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PEATH OF THE REV. MR. SWARTZ, THE FAMOUS DANISH
MISSIONARY,

(Taken from the Annual Accounts of the Society for pro-
moting Chriftian Knowledge. 1801.)

< FROM the beginning of January, to the middle of
. O&ober, 1797, he purfued his labours in his mi-
nifterial office, and in his ftudies, with great fervour, un-
der all the difadvantages of his advanced age. He
preached every Sunday in the Englifb and Tamulian Jan~
guages by turns, and on Wednefdays he preached a lec-
ture in the Portugueze language, for the fpace of feveral
weeks, and afterwards in the ‘German language to the
privates, who had been made prifoners on the Ifland of
Ceylon, and having taken to the fervice werz incorporated
in his Majefty’s s1ft Regiment, flationed in this place,

“ He made likewife a journey to Trichinapally, and fe-
veral times vifited Vellam, (a town fix miles from Tan-
jore), in order to preach the Word of God to fome com-
panies of the 51ft Regiment, ftationed at that place, and
to invite the heathens to accept the bleflings of the
Golpel. ,

¢ During the courfe of the week he explained the New
Teftament in his ufual order at morning and evening
prayers, which was begun and concluded by finging
fome verfes of anhymn, and he dedicated an hour every
day for inftructing the Malabar fchool-children in the doc-
trines of Chriftianity.. He was very folicitous for their
improvement in knowledge and piety, and particularly for
thofe whom he had chofen and was training up for the fer~
vice of the church, for whofe benefit he wrote, during the
latter part of his life, an explanation of the principal doc-
trines, of Chriftianity, anabridgment of Bifhop Newton’s
Expofition of the Revelation, and fome other books.

*¢ Though his ftrength and vigour was greatly impaired,
yet his love to his flock conftrained him to deny a great
deal of that eafe and repofe which his great age required,
and to exert all his remaining ftrength for their improve-
ment in true religion. He took a particular delight in vi-
fiting the members of his congregation, with whom he

' converfed
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converfed freely upon the fubjecs relating to their eternal
intereft. He told them plainly whatever was blameable
in their condud, and animated them, by every powerfyl
argument, to . walk worthy of their Chriftian profeffion. It
was a moft pleafing fight to fee the little children flock to
him with fuch joy, as children feel on meeting their be-
joved parent after fome abfence, and to obferve his en-
gaging and delightful method to lead them to the know-
ledge of God, and of their duty.

¢ He heard almoft every day the accounts delivered by
the catechifls, of their converfation with Chriftians, Pa-
pifts and Heathens, and the eflects produced by it, and em-
braced every opportunity of giving them “direftions for a
wifeand faithful difcharge of their office. )

¢ His ftrength was viitbly on the decline during the laft
vear of his life, and he frequently {poke of his departure,
to which he looked forward with joy and delight. Th
commencement of his illnefs, which happened on the 17th
of O&ober, 1797, confifted only of a cold and hoarfenefs
occafioned by a check of perfpiration. Dr.Kennedy, who
was a particular friend of the Rev. Mr, Swartz, gave him
an emetic to remove the phlegm which was collected in his
cheft ; but he received no benefit from it, for after taking
the emetic, he was affli¢ted with vomiting four or five
times every day, fo as to be almoft fuffocated by it, and
which lafted tll the 27th of November following. It was
very affliling to fee the fufferings of our venerable father#®
and every remedy rendered fruitlefs which was tried by
that humane and excellent man the late Dr. Stuart, who
atted for Dr. Kennedy during his abfence, and who was
very attentive to Mr, Swartz during his illnefs. My afflic-
tion would have proved infupportable if a mercifal God
had not ftrengthened and comforted me through the unex-
pected arrival of the Rev. Mr. Jenicke, on the 4th of No-
vembet, 1707. '

¢« Under all his fevere fufferings, he never uttered a
fingle expreflion of Impatience—his mind was always
calin and ferene.  Once, when he fuffered very feverely,
he faid, “ If it be the will of the Lord to take me to him~
felf, his will be done.—Mzy his name be praifed !’ .

« Although his ftrength was quite exhaufted, and his
body extremely emaciated through the frequent vomit--

¥ This account was written by the Rev. Mr. Rolboff, at Tanjore.
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ings, yetunder all this calamity, he defired that the fchool-
children, and others who ufually attended the evening-
prayers, fhould aiflimble in his parlour, where, after fing-
ing, he expounded a -portion of the Holy Scriptures, in
* a very affefting manncr, and concluded it with his fervent
and importunate prayers. It was always his cuftom to
hear the Englith {chool-children read to him a few chap-
ters out of the Bible after evening-prayer, and to hear
them fing fome of Dr. Watts's hymns. During bis ill-
nefs, he feemed particularly pleafed with that excellent
hymn, which begins with the following words:

¢« Far from my thoughts vain world be gone,
¢ Let my religious hours alone 3

¢ Fain would mine eyesmy Saviour fee,

« I wait a vifit, Lord, from thee !”

He called it his beloved fong, and defired the children to

fing it frequeniy to him.
< He earneftly exhorted and entreated the Heathens,
who vifited him in his illnefs, to forfake their idolatry, and
to confider betimes the things which belonged to their
peace. When one of them began relating that wonder-
ful things occurred in the town, our venerable father an-
{wered, ‘¢ T'he moft wonderful thing is, that after hearing
fo often the do&rines of Chriftianity, and being convinced
of the truth of it, you are notwithftanding backward to em-
brace and obey it.” In converfing with another Heathen
of confequence, he exprefled his great regret at leaving
him in his idolatry, when he was enfering into eternity ;
and added the following words . ¢ I have often exhorted
and warned you, but. you have hitherto difregarded it : you
efteem and honour the creature more than the Creator.”
¢ On the 23d of November, he was vifited by Serfo-
gee, the prefent Rdjah, then prefumptive heir of the
kingdem of Tanjore, and to whom the Rev. Mr. Swartz
was appointed guardian by the late Tuija Maha Rajah.
On being informed that Serfogee Rajah withed to fee him,
he let Bimn know that he thould come immediately, as he
doubted whether he would furvive till the next day, On
his arrival, he received him very afleftionately, and then
delivered to him his dying charge, which, though pro-
pounced in broken language, the Rajah (eemeddto be
eenly
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deeply affe@ted by it. The tenor of the fpeech was as
follows :

¢ After God has called me hence, Irequeft you will be
careful not to indulge a fondnefs for pomp and grandeur.
You are convinced that my endeavours to ferve you have
been difinterefted; what I now requeft of you is, that
you would be kind to the Chriftians :—1If they behave ill,
fet them be punifhed ; but if they do well, thew yourfelf to
them as their father and prote&tor,

¢ As the due adminiftration of juftice is indifpenfably
necefary for the profperity and happinefs of every ftate, I
requeft you will eftablith regular courts, and be careful
that impartial juftice be adminiftered.~I heartily with
you would renounce your idolatry, and ferve and honour
the only true God.. May he be merciful, and enable you
to do it!”

¢ Qur venerable father thenenquired whether he fome-
times perufed the Bible? and concluded with very affect-
ing exhortations to be mindful of the concerns of his im-
mortal foul,

“¢ "T'he refident, Mr. Macleod, who had been on a vifit
to Trichinapally for fome weeks, hearing, on his arrival,
the ill ftate of Mr. Swartz’s health, had the kindnefs to
fend for Dr. Street, from Trichinapally. The Do&or ar-
rived here on the firft of December, and after confulting
with Dr. Stuart, he recommended the tin&ure of ftécl to
be taken with an infufion of bark, which, by the blefling of
God, put a ftop to the vomiting, with which he had been
afflited fince the 17th of O&tober. g

¢ On the 3d of December, the firft Sunday in Advent,
very early in the morning, he fent for the Rev, Mr.
Jeenicke and myfelf, and defired the Lord’s Supper to be
adminiftered to himi, which-was accordingly.dore by the
Rev. Mr. Jenicke.

‘¢ Before he received the Lord’s Supper, he put up a
long and affecting prayer. To hear this eminent fervant
of Chrift, who had faithfully ferved his Redeemer very

‘near half a century, difclaiming all merit of his own,
humbling himfelf before the footftool of the divine Ma-
jefty as the chief of finners, and grounding all his hopes of
mercy and falvation on the unmerited grace of God, and
the metitorious facrifice of hisbeloved Saviour, was a great
teflon of humility to us.

“ Qur
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¢ Our joy was great on his recovery, but alas ! it was
{oon changed into forrow when we obferved that the fe-
vere attacks of his illnefs had in a great degree affeted the
powers of his mind, and which he did not perfetly get the
better of till his laft illnefs, a few days before his depar-
ture cut of life, notwithftanding all the remedies which
were tried. It was however furprifing to us, that though
his thoughts feemed te be incoherent when he {poke of
worldly {ubjelts, yet they were quite connected when he
prayed or difcourfed about divine things.

¢ After his recovery he frequently withed, according to
his old cuftom, that the fchool-children, and chriftians,
fhould affemble in his parlour for evening prayer, with
which we complied in order to pleafe him, though we were
concerned to obferve that thefe exertions were too much
for his feeble frame.

¢ The happy talent which he poflefled of making al-
moft every converfation inftructive and edifying, did not
forfake him even under his weak and deprefled ftate. One
morning when his friend Dr, Kennedy vifited him (after
his return) the converfation turning upon Dr. Young’s
Night Thoughts, which was one of Mr. Swartz’s fa-
vourite books, he obferved to the doftor, that thofe
weighty truths contained in it, were-not intended that we
fhould abandon fociety, renounce our bufinefs, and retire
into a’ corner, but to convince us of the emptinefs of the
honors, the riches and pleafures of this world, and to en-
gage us to fix our hearts there where true treafures are to
befound. He then {poke with peculiar warmth on the
folly of minding the things of this world as our chicf good,
and the wifdomn and happinefs of thinking on our eternal
concerns.

1t was highly pleafing to hear the part which he took
in his converfation with the Rev. Mr. Pohle, who vifited
him alittle after his recovery,and which generally turned
on the many benefits and confolations purchafed to be-
lievers through Chrift. He was tranfported with joy
when he fpoke on thofe fubjeéts, and I hope I may with
truth call it a foretafte of that joy which heis now expe-
riencing in the prefence of his Redeemer, and in the fo-
«ciety of the blefled.

¢ Onthe 2d of February laft year, our venerable father
bad the fatisfaction of feeing the Rev. Mr. Gericke, Mr-

Holbertz
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Holtzberg, and bis family. Little did we think that the
performance of-the laft ofiices for him wou'd prove a part
of the duty of our worthy fenior, the Rev. Mr. Gericke ;
and I blefs and praife God for leading his faichful fervant
to us, at that very dme, when we were moft in need of
his affiftance and comfort.

“ On the fecond or third day after the Rev. Mr. Ge-
rick€’s arrival, Mr. Swartz complained of a little pain in
his right foot, occafioned by an inflammation ; to remove
which repeated fomentations were applied ; but a few days
after we obferved, to our inexpreflible grief, the approach
of a mortification. Dr. Kennedy tried every remedy to
remove it, and would perhaps have effe@ed the cure, ifhis
frame had been able to fupport what he fuffered. He was
an example of patience under all thefe calamities. He did
not fpeak, during the whole of his illnefs, one fingle word
of impatience,

¢ The laft weck of his life he was obliged to lie on his
cot the greateft part of the day, and as he wasof a robuft
conftitution, it required great labour znd exertion to re~
move him to a chair, when he would fit up. Thefe ex-
ertions contributed to weaken him more and more.

¢ During his laft illnefsthe Rev. Mr. Gericke vifited
him frequently, and {pent much of his time with him in
converfing on the precious promifes of God through
Chrift, in finging awakening hymns, and in offering his
fervent prayers to God to comfort and ftrengthen his aged
fervant under his fevere fufferings, to continue and in-
creafe his divine blefling upon his labours for the propaga-
tion of the gofpel, and to blefs 2l the pious endeavours of
the Society, and all thofe inftitutions eftablithed in this
country foi the enlargement of the kingdom of Chrift.

¢ He rehearfed with peculiar emphafis (whil{t we were
finging) particular parts of the hymns expreffing the be~
liever’s aflurance of faith, and of the great love of God
in Chyift. = His fervour was vifible to every one prefent,
whilft Mr. Gerické was praying; and by his loud amen
hefhewed hisardent defire for the accomplithment of our
united petitions.

““ A few days before he entered into the joy of his
Lord, the Rev. Mr. Gerické atked him whether he had
any thing to fay to the Brethren ¢ His anfwer was, ¢ '1};‘::11

them
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them that it is my requeft that they fhould make the faith-
ful difcharge of their office their chief care and concern.”

¢ A day or two before his departure, when he was vi-
fited by the doftor, he faid, « Doctor, in heaven there will
be no pain :”— Very true,” replied the do&or, * but
we muft keep you here as long as we can.”  He paufed a
few moments, and then addrefled the dofor with thofz
words, ¢ O! dear do&or, ‘et us take care that we may
not be mifling there.” Thefe words were delivered with
fuch an afectionate tone of voice, that made a deep im-
preffion on the doctor, and cn every onz prefent.

¢ On Wednefday, the 173th of February, 1798, which
clofed the melar:choly fcene, we obferved with dzep con-
cern, the approach of his diff-lution. The Rev. Meilrs.
Gerické, Jenicke, Holtzberg, and myfelf, were much
with him in the morning, and'in the afternoon we fung
feveral excellent hymns, and offered up our prayers and
praifes to God, in which he joined us with fervour and
delight. After we had retired he prayed filently, and at
one time, he uttered the following words : ¢ O Lord, hi-
therto thou haft preferved mej hitherto thou haft brought
me ; and haft beftowed innumerable benefits upon ‘me.
Do what is pleafing in thy fight. I deliver my fpirit into
thy hands, cleanfe and adorn it with the righteoufnefs of
my Redeemer, and receive me into the arms of thy love
and mercy.”—About two hours after we had retired, he
fent for me, and looking upon me with a friendly coun-
tenance, he imparted his laft paternal blefiing in thofc pre-
cious words :— [ with you many comforts.”—On offer-
ing him fome drink, he wifhed to be placed on a chair;
but as foon as he was raifed upon the cot, he bowed his
head, and without a groan or ftruggle, he fhut his eyes,
and died between four and tive in the afternoon, in the
feventy-fecond year of his age.

¢ Though our minds were deeply affli&ted at the lofs
of our beloved father, yet the confideration of his moft
edifying conduct during his illnefs, his incredible patience
under his fevere pains, his triumphant death, and the evi-
dent traces of fweetnefs and compofure which was left on
his countenance, prevented the vent of our {orrows for the
prefent, and animated us to praife God for his great mer-
cies beftowed on us through his faithful fervant, and &o

inrreat
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intreat him to.enable us to follow his blefled example,
that our laft end might be like his.

« His remains were committed to the earth on the 14th
of February, about five in the afternoon, in the chapel
out of the fort, erected by him near his habitation, in the
garden given to him by the late Tulja Maha Rajah.

““ His funeral was a moft awful and very affeting
fight. It was delayed a little longer above the limited
time, as Serfogee Rajah wifhed once more to have a logk
at him. The affliction which be fuffered at the lofs of
the beft of his {riends, was very affeting. He theda
flood of tears over the body, and covered it with a gold
cloth. 'We intended to fing a funeral hymn, whilft the
body was conveyed to the chapel ; but we were prevented
from it by the bitter cries and lamentations of the multi-
tudes of poor who had crowded into the garden, and which
pierced through our fouls. We were of courfe obliged
to deferit till our arrival at the chapel.

