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MISSION MEETINGS.

BREVIATES.

THE firft General and Miffion Meeting of the Particular
Baptifts, for the Counties of Dorfet, Somerfet, and Devon,
was held Sept. g, 1801, at Wellington, Somerfet.

Elewen o’clack, Foremoon.—Brother Shaw, of Cullumpton,
Devon, began with reading fcriprures, and prayer.—Brethren
Gill, of Loughwood, Dorfet; and Price, of Yeovil, Somerfet,
then prayed.~—Brother Toms, of Chard, Somerfet, preached
from Pfalm cii. 16.—Brother Dawfon, of Lyme, Dorfet, con-
cluded in prayer.

Ewening, balf paft fix. Brother Thomas, of Prefcot; Devon,
began by prayer.—Brother Webb, of Tiverton, Devon, preach-
ed 1 Pet. i. r1.—Brother Tyreman, Paftor of the Independent
Church, Wellington, concluded.—Brother Cherry, Paftor of
the Church, gave out the Hymns.—Brother Morgan, of Bridge-
water, preached the Tuefday Evening from Zech. iii. 4.

N. B. The Second General and Mifion Meeting was held at
Loughwood, Deorfet, Sept. 23.

o ——
Sept. 23, 1801.—~The Half-yearly Affociation of the Inde-
endent Churches for th» County of Dorfet, was held at Mr.
g/ickery,’s Meeting-houfe, Compton, Dorfet.

Elewen o’clock, Forencon,—WNir. Gamble, of Sydling, Dorfet,
prayed, and read fcriptures.—Mr. Rogers, of Beaminfter, fol-
lowed in prayer.—Mr. Lamb, of Cerie, preached on ¥ Cor. iil.
6. 7.—Mr. Wefton, of Sherborne, concluded.

Ajternoon, a Quarter paft Zhree.~Mr. Mc. Gibbon, of Win-
canton, began by prayer.—Mr. Jones, of Uffculm, Devon,
preached on Matt. x. 24.—Mr. Lewis, of Chellwood, Somerfet,
concluded.

Evening, Six & clock.—Mr. Dixon, of Milbom Port, Somer.
fet, began by prayer.—Mr. Saltern, of Bridport, Deorfet,
§;eached. Phil. 1. 18. Jatter part, ¢« Chrift is preached,” &c.—

r. Williams, of Shaftefbury, Dorfet, concluded.—Mr. Vick-

ery; Paftor of the Church, and Mr, Price, of Yeovil, Somer-
fet, read the hymns,

== ]

NEW MEETINGS.
LEIGHTON BUZZARD.

THE following is a brief flatement of our place and affairs:
the new meeting is abeut gz feet by 34; the puipit oppofite
the dopr as you enter tie meeting, the right and lett hand gal-

ecce leries,
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Yeries, three feats deep, and the front one four ditto; it has
been meafured, and will hold, when very clofely feated, five
hundred perfons: our conftant congregation is more then four
hundred, and progreflively approaching to five hundred per-
fons. Our debt is net more then 6o/.—1I have been here be-
tween eight, and nine years ; when I firft came, the members
were twenty one. Our prefent number of members is more
than one hundred. From Lady-day to Michaelmas, I preach
in the villages every Lord’s day evening ; and during the winter
fix months, reverfe it to the mornings ; during the moon light
part of the month, throughout the year, (hay time and harveft
excepted) I preach on other evenings in moft of the viliages
around me, for a diftance of five, fix, or ten miles. One week
in the month it {fo happens, that I have to preach every evening
in the week; at home on Monday evening—Burkit on Tuefday
—Heath, on Wednefday—Selbury, en Thur{day—Wingrave,
on Friday; and catechife, and deliver a lefture to my young
hearers on Saturday afternoon; befides I have the conftant
bufinefs of my fchool every day.

Our new meeting was publicly opened on September 17;
Mzr. Paice, began in prayer, Mr. Sutcliff preached from
2 Thefl. ifi. 1. Then Mr, Greathead, a Pedo-Baptift brother,
preached from Ifa. liv. 2. Mr. Caftleden of Woobarn, con-
cluded in prayer. Inthe evening Mr. F. A, Cox, prayed. Mr.
Flecher of Biceiter, Bucks, a Pedo-Baptift minifter preached
from Ifa.lx. 5. And I concluded in prayer: our brethren re-
joiced with us in the profperity God has granted to us.

T, Waxz.

NEW MEETING AND ORDINATION AT BRIXHAM.

Wednefday, Sepr. 23, 1801.—The new meeting houfe at
Brixham, Devon, (meafuring fixty feet, by forty) was opened
for divine worfhip. Mr. Thomas Roberts, 3 native of London,
who on conviftion became a Baptift, and finithed his ftudies
under Dr. Ryland, was at the fame time ordained over this in-
fant fociety. When Mr. Roberts firft weat to Brixham, he met
with grear oppofition; but finding a few godly perfons in the
place, and that many others, {perhaps) out of curiofity, were in-
clined to attend his miniftery, he was induced to remain among
them. Several perfons were pricked in their hearts, and in a
fhort {pace of time, about twenty five were baptized, and formed -
themfelves into a church. Six or feven more are foon to be
added to their nomber. The ftated congregation, is at prefent,
about five hupdred. A much greater number attended on this
oceafion,

Met
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Met at half patt ten o’clock., The fervice commenced with
reading and prayer by Mr. Winterbotham. Mr. Steadman, de-
livered the introdutory difcourfe. Mr. Sprague, of Exeter,
afked the ufual queftions, and received Mr. Roberts’s confeflion
of faith. Mr. Giles, of Dartmouth, prayed the ardination prayer
with laying on of hands.— Dr. Ryland gave the charge from the
1 Tim. iv. 11, to the 16. inclufive. Mr. Penn, addrefled the
church, from 2 Corin. vi. 1. Mr. Cooper of Afhburton, con-
cluded in prayer :—i{ung fuitable hymns at the ufual intervals.

Met again, at five o’clock. Mr. Dinner, (independant) of
Totnes, prayed. Mr. Birt preached, from Matt, xili. 43. Mr.
Sprague of Bovey, concluded in prayer.

May the beft of bleflings reft, both on the paftor and on
the people of his charge. Amen.

ORPINATION

Of Reu. Joun Davis, at Whaddefdon Hill, Bucks.

Mr. Davis was called to the work of the miniftry, by the
church at Birmingham, lately under the pafioral care of M-
Pearce. He was ordained September 16, 1801. Mr. Cle-
ments, of Tring, prayed. Mr. Sharman, of Chenies, defcribed
the nature of a Gofpel church, and conduéted the other parts of
the introductory fervice. Mr. Davis’s confeffion did him great
credit. Mr. Dawfon, formerly in America, now of Rifbe-
rough, offered up the ordination prayer, and laid haunds, in
conjunition with many other minifters prefent. Dr. Rippon, of
London, gave the charge. Mr. Sleap, of Chefham, addrefled
the church, in a very animated and fuitable fermon, from Phil.
ii. 14, 15; and read the hymns. Mr. Flecher, of Bicelter,
one of the Pzdobapiift brethren, concluded the interefting fer-
vice in prayer.

OBITUARY.

Lord’s day, Auguft 2, 1801, died Mifs Soprra BarFooT,.
of Yeovil, Somerfet; who atan early period became acquainted
with the theory of religion, but, alas, was a ftranger to its
vital influence, until God vifited her by affi@ion; then, like
Manafleh, fhe < knew the Lord he was God.” - Few young
ladies poffefled ftronger powers of mind ;’but fhe employed them
in the field of controverfy, to find, if poflible, fomewhat againit
divine truth ; her mind being at enmity againft God and his
word. At length the rod of aflition was laid on her mortal
tabernacle, and the Spirit of God wrought convition on her

' confcience ;
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confcience ; and fhe fuffered the, fetrors of the Lord with dif-
traction, for a {eafon. = But he that wounded brought healing te
her foul, and the was filled with joy and peace in believing.
Death, that mighty corqueror, appeared terrific to natare; but
her Redeemer brought deliverance..

A little before her deceafe, I vifited her, She expreffed her
confidence in Chrift as-her Saviour, faying, ¢ O, 8ir,- what hath
the Lord done for. me—onee. a poor vain finger.. 1 have felt
his terrors, but now all is peace and joy.”. . Afking if {he wifhed
to live, fhe replied, ¢ As the Lord will ; but if it was the di-
-vine pleafiire, 1 fhould be glad to be fpared a little longer.™
Her papa afked, why; feeing fhe had fuch hopes of future
blifs? Her anfwer was, to live to God’s glory, and give evis
dence of my love to Jefus. And two, things I wifh to attend
unto, from love to-Chrift apd in obedience to him, to be bap-
tized, and fit at his table ; for, I for ever renounce what was
called my baptifm in my-infancy.” I then faid, ¢ I hope,
Mifs, you do not think there is any merit in receiving the ordi-
nances ; -for baptifm is no faviour.” She replied, with. energy,
<« No, Sir; fefus is my Saviour and my al]; but it is the duty
and privilege of the people of God, and'I wifh to enjoy it:*
She lingered on a few days; and then entered into the joy of
her Lord ;- finging his praifes while life and breath remained.

‘FO DR. RIPPON.
Paris, Aug. 25, 1801
REF. SIR.
F AST Lord’s day Iattended at the only Proteftant place of
worfhip that is in Paris, except the ambaffadors. Fhe
French Proteftants occapy the fmall church of St. Thomas de
Louvte ; the number then prefent were about one hunidred and
a fifty, fome afleep and ethers quite carelefs, inatientive and
ftupid. Tiheir minifter is" 2 quM a good fpeaker, who de-
livered a dry le&ure on morality. The name, grace, and work
of Chrift were fcarce mentioned in the whole difcourfe ; a mil-
Hon people perifhing for ‘want of -vifion, and-this minifter
preaclies only but' oncé a week. Of vital religion in Paris,
there .is" net the leafl trace, and there is fearcely the form of
proteftantim,. -From the curiofity natural fo the Pariflans, and
the crowded audiences at the churches of the Theophilanthro-
pifts, humanely fpeaking, weére there lively Evangalical Gofpel
preachers at Pans; who could- preach fluently m the French
language, I believe they would have large audiencies, and migfslt
®
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be inftramental of much good. Such zealous young men there
are, to my knowledge, whofe native language is French, What
a pity but they were intoduded into Paris, and fupported for 2
time by fome pious benevolent perfons.- As far as I canlearn,
the Preteftant religion throughout France, is ig the fame formal
dead and miferable ftate as ats Paris, minifters and people, the
blind leading the blind, diftinguifhed fof nothing bnt a hatred
of popery. . There are a few fogieties of “the Mdravian bre-
thren, in fome of the remote previnces of France, particularly
one at .Geneva, as I am{-inf%rrhed', by a Genevan Proteftant.
The refrattary priefts that are returned make a great fir by
their repeated-quarrels with the conftitutional priefts, whom they
accule as apoftates, wolves, -and intruders: fometimes their

uarrels proceed fo far in the churches, that they come to blows,
black eyes and bloody nofes: what a-pity that the magiftrate
thould proceed fofar, in order to recoicile thefe men, that their
religion, is, again to become the hational religion ‘of France,
and equal religious liberty {o deftroyed.

I have vifited the national -library, dens 12 Ruede: la Loi,
ci-devant.rue de. Richelieu. - Mr. Vanprat, the librarian, is.re~
markably polite and attentive.” Here I have looked into the
works of  the infidel Boulanger, fo much cried up in France, out
of which, Mr, Paine has drawn, I ‘may fay, all his arga-
ments, in his ‘Age of Reafon, withont acknowledging it.
I was one day wa king in the garden of the Thuilleries, ad-
miring the fpoils of Italy. Some companies were difcourfing
on the news of the day, whilft 1 obferved a fmall group col-
le@ed round a folid looking man, aged about fifty, who was
preaching. Atheifm, .the eternity of: the world, and the produe-
tion of men from flime; by the -heat of the fun. After he had
finithed his preachmgnt, I began mine; and I ufed the old ar-
guments asthey never have been anfwergd. I took for my text
the watch, out of my pocket: geéntlemen and. ladies, faid I,
this machine E; complicated in its manner, and -foregular in its
movements, could never have made itfelf 5 but muft be the
produétion of fome mechanic, -and now it 4s formed; it maft be
eften regulated and wound up ¥’ how much smore this beautiful
globe, ‘with the fun, moon, and ftars:?. Could ‘they ¢reate them-
felves? ' We fée God’s glory blaZing in the fun, twinkling in the
ftars ; there isnat only 2’ God at firft:to.create, as'the mechanio
o farm my watch, buta Providénce, by which he governs the
world. This world without a Providence. would be like a fhip
+4n'a ftorm, without & ruddér‘or'apilot; ora coachon a pre-
cipice, drawnby mettlefome fteeds, which maftbe foon dathed

te stofns, ]
Rev. Sir, _
Yow's affeQionately,
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ORIGINAL POETRY,

®|YMNS BY MR. BEDDOME,

Exopvus iit. 4.~And when the Lord faww, 5.
X ITH true devotion come,

And ftand before the Lord ;
‘With ezineftnefs invoke his 2id,
‘With rev'rence piezr his word.
2 Look well unto your feet,
Left you fhould ftep afide ;
Take heed of indolence.and floth,
Hypocrify and pride,
Of wand'ring eyes and thoughts,
©f idle words beware 3
‘Watch every motica of the heart,
And keep your lips with care.
4 Where God his prefence grants,
No evil fhould tefound ;
Sin fhoutd be banith’d far from therice,
For “tis his holy grouynd.

ON THE SAME,

3 EHOLD the burning buth,
) A‘glorious type of Chrift;
Who his own fonl an ofi'ring made,
And was himfelf the prieft,

2 The bufh tho’ all on fire,
Yet unconfum’d remains ;
Thus he éndur’d Ged's fiercefl wrath,
And death’s acutell pains.

Yer from the dreary grave,
Did Chrift the conq’ror rif¢ 5
And he, who fuffered here below,

Now reignsabove the fies.

——

Exopvus X. 16,17.—~ Then Pharachealled for
Mofes and Aaron in bafle, .

3 HARAOH, and Szaul.and others have
J Confeft how vile they’ve been 5

And yet their hearts were unrenew’d,
And luft bare rule within,

% They promis'd fair, but foon forgot
The promifes they made ;
And when thy rod was once remov'd,
They ceas’d to be afraid.
3 Almighty God, thy piercing eye
My inmoft thoughts furveys s
Purge from hypocrify and guile
21y beart and all my ways.

ON THX SAME.

I ITH warm-affeQions let us cortis
Before the Lord our God ;
Tremble beneath his threaten’d wrath,
And hisuplifted rod :

2 Sue for the pardon of our fins,
So many and fo great;
And feek the tokens of his love
Before it is too late.

With bitt.r eyes.and flowing tears,
* Let us his grace implore
And when that grace is once obtain'd,
Let us offend no more.

w

Exopus xaviii. 36.~=Holinefs to the Lord.

i ¢ NSCRIB'D upon my heart,
And ev'ry thing [ do,
Let holinefs unto the Lord
Appear in open view.
2 ‘This Aaron’s motto was ;
O be italfo mine;
Whilft juftice, ‘truth, and piety
In my whole conduét fhine.
3 Thus placing all my hope
On Jefu’s pard’ning blood,
With courage, ftrength, and fteadinefs
I'll'tread the heavenly road.

B s e ¥

ON PEACE.

H! more benign than morning’s azure
iky,
Late from the wrath of midnight tempeft
freed,
Than tear-drops ftreaming from compaffion’s

€ye,
When at her feet the fons of forrow
bleed.

Yes, mare benign, more {weet, the balmy
breath,
Diffufive wafted from Britannia’s ifle;
That calls her children from the ficldsof
death,
To her own vales, that cloth'd with plenty
fmile.

*T'was he that bids the rage of battle ceafe,
In her deep wound the healing mercy
pour'd ; .
And with the breath of everlafting peace,
Hufh’d the wild waves of difcord as they
roar’d.

0. 1, 1801, Mazria.
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The Rev. Thomas Ridley, late Pajflor of the Baptift
Church at Bury St. Edmund’s, Suffolk.

TO DR. RIPPON.

REV. AND DEAR SIR, Ipfwvicb Now. 1801
> . .

I NOW fend you a fhort fketch of the late worthy man
and minifter; my valuable friend, Mr. Ridley. 'This
faithful fervant of Jefus was born at Bury, in the year 1747.
It pleafed the Lord to call him, by his grace, when young in
life. Beinig baptized, he joined the church,.which | have now
the honour to ferve, when it met at Woolverftone, and was
under the paftoral care of the Rev. Samuel Sowdens, 31 years
ago. He was called to the work of the miniftry by the
church at Ipfwich, in December 1784. He occafionally
preached for me, and in various parts of the country, with
much fuccefs. He was a&tive and lively in bis minifterial
employ ; of very acceptable talents, freely and faithfully
preaching the word ; laying himfelf out by his purfe, prayers,
preaching, and counfel, for the good of others. God had
greatly blefled "him in providence; and his houfe was open
to the godly poor as well as to others. A profpe& for raifing
a Baptift church at Bury appearing, and his labours being
earneftly requefted there, afier due deliberation and prayer,
and’ occafional fervices amongft the people, he quitted bu-
finefs at'Ipfwich, and, from love to fouls, removed thither
freely to preach the gofpel, fomewhat more than two years
ago; and in Augutt 1800, after an honourable conneétion for
a long feries of years, he (with Mrs. Ridley) had a difmiffion
from the church here to that furmed in his natize town. But,
Sir, how myfteris are the ways of Providence! Soon after
this ufeful man’s change of refidence he often appeared unwell,
his conftitution began evidently to decline, and his family and
friends were filied with fears that he would not be long here.
Thete fufpi ions are now. to our gricf, realized. From his
regard to fouls, delight in bis mafter’s work, and attachinent
to the liutle, intereft he had been the honoured inftrument of
raifing, he often engaged in the pulpit when greatly unfit
from outward weaknefs ; but he was defirably fupported vn-
der his trials, and generaily impreffive and affe@tionate in his
preaching. During hisilluefs, he not only arranged matters
refpecting his funeral, and the minifters he withed to be en-
gaged with much precifion, but evidenced much piety and
purity in his converfation and advice: his words were very
ipfruétive and edifving, and will be, with folemn pleafure,

pEC, 180L] DDD fong
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long remembered by his relations and friends. "When ex-
prefling his defire to one of his deacons refpeting the fermons
to be preached— Tell the minifters,” fays he, ¢ to fay no
good of me ; I'm a poor vile finner, but all my dependence
for life and falvation jis in the blood and righteoufnefs of
*Chrift. He is the ftrength of 'my heart, and my portion for
ever,”” Of one of his members vifiting him on the 15th of Sep-
tember, he took an ‘affe@tionate leave, commending him tc
the Lord, and exhorting him to maintain honourably his pro-
feffion, faying, < My dear friend, farewell; as you have be-
gun, go on, till atlaftyou fhall come to the full poflefion ot
the land wher¢ there are pleafures for ever more.” And con-
tinued advifing all his friends to prefs forward through every
difficulty, having their eye to the recompence of .reward;
repeating feveral texts of fcripture, expreflive of the bleffed-
nefs of the heavenly ftate.

