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REVIVALS OF RELIGION IN AMERICA.

LETTER from the Rev. MR. Backus, MASSACHUSETTS,
to the REv. TimoTny Tuomas, deademy, Ifiington.

Middleborough, Maffachufetts, Fuly 21, 1801,
REV. {9 DEAR SIR,

AS our correfpandence has been long fufpended, I think to
make one attempt.more to renew it. My age and infir-
mities affure me that I have not long to continue here. My
dear wife, with whom I lived near fifty-one years, was taken
away laft November. She was converted in 1746, and adorned
her profefion to the laft, and died very comfortably, leaving
eight agreeable children; but her place can never be £lled up
with any creature—~though the Creator is al/ in all !

Pleafe to fend back * all my books which dre not difpofed of,
or may not be foon, as I have but few left of the firft and fecond
volume of my Hiftory. You may remember that more were
i'er;lt than I at firft intended, becaufe one box was thought to be

oft.

In your laft, you mention the great salamities of Europe and
our peace in America, but that you heard that many churches
were grown lukewarm. Our privileges are, indeed, exceeding
great, and have been greatly abufed by multitudes ; yet there
have been lately frefh difplays of infinite mercy, in various
parts of our land, among different denominations. Very great
coldnefs about religion appeared in New England, before the
revival in 1798. In the {pring of that year, a work began at
Mansfield in Connefticut among the Congregationalifts,—a de-
nomination eftablithed by law ; and it prevailed {o much in the
two parifhes of that town, that about an hundred fouls were
thought to be converted in fix months. From thence it fpread
into Afhford, Pomfret, Hampton, and other towns in the county
of Windham. In the fall and winter after, the work prevailed
fo much in Hartford, the capital of Conneicut, thatthey held
religious meetings almoft every day or evening of the week ;
and moft of the inhabitants of that city, bath Congregationalifts
and Baptifts, were more or lefs moved upon; and the work
{pread into about AN HUNDRED To wNs in Conneficut. Above
Sewgnty Members were apDED to the Baptift church at Hart-
ford, above Eighty to ane in Lyme im that State, and many
to others, A vaft number of people from New England have
removed into the wildernefs, near to and upon the heads of the
Mohawke and Sufquahanna rivers in New York State; and
fuch a work has been among them, that they formed a new

* Perfons who defire Mr. Backus’s Hiftory of the Baptifts in Americg
fthree volumes oavo) muft apply for them dire&ly,
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affociation there in September 1795, called Otfego Aflociation,
which, in three years, increafed to Zaventy-eight churches, and
1,292 members 5 and [ hear they have greatly increafed fince,
Alfo at Shaftfbury, in Vermont, a revival of religion began in
1798, which, by June 1799, caufed the addition of 259 mem-
bers to the three Baptift churches in that Town ; and in Berk-
fhire, in our ftate, {uch 2 work came on in the town of Chethire,

" that 215 members were added to a Baptift church there in a
year before June 1800, And on our eaftersi coafts a great work
was wrought in 1799, both among Congregationalifts and Bap-
tits. The Bowdoinham Aflociation, which was formed in
1784, had increafed in Auguft 1799, to 32 churches, and 1568
members ; to whom were fix churches added in 1800, all in
three counties. And, to come nearer home, a revival began in
Middleborough in the fall of 1799, and alfo in Bridgewater,
whieh has caufed the addition of near 40 to the Baptift churches
in Middleborough, above 30 in Bridgewater, and near as many
in Randolph; befides many to the congregational churches.—
And this year religion has geen much revived in Dighton, Re-
hoboth, Swanfea, Providence, Attleborough, and Wrentham ;
{o that not Jefs than 200 have been added to the Baptift churches
in thofe towns, and many to others.

Thefe wonders of divine grace have caufed a much greater
harmony among different denominations than they formerly en-
joyed, Yet we haveftill many and great evils to lament, and
%ave much need of more grace to improve our privileges as we
ought ; for which we hope for your prayers.

‘Thefe lines, dear Sir, are from your old affe@ionate friend,
ISAAC BACKUS.

M. Bacus's account* of the religious revival in Somers, in
Connetticut, 1797,

IN thelatter part of February, 1797, a ferious attention to
religion began in this town, in the congregation under my
miniftry, It followed a feafon of awful fecurity, beginning
with the youth, afterwards extending to the middle-aged, and
to a few who had paffed the meridian of life. The greater part
of the fubjefts of thi$ work were heads of families. More than
half of the whole were under 35 years of age. Fifty-tavo
perfons united themfelves with the church, within two years
from the beginning of the religious appearance,

This awakening was not, in a fingle ioftance, attended with
outcry or noife. The fubjeéts of it appeared very folemn
while attending worfhip. In converfation they complained of
their ignorance and ftupidity ;—thay wondered that they had
had not feen themfelves before at the brink of everlafting ruin ;
and expreffed a ftrong defire to be inftructed in the dotrines of

* Thefe accounts are here much abridged.
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the gofpel, and to be dealt with in the plaineft manner. In
fome the alarm was but momentary : they foon returned to
their former flate of carnal peace. In thofe who appeared to
become the fubjeéts of faving grace, their firft alarm was fol-
lowed with a more full difcovery of their moral pollution.
They confefled that they felt themfelves to be enemies to God,
and wholly oppofed to the plan of falvation revealed in the
Gofpel. They were diftreffed, becaufe they had no proper con-
vi€tion of their fins ; and obferved that, while their confciénces
told them that they thould receive no wrong if they were fent
tGool‘xiell, their hearts rofe againft the juftice and fovereignty of

The ho%efnl converts, in general, obferved, that when
divine truth firft appeared in a new and pleafing light, they
fearcely thoughs of their perfonal fafety ; or whether they were
or were not converted. They difcovered a relith for the doc-
trines of the Bible; and declared that the truths with which
they had been centending, were the objefts of their prefent
enjoyment. They were abundant in acknowledging that, if
Eofpcl grace were not free and fovereign, there could be no

ope for fuch great finners as they were. They confeffed that
they had not made any advances of themfelves towards fubmif-
fion to the will of God; and that, if they were his children,
ke had, in fovereign mercy, fubdued their hearts by his Spirit.
None manifefted high confidence of their converfion ; they felt
themfelves bound to confefs Chrift before men, but were
afraid left they fhould be deluded by a falfe hope, and fhould
not live agreeable to covenant bonds. It was common for
them to fay, when converfing about joining the church—s We
know not how to refrain from publicly appearing on the Lord’s
fide, but we tremble at the thought of refleting difhonour on
his name in the eyes of 2 fcoffing world. Yet, unworthy as we
are, we defire to give up ourfelves to God, and to attend on all
the ordinances of his appointment. We know that he can ena-
ble us to live to his glory, and we pray that we may always feel
our dependance on his grace,”

It was animating to meet at the Lord’s table, in this feafon of
refrething.  Old Chriftians,were enlivened, from the beginning
of this work. It rejoiced their hearts to behold fouls focking
unto Chrift, and coming to his table. The old and the young
appeared to feel the worth, and to tafte the fweetnefs, of the
Saviour’sdying love. The {pe@ators were more numerous than
they had ever been ; and not a few of them were in tears. In
feveral inftances, perfons had their doubts removed, and were
cmboldened to join the church, by what they faw and heard at
the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper. .

The heads of families who were the fubje&s of this work,
expreffed aftonithment, that they had lived fo long without any
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juft fenfe of the duty which they owed to their offspring. Tley
refolved, by divine affifante, to train up their children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. When they dedicated
themfelves and their houfeholds to God, ¢ in the affembly of the
faints,” there were vifible tokéns of his gracious prefence.
They carried religion into their houfes, and called upon God’s
namey morning and evening, in a focial manner.

The hopeful converts were refotmed in their Jlives, and ap-
peared-denrous to know and prad&ife all the duties both of the
firft and fecond table of the law.

It is to be expedted, in the moft promifing religious appear-
anges, that there will be tares with the wheat. Falfe brethren -
have mingled with the true, ever fince there was a church on
the earth, Perfons may hear the word, and receive it with joy,
from a belief that they are faved from the wrath to come, with-
out any relith forthe holy beauty ofdivine truth. Thefe ¢ have
no root in themfelves ;”” and hence ¢ endure but fora time.”
They have nothing to fecure them againft fumbling at the doc-
trines of the crofs, and thrinking from the trials of the Chriftian
life. They are prepared to fall away; and to imbibe fome
damnable herefy, or to indulge their vicious propenfities with-
out reftraint, when affaulted by temptations. < Let him that
thinketh he ftandeth, take heed left he. fall.” Chrift’s fheep
will hear his voice and follow him.. They will increafe in the
knowledge of God, and in the knowledge of the wickednefs of
their hearts. They will watch and pray; and according to their
abilities will labour to promote the intereft of pure and undefiled
religion. True Chriftians do not think highly of their attain«
ments: They are attentive to duty; and in this way give dili-
gence to make their calling and eletion fure.

Somers, May 1, 1800.

From the Rew. JonaTnan Mirrer, A.M. Pafler of the
Church, in ¥eft Britain, tewn of Briftol, State of Connecticut.

Before the prefent unufual attention to religion began among
us, the church was few in number, and moft of its members
confiderably advanced in life ; few additions had been made to it
for many years; the people in general were fo unaffeted with
the things of religion, that they made but fmall imprefion upon
them, and there were thofe who zealoufly propagated fome of
the moft dangerous errors, particularly Univerfali{m,* and with
fuch effed, that it led many fecretly to hope that though they
continued in fin, they might poflibly efcape the wrath of Geod,