« The burial-fervice was performed by the Rev. Mr.
Gerické, in the prefence of the Rajah, the Refident, and
moft of the gentlemen who refided in the place, and a
great number of native Chriftians full of regret for the
lofs of fo.excellent a minifter, the beft of men, and amo®
worthy member of fociety. O may a merciful God grant,
that all thofe who are appointed to preach the Gofpel to
the heathen world, may follow the example of this vene-~
rable fervant of Chrift : and may he fend many fuch faith-
ful labourers, to an{wer the pious intention and endea-
vours of the honourable Society, for the enlargement of
the kingdom of Chrift! May he mercifully grant it, for
the fake of our Lord Jefus Chrift, Amen!”

SR

The Futility of an Argument againft the Mosaic

: )

Chronology.

R. BRYDONE, in his Travels through Sicily and

i Malta, writes thus concerning the neighbourhood of
Etna—¢ Near to a vault, which .is now thirty feet below
ground, and has probably been a burial place, there is a
draw-well, where are feveral ftrata of lavas, with earth.to a
confiderable thicknefs over the furface of each ftratum. Re-
cupero has made ufe of this as an argument to prove the great
antiquity
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antiquity of the eruptions of the mountain. For if it requires
2000 years, or upwards, to form but a fcanty foil on the fur-

face of a lava’ (a calculation framed, it feems, from the

eruption of Vefuvius which deftroyed Herculaneum), ¢ there
muft have been more than that fpace of time betwixt each of
the eruptions which have formed thefe ftrata. But what fhail
we {ay of a pit they funk near to Jaci of 2 great depth? They
pierced through feven diftiné lavas, one under the other; the
furfaces of which were parallel, and moft of them covered
with a thick bed of rich earth. Now, fays he, the eruption
which formed the loweft of thefe lavas, if we may be allowed
to reafon from analogy, muft have flowed from the mountain
at leaft 14,000 years ago. Recupero tells me he is exceed-
ingly embarraffed by thefe difcoveries in writing the hiftery
of the mountain; that Mofes hangs like a dead weight upon
him, and blunts all his zeal for enquiry: for that really he has
not the confcience to make his mountain {o young as that
prophet makes the world. What do you think of thefe fenti-
ments from a Roman Catholic Divine¢ The bifhop, who is
ftrenuoufly orthodox (for it is an excellent fee), has already
warned him to be upon his guard, and nat to pretend to be a
better natural hiftorian than Mofes; nor to prefume to urge
any thing that may in the {malleft degree be deemed contra-
diftory to his facred authority.”” Vol. L. p. 140, 142. To
this argument a fatisfattory anfwer has been given; that dif-
ferent lavas may be mouldered into foil by the a&ion of the
air, within very different periods, proportioned to the hard-
nefs of the lava; and that thofe fuppofed beds of rich earth
are nearly, or altogether beds of afhes, which might imme-
diately fucceed the lava, and be alnioft immediately fit for
cultivation ; amnd that it is pofiible that feveral alternate firata

of lava and afhes might be formed even during the fame ervp-
tion. The material parts of this an{wer are confirmed by the
obfervations of Swinburne (Travels in the two Sicilies, 2d
edit. vol. iv. p. 141), who incidentally fays, that the fmaller
mountains, thrown up by eruptions on the flanks of Etna, are
Soon covered with wood and planted with vines; and that,
while a lava whichflowedin 166¢ had not yet a blade of grafs

or a fibre of mofs on its {urface, another, which had flowed

only 20 years ago was already in many places covered with li-
chens, The Sicilian bifhop then feems to have had better reafons
for his orthodoxy than the excellence of his {ee. But there isa
decifive witnefs again(t Mr. Brydone ; it is Mr. Brydone hiin-
felf. Speaking of the country near Hybla (vol. i. p. 172,
173), he gives the followiug recital :— It was fo celebrated

Jor its fertility, and particularly for its honey, that it was
called Mel Pafli, till it was overwhelmed Ly the lava of Etna;
and,
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and, hawving then become totaily barren, by a kind of pun, its
name was changed to Mal Pafli. [n a fecond eruption, by a
Soower of afbes from the mountain, it foon reftmed its ancient
beauty aad fertility, and for many years was called Bel Paffi.
Laft of all, in 1669, it was again laid under an ocean of fire,
and reduced to the moft wretched fterility ; fince which time;
it is konown again by its fecond appellation of Ml Paffi. —
However, the lava, in its courfe over this beautiful country,
has left feveral little iflands or hillocks juft enough to fhew
what it formerly was. ‘Thefe make a fingular appearance ;
in all the bloom of luxuriant vegetation, {urrounded and ren-
dered almoft inacceffible by large ficlds of black and rugged
lava.”’—¢ The firft eruption which deftroyed the country of
Mel Paffi is of very cid date. It deftroyed rarticularly two
noble churches, regretted much o0n account of three ftatues in
them which were reckoned the moft perfect in the ifland ;
they have been fearched for in vain—p. 174 There cannot
be a more complete demolition of the calculations of Recupere
than that which Mr. Brydone furnifhes unawares.

THE CONFESSION OF J. J. ROUSSEAU,

THE FREETHINKER,

{From his Letter to the Archbifhop of Paris, Eng. Lon. 1763.

12mo. Pp. 63.]

«« W Will confefs to you, that the majefty of the Scriptures
ftrikes me with admiration, as the purity of the Gofp«l
hath its influence on my heart. Perufe the works of our
Philofopliers with all their psmp of diftion: hew mean, how
contemptible are they, compared with the Seripture! Is it
pofiibie that a bopk, at once fo fimple and fublime, fhould
be merely the work of man? Is it poflible that the facred
perfonage, whofe hiftory it contains, {hould be himfelf a mere
man? Do we find that he affumed the tone of an enthufiaft
or ambitious feftary ? What {weetnefs, what purity in his
manners?  What an affeéting gracefulnels in his delivery ?
What fublimity in his maxims! What profound wifdom in
his difcourfes! What prefence- of mind, what fubtilty,
what truth.in his replies! How great the command over his
paffions! ‘Where is the man, where the Philofopher, who
¢nuld fo live, and {o die, without weaknefs and without often-
ration? When;Plato.defcribed the imagery geod man loaded
with all the {hame of guilt, vet meriting the higheft rewards
of virtue, he defcribes exaltly the chara&er of Jefus Chrift:
the refemblance was {o ftriking, that all the Fathers perceived ir.
¢ What
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¢ What prepoffeffion, what blindnefs muft it be, to com-
pare the fon of Soplironifeus to the fon of Mary? What an
infinite difproportion there is berween them?  Socrates dying
without pain, or ignominy, eafily fupported his chara&er to the
laft; and if his death, however eafy, had not crowned his life,
it might have been doubted whethier Socrates, with all his
wlfdom, was any thing more than a vain {ophift: He invented,
it is faid, the theorv of morals.  Others, however; had before
put them in pradtice ; he had only to fay therefore what they
had done, and to reduce their examples to precepts, Ariftides
had been juft befere Socrates defined juftice; Leonidas had
given up his lifc for his country before Socrares deciared
Patriotifm to be a duty; the Spartans were a fober people
before Socrates recommended Sobricty 3 before he had even
defined Virtlie, Greece abounded in virtuous men. Bu* where
could Jefus iearn, among his competitofs, that pure and fir-
blime morality, of which he only hath given us both precepe
and example.  The greateft wildom was made known amidft
the moft bigotted funaticifm, and the fim ilicity of the moft
heroic virtues did honour to the vileft people on earth. The
death of Socrates, peaceably: philofophifing with his friends,
appears the moft agreeable that coald be withed for: that of
Jelfus, expiring in the midft of agonifing pains, abufed, in-
fulted, and accufed by a whole natlon, is the meft horrible
that could oe feared. Socrates, n receiving the cup of poifon,
blefled indeed the weeping executicner who adminiftered it3
but Jefus, in the midft of excruciating tortures, prayed for his
mercilefs tormentors.  Yes, if the life and death of Sccrates
were thofe of a Sage, the life and death of Jefus are thofe of
a God. Shall we fuppefe the Evangelic Hiftory a mere fic-
tion? Indeed, my friend, it beaisn ot the marks of fiction;
on the contrary, the hiftory of Socrates, which no body pre-
fumes to doubt, is not {o well attefted as that of Jefus Chrift.
Such a fuppofition, in fa&, only fhifts the difficuity without
obviating it: it is more inconceivable that a number of per-
fons fhould agree to write fuch a lnﬁf)ry, than that one only
thould farnifh the fubjeét of it. : The jewxfh authors were
incapable of the dittion, and ftrangers to the morality con~
tained in the Gofpel, the marks of whofe truth are fo frik-
ing and inimitable, that the Inventor would be a more afto-
ing chara&er'than the Hero.”

J. J. Rousseavu.

Ja~. 1802, L1 ON



[ 746 ]

ON DECEMBER.

MAJESTIC o'er the plains December bends,
In flaky heaps, o'er hi'ls and dales defcends ;
With icicles his hoary head is bound,

The tempeft {hrieks, the cold winds bellow round :
Darknefs fupreme in gloomy triumph reigns ;
From time revolving, added fubjecis gains;

Wide o’er our world his fable mantle {pread,

The funny hours and breezy gales are fled.

Yet howloe'er replete with partial wrongs,

Still to December ceafelefs praife belongs :

Period auguft! thy flar-gemm’d records give

That facred truth which bids the mourner hive ;
On thy broad difk the fplendid beam imprefs'd,
Where unborn nations are {upremely blefs'd,
Produced in thy train th’ expected morn,

On which a liberating God * was born :

The general weal all potent to fecure,

To pay the forfeit and our woes endure :

‘While hallelujahs fhould afcend the fkies,

Pzans high wrought from every tongue arife. .

‘White bofom'd month, glad hearts thy footfteps hail,
Sweeter thy carols than the vernal gale:

‘With thee the renovating work began,

That immortality bequeaths to man’;

Surpriz'd, he glances o'er the vaft profound,

And marks, rejoicing, thy eventful round :

So, on the veftments of the long dark night,

"The day-fiar dawns, bleft harbinger of light ;
‘While the lorn wand'rer, erft of hope beguil'd,
Dragg'd doubtful on through many a dreary wild,
Shapes to the opening gleam the matin fong,
And once more mingles with the cheerful throng.

DECEMBER =it is true thou haft been fruitful to me of
misfortunes ; many a time haft thou lacerated my bofom, by
ravifhing from me my deareft enjoyments, Thou haft ftabbed
me in the tendereft part, and thy broadly wild and congealing
eye hath feemed to glut itfelf with my tears ; into.thy frozen
ear it is in vain that 1 have poured,my forrows; harder than
adamant, thou feemeft to arreft the ftream of pity, and thou
regardeft my lamentations with ftern and unrelenting feverity.
Thy ftorms have been asa whirlwind to my foul; and thy
tempelts, up-rooting my peace, have well near whelmed, be-
reath the barren heaths of ydefpair, my every-hope.

* The miftake concerning the time of Chrift’s birth is accounted for,
and correéled in a following papers—Edirer.
Fell
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Fell Defpoiler I have called thee—for thy hoary vifage hath
ftill for me been marked with terror. But hark ! what {fweet
voice is that which iflues from yonder Angel of Peace ?—It
foothes my fpisic by the moft confolatory aflurances—reafon
and religion it combines—with the Shepherd of Ifrael the
commifficn originates—and, with bland and gentle pity, deep
in my bofom it implants immortal Hope.

" December—bieft era!—thou art the natal month of the
Saviour of the world. Let thy winds convey my individual
Jufferings to that oblivion to which the Redeemer hath, even-
tually, configned the woes of the exonerated children of
men.

To the private confiderations of corroding forrow, let me
no longer liften. Let me gird up the joins of my mind, and
look forward to that blifsful con{fummation, the dawning of
wiich was prefented in thy admin:ftration.

Hail | returning period—whice-garbed month! Thou fhalt
ever be right welcome to my-devoted botom. Every mo-
ment which conftitutes thy admeafurement, fhould be confe-
crated as facred to the moft refined enjoyments of the foul.—
Henceforth, waving my accumulated griefs, I will love thy
flaky footfteps ; I will anticipate their approach, and my
{pirit fhall folace itlelf, by a confiding view of the accom-
plithinent of that- arrangement which was defignated in thy
apportioned round.

December—bleft period !—moft illuftrious in the order of
time !—thou containeft the natal day of the Son of God, and
thy broad encircling eye extendeth from the man of paradife
to that infant who {hall lateft fwell the figh of humanity.

Yes, I will love thy flaky footfteps ; darknefs cannot over-
fhadow thee ; thy fhades but ferve to render the brightening
{plendors of thy courfe the more confpicuous. The natal day
of the Son of Ged!—what records have engraven fo ftu-
pendous, {o falutary, fo momentous a truth! "Thy hours re-
gifter his birth——the birth of the Prince of Peace. During
thy progrefs the Virgin brought forth her fir/-born fon; and
renovated -nature fmiled ecftatic. Healing breezes chafe the
chills of winter, and. celeftial fpirits clufter round the haunts
of men.

Soft as the vernal fhower ‘his doétrine diftilled-—and the
plant of perfeion attained maturity. Prom the ftorm he is
a Hiding Place; and the bu:ning eye of Divine Juftice can
never pierce that invulnerable envelopement by which he hath
encompafled the fons and daughters of men. Sicknefs fleeth
before him, and imbecility dwelleth not with him. Evil
fhall he exterminated from his dominion ; reétitude fhall ad-
nifter unto him; peace fhall ere& an immortal ftandard, and

111 2 innocence,
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innocence, adotned with chaplets of equity, fhall be the gify
of the Moft High,

The deaf fhall hear his voice ; the blind fhall behold his
day, rejoicing: the lame fhall fpeed before him ; the dead,
even the dead, fhall hear the voice of the Son of God—and
they who hear fhall live! .

Bleft thought'~—tke dead fhall again be raifed—and the
hour approacheth, when, in mingling with departed f{aints,
we fhall rejoin thar privileged aud beloved circle, over whofe
open graves we have poured the comfortlels, unavailing, and
corrodiig ftream of forrow. But from every eye, every tear
thali be wiped away.

Such will be, juck are the effe@s of his fway, who firf
breathed in mortality during the divifion of hours, which
make vp thy allotment. Mail, firft of months! when I forget
thy diftinguithed aufpices, may I be dead to the voice of the
chariier. When I eeale to mark with gratulations thy an-
nual return, may the bleft founds uttered by the tongue of
our hely, facred, and animeting religion, no more vibrate
upon my heavy ear,

Bvangelic month !—again I repeat it——furely I will love
thy days, O December! and the event produced under thy
domain fhall ever be right precious to my foul !

ON THE TIME OF CHRIST?’s NATIVITY.

S to the volgar opinion, that the birth of Chrift was on
A the twenty-fifih of December, there is not only no good
reafon for it, but the contrary.