+On the 16th, being very low and_weak, he confidered
Kimielf going home, and {poke frequently of the precioufnefs
of Jefus to thofe about him, faying, ¢ Tell all the world how
comfortable 1 am-in the view of approaching death.” He
then afked, ¢ Isit not Sabbath-day ?”’ A friend anfwering, no;
he appeared difappointed, and faid, * I thought I fhould have -
gone home on the Sabbath-day.” On being told it would
foon .be all Sabbath with bhim; and that he fhould ipend an
everlafting one with jefus in heaven, he anfwered, “ Yes, I
fhall, T fhall.” He faid to a friend, * I need, and blefs God
I have great confolations;” often repeating thefe lines,

¢ Jefus can make a dying bed
¢¢ Feel foft as downy pillows are.”

The following Friday he was much doubting, and faid,
¢ I*m afraid I am a hypocrite at Iaft ; if fo, it had been better
I had never been'born.” One f2id to him, ¢ Itis well you
have been horn for youtfelf and othérs 3’ but fays he, «I
fear; though I have been. ufeful under God to bring foulsto
Chrift, that I myfelf fhall be a caftaway.”  But about ten
o’clack at night the clouds difperfed, and with great joy he
exclaimed (lifting up” his hands) < Rejoice | rejoice ! fee,
{ee the ranfomed captives, how they rejoice,; break off my
chains and let me fly to them! Rejoice! the bonds are
broken! Satan is fled »* adding, ¢ I cannot tell, nor can you
conceive how comfortable I am; O precions lovely Jefus!”
He then addrefled his relations and friends around him, fay-
ing, he was going to leave them, and recommended all that
believed in Jefus to fight on, and-having dode all to ftand.
He then took liis leave of themrall very affetionately, com-
mitiing ‘them to the Lord; <adding, ¢ Bleffed Chriﬁianiéy,

that
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that will enable a man to give up his wife, his children, his
relations, his eftate, and his all, for the love of Tefus! Precious

Saviour; for me o live is Chrift, and to dieis gain! I have
a defire to depart and be with Chrift, whichis far better.
Come, Lord Jefus, come guickly ; yet let ine with patience
wait,” He laid frequently admiring the grace of God, fay-
ing, < What wondertul love js it, that fuch a vile unworthy
creatiire as I am fhould be brought to love Jefus, and pofiefs
a good hope, through grace, of etetnal glory.”

. Sabbath morning, the 2oth, he faid, * I am fure; if it was
net for a fecret fupport which I experience, Ifhould not be
able to rejoice with the awful profpe@ that is before me;
but I blefs God for Jefus Chrit.” *Monday moring preced-
ing his death, being much exhaufted with converfation on di-
vine things, he faid to Mrs, Ridley, ¢ Let me be quite com-
pofed a few .minutes.” Very fhortly after, with fweet tran-
qui}ity‘of mind, opening his eyes, he repeated the following
verfe :

¢ There, on a green and flowery mount,
é Our weary fouls fhall fit,

¢ And with tranfporting joys recount

@ The libours of our feet.”

He delighted to fpeak of his own wéaknefs, and of his
ftrength in Chritt, often faying, ¢ I am weak, and 1 am
firong.”” His daughter (2 worthy member of the church at
Ipfwich) coming in, he clafped her -hand between his with
great -earneftpefs, and faid, * I wifh you may be a joyful
‘meflénger from the heavenly courts; but the will of the
Yord be done. I hope I fhall wait with patience.”- Shortly
after adding, ¢ There will come a day when Ifrael fhall be
faved in the Lord, with an'everlafting falvation, and tbat will
be a joyful day indeed.” He had a very bad night, but was
rather more ftill on Tuefday, towards noon, and very comfort-
able. On being afked how his mind was? he faid, < Well and
comfortable. I knew in whom Ihave believed; blefled be
God, I am not afraid to die. Chrjft died for me;. and I am
forry I have done no more for his glory.”” He exhorted his
daughter to ftand-faft, and bleffed God on her behalf. Afier
giving: further advice, he looked upwards, as if talking with
him, and faid, ¢ ‘Ah, dear brother Farmery, I long to be
with you, to fing vi&tery to the Lamb; you laboured abun-
dantly; Tam atharhed I have done fo little for God 5 I.would
do more if I could. Oh for areleafe! but Lord fuffer me not

to murmur,”’ :
DDD 2 Addrefling
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Addrefling himfelf afterwards to' his affliGted wife and .
daughter, fpeaking of the happinefs be fhould enjoy  when he
got to heaven, he faid, < Then I fhall fing vi¢tory!" victory!
viftory ! raifing his voice quite loud. ‘After this, he withed
fome perfon to affift him in finging the 66th Hymn, 2d Book,
viz. There is a'land of pure debght, &c. which was done, and
he exerted all the little firength he had to-unite with them. °

From this period to his departure, he was generally happy in
his mind, faying to his relations .and friends, upon their en-
quiry, * Blefs God I am comfortable! Satan is held in a
chain, and is kept at a diftance; but I am afraid' I fhall not
die yet. I want toleave this world; itis-a dreary place to
me+ then fhall I be fatisfied when I awake in the Lord’s like-
nefs,” He often afked what day in the week it-was, on be-
ing teld, he would fay, « O, I with it was Saturday! I-long
for the Sabhath to be here.” He had a ftrong prefentiment of
mind, that he thould die on a Lord’s-day, and fo he. did, for
on fabbath morning, -the 27th of September, about fix
o’clock, he fweetly fell afleep in Jefus. A few minutes before
he died,with his own hands he clofed his eyes. What a ferenity
and compofure! . '

On Thur{day, the 1ft of Offober, his remains were carried
by fix of the members” of the <church, to the meeting houfe
burying.ground, and interred; the pall was borne by fix
minifters, a numerous train’ of mourning relations and friends
followed, who, by this' affeting providence, have-loft an
affeftionate hufband, kind father, faft friend, and faithful paf-
tor ; but his work was done, and his courfe finithed. - He has
now received the crown, therefore our lofs is his-unfpeakable
gain. Mr. Ward, paftor-of the Baptift church at Difs, fpoke
at the grave. On the Lord’s-day following, I'was called to
the painful fervice of ‘preaching the funeral fermon in the
afternoon, from'’ a paflage he gave e, ‘viz. the 73d Plalm,
26th verfe, My flefb and my heart faileth, but God is the frength
of my heart, and my portim for ever. Alfo, at the dyingre-
queft of our departed brother, Mr. Thompfon, of Grundif-
burgh, preached in the morning of the above day, from Gen.
soth, part of the 24th vere, I die, and God avill furely wifit -
you. Mr. Caddy, cf Weftrow, preached in the evening, from
Exodus iii. and 3d verfe, And Mojés_faid, I will now turn afide,
and fee this great fight, awhy the bufb is not burned. 'The infant
caufe, which he had been the inftrument of raifing, was near
his heart, and he was enabled to exercife ftrong faith upon the
promifes of God to his church, and died in the hope, that
though thus tried, God would appear for them,

I truft



CHURCH AT GLASGOW. 677

I truft many will be earneft in prayer for this -bereaved
church, that' the Lord may fupport nnder, and fan&ify this
affefting providence to them, and all concerned.

Sincerely withing you every blefling,
I remain, Rev. and dear Sir;
Your’s, very affectionately,
Geores Harr.

TO DR. RIPPON.

DEAR SIR. Kettering, Neow. 18th,11801°
The following intelligence is at your fervice for infertion
in the Regifter,
Your’s Sincerely,
A, FULLER.

An account of the forming of a New Baptift Church in
the City of Glafgow, in conne&tion with one at Paifley, lately
formed on fimilar principles, communicated in a Letter to
Mr. F. of K. by the Paftor, at the unanimous defire of the

Members.

S——

DEAR SIR, Glafgow, Now. 13th, 1801.
CCORDING to promife, I now write youan account

--of the fettlement of ourlittle church, and a copy of the
articles in which we are agreed. Laft Sabbath, one of our
minifters came from Paifley, and preachedall day. Onh Mon-
day morning, by half-paft eight, the church met for the
putpofe of being fet in order ; itrangers, and feveral brethren
from Paifley being prefent, James Taylor prefided.on the oc-
cafion, and obferved the following order : He began by finging,
then prayer: then he declared the occafion o% the meeting.
Singing. Prayer by a brother. He then read the fcripture
qualifications of a paftor and a deacon, and fignified, that as
the church had agreed in the choice of James Lifter as paftor,
and James Deakin as deacon, they fhould now confirm that
ele@ion by uplifted hands; which was done. Beiag thus
chofen, he fet them apart to their offices by an appropriate
prayer, during which, he laid his hands on both, to cemmit
them to the divine care and blefing. Sungan hymn. He
then gave three diftinét and full charges to the paftor, the
DDD 3 deacon,
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deacon, and the people, to perform, as in the fight of God,
their refpective duties. The addreffes were truly folemn and
jmpreflive. Sung an hymn and prayed ; recommending all
to the word of God’s grace. The whole fervice was clofed
by a hymn of praife.

On this form I thall add ne refleftions; I hope it will
commend itfelf to every onlightened mind. I could have
withed two minifters prefent; but this could not be. Laft-
night I brought before my brethren, the propofal for opening
a communion with the Baptift churches in England, of the
fame faith and order; and, for this purpofe, to fend up a
fketch of our Articles. -In'this they were unanimous, We are
willing to be one with you, if you can be one with ns, Our
‘weekly communion of the fupper, and the exhortations of the
brethren, feem to be our only points of difference. The latter
may poffibly be confined to week-nights; and we confider
botir as objedts of forbearance +. You may reckon us then as
one of your churches. Pray for us,~advife us,—affift us.
Our numbers are few, and our ability {mall. My health is
only confirming ; yet I purfofe, if God will, to preach three
times every Lord’s Day. I tremble at the difficulties of my
ftation. May the Lord uphold me!

Your’s, in the love of Churift,

PRINCIPLES

OF THE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCH
IN GLASGOW.

1. HE Striptures of the Old and New Teftament are
A written by Infpiration of Ged, and given to man
as his only rule of faith and prattice.

2. There is one God, Father, Son,. and Holy Spirit,
poflefled of every Divine perfettion ; Creator of the heavens
and the earth, by whofe lgvereign pleafure all things were
made, and for whofe glory all events are governed and dif-
pofed, according to the counfel of his own will.

3. ‘Geod made man male and female, after his own image,
in 2 holy and happy flate; and entered into a covenany, or
gave a law to man for his pofterity, as well as himfelf; with
a'promife of life on obedience, and in cafe of tranfgreffion,
with a threatening of death, bodily, {piritual and eternal.

4. The light of nature is infufficient” to teach man his real
ftate and charalter, the perfe@tions and will of the true God,

or the way in which a finner can be pardoned and faved:
becaufe,

I L.

* This line of the gopy was fcareely legible,

5..Man
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8. Man fell from the ftate in which lie was firft placed, and
involved his pofterity in the fame guilt and pudithment as
him{elf.

6. God, from all eternity, to glorify his own .free grace
and mercy, holinefs and truth, eletted part of mankind in his
own Son, to be partakers of grace here, and glory hereafter.

7. According to the Divine purpofe and promife, the Son
of God partook of fleth and blood, and as the furety of fin-
ners, obeyed the precepts, and bore the curfe of the Law in
their place, that by the imputation of this,.his complete
righteoufnefs, finners who belieye in him might be juftified
and faved. :

8. ‘All that in the councils of peace were given to Jefus,
and redeemed by him, are in due time, by the miniftry of
the Word and Spirit, convinced of their finfulnefs; and ob.
noxionfnefs to God’s wrath, and are enlightened in the
knowledge of Jefus as the only Saviour.

9. Such as through the Spirit believe the Gofpel, or what
God teftifies of the perfon, work, and iaterceffion of his Son,
enjoy the bleflings of pardon-and juftification; with a title to
glory ; and are therefore adopted into God’s family, are re-
newed in their fouls, are admitted to divine fellowfhip, and
{an@tified by the Spirit to walk in piety, love, and fobriety.

10. All fuch perfons, being kept by the promife’and power
of God, fhall perfeverein obedience, and when they fall into
fin, fhall, according to<the terms of the new covenant, be
brought to repentance.

11. Thofe who are of one faith, and have the fame view
of the ordinances, are bound to meet together for God’s
glory, their own edification, and, if God blefs his own ap-
pointments, for the converfion of finners.

12. The bond of chur¢h union is charity, founded on 2
profeflion of one faith, and of agreement in one order.

13. A company of believing perfons are warranted to form
a charch; and for this purpofe fhould ‘meet, when con-
venient, to try their own gifts and tempers; and from them-
felves (when it can be done) to choofe men who may be
ordained to the office of paftor and deacon.

14. A church, when fet in order with pafters and deacons,
affembles each Lord’s day to continue'in the Apofiles doétrine,
by preaching and reading the word, in fellowthip for the
poor, in breaking of bread, and in prayer and praife.

15. When any feek admiffian inte the chuich, they profefs
their faith publickly, are baptized by the paftor in the name
of the facred Three, and receive the right-hand of fellowfhip
and kifs of charity from all the members,

BDD 4 16. The
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16. - The church, when the commanded rule of admenition
has been taken, can exclude from her communion any mem-
ber for-error in doftrine, or immorality in praétice.

17. ‘Churches; tho’.not fubordinate to any one, and' com-
plete in themfelves, are bound, when one in faith and order,
to hold frequent and -intimate communion: paftors to affift
each other by preaching and adminiftering ‘the. ordinances :
members_to exhort and communicate with each other; and
all to advife and pray for each other, and to feperate from any
church that corrupts the dotrine or order of Chrift,

18. At death, therighteous pafs immediately into a ftate of
felicity, and the wicked into a ftate of torment, till the final
judgment.

19 At the laft day,. creatéd nature fhail be diffolved, Jefus
thall defeend 'to judge the quick and dead; when all that are
in their. graves fhall bé raifed up, with their own bodies, fome
to glory, and fome to everlafting’contempt.

20. According to the final fentence of. the Judge, the
righteous fhall be admitted to a ftate of perfeét holinefs and -
happinefs, but the wicked fhall be banithed.from God’s
prefence, and punifhed with torments without end -

THOUGHTS
ON THE

IMPORTANCE AND ADVANTAGES

oF
FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS AMONGST CHRISTIANS;
WITH

HINTS FOR THEIR: IMPROVEMENT.

s

CHRISTIAN Fellow{hip is a duty which was not
only very anciently recommended, but practifed
alfo by thofe who feared the Lord. . David, the fweet
plalmift of Ifrael (Pfalm Ixvi. 16.) invites to this duty,
faying, “.Come and hear, all ye that fear God; and
I will declare what he hath done for my foul.” It was
alfo the pratice of the Jews under the Babylonith
captivity, they went in companies, and fat down and
‘wept, whilft they remembered Zion in theit prayers to
God, and their converfe with one another; (Pfalm

cxxxvil.
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exxxvil. 1.) And during the dark and trying day in
which Malachi prophefied, “ They that feared the
Lord, fpake often one to. another, -and the: Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and a bock of remembrance
was written before him for them that feared the Lotd,
and thought upaon his name.” When the difciples, un-
der the New Teftament, met together, Jefus came after
his refurre@ion, and faid unto them, “ Peace be unto
you.” When Peter and Jobn were difmiffed from: the
council, ©“ They went to their,own company, and re-
ported all that, the chief priéfis and elders had faid un-
to them.”  And when the apoftle Peter was delivered
from the hands of Herod, by the angel of God, (A&s
xii.) he went immediately to the houfe of the mother ot
John Mark, where' he knew.the difciples were met toge-
ther for prayer: - Let.us not from the above paflages
fuppofe; that: {ocial meetings for prayer and converfe
are reftrited to-times of troubles and perfecutions only,
no; fuch focieties, well regulated and  conduéted, are
highly ufeful and beneficial at'all times and feafons.
Are we not.exErefsly enjoined “ to admonifh and ex-
hort one another daily.” Heb. iii. 18. and to “ con-
fefs our fins one to another, and pray for one another,”
James v. 16. having the gracious promifés of our
Lord, - both for our warrant and encouragement,
* Where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midft of them.” . Judicious
Chriftians can tell from happy experience, what ‘ad-
vantage they have found in fuch meetings, for quick-
ening their graces, warming their hearts, and kindling
the.fire of divine love; for, as a live coal has.a property
to kindle cold ones, fo one warm and lively Chriftian,
‘by his prayers and converfe, may fet many cold héarts
glowing for Chrift, and fpiritual bleffings.

Having thus glanced at the' divine authority and
profitablenefs of {ocial meetings for Chriftian commu-
nion, allow me to drop a few hints, which, by the
divine bleffing, may inftruét and animaie you in at-
tending upon them. , , ,

1. If you;would be ufeful members of fuch focicties,
fook upto God for humility and felf-denial. Study
the meaning of that golden precept, ¢ Let nothindg be

qQne
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done through firife or vain glory,-but in, lowlinefs of
mind let each efteem other better than themfelves.”
Phil. ii. 8. This will teach you to bear with your fellow
members, and keep ‘you from quarrelling with them
for every miftake or failing.

2. Farnefily, through grace, findy the governing
and taming of the tongue. Alas! how littleis that
firiking paflage, James . 26, thought of by thofe who
profefs the gofpel, ¢ If any inan among you feem to be
religious, and bridleth not his tongue; but deceiveth
his own “heart, this man’s religion ‘is vain.” If the
tongue be kept in fubjection, you will avoid a cenfo-
rious rafh judgment, and of aggravating the faults of
your brethren; yon will neither fpeak againft them
when abfent, nor liften to perfons who do fo, but ra-
ther, according to the comwand of 6ur Lord, ¢ Go and
rell thefn their faults between yoy and them alope.”

3. Carry a fincere love and 'regard td all true Chrif-
tians ; love them, not fo much becaufe of their like-
ncfs to you, as becaufe they bear the image of your
Saviour; if you do not, it is rather the love of a party
than of Chrift, and even publicans can go fo fgr as
this. Chriftian love will incline you to a patient
bearing with thofe who differ in mere externals.

