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A SERMON,

ON THE
ADVANTAGES OF AN EARLY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,
By Mr. RoBinson, of Cambridge,
At Mr, Dan Tayror’s Meeting Houfe, Lord’s Day Evening,
June 7, 1789.

SHALL read you a paflage, which you will inftantly
allow ought to be the language of us all; that is—
Pfalm cxvi. Verfe 12.

€ What fhall'I render unto the Lord for-all his bene-
fits towards me ¢’

By putting this language into the lips of different
people, which would be proper in the mouth of every one
of us, I conceive that proper anfwers might be given, not
only pointing to aduty, but to the degree in which that
duty fhould be performed. What fhall 1 render unto the
Lord for all his benefits towards me? Why, who are
you? Relate to us your hiftory, and fay what it is that
lies upon your mind. Can you {peak of Jehovah’s bene-
fits to you? Probably you will fay, we have nothing
great in the eyes of the world to talk of; but we have
received benefits from -Almighty God, which appeared
great in our eyes—they are really great, becaufe they are
for our good, for the good of our families, for the good of
our neighbours, for the good of thofe that are afliCted ;
in a word; for the good of fociety at large. What is that ?
Why, fay.you, I can write, I can read, I can work, and

can never enough admire that God who put it into the
hearts of my parents, my good parents, to bring me up to
live ‘in this prefent world ; by this means they have con-
firmed and eftablifhed my health, which I fhould have loft
in idlenefs ; by this means they have put it in my power
to fupport the partner whom I efteem; by this means
they have enabled me to train upa fmall, fome may fay a
large family, and to blefs thofe with my indufiry whom I
am bound by every tie to fupport, and to teach to fupport
themfelves ; by this means they have enabled me to'do
good to my neighbours: I have been enabled to fay,
through - my honeft induftry—My cup is full; yea, my
cup runs over; hold my neighbour’s cup to take the
overplus, and let me b{efs thofe that have nothing to
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920 MR. ROBINSON ON

comfort themfelves with, the fick and the old, who can
not work, and who are dependent wholly upon charity 5
by this means, I thank God, I can confider myfelf, as all
politicians who treat on-government do-—an ufeful mem-
ber of fociety. I, with thefe hands, circulate property and
wealth ;. thefe conne&t my country, in fome fenfe, with the
moft diftant parts of the world 3 thefe give the induftrious
fomething. to export, and thef¢ receive, and, blefled be
God, through my induftry, can pay for what they import;
and thus fuch as I, however we may look in the eyes of
the fplendid and unthinking, fuch as I are the pillars . of
focietyy the glory, the wealth, and the fafety of a nation.
And do you good, heneft, induftrious man fay to-night, as
you ought, What fhall I render unto the Lord for all his
benefits towards me ? I anfwer—Pay your vows to him
now in the prefence of - his peopley and, by giving fome-
thing out of your honeft earnings,. enable thefe poor, chil-
dren to grow up into-your joy ; teach them to read, teach
them to write, teach them to work, teach them, in one
word, to blefs fociety, and to feel the good and the hap-
pittefs of being induftrious and diligent men. like your-
{elves.

Perhaps fome others of us may fay,,God be adored for
all his benefits towards me : if I had been trained up to be
ever fuch a confpicuous member of fociety, if God had
not beftowed fomething more on me, I had been undone ;
I fhould have been a ftupid, a wicked man, at beft a curfe
to fociety. . Why, what benefit has been beftowed upon
you? Why, fay you, I have had, and it was provided
by the invifible God, of whom I knew nothing, tor I was
a babe, but 1 had from my bountiful parent @ Chriffian
education. As foon as I could fpeak, they taught me to
fing, not profane and wicked fongs to deprave the heart,
but they taught me to fing the praifes of God, whofe name
I uttered-betore I knew him; they carried me to places of
public devotion; they endeavoured by all pofiible means
to ftir up my attention ; they enquired whether I knew
what I heard; whether 1 remembered the paflage of the
word of God that had been fpoken from; whether any
thing that was faid in the difcourfe affeéted me : ‘they did
more, they-ufed to lead me by my little hdnd to the throne
of grace in the family—nay, fome of our parents did
more, they. took us intothe clofet ; they led us there to be

alone
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alone with them and God ; and, becaufe we did not know
what to fay, they faid—Lord, blefs the lad, open his,un-
derftanding, give him to flee from youthful fin, fave him
from the poifonous ' contagion of thofe families in which
children are corrupted ; in thort, they did every thing,
we muft be their witneffes—they did every thing in their
power, and what Wwe, in our infancy, could not butob-
ferve. Have not fome of us wondered what made our
good mothers’ tears to flow down their cheeks, when they
taught as our leffon ? And; when they faid, Behold the
Lamb of God which taketh away the fin of the worlds
we were affefted, and we have learned fince at what ;
and to-night; when we fay, What fhall we render to the
Lord for all his benéfits -towards us? we mean, what
thall T do to éxpreis the fenfe I have of the goodnefs of
God, in giving mé an early religious education. Do
you thus enquire! 1 fay again, Payyour vows in the
prefence of all God’s people this evening, and letyour
hands and your gifts exprefs what you meany by putting
it into'the power of the guardians of thefe childtén to give
them a Chriftian education; for in this fchool, the guar-
dians and governors do the part of parents ; they adopt
thefe infants, 'and they do the beft that can poffibly be done
for children 3 they teach them the Scriptures, they teach
them to fing the praifes of God; they habituate them
early to attend worfhip 5 they do every thing to make them
wife and good, happy. inhabitants of the world "to come,
as well as ufeful members of fociety now. For my part, I
have but an occafional pleafure in feeing what this great
city exhibits of good ; but I own to you, there s a fight,
a very fimple fight, that always ftops me fhort, and fixes
ine, to feaft on a ‘kind of heavenly joy, and that i$ when
1 fee a charity child; a poor charitéchi}d, with his lit-
tle bible under his littie arm. Do I fee an eaftern
prince in poffeffion of a mine ?—=No: I fee a mortal in-
telligent being; as far fuperior to. the greateft monarch
in the Eaft as a man is fuperior to an' infe&: That
book, children; when you come to be old, will be your
comfort—it will be meat, drink, and clething to you;
that bouk, children, if you get it by heart, will be to you
eyes, when youare blind and cannot fee to read the Scrip-
tures ; and when you are forgot, as old people frequently
are, that book will be health, wealth, comfort ; it will be
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fubftantial {upport to you in death, and it will be hea-
ven toyou after this prefent ftate. Oh give, good peo-
ple—for compaflion’s {ake give—give thefe poor children
fome Bibles ; give themi fome cloaths ; open the gates of
blifs, and let the little innocents enter in with you: do
it by the generofity of your charity to-night.

Perhaps a third clals of people—I won’t teaze you
with many, for I am fure your good fenfe will make up for
any thing. I may omit—but perhaps a third clafs will be
uttering along with us fuch an exclamation as this,—
‘What fhall we render unto the T,ord for all his benefits
towards me?—and we afk, Who are you? Come in,
thou bleffed of the Lord, and join inour fongs. Whoare
you? Why, fayyou, I am (and I have the. honour and
the happinefs now not to bluth at my charatter, though I
am often in tears) a fincere and modeft follower of Jefus
Chrift; but my early life was not Chriftian; I grew up
in ignorance, my mind was full of prejudice, my heart
was full of wickednefs, I loved fin, I defpifed—I blufh
to fay it—1I defpifed, ] bated God. And how did you feel
in that part of your life? Say you, I was a compound
of vice and mifery; my actions were wicked, my heart
depraved, and I was never happy. 1 tried many projects;
but there was a void which I could not fill ; and a voice
cried out for juftice, which I could never hear. Atlength,
fay you, there came into my mind refleétion, like a king
into his army, .and he would ltave audience ; he would be
heard, and heard in the dead of night, when all the world
were abfent from me: it fpoke thunder, it roufed my
attention, it cleft in funder my hard and callous heart;
and Icried, Lord, be merciful to me a finner ! The pains
of refletion made me try to get rid of the conviétion, but
T couldnot. No, you could not; mercy fixed it there as
a nail, in a fure place ; when you rofe, it rofe and went
with you ; when you went into company, it accompa-
nied you; and every now and then {poke home to your
confcience, and faid, Remember, for all thefe things God
will bring thee into judgment. 1 could not eat, that is,
1 could not enjoy my food ; I could not vifit; amufements
became a pain to me ; I could-not reft, . becaufe I was not
at peace with my God. And what thén? Oh, fay you,
I fhall never forget, to the day I die, the felicity 1 found
in difcovering the love of God in Jefus Chrift to wrfetched

inners
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finners like me. I fell upon the earth. I faid, is it pof~
fible ! I thoughtagain and again, Godis love, My con-
{cience recolleéted that paffage of Scripture, which faid,
He will not break the bruifed reed; he-will nat quench
the fmoking flax. I took heart, I fighed, 1 prayed in
thort but fincere ejaculations ; I pleaded his holy pramifes ;
I faid to him, Mafler, is it nothing to thee that [ perifh ?
I received from the holy Scriptures a full anfwer : the
Lord taketh not pleafure in the death of a finner, Have
T any pleafure in the death of him that dieth? He faid to
the man lying in the duft, thedding tears of repentance,
—As I live, I have no pleafure in your death. Oh,
comfortable expreflion! a voice from heaven that fpeaks
life to the dead, and fays to the felf-condemned criminal
—Come home again, thou child of man: and I went
home again, as it were, to my Father and my God. And
now, having purfued this work a great many years, hav-
ing tafted the pleafures of holinefs, and filled with an ab-
horrence of fin, I am come to-night to fay, What thall
I'render to the Lord for all his benefits towards me? My
friend, my anfwer is this : look at thofe poor things that
await your charity to-night; confidet them in a body
like your own; do not call them faints yet, byt let them
grow up as you have done; let them be furrounded as
ou were with the bewitchery of violent temptations ; let
them do as you did—fall into thofe temptations,. and then
they will feel thatmifery whichyoufelt : andif you can now
enable them to avoid all this, by teaching them where-to
go far relief, as fick men'in this city do for relief for their
bodies; though it is not fo in fome places where they
have people fick, and blind, and lame, and poor—and no
hofpitals, no funds to relieve them; but put thefe chil-
dren into the condition of the poor in this city, and they
will recollet, though they may take a large ftride into
the field of fin, they will recolle&, through education-pre-
judices, where God their Saviour is; and when that
comes, which will come, perhaps, with a violent head-
ache, perhaps with a high fever, perhaps with a trem-
bling ague, “perhaps with {omething that will make them
think they are upon the borders of the grave, and that is
to a finner the verge of hell—then education-prejudice
will make them recolle€t what their pareants or their
guardians have taught them. They taught me fuch a
YYY3 hymn,
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hymn, they taught me fuch a chapter ; I got it by heart,
and now I recolle@ it; now I remember, that all they
told m= about fin was'trye; and 1 am a wretch, undone.
And now ] recollect the comfortable paffages in the Gof-
pel that fpeak of the love of God to fallen finners. And
now, for the firft time, will I go back, and fay, Father,
T have finned againft heaven and in thy fight, and am not
worthy to be a member of a Chriftian church—1 am not
worthy to be the theep of fuch a paftor ; but make me as
one of thy hired fervants; let me return to the blefled
houfe where I yeceived the rudiments of the knowledge
of Chrift} lét me creep behind the door, et me ftand 1n
the aifle, let me look ‘to him while I'mourn. ‘This is
what we afk you to put in the power of thefe children, by
giving them a religious education.

i think only to lay before you at prefent ope more clafs
of peopls who put the queftion in the text, What fhall I
yender to the Lord for all his benefits towards me? I
fhall fuppofe—but there are only a very few of this ftamp
will fuppofe—you were born of wealthy parents, nou=
rifhed up in a Jap of down, received a good education,
a learned and a virtuoys . education ; entered ‘into life,
fhall I fayin full fail, with every advantage of fortune
and friends that you could with; went through that dan-
gerous ‘ocean unhurt; kept your virtue, your integrity,
and your piety to God, till now; ‘and 1" will fuppofe to-
night, that you are in the happy condition of 'a kind-of
carthly alien;, without a ftain upon your life, without any
guilt upon your ‘confcience, in the enjoyment of the favour
and friendfhip of God 3 a chofen child, bleft with the blef-
fings of the upper and nether {prings; or, tofpeak with-
out a figure, bleft with every thing in thjs life that you
can wifh for; or is.good for you ; and bleft with a profpect,
a well-grounded profpedt, of a= glorious 'immortality.
When we {urround you, do we not naturally fay, What
fhall this man, this rich, this happy, this good, this dif=

_tinguifhed man, who Has been‘freed from all that has
troubled me every'day of my life—~what fhall' this man
render to the-'Lord for all his benefits towards him?
Even the charity-children could fay, ‘that ‘man owes to
God the homage of his body, he owes to God the ufe of
his fortune, ‘he owes to God the tribute of his lips, he
owes to God his whole felf ; it is juft and right that he

fhould
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fhould render to God every thing that he has; as expref~
five of his obligations for the benefits he has received. I
leave the wealthy gentleman to think within himfelf, in
what manner he ought to condu& himfelf upon this oc-
~cafion. Oh, barbarian ! can you pafs thofe poor things,
and leave envy to fofter in their bofoms while you excite
them to complain ; he has it in his power to fupport forty
of us, and has not the will to fupport one of us, even for
a fortnight, fo callous is his heart. God forbid we
fhould make fuch refle®ions ! Brethren, let us one and
all perform the work that Providence has laid before us;
and let us do it by faying and feeling the language of our
text, What thall I render to the Lord for all his benefits
towards us ! '

I will take the cup of falvation, that is one thing; I
will pay my vows in the prefence of all his people; that
is another thing. Itis an unjuft man that takes all and
pays nothing : he is the uniform Chriftian, who firft takes
the gifts which his heavenly Father beftows, andthen re-
turns them, with a generous -and liberal hand, to the ufe
of his fellow-creatures, for whofe fake he was entrufted
with them.. o

My brethren, allow me for once to fay what ftrikes
me-upon this fubject: I {fometimes carry my thoughts
forward to the end of this world, to the end of all our
meetings, to the end of all cities, to the end of all man-
kind. I place all the univerfe before the great Judge. [
behold, on one fide, thofe whom he ¢alls the theep, that
is, a people inftruéled by his Gofpel, direCted by his law,
and founding their hopes upon his promifes. Oh,whata
family! Heoverlooks them all, and can fay of every one
of them, Thisisa creation of life; I made this ignorant
man wife,. I made this wicked man good, I faved this man
from the mifery into which his own vices had plunged him
and now I furvey this new world, as the Creator did of old,
and I pronounce it all verygood ; it is'a good one, it is a
large one, it is wifely done, it is well done ;' do not re-
pent of it ; enter you, my difeiples, into the joy of your
Lord. Now I turn my eyes to his family ; and I fhall not
ftrain the point if I fay, that their hearts all burn with the
language and fentiments of my text, What fhall I render
to the LLord for all his benefits towards me? Oh, kind
and blefled Saviour, didft thou come down into this our
world, and live among us? Oh, patient Mafter, didft
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thou bear with the fchool of which thou wert the in-
frruétor? Didft thou bear with them when they forgot
their leffon, and didft thou teach it them again? My
brethren, let us enter intq the feelings of the church of
that day, and give Jefus Chrift what’we ought to give
him—honour.and glory for ever and ever. Amen,

A CONFESSION OF FAITH,
Delivered by the Reyerend Josern WeBS, at his Ordinationy to the
Paftoral Charge of ths Particular Baptift Church, in Tiverton, Devon.
November 4, 1801%,

I WISH to be always ready to give an account of the hope
that is in me, with meeknefs and fear; and, therefore,
will endeavour to be as explicit as I am able, in a ftatement of
thofe things which I firmly believe.