* The doQrine of the univerfal falvation of the damned.
But
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But at this time, ‘it pleafed the great Head of the Church to ap-
pear among us in his own caufe, and revive the drooping hearts
of his friends, by gloricus manifeftations of his power and grace.
The unufua] attention to religion in this fmall parith became
vifible a little before the middle of February, 1799 ; though
for feveral {abbaths befwe that time, fome greater degree of {o-
lemnity appeared on the congregation, than had been common,
and a few religious conferences were attended. The people
had been informed of the revival of religion in fome neighbour-
ing towns, and generally confidered it a blefling, and defirable
that it fhould take place among us. There were, however,
fome who made light of the religious concern and anxiety of the
people, where the awakening had taken place. But the people
of God among us defired, and I doubt not fervently prayed,
that the Lord wonld make us a gracious vifit, in pouring out
upon us his holy {pirit. While rhings were in this ftate, the
people were notified, that two of the neighbouring minifters
would preach with us, -on a particular afternoon ; one of whom
had the charge of a congregation, at that time-vifited with the
fenfible prefence of God, and the influences of his fpirit. The
Eeople collefted, and expected fomething unufual, for there had
een no. very vifible revival among s fince the year 1783, and
at that time the work was {mall, compared with the prefent.
"T'wo fermons were delivered, both weli adapted to the occafion.
The preachers appeared fervent in their prayers, and animated
in their difcourfes. The people were {erious, and fome of the
ftrangers vifibly affe®ted. This was noticed by many, and con-
tributed to produce a fenfible effet on their feelings, and to
lead them to ferious refletions on their own condition. Thé
appearance was encouraging, and it was thought the people
would willingly attend a meeting in the evening ; it was ap-
pointed, and generally attended by thofe who had been prefent
inrthe day time. In this meeting, many were made {enfible that
they were expofed to the wrath of God, and, were furprifed
with their ftate, as if it had never before been told them, that
they were in danger of endlefs punifhment, and needed the fai-
vation of Chrift. From that time until the prefent, (a term of
one year,) we have had a general attention to the things of re-
ligion, -and maxy ferious-meetings and full affemblies on. the
{abbaths and on other days and evenings : and after the religious
exercifes which had been attended were clofed, the people have
frequently manifefted an unwillingnefs to retire, and have kept
their places, and by their countemances folicited further inftrac-
tions. And after making another prayer, or'giving fome further
exhortations, ] have often been the firft who has left the meeting,
upon which the people have retired to their houfes.
In the whole feafon, mothing noify or tumultuous has been
difcovered, no outcries or fwoonings, nor have the evening ex-
YY 4 ercifes
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ercifes ever been prolonged to unfeafonable hours ; but a filent
and earneft attention to religious inftruction has prevailed. Le-
vity, balls, and other fimilat diverfions, have been laid afide;
the ball room has been converted inta a place for prayer and fe-
rious meetings, and the concerns of eternjty have, above all
other things, engaged the attention of a large proportion of the
people ; fo that it would be very ungrateful in us, to be unwil-
ling to acknowledge, that God has been with usin very deed,
and ftiil continues many pleafing tokens of his gracious prefense.
Conviltions, I think, gradually increafed through the fol-
lowing fpring and fummer. I have converfed with between
forty and fifty who have received comfort, and appear to be re-
conciled to God, and to rejoice in his government, and in their
glorious Redeemer; many others are yet attentive, whilg there
is reafon to fear, that the ferioufnefs of fome is on the decline,
if not altogether at an end. Although there hasbeen a great
variety, in the dealings of God, with giffcrcnt individuals, whe
now give reafon to hope, that they are heartily reconciled to
him, with refpeét to the length, degree, and diftin@ quality of
their conviétions, and the ftrength, and bitternefs, of their fen-
fible heart-rifings againft God, in the courfe of their convi&ions,
andthe clearnefs o%' their views, and greatnefs of their joys,
when they were at firft reconciled, yet there is a_general fimi-
larity in the accounts, which they all, or nearly all, have given
of themfelves. They have at firft generally, though not uni-
verfally, been principally affefted with a fenfe of their danger
of the wrath of God, and all have reforted to their own works,
to conciliate his favour, without that fubmiffion to him, and
reliance on Chrift, which the gofpel requires. While purfuing
this courfe, their painful apprehenfions of divine wrath have been
gradually overbalanced, by fucceffive and increafing difcoveries
of their guilt and obitinate depravity of heart, until they have
felt their entire dependance on the fovereign mercy of a
gracious God, to renew their hearts. While in this fituation,
they have generally been fenfible of dreadful heart-rifingsagainit
God and his government. Several have been on the barders of
defpair. They, who have received comfort, look back on this,
as the feafon of their greateft diftrefs of foul, and it has often be-
come {o great, as very much to interrupt, and fometimes wholly
to deftroy their fleep, labour, and appetite for food After con-
tinuing for fome time in this firuation, opprefled witha fenfe of
their defperate wickednefs; many of them have been fuddenly
relieved from the anguith of their fouls. Of thefe, fome have
been immediately filled with great joy, and admiring views of
the excellencies and perfetions of God ; every thing about them,
even the natural creation has appeared new, becaufe declara-
tive of the prefence and agency of Gpd, which they had never
before regarded in this light. Others have at firft only experi‘-
ence
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enced a ;:ahln compofure of mind, in which, without any fenfi-
ble heart-rifings againft God, they have attentively contem-
plated his chara@ér and govesnment—their- own extreme . vile-
nefs, and his fovereignty in the difpedfations of his grace; they
have feen and acknowledged the juftice and fitnefs of his admi-
niftratiens, felt themfélves wholly:at his difpofal, and confented
that it fhould be fo; but at the fame time, had no fenfible exer-
cifes, or effufions of love, joy, or praife; did not view them-
felves entitled to the promifes of the gofpel ; but. even feared
that they were lofing their convictions,”and fhould foon retura
to their former ftupidity. This ftate of mind has been generally
followed, in a few hours, or a few days, with an admiring
fenfe of the excellency and glory of God, and a fpirit'of praife,
love, and, and comfort in him ; fometimes excited by difcove-
ries of Chrift, and the glory of his work of redemption, and the
fulnefs and fufficiency of his {alvation, and, at other times, by a
view of the divine law, and the other various manifeftations
which Gad has made of his perfeftions. Thefe exercifes have
fuggefted to their minds an hope that they are now born of God
—of this, however, none have appeared very confident at firft ;
but their hopes have been exprefled with caution, and have often
been feeble and intermitting, -and as- their religious exercifes
have been by turns more or lefs fervent, and in their view, pro-
du&tive of obedience, their hopes have increafed or diminifhed.

Many of them have obferved, that the happinefs which they
have poflefled in religious exercifes, in'se{pe& to purity and fub-
limity, greatly exceeds all the finful pleafures that they ever
enjoyed. They appear to delight exceedingly in God, and
their religion is to them a refrething feaft.

-—
THE CASE OF AN UNIVERSALIST.

" A number of thofe, whofe exercifes have been here defcribed,
were formerly oppofed to the dofrines of God’s decrees, and
particular eleftion ; but are now, without any exception, con-
vinced of their truth and importance, and of the total de-
pravity of the natural heart. Two or three were inclined to
univerfalifm, but have now abandoned thofe opinions, and view
them as falfe and pernicious. One in particular was a con-
firmed univerfalift, and had been fo for fome years. Heisa
man about forty years of age, of a determined {pirit, difpofed
to be confident in his own opinion, and to give little heed to
the opinions of others in matters of religion. I fhall here give an
abftra@ of the account which he gave me of himfelf. «I
was,” faid be, “ a real univerfalift, and fully believed thofe
{fentiments, After the awakening began, I had fome conveg-
fation witl( a religious neighbour on the fubje@, and left him,
with a fenfible inquietude on my mind; I went home, took

my
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my bible for relief, and turned to thofe texts whieh I had long
confidered as a full proof of my fentiments ; but on carefully
reading and confidéring them, they did not appear fo conclufive
as they had done. I knew that 1 had no religion myfelf, and I
determined I would now attend to it, and repent, and believe on
Chrift, which I conceived could be eafily accomplifhed, fo that
I might be fafe, even though my fentiments, concerning the
falvation of all men, fhould not prove true. T fet about the
work, but in a few days, relapfed into my old carelefs habits.
A refleftion on this gave me {fome alarm, and I refolved, and
entered on the bufinefs again and again, but to no better effect
than before, until at length I felt, in fome meafure, my depen-
dence on God, to enable me to keep my refolutions. All this
time, my counfidence in univerfalifm gradually weakened. 1
now had much anxiety and concern of mind for feveral weeks;
but remained oppofed to the do&rines of the entire depravity of
the carnal heart, divine fovereignty and eleéion; till on a cer-
tain day, as I was alone, on fome bufinefs at a diftance from
my houfe, God difcovered to me my own heart, to that degree,
that for a confiderable time I can have no recollection of any
circumitance or objeét about me. My attention was {o entirely
{wallowed up by the dreadful difcoveries of my own heart, that
I know of nothing elfe which paffed in my mind, until at
length I found mylelf profirate on the .earth. I left the bufi-
nefs on which I went'out undone; and returned home with an
heavy load on my mind, and was unable to do any bufinefs for
feveral days. I got no relief, until feeling my abfolute depen-
dence on the fovereign will of God, to difpofe of me as he
fhould fee fit, [ refigned myfelf into his hands, fenfible that if
he fhould renew me, I fhould be faved ; but if not, and if he
fhould fend me to hell, he would be perfeitly juft, and I fhould
fee'it and know it for ever.”—It was fome days after this, and
it was after he gave me this account of himfelf, that he firft be-
gan to entertain an hope, that he was interefted in the promifes
of the Gofpel, though he had much comfort when he
gave me this relation, and had fet up the worfhip of God in
his family, which till this time, he had always neglefted ; and
he had taken pains to convince one, whom he had led into the
perfuifion that all men would be faved ; and has fince vifited
others for the fame purpofe. But whether his converfion be
genuix}e, m}n? remain to be proved by his fruits, and perfeve-
rance in religion.

To the account given of this man, I will {ubjoin that of
another—a man fifty-fix years of age, who had no great fhare
of general information, or fociability. .He had been very in-
attentive to religion, even in fpeculation, and had very much
negletted public worthip. - When the awakening firft began
amofig us, this man had let himfclf out at work in a neigh-

bouring
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bouring town, but after two or three months returned. He ob-
ferved the great alteration that had taken place amomg the
people, and was led by it, to refle& on his own finful and mifer-
able condition, and becime deeply imprefled with a fenfe of his
danger. From this time he conftantly attended religious meet=
mgs, and foon acquired fome juft views of the ftate of the con-
troverfy between God and himfelf, and exprefled his views
with much feeling and propriety. Not long after, he manifefted
a fpirit of fubmiffion to God. He was then afked whether he
was willing that God fhould govern all things, according to his
own good pleafure? He readily anf{wered, ¢ Yes, this is what
Iwant” It was replied, perhaps if he fhould, he would cut
you off. He anfwered, ¢ Well, I won’t find fault with him if
he does ; I won’t fay,, I {ubmit, and then find fault with him,
becaufe he does not do with me as I with he would.” He faid
thefe things with ar emphafis and. expreffion which cannot be
copied, and which apparently befpoke the feelings of his heart.
He remained for feveral weeks rejoicing in God, and in his
government, and in the do&rines and duties of the Gofpel.
His countenance was cheerful, and even his natural abiiities,
efpecially for free, focial converfation, feemed to be enlarged ;
although at the time, he had no idea or hope, that he was a
a real chriftian, or was entitled to the promifes, His ferious
neighbours, indeed, confidered him as one born again; and one
of them fuppofing, by the tenor of his converfation on re-
ligious fubjets, that doubtlefs he confidered himfelf a convert,
requefted him to flate the reafons which made him fuppofe, or
hope, that he was a Chriftian. He repiied, ¢ I don’t think I
am one—I have no idea that I am; but I'hope I fhall be
Mention was made to him of the gracious promifes which God
had made to fuch as would caft themfelves upon his meicy.
He anfwered, < I choofe ke fhould do with me as he thinks
fit.”  Since that time, by comparing his exercifes with the
word of God, he has conceived an humble hope that he has
real religion; and he continues to poflefs much joy and-comfort,
at the fame time that a fenfe of his own vilenefs and unworthi-
nefs increafes upon him.  But he now fays, that «“a fenfe of his
vilenefs, neither interrupts his happinefs, nor leads him to dread
the day of judgment, for his hopes are in Chriit alone!”

It has been no uncommon thing for the fubje@s of the work,
whofe chief diftrefs and anxiety antecedently arofe from a fenfe.
of their being in the hands of God, unexpeétedly to find them-
Aelves rejoicing in that very confideration—contemplating the
glory and happinefs of God, as an obje& of higher confe-
quence, and more precious than their own perfonal falvation ;
and all this, while as yet, they have had no idea of having ex-
perienced any faving change of heart.

in
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In confequence of becoming reconciled to the divine cha-
radter, law, and fovereignty, to which before they were fo
much oppofed; the charafter and work of Chrift have been
wont to appear unfpeakably glorious and beautiful, as magni-
fying the divine law, and opening a way for the aceeptance of
finners in fuch a manner, as glorifies God, and exalts the
grace and wark of Chrift, and lays them proftrate at his feet.