4. Rejoicein the gifts and graces of otheérs, and be
ready, without-envy or detra¢tion, to own and value
them. How much of this humble candour and ma-
defty fhone forth in that eminent young preacher,
Apollos ! Aéts xxiv, 25, 26. Thouglrhe was an eloguent
man, and mighty ‘in the feriptures, yet he candidly
otvned and honotred the-gifts and graces of God in a3
plain tradefman and his wife, and was willing to fit ag
their feet, and learn of 'them:

5. Study a prudent, affable, and condefcending carx
riage towards thofe whom you eonverfe with, “ Let
all bitternefs and wrath, and 2nger,-and clamoyr, and
evil {peaking, be put away from you, with all malice.”
Eph. iv. 31.—=As rough inhewn ftones cannot fitly
joinin one building, fo, neither can rugged, four, or
fierce tempers, be agreeable members of Chriftian fo-
cieti;e‘s; there gre fome who have the root of the matter
in them, yet by their unpleafant tempers greatly hin-
der the edi);i(’:atign of dthelrs. pers gresty

6. As
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6. As you ought te warn, admonith, and reprove
others in a kind and Chriftian manner, o you muft be
yveady to forgive one another :  For (faith the apoftle)
if any man have a quarrel againft any, even as Chrift
forgave you, fo alfo do ye.” Col,iil, 13.~The meek
and lowly Chriftian is difpofed to do good, and fuffer
evil; butthe proud and haughty man is difpofed to
give affronts, but will ‘receive none. Keep in mind
that word of the apoftle, 1 Pet. iv. 18. ¢ Above all
things, have fervent charity among yourfelves; for
charity fhall cover a multitude of fins.”

7. -59 not {light or difcourage young and weak be-
ginners, but’fymgathize; and deal tenderly with them:
you are commanded to firengthen the weak hands, and
confirm the feeble knees, to fupport the feeble minded,
and be patient towards all men. ' There are fome who
hover round the porch of Chriftian fellowfhip, and
would fain affociate with Chrift’s difciples, but bafhfal-
nefs keeps them at a diftance ; their hearts glow with
love to Chrift, and his people, but they ecan fay but
liitle, O! be it your care to encourage fuch! Re-
member, God took a kind notice of an Abijah, in the
family of Jeroboam, when there was fome good thing
found in him toward the Lord God of HHrael.

8. Chufe right and -proper fubje&s for conference,
and fuch as tend to godly edification ; not about pub~
lie matters, or vain unprofitable queftions, but fach as
tend to increafe chriftian knowledge, to cherith the
(i}fe ?f religion, gofpel holinefs, and clofe walking with

od. -

9. Let me befeech you, my friends, to perfevere. O!
be not weary in - well doing, nor forfake the aflembling
of yourfelves together, asthe manner of fome is. How
many have I known who have become carelefs and re-
mifs, and then have fallen into open and fcandalous
fins; on the contrary, I haveknown many who have,
by the divine bleffing on Chriftian fellow{hip meetings,
- been wonderfully relieved, fupported, and delivered.
Finally, my beloved, < Be ye ftedfaft, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forafinuch
as ye know that your labour is mot ir vain in the
Lord? 1 Cor. xv.58.

PriLEMON
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SKETCH OF THE EARLY LIFE

oF
Lapy HUNTINGDON,

By Dr, Hawers.

HE noble dnd eleét Lapy Huxrtinepon, had

- lived in the hgheft circle of fafliion; by. birth
a daughter of the houfe of Shirley, by marriage u-
nited with the Earl of Huntingdon; both:bearitig the
royal arms of England, as defcendants from her an-
cient monarchs.

In very early infancy, when only nine years old,
the fight of a corpfe about her own age conveying to
the grave, engaged her to attend the burial. There
the firfy impre?ﬁons of deep ferioufnefs about an ‘eter-
nal world laid hold on her confcience : and with many
tears, the cried earneftly to God on the fpot, that
whenever he fhould be pleafed to take her away, he
would deliver her from all her fears, and give her a
happy departure. She often afterwards vifited the
grave, and always preferved a lively fenfe of the af-
teéting {cene.

Though no views of evangelical truth had hitherto
opened on her mind, yet, even during her juvenile
days, fhe frequently retired for prayer, to a particular
clofet, where fhe could not be.obferved: and in all
her little troubles found rélief in pouring out her re-
quefts unto God. When fhe grew up, and was in-
roduced into the world, fhe continued to pray that
the might marry into a ferious family. -None kept up
more of the ancient dignity and decency than the
houfe of Huntingdon. %Vith the head of that family
the accordingly became united. Lady Betty; and Lady
Margare. Ifaﬂings, his Lordfhip’s fifters, were wo-
men of fingular excellence.

In this high eftate fhe maintained a peculiar feri-
oufnefs of conduét. Though fometimes at Court, and
vifiting in the higher circles, the took no pleafure in
the fafhionable follies of the great. In the country,

the.
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the was the Lady bountiful among Iaer neighbours and
‘dependents ; but going ftill about to eftablith her own .
righteoufnefs, the endeavoured, by prayer and faft-
ing, and alms-deeds, to commemd herfelf to the
“favour of the moft High, and mofk Holy.

~ The zealous preachers, who had been branded with
the name of Methodifts, had nonv awakened great
attention in the land. Lady Margaret Haﬁings_%;ap-
pening to hear them received thie truth as it is m
Jefus from their miniftry, and was fome years after
united with the excellent Mr. Imgham, one of the
firft labourers in this plenteous harveft. Converfing
with Lady Margaret one day on. this fubjedt, Lady
Huntingdon was exceedingly ftruck with a fentiment -
fhe uttered, “ that fince fhe had known and believed
in the Lord Jefus Chrift for life and falvation, fthe had
been as happy as an angel.” To any fuch fenfations
of happinefs Lady Huntingdon felt that ihe was as
yet an utter ftranger.

A dangerous illnefs having foon after this brought
her to the brink of the grave, the fear of death feil
terribly upon her, andher confcience was greatly
diftrefled. Hereupon the meditated fending for Bithop
Benfon, of Gloucefter, who had been Lord Hunting-
don’s' tutor, to confult him, and unburden her mind.
Juft at that time the words of Lady Margaret return-
ed ftrongly to her recolleétion, and the felt an earneft
defire, renouncing every other hope, to caft herfelf
wholly upon Chrift for life'and falvation. She inftant-
ly, from her bed, lifted up her heart to Jefus the Sa-
viour, with this importunate prayer; and immediate-
ly all her diftrefs and fear were removed, and fhe was
filled with peace and joy in believing. Her diforder
from that moment took a favourable turn; fhe was
reftored to perfeét health, and what was better, to
newnefs of life. She determined thenceforward to
prefent herfelf to God, as a living facrifice, holy and
acceptable, which fhe was now eonvinced was her
reafonable, fervice.

On her recovery, fhe fent a kind meflage to the
Meflrs. Wefleys, who were then preaching in the

peigh-
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neighbourhood, that fhe was one with them in heart,
cordially wifhing.them good fpeed in the name.of the
Lord, and afluring them of her determined purpofe
of living for him!who had died for her - .
The change thus fuddenly wrought upon her Lady-
thip, became obfervable to all, in the open confcffion
the made of the faith once delivered to the faints;
and in the zealous {upport {he began to give to the
work of God, amidft all the reproach with which it
was attended. o
To the noble circle in which Lady Huntingdon
moved, fach profc;‘{ﬁons and conduét appeared won-
drous ftrange; but fhe had fet her face as 4 flint, and
refufed to bc athamed of Chrift and his crofs. There
were not wanting indeed fome who, under the guife
of friendfhip, withed Lord Huntingdon to interpofe
his authority: but, however he aiﬂ‘eredfrom‘her
Ladyfhip in fentiment, he continued to fhew her the
fame affection and refpect. ;
The Bifhop was accordingly fent for, in order to
reafon with her Ladyfhip, relpeéting her opinions and
_conduét; but fhe prefled him fo Eard" with Articles
. and Homilies; and fo plainly and faithfully urged
upon him the awful refponfibility of his ftation, under
the great Head of the church, Jefus Chrift, that his
temper was ruffled : and he rofe up'in hafte to depart;
bitrerly Jamenting, that he had ever laid his hands on
George Whitefield, to whom he imputed, though
without caufe, the change wrought in her Ladyfhip.
- She called him back; «“ My Lm'a,”‘ faid fhe, “ mark
my words, when you come upon your dying bed, that
will be one of the few ordinations you will reflet
upon with complacence.” It deferves remark, that
Bifhop Benfon, on his dying bed, fent ten guineas
to Mr. Whitefield, as a token of his favour and.ap-
.gl.-obation, and begged 1o be remembered by hun in
is prayerss
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TO DR. RIPPON,

REV. SIRs _ Paris, Sept. 2, '1801.
UCH is the depravity and difcipation .of the Parifians,
that I counted no lefs than ten diftin& play bills againft
the walls for one evening, befides operas, balls, &c. -Here
are amufements for the very loweft order of people, even at
the fmall price of deux fous, or a penny Englith.. Puppet
thews, fhades, ventriloquifts, and every kind of nonfenfe, are
to be feen upon the Boulvard, a -long fireet of many .miles,
extending above half the way round Paris, planted with rows
of trees on each fide, and ornamented with toy thops. The
garden of the Thuilleries, and the Champs Elyfian, are the
placesswhere the Parifians take their evening walks: here you
can fcarce tread a flep without meeting ballad fingers, fortune-
‘tellers, flight of hand players, bears and monkies dancing,
and boys tumbling ;- thefe are'the amufements with which the
gay Parifians are delighted. The French are a nation without
morals, and fo, confequently unfit to enjoy theliberty of a pure
republican government. ‘The friends of freedom on your fide
of the water, in general, have very miftaken views of) . French
liberty, the fame as I had myfelf, till I was here and had
examined every thing with my own eyes. The government
of France is exaltly fimilar to that of Pruffia, where every
man is born a foldier. Pruffia has'been blefled with a fucceif~
fion of wife-and enlightened monarchs, who have made excel-
lent laws, the government is wifely adminiftered, and toleration
granted to all fef?s ¢ but it is ftill military:defporifin So many
of the laws and regulations in France‘dre excellent, and ‘you
may read inferiptions almoft on every public gate and place in
Paris, liberty, equality, fraternily, and indvifibility, -and hear
this czant from all the placemen: butitis wex et preterea nikil.
The reprefentative {yfiem is frittered away. to almeft nothing.
The Senate is eleted by the Firft Conful, and the Confuls are
to Be ele&ted by the Senate ; that is, you choofe’ me, and I
will choofe you, The Firft Coniil names all the judges, pre-
fefts, officers in the army, &c. &c. thus much for their poli-
tical liberty. As-to their civil libesty, here are allowed no po~
litical meetings of any kind ; the liberty of the prefs is fo re-
ftri¢ted, that ‘thould any thing publifhed not pleafe the ruling:
party, immediately feals are put on’ the publifher’s printing
pxefs, and his bread'is taken out of his mouth. No trial by
Jury, except in matter of life and" death; no habeas corpus
act; abundance of Judges with fmall falaries, and very in-
ferior abilities. With rcgard to religious liberty, I have no
) , occafion
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occafion to inform you that the Popith religion is again to be
re-eftablithed and penfioned by the flate.  Patents are made
out for forty-four Bifhops and four Arch-Bithops, a convent
for the Nuns has been given back, and opened at Saint Ger-
mains en lay, whilft I was there. . I hope all fe&s will be to-
lerated in France, and {0 they arein Pruffia and Ruffia. There
are four political parties in France; the moft numerous, parti-
cularly in the provinces, confifts of thofe that wifh for the
reftoration of monarchy, and theold flate of things; another
party is for. the firlt conffitution. The Jacobine party, who
defire the eftablifhment of the Jacobinical conftitution, are
numerous, yet all their men of ‘energy at Paris are banifhed
without form of trizl. " A fourth, the men in power, and thofe
who are fatigued with the ftorms of the Revoluticn, wifh for
the prefervation of the prefent {yftem of things. I have vifited
the ‘aftonithing water works at Marly, which are conveyed
over two of three hills to Verfailes, likewife Saint Germain
en Jay. Paris, with its environs, is probably the moft pleafant
and delighttul fpot in the whole world:’ “T'he palace at Saint
Germain is delightful, not only on account of the apart-
ments and gardens, but for, the fine foreft near it.

I remain, Rev. Sir,
Your’s dffeCtionately, B
USE MINISTERS SHOULD MAKE OF THEIR PEOPLE,
| From Mr: Baxter's Gildas.)

AKE ufe of your peoples parts to the utmoft, as your
M helpers in their places; in an orderly way, under your
guidanee. It hath been a- great caufe of {chifm, when minif-
ters would contemptuoufly cry down private mens preaching,
and withall défire not to make any ufe of the gifts that God
hath given them for their afliftance ; but thruft them too far
from holy things, as if they were a prophane generation: the
work is like to go poorly on, if there be no hands imployed in
it, but'the minifters. . God giveth not any of hts- gifts to be
buried, but for commou ufe. By a prudent improvement of
the. gifts of the more able Chriflians, we may receive much
help by them, and prevent their abufe; even as lawful mar-
riage preventeth tornication.” And the ufes you muft fpecially
put them to, are thefs. 1. Urge them to be diliger tin teach-
ing and praying with their own families ; {pecially catechizing
them, and teaching them the meaning of what they learn, and
whetting it on thieir affeftions : and thefe if they have a mind
to preach to their children and fervants, (fo they undertake
not more-than they aie able to do) I know no reafon but they
may'
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2. Urge them to flep out how and then to their poor
ignorant neighbours, and catechize and inftruét them in meek-
nefs arid patience, from day to day, and that will bring them
imore peace of confcience, than contemning them.

3. Urge them to go oft to the impenitent and fcandalous
finrers about them, and deal with them with all poffible fkill
and earnefinefs, yet alfo with love and patience; for the
converting, reforming, and favihg of their fouls.

4. Acquaint them with their duty of watching over each
other in brotherly love: and admonifhing and exhoiting one
another.daily ; and, if any walk fcandalouily, to tell them their
fault'before tiwo or three, after the contempt of private re-
proof ; and if that prevail not, to- tell the officers of the
charch, that they may be further proceeded with, as Chrift
hath appointed.

5. At your private nieetings, and on days.of humiliation or
- thankfgiving in private; impioy them in prayer.

6. If there be any Very ignorant or fcandalous finner that
you know .of, and you carnot pofibly have time yourfelves
to {pesk to them at that feafon, fend fome of thofe that are
able and fober, to do it in“your iftead, to inftruét the igno-
rant, and. to admanith the offenders, as far as a private man or
a meffage from a minifter, and in difcharge of his own. duty
may .go.

7. gLet fuchasare fit, be made fubfervient officers, I mean
déacons : and then they will, by their relation, difcern them-
felves obliged to maintain the unity of the church, and 2utho-
rity of the miniftry ; but then {ee that they be men compe-
tently fit for the place.

ACCOUNT

oF THE

1ATE REv. PETER AITKEN,

By the Rew. Mr. Rowles, of Canterbury.

Er T recolle&t right, Mr. Aitken left Glafgow to fup-
4 ply a charch ay Newcaitle, in the abfence of then
pafior in July 1799.: The appointed time being expired,
he vifited a friend in, or near London; and having an
uncle at Canterbury, whom he defired to fee, he came
hither early in -the October following. I heard him
preach the firft time, the 13th of that month. We

Dxe. 1801.7 EEE became
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became acquainted, and foon after, of his own aceord,
he intimated the unfettled ftate of his mind refpe&ing
baptifm. It was feveral times the fubje& of our very
friendly interviews, and the refult was, he was baptized
the 5th of thé next December, and joined the church
here. His minifterial gitt having been repeatedly
heard, and with approbation ; the church gave him a
call to the exercife of it wherefoever the Lord might
open a door for him., Early in January 1800, the
church having no paftor, requefted brother Aitken to
exercife his gift among them for three months, with
aview to a further fettlement, if, ultimately, all things
fhould appear to be mutually agreeable. Fe acceded
to the propofal ; when the three months were expired,
three more were added; but, at the clofe of that
period, early in July, heleft Canterbury. Not being
fatisfie. to remain here any longer, and having an
invitation to vifit Lancafhire ; after [pending two or
three Lord’s days in London, he went to Accrington, in
that country, and from thence to Liverpool,

Under our roof he always appeared to be at home ;
his manners were eafly and affable; and, though he
muft be conf{cious of his fuperior acquired attainments,
yet I never faw any trait of a forward affuming temper
‘difcovered :. in fhort, ke was not the young man. And
yet-few fubjects could be propofed, on which he could
not fpeak with infiruétion to moft of his company ; but
he would never. obtrude his opinion, nor withhold it if
requefted. Iadmired the prudence of the man, and glo-
rified God for the gifts and gracebeftowed upon him.

Almoft from his firft conicioufnefs of good and evil,
he had conviétions for fin, and made refolutions againft
it; but he was not taught the evil nature and righteous
defert of fin : he did notfeel the need of Chrift for him-
felf, nor fee the way of falvation to be alone in the
Redeemer’s, obedience and crofs, till he'was about
fourteen years of age, From which time the truth and
fulnefs of the gofpel appear to have been opening to
his view, and he was enabled to embrace the Saviour
as the Lord his righteoufnefs'and firength. And what
he knew ke was very free to communicate to his fellow-
men as often as opportunity prefented. I have fre-

’ quently
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quently obferved, with others, that he feleted more
interefting paffages for his public difcourfes. than
voung preachers in common; and I confefs; I had
formed an_expectation of his great ufefulnefs in the
vineyard had his life been preferved. His views of
evangelical truth, and his experimental knowledge of
Chrift, may be feen by the following extract of a letter,
written after he left Canterbury, to Mr. T. Parnell.

It is dated Accrington, Dec. 25, 1800.

« I'find Jefus Chrift the fame yefterday, to-day, and
forever. His pame is ftill as ointment poured forth.
His beauty lafting like himfelf; the virtue of his blood
the fame to wafh a potted, guilty confcience, to
filence an accufing enemy, and to pacify a righteous
fin-avenging God. His law fulfilling righteouafnefs is
yet as broad to cdver and adorn a black uncomely
bride, as when it firft indued Manaffeh, Magdalen and
Saul. Unchanging in his love, yefterday it took us
from the fearful pit- and miry clay ; ‘to-day it foothes,
it cherifhes, it fmiles upon us,though ftill poor, thought-
lefs, filly, ftraying fheep. Oh, what a Chrift! a pre-
cious, full, and an abiding Chrift! What thould be-
come of us, my dear friend, if it could be made appear
that Jefus, on whom we truft, has loft even one fpecific
grain of his ineftimable grace ! We fhould be loft, God
a liar, and Chrift, the Father’s choiceft gift, an unfuf-
ficient portion. But it cannot be fo. In him we are
complete. To be found in this Saviour then is certain-
ly our greateft poffible blifs; for in him we are filled
with all the fulnefs of God. - W hat is'’knowledge, but
ignorance ; honour, alie; riches, a dream; the whole
world, but atoy ; when compared with Chrift ? Bleffed
be God, you and I know, that a foolifh gofpel—the re-
proach of Chrift—the naked crofs—and the Redeemer’s
blood, are indeed fubftantial words.