When 1 confider the conftitution of my own frame, my fel-
low beings, and the wide {yftem of nature, I can clearly trace
the operations of fome infinite agent, and evident marks of
almighty power, of confummate wifdom, of unbounded love.
‘This all-forming agent I denominate God. Yet he is com-
pletely invifible to my corporeal fight ; and muft have exifted
before thefe great produtions of his hand—muft be prelent
with every part of his creation; and haye perfe& knowledge
of every event that tran{pires; and therefore I conclude he
muft be a {piritual, eternal, omniprefent, and omnifcient be-
ing. I trace his continued,interpofition and governance in
the natural world, and fuppofe he muft be equally the Go-
vernor of évery thing elfe that is capable of being governed,
—of his rational creatures, and themoral world. Thatto him,
therefore, we are accountablé for our condu& and our
thoughts ; ‘and that our beft interells are effentiaily involved
in our proper views -of God,-and in. our difpofitions to-
wards his divine charaBter. 'The works of nature and the
diftates of fallible reafon do not furnith information on
this fubje@ ‘adequate to my wants. The prefent flate of
human_nature, and the many and eflential defedls in all the
merely-human fyflems of religion that have hitherto been
publithed, render it infinitely defirable, that God would
grant us fome exprefs communication from himfelf of thofe
truths which it is for our higheft intereft to kaow, of his cha=
raéter, of his will, of our . prefent fitoation, and our future
deftiny. '

I bZlieve his goodnefs has induced him to-make fuch-a re-
velation, which, on what I account to be fufficient evidence,
I take to be contained in the Holy Bible. I receive every
feparate book of the Old and New Teftament as the un-
doubted word of God ; and the whole as given on purpofeto

® See an-Account of his Ordination in page 857 of this volume.
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be the entire dire&tory of my faith and pra&ice; and that
by the diftates of this facred code alone I muft ftand eor fall
before God. Entire freedom of -opinion, in matters of reli-
gion, I claim for myfelf;.and apprehend it to be the birth-
fight of every human being. I would be influenced by no
decreés of aythority, or the opinions of any man, or body of
men; 1 regard myfelf as accountable to God alone ; Tac-
knowledge no other vifible guide in religion but the Bible—
the Bible only fhall be my religion. Convinced of its divine
‘original, I view myfelf obliged to receive for truth:every
thing it afferts, and to rejett every thing which it does not
fairly avow. N
On perufing that facred volume, I find the traths I had be-

fore conjectured, refpeiting the divine charadler, corroborated
and augmented.” The natore and manner of the divine
exiftence, in its fimpleft form, quite furpafs my comprehen-
fion; I can only apprehend a plain flatement of facts on fo
infinitely myfterious and fublime a fubjet :—that there is one
only God, poffefled to the full of all thofe natural and mo-
ral perfections which conftitute Deity :—that he fubfifts under
the three-fold charalter of Father, Word, and Spirit:—that
there are three that bear record in. heaven—the Father, tbe Word,
and the Holy Ghoff 5 and that thefe three are one. 'This I receive
{fimply on the authority of the Bible, whofe Author alone can
comprehend and defcribe his own divine charaéter. - This
God—Father, Son, and Spirit—the one living and true
God, I receive and adore as my God.

" This infinitely glorious and holy Being hasappointed a law
for the human race, which confifts in oz ; which enjoins fu-
preme love to God as the fountain of all excellence, and dif-
penfer of all good, and difinterefted benevolence to zan;
and the punétual difcharge -of all thofe duties toward the one
and the other, that {pring from the full exercife of fuch a dif-
pofition. And this law requires.inlefs perfe@ion and complete
conformity, every moment, to all its requifitions, under pain
of everlafting damnation. Here I difcover aninfinitely ma-
jeftic, awfyl, and pure legiflator, and an infinitely ftrit and
impartial law. ~This, though it condemmn me, I receive as
altogether right and proper’; yea, cheerfully admit, that it

i3

15 holy, and juft, and good. . .
This alfo have I found, that God made man upright; but
that he has {fought out many inventions :~—that the firft man
was made after the image of God, in righteoufnefs and true
holinéfs :—that he ftood on the footing of his own perfonal
obedience before Gad, and was the 7ederal head of his pofte-
rity ; able to have ftood, yet capable of falling ; that, fe-
duced by the fuggefions of the devil, {peaking by the fer-
pent,
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pent, he fell from his original, holy, and happy flate, be-
«came liable to death, the righteous cusfe of the broken law,
and to all the awful difpleafure of an offended God,: here
and hereafter :—that in Adam all died ; that fin has entered
into the world, and death by #in; and fo death has pafled
upon all men, for that all have finned :—that the prefent
ftate of every man, by nature and praftice, is that of a finner:
~—that the carnal mind is wholly enmity againft God :—that
all the race of mankind, without exception, are righteoufly
expofed to God’s holy difpleafure ; that they are utterly un-
done and helplefs:—-and thus, that the whole world, having
become guilty before God, is at his fovereign difpofal ; that
their condemnation would be infinitely righteous and ynob-
jeftionable ; and that their dejiverance from itis entirely at
God’s option, and cap originate from nozhing elfe but his
felf-moyving compaffion and grace.

I am alfo informed, that God, out of the infinite loveand
goodnefs that pervade his nature, forefeeing the fall of man,
and all its awful confequences, has provided for the relief of
heman mifery :—and that the covenant of peace was made
between the facred perfons of the adorable Trinity ; in which
the Father engaged, that if the Son would make his foul an
offering for fin, and thus fecure the. honours of the divine
charafter, he fhould fee of the travail of his foul, till the
l‘ai'geﬁ defires of his heart were fatisfied. I rejoice in the
thought, that thus a foundaticn is laid for the complete fal.
vation of an innpmerable company of the human race; and
that a multitude, whom no man can number, fhall thus be
brought to everlafting joy. Here I difcover an ele&tion to
holinefs apd to eyerlafting life, and a particular redemption
of each indiyidval ; and believe that all that the Father has
given to the Son, fhall come to himand be for ever happy ;
but that if all the human race had been given, in exaétly the
fame fenfe, they would all have certainly come and been
happy ; which, alas! 1’s top painfully evident, is far from
being the cafe. ‘

I believe, that when the fulnefs of time was come, God
fent forth his Son, made of 2 woman—made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law :—that this illuftri-
ous perfonage was Jefus of Nazareth ; that he was really and
truly man, poflefling all the powers and feelings of the human
nature, though perfettly exempt from fin; that he was alfo
God with us, in whom dwelt all the fulnefs of the godhead
bodily :—that, therefore, all the holy angels in heaven, and
men on earth,- may worfhip him without idolatry ; yea, that
all men are ftri€tly enjoined to honour the Son even as they
honour the Father:~—that after having {pent his life in the

' moft
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oft perfe&t copformity to that diyine law, by which we are
condemned, ‘and thas teftified his entire approbation of it, he
was, by the hands of wicked men, crucified and flain :—
that he arofe from the dead and aftended into heaven, and
fat down on the right hand of the Majefty on high ; where
he ever liveth, to make interceffion for all who come unto
God by him.

I believe that in his death he was the great facrifice for fin:
ghat the blood of Chrift was fhed for the remiffion of fins :=—
that the death of Chrift in the ftead of finners, holdsout the
only poffible means of falvation :—that by it all the demands
of the holy law, which God could never relinquith, and all
the énds of good government, are as effeually and as ho-
pourably aniwered; as by the death of the finner himfelf:—
that all’the unalterable perfeftions of the divine nature have
the fulleft exercife, the moft honourable attention to their
refpedtive claims, and are everlattingly fecured in the com-
pleteft harmony, while yet the guilty are made partakers of
thekingdom of God : thatwifdom, power, holinefs, and juftice,
are exalred to the higheft, while mercy is equally difplayed ;
fo that God can be infinitely juft, while, for the fake of
Chrift, ke exercifes the- freeff, moft affetionate, and exten-
five forgivenefs to thémoft guilty and hell-deferving.

Moreover, that all finners, without limitation to time, to
place, ‘or ‘to charaller, are welcomed by the Gofpel; yea,
invited and befought to come and take of thefe bleflings
freely, and in this way he reconciled to God :—that whoever
comes and cordially émbraces thefe invitations, who juftifies
God and approves his law, givés up every claim and looks
only to the free grace of God'through Jefus Chrift for falva-
tion—thall be affuredly dccepted :—that he that believeth
fhall be faved, while'he that believeth not thall be damned :
and that as thefe propofals are made to every one that hath
ears to hear, {o’tis the bounden duty of each one fully to
credit, and cordially to approve and embrace them; and
that he that believeth not is condemned alréady, becaunfe he
hath notbelieved ‘on the name of the Son of God :—I under-
ftand, ‘alfo, that thefe invitations of. the Gofpel are the only
and the  fiifficient ‘warrant for a finner to believe on Jefus
Chrift for falvations aud I apprehend that it is nothing but
an evil hedrt of unbelief, a wicked, inexcufable heart, that
prevents men froni embracing the Gofpel.

I believe, that except 4 man be born again, he cannot fee
the kingdom ‘of God :—that the heart of every man needs to
bechanged, and turned frdm the power of Satan to God :—
and that the carnal mind muft be reconciled to God fo as
heartily to love and approve his chara&ter, law, and govern-

ment;
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ment ; to take God for his God, and be cordially defirous of
fubmitting to the whole of his will :—that this can be ac-
complifhed by “the powerful influences of the Holy Spirit
alope :—that he - alone can convince of fin, of righteoufnef(s,
and of judgment, and take of the things of Chriit and{av-
ingly apply them to the heart:—that as he has begun the
work, fo, if it advance, he muft carry it on; and thus, that
every thing good in us, through every period of our lives,
is an cffe@t of the operation of that felf-fame Spirit who
worketh in us to will and 1o do of his own good pleafure.

1 apprehend, that wherever true repentance and conver-
fion have taken place, there will be a fixed abhorrence offin ;
a {pirit of ardent love to an infinitely lovely God, of lively
gratitude for his perfonal favours, and of unreferved and uni-
verfal obedience. Holinefs of heart and holinefs of life, to
theend that God may be glorified, I take to be the leading
features of the Chriftian character :—that the moral law con-
Xaified in the two great commandments, as enlarged in the ten
commandments, and explained in our Lord’s {ermon on the
mount, is to.be the great rule of our condu and difpofitions:
and that whoever a&ts conftantly and allowedly, and from
the bent of his heart, contrary to this rule, to this great teft
of true religion, has no fear of God before hiseyes.

Ilearn, that every one who cordially complies with the in-
vitations of the Gofpel, and returns to God by Jefus Chrift,
depending entirely on his blood and righteoufnefs as the only
ground of our hape of acceptance, is pardoned and juftified
before God, and adopted into his family :—that he has a title
to all the promifes and bleflings of the Gofpel :—that the
Holy Spirit dwells in his heart :~—that God -has engaged to
be, in a peculiar manner; his God ;.to fupply all his need,
and to perform the good work he has begun in him, to the
day of Chrift Jefus:—and hence I hold the certainty of his
final perfeverance through faith and holinefs to complete fal-
vation.

" 1 believe, that Jefus Chrift is fole king in.Zion, and that he
alone poffeffes the {fupreme authority in his church :=—that all
claims of exclufive delegation to a& in his name are anti-
chriftian :—and that his kingdom is not of this world :~—that
Chriftian worfhip confifts of prayer and praife, which, with all
other aéts of obedience, are accepted of God only for the fake
of Chrift, and are rendered prevalent by his interceflion 1
that the obfervance of the Chriftian fabbath for this purpofe,
and the expofition of the word of Ged in it, is of the ftrongeft
moral ebligation :—that the vifible church of Chrift confifis
only-of protefled believers on his name :5~that their great bond
of union is brotherly love :—that they are properly organized

with
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with paftors and deacons, and where each one ‘is.concerned
to promote the greateft good “of the whole :—that they are
fully competent-of themfelves, and independant of all other
focieties, to the management of their own internal concerns:
that it is their bounden duty to watch over each otherin
love; and to reprove, {ufpend, or exclude, from all ordi-
pances of f{pecial communion with them, thofe members
whofe opinions they deem effentially erroneous, or whofe
conduét is unbecoming the Gofpel.

Morcover, that Jefus Chrift has appointed two pofitive
inftitutions in his church—Baptifmand the Lord’s Supper :—
that the former of thefe is the folemn immerfion in water of
perfons making a credible profefion of repentance ‘toward
God,. and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, to repre-
fent the death, burial, and refurre@ion of Chrift, the com-
munion his people have with him in his fufferings, and their
defire to die indeed uato fin, and rife to newnefs of life: that.
noother can be lawfully baptized ; that nothing elfe is baptifm ;
and that the Jaszer is the religious ufing of bread and wine in
remembrance of Chrift, as an emblem of his body broken and
his blood fhed for the remiffion of fins ; by which we profefs,
that we as much depend on him for f{piritual life, as-on our
daily bread for the natural. _

I believe that the foul of man is immortal, and that there is
a ftate of rewards and punifhments beyond this life :—that at
death the faints depart hence to be with Chrift, which is far
better ; and that the wicked die and are ‘buried, yet in hell
Iift up their eyes in torments :—that the prefent {yftem of
this world thall come to an end; ard that all its inhabitants,
paft, prefent, and to come, fhall folemnly give an accountof
themfelves to God, at the judgment-feat of Chrift :—that for
this purpofe, the bodies of all the dead, though moulderedin
the grave, wifl be raifed from the tomb, and endowed with
life and fenfation :—and that then the feparate portions of
each of the affembled multitude will be affigned to them, ac-
cording to their charafters, by the judge; who will {ay to the
righteous, ¢¢ Come, ye blefled of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world ;7 but to the.wicked, ¢ Depart from me, ye curfed,

‘into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:”
and thefe fhall go away into everlafting punifhment, bat the
righteous into life eternal.

Thefe things, Sir, with their neceflaty implications, I take
to be fairly deducible from the Scriptures, My religious fen-
timents, "I think, have been formed with care from the word
of God. They are the refult of as much difpaffionate enquiry
and refletion as I am capable of exercifing ; and, Itruft, I

am
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am in fome ineafure eftablifhed in a' convition of their truth
and confiftency. [ wiflito cultivate a {pirit of Chriftian love
toward all-who in any refpeét differ from my opinions; ever
remembering, that not to me, but to their own mafter they
ftand or fall; and would heartily fay, ¢¢'Grace be with all
them that love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity.” I pretend
not to be infallible, or to have difcovered every thing con-
tained in the Scriptures: I wifh to make all the enquiries in:
my power ; to admit nothing for trurh but what may be fairly
fhown tobetanght in the Biblesyettolie open to freth inftruétion,
and continual improvement, let it come from what quarter it
may. And.above all, I would make it my conftant prayer to
God, the great fountain of wifdom, that he would lead me to
the proper and full apprehenfion ofall the trath asit is in Jefus.
Thefe views of what I conceive to be truth, have been, I
think, the theme of my miniftry hitherto, and I with to make
them hereafter the bafis of all the public inftru®ions I may be
enabled to deliver. I defire to know nothing among this
people but' Jefus Chrift, and him craocified. And let me re-
queft a fhare in the prayers of all the minifters and people
prefent, thatI may be fo affifted ever to preach the Gofpel,
a3 both to fave myfelf and them that hear me ; that I may be
kept faithful unto death; and that I may run not in vain,
nor labour in vain.

FORMATION

OF THE

PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCH
AT BRENTFORD, MIDDLELSEX.

N the courfe of divine providence, afew Baptift friends,
I having their lot caft at Brentford, engaged a houfe on the
weft fide of the market-place. They duly regiftered it as a
place of worfhip; and it was opened by Mr. Sandys, June
30, 1799. They have fince been fupplied by various mi-
nifters,

The word preached having been accompanied with a di-
vine blefing, and there appearing to be a profpeé of fuccefs,
the friends agreed, on February 1, 180z, that a church
thould be. formed as foon as convenient ; and, on March the
11th, feven perfons were baptized at Hammerfmith, by Mr.
Mofes Fifher, who preached from A&s ii. 41; and on April
the 15th, twelve baptized perfons folemnly formed them-
felves into achurch of Chrift, of the denomination 6f Particu-
lar Baptifts, when' their church covenant and articles of
faith were read and figned by each of the friends. o

it
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On the morrow, April the 16th, four perfons from Brent-
ford were baptized by Mr. Fifher, at Hammerimith, in the
morning, at ten o’clack ; when Mr. Uppadine preached from
Eph. iv. 5 ; andat three o’clock the formation of the church was
publicly recognized. Mr. Hutchings, of Unicorn-yard, intro-
duced the bufinefs by reading an appropriate portion of Scrip-
tare. He then called upon the church to know what fteps they
hadtaken; when, by their requeft, Mr. Rifher perfonated the
church, and read their covenant. They then fignified their
folemn wnion and agreement, by the lifting up of their right
hands. Mr. Hutchings then addrefled them in a very fuitable
and affe®ionate manner, and engaged in prayer; after
which, Mr. Keeble, of Blandford-fireet, preached from
3 Tim iii. 15, and concluded the fervice.