From-the Rew. Gives H. Cowrks, of New Cambridge, in the
town of Briffol.

For the moft part of the time fince my fettlement in the wor
of the miniftry in this place, there had been fome individuals
under ferious impreflions, and from fix to eleven had been
annually added to the church, But for a year or two before the
revival began, the people appeared to be uncommonly inatten-
tive to their eternal concerns. Many appeared to become more
and more oppofed to the truths of the Gofpel; and numbers
were inclining t6 Deifm, Univerfalifm, and other loofe irreli-
gious fentiments, There was an increafing negle& of public
worfhip. In fhort, the profpe&t, with refpeét to the caufe of
religion, was exceedingly dark and threatening, and the friends
of peace and religion were greatly difcouraged.

This was the the fituation:of the fociety, when the revival
began in feveral neighbouring places, in the latter part of the
year 1798. 'The minifter of one of thofe focieties preached
here the laft Sabbath in Janvary 1799, and gave fome account
of the work of God in thofe towns, which confiderably en-
gaged the attention of the hearers, and appeared to affett the
minds of fome individuals.

In February, three neighbouring minifters were prefent. An
unufual attention and folemnity were {oon very apparent in the
congregation, and numbers appeared deeply affeted and in
tears.

The next day, being on a vifit in one part of the fociety, I
converfed with three young perfons who appeared to be feel-
ingly convinced of their fin and danger. But withia a week
from this le€ture, perhaps fifty appeared to be under a deep
conviction of guilt and danger, and ten or twelve entertained
a hope that they were reconciled to God. Thus the divine
fpirit, ia its quickening influences, feemed to defcend like a
fhower in the different parts of the fociety. For feveral months
the work of conviftion continued to extend, though with lefs
rapidity than at firft, and there were frequent inftances of hope-
ful converfions.

The ball chambers and card tables were now forfaken. And
“thofe who were ferious, were deeply imprefled with a fenfe of
the hurtful tendency of fuch things to divert the attention from
divine things, queneh the, firivings of God’s {pirit, and harden
in fin,
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One hundred have made a profeflion of religion, and beea
teceived into this charch fince the revival began ; of whom 61
are females, and 39 males. About 60 are ynder 30 years of
age, and there may be perhaps 1z who are nearly 5o or up-
wards. This fiows the great importance of cordially engaging
in religion in the feafon of youth, and the dangerous and cni-
tical fituation of thofe who have continued impenitent till on
the decline of life, fince fo few appear to be renewed or brought
to repentance in this latter period. Some who date their conver~
fion feveral years back, have now been more quickened, and
confirmed in their hopes. Others have been fhaken from their
old hopes, been brought to fee that they were building on the
fand, and have now hopefully embraced the Saviour, and thus
built on the Rock of Ages.

It may be remarked, that the converts are chiefly from fa-
milies where one or both the parents were profeffors or hope-
fully friendly to religion, and where fome ferious regard had
been paid to divine things, This tonfideration affords parents
a very powerful motive to engage in religion, and bring u
their children in the nurture and admonitien of the Lord. By
negleting thefe things, parents are deftroying both themfelves
and their children.

THE AWAKENING OF A YOUNG MAN.

A young married man, who was inclining to infidelity, made
very light of the revival when it began; calling it delufion, en-
thufiafm, and prieftcraft. As his wife was among the firft who
appeared ferioufly imprefled, he endeayoured to divert and hin-
der her attention, and to ridicule her out of her ferioufnefs. He
was highly difpleafed, becaufe the was affefted, and thed tears
at hearing a fermon, and faid he was athamed of her folly, and
that no preaching or minifter could ever fetch a tear from him.
Some time after his wife was apparently reconciled to God, the
was about to go with a number of ethers to be examined for ad-
miffion into the church. He endeavoured to difluade her from
it, faying, that was anneceflary, and that fhe could as well live
religious, without making a public profeffion, as with. Butas
fhe, thinking it to be her duty, went to be examined, he was
greatly difpleafed, would hardly fpeak to her, and fcarcely take
his food for feveral days. He told her brother, that he defigned
to go to fea, and fwore that he would never go into the meet-
ing-houfe with her again. But that very day there was a leGture
appointed at the meeting-houfe, and as the family were getting
ready to go, her father with whom he lived, propofed that he
fhould go with them in the waggon. Forgetting his promife,
he accordingly went, and as he entered the meeting-houfe, he
was firft of all powerfully ftruck with the recolle@ion thathl;:;
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had fworn never to go there with his wife again. He was
greatly fhocked at the thought of his rath and wicked oath.
"The fermons which were delivered, made a powerful and deep
mmtpreflion on his mind, It feemed, he obferved, as if the dif-
courfes were addrefied directly to him ; and he was greatly af-
fected, and in.tears, during a confiderable part of the religious
exercifes. He was apparently-in great diftrefs of mind for fome
time, and feemed deeply fenfible of the madnefs and wickednels
of his former condu&, 1n oppofing and making light of divine
things. After a while, he was relieved from his diftrefs of mind,
and obtained a hope that he was reconciled to God. He has
fince, with his wife, made a public profefion of that religion
which he cnce oppofed and defpifed. Itis to be hoped, that his
life may-be fuch as to adorn his Chriftian profeflion, and be evi-
dential of a real changz of heart. But whether it fhould be fo,
or not, ftill it appears to have been a remarkable difplay of the
power of Ged in favour of divine truth,

Such remarkable revivals-of religion, afford-ftrong evidence
that the fcriptures are from God, fince the truths contained ir
them are attended with fuch a divine power in awakening, re-
forming, and renewing finners. No other doétrines or {chemes
of religion have fuch powerful effefts. The bible informs. us,
that the preaching of the gofpel produced fuch happv and glo-
sious effects, where it was firft propagated by the apoftles.
Great maltitudes both of Jews and Gentiles were then awaken-
ed, turned from fin to holinefs, called out of darknefs into mar-
vellous light, and added to the church of Chrift. 'When, there-
fore, we {ee the goipel now producing fuch effets, they greatly
confirm its truth and divine origin.

Such {feafons of peculiar attention to divine things, plainly
manifeft, that the power which renders the gofpel fuccefsful,
1s of God, and not of man; and that agreeably to the declara-
tion of the apoftle: ¢ Paul planted, Apollos watered : but God
¢ gave the increafe.” For we fee from fa&, that at one time
the preaching of the gofpel, for years, has little or no.effeét ;
few or none are awakened and renewed. At another time,
thefe fame truths, which have been heard year after year with
no apparent effe@, have been clothed with power, arreft the
attention of numbers, -and are the means of producing a wonder-
ful change in their feelings and fentiments ; {o that many now
cordially believe and embrace thofe truths, which a few weeks
before they bitterly oppofed and denied ; and now take plea-
fure in prayer, reading the fcriptures, ferious converfation, and
the other duties of religion, which but a fhort time fince they
perhaps ridiculed and de{pifed, or at leaft neglected and confi-
dered as very tedious and irkfome. Such fa@s fully evince,
that the power which produces thefe remarkable effeéts, is nat
of man, nor-in the goipel itfelf, but of God, wha giveth fus.
cefs to the preaching of the gofpel, when and how he pleafes.
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‘The fovereignty of God in the difpenfations of grace, is
clearly difplayed in fuch revivals ; for it is evident from fadts
that God has mercy on whom he will have mercy ; awakens
and renews one, ard not another, as he in infinite wifdom fees
fir. Although, as before noticed, the hopefal converts are
ehiefly from families, where the fabbath, public worthip, and
divine things have been regarded and reverenced; yet fome
have been under powerful impreflions and conviétions, who, to
human appearance, were as unlikely to be imprefled as almoft
any in the fociety. From the fame family fome have been
taken, others left.

Moft of thofe, who have obtained hopes of a faving conver-
fion, profefledly come into the Calviniftic {entiments of reli-
gion. They believe in the finne’s total depravity of heart, di-
vind fovereignty, decrees, election, and the {pecial influences
of the Spirit of God in regeneration. At the time of their fup-
pofed reconciliation to God, they felt themfelves fatisfied with
thefe doctrines, which before they had greatly oppofed.  After
a lively fenie and conviction of their helplefs, ruined ftate, and
their abfotute dependence on free, fovereign grace, the only
comfort and relief they could fiad was in a view of the Gofpel
method of falvation. A belief that there was falvation in Chrift
for the chief of fizners, and that God could have mercy on
whem he pleafed, encouraged them to hope, that there wasa
poflibility that they might be faved. Many of them profefs
to have been brought to an unconditional fubmiffion to the fo-
vereignty of a holy God, or a willingnefs to be in his hands,
and at hisdifpofal ; being fatisfied that he would be juft, thould
he caft them off for ever. With thefe views and feelings, they
enjoyed a calmnefs 'and ferenity of mind, which they never en-
joyed before; and from this period they date their hopes of hav-
ing experienced a faving converfion.

Yet they appear to be fenfible that their hearts are decettful,
and fo defperately wicked, that they dare not truft them.
Their religious joy feems to be accompanied with fear and
trembling.

From the Rew. Rurvs HawLey, Paflor of the Church in
Northington, town of Farmington.

Tue work of God in this parith, I conceive, has not been
fo great as in fome other places; yet confidering the fmallnefs
of the fociety, which confifts of but little more than one hundred
families, it muft be confefled the work is truly glorious, There
is reafon to hope and believe, many perfons will remember this
happy day with joy and praife, not only whilft they live, but
through eternity.

Through the whole awakening, it has been moft apparently
evident, that the work was the effect of the Divine Spirit. hIt

as
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has been peculiarly free from noify blind zeal, and frenzy.
The convictions of finners have been regular, folemn, and pun-
gent ;. and there is reafon to hope a confiderable number have
been born of the Spirit.

Since the awakening began among my people, between forty
and fifty have made a profeflion of religion, and joined the
church. Thofe who have jong been.in Chrift, appear to have had
frefh anointings of the Divine Spirit, and to have been ftirred
up to pray more fervently than ufual for themfelves, and for
the profperity of Zion. Thofe who were in Chrift before, and
Likewife thofe who have lately profefled faith in him, have, in
general, exhibited a good degree of evidence, that they are
joined to the Lord, and have his {pirit. They delight in the
duties of religion. The fervice of God is now {weet and plea-
fant to them in all its branches. They love to read God’s
word. Many have faid, the Bible is intlrely a new book to
them. The prufalof it, which afforded them norfatisfaction
before, now yields them the higheft delight. Now they fearch
the Scriptures daily, and {ay with the Pfalmift, O how love I
thy law: it is daily my delight. Thofe that rarely came to
the houfe of God are conftant and diligent attendants. They
love the fanctuary of God, the place where his honour dwells :
and delight in the ordinances of the Gofpel. And their foul is
fatisfied as with marraw and fatnefs ; and they praife God with
joyful lips,

¢To be contirued.)
S— p— m———

ASSOCIATIONS.

—

THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION.

"'THE Minifters and Meffengers of the Baptift Churches of the
Northern Affociation, affembled at Hamfterley, May z5, 26,
27, 1801.

Monday, May 21, Afternocon, Half-paff Tavo o’clock.—The
Minifters and Meffengers met in the veftry, when the letters
were read, and three were -engaged in prayer. Three of the
churches have had'additions fince our laft. They are all peace-
able. Adjonrned the aflembly till nine to-morrow.