« It is-only from fuch views that I can putto the
blufh.my hellith unbelieving heart, can check unrea-
fonable difcontent, and go.on with any comfort in the
difcharge of daily duties. I find that to truft my own
heart, is to put.my foul into the hands of a traitor, and
to pour contempt on ‘the Lord Jefus Chrift, who has

EEE 2 {aid,



692 ACCOUNT OF THE

faid, my grace is [ufficient for thee. To live on any
thing beneath. the Son of God is to defpife his fulnefs,
to ftarve my foul, and to depart from grace. To think,
or {peak, or act without making Chnit alone the firft,
the laft, the all, is to deprive the Redeemer of his due,
to a¢t a part more brutith and ungrateful than the
moft ftupid afs, or the ftubborn and ungovernable bul-
lock: but to wait humbly at the door of mercy, to
cleave clofe to Jefus, to deny felf, and to exalt the
never dying Lamb, is the moft {uitable exercife for a
poor finful creatare. But my friend knows too well
the importance of abiding in the Vine to.tand in need
of my enlargement. If we could get a fingle drop to
. cool our tongues from our own broken cifterns, we
fhould never apply for living waters. It is our mercy
to be kept empty, for then we are full; to be ourfelves
geak, that we may be ftrong in the-grace that is in
hrift.”

Additional Account by the Rev. M. Davis of Liverpool,

How unfearchable are the judgments of the Lord,
and his ways are paft finding out! : Mr. Aitken was
'ordained paftor of a newly formed church, of the par-
ticular Baptift denomination at Liverpool, in June
1801, when he had juft ‘pafled the 2Mt year.of his.
age. The genuine piety which he poflefled, the re-
markable gravity and ferioufnefs of his ‘deportment,
an equal degree of fervour in his minifterial labours, -
affifted by an uficommon and extenfive acquaintance
with human literature, which-he eminently improved
to pfomote the purpofes of religion, all led his friends
to ‘expect very naturally, that he was defigned for
eminent ufefulnels in the church of Chrift.

But the Lord feeth not as man feeth; nor are his
thoughts or ways as our’s. He had, it is true, defigned
and formed him for himfelf; but not to fuftain a long
confliét, nor to endure hardnefs as a good foldier under
his banner on earth; he was foon to wear a crown,
and to grace his triumph in-heaven. The mafter there-
fore came, -and called for him ; his fervant cheerfully
obeyed, and is gone.” The place, that recently knew
him, knows him na more for ever. -

€
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He was naturally of a confumptive babit; which
was confirmed by his indefatigable application to his
ftudies in very early life. Though of fo delicate a con-
ftitution, he performed the duties of his office without
feeling much uneafinefs, being fubjeét only to dlight
attacks of cold. which were feldom fo fevere as to
preveat him from, engaging in his public work, tiil
within a few months ot his deceafe. At this time, he
had occafional attacks with hemorrhage at the nofe;
and though the quantity of blood which he loft at
thefe times was inconfiderable, yet this, with fome other
circumftances, excited the fears of his friends, who
very affeétionately requefted him to -intermit his
labours, and to take a voyage to Scotland for the im-
provement of his health.  'This he accomplifhed in a
few weeks, and at his return appeared perfectly re-
covered.

On thé fecond Sabbath after hisreturn, September
the 20th, he had occafion to exert himfelf more than
ufually, and in the evening, to improve an inftance of
{udden death ; for this purpofe he chofe the words of
his divine Mafter, Matt. xxv. 13. Watch therefore,
Jor ye know neither the day nor the hour, wherein the
Son of Man cometh.

His friends obferved that he {poke with remarkable
ferioufnefs and fervour, well fuited to the importance
of the fubje&, and to the folemnity of the event which
he was improving. . Little did he, or they fuppofe, that
in that place they fhould fee his face, and hear his
voice no more ; or that in a manner fo diftreffing to
them, he thould, by his own {peedy removal, fo firongly
enforce the fubjeét which he feelingly illuftrated, and
“earneftly inculcated on them,

At the conclufion’of the fervices of the day, he faid
to fomeof his friends, that he felt more than ordinarily
ftrong. He was attacked however early next morning
with a flight difcharge of blood, apparently from the
fauceus, which léd him to fend for medical aid. On
the evening of the fame day, he had another attack of
the fame kind; and a third, early on the following
morning. The'quantity of blood loft by thefe different
difcharges was but trifling, but his other fymptoms

: EEE 3 excited
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excited itrongly the fear of his medical attendants,
though he complained of very little uneafinefs, except
what arofe from debility. On the 20th and 30th, he
feemed in a more favourable ftate; but after having
pafled a reftle(s night, about fix o’clock in the morn-
ing of Oét. 1ft, he funk into a lethargic ftate, in which
he continued till about fix o’clock in the evening,
when he literally fell afleep in Jefus.

As it was not apprehended by himfelf, or his friends,
that his end was fo near, he faid {carcely any thing on
that fubje&: but during his illnefs, he was ferene and
vefigned to the divine difpenfations, enjoying. that
folid fupport which the truths he preached are cal-
culated to afford.

May the writer, and reader, of this article of pain-
-ful intelligence, be followers of him, and the great
cloud of witneffes, who, through faith and-patience,
inherit the promifes,

COMMENCEMENT
AT RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE.

Providence; Sept. 12, 1801,
On Wednefday laft week was celebrated in this town, the
Anniverfary Commencement of '‘Rhode-Ifland College. The
proceflional train was formed as ufual, and at ten o'clock,
A. M. moved to the Baptift meeting-houfe. After prayer by
the prefident, the'following exercifes were exhibited :

FORENOON.

‘Mufic.—Salutatory Addrefles, and an Oration on Noble
‘blood.—By Andrew Pickens.

An Oration, on Religious Eftablifhment.—By Lucius
Bolles.

An Intermediate Oration, on the Influence of Superfition
on the human Mind.—By Enoch Brown.

Anp Oration in Latin, on the Propenfity of Mankind to So-
ciety.—By Ezra Leonard.

An Oration, on the Impartial Adminiftration . of Juftice —
By Lemuel Bithop. '

An Oration, on the Neceflity - of Union to fupport the
Peace and Happinefs of Society.—By Jonathan Nye.

A Poem.—By Philo Wathburn.

Mufic—A Difcufion of the comparative Advantages of
Theology, Natral Philofophy, Moral Philofophy, and Hif-

tory =
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tory.~—By George Barftow, Enoch Brown, James Lefley, and
Rebert Sterry.
An Oration, on Literature.—By George W. Perkins,
An Oration, on Democracy.—By Gad Tower.
Dialogue, on Profeflion.—By Andrew Pickens, George W.
Perkins, Samuel Dexter, and Lemuel Bifhop.
Mufic.

AFTERNOON.

Mufic.—An Intermediate Oration, on Religion, confidered
as the bafis of Civil Government.—By George Barftow.

An Intermediate Oration—¢ Equality of Rights, confiftent
with the good Order of Society.,””—By James Lefl2y.

Mufic.—A Difpute on this queftion—<¢Is it reafonable tp
factifice Convenience to Fathion?”-——By William Blanding,
Jofeph Cheney, Samuel Dexter, and Samuel Medbury.

An intermediate Oration, on Slander.—By Robert Sterry.

An Oration, on the Influence of the Female Charafler on
Society.—By Lucius Cary, Candidate for the Degree of Maf®
ter of Arts. ' ‘

ValediGory Addrefles, and 2 Poem.—~By J. Mafon Wil-
liams. Mufic.

An Addrefs was then delivered to the Graduates by the
Prefident.
The Degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred on the follow-
ing young gentlemen, alumni of the College. _

George Barftow, Lemuel Bithop, William Blanding, Lucius
Bolles, Enoch Brown, Jofeph Cheney, Samuel Dexter, Ezra
Leonard, James Lefley, Samuel V. Medbury, Mofes Noyes,
Jonathan Nye, George W. Perkins, Andrew Pickens, Rober
Sterry, Gad Tower, Philo, H. Wathburn, 'Alfred Williams,
and J. Mafon Williams.
The Degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on the following

alumni of this College: :

Benjamin Allen, Morrill Allen, Lucius Cary, Jabez P. Fifher,
Theodore Fofter, John Feflenden, Jofeph Litchfield, Calvin
Park, John M. Roberts, Paraclete Tew, John Sabin, Ofis
Thompfon, Alvinh Underwood.

The Honorary Degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on

David R, Williams, Efq. of Charlefton, South-Carolina, and
on Holder Slocum, Efq. of Dartmouth, Maflachufetts; alfo,
on Dr. Paul Metcalf, of Wrentham, and Mr. Ifaac Robinfon,
of Nottingham-Weft.. Henry Gaffett, Mafter of Artsin Har-
vard College, was admitted ad cundem in this; 'The Degree of
Matfter of Arts was conferred on the Rev. Calvin Chadwick, of
Dartmouth College. '

The
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. The Degree of Doftor of Laws was conférred on the Hon
Benjamin Bourn, Tudge of the Circuit Court; and alfo on Sa-
muel Eddy, Secretary to the State of Rhode-l{land.

A prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Stillmian, clofed the exercifes of
the day.

D

EXTRACT OF LETTERS
From tar Rev. Dr. RocErs.

Philadelphia, Oct. 1, 1801.
EFORE ‘this can redch you, it is probable you
B will have heard of the fudden death of the Rev.
onathan Edwards, of Schenectaddy. * He died in the
beginning of Auguft. The doétor, you know, was pre-
fident of Union é;olleg‘e, avalnable man indeed, though
fome people have affeéted to call him a metaphyfical
_divine. . o _

The revival in our weftern world is aftonithing.
Some of owr Kentuckey minifters have baptized. up-
wards of three hundred in the courfe of a year. "Bro-
ther Richards, of Baltimore, informs me by letier, that
a Mr. Dupee, a young baptift preacher; from Kentuc-
key ftate, had told him, that two thoufand five hundred
perfons had, when he came frorn lhome, been baptized
1 the eourfe of eight iionths, and that the work was
rap_id}iy progreflive. May the religion of Jefus Chrift
fpread from fea to fea, and from the river to the ends
of the earth.

]  Oct. 7. 1801.
YEsTERDAY our Assocéation opened. Phe additions
were pleafing. I delivered the intioductory fertuon from
Pfalms Ixxxiv. 4. The Rev. James Ewing, of Hope-
well, New Jerfey, was chofen Moderator, and Dr. Wil-
liam Staughton, Clerk, I fay Dr. Staughton,.as he was
admitted to that honour in.the College of New Jerfey,
at their commencement laft week. Eighteen truftees
were prefent, and all unaninous for conferring the
degree. This will redound to their credit and liberali-
ty, as we have very few men among us who better or-
nament their ftations, or adoin the doétrine of God our

Saviour.
Extract
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Extract of part of a Letter from the Sabbatarian Baptist
Church, in Hopkinton, Rhode Island, to the Church
at Newpeort, ode Island, of the fame faith and
order ; from. the Rev. Mr., William Blifs, pastor of
the Church at Newport. '

Y HE prefent fituation of our church is profperous and
I flourifhing, confifting of five bundred and fifty eight
members, one hundred and twelve of which are abfent, ten
under admonitipns, and five under dealing. OQur church
officers are, three-elders, -three deacons, and two clerks : one
hundred and ten mémbers have been added fince our laft
yearly meeting, and the church is generally much united.

‘There have been four churches conftituted from the church
at Hopkintori: one at New London, Connc&icut; one at
Peterfburgh, in New York State, a large and flourithing
<hurch; one at Farmingtown, Conne&icut; one at Unadilla,
conftituted about two years paft, of -about thirty members:
We have two-large churches in the Jerfeys: one at Pilcataw,
and orie at Cohanfey.

——

SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL .
in AMERICA.
Exiract of a Letter from North Carolina, Iredell
County, August 11, 1801.

YHE revival of religion in Cumberland has extended
T over a vaft tra& of country, and is fill increafing.
How pleafing to the Chriftian, to hear of the shoufands of
fouls’ which are added to the Redeemer’s kingdom in -that
country. Mr. Hall, who went miffionary to the Natchez, has
returned, and gives a pleafing account of the profpe&s of re-
ligion in that lately favage country ; a number of churches are
formed there by him; about forty were added to the church-at
one communion, and there is every profpeé that the gofpel
will flourith. ’

We live in a day which is big with important events;
events which prefage the accomplithment of many ‘of the pro-
phecies, both ‘as they refpe& the civil and religious world.
In many parts of the civilized, as well as uncivilized world,
the pure gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift has been unwel-
come news. Men could not fit under their own fig tree, and
under their own vine, and worfhip God, according to the
dictates of their own confciences, without being made afraid ;

and
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and ir no nation under heaven is this freedom of confcience
found in fo great a degree as it is in our highly favoured land.
But it js hoped the Lord Jehovah, is preparing the way for
the general fpread of the gofpel throughout the world, and
that an effeftual door will foon be opened in all the nations of
the earth.

Little do the great men and potentates of the earth. think,
that while they are contending with each other, dividing
kingdoms and empires, and drenching the earth with the blood
of the flain, they are only fulfilling what the Holy Ghoft has
long foretold by the mouth of the prophets: < I will overturn,
and overwrn, until he fhall come whofe right it is to reign,”
Little do the infidels in our day think, that by the ftand they
are making againft divine revelation, they are now,, like the
ancient Jews and Gentiles, who crucified the Lord of 'life and
glory, accomplifhing many. important predi&ions of the Old
and New Teftament. But God fits in the Heavens and laughs
at them, and will, in {pite of all their hellith malice, carry
on his own vaft defigns. His minifters, the preachers of his
everlafting gofpel, are founding the alarm in his hely moun-
tain, and the Spirit of the Lord is poured out in.Europe,
America, and many of the Ifles of the fea.” We do find that
the wildernefs bloffoms as the rofe, and the church of the
Lord fpreads forth her roots as the cedars of Lebanon. For
twelve months paft, God, in his great ‘mercy has, in a very
particular manner, favoured thefe United States. In Ken-
tucky and Tenneflee, the Prefbyterians, the Baptifts, and Me-
thodifts have been particularly favoured, The following is an

Extract of a Letter from a Presbyterian.

My Dear Friend, Bourbon County, Auguft 9, 1801.

AM on my way to one of the greateft meetings of the kind
I perhaps ever known, it is on a facramental occafion. 'Re-
ligion has got to fuch a height here, that people attend from
a great diftance ; on this occafion I doubt not but that there
will-be ten thoufand people, and perhaps five hundred wag-
gons. The people encamp on' the ground, and-continue
praifing God, at fome of theft afleiations, for a week before
they break upt.

4+ It will probably be found that fome enthufiafm has attended this
aftonithing work ; but it is earneflly to be defired that all diforder
and irregnlarity fhould be prevented, left the wieked world may be

tempted to blafpheme. EDITOR.
This
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This, my dear Sir, is a new thing in the Prefbyterian
church, and many oppofe the work; but for my part, I be-
lieve it to be a glorious  work, and an uncommon difplay of
the power of God.

Iam told by eye-witnefles, that Prefbyterian, Baptift, and
Methodift minifters unite, break bread together in token .of
their chriftian love and fellowthip the one with the other, and
are mutually ftriving to build up the church of Chrift, Does
not this prefage the time being at hand, when the watchmen
fhall fee eye to eye, and lift up their voices like trumpets—
when many fhall fun to and fro, and knowledge thall increafe
in the earth; and when God fhall fet watchmen upon the
walls of his chriftian Jerufalem, who fhall not hold their
peace, but cry day and night! until that time, ye that make
mention of the Lord, keep not filent, but give him no reft
until he make Jerufalem a rejoicing, and his people his
glory,

—

TO THE REV. DR, RIPPON.
DEAR SIR,

The following letter was fome years ago fent to the printer of
a periodical work in this country, for infertion, by a
foreign riobleman, at thay time refiding in England; and
having been pleafed with a perufal, and underftanding its
authenticity to'be confidently attefted, have now fent it to
you, thinking, that if you will fayour it with a place.in
your Regifter, it may be generally accejtable and ufefg.

A LETTER FROM M, BE VOLTAIRE TO THE KING OF
PRUSSIA¥,
SIR,

Y F the fevere difgrace which interrupted all correfpondence.
- with your majefty be flill recent in my memory, the' con-
fidence with which you formerly honoured me, and the fa-
vours you-heaped upon me, have made a far deeper.impreflion
upon my heart. Gratitude fhould ftifie all refentment in a
generous mind,  Genius, talents, and the moft fublime vir-
tues, are ever taxed by humanity with fome imperfeétions.
In the inipetuous whirlwind of youth, when the paffions
ferment with almoft irrefiftible violence, every thing 1s facri-
ficed to the pleafure of the fenfes. A variety of feducing ob-
je€ts that affail us, eclipfe the feeble rays of that bud of reafon
which does not again regain its empire till age and refle¢tion
have conquered our moft prevailing defires. - The matk then
drops, the illufion ceafes, and all thofe brilliant chimeras

# The king of Pruffia, to whom this is addrefled, was the Great Frederic,
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which had . fafcinated our bewildered imagination, are dffipa-
ted like an infe&ious vapour, which leaves nothing behind
* but difgufl, averfion, and the keeneft repentance.

Slaves to opinion, and feduced by the ambition of paffing

for men of fathion, wits, and geniufes, above vulgar preju-
dice, we defpife as popular errors, the moft important, the
moft facred truths, and our eyes begin fo open, when old age,
anticipated by all the refinements of voluptuouinefs, leayes us
no other fenfations but thofe of regretand pain—the fatal con-
{fequences of a prophane, diffolute life! It'is in this interval
which fucceeds the tranquility of the paffions; and is the pre~
lude to the horrors of the grave, that the moft bitter reflec-
tions, and moft cruel remorfe of a confcience juftly alarmed,
poifon the laft period of our exiftence ;' happy if our enfeebled
organs do nor reduce our faculties to mere animal in-
#in&, and Jeave us withoat any veftiges of a thinking being.
Perhtaps a puerile imbecility concludes our excefles and facri-
legious purfuits. What a dreadful ftate is a trapfition without
recollettion from libertinifim and impiety, to the fupreme tri-
bunal of the incorruptible Judge of the whole univerfe!
_ The infallibility, which every man of the leaft eminence in
the republic of letters, feems to arrogate to himfelf in the moft
fingular opinions; the pre-eminence which he claims over his
antagonilts, the thame of r'etra&ing favourite errors, fupported
by fallacious fophifms, and publiciy promulgated’; the fear of
lofing a reputation obtained by illufive paradoxes, and an en-,
chanting flile: a pufillanimous deference for the judgment of
{ome. writers, fearful of their eamity and cenfure, are com-
monly the motives that induce him to perfevere to the end in
the avowal of maxims the moft pernicious. to fociety againft
{elf-conviction.