N. B. One of the perfons baptized has been halfa century
in the ways of God, and is upwards of eighty-two years of
age ; fhe went comfortably through the ordinance, and ex-
prefled great joy and fausfaltion in attending it. It wasa
good day.

Extralt of a Letter froma MINI1sTBR OF THE EsTABLISH-
MENT 20 bis Brother, avbo had been lately baptized and admit-
ted a Member of the above-mentioned Church,

~ April, 180z.
MY DEAR BROTHER,

IHEARD, fome time ago, from Mr.——, that you were
well, and had publicly united yourfelf to the Baptifts, by re-
ceiving the firlt facrament from their hands. Whatever you
do, and wherever you go, and to whatever denomination you
attach yourfelf, may the Lord be with you! May you in.
creafe in grace on earth, and finally meet the dear Saviour
of your foul in heaven!

The time approaches when we talked \of paying
avifit; but the nearer an objel is brought. to the eye, the
greater its magnitude appears, The difficulties ofattending
Jfuch a journey {eem infurmountable, and already we regard it
as merely a pofible thing, Another fummer, if it pleafe a mer«
ciful God to preferve us fo long, we think will do better.
‘Fimes are beginuing to mend, and we may then have a gui-
nea to fpare. But yox are a traveller, The man who has
croffed the Alps will regard the diftance between —-— and
———only as a morning’s walk ; and {ome time or other, there-
fore, this fummer, we thalllook for you here. I have lately had
my hands full of work, All laft week —— in the morning,
and one of the in the evening ; the intermediate time
occupied by Greek and Latin, I wifh to affure you, that I
have taken the very firt morning I have for fome time paft

had
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had to myfelf, to devote a part of it to you. Itisnow half
after fix (you fee I am an early rifer), and having already at-
tended to my pupil, | am now enjoying the opportunity of
attending to my brother and my friend.

You have done well in laying afide your forms of prayer,
and clothing your own feelings in your own'language. You
are pleafed to afk me to furnifh you with a few hints on this
fubjet. I truly think you need them not. Such an ac-
quaintance with Scripture as you have will furnith you with
proper language ; and the feelings of your own heart, or
rather the Spirit of God, who I truft dwells there, will teach
you what you want and what you fhould implore. Should
you lay your hands on Doddridge’s fermons on regeneration,
I think you will efteem them a treafure : what I have read
of them has delighted, and I hope fomewhat profited my foul.
I am beginning to read a borrowed book, which promifes
me great pleafure, and, by God’s blefling, edification alfo—
¢ Booth’s Reign of Grace.” ' You know the man, and moft
probably are well acquainted with the book. Our poor fa-
ther and mother, after having fpent’a month with us, returned
to this day laft week. You cannot but know how
great an afllition it muft be to me, to fee thofe who are na-
turally fo near and dear to me, fitting in grofs darknefs, and
abiding "in the fhadow of death. I know not what to do
‘when they are with me. Whatever is likely to be attended
with fuccefs I attempt. The event muft be left to God.

Bleffed be the Lord for peace—Let us praife Him alfo for
- plenty too! The full benefits and due confequences of thefe
bleflings we do” not yet, indeed, experience ; but fhould.it
pleafe the great Difpofer of all things to continue to us tran-
quillity, and to increafe again the fruits of the earth, the
wickedneft of man will not, Iapprehend, be able to rob usof
the bounty of God.

Yours moft affettionately,
W. W,

———

Beaufort, Soush Carolina, March 18, 1802.
DEAR DR. RIPPON, ‘

Being in Charlefton, in December laft, I received from Dr.
Furman the Life of good old Mr. Lepard, for which you
have now my thanks. Your Propofals for printing by fub-
fcription the Hiftory of Banhill-fields Burying-ground were
alfo received, and I have procured you a refpeable lift of
fubfcribers towardsit. Their names I now fend you enclofed.
The work will be novel, pleafing, and, no doubt, highly in~
terefting ; efpecially 1o thofe who have friends interred hin

that
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that cemetery. I wifh you all poffible fuccefs in the impor-
tant undertaking.

At prefent we, in this part of America, have to mourn the
languithing ftate of religion. "The pleafures of this wicked
world have too powerful an influence pver the minds of peo-
ple in general ; eéven fome profeffors of religion have become
very lukewarm and inactive in their mafter’s fervice. In the
churches where - I flatedly preach, viz. in this liitle town,
and at the Euhaw, Upper Indian Land, we-have experienced
no veiy remarkable revivals. But, during the courfe of the
laft year, I baptized thirty-two, all poor uclettered negroes
excepting one. Many of Africa’s fable fons have reafon to
blefs God for the Gofpel. The greater part-of my church
is compofed of thefe poor creatures. God has been pleafed
to blefs my unworthy labours to the awakening of many of
them.

It rejoices my lieart to hear any poor foul enquiring the way
towards Zion. No doubt, ere now, you have heard of the
wonderful revival of religion in the State of Kentacky. God
has, in a moft furprifing ‘maunner, difplayed his glory and his
goodunefs among the inhabitants of that State. Hundreds on-
der one fermon have been pricked in theirhearts, and thou-
fands, in the courfe of a few months, have beeh hopefully
converted unto God. But, left you have not yet been in-
formed of this great work, 1 fend you an account of it, taken
from the Charlefton Gazette.

I have fome thoughts of publifhing memoirs of my father,
with his letters annexed. Perhaps it would be no unpleafant
fight to many of his friends in England, to fee his letters ap-
‘pear in public. If I meet with-encouragement, it is very
probable they will be publifhed the firft of the next year.
This is a tribute of refped due to the memory of a'much-
loved parent. Hope, as they are truly evangelical, fhould

_they be publifhed, they will be a blefling to thofe who may
read them. :

I fball be happy to hear of the fuccefs of the Gofpel in
your part of the world. Wifhing you abundant fuccefs in
the Gofpel vineyard, I remain, &c.

JOSEPH B. COOK.,

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. DR.RoGERSs, of Philgdelphia,
20 Dr. Ritpon.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,

THIS will be handed you by the Rev. Mr. Mafon, a very
popular preacher, of'the Scottith Prefbyterian church in New-
York. Heis a gentleman of learning and piety; as fuch) I

JUNE 1, 1802.] 222 beg
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beg leave to introduce him t6 you, knowing that you will be
pleafed with his minifterial talents, and will be difpofed to
facilitate his acquaintance with our miniftring brethren. His
bufinefs is, I undkrftand, to procure minifters for the vacant
churches of his connexion in the United States.

I am credibly informed, that the baptifins in the State of
‘Kentucky alone, fince the commencement of the late revivals,
amount to upwards of 5000.- In the news-paper enclofed,
you will fee that’ fome impudent feribbler, at Hartford, in
Conredticut, has written very degradingly of our people,
He has been handfomely replied to by Brother Nelfon. How-
ever, in the the year 1793, this infignificact people, ¢ the
dregs of fociety,” had, in our United States, 45 aflociations,
1032 churthes, 1291 minifters, and 73,471 members. Now,
allowing but five bearsrs among the Baptift congregations to
one communicant, in the United States, in 1793, the amount
will be, three hundred and fixty-feven thoufand three hundred
and fifty-five, But the increafe fince 1793, both in our
churches and congregations, is truly aftonithing. We calcu-
late moderately in fetting their whole number at balf amillion.
New meeting-houfes are built and building in various places.
The Lord is for us, and the ordinances, as they were firft de-
livered, muft finally prevail.  Accept much love, and believe
me to be moft cordially your brother,

WM. ROGERS.

If Dr. Rogers’s-conje&ture be well founded—That there
are five times as many hearers as there are members among
the Baptift congregations in the United States—it will aflift us
in forming a judgment of the proportion of the Baptifts to the
whole population of America. By a Census or THE
Uniteo Stavss, publithed in the Wapington National In-
selligencer, of Sept. 16, 1801, it appears that, including
Tenneflee and two other diftricts, of which returns had not
been then made, the.fotal population would be 5,214,801
On this flatement, it would feem that the Baptifts are nearly
one tenth part of the whole. - :

—

75 Dr. Rirron.

D’ Avranches, May 14, 180z,

IN my laft from Paris, I informed you of the deftruion of
religious liberty in France. Ithadfuch an effeft on me, that
1 was confined to my bed for near a fortnight, undera do&or’s
care. WhenI grew better, Mr. D. and I paid 2 vifitto a
fociety of Proteftants, in the village of Wanquetin, one fide
of Amiens, who received us gladly ; but they could not per-

mit

DEARSI R,
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mit Mr. D. to preach, being a foreigner, until they had
a {pecial permiffion from the Mayor of the village, who faid he
would connive at it for a few. times; as the laws in thofe re-
fpe&ts. were not yet enforced. Moft of the focieties of Protef-
tants in France live where there were once flourifhing thurches
before the revocation of the Edi&t of Nantz; or in.thofe-vil.
lages where there were once Proteftant. Noblemen, who had
the Gofpel preached in their chdteaux : but the original
of Proteftantifm at Wanquetin is covered with clouds and
darknefs. About thirty years ago, there were but about three
or four proteftants in the village ; their bibles and books were
burat in the public market-place at Arras, and they were
obliged to make an amende honorable, that is, they were
cloathed in white fheets, with torches in their hands, and were
forced to afk pardon. Thefe violent proceedings drove one
or two of them into England, who turnéd Quakers. By this
perfecution, many of the inhabitants were ftirred up to procure
Bibles and proteftant books from Holland and Switzerland ; and
in 1pite of all the efforts of the clergy, read and judged for
themfelves : the conlequence was, they embraced, with their
families, the Proteftant doétrines ; and, as the time would al-
low, they regularly met together twice every Lord’s Day,
prayed, {ung pfaims and hymns, read the {criptures, Saurin’s
fermons, and other French Proteftant authors. Of late years
they have had a French Proteftant minifter, who vifits and
gives them the communion twice a year. With the exception
of this one minifter’s vifits, their fociety has been’ begun and
increafed, awithout the public preaching of the aword ; their num-
bers'at prefent, men, women and children, are two hundred
and fifty.” They have their public worthip in a fchool-room.
When Mr. D. preached, the place was crowded within and
without, at the windows, doors, &c.~all heard with the deepeft
attention ; many of them exprefled their forsow for the late
ecclefiaftical code, withing they had been left free to choofe
and pay their own minifter, and then’ they would have been
happy to have enjoyed the labours of Mr.D. Many of them,
1 believe, have only a {peculative knowledge ; but there are
others, with feveral of whom I converfed, who, in a judgment
of charity, I conceive are living experimental Chriftians, well
acquaikted with the dofrines of grace. Mr, D. was invited
to preach at ancther village, called Barlit, with which he
complied. Within three or four years this fociety alfo has
been formed, without the public preaching of the aword, by lay-
men reading fermons and the Bible. Their sumber is forty.
When we came, - there were two rooms full of pecple waiting
to hear the word, and fome crowded round the windows, feem-
ing to hunger and thirft aftér the bread of life, and their houfes
and hearts were open, . In about eight leagues, in'that part
227 2 of
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of the country, there are tex little focieties of Proteftants with-
out 2 minifter ; and I am informed of villages near Valenq
ciennes, where there are a thoufand Proteftants in a village.
About three leagues from Dieppe, the Proteftant minifter at
Rouen informed us, there is a large flourithing fociety of
Proteftants, at prefent deftitate, and in great want of 2 minifter.
The number of Protefants in France, at prefent, upon the beft
calculation, are THREE miLvLions. 'They have been num-
bered by Government. Was there a cemplete toleration in
France, there is certainly a Jarge field for ufefulnefs. But as
Mr. D. being 2 foreigner, could not preach withaut fpecial
permiiflion, the laws being againft him in thefe refpedts, it was
impoffible to fettle him in any Proteftant church. Therefore,
after well weighing the matter, I judged it upon the whole
beft to return with him as quick as poffible to Jerfey. May the
great Head of the Church blefs the endeavours of his faithful
fervant, that it may appear in the great day that his preaching,
in that kingdom, was not in vain! May the drop become a
fiream, the ftream a river, and the river a fea! The promifes
of the latter-day glory muft be accomplifhed, whatever feeming
difficulties or impoffibilities lie in the way. On this faith refts.
Our feeble efforts for the permanent introduétion and eftablith-
-ment of the Gofpel in France, which feemed to promife great
things, like the French revolution, have failed, and all is appa-
rently loft ; but when I reflect, it gives me confolation to think
that all, has been done that peflibly could be done in our cir-
cumftances. Not a'ftep has been taken without prayer, and
the deepelt reflexion: fo itis our ‘duty to fubmit to his will,
whofe throne is encompafled with clouds and darknefs, and who
renders no account of his matters to mortals. Another confide~
ration—thoufands upon thoufands have not been fpent, as in
{fome miflionary efforts among the heathens, which at laft have
failed : the whole expence from firft to laft bas been fmall,
Paris {feems more flourithing than the provinces ; bread, in fome
parts, where we pafled, is three pence a pound, in others. two-
pence and two-pence halfpenny—a prodigious price for France,
where there is but little commercer The beggars withina
few months have above doubled ; there are fome country pa~
rifhes, in which there are above five hundred common beggars ;
you cannot move 2 ftep without crowds furrounding you to im-
plore your charity. The broken windows of the churches are
all mending, the images repairing, the bells ringing morning,
noon and night, the priefts returning by thoufands, the poor
perithing for want of bread ; and {uperflition is triumphant.
Had Bonaparte émployed the millions a year that muft' be le-
vied to fupport the Popith Hierarchy in educating and employ-
ing the poor, it would have endeared his name to every lover of
liberty, benevolence.and humanity. After baving taken agg
pai



BEDFORD UNION. 939

paid a paffage for Mr. D. to Jerfey, I thought it beft to ftay
a few days longer in France, that I might have time to tranf-
late and finith the Hiftory of the Proteftant Church at Dieppe,
which Iwill fend on as foon as poffible. There is a very re-
matkable life of a M. Nardin, a French Lutheran Mihifter,
which has never appeared in an Englifh drefs. I mean (God
willing) when I get to Jerfey, to tranflate itinto Englith, and
prepare it for the Regifter.

D’ Avranches, where I now am, is the cheapeft place I have
found in France ; the price of provifions here are as follow :
bread three halfpence a pound, butter fix-pence, beft beef
four-pence, beft veal and mutton two-pence halfpenny, eggs
two-pence halfpenny a dozen, cyder a penny a bottle; good
fowls, from teapence toa fhilling a couple ; lodgings arealfo
cheap.: The wages of mafous, carpenters, &c. is 1s.. 3d.
per.day.. You will fee by the account, that I have purfued
the greateft economy. Rev, Sir, I remain yours,

BEDFORD , UNION,
FOR THE

ENCOURAGEMENT OF VILLAGE WORSHIP.

ET at Bedford, April 28, 1802. The fervice began
1\/1 with finging. Mr. Hogg, of Thrapfton, prayed before
fermon. Mr. Burder, of Coventry, preached from 2 Chron.
30. 12. * Alfo in Judah, the hand of God was to give them
one heart to do the commandment of the King, and of the
Princes, by the word of the Lord.” From this text he made
two obfervations:

Firlk, That the reviwval and fpread of true godlinefs, is a moft
noble objest, worthy to be purfued by all the Lord’s minifiers and
people. It is fo, 11t, Becaufe it is the Lord’s bafinefs and work ;.
2dly, Inafmuch as the falvation of immortal fouls is of inii-
pite importance ; 3dly, Becaufe it engages and ftrengthens
the nobleft graces of God’s Spirit in our own hearts ; 4thly,
Becauf¢ the obje&t has been purfued by the wifeft and beft of
men upon earth ; sthly, The glorious and final reward of
faithful minifters will eventually prove it.

Second Obfervation. - That ananimity in exertions to pro-
mate the Gofpel of Chrift, is both defirable and ufeful, and muft be
always aferibe tod the good hand of God. 'This will promote
mutual acquaintance—mutual information——and -mutual encou-~
ragement : 'and by the union of Chriftians we may hope to
enjoy a larger portion of the Holy Spirit upon our own hearts.

