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HISTORY or tuk BAPTIST CHURCH,
AT
PROVIDENCE ix RHODE ISLAND;

From 1639s to the Death of the Rev. Dr, MANNING.
O"\TE great end propofed by God, in eéndewing his.

ancient feéfvants with the abundant influziice of the
Holy Ghoft for compiling the facred volume, was,
« that in the ages to come he might thew the exceed-
ing riches of his grace, in his kindnefs towards us; through
Chrift Jofus.”” tphefs ii. 7. ‘'The fame defign, though in
an inferior degree; is continued by faithfuly recording
the feveral diicingzin{lung occurrences which attend in=
dividual churches-in every period of time. This bhas
ever been acknow.edged a fource of real information and
peculiat joy to a pions mind, and has a hoppy tendency:
to raife juft ideas of that Graut Head of the Church,
Chrift Jetus, who governs taz world, and brings about
the moit aftonithing events for the good of the faints:
Though every chriftian fociety fhould minutely record
the feveral and fucceflive expreflions of the divine favour
to them for their prefent advantage, and the information
of fucceeding ages, it has been unhappy for the Bapuft
Church in Providencey that no attention to this neceffary
article has hitherto been paid: As this Society is the
oldeft of the Baptift denomination in America;, and of
one hundred and fifcy years ftanding, there is a pecuiiar
propriety in attemptiag to correct and arrange fuch ma-
terials as may afford information to pofterity. With this
view; though under aimoft every dilcouraging circums<
ftance, the writer atiempts to gratify the earneft requcft
of his friends in compiling ihe following hiftory ; fincerely
withing it ‘may have a tendency to lead the church to
humble adoration of the King of Zion,

This church, according to Governor Whinthrop, was
planted in the year one thoufand fix hundred and thirty-
nine. Ifs ﬁri{ members were twelve in number, viz.
Roger Williams, Ezekiel Holliman, Willium Arnold,
William Harrifs, Stuckley Weftcot,, John Greeny Richard
Waterman; ‘Thomas James, - Robert Cole, William
Carpenter, Francis Wefton, Thomas Olney. - Roger
Williams being the chief inftrumeént in this work of
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God, and alfo in fettling this colony, itis proper to in-
troduce a brief account of that diftinguithed perfon.

Mr., Williams was 2 native of Wales, born in the
year 1598, and had a liberal education under the pa-
tronage of Sir Edward Coke. The occafion of Mr.
Williams’s receiving the favour of that diftinguifhed
lawyer was very fingular, Sir Edward one day, at church,
obferving a youth taking notes from the fermon, beckoned
and received him into his pew., He obtained a fight of the
lad’s minutes; which were exceedingly judicious, being
a colle&tion of the moft {iriking fentiments delivered by the

" preacher. This, with Mr. Williams’s great modetty, fo
engaged Sir Edward in his favour as to induce him to
folicit Mr. Wiliiams’s parents to let him have the care of
their fon; which was readily "granted. Mr. Williams
foon entered on the ftudy of the law, and received all
poffible affiftance from his generous patron; but finding
this employment not altogether agreeable to his tafte,
after purfuing it fome time, he turned his attention to Di-
vinity, and made fuch proficiency therein, as encouraged
Sir Edward to obtain him epifcopal orders. His preaching
was highly efteemed, and his private charater revered.
By embracing the fentiments of the Puritans, he was
greatly expofed to fuffering, and at laft was thereby
compelled to leave his native country. He embarked
for America, on February 5, 1631, being then in the
thirty-fecond year of his age. On his arrival, he was
called by the church at Salem to join in the miniftry with
Mr. Skelton; but the Governor and Council not being
fatisfied with it, the appointment was fufpended. Tlis
was a means of his being called by the church at Ply-
mouth, where he preached two or three years, and was
held in high eftimation by Governor Bradford and the
people. *'The former was pleafed to give this teftimony
of Mr. ¥ lliams.~—« He was a man, godly and zealous,
having wmany precious parts. His preaching was well
approved, for the benefit of which I ftill blefs God, and
am thankful for his fharpeft admonitions, fo far as they
agreed with truth.” Mr. Skelton of Salem now growing
oid, a fecond application was made to Mr, Williams ; but
many of his Plymouth friends were againft his removal.
One Mr. Brewfter at length prevailed with the church to
difmifs him; faying, If he ftaid, he would run the fame
courfe of rigid {eparation and anabaptifm which one Smith
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of Amfterdam had done.”” He accordingly fettled in
Salem, and many of the church at Plymouth followed
him. The Court again wroteto prevent his fettlement,
but could not prevail. Morton and Hubbard inform us
% In one year’s time Mr. Williams filled that place with
principles of rigid feparation, and tending to anabaptiim.”
His favourite topic; kberty of confeience, a {ubjeét he well
underftood, gave offence toa few of the leading part of
the congregation ; - but this would have been berne with;
had he nét further maintained that ¢ civil magif=
trates, as fuch, have no power in the church, and
that Chrithians, as- fuch, are {ubject to no laws, or con=
troul, but thofe of King Jefus” This fo greatly en=
raged the magiftrates, that they excommunicated and
banithed him. The town was again enraged at th
conduét of the magiftrates, and feveral of the inhabitants
followed their minifter. This was done in the winter of
1636. When they were out of the Mallachufets jurif-
di¢tion, they pitched in a place now called Rehoboth ; but
the men of Plymouth hearing thereof; fent armed men to
drive them out of their territories. Now they had no
refuge, but muft venture among the favages; and it is
faid,” that Mr. Willianes and his friend Olney, and
T'homas Angel an hired fervant, came over the river in a
canoe, and were faluted by the Indian word that fignifies
What cheer 2 They then came round Fox-point until
they met with a pleafant fpring, which runs to this day,
and is nearly oppofite the eptfcopal church: Being fet-
tled in this place;, which from the kindnefs of God to
them they called Provipence, Mr. Williams and thofe
with. him confidered the importance of Gofpel Union, and
were defirous of forming themfelves into a church; but
met with a confiderable obftrultion: they were convinced’
of the nature and defign of believers baptifm by im-
merfion j but, from a variety of circumftances; had
hitherto been prevented from fubmiffion. T'o obtain a
fuitable adminiftrator was a matter of confequence; at
length, the candidates for communion nominated and ap-<
pointed Mrs Ezekiel Holliman, a man of gifts and piety,
to baptize Mr. Williams; and who in return baptized
Mr. Holliman, and the other ten. This church was foon
joined by twelve other perfons; who came to this new fet-
tlement, and abode in harmony and peace; Mr. Holliman
was chofen afliftant to Mr. Williams, This church,
stcording to Chandler, held particular redemption; but
¥NN2 : foon
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foon' after deviated to univerfal redemption. Laying-on
of hands was held in a lax manner, fothatfome perfons were
received without it :—and fuch, fays ‘Governor Jenckes,
was the opinion of the Baptifts throughout this Colony.
Pfalmody was firft ufed, and afterwards laid afide. = Thefe
alterations took place about fixteen years after their
fettlement. . The Church at firft met for worthip in a
grove, unlefs in wet or ftormy weather, whén they
affembled in private houfes. Mr. Williams held his pai-
toral office about four years, and then refigned the fame
to Mr. Brown, and Mr, Wickendon, and went to England
to folicit the firft charter. After Mr. Williams’s returm,
he preached among the Indians, whofe forefathers were ga-
thered by him, He wrote an account of the Indians, which
the then Lords of Trade highly commended; alfo a de~
fence of the doltrines controverted by the Quakers;
and another piece, called the Bloody Tenet, with fome
other picces. He died in the year 1682, aged 84, and
was buried, under arms, in his own lot; now Philip
and Zechariah Allen’s. . Mr. Williams’s wife’s name
was Elizabeth, by whom he had children,—Mary,
Freeborn, Providence, Mercy, Daniel, and Jofeph.
"The third died without iffue, aged 48 years. The others
married into the Rhodes, Olney, Waterman, Windfor,
and Schyles’s family: whofe defcendants, according to
Governor Hopkins, have been traced to the number of
two.thoufand.

Mr. Williams’s character, given by many, as a man, a
fcholar, and a Chriftian, was truly refpectable. He ap-
pears, fays Mr. Callender, in his Century Sermon, page
17, by the whole tenour of his life, to have been one of
the moft difinterefted men that ever lived, and a moft
pious and heavenly-minded foul. Governor Hutchinfon,
refleCting on the life of this good man, fays: ¢« Inftead
of thewing any revengeful temper, or refentment, he
was continually employed in acts of kindnefs and bene-
volence to his enemies.”” Vol. 1. page 38. Mr. Callen-
der obferves, * the true grounds of liberty of confcience,
were not underftood in America, until Mr. Williams and
John Clarke publicly avowed, that Chrift alone is King
in his own Kingdom, and that zo others had authority over
bis fubjes, i the affairs of confeience and eternal fal-
vation.”” Governor Hopkins faid: ¢« Roger Williams
juftly claimed the honour of being the firft legiflator )i,n

the
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the world, that fully and effeCtually provded for, and
eftablithed, a free, full, and abfolute liberty of con-
fcience.” He not only founded a ftate, but; by his intereft
with the Naraganfe t Ircizrs.bicke the rand con-
federacy againft the Englifh, and fo became the Savieur
of all the other colonies.

Rev. Chad Brown, who fucceeded Mi. Williams in
the charge of this Church, came to Providence the latter
end of the year 1636, by reafon of the perfecution in
Maffachufets. He was ordained’ in the year 1642.
Mr. Brown was one of the town proprietors, and the
fourteenth in order. - He fupported a good charaéter, and
was profperous in his miniftry. He was buried within
a rood of the North-Weft corner of the congregational
meeting-houfe.

Rev. Mr. Wickendon, who was colleague with
Mr. Brown, came from Salem to Providence in 1639,
and was ordained by Mr. Brown. He died Feb. 23, 1669,
after having removed to a place called Solitary Hill.
Mr. Wickendon preached for fome time in the City of
New-York, and as a reward for his labour was impri-
foned four months.

Rev. Gregory Dexter was next in office. He was
born in London, and followed the ftationary bufinefs
witha Mr. Coleman. It is faid, he fled from his native
country for printing a piece, which was offenfive to the
then reigning powers. He came to Providence in 1643,
and was the fame year received into the church, being
both a Baptift and a Preacher before hisarrival. = He took
the care of this church on Mr. Wickendon’s removal to
Solitary Hill. He was the firft that taught the art of
printing in Bofton, in New England. He was never
obferved to laugh, and feldom to {mile. So earneft was
he in the miniftry, that he could hardly forbear preach=~
ing when he came into a. houfe, or ‘met a number of
perfons in the ftreet. His fentiments were thofe of the
particular baptifts, He died in the grft year of his age.

Rev. Thomas Olney fucceeded to the paftoral office.
He was born at Hertford, in England, about the year
1631, and came to Providence'in 1654 ; but when bap~
tized or ordained is not known. He was the chief who
made a divifion about laying-on ofhands, He and others
withdrew, and formed a feparate church, but it con-
tinued-only a fhort time. Hedied June 11th, 1722, and
was buried in his own field.

(To becomtinued.) NN N 3
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ACCOUNT OF
THE MORAVIAN BRETHREN,
Zaker from Dr. Haweis's Church Hiffory.

A MONG thofe peculiarly diftinguithed for their

- Chriftian zeal, one choice body of Confeffors of the
evangelical dofltrines has arifen in the bofom of the Lu~
theran Church; and, from fmall beginnings growing into
eminence of excellence, claims a particular mention.
No name of profefling Proteftants in our day has difplayed
more fervent zeal for the Lanib of God, and the charac-
teriftic principles of Chriftianity, as connefted with his
blood-thedding for us, thanthe MoRAVIAN BRETHREN.
Under along feries of perfecution and oppreffion from the
bigotry of Popery, they had been reduced to the loweft
ebb of mifery; and the few fcattered remnants of that
name feemed faft approaching to utter extincltion, when,
from the duft of death, the Moravian Church fprang as
the fabled Pheenix from her athes, and acquired frefh
fplendour from the flames, went back to call their Lu-
theran brethren to the Augfburg Confeffion, to the ef-
fential doltrines of revelation, and to a life of greater
purity than was generally in vogue. They met, as will
be the cafe with all who rife up ta witnefs againft a
wicked worldthat its deeds are darkgefs, many an abufer ;
and if the charges laid againft them were to be implicitly
received, they would become objeéts of horror and aver-
fion, inftead of living witnefles for the Chriftian doétrine.
Happily they are now better known, and their enemics
are found liars. Miftakes were magnified into crimes ; and
expreflions ill underftood, received an interpretation the
very reverf{e of what the Brethren intended ; nor is it need-
ful to vindicate peculiarities in their difcipline, which have
given the handle of abufe and ridicule to their maligners,
It is fuflicient to obferve, that in the great fundamentals
of Chriftianity, they have difplayeda zeal to promote the
do&rine of falvation by Jefus Chrift, which hath produced
the happieft effects, not only in Europe, but throughout,
the world.  In their lives and converfations, thofe who
have known them beft, without having formed any union
with them as a church, will acknowledge that they are
not only blamelefs -and harmlefs, but eminently exem-
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plary. Let us give therefore honour where honour is
due, and never. fuffer prejudice to mifreprefent any de-
nomination of our truly Chriftian brethren, becaufe they
gather not with us.

The ftate. of the Moravian Church in the prefent
century, forms a prominent feature in the happy revival
of evangelical religion; and juftly claims a niche in that
temple of the living God, which is the obje&t of our
prefent furvey.

An. 1722. Difperfed, diftrefled, reduced to the loweft
ebb, overwhelmed by the perfecutions of Popery in Bo-
hemia, Moravia, and Silefia, under the bigot Auftrians,
the church of the Brethen, in the beginning of the cen-
tury, had nearly difappeared, and their light feemed ready
to be put out in Ifrael: but few men were left, and they
of little eftimation in this world; and no where could they
fnd reft or eftablifhment. In this extremity, three or
four poor families, under the fpiritual {fuperintendance of
that venerable man of God, CHRiIsTIAN DAvIiD, mi-

rated from -Moravia into Upper Luiatz, iu fearch of
ﬁ)me fequeftered corner of the earth, where, hid from
popith perfecution, they might worthip (odour Savieur
in peace and purity. At the village of Berthelfdorff, be-
longing to the fince well-known CoUNT ZINZENDORFF,
they met from his fteward, Heizt, an hoipitible recep-
tion. The Count himfelf was at the Court of Drefden;
but, on being informed of the arrival of the emigrants,
he gave arders to encourage them; they were affifted to
build cottages for their families, and fome uncultivated
lands were ailotted to them, which their induftry foon
rendered produdtive,

The Count himfelf, with hisrelation BARroNn WATTE-
VILLE, had been educated at the univerfity of Halle, and
very early imbibed a happy tinfture of the pietifin long
retained in that feminary. The manners of the refugees
were fo congenial with his own, as to engage his fofter~
ing affeCtion: this drew others of the fame fraternity to
join their brethren; and a new village arofe, called
Hernhuth, the cradle of the reviving church of the Mo-
ravians, whofe increafe hath been fince{o bleffed, and for
which the Heathen efpecially fhall praife him, who can
produce the greateft effeCts by inftruments the moft ap-
parently feeble-and inadequate.
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Under the patronage of Count Zinzeadorft, and hig
‘worthy- paﬁor,_ Rothe, the infant colony continued to
profper, and fpread its branchés throu h Germany, Den-
mark, Holland, England, and America. The Count
himfelf, a zealous Lutheran, at firft defired they would
unite with the eftablifhed church at Bertheifdorff; but the
Brethren preferred adherence to.their ancient regimen.
Finding himfelf unable to .prevail with them to recede
from their own form of ecclefiaftical government, he after
much deliberation. agreed, that they fhould obferve the
Moravian ritual: and though he himfelf continued in
communion with the Lutheran church to his dying day,
he confented, with Baron Watteville, to be appointed tq
the prefidence of their affairs, fpiritual and temporal, in
conjunétion with the elders of the congregation, as their
council and affociates.

The following is only a fketch of the nature of the
church order among the brethren.

SUPREME, in all the unity of the Brethren, is the GENE~
XAL sYNoD; confifting of deputies.from all the congre-,
gations, with the bithops, and elders, the infpectors of
churches, and certain Jaymen. ,

By this Synod; the ELDERS CONFERENCE is chofen,
for the direCtion of all matters, during the intervals of
the feflion of the Synod: to this all are fubjeét—Dbithops,
elders, labourers, and every individuyal in' clofe church
union with the Brethren. -

- The bifbops are chofen by lot, out of a number pro-
pofed by the conference for the office, They claim no
fuperiority, npor exercife -any jurifdi¢tion, but as em-
powered and direCted by the elders’ conference. They
have no fixed diocefe or diftrict, but remove from place
to place, as ftationed or fent by the conference. '

The peculiar office of bifhops is to ordain bifhops,
elders, and labourers at home, and among the heathen;
fuch as being approved by the elders’ conference as can-
didates, are, by thelot, fele¢ted, Thefe alfo preach, vifit
the, congregations, regulate their affairs, and encourage
the labourers,and all the holy Brethren,

Deacons and deaconefles vifit, attend, and care for the
fick and poor of each congregation of the different fexes.

They have aconemics or cgboir houfes, where they live
together in community, The fingle men, and fingle

women,
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women, widows, and widowers apart, each under the
fuperintendance of elderly perfons of their own clafs. In
thefe houfes, every perfon who is able, and has not an-
independent fupport, labours in-their own occupation,
and contributes a ftipulated fum for their maintenance.
They live thus at a lefs expence, and mare comfortably,
than they could have done feparately; befides the fingular
advantages of mutual communion, and daily worfhip.

