fince I left England; Iam 3
good deal thinner, '

The Baptift Church.in Bengal once confifted of three mem-.
bers, one of whom was excluded ; but it.-now contains  fix~
teen members, four of whom are natives ; thefe natives give
us great comfort indeed. Many perfons fhew their teesh,
anathematize, and oppofe, but,

‘ ¢ He fpeaks,
*¢ Apd his almighty breath fulfils his great decrees.”

Our prefs isinundating 'the country with things to' pull
down the great devil, Brabmanifin, and to thew the way. of
falvation,

I have enjoyed-much,. but have much- to- groan over; -my
only hope is, that the. mierits of Chrift are doundlefs § my
great defire, - is td be near:and like my God.

Blefs God ‘with us—the-caf is broken, and the door of
faith is open to the Hindoos,

‘ Serampore,
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Serampore, Fuly 3, 1801.

Since I wrote laft, we have had another perfon baptized,
Gokol, and we are’in hopes of another or two foon. 'The
work goes on flowly ; but I think furely ; hitherto our bap-
tized walk to our joy; and I think the firft fruits of India
Kreefhno, will foon {e-called out to preach the gofpel.” He
fpeaks every day tomore or lefs. The baptized women alfo
make known the benefits of falvation to their fellow country-
women.

We have been - heavily tried -in the lofs of our Brethren,
Grant-and Fountain, and Providence feems now to be taking
away Brother Brun{don. = He has been ill feveral months,
near death twice; and is now weaker and worfe.than ever.
His complaint is called the liver, very common here; he has
taken fo much mercury, that when he drinks any thing
the liquid comes out of his nofe.” "Thefe are heavy afilictions.
T have beenexceeding well, having only had onecold; and
this is the only indifpofition T have felt fince I left England.

Mr. -Forfyth and Mr. Edmond have bought a place - at
Bandel, a Portuguefe place, aboutten miles higher up the
xiver.

Kreefhnoo having built a new houfe, has erefted by its fide
a fhed, which is defigned for public worfhip :'and which we
call the firft Baptift Meeting-houfe built in-Bengal. Herewe
meet the families anLord’s days and on week-day evenings;
and very frequently other. natives,are prefent.

The 'New Teftament is in the hands of feveral, and we
have got towards the middle of Genefis in printing the Old
"T'eftament. _

‘But Brother Carey having been :appointed Profeffor to
teach the Bengalee language in the Néw College, at Calcutta,
we have had a number of other things to print, efpecially a
a grammar, and another exercife-book in the Bengalee.

Serampore has been taken by .the Englifh; it was done
withont the leaft difturbance, not:a drum beating, or a gun
firing. - We can travel all over thé country entirely free from
moleftation. - The Goverhor-General’s..;country-houfe 1is
nearly. oppofite ours, on the other fide of ‘the river ; he is
much there. We prefented a copy ‘of ‘the New Teflament
to him, which he received very gracioufly.

Our fchool 'fucceeds very welly ]

Sifter Brunfdon is fafely got over-her lying-inj fhe has 3
fine little boy. )

(To be continued.)
o