Rank, titles, dand fame, give credit to the moft odious
principles, and the moft perverfe notions. The multitude who
receive no impreflicn but from the reprefentation of thofe who
govern ‘and inftra&t them, adopt, without daring to refle®
upon, .or examine the moft extravagant dogmas of thefe pre-
ceptors to huimnan nature, ‘and are lefs influenced by their own
judgment than the idea- they have ‘formed of thefe pedants
decifions. Hence arifes that contagious depravity, and thofe

- horrid crimes, the progrefs of which, honour, a fentiment
unknown to the mulfitude, cannot flop withput the auxiliary
aid of a fublime moral, and a religion ¢alculated for the mu-
tual goed of {overcigns and nations. -

Powerful, formidable monarchs, whe ¢command millions of
men, and invincible legions! that religion which yeu defpife,
and whofe'moft facred precepts you turn into ridicule, is, ne-

S verthelefs
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verthelefs, the firongeft buttrefs to your thrones, and the moft
refpeable tie of fociety ; the moft certain gaurantee of your
authority, and of thefubordination of the people: it is religion
that muft be refponfible for their fidelity and fervice, which
compels them to lavifh their blood and fortunes for your de-
fence and prefervation ; by this, good order, peace, and har-
mony are fupported among vour fubjeéts, as well as that fpis
rit of concord and univerfal benevolence which unite them
like one great family : - In fine, it is religion that ftops the re-
gicide hand ef the malecontent, profcribed and-difgraced, and
prevents his avenging your violence and injuftice. Were there
no religion, each one would give a loofe to his paflions, each
one would exert his firength to opprefs the weak, his cunning
to deceive the fimple, his eloguence to feduce the credulous,
his credit to deftroy commerce, his power to promulgate ter-
ror, horror, blood-fhed, carnage—ithocking diforders in them-
felves, but neceflary upon the principles of incredulity. Ter-
reftial honour is but a fuperficial virtue, the art of difguifing
one’s felf ‘to the eyes of man, to deceive them with politenefs,
rather to-appear virtuous than really to be fo.

Know -your intereft -better; inftead of forcingall the trench-
es that God ‘has raifed againft the wickednefs of human na-
ture, encouraging ‘your fubjedts to he obftinately ineredulous,
in order to be pedceable villains; to give the lie to heaven,
earth, thefea, nature, and all the-elements; fupport by your
ediéts and your example, religion as a revelation derived from
heaven, and founded upon a thoufand proofs; anticipate:the
prayers of evil, and form youth {0 as'to be able to-withftand
the impreffion of incredulity and libertinifm.

How:corrupt muft we’be to hate a religion without which
we cannot avoid-beirig'miferable? Do not the happieft of men
fland 'inneed of its-affiftance. How ‘much uneafinefs affails the
throne! Kow many difgracesatténd a court! How various the
mortifications in‘the army ! ‘Whatinnumerable accidents wait
on'trade ! How uncertain isfcience! What bitters are' blended
with the greateft pleafures! To how many attacks are the beft
reputations fubjeét ! What inconftancy is there in riches! What
isfidelity in friendfhip! What viciffitudes in fortune! Wifer-
able man, who will fupport thee againlt fo many evils! What
a fhocking confolation we receive from the pafiions in thefe
dreadful periods of our life! How incapable is even philofo-
phy to relieve a wretched mortal in the bed of infirmity,
racked with the gout, and tortured with the ftone! Oh how
neceflary is religion,  particalarly at that fatal crifis which ter-
minates all the fteps of our life! What can fupport a-man
tilting againft Death, that grim king of terrors, if it be not

' : religion!
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religion! a man who fees his greatnefs humbled, his treafures
feized upon, his dearc{t ties deftroyed, his {fenfes benumbed, his
grave dug, the world vanifhing from his fight, and his foul -
divided between the fate of annihilation, and the horrid fear -
of being delivered up to an avenging God!

The deift, in admitting the exiftence of a {fupreme Being,
creator of the univerfe, maintains that this firft Being is too
great and too high to caft his eyes down upon earth,-and
atiend to the works of -a creature, as mean and indigent as
man ;, But is this-the idea we fhould entertain of the divinity?
"The dire&ion of the courfe of the fun, the government of the
world, the formation of this multitude of beings which are
created in nature, the condu® of the univerfe, cannot exhauft
this Intelligence who is thz objett of our devotion. Whilit
his thoughts in their vaft extent,” embrace all poffible exifting
creatures, he has prefent befor. his eyes each individual, as if
he were occupied with one fole objedt.

The Difpofer of fcepters and crowns has placed you, Sire, at
the head of a nation powerful and . warlike, which you have
formed by your infiru&ion, and your example. Yoar know-
ledge and your writings have {ecured you the pre-eminencein
-the empire of lettérs; the wifdom of your inftitutions and your
foundations, your admirable fagacity i the art of governing,
and the internal police of your flates, have jufily conferred up-
on you the titles of Politician and Legiflator. “Your victories,
your triumph and your conquefts have made you the arbiter
of the fate of Europe. What a pity would it be'if fuch extenfive
knowledge, fuch talents and virtues, fhould only obtain tem-
porary honours and diftinétions, if your majefty thould pervert
thofe gifts of heaven for the mifery and defolation of mankind !
You have nothing left to defire.in this word, Sire, but the au-
guft dtle of chriftian hero. My, wifhes for your majefty have
a more extenfive objeét than tranfitory happinefs. May you,
Sire, give to the world the magnanimous example of the fub-
lime virtae of chrifiianity, and publicly difavow, as I do at
prefent; thofe erroncons principles and impious opinions which
will otherwife be tranfinitted with your writingsto pofterity.

I have the honour to be with the moft profound veneration,
Sire,
Your Majefty’s moft humble,
and moft obedient fervant,
AroET DE VoLTAIRE,

OR-
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'ORDINATION
At Newpore, RuovE. Ifland.

O~ May 13th, .1801. the Rev. Joswua Braprry, B. A.
was ordained colledgue paftor with the Rev. Garpn:ir
TrHursTON, inthe fecond Baptift charch in Newport, a very
pleafing fermon was preached on the occafion, by the Rev.
SteruEn Gawo, A. M. paftor of the Baptift church in Pro-
vidence, on 1 Cor.iv. 1. Let a man _fo account of us, as of the
minifters of Chriffy and flexvards of the myfleries of God. - It has
been printed by défire of the church at Newport, with the
charge, and with the addrefs, which was delivered at giving
the right hand of fellowfhip. As they will afford a {pecimen
of the folemn manner in which the ordination fervices are
conduéted among our American brethren, we extralt the
whole charge and addrefs.

Charge by the Rev. Joun PiTMAN,

DEear BroTHER,

The tranfa&ions of this.day, teftify our belief that Chriff
Fefus our Lord hath enabled thee, for that he counted 1hee fasth-
Ful, pulting thee into the minifiry, The work is great and in-
terefting to thyfelf, and others.- Thou art placed as onthe
walls of Zion 5 her welfare muft be thy care, as it is intimately
conneéted with the honour of Cligift. Nothing proclaims
the glory of the Redeemer more than the Church in the
exercife of the authority with which he has invefted her.
While fhe walks in bis commands, and obferves - bis ordi-
nances, {he appears fair as the moon, clear as the fun, and
terrible as an army with banners, and prefents fo angels the
manifold wifdom of God. To have a name and a place in
her muft then be honourablé and advantageous. "Of what
importance therefore is it to be a leader, a guide, or
overfeer, ¢ to feed the flock of God 'which he hath pur-
chafed with his own blood!” We may well cry with Paul,
*¢ Who is fufficient for thefe things ?** But as the great Sheps;
herd has afcended on high, and given gifts to men, even
the rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell amongft uz ;
as he pofleffes all power in heaven and in earth, and has
commiffioned fome of his difciples to go forth, and proclaim
falvation to a guilty world, we may depend on his fuppoit,
and go with courage, relying on that promife, ¢ Lo 1 am
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Truft-
ing’ therefore, that God has called thee by his grace, to the
knowledge and lave of the trath as it isin Chrift Jefus, that
thou art confcious it is thy duty to Chrift, to his c]xurch(i

an
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aud to poor finpers, to take upon thee this importdnt er-
ployment to which thou-haft now been folemnly fet apart;
permit me to difcharge the duty affigned me, at this time, to
give thee the folemn and important charge. 4

I therefore charge thee in the prefence of God, whofe eye
penetrates the inmoft receffes of the foul-before the Lord
Jefus Chrift who fhall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom,—and before the ele&t Angels,
who are guardians to the chyrch, and rejoice at the repent-
ance of every finner—Preach the word, be inftant in {eafon

and out of feafon: reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all lon
{uffering and doftrine. Take heed to thyfelf in all things,
thowing thyfelf a pattern of good works. Much depends on
thy conduét, the eyes of all men are upon thee; the pious
-with ardent withes and prayers for thy welfare and ufefulnefs ;
the enemies of our holy religion,” watching for thy halting,
feeking occafion to wound thy character, and reproach the
'Elorious caufe thou haft engaged to-maintain, I charge thee
e careful in the choice of thy companions. A man’s aflo-
ciates foon give a cdft to his deportment. Thou mayeft as
well expe&t totake fire in thy bofom, and not be burned, -as
to affociate with the immoral and prophane and not become
trifing in thy condu&, and embarrafled in thy preaching.
The fituation in which thou art now placed, will expofe thee
to all clafles of company?j the poor, and the rich. The former
claims thy firft attention, as they are moft numerous, for God
has chofen the poor in this world, rich in faith, ;and -heirs of
the kingdom. They will moft need thy inftruétion and fym-
pathy in their complicated trials, and if thy circumftances
will admit, to open the hand of charity ;. if not, it will be.in
thy power t6 recommend them to others. When thon art in
company with the opulent, take the Lord Jefus Chrift as thy
pattern, who on fuch occafions ever taught the méft ufeful
and important leflons, and conduéted himfelfin fuch a mat-
ner as'made it manifeft, that ‘his Father’s honour was near his
heart, Take heed to thy do&rine. Remember that the ever-
lafting love of God, is the-foundation of all our hope. .God
Jo toved the world that he gawe his only begotten Son.that.cvho-
Soeer believeth on him foould not perifb but hawue cverlafting life.
Bear in mind the do&rine of the depravity of the human
heart; this reflets the higheft glory on the Redeemer, who
can'fave to the uttermoft. Never forget the great Atonement ;
that Jefus  Chrift was delivered for our offences, and raifed
again for our juftificatien. Infift much on the effectual ope-
ration of the fpirit of God in changing the heart. Except a
man be born again he cannot fee-the kingdom of God. ~Zealonfly
maintain the final perfeverance of believers. I give unto
them
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them eternal life and they fhall mever perifh. Let the refur.
retion of the dead be brought to view as of infinite import-
ance, knowing that preaching and faith are vain without it.
Keep not back-the final feparation of the righteous and the
-wicked. He that believeth fhall be faved, be that belicveth
not fball ke damned. Take heed to thofe things, as the honour
of God, the comfort of faints, and the hope of finners, can
only be fupported by, them.  Take heed to the dotrine of
baptifm, never admit 'one to this ordinance till thou art
fully perfuaded he is a believer in the Lord Jefus Chrift.
Finally, my brother, I charge thee to take the Bible for the
rule of thy faith and pralice; teach nothing which that will
not fupport. Give thyfelf to meditation and prayer—live
near to God, be much in thy clofet; to come from thence to
the pulpit, will be more comfortable to thy own mind, and
beneficial to them that hear thee.
May the great Shepherd enable thee to attend to thefe
thing's, make thee ufeful till death ; and finally give thee the
reward of a faithful fervant, Amen.

Right-hand of Fellowfbip, by the Rev. Joel Briggs.

Dear Brother,

The part affigned me by the council of churches, on the
folemn, but joyful tranfattions of this day, is, in their be-
half, to exprefs our mutual approbation and fellowfhip in
your confecration to the work of the miniftry, gnd the paf-
toral charge of this part of Zion. :

. Dear Brother, as we have had an opportunity of hearing
the declaration of your faith in Chrift, fyftem of doétrine,
and call to the facred work, we do moft cheerfully approve
them.

As the Apoftles, in feparating their brethren to the great
work of the miniftry, not only laid hands on them, but gave
them the right-hand, as a cordial token of their fellowthip,
and prayers for. their fuccefs :

In imitation of the apoftolic prattice, with warm affe@ion, I
prefent you Brother, with the right hand ; accept it as a to-
ken of our friendfhip and love, asalfo, of our fraternal Fel-
lowfhip with you in the arduous, but delightful work of
preaching the everlafting gofpel of Jefus Chrift.
~ We therefore bid you welcome to the facred office, with
our fervent and beft withes, that God would firengthen you
by his Almighty power, to difcharge the important truft to
divine acceptance, and to the winning of many fouls to your
blefled and adorable mafter, fo that-at laft you may fhine
as the brightnefs of the firmament, and as the ftars for ever
end ever, Amen. A FACT,

DEC, 1801.] FFF
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A FACT, OR A FABLE;
Being a Supplement to the Report of Robefpierre.

UT a few days after the Bifhop.of Paris and his vi-
cars had fet the example of renouncing their clerical
charafer, a curi from a village on the banks of. the Rbone,
followed by fome of.his parifhioners, with an offéring of gold,
filver, faints’ chalices, rich veftments, &c. prefented himfelf
at the bar of the houfe. The fight of the gold put the Con-
vention in very good humour, and the curi, a thin venerable
looking man, with grey hair, was ordered to fpeak: ¢ I came,

faid he, from the village ofe— , where the only good

bailding flanding (for the chattean had been pulled down) is
a very fine church; my parithoners beg you will take it to
make a hofpital for the fick and wounded of both parties,
they being equally our countrymen ; the gold and filver,. part
of which we have brought you, they entreat you will devote
to the fervice. of the State ; and that you will caftthe bells
into cannon, to drive away its foreign invaders. For myfelf,
I.am come with great plealure to refign my letters of ordina-
tion, of indudtion, and every deed or title, by which I bhave
beenconftituted a member of your ‘ecclefiaftical polity. Iam ftill
able to fupport myfelf with'the labour of my hands, and I beg
you to believe that I never felt fincerer joy than 1 now do in
making this renunciation—I havé longed to {ee this day; I fee
it, and am glad.” ,

% When the old man had done {peaking, applaufes were
immoderate. You are an honeft man; faid. they all at
once; a brave fellow, you do believe in God ; and the Prefi-
dent advanced to give him the fraternal embrace. The curi
did not feem greatly elated with thefe tokens of approbgtion ;
he retired back a few fteps, and thus refumed his difcourfe:

.<¢ Before you applaud my fentiments, it is fit you under-
ftand them ; perhaps they may not entirely coincide with your
own. I rejoice in this day, not becaufe I with to fee re-
ligion degraded, but becaufe I with to {ee it exalted and
purified. By diffolying its alliance with the State, you
" give it dignity and independence ; you have done it a piece of
fervice which its well-withers would never have had courage
10 render it, but which is the only thing wanted to” make it
appear in its genuine luftre and beauty.  Nobody will now fay
of me, when I am performing the offices of my religion—~—It is
his trade—he is paid for telling the people fuch and fuch things
~-he is hired-to-keep up a ufeful piece of mummery. * They
canuot now fay this ; and therefore I feel myfeif raifed in my
own. efteem, and fhall fpeak to them with 2 confidence and
franknefs, which before this I never durft ventare to aflume.
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¢ We refign, without reluftance, our gold and filver
images and ernibroidered veftments, becaufe that we have never
found, that looking upon gold or filver made the heart more
pure, or.the affe&tions more heavenly : we can alfo fpare our
chutchesj for the heart that withes to lift itfelf up to God, will
never be at a lofs for room to do it inj—but we cannot {pare
“our religion, becaufe to tell you the truth, we never had fo
much occafion for it. 1 underftand that vou accufe us priefls
of having told the people,a great many falfehoods. I fuppofe
this may have been the cafe; but till this day we have never
been allowed to inquire, whether the things which we taught
them were true or not.  You required us formerly to receive
them all without proof, and you now would- have us rejet
them all without diftrimination. Neither of thefe modes of con-
du& becomes philofophers, fuch as you would be thought to
be. Iam going to employ myfelf diligently, along with my
parifhioners, to fift the wheat from -the ‘bran, the true from

the falfe: 1f we are not fuccefsful, we fhall be at lezft fincere.
< I do fear, indeed, that while I wore thofe veftments which
we have brought you, and fpoke in the large gloomy building
which we have given up to you, I told my poor flock many
idle flories. I cannot but hope, however, that the errors we
have fallen into have not been very material, fince the village
has in general been fober and good : the peafants are honeft,
docile, and laborious; the hufbands love their wives, and the
wives their hufbands ; they are fortunately not too rich to be
compaflionate, and they have confiantly relieved the fick and
fugitives of all parties, whenever it has lain in their way. I
think, therefore, what I have tafight them cannét be fo very
much amifs.  You waiit to extirpate priefts : but.will you hin-
dér the ignorant from applying for inftruétion, the unhappy
for comfort and hope, the unlearned from looking up to the
learned? If vou do not,.you will have priefts, by whatever
name you will order them to be calleds but it is certainly not
neceffary they fhould wear a particular drefs, or be appointed
by flate letters of ordination. My letters of ‘ordination are,
my zeal, -my charity, my ardent love for my dear children of
the village—if I were more learned, I fhould add my know-
ledge ;s but,-alas! we all know very little; to man every error

is pardonable, but want of humility.

¢ We have a public walk, with a fpreading elm tree at one
end of it, and a circle of green round it, with a convenient
bench. Here I fhall draw together the children as'they are
‘playing round me, I fhall point to the vines laden with
fruit, ‘to the orchard, to the herds of cattle lowing round us,
to the diftant hills-firetching one behind another, and they
will atk me how thefe things came? I fhall tell them ail [
FFF2 know
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know or have heard from wife men who have lived before me ,
they will be penetrated with'love and veneration ; they will
kneel, I fhall kneel with them; they will not be at my feet;
bat all of us at the feet of that good Being, whom we fhall
worthip together ; and thus they will receive within their ten-
der minds, & religion. The old men-will come fometimes
from having depofited under the green fod one cf their com-
panions, and place themfelves by my fide; they will look
wifhfully at the turf, and anxioufly inquire—Is ke gone for
ever ? Shall ave be foon like him ? awill no morning break over
the tomb ? When the avicked ceafe from troubling, Will the good
ceafe from doing good 2 We will talk of thefe things; I will
comfort them; I will tell them of the goodnefs of God ; I
will fpeak to them of a life to come; I will bid them hope
for a ftate of retribution.