Concluding Refleftions. 1ft, It is of the greateft importance
for Minifters ro purfue this great objeét. 2zdly, Chriftians in
general may afford great help towards it.  3dly, Is the fal_

2223 vatiog
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vation of fouls an obje&t of fuch vaft importance, that aif
God’s people are engaged:to promote it? Of what confe-
quence is it, then, for each of us to be concerned about his
own foul ? _ :
Mr. Claypole, of Thorn, concluded with prayerand the
benedi&ion. . : :
In the afternoon, a conference-meeting was held, at
which the report of the efforts of the Union, for the laft year,
were read, In the evéniiig fervice, Mr. Geard, from Hit-
chin, preached from A&s viii. g—¢ Then Phiiip went down
to the city of Samaria, and preached Chrift unto them.”
. He st confidered in wobat wiews minifters foould be concerned to
" preach Chriff—viz. In the glory of his perfon as God ; as the
alore Mediator betwixt God and man ; in the variaus works
he has performed, is performing, and is to perform ; as the
fom and fubftance of 2ll the Old Teftament prophecies, types,
and promifes, that refpefed the Meffiah; as the author of
that righteoufnefs, by which alone men can be juftified before
. God, and that atonement, without which there could have
been no pardon of fin ; as the fum and fubftance of the cove-
nant of grace, and the procurirg caufe of all its bleflings, in-
cluding the graces of the Holy Spirit; as the fum and fub-
flance of all the promifes of the Gofpel, of the word of God
in general, and of the miniftry thereof; as the fole head of
the church ; as having a peculiar concern in, and being the
very life of, all the duties of religion; as the pracuring
‘canfe of the vitory which his people obtain oyer all their
enemies ; and, of their enjoyment of eternal life itfelf.
. Secondly, Hethen artended 1o the manner inwhich Chrift foould
bepreached. 1, Plainly, and not with enticing words of man’s
wifdom, 2zdly, As the grand end of preaching, in contra-
diftin&ion to {elf being the grand end ; the end as well as the
Subflance, Thirdly, He confidered the reafors awby Chrifp fhould
thus be preached, and the motives that thould animate to it.
ift, It is enjoined upon us by Chrift himfelf. 2dly, This is
the moft likely way to win fouls to him. 3dly, We thall be
accepted of God ourfelves, whether we are ufeful to others
or not. 4thly, This is to imitate the example of the apoftles,
sthly, Becaufe of the account we have to. give to him at laft.
Concluding Remarks. 1ft, Remember what ought te be
the grand fubje& of your miniftry. 2dly, Learn, you that
are hearers, how to judge of preachers. If they do not
“preach Chrift,. they are not worth hearing., 3dly, Have we
not all caufe to lament, who are minifters, that we have not
been more concerned about preaching Chrift ?  4thly, Let us
all remember, that jtis not hearing about Chrift,-nor preach-
ipg about him, that will ftand-us in any ftead, if we are not
' concerned
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concerned to Jive upon him, and alfo to live to him. sthlys
Preachers and hearers fhould folemnly recolle&, that we muft
all ftand before Chrift,” at laft, as our judge, and receive our
final doom at his righteouns lips. 6thly, Wherefore let it be
more than ever our concern to preach Chrift, derive life from
him, live upon him, and live to him.

Recommendation of Dr. Watts's Hymns and Pfalms arranged.

¢ The Members and Friends of the Union oF CuRris-
TIANS, at Bedfird, aflembled at their Annual Meeting,
28 April, 1802, declare hereby their cordial approbation of
the new Arrangement of the Rev. Dr. Waus’s Pfalms and
Hymns, lately publifhed by the Rev. J. Rippon, D.D. and
recommend it to the ufe of their various friends and connec-

tions.” .
Signed by W. Bull, Prefident ;
Samuel Greatheed, Vice- Prefident ;
Samuel Hillyard, Secretary ;
and by a long Lift of other Pafiors, Minifters, and Village
Preachers.
Y

THE STORY OF PLINY’S GOATS
 IMPROVED,
AS A DIRECTION TO THE SHEEP OF CHRIST.

LINY writes of two ill-natured goats.that'met both to.
gether upon a narrow bridge, over a great ftream: the
bridge was {o narrow, that the one could not pafs by the other;
and if they had ftriven, and fought it out, it had bgen prefent
danger of drowning to them both: but at laft, one of them
lying down, and becoming a bridge to the other, both were
faved. The example of that brute beaft may tell'us, itis bet-
ter to let perfons trample upon us fometimes, than, by fquab-
bling and difcord, to endanger the drowning and deftroying
of both ourfelves and others. A man, meditating revenge,
cannot go to God and fay, as Chrift hath taught him, Forgive
us our fins, as we forgive them that trefpafs againft us. If you

fay this petition, with a heart full of revenge,you do nothin

but imprecate a curfe upon yourfelves; and that God woul
deal with you as you deal with your brother: if you pray not,
then God’s vengeance is ready to be poured out, Jer.x. 25 ;
if you do pray, then your prayer is a cart-rope, to pull down
vengeance upon’you. But, fay you, fhoild my neighbour
abufe me at this rate? No, indeed: but becaufe he hath
broken one command, in auronging you, will you break an-
other in malicious revenge againft him ? You anfwer, « Fleth
Z222 4 and
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and blood cannot endure the wrong I fuftain.” T reply,
Fleth and blaod cannot enter into the kingdom. of God:
wherefore if you come there, flefh and blood muft be morti-
fied, and not confulted with. Why, fay you, I fhall be

“reckoned a fool, -2 jot; an idiot, ifI fhould put up with fuch
an affront.  Bot hear; the wifdom of Gud, by the mouth of
Solomon, faith, It is the glory of a manto pafs by an injury. And
what faith your carcal wifdom, in oppoiition to God’s wif-
dom ? Ah! let the world judge as they pleaie, it is a
graater crelit for a2 man to overcome himfelf and his re-
vengefui affeftions, than to overcome his enemies, either at
the bar or in the field. Well, (ay you, I fhall forgive, but I
cagnct forget, Olferve what one remarks in Cyprian, that
thorgh he had an excelleat memory for all things elfe; yet
he could never remember an injury ; fo iJl was his memory
on that {core, which was his excellency. But we may ob~
ferve, on the contrary, that men bave fuch ill memories,
that they forget all things elfe almoft ; yet they have fuch good
memories, that they will remember injuries never fo long ;
yea, they will never forget them, but mind to vefent and re-
venge them, after many years. Afk many a perfon concern-
ing afermon: Alas! I bave the worft memory in the world ;
Yam {o forgetful ;1 would giveany thing for a good memory :
and yet, perhiaps, they will mind an injury twenty years.
Oh ! if God fo forgive our fins as yet not to forget them,
what would become of us !

S————
pm——

A VERY ANIMATED NOTE FROM MR. BOGUE’Q ESSAY ON
THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

s s

« OLNEY, a French infidel of confiderable talents, de-
nies that there ever was fuch a perfon as Jefus
Chrift.  Thote who underftand the nature of moral evidence,
and the very foli meafure of it for the exiftence of Chrift,
muft acknowledze, that for groundieflnefs and prefumption,
Volney’s fentimeut ftands alone among all the bold and daring
things that were ever [poken by any of the fons of men. If -
he do not mean to.fport with his brethren, and try how far
their cred.iity will go, but is really in earneft in his affertion,
I fhall be fupported by every fober mind, in averring that
B:dlam is a habitation for people who have a hundred times
more reafon 3 and that his mania is hoth fo peculiar and fo
inveierate, that no place has yet been ereted fit for the abode
of an unhappy man, who to fucha total derangement, adds
a whole chaos of abfurdity.” ' ‘
Mr. Bogu.’s intercfing publication is fold by Seely and Williams,,
London ; and by Horfey, Portfea. .

ADDRESS
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ADDRESS OF THE PROTESTANT DISSENTERS
TO THE KING,

AND

HIS MA}‘ESTI‘TS ANSIWER.

N confequence of Peace, fo defirable to all the friends of
humanity and of religion, the General Body of the Pro-
teftant Diffenting Minifters, in and about the Cities of Londgn -
and Weftminfter, were regularly fummoned to meet at Dr.
Williams’s T ibrary, in Redcrofs-fireet, May 11, to take into
confideration the propriety of addrefling his Majefty.

The meeting was large and refpeftable. It was agreed,
that an Addre(s fhou!d be prepared.. Dr. Rees and Mr. Jar-
vis, for the Prefbyterians ; Mr. Barber and Mr. Jennings, for
the Congregationalifts ; and Dr. Ripponand Mr. Dan Taylor,
for the dutipedobaptifts, were appointed a committee for the
purpofe. ‘The addrefs was laid before the body, on Tuefday,
May 18; and after paffing through the ufual forms, was ap-
proved; dnd a deputation from each of the denominations
was chofen to prefent it. Dr, Rees, Mr. Barber, and Dr.
Rippon, were then appointed to wait on Lord Pelbam witha
copy of the addrefs, and to learn his Majefty’s pleafure as to
the time of receiving it. o .

The King having appointed Thurfday, May 27, quarter
before two, the Minifters met ar the Library, at eleven
o’clock ; figned the addrefs ; and ma:e their arrangements.
The carriages moved from thence between twelve and one
o’clock ; and the deputation arrived at St. James’s, when the
Univerfity of Oxford was addrefing, and prefently Cam-
bridge. The Diffenters then followed, and were moft gra-
cioufly received by his Majefty, in the clofet; whom they
approached, according to their feniority in the body, without
any preference of denomination.

¢ MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

« X E your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjels, the

" Proteftant Diflenting Miniflers in and about
the Cities' of ‘London and Weftminfter, approach your
Royal Prefence with profound refpect ; to teftify the gra~
titude and fatisfaltion which we feel on the termination
of the calamities of War, and on the reftoration of Peace,
not only to your Majefty’s dominions, but to Europe in
general.

“ We participate the joy which your Majefty muft
have experienced on the prefent happy occafion; and we
are thankful for the refult of thofe operations and coun-
cils which has produced effecls fo interefting to our coun-
try and to the world.
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% We beg leave to exprefs our cordial withes, that the
blefling of Peace may be uninterrupted ; and that it may
conduce to the flability of your Majefty’s Throne, to the
permanence of the Britith Conftitution, and to the in-
creafing profperity of every part of the Britifh Empire,

¢¢ May your Majefty long enjoy the fatisfaction of wit-
nefling the union and welfare of the dominions over
which you prefide, and the prevalence of true religion
and focial order, under the influence of your falutar
councils, through the various nations of the globe ! It
is our earneft wifh, that the bleffings we poflefs, under
your Majefty’s adminiftration, may be preferved, by
your protection, to a diftant period, and tranfmitted, with
every fecurity and increafe of which they are capable, to
future generatiors.
¢ While it fhall be our unremitting endeavour to ex-
tend the influence of the Gofpel of peace and charity,
both by our inftruction and example, and thus to main-
tain the attachment of thofe of your Majefty’s fubjeéts
with whom we are immediately conneéted, to your Ma-
jefty’s perfon, family, and government; it will be our
unfeigned and fervent prayer, that your valuable life may
be long continued; that swhen Providence removes you
hence, you may exchange an earthly for aceleftial crown ;
and that the bleflings which you have perpetuated, may
defcend, in the illuftrious line of your family, to the re-
moteft pofterity.”
Prefented by Abraham Rees, D. D.
' Jofiah Thompfun,
Jofeph Barber,
John Rippon, D.D.
Thomas Morgan,
Thomas Jervis,
James Lindfay, A. M.,
Jjohn Humphrys,
Dan Taylor, .
Alexander Waugh, A M.
James Steven,
JohnEvans, A. M.
John' Goode,
William Wall,
'T. Kentifh,
John Berry,
Jofeph Hughes, A. M.
Thomas Heinekin,
Benjamin Coxhead.
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To this Addrefs bis Majefly was pleafed to give the fallowing
gracious dnfwer ;

« I Recervg, with peculiar pleafure, this dutiful.
and loyal Addrefs, exprefiive of the lively fatisfaltion
which you feel in the refforation of public Peace.

% The juft fenfe you entertain of the blefings which
we enjoy under our moft excellent conftitution, and the
cordial attachment which you manifeft to my perfon,
family, and government, are' highly acceptable to me,
and you may rely upon the continuance of my favour and
proteétion.’’

The Minifters withdrew from the royal prefence, highly
gratified ; and afterwards dined at the London Tavern,
where they fpent the afternoon.in a very agreeable manner;
and unasimoufly agreed, that Dr. Rippon and Mr. Hum-
phrys thould take a room for them,.on the ground-floor, at
the King’s Head, in the Pouliry, where the Diflenting Minifters
and #heir friends, both in town and from the, country, may
meet every Tuefday, from twelve o’clock till three.

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SQCIETY.

T is with pleafure we.announce the recent publication of
I Ne° IX. of the periodical Accounts, fold by Button and
Son, Paternofter-row, London, and which may be had of the
Baptift Brethren io moft of the principal towns in the king-
dom. This Number alfo, we underfland, is: confidered-as
.very _interefting. It contains extra@ls from the letters
and journals of the miffionaries—Iletters from Mr. Carey,
Mr. Marfhman, and Ram Bofhoo, to Dr. Ryland; and from
Mr., Ward to Mr. Morris—Mifcellanecus communications
—Accounts” of the Portuguefe and Armenians—Kriftno’s
difcourfe with a Byragee— Account of Mr. Branfdon’s conver-
fion, written by lumfelf ; and of his afli&ion and death, fur-
nithed by Mr. Ward—with a letter from'the Society to the
miffionaries, and an appendix.

The flate of the Miflion-may be learned from the fol-
lowing letter of the Mifionaries to the Society : it is dated

Serampore, Marth 18, 1801.
‘“ DEARLY-BELOVED BRETHREN,

« YOUR letter, dated April 17, 1800, has cheered and
rejoiced oyr hearts. Prefling and weighty as the motives are
which call.for our utmot diligente and watchfulnefs, we find
their weight increafed by the tender folicitude you manifeft
towards us, It is, we truft, qur conftant defire to fear}clh our

hearts,
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hearts, left there fhould be any latent corruption unnoticed,
any bafe motive indulged, that might caufé the Lord to with-
hold the wofual difplay of his mercy and power: and, con-
fcious of our pronenefs to felf-deception, we defire continually
to ery with David, ¢ Search me, and know my heart; try
me, and know my thoughts; and fee if there be any wicked
way in me.”—We fometimes fhudder left {ome unobferved
fin fhould deprive us of the Lord’s blefling on our }abeurs,
and make us acceffary to the deftru&ion of milliors of {ouls.
Oh, brethren! we feel our fituation peculiarly awful, and
rendered fill more fo by the repeated ftrokes of our Re-
deemer’s hand.

‘¢ But we defire to adore his name, that he has been plea-
fed at length to appear and take away our reproach. In our
laft public letter we informed you, that zwo Hindoos, a man
and 2 woman, had put on our Lord Jefus Chrift by aﬁublic
profeflion; and on Lord’s day, Feb. 22, two other Hindoo
women, one of them Rafeo, the wife of our dear brother
Kriftno, the ‘other Unno, 2 widow of about forty, were fo-
lemnly baptized in the river oppofite our houfe.  Thus hath
it pleafed our gracious Lord to increafe our little focicty with
fix.in two months: three brethren, Kriftno, Fernandez, and
Felix Carey ; and three fifters, Joymooni, Rafoo, and Unno.
On viewing what the Lord has done for us thefe laft twelve
months, we are humbled and filled with joyful hope: for be-
fides thofe added to our church, he has beea pleafed to blefs
his word to two, if not three Europeans; one of whom is
firice dead. He has enabled us to finifh the New Teftament ;
to fpeak the word much more abundantly than in any pre-
ceding year, and to contribute fomething by the labour of
our own hands towards alleviating the heavy burden which
our dear friends in England fo geseroufly bear.

¢ We have hitherto had great confolation from the rircum-
fpe& and zealoss condu@ of our' Hindoo friends. Though
they are plain, fimple people, and the greater part of them
women, yet they have been enabled to defpife caft, to with-
ftand the reproaches, ridicule, and even perfecution of their
neighbours and countrymen, and to fpeak boldly the word of
cur Lord jefus Chrift to them who know not the trath. We
bave great hope that two or three others, wrought upon by
their example and exhortations, mre beginning to think of
turning from durab idols to ferve the living and true God.