Ewening, Half-paff Six o'clock.—Brother Cook opened public
worfhip, and Brother Emery preached from 11 Cor. v. zo. He
alfo concluded.

Tiefday Morning, May 22, Morning, Nine o’clock.—~Met in
the veftry for mutual communications and experimental confer-
ence. Two Brethren were engaged in prayer. Adjourned till
three o’clock,

Marning,
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Morning, Half-pafp Ten &' clock.—Brother Emery opened public
worthip..as ufual ; when Brother Hill preached from 3 Cor..v.
17. And, after prayer and finging, Brother Cracherode preach-
ed from Luke ix. 10. He alfo concluded with prayer, &c.

Afternoon, Three occlock.—We met again, when two Brethren
were engaged in prayer to God. The aflociation letter was
read (the fubje@ of which was, Zke aiful and dangerous condi-
tion of a church in a declining and back-fliding fate) and approved
of. A queftion from one of the churches, #What is the fpecial
duty of churches, wwhen, as now, they experience-a awant of paftors
and evangelical minifiers ?—was then confidered.

Anfwer—1, To unite in fervent prayer to God for this pur-
pofe, Matth. ix. 36-—38.

2. To give encouragement to young men of piety and pro-
mifing talents, who are humble and teachable, 2 Tim. i1 2.
iii. 14, 15. And in order to this—We, the miniftersand paf-
tors prefent, agree together—

Firft, That every Saturday afternoon, at four o’clock, we
will retire to our clofets in private about this matter, agreeable
to Exod. xiv. 15. Deat. iii. 23-~27. 2 Cor. xii, 8. And re-
queft our deacons, &c. to-do the fame thing.

Secondly, That every firft Monday of the month, at feven
o’clock, we will unite in focial prayer for this alfo, as well as
for the prevalence of the gofpel; and we will continue in thefe
exercifes till our next meeting. Adjourned till {feven o’clock
to-morrow morning.

Ewvening, Half-paff Six o’clock.—Brother Cracherodé opened
public worfhip with finging and prayer. Brother Sheraton
preached from John vi. 37. and then Brother Cook, from Pfalm
xviii. 46. He alfo concluded.

Wednefday, May 23, Sewven o'clock, Morning.—Met again,
when two Brethren were engaged in prayer. The next Affocia-
tion to he at North Shields, on Tuelday and Wednefday in
Whitfun-week. As the moderator began, fo he concluded with
prayer.

POSTSCRIPT.

THE moderator, at the laft meeting on Wednefday ‘morning,
favoured the Brethren with reading over the minutes of the Nor-
thern Affociation of the Baptift churchesa century ago, held at
Bitchburn, near Hamfterley, June 2§, 1701, at the houfe of
the Rev. H. Blackett, one of the then paftors of this church.
Unknown then to the author, there appears a remarkable coin-
cidence betwixt fome of their deliberations and the fubjeé of
the affociation letter, which, as it is interefting, he tranfcribes it.

ocT. 1801.] z 2 Q 4 Is
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Q. Is there any juft caufe.to fear that the churches and
pxoteffor» of Jefus Chuitt in this age, are in any refpet relapfed
or {allen into decay?

A. There is juft caufe to'fear,, &c.

Q. I it be fo, is it not neceffary to know wherein ?

A. It 15, and we fear, upon due confidération, there is a
decgy in many things, and particularly in thefe :

In love—to the Lord—his caufe and intereft—and to onc,
aw:hca Rev.ii. 4. Jer. ii. 3, 5. Lam. i. ¢, 8. Mal. i. 13. iil.
7, t4. Mauh. xxiv. 12. Rom. xii. 9, 10

2. In zeal for God, his name, and truth. Rev. iii. 19. Gal.
iv. 18, Titai. 14.

3. In heavenly minded“xefs, and clofe walking with God,
Phil. n1 17—20. job xgix. 2—6." Pfalm xvi. 8.

4. Inthe life of faith upon God, .and humility before God :
all which are much aggravated by that great mfenfibility of
thofe which remain upon the fpirits of God’s people, Heb. iii.
12, x. z5. Hab. il 4. 1 Pet. i, 5, 6. Hof. vii. 8—10. Judges
xvi. zo!

Q. If there be a decay; 15 it not needful to enquire after
the caufe of 1t?

A Itis, and this appears to be,

Remiflnefs in the great duty of watchfulnefs, Rev. iii. 2.
an\,wx 56. Rev. xvi. 13,

. .Self Iow, Tim. 1. 1, 2. Phil i, 21. 2z Tim. iv. 10.

3 Not m.kav up to the light which they have received,
John »ii. Luke xii. 47.

4. Lu,.c w:u'manfs and ‘indifference in the things of God,
Hoi~=1 vil. 8. Rev. iit. 15, 16.

Too great conformity to the world in life and manners, 1
john‘x 15, 17, 2 Tim.iv, 10. Rom. xii. 2.

Q. Whar are the moft effectual means incumbent on the
Lord’s people, and to be ufed by them in a way of duty for their
recov cr) ander any decay ?

A A due 'mpl cation to God by prayer and fupplication,
ho(ca vi. 1. and Fialm Ixxx. 3, 7. cxliil. 10; 11,

A dab exarination and trial of our ways, Lam. iii. 4o0.
Ha'r i3, 7. Phlm cxix. 59.

3. A true and thorough reforination from all thofe things
which have been the caufe of our decays, Rev.il. §. iil. 3. I9.

4. A confcientious care to fhr up one another to the duries
aforefaid, Heb. iii. 13. x. 24, 23.

Q. What is the beft way aid means for increafing and
promoting love among faints ?

A. 1. A trae fenfe of the love of God fhed abroad in our
own hearts, Rem. v. 5, 8. 1 Johniv. g, 11.

2. Ualon with Chrift, and an endeavour to have a lively ex-
pericnee thereof, and with one another in Him, John xiil. 34.
xvil. 21, 23.

3. often
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3. Often meeting together, and {peaking one to another of
the things of the Lord, and of Jefus Chrift, (i. €. 72 78 Kvgiz )
1 Cor. vii. -32. Phil. i, 21. which are oppofed. to the things
of the world, and our own things), Mal.iii. 16. Heb. x. 24, 25-

4. Seeking to God in private very often, that our love to him
and one another may more increafe and abound, 1 Thefl. iii. 12.

5. The frequent meditation upon, and right application of
this, that we are all the children of one Father, beloved of
Him, and To ought to love one another, f Johniii. 1. iv. 7,
1, 17, v. 1. '

YORK AND LANCASHIRE ASSQCIATION.
Held at Manchefier, May 27, 28, 1801.
BREVIATES.

Wednefday afternoon, May" 27, 1801 met at two o’clock.
Brother Davis opened the meeting with a hymn and prayer.
Brother Hartley preached from Rom. v. 10. Brother Dicken-
fon read the circular letter, on THE MoORAL Law, and con-
cluded with prayer,

Met again at half paft fix o’clock. Brother-Aijtkin prayed.
Brother Davis preached from Eph. ii. 8. and concluded with

rayer,

Thurfday morning, met for prayer at fix o’clock, when the
letters from the feveral churches were read by brother Little-
wood, chofen moderator, who concluded with prayer.

Met again at half paft nine o’clock. Prother Lathem
prayed, after which, brothers Hirft and Fawcett preached.
The former from Luke xv.ii. and the latter from Phil. iii. r,
and concluded in the ufual way.

After dinner, it was ordered that the circular letter theuld be

rinted,~—

That the fubje@ of the next letter fhould be the iMrpor-
TANCE OF FAMILY RELIGION, ard that brether Fawcett
be requefted to draw it up.

That on Lord’s day evening, July 26, 1801, the churches
are to-meet at their refpective plages, exprefly for the purpofe
of offering folemn prayer to God to revive his caufe, which
appears to be in a declining fate.

That an additional letter fhould be printed,—the fubject, ke
be} means to promote a revival of religion in the churches of
Chriff. Brother Fawzett was al{o requefted to draw it up.

That the next aflociation be held at Blackburn, the Wednef-
day and Thurfday in Whitfun-week ; and that the following
minifters be requefted to preagh, viz. brothers Davis, Little~
wood, and Fawcett, fenior.—In cafe of failure; brethren Pik-
ling, Dickenfon, and Hirft.

STATE OF THE CHURCHES.
BExcluded - - - - - - - 197 .
Died- - -~ -« - - - = - g¢{*
Added ~ - ~ - - - - - - 17

%%2 Decreafed ——10
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NEW MEETING HOUSES OPENED.

BOW NEW MEETING.

On May, the 25th,* was opened ‘the Baptift Meeting-houfe,
at Bow, Middlefex. Mr. Thomas Thomas, of Mile-End, read
a-portion of the Pfalms, and prayed.—Dr. Rippon, of London,
preached from 2 Cor. vi. 13. Mr. Severn, of Harlow, con-
cluded in prayer.

In the afternoon, Mr. Hunt (one of Mr. Bogue’s ftudents)
prayed. Mr. Ford, of Stepney, preached from Pfalm cx. z.
<« Tbe Lord fhall fend the rod of thy firength,” &c. Mr. New-
man (Paftor of the Church) gave out the Hymns.

Two valuable fermons were delivered ; a handfome collec-
tion was made towardt defraying the expence of the bailding ,
and, on the whole, it:was a day long to be remembered to the
Lord with gratitude and joy !

‘ * This article would Have been introduced in proper time, if it had been
ent.
ILFORD NEW MEETING.

IT is about four years ago. fince the Gofpel was firft intro-
duced into this town. Two rooms have been occupied for
divine worfhip ; till lately, the hearers have been very few.
Two years ago, Mr. Sandys made a vifit at Ilford, and, by his
afliftance, acceptable Minifters have been procured. The num-
ber of hearers having of late gradually increafed, a hope was
encouraged. of forming a Baptift Church ; it was hence deemed
neceffary to ere& a fuitable place of worfhip. Under the fuper-
intendence of Mr. Pratt it was planned ; and begun on the 13th
day of Auguft laft, and opened for religious worfhip on Lord’s-
Day, the 27th of the prefent month of September: previous to
which, feveral perfons were baptized in Mr. Newman’s Meet-
ing-houfe, at Bow, by the Rev. Mr, Sandys, who preached a
{uitable difcourfe on the occafion.——~The fame evening they were
formed into a Church, ina folemn meeting, at [lford.

The fervices of the day on which the meeting was opened,
were conducted as follows, viz.

In the morning, Mr. Allen gave out the hymns, and prayed.
Mr. Pewtrefs preached ffom Gen. xxviil, 16. 17. and concluded
In prayer.

In the afternoon, Dr. Rippon prayed, and preached from
Rom. viii. 17. 4nd in the evening, Mr. lllidge prayed and
preached from Nehemiah x. 39. (laft claufe). We believe it was
to many a folemn and joyful day.