¢ In a clear night, when the ftars {lide over our head, they
will atk what thofe bright bodies are, and by what rule they
rife and fet; And we will converfe about different forms of
being, and diftant worlds, in the immenfity of {pace, go-
verned by the fame laws, till we feel our minds raifed from .
what is grovelling, and refined from what is fordid.

< You talk of Nature—this is nature; and if you could at
this moment extinguith religion in' the minds of all the world,
thus would it be kindled again. Youhave changed our holy .
days ; you have an undoubted right, as our civil governors,
fo to do;’ it is very immaterial whether they are kept once in
feven days, or once in ten; however, you will leave us, and
when they occur, I fhall tell thefe who choofe to hear me, of
the beauty and utility of virtue, and of the dignity of up-
right conduct. We fhall talk of good men who have lived in
the world, and of the doérines they have taught ; and if any
of them have been perfecuted and put to death for their virtue,
- we thall reverence their memories the more—1I hope in all this
there is no harm. There is a2 book, out of which I have
fometimes taught my people: It fays, we are to love thofe
who do us hurt, and to pour oil and wine into the wounds of
a firanger; it has enabled my children to bear patiently the
{poiling of their goods, and to give up their own intereft to
the general welfare. ~ 1 think it ‘cannot be a very bad book.
I'with more of it had been read in your town ; .perhaps you
would not have had fo many aflaffinations and maffacres. Tn
this book we hiear of a perfon called JESUS ; -fome worfhip him
as a God; others, as I am told, fay it is wrong to do fo ;—
fome teach that he exifted before the beginning of ages; others,
that he was born of Jofeph and Mary. I cannot tell whether
thefe controverfies will ever be decided; but in the mean

time,
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time, I think we cannot do otherwife than well, in imitating
him; for I learn that he loved the poor, and awent about doing
vod.

e Fellow citizens, as I travelled hither from my own vil-
lage, I faw peafants fitting amongft the fmoaking ruins of their
cottages ; rich men and women reduced to deplorable poverty;
fathers lamenting their children in the bloom and pride of
youth: -and I faid to myfelf—ztkef2 people cannot afford to part
with their religion.  But indeed you cannot’ take 1t away; if,
contrary to your firft declaration, you choofe to try the expe-
riment of perfecuting it, you will only make us prize it the
more, and love it the better.  Réligion, true or faif, is fo ne-
ceffary to the mind of man, that you have already begun to
make yourfelves a new one.. You are fowing the feeds of fu-
perflition at the moment you fancy you are deftroying fuper-
ftition ; and in two or three generations your pofterity will be
worthipping fome clum{y idol, with™ the rights perhaps of a
bloody Moloch, or a lafeivious Thamufar. It was not worth
while to have been philofophets, and deftroyed the images of
ourfaints for this; but let every one choofe the religion that
pleafes him: I and my parifhioners are content with our’s; it
teaches us to bear the evils your childith or fanguinary decrees
have helped to bring upon the country.”

The curi turned his footfteps homeward; and the Con-
vention looked for fome minutes on one another, before they
refumed their work of blosd.

THE YORK AND LANCASHBIRE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
ASSEMBLED AT MANCHESTER.

May 27, ¥8o1.—~Met at 2 o’clock. Brether Davis opened the meet-
ing with a.hymn and prayer, ‘Bro. Hartley preached from Rom. v. 10.
Bro. Dickenfon read the circular letter ¢ on rke nature and ufe of tae
moral law,” and concluded with prayer, Met 2gain at halfpaft 6 o’clock,
Bro. Aitken prayed. Bro. Davis preached from Epk. ii. 8. and con-
cluded. Thursday morning, met for -prayer at 6 oclock, when the
letters from the feveral churches were read by Bro. Littlewood who
was chofen moderator, and concluded with prayer. Met again at half
paft g o’clock. Bro. Lathem prayed, after*which, Brothers Hirft and
Fawecett preached. The former from Luke xv. 2. and the latter from
Phil. iii. 1. and concluded in the ufual way. Ordered that the circu-
lar letter be printed, and that the fubjett of the next letter thould be
the importance of Family Religion, and that Brother Fawcett be requetted
to draw it up: That on Lord’s day evering. july, 26, 1801, the
churches are to meet at’ their refpective places exprefsly for the pur-
pofe of offering folemn prayer to God to revive his caufe which ap-
pears to be in a declining ttate, That an additional letter thould be
printed, the fubject, ‘the beff means to promote a revival of religion in the
churches of Cbrift ; Brother Fawcett was alfo requefted to draw itup.
That the next affociation be held at Blackburn, the Wednefday and
Thurfday, in Witfun-week ; and that the following minifters be re-
quefted to preach. viz.. Brothers Davis, Littlewood, and Fawcett,
Senior, Decreafe of ten members in thefe churches.



A LIST

OF THE

MINISTERS to sz ENGAGED, anp or TiE SUBJECTS 10 5r DISCUSSED,

IN THE ,

MONTHLY EXERCISES

OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES,
From NovemBer 1801, o January 1803.

N. B. The Day on which thefe Monthly Exercifes are carried on, is the Thurfday after the firft Lord’s Day in every Month.

Divine Service to begin at Eleven o’Clock preeifely.

TIME,
18cr1.
November

December

18u2,
Fanuary

February

March

PLACE,

Mr. Mawrice's

Meflrs. Towl€
and Barber's

Mr. Clayton’s

Mr. Brookfbank's {

Mr. Humphreys's {

1
{
{

SUBJECTS. | PrREACHERS. |

The: Utility of Seminaries for Religion and Learning, .
with a View to the Chriftian Mgziﬁr;y. ’}, Mr. Knight
The Scripture Doftrine of a Trinity'of Perfons in the

Godbead 5 as oppafed to the ervoneous Sentiments of L Mr, Ford
the Arians, Sabellians, and Socimians.

The Caufe, Ewil, and Danger of not enduring found
Doltrine.

Wherei s the Due Objervance of the Ghriffian :
;Z«;ana;ﬁ o ’ 4 , kﬁ _}Mr. Clayton:

How can e bef} oppofe Antinomianifin, without en- .
couraging Se[fi/li?igbteaxq'nq/sf 4 }Mr. Reynols

}iVIr Kelto..

Mr. Wall
Mr. Barber

'Mr. Reynolds

Mr. Gaffee

- Mr., Goode

" MINISTERS TO PRAY.
| Mr. Humphreys-

Mr. Clayton:

Mr Knight

1 Mr. Ford

Mr. Jennings:



TINE.
April
May

Fune

Ky
Auguft
September
Oﬂobkr

November

December

1 ';30'3 .
Fanuary

PLACE,
Mr. Gaffee's

| Mr. Ford's

. Mr. Barker's

Mr. Jennings's
Mr. Reynolds's
Mr, Kello's
Mr. Goode's
Mr, Wall's

Mr. Knight's

M. Thorpe's

From April 1802, to January 1808.

1 _ SUBJECTS. | PREACHERS.
The Sinfulnefs of Spiritual Pride, and the Means of .
{ repreffing it. ’ }Mr. Goode

| The Dofriné of the Atonement confiftent with Reafor, | Mr. Thorpe

Wherein confifis the Difference betoween that Knoww-
ledge which a Natural Man may receive from the
Preaching of the Gofpel, and that which a Spiri-
tual Man receives.?

i awbat Senfe do Men refift the Holy Spirit.? | Mr. Gaffee

f What is the beft Method of Comforting Affiicted C””'}Mr Maurice
Jciences ? ' ’

| Confiftency of Condul® in the Profeffors of Religion, | Mx. Baiker

{‘2’/]5 Duty of Chriftions under the more myflerious Dif- } M. j’eﬂnihgs
penfations of Divvine Prowidence. :

{Ha: Fefus Chrift preferibed any Particulay Rules for Y Mr. Towle or
the Government of his Church ? Mr. Barber
When may apparent Revials in Religion, be confidered

{ as the Work of God ? ’ Mr. Wall

and if fo, by what Means

' { Is a full Affurance of an Inter;/! in Chrift, attainable }'Mr. Brook(bank

Mr. Humphreysf Mr, Jennings

‘MINISTERS TO PRAY.

Mr. Thorpe Mr. Maurice
M. Brookfbank] Mr Reynolds
Mr. Kellp

|Mr.Fora  Mr. 'Wall

Mr. Towle | Mr. Gaffee

Mr. Knight Mr. Thorpe

Mr. Humphreys| Vr. Barber

Mr. Maurice Mr. Goode

Mr. Clayton Mr. Brookfbank

M. Kello Mr. Barker



ORIGINATL POETRY.

ExoDUS XXiX. 20—=Then ffall thou #:1[ | LEV. x. 3—And Aaron, held his

the tamy and fprinkle the bloed, Se., ‘peace.
fale 4 LTHO’ a friend I lofe
3 NOT for our fakes doth God A ‘A parent or a child,

But pardoning grace eomes flow-

2

forgive

The crimes that we have done, My fins fo great fhall I refufe

A punifhment {0 mild ?
ing thro’ 2 Tho’ ftorms arife, and winds
The blood of Chrift his Son. From adverfe qu,arters roar,

That blood atones for all our| The thip where Chrift the pilot is
. fins, Shall {afely reach the fhore.
And, when it is apply’d,

We boldly fay who can condemn, | 3. Of {fome good things bereft

"3
(o]

For Jefus Chrift hath dy’d? Far better ftill remain,
J ve My God is left, my heaven is left,

Tis this that purifies the foul ) i
And makeés our nature clean ;, Why then thould § complain.

be this blood apply’d to me,
Till not a fpot remain ! j

Mg. B BeppoME.

C’o,

Cre.

Cho.

€ho.

€he.

PeaceE AnND PreNTY.

RITONS, rejoice, prepare the tuneful firing,
In fweeteft notes your Maker’s praifes fing 3
He with his bounty crowns the {miling year,
Supplies your wants, and banifhes your fear.
-With grateful hearts the God of love adore,
Let praifes found aloud from fhore to fhore.

Unnumber’d bleflings from his throne he fends;,
And now the olive-branch of peace extends ;
PEACE the rich gift which gladdens ev'ry foul}
O let the tidings {pread from pale to pole !
Europe, rejoice, the God of Peace adore, -
Let praifes found aloud from fhote to fhore.

The fword no more thall boaft its thoufands flain,
Nor fields be drench’d with human blood again ;
Inteftine murmurs now fhall ceafe to fpread,
And gloomy difcord hide his fullen head.
England, rejoice, the God of peace adore,
Let praifes found aloud from fhore to thore.

Commerce again within yeur gates thall fmile,
And peace and plenty crown your happy ifle.
But dare not in the paths of vice to tread,
Left Heav’n in anger firike your comforts dead.
With humble hearts the God of peace adore,
Let praifes found aloud from fhore to thore.

And while his folemn praife you gladly fing,

Let ev’ry Briton cry, ¢ God {ave the King I

Long may his royal throne and kingdom ftand,

‘While truth and virtue flourith through the land.”
Britons, rejoice, thc God of peace adore, o
Let praifes foun:i aloud from fhorg to fhore. J.FawcerT,



f 711373
HISTORY

OF THE

BAPTIST CHURCHES IN NORTHAMPTON ¥,
Part the Firft, by Dr. RYLaxD,

“7FHE Congregational church of Chrift at North-

ampton, was planted on O&. 27, 1697. Mr.
Davis, pafior of the church at Rothweii; Mr. Belfon,
paftor of the church at. Wellingborough, and Mr.
Shorten, paftor of a church at Kimbolton, in Hunt-
ingdonfhire, with fome private members of the faid
churches, having been fent at Meilengers, were wit-
nefles and advifers to this folemn action.”

Thefe people, when firft enchurched, ufed to meet
at an houfe, then known by the name of Lady Far-
mer’s, which was next to the watering-prace, in the
South Quarter. It {eems, a Mr. Ward, of Weedon-
in-the-Street, preached to them a littie while; but
fome wmifunderftanding arofe between them, which
yet was afterwards reconciled, and they parted in a
friendly, manner.

In the year 1700, the Rev. John Moore firft came
among them, and after preaching to them for fome
months, he was, upon a folemn day of praver, Oé.
30, received iuto feliowlhip with them, by virtue of a
letter of difmiffion from a church of Chrift in Rofen-
dale, in Lancafhire. The fame letter contained the
difmiffion of Ann, his wife,

De¢. 3, 1700—On a folemn day of fafting and
prayer, Brother John Moore was folemnly chofen and
ordained to the office of a paftor by this church ; Mur.
Richard Davis, and Mr. Robert Bolderfon, meflengers
from the church at Rothwell, and Mr, Robert Beiton,
and Mr. Jof. Chater, mellengers from the church
at Wellingborough, being fpectators of that folemn
aét, befides many others, both profeffors, and of the
world.

* It will be neceffary, in reading this Hiftory, to remember, that
it was drawn up about the year 1793.~—Editor.

Jax. 1802. G G G They
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They made a pradtice from this time, of breaking
bread on every third Lord’s day and had a church
meeting on the preceeding Thur{day. ‘ '

Mefirs. Davis and Belion, above mentioned, were
Pzdobaptifts, and the majority of the ‘members in
their churches, from thattime to the prefent. (See
an account of Mr. Davis in Palmer’s Nonconformifts
Memorial.) Mr. Davis was fucceeded by the Rev.
Matthias Maurice, and afterwards by the Rev. Mofes
Gregfon. The prefént paftor at Rothwell is the Rev.
John Wood. Mr. Belfon’s church at Wellingborough,
is the fame to which the Rev. William Grant, a moft
afeful and laborious minifter, was paftor for many
years, and whofe fucceflor is the Rev. John Carver.

Mr. Moore, a man of confiderable learning, and
of good miniiterial abilities, was a Baptift, and fo
were moft of his people; but an entry was made in
the church book, foon after he came, in thefe words;
*¢ Whereas this church profefleth mixt communion,
as to matter of judgment concerning water baptifm;
it was agreed upon, and pafled as an aét, nem. con-
trad. that a few lines thould be inferted in the church
book, and annexed to the covenant, wherein our
members unanimoufly do folemnly engage not to im-
pofe, or refleit on one anether, as touching that
matter,”

Mr. Moore was a man of learning, acquainted with
both the original languages. I have Hutter's He-
brew Teftament, given to my father by the late Rev.
Mzr. Brine, of Cripplegate, who inherited it from Mr.
Moore, whofe daughter was Mr. Brine’s firft wife, Mr.
Brine printed a funeral fermon for her, and added an
account of her experiences.

I have feen a volume of fermons by Mr. Moore,
printed at Northampton in 1721, entitled, Some
Gofpel Truths plainly ftated, &c. in fundry difcourfes.
The firft fermion was preached at Great Woodhoufe,
near Leeds, in Yorkfhire, Aug. 22, 1703, from Pf. cv.
41. The running title is, Life and {aving Health thro’
Chrift crucified.  The fecond, Chrift as Mediator, a
Chriflian’s Treafury, preached at Heaton, near Brad-
ford, in Yorkfhire, June 24, 1711, from Col. 1. 1%;—

e
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The third, The Poor Man’s Cry heard and anfwered
preached at Great Woodhoufe, June 10, 1719, from .
Pl xxxiv. 6. Thele contajn 184 pages. Two dedi-
cations are prefixed; one to his couptrymen, friends,
and relations in Yorkfhire and Lancathire. The other,
to the congregational church of Chrift, affembling in
Coliege Lane, Northanpton, &ec. from which may
be gathered fome further particulars refpeéting his
birtm, converfion, &e¢. In the volume which I have
read, is annexed, a funeral fermon for Mrs. Mar
Foukes, Feb. 6, 172}, upon Lam. iii. 24. Jehovag
.Elohim, his people’s portion.—There was alfo pre-
fixed, though printed in 1722, God’s Matchlefs Love
to a finful World; the fubftance of feveral fermons,
preached at Brom{grove, in Worcefterihire, May 22
and 29, 1698.—~And a Dialogue betwixt an Awaken-
ed Sinner and a Merciful Saviour; compofed 1694,
with a divine poem, Chrift the firft Object of God’s
Love, &c. By Chriftophilus Philalethes. Printed
1723.

From the prefaces above mentioned, it may be
gathered, that the Rev. John Moore wasborn in 1662,
of pious parents, at Okeworth Hall, in the parith of
Kighley, in Yorkfhire, and educated under Mr. John
Moore, of Pendle Foreft, in Laucafthire, and Mr. W,
Hulfter, at Bingley, in Yorkthires He was firft a-
wakened and convinced at fixtecn years of age, and
continued nine years in great diftrefs of foul, till he
received confolation under the miniftry of Mr., Wil-
liam Mitchell, whofe labours were very fuccefsfal in
Yorkthire and Lancathire. In thofe parts Mr. Moore
himfelf began to preach, having joined a church in
Rofendale. After fome years he removed to Brom{
grove, in Worceflerfhire, and preached there about
one year and a half; from thence he came into North-
amptonthire, Nov, 9, 1099, in the 37th year of his
age, as Chaplain to Arthur Brooks, Efg. of Great
Oakley; but that religious Gentleman was feized with
a violent fever, and died abont a month after Mr..
Moore was received into his family : his lady being
differently minded from her lare hufband, refpeéting
divine ordinances, Mr. Moore perceived he could not

€Go 2 long
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long fiay there ; but was invited to preach in feveraf
neighbouring congregations, as at Kettering, Kim-
bolton, Corby, and at Northampton. . To which laft
place he removed with his family, in March 1700,
at the requett of the church; was invited to the pafto-
ral office, July 30; received a member, by difmiffion
from Rofendale, O¢t. 20; ordained paftor, Dec. 3,
1700. Died Jan. 14, 1726, aged 64. Rev. William
Grant preached his funeral fermon.

Mr. Moore kept a very accurate account of mem-
bers received, and alfo of the difcipline of the church,
which, in his time, was attended to with much care :
alfo, of all cafes wherein other neighbouring church-
es had any correfpondence with this church ; fo that
‘many hints may be gathered from the old church
‘book, refpelling the rife of other churches, and the
fettlement of .their minifters, to which meflengers
were 1nvited to behold their faith and order. The
dates may be of constiderable ufe towards the hiftory of’
other churches.

1700.—A refolution of the church is mentioned,
that the members of Mr. Terry’s church, at Kettering,
thould be admitted to oceafional communion.—1701,.
A like vote was pafled refpecting the members of the
church at Stephenton, in Bedfordfhire, to which Mr.
Negus was then paftor.—~1702, March 26, was ap-
pointed by the church as a day of fafting and prayer,
on account of national affairs, that the Lord would
ftill blefs and preferve Eugland, fecure and promote
his own caufe and intereft; give the newly proclaimed
Queen a {pirit of wifdom and government, &ec. Ano-
ther fimilar appointment is recorded, O&. 1, follow-
mg ; and many fubfequent ones, exprefiive of loyalty
to the houfe of Hanover, and coucern for the good
of the kingdom.—1702, Sep. 13. A letter was fent
by our people to the friends at Road, to defire an ac-
count. from them of the conftitution of their church,
and of their faith and order, that fo the way might be
clear 10 us, as to allowing our members to have tran-

 fient communion with them.