The children of each fex are educated with peculiar
care, by brethren and fifters appointed for that fervice:
their object is to preferve them from the corruption that
is in the world, and to prevent as much as poffible the
knowledge of evil fram ever reaching their eyes or ears.
Trained up under difcipline from their tendereft years,
their fubjection to their fuperiors and elders is fingular,
and appears particularly ftriking in their miffions and mar-
riages.

In the former, thofe who have offered themfelves on
the fervice, and are approved as candidates, wait their fe-
veral calls, referring themfelves entirely to the decifion
of the lot; and, it is faid, never hefitate when that hath
decided the place of their deftination.

In marriage, they may only form a connexion with
thofe of their own.communion, The brother who mar-
ries out of the congregation is immediately cut off from
church fellowthip, = Sometimes a fifter, by exprefs li-
gence from the elders’ conference, is permitted to marry
a perfon of approved piety, in another communion; yet
ftill to join in their church ordinances as before.

A brother may make his own choice of a partner in
the fociety; but as all intercourfe between the different
fexes is carefully avoided, very few opportunities of form-
ing particular attachments are found, and they ufually
rather refer their choice ta the church, than decide for
themfelves, And as the lot muft be caft to'fan&ion their
union, each receives his partner as a divine appointment:
and however ftrange this method may appear to thofe who
confult only their paffions or their interefty it is obferva-
ble, that no where fewer unhappy marriages are found
than among the Brethren. This frequent appeal to the
lot, feems "the peculiar chara&eriftic of the Moravian
church,. and has, furnifhed their adverfaries with the ob~
jection, as if they fuppofed themfelves, and meant to

imprefs
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tmprefs the idea upon others, of being under the imw
mediate direction of God in all matters thus determined.
I confefs, I can fee no -fcripture order or warrant to
countenance fuch appeal, nor ary fuch praltice adopted
in the Apoftles days, or. im the primitive church. The
fingle inftance, Alls 1. 26. when the facred college was
to be filled . up by one of the two perfons chofen by the
church for the office of apoftle, is no precedent, nor fanc-
tions any fimilar appeal to the lot.

But whilft I advert to the peculiarities of their difcipline,
I wifh ever to keep in view, and hold up to the attention
of all other churches, the chara&eriftic Moravian excel-
ienge of miffionary zeal. :

I have before me the pleafing accounts lately publithed
of the bappy fuccefs of their labours in TWENTY-s1x%
PIFFERENT MISSIONS, befides avariety of attempts made
in other places, and by providential hindrances defeated.

FThe Danifh iftands of St. Thomas, St. Jan, and St.
Croix, have, by their miniftry, received the light of the
gofpel, and that efpecially among the moft pitiable and
opprefled of human beings, the Negro Slaves—to themy
their labours have been fingularly blelled.

In as abundant a msnner alfo have their efforts been
crowned with fuccefs in our Englifh iflands, Jamaica,
Antigua, Nevis, Barbadoes, and 5t. Kitt’s, where many
thoufands of our fable-coloured brethren have been called
by their preaching and converfation to the knowledge
and love of our Lard Jefus. Chrift, and worfhip God in
fpirit and in truth.

The Greenland and Labradore congregations afford
objelts of wonder, delight, and thankfulnefs, Even in
thefe inhofpitable climes, and amidft thofe favage manners,
the power of changing grace becomes more evidently
difplayed.—How precious is the name of Jefus from the
lips of an Efquimaux ? '

The Arrowack Indians, and the negroes at Surinam
and Berbice, have been colleted into bodies of faithful
people, by the Brethren’s patience and perfeverance.

Canada, and the United States of North America, fur-
nifh happy evidences of the powerful waord of a crucified
Jefus, among the wild and yellow wanderers in the
forefts, and boundlefs plains of that vaft continent.

Even thofe -efteemed the laft of human beings, in

: : brutifhnefs
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brutifhnefs and ignorance, the Hottentots, have felt the
divine efficacy of the blood of the Lamb that was flain, and
owned the crucified man on Calvary for their God and Sa-
viour; have been formed into chriftian’ {ocieties, and up~
wards of fevenhundred are faid to be now worfhipping him
with their faithful paftors, at Bavian’s Cloof, near the Cape
of Good Hope, and live under their tuition, andin their
happy communion, believing to the faving of their fouls.

In all thefe various regions, no lefs than an hundred
and firty mifionaries are now employed, befides the
hoft who have counted not their lives dear uato them-
felves, and died in the arduous fervice. Thefe in general
{upport themfelves, ’ and the work, by the afliduous
labour of -their own hands, in their feveral arts and
occupations ; and, like the Apoftle Paul, toil night and
day, that ‘they may require nothing from the heathen,
and have to give to him that needeth.

By the perfevering zeal of thefe men of God, upwards
of TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND of the moft defhitute of
mankind, in different regions of the earth, are recovered
from the power of Satan unto God, and now walk with
him as dear children, adorning the doctrine of Jefus, by a
converfation fuch as becometh godlinefs; and thoufands
departed in the faith reft in his bofom.

I might mention their efforts to illumine the diftant Eaft,
the ceaft of Coromandel, and the Nicobar Iflands, with
the light of the Sun of righteoufnefs; their attempts to
penetrate into Abyflinia, to carry the gofpel to Perfia
and Egypt, and to afcend the mountains of Caucafus;
for to -all thefe regions, and many others, hath love for
immortal fouls, and zeal for the Redeemer’s glory,
carried thefe indefatigable miffienaries ; and often have
they earned the meed of higheft approbation, where their
Jabours "have heen leaft fuccefsful. -Let their enemies
hear and be confounded—thefe are epiftles of commen-
dation, written by the fpirit of the living God. Many,
{wayed by prejudice, prefume to condemn what they
have neither examined with candoury nor truly undérftood 5
let them produce any fimilar effeéts by their inftrumen-
tality, and then they may be entitled to attention. "Fill
then, let fhame ftop the mouth of calumny, and fuch
tranfcendent ‘excellence claim the tribute of admiration,
and be held in deferved honour, :

How
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How fo fmall a body as the Moravian church is equal
to. fuch exertions, and capable of providing fo many
miflionaries, and furnithing an expence fo' neceffarily
greaty'is furprifing. The whole number of their members
in Europe does not, if I am rightly informed, exceed
twelve thoufand brethren ; of which, about three thoufand
are in Great Britain and Ireland; and thofe not in
general the moft opulent, or high in any mercantile line.
But their liberality aboundeth, and it is no lefs pleafing
to remark the fupport which their miffions receive from
the cordial affection of Chriftian brethren in all deno-~
minations. The good providence of God continues to
zaife up for them new helpers, and to furnith annual
fupplies for the fupport of fo noble an undertaking.
Indeed in fuch a caufe, the mean fhibboleth of party
fhould be mentioned no more, and every real Chrif-
tian delight to help forward this great labour of love,

Their gxample alfo fhould -provoke the jealoufy of
every Chriftian Church. They have demonitrated the
pradticability of eftablifhing the everlafting gofpel, in
regions the moft dreary and inhofpitable, and among na-
tions the moft rude and ferocious. And fhall we not
kindle into emulation? catch from them fome fpark of
zeal, and awake to like vigorous exertions ! A thoufand
openings court our entrance into lands vaft, fertile,
populous, genial, eafy of accefs, where the inhabitants
are mild, friendly, tractable, prefenting every hopeful
profpeét of fuccefs, ready to welcome our labours of
love ; regarding us. as beings of a f{uperior order, and
gently upbraiding us for our negle& of them. In how
many places are the difficulties apparently lefs, and the
advantages unfpeakably greater, than in thofe fields
which -our-Moravian brethren have attempted to cultivate,
and. with fuch encouraging fuccefs ! Have we lefs zeal,
lefs wifdom, lefs patience, lefs perfeverance than they?
Let fhame ftimulate, if 2 {enfe of duty and love to the
fouls of men does not conftrain us. Let us hear at laft
the dying groans of the diftant heathen, crying, Come
over and help us, -

‘This- revival of religion among the Moravians, hath
not. failed alfo to produce as happy effeéts at home, as
among the heathen. Many of their Lutheran and re-
formed brethren have greatly profited by their fraternal

intercourfe,
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tntercourfe, “ without connecting themfelves in their
church order. A {pirit of more animated chriftianity
has been revived-in Germany and its vicinity, They
have formed 'a large affociation of minifters from the
frozen hills of Norway, to the Carpathian mountains,
who aflembled annually at Hernhutt, in Lufatia; and
thofe who cannot attend, communicate with their bre~
thren by their correfpondence. Thefe. all endeavour to
ftrengthen each other’s hands in the work of the Lord,
without diftinétion of Lutheran or Calvinift, to provoke
one another tolove, and greater devotednefs to God our
Saviour, 'They are growing into a hoft; and, though
not many in any one country, yet, when colletted, form
a glorious body of confeffors, whofe light cannot but thine
before men, and whofe zealous labours in their feveral
parifhes tend to revive true chriftianity.

A BRIEF ACCOQUNT

OF THE

REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN KENTUCKY,

AND SEVERAL OTHER PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Extra& of a Letter from a Gentleman to bis Friend at. the city of
Wafbington, dated Lexington, Kentucky, March 8, 1801.

Dear BROTHER,

¢¢ I am glad to inform you, there is a great revival of re-
ligion near this plaee ; 51 have been added to our churgh
fioce you left us; 62 to Bryant’s flation fince the 8th of
February, exclafive of to-day, at which place 46 were re-
ceived yefterday, and a number more expe&ed to join. I
fuppofe upwards of 220 have been added to that church.—
53 were baptized at Clear Creek in one day. There is alfo
a great reformation at Boone’s Creek, Marble Creek, Shawne
Run, &c.  In fhort, all the churches near this, that I have
heard from, who adhere to primitive Chriftianity, are in.a
profpérous ftate. Infome it appears like a fire that has been
{ong confined—burfting all its barriers, and fpreading with
a rapidity that is indelcribable—attended only with. a ftill
{mall voice.—This, my brother, is 2 harvelt indeed ; and we
may,
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mav, oa this ocedfion, afs the language of facred infpirations
~—¢* T'ae flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the finging
of birds iscome, and the vaice of the turtle is heard in onr
land.” Itmay betraly faid, the Lord isdoing great things
for us, and I willadd, whereof Iam glad.—Oh, that the great
Hufbandman wouid #iil carry on his work, and feparate the
precious grain from the tares!”

Fromthe fame totbe fame, March g, 1801,

¢« Tam forry to hear of your deftitute fituation, in not
hearing the goipel preached—but I will tell you one thing,
ot becaufe you are ignorant of it ; the Lord ¢an communicate
fpiritaal health, ftrength, growth, and vigour, without it,
when he fees caufe to place any of his dear children in fucha
fituation as you are.—It is with pleafure I inform you, 58 were
baptized at Bryant’s yefterday—from 8th February to 8th
March, 120 have been added to that church, among whom
were a number of our acquaintance, and feveral poor black
people, fome of whofe experiences have aftonithed me—This
1s the work of the Lord, and it is marvellous -in our eyes.—s
But alas, poor L~—n, yet in.meafure ftands out, though I
truft even in-this Sodom there are a few brought -to a faving
knowledge of Chrift. I was told yefterday, that the
wicked fon of E—— D—— has been brought into the
gofpel fold.

¢¢ Your friend and bfother
¢¢ in the gofpel of Chrift.

Extra& of a Letter from a Gentleman to his Sifter in Philadelphia,
dated Lexington, Kentucky, Auguft 10, 1801.

¢ Dear SisTER,

« IThatzn to give you an account of the revival of re-
ligion, and fome of the remarkable circumftances thereof.
The niceft pencil could not pourtray to your imagination,
the fullidea of the meeting that took place at Kainridge, in
Bourbon county. I fhall cenfine myfelf only to a few
particulars :—

¢¢ This meeting was publifhed about one month gene-
rally, throughout the Prefbyterian connexion, as one of
their annual factaments : thither affembled the religious of
every denomination, fome from one hundred miles diftant,
but more particularly the Prefbyterians and Methodifts, who
are in foll communion with each other ;—laftly the Baptifts,

who
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who preach with each other, but do notcommene., To this
general affembly I fet off laft Friday, and arrived there .on
Saturday aboat 10 o’clock : I then began to note fome of the
moft extraordinary particulars. I firft proceeded to count the
waggons containing fimilies, with their provifions, camp
equipage, &c. to the number of 147: at 11 o’clock the
quantity of ground occupied by horfes, waggons, &c. was
about the {ame fize as the {quare between Marker, Chefnut,
Second and Third ftreets, of Philadelphia. There wasat
this place a flage ere@ed in the woods, about 100 yards
from the meeting-houfe, where were a number of Prefbyterian
and Methodift minifters ; one of the former preaching to as
many as could get near enough to hear. In the houfe alfo,
was another of the famedenomination, preaching toa crowded
audience——at the fame time another large concourfe of
people colle&ted about 100 yards in an eaft direftion from the
meeting-houfe, hearing a Methodift {fpeaker—and about 150
yardsin a fouth courfe from the houfe was an affembly of black
people, hearing the exhortations of the blacks. The number
of communicants who received tokens were 750, nor was
there a fufficiency of them—thofe tokens are {mall pieces of
lead, the fize of afive penny bit, with the letter Aor B im-
prefled thereon, and diitributed by the minifters to the mems-
bers of. the feveral churches, not excluding any Baptift
that applies for them.* ,

¢ Laft Sunday the affociation was held at Higby’s, 6 miles
from here, where it is faid there were from 8 10 10 thoufind
perfons ; and on the fame day, in the two counties adjoining,

there were, at two cengregations, from 18,000 to 25,000
fouls.”

Extra@ of a Letter fiom the Rew. Dr.Rocers, dated Phila-
delphia, Nowvember 2, 1801,

¢ The printed minutes of Elkhorn Baptift affociation.
held in Kentucky, Auguft 8th, 1801, were putinto my hands
for perufal, laft Friday; by which it appears that the faid
aflociation confifts of 36 churches, 10 of which had applied
at the above time for admiffion, and were accepted. The
addition ‘to this aflociation had been, in one year only, by
baptifm, 3011, Four of the churches had received,

* Oh, that thefe People had introduced among them PresipenT
Eowarps’s Narrative of the work of Ged in*Northampton, N, E. and his
After-thoughts on the Revival., The tormer of thefz may ke had of Moflrs
RBuctun, Pagernotier-row, London=Furror,

by
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by baptifm, 1378 members : between 306 and 400 feverall¥s
ViZ.

Great Croflings Church - - 376
Bryant’s ditto - - - 367
Clear Creek ditto - - - 326
South Elkhorn ditto - - 309

¢ Some had received, the fame year, between 200 and 300,
others between 100 and 200 ; in fome, under 100, down to
30, 20, 10, 8, or 6 perfons. )

¢« Befides the Elkhorn, there are feveral othet Baptift
aflociations in that ftate, viz. Salem; Bracken, Tate’s
Creek, &c. Tam moftcredibly informed, that upwards:of
10,000, at the loweft calculation, had been baptized in oné
year only, preceding the above period. Surely this muft be
the work of God, and it is truly marvellous in our eyes.”

Yhe following is an account of the profperity of Zion, in the
Shaftfoury, Warren, and Stonington Baptift Affociations.

Members added in one year.

Warren - - 620 year, 1800
Shaftfbury (Vermont) - 395 ditto, 1801
Stoningten (Con.) - 114 ditro, 180k

Total - 1129

Extra# of a Letter from the Rev. Mg, Moore, #0 #hs
Rev. Mr. Ricuawps, iz Baltimore, dated Moores-fieldy
Nowember gth, 1801.

¢« I am informed by private letters, that God is fill calling
finners out of darknefs, into his marvellous light, in the
Elkhorn Affociation. In.a letter I faw yelterday, from a
gentleman in Kentucky, to his friend in Montgomery county,
there is a paragraph to the following effeft: ¢ The work of
the Lord, among# us, is extraordinary ; there were, on thelaft
Lord’s Day, 30 perfons baptized, and 7o others waiting to
receive that ordinance ; among other inftances of almighty
grace, my father (80 years of age) has profefled to know
Jefus of Nazareth, and was baptized in his name.”

Dhiiit——r

Extra&
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Extral of a Letter from the REv. WiLrLiam Carey, in the
Eqft-Indies, 1o the REv. Dr. RocERs, of Philadelphia,
dzét,m' Serampoor, December  30th, 1800...e.January gth,
18or1.

« Very dear Brother in Chrift,

Your’s of May 24 arrived here on the 25th of Oftober,
with the parcels, and afforded us a very luxurious feaft, It
gives us great pleafure to find that we are thought of, and
prayed for, in fo diffant a quarter of the globe. I fhall very
highly prize your correfpondence, and hope now you have
begun, you will continue to write by every opportunity.

T wimh I could gratify you by fending an account of our
fuccefs ; but of this we can fay but very little indeed. I
truft our labours have been blefled to the conwerfion of a few
in that very diftant part of the country, in which we firft re-
fided, viz. Mudnabatty—among thofe we may {peak with
confiderable hope of two natives, and a few otheérs; but in
general al]l hopeful appearances among the Hindoos, have
{foon worn off,

The ftate of this country is truly deplorable in a religions
point of view : the Europeans are, in general, fuch as come
out into this country, at 16 or 18 years of age. Some who
have had a claffical education, hearing a few jefts againft
Chriftianity on board. the fhips in which they came, com-
mence Deifts, in which they are foon too fatally confirmed ;
and having read fo much of Jupiter, Juno, Bacchus, &c.
under the name of Deities, and of their worfhip under the
difguifed name of facred, myfteries, they admire the words,
and call Hindoo abominations by the famename; Hencethe
baneful principle that Heathens and people of all religions
may go to heaven, and indeed too many of them are guilty
of occafional alls of idolatry ; fo that Deifm, which 1s the
common profeflion of Europeans—idolatry, adopted by
fome, and a proportionate degree of luxury and vice in all,
mark the European chara&er in this country, a very few cafes
of pious people excepted.