- —
TO DR. RIPPON.
REV. SIR, Paris, July 20, 1801.
N my laft, from Bruffels, I promifed to give you a letter on
my arrival at Paris ; I now takeup my pen with pleafure
to fulfil'my engagement. In the road from Bruffels to Paris,
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vou pafs through Mons, the village of Jemappe, remarkable
for the bloody battle fonght between the Fremch and the
Auftsians, in the begining of the war, when the French troops
were commanded by Dumourier. Valenciennes, where fome
parts of the city now in ruins, bring to remembrance the long
and terrible fiege it endured. Cambray, one of the moft opu-
lent commercial cities in the Netherlands, whofe inhabitants
trade largely in cambrics, famous for having the immortal
Fenelon, a long time for its Bifhop, the author of Telemachus,
and the fineft genius that ever France produced ; this great man
ventured to preach the doftrine of toleration, at the very time
that the tyrant Lewis XIV. was dragooning and banithing his
Proteftant fubje@s.sFenelap’s greatenemy and antagonift, was the
eloquent, but bloody and perfecuting Bofluet, bithop of Meaux,
whofe abilities fink when contrafted with the virtues and ta-
lents of the author of Telemachus. I have juft peeped into
Boffuet’s writings, twelve large volumes in- quarto filled with
eloquence and fophifms againft the Proteftant religion, and
palliating the abfurdities of popery, though a violent perfecutor
of the Proteftants for not believing tranfubftantiation and purga-
tory, &c. yet himfelf was nothing more than a difguifed in-
fidel : this is afferted as a faf, by one of the greateft writers
France ever produced—not the firlt time that infidels have been
the greateft perfecutors. The country from Bruffels to Paris,
does not appear populous ; but as you fcarcely pafs by any woods
upon the road, but every. fpot cultivated, no deferts, or barren
heaths, as you fee in England, the produce muft be confumed,
fhould France enjoy a long period of peace which muft in-
fallibly increafe its population ; I think the gountry will not be
able to fupport its inhabitants, as there is little orno new
ground to be broken up. Paris is remarkably populous; though
London is larger, yet the ftreets at Paris are more crouded wth
paflengers, if we except dbout Cheapfide ; every thihg is plenty
and cheap, a good bottle of wine for ten fous, or fivepence
Englifh; though houfe rent and fome articles are much dearer
than in the provinces, the inhabitants in general appear in eafy
circumftances, well drefled, and well fed ; very little beggary,
or mifery to be feen‘in the ftreets. Yefterday I was introduced
by a United Irifiman into the company of the noted Mr. Thomas
Paine, he received me with the greateft politenefs, fhewed me a
curious iron bridge he had conftru&ed, in his leifure hours, at
Paris.  Informs me, he is about to return to America, to end his
days; though a very fenfible man, yet is the moft pofitive and
dogmatical I ever met with: had a long converfation on the
evidences.of Chriftianity ; he now pofitively afferts, that there
never exifted fuch a man as Jefus Chrift and his twelve Apoftles,
but that the Chriftian religion is founded upon the worfhip of
the Sun, and that fefus Chrift and his twelve Apoftles are the
twelve figns of the Zodiac, which was found out about feven-

teen
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teen thoufand years ago: my reply was,—Sir, the world is not
{o old; for arts and fciences are but yet in their infartcy. The
Bithop of Llandaff’s Apelogy, is thought to be a good anfwer
to your Age of Reafon, and it is expefted in England, you
fhould take fome notice of him.~—Sir, the Bithop is a wery weak
man, 1 have noticed him in my third part of the Age of Reafon,
which has been ready for three years paft; but has not been

ublifhed, owing to the intolerancy of the Britith Government ;

ut as foon as [ arrive in America, it fhall immediately go to
the prefs. —Mr. Paine, don’t you think the argument conclufive
that God might with as much juftice deftroy the Canaanites by
the fword: of the Ifraelites, as by an earthquake or deluge ?— No,
Sir, an earthquake; ora deluge are not moral agents, war will
make men bloody and vicious.—1 replied, Sir, I cannot fee the
ftrength of that argument, King Wiiilam 1II. General Wath-
ington, and the firft Conful Buonaparte, have been valiant and
vi@orious in-battle ; but in peace, are they more vicious, bloody
and immoral than other men?

Mr. Painé, have you feen Archdeacon Paley’s evideuces of
Chriftianity ? a clear headed man, whofe book is thought to be
unanfwerable, he has made .good ufe of Dr. Lardner’s works
i his writings.—Dr. Lardner, Sir, was nothing but an o/
wwoman, and Dr. Prieftley is not much better, enjoys no popu-
tarity in America; for he nor only writes againit fuperfiition,
but alfo againft reafon: had be only followed chymifiry, he
might have done well enough in America.—] think 1 have
given you cnough of the vanity and conceit of Mr., Paine, and
have but juft time to fay, Rev. Sir, I remain, &c. B

.

—

OBITUARY,

MISS ROXANA REDDING, TWELVE YEARS OF AGE.
( Publifbed for the Encouragement of young Perfons.)
TO DR. RIPPON.
REV. SIR, Tiuro, March 2, 1801.
Roxana Redding, my eldeft daughter, was born February 4,
1787, and died Auguft 24, 1799. She was remarkable for her
vivacity and chearfulnefs till about two years before her death,
when fhe became - pleafingly grave and {edate. Her natural
temper was frank, open, artlefs,+ honeft, and affettionate.
- Without hefiration the would vifit any one that invited her in
the town or country, when fhe was very young, and contentedly
flay with them; but for fome time before her death, fhe was
timorous, did not like to leave home, and cleaved much to her
mother : fhe liked home, becaufe the could have a place for re-
tirement without interruption.

About a year before her death, fhe was very attentive to my
infirutions.” Saturday afternoon I ufed to meet fome children
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at a friend's houfe, talk with them, fing hymns, and pray.
Her countenance, on thefe occafions, indicated a very ferious
mind. I obferved her fond of retirement, reading the fcrip-
tares, and fuch pieces of poetry as were of the elegiac kind, or
that prefented death as their fubje@. Thefe fhe would learn
off, and repeat to us in the famuly at the clofe of the day, as
we fat, in the winter, round the fire. Accidentally entering
her room one day, 1f{aw a paper, in which fhe had wrote her
experience. From that wrniting, which I could never fee more,
I learnt that the following circumftance had been blefled to
awaken her attention to fpiritual things. I vifited an aged man,
who was dying, with whom I had fome very interefting conver-
fation; I related it to my little flock the fame evening, making
fome ferious refletions on it. She was prefent, and what I then
faid was ufeful, as fhe obferved, to convince her of fin. From
that time fhe became more and more ferious, retired frequently
i the day for prayer and religious exercifes, and excited others
to the fame duties. She urged on her companions, and on other
children with-whom fhe converfed, the neceflity of being ready
for death. As to herfelf, fhe would fay, the was not afraid to
die, and looking up to heaven, as the walked the garden, would
exprefs her longing to be gone. A litile before %cr latt illnefs,
fhe made the following extraét from Mrs. Rowe’s Devout Exer-
cifes of the Heart, which the left with a ferious fervant <

« My thirfty foul pines for the waters of life. O, who will
refreth me with the pleafurable draught! How long fhall I
wander in this defart land, where every profpe@ is wafte and
barren. I look round me in vain, and figh, itill unfatisfied.
O, who will lead me to the fiil waters, and make me to re-
pofe in green paftures, where the weary are for ever at reft ?
how tedious are the hours of expeQation!”

Her letters to her female relations and acquaintance fthewed
the religious frame of her mind. An extrat or two from thele
may fhew her fpirit.  After a little thynefs between her and ber
coufin, fhe thus writes :—<< It is with great pleafure I wiite
thefe few lines. We ought to forgive one another’s fauls.  If
Chrift did not love us, and thew us more mercy than we do ene
another, we might have been ia hell long ago, lifting up our
eyes in torments; and, with Dives, be locking for a drop of
water to cool our tongues, being tormented in the flames. I
don’t know whether you ever think about it or not, [ have many
a time. Let us, therefore, my dear coufin, think mcre about
it than we have yet done. We are every day expofed to fick-
nefs, pain, and death. Let us be ready for it when it fhall
come; and when death fhall point his dart at us, may we be re-
digned, thinking we are going to Him, that once crucified, and
pow rifen Saviour. Having Him for our prize, may we be
prefling towards Him with frefh vigour. O that the Lord may
enlighten your eyes more and more to fee your ftate by natare.
We are all born to die—we might have been taken off in our
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Iaft illnefs ;—but you fee God is 2 God of mercy. Blefled be
his name, he will fhew mercy.
«¢ Thy mercy my God is the theme of my fong,” &c. &cs

Her mind dwelt ferioufly, and with great tendernefs, on the
death of Chriftian friends ; .on which occafions fhe would try to
compofe verfes, by way of elegy : a fpecimen of the turn of her
mird on thefe occafions I will give you, in lines compofed
when fhe was about eleven years of age.

¢ And is my dear, my beft of friendsno more ?
Is fhe.not landed, fafe on Canaan’s fhore ?

Eliza’s gone, fhe’s reach’d her heavenly home,
Where ficknefs, pain, and death can never come.
Alas, fhe’s gone! her friends no more to fee ;

But Jefus is her friend, and ftill will be -
She’ll dwell for ever near his fmiling face,
And fing of endlefs mercy, truth, and grace.
She wriumph’d over hell, and over death— -
She prais’d her Saviour with her lateft breath
Two helplefs babes fhe has for ever left,—
For ever of a mother’s care bereft.
O fatal lofs! fhe’s from her hifband torn,
And he is]eft behind to weep and mourn ;
But fhe is gone unto her heavenly reft,
To dwell for ever on her Saviour’s breaft.”

As fhe advanced in piety, her countenance which had been
full of fire and vivacity, wore a gravity unaffeéted, and a fe-
renity indicative of a peaceful foul. Her feafons of retirement
became more frequent, and drawn out to greater length. The
teifure hours, which fhe ufed to fpend in play, were now occu-
pied, for the moft part, in reading, prayer, and finging hymns,
with the little companions of her choice. Now her zeal
became confpicuous, She had one or two fele& companions,
with whom fhe retired fometimes into the meeting houfe, and
fometimes into a little room, fet apart for religious exercifes.
Here, infimplicity and opennefs of heart, as one in earneft;
fhe has prayed before feverat of our female Chriftian friends,
But befides the two or three fele companions, the had others
in different pares of the town, and of different denominations
of religion, with whom fhe met, and converfed in their own
houfes, and excited them to prayer.

Her death was occafioned by a cold and fever fhe took in
riding ouf with me to hear a fermon in the country. She was
a fortnight ill, but her complaints {carcely alarmed us, until we
faw her dying. The confolations afforded to an afflited father
and mother, from the Father of Mercies, and the God of all
Grace, have been neither few nor fmall. For my own part, [
ought to fay, for the honour of God and the comfort of his
people, that I have enjoyed at feafons, fince her death, a little
Heaven on earth.  Yours, &c. RoserT REDDING.
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THE HISTORY
oF

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT YARMOUTH,
NORFOLK.

———

« THEurging of Popifh ceremonies and diverfe inno-

vatedinftitutions in'the worthip and fervice of God,
by Bifhop Wren and his inftruments ; the fufpending and
filencing of diverfe godly minifters, and perfecuting of
godly men and women ; caufed diverfe of the godly in
Norwich and Yarmouth, and other places, to remove and
to pafs over into Holland, to enjoy the liberty of their
confcience in God’s ‘'worfhip, and to free themfelves from
human inventions.

« After they came into Holland, diverfe joined them-
felves tn the church at Rotterdam, and abode members of
that church five or fix years; among whom alfo were Mr.
William Bridge and Mr. John Ward, who alfo were
chofen officers of the church there : but after the giad
tidings of a hopeful parliament, called and convened in
England, was reported to the church at Rotterdam, di-
verfe of the church, whofe hcarts God ftirred up to fur-
ther the light they now faw, by all lawful means, in
their native country, not without hope of erjoying liberty
there, after much advifing with the church, and feeking
God for direftion, they returned, with the affent, appre-
bation, and prayers of the church, into England, with
the refolution to gather into a church, with all'convenfent
fpeed, wherever God fhould pleafe to dire&t them ; the
church alfo promifing to give their aflent, under hand-
writing, for their inchurching whenfoever notice fhould
be given of the prefent probability of the fame to the
church.