¢ The cppofition manifefted immediately on the baptifm of
our friends is fomewhat fubfided ; and though many treat
the word with difdain, yet we are encouraged to fpeak much
more boldly to them, and feel an increafing perfuafion that
. the Lord will win many trophies, even from among this_ide-

’ latrous
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iatrous nation. At the time alluded to, however, all the
children of our Bengallee fchool left us; the parents being

offeffed with fear of their becoming Chriftians. Since which
we' have not thought it expedient 1o renew it, confining our-,
felves for the prefent wholly to Kriltno’s family. He has four
daughters, one of whom about fourteen, feems to be looking
very earncftly towards Zion : we employ a perfon to inftruét
thele, and our three Hindoo fifters, who are very defirous of
learning to read the holy feriptures.

¢ We have great reafon to blefsthe God of peace, for pre-

ferving and increafing among us a.pirit of brotherly love.
United in the fame caufe, we drink into one f{pirit, and are
fometimes ' enabled to losk forward with pleafure to our
eternal home, as to the place where we, with you and-all who
follow the Lamb, fhall fit down together and recount the
wonders of redeeming love ! This thought endears us afrefh
to each other, and renews more ftrongly the fenfe of our
union ‘'with you.

¢ Confidering the uncertainty of life, the bereavements we

have already fuftained, and the threatening illnefs of brother
Brunfdon, we think it highly expedient that you fhould fend
out two more brethren as foon as convenient. As it is our
wifdom to conginue together in one family, (though we can
itinerate to a-confiderable diftance alternately) thofe amiable
difpofitions which render fociety a bleffing fhould be an object
of ‘the firft magnitude in your choice ‘of a miffionary.
It will be neceffary alfo that one of them fhould be well qua-
lified to take the charge of our fchool, in cafe of Brother Mar-
fham’s removal. T'o cultivate the minds of our own youth,
and bring them forward as much as poffible forthe work of
the miniftry, is of great importance alfo ; and perfons capa-
bleof this will always be .indifpenfably neceffary in our
miflion,
¢« We remain, dear Brethren,
Yoars, &c. &c.

W. Carev.

J.Marsmam.

W. Warb.

Ir a note, p. 200, of this volume of the Periodical Aecounts, the
Sfollowing pleafing fummary is given: ° In little more than
Ctwelve months, God fo blefled the miffion, that two thon-
fand New Teftaments were prioted ; thoufands of fmall evan-

gelical tradts were diftributed ; the chain of the caf? was bro.
ken ; the Church, from four, was increafed to fixteen mem-
bers, five of whom were natives ; and there are befides a num-
ber of other very favourable circumftances.”

‘ ' PRAYER
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PRAYER MEETING FOR THE LAST BAPTIST
MISSIONARY SENT OUT.

N Monday evening, May the 1oth, My, Chamberlain, who

had been waiting fome time to go as a Baptift Miffionary

to India, was publicly devoted to the fervice at Dr. Rippon’s
meeting-houfe, in Carter-lane, The brethren—Rippon, of
London; Sleap, of Chefham ; and Sharp, of Briltol, engaged
in prayer; and were followed by Mr. Faller, who laid hands
on Mr. Chamberlain, and was afifted in the folemn aion by
the other paftors. He then addreflfed the amiable Miffionary
in a very jnterefling manner. The charge confifted of cau-
tion and comfore. Part of feveral hymns were fung in the
courfe of the evening, particularly verfes 7, 8, g, 10, 16, 6f
the 4zoth hymn in the Sele&ion; three of which were
written by Mr. Ward, off Margate, when he and his compa-
" nions were on their departure for India, May 28, 17g9. Mr.
Lowell, of Briftol, concluded the fervice of this evening in
prayer; and if we may judge from the general voice, 2
pleafant evening it was indeed. Mr.-Chamberlain and his
wife wereto go by the way of New York. Mr. Fuller ac-
companied them as far as Gravefend, and returned oo the
following Thurfday to London, where he has remained ever
fince, fuccefsfully employed in collefting for the Miffion ; and
has been preaching full -as often as his ﬁrength would permit.

ot gm——

Extra® from a Difeourfe delivered April 6, 1801, before the
New Yorxk MuissionarRYy SoOCIETY, af their Annual
‘Meeting, 4y Jouw ABBEL, A. M. Text—~Hag. ii. 6, and
part of the 7th verfe.

Mr. Abeel, fpeaking of the miffionaries among the Indians,
thus concludes his difcourfe :—

s THE miflionary receives a fair audience. As foon as it
is feen ‘that he hath not come to encroach mpon
their lands, nor to rob them of their furs, the calumet of
peace is put into his'hand; their bofoms glow with grati-
tude for his difinterefled zeal; and whenever he opens to
them ¢ the unfearchable riches of Chrift,” they gather
around him, examine his do&trine with fhrewdnefs, and liften
with attentive curiofity, or deep emotion.
¢ There
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* Their defire of inftru&ion is great éncouragement to
tontinue our efforts: but the ablolute neceffity. of this in-
firoftion, to their everlafting happinefs, would require thefe
efforts with lefs cncouragement; wovld juftify them under
oppofition. It was obferved, in the courfe of the illuftration,
that this is the great motive to miffionary attempts. Itis
the only motive ftrong enough to carry us over the diffi-
culties which muft ever attend the preacher of the crofs;
and it can never be addreffed to the Chriftian without effedt.

« If we fend the Gofpel to the Indians by thofe who love
it, we fhall foften their manners, purify their focial inter-
courfe, and rapidly lead them into the habits of civilized
life. But I repeat again, this is not our leading obje@ ; this’
will never produce the difinterefted, patient, perfevering
exertion neceffary to enfure fuccefs. The falvation-of their
{ouls is our great concern. We preach to them Chrift cruci-
fied, becaufe there is falvation in no other. Brethren, here.
is the point of the argument. 'They are per_iihintg for lack of
knowledge, and this proceeds in a great degree from our fu~
pinenefs, Itistrue we have made fome feeble efforts, and the
fuccefs of thefe has proved our fin in delaying the work fo
long. But how far does our zeal in the duty fall fhort of our
obligations to engage in it? A WHat proportion do our exer-
tions bear to the neceflity of the heathen, or to the means
of the Chriftian church in this land? My brethren, if they
perifh through the want of that inftru&tion which we might
afford them, their blood will be required at our hands. If
we withhold that portion of our fubftance which we mighe
eafily fpare for miffionary purpofes, and with fluggifh indif-
ference dwell in our ceiled houfes, while the houfe of the
Lord lieth wafte, he will blaft ouor comforts. - We may fow
maoch, but we fhall reap little. "'We may ¢ eat, but fhail rot
have enough.”” However great our gains, they will be putinto
¢ a bag with holes.” Say not then, ¢ the time is not come,
the time that the Lord’s houfe fhould be built.” Bat remem-
ber that ye in time paft ¢ were without Chrift,” having no
hope, and without God., Call to mind all that he hath done
for you ; think upon the privileges he has granted you;
reftoration to his favour, the joy of his communion, the
transforming influence of his truth, the bleflings of his houfe,
the fupport of his promifes. . From the pleafant habitation of
Zion, let your imaginations carry you into.the habitations of
cruelty—the wilderne{s where the benighted Indian roams.—
Behold the hoary chief. His enemy fell into his hands, and
he triumphed in every groan which flow torture could produce.
His fon offended him, and he plunged a knife into his bofom;
his aged mother was accufed of witchcraft, and he thought it
lawful to take her life ; his relatives have been flain, and he

thirfts
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thirfls for the blood of the murderers. Weighed down with
forrow-and with years, view him ftretched upon the bed of
death. The Comforter is afar off ; the balm of Gilead hath
never been applied ; no promife is heard to foften the an-
guifh of difeafe. His ooly heaven is the courtry beyond the
hills; its higheft pleafure, food without the toils of the
chafe. The grounds of his hope are the trophies of his
cruelty. I fee him poiot to the number of thefe which hang
around his hut: T hear him charge the youthful warrior to
emulate his deeds, and to revenge him of hisenemies,  The
earthly fcene is clofed ; the awful realities of eternity open
~upon his foul. Oh, how hard muf: it be todie in total uncer-
certainty }—how dreadful under fuch delufion! If you have
feen the demerit of fin, the cafe now prefented will.awaken
all your compaffion. If you have known the value of the
foul, you will not ceafe to pray for its redemption. If you
rightly appreciate the inftruétion, the atonement, the un-
unfearchable riches of Chrift, the heathen fhall not defire
themin vain. If the love of Chrift conitrain you, neither your
fubftance nor your efforts will be wanting to fpread the favour
of his name : and if your faith in his promifes be firm, no dif-
couragements will caufe you to defpond.” From the very
events which threaten the {ubverfion of all human inftitutions,
your hope will derive Rability :—*¢ For thus faith the Lord of
bofls 5 yet once it is.a little while, and Iwill fbake the beavens,
andthe earth, and the fea and the dry land ; and Iawill fhake aff
aations, and the defire of all nations fpall come.”

]

OBITUARY.
REV. JOHN THOMAS, EAST INDIES,

STNCE this theet has been at prefs, Mr. Fuiler has received
a letter;over land, from the Eaft-Indies, which brings the
painful news of the death of ,Mr. John Thomas, the Mif-
fionary. He died at the houfe of Mr. Fernandez, at Dinega-
pore, Oftober 13, 1801. His death was occafioned by a
cold which he took in journeying ; but he finifhed his courfe
very happy in his foul. He has left behind him a wife and
cne danghter in India.

M15s REBECCA MOULDER, OF PHILADELPHEIA,

THE deceafed was daughter of Captain Jofeph Moul-
der ; her mother’s maiden name was Sarah Carlifle : both he-
nourable.and refpeGted members of the Baptift church in hi-
ladelphia, and much efteemed by all who enjoycd the privi-
lege of their acquaintance. -
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Pethaps never had parents more obedient, more affetionate
children—=never children more indulgent parents. . We may,
therefore, fafely conclude, that the fycceffive firokes of .death
muft have been’ feverely felt by the furviving members of tiis
diftinguithed family *.

When Mifs Rebecca was only nine years old, fhe was de-
prived of her beloved father ; * frorh that period,” fays her
amiable fiter, Mrs. Sarah Bright, ¢ fhe renounced all her
¢hildith amufements; and devoted herfelf to her dear {urvi-
ving parént, attending her for nearly two years, during her laft
illnefs, with her pen and bible; with the one fhe fele@ted
thofe confolatory paffages of which the other is full, and
would, in the moft fweet and endearing manner, repeat them
to her affli¢ted mother.”

The following elegiac ftrains will at once afford an idea of
her early acquaintance with the confolatory truths of the
Gofpel, and of her poetical tafte ¢

Sacred the memory. of the beft of friends,

The beft of parents, -and my deareft hope 3
Around the filent tomb fair Friendthip bends,

.And mourns with me my only earthly prop.
Religion’s faireft ornament has fled H

The child of mifery mourns her ‘patron gone
Alas! for me, the's mingled with the dead,

And Anguifh’ now may mark me for her own.
‘Then come with me, ye friends of virtue, <ome,
And drop the tear o'er filent virtue’s tomb.

But vain our forrows for the happy foul

That foars, fupremely bleft, beyond this ftate,
Leaves every mortal care to gain the goal

That will her fufferings fully compenfate.
Dear was this parent to my troubled breaft !

Her counfels guided fafe. my infant years ;
Each painful thought fhe kindly footh'd to reft,

Reftor’d my heart to peace, and dry*d my tears.
Such is the parent loft I—the friend that's gone !

Amanda mourns the lofs in filent grief,

But rufhes forward to the period when

The friendly grave fhall bring the wifh’d relief.
Nor in thegrave is centerd all her hopes 5

She looks beyond it to that blifsful fhore
‘Where life and immortality fhall reign—

Shall reign fupreme, when time fhall be no more.
In this bleft hope my life fhall be ferene;

And when my God thall call 'L freely fly;
My fup fhall fer, noclouds thall intervene,

To rife.refulgent in a milder ky.

* The only furviving children aré, Mrs, Maria Bright,  reli& of Ms.
George Bright, deceafed ; Mrs, $arah Penrofe, wife-of Mr..Samuel Penrofe H
and Mis. Eliza Vogels, relic of Mr. Gerard Vogels. Thefc three, like the
fifter graces, feem united in indiffoluble bonds of affetion.

JUNE I, 1801] AAAA A juft
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A juft o‘iienion of her expesience of the power of diving
grace may be gathered from two of her original letters ; the
one addreffed £6 her minifter, the other to her fifter : the for-
mer was written immediately before her haptifm, in the fum-
mer of 1794, and the latter fome time afterwards:

¢ Ileft you, dear Sir, laft night, I fear with very unfa-
vourable impreflions, in regard to my ftate:of mind. You
will, it is probable, think me entirely unacquainted with the
reality of religion, or the faving knowledge of a Re-
deemer’s righteonfnefs. I wifhed to have opened my heart;
but, at the moment I attempted to Heclare the experience [
have had of the goodnefs of God'to my foul, utterance was
denied me, and a cloud of darknefs involved every comfort-
able idea I had before enjoyed. From the time Ileft you,
my mind was tortured with a thoufand doubts. My God
withdrew his face from me, and left me on the borders of de-
{pair. Surely, thought I, if I had ever experienced the grace
of God in truth, I thould not have been left in fuch a ftate
of darknefs. . Ifpent almoft all the night in fupplicating the
throne of grace for a return of the divine goodnefs, 1 foughs
bim -whom my foul loveth, but 1 found bim not. Y our kind pre-
fent * afforded me no comfort; every thing was as 2 fealed
book. The watches of the night found me drowned in tears,
and my heart' was poured out in prayer, in midnight dark-
nefs ;" yet my. God was not unmindful of me; he fuffered
heavinefs of fpirit to fink me to reft for a few hours. I awoke
«—My mind was aflavlted- with the temptation—You are pre-
{fumptooufly going to force convidtion on yourfelf—you never
knew the power of faving grace—ycu never were interefted
in adying Saviour. 'But-to' give up my only treafure I could
not confent,  Was life the facrifice, how cheap.the purchafe !
I was determined, if I were loft, it thould be at the feet of
JeTus. Twas enabled to plead his righteoufnefs.~I had no-
thing of my own. I could enly fay, Jefus of Nazareth, fave
me !—I could only cry, My Ged, why haft thou forfaken
me? why artthon - fo far from helping me? The God of
compaffion heard my cry, and{pake peace to my foul.. He
calmed the turbulent waves of temptation ; bade my afflicted
foul look .up ta Calvary ; truft her eternal interefts in the
hands of a cracified Saviour; and, following' his fteps,. to
fight the good fight of faith; and through him, who has
overcome death gnd hell, to expe& I fhall come off more
than 3 conqueror. - Is this a delufion? Tell me, my dear
Sir, ifyou thinl; Satan ever led a foul to Chrift for falvation.
Tell me, if you think I ought ever to doubt the goodnefs of

*_ Alleine’s Believer's Triumph, God
td
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God, that has watched -over my infant years, and:early:in
life taught me tq love his paths; he has brought me through
many trials ; and has now raifed me from the gulf of defpair,
with that confeling aflurance, I give unto my Jheep eternal
lifes and they Jhall never gerifh ; neither fhail any pluck them ot
of my bands. What fhall I then fay to thefe things? IfChrift
béfor me, who fhall be againft me? It is God that jufti-
fieth ; who thall condemm ?

« I would, if it were in my power, give my dear Paftor
fome account of the experience I have had in my early
years. I do not recollet the time when I preferred the plea-
fures of the world to the pleafures of seligion.  The aftach-
ment thewn by our blefled Lord to little children, early
made an impreflion on my mind, and in the days of childhood
endeared the name of iIefus to.my heart. AsI increafed
in years, I ‘have had daily calls on me for gratitude to that
God who has given me {o bleffed a hope in the atoning
merits of his dear Son ; and whey, on the fabbath, I faw you
give fo hearty a welcome to the dear children of God, when
I beheld them feated rdund the table of the Lord, I felta
piovus kind of enyy take poflefion of my heart. How did my
heart réproach me for the negle@ of a duty fo delightfull
How painful the refletion, that ], who had fo much caufe ta
adore my Redeemer, thould keep back from declaring his
good;efs, and refufe to glory in the crofs before, the whole
world.