It is certain, this day was not fixed upon in the Chriftian
church, asthe day of our Saviour’s nativity till-after the time
of Conftantine, 1n the fourth century ; and then it was upon
-a miftaken fuppofition, that Zacharias, the father of John the
baptift, was the high prieft, and that the day when he burnt
incenfe upon the altar in the temple, while the people were
waiting without, was the day of expiation, or the tenth of the
month Tifri, which fell out that year about the middle of Sep-
tember. As foon as Zacharias had fulfilled the days of his
miniftration, John the baptift wasconceived, that is, towards
the end of September. Our Saviour was conceived fix months
after, that is, towardsthe end of March, and confequently his
birth muft fall oat towards the end of December. ‘This is the
ground upon which the feaft of our Saviour’s nativity wasfixed
to the z5th of December.* However, that jt is erroneous is

* Spanhem. Hifor. Tocles. Secul. i. Seé. ii. de Nativitate. § iii,
p. 523 524. et Secul.iv. Seét. iv. de Ritibus, p. 555, edit. Lugd.
Bat. 1701,

very
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wery evident; for Zacharias was not in the Holy of Holies,
into which the High Prieit only entered, when the angel ap-
peared unto him ; but by the altar of incenfe, which ftood in
the Santuary without the Veil (a). At which altar the com.
mon prieft performed their daily miniftry. Neither was Za-
charias the high prieft; for we are told, that * he was of the
cotrfe of Abia,” "and that his lot * was to burn incenfe (b).”
Whereas the high prieft was of no courfe at all, ncither did
burning incenfe In the moft holy place fall to him by lot, but
was part of his proper and peculiar office. Accordingly there
is no reafon to conclude, that the day when ‘the angel appear-
ed to Zacharias was the day of expiation, whick is the foun-
dation of the common opinion concerning the time of the
birth of Chrift. I add further, that not only is the vulga.r
opinion of the feafon of his nativity deftitute of any juft
ground, but there are good and valid arguments againft it.—
For inftance, there was a decree from Cafar Avguftus, iffued
and executed at this feafon, that all perfons, women as welk
as men, fhould repa’r to their refpe&ive cities to be taxed, or
enrolled. This occafioned the Virgin Mary to come Beth-
lehemn at that time; where fhe was delivered, But furely this
decree- was not executed in the middle of winter, which was
a very fevere feafon in that country, and hignly inconvenient
for travelling, efpecially for fuch multitudes, and in particu-
Yar for women in Mary’s condition ; as may be inferred from
what our Savionr faith in the twenty-fourth chapter of St.
Matthew, concerning the difficulties to which his difciples
thould be expofed, if their flight, previous to the fiege and
deftruétion of Jerufalem, thould happen in winter (c).

Again, at the time when Chrift was  born, there were
ihepherds abroad in the fields by night watching their flocks.
This, as obferved by Dr. Gill and others, was certainly a very
unfeafonable fervice for the winter in Judea; if we may judge
of the weather in that country, and at that feafon, by the
Pfalmift’s defcription—¢ He giveth fuow like wool; he fcat-
tereth the hoar-froft like aihes; he cafteth forth his ice like
morfels ; who can ftand before his cold” (d)? Upon the
~whole, there is great probability that Chrift was not born in
December.  But, though we do not pretend te he certain of
the real time when he was born, there are, however, feveral
reafons fo incline us to believe it was at the feaft of taber-
nacles. Again, Dr. Lightfoot has offered feveral arguments,
to prove that Chrift was baptifed at the time of the feaft of
taberfiacles. But when he was baptized he was entering on
his thirtieth year (e); confequently this was the {ame time of
the year in which he was born,

(a) Lukei. 1. (b) Luke i 5.9, (c) Mati. xxiv. zo. (d) PL
exivii. 16, 17, (€) Luke iii. 23.

POETRY.
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POETRY.

TO THE REV, Mg, * ¥ %
AND HIS BRIDE,
On their Marriage.
CCEPT, on this propitious
- day,
The tribute which I gladly pay,
. The debt of Chriftian love:

May fmiling peace your fteps at-

tend
As in the paths of truth. you tend
To brighter realms above.
The Saviour at a marriage feaft
Did once vouchfafe to be a gueft,

And prov’d his power divine: .
The bluthing water, as it flow’d_

In eopious ftreams, confefs’d the
Gad
Who turn’d it into wine,

Though from this finful world.

he’s gone,
He pleads for us before the throne,
Till we in Heaven appear ;
Still in our joys he bears a part,
Qur forrows touch his tender heart
" For he is ever near.

Each others burdens may you bear»
And-foften ev’ry rising care,
Till call’d from earth away :
Then, having walk’d with God
“below,
To Jefus blefsful prefence go,
And live in endlefs days.

NEW YEAR’S DAY.

NOTHER year has roll’d -

. away
ts months and days and hours,
And ftill we dwell in mortal clay,
Still Heaven its bounty thow’rs.

But, oh! how languid and how
fmall
Were our returns of praife !
How many sins for forrow call ]
How fruitlefs were our days!

All our iniquities forgive,
Thou God of bound!lefs grace;
And for thy benefits receive
The tribute of our praife !’

Nor pard’ning love vouchfafe
alone,
But purify the heart :
There, there erect. thy lafling
throene,

And every grace impart.

Then through this year new life
fupply, -
Or ftop this fleeting breath ;
That we may live to God, or die,
And welcome life or death.

ON LIFE.

AY, is there aught that can
convey -

An image of its transient flay 3—
"Tis an Hands-breadth ; "tis a Tale;
"Tis a Veffel unfter Sail ;
"Tis a Courier’s Straining Steed ;
"Tis a Shuttle in its Speed ;
"Tia an Eagle in its Way
Darting down upon its Prey;
’Tis an Arrow in its Flight,
Mocking the purfuing Sight;
’Tis a Vapour in the Air;
’Tis 2 Whirlwind ruthing there ;
"Tis a fhort-livd fading Flow’y
*Tis a Rainbow on a Shower;
"Tig a momentary Ray
Smibing in a winter’s day ;
*Tis a Torrent’s rapid Stream ;
*Tis a Shadow ; ’tis a Dream ;
*Tis the closing Watch of Night
Dying at the rising Light;
’ Iis a Landfcape vainly gay,
Painted upon crumbling Clay ; .
’Tis a-Lamp that walftes its Fires;
*Tis a Smoke that quick expires;
'Tis a Bubble; %is a sigh.~
Be prepard, O Man, todie!
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ON ETERNITY.

(7 HAT is Eternity ? Can aught
Paint its duration to the thought 2

Tell every beam the fun emits,
When in fublimeft noon he sits;
Tell ev'ry light-wing’d mote that ftrays
Within its ample round of rays;
Tell all the leaves, and all the buds,
That crown the gardens and the woods;
Tell all the fpires of grafs the meads
Produce, when Spring propitious leads
The new-bern year; tell all the drops
The night upon their bended tops
Sheds in foft silence te difplay
Their beauties with the rising day ;
Tell all the fands the ocean laves,
Tell all its changes, all its waves,
Or tall, with more laborious pains,
The drops its mighty niafs contains.
Be this aftonifhing account
Augmented with the full amount
Of all the drops the clouds have fhed,
Where'er their watry fleeces fpread
Thro> all time’s long-protracied tour,
From Adam to the prefent hour,
Still thort the {fum ;3 nor can it vie
With rhe more num’rous years that lie }
Imbofom’d in Etern:ty.

Was there a belt that could contaiu
In its vaft orb the earth and main,
With figures was it clufter’d o’er,
Without one cypher in the {core,
And could your lab’ring thought affign
The total of the crowded line,
How fcant th’ awount! Th' attempt how vain
To rcach duration’s endlefs chain !
For when as many years are run, .
Unbounded age is but begun.

Attend, O Man, with awe divine,
For this Eternity is thine !

NEW YEAR’S GIFT.

Ezekiel xviil. 31.  Make you a new keart and a new fpiret s for
why will ye diey, O houfe of Ifrael ? Chap. xxxvi, 26,27. 4
new heart alfo will I give you, &c.

w N 7HAT fhall 1, Lord, to thy command reply,
. That wakes defpair while it forbids to die?
In vain my foul the great attempt would dare
No creatures thy creative glories thare:
But fee the promife difalluws my fears,
And gilds with fmiles the ready ftarting tears ;
Give then, blefs’d Spirit, what fhall praife thee more
“Than worlds created at thy will before,
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THE HAPPY END

OF
Mrs. LEEKS,
IN HER THIRTY-SECOND YEAR!

And a Letter, which was the Infirument of ber Converfion,

P )

SHE had latterly refided in the country; but, in con-
fequence of an internal cancerous complaint, had
been removed, about three months fince, to a friend’s
houfe near London. In health, her diflike to religion, and
to the company of her profefling relatives, had caufed her
to feek for fociety among the gay and diffipated, and of
courfe fhe found more pleafure in Kenfington-gardens
on a Lord’s day~—and in cards—and at the theatre—than
in fitting under the found of the gofpel.

Coming to refide near London, fhe was vifited by her
brother, who found that her mind was in a ftate of total
darknefs :—fhe faid, ¢¢ She did not recolle&t that fhe had
¢¢"done any body any harm, and therefore the hLoped the
¢ thould do very well when fhe came to die.”

Her brother returned to town; and having been in-
formed by the medical attendants, that it was impoffible
the could recover, and that a very few weeks might pro-
bably terminate her exiftence, he felt extremely anxious
for the foul of his poor fifter; and knowing that his ex-
tenfive concerns in bufinefs would not permit him often
to vifit her, he wrote her the folloing letter, for which,
it is apprehended, the will have reafon to blefs God to
all eternity.

¢ MY DEAR SISTER, Ofaber 6, 1801,

“ 1 have been withing, for fome time paft, to
write you; but to addrefs you in your prefent awful
fituation, feemed to be a matter of fo much importance,
that I have in fome meafure been deterred from it,
fearing that I might not be fo faithful as I ought, or that
I.thould omit fomething which it was my peculiar duty
to mention to you. Were I to fee a perfon walkin
on the brink of a precipice, who was ftone blind, and
knew, to acertainty, that a few fteps more and he would
be dafhed to atoms, you will eafily conceive how anxious

KKK 1 fhould
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1 fhould be, and fo would you, to call out to him, and
tell him of his danger:—juft fo, my poor fifter, I am
anxious to call to you, to intreat you ferioufly. to confider
whither you are going. It wouldbe finful and wicked in
me to attempt to deceive you, by telling you that I hope
you will foon get better in your health, or that you will
ever get better : for, from every account I can procure
from Mr.~— and Mr. — there is not the moft diftant hope
that this will ever be the cafe. My affection and my duty
both impofe this unpleafing talk upon me, to give you
this awful informatron. Well, my dear fifter, you are
on the borders of an eternal world: happy, happy indeed,
fhould I be, couldI add that you have a good hope, that
you fhall join the glorious aflembly of faints above,
who, through grace, are now inheriting the manfions of
bleflednefs; but grieved indeed I am to fay, that 7 have
no fuch hope. I cannot, I will not deceive you; and
was I knowingly to attempt it, I fhould expeét my hand
to wither while [ write. From the converfation I had
with you, I have reafon to fear that you are expeting to
go to heaven when you die, becaufe you do not recolle&
having injured any perfon in your life: a more falfe hepe
you never could have embraced ; becaufe, if the thing
itfelf were true (which I am fure it is not), it would
only be faying, that becaufe I have not robbed my neigh-
bour of athilling, it isthe duty of the king to give me a
large eftate ; and becaufe I have notinjured the creatures,
whom it was my bounden duty not to injure, I am cer-
tainly to expect that God will, on that account, beftow
upon me eternal happinefs !  Alas, my dear fifter, you
fee this will not do: eternal life beyond the grave is nog
to be purchafed in this way, indeed. Letme beg you to
take a furvey of your paft life, and fee how things have
ftood between God and your foul. If you expeét God to
beftow eternal happinefs upon you, it is right to reflet
upon the way in which you have treated him: and here
you s/ know that you have fcarce ever thought of him
in all your life, though he has been every day and every
hour giving you food and raiment, and beftowing innu-
merable benefits upon you. He has commanded you to
keep his Sabbaths holy; but you have fpent them with
filiy companions in the fields, orin the moft idle conver-
fauon at home. Recolledt that he is an infinitely holy

»
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God, and that he cannot be mocked or déceived ; and he
will not be trifled with. Think how often you have
taken his name in vain ; ten thoufand fins might be men-
tioned which you have committed againft him, and there
are thoufands which are known only to God and yourfelf :
but if we had committed only one fin againft him, we
thould have broken his law ; and that one fin alone would
have rendered us liable to eternal punifhment, What
then is your condition, when you muft know you have
committed fo many thoufands ¥ Why, if thefe {ins are
not repented of and forgiven while you live, you muft be
fhut up in Hell with devils and damned fpirits for ever:
don’t, my dear fifter, think that I am harth, and want to
alarm yon more than is neceflary : I felt a wifh to fpeak
it in milder terms; but God, who knows what I am
writing at this moment, and my dwn confcience, forbid
me to palliate the matter with you: the Scriptures of
Truth declare, that living and dying with your fins un-
repented of and unforgiven, where Chrift is -you cannot
wome, Now thefe feriptures I am living by, and I do
not expeét I fhall find any thing better to die by} pray
think of this, and, while you are in pofleffion of your
reafon, read them with the utmoft attention: don’t lofe
a moment in fearching them 20 _find out your real flate, and
to fee if, after all; there can be any bope, for one who
has lived fo long in the world-as you have, without
fearcely ever thinking about God, or Heaven; or Hell :
and let me intreat you, my dear fifter, to think of what
you muft do to be faved. You are now on a death-bed,
a very little while, and certainly the laft day-=the laft
hour——the laft moment—will arrive § and to be able then
only to-look back upon what has been wrong, will be
miferable work indeed; to have no other expettation, but
a looking for the fiery .indignation of God to overtake
your foul, when it parts from a painful and miferable
body, is a fituation—the thought of which harrows up
my foul while I write ; and what will your feelings be at
that awful moment !~You fee, my dear fifter, that mat«
téts are now come to.an awful crifis: it is always mad-~
nefs in us to be more concerned about the things of this
world than we are about eternity ; but it would be ten-
fold madnefs in you mow to be concerned about any
thing but your foul which is to exift for ever: it would

KKK 2 be



756 A LETTER TO MRS, LEEKS,

be. the extreme - of fo}ly in you to look forward to, or
expect any thing more from this world—tis all over—
you have done with it—it will anfwer no purpofe for you
to have one anxious thought more about this world ;- and
therefore now, my dear fifter, as you muft {o foon enter
upon an eternal world, let me intreat you to confider
what is to become of your naked foul, when it launches
out into the everlafting ocean. ~ Be affured, I would:not
wantonly fport with your feelings : what-I have written,
I have done as in the fight of God; and he knows that I
have written the truth, It is too late to trifle about thefe
things now=—eternity is juft at hand with you; and if
your foul is now trifled with, ’tis loft for ever. Oh that
1 could but have the happinefs to hear you now cry out,
What muft I do to be faved ! and that you were deter-
mined you would give no fleep to your eyes till you had
found a Saviour. O let me point out to you in thofe
fame fcriptures, by which I hope to die as well as live,
that there is encouragement for the wileft creature on
earth to come to Chrift and be happy: for Jefus Chrift
himfelf has faid, Whofoever cometh unto me, I will in
no wife caft out, John vi. 37; and though your fins be
as fearlet, they fhall be white as fnow ; though they be
red like crimfon, they fhall be .as wool, . Ifaiah i. 18,
And the more you feel your own vilenefs and finfulnefs,
the more anxious you will be to- come, and he will re-
ceive you to himfelf: therefore, my dear fifter, let me
intreat you not to. expect that any good deeds will fave
you; for all the good deeds you ever did wiil not weigh
a ftraw in the fcale of your falvation: meither let the con-
Jcioufnefs of your crimes be the leaft hindrapce to come to
Tefus Chrift for life and falvation.  Don’t lofe a moment
before  you pray to God for pardon—tell him what a
wretch you have been—that you have negle&ted him all
your life, but thatyou would not di¢ neglecting him for
d thoufand worlds—mention to him.in your prayers his
forgiving the thief upon the crofs——and beg him, for the
take of Jefus Chrift, to be merciful to your foul. - And
Here let methave the pleafure to tell you, that he délights
in forgivenefs; and fhould you but become a fincere pe-
nitent, the angels in heaven will rejoice—your dear
niece, who is now in glory, will rejoice. I think fhe
would addrefs her glorious companions. in fuch language

as
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@s this—¢¢ Oh, bleffed, bleffed be God! - My poor, dear
aunt, who has all her life long been totally regardlefs of
her foul, in having fet at nought the kind invitations of
falvation, has this day become 2 fincere penitent ;> andif
any thing could add to your dear niece’s- felicity, it
would be, if fhe could add—* and the inftrument which
the Lord has been pleafed to make ufe of on this happy
occafion, has been a letter which my dear father has writ-
ten to my aunt, refpecting her foul.”