The Heathens are in a very deplorable flate,  'The Brach-
mans, though funk into the dregs of ignorance and vice,
affume the charater of gods, and call themfelves the deities
of the Sooders, and that not only all holy places on -earth,
but in all other worlds alfo, are to be met with in the
foot of a Brachman. Hence they are efteemed by the in-
ferior caft as gods. The learning of the Brachmans is much
like that of the ecclefiaftics in the 12th and 13th centuries—
It is moft pedantic, yet confifts in nothing more than learn-
ing the Shanfcrit language, reading four or five books prin-

odo ¢ipally
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cipally of law, and acquiring the ufe of a few fophifms, which
they difplay on every occafion. . Their worthip is idle cere-
mony; moral re&itude of condu& makes no part of their
{yftem, and they may be literally faid to be pickled in vice.

Yet the true light has fprung up, and I have at this mo-
ment a2 Brachman in the houfe with me, who is come two
miles to beg a copy of Matthew’s Gofpel, which we pub-
lithed in Bengallee fome time ago—-that is, we have begun
¢o print the Bible in that language ; and as that was the firlt
book of fcripture printed off, we printed 500 copies of it
extra. The whole of the Gofpels .is now printed off, and
we have begun to print the A&s of the Apoftles; " feveral
fmall trats have alfo been difperfed ; and they having
been read with eagernefs by the peqple, afford us hope,
that God will arife and famifh all the gods of the earth.
We are now in a very populous part of India, and are often
preaching to, and’ difpwting, &c. with the natives. We
preach flatedly three times on Lord’s ‘days, and twice in
the week. Qur brethren who came laft year, begin to talk
a lile in the language, and our hopes are by no means
low.—We hope in Chrift.

There is only one fmall Baptift €hurch in India, and the
menbers are all Furopeans—We love one another as a
church ; and we who are miffionaries, and live in one family
are a happy family: we live in this place under the protec-
tion of the Danifh government ; have, at the cheapeft and moft
permanent method, purchafed a houfe, and therefore count
this the feat of the miffion, the centre from which all our
exertions muft be made. - .

It gives us all much pleafure to hear of good Captain
Wicks ; his name will be ever dear to all of us, efpecially to
our brethren and filters who perfonally know him, which ¥
had not the happinefs to do. .

The glorious work going on in America, the eftablith-
ment of Miflion Societies, and the like, call for our- moft
lively thanks, and have given us .very great encourage-
ment.—Oh, may eur God gracioufly blefs and and increafe
thofe undertakings, till the world be full of his. glory !

I was much fhocked at feeing in fome. of the American
newspapers, advertifements-headed by—

TO BE SOLD,

A Negro Man, &c.

I hope no Chriftian keeps a flave: if this thould be the
pradtice (for cuftom often blinds the eyes of even good men)
in the fouthern parts of the United States, it will not
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be difficult to anfwer the enquiry in a certain aflociation
letter you fent me, avhy 1he churches in thofe parts are in_fo
languifhing & fiate ; but I hope every one who names thé name
of Chrift, departs from the iniguity of holding their fellow-
creatures in flavery, and that it is the pra&ice of thofe only
who are enemies to the ways of God.

Jaun. g, 18or. I was obliged to break off the other day
as {oon as I had begun to writé ; and this minute Mr. Wilcox
is arrived at our houfe for our difpatches, {0 I muft clofe in
hafte. We have had the pleafure of baptiziig one Hindoo
on a credible profeflion of faith, the laft Lord’s Day of the
year ; and I expe@ to baptize two more, viz. theé wife, and
wife’s filter of the man already baptized ; they have-givena
very fatisfa@ory account of thie work of grace on their fouls
to the Charch, at the time I baptized the Hindoo, Chriftno,
(that is his. name). I alfo baptized my eldeft fon, and hope
to baptize my fecond. fon, about twelvé years of age, at the
next baptizing, which I expe&t the Lord’s Day after-next.—
God has been very gracious to'me, and to the Miffion; inthe
converfion of thefe two lads, as they both {péak the language
of the country, as well as the natives ; and the éldeft, about
fixteen years of age, gives pleafing proofs of his poflefling
opening abilities for the miflion and the miniftry. God has
given us a few Europeans as feals to our work, who are
not yet joined to any charch, and perhaps their fcattered
ficvation may at prefent be a bar to their uniting in com-
munion with any church. ' I intended to fend 2 New Tef-
tament to you, but it is not printed further than the roth
of Hebrews.' I hope to fend onme by the Canton, which
will fail in abont two mionths, and fhall write you again
by that opportunity, My fincere love to all who love our
Lord Jefus, Chrift. I -hope to hear from you by every
opportunity. )

Believe me, that I am,
Very affettionately, yours in Chrift,
WM. CAREY.

BREVIATES OF THE KENT AND SUSSEX ASSOCIATION

oF
BAPTIST CHURCHES;
Affembled at Asurorp, in KinT, June 2d and 3d, 1801,

Tuefday afternoon. The meflengers of the affociated
Churches metat three o’clock, Brother White prayed. The
names of the Minifters and Meflengers were called over;
Brother Atwood was chofen Moderator; and Brother
0002 Stanger,
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Stanger, Scribe, 'The Rules of the Aflociation were read,
as were alfo the Letters from the refpeftive Churches, The
Moderator concluded in prayer.

In the evening, public worfhip began at half paft fix.
Brother Morris prayed ; Brother Coe preached, from Adés
viil. 5. “ And preached Chrift unto them.'” Brother Atwood
concluded with prayer. ‘

Wednefday Morning. , Met at fix o’clock. Brother Arnold
prayed. Brother Jones prayed. Brother Atkinfon prayed.
“Lhe circular Letter written by Brother Pardy on ¢ ProrrT-
ING BY THE PREACHED WORD” was read, approved, and
ordeted to be printed. The Moderator concluded in prayer.

Affembled for public worfhip at ten o’clock. Brother
Copping prayed. Brother Stanger preached, from Phil. i,
27. Brother Knott concluded with prayer.

Met again at two o’clock. Brother Wm. Stace prayed.

Agreed to continue the monthly prayer-meetings, and
that the annual faft be kept on the firft Wednefday in No-

. vember. Brother White to write the next annual letter.
The Church of Chrift, meeting at St. Peter’s, in the Ifle of
Thanet, under the paftoral care of Brother Cramp, was
united to the Aflociation. The meeting was concluded by
prayer from the Moderator, »

In the evening met at fix o’clock. Brother Bentliff prayed.
Brother Purdy preached, john xx, 17. ““Go unto my bre-
thren, and fay unto them, I afcend unto my Father and your
Father, tomy God and your God.”” Brother Cramp prayed.
And the Affociation was difmiffed by prayer from the Mode-
rator. Singing at properintervals as ufual, |

The next Affociation to be held at Eynesfcrd, on the firft
Tuefday and Wedne{day in June, 180z. Our Brethren White,
Knott, and Atwood, to preach; or in cafe of failure, Bre-
thren Copping and Fuller—To inn at the Harrow.

State of the Churches in 1801.
Baptized and added,” 28—Dead, difmifled, &e. 36.
Decreafe, 8.
WiLriam Arwoop, Moderator.
Jornn Stancer, Scribe.

The PRILADELPHIA BaPTIST ASSOCIATION, convened in
PuiLaDELPR 1A, OZober 6th, 7:h, and 8th,1801 ; to the fe-
weral Churches thereunto belonging, fendeth Chriftian falutation.

BELOVED BRETHREN, .
NDER the fmiles of an indulgent Providence," we have
“beenonce more fo favoured as w meet in thisCity, unaw;d

4
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by the angel of death,  'The ititerview has been comfortable,
and our deliberations have been in peace.

Cuftem will lead you to expe&t an addrefs from us in our
colle@tive capacity, We comply with the expeftation; “not
as having dominion over your. faith, but as helpers of your
joy.”” We have entered upon a new centary ; and while it
is yet the morning of it, let us take a view of fome of the
works of God in the laft.

Ninety-four years have rolled on fince the firt meeting of
this Affociation, the fr# in America, and then compofed of
only five Churches; but viewing the prefent flate of our
connexion in this country, we perceive it to be as the thou-
Sands of Ifrael, embracing numerous Affociations, compofed
of ar leaft twelve hundred Churches, including more than a
HUNDRED THOUSAND MEMBERS.

The circamftances of our brethren in this. country, prior
to the Revolution, in feveral of the then Colopies, were
mich the fame as thofe of our brethren in Europe, at that
time and fince. Civil eftablifhments of religion,’ the patural
foes of civil and religions freedom, and of the progrefs of
truth, were only partial here; yet where they had a being,
perfecution of our brethren was - the confequence; the
eflablifhment in Britain had confiderable influence in thofe
Colonies where no fuch eftablifhment a&ually exifted, owing
to the power of the Britifh king in this country, who is the
head of the eftablifhed church, and, as fuch, accordingly
beftowed his favours.—But JEHovam changed the times and
fo over-ruled the matter, that the then Colonies not only
became Sowereipn Independent States, but have taken a national
form under the Federal Confiitution. The conftitutions, and
generally the laws of the individual States, and that of "the
United States declaring and guaranteeing full religious freedom,
we are not only releafed from that yoke of bondage which
the witnefles for Chrift have borne almoft in every age and
nation fince the commencement of the chriftian ®ra; but we
fee the effefts of this freedom in the increafe of our connec-
tion, which, fince the Revolution, is'comparable to an ace
celerated motion.

The difplay of the fovereignty of God in this progrefs of
gofpel truth is great, teaching us that Chrift’s kingdom needs
no fupport from union with the governments of this world ;
that the more diftinétly the line is drawn between .them, the
better. Indeed, all attemptsto unite them are in direé contempt
of Chrift’s authority as ¢ Head over all things to the church ;"
dire@ly deftroy her glory, and effettually impede the ggneral
progrefs of truth, During the fpace of nearly fourteen
hundred years, have men and dewils attempted the church’s

000 3 deftruétion
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deftru&tion by fuoch an unjon; and the exiftence of civil
eftablifhnents of religion 10 Europe, -humanly fpeaking,
prefents an infurmountable barrier to the fpiritual reign of
Chriftin that quarter ; for while they remain, we fee no way
that the pure gofpel and unadulterated ordinances of Chnft
can have general countenance. ‘

The courfe of divine providence induces the idea, that
Zion’s Defence is Hpening another field for -the difplays of his
grace. And, perhaps, while he pours out the vials of his
wrath on thofe nations which have given their power to
the Beaft, for the deftruction of the monfler produced by the
union of church and ftate, in order that he may be ¢ Kin
over all ‘the earth,” he will fhew his gracious power, anﬁ
¢ make the place of his feet glorious,”” where this part of
antichriftian tyranny has no exiftence. .

Ever mindful of his promife, God, in the latter part of the
laft century, brought to the knowledge of thofe natioas,
where the gofpel was, large and populous parts of the world,
which in former times were unknown; and, alfo, difpofed
the minds of his people in Europe to fend the gofpel there,
in a way as unexpetted. i

The generality of the denominations of profeffed chriftians,
having originally derived their various forms of ecclefiaftical
governmerit, from attempts to mould the church afier the
model of the polity of the nation into which they were intended
Aindividually to be incorporated, and the civil fapport of which
they fought and needed, having departed from the fimplicity
of the divine conftitution, which knows no other aid but that
of its divine head ;—théir frame admitting of worldly
grandeur and profperity, as well as fupport and defence ;
and naturally leading them to court a ¢ivil eftablifhment,
‘made them unfriendly to &ach other. But, in a manner as
unexpefted as unexampled, God weakened -their mutual
jealouiies, and they have united in fending, and, at a vaft
expence, fupporting miffions in thofe diftant regions; and
in that refpett appear to have dropt their particular purfuits
of temporal power and aggrandizement, which as well as
urion was neceflary to their fuccefs in the work.

Many endeavours to chriftianize the heathen have proved
abortive; cwing to collateral attempts of the Society, which
fent the miffionaries to gain political power or exaltation
thereby. But the order ot our charches having never been de-
rived from the wifdom or policy of man, not being framed
according to the model of any body politic, we cannot in any
confiftency therewith have fuch views in fending or fupporting
the gofpel where it is not; and fo, humanly fpeaking, are
more likely to be fuccefsful in it., This confideration, over

and
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and above thofe commonly urged, calls upon us asa people
o exert-ourfelves in the great and important work.

Conneted with this view of the fubje&, the fuccefs of the
Brethren of our denomination in England, ought to arreft
our attention. They have feat, and with fuch pecuniary
aids as the Lord ftirred up others to afford them, have fup-
poried a miifion in the idolatrous and far-diftant country of
Hindoftan, where the inhabitants, by their caftoms, appeai
to be more firongly fortified againft the introduction of
Chriftianity among them, than perhaps in any other heathen
land. - Yet not only many of the people, but in fome inftances
their Brahmans, lend a patient ear to the do&rines of the Crofs.
The gofpel by Matthew, printed in the langunage of that
country, has reached America; and probably the whole of
the Bible is by this time difiributing among the blinded
Hindoos in their native tongue, by the extraordinary efforts
of that miffion,

The fuccefs of the Miflionary fent to the Weftern Indians by
our Gfter Affociation of New York; and the difpofition to
hear the gofpel manifefted by awbole nati-ns of them, when
met in council; fatisfied that neither he, nor thofe who fent
him, fought any temporal aggrandizement by, or emola-
ment from them, claims our particular notice; may operaze
as a ftimulus upon us to be found in like exertions, hoping
the Lord is about to come in his kingdom.

In comparing our happy circumftances with thofe of our
Brethren in paft ages, or at prefent in other countries; we
view ourfelves as furrounded with calls to adore the Divine
Sovereignty, that has brought us into exiftence now, rather
taan four hundred years ago, and Aere rather than in Europe,
And although we pretend not. to know . with certainty when
<< the earth fhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,” yet
the events of Divine Providence within the laft twenty-
five or thirty years, are incentives to adore the ¢ bead over
all things to the church,” that he, ever mindful of his purpofe,
is at leaft beginning to bring about predi&ted events, in ways
declarative of his wifdom and care, fecuring the glory to
himfelt, by ufing unexpeéted means. How fafe is his church
in his hand! How immovable! when, unconneéted with
national governments, fhe refts alone on him-as her firm
foundation.

The time in which we live, the late providential occur-
-rences, and the general appearance of things, call loudly upen
us as a pegple for particular exertions, in duties arifing from
our circumftances. While in times of perfecution, a decided
teftimony for the gofpel and laws of Chrift, and patience in
{uffering, are required ;~—fo now, befides that teftimony, to

0004 cleanfe
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cleanfe our hands from f{eeking aworldly hbonour as connected
with the affairs, offices or profperity ot the Church of Chrift ;
and 1o exert. ourfelues in fending the gofpel avhere the Lord may
Jarther open a door for it-among the beathen, may be mentioned
as fome of thofe that Providence demands from us.

We hope better things of you than to fuppofe that you
are negligent in prayer for- the coming of Chrift’s kingdom ;
yet 'we.cannot but conclude, frem folid groands, that toge-
they withimportanity at the throne of grace, pecuniary exertions,
for the diffufion of the gofpel, are particularly neceffary.

We alfo hope, that not only the Lord will incline you
to make fuch exertions ; but that you will look up to him as
the difpofer of all events, that he may both raife up perfons
endowed with miffionary qualifications, and open ¢ a great
door and effeCtual,” of gofpel ufefulnefs before them.

It is probable that great’ difficulties will prefent themfelves
to you as individuals, in the profpeés of ufefulnefs in this way ;
as, ““ that all you can do will be ineffe€tual;’ but be not
difcouraged ;—let each one a& confcieéntionfly, according to
the magnitude of the objeét, and the ability God has given ;
leaving it in his hand ; and we fhall have a folid hope thata
blefling will follow ; for it is common for the Lord to blaft
the blooming ' expectationg of his-people, and fucceed thofe
attempts made according to his will, which ‘promife lefs.
Nor need we expeét that Satan will refrain from attempting,
by every method in his power, to impede any thing that may
be thought of, or done, to difturb or deftroy the empire he
has fo long maintained among . them. But to be humble in-
ftruments, in the Lord’s hand, of fending that gofpel, and
thofe pure ordinances, which European civil eftablifhments
of religion almoft fhut out, or naturally hinder the progrefs
of, to thofe poor heathen whofe hearts the Lord has opened, or
may open—to be thus the means of benefit to one poor foul,
will unfpeakably overpay all the exertions you may ufe, or ex-
pence that may accrue.

And finally, dear Brethren, we exhort you te walk circum-
fpe@tly. Atime of fuch outward peace and profperity is a time
of peculiar.trial. . Weare in danger of finking into remiflne{s
in fecret devotion, and thus becoming expofed to every temp-
tation, of becoming worldly-minded, and, by eagerly pur-
fuing the accumulation of wealth, giving the lie to our pro-
feffion of love to Chrilt, his people, and laws; ‘of conforming
to the world in their cuftoms and infipid converfation, and
thereby encouraging infidelity. - What can ftrengthen and
encourage the infidei more than the worldly conduét and con-
yerfation of profeffors; and efpecially of thofe who exhibit a

teftimony
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teftimony for purity of doétrine, worfhip, and difcipline, ac-
cording to the will of Chrift!