¢« Upon the return of diverfe at feveral times, and fitting
down in diverfe places among their former acquaintance,
where fome of them had formerly inhabited, as at Nor=
wich and Yarmouth, they found many lets and impedi-
ments to their prefent gathering. In the mean time,
Mr, John Ward, being called to Colchefter, did there,
with others, gather into church fellowfhip, and there
continued.

Nov. 18or1.] AAA After
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After very many meetings of the brethren to feek God,
and advile together about inchurching themfelves, though
they were not yet dwelling in one place, at laft feeing
fome hope of effelting it, diverfe, thought they might be
in readinefs for it, and more comfortably do it, fent over
to the church at Rotterdam for their affent ; and in an-
fwer thereunto, the church fent over this an{wer fol-
lowing, with the names thereunder fpecified, viz.

¢« Whereas {everal members of our Englith Church in
Rotterdam, whofe names are hereunder written, have
defired difmiffion, that they may incorporate themfelves
into a church in Norwich, or elfewhere, thefe are to cer-
tify whom it may concern, that in church meeting, there
is granted liberty and leave unto them to join together
into a body in church fellowthip ; trufting upen their
faichfulnefs, that they will join and walk according to the
order which Jefus Chrift hath left to be obferved in the
churches, wherein likewife they have walked in their fel-
Jowfhip with us, commending them to the fweet guidance
of the Spirit of Chrift, with earneft defire and prayer
that truth and grace may be their portion. Amen.

By me, RoserT PARBE, in the
name of the Church.

The names difmiffed to incorporate, are as follows

Thomas King, and his wife
John Baiderfton, and his wife

James Goodings, ard wife
Thomas Rayner

Sam. Clarke, and his wife
Sara. Alexaoder, and his mother
Wim. Qfciall, and his wife
John Eyre, and his wife

John Leverington. and wife
Wi Howman, and wife
Theomas Thurfton, and wife

James Gedney

Anne Sobbold

Sicilia Rayner
Sarah-Jewittfon*

P. Fawcett

Thomas Durrand
Dorothea Woodwards.

Wm. Greenwood, and wife

¢« Not long after this,diverfe others fent likewife forthe
affent of the church, for themfelves and . . . . . their dif-
mifon. Afier this, the Brethren met again, to confi-
der about their inchurching ; and becaufe they could dot,
for the prefent, fee their way clear, where the church
{hould be refident, the brethren not abiding tegether in
o::e place, and, until that were concluded, could not com-
fortably gather into a body; therefore they coniidered,
Wheiher the church thould refide at Yarmouth, or at

* This wozd not phin in our copy. )
Norvich?
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Norwich ? and it was agreed, that where moft liberty
for the church, and hope of encreafe fhould appear, there
the church fhould fettle ; which to find out, was the work
of the brethren in both places ; and they were to give
in what they found for liberty and opportunity in either
lace.

P « November7, 1642.—T he Brethren met again with Mr.
Bridge (who as yet had not the affent of the church to
join with them,) about this bufinefs, to fee their way
clear in pitching upon a place where to fettle the church;
and finding fo much difficulty in concluding on the place,
they refolved to lay afide all things concerning the place;
and only take firft into confideration, whether it was
their duty to endeavour to gather into a body, or no, pre-
fently ? And they concluded,

1. That, notwithftanding all difficulties and oppofitions
whatfoever did appear, it was a duty for them to endea-
vour to gather prefently.

After this was fully concluded, then they took into
confideration, what place would beft fit for prelent condi-
tion of the church; and, upon deliberation, concluded,

2. That Norwich was the place for the prefent being
of the church. Then they agreed alfo,

3. That where moft lib2rty and greateft hope of en-
creafe fhould appear afterwards, in fome econvenient
time, there the church fhould f:ttle.

To thofe conclufions; fifteen perfons fet their hands,
the firft time that any fubfcription (fince their coming
over) was made to any conclufion or agreement. Upon
this, the brethren blef{ed God, and were much refrethzad,
being in great hopes, that now at laft this great and
weighty work fhould go on, therefore appointed a day for
another meeting.

They met on the 23d of the fame month, appointed
12 perfons to manage their affairs, and Chriftopher
Stygolds freely offered himfelf to the work of the Lord,
in building a houfe to his name, and made a motion, that
John Eyre fhould join wits him in the work, who did fo,
with eight or nine more brethren. It was then afked, if
they were fatisfied with what had been done ! which
being anfwered in the affirmative, the fifters (nine in
number, whofe names have been mentioned) were re-
quefted to join in helping forward the work of the Lord.
T'o which they all agreed.

AAA2 The
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The church being again met on February 27, requeft-
ed Mr. Bridge to join them ; to which he agreed, and ac-
cordingly wrote to Rotterdam for his difmiffion.  After
this, Yarmouth was judged a more fafe place, in thefe
dangerous times, than Norwich; and Mr. Bridge, taking
a journey to London, was inftructed to confult fome
godly minifters there, about a proper place of fafety.
And after fome time, the profpeét both of fafety and
profperity being much greater at Yarmouth than at Nor-
wich, the brethren agreed to meet as a church at Yar-
mouth. The church, however, was formed in Norwich,
prior to their removal, as appears from the following
covenant :

Fune 28, 1643.—~Mr. Bridge, with others aforenamed,
entered into the following covenant, to which they all.
fubfcribed :

« It is manifeft out of Goed’s word, that God was
pleafed to walk in a way of covenant with his people,
he promifing to be their God, and they promifing to be
his people ; as may appear Deut. xxix. 10. 13. Ifa. lvi.
3. 6. Adts v. 13, 14, &c. We being in the fear of
God, defirous to worthip and fear him accerding to his
revealed will, do freely, folemnly, and jointly, covenant
with the Lord, in the prefence of faints and angels,

« Firft, That we will for ever acknowledge and avouch
God to be our God in Jefus Chriit.

« Secondly, That we will always endeavour, through
the grace of God affifting us, to walk in his ways and or-
dinances, attending to his written word, which is the
only fufficient rule of good life for every man.

¢ Thirdly, Neither will we fuffer ourfelves to be pol-
luted by any finful ways, either public or private; but
will abftain rrom the very appearance of evil, giving no
offence to the Jew or to ‘the Gentile, or to the Church
of Chrift.

« Fourthly, That we will in all love improve our
communicn as brethren, by watching over one another,
and, as nesd fhall be, to counfel, admonith, reprove,
comfort, relieve, afhift, and bear with ene another, hum-
bly fubmitting ourielves to the covenant of Chrift in his
churches.

¢« Laftly, We do not promife thele things in our own,
but in Chrilt his ftrength ; neither do we confine ourfelves

to the wo:ds of this covenant, but fhall account it our
duty
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duty, at all times, to embrace any further light er truth,
that fhall be revealed to us out of God’s word.”

Sept. 9g.—The church, being met at Norwich, began
to chofe their officers, and unanimoufly called Mr.
Bridge to the paftoral office, ¢ who did accordingly ac-
cept thereof the next day.” On which day he was allo
ordained ; and, it being {,ord’s day, fome of the members,
and members’ children, were baptized, and the Lord’s
Supper was adminiftered. Some perfons alfo were added,
by letters of difmiffign from the church at Rotterdam.

The church afterwards met at Yarmouth and at
Norwich.

About O&ober, Mr. John Benbridge came to Yarmouth;
he was, November 5, admitted into church fellowfhip, who
improved his abilities for the edification of the fame.

Seventeen perfons were fhortly after admitted, and then
twenty-fix more ; and, foon after, feveral others.

The brethren at Norwich requefted the refidence of the
church to be fixed there; hut, after fome debate, it was
agreed to make trial of the liberty in Yarmouth., After
which, the brethren at Norwich, by mutual confent,
formed a church likewife.

About February 2, 1645, the brethren at Yarmouth
were laid under reftraint by the town, not to receive any
more perfons into church fellowfhip with them ; but on
April 16th, 1646, gave the town notice they would no
longer be under this reftraint.

fpril 26.— John Cartwright, Chriftopher Stygolds, and
Richard Garrit, were fet apart to the office ot Deacons, by
prayer and the impofition of hands.
 November 1649.—The Council of Stowe invited Mt.
Bridge, but he did not go.

Some fcruples, about this time, were in circulation about
the lawfulnefs or unlawfulnefs of giving the right hand of
fellowthip to thofe who denied infant baptifm.

October 31, 1650.~The church agreed to invite Mr.
Harbingham, as an affiftant to Mr. Bridge. Mr. H.
was then, it is {uppofed, a member of the church at Wal-
- pole, and a probationer at Hinningham, vwhere feveral
were converted by his miniftry. After the bufinefs being
unfettled fome time, he fent his final anfwer on Jan. 22,
1650. The church then agreed to invite Mr. Tillinghaft
from Sylam, and appointed two brethren to acquaint him
with their invitation, which he accepted.

AAA3 Fanuary
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Fanuary 21, 1651.—Mr. Stygold, Mr. Dunn, Mr.
Barker, and Mr. Wathington, were chofen to be ruling
Elders.

The Deacons chofen inftead of Mr. Stygold and Mr,
Barker, were thefe, Mr. Albertfon and Mr. Shipdham.

Mr. Tillinghaft received calls from feveral other
churches, and at laft accepted one abroad, in France.

February 6, 1651.—The church agreed to invite Mr,
Tuky o0 the office of Teacher and Affiftant,

March 22, 1652. The church met again concerning
Mr. Tuky, and renewed their invitation; but he was
not ordained till November 13, 1655.

The church, by their own agreement, held feveral
days of fafting and humiliation. September g, 1658, was
appointed as a day of prayer for the fettlement of them-
felves and the nation, in confequence of the death of the
Lord Proteétor.

Feb. 1, 1658.—This day the church in Yarmouth,
called the old feparatifts, propofed to join us; the bufinefs
being inveftigated, they received an{wer of being wel.
come to do fo on the r5th.

April 12.—¢ This day it was propounded to the church
concerning two children of ‘Gift Ferriman, lately joined
to the church by communion of churches, being unbap-
tized ; the one beirg 17 years of age, and the other
about 14 years; whether they thould be baptized on the
account of their parents faith, or upon their own con-
feflion ; and the church took the liberty to confider of it
till the next meeting.

April 19.—¢¢ It was this day ordered and refolved,
that they fhould be baptized upon the account of their
parents’ faith, yet with liberty to profefs their faith in
Chrift.”

Noy. 28, 1659.—Mention is made of a meeting in
Narfolk, called by Dr. Owen, and feveral ather mi-
nifters, to confider the ftate of the nation.

Dee. 28—Has the following entry, in reference to their
private church meeting :—*¢ The church being met, Mr.
Bridge made a report of what was done by the meflen-
gers of the churches of London; and thefe four things
offered as the refult of their own thoughts :

1. < We judge a parliament to be the expedient for the
prefervation of the peace of thefe nations ; and withal we
do defire that all dug care be taken that the parliamex}t b;:

uc
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fuch as may preferve the interefts of Chrift and his peo-
ple in thefe nations.