¢¢ I have told you how my mind was exercifed after lea-
ving you. You atk me, if no particular text of Scripture was
applied to me ; I cannot recolleét that there was: the Spirit
of God, I firmly believe, operated powerfylly by its divine
but gradual influence, and gave me a hope,. that though God
had hid his face from me, yet that he would not caft me off.
By the ftrong confidence I feel in a Redeemer’s love, ] can
fay_ it is all my hope; and that there is no name given un-
der heaven by which I expet or c}eﬁre to be faved, but that
of Jefos Chrift the Saviour of finners.

¢¢ [ have to beg you will not think me athamed of the
Gofpel of Chrift, becanfe my voice fails when I attempt to
declare his name. The time will come when,my tongue
fhall fecond my heart, and ‘my voice praife the God of my
{alvation to all mankind. )

. T claim your prayers for the enlivening of my faith,
that I may worfhip my God -in {pirit and infruth; and that
in obeying his commands I'may {ind the heavenly peace:that
the world knoweth not of. May every blefling attend 'you
and your amiable family is the fincere defire of your friend,

b R. M.”
AAAAZ The
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The letter to her fifter is expreffed in the following eafy
and unaffe@ted ftyle:

¢ I have juft returned, my dear fifter, from a delightful
affembly. Like the difciples of old, I arofe with the fun,
and went to find my Redeemer; but, O my fifter, what a
difference in our feelings! they had loft their Mafter, they
were feeking a dead Saviour; but what a joy was mine?
had a living, a rifen God. Is it a prefurmption in me to fay,
I felt as though my Redeemer walked with-me by the way ?
my heart burned within me when he held {weet converfe with
me. Can I ever forget the goodnefs of my God ? Can [
ever be infenfible to the unfpeakable mercies of my adorable
Mafter, who his appeared for me and to me; who has rofe
triumphant over the powers of hell and the . grave; and has
given me the animating hope, through his word, that when
he has done with me in this world, I fhall dwell with him in
glory ? Yet, oh what a wretch am I! how great a fin
againft this extreme goodnefs is my ingratitude ! that though
T have fuch repeated evidences of the condefcending mercies
of my God, I fhonld be {o cold, fo-indifferent to his worthip.
‘What a war is there within me! doing that which I hate,
and tréading thofe paths in which my foul finds noreft! 1
lament my wanderings, and, in the moment of contrition, I
feel that my jefus has done all for me; that although I am
continually offending againft the holy law of God, he has
promifed me forgivenefs through his bleod ; and though I
ftray from him, ?ret he will never leaye nor forfake me,
Blefled promifes! on which I build my hopes; on which my
foul refts her eternalinterefts. May you, my beloved fifter,
féel that in believing in Chyift you fhall not come into con-
demnation, but have ejernal life, &c.

¢ Your fifter in Chrift,
¢ R.M.”

How excellent this cardiphonia ! It is indeed the language
of the heart. Here we clearly perceive the infpiration of the
Almighty, and the refpiration of a regenerate and fan&i-
fied foul.

This amiable young Chriftian appears to have experienced
extraordinary delights in the ordinances of her Saviour ; and
to have ufed thei devoutly, as preparatory to the unclouded
beatific' vifion ‘and' fixed enjoyments of the church trium.
phant ! - Returping home from the laft communion fhe ever
enjoyed on earth, fhe related to a dear young friend her joy
and ‘fatisfaétion at. the table of the Lord, in partaking of the

emblems
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emblems of his dying love; and with peculiar energy repeate
the following lines :
¢¢ And if our fellowfhip below
With Jefus is fo fweet,
‘What heights of rapture fhail we know
‘When Yound his throne we meet ™

concluding with the prefentiment of her {peedy removal—
# Who knows, my friend, but -the next communion I enjoy
will be with my God above }”

Few, very few Chriftians appear to have thought more fa-
miliarly, or to have refleted with greater {atisfattion on the
diffolution of the body. She met death, which frequently
appals the ftouteft hearts, not only with compofire and fere-
nity, but with fortitude and magnanimity. The ftate of her
mind on this folemn {ubjeZ cannot be better reprefented than
by a repetition of her own wifh:

¢¢ Far from this world and all its cares,
Its idle flatteries, foolith fears,

I'd with my thoughts to roam 3
Oh let me mount, on wings of love,
Up to the happy realms above,

T heav'n my only home !

Her mind is alfo fully expreffed in the fubjoined ftrains:
¢¢ I fain would leave thof¢ tranfient joys,
Thofe bufy, meddling, earthly toys

That fill my anxious breaft ;
I fain would fpread my wings, and fly
Torealms of blifs beyond the fky,
‘To find eternal reft.

*Tis all I with or hope for here,

*Tis all arrefts the ftanding tear,
Or checks the yifing figh,

The hope of leaving earthly joys,

That all my better thoughts deftroy,
To dwell above the fky.

To meet thofe friends in joys above,
In realms of light, and life, and love,
Not built-with mortal-hands ;—

Thofe happy fouls I lov’d on earth,
Whiofe hearts gave earlieft friendthip birth,
Nor death could break-its bands.
My lov'd Laurinda meets me there,
Conduéts me to the higheft fphere,
To fing immortal fongs ;
Tojoin in our Redeemer's praife,
And chant in high celeftial lays
‘What to our God belongs.
Thebeftof parents then thall meet,
And welcome to her heavenly feat
The child fhe lov'd fo well ;
‘With fmiles benignant ihe will greet,
Prefent me at my Saviour's feet,
Aand bid me ever dwell.
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‘What happinefs beams on my fight,
Around my heart a gleam of light
Celeftial pleafures throw ;
My foul in raptures longs to join
The angelic hofts, whofe breafts divine
‘With heavenly rapture glow.
Religion’s ways I'1} here attend,
And virtue, too, I'll make my friend,
' ‘Wifdom fhall guide me home ;
‘Wifdom whofe ways are pleafantnefs,
Whofe flowery patis all lead to peace,
From thee I'l} never roam. -
Death’s fharpeft fing fhall blunted be 3
The hope of jmmértality
Shall footh my dying hours ;
My angel-guide fhall whifper peace,
Shall bid eachawfuyl terror ceafe,
And ] fhall figh no more.

We have the pleafure to add, that the clofe of Mifs Moul-
der’s life was confiftent with thefe profeflions ; for, triumph-
ing in ‘the faith of the Gofpel, fhe lived—ihe then ferenely
bade adieu to earth, and flept in the arms of her blefled Re-
deemer.

¢¢ Safe is the lodg’d abgve thefe rolling fpheres,
The baleful influence of whofe giddy dance
Sheds fad viciffitude on all beneath.™

Her remains were depofited in the hurying-ground be-
longing to the Baptift church in Philadelphia, attended by a
numerous affembly of refpe@able citizens and {ympathizing
friends ; and a funeral difcourfe was preached by the Rev,
Mr. Uftick, agreeably to the defire of the furviving fifters,
from 2z Tim. i. 12—Newverthelefs I am not afbamed, for I know
awbom I bave believed; &c.~~words which had been peculiarly
comfortable to her, and which had been expreflfed by her,
towards the laft, with much aflurance,

ON THE DEATH
OF MISS REBECCA MOULDER.

*Tis Jone-—and lov’d Rebecca yields her breath,
But diesin peace, triumphant over death ;

That choiceft flower of heaven, immortal love,
Juft buds on earth, to bloom in worlds above.
She heard, when death triumphant fhook his dart,
The dreadful fummons with a cheerful heart ;
The Saviour’s dying love, bis life well fpent,
Made the heart eafy, and the mind content ;
Suoth’d all her anguifh, foften’d all. her woe,
And brav’d the horrors of her ghattly foe ;

Bade joyous profpeéts all around her rife,

And heav’nly obje@s blefs her clofing eyes.

To worlds, of bleflednefs fhe bent her flight,
And treads th® immortal regions of delight .

POETRY,
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POETRY.

————

THOUGHTS ON DIVINE PROVIDENCE.

ceafiined by the Death of the Rev. Mr. WiLL1aM BRACKETT, Paffor of
the Baptifp Church at Waltham Abbey.

HE ways of God how wond’rous they appear !
To mufe upon his hand, my foul, afpire :
Thro® ev'ry age and each revolving year,
‘The upright gaze, adoring, and admire.
His hand fuftains, his piercing eye furveys
The meaneft beggar, and the haughty king;
Without intent they each fulfil his praife,
And fhare alike the covert of his wing..
By him upheld the brute creation live,
The grov'ling worm fubferves his grand defign ;
Nor can a fparrow fall till he fhall give
A token of his will—=a grant divige.
If thefe are fed and nourifh’d by his-hand,
By him preferv’d with unremitting care,
‘Then how nuch pearer do his children ftand
In his efteem, while of his love they fhare !
For them his hand moves on this great machine,
Controuls all nature for his chofen race 3
Nor-can the leaft obftru@ion intervene
To thwart his fteady purpofes of grace.
Each fleeting moment brings fome new event
That forms a part of his etetnal fcheme ;
The various links unite with one confent
To hail his wildom and his pow’r fupreme.
‘Why, then, behold his ways with partial eye,
And wifh to fever what-the Lord hasjoin’d ?
‘Why thould rbis ftep elate us fondly high, _
And that confufe and overwhelm the mind 2em
Oh; could we bid remaining darknefs flee,
With boundlefs admiration we thould view
The fcatter’d parts unite in one decree,
All perfeét fymmetry, and order true.
Ye faints.bereaved of a faithful friendew
A thepherd whom ye lovid for Jefu’s fake,
Adote the love which did his fervant lend,
Then faid, ¢ A masfien in, my kmgdom take”
His bounds, appointed by the God of grace,
He could nut pafs ; nor was it fit he fhould:
He fought the fight of faith, he ran his race,
And fhouted vi€i'ry while in Josdan's flood.ez
Ye heard him dwell on- God’s eternal love,
His providence and grace, a wond'rous fcheme!
And'thus, though dead, he bids you look above
Thefe ¢hanging fcenes, and make this loveyour theme.
Ye heard him vindicate the ways of God,
Shewmg his judgments to be everright:
H¢ prov'd thé footfteps that his father trod,
Tho'-dark to us, were yeét fupremely bright.,
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And whenye faw him ona dying bed,
The truths he publifh’d fill enploy’d his breath §
He felt his union to his living-head, -~
Nor fuffer’d bondage from the fear of death:
With ftrong affetion did he fpeak of you ;
For you——was willing to have longer ftay’d ;
But not intent on-this, for well he knew
His Lord could build him up without his aidi
May you, in faith and confidence divine,
Implore your King with perfevering cry ;
Nor doubt but he will caufe his face to ihine,
And give a paftor for your rich fupply.
May 20, 1802. S. B.

SIR,

ROM -the public prints we have been infarmed, that on
F the 1zth inftant, at Bofkenna, in Cornwall, died the
Rev, Thomas Will, B. A. ‘aged 62z, late Minifter of Spa-
fields, Silver-ftreet, and Illington Chapels. He was beloved
by thoufands of true Chriftians, nor leaft of all by the perfon
who fends you this note. The ‘few lines which follow were
written by -a’ perfon to whom Mr. Wills was made ufeful. 'T
copied them from a manufcript, about feventeen years ago,
when I ufed to attend his minifiry at Spa-fields. As they
never were printed, I am confident that it would very much
graiify the friends of the dear departed man, if you would in-
{fert them in the Regifter. Yours affetionately,

May 25, 180z, ASIA.
ON THE REV, MR. WILLS.

GREAT WILLS, poflefs’d of every gift and grace
That ever ftamp’d with awe a Curate’s face !

*Tis thine with eloquence the foul to move,

Sink into grief, or foften into love.

Alternate paffions at thy call arife,

Hope, fear fuccceds, or forrow fills the eyes.;,
*Tis thine to preach with harmony and eafe 3

A voice like thine can néver fail to pleafe ;

Thou know’ft the import of each facred line,
And cantt its facred majefty define; -

Th? attending crowd hang on thy heav’n-taught tongue,
As if they liften’d to an-angel’s fong.

O could my. foul, through revelation fee,

Could Idifplay the love of Chrift like thee,

No perfecution fhould my zeal controul,

¥'d found the Saviour’s love from pole to pole.
Goon, great Herald of the mighty God,

And tread the fteps that Paul of Tarfustrod ;
Let no weak fear deprefs thy noble mind,

But greach the word of life to-all mankind ;

Thou haft no hopes of fame, or int'reft, fave

Our peace through life, and blifs beyond the grave 5
O 'nay there on thy raithful work enfue,

Blefs’d comverts, numerous as the morning dew.
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SOME ACCOUNT or tue PROTESTANT CHURCH,

Ar DIEPPE, ixn FRANGCE,

Ftom its Commencement.
Cm———
7% the Rev: Dr, R1ppoN.

REV. SIR,
I SEND you fome account of the Proteftant Chureh at

Dieppe, in'Normandy, from its commencement. As
it was the firft church in France that publicly profeffed
the Gofpel, and has undergone great perfecutions for the
caufe of Chrift, their- hiftory certainly claims attentior.
The following fketch is faithfully extracted from the
memoirs of the city of Dieppe,-depofited in the National
Library at Paris. Amongft a mafs of heterogeneous mat-
ter, I have, with much pains, feleCted, tranflated, and
arranged the fubfequent concife hiftory, entitling it « Some
Account of the Proteftant Church at Dieppe.” Iam obliged
to pafs over many years, in fome parts of the hiftery,
without giving any information during thofe periods,
owing to my fcanty materials. This hiftory alfo relates
more fully the perfecutions, and external circumftances
of the Society, than its internal government. The Pro-
teftants undergoing fuch a long feries of perfecution,
their church-boeks and tranfattions are irrecoverably loft.

Rev. Siry I remain yours,

D’ Avranches, in France, May 20, 1802,

The city of Dieppe, in Normandy, was, before the revo-
cation of the Edi¢t of Nantes, in proportion toits fize, the
moft rich and the moft flourithing city in the kingdom of
France. Great manufatures were carried o inthe wool-
len-clothy bone-lace, ivory, clocks and watches. It fent
every year great numbers of veffels to fith on the coaft of
Newfoundlandy its-merchants traded to three quarters of
the .%lobe 5 its inhabitants were rich and flourifhing ; but,
alas! the impolitic, unjufty and tyrannical Lewis the
Fourteenth, by the advice of the Jefuits, revoked the Edict
of Nantes, by which the Proteftants loft their liberties :
the rich among them fled into England and Holland,

Jury 1, 1802.] BBEBEB carrying
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carrying their riches and induftry with them. ,;I‘he war
that followed with England, completed the ruin of Dieppe.
Though the city is ftull populous, as evcr! village i1s in
France, they have loft all their foreign trade ; the New-
foundland-fifhery, that part of their commerce is all gone
to Havre-de-Grace: the inhabitants are for the moft part
nothing but poor fithermen, who with great difficulty
procure a fcanty fubfiftence. Behold the fad effeCts of
perfecution ! when will governments learn to be wife and
juft? The Proteftant Churchhere had its beginning fo
early as 1557 it was in this year that one Vénable, a tra-
veller and hawker, who fold the books of Calvin, vifited
Dieppe. This iOOd man was deftitute of human learn=
ing, but, like John Bunyan and niany other amiable men,
having great gifts and grace, he thought it his duty to
preach the gofpel wherever he came. The inhabitants
of Dieppe heard him with the greateft attention. The firft
fruits of his miniftry was a widow woman named Bou-
chard, one of the richeft in the woollen-manufaétory ; fhe
induced her workmen to hear: thefe, when converted, per-
fuaded their friends to attend the preaching of the gofpel.
God blefled the laboursof thislay-preacher, Vénable, who
wrote an account of his fuccefs to La Jonchée, Minifter of
the Calvinift Church atRouen. La Jonchée thoughtithis
duty to pay a vifit to the new-born church: he fpent three
weeks at Dieppe, during which period he preached in
the houfes almoft every day. The word had free
courfe, ran, and was glorified; a great number of the
citizens embraced the reformation. No fooner was he
returned to Rouen, than it was his firft care to inform
the great Calvin, then at Geneva, of the abundant harveft
that might be reaped at Dieppe, if labourers were fent to
fow the feed of the Gofpel; but that Vénable, under
whofe miniftry the work was begun, though a ufeful man
in preaching occafionally, was not calculated for a fettled
paftor. The church at Geneva fent another minifter to
fill the place of Vénable : this preacher was made ufeful
to the converfion of ifinners, and to the eftablifhment of
feveral who had believed throughgrace ; and he confentedto
remain with the church at Dieppe, but he informed them
that he could not fix for life, till he had arranged and finithed
his affairs in the province where he was a natives
This minifter died on his journey, and was taken to

glory
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gléryin the midft of his ufefulnefs. Calvin repairedthis lofs
in giving the miffion to 2 M. Delaporte, an eloquent,
learned, pious, and prudent man; a great number alfo
of the citizens, under his miniftry, were converted from
popery 3 but on account of the perfecution, this minifter
preached privately in the night to the lovers of the
gofpel. - The faithful preaching of Chrift; the reading
of the bible tranflated by Olivetan, affifted by Calving
pathetic difcourfes upon the neceflity. of the reformation 3
the foft and melodious finging of the pfalms, put into verfe
by Marot and Beza ; the emphatic recital of the torments
and the triumphant deaths of the Calvinift martyrs, who
then fuffered in France; were the means ufed in the
hands of the Divine Spirit, for the converfion and eftablith~
ment of a great number of the inhabitants of Dieppe.
It is an obfervation of our Lord, that ¢ when the ftrong
man armed keepeth the houfe, his goods ‘are in peace.”
When the God of this world rules in the hearts of the
children of difobedience, leading them whitherfoever he
pf8fes, all is tranquil; but when Satan perceives his
kingdom to be attacked, he roars and rages.