But we have profeffed fimply to follow him in thefe things:
and as, on the one hand, we ought to do it as our privilege,
our “hadpy employment 5 fo, on the other, the world will buhily
compare our conduét with our profeflion. ‘We earneftly be-
feech you to be beforehand with them in the comparifon,
and fteadilv confider whether your common condu& be ac-
cording to the divine pattern, you have profeffed and engaged
to imitate, .And, feeing we are compafled about with crowds
of {peQators, fome of them profefled chriftians, fome profeffed
-deifts, and fome who appear to care for none of thofe things,
¢ Let us lay afide every weight, and the fin which doth
fo eafily befet us, and let us run with patience the race
that is fet before us, lookingunto Jefus,”” as our pattern,
glorying-to tread in his foot-fteps; and as our fupport ;
knowing that we cannot make any progrefs in our profeffed
fubje@ion to him, or for his glory, without afliftance from
him; but which he has promifed, and will affuredly give to
thofe who truft in him.

¢ Now the God of peace, that brought again from the
dead our .Lord Jefus, that great fhepherd of the fheep,
through the blood of the everlafting covenant, make you
perfe& in'every good work, to do his will, working in you
that which is well pleafing his fight, through Jefus Chrift;
to whom be glory for ever and ever! Amen.

By the Affociation,

JAMES EWING, Moderator.
WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Clerk.

EASY METHOD OF BEING ALWAYS IN THE RIGHT,
IN COMPANY.

WRITTEN BY A LADY.

Why is Patronius always in the right ?

Is he endow’d with fupernatural light ?
Certainly not but Reafon points -his way,
And in his breaft her powerful diates fway.

The great fecret of deciding with accuracy, abideth in the
breaft of deliberation ; hafty canclufions muft ever be hazar-
dous; and a rational man will never fubmit that to chance,
which patient and attentive invefligation may reduce to

certainty.



8:8 METHOD OF BEING

certainty. I have for many years had the felicity of ranking
Patronius among my intimate friends; we have lived in the
moft unreferved confidence ;. and I do not recollect a fingle
inftance, wherein he has ever been neceflitated to retraét an
opinion which had received publicity from his adoption.

He is never affuniing; his fentiments are always advanced
with modefty, and by confequence the blufh of error never tinges
his cheek. Iam aware that this is a high .panegyric ; but an
analytical examination-of the fyflem of Patronius, will, if I
miftake not, evince the pra@jcability of a wife man, whatever
may be his internal perceptions, appearing to obfervers always
in the right. ,

It is one of the firft principles of Patromius to liften to the
fentiments of . thofe with whom he aflociates, before he hazards
even a eopjeCture of his own; and as he has an averfion from
coatroverfy, he never ventures upon a fubje&, except with a
view of giwing or receiving information.  He is, on no occafion,
the noify difputant; he will not contradic® peremptorily, nor
aflert dogmatically 5 he does not prefome that a thing s, or is
not, precifely as it happens on a curfory view to ftrike his per-
ception.  He is a clofe reafoner, but then be is a reafoner : his
difquifitions are marked with calmnefs ; and he would prefer
semaining filently attentive during the moft interefting cen-
vesfation, to the uttering a fingle {yilable in favour of an
hypothefis which he conceived falfe and untenable. Hence, it
will be concluded, that he is much more frequently a hearer
than a fpeaker, and this, indeed, of neceffity happens; yet
perfuafion dwells upon his lips, and "his opinions are rarely
everafcertained, that they are not inftantaneoufly adopted. His
character is marked by firmnefs ; he is known to be confiftently
virtuous; and his mowements, rather than his Janguage, are
decifive.  He .is an accurate definer ; and when he fpeaks,
filence, in rapt atttention, bends to hear. He propofes his
fubjec at large ; marks, with precifion, its general contour
exprefles thole ideas fuggefted by an aggregate view thereof ;
and methodically proceeds to individual obfervations, from
whence he deduces his comprehenfive and. felf-evident con-
clofions.

Truth is the great obje& of his purfuit ; and his refearch
after thisineltimable gem is uniformly conduted with modera-
tion. He is a pupil of the Socratic ichool ; and, by a regular
feries of queftions put to his opponent, the invidious takk of
refutation is foftened, and his tenets are eftablithed without
#mvolving thofe rancorous feelings which are too. commonly
the appendages of difputation. By .this mild mode of con-
vincing, Patronius is fure never to offend. Perfons are imper-
ceptibly informed; they admire his- underflanding, without

envying
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envying its brilliancy ; and I have frequently feen the brow of
this accomplithed victor adorned by the cheerful voices and
ready hands of the grateful vanquithed, with the faireft laurels
thit ever grew in the ardmatic haunts of animating praife!
From interrogatory arguments, Patroniusderives an obvious ad-
vantage ; he is {pared the arrogance of affertion ; coavictionis
gradually produced ; and every one is ready to join iflue in
opinions which become felf-evident, which they have helped to
elucidate, and which, with a' pleafing pe-fuafion of their an-
thenticity, pervade the mind. Thus are the feclings of com-
placency invigorated ; prejudice imperceptibly undermined ;
and that pertinacious adherence to a favourite fentiment, {o
natural to human pride, when attacked with lefs judgment,
filfully divefted of its impofing power. Patronius - generally
leaves it to his little audience, to furnith with the garb of words,
the conclufion which he has irrefragably demonftrated ; and
hence, fhould his reafoning undefignedly have conuefted a
latent error, he is fpared thofe unpleafant {enfations which
would have attended the neceflity of yielding his hypothefis,
had he propofed or defended it with obftinacy. Thushedisa
ftranger to the culpability of error; and my eulogium is,
ftrictly {peaking, a fober fa&~its confeious blufbes never. tinge
bis cheek. I grant that Patronius has been rarely equalled ;
and that he is placed, in our world;, a luminary of the firft
magnitude ; and yet, I humbly conceive, I may propofe him as
a model for imitation; for although we may never reach the
{ummit he hath attained, emulation may produce its effeét ; and
every advance we make toward the point of reftitude, will be
honourable to ourfelves, and beneficial to fociety.

Patronius has the felicity to combine thefe qualities which
have beenfuppofed to be too heterogeneous; and, while hismove-
ments are ‘the refult of cool deliberation and noble firmnefs 3
while his condu@ is under the guidance of prudence:and
propriety, the fervour and conftancy of his regards amount to
the amiable and enchanting enthufia{m, infepzrable from fub-
lime and holy friendfhip. Patronius evinceth that a ftrong and
well-regulated mind is fufceptible of cwery excellence ; and his
altions may, in the fame moment, be confider:d us the {uon-
taneous growth of nature, and the refult of educated wi{dom—
they are rich and abundantly produdlive ; they are luxuriant as
the wild and indifcriminating impalfes of uafyftematized libera-
Tity. But a nice inveftigator will obferve them carefully ~runed
by reafon, and circumfcribed by the inclofure of difcreet
munificence.

I do homage to the a&ive mind of Patronius. Intelied, it
is faid, will always command refpe@ ; and, from full conviction,
1 receive this fentiment into my treafury of incontrovertible facis.
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Will a weight of years deftroy the energy of talents fo con-

{picuoufly eminent ? If it will, we could almoft breathe a with

to arreft the progrefs of time; and, with a little variation, we

]a\?‘ply and devoutly afpirate the Homeric petition in favour of
eftor :

¢ What now thou art, Oh! ever mayft thou be;
¢¢ And age the lot of any fage but thee I»

But the uniform temperance of Patronius will entitle him to an
old-age of health ; while his mind will continue cheerful and
ative, purfuing uninterruptedly a courfe of ufefulnefs to the lateft
period of his mortal exiftence ; thus finithing his career with
thofe meliorated fplendours that in the morning of his days,
thining with ftrong effulgence, emitted the faireft hopes of
meridian excellence. While he lives, he will poflef(s the applaufe
of his fellow men ; and pofterity will learn to venerate his
memory.

Extract of Letters from Embden and Antwerp.

Dear Str, Embden, Dec. 7, 1801.

The firt Lord’s Day after our departure, -we were at fea ;
the day was remarkably fine ; we held a meeting twice in
the day for worfhip : each in turn read a chapter, gave out
a hymn, and engaged in prayer; and I truft, though ab-
fent from our dear relatives and Chriftian friends, in the
body, yet we were prefent with the Lord. On the Monday
we were fo ill that we could not fit up ; it blew hard at fea,
and the roaring of the ocean difturbed us not a little ; yet we
thought and fpoke of our friends at Carter Lane. Yefterday
morning we attended the Garth Kirk in this town, at nine
o’clock, and heard Dr. Meder ; in the afternoon, at the
Groote Kirk, Mr. Heafe preached in German; and in the
evening Dr. Mackay. The hours of worfhip are from nine
to eleven, from one to three, and from five to feven o’clock.
Each of the preachers appeared to enjoy a ready utterance ;
their adtion was very graceful; and they each feemed to
command the attention of the audience : we often heard the
name of Jefus Chriflus, both in prayer and preaching ; and
cach concluded with an addrefs to the Holy Trinity. There
were about one thoufand people in the morning, and fifteen
hundred the other two parts of the day, all very decent,
grave and ‘devout. ‘The whole congregatien fing with
great vivacity and harmony, aflifted by an organ. They
begin worthip with finging, then engage in prayer fora
fhort
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fhort time, which is followed by reading a chapter, and 2
long prayer; after that a pfalm, and the fermon,

Antwerp, Feb. 1, 1802.

At Amflerdam T enquired particalarly refpe@ing the flate
of religion among the Baptifts ; [ am forry the refalt of my
enquirfes will give you no pleafure  The Baptifts at Amiter-
dam, not long fince, united themf{elve into onecongregation
they have four minifters ; the principal is Dr. Heffelink, pro-
feflor of philofophy. 1 was informed that he preaches only
four times in the year; I had the felicity to fpeak with this
gentleman, who dire¢ted me to one of his colleagues. Dr.
Devos was the lalt perfon I waited on ; he received me with
great affability. He is a fine venerable old gentleman. 1
was introduced into an elegant apartment, where was his
fpoufe, an agreeable old lady. The Dofor was writing his
fermon ; therefore I moved to withdraw, but he prefled me
in the moft obliging manner to ftay. After {peaking a little
of peace and commerce, we converfed upon religion: he in-
formed me that the Baptifis in Amfterdam had agreed to
unite in one congregation, and, burying all differences, they
now baptize infants and adalts, either by fprinkling or im-
merfion : as to baptifm, they did not confider it amatter worth
countending aboat, in any point of view; and in doftrinal
fubjeds, they did not give themfelves any trouble as to each
other’s creed ; fo they had no contention. Asto himfelf, he
believed the infpiration of part of the Scriptures, but wifhed
much to avoid all eathufiatic notions. He fmiled at the
apparent folly of Dr. Vanderkemp, in attempting to con-
vert the Hottentots. I mentioned the Dottor’s celebrity as a
fcholar : this he allowed in the fulleft degree, but objeéted to
bis fudden converfion, Iafked him if he did not think the
moft likely way to fucceed in the converfion of a people like
the Hottentots, was to mix with them, and learn their lan-
guage; if he did not think that Dr. V. had united zeal and
rational effort # He replied, It was poflible, but he-had little
faith in the matter. Upon the whole, I was led to fuppofe
that Dr. Devos, his colleagues, and congregation, are of
fentiments various as their faces, The old gentleman isa
- very pleafant companion. At parting, I received an invi-
tation to call again. At Amfterdam I heard a good..fermon
at the Scotch church, preached by a Mr. Lowe on Job vii, 1.
The -minifters of the eftablifiment in general appear very
earneft, and the people equally attentive. On the Lord’s
Day. prior to my arrival here, I halted at Breda, and at-
tended the French Proteftant church. The minifter appeared
very zealous, and often introduced the name of Jefus h}:!ﬁ!:
’ WRICHK
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which was very agreeable to me, though I underfiood little
befidess Some of the churches here have ceremonies performed
in them ; but the Romifh Priefts are not yet allowed to make
their appearance in the congregation. ‘They carry on their
craft by * muttering and peeping” behind the fcenes, or on
what they call the altar. 'The people are entertained with
plenty of mufic; a moft excellent fcheme to keep them in
patience with fo much abfurdity. Some of the charches are
pulled down to the ground, and the materials fold ; others
are fhut up; one, that is very large, was formerly fplendid
indeed, is now turned into a government warchoufe; it is
full of goods. The cathedral, a wonderful ftru&ure, once
famed through the world, is now entirely ftripped of its in~
valuable piQures, by Rubens, Vandyke, and Matfey; alfo of its
inimitable marble fculptures. The French are now repairing
it in a coarfe or plain manner, to the great vexation, of the
priefthood and people : when they fpeak of its former {plen«
dour, the fire ot indignation darts from their eyes; if it was
in their power, their conquerors would foon be laid low in
the duft ; but the French have thé power, and to all appear-
ance they will keep it. The temple, once the church of the
Jefuits, ‘even now would regale your eyes to look on it; but
when in its native glory, as it came out of the hands of
Rubens, adorred, or rather cafed with beautiful white mar-
ble, within and without, muft have been incomparable. It
was deftroyed by lightning, and rebuilt; one apartment re-
mains'in its original ftate.  When I view the number, fize,
and beauty of thefe houfes, and think of the expence, I am
compelled to wonder at the efforts of mifguided zeal: and
although the Lord does not require fuch fervices at the hands
of thofe infatuated men, who think indeed he is well
pleafed with them, yet thefe amazing pieces of volun-
tary tribute, ferve as a fevere reflexion on that part of the
world who profi{: to know the liberty of the gofpel, butcare
little for its fupport. They live in palaces, but care-not for
the houfe of God ; they abound in comforts, but think them-
felves juftified in negle@ting poor minifters. Oh.my God !
fuffer mre not ever to be their bondman! rather would [
labour with my hands, and preach to Papifts or cannibals, at
the hazard of my life.

The Government have repeatedly declared their determina~
tion. to proteét all peaceable fubjets in the rights of confcience
‘and in-that form of worfhip moft agreeable to themfelves ; con-
fequently the priefthood are much fallen in appearance and in
influence. Butalthough the people are many of them begin-
ning to think for themfelves, few of them have courage enough
openly to contemn their deceivers; the bulk of them are filk
fincerely attached to the old fyfem. In Holland you :;g
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find a Bible neatly bound and ornamented with filver clafps,
in almoft every houfe, however poor ; but in this great city
thereis'not one to-be feen: fueh as have a Bible dread the
idea of its being known. Poor docile mortals ! they impli-
citly believe ‘every impofition of the priefts, who have
uniforinly commanded them, upon pain of Hell, not to read
the Heretics Bibles, or any other book that might lead to
it; nor are they even to converfe upon religious fubjefts.
The Brabant people pay- a great deference to the Englith,
while they defpife the French. At their concerts and other
meetings, they admit the French with reluctance, but invite
add prefs the Englith to partake of their pleafures. Upon
the whole there is, in my humble opinion, a more -inviting
field for Ewangelical Labours on this part of the Continent,
than in any other part of the globe. The .Miflionary who
undertakes to preach in French, will find it a very different
tatk from what he firft fuppofed; but [ really believe
there are men among you, who would learn to preach in
Dutch with acceptance in one year. I am trymg at i,
but am a’ dull {cholar. Flemith'or low Dutch is the current
language of Flanders and Brabant. Many of the upper fort
{peak French as well as in Paris, if | am righly informed; but
all orders are very partial to the ancient dialett of their
country. We meet together twice on Lord’s Days and
Monday evenings.. You and we are far diftant from each
other, bat I traft neither of us are far from our God,
We always remember you and yourcharge in our poor prayers,
and we have confidence you and our Brethren remember us:
Oh, thatwe may all be continually remembered of our dear
Lord, who is now in his Kingdom !
Your fincere friend,
S. W,

ACCOUNT OF THE ORDINATIUN
OF THE REV. THOMAS COLES, A. M.

To the pafioral care of the BartisT CHURCH: ar Bourton-on-
) the-Water, Glouceflerfhire,

IN the year 1795, the Church at Bourton was deprived, by
death, of their late highly-efiéemed Paftor, Mr. Bejamis
Beddome, M. A. To this event many other affiftive circum-
ftances fucceeded, Difappointed. in every attempt to pro-
cure a fucéeffor whofe labours would enfure 2 cordial unani-
mity, they experienced much interruption of their fpiritual
profperity.

After
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After a long feafon of trial, they are again favoured with a
minifter, who appears to pofiefs, in an eminent degree, their
affe@ionate efteem. ‘ .