2. “ As touching the magiftrate’s power in matters of
faith and worfhip, we have'declared our judgment in our
laft confeffion ; and though we greatly prize our Chriftian
liberties, yet we profefs our utter diflike and abhorrence
of univerfal toleration, as being contrary to the mind of.
God in his word.*

3. “ We judge that the taking away of tithes for the
ma:ntenance of minifters, until as full a maintenance be
equally fecured, and as legally fettled, tends very much
to the deftrution of the miniftry and preaching of tke
goipel in thefe nations.

4. ¢ Itis our defire that no countenance be given unto,
nor truft repofed in the hand of Quakers, they being per-
fons of fuch principles as are deftructive to the gofpel, and
inconfiltent with the peace of civil focieties.”

It appears that this church at Yarmouth held meetings
almoft monthly, at this time, for prayer, &c. in confe-
quence of the {tate of the nation.

1661.—MNsv. 1 records the following inftance of in-
fringement on the liberties of confcience :—¢ ‘This day
the keys of the meeting-houfe were fent for to the bailiffs,
and delivered to the Dean and Sir Thomas Meadows, and
the veftry door nailed up.”” They afterwards met in the
houfe of Mr. Prefton, one of their ruling Elders.

Very little, except names, and one or two private
meetings, were recorded after Nov. 5, 1661. But their
accounts feem to begin more regularly again in April,
1669, and fome of the entries follow :

April 12, 1669.—¢ After a long filence of church
meetings and aéts, by reafon of the ficknefs' and want of
our officers, and our reftraint of liberty, now it was re.
folved by the Church, that their alts at mectings thould
be recorded from this day.

12.—, The brethren met, did all agree to defire
Mr. Lawrence to come down, and give us a taite of his
gifts, &c.

14.—¢ The bretliren met at Mr. Albertfon’s, and
agreed that Mr. Bridge fhould go to London for fix
weeks, to fee if he might attain his liberty to be among
us as.our officer, and that a letter be fent to him for that
end.” (Itis not faid where Mr. Bridge was at this time).

* This was more congenial with the party fpirit of the times, than the
word of God.

AAA4 Fannary
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Dec. 29, 1669. ¢ The brethren met, and agreed that

night to write to Mr. Bridge and Mr. Tuky, for their
advice about a third perfon to help in the work of the
miniftry ; and did appoint Mr. Sheldrick a fit man for
them, and did defire to have an anfwer of their advice,
per firft, and alfo did defire unanimoully, that both of
them, or either would come down with the firft con-
veniency that their health and fafety would permit. Alfo
it was agrecd that the Thurfday meetings, fhould be ac-
counted Church meetings, and that it be ?o recorded.
» Feb. 4. ¢« Upon confideration of advice from our
paftor and teacher for a third perfon, the bre-
thren, at a meeting this day at Mr. Albertfon’s, have
agreed to wave the calling of athird perfon for the pre-
fent, and alfo have agreed, that, inftead of calling feveral
perfons to help us, we fhould defire Mr. Sheldrick to
give us his conftant help for fome time,

May 12, 1670. ‘“.Mr. William Bridge, our pafter, died
at London; Mr. Job Tuky, died there three months be-
fore.” M. Sheldrick was received into the Church as a
member and officer, Auguft 30, 1671. He was invited to
the paftoral office inthe December following, and was
ordained on the 24th of January 1672.

Sept. 8, 1674. ¢ This day the brethren met and ordered
a letter to be fent to Mr. John Barlett, wherein we did
expreds our defires to call him to preach amongft us, in
order to the fettling him to the office of a teaching elder :
and alfo another letter to the Church in Biddeford, to de-
fire their willing difmiffion of him for that end.

March 30,1687, ¢ Ordered, by the Church, that the
meeting houfe fhould be made clean, and fhutters for the
upper windows, &c. which was accordingly done, by
many of our maid fervants freely, on 30, and 31t of
Mearch, and 1, and 2d of April.

April 10, ¢ The 1oth of April, Lord’s day, Mr.
James Hannott, preached both parts of tlre day, where
was a great auditory, We then were permitted by the
King; by a declaration from him, dated April 4, 1687,

Mey 20. *¢ The Church agreed to invite Mr. Hannott
to be their paftor. . Alfo an addrefs to the King, was pre-
pared and prefented on the 6th of fune, by Mr. Hannott
and Mr. Albertfon.

Adg. 1. ¢ Mr. Hannott, ftill refufing the invitation,
the Church agreed to invite Mr. Frayzer, a Scotchman,
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He accordingly preached to them twice on Lord’s day,
Auguft 7; but was not chofen, becaufe of Prefbyterian
principles.

Sept. 20. <« The Church agreed to invite Mr. Law-
rence, of Stepney, to the paftoral office, but he repeatedly
refufed, till at latt it was given up.

Fan.18. ¢ The Church agreed to invite Mr. Joha
King, of London, to become their affiftant teacher.

April 26. ¢ This day Mr. Hannott accepted the
Church’s call to the paftoral office, and Mr. King accept-
ed the call of the Church to him, asan affiftant.

The following s the exalt account given of the fub-
{equent ordination :

Tuefday, Fune 12.

<« At the Church meeting, with many other friends, our
elder, Mr. John Albertfon, ftood up, and declared the
caufe of our meeting, which was to fet Mr. James Han-
not, in the paftoral office. And then defired Mr. Finch,
that was paftor of the Church of Norwich, to carry on
the work; and then Mr. Finch went to prayer. After
prayer, he defired the Church would declare their unani-
mous confent, which they did by holding up their hands.
Then he defired Mr. Hannott to declare his acceptation,
which he did ina few words. And then he fpoke at
Jarge outofthat place, John xvii. 18—*¢ As thou hafi {ent
me into the world, fo have I alfo fent them into the
world.” And then Mr. Finch again confirmed Mr. Han-
nott’s difcourfe, by fpeaking from. that text, Acts iv. 23.
And after this he prayed again. And he with Mr, Bid-
bank, Mr.Say, and.Mr.Albertfon, laid their hands on Mr.
Hannott’s head. And after this Mr. Finch went up into
the pulpit, and prayed,-and preached out of thofe words,
Jer.git, 15— Yea, and I will give you paftors according
my own heart, which fhall feed you with knowledge and
underftanding.”” And then concluded with prayer. After
this, Mr. Bidbank, who was paftor of another church at
Denton, prayed. And then Mr. Say, that was paftor of
the church at Geftwick, he prayed. And then Mr. Lucas,
of Norwich, he prayed. And then Mr. Hannott, he
made a fhort fpeech and prayed ; and then fung the 23d
Pfalm, and difmiffed the congregation with a bleffing,
Thus was the day fpent.”

1689.~~¢ Mr. Hannott, finding his health decline, ad-

vifed
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vifed the church to choofe fome one elfe for their paftor,
and recommended either Mr. King their teacher, or Mr.
Samuel Wright, both young men, who laboured among
them: feveral church meetings were held, and Mr, King
was invited, but refufed to accept it.

Fuly 3, 16g0.~—< Mr. John King was difcharged from
preaching among us, by confent of the brethren.

24.— Mr. Samuel Wright was defired to affit among
us, till God fhould direét him and the church further in
this matter, for the enquiry after a teacher is before us.

Fan. 13, 16g1.— it was propofed at church meeting
to invite Loctor Singleton, to the office of teacher. This
mvitation was figned with twenty-five names, all bre-
thren. He received it, and promifed to come to Yarmouth
ina few weeks, but it is thought he never came.

May 24, 1704.— A letter was read frem the church
at Stepney, inviting Mr. Hannott to fettle among them,
which the church at Yarmouth, in a very refpetable,
but pofitive manner, unanimoufly refufed.

Lord’s day, May 14, 1700.— Mr. Hannott our reve-
rend paftor was taken very ill in the meeting houfe, about
eleven o’clock; he was blooded in the veftry, afterwards
carried home in a cart, and continued till the 7th of
June, then departed this life about {ix in the evening,
and was buried the yothditto: his funeral fermon the
s1th ditto, was preached by Mr. Wright, from 2 Peter
1, 13, 14.—The Lord help, preferve, and blefs, his peor
flock—his poor flock, new in forrow and diftrefs.

Aug. 24—~ The church agreed to invite Mr. Good-
child to preach among them ; but the meflengers on the
29th returned, and reported, that, he was neither willing
to come, nor fit for them as a paftor.

18.—*¢ The church agreed to invite Rev. Mr, Thomas
Bradbury to the ofice of co-paftor, with Mr. Samucl
Wright 5 but he refufed to leave thé people at Stepney.”

Qct. 31.—The church agreed to invite the Rev. Mr.
Hunt, to exercife his abilities among them.

New. 22— Mr. Hunt preached a leCture fermon at
Y armouth, to our people.”

Nov. 7, 1705.—~ 'he brethren agreed ta fend a letter
to Mr. Birch, minifter,

Several letters were written to Mr, Birch, before he
cither wifhed to come, or his people were willing to let
bim; but at Iaft he came with his family; and was or-

dained
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dained fole paftor of the church, June 25, 1707. A Mr.
Smith, a minifter ({uppoled to be a preaching elder) caufed
Mr. Birch and the church much trouble; by continually
catching at expreflions and cavilling at them, till at laft
Mr. B’s friends fuffered him to refign uis pattoral office,
and afterward endeavoured to get Mir. Smith’s friends to
part with him alfo, for the peace of the church. The
Yetter of difmiflion given to Mr. Birch, when he left
mentions him as a faithfuly laborious, and ufeful minifter
whofe exertions, during his three years refidence at Yar
mouth, had been ewned for the converfion of many.
M. Smith was requefted to withdraw, in three weeks at
the furtheft : with which it appears as though he com-
plied, his name not being mentioned afterwards.

Fan. 10, 1710.---The church agreed to invite Mr.
Brooks, among them ; he came 2nd preached a few times
in March, after which the church gave him aninvitation
to the paftoral office, which was figned by the brethrenrs
and the fiffers fignified their concurrence by filence. He
arrived in Yarmouth, with his family, on the 14th June,
1711,

70&?. 3.—Rev. Mr. Brooks was fettled in the paftoral
office and charge over this church of Chrift in Yar-
mouth, with great folemnity. After this Mrs. Brooks,
her fifter, the maid fervant, and fome other perfons, were
admitted as members; and the church drew up, read, and
fubfcribed 2 new form of their covenant with God, and
with one another, which for fubftance was much the fame
as that already copied.

Nov. 4.—Mr. Tooky was unanimoufly called by the
church, to affift Mr. Brooks in his work, and 6ol. per
annum agreed upon for his falary. He accepted the in-
vitation.

The other accounts of the church are continuved re-
gularly till July 1716; but nothing of importance is re-
corded. - After this there is a chafm tiil May 1720, and
nothing of confequence appears till Auguft 14, 1730.
Under which date the following account is givea :—

¢ The church having beenin an unfettled ttate upon
our Rev. Paftor, Mr. Goodwin’s leaving us, and accept~
ing the call he bad to London, and want of that har-
mony, and agreement to procure our peaceable fettlement
(which was earneftly defired and prayed for, but could
not be obtained), have been the occafion of not entering

in
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in our church bock, what has been tranfalted after an
tnvitation of the Rev. Mr. Milner, to come and accept
of the paftoral office over us, upon account of the re-
commendation of him, by the London clders, as a fuitable
perfon for us; but to out great concern, after he had been
fortetime with us, not being approved of by the majority
of the church, and feveral of the auditory; notwith-
ftanding on the 16th February, 1732, fome of the mem-
bers did contrary to the confent of fixteen, fet down Mr.
Milner as paftor ; to which we, Mr. William Lufon and
Robbert Jackfon, deacons, in the name and by the order
of the church, did enter our proteft againft it.”> There
were nine for Mr. Milner, and fixteen againft him.