The Popifh clergy at Dieppe perceived, with envy,
the progrefs of the reformation ; but they were illiterate,
ignorant, and unacquainted with the controverfy; fo
diffolute in their manners and debauched in their lives,
not one of them, could cope with the minifter Delaporte.
In their perplexity, they wrote for help to M. the Cardinal
de Bourbon,  Archbifhop of Rouen, a learned clergyman,
to oppofe the preaching of the Calvinift minifter, and to
bring back again, if poffible, to the church of Rome,
thofe who had deferted it. His Eminence fent the Sieur
Adam de Sécuat, one of his grand vicars, with many
others of the learned ecclefiaftics.

On their arrival at Dieppe, they began their miffion
by a general proceffion of the facrament through the ftreets
of the city. The new Calvinifts were!irritated to fuch
a degree, that they were about to infult the priefts in the
ftreetsy and to pluck the Hoft out of the hands of the grand
vicar, if the minifter Delaporte, who forefaw the effeéls,
had not oppofed thefe violent proceedings; and it was
with thie greateft difficulty that he was enabled to retain
their falfe zeal within bounds. Scarcely had the proceffion
finithed in the evening, and the grand vicar and the
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clergy, his companions, retired in the houfe where
they lodged, before near two thoufand perfons of
‘both fexes of the Calvinifts came to the door, finging
the pfalms of Marot. A conduét fo bold frightened the
grand vicar and the clergy, who departed in hafte from
%ieppe the next day early in the morning, Abandoning
their miffion fo precipitately, had all the appearance of a
confeflion of the weaknefs of their-caufe. The Calvinifts
became more enterprifing 3 and a confiderable number  of
the inhabitants, who fuipended their judgment till they
had heard what was to be faid on both fides of the con-
trover{y, without any longer hefitation, joined them«
felves to the Proteftant Church. Admiral de Coligny,
a confirmed Proteftant, one of the greateft men that
France ever produced, was willing to procure the Cal-
wvinifts a fettlement in America, which might ferve them
for an afylum in times of perfecution, and be a means of
the {pread of the gofpel among the Savages; he petitioned
the King for a grant, and he obtained it. "Dieppe was
then a port the moft celebrated in the kingdom for navi-
gation, and by confequence where the Admiral counted
2o find the greateft facilities for the accomplithing his
project. He had recourfe to the merchants and thefailors
of thiscity., A Captain Ribault was charged with the
expedition; this fkilful mariner was a Proteftant, and fo
were the officers and failors. - The armament was com-
_pofed of three large veflels and two fmaller ones, which
were all fitted out in the port of this city, The- fhips
company, with fome volunteers fent by :the Admiral,
formed in all fix hundred men and upwards, who all had
embraced the dotrines of John Calvin. - Ribault failed
from Dieppe, February 15th, 1560. This fkilful captain
did not wander from bis traét, as did the Spaniards ; he
failed nearer to the north, and pafled into the gulf of
Mexico by a paflage much fhorter: he landed on the
north fide of Americay which is called Florida. The
mild climate and the advantageous fituation of the country
pleafed him much, and he found it favourable for the.
eftablithment propofed. 'THhe captain made fmall prefents
to the inhabitants. who appeared affable, but were not nu-
merous; and he was well ‘received - by them. Ribault
employed his men to build a little wooden fort upon the
siver "Toubachir, called Chenonceaux y he alfo ereéted a
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pillar, to which he attached the arms of France. When
thefe works were finithed, the captain faw with regret
that the little provifions that remained would not per-
mit him. to leave in the fort fo many men as was firfk
propofed. Thhis circumftance induced him to reftrain
the number to eighteen; he left them fo much provifion
as he could, referving for his veflels only the neceflary
fupply for their return, and promifed to this little number
there left to vifit them the next year, and to bring many
perfons with abundance of provifions to confolidate
their colony. =~ Ribault being returned to France -was
not able to fulfil his promife; the civil war being
kindled, hindered the execution of his plan. The
eighteen men that remained in the fort, not feeing
any thip arrive to bring. them food at the time ap~
pointed, and which they wanted, had no other methqd
to-fave their lives than to conftruct a kind of raft, upon
which they hoifted a maft and fails, and put to fea to gain
fome port. It was more than eight days that they wanted
food, and they had now killed and eaten one of their
company, in order to poftpone death for fome moments,
with which the famine threatened them, when, by a kind
providence, an Englifh veffel met them, whofe crew;
rouched with compailion for thofe ftarving wretches, took
them aboard and brought them to England, from whence
they returned to Dieppe : thus was this colony broken up,
and the fcheme of an afylum for the French Proteftants in
a time of perfecution totally failed. How often do the
beft concerted plans of goodnefs and benevolence come to
nothing ! Great God, how unfearchable are thy judgments,
and thy ways paft finding out !

It was in this year, 1560, that John Knox, from Scot-
land, vifited Dieppe in his way to Geneva: he was juftly
ftyled the Apoftle of Scotland, being the chief inftrument
in the reformation of the church in that kingdom : he was
‘a man learned, indefatigable in labour, of vehement elo-
quence, and undaunted courage ; he feared the face of no
‘man, being dead to the world, and devoted to God. He
'was fo mighty in prayer, that Queen'Mary of Scotland
ufed to fay, that fhe feared the prayers of John Knox
more than an army of ten thoufand fighting men: in fhort,
he had every qualification that was neceflary to conftitute
a great man and - a reformer. ~Thefe excellencies of his
had merited the efteem and friendfhip of the immortal
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Calvin, who gave him letters of recommendation to the
principal citizens of Dieppe that had embraced the refor-
mation. The inirepid Knox blamed the circumfpetion
of the Calvinift minifter, Delaporte, who held the affem-
blies of worfhip by #ight, as, like, Nicodemus, betraying
the caufe by his timidity. As Knox underftood the
French language fufficiently to preach in it, he gave
orders to publith through the city that he would preach at
#oon-day, which he did in the largeft apartments that the
Proteftants could procure.  Thoufands upon thoufands
came flocking to hear the gofpel; the work of God was
deeperied and enlarged ; finners pricked at the heart, every
where crying out, ¢ What thall we do to be faved ! how
fhall we efcape the damnation of hell 2’ whilft this holy man
daily, in his preaching, pointed out as the only refuge the
Lambof God taking away the fin of the world. The wilder-
nefs bloflomed as the rofe, and the defert was like the well-
watered garden, Dieppe refembled the latter-day glory.
More than half of the inhabitants of the city made a public
profeflion of Calvinifm, with all the zeal and ardour of
new converts. ‘The Popifh clergy were alarmed at the
rogrefs of the gofpel ; the Cardinal de Bourbon came to
f)ieppe with apower to punifb herefy, Immediately on the
arrival of the Archbifhop, the Proteftants, inftead of being
intimidated, doubled their prayer-meetings and preaching.
When bis Eminence appeared in the fireets, the Protef-
tants had the boldnefs to repeat, in his face, the farcafms
that then run againft the Pope, the Cardinals, and the
Bifthops. This prelate believing he was not in fafety
with perfons of fuch defcriptions, departed from Dieppe
without having made a fingle effort of his power. The firft
of June thisyear, 1§60, the Calvinifts held a confiftory,
in which it'was decreed, that they fhould.prefent a
petition to the Sieur des Forts, and to the Mayor and
Sheriffs of the city, for permiffion not to be obliged to
celebrate the popifh feafts, for liberty to preach in the
day, and to bury their dead in a particular place wtich
fhould be afligned to them. It is ealy to conceive how
Calvinifm reigned in Dieppe, as the confiftory had the
boldnefs to prefent this petition, whilft the public
exercife of the reformed religion was not yet tolerated in
the kingdom ; for it obtained not that advantage till the
¢dict of the month of January, 3562: neverthelefs their
petition
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petition was granted, and they had half the burying ground
belonging to Saint James’s church to bury their dead,
Knox being returned to Scotland, the minifter Delaporte
found the work too great for him to preach and inftruct
fuch. a great number ‘of profelytes that were converted
from Popery. The Proteftants deputed to Geneva, Le
Sieur Mathieu Heudes, Seigneur de Veulles, to folicit a
new minifter. This gentleman performed his commif
fion with zeal; and the great hopes that the Fathers of
Geneva had conceived of the church at Dieppe, induced
them to fend one of their ableft minifters. This was the
minifter Saint Paul, a pious man, of good morals, learned
and eloquent. The Admiral de Coligny, who caft a
political eye upon all the new churches of France, faw
with pleafure the increafe of that at Dieppe. The
eulogiums that were made to him of the zeal of the.
new reformed, induced him to pay them a vifit, ‘with a
view to judge for himfelf ; and during the three days_of
his fojourning there; he had public preaching in the houfe
where he lodged.” Francis the Second, who then reigned,
was irritated againft the Calvinifts: he fent an order to
the Sieur des Forts ‘to prohibjt all exercife of the Calvinift
religion in Dieppe, on painf of incurring his difpleafure,
as his Majefty did not tolerate the profeflion in his king-
dom. This commander, a zealous and pious Proteftant,
who thought with the Apoftles, that we ought to obey
God rather than men, returned this dignified anfwer to
his Majefty: ¢¢ That neither he nor the citizens were
atheifts, and by confequence they would not, and ought
not, to live without making a public profeffion of their
religion:”” an anfwer worthy' of a great man.—But this
anfwer, reafonable as it was, irritated the King to a
greater degree ; and he ordered M. de Briffac to march
againft Dieppe, with five or fix companies of armed men ;
but the news that his Majefty received the next day of a
movement of the Calvinii’cs, in the Southern provinces,
obliged him to difpatch a counter-order to M. de Briffac,
that he thould changehis route for the Southern pro-
vinces : neverthelefs, the King caufed to march for
Dieppe the Marthal De la Viéville and the Duc De
Bouillon, feconded with three bundred arquebufiers. The
Marthal De 1a Viéville entered the city, demolithed the
preaching-houfe, and before he quitted Dieppe, appointed
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for Captain Commander, in the place of the forts, le Bieur
De Ricarville, a Popifh gentleman ; but neither threaten-
ings, perfecutions, nor the nomination of a Popith Com-
mander, were fufficient to ftop the progrefs of the Gofpel,
and the open profeffion of it. During this Marfhal’s ftay in
Dieppe, a young citizen had the imprudence to break a
ftatue of a Saint, placed in the church of Saint James. He
was taken in the fact and condemned to death. ‘There
were likewife two other Proteftants executed in the mar-
ket-place, for having before broken fome Popith veflels
in the church—a punifhment a thoufand times more fe-
vere than the crime deferved ; but the tender mercies of
Popery are cruelty. No fooner were the Marthal De
Ia Vieville and the Duke de Bourbon gone out of the
walls of Dieppe, than the Proteftants began their preach-
ing and the public exercife of their religion as before.
In 1560 Francis the Second had bequeathed, before his
death, the adminiftration of the kingdom to Queen Ca-
therine De Medicis, his mother, during the time of the
minority of Charles the Ninth. This Queen, accom~
panied by the Admiral De Coligny, vifited Dieppe. Her
Majefty, at the petition of that' Calvinift Lord, received
again into favour le Sieur Des Forts, who had returned
that bold but Chriftian anfwer to the King, and he
was reinftated into his place, to the great fatisfaction of
the Calvinifts, : )

The Minifters of the Province held a Synod in this city,
May 12, 1561. They gave the preference to Dieppe,
fince it had firft the boldnefs to make a public profeflion
of the reformed religion. Inthis Synodit was decreed, that
though liberty of confcience was not yet admitted by the
prince, neverthelefs, feeing . that more than three quar-
ters of ‘the inhabitants had the happinefs to embrace the
reformation, the affembly of Minifters found no difficulty
in agreeing that they fhould exercife publicly their reli-
gion in Dieppe, ‘The minifter, Saint Paul, was chofen.
to affift the great Beza at the colloque of Poifly, who
difputed with the moft learned of the Cardinals, Bifhops,
ancll»-Popiﬁ; Clergy, in the prefence of the Royal Fa-
mily.

In 1562 was the maffacre of the Proteftants at Vafly,
which plunged the kingdom into a civil war. During
this period the Proteftants feized Rouen: the Calvinift

citizens



AT DIEPPE, 15062, 967

citizens of Dieppe, imitating thofe of that capital, feized
all authority of the city, and drove the Papifts out of the
churches of Saint James and Saint Remi,. They ‘alfo
broke the tabernacles, trampled the hoft under their feet;
took the facred veflels and fathes, the religious croffes,
candlefticks, lamps; alfo the great filver flatue of the
Virgin Mary, which Lewis the Eleventh had made 3
prefent of ;—laftly, they took the ornaments, paintings, ta-
peftries. 'With all thefe fpoils of the churches, they levied
and fupported two companies of cavalry, of which they gave
the command to Valfriniére and to Rouvray. The abun
dance of riches which they had found in the piilage of thefe
two churches, determined them to adopt a plan fo advan-
tageous to pay the troops that they would yet levy ; for this
they employed their two new companies of cavalry to
pillage the churches of the Pays de Caux. The facred
veflels, the chandeliers, the croffes of filver, the orna-
ments, the bells of all the churches, were brought to
Dieppe, and what was more than fufficient for the fup-
port of the troops was employed in the reparation of
the fortifications. of - the city—a conduét'this, which no-
thing but a civil war, or the will of the government of
a nation, could juftify. In the month of September this
year, 1562, Queen Elizabeth, who favoured the Protef-
tants of France; more by policy than zeal for religion,
feeing the fiege of Rouen, and fearing that after the
taking this city, the %ueen de Medicis would caufe
Dieppe to be befieged, fent to the citizens of this laft
city, eight hundred Englith, and a hundred and twenty
Scotch foldiers, fourteen large cannons, and a quantity
of ammunitions of war and provifions, and fifteen hun-
dred ducats. 'The municipal officers, agreeably furprifed
with a help fo generous on the part of the Queen, com-
plimented the principal officers of her troops at their
landing, and witnefled their gratitude. The citizens of
Dieppe numbered their troops, both infantry and cavalry,
which they held in pay; their number was found to be
about one thoufand nine hundred men, to which the
added’ feven thoufand armed citizens, and the nine hun-
dred and twenty men from England; in all they compofed
a garrifon of about ten thoufand men. - The Englith
foldiers celebrated the Lord’s Supper in the church of
St. James, according to the Englifh Liturgy ; but thm;xgh
they
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they came to affift their brethren, the French Proteftants,
they would not permit them to receive the Lord’s Supper
with them. . After the city of Rouen “was taken by the
Duke of Guife, the inhabitants of Dieppe were obliged
to fubmit to the conditions of the King ; the public exer-
cife of their religion was confined to a particular houfe ;
and the commander, with many of the principal inha-
bitants, with the minifter Saint Paul, to fave their lives,
were obliged to take refuge in England.