Oh, my dear fifter, Jefus is as willing to fave you as he
was Mary Magdalen. He is the {ame yefterday, to-day,
and for ever. We change, but he changes not; and be.
as-ready as you will to fly to him, he is more ready to
receive you than ever you will be to go to him: but re-
member (and this i$ one of the greateft privileges of all),
that you are not expeéted to go to him in your own ftrength.
We are all finners, and without ftrength; but you muft
pray that he will enable you to go to him juft as you are.
Death is at your door—perhaps a few days, or even
hours, and it is all over~—you have no time to ftop till you
are better, till you have more forrow, or more joy; and
if 'you had, it would an{wer no purpofe: you would
never be faved for being better; it is by the obedience
and death of Chrift alone. that you can be faved from
guilt. He has died to fave thofe who fee and feel them-
{elves loft and undone by their own doings, and who are
willing to be {aved entirely by him, and him alone, from
finand mifery. Let me intreat you, therefore, my dear
fifter, fet about this bufinefs immediately. - Pray to God
to convince you of your real flate and condition, and that
he will thew you the value and precioufnefs of the bleod
of Chrift to juftify you, and the abfolute neceflity of
the work of the blefled Spirit to fan&ify you. = Believe
me, if I was now expeéling to go into an eternal world,
while I am writing this letter, I could not give you
better advice. Let me once more beg of you, which T would
do on my knees to you, if it would anfwer any purpofe,
that you do not lofe another' mement about your foul.
‘While there is life there is hope; and late as itis, blefled
be the name of Jefus! he now ftands with open arms,
at the very moment you are reading this letter. His eye
is upon your bed, upon your countenance, upon your
affli¢ted body, upon your anxious heart; and he fays to

' KKK 3 you -
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you—1 came into-the world to fave finners, even the very
chicf of finners; dow't let the magnitude of your crimes
prevent you; it is not even yet too late; come ta me, and be
happy for ever. ‘That you may find your mind thus
anx1ous to fly ta him is the ardent and conftant prayer of,
My dear- fifter,
Your ever-affeGionate brother,

Mrs, L. expreffed herfelf very much pleafed, and very
Erat’eful to her brother for writing this pleafing letter ta
her ; and by reading itagain and again, fhe was led to fee
it herfelf to be a great finner, and feemed fenfible of the
efficacy of the blood of Chrift to pardon and wafh away
her guilt; and at length, fhe fometimes rejoiced with
joy unfpeakable and full of glory.

A friend faid to her, ¢ Your pain is very great.”’—She
replied, It is, but it might have been much worfe, and
have taken away my fenfes; but I blefs the Lord it has
not: and I pray to be relieved from pain only that ¥ may
be able ta pray ta the Lord that be would blefs me. ¢ Then
you are enabled to pray ?’—Oh, yes; prayer is my con-
ftant friend : T fometimes think my crimes are toa great
to be pardoned; but that paflage in my dear brother’s let-
ter, thaugh your fins be as fearlety &c. &c. has much en-
couraged me. ¢¢ Are you brought to fee if Gad was to
punith you, he would ftill be a juft God ?”’—Oh, yes ; but
{ did not fee it till I had my dear brother’s letter. In-
deed, I{carce knew or even thought whether there was
a God or not, though T made great promifes in my laft
affliction, but I {oon forgot all when 1 gat better ; but the
Lord did not let me ga til] he brought me into this
affli¢tion; and 1 blefs im far #his fick bed. I fee my fins
ngw as I never faw them before, ¢ Then you fee you
cando nothing to fave yourfelf.”—Oh, yes ;1 can do no-
thing but pray to my bleffed Saviour, for I am a finner;
but he is a God that abundantly pardons, and fays in his
word, Whofoever will, let him come, &c.—yes, he docs
abundantly pardon, and [ want to come to him=—oh ! that
he would blefs me! No one was more fond of the world
than I once was; but 1 find the world can do nothing for
me now—nothing but the religion of Jefus will dofor a
dying’bed—-.oh, 1 want to lay held ftrong of the bleffed
Tefus!

’ A friend
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A friend praying by her, and begging the Lord togive
her an affurance of her perfonal intereft in Chrift; fhe
cried out, That is what I want. ‘The fame friend wifh-
ing her nearer London, fhe replied, 1 am happy where I
am, for it is where I wifh to be, becaufe I am with a
pious woman. IfI were in London, one perfon or other
would be coming in and wifhing me better ; but I don’t
want that, 1 want my foul made better. Looking at her
hands, fhe faid, with great compofure, This body will
foon be food for worms in the grave—I have had a great
afliGtion—my hufband alfo has had a great afition—but
it has not had the effet upon him 1 could wifh; but I
mutt leave him, and fight for my own foul—I have but a
little time to ftay here,

I have; the faid, fometimes feared that my crimes are
too great to be pardoned; but Jefus has faid, ¢ Though
‘your fins be as fcarlet,” &c. &c. and my dear brother fays
in his letter—“ LET NOT THE MAGNITUDE OF YOUR
CRIMES KEEP YOU FROM COMING TO JEsus.”

The following lines being read to her from she Se-
Jection, Hymn 550,

« Ah, T fhall foon be dying,
Time {wiftly glides away;
But, on my Lord relying,

I hail the happy day!
The day when I muft enter
Upon 2 world unknown,
My helplefs foul I venture

On Jefus Chrift alone—"

fhe felt the power of thefe verfes, and, with her hands
clafped, her eyes fixed upward, the tears trickling down
her cheeks, fhe feemed in fervent prayer, and faid, Ah,
that is what I want.

Being afked what fhe wifhed fhould be prayed for on
her account, fhe faid, That T may be kept going on—
fIha't I may mot turn back—that I may have ftrong hold of

elus.

Hearing that feveral Minifters in I.ondon and at Port{-
mouth were greatly led out in prayer on her account, fhe
faid, How thall I thank the Lord for his goodnefs in rai-
fing me up fuch friends! O, if I had but liftened to the
advice of my dear fifter, I fhould not have gone on in fin

KKK 4 as
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as I have done. Being in very acute pain, fhe faid, Deatlr
has taken faft hold of my body, but Chrift has taken faft
hold of my foul. ‘

Looking at her hufband, fhe faid, There’s my dear
hufband—he has been very kind and attentive to me
during ty afli&ion—1I thank him, and I love him—but I
am very ready to leave him—my Maker is my hufband
now. - :

She frequently faid, What thould I have done, if it had .
not been for this afli&ion?—If I had been cut off firft, |
fhould have been fent down to the abode of devils and
damned fpirits 5 but my dear Lord has bleffed me with -
this affliction for the good of my foul: and though I fuf-
fer great pain, yet my pain is not to be mentioned, when
I think of what my dear Jefus {uffered for {uch vile finful
creatures as me: had it not been for the Lord, 1 might
now have been tearing my hair from my head in diftrac-
tion and agony; but he who has faved my foul, gives me
patience to bear it: but what a great mercy that it is not
now too late ! and Jefus fays, He’ll caft out none that
come to him by faith—17 caft myfelf on my Saviour.

Speaking to her hufband, fhe faid, My dear, T would
not wifh you to be taken away in the {ftate you are now
in—but come to Jefus as a poor {inner—throw yourfelf
at his feet—he wi!l not caft you out—he did not caft me
out. Never mind the world and your companions jeer-
ing vou—they will look at death in a different way by
and by. I pray the Lord to.do for you what he has done
for me.

A young woman coming to fee her, the faid, Don’t
be afraid to look at me becaufe my countenance is grim —
it is what you and all muft come to: yes, you muft faon
cdme to a dying bed. I am not afraid to die—1 have glo~
rious profpeéts. I know you don’t like to talk of death,
but it muft come.

In fpeaking “one day to an ungodly relative, fhe with
emphafis faid, that deferring to think about religion till
we come on a death-bed, was like having to take a jour-
ney in a ftage-coach; and deferring till the la{t moment to
get ready—perhaps the ftage might go off without us,
but it might return and take us another day: but if we
were too late in fetting ol for Heaven, it will be all over
«—_here would be no opportunity of going another day.

Being
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_ Being in great agonies, fhe cried, Lord, fupport me!
{upport me " But why fhould I fpeak thus ! he has fup~
ported me hitherto, and will .not leave me to-day—thou
art my fhield, my hope, and my truft. Oh, if my arms
were long enough to reach my Saviour, I would not be-
with you long ; however, a little while and I fhall be
with him ; there is a flight veil between him and me, it
will foon be undrawn : till then, oh, my blefled Lord, be
my ftrength, and guide me. :

Speaking of her brother, fhe faid, When I-{ee him, it
gives me {uch fecret fatisfaction and pleafure, asyou can-
not conceive of ; for then I fee my brother, my father, and
I had almoft faid my faviour—not my Jefus, don’t miftake
me—I call him my earthly faviour, becaufe he has in-
Ttruéted me in my way to the Saviour of my foul. I was
fo'great a finner, I was afraid to pray; but that {weet
word, ¢ Him that cometh, I willin no wife caft out,’ was
very precious to me ; fo I perfevered in praying, and the
Lord hath bleffed me.

A friend fpeaking of the fafety of believers at death,
the replied, My foundation is Jefus: he is my rock, my
fhield, my truit, my hope, my God, my all.—A little
while after fhe faid, I ftruggle fo for breath, A friend
faid, I believe your ftruggles are nearly over—ihe faid,
I hope they are, unlefs they are for my good.  Her
friend faid, You will find him a faithful God to the end
of your journey. She faid, He has been a faithful God to
me with a witnefs—faithful all through: he is my
ftrength and my fupport! Oh, the love of my Saviour to
fuch a poor miferable finner !

Rev. Mr. Fryer calling as ufual to fee her, he afked
her, how fhe found herfelf? She replied, I am very happy,
but very weak in body. He faid, you are now fo very
weak, it will perhaps be too much for me to go to prayer
with you. .She replied, Oh no, Sir, your prayers have
always been f{weet to me—fweeter than the honey from
the honey-comb. After prayer Mr. Fryer faid, « He
had no doubt the Lord would be with her all through the
valley,” and added, ¢ I hope you have no doubt of it.”
She lifted up her hand, pointing to. Heaven, and faid,
There is all my truft and fupport—he has been my fup-
port all the way through, She faid, fome time after, to
her hufband, Oh, my dear, I could tell you a g‘r:‘e;;

e
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deal about my bleffed Jefus, if I had ftrength te
{peak e ’

PTaking’ leave of a friend, fhe faid, with great affece
tion, My dear, I hope you will have the fame confo-
lations on a dying bed; but' paufing a moment, as if
thinking her aflictions were too clofely interwoven with
her mercies to be divided, the faid, I hope not the fame
aflition ; then, ina firm voice, added—But if you fhould
have the fame affliction, don’t be afiaid of it~~it will be
nothing, if the Lord gives you the fame fupport and

J

oy.

‘On being afked, if the had any thing to fay to her
brother and fifter, at a diftance, of the former of whom
the had no reafon to indulge hope, fhe faid, almoft in an
agony, Yes, tell my brother Amos I am concerned for
his foul; I conftantly pray for him: Oh, beg him, and
my dear fifter Sufanna, not to put off flying to Chrift,
till they come on a dying bed—they may not be per-
mitted to have a bed of affliCtion—they may not have a
moment—they may not have their fenfes. O, intreat
them, from me, not to leave ittill that time. Tell them
I fought the Lord while he was to be found, though fo
late; but mine is a very uncommon cafe, and he has
had mercy on fo vile a finner as me. He is a tried Sa=
viour, and he is willing to fave finners, and will favethem,
if they feeck him now; but if they don’t come to Chrift
to'be faved, we fhall never meet again.

The pofiibility that fhe might recover being hinted,
fhe faid, I would not with it now; if it is the will of the
Lord; I thould rather proceed on my journey. I find 1 have
fuch a wicked heart, that if I was to go back to the
world again, the Lord muft put a very heavy chain on
me, to keep me near to him. Oh, Lord, fearch me,
and try me, and let me fee if I have any fins unre-
pented of,

She faid, I have fometimes a doubt runs acrofs my
mind, whether I fhall reach that glorious place of blifs 3
but I have then been enabled to throw myfelf afrefh at
the feet of Jefus.

She was at times fo weak and low, that it was with
difficalty her voice could be heatd. A friend obferving
her in prayer, bent down her head near to hers, and heard
her praying in.the following manner:—Oh, my blefled
Jefus, thou art my only favicur and interceflor. W}f;om

ave
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have I in Heaven but thee? Why didft thou have mercy
upon me ? Oh, my bleffed Redeemer, who art all my fyp-
port, my ftaff, guide me through this long and dark
valley. O Lorg, abundantly blefs all my dear friends,
who have been fo kind, and have done fo much for me.
At another time in great pain fhe faid, O Lord, thou
art my phyfician—thou art my help—~thou art iy food—
thou art my drink—thou art my reft—thou art my all.

The day on which fhe died, her voice was. extremely
weak, but her foul feemed almoft in glory. She had
been delirious for feveral days before, but her reafon re-
turned on this day. She faid to a friend who was fitting
by her, taking her by the hand, The Lord blefs you,
and return you an hundred-fold for all your kindnefs to
me !—he is a good God to me—he is now with me !—Oh
ﬁraife him, praife him ! praife him, Mr. Leeks, praife

im, praife him; I have no voice to do it myfelf. Her
friend faid, But when your voice expires in death, your
foul fhall praife him beft. She thed faid, Hallelujah,
hallelujah, hallelujah to God! he is a good God, a faith-
ful God. The pains of death were now very ftrong upon
her. Her friend faid, Though dying is hard work, yet
it is -fafe to the believer, feeing Jefus died for him. ~ She
faid, It is fwecet, itis fweet, it is {weet.

Come, come, come, welcome, welcome, welcome ;
thrice welcome ; he is come, he is come! To her buf-
band the faid, Oh,feek him; Oh, come to him; I have
found a reft, Her friend faids There remaineth a reft
for the people of God, where they will be eternally
_employed in finging hallelujah. She faid, Thatis whatl
glory in—my Godis all ftrength—Lord, help me ! this
is a. hard ftruggle to die—but, O Death, where is thy
fting? O Death, where is thy fting? Now glory,
glory, hallelujah, hallelujah ! my dear father, my dear
mother, my dear niece—my dear niece! A few minutes
after this, her friend repeated the laft verfe of Mr. Pearce’s
hymn, entitled Sweet Afftiction:

' Blefs’d there with a weight of glory,

Still the path I'll ne’er forger;
But, exulting, cry It led me
To my bleffed Saviow:’s feat.
Sweet affliction, fweet afflition,
‘Which has brought to Jefus feet !
Selection, Hymn 541,

She then faid, Hallelujah, hallelujah, ballelujah ! Thefc

were her laft words.
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LIFE OF LADY HUNTINGDON,
By Dgr. HawEeis.

(Continued from page 586.)