In the autumn of 1800, Mr. Coles received from his friends
at Bourton, -many intimations of their wifhes relative to him-
felf 5 which he, at that time, thought it his duty entirely to
difcourage. Soon after this, he complied with an invitation
from the Church in Goodman’s Ficlds, London, to become an
affiftant preacher to their worthy paitor, the veperable 4éra-
kam Booth. In this fitvation, his profpes of happinefs and
ufefulnefs were highly pleafing. - But the Charch at Bourton
Rill followed him with importunate folicitations ; and in order
to give additional weight to their application, they addreffed
a letter to the Church at Goodman’s Fields, in which they thus
urged their requeft :—¢¢ We have loft our paftor, and have long
¢« been as fheep without a fhepherd. We earneftly with for
¢ the revival of religion amongft us. Our defires and ex-
petations were turned to our Brother Coles, now labour-
¢ ing with you. Here he was firlt awakened to the know-
¢ ledge of that falvation, which he has devoted his life to
extend and promote. He is known and beloved by us
all, and we regard him as the perfon who, under Provi-
dence, is the moft likely to revive us, to confolidate our
affetionate intercourfe, and to advance the kingdom of
¢ Chrift in this place. We entreat you, Brethren, to gratify
¢ our hopes, by fufpending your claims, and allowing our

invitation to have its full and free effe® on our brother’s
mind.”—To this preffing folicitation the Church at
Goodman's Fields returned the following anfwer, which is
here inferted by defire of the Charch, at Bourton, as a tef-
timony of their .grateful efteem for the excellent paitor
and people, who fo generoufly facrificed their own wifhes
to the happinefs and profperity of their Chriftian Brethren.

L1

€

-

€
[ L3

€5

€

«“

¢ The Church of Chrift under the paftoral care of 4brabam
Booth, London, to the Church of Chrift late under the pafto-
ral care of Mr. Benj. Beddome, deceafed, at Bourton-on-the
W ater, {fend Chriftian Salutations.

¢¢ Brethren and Chriftian Friends.

““ Your letter, refpe&ing Mr. Thomas Coles, being laid be-

fore us, and duly confidered, the refult was as follows:

« Moved and refolved, That the public miniftry and the
rivate conduét of Mr. Thomas Coles,. during the time he has
een with us, have endeared him to the paftor and members

of this Church ; and led ustolook forward with pleafure to a

more intimate and permanent connexion, if Providence fhould
fpare his life.

¢« Moved
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¢« Moved and refolved, That as we entertain 3 Chriftian
fympathy for the Church at Bowrion, under the peculidrly af-
flictive circumftances which have attended it, and in various
refpeéls, yet continue ; we will not urge Mr. Coles’s connec-
tion with us, as a barto his removal ; provided he himf{elfibe
fatisfied, that the leadings of Providence dire@ him toanother
fituation. ‘'The concern, however, that we fhould feel at fuch
an event, could be compenfated by nothing thort of a well-
grounded perfuafion, that the intereft of our Divine Mafter
would be more effentially promoted thereby. And whilit we
aé& under the influence of this perfuafion, we are encouraged
to hope that the Great Head of the Church will dire& us ta
fuch fupplies as the circumftances of our aged and efteemed
pattor may require; and thus continue to fupport the profpe-
rity of his caufe among us.

Such, Chriftian Brethren, . were the refolutions of the
Church, relative to the important affair refpeéting which you
addrefled us; Refolutions, which, we doubt not, you confider
as exprefling an equally cordial regard for the charatter of Mr.
Thomas Coles, and for your happinefs. Sincerely praying, that
the fpirit of wifdom'and of grace may effe®ually diret both.
him and you in the momentous concern, we, on the behalf of
the whole Church, fubfcribe ourfelves your cordial friends,
and Brethren in the Lord.

Given, at a fpecial

Church Meéting,

Aug. 16th, 1801.
ABRAHAM BOOTH, Paflor.
SAMUEL ETHERIDGE,
WILLIAM TAYLOR, Deaco
THOMAS KEEP, aconss
JOHN WILLIS,

In confequence of thefe fteps, fo honourable to all parties,
Mr. Coles was ordained on Nov. 17, 1801. Mr. Mann, of
Morton-in-the-Marfh, read fuitzble portions of Scripture,
and prayed. Mr. L. Butterworth, of Evefham, delivered the
introduétory difcourfe. Mr. Smith, of Blockley, afked the
ufual queftions. The Church recognized their free choice of
Mr. Coles, who declared his acceptance of the paftoral office,.
and delivered an avowal of his religious fentiments. - Mr:
L. Butterworth, in folemn prayer, commended the minifter
and people to God.

Dr. Ryland, of Briftol, delivered the charge, from three
very interefting expreflions ufed by Paul,in his fecond epiftle
to the Corinthians :

MARCH 1. PPP 2 Cor.
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" 11, 16. Who is fufficient for thefe things ?

2 Cor. § xii.. 9. My.grace is fufficient for thee.

, il 5. Our fufficiency is of God:

Mz. Hinton, of Oxford, addreffed the Church from Col. i.
8, 10.  We.alfo—do not ceafe to pray for you, and to defire that
e might.be filled -awith the knoavledge of bis awill; int all awifdem
and. [piritual underflanding : that ye might walk aorthy of the
Lord; &c.

Suitable hymns were introduced, it different parts of the
{ervice, which Mr. Smith, of Shipfion, concluded with
prayer. Mr. Page, of Briftol, ~~eached in the evening from
2-Cor. iv. 18.

Dr. Ryland’s charge, and the fermon by Mr. Hinton, are
printed ;. entitled The Diffculties and Supports of & Gofpel Mi-
wiffer—and The Duties incumbent on & Chriftian Churth.

It would be eafy to furnifh our readers with interefting ex-
tradls from thefe difcourfes, but we with them the higher fa-
tisfattion of reading the publication itfelf; fold by Button, Lon.
don ; James, Briitol; and by the bookfellers in Oxford, price 1s,

A few remaining Copies of tbejébllmuing Publications by
Dr. Ryland, may be had of Myr. Button, in-London, or
By, Fames, in Briftol.

1. Three Farewell Difcourfes to the Baptift Church at Nor-
thampton, 1793. Price 1s.

2+ A Funeral Sermon, for the Rev. Jofhua Symmonds, of
Bedford; to which is annexed a brief Hiftory of ‘the
Church there, and its Paftors in fucceflion, before ard
fince the time of the celebrated John Bunyan. Price 6d.

3. The certain Increafe of the Glory and Kingdom of Jefus;
a Sermon before the Baptit Affociation at Chard, 1794.
Price 6d.

4 The Duty of Minifters to be nurfing Fathers to the
Charch, &c¢ at Mr. Belther’s. Ordination at Worcefter,
1766.

5~ The dependance of the- whole Law and the Prophets, on
the two primary Commandments.; a Sermon, béfore the
Baptift Affociation at Salifbury, 1798. Price 6d.

6. A Funeral Sermon. for the Rev. Samuel Fearce, A, M. of
Birmingham ; to which are added fome interefting Let-
ters, and. a Narrative of Mr. Pearce’s dying Confolations.
Price 1s.

(This is fuited to be bound up with Mr. Fuller’s
- Memoirs of Mr. Pearce.) )
7. Dr. Ryland’s. Sermon. at Carter-Lane, London; entitled

The Firft Lie refated ; or the Grand Delufion expofed,
1800. Price 6d.

8, The
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8. The partiality and unfcriptural dire&ion of Socinian Zeal
being a Reply to the Rev. Mr. Rowe’s Letter, occafioned
by a note in the Carter-Lane Seérmon, 1801, Price 1s. 6d.

9. Remarks upon the notion of extraordinary Impulfes and
Impreflions on the Imagination, indulged by many Pro.-
feflors of Religion. Price 2d, or 155, per-100.

——

GHARACTER OF TRUE CHRISTIANS GIVEN BY CHRIST.

OUR blefled Saviour having defcribed the Chriftian tem-
per and life, ‘in his fermon on the mount, concludes with the
ftrongeft aflurances, that fuch, and fuch only, as are truly
finctified, fhall be finally faved. If we are fuch, our ¢ houfe
is built upon a rock ;” if not, our ‘¢ houfe is built upon the
fand.” .Now, many hope to.go to Heaven when they die,
who will be finally difappointed. How fhall we koow, that
our foundation is good ! Who can tell us ? Surely none better
than he who is ‘to be our judge. Could we afk our blefled
Saviour, Lord, how fhall we inow? What would he fay ?
Thanks'be to God, we know what he would fay, as furely
as though he fhould ‘anfwer uswith an audible voice from
Heaven ; for he is now of the fame mind as ‘when he dwelt
on earth. ‘What he then taught is left on record, plain for
all to read, that ‘none might miftake in a point of fuch in-
finite importance. ‘Read our Saviour's fermon on the mount,
and there wethall fee the charaéter of a true Chriftian, drawn
by an infallible hand ; and finda teft, by which we may
JSafely try our ftate. TFhe true Chriftian is himble, penitent,
meek, longing after ‘holinefs, merciful, pure in heart, a
peace-maker, willing to part with all for Chrift, andto go
through the greateft fufferings in his caufe (2). Like falt,
he is full of life and {pirit; like light, by his knowledge and
example he enlightens all around him, and isan honour to
his mafter (8);—lives by a firi¢ter rule than any hypocrite. (¢);
does not juftify nor indulge the leaft grudge againft his neigh-
bour, or the firft ftirrings of any corruption in his heart (4);
loves not only his friends ‘but -his enemies, even his worft
enemies (¢) ; givesalms and prays, asin the fight of God.(f);
is chiefly concerned for the horour of God, and kingdom and,
intereft of Chrift in the world (g);—chufes God for his per-
tion, lays up his treafure in Heaven, and means, withan
honeft heart, with a fingle €ye, only to be God’s fervant;

{6) Matt. v. 3em12. (J) Ver. 13516, (¢) Ver. 20. (d)Ver. 21mg2.
(¢) Ver. 43=48. (f) Chap. vi. 1=5. (g) Ver. g, 10,
PPP2 and
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and trufting his kind providence for temporal fupplies, Hte
makes it his chief bufinefs to be truly religious (4);—not of a
carping, captious, -cenforious difpofition ; but chiefly at-
tentive to, and moftly concerned to amend his own faults (7).
He prays, and his prayers are an{wered (#£);—and in imitation
of the divine goodnefs, he is kind to all around him, doing
as he would be done by (/) : at his converfion, he enters in at
this ftrait gate of fri& piety, and through the courfe of his
life he travels in this narrow way of holinefs, almof alone,
few fuited with that road, many walking in broader ways
(=) ; nor will he be diverted from thefe fentiments and ways,
by any preachers or writers, whatever external appearances
of holinefs and devotion they may put on (7).

O—o—

Providential Appearance for the Proteflants.

THE fhedding of blood in Ireland, under Queen Mary,
was providentially prevented by the following fingular, yet
authentic, incident. Mary difpatched Docor Cole thither,
with a commiffion for the deftrudtion of Proteftantifm. At
Chefter, Cole, difcourfing with the Mayor, pointed to a box,
and faid, *“ Hereis a commiffion that {hall lath the Heretics of
- Ireland.” The miftrefs of the houfe, who was a Proteftant,
and had a Proteftant brother in Dublin, heard the ex-
preflion; and in the abfence of the Dottor took away the
commiffion, and fubftituted a pack of cards, with the knave
of clubs uppermoft, Cole purfued his journey ; and made the
difcovery in the Privy Council chamber at Dublin. He re-
turned in confufion to England for a new commiffion; and
on his way to Ireland with it, was ftopped by tidings of
the Queen’s death, See Mofheim, vol. iv. p. 128, the tranf-
tator’s noté.

OBITUARY.

Mr. Edward Rogers, the fubjett of the following memoir,
was born at Whitfield, in the county of Kent, When about
21 years of age, another youth prevailed on him to go to
Dover to the preaching. They went and heard the Rev. G.
Townfend, of Ramf(gate, difcourfing on the confequences of
dying without faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift. Mr. R. thought
if he bad died then, all the confequences would have been
his lot. He was.much diftrefled, but he and his friend went

(5 Matt. vi, 19—14. (i) Chap. vii. 1~=5. (k) Ver, 7~=11.
YV 12, g (m) Ver 13, 14 () Ver. 15 : .
agam
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again the next Lord’s day : his difrefs increafed ; he could
not fleesp. The other youth, who was the accafion of Mr.
‘R.s going to hear, remained in a ftate of nature. Thefe
companions foon parted, and Mr. R. was foon after brought
into the light of the glorious liberty of the gofpel. <€ What,
{aid he, I then enjoyed of the things of God, no tongue can
defcribe. I read the Scriptures for myfelf, and very foon
clearly faw the ordinance of believers baptifm, but fought
againft my conviions as long as I could : at iength I was
baptized, and joined Eythorn charch, of which I amanun-
‘worthy member. 1 ufed to take great pleafure in prayer
meetings, and with my heart faid; ¢« Whom have I°in
Heaven but thee? And there is none upon earth I defire
befide thee.”” He then added,

€¢ Many years have pafs’d fince then,

¢¢ Many trials have I feen.”
He then took his handkerchief from his pillow, wiped upa
flood of tears, and.added ;

¢¢ But have been upheld till now.

¢¢ Who could hold me up but thou 27

Ithen' afked, Do you repent of having been a follower of

Chrift thefe twenty-four years, or of any of your religious

fentiments ?*’ He anfwered, ¢ No; but I do repent of having

followed my dear Lord fo far offi—this I canfay, I have no

other foundation than Jefus, nor do I want any other.”

He then fmilingly faid, ¢ 1 know Chrift loves me, and I

know Ilove him, and I do moft fincerely love the Eythorn

church. I am afflitted, mof leave my f8nily and my friends,

and muft die; but my dear Lard does not deal hard with me—

not one pain 100 many or too heavy: what I know not now

I fhall know hereafter; I am fully refigned to his will.”

He added, ¢ Satan feveral times has tried to perfuade me that [

am an hypocrite, and that Ifhaltgo to hell after-all; but I faid

No, Devil, not fo, for I neither love you nor your compu-

nions now ; and furely I fhall not be with you forever. { fre-

quently look back on the pleafures paft, and I now look
forward to the enjoyments before me.”” On 2z1ft April he
{aid to me, *¢ I defire my love to the church, and beg you
- will tell young people that youth is the beft time to {erve the
. Lord; and that they will not repent of it when they grow old,
and that a dying manknows it tobe true.” Ifzid, My friend,
perhaps we are parting for the laft time, have you any thing

on your mind you would wifh to communicate to me? He
faid, Yes, and burft into tears: after venting himfelf he faid,

«¢ I have one thing, Sir, it lies very heavy oo my mind ; / am

afraid my poor little boy (then lying by him, about four years of

age) will never hear the gofpel—"" hereaflood of tears inter-

rapted—** [ have” {aid he, * one with : although my friends

are buried at Whitheld, Icould wifh tolieatEythorn; and my

reafor
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reafon for it is this: perbaps feven years bence my kittle boy may
beginto think, Lonce had a FATHER, be ufed ta goto Eythorn meet-
ing 5 my mother told me be was buried there 5 it is Sunday—I will go
and fee my Father’s grave—And then, {aid the dying parent,
what if be foould turn into the houfe of God, and the Lord foousa
Send the wordto his poor heart I”’—floods of tears terminated
the converfation. When I mentioned this in his funeral
fermon,. it produced an aftonithing effe&t; but I fear it was
dnly momentary. When he named his funeral text, Rom. vi.
23. hefaid, I give you this, that you may fay fomethingof an
alarming and encouraging nature to poor finners.,” On the
morning of his departure, about an hour-before he breathed
his laft, he faid in a very low tone of voice, ¢ I fhall foon be
with Jefus now, {weet Jefus, fweet Jefus.”” Thus died 2
lively, ufeful, and ornamental Chriftian, on the 4th of May,
1801, in the 44th year of his age. And on December 7th,
1801, departed this life Mrs. Efther Rogers, mother of the
above. She had known the Lord about twenty-five years,
and was converted under a fermon preached at Eythorn, by
Mr. Zenas Trivet, Minifter at Langham in Effex, from, The
-great day of bis wrathis come. She lived very much by faith,
walked clofely with God, and died very comfortably,

—————

LAST ACCOUNT OF THE BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA.

The friends of the Miflion will be glad to hear, that the
New Teftament in Bengalee is printed. A copy has been
{fent to London, and was taken by Mr. Fuller into the country.
Mr. Brunfden had revived-a little 3 but no apprehenfion of
his recovery was exprefled, in Mr. Ward’s fhort note. A gen-
tleman who brought the New Teftament, &c. ‘&c. {peaks in
high terms of the Miffionaries, and of their connexions.
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ORIGINAL POETRY.

HYMNS BY MR. BEDDOME.

Numsers xiv. 44.==But they prefumed to go
up unto the bill rop.
X RESUMPTION is a daring fin :
"~ Lord, keep me ever free
From what’s fo hurt ful in itfelf,
So hateful unto thee.
2 From ev'ry fin I would abftain,
From this above the reft;
Or feel an agonizing pain,
When I have thus tranfgreft,
3 Yet would I not e’eri then defpair,
But fly to Jefus’ blood ;
This foothes the forrows of the mind,
And reconciles to God.

NoMBERS xVi. 22.—And. they fell on their
Sacesy and faidy O God, and tbe God of the
Spirits of all flefb, fball one man finy * and wilt
thou be wratb with.all the congregation ?

1 HAT ails thee, O my foul ?

‘Whence fpring thofe briny tears?
From whence arife thofe penfivé fighs,
And thefe heart-rending fears ?
2 "Tis fip, that curfed thing,
Diiturbs my peace and reft;
Have pity on me, O my God,
For I am fore diftreft.

3. Let the Redeemer’s blood
My troubled fpirit calm, .
And to the wounds that fin hath made,
Apply that precious balm.

NumBeRrs xxiii. 2 X.—~=He bath not bebeld ini-
quity in Facob, neitber bath be feen perverfe-
nefsin Ifrael. i

1 YN the pure fountain of thy blood,

Dear Jefus, wath my ftains,
There let me bathe and bathe again,
Till not a.fpot remains.
2 Clothe me with thy refplendent robe
Of perfe& righteoufnefs;
The brighteft angels never. wore
So beautiful a drefs.
4 In thee O may.I fland complete
Before thy Father’s throne ;
And fee his reconciled face,
Accepted in'the Son.
4 'Thus when my hopes are all fulfill'd,
And all my fears are fled ;
‘With willing hands I'll place the crown
On thine exalted bead.