Mention is made of members being difmiffed to
ether churches: asin 1707, to Mr. Ridgley’s church

in
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ir Thames-ftreet, London; and to Mr, Noble’s, in
Great Eaft Cheap:—In 1712, to Mr. Wallin’s, in
London; and to Mr. Winckles, at Arnfby :=~—1715;
to Mr. Skepps, near Cripplegate, London:—1716, to
Mr. Neale’s, in Jewin-fireet, London :—1722, to Mr.
Davkes’s church, Wapping *. Befides frequent dif-
miflions to Rothwell, Wellingborough, and othex
neighbouring churches.

1701.—A letter was fent to Mr. Nefbitt, to folicit
the affifitance of the London churches.—1718, The
church returned thanks for an allowance of 51. from
the Baptift fund, which had been efiablifhed the pre-
ceeding year, en its prefent foundation, toward the
fupport of the miniftry .

1707 —A colletion was made towards building Mr.
Hufley’s Meeting-houfe, in Cambridge.—Advice was
afked by fome people at Newport Pagnell, formerly
belonging to Mr. Gibbs’s church, which had been of
late diffolved, whether they ought to begin theiv
church ftate anew.—1708, Meflengers were fent to
witnefs the ordination of Mr. Rudd, at Weeden Beck,
Thurfday, April 8.—June 2, Meflengers were fent to
the ordination of Mr. Sewell, at Thorpe Waterfield.~=
1709, Feb. 22. Meflengers invited to attend Mr.
Tingey’s ordination, at Caftlehill, Northampton.
(The church over which Dr. Doddridge was afier-
wards paftor.) In the fame year, June ¢2, Meffen~
gers were fent to the ordination of Mr. Robert Han-
well, at Newport Pagnell.—1710, The church at Pot-
ter{pury is mentioned, as having had Mr. Robinfon,
and before him, Mr. Harrifon, as paftors; but not
keeping up ftriét difcipline and order in the Indepen-
dent way.—1711, A people at Eaton, in Bedford-
fhire, afked advice refpeéting their enchurching.—
1712, Advice afked by a church aflembling at Marth
and Whittlefea. In May, a church was formed at
Goldington, near Bedford; and on the 4th of O&.
Benjamin Skinner, who had been received into our

* The Stri¢t Raptift churchesin London received members from
this'mixed communion church.---Editer.
+ Baptift Fund affifted mixt communion churches from the be-
ginuning~--Ederor,
ecG 3 church
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church by a letter of difiniffion from Hail-Wefton,,
and was called by our people to the miniftry, was
ordained paftor over the church at Goldington.—
1718, Aug. 18. Meflengers were fent to the ordina-~
tion of Jofeph Perry, at Hower.~1715, Mr. Fofter
ordained at the fame place.—~1707, Jofeph Perry re-
turned to Hower, and fettled there a fecond time.~—
1718, O&. 29, Our meflengers attended the ordina~
tion of Mr. Thomas Wallis, at Kettering, who fuc-
ceeded his father Mr. William Wallis.—1714, Sept. 2,
Meflengers fent to the ordination of Mr. Thomas
Caurtis, pafior of thenewly conftituted church at Ring-
ftead.—1715, Meffengers fent to Mr. Matthias Mau-
rice’s ordination at Rothwell, who had before preach-
ed at Olney. Upon occafion of receiving a member
from Walgrave this year; it is mentioned, that the
people there were not feparately embodied when the

- joined them, Mr. Barker is afterwards fpoken of as
‘minifter there.—1718. Sep. 24, Meflengers attended
the ordination of Mr. George Brincklow, at Clipftone,
where a charch had lately been formed, but which
was foon after diffolved. (The churchexifting there
now in 1793, was gathered much later.)—O¢t. 28,
Meflengers attended the ordination of Mr. Dawfon,
over a newly conftituted church at Olney.—In 1722,
June 21, Meflengers were invited to the ordination of
Mr. William Grant, as co-paftor with Mr, Belfon, of
Wellingborough.—Nov. 22, Meflengers attended the
ordination of Mr. Walter Overftow, as paftor of the
church at Thorpe Waterfield and Oundle —1724,
Sep. 20, Meflengers atiended Mr. Gibbon’s ordina-
tion at Olney.---O¢t. 29, They attended the ordina-
tion of Mr. W. Hall, at Higham Ferrers.

It was not only cuftomary for meflengers from other
churches to be thus invited to attend the formation
of new churches, or the fettlement of minifters; but
feveral neighbouring churches in friendly connection
with one another, both Baptifts and Padobaptifts,
but all firi& Independents in point of difcipline, were
ufed to appoint meflengers’ meetings at different places,
for the purpofe of confulting together upon any difficult
affairs. To fuch our church frequently fent their

minifter
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minifter, and fome one or more of the brethren, as
depeted by them, who, on their return, informed the
charch o tre tranfaétions of the meeting. Such af
femblies were held at Northampton, Rothwell, Well-
ingLorough, Kimbolton, Melbourne, Wellingham,
Everfden, &e.

In May 1712, a purchafe was made of nine mef-
fuages, or tene.nents, formerly one mefluage, fituate
in College Laae, Northampton, with a defign to eret
a meeting-houfe, -and a dweiling-houfe for the mi-~
nifter, Poffeffion of the premifes was to be had on
June 24, 1713.~ The meeting-houfe was built in
1714, but no houfe for the minifter, as at firft in-
tended,

The Rev. John Moore, the firft paftor of this
church, died Jan. 14, 1726. There had been 80 men,
and 184 women, added in his time. But toward the
clofe of his life, he met with fome fore temptations
and trials, which brought on his death. The church
alfo dwindled greatly, and was diminithed by death
and’ difiniffions, {6 that on March ¢, 17206, the ma-
jority of the members agreed to diffolve the church,
as fuppofing themfelves too weak to fupport a conftant
miniftry, and to uphold a church flate. But this aét
was contrary to the will of the truftees, and fome of
the members; therefore, after a while, feveral per-
fons agreed to enchurch again, and to endeavour to
get a minifter : but they met with no one whom they
approved, and who liked alfo to ftay. with them, till
Mr. Charles Rodgers came among ‘them, who was
received a member Feb. 27, 1732, and was agreeable,
as a preacher, to all the auditory. But after he had
laboured among them for fome time, he declared
him{elf to be for {tri&t communion, and braught over
the majority of the members to his opinion. On O&.
15, 1732, they figned an agreement to this purport,
and defired Mr. Rodgers to draw up a covenant on
the ftri¢t plan ; which he did accordingly ; and, fend-
ing for meflengers from Coventry, Walgrave, and
the church at Northampton, upon the Green, they form |
ed a new church upon that foundation, Nov. 16, 1732.

All the truftees were averfe to this plan, but made

GG G4 a pre-~
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a propofal to Mr. Rodgers, that he fhould exchange
once g month with Mr. Grant, who might break
bread to the Padobaptifts, as'members of his church
at Weilingborough ; but Mr. Rodgers and his friends
refufed to compiy with this requeit, March 27, 1733.

Uvon this fome of the traflees withdrew themdelves,
and one returned no more to the place; but, aftera
while, the others” confuited together, and refolved to
get pofleffion of the meeting-houfe, and to form a
new church upon’ the original plan. This they ef-
fected, and Mr. Rodgers and his adherents withdrew,
and foon aiter united with Mr. Boomer’s ¥ people,
who had ufed to meet on the Green, and were of ftrict
com:munion principles. '

The new church-ir College Lane was formed Aug.
20, 1733, in_the prefence of meflengers from Ketter-
ing, Roead, Rothwell and Wellingborough, and con-
tinued to carry on divine worihip -there.. They em-
ployed Mr. Samuel Haworth to officiate as minifter,
who had been a member of the church in Mr. Moore’s
time, and afterwards joined Mr. Grant’s people at
Weliingborough, from whence he was difmiffed again
to College Lane, when this church was formed anew.
On June 9, 1737, he was ordained paftor ; meffen-
gers being prefent from the lame churches as attended
the firft ‘embodying. Mr. Haworth refigned his office
fome years afterwards, and became an elder of Dr.
Doddridge’s church; but returned to College Lane in
Mr. Tolley’s time. ~

In March 1745, Brother Samuel Shepherd was iu-
vited to the paftoral office; he deferred complying
with it, and the church renewed their requeft twelve
months afterwards, to which he confented; but the
fmall-pox being much in the town, the ordination was
deferred till April 19, 1748, when meflengers were
prefent from Wellingborough, Carlton, Hower, and
Kayfo. Mr. Pool, of Carlton, gave the charge, and
Mr. Grant preached to the church,

(To be continued. )

_ * His name is written Boomer, the old people call him Barmer 3
1 know not which is right.
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A SERMON

By late Rev. RoserT RoBinson, of Cambridge.
Preached at Rev. Mr. BurTon’s
Sabbath Evening. Sep. 16, 1781,

John xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my commandinents.

F ye love me!—=If ye love me! O cruel « if.”
Why is this? Is it poflible that this can be a
doubt ? Love Thee, « the brightnefs of the Father’s
glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon !’ All my
hope—all my joy—lite of my life—foul of my ioul.
If I love thee! Why it would be better for me to
have my love to my wife, my children, my parents,
my friends, my deareft enjoyments doubtful, than to
have this fo: and-is it poffible thou fhouldeft be in
earneft to preface fuch an exprefiion as this with an
“ f?” An! my brethren, however deplorable the
cate, let us to-night enter into our own heart ; let us
do Jefus Chrift juitice, and let us acknowledge, that
if, on the one hand, there be the higheft excellency
in him, which is the greateft reafon of man’s love to.
him ; on the other, there is the deepeft depravity in
us; and it is matter of fad, that though this fhould
be the cleareft of all things, it is the moft of all things
that, with relation to man, may, and ought to be
doubted of. Oh this word “ #f/” O that I could tear
it out of my heart! O thou poifon of all my plea-
fures! Thou cold, icy hiand, that toucheft me {o often,
and freezeft me with the touch! « If!”—< If1”
Would to God we might all to-night be defirous with
the whole foul, and determined, by grace, to get rid
of it. Hear your divine Mafler, chriftians; he does.
not mean to put your fouls to thame ; he is the {kil-
tul phyfician, telling you the worft of the cafe, but
with the kind intention of reftoring you to health.
If ye love me! 1f you would put your love to me out
of all doubt, keep my commandments. May God write
this word upon our hearts in all its facred import.

Let us enter upon the fubjeét.
You
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You know this was a part of Jefus Chrift’s laft dif-
courfe to his apoftles. There is fomething very af-
feéting in this laft dilcourfe, and particuiarly ia one
word of it; no pencil can defcribe.---The fineft fancy
can hardly imagine how Chrift locked when he ftood
before the twelve, and faid, I have many things to say
to you. Who can doubt it? He was an ocean of
knowledge, and he loved dearly to impart it; Why
did not he then ? But ye cannot bear them now. Ac-
cordingly, - therefore, as Jefus Chrift’s difciples could
bear, when he came to die, he opened his heart to
them, andgave them the fulleft difplay of his inward
love, the nearer he came to the verge of life; and
thus, in fome refpects, all his fervants imitate him,
for they each begin (if I may fo {peak), with a ray,
and to ufe an expreflion of fcripture, “ Shine more
and more unto the perfe@ day ;” and moft of all,
many of them on their death beds.

Chriftians, go home to-night and feaft yourfelves
with this chapter. Think how happy the men were
that afked and had, who could put all their fcruples to
Chrift, and who found in Chriit a tender mafter, not
above anfwering the weakeft of them. A great part
of this chapter, particularly the verfes juit before the
text, feem to be love; and without detaining you
longer on the context, my textisa fort of conclufion
from premifes, and it coutains the whole: If ye love
me, keep my commandments. And, indeed, though I
am not able to bear in this life all my Saviour could
tell me ; though I could not fiand under the weight
of that wifdom he could impart to me; though my
paffions are not able to apply, and exercife, and work
the ideas he could give me; I have no penetration fo
deep—no love {o high---no paffions fo firong, that can
carry on the great employ; yet furely here is one,
and that is Jove: his love to me, and mine to him.
Here is one interwoven idea that I will even ftretch
my foul to come at; yea, I will tarn out half the in-
habitants of my foul to make it room. But not to
detain you longer, we will take the text by itfelf, drop-
ping, at prefent, the context; and we will obferve to
you, in order to give our {ubject a fort of method, iti:, 'fhg

ir
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~ ¥irft place, That Jefus Chrift—Good God, who can
doubt this! Need | ftand a moment to prove it? [
fay—hear it—Jefus Chrift merits the higheft love of
all his people.

Secondly, T am forced to add, which alfo is too
clear, notwithftanding all this merit of Chrift, there
are, in all his difciples, fuch things as render their
love to Chrit—What fhall I fay—{ufpicious ?—fufpi-
cious? Is that the word? Yes, fufpedted.

Laftly, We point out to you the method propofed
here by the Lord Jefus Chrift to get rid of ali that
renders our love to him {ufvicious: O hear the words
that fay to you to-night, Chriftian, If ye love me, keep
my commandments. 1t is equal to faying, If you would

ut your love out of all doubt;— put your obedience
out of all doubt; go into his gofpel as a man goes
aboard of thip— all in all—body and foul. God grant
thefe truths may be imprefled upon our hearts. T'll
fpeak a moment on each.

I faid firft of ali, That Jefus Chrift merits the
higheft Efteem of all his difciples. You fee I change
the word vove for Efteem ; and the truth of the matter
is, I don’t know any word equal to the juft idea which
we convey by it. Love is the nobleft paffion of the
human foul, but it often appears the mott ridiculous,
becaufe it often blindly purfues objeéts leaft of all fig
for it. We are afraid, therefore, when we fpeak of
fuch an objeét as Jefus Chrift, to talk of loving him,
left the mifer fhould think we mean that regard to
Chrift which a wretch has for his money ; or feft the
man who lives only to love, fhould think that regard
we have to Chrift refembles his love to himfelf; or,
left the parent thould think the regard he has to Chrift
is like the regard he has to his children : it is all that
is good in each of thefe, and itis infinitely more;
- it is fomething refined and heavenly; it is fomething
free from grofs fenfe and matter; it is fomething that
we call love for want of a better word ; but it is fome-
thing which others call attachment, a cleaving to an
object; juit as when any objeét feems to fuit entirely
your apprehenfion, and you are fixed at it; and fome
call it efteem, and fome veneration. Call it what

we
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we will, it is a facred paflion, a bond that unites the
foul to Jefus Chrift; it is raifed by Chrift’s Spirit
himfelf in the heart; it has for its objeét Chrift ; and
it has this mark ofits divinity, it outlivesmortality ;
never, never dies. And does any man to-night fay,
« I know Chrift as well as von do; for you know no-
thing of him but what the Bible tells you, and for my
part I don’t think he deferves my efteem ?” No—not
one of you can fay fo; we cannot fay {o as men, for
if it were neceflary to-night, we could prove that
mankiad are better for Chrift’s coming—We cannot
fay fo as members of the community ; if it were ne-
ceflary we could prove, that fervants enjoy fervice in-
ftead. of flavery, which was common when Chrift
came, through his doérine, the benefit of which all
this nation has feit in that refpeét; nor wili we fay
how many mercies this nation has received in anfwer
to the prayers, and on account of the gofpel which is
given to the people of God. We will not fay all this,
but, my brethren, there are two or three words we
will fay :

In the first place, Jefus Chrift merits our love,
Becaufe he is, in himfelf, independent of all the blefl-
ings flowing from him, the moft lovely of all objects.
Read his life, and fee what kind of perfon he was;
how juft, how kind, how prudent, how punctual; in
all cafes, how full of attention ; nothing efcaped his
notice, nor was any thing beyond the reach of his
humanity and benevolence. Chrift! O, if I were
never to derive a benefit from him, I thould think it
a blefling to me at prefent, even to read his hiftory ;
and I fhould congratulate humanity that fuch a perfon
ever ftood upon the earth : But it is upon this account

. I mention a o

Second—The difciples of Jefus Chrift have received
from him a {ound body of comfortable infiruétion.---
When Chrift came into the world he came very wife ;
he was God, and the Godhead filled the humanity as
the powers of humanity could receiveit; fo that /e
grew in wisdom and in stature, and in{cwour both with
God and man : and one great part of his life, and one
great bufinefs of his life, was to communicate hisdown

ideas,
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ideas, his notions of God, his notions of men, his fen-
timents of a future ftate, his ideas of the prefent
world, his notions ef hell, his ideas of heaven; in a
word, Chrift opened to us, O how are we indebted to
him for it! the invifible, the, till then, unknown
and impenetrable to angels, the heart of God. My
brethren, have you ever thought of that faying of
Chrift, among others, “ God loved the world?” And
who could be fure ot that { efpecially that he fhould love
it fo as to produce the effecis that followed ; God so
loved the werld that he gave his onfy begotten Son,
that whesocver believeth on him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. Is not that opening to us the moft
impenetrable of «ll places? 1t I niay ufe an improper
word when fpeaking of God; Is not that opening to
us the moft defirable of all objeéts? Is not that teling
us all we want to know f---The mind, the intent, the
heart of God towards wretched man? And what, my
divine Mafter, after I have fat at thy feet, and been
infiructed in this encouraging doctrine, got rid of my
darknefs-and ignorance, and been led into the com-
fort and truth of the Gofpel, thall I rife up and fay,
thou art not the objeét of my efbfeem ! Ah! go all that
is written upon any other fubjeét; take away all that
has been faid on any other branch of knowledge ; take
away all my own reafonings, and in fome of them we
have had a thoufand fiveets, here I find rock, here I
may build ; the teftimony of Chrift contains the true fay-
ings of God, and we are indebted to Churift infinitely
for his doétrine.