LADY Huntingdon’s heart was truly engaged to
God; and fhe refolved, to her beft ability, to lay
herfelf out to do good. The poor around her were the
natural objeCls of her attention. Thefe the bountifully
relieved in their neceflities, vifited in ficknefs, converfed
with and led them to their knees, praying with them
and for them. The late.Prince of Wales, one day in
court, afked a lady of fathion, Lady Charlotte E. where
my Lady Huntingdon was, that the fo feldom vifited the
circle?! Lady Charlotte replied with a fneer, < I fup-
pofe praying with her beggars.”” The Prince fhook his
head, and faid, ¢ Lady Charlotte, whenI am dying, I
think I fhall be happy to feize the fkirt of Lady Hun-

tingdon’s mantle, to lift me up with her to Heaven.”
During my Lord Huntingdon’s life the warmly
efpoufed the caufe of God and truth, though her means
of ufefulnefs were neceffarily circumfcribed, and her
family engagements occupied much of her time and at-
tention:  On his demife, fhe was left the entire manage-
ment of her children and of their fortunes, which fhe
improved with the greateft ficelity. Become her own
miftrefs, fhe refolved to devote. herfelf wholly to the
fervice of Chrift, and the fouls redecemed by his blood:
her zealous heart embraced cordially all’ whom fhe
efteemed real chriftians, whatever their denomination or
opinions might be; but being herfelf in fentiment more
eongenial with Mr. Whitfield than the Mr. Weftleys,
{he favoured thofe efpecially who were the minifters of
the Calviniftic perfuafion, according to the literal fenfe
of the Articles of the Church of England; and, with
an intention of giving them a greater fcene of ufefulnefs,
the opened her houfe in Park-ftreet for the preaching’ of
the Gofpel, fuppofing, as a peerefs of the realms, that the
had an indifputable right to employ; as her family ihap-
ains,
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{ains, thofe minifters of the church whom fhe patronized.
On the week days, her kitchen was filled with the poor
of the flock, for whom fhe provided inftruion; and
on the Lord’s-day, the great and noble were invited
to fpend the evening in her drawing-room, where
Mr. Whitfield, Mr.  Romaine, Mr. Jones, and other
minifters of Chrift, addreffed to them faithfully all” the
words of this life, and were heard with apparently deep
and ferious attention. _

Lady Huntingdon now became the open and avowed
patronefs of all the zealous Minifters of Chrift, efpe-
cially of thofe who were fuffering for the teftimony of
Jefus. Mr. Romaine, on his being turned out of
St. George’s Church, received particular tokens of her
favour ; and, though till then unknown to her, I was
honoured with her expreflions of kindnefs and approba-
tion, when, as yet a young man, I fuffered fuch perfe-
cution from Bifhop Hume and the Univerfity of Oxford,
and - was fo unjuftly. difpofleffed of my cure in that
city.

Xl’hough Lady Huntingdon devoted the whole of her
fubftance to the gofpel, yet it is not a little furprifing,
how her income fufficed for the immenfity of expence
in which fhe was neceffarily involved. Her jointure
was no more than twelve hundred pounds a year; and
only after the death of her fon, a few years preceding
her own," fhe received the addition of another thoufand.
She often involved herfelf in expences for building cha-
pels, ‘which fhe found it burdenfome to difcharge; but
the Lord brought her always honourably through her en-
gagements, and provided a fupply when her own was
exhaufted,

To the age of fourfcore and upwards, fhe maintained
all the vigour of youth; and though in her latter years
the contraction of her throat reduced her almoft wholly
to a liquid diet, her fpirits'-never feemed to fail her,
and to the very laft days of her life, her active mind
was planning fhll greater-and more extenfive {chemes of
%(efuénefs, for the univerfal fpread of the gofpel of

hrifk, ‘ :

Lady Huntingdon was rather above the middle fize,
her prefence noble, and commanding refpect ; her ad-
drefs ﬂngularly engaging, her intelligence acute, her

diligence
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diligence indefatigable, and the conflant labour of her
thought and correfpondence inconceivable. Never was
creature. apparently more dead to all felf-indulgence, or
more liberally difpofed to fupply the calls of the Gofpels
I believe, during the many years I was -honoured with
her friendfhip, fhe often poffeffed no more than the gown
fhe wore. 1 have often faid, the was one of the. poor
who lived on her own bounty; but her moft diftin-
guithing excellence was, the fervent zeal which always
burned in her bofom, to make known the Gofpel of the
grace of God, which no difappointments quenched, no
labours flackened, no oppofition difcouraged, ne progrefs
of years abated: it flamed ftrongeft in her lateft mo-
ments, The world has feldom feen fuch a charaéter.—~—
Thoufands and tens of thoufands will have reafon, living
and dying, to blefs her memory, as having been the
happy inftrument of bringing them out of darknefs into
marvellous light; and multitudes, faved by her inftru-
mentality, have met her in the regions of glory, ta
rejoice together in the prefence of God and of the
Lamb.

But it may be afked, Was fhe a perfeck character ? No—
this is not the lot of mortals on this fide the grave.
‘When the moon walketh in her brightnefs, her fhadows
are moft vifible.

Lady Huntingdon was in her temper warm and fans
guine ; her predile&tions for fome, and her prejudices for
others, were fometimes too haftily adopted: and by thefe
fhe. was led to form conclufions not always correfpondent
with truth and wi{dom,

The fuccefs attending her efforts feemed to imprefs her
mind with a perfuafion, that a particular benediction
would reft upon whomfoever fhe fhould fend forth, and
rendered her choice not always judicious ; though feldom
were there ever lefs offerices in fo extended a work.

She bad fo long direfted the procedures of her con-
nexions, that fhe too feldom afked the advice {of the
judicious minifters who laboured with her, and bore not-
paflively contradi&tion. v

I am the hiftorian of truth, as far as I know it.—She
needs no pofthuimous fame to blazon her worth, and fhe
is paft far beyond all human cenfure which can affek

her,
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her. The great Head of the Church hath, I have full
confidence, .decided her charalter, pitied her infirmities,
pardoned her iniquities, and welcomed her to glory with,
‘Well done, good and faithful fervant.

EXTRACTS

From the Account of the Society for promoting Chriftian
' Knowledge, 1801.

VI‘HE Subferibing and Correfponding Members of the
*SocIETY in Great Britain and Foreign parts, are
now upwards of 2000 ; of which number 180 fubfcribing
members were chofen fince the publication of the laft

account; and 54 ladies have .likewife been admitted on
the lift of annual fubfcribers.

The names of the Miffionaries  employed by the So-
CIETY, Wwith the certain annual* Salaries paid to them
refpedtively.

In the EasT-InNDIES.
The Rev. Chriftian William Gerické, at Madras  [.50

‘The Rev. Chriftian Poble, at Tirut/binapally 50
The Rev. Fofeph Daniel Faenicke, at Palameotta 50
The Rev. fohn Cafpar Kolhoff, at Tanjore 50
The Rev. Charles William Pzzold, at Madras 50

The Rev. Immanuel Gottfried Holzberg, at Tanjore 50

Tn the IsLANDS oF ScILLY.

The Rev. David Evans, M. A. Miffionary at Trefeo 100
The Rev. Frederick Croker, B. A. Miffionary at
St, Agnes 10C
Mapras.
The Rev. Mr. Gerické, at Vepery, near Madras, in
December, 1799, was about to fet out for Zanjore, and
: meant

* Befides 2 gratnity of £50 to each of the Miflianaries in' Jzdia,
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meant to go beyond it, that he might vifit the churches
which the late Mr. Swartz had planted, and Mr. Jce-
nicke had watered, but which, on account of the ficknefs
of the latter, by the hill-fever, had not for feveral years
been vifited. He journeyed by way of Vellore, drnee,
Cuddalore, - Tranquebar, and Negapatam, in all which
places he had found much to do. At Zanjore, he pre-
vailed upon his fick brother, Mr. Fanicke, to make the
journey with him to Ramanadaburam, where a new
«church was to be opened. From thence they proceeded
to Tuttocorin, Manapar, and feveral other places where
there were congregations, catechifts, chapels, and
{cliools, as far as Palamcottsc.

TRICHINAPALLY.

The Rev, Mr. Poble, at Trichinapally, in the courfe
of the year 1799, had baptized 36 infants, one adult, and
four grown children of Roman Catholic parents. Two
perfons had been received from the Popifh communion.
“Their communicants in the courfe of the year had been
2006, marriages 13, and burials 30. Their Englifp
fchool had increafed from 39 to 54 children; and in the
Malabar ichool there were about 20, The Malabar
and Portuguefe people belonging to his miffion were in
number 285. His catechifts often made excarfions into
the country to preach the Gofpel to the Heathen*.
The principles of Chriftianity many approve of;, wha
neverthelefs do not enter -into the church, being fcan-
dalized by thé immoral lives of many Europeans, par-
ticularly in the circumftance of keeping women, without
being lawfully married to them. Mr. Pohle had recently
built a new. Malabar fchool-houfe, and exprefles his
earneft hope, that a fucceflion of faithful and pious Mif-
fionaries, whofe principles and morals are correét, and
who are true fervants of Jefus Chrift, may be perpe-
tuated.

(To be continued).

* This is a circumftance which the friends of village-preaching will
be glad to hear.—EpiToz.



Hiftory of the Baptist Churches at Northampton,
by Dr. RyLanb.
(Continued from pagé 720.)

In 1751, Brother Samuel Lambert, a Pzdobaptiit
member was called to the work of the miniftry, who
proyed a uleful fervant of Chrift, and is ftill paftor of
a church at Ifleham, in Cambridgethire,. 1793.

Mr. Shepherd removed foon after this to Tu
bridge Wells, where he died in June 1780, aged 60.
He was, ‘an honourable godly man. Mr. Haworth
and he were the only paftors of our church who were
Padobaptifis.

In March 1752, Mr. William Tolley was invited
to preach at College Lane, but was not ordained till
June 9, 1756 ; when Mr. Evans, of Foxton, prayed;
Mzr. Deacon, of Road, gave the charge; Mr. Wal-
ker, of Olney, prayed ; Mr. Kidman, of Lautter-
worth, preached to the people, and Mr. Brown, of
Kettering, concluded in prayer.

In his time Mr. William Coles, now Baptift mi-
nifter at. Maulden, near Ampthill, and then a mem-
ber of College Lane, firft entred into the miniftry.

Mr. Toliey removed from Northampton to London
about 1758, and fettled with Mr. Stockweil’s people,
in- Redcrofs-fireet ; he afterwards turned Sandima-
nian.

Our people remained deftitute of a ftated minifter
for twelve months, but were fupplied by various mi-
nifters occafionally, and among the reft, by Mr. Ry-
land, of Warwick, whom they invited to remeve to
them, and become their paftor. In this requeft all
the members united, but three or four, and a great
number of hearers in-the town and neighbouring vil-
lages.

9759, O&. 5. Mr. Ryland removed to Northamp-
ton with his family and boarding-fchool. 1760, Feb.
17, He was received a member, by a letter of difmif-
fion from the church at Warwick, where he had
preached for thirteen years, and had been paftor about
nine. He was, originally, a member of the church
at Bourton-on-the-Water, and baptized by the paftor,
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the Rev. Benjamin Beddome ; and‘was recommended
by them to the Academy at Briftol, then .under the
tuition of the Rev. Bernard Fotkett.

When Mr. Ryland came firft to Northampton, the
church confifted of abeut 80 members ; but it was
more thar doubled the firft year. Large additions were
afterwards made, and the congregation {o increafed as
to require the meeting-houfe to be twice enlarged.

1760, Sept. 18.—Mr. Ryland was fettled as paftor,
when Mr. Deacon, of Road, prayed; Mr. Grant, of
Wellingborough, gave the charge from 1 Tim. iv. 16.
Mr. Carpenter, of Middleton Cheney, prayed be-
tween the fermons; Mr. Hull, of Carleton, preached
to the people, from 2 Cor. xiii. 11.; Mr. Kidman, of
Lutterworth, and Mr. Clayton, of Stephenton, both
prayed after the fermons. Mr. Evans; of Foxton,
and Mr. Deacon, of Walgrave, were alfo prefent on
the occafion.

The firft enlargement of the place of worfhip in
1760, coft a little more than 300 1.

The fecond in 774, coft above 1250 1. including
1001. the purchafe of more ground.

Mr. Ryland left Northampton on Nov, 11, 1785,
and died at Enfield, near London, July 24, 1792,
aged almoft 69 years, and was buried at Northamp-
ton, in College Lane meeting-houfe. From his firft
coming to Northampton, to the end of 1792, there
were added to the church in College Lane,- three
hundred and twenty-three members: 145 males, 178
females. There were but two members of the old
church (or of thofe who were in fellowthip at the
time Mr. Ryland came to Northampton) living at the
time of his death, and onc of thefe was ex¢lud-
ed, O¢. 16, following, and the other died the fame
day. :
Mr, Ryland, jun. joined the church, Sep. 11, 1767%.
He firft exercifed on Thurfday -evening,’ May 30,
1770. Preached firft on the Lord’s-day, Jan. 27,
1771, two days before he completed his eighteenth

* The Rev. William Bntton, now paftor of the church in Dean-
ftveet, and another boy then at {chool, joined the church, and were
baptized at the fame time.
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vear. Was called out by the church, Ang. 4,1771.
Ordained co-paftor, June 8, 1781, when the Rev.
Mr. Booth prayed the ordination praver; Rev. Ro-
bert Hall gave the charge, and Rev. Mr. Hopper, of
Nottingham, preached to the people.

STRICT BAPTIST CHURCH AT NORTHAMPTON.

As to the little church of ftrict Baptifts* who latter-
ly met on the Green, the following particulars may
be gleaned up concerning them, from our old church
book.—There was, before the year 1706, a {mall
number of f{tri& Baptifts, who were originally a
branch of Mr. Negus’s church at Stephenton, that
ufed to meet in ‘a barn, at St. James’s End. One
Nathan Brown was authorifed by the whole church,
to preach and adminifter the ordinances to this people,
who were advifed to become a diftinét church : this
they refufed to do at firft, but afterwards broke
off irregularly, upon fome difagreement between
Mzr. Brown and Mr. Negus, the paftor at Stephen-
ton. Toward the clofe of 1708, Nathan Brown was
{ucceeded by Mr. Mawbey, fuppofed, to be nephew
to Brown, and who is referred to as flill paftor
in 1710. Butin 1716, John Collis is mentioned - as
their paftor. And in 1724, they met at the houfe of
Edward Garner, in Quart Pot Lane. After this they
made themfelves a meeting-houfe, perhaps out of a
dwelling-honfe, and Mr. Boomer was their paftor till
toward the clofe of 1733, when Mr. Boomer changing
his judgment for mixt communion, left them, an
the church formerly under his care, with Mr. Charles
Rodgers, and the people who had withdrawn with
him from College Lane. They took the old church
book with them from College Lane, in which a new
covenant for fri& communion was entered, and fub-
feribed, from firft to laft, by 37 men, 43 women.
One old woman, of Olney, was baptized by “Mr.
Rodgers, in the 89th year of her age.

1783, Aug. 15.—Mr. Rodgers was ordained, I fup-
pofe, in College Lane; Mur. Brine, from London,
(whofe firft wife was Mr. Moore’s daughter,) Mr,
Woolinfon, of Rufden; Mr. Deacon, of Walgrave,

* 1t was to this Church the Letter was fent, of which we have given
a fac-fimile of Dr. Doddridge’s hand writing,.
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and other meffengers of neighbouring churches being
prefent. But, before Aug. 20, the truftees had got
}f){)ﬁ‘eﬁion of the meeting-houfe, and on Nov. 4, Mr.

odgers’s people and Mr, Boomer’s people united,
and met henceforward on the Green *,

1735, April 10. Mr. W.-Walker, who afterwards
fettled at Olney, as paftor of the Baptift church, and
then at Colnbrooke, where he died, was called out
by the church on the Green. Mr. Rodgers removed
about: 1736, and fettled at Rye 4 for fomne time.

1743.—~Henry Davy, or Davis (father of the Inde-
pendent minifter at Wigfton, in Leicefterfhire) was
chofen Deacon, 1744. He was chofen elder. 1748,
He was (ettled paftor. Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Gill of
London, gave the charge; Mr. Brine preached to
the people. Mr. Deacon, of Road; Mr, Deacon,
of Walgrave, and other meflengers of the churches
being prefent. Mr. Davis was a very worthy man, a
plain, ferious preacher; but the church gradually
dwindled, till at laft they broke up, and fold the place
to the Weflean Methodifts. After this, Mr. Davis
preached for fome time in his own houfe at Harle-
ftone, four miles from Northampton, till he became
quite infirm with age. He died in 1780, aged 80,
and was buried in College Lane meeting-yard.