In 1564, the 19th of March, the King gave an edict
of pacification. '%his edi& permitted only the Lords and
Noblemen to have preaching in their caftles. The Admi-
ral de Coligny wrote to the inhabitants of Dieppe to pre~
ferve their city for the King, and the Iiberty of the Gof-
pel. The troubles of the kingdom being fettled, the
Queen and Charles the Ninth, her fon, vifited Diepge in
the month of Auguft. Her Majefty heard Mafs in the
church of Saint James, and gave it back again to the
Papifts. The Prince of Condé interefted himfelf for the
Proteftants. The King, to oblige them, granted them
the ufe of the Houfe of the Four Charities for the exer-
cife of their public worfhip ; but it being found too fmall,
they were obliged to hire many houfes adjacent. Durini
the King’s continuance in this city, a peafant named
Philip Curot had the imprudence to fay, that the Peace
between the Papifts and the Proteftants would not endure
a long time ; that it was. a plot of the King : for this
only the poor wretch was arreftedand hung. "Fhe fpread
of the Gofpel was fo great at that peripd, that no lefs
than fix parts of the city made a public profeflion of the
doclrines of the reformation. "The minifters burned with
fuch zeal to fpread the knowledge of Chrift; that the
itinerated into the villages round about, by whic¥\
means a great harveft of fouls was brought to the Re-
deemer.

In 1565, the Proteftants f{ent for their minifter, Saint
Paul, from England, who returned. Such was then the
largenefs of their church, that they had no lefs than feven
fettled minifters; two of the moft confpicuous were this
Saint Paul and a M. Giboult, who, from being a prieft
and Dolor of the Sorbonne, had paffed into the Calvi-
nifts pulpits : but his religion was only external ; for at
the bottom he was ncthing more than a rotten-hearted
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hypocrite, as at laft appeared by his apoftacy. The miz-
nifter Saint Paul faw the fnake in the grafs, and prefented
an accufation againft him to the Synod of the Pays de
Caux, as a- minifter indecent ‘with the women, which
gave place to fcandal, by a too intimate conneétion which
he had with {ome of the ladies at Dieppe; that he alfo
preached falfe doctrine, fowing tares amongft the flock.
In this Synod, Giboult offered the beft detence he could
The aflembly of minifters made every effort to recon-
cile them, but this was a work above human power.
When thefe two minifters were returned to Dieppe, they
kept no longer within bounds to one another ; each had
his partifans ; and the fchifm between the two principal
minifters brought fuch a fcandal upon the Gofpei as was
favourable to the re-eftablithment of Popery. Thefe two
minifters carried the difpute into the pulpit; and at laft
matters went fo far, that the Proteftants, to preferve the
Gofpel from reproach, were obliged to prohibit the
Papifts from entering their aflemblies. Every one took
part in the quarrel, according to his tafte and his connec-
tions. This divifion continued amongft the minifters
and their adherents till 1566, when Giboult, being aflured
of the proteétion of M, the Cardinal De Bourbon, Arch-
bithop -of Rouen, he threw off his malk, abjured the
Proteftant religion, and was appointed Curate of the
parith of Saint James, where he died. This apoftate
drew off a great number of Proteftants with him, who
returned again to Popery, as the dog to his vomit, and
the fow that was walhed to her wallowing in the mife.

During this period, John Knox, from Scotland, kept
up a -correfpondence with the minifters and principal
inhabitants of Dieppe.

It was in this year, 1565, as the ftorm of perfecution
was feén rifing again, and ready to burft, with a view to
procure an afylum, and for the fpread of the Gofpel,
the Calvinift merchants of this city fitted out a fecond
armamaent for America, which had worfe fuccefs than the
firft.  They equipped feven large fhips, of which t]}:e]‘y
2gain gave the command to Captain John Ribault, He
failed trom Dieppe in the month of June, .and landed at
the place of his deftination the 25th of Auguft following.
He found the ancient fort in the ftate in which his fellow-
citizens had abandoned it, and he there landed eighty mcx;

an
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and women to inhabit it. Whilft Ribault was landing
tne utenfils, ammunition and provifions for this new
tolony, they perceived, at a diftance, a fquadron of large
veflels. The Captain diftrufted the Spanifh nation,
though France was then at peace with them. He fent
?xis on to difcover in the thip that he commanded; and
ordered to come on board the other fix thips thofe of the
failors that were on fhore, ‘to be.in a ftate of defence, in
cafe of attack. Ribault, upon the fignals that his fon
made to him, attempted, with a prefs of fail, to rejoin him3
when a violent ftorm arofe, The Spaniards took fhelter
in a creek which formed one of the two fides of the
bay in which Ribault was. This old captain, expee
rienced as he was with every effort that the failors
made, could not again enter the bay, nor any other fhip,
except his fon’s, whofe veflel was firft when the tem-
peft began.  The fix veflels were dathed in pieces, and
part of the failors were drowned: thofe who efcaped from
the fhipwreck retired into the fort, without arms or
ammunition. After the tempeft was over, this Spanifh
{quadron attacked thofe unfortunate perfons, and maffa-
cred them all, without {paring the women. As for Cap-
tain Ribault, whom they believed to be the mover of the
eftablithment . of this colony, they flayed him alive.
Having taken down the arms of France from the great
pillar which we have. fpoken of, they attached in their
rootn ‘this infcription: Thefe peaple have been put to death,
not as Frenchnien, but as HERETICS. The Spaniards left
in the forta garrifon. What a religion muft that be, which
can approve and exercife fuch cruelties ! My foul, come
not thou into their habitation {—~mine honour, be not
thou united unto them. The religion of Paganifm, Ju-
daifm, Mahometani{m, and Gentooifm, is preferable ta
that of Popery. But divine vengeance fometimes pu-
nifhes in this ftate, as was the cafe with thefe Spaniards.
Of the feven veflels from France, there returned but that
one veflel, which was commanded by Ribault, the fon,
who efcaped both the tempeft and the Spaniards. The
news of an action {o atrocious irritated all France, par-
ticularly Admiral De Coligny, who {wore to revenge it 3
but the troubles of the civil war obliged him to poftpone
this vengeance. A Gafcon Calvinift gentleman, named
Dominique de Gourgues, affronted at this Spanifh bar,

’ barity,
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barity, as France made no retaliation, fold his eflate,
armed two veflels, and failed for Florida about the end of
1568. This captain- feized the ancient fort, hung the
Spaniards who kept it, and, in his turn, attached to the
great: pillar, under the Spanifh infcription, a new one:
Thefe people have been killed, not as Spaniards, but as
traitors, robbersy and murderers. This procedure ought
to be an example to nations, both in peace or at war, not
to permit any inhumanities, as reprifals may fooner or
later be made. _

In the year 1566, the mayor, and thofe of the city
officers who were Proteftants, were depofed from their
offices, and Papifts put in their room. The tide now
turned, and many who had made a profeflion of the
Gofpel, during the funthine of profperity, could not
endure the fcorching heat of perfecution, but in this time
of tribulation apoftatized back to Popery. In 1567, the
Proteftant minifters were_banithed Dieppe, with many
of the principal inhabitants; the public exercife of their
religion was prohibited ; and this order of things re-
‘mained in Dieppe, in fpite of the edi& of pacification
of the 20th of March 1568, which permitted the exercife
of the Calvinift religion in the kingdom. The Protef-
tants, though numerous, were obliged to exercife their
religion in their families, Without minifters, or travel at
a diftance to the Caftle of Pontrancard, where the Gofpet
was then geachedl In the year 1569, by the perfecution
that the Proteftants fuffered, the banithment of their
minifters and principal inhabitants;, and the apoftates
to Popery, the number of the Papifts began to equal
thofe of the Proteftants ; all the Proteftant children
were by force baptized, asit is called, in the Popifh
churches, immediately after their birth. ~ In" the year
1570, all the Proteftants in Dieppe were ordered out
of the city, or to renounce the exercife of Calviniftic
worfhip. Many of them were hung up in public
places, under the arm-pits, to gallowses, during many
hours ; after which they were thruft into prifons, fuffering
unheard-of torments, The finging the pfalms of Marot
and Beza in the ftreets, was prohibited under the greateft
penaltics. This was a time of great perplexity and
treading down. The ways of Sion mourned, and thofe
profeflors of the defpifed Jefus experienced, emphatically

the
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the truth of that fcriptire, Through much tribulation
we muft enter the Kingdom.

( End of the firff Part. )

The SOLILOQUY of a YOUNG MINISTER,

In the irrecoverable Depths of @ Confumption, and the near
Profpeéis of Death,
[ Extra@ed from his Diazny. ]

FTER all the fechle and: ineffeCtual relief and

~ props put under my frail tabernacle, which for a
while flatter with hopes of reftoration and -flrength re-
newed, it will not do: the fupportsare ill placed ; it will
fall befide them: the earthly houfe is fo thoroughly de~
cayed, and inwardly unfound; it will fall through all
thefe props, and reach the duft,

I walk about the houfe for a quarter of an hour brifk
and gay, ftrong and vigorous, eager upon enterprifes,
lay fchemes of action for long life and futurity, travel the
world over, and really defign what my fancy contrives.
Thus, urged on in thinking, with pace quickened. and
violent, 1 hold out, till the next quarter of an hour puts
me in mind that my ftrength fails, I throw myfelfdown
hardly able to ftir ; my fpirits fink on a fudden, and juft
in the fame manner my enterprifes fall. How incon-
flantly am I well! How eafily is my countenance
changed ! . A very breath 'of wind offends me: crufhed
before the moth, how frail I am! Can I but know it?
why then is my mind fo vain ? No, LorDp, .no fchemes
would I lay, but of preparation for Death, of doing fome
good in a little time, and under a weak capacity. Of
thy coming, and being ready for it, let me be always
thinking. And muft this be a.melancholy exercife,.and
gl?omy imagination ! I know where is the fault, if it
is fo.

To b¢ with Curist—Let this be the profpect upon
which my ‘thoughts dwell. Is not here {cope for my
imagination in its quickeft motions, and wideft wan-
derings, a pleafant fubjet, and full of delight # Here let
my working mind lay fchemes of rifing honours, pleafures
abounding through eternal futurity. Here let my de-
fires work, fancy pleafe itfelf, and reafon approve.

I will
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1 will think of a crown that I fhall have, and wear in
Heaven; of cafting this my crown at the feet of Jefus,
whenever I meet him. 1 will thinkyand give reins to my
utmoft ambition of being a King, an heavenly King, and
Prieft to God and the Fgather. I will think of the fair
mitre on my head, of the purity and beauty of my rai-
ment, of being clothed in white, of the palm I fhall bear
in my hand. How fball I go in proceffion with others
my heavenly brethren and friends through the heavenly
ftreets? This my particular friend, and the other my
dear relation. How fhall we walk the glorious Mount,
and fing in the height of Zisn? Having got to the
higheft top, there we will ftand and fing one of the fongs
of Zion, one.of the new fongs of the country which we
thall have learnt. O'! how fhall we fing !" Wondrous
fenfe !, Charming tune! Our very fouls fhall fing !

Here, my foul, 1s life and fpirit jn the exercife. Is there
any thing melancholy in fuch a fcene as this ?  Heaven,
the throne of God; God moft High, my friend; rivers
of pleafure ; fulnefs of joy ; my exalted Redeemer ; friend-
ly angels ; harmonious fociety ; myfelf a citizen, and eter-
nally to be fo. "Is the profpect barren, contraéted, or
unentertaining ?

Well, it is enough. All my earthly fchemes of life
and action are broken. Let my fancy be vain upon them
no more. My days are paft, my purpofes are broken off,
even the thoughts of my heart. Let the other world
be now my all, and my heart be all init! My _prefent
joys, and pleafing hopes, let them fpring from thence.

Lord, thou knoweft all things. Thou knoweft my
foul does not defire life. ~This night I could give up m
all, and lay down .my head, and die. But one with wiil
not, cannot leave me. One thing I muft defire of the
Lard, and feek after before I die.

O.that my foul were more prepared for the change !
My unholy heart ! My ftrong corruptions! Howcan I
be ready ! Lord, do but purge me from thefe, and I
afk no more ; thofe particular corruptions, the fubject
of all my complaints,and all my prayers. Thou knoweft
my foul, and my defire is before thee, and my groanings
are nothid from thee. But purge me from thofe, and make
me ready ; then come, Lord Jefus, come quickly ! I am
weary of the world, more weary of my life ; the {ooner the
better,. Amen; evenfo come, Lord Jefus, come quickly !

King/fton,
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State of the NEGROES in Jamaica.

Kingfton, Famaica, 1/2 May, 1802,
REV. AND DEAR SIR,

Since our bleffed Lord has been pleafed to permit me
to have the rule of a church of believers, I have bap-
tized one hundred and eleven: and I have a fanétion from
the Rev, Dr. Thomas Rees, reGtor of this town and
parifh, who is one of the minifters appointed by his
Majeity to hold an ecclefiaftical jurifdi&tion over the
clergy in this ifland, confirmed by a law paffed by the
Legiflative Body of this ifland, made and provided for that
purpofe.

Our church confifts of people of colour and black
people ; fome of free condition, but the: greater part of
them are flaves and natives from the different countries
in Africa. - Our number both in town and country is
about five hundred brethren, and our rule is to baptize
once in three moths; to receive the Lord’s fupper the
firft Lord’s-day in every month, after evening fervice
is over; and we have meetings on Tuefday and
Thurfday evenings throughout the year. ~The whole
body of our church is divided into feveral claffes, which
meet every Monday evening, to be examined by their
Clafs-leaders, refpecting their daily walk and converfa-
tion; and I am truly happy to acquaint you, that fince
the gofpel has been preached in Kingfton, there never
was fo greata profpe&t for the fpread of the fame as there
is now, Numbers and numbers of young people are flock-
ing daily to join both our fociety and the Methodifts, who
have about four hundred. Religion fo fpreads in King-
fton, that thofe who will not leave the Church of Eng-
land to join the Diflenters, have formed themfelves into
evening focieties: it is delightful to hear the'people at the
different places firiging pfaims, hymns, and fpiritual fongs s
and to fee a great number of them who lived in the finful
ftate of fornication (which is the common way of living
in Jamaica), now married, having put away that deadly
fin.

Our place of worfhip is fo very much crouded; that
numbers are obliged to ftand out of doors : we are going
to build 2 larger chapel as foon as pofiible. Qur p;ople

eing
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being poor, and fo. many of them flaves, we are not able
to go on fo quick as we-could with, without we fhould
meet with fuch friends as love our Lord and Mafter
Jefus Chrift, to enable us in going on with fo glorious
an undertaking.

I preach, baptize, marry, attend funerals, and go
through every work of the miniftry without fee or re-
ward ; and 1 can boldly fay, Tor thefe fixteen years fince
I began to teach and iaftruét the poor Ethiopians in this
ifland, the word of God (though many and many times
travelling night and day over rivers and ‘mountains_to
inculcate the ever-blefled gofpel), that I never was com-
plimented with fo much as a pair of thoes to my feet, or
2 hat to my head, or money or apparel, or any thing elfe
as a recompence for my labour and my troubie, from any
of my brethren or any other, perfon :—~my intention is to
follow the example fet before me by the holy apoftle
Saint Paul, to labour with my hands for the things1 itand
in need of to fupport myfelf and faruly, and to let the
church of Chrift be free from. incumbrances.

We have five truftees to our chapel and burying-
ground, eightdeacons, and fix exhorters.

I had the pleafure of feeing Mr. V. of his Majefty’s fhig
Cumberland, in this town, who has beén at my houfe, an
at our chapel, and has feen all my church-books and the
manner in which 1 have conduled our fociety. He has
lately failed for England with Admiral Montagu; and
when he fees you, he will be able to tell you of -our pro-
ceedings better than, I can write.

All my beloved brethren beg their chriftian love to
you and all your dear brethren in the beft bonds; and
they alfo beg yourfelf and them will be pleafed fo
remember the poor Ethiopian Baptifts in their prayers,
and be pleafed alfo to accept the fame from, Reverend and
Dear Sir,

Your poor unworthy Brother

in the Lord Jefus Chrift,
Tn ) No Sn

P, §. Brothers Baker, Gilbert, and others of the Afyi«
cans, are going on wonderfully in the Lord’s fervice,.in
the interior part of the country.

Jury 1, 1802.] ccce A