NUMBERS xxxii. 23.==Be fure your fin il
find you sut.

1 INNER, whoe’er thou art,
Thy fin will find thee outs
And wrath, in all its dreadful forms,
Encompafs thee about.

2 Fly then, O fwiftly fly
To Chrift’s atoning blood 3
*Twas he, and only he, that did
Appeafe an angry God.

ON THE SAME.

b4 LAS! my fins have found me out
Great God, what thall Ido?
I've plung’d myfelf into a gulph
Of wretchednefs and woe.
2 Stretch out thine arm of mighty grace,
And free my captive fou) ;
My faults, though numberlels, forgive 3
My pow’rful luft, controul.

5 May I my fins and felf abhor,
Repent and turn to. thee !
In thee alone my help is found 5
Have mercy, Lord, on me.

JosHUA v. 13, 14.~=And it came to pafs, when
Fofpua was by Fericho, that be lifed -up bis
eyes and looked, and bebold, there flood a man
over againft bim, with bis fword drawn. in
bis band 5 and Fofbua went unto bim, and faid
unto bimy, Art thou for s, or for our adwer-
Jaries Ba=14. And be faid, Nay; but as.Captain
of the boft of the Lord am I now come : and
Fofpua fell on kis face to the earth,y and, did
worfbipy and Jaith unto bim, What. faith my
Lord unto bis jervant ?

ONSCIENCE, thine accufation geafe ;

Satan, no more difturb my peace;
Begone, ye fins : God vengeance takes;
Yet whom he loves he ne’er forfakes.
If on my fide he once.engage,
Though earth and hell againft me rage,
Tho’ death with all its train draws near,
I will not, for I need not fear.
3 Depart, ye fons of fleth and fenfe ;
God is my thield and my defence :
Ceafe then your threat’nings, ceafe to roar;

-

Y

I dread your fury now no more,
Josuva
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Josuva vii. 10.=dnd the Lord faid unto
Hofpuay, Get thee up; whereforedieft thou thus
upon thy face ?

T ISE, ye dejefted faints,

And Jook unto, your God 5
Soft pity overfpreads his face,
Ev'n while he lifts his rod.

2 Amidft his fore rebukes,
His heart is full of love;
And, when his firokes are fan&ify’d,
He will thofe firokes remove.

3 Then check your rifing fears,
And make his Narme your truft.
Tho’ he corre@; he’ll not forfake;
He’s good as well as juft,.

——

JuocEs i. 27.—Bur the Canaanites would
dwell in that land:
b4 LAS ! in this poor heart of mine,
What oppofites do meet !
The fleth and fpirit, fin and grace,
Maintain a conftant fight.
2 My lufts, thofe curfed enemies,
Have their ftrong holds within
My vig'rous efforts they refift,
And num’rous victries win.
5 Tho’ often foil'd, Lord, by thy name,
The battle I’ll renew; -
>Tis thine yut-ftretched arm alone
Can all‘my foes fubdue,

D

3 SaMURL i 15.~And Harnab anfwered and
Jaid, Noymy Lord, - I am a woman of a for-
rowful fpirit: -1 lﬂ:’z:w drunk neither avine ner
Sirong crinks but bave poured out my foul before
the Lord.

¥ HATEER propenfities 1 feel,
Or fnares for me are laid 5
May 1 of criminal excefs
Be cautioufly afraid !
2 Sober and temp’rate may 1 be,
In all' my a&ions juft;
To felf-indulgence disinclin’d,
No flave to any lutt.
3 By treading with unwearied ftepy
The fafe, the narrow road,
C may I'evidence myfelf
The friend, the child of God!

ORIGINAL  POETRY.

1 SAMUEL ii. 25.~Fhy do ye fuch things #
I- HY . 0.my foul, doft thou tranfgre(s
F The precepts of thy God ?
Canft thou efcape his vengeful wrath,
Or bear his {fmarting rod ?
2 From my example others warn,
The paths of vice to tread ;
And who can tell how far and wide
The:influence will {pread ?
3 By my ownappetites enflav’d,
1 drag the heavy chain ;
And frive to extricate myfelf,
But ftrive, alas ! in vain.
4 Great God, my finful life reform,
My finful heart renew ;-
Satan and this vain world, be gone;
Ye baneful lufts, adieu.

1 SAMUEL Vi, 6.—Wherefore then do ye barden
your bearts ? T

11 HIS heart of mine how unprepar’d!

No ice fo cold, no flint fo hard ;
Tho’ Chrift himfelf ftands knocking there,
And knocks aloud, I do not hear.

2 The lightnings flath, and thunders roar;
Iftupid am as heretofore 5
Tho’ told of Heaven, and told of Hell,
I neither joy nor forrow feel.

3 Sov’reign’of worlds, to me impart
The mourning eye, the trembling heart;
Let grace my finful'lufts fubdue,
Arnd form my alive powers anews

1SeamuEL xxv. 2g.—But the foul of my lord
fbal] be bound up in the bundle of life aith the
Lord thy God ;. and the fouls of thine enemies,
them fball be flirg outy as out of the middle of
a fling.
1 LEST are the heaven-born fouls,
"Their happinefs is fure ;
Their all is lodg’d in Jefus® hands,
And there'it is fecure:
2 Helives, and they fhall live,
This fountain’s never dry ;
Andits clear ftreams thall quench their thirft,
And all their wants fupply.
3 But ftubborn finners shall
His juft-difpleafie prove;
And thofe his awful vengeance fee!,
‘Who flight his pard’ning love.
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Tue HISTORY or Tae BAPTIST CHURCH,

AT
PROVIDENCE 1x RHODE ISLAND,

From 1639, to the Death of Dr. ManNING.

(Continued from page 797.)

Rev. PARDON TILLINGHAST was next in office. He
was born at Sevencliffe, near Beachy Head in Old England,
about the year 1622. He'came to Providence by way of
Conne&icut, in the year 1645, and was of the particular
Baptift denomination, and remarkable for his piety and
his plain drefs. At his own expence he built the firft
meeting-houfe, about the year 1700, on a fpot of ground
towards the north end of the town; having the main
ftreet for the front, and the river to the back. A larger
houfe was eretted in its place, in the year 1718. He
was buried in his own Lot, towards the fouth end of the
town ; and which is ftill continued as the burial place of
the family. ‘

Rev. Ebenezer Jenckes fucceeded Mr. Tillinghaft in
office. He was bornin Pawtuckett, in the townfhip of
Providence, 1669, and ordained Paftor in 1719; which
office he held till his death, Aug. 14, 1726. He wasa
man of parts and real piety. He refufed everypublic office,
but the Surveyorthip of the propriety of Providence. He
was buried in the family burial-ground, in Pawtuckett.

Rev. James Brown, grandfon to the Rev. Chad
Brown, by his eldeft fon, born at Providence, 1666, was
next ordained to the paftoral office in this church, and
continued therein till his death, O¢&tober 28, 1732. He
was an example of piety and meeknefs, worthy of admi-
ration. He was buried in his own Lot at the north-end
of the town, and a ftone was erected to his memory.

Rev. Samuel Windfor fucceeded Mr. James Brown.
He was born in the townthip of Providence 1677, and
ordained 1733. He continued the care of this church,
until November 17, 1758, when he died. He was
efteemed 2 worthy man,  and had confiderable fuccefs in
his miniftry.

Rev. Thomas Burlingham was in union with Mr.
Windfor. He was born at Cranfton, May - 29, 1688,
and was ordained at the fame time with Mr, Windfor;

L Q but
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but in 2 meafure refigned his care of the church, 2 con-
fiderable time before his death, in order to preach to a
new church at Cranfton. He died January 7, 1740.

Rev. Samuel ‘Windfor, fon to the aforenamed Samuel
W indfor, was next in office. He was born November 1,
1722, in the townfhip of Providence, and ordained
June 21, 1759. He continued his office with eafe and
fome fuccefs till towards the year- 1770, when he made
repeated complaints to the church, that the duty of his
office was too heavy for him, confidering the remote
fituation of his dwelling from town. He conftantly
urged the church to provide help in the miniftry, as he
was not able to ferve them any longer in that capacity,
without doing injury to his family, which they could
not defire.

Divine Providence had fo ordered, that the Rev. James
Manning, Prefident of the Rhode Ifland College, was
likely to remove from Warren, to fettle with the college
in this town ; and which was efteemed favourable to
the withes of Mr. Windfor and the church. However,
at this jun&ure, Mr. John Sutton, Minifter, on his way
from Nova Scotia to the Jerfeys, arrived at Newport
when Mr. Windfor and the church invited him to preach
as affifiant for fix months; which he did to good accep-
tance, and then purfued his journey. ‘The attention of
the church and Mr, Windfor was now directed to Mr.
Manning : and at a church meeting held the beginning
of May 1770, Daniel Jenckes, Efg. chief judge of the
inferior court, and Solomon Drown, Efq. were chofen to
‘wait on Mr. Manning at his arrival, and, in the name of
the church and congregation, to invite him to preach at
the meeting-houfe. Mr. Manning accepted the invita-
tion, and delivered a fermon. It being communicn-day,
Mr. Windfor invited Mr. Manning to partake with them,
which the Prefident cordially accepted.  After, this
feveral members were diffatisfied at Mr. Manning’s par-
taking of the Lord’s Supper with them ; but, at a church-
meeting appointed for the purpofe, Mr. Manning was
admitted to communion by vote of the church. Not-
-withftanding this, fome of "the members remained
diffatisfied, at the privilege of tranfient communion being
allowed Mr. Maunning ; whereupon another meeting was
called previous to the next communion-day, in order to

reconcile
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reconcile the difficulty. At faid meeting Mr, Manning
was confirmed in his privilege by 2 much larger majority.
At the next church-meeting, Mr. Windfor appeared with
an unufal number of members from the country, and
moved to have Mr, Manning difplaced, but to no purpofe.
 The oftenfible reafon of Mr., Windfor and of thofe
with him for objecting againft Prefident Manning was,
that he did not make impofition of hands * a bar to com-
munion, though he himfelf had received it, and adminif-
tered it to thofe who defired it. Mr. Windfor and the
church knew Mr. Manning’s fentiments and practice for
more than fix years at Warren; thofe therefore who
were well informed, attributed the oppofition to the
Prefident’s holding to finging in public worfhip ; which
was highly difguftful to Mr. Windfor. The difficulty
increafing, it was refolved to refer the bufinefs to the
next affociation at Swanfy. But when the cafe was pre-
fented, the affociation, after a full hearing on both fides,
agreed that they had no right to determine, and that the
church muft aét for themfelves. The next church-meet-
ing, which was<in October, was uncommonly full. All
matters relative to the Prefident were fully debated, and
by amuch greater majority were determined in his favour.
It was then agreed all fhould fit down at the Lord’s table
the next Sabbath, which was accordingly done. But at
the fubfequent communion feafon, Mr. Windfor declined
adminiftering the ordinance; affigning for a reafon, that
a number of the brethren were diflatisfied.  April 18,
1771, being church-meeting, Mr. Windfor appeared and
produced a paper, figned by a number of members living
out of town, dated Jonfton, February 27, 1771, in which
they fay:

BRETHREN

* ¢¢ The opinien of laying on of hands upon every member of the church,
had long made a feparation among the Baptift Churchesin America; but
foon after Dr. Manning came to Providence, he prevailed with the church
there, to admit other Baptifts to occafional communion with them ; though
they received none as members till after his death. But on-Auguft 4, 1791,
the church had a full meesing, when this point was ‘Kiﬁin&ly confidered,
and a clear vote was gained to admit members who Mid not hold that
do€rine. Mr. John Pitman, who was born in Bofton, and had been a
minifter at Freehold in New Jerfey, removed to Providence ; and he and his
wife were the firft members who were received into this church, without
holding to the laying on of hands upon every member."==Backus's Church
Hiftory of New England, Vol. 3. p..221.

QAR 2
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« BRETHREN and SisTErRs. We muft in con-
fcience withdraw ourfelves from all thofe who do not
hold ftrictly to the fix pringiples of the doétrine of Chrift,
as laid down in Hebrews, vi. 1. 2.”

At achurch-meeting held May 30, 1771, Mr. Samuel

Windfor, made a fecond declaration, that he withdrew
from the church at Providence, and that he thould break
bread in Jonfton {anadjacent town), which he accordingly
did the firft Lord’s day in June, and continued fo to do.
" The church remaining in Providence applied to Rev.
‘Gardner Thurfton, of Newport, for advice. In confe-
quence of advice received, it was®refolved to apply to
Rev. Job and Ruffel Mafon of Swanfy, to come and ad-
minifter the Lord’s Supper. Accordingly a letter was
fent, figned by Daniel Jenckes, Efq. Deacon, Ephraim
‘Wheaton, and others, bearing date june 10, 1771." To
this letter the. following anfwer was received:

Swanfy, Fune 28, 1771.
To the Brethren and Sifters in the town of Providence,
not long fince under the care of elder Samuel Windfor,
but now forfaken by him, we fend greeting, wifhing
all grace, mercy, and peace, may abound toward you all,
‘through our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. Whereas
you have fent a requeft for one of us to break bread among
you, we laid your requeft before our church-meeting 3
and there being but few members prefent, and we not
being able to know what the event of fuch a proceeding
might be at this time, think it not expedient for us to
come and break bread with you. And whereas you
have received Mr. Manning into your fellowfhip,
and called him to the work of preaching (he being or-
dained), we know not but by the fame rule he may ad-
minifter the Lord’s Supper. . But, whether it will be
moft expedient for you to omit the adminiftration of the
Lord’s Supper, confidering the prefent circumftances
of the cafe, until the affociation; we muft leave you to
judge. No more at prefent, but defiring you would feek
God for wifdom to dire&t you in this affair ; hoping you
will have the glory of God, the credit of our holy religion,
and the comfort of his children, at heart in all your pro-.
ceedings, Farewelly
Jor Mason, }
RussELL MASON, Elders.
In
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Inconfequence of the above advice, the church appointed
a meeting to confider the propriety of calling Prefident
Manning to adminifter ordinances to the church; where-
upon the following refolution was formed :

¢« At a meeting of the members of the Old Baptift
Church-Meecting in Providence, in church-meeting
affembled this 31ft day of July, 1771, Daniel Jenckes,
Efq. Moderator.—Whereas 'Elder Samuel Windfor, now
of Jonfton, has withdrawn himfelf, and a confiderable
number of members of this church, from their commu-
nion with us wholive in town; and we being deftitute of
aminifter to adminifter the ordinances amongft us, have
met together, in order to chufe and appoint a fuitable
perfon for that purpofe.—~Upon due confideration, the
members prefent chufe and.appoint Elder James Manning
to preach and adminifter the communion, according to
our former ufage.” '

To the above refolve Mr. Manning returned the fol-
lowing anfwer:

« Ag the church is deftitute of an adminiftrator, and
-think the caufe of religion fuffers through the negleét of
the ordinances of God’s houfe : I confent to undertake to
adminifter them pro tempore; that is, until there may be
a more full difquifition of this matter, or time to feek
other help; at leaft until time may prove whether it will
be confiftent with my other engagements, and for the
general intereft of religion.” - ‘

This anfwer being accepted, the Rev, James Manning
was appointed Paftor of this church, pro tempore.

At the general meeting (or affociation) held September
20, 1771, a queftion was put, “ Whether thofe members
who withdrew with Mr. Windfor, or thofe in Providence,
be eonfidered the Old Church 2> Whereupon the Bre-
thren meeting in Providence were acknowledged the old
Church ; but it was agreed that the aflociation would
hold communion with both Churches fo long as they
walked agreeably to the Gofpel.

Mr. Manning preached with general acceptance to an
increafing congregation for fome time, without any.
vifible fuccefs in the copverfion of finners. In the latter
end of the year 1774, the fudden death- of one Mr,
Biggilo, a young man, who was accidentally fhot by his
intimate companion playing with a gun, made a very

QR 3 uncommon
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uncommon impreflion upon the minds of many. In
December of the fame year, it pleafed the Lord to make
his power known to-the hearts of Tamar Clemons, and
Venus Arnold, two black women, who were foon added
to the church by baptifm, and who maintained the
dignity of their profeffion.  The facred flame of the
Gofpel began to fpread; and in the courfe of fifteen
months, one hundred and four perfons confeffed the power
of the fpiritof Chrift in the converfion of their fouls, and
entered the gates of Zion with joy. During this time,
a peculiar folemnity pervaded the whole congregationand
town. There was a general attendance on the worthip
of God; and meetings for conference and prayer were
held from houfe to houfe to great advantage. The
meeting-houfe was not fufficient to contain the people
who prefled to hear the word ; therefore, thofe who'e
hearts the Lord opened, were ready to join their hands
to build a more convenient place for the worfhip of God.

A committee was now appointed to petition the
general aflembly of the State at their next feflion, to ob-
tain an act, empowering them to fell the meeting-houfe
and ground, and to lay out the money arifing from the
fale thereof, in purchafing and preparing another lot, and
building a houfe for the Baptift church and fociety.
The petition was granted, and the meeting-houfe and
lot were fold at public vendue to John Brown; Efq. for
the fum of four hundred and twenty pounds L. M. A
generous fubfcription was foon obtained, and a lot of
ground containing about two acres, fituated in the centre
of the town, was purchafed of Mr, William Ruflel, and -
Mr. Amaziah Waterman.