* In connexion with the names of Barmer and Rodgers, two
proofs fhould be mentioned of the candour of Dr. Doddridge.

Dr. Doddridge had feveral Antipzdobaptifts who were members
of his church, and when perfons of that perfuafion propofed them-
felves for admiffien, the minifier who was invited to baptize them by
immerfion, had the free ufe of the Doétor’s veftry, to pray with the
candidates, and exhort them, before they went from thence down
to the water, This was the cafe when Mr. Barmer, who was then-
rémoved to Newport Pagnell, came over to baptize Miriam Barrett,
who joined the church at Caftlehill in the Do&or’s time, but removed
to College Lane after my father came to Northampton. Her fifter,
and another aged memberof our church, prefent at the time, told
me they well remember this circumftance.

I have heard feveral aged people- mention it as a well known in-
ftance of Dr. Doddridge’s cangid fpirit, that he once was prefent at
the river fide when Mr. Rodgers baptized, and that when Mr. Rod-
gers came out of the water, the Doétor pulled off his.own cloak, which
he ufvally wore on the Lord’s-days, and offered to put it upon Mr.
Rodgers, obferving, at the fame time, in the audience of all the fpecta-
tors, that it was a very folemn ordinance: .

+ He died many_years after at Exeter, and we hope to give fome
account of him from his'own papers,  EDLTOR,
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MEETING-HOUSE AT ROCKBORNE, HANTS:

Now. 19, 1801.—A {mall neat meeting-houfe was opened
at Rockborne, in Hampfhire, exght miles from Salifbury,
The Gofpel was introduced into this village a few years fince,
by amember of the Bapuft Church in Salifbury, who preached
in the ftreet. - A dwelling-houfe was foon obtained, and the
Brethren, who are fent by the above Church to nreach in the
villages, have continued to go there on Lord’s days, while
feveral of the neighbouring paftors have occafionally preached
leQures in the week, and 2 bleffing has attended the word.
‘There was conﬁderable oppofition at ﬁrﬁ but the clergyman,
vhoisa ]u{hce of the peace; much to his credit, interpofed,
and the meetings are peaceably attended. Serious objeétions
arlﬁng to a continuance of the preaching in the houfe where
it had been, and no other likely to be obtained, it was feared
it moft be given up; but the fteward of the Harl of Shaftes-
bury, to whom the manor belongs, being informed of it, ap-
plied to' his Lordfhip for a piece of land to build a meeting-
houfe, which his Lordfhip readily granted. - The houfc has
been ereCted by Mr. Bain of Downton, and. Mr. Sz ffery of
Salitbury ; and will coft about zcol. the greater part of which
has been already contributed by the friends of religion, and
the premifes are put in truft for religious ufes. At the opening,
there was a crowded and attentive congregation. Mr. Moody,
of Lockerly, began the morning 1erwce with reading and
prayer ; Mr. Saffery, of Salifbury, preached from v Kings,
1x. 3. In the afternoon, Mr. Budden, of Downton, prayed;
Mr. Loder, Independent minifter of Fordingbridge, preached
from Luke xiv. 23.; and Mr. Miall, ¢ £ Wisborn, cou-
cluded. In the evcning, Mr. Hunt, a ftuzent of Mr. Bogue’s,
prayed ; Mr. Bain, of Downton, preached from Pfalm cxxxii.
15. and Mr. Baily, a General Baptiii, of Downton, concluded
the fervices of the day, which were pleafant to many.

ORDINATION
of the Rev. GEorGE ATkiNson, at Margate.

This amiable man was feveral years fince a member of the
Rev, Mr. Steevens’s church, in Crown Court, London. By
a very handfome letter, he was recommended to Dr. Rippon,
baptized, and introduced iasto the church in Carter Lane.
Here his gifts were exercifed with a view to the minifterial
office;; and by the uranimous voice @ the paftor, the deacons,
and the people, he was fent to ‘labour in the gofpel vineyard.
He was fome time a {tudent under Dr. Ryland, at Briftol, but
the neceflitics of the people at Margate, haftened him from the

feminary
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{eminary foonet than he could have withed. His probationary
labours were highly acceptable to the beft judges, both on the
{pot, and to others from town, who occafionally vifit Margate
for the fake of bathing. His fteps towards a fettlement were
marked with deliberation. 'The members of the church were
but few, and the ftate of experimental religion among them
very low. The general opinion was, that if he had quitted
the humble {tation, the church would have dwindled to no-
thing. Mr. Atkinfon confuited his friends at a diftance, and .
two fenior refpectable minifters in the vicinity, refpeéting his
duty. He was encouraged to accept the. paftoral care of the -
little fleck.  And on Thurfday, O&ober 7, 1801, Mr. Cox-
head, of Londen, opened the fervice of the day. Mr. Att-
wood, of Folkftone, defcribed the nature of a church of Chrift,
and condufted, in a very pleafing manner, the preparatory
fervices to the ordination. 'The Rev. Mr. Lewis, a mem-
ber of the church, reprefented his fellow members, in ftat-
ing the providences of God refpe&ting them. Mr. Atkin-
fon’s confeffion was in do@rine prattical, in ex perience favoury,
in duty evangelical’; in all its parts Calviniftic, or rather emi-
nently feriptural.  Mr. Atkinfon now knelt down in the midft
of the paftors, and Dr. Rippon gave out this verfe, which was
{ung by a congregation very much in tears. -

With heaveuly power, O Lord, deferd,

Him whom we now to thee commend;

His perfon blefs, his foul fecure

And make him to the end endure. Seleftion 415,

He then offered up the ordination prayer, with laying on
of hands, affifted by other paftors. Mr. John Giles of Eyethorn,
withall the tendernefs of affection, in the name of all his
fellow labourers, gave the right hand of fellowfhip. = Dr.
Rippon-delivered the charge. Mr. George Townfend, of
Ramfgate, prayed. Mr, Giles now addrefled the people in a
very interefing difcourfe, from Exodus iv. 14. ¢ Is not
Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can fpeak
well. And alfo, behold he cometh forth to meet thee, and
when he feeth thee he will be glad in his heart.”” '

Mr. Cramp, of St. Peter's, ngar Margate, concluded the
fervice, in an earneft folemn prayer, which will not foon -be
forgotten. In the Evening fervice, Mr. Illidge prayed, and
Mr. Young, of Canterbury preaehed, with great acceptance.
In" the ,two fermons, different brethren parcelled out the
bymns, and many faid it was a good day to their fouls.
~'The beginning of the following week, “Mr. Atkinfon bap-

tized two perfons in the meeting-houic at Shallows, near St.
o : Peters)
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Peters), who are grand daughters of .two lately deceafed, ex-
cellent baptift minifters; Mrs. Payne, grand daughter of Mr.
Purchis, late of Margate; and Mifs Peacock, grand daughter
of the late Mr. Tommas, of Briftol.

———

TO DR RIPPON.
Portfmouth, Dec. 18, 1801.

DEAR SIR, :

PLEASE to accept for your Regifter the particulars of the
ordination of Mr. Daniel Miall to the office of co-paftor laft
Lord’s day. In the morning, Mr. M. gave a confeffion of his
faith, in the form of a difcourfe, from 1 Cor. xv. 1. More-
over, brethren, Ideclare imto you the gofpel awhich I preached unto
you, which alfoyou kave received, and wherein you fand. In the
afternoon, Mr. Birt of Plymouth Dock read a f{uitable portien
of {eripture, fang, then fpoke on the nature of 2 gofpel
church, called on the church to recognife their call of Mr, M.
which I'have the pleafure of faying, was done without a dif-
{enting voice or vote of the whole ¢church. Mr. M. alfo fig-
nified his acceptance of the invitation, and a prayer, confined
to the circumitance, was then offered. Mr. Birt then ad-
dreffed the paftor and the church from Ezra x. 4. It was a
very folemn and interefting day; and although the occafion
of this ftepwas painful, yet we have abundant reafon to blefs
God, as a charch, that, in our own bofom, we tound the very
man we wanted, beloved by our dear paftor, and by the whole
church. Mr. Horfey, I am happy to inform you, continues
to get befter, and we are not without hope that we may again
hear his melodicus voice in the {anétuary.

T remain, dear Sir,
Your fincerely affeftionate,
Jonx SmovELLER,

ov—

OBITUARY.

The Death of Mifs Harrifon on her Marriage Day.
Rev. and Dear Sir, Ipfwich, Dec. 34.th, 1801,

IF you think the following affe@ing relation, and ferious
unexpected providential event, which has[caufed many here
to thed a fympathetic tear, is {ufliciently interefting for infer-
tion in your ufeful Regifter, it isat your fervice.

Your’s very affeftionately,

Grorce HarLr,
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On the gth of April lalt, Mifs Elizabeth Harrifon of this
towq, and her elder fifter Mary, were baptized and added to
the Church here, of which Iam paftor: their other worthy
fifter (Mrs. Cowell) has joined us fince. On the z6th of laft
mionth, this valuable young perfon was married at Ipfwich,
to a Mr. Cooper, farmer, at Drinkftone, in this county, a feri-
ous man. Her'filler was alfo married on the jame day, to a
Mr. Poliard, a2 merchant in Ipfwich, and mémber of our
church, After dinner, oz the day ¢f their marriage (at Mr,
Cowell’s, where the parties and feveral friends met,) Mrs.
Cooper went up flairs with one of my daughters, and whilft
converfing freely and chearfully with her, in perfesz health,
was fuddenly taken ill, complained of a violent pain in her
head, and very foon became nearly, if not altogether, infen-
fible. Medical affiftance was called in, but, alas! all in
vain; fhe was ftruck with Death; the blooming Bride was
foori changed into a breathle(s corpfe, for, at midnight fbe died,
to the great grief of all that had the pleafure of knowing her.
‘What a ftroke !'—How fudden and folemn the change!—
What a leffon is here !~—How precarious are all outward pof-
feflions and enjoyments !— W ho could have fufpedted, as Mr.
Hervey exprefles it, that {o bright a fun would go down at
noon, or that the bridal feaft would have been turned into a
funeral folemnity !—How fhort her ftay in this life and world !
not twenty-{even years. With us, as a church, fhe continued
not eight months, and in the marriage ftdte, uz @ feww hours.

Think, Sir, not only what the affectionate fifters, the more
diftant relatives and- friends, that were prefent, and afterwards
heard of the mournful providence endured ; but confider what
the afflited, bereaved young man muft feel, who could juft
call her Zis owwn, had prepared a houfe for her reception, but
after anxioufly watching and hoping for her recovery, faw her
become a cold lump of clay,. and at length her remains con-
veyed tothe grave ; and returns, affefting thought! to his ha-
bitation, never there to {ee the dear objet of his affé&tions,
But what fhall we fay to thefe things? the {cene is dark, and
the providence very myfterious; yet, the Lord is righteous
in all his ways, and holy in all his works; infinite wifdom
cannot err ; what we know not now we fhall hereafter.

Peace all our angry paffions then,
Let each rebellious figh

Be filent at his fovereign will,
And every murmur die.

Our dear departed friend was an honour to her profeffion,

a ferious and diligent attendant on the houfe and worthip of
God
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God, both before and after the was a Member with us ;. and
I doubt not but our lofs is her unfpeakable gain, But how fhe
was in her mind (if capable of refle&ion), during her fhort
illnefs, cannot be afcertained, for fhe could fpeak but 2 few
fentences from the time of her being taken, to her deceafe,
Oh! what a mercy to be ready for death whenever the mef-
feriger comes ! . May the Lord help us all to idiprove this
providence'to his glory and our good ! How neceflary to
ayatch, fince we know not the day or the hour when the fon
of man cometh !—How. important to improve our prefent
precious time, to fit loofe to this world, and to examine if we
are partakers of grace, and prepared to die! What a fource
of confolation and fupport muft it be, for the chriftian to
refle®t that it is his privilege to be interefted in Jefus, and
through bhim poffefled of durable enjoyments, and . per-
manent ‘poffefions ! Let Saints live to his glery. On the
Lord’s day, after our deceafed fifter’s interment, I preached
a funeral fermon to a very numerous congregation, from
Prov. xxvii. 1. ¢ Boaf} not thyfelf of to-morrow, for thou knowefs
not what.a day may bring forth.”  What living, what dying
comments hive we of this text, and the propriety of the
topics it prefents to our view !~—No admonition fo much
needed—rno reafon can be more cogent; and yet no advice
fo much difregarded! May the Lord awaken our ferious
attention to the beft things! We go on increafing asa Church.
Sixteen have been added fince June, We have called a young
man (Mr. Thos. Hoddy) to the Miniftry ; he is now at
Clare, in this County,

A PARAPHRASE OF OUR LORD’S PRAYER,
JOHN, 17.
By the late Dr. NEWCOME, Archbifbop of Armagh.

HE folemnities of our Lord’s laft fupper were
clofed by him with-a devout and affe@ing prayer,
uttered in the prefence of his difciples. - I fhall fubjoina
paraphrafe of it; which, like all paraphrafes, will be
found greatly to enervate the force-of the original.
1. Father, the time of my departure is come ; glorify
thy fon by his deathy and by the wonders which will ac-
Feb, 1, 1802, MMM company
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company and follow it, that th{y fon may alfo glorify thee,

by turning many to righteoufnefs :—2. according to the

{piritual dominion which thou haft beftowed on him, that

through him "all the righteous {ubjes of his kingdom

fhould inherit everlafting life. 3. And this is the way to

everlafting life; the knowledge of thee, the only true

God, and. of, hinr whom thou haft fent to declare thy

will.—4. T have {pread abroad thy glory on earth by my

doctrine and miracles, and by difcharging thus far the

office affigned me:—5. and now, O Father! do thou
make me perfect through fufferings, and glorify me at

thy right hand with the heavenly glory which I poflefled

“with thee before the creation of 'the world.—6. I have
manifefted thy perfetions and will to the difciples whom

thou hatt given me out of this evil world: they were thy

* creatures and believers in thee, and thou haft given them
to me as Mefliah and King, and they have kept thy word

which I have taught them.—7. Now at length have

they known and profefled that thou -haft delegated to me

cvery part of the affice which I execute:—8§. for in

truth what I have taught them is thy dorine; and they

have embraced it; and have been fully convinced of

my heavenly miffion.—g. | pray for them; I pray

not for the world, for the wicked Jews who

reje&t thee and me, and who have too much har-

dened their hearts to be capable of believing and act-

ing as they ought: but I pray for thofe difciples whom

thou haft given me; and their relation to thee, as thy

fervants, is one ground of my fupplication: for though

thou haft given them to me, as fubjeéts of my media-

torial kingdom, they are ftill thine:—10. and whatever

is mine is thine, as the original giver; and whatever is

thine is mine, by thy unbounded communications ; and by

thefe thy gifts Tam glorified as Mefliah.—11. And fince

1 canbe no longer in the world to inftru¢t and fupport my

difciples, and thefe will remain expofed to its trials; and

1 depart to thee; I befeech thee, Holy Father, to keep in

.the profeffion and practice of thy religion thofe whom
_ thou haft given me, that they may be one in co-operation
and affeftion, as we 2re one.~12. While 1 was with
them in the world, I kept them in thy true religion: I
preferved thofe whom thou gaveft me, and none of r.htex;;:
s
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has fallen from duty fo as to be everlaftingly deftroyed,
but Judas, who defervedly inherits deftruttion, and whofe
condu&t has fulfilled the feriptures, « He that eateth
bread with me hath lifted up his heel againft me.”—
13. But now 1 leave them, and depart to thee; and I offer
up this prayer in their prefence, that I may give them
abundant joy on account of my departure to thee, who
wilt grant my petitions,—14. 1 have taught them thy
doltrine ; and the evil world hath hated them, becaufe,
like me, they are not of the world, nor conformed to jt,—
15. I pray not that thou wouldeft remove them out of
the world; but that thou wouldeft make them inftruments
of the greateft good to mankind, and heirs of falvation,
by preferving them from the power of the evil one.—
16. Grant that they may perfevere in their prefent dif-
pofitions; for now they are not of this evil world,
even as [ am not of this evil world.~—17. Sanc-
tify their minds by thy true do&rine: for thy word,
as delivered me, is true -doctrine.— 18. They are
eommiffioned by me, as I was by thee:—19. and for
their benefit | offer myfelf a holy facrifice, that they alfo
may be holy by my doftrine thus enforced,~~20. But I
pray not for thefe only: 1 pray alfo for all believers in
me through their doftrine:—21. that they may all be
united in love and good works, as thou, [ather, art
united with me, and I with thee: that they, being thus
in union with us, may be alfo in union among them-
felves, and may confirm men in'the belief of my divine
miffion.—22. And I have given to them the glory of
fpiritual gifts, of that preternatural knowledge and power
which thou haft communicated to me, that they may be
united, as we are;—23. I dwelling in them, and thou
in me: that, I fay, they may be in perfe€t union, ang
that mankind may know that thou haft fent me, and haft
fhewn them the diftinguifhed love which thou haft fhewn
me.—24. O Fuather, [ defire of thee that thefe whom
-thou haft given me-may’be with me in heaven, to fee
my. glory which thou haft beffowed on me; for thou
lovedft me of old before the foundation of the world.—
25. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee,
but I have known thee, and thefe alfo have known that
thou haft fent me.—26. And I have made known to them
thy perfeétions and thy will, and fhall further make them
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known by the effufion of the. Spirit; . that thy love -
toyva,rds me may reft on them, and that I may be always
with thems :

ASTA.