Again, Thirdly---As his perfon is lovely, and his
doctrine lays one obligation, {o his infinite merit lays
another. I fhall not enter to-night into this doétrine ;
* I thank God itis no news in our churches; it is taught

every day. As Mofes of old read in the fynagogue
every Sabbath, fo is Chrift, blefled be the good pro-
vidence of God, preached in our churches ; and
preached how? Preached as a Mediator, .an only
ard fufficient Mediator between God and.you guiity
men. The merit of his blood,  the excellency of his
‘righteoufnefs, the power of his interceffion, the glory
-of his priefthood, all this fummed up in one word,
-€¢ A Day’s Man,” that can lay his hand upon both

parties,
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parties, great enocugh and .pure enough to fpeak te
God, kind and meek enough to fpeak to men ; and, by
the merit of his life and death, able to bring both to-
gether. This 1s Chrift that is daily preached among
you; and if any of you have received by faith the
teftimony that God hath given of his Son in this re-
fpe&, O if the load of guilt has gone off your minds,
8! if you have gone to a throne of grace, and feen
the face of a tender parent, O! if you have ever tafted
matchlefs mercy, and redeeming love, iove that thuts
hell, love that opens heaven, love that caims a re-
proaching confcience, love that fets all the.oul at
eafe, and foys Peace, be of good cheer, thy sins are
Jorgiven.---O God, thall we, aiter this, rife up and fay,
we are not obliged to love Chrift ! who loved us in the
garden? who loved us upon the crofs? and who faid
there-=-who faid theve, It s finished? Shall we, alter
all this profufion of goodnefs, thall we fay, “ We are

not obliged to love him #”---1 add
Fourthly, We are obliged to love Jefus Chrift for
his Jaws. It is wonderful to fee the perverfenefs of the
human mind ; we avoid Chrift, left to ourfelves, as we
would a tyrant, and we are as much afraid of his fer-
vice as we are of ficknefs or a misfortune ; and when
any of us are prefled into it (I fpeak of unconverted
people), we are very uneafly under it, and glad when it
1s over; while we are held to it, we are birds kept in
the unnatural heated place of a human hand, and when
we are let go, and the fervice is over, we are birds in
the natural expanfe---hither and thither, this way and
that way, to and fro, and every where rather than
into the hand that once held us. But, Lord Jefus, is
it, true that thy yoke is flavery? Haft thou indeed
brought a body of laws that diftract people to obey ?
And doft thou neced rack my foul to bring it right?
Ah! my brethren, let us own it as a great truth that
fin was not made for man; or, what is the fame, that
man’s foul was not made for fin; and when he prae-
tifes fin, he diftorts himfelf, and does that which his
nature is not fitted to: heis a kind of large compli-
cated machine, all the wheels go placid, and eafy,
and finooth, when he works righteoufnefs and holinefs,
and the wheel is racked and torn, fpoiled and dif-
torted,
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torted, when he works the work of fin, for which he
was never confiruéted. I appeal to you, you know
what it is to be angry ; that’s the Devil’s law : Fire at
him---revile him---revenge yourfelf on him---hate him
---hate him whenyou go to bed---hate him when you
rife---keep it rankling in your foul all your life, and
don’t forgive him when you die---purfue him with
your laft will and teftament, and harrafs him, if it be
poflible, many years after your death ; that’s the
Devil’s law. Is that like the law of Chrift, which fays,
forgive him---forgive him and be happy---torgive him,
do as I do---be fettled and fteady, fo that fin itfelf can-
not difturb your pleafure; 1 afk in which cafe is 2 man
eafieft and fafeft? Yes, you are infinitely obliged to
Chrift for bringing you under his laws, fome of you.
Alas! (Ithink I hear one fay within himf{elf) “ indeed
I am, for if I had not been brought under the law of
Religion I had been dead and damned under my crimes
before now:” and another fays “ .If thou hadit not
brought my foul under the law of Hope, I had killed
myfelf thro’ abfolute defpair ; I owe my life to my obe-
dience to Chrift:” and another will fay, * And I owe
all the comforts of my life to him, if I bad continued
following the fame courfe I fet out in, I had poiloned
my children ; but I love Chrift, for Chrift made me
obey him, and I trained my children up in. the fear of
God, and now I have the pleafure that every man can-
not enjoy of fceing them, not as olive plants round my
table, but as plants in God’s houfe, fitting around his
table ; I have feen them put off the world, I have feen
them put on Chrift. my. God, thefe things my
eyes have feen, in counfequence of my obeying his
laws.” Well then, to {um thefe refle&tions up, Chrift,
in himfelf, is a perfon infinitely lovely both as God and
Man. Chrift has laid us under obligations to love him,
by teaching us a body of comfortable knowledge; he
has obliged us to love him, by giving his life, his blood,
a ranfom for our fouls; "he has obliged us to love him,
by giving us his laws, and giving us the means to obey
them ; fo that I think our firft part is fufficiently clear,
Christians are bound to love Jesus Christ.

O! if we were to enter into the {pirit of the fecond
thing we propofed ! but it muft be fhort---it muft be

{horte--
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fhort---yes, it ‘muft be fhort---but if we were to enter
into the fpirit of it, fhould we mot enter into every
thing that is great and good and amiableinman? For
if it be true that Chriftians have any thing in taom to
render their love to Chrift fufpicious, even to them-
{elves it muft imply that fome rebellious act has been
done to the underftanding---fome force to the con-
feiencé—fome violence to the paffions. Great God !
to turn man from thee, the Creator; to bring the
creature to be infenfible to the Creator, the child to his
parent; why, what’s been done to him? Ah, my bre-
thren, thc {ubject is too melancholy, Froofs would be
too eafy, and I muft leave this part of my fubjeét to
your meditation ; only hinting two or three things by
way of clue. We don’t imagine that our love in the
fight of God is doubtful to hnn no fuch thing. No
clouds can conceal the real ftate Qf man from hlm Ie
is impoflible that any artifice or hypocrify, any form,
any words, any profeffion, any repmation, can hide
man from God, or put him off for what he is not.---
God pries into the heart of a finner, and fees that with
all his pretences he does not love him. God priesinto
thy ‘heart thou fallen faint, and fecs that under all thy
infirmity thou doft love’ him. God is not deceived,
and our love to him is not fufpicious; there is no*bm@
fo to him; all things are certain, as all things are
naked to the e yes of “him with whom we have to do. 1
don’t fay that Chriftians’ Jove to Chritt fhould be {u-
fpicious one to another; it’s an ugly difpofition, con-
trary to Secripture, and contrary to ‘the {pirit and ge-
nius of Chriftians, to be always watching their brethren,
and taking occafion from their leaft mfumxty to fuppofe
their hearts are not right. Ah! fpend your days who
will in fuch an unpmﬁtable inhuman work; 1 won’c
fpend mine fo. T’llhope that the greateft fiomer among
us has at leaft a fincere defire to fove Jefus Chrift. I
fpeak of {uch, when I call them grcat finners, as are
real Chriftians in all appearance, aud yet have {ufpi-
cions in their condué - almoft incompatible with
Chuﬁmmty No. I won’t fufpeét you. Don’t let my
foulfay, it you thould be abfent on a Lord’s day (per-
haps confined by ficknefs) his heart is cold, or dfe he
would be here. Don’t let me fay, when you hang

down
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down your head like a bullrufth, ¥You are a man
that don’t enter into.the fpirit of Chriftianity. Tl
fuppofe you are fick; I’ll fuppofe there is fomething
amifs in your family ; I’ll fuppofe a thoufand things
rather than this ununataral abominable thing, that you
don’t love Chrift. But, after all the fufpicions that
we {peak of, when we have dealt the moft impartially
we can, fome good man perhaps will be obliged to
fay, “ I muft own there are many things in me that
render my love to Chrift doubtful. O, Lord Jefus
Chrift ! it I loved thee could I be {o backward to read
my Bible? IfI loved thee, could I be fo relu¢tant to
fpeak to thee in prayer? I fhould find thee furely in
my clofet ; fhould I not? And hold commuunion with
thee, if things were as they ought to be, and as thou
haft a right to expeét they will be! I fhould not
be (o prefled to hear the Word of God. IfI loved
thee-—furely if I loved thee---1 fhould embrace every
opportunity to hear ‘of thee, the great obje& of
my efteem. Ah! if T loved thee I.thould not haye
my palfions thus agitated with every little affair. If I
loved Chrift, I thould not be fo ftartled at the found
of death.” Brethren, permit me to:fay this, that
though all thefe things render love fufpected, yet I do
think a diftinction ought to be made between the life
and the growth of love in, the foul. Permit me to
fthorten the matter by a plain fimily: Suppofe I have
a fruit tree in my garden, in my orchard, that [ ex-
peét thould produce of a favourite kind of fruit a large
crop; I go roundit, and ronnd it, and round it, and
I fuy, « What could I have done more for my tree,
and I have not done it? The fgil is fuited to the
nature of the tree ; it has been kept guarded from in-
jury by beafts; yea, what could Ged have done more
for my tree and he hath not:done it?. He has given it
rain, as if he nnrfed it, asif he was gardener to me,
and attended to my mean affairs; he has given the
fun to fhine upon it; he kas averted blafts that have
fallen elfewhere ; I hope my tree will bear fruit; I go
vound it, and round it in the fpring, and I fee it bud :
Alas! T have full proof it is alive, but the buds are fo
weak, the progrefs-of growth {o flow, fo very faint, that I
have great doubts whether it will bloffom; and when it
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blofloms, they feem fo difcoloured, fo languid, and falf
off at fuch a gentle breeze, that T have ftill great doubts
whether it will bear fruit; and, after all, perhaps with
all its advantages, it brings forth but little where there
fhould have been a great crop to fill my withes. Juft
thus is it with Chriftians ; they have reafon, great rea-
fon to acknowledge that God could not have done any
thing more, conﬁi%ent with his own perfetions, to make
man holy and happy. And, alas! is it not doubtful if
we have love, when we don’t bring forth fruit as we
ought ; I mean in plain ftile, if the Chriftian has proof that
he has love to Chrift, he has reafon to doubt whether
that love is ftrong and vigorous as it ought to be. A man
who bas received fo many mereies from Chrift! Let
me remark to you a train of examination, I have faith
in you that you will realize it; yes, I believe you will
realize 1t.

One will fit down and think with himfelf, ¢ I was
born of godly parents; I was taught the fiveet name of
Chrift at my mother’s knee. As foon as I could un-
derftand, 1 was carried to hear the gofpel, and every
friend, every friend that furrounded me, turned my
little eye to Chrift crucified, and faid, Bekold the Lamb
of God. It feems my minifter faid, I thought, ¢ Behold
how he loves you.” My father, my dying father, en-
deavoured to feal with his departing breath, and a look
that I {hall never forget, endeavoured to feal the Gofpel
upon my heart; and when he had done fpeaking with
his mouth, with his looks, and the preflure of his hand,
he did as much as fay, ¢ Never leave him, nor forfake
him.” One would bave thought this was enough to
make me embark entirely in Chrift’s caufe; Have 1 done
fo?” Why fuch 2 man will compare his advantages with
his fruitfulnefs; he will adore God for the firft, and he
will be fhocked with himfelf on account of the laft.
Well, brethren, I leave this part of my fubject, for I
declare, I cannot at prefent, if your time would allow ;
I cannot bear to inveftigate it. No; I don’t think to-
night 1 could have ftrength and courage to go into a
minute hiftory of the ations that caufe fufpicions of the
Chriftian’s love to Chrift. Who can repeat a neglected
Bible?~A {lighted clofet?—A forgotten or infulted God?
Who can fpeak of the wretch that can rife in 2 morning,

follow
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follow his pleafures, and never return thanks for the
mercies of his life? Who can fpgak of the wretch who
once faid, Thou art fairef than the fun, with thee I’IL
live, and with thee [’ll die, and with thee I’ll {pend an
cternity of fongs and praifes, and the next day * torget
his works?”” No. Go into your clofets, and think of
it yourfelves. It is a folemn truth, there is much in all
Chriftians to render their love to Chrift {ufpected.

And what am I doing? Am I exeiting undue fears
in your fouls? No, I am not, at leaft I would not, and
for that reafon I have diftinguifhed between the being
and the growth of love. And I have wifhed that not
only we might love Chrit a little, but that we might
know we love him fo much, that our little love was
allowed to be ffrong ; yea, that we had full proof with-
out a doubt that we love him beyond every other
objeét in the world. Come let us hear his voice,
Chrift looks upon you ye timid fouls, you who durft
not die, and ftart from the found when it is uttered
in your ears; Chrift looks to you, ye timorous crea-
tures who durft not draw near to a throne of grace,
and he pities your condition, and fays to you, if you
would put your love to me out of doubt, keep my
commandments, keep my commandments : do not aik if
there is any other way, this is the kings high road,
the ftrait forward way, fhall I take the liberty to fay
to night, the common fenfe way. If ye love me keep
my commandments ; I call it the king’s high road, be-
caufe in this way all who enjoy Chuiftanity live. But
let us be particular, though we will but' hint at par-
ticulars ; if you will put your love to Chrift out of
doubt, you muft keep his commandments univer/ally,
that is one caufe of doubt, becaufe we keep them pax-
tially. My brethren, in what light do you view your-
felves when you look at Chnft’s commandments ?
Why, youare a fort of gentlemen to whom Chrift
propofes his law as a matter of complemeatary invi-
tation, and you take the liberty to reject it, as if you
had as much right to reject his invitations as he has to
give them ; but you fhould not do {o; it is that wicked
{pirit that makes us take and pick Chrilt’s command-
ments, keep this and leave that, remember this, forget
that; and thus fome people will go to hear God’s

HHH 2 woid,
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word, not to the ordinance of Baptifm ; iome to that
of Baptifm, not to the Lord’s Supper; fome to all
thefe, but give nothing to the poor, though they can
afford it; others to all of them we have mentioned,
and yet not to the doétrine of humility, a command
of Chrift, when they have done this; for after all they
thould fay “ we are unprofitable fervants.” Keep
Chrift’s commandments univerfally, and then you wilk
have a proof of your love to him, and I will tell you
why we are all of us inclined to keep Chrift’s com-
mands ; forgive me if I keep you a few moments
fonger, perhaps I fhall not {ee you a long time after
this: Ifay, we areall of usinclined to keep Chrift’s
commandments by conftitution, fome of them ; now
if I obferve thofe that {uit my conftitution and make,
it proves nothing, but it I keep all his commandments,
and thofe that go againfy my conititution and habit,
why then 1 give proof that I a¢t not upon felfith but
npon Chriftian principles, not upon my own ideas,
but upon thofe of Jefus Chrift; for inftance, one
perfon loves retirement, and to be alone, a conftitu-
tional turn, Jefus Chrit commands Chriftians to be
in their clofets, to pray, and to {fearch the Word;
that man retires, reads, and prays, but muft 1 fay,
all this proves nothing ! That {fame perfon is dif-
poled to be firait and covetous, but now if that perfon
was to. obferve the conftitutional commandment, and
obferve thofe too which go againft his difpofition ; if
he becomes beuntiful, benevolent,” open hearted, “a
liberal man who-devifeth liberal things,” I call'that
man a ftrong Chriftian, who aéts not upon his own
ideas but upon thofe of Jefus Chuift; he thereby
proves that he has imbibed the Gofpel, and ihat the
{pirit of itlives in his foul; What right have I, wretch
that T am, to act thus? I dare mot treat my friend fo ;
I dare not treat my parents fo, I dare not treat a maf-
ter fo; What right have I, wretch that I am, to pick
and chufe which of his commandments I will keep,
and which I will leave undone? am I not bound to
obferve all, by the fame ties that I am bound to ob-
ferve one? And therefore, if you would put your love
to me out of doubt, fays Chriff, keep my command-
wents univerfally.

Secondly,
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Secondly. If you would put your love to me out
of doubt, keep my commandinents constantly.. Somne
of us keep Chrift’s commandments in the meeting-
houfe, and in good company ; ah! but away from the
meeting-houfe, friends, and in other company, and
alone too; Whofe men are you then ? Can you, from
vour fouals, fay, “ I am moit fincerely Jefus Chrift’s?
‘When I am alone, I think of him, my meditation of
him is fweet; I pray to him though it be but ejacula-
tory, as I turn the corner or a ftreet, as I am going
about my bufinefs, as { am refting on my bed, when
I am concerned inthe things of the worild, often in
a,day my foul alpires td him, and by one word—but
that one word keeps the way open between me and
my only friend, I fay, Lord be merciful to me. Lord
quicken me.  Lord bft up the light of thy countenance
wupon me. Lord keep me jrom evil” Am Iin the
clouds while I [peak thusr The Chriftian’s heart will
reply, No; you are in my very experience. Why,
then, you are men that are in the high road to obtain,
by a holy, univerfal'life of love, a full tcftinony that
you do love Chrift fincerely.

Brethren, I conclude, Laftly, If you would put
your love to Jefus out of doubt, keep his command-
ments ; keep his commandments when you lofe by
keeping them; don’t let us keep Chrift’s command-
ments only when we gain reputation by it, but let us
keep his commandments in thofe inftances in which
we are fure to lofe. I’ll give you an inftance or two :
If you enter into the modern virtue of charity, and
put your hands in your pocket, and give nobly to a
charitable plate, by that you will gain reputation ;
all will applaud you, fuppofing all along that you are
well able to do fo. But if that be your rule of aétion,
and you only ferve Chrift when you gain in tive pre-
fent ftate; believe me, your love to Chrift may, if
this be all, well be accounted precarious or fufpicious.
There are certain duties that are out of fathion, and
there are certain virtues that almoft the bulk of men,
even formal decent Pharifees agree to run down. Now,
if you can go into the praétice of thefe virtues, and
agree with all your heart to give up, as well as to ac-
quire, for Chnft’s fake, unﬁoubtedly you have that
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genuine mark of true Chriftianity—that love to Chrift
that riles out’ef an attachment to him, in cafes where
vour own intereft cannot poffibly guide you:

Let us depart, and let us bear upon our minds this
word, we are going, Whither? Some of us to lei-
fure, jome of us to bufinefs, fome of us to profper,
fome of us to decay, fome of us to health and prolpe-
vty, fiiendihip, joy and long life; others of us to
poverty, ficknefs, long and wafting illnefs and pain,
and in the end, death; and to us all, 'does not. the
Prince of Peace fay, « If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments.” I know fome of you are going into
afthiétion, if ye love me, be fubmiffive to me, and
patient under your afflictions ; others of you are going
into profperity and joy, if ye love me, don’t be elated
with thele, they arec but momentary and worldly
things. Love me your Lord and Redeemer above
all. “If yelove me, keep my commandments.” If
ye love me, love me to the laft moment, for even
then I command you, “ to commit the keeping of
vour foul unto me in well doing as unto a faithful
Creator.” And we, minifters of Chrift, thall not we
gay a ipecial attention to this word of our Saviour?

Vhat obligations are we under to him? What obliga-
tions are we under to adore him! And being under
thefe obligations, have not we, in our leaft infirmity,
fironger arguments to doubt of our attachment to
Chrift than our fellow Chriftians ? Lord forbid our
love fhould be doubtful. Let ourlove to every thing
in the world be doubtful but this; but let us love him,
and love him fo as to keep his commandments; fo
as to keep all his commandments, and thofe parti-
cularly which refpet the teaching and manifeftation
of his doctrine, the preaching and recommending his
caule ; thofe doétrines particularly which are the moti
contemned, and the moft out of fafhion. Happ
men; happy men to whom Chrift will at luft fay,
Ye are they who have followed me in the regeneya-
tion. You have continued with me in my temp,_
tions, and now I appoint to you a kingdom. May
God fo blefs the end of our preaching to us all.
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