Fuly 27, 1732.—~The fixteen perfons accordingly in-
vited Mr. Froft to the paftoral office, inftead of Mr.
Milner.  Mr. Froft was ordained at Filby meeting houfe,
as Mr. Milner's friends would not fuffer the meeting
houfe at Yarmouth to be occupied for that purpofe.

The fubftance of the difference refpecting Mr. Milaer,
fezms to be as follows :—

Mr. Milner had been recommended by the elders at
London, as a moderate Calvinift; but the above fixteen
perfons did not think his preaching at all anfwerable to
that defcripticn.  They converfed with him on the fub-
jet, and he promifed to give them full fatisfaction in the
doctrines in which they had been inftruéted. But he
continued to preach in a different ftrain, three or four
motuths, at which time his friends defired he fbould be
ordained, which the others, being the majority, oppofed :
And they propofed inviting another paftor for themfelves,
¥ the minority would grant a joint ufe of the meeting
boufe ; but they would not. T'hey would only confent
to let Mr. Froft preach in a morning, but not tuffer him
to adminifter any of the ordinances. They fuffered Mr.
M. to act very improperly in obtaining the quarterly fub-
fcriptions ; and pofitively denied, and ftrongly guarded the
place, to prevent its being occupied for Mr. Froft’s ordi-
nation. When the majority applied for the ufe of the
place to have the Lord’s Supper adminiftered, they again
pofitively refufed ; and My, Lufon’s houfe was afterwards
licenfed for this purpofe.

A committee was sppointed to fettle the difference, and
the majority were permitted to cheofe whether they would
give up ihe place, and take the church, ftock, and p’llzzt}::.

€
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The majority chofe the ftock and plate, inftead of the
place ; and theothers thénclaimed right to fome old houfes,
which after difpute the majority refigned fer the fake
of peace:—they next claimed the plate; but to this the
majority would not confent ; they did, however, give up
the half of it. The ftock and plate were afterwards a
plied to pay for building the place where Mr. Walford
is at this time (i8o1) paftor.

Having fettled the bufinefs of their feparation, and
built their new place, the twenty four perfons became a
diftin& church, under the paftoral care of Mr. Froft. Mr.
F. centinued to be their paftor till 1758. About the
February of that year, he went to Norwich in a melan-
choly frame, and was foon taken ill with a fort of in-
fanity, which unfitted him for his office. He, therefore,
refigned his charge, and the church allowed him 30/ per
annum, till February 1766; at which time it is fuppofed
he died.

On July 21, 1762, a Mr. Richard Amner, was or-
dained paftor, and the church appeared comfortably fettled;
but he was found to be of the Arian perfuafion, 1n confe-
qugnce of which the church parted with him, in March
1764.

May 29, 1764.—A letter was fent to Rev. Samuel
Andrews, at Dr. Conders, Mile End, to invite him to
the paftoral office. Mr. Andrews was with them, till
1767, and then left them, on account of his unwilling-
nefs to baptize children of perfons in the congregatien.

May 12, 1767.—~The church agreed to invite the Rev.
Mz, Thomas Howe, and he, having accepted the call,
was ordained the 27th of Auguft, the fame year.

One of Mr. Wefley’s preachers, a very pious man of
the name of Simpfon, with his brother of the fame name;
applied for communion with this church about this time;
but with a defire of ftill preaching among the Methodifts.
‘The church treated his cafe with tendernefs ; but at laft
refufed his admiffion as inconfiftent with church order.—
Thegre is no more account of any thing from 17(8, to
1798.
NMr, Walford has collefted a few things to fill up the
chafm,

Fune 19, 1800.—This day it appears that Mr, Wal-
ford hav.ng preached to the people fix monthe, was fer
apart to the paftoral office, The following is his own ac-

count
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count of things, during the time nothing was recorded in
the church book.

“ The chafm which appears in the memorandum of
the affairs of the church, cannot now be filled up by 2
comg:lete enumeration of the events that have taken place.
Mr. Howe, whofe name appears on a page or two pre-
ceeding, was fucceeded in the paftoral office by Mr.
M¢<Neely, in whofe time a feparation took place, not
from difference in religious fentiment, but from the pre-
valence of difpofitions, contrary to the Gofpel of Chrift,
which gave birth to the church now meeting at the
meeting houfe in the Market Place ¥, Mr. M‘Neely
foon after left the congregation, and was fucceeded by
Mr. Phene, (whofe hand writing appears on the oppofite
page), Mr. Phene thinking proper to relinquith the mini-

erial character, was fucceeded by Mr. Nafh, whofe health
not permitting him to continue in Yarmouth, was fuc~
cceded by Mr. W. W. On the fettlement of Mr. Phene
fome of the feparatifts returned, others on Mr. Nafh’s
coming, who were re-united to this church on Mr. W’s
fettlement.”

——tnapat—

LETTER TO Dr. WATTS.

—

From Mr. Enoch Watts to the Rev. Doflor, his brother, im-
psrtuning him to publifb his hymns, &c.

Southampton, Marck, 1700.
DEAR BROTHER,

N your laft, you difcovered an inclination to oblige
I the world by fhewing it your hymns in print; and I
heartily with, as well for the fatisfaction of the public as
myfelf, that you were fomething more than inclinable
thereunto. 1 have frequently importuned you to it, be-
fore now, and your invention as often furnifhed you with
fome modeft reply to the contrary, as if what [ urged
was only the effeét of a rath and inconfiderate fondnefs to
a brother: but you will have other thoughts of the
matter, when I firft alfure you that X:at affettion, which
is infeparable from our near relationfhip, would have had
in me a very different operation ; for, inftead of prefling

® Whaerc Mz, Barton is pow paster—~18co.
you
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you to publith, I thould with my laft efforts have en-
deavoured the concealment of them, if my beft judg-
ment did not dire mz to believe it highly conducing to
a general benefit, without the leaft particular difadvantage
to yourfelf; this latter I need not have mentioned, for I
am very confident, whoever has the happinefs of reading
your hymns, (unlefs he be either fot or atheift,) will
have a very favourable opinion of their author, fo that at
the fame time you contribute to the univerfal advantage,
you will procure the efteem of men the moft judicious
and fenfible.

In the fecond place, you may pleafe to confider, how
very mean the performers in this kind of poetry appear in
the pieces zlready extant. Some ancient ones 1 have
feen in my time, who flourithed in Hopkins® and Stern-
hold’s reign, but Mafon now reduces this kind of writing
to a fort of yawning indifferency, and honeft Barton
chimes us afleep. 'There is, therefore, great need of a
piece, vigorous and lively as yours, to quicken and re-
vive the dying devotion of the age, to which nothing
can afford fuch affiftance as poetry, contrived on purpofe
to elevate us even above ourfelves. To what may we
impute the prevalency of the fongs, filled with the fa-
bulous divinity of the ancient *fathers, on our paffions?
Is it, think you, only owing to a natural propenfity in us
to be in love with fable, and averfe to truth in her native
plainnefs ? I prefume it may partly be afcribed to this,
that as romance has really more need of artifice than
truth to fet it off, fo it generally has fuch an abundance
more, that it feldom fails of affeting us, by making new
and agreeable impreflions. Yours now is the old truth,
ftripped of its ragged ornaments, and appears, if we may
fay fo, younger by agesin a new and fathionable drefs,
which is commonly tempting.

And as for thol)e, modern gentlemen, who have lately
exhibited their verfion of the pfalms; all of them Ihave
not feen I confefs ; and perhaps it would not be worth
while to do it, tinlefs I had a mind to play the critic,
which you know is not my talent; but thofe I have read,
confefs'to me a vaft deference to yours, though they are
notdone by perfons of mean credit.  Dr. Patrick moft cer-
tainly has the report of a very learned man, anl, they
fay, underftands the Hebrew extremely weil, which in-
deed capacitates him for a tranflator: but he is thereby

nevsr



648 LETTER TO DR. WATTS.

never the more enabled to verfify. Tateand Brady ftill
keep near the fame pace; I know not what fober beaft
they ride (one that will be content to tarry double) but
Fam fure it is no Pegafus; there is in them a mighty de-
ficiency of that life and foul, which is neceflary to raife
our fancies, and kindle and fire our paflions; and fome-
thing or other they have to alledge againft the reft of
adventurers; but I have been perfuaded a great while
fince, that were David to fpeak Englith, he would chufe
to make ufe of your ftyle. If what I have faid feems to
have no weight with vou, yet you cannot be ignorant
what a load of fcandal lies on the diflenters, only for
their imagined averfion to poetry. You remember what
Dr. Speed fays :—

So far hath {chifm prevailed, they hate to fee
Qur lines and words in couplings to agree,

It looks too like ébho{r‘d conformity :

A hymn, fo foft, fo fmooth, fo neatly drefs'd,
Savours of human learning and the beaft,

Now, when your hymns are expofed to the public view,
thefe calumnies will immediately vanifh, which, methinks,
fhould be a motive not the leaft confiderable. And now
we are talking of mufic, I have a crochet in my brain,
which makes me imagine that, as cords and difcords
equally pleafe heavy-eared people, fo the beft divine
poems will no more infpire the rude and illiterate than
the ‘meaneft rhymes, which may in fome meafure give
you fatisfaction in that fear you difcover, #ne in rude vulzus
cadant, and you muft allow them to be taftelefs to many
people, tolerable to fome, but to thofe few whe know their
beauties, to be very pleafant and defirable : and laftly, if
I do not fpeak reafon, I will at prefent take my leave of
you, and only defire you to hear what your ingenious
acquaintance at London fay to the point; for I doubt not
you have many folicitors there, whofe judgments are
much more folid than mine. I pray God Almighty have -
you in his good keeping, and defire you to believe me,
my dear brother, your moft affedtionate kinfman and
friend.

Exoca WartTs.
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[ 649 ]
CHARACTERS

OF

JOHN WESLEY awxp GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

Extrafted from Dr. Hawweis’s Church Hiffory.

« BEFORE I quit this fubje&, it may be worth a
moment’s attention, to fketch a portrait of the two great
chara@ters who eminently contributed to this revival of
religion among us, as both favoured me with their cor-
dial regard ; and, though more in unifen with the one than
the other, I have ever defired to give honour to whom
honour is due, and hope never to be athamed of the friend-
thip of John Welley.

¢ JorN WESLEY was of the inferior fize ; his vifage
marked with intelligence, fingularly neat and plain in
his drefs 5 a little caft in his eye, obfervable on parti-
cular occafions; upright, graceful, and remarkably
active. His underftanding, naturally excellent and acute,
was highly ftored with the attainments of literature; and
he poflefled a fund of anecdote and hiftory, that rendered
his company as entertaining as inftru&ive. His mode of
addrefs in public was chafte and folemn, though not illu-
mined with thole corufcations of eloquence; whichmarked,
if I may ufe that expreffion, the difcourfes of his rival
George Whitefieid ; butlthere was adivine fimplicity,a zeal,
a venerablenefs in his manner, which commanded atten-
tion, and never forfeok him in his lateft years; when at
fourfcore he retained ftill all the frefhnefs of vigorous old
age. His health was remarkably preferved amidft a fcene
of labour and perpetual exertions of mind and