AP —
jemtaepums—

A Letter 16 an amiable Student who was embarroffed

concerning the Doétrine of Eleftion, written by his
Paflor.

Dear Broruesr,

From the fpiritual relation fubfiting between wus, 1 fhall
take the liberty of a friend and brother in Chrift, to drep a
line or two to you, refpedting an important point of divine
Revelation, I mean the glorious and delightful do&rine of
Eleétion. You will read my hints candidly, examine my
quotations impartially, and receive the whole in love as I fend
it. This will contain & many reafons why I firmly believe
and cordially embrace this important revealed truth. I fhall
not cite every text at large, only the chapter and verfe ; then

you may be the more readily induced to confult the context,
and obferve-the {co

pe, dependence, and connexion of every
quoted paflage. 3,
But before I come direlly to the point, I fhall premife the
fo]lowi% things:——1ft, Weareall finners, Rom.iii,23. 2d, As
fuch jultly deferve the wrath of God, Eph. ii, 3. Pf. cxxx,.3.
3d, Then we have no juft caufe of complaint, if treated
accordingly, Pf. 1i, 4. 4th, Confequently God is indebted fo
none, Matt. xx, 1. sth, He beftows his bleflings freely,
Rom, ix, 18. 6th, There is fuch a do@rine as Eleétion re-
vealed in Scripture, or there is not. If no#, how fhall weunder-
ftand the following texts ? Exod. xxxiii, r9. Deut. vii, 6, 7, 8,
and xiv, 2, Pf iv, 3, and cvi, 4, 5. Ifaiah xlv, 4, and
Ixv. Q, 2z2. - Jer. xxxi, 3. Matt. xxiv, 22, 24, 3L
Luke xviii, 7. Rom. viii, 29. 30, and 'ix, 11; xi, 5, 7,28.
Eph. i, 4,:5. Col. iii, 12. - 1.Thefl. i, 4, and v, g.
2. Theéff. 31, 13. 2. Tim. i, g, and ii, 10, Tit. i, 1.
1 Pet. i, 2, .er aibi. If any of thefe paflages are'to be under-
ftood'as téaching this doérine ; then why not believed, em-
braced; and adhered te#: Do the Scripturés -teach falvation
in a particular - and- general - fenfe too ? If they do not," I
fhould be:glad to hear their fenfe explained. ‘
Ele&ion is therefore either—ift, General -or particular.
Not general; that is inconfifteat, and a contradidtion in

terms,
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termsl.l It muft then be particular, of fome perfons, and
not 3ll.

2d, Of a certain oruncertain number. It cannot be the
latter, for then it would -beno Eleion; but the former,
according to z Fim.1i, 19. John xiii, 8.

3d, Free or -conditional. Not the latter, for then it
would be dubious and of works, which is no honoar to God,
and contrary to Eph. ii, 8, g. Tit. iii, 5, 6. But it is free,
and confequently of grace and fure, Rom. ix, 16.

4th, Animmanent or tranfient a& in God. Not the latter,
for then it would depend ‘on the creature, and likely, yea
certainly render the work of God imperfet, becaufe contin=
gent ; which is no glory to him at all. Bat fee Eph. i, 4.
Pf. cx, 3

sth, *Tis alterable or unalterable. Not the former, for
then it would be in the creature and not the Creator, which
is the higheft dishonour to him. Baut {ee Ifaiah xiv, 24, and
xlvi, ro.” A&s xiii, 48,

Some Objections anfwereds

0Obj. 1. 1 Johu iiy 2.—~—4n/. Read A&s xix. 27, lattter part,
where the original text is more extenfive and emphatical
than that objected. Muft that be taken for and underflood
of every individual? Doubtlels there were multitudes of
perfons then exifting who had never heard of Diana. Did the
Apottle Paul worthip her ? If that admits of a reftrition, then
why not 1 John ii, 2, &c.? Befides, if this is taken ftrictly,
then the propitiation is partly ufelefs: for a/ will not par-
take of its advantages. Then fo far it will be of no fervice
to them, or glory to Chrift. Again, if ’tis a propitiation for
all in an unlimited fenfe, and yet the fins of 4/l not forgiven ;
then the faid propitiation muft be either imperfe&, ineffeétual,
or unacceptable to God; or all thefe. But how-far fuch a
thought is to be admitted, do you yourfelf judge.

Og‘. II. 1 Tim. ii, 4—4n/. Read Matt. 1ii, 5. Mauft this
be underftood of every individual ? Suppofe we. excépt the
chief Priefts, Scribes, and Pharifees, what then ? Luke vii, 30.
And did infants and children go out to be baptized of him ?
If that text admits of a limitation, why not this before us-?
Again, will not the fcope and context fhew us, that ’tis
meant of a/l ranks of men, kings, magiftrates and fubjedls?
Befides, if God is willing, according to your fentiments, why
not done ? Is his power deficient ? Or don’t his will and
power agree ?
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04, TiI. Heb. ii, g —4n/. Rerd Matk xvi, 15. Has
every creature heard the Gofpel ? Befides, you know manr is
not in the text. *T'is uper pantos, for every one, for the whole.
Pantos, you know, is only an adjeétive, and muft refer to fome
fubftantive, either exprefied- or underflood ; and feeing ’tis
not exprefled, it muft therefore be fupplied or underftood.
Suppofe I fay, Uios fon, or Adelphos brother, fiom ver.io,
vel 11.  And is not that confiftent with the analogy of faith,
and the difpenfations of divine grace ? ~ A learned and good
writer (I don’t mean Dr. Gill) fays that the Greek prepofition
uper, whenin connexion with {ufferings, fignifies in the flead
of another. I would afk then, if Chrift died or tafted death
for every man, why muft death be inflited twice? Muft the
debt be paid, and yet the debtor arrefted and imprifoned
for life too ? .

0%, 1V. A&ts x, 34.—An/. Read 1 Sam. xi, . Rom.
ix, 11, 12, 13. It is certain that God is no refpefer of
perfons ; i, e. whether Jew or Gentile, it matters not. .. But ’tis
alfa as certain, that he has mercy on fome, and not on all.
Have all the Gofpel preached to them? See Rom. x, 14, 17.
Matt. xi, 21—26.—Why was not the Gofpel fent to Sodom 5
and why to Chorazin ? Why muft the Apoftle continue his
preaching at Corinth?2 A&s xviii, 9, 10.—Befides, will not
the fcope and context lead us into Peter’s meaning very
plainly ? Does it not clearly point out the falvation of Gen-
tiles as well as Jews? And 15 not that the whole and only
defign of it} Thus much’ for the objections. Now for a few
queftions.

Queftion 1.  Is not God kind and unkind, in. fending the
Gofpel to fome, and not others; in faving fome, .and not
others ?—A4nfwer. Would he have been fo, if he had fent
the Gofpel to none, feeing all are finners? Is he unkind in
fending the Gofpel to men, and not to angels ?

Queftion II. If his counfel muf fland, &c. &c. how ean
men be chargeable with fin, and liable to punifhment, for
doing only what was decreed 2—Anfwer in full ,—A&s ii, 23.
You would do well to-confider that the decrees of God are
not the caufe of fin: men a& voluntarily. Rom. ix, 19,
The decrees of God may in fome fenfe be called the rule of
bis proceeding, but his revealed will only is girs,

Queflion III. May not men perfift in fin then, feeing all
will not be faved ?— Anfawer. When they are independent and
iree from all law; to be {ure they may do as they pleafe.  But
till then read Bzek. xviii, 20, ¢f alibi. And when they know
for certain, they are not elefted, then I may give you my
thoughts further on fuch a queftion.

Rueftion
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Queftion IV. Bue is it not difcouraging, feeing, if we feek,
we don’t know the event P— Anfawer. This is a great miftake.
Read Pf.1, s5.—Matt. -vii, 7.—Luke xi, 13.—2 Pet. i, 10,
et alibi. Befides, whena manis fick or wounded, will he not’
ufe means, becaufe he does not know the iflue? Let reafon
anfwer.

Quefion V. If ele@ed; then we are fafe: may we not
therefore live as we pleafe, being fure of {alvation ?——dnfever,
If we choofe holinefs and that only, we may. Buttofay
there is liberty tofin from this doétrine, is a grofs abufe of it,
and a mifreprefentation of God’s defign, becaufe contrary to
his word :—fee Rom, vi, 2 and 8, 2g—Eph. i. 4 and 2z, 10—
2 Thefl, ii. 13. where you {fee ‘the means by which are as
much decreed as the end to which they are ordained. And
the perfons who {o abufe this doctrine, and live and die in
that temper and difpofition, have their condition defcribed
in Rom. iii. 8. .

Queftion V1. and 1aft. But how may I know my elettion —
Anfwer. Among many evidences take thele:—by fairh,
Tit. 1. 1.—~love, Rom. viii, 28.~—conformity to the image of
Chrift, Rom. viii, 29. Thus much then for the Queftions,
Now for a few inferences.

1. Let us not difbelieve what is revealed in any refpett,
though we may not be able fully to comprehend it. - 2. Let
us be thankful there is an eletion. Now we may be faved;
if none, there would be but a fandy foundation fer our hope.
3. Tobein the way is.the only method to come to theend.

Part of a Letter from the Baptift Dover Affociation, Goochland
County, VIrGIN1a, beld Oftober 11—13, 1800,

DEAR BRETHREN,

Y the letters of correfpondence received in the prefent
B Aflociation, we find fuch pleafing accounts of the happy
revivals in many churches, that we efteem it oar duty to
fubftitute a concife relation thereof, in the place of the cir-
cular letter. .

Tae revival of religion in our aflociation has not been
univerfal ; fome churches complain of coldnefs and floth;
others'do not call it a revival, but fpeak of their flate as
comfortable ; that a few are added, and that the profpeéis
are promifing : but in many churches glorious revivals aré
fpoken of ; Zion’s gates are crowded with converts, and the
precious Redeemer fhews his ftately goings in the midf of the
golden candlefticks,
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Of the rife and progrefs of thefe glorious revivals; we will
endeavour to give you a concife account :—The fet time to
favour Zion being at hand, God by his divine Spirit began
to imprefs the traths of the Gofpel, with increafed energy,.
upon the minds of hisminifters. It feems to be the uniform
relation- of all thofe preachers who have been happily en-
gaged in the revival, that for feveral months before it began,
they enjoyed greater communications of divine favour: and
in preaching they felt their fpirits moré enlarged, and their
hearts oftener melted ynder a fenfe of the goodnefs of God
in the falvation of finners. 'Thefe. divine exercifes induced
minifters to be more engaged, and’ to be more earnéft in en-
forcing the doftrines ot falvation : their hopes were not dif-
appointed ; the Spirit of God was poured out upon. the
people ; many cried ont to know what they fhould do to be
i;as".ed, and never refted until they refted in the arms of

efus. :
As particular accounts have not been received from every
church, it will be proper to fingle out a few relations of the
revivals among them, which will probably apply with fmall
exceptions to all the reft.

Dovzr Is a church, lying in the county of Goochland,
of as old a date as any in our affociation, and is under the
paftoral care of elder William Webber. It has for many
years paft been a church of confiderable refpeQability, con-
taining many ufeful and pious members, and from time to
time has enjoyed feveral revivals of religion ; but for the
laft eight or ten years paft they have complained of cold
times. Some of their moft ufeful members being removed
to the church triumphant, and others much afflicted; they
had many fears that the walls of their once happy Zion
would be beaten down, and the city given up to the ravages
of the enemy. ’

In the fummer of 1799, fome favourable {ymptoms began
to make their appearance in this church. The meetings
became more crowded, and the hearers more atientive and
folemn; many began to be ferioufly affeéted, and to enquire
for the way of holine(s. Believers feemed to receive an in-
creafe of firength, and to travail with earneft and heartfelt
defires for the falvation of their ungodly neighbours and
friends. - In-the courfe of the fall many obtained a hope of
eternal life, and were baptized ; and many appeared to be
not far from the kingdom of Heaven. The retarn of win-
ter did not chill the ardent zeal of the people. The fire
within enabled them to bear patiently the cold without.—
Meetings were very frequent both by day and by night.

‘The
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The coldeft and darkef nights did not deter the people from
affembling. Under fuch divine exercifes;

¢ They did not feel December cold,

¢¢ Nor think the darknefs long.”

Without any material variation their happy feafons cor-
tinged through the {pring and fummer ; and we are informed
it is il going on: the following claufe is extradted from
their letter.—<¢ We have had, for little better than twelve
¢ months, a glorious revival of religion, fuch as we never
“¢ before faw. We have added, by baptifm, fince the flir,
“¢ about 170 members, and we hope the work is fill going
“ on amongf us,”” Oh, that men would praife the Lord
for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the children
of men !

GoocHranp and Curickanominy churches are adja-
cent to Dover. ‘'Their letters fpeak of glorious revivals.
They have baptized great numbers, and the work appears to
be ftill happily going on.