The draught of the new meeting-houfe was made by Jo-
{eph Brown, Efq.amember of thischurch, and Mr. Sumner,
who alfo fuperintended the building. The floor was laid 8o
feet fquare. It contains 126 {quare pews on the ground
floor. A large gallery on the fouth, weft,and north, and
one other above on theweft, for the ufe of the blacks. ‘The
roof and galleries are fupported by twelve fluted pillars of
the Doric order. The cieling in the body is a continued
arch, and over the galleries it is interfected ; the adjuft-
ment of which, and the largenefs of the building, renders
itextremely difficult for moft who attempt to preach in
it. At the eaftend is a very elegant large Venetian win-

dow,
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dow, before which the pulpit ftands. - At the weft end
is a fteeple of the height of 196 feet, fuppofed to be the
beft workmanfhip of the kind in America. It was fur-
nifhed with a good clock and bell, both made in London.
The weight of the bell was 2515lb. and upon it was the
following motto:

¢¢ For freedom of confcience, the town was firft planted ;

Perfuafion, not force, was us’d by the people ;

This church is the eldeft, and has not recanted,

Enjoying and granting bell, temple, and fteeple.”

This bell was fplit by ringing in the year 1787, and
afterwards recaft by Jefle Goodyear at Hope Furnace;
the weight thereof is23871b. The infcription of it is,
¢ This church was founded A. D. 1639, the firft in this
State, and the oldeft of the Baptifts in America,”” The
ground and building amounted to about feven thoufand
pounds . M. It was opened for public worthip May 28,
1775, when the Prefident, afterwards Dotor Manning,
preached the firft Sermon from Genefis xxviii. 17.  This
15 none other but the Houfe of Gody and this is the Gate of
Heaven. .

At this time a number of the principal members of
the church and congregation, fincerely withing the ut-
moft profperity to attend the intereft of Chrift among
them, propofed to form themfelves into a body politic, to
be known by the name of ¢ The charitable Baptift So-
ciety, in the Town of Providence in the Colony of
Rhode-Ifland, and Providence Plantation in New-Eng-
land.” The defign of this Society was to raife a fund
towards the fupport of the minifters of the church, edu-
cate youth, and other laudable purpofes. Thefe members
petitioned the General Affembly, at their next; feflions
holden at Newport, for a charter; which was readily
granted, on-the firft Wednefday in May, 1774. This
dociety is fill continued.

The church and congregation being happily fettled in
the new meeting-houfe, and promifing themfelves great
pleafure therein, were foon difturbed by the alarm of
war. Many of the young members were taken away
to join the. army. Families removed for fafety to the
country; and thofe who were left behind, were expofed
to the fears commion to fuch afflictive feafons. Through
divine goodnefs, the ftated worthip was continued, and

QUQ Q4 mectings
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meetings of bufinefs regularly preferved. When it
pleaied the Lord to ordain peace, and to return many of
thofe brethren, who had been feparated by public calami-
ties, it was thought proper to hold two efpecial meetings ;
one at Providence, and the other at Pawtuckett, five
miles diftant, where 2 number of the members refided.
The defign of thefe meetings was to engage each other
to walk in the fear of God, and enjoy-the happy privilege
of chriftian communion, which proved of real advan-
tage. However, the church was conftrained to experience
the fad confequences of their {cattered flate. = Gifts and
graces were greatly injured, and that bloom of profeffion,
which appeared ‘at the time of the general revival, unhap-
pil{)faded away.

r. Manning continued his miniftry to good fatis-
fa&ion, and with fuccefs; but the Prelident’s conftant
employ in the college, not only prevented him from at-
tending the affairs of the church, and from neceflary
vifits, but unavoidably permitted its members to lie in 2
very unpleafant fituation. The Do&or being fenfible of
thefe things, repeatedly intreated the church to look out
for a minifter.to take the charge of them; and at length,
in the moft honourable way, reiigned his paftoral office.
He died, in a fit of the apoplexy, univerfally regretied,
July 29, 1791, leaving behind an amiable widow. A
thort Account of him may be feen in the Baptift Regifter,
No. HI, page 2413 to which we hope additions will be
made, in the Hiftory of Rhode-Ifland College 5 a fketch of
which we intend foon to give.

e e—
——

THE SUBSTANCE OF

A SERMON TO THE HINDOOS,
BY FELIX CAREY.

EAR, all ye people, the way of falvation. Ye
know that we are all finners, born in fin; fin is

our delight, all manner of fin: you have finned till you
think you are going the right way, though in the road to
Hell. * You have ferved vain idols all your life, yet you

have
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have found nothing ; you have got nothing. Some have
ferved Ganga, fome Seib, Haly, and other idols—for
there are many thoufands of them. After all this, what
have you found ? I {ee nothing,for you fin the fame as you
did before: you delight in fin the fame as you did before.
I fee nothing at dll, after you have fpent fo much in
making thefe zhings. They have ears, it is true, but
they cannot hear ; mouths, but cannot {peak; legs, but
cannot walk ; eyes, but cannot fee ; and hands, but can-
not do any thing: they cannot do good or evil. You
know that the Creator is greater than the thing: thefe
gods are made by man, therefore they cannot do fo-much
as man can do. ‘Thefe things 1 can break with my
hands: but who can break to pieces the true God?
Thefe are your gods: a piece of ftone or wood—thefe
are your gods, which you fay can fave you, but they
cannot. You know that when the Englifh took this coun-
try, your Gods could not fave it. Ifyour Gods could not
do this, how much lefs can they fave your fouls from
everlafting flames? Can thefe foolith Gods fave you,
which you cando what you will with? So many offer-
ings have you made to them, and yet you have found
nothing. 1 pray you forbear, for it is all the work of
Satan. All your life-time you have ferved Brahmans,
till they have devoured all your money, yet they have
done nothing for your- falvation. They want nothing
elfe, nor care about any thing elfe, but how they may
get your money. They do not care about you, whether
you are well or ill ; whether you are faved or loft. You
fee your. Brahmans are as bad as you: they {in as much
as you; they love f{in as well as you, Look into all the
jails; fee ‘how many of them are there. What more
proof do you want than this, that you are @// the fervants
of fin? Your Gods are finners; your Brahmans are
finners; your books are full of fin; your paths are fin-
ful; you fee that whatever you do is fin; all your
works dnd deeds are finful. You love finj; it is your
pleafure to offend God. Your gods and your fhaftérs
are all good for nothing; and in 2ll your nine incare
nations, of which you fo much boaft, there was not one
to fave fouls from hell.

Hear all ye, of whatever caff .you be ; I bring you
good news. You fee that all which you do is nothing’;
but here is a Saviour, able to fave all finners that come to

him
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him with all their heart: he is able and willing to pardon
all their fins. That great God who made the light,
who made darknefs, who made heaven, who made the
earth, men and beafts, trees, fnakes, birds, fithes; the
fun, the moon, the ftars; who fends rain, thunder,
lightning ; ‘who has made man to reign on all the earth;
who gives us meat and drink, food and raiment, and
every thing that we want.—He who has done all this,
came down from heaven forfaking all his glory: he was
born of a2 woman, became man—a fervant of man: he
was poorer than the birds of the air, and foxes of the
earth, Behold him f{weating large drops of blood in the
garden of Gethfemane; betrayed by one of his difciples;
led like 2 lamb to the flaughter: he was buffeted, fpit
upon, wore the crown of thorns fticking in his temples.
He was led to the place of execution, bearing his crofs,
to which he was nailed as one board is nailed to an-
other: his two hands were ftretched forth, and there he
hung in agonies till he died. He was pierced, and there
came out of his fide blood and water. O think, all ye,
what his fufferings muft be. Oh! they were great
indeed! What were they for? To refcue us from fin
and hell. This is the Saviour. None of your Gods laid
down their lives to fave finners. No. But this great
and dear Saviour did.” Behold, he longs for the falvation
of finners: believe in him, and you fhall be faved. No
blood of goats can fave you. Do not fay that he is only
to fave the Englith: he died and fuffered for men in all
the parts of the world. If he had not, why did he fay
to his difciples, after he rofe from the dead, as he was
afcending to Heaven, ¢ Go forth into all the earth, and
preach the Gofpel unto every creature.,”” He has fent us
‘here; and, whether you hear or not, we fhall preach.
If you do not hear, your children will. Now come,
and put your truft in Jefus Chrift, ¢ He will in_no wife
caft you out:” be has faid, ¢ Come, take of the water
of life freely.”” But will you not turn? It is high time.
Delay no longer: the longer you delay, the more you are
in danger of hell. You know not but you will die this
night; therefore take heed that you do not put off this
great and glorious falvation. I fuppofe you never heard
of this great falvation before, This world, and ten
thoufand thoufand worlds more, are not the price of one

drop
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drop of that blood which was fhed on Mount Calvary.
Behold ! his kindnefs: - Chrift will give falvation freely
t~ thofe who afk it; for he is more willing to give than
we are to receive. If you do not feek it, youhad better
never have been born.

To. thofe who believe, Chrift is very gracious: his
Boly Spirit dwells within them, and gives them that
holinefs, which you have never found in all your wor-
fhip. Thefe love his ways; and it is their delight to do
his will: they fear fin, and fear to offend their Saviour:
they find pleafure in him; they praife him and thank him
for his mercy; and, when they fin, they are grieved and
forry for it: they go and afk pardon, and pray tohim, -
that he will keep them from fin. Now thofe that fear,
love, and ferve the Lord in this way, fhall be faved.
Chrift, who once came to die; and to fave us, will foon
come again to judge the world. Then you and I, and
every body, fhall fee him; even thofe that were burnt to
afhes, thofe that were fwallowed by fithes, thofe that
were drowned in the fea, and thofe that were buried.
Every nation of the world will hear the found of the
trumpet, will rife from the dead, and will tremble at his
coming. Fhey will call rocks to fall on them, but
rocks will not obey them; yet the righteous will rejoice
at his coming. Then he will pafs fentence upon us all ;
he will fay to the wicked, « Depart, ye curfed, into ever-
lafting fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels.” But
he will fay to them that have ferved him, ¢ Come, ye
bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared:
for you from the foundation of the world.””

" Now; are you prepared for death?  Are you prepared
to face this great and glorious Judge? Oh! take care,
for to-day you are ne judgment than you were yefter-
day. You have livéd many years in fin, without hearing
of this falvation; bit. sow you have heard: you know
what Chrift has done for finners ; you have heard of his
fufferings. If you get this great falvation, you will
have more than the world. . Chrift, who ranfomed fouls;
has faid, « What fhall it profit a man if he gain the
whole world, and lofe his foul?*”> It had been better if
he had never been born. Yet he who loves and ferves
Chrift, though ever fo poor, if he has nothing to eat, to
drink, or to wear, and no friends, has more than if he

had
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had all the world, and ten thoufand thoufand worlds ; for
the things of this world will foon pafs away. Now if
all things of this world are vanity, be anxious tolay
up riches in this world no more, but let your riches be
in heaven: for where your riches are, there will be your
mind. Above ali, embrace this great falvation. Time
is flying; Death is at hand. Thofe who love Jefus and
truft in him, and obey him, will fay at death, ¢ Now,
Lord, letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, for our
eyes have feen thy falvation;”” while, thofe who neglect
him, will fay, ¢ The harveft is patt, the {ummer is ended,
and we are not faved.” _ :

Here are a few papers.and books, which we will give
to any who want to'read and underftand the way of life.
We want not your cowries, your rupees; we want only
your falvation,

A ——- e

DEAR BROTHER RIPPON,

Above is a piece written by Mr. Feiix Carey,
Brother Carey’s eldeft fon, a boy about 16 years oidy who
has lately been brought to the knowledge of our dear S-
viour; and who has begun to preach to the Heathen, ina
manner that promifes. much future ufefulnefs. I know
not whether it be a proper article for the Baptift Regifter ;
but it will, I doubt not, afford you pleafure to fee that
our dear Brother is thus amply rewarded for his confidence
in Jehovah. You remember he was taking this boy alone
with him to India at one time, and thus offering him up
to God, amidft all the uncertainties of a Miffionary Pil-
grimage. He is now of the moft important fervice to the
miffion, in, affifting to print the Bible. He.is thoroughly
acquainted with the language, and he preaches with
energy the unfedrchable riches of Chrift. This may en-
courage others in the fame circumftances, to furrender
every thing at the plain command of God. Mor. Carey’s
{econd fon is alfo under very hopeful impreffions.

1 fhall offer no other apology for the ftyle, &c. of
this Piece, than this: the perfon who wrote it is not
16 years old; and Englith is almoft .a foreign language
to him.

W,
i ffion- Houfe, Serampore, Eaft-Indies,
DNevember 20, 1800,
ON
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ON THE

PROPHECY AND BOOK OF ENQCH.

“$IR,

T is acknowledged to be of the firft importance to

underftand the Holy Scriptures; and we are greatly
aflifted in our enquiries refpeting the great things of
God’s law, by the labours of many eminently learned
and pious men.

The /efs interefting parts of the Scriptures alfo demand
our attentive regard; and whatever may contribute to
enlarge our biblical knowledge, however remotely it may
be connelted with the falvation of mankind by Jefus
Chrift (which is the grand theme of the Scriptures)
thould not be treated with indifference. "The contents of
this paper relate to the prophecy of Enoch, as mentioned
by Jude, and to the book from whence he made his quo-
tation; and though a penitent. and believing finner may
very fafely and comfortably go to Heaven, without any
knowledge of thefe things; yet may I not hope that the
accounts which I have here collated will not. be altogether
unacceptable to many of your readers.

Jude 14, 15 verfes, « Enoch the feventh* from Adam
prophefied of thofe, faying, Behold, the Lord cometh,
with ten thoufands of his faints, to execute judgment
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among
them, of all their ungodly deeds, which they have ungodly
committed, and of all their hard fpeeches which ungodly
finners have fpoken againft him.”” Some have imagined
that becaufe this prophecy of Enoch is not now to be
foundin any part of the Scripture, that fome book written
by him, and which of old belonged to the canon of Scrip-
ture, is now loft. When the Proteftant Diffenting
minifters of the three denominations, in and about the
cities of .London and Weftminfter, were aflembled,:a
few years fince, refpeéting the abolition of the Teft and
Corporation Laws ; it being propofed that every minifter,
who would qualify, fhould make a declaration, ¢¢ That
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament contain

the

* This is faid to diftinguifh this Enoch from Enoch the fon of Cain.
That Enoch who is the feventh from Adam in the genealogical table, Luke
fil. 37, 38, is intended here.



846 ON THE BOOK OF ENOCH.

the whole revealed mind and will of God,”” Dr. Prieftley
faid, ¢ he would not difpute: yet as fome perfons have
been, and perhaps are yet, of opinion, that God hath
made revelations of his will to Enoch and others, of
which we are not now in poflefion, it might be proper
to drop the word whale in'the Declaration,”” The remark
was made with much timidity, but obtained very general
approbation in the, body; and the word wheole was
omitted, and continues fo to be.

Many have concluded that Jude received it by tradition,
Doltors Lightfoot, Doddridge, and Pool’s Continuators,
Mz, Collyer,. &c. &c. But this notion, fays Du Pin, is
contrary to the opinion of «// the ancients, and feems
very improbable.  Some, with more probability of
truth, have conjectured (for till late years it could only be
conjectured) that the Apoftle took this paflage out of a
book faid to be written by Enoch, which might in his
time have been extant. Of the latter number is the
very learned, and juftly celebrated, Father Calmet, who
fays, ¢ It is mo/t probable that he read it in the book at-
tributed to Enoch ; ‘which, though apocryphal, might
contain feveral truths, which St. Jude might ufe to edi-
fication,”” ‘That there was a book called the Prophecies
of Enoch, in the time of Jude, cannot be doubted ; be-
caufe, as Calmet, Du Pin, and Dr. Wall, have obferved,
it is fo frequently quoted by the Fathers Juftin, Athena-
goras, Irenmus, Clemens Alexandrinus, Lactantius,
Tertullian, Origen, St. Jerom, and many others. And
Dr. Gill informs us, “ That there is a book afcribed to
Enoch, which is often referred to in the Jewifth book
Zohar,”” There are many fragments of . this book, to
be found in the Book of the Twelve Patriarchs, and in
the Chronology of Syncellus: ¢« This Apocryphal Book
lay a long time buried in darknefs, till the learned
Jofeph Scaliger obtained pofleflion of a part of it.” (200
years fince) Encyclop. Brit. But the book itfelf has
been loft to the greateft part of the world for many cen-
turies ; hence Du Pin has placed it, in his Table, among
the Apocryphal Books which are /of: and alfo, in his
Hiftory of the Canon, fays, « We have not by us the
Book of Enoch, fo famous in old times, and cited by the
Fathers.”” But this Book, which has been loft for fo
many ages, was a few years ago found in Abyflinia, and

brought
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brought to Europe by the celebrated traveller to thofe
parts, Mr. Bruce, T will tranfcribe his account entire:
¢ The laft of the books, in the Ethiopic Lbrary, is the
Book of Enoch. Among the articles I configned to the
library at Paris, was a very beautiful and magnificent
copy of the Prophecies of Enoch, in large .quarto.
Another is among the Books of Secripture*, which 1
brought home, -ftanding immediately before-the Book of
Job, which is its place in the Abyflinian Canon (for they
pretend that the Book of Enoch was the firlt book of
Scripture ever received, and place Job immediately after
it) ; and a third copy I have prefented to the Bodlean
Library, Oxford, by the hands of Dr. Douglas, the
Bithop of Carlifle. The more ancient hiftory of this
book is well known: the Church looked upon it as apo-
cryphal ; and as it was quoted inthe Book of Jude, the
fame fufpicion fell on that book, alfo4: for this reafon,
the Council of Nice threw the Epiftle of Jude out of the
Canon ; but the Council of Trent, arguing better, re-
placed the Apoftle in the Canonas before. Here we may
obferve, that Jude, appealing to the -Apocryphal Books,
did by no means import either that he believed or war-
ranted the truth of them, but it was an argument, a
Sfortioriy which our Saviour himfelf often makes ufe of,
and amounts to no more than this :—You (fays he to the
Jews) deny certain facts, which muft be from prejudice,
becaufe you have them allowed in your own books, and

believe

* The religion of the Abyffintans is profeffedly Chriftiany but is a
mixture of Pagan, Jewifh, and Chriftian. Bel and the Dragon, and the
Aéls of the Apoftles, are read with equal devotion by them. The Book
of Enoch is a partof their Old Teftament; ¢ and among the Fathers in
the Chriftian Church, Tertullian only confidered this book as canonical ;
and quotes the Epiftle of Jude, and makes ufe of it to authorife the Book
of Enoch.”=Du Pin. ¢ Tertullian fpeaks of this work, in feveral
places, with efteem. He would. perfuade us that, during the Deluge, it
was preferved by Noah."e-CarLMET.