BruincTon church lies about the centre of our affo-
ciation, in the county of King and Queen. This church
was once a branch of Pifcataway, and had within its bounds
but few members, until aboyt the year 1790, being favoured
with a revival,, it became fufficiently. numerous to form a
conftitution of its own; fince which time they have been a
happy and united people. Their meetings have been always
full, and frequently happy ; ard there has been no.one year
in which there have not been fome baptized. Their late
revival began in a gradual manner. Towards the latter end
of the year 1799, a few thoughtlefs and irreligious charac-
ters became in a furprifing manner alarmed of their fate,
and fhortly after profefled to have experienced: a deliverance
from guilt, and an acceptance in Chrift. . The meetings
became more and more comfortable, and continged to
lengthen : at Chriftmas (when it it cuflomary to have feveral
days meeting fucceflively) the revival began to be more open.
Meetings were now more numerous and powerful, Many,
having obtained. the grace of God, were not reftrained by
the coldnefs of the weather from being baptized. As the
{pring and {mmer came on, the fir was more and more
comfortable. - ‘ :

The preaching of no individual could be faid to have had
wery great influence : finging and private exhortations {feemed
to be the moft effe€tual means to encourage the penitent and
alarm the impenitent. The ordinance of Baptifm was alfo

very
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very powerful. Nothing could be more folemn; more hea-
venly, than to fee the dear’followers of the Lamb go- down
hand in hand into the water, whilft the numerous crowds of
fpeQtators would ftand around, either melted into tears or
awfnlly aftonifhed te know what thefe things meant. Few
counld raife effrontery; to fcoff.  For many weeks baptifm swas
adminiftered every Lord’s day, in fome part or other of the
church: fomeof all ages, and of all.ranks, were baptized ;
bat the young people of both fexes were the moft numerous.
During the revival there have been baptized aboat 120, wha
we truft are of dne heart and of one foul,: :

Lower Courece church lies in the county gf King
William, and in the forks of York river, and was formerly
a branch of the Upper College church, until about the year
1792 ; they were conflituted without any Paftor. A few
years fince, elder John Mills was ordained as their Paftor;
through his labours and other gifted brethren in the church,
they have by the blefling of God been favoured with a com-
fortable revival; it commenced fome time in the fummer of
the prefent year, and appears to be ftill going on.—There is
ene circumftance as to_this church, which we think worth
selating. Within the bounds of the church, lying on one
of the rivers, there is an ifland inhabited by a tribe of
Indians, to whom the ifland was given by government.
From the firft propagation of the Gofpel in thefe parts, feve-
ral of the Inpians became profeflors of the Truth, and
continued to be ufeful and fleady members of the church.
The prefent revival feems to have had its beginning among
them, Many of their young p.ople have béen baptized, and aps<
pear to be faithful fubjects in the Redeemer’s kingdom.

Upper King and Queex, Axie Swame, and fome
other chuarches, lie adjacent to the two laft-mentioned, and
have had in fome parts of them comfortable revivals; but
nothing can be faid concerning them, that-has not been re-
latéd in the foregoing account.

And now, brethren, permit us, by way of conclufion, to
exhort you to continue ftedfaft in the faith. Ufe all diligence
to hononr and adorn the good caufe in which 'youare en-
gdged. Preferve a regular difcipline ; let your duty be your
delight, and the fervice of your Redeemer, your fweeteft
liberty. Be attentive to the word of God, to all its infti-
tutions and ordinances, and to thofe that adminifter them :
doing this, you thall never-fall, but will ever- find Chrift a
never-failing fountain of joy and peace * If any man love not
the Lord Jefus Chrift, let him be anathema maranatha,

VirGINIA
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Vircinia Grese Laxbps.

Dy the Minutes of the Baptift General Committee of many
Affociations in Virginia, whofe reprefentatives affembled at
‘Waller’s meeting-houfe, in Spott{ylvania county, May11—13,
1799, it appears, that the prayer of their Memorial to the
lat General Affembly, for the repeal of thofe lnws paffed fince
the Revolution, wefting the glebe lands, &c. in the hands of the
Epifecopal Charch, is granted. The Committee, therefore,
having fecured their obje&, do not think it expedient to
exift any longer. But {fufficient praife is not eafily to be
given to them for their perfeverance.

VirciNia-PorTsmouTH AssoCIATION.

‘The Virginia- Portfmouth Baptit Aflociation was held near
the cut banks of Nottoway, Dinwiddie county, May 23,
1801, The introductory difcourfe was delivered by brother
Facob Grigg®, (who was a few years fince at Sierra Leone),
from 2 Thefl. ii1, 1, 2. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that
the.word of the Lord, &c. The Aflociation letter is intended
as-a brief defence of thofe principles aubich diffinguifp Calvinifis
J7om other profeffing Chrifiians. 'The introdu@®ory part of the
letter, referring to the general ftate of seligion, is all we
quote.

Through mercy we have had one more comfortable in-
terview with each other on this fide Heaven; and it is with
heartfelt pleafure we announce to you the good news we have
heard from far countries, and from the affociations around
us. It would afford us additional pleafure, could we com-
minicate to you the fame intelligence refpeéting ourfelves.—
But, alas!

‘We, like Gideon's fleece, are found
Unwater’d, . #till and dry,

While the dew on all around
Falls plenteous from the fky.

The awant of fuccefs in bringing fouls to Chrift; the Lk
Zeal and diligence which appear in profeflors ; the death of
fome, and the wnbecoming condué? of others, have, with us,
been lamented. But, brethren, thefe are trials from which
no age of Chriftianity, not even the Apoftolic; has been
exempted : and although, on our own account, we are for-
rawful, yet on the account of other of our Lord’s churches
and aflociations, we rejoice. God is fill carrying on his

work

* In anfwer to the kind enquiries which have peen often made con
cerning Mr, Grigg, it-is proper to fay, that feveral defirable letters have

been received from him ; that he has learned by what ii paffed, and af-
fe€tionately advifes all Miffionarics to mind their cror bufines.~-Ep1ToR,
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work in thofe places we mentioned to you in our laft annual
sepiftle, and thanks; eternal thanks to his ever-gracious name,
it is {fpreading in every dire@ion. The Dover diftri&t affo-
ciatipn has been calling on all'the churches of which fhe is
formed, with the lovers of mankind univerfally, to praife the
Lord for his goodnefs, and for bis avonderful avorks to the children
of men. Multitudes, multitudes have been converted and
baptized among them,” of all ages;, fexes, and charaters, and
.are now going on their way rejoicing, while multitudes more
are becoming followers of them who, through faith and pa-
tience, inherit the promifes.

Tenneflee and Kentucky, with their thoufands and thou-
fands of young difciples of the blefled jefus, have a new
fong put into their mouth, and are unanimosfly fhouting
falvation to Jehovah. And amidft our caufes of complaint
we are not without fome indications of divine favour. We
had a -happy meeting ; love and peace ‘preiided : God was
with the Miniflers who preached, and we truft good was
done. Several of our preachers appear-very defirous of tra-
velling to preach inthe churches of our connetion; all'feem
to pity the low eftate of Sion, and to take pleafure in her
flones, and favour the duft thereof. Thefe things encourage
a hope that God will yet remember us in our low eftate, as
well as, becaufe bis mercy endureth for ever. Nor is it an in-
confiderable caufe of gladnefs and gratitude with us, that our
-various churches fill remind us of their attachment to he
Saith ence delivered to the Saints,

e a——

Rev. Mr. Hobmes's Miffim .among the North-American

Indians.

Tue lat New-York Baptift Affociation was held in the
<ity of New-York, May 20 and 21, 180r. The following
is extracted from their letter to the churches. )

We have to blefs the Lord for th¥ agreeable interview we
have at this tihe enjoyed, not only upon the account of be-
holding one another’s faces again in the flefh, and the unani--
mity that has pervaded our deliberations; the general intel-
ligence from moft of the churchescompofing this affociation,
of their walk in the fellowfhip of the gofpel, and keeping
the ordinances as they were delivered to-the primitive difci-
ples, and the injerefting communications from our corre-
{ponding fifter aflociations ; but alfo on account of the good
news that has {aluted our ears from different parts o t!})le

earth,
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earth, of the out-pouring of God’s {pirit upon many of the
inhabitants thereof, ‘whereby numbers have been made to
¢ry out with anguifh in their hearts, What thall we do?
Backf{liders have been reftored, and the weak and the feeble
ftrengthened.

And in addition to the glorions events which have taken
place in the year paft, we have received two letters from our
INpIan BRETHREN ; one from the Baptift church of the
Brother-town Indians, dated the 3oth of March laft, which
church was conftitured in 1788 with thirteen members, but
now increafed to twenty-feven; giving us a pleafing adcount
of the work ef God in that town; of  Sinners being
alarmed, backfliding children retarned home, fome that have
found forgivenefs and comfort, are in the houfe of God,
joining the defpifed few, praifing our God and Father, and
our Lord Jefus Chrift; and calling to their fellow youths to
turn from ways of, fin and fthame, and feek the Lord while he
may be found, and call on him while he is near.”

The other from the Muhhecunnuk nation of Indians at
New-Stockbridge, dated z7th of March laft, written in the
Indian ftyle, very comprehenfive, full of matter, and much
in the language of faith and friendfhip, to our great joy and
admiration. '

Moreover the account given us by our beloved brother
Elkanah Holmes, of his Jate travels as a miffionary among
the north-weftern tribes of Indians, has raifed our expefta-~
tions that God is about more extenfively to fulfil his glorious
prophecies, and precious promifes to Zion, in which he has:
faid, ¢ I will even make a way in the wildernefs, and rivers
in the defert. The bean of the field fhall honcur me, the
dragons and the owls, becaufe I give waters in' the wilder-
nefs, and rivers in the defert, to give drink to my people,
my chofen.” Ifai. xliil. 19, zo.

We are happy to inform you, that brother Holmes received
the. kindeft treatment from the Muhhecunnuk and Oneida
Indians, on his way to the more wefterly tribes, and was
cordially received, and - hofpitably treated, and: eagerly
liftened unto by many of the Tufcaroras, Senecas, Onon-
dagos, Cayugas, and Mohawks, who had never before re-
ceived a miflionary among them (except the latter), efpecially
the Senecas, who, it is faid, formerly drove one.away that
attempted to vifit them. But now {6 far from this, that they
not only opened their ears, (as well as the other tribes) and
defired our brother to ¢ preach to them about Jefus Chrift,”
and come and vifit them again, but requefted him to take
charge of a favourite youth, whom they fent by him, to be

educated under the direQtion of the New-York Miffionary
Society,



790 BAPTISTS IN NOVA SCOTIA.

State of tire Bapiifis in Nova Scotia.
To Dr. Rirrox.

Halifax, Nova Scotia, O&. 21, 18er.

We have purchafed a piece of ground, 55 feet by 36 feet,
with a lofty flore upon it, and good cellars under it. . We
gave for the whole £440, need £330 more to fit it up for a
Meeting-houfe, and to build a fmall houfe for the-minifter.
I colletted £210 in the United States, and in the country
more than £100. On application to Sir John Wentworth,
the Governor of this place, for leave to colle@, he gave it
with all freedom, and told me, he would not be backward
himfelf in affiting. One of my friends, who is 2 member
of the Houfe of Aflembly, mentioned our cafe in the Houfe,
and I have collefted about {200 in this town. I hope about
next July we fhall carry on divine worfhip in the place we
have purchafed. If the Lord {pare me till {pring, I moff
go and colle® more money. Lately I baptized five perfons
i the prefence of a great concourfe of people, who in
general were very folemn. 1In this, and in the province of
New Brunf{wick, there are fixteen Baptift minifters. The
Bifhop of Nova Scotia profecated 2 Mr. Towner, a Baptift
minifter of Digby, in this province, for folemnizing mar-
riage. He laid two crimes to his charge: one was pro-
nouncing the couple man and wife, without publifhing them ;
the other was, that he did it being a lay-man. 1 fuppofe the
Bifhop thought, becaufe our brother lived nearly out of the
world, that he would make him afraid, and thereby {care
the reft of the Diflenters. But to his great furprife, we met
his profecution in Court full in the face. He withdrew his
attion the firt time. His profecution appeared again in
another Court: the Attorney-General demurred, and it was
tried in the Court of Halifax, without a jury; and it was
fairly proved in the Court, that any Miniffer may perform the
ceremony -in this country-: and it will ftand, fuppofing he
does on three Sundays or holy days publifh the names of the
perfons amongft a people met for divine worfhip. We have
got the vidtory over the Bifhop. I have been reading
our Provincial Adts, and fome of them prove to me, that the
word Clergy is applied as much to the Diffenters as to'any
ather order of 3eligiaus people.



POETRY.

ISAIAH XLIX. 14, 15, PARAPHRASED.
Bst Zion faid, The Lord bath forfaken me, and my Lord bath forgetten me.
Can a awoman forget ber fucking cbild, that fbe foould not bave compaffion on
2be fon of ber womb?  Yea, they may furgety yet will 1 not forget thee.

Heavex fpeaks! O Nature, liften and rejoice!
©Oh, fpread frum pole to pole this gracious voice!
<¢ Say every breaft of human frame, that proves
The boundlefs force with which a parent lovesy
€¢ Say, can a mother from her yearning heart
¢ Bid the foft image of her child depart ?
She! whom ftreng inftin& arms with ftrength to beay
All forms of'ill, to fhield thar deareft care 5
¢ She! who with anguifh ftung, with madnefs wild,
¢ Will rufh on dgath to fave her threaten’d child;
All felfith feelings banifh’d from.her breaft,
Her life one aim to make another’s bleftem
Will fhe, for all ambition can attain,
The charms of pleafure, or the lures of gain,
Betray ftrong nature’s feelings ? will fhe prove
Cold to the claims of duty and of love 2.
But fhould the mother, from her yearning heart,
Bid the foft image of her child depart 5
Should fhe unpitying hear his melting figh,
And view unmov'd the tear that fills his eye;
Yet never will the God, whofe word gave birth
¢ To yon illumin’d orbs, and this fair earth;
¢ Who through the boundlefs depths of trackiefs fpace
Bude new-wak’d beauty fpread each perfect grace ;
Yet, when he form’d the vaft tupendons whole,
¢ Shed his beft bounties on the human foul 5
¢ Which reafon’s light illumes, which friendfhip warms,
¢ Which pity foftens, and which virtue charms ;
¢¢ Which feels the pure affection’s genetous glow,
¢ Shares others joy, and bleeds for others woe ; Had
¢ Oh, never will her God forgetful prove
¢ Of Zion the dear objeét of his love I”
When all thofe planets, in.their ample fpheres,
Have wing'd their courfe, and roll’d their deftin’d yeau »
When the vaft fun fhall veil his golden lzght
Deep in the gloom of everlafting night;
When wild, deftruftive flames thall wrap the fkiez
‘When Chaos triumphs, agd wheg Natuse dicses
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God fhall himfelf his favour'd creature guide

Where living waters pour their blifsful tide,

Where the enlarg’d, exulting, wond’ring mind

Shali foar, from weaknefs and from guilt refin’d;
Where perfe knowledge, bright with cloudlefs rays,
Shall gild Eternity’s unmeafur’d days

Where Friendihip unembitter'd by diftruft, -

Shall in immovtal bands unite the juft;

Devotion rais’d to rapture breithe her firain,

And Love in his eternal triumph reign!

FPROM THE GREXK OF POSSIDIPPUS,

A DIALOGUE seTweeN A TRAVELLER anp trr STATUE
or OPPORTUNITY,

Tra. 113 SAY, Image, by what feulptor’s hand,
¢ In breathing marble here you ftand?
Opp. ¢ By his, whofe art, to thoufands known,
¢ Bids Jove and Pallas live in ftone :
¢« But feldom feen by human eyes,
¢¢ I claim the kindred of the fkies ;
« By few I'm found, though great my fame,
¢ Apd OPPORTUNITY’S my name.
Tra, ¢ Say, if the caufe you may reveal,
¢¢ Why thus fupported on a wheel ?
Opp. ¢¢ The wheel my rapid courfe implies,
¢¢ Like that with conftant fpeed it flies.
Tra. §¢ Wings on your feet >
Opp. ¢ Im prone to foar 5
¢ Negleéted, I return no more.
Tra. ¢ But why behind depriv’d of hair?
Opp. ¢¢ Efcap’d, that none may feize me' there.
Tra. ¢ Your locks unbound conceal your eyes,
Opp. ¢ Becaufe I chiefly court difguife,
Tra. ¢ Why coupled with that folemn fair,
¢ Of downcaft mien and’ mournful air?
Opp. ¢« REPENTANCE fhey the flone replies,
¢ My fubftitute behind me flies;
¢ Obferve, and her you'll ever fes
« Purfue the wretch deprivid of me;
¢ By her correfted, mortals mourn,
¢ For what they’ve done and what forborn2.
¢ Afle me no more ; for while you ftay,
¢ I vanifl unperceiv’d.away.”
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