+ ¢ The only objetion ever made againft the authority of the Epiftic of
Jude is, that it cites apocryphal writings.”—WuiTey¥, CALMET, Dop-
prIDGE. ¢¢ There are feveral paflages taken out of the Apocryphal
‘Writings to be met with even in the other books of the New Teftament,
which ought not to leffen the authority of the Canonical Books, not make
the Apocryphal more authentic.”—-Du PiN. Paul’s citing the profane
poets Aratus, Menander, and Epimenides, Aés xvii, 28.—1 Cor. xv. 33.
~=Titus i. 1%.'does not prove them canonical, nor leffen the authorrity
of Paul's Epiftles,
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believe them there; and a very ftrong and fair way of
arguing it is: but this is by no means any allowance .
that they are true. In the fame manner, you (fays Jude)
do not believe in the coming of Chrift, and a latter
judgment ; yet your ancient Enoch, whom you fuppefe
was the feventh from Adam, tells you this ¥ plainly,
and in fo many words long. And indeed the quotation is
wird for word the fame in the fecond chapter of the book .+
All that is material cohcerning this book of Enoch is,
that it-is. a Gnoftic Book'{, containing the age of the
Emims,

* ¢¢ Tude, in alledging the Prophecy of Enoch, doth but the fame that
St. Paul dothin naniing Jannes and Jambres, 2 Tim. iii. 8, namely, al-
ledge a frory which was current and owned among that nation, though there
wasno fuch thing in Scripture ; and fo he argueth with them from their own
authors and confeffions. He no doubt refers to fome common tradition they
had among them ; and he ufeth their own teftimonies againft themfelves,
as if' he had faid, You fhew and own a Prophecy of Enoch, of God coming
to judgment ; thefe are the very men to whom this matter is to be applied.”
~=Dr. LicuTFooT, in which he is joined by Collyer.

1 No one before Mr. Bruce (at leaft for many centuries paft) knew that
this paffage was to be found in the book. ¢ There was in Origen’s time an
apocryphal book called Prophetica Enachi, which whether it had thefe
words I know not.”—Dr. Warr. Had the learned and pious Dr. Doddridge
lived to read Mr. Bruce's Travels, we thould not have read in his introduc-
tory remarks to the Epiftle of Jude, ¢¢ that the authenticity of this
Epiftle would never have been doubted, had it not been for an imagination, ill-
Jounded indeed, that the author had quoted a fpurious book, called the Pro-
phecy of Enoch; ™ nor thould we have read in his notes, it can by no means
be prived that this is a quotation from that foolifh book called Enoch’s
Prophecy, as Bithop Sherlock has wery rightly urged.” How far Sherlock
has wery rightly urged this aflertion, will not now admit of a doubt.

1 He cannot mean that it was forged by the Gnoftics, but a book much wa-
lued by them., For ¢ the Gnoftics (Gnoftic is 2 word of Greek derivation, imply-
ing a Anowwledge fuperior tothat of other men) were Gentiles who were converted
to Chriftianity, and aflumed to themfelves this name ; they were infeted
with the Egyptian Philofophy.”’—Bifhop PErc¥. ¢¢ Thefe Gnoftics, as the
Fathers tell us, {prang from Simon Magus.”==Bifhop Tirrorson. The
manner in which Jude quotes the Prophecy of Enoch, certainly makes the
book, from which he took it, appear mucholder than hbis own, time, and
therefore could not be the novel prodution of a feét who firtt appeared at
thattime. ¢ Scaliger, Voffius, and other learned men, attribute this work to
one of the Jews who lived after the Babylonifh captivity, and before the
time of Chrift. Others are of opinion, that it was written after the rife
and effablifoment of Chriftianity, by one of thofe fanatics with whom the
primitive churches were filled, who made a ridiculoys mixture of the Pla-
tonic philofophy and -the Chriftian divinity.”—Encvcror. BriT.
Dr. Wall alfo obferves, that ¢ this book is ancient, but notfo ancient as
the tranflation of the LXX.” Andif it were the principal defign of Jude to
prove againft the Goflics (as Bithop Percy, Profeflor Michaelis, Dr. Ham-
mond, and others conclude), that a great day of Judgment is impending,

and



ON THE BOOK OF ENOCH. 849

Emims, Anakims, and Egregores, fuppofed defcendants
of the fons of God, when they fell in love with the
daughters of men, and had fons »who were giants ¥,
Thefe giants do not feem to have been fo charitable to
the fons and daughters of men as their fathers had been:
for, firft, they began to eat up all the beafts of the earth;
they then fell upon the birds and fifhes, and ate them
alfo ; their hunger being not yet fatisfied, they ate all
the corn, all men’s labour, all the trees and buthes; and
not content yet, they'fell to eating the men themfelves +

R RR (the

and conclude, from the judgmentss of God formerly, that God will be an
avenger of evil, which is doubtlefs an unexceptionable conclufion; he
difcovered great wifdom in quoting the Book of Enoch fo them, to make
the greater impreffion upon their minds, :

* This is cited by St. Irenzus, who fays, quoting the Book of Enoch,
¢ That theangels (4. e. the guardians, watchers, or fons of God), fuf-
fering themfelves to be fmitten with the love of women, took on them
the conditions of mortality, went in to the daughters of men and begat the
giants,”==GEN, vi. T=4.

+ At firft fight tbis narration feems to be completely ridiculous and ab-
furd ; but when we confider that hiftoric truth of high antiquity is gene-
rally wrapt in ikble, we fhall not fo much obje to the flory as we fhall
‘wifh to underftand it; for ¢ it is univerfally agreed among the learned,
that ewen the moft abfurd fables of idolatry derive their origin from faéts,
which haye been in barbarous ages tranfmitted by oral tradition, and have
come at length to be grofsly corrupted and disfigured. It is newerthclefs
probabls that fuch fiftions would fiill retain fome firiking features of thofe truths
from which they [prung.”=—Dr. CAMPBELL. Thefe remarks of the late
Profeffor of Marifchal College feem to be very juft, and to deferve our
regard, when we read the fabulous accounts of the ancients; ard though I
do not pretend to be able, with precifion; tc draw the line between that
which is fable and that which is truth, in this account of the love and
voracity of the giants, yet I would fuggef that it appears not to be impro-
bable, thatour Lord fpoke the genuine biffory of the whole of -this fabulous
account, when he faid, ¢¢ As the days of Noah were, fo fhall the coming
of the Son of Man be; for inthe days before the flood they were eating
and drinking (in a criminal fenfe, either by eating what was not allowed at
that time for food, as the flefh of animals, or by eating and drinking #0 ex-
cefs ), marrying and given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into
the ark.”  Our Lord no doubt refers, when fpeaking of their marrying
and being given in marriage, to Gen, vi, 2. ¢ The fons of God faw the'
daughters of men that they were fair, and they -took them wives of all
which they chofe ™ Which is nothing but a plain and woeful'account of 2
fort of lewdnefs rife at that time, for which God extirpared that race of
men by drowning them; and which has been fince in profligate times, and
is now fo common as to make one of the caufes for which he will deftroy
the prefent wicked world by fire, viz. the fons of great men debauching
the daughters of common or poor men to férnication, For the Hebrew
phrafe ¢ took them wives,? is of fuch a latitude as may extend to dif-
orderly copulation, and is certainly taken here in anill fenfe; for it imme-

diately
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(the men, like our modern failors with the favages, wers
not afraid of dying, but very much afraid of being eaten
after death). At length they cried to God againft the
evil the giants had done them, and God fends a-flood
which drowns both them and the giants. Such isthe
reparation which the ingenious author has thought proper
to attribute to Providence, in anfwer to the firft and beft-
founded complaints that were made to him by man. 1
think this exhaufts about four or five of the firft chapters.
It is not the fourth part of the book; but my curiofity
lfed me no farther: the cataftrophe of the giants, and
the juftice of the cataftrophe, had fully fatisfied me. I
cannot but recollect, that when it was known in England
that I had prefented a book to the library of the French
King, our learned countryman, Dr. Woide, fet out for
Paris (before I could reach London), with letters from
the Secretary of State to Lord Stormont, Ambaflador at
that court, to requeft permiffion of the French King for
Dr. Woide to fee my prefent. This he obtained, and
a tranflation of the work was bronght over; but I know
not why it has no where appeared. I fancy Dr. Woide
was not more pleafed with the condudt of the giants than
1 was.”
Yours,
ASTA.

Letter of the Bartist Missionariks 7z India, 70 1he
New-York Missionary SocicTY.

Dear Brethren, - Serampore, O&. 15, 1800,

It has given us much pleafare to hear, that a Society has
been eftablithed in America, for the purpofe of {preading the
koowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift among the heathen na-
tions which border upon you. We moft heartily wifh you
God fpeed : we pray that you may have wifdom from above,

to
diately follows in the Scripture: and the Lord faid, my Spirit fhall not
always ftrive with man.” And thisis {et down as an inftance, and the only
particular inftance, that is given of that ¢ wickednefs of man that awasgreat
on the earth, aud the earth was filled with violence. 1 imagine, therefore,
what our Lord has faid of the old world, and what is recorded in the Book
of Enoch (fript of the fable), agree in fenfe: tHey were a people given
up to fenfuality and cxcefs, caring for nothing, fave the criminal indulgence of
their appetites, and the gratification of their fafe and Jufiful paffions: and
for ihsfz tiings we find that, in the account of Noah, of the Book of
Esnoch, and of Chrift, the wrath of God came upon thofe children of
difcpedience.
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to enable you to concert your plans aright, and patience to
wait in thefe labours of love till God fhall give the bleffing-
expetted.

The various tribes of American Indians appear to havea
claim upon the American churches; or rather, perhaps we
may fay, that one great end of the exifting of the churches
in America i5, 10 fpread the glorious gofpel among the hea-
thens in their viginity. It is faid, ¢¢ He that believetk, out
of his belly thall flow rivers of Jiving water.”” The faints
individually are converted, that they may work for God, and
glorify him; not merely that they may go to Heaven when
they die; fo alfe churches may be looked upon as little en-
campments from which we are to fally out, in attacks on the
great enemy, or rather on the kingdom of the great enemy
of God and man, You, dear brethren, are now drawing up-
in battle array—go forward—perfevere—redounble -your ef-
forts. Be not weary in well doing : for if you don’t faint,
you fhall reap in due time. Undoubtedly you will meet with
difcouragements : many profeflors of the gofpel may not at
firft enter into.the idea that Chriftians, and all which they
poffefs, belong entirely to the Lord, and confequently may
for a time aét as if the giving or withholding fupplies was at
their option ; others may tire, if they don’t fee immediate
fuccefs, and many may blame your meafures, afier you have
done the beft in your power; but it is your bufinefs to
endure all things for the elefs fake, that they may be
faved.

Itis now, dear brethren, feven years fince we entered upon
the work of the miffion in this country, ard it is uncertain to
this hour, whether any of the heathens are truly converted
or not, though there have been many very hopeful appear-
ances, and fome which were fo much fo, that we believed
God had begun his work in reality : -and the evidences con-
tinued for a long time, but at laft decayed. Vet we #ill
hépe of fome perfons, Were we however to look on the
Miflion in this point of view, we fhoold conclude that no-
thing had been done to any purpofe ; but when we compare
the time of ‘our firft arrival with the prefent, we cannot help
concluding that fome very important ends have been accor-
plithed. COur firft landing was a formal taking poffeffion: of
the country for God : it was fixing a colony in the ftrongeit
-part ofSatan’s pofleflions. Since that we have been pre-
ferved and increafed infomuch that the colony, which at firit
confifted of only five grown perfons and. five' children, now
confifts of feven males and five women, evidently on the fide
of God (though death has removed two of our brethren,
viz., Grant and Fountain from us), befides the children, in

RRR 2 number
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number feven. God has alfo been gracious in the converfion
of fome Europeans, and others. The language has been
acquired—the gofpel preached to many thoufands, and the
Bible tranflated into the Bengal language: part of the New-
Teftament is printed, and_the whole will be fo before you
get this. Some hundreds of copies of Matthew’s Gofpel,
and fome other {mall pieces, have been diftributed and read
by many. The fyftem of Hindooifm begins to totter, and even
Brahmans are in many inftances athamed to avow that their
Shafters are of divine original: fo that, notwithftanding all
our difcouragements, and all our want of fuccefls, we are
conftrained to fay that the Lord has done great things for us;
and it s alfo in our hearts t0 expeét greater. We are indeed
rather firengthened than weakened ; and though the much-
defired fuccefs has been delayed till now, yet we are all with
one heart trufting in the Lord ; and I believe are all difpofed
to continue in our work till death, and not to be moved with
any difcouragement.

What can wefay, dear brethren, to encourage you to per-
fevere in the good work, and to abound init? Two con-
fiderations are of great weight with us, viz. 1. Every foul is
of more value than the whole world : therefore no length of
time, or expence of treafure, is too great to be devoted to
the {alvation of fouls; and the effe@tual calling of one to the
fellowthip of the faith, is more than an ample recompenfe for
all that can .be given, done, or fuffered, to accomplifh it.
2, The Gofpel 1s the power of God t6 falvation; and the
publication thereof the ordinary means of delivering finners
from the power of fin and Satan. It would be prefumption
in us to exped the falvation of finners any other way; and
the height of unfeeling cruelty to refufe to the heathen
world, that which we believe and know to be God’s ordi-
nance for the falvation of finners. The man who keeps that
money in his purfe, or employs it in trifling gratifications,
which is wanted to fend the gofpel to them, is guilty of the
blood of fouls; and the man who is furnifhed with gifts for
this work, if when encouraged by the Church to devote
himfelf to this work, declines it through fear of danger, or
love of eafe, is alfo guilty of the blood of fouls. Churches
not feeking out and encouraging fuch gifts, are in the fame
condemnation. Sothat this work is as incumbent on every
Chriftian, as any of the divine commands are, and cannot be
neglefted without very great guilt.

Buat, on the other hand, the example of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, who fpared no pains or coft to fend the gofpel of his
grace to finners; the example of the Apoftles, who did not
account their lives dear, ‘fo that they might finith their couyf;

wit
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with joy, and the miniftry which they had obtained of God,
to teftify among the Gentiles. the unfearchable riches of
Chrift; the intrepidity of the martyrs, who loved not their
lives unto death ; the promifes that he that watereth fhall be
watered himfelf, and that Chrift will fupport his minifters in
this important work till the end of time ; thefe—all thefeare
arguments with us, and we doubt not with you alfo, to per-
fevere in this work ; and never, never to give it up—rather
to confider it as 2 work which muft not be deferted; which
muft be perfifted in; which muft become more and more
common ; and which muft be finally fuccefsful, and ter-
minate in the univerfal dominion of our Lord Jefus Chrift,
over every kindred, and nation, and people, and tongue.

December g. Captain Hague, the bearer of this, has
frequently vifited us, and has gone with us when we have
gone out to proclaim the Saviour in the fireets to the
wretched Hindoos. Within the laft two months our profpeéts
and hopes have brightened up, and we hope ‘the Lord has
revealed himfelf to fome of the heathens. Five perfons,

- three men and two women, give us great hope. One has
given himfelf up to the church, by relating the experience
of the grace of God on his foul ; and we expe& that the others
will foon follow his fteps. We may be too fanguine in our
joy at thisevent ; but when you refle€t on its vaft importance,
you will eafily excufe us. We have felt the pain of difap-
pointed hopes before, more than once or twice: but the firft
true converts muft appear fome time; and appearances
ftrongly encourage us to think that the prefent are the firft
fruits of Bengal to Chrift.

We take the liberty to prefent to you a copy of the Gof-
pel of Matthew in the Bengalic language, at the end of
which are fome fmall tra&ts and hymns, which we ‘have dif-
perfed pretty widely. Our dear brother Williams, of New-
York, will prefent it to you as a token of our hearty con-
currence with you in your work, and as a motive of praife
and thank{giving to God on our behalf.

We take our leave—pray for us—we pray for you. May
we all be fteadfaft, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forafmuch as ye know that our labour will
not be in vain in the Lord.

We are your affeGtionaté brethren in the kingdom and pa-
tience of Chrift,

Signed in bebalf of the Miffionaries, and by their defire,
WILLIAM CAREY.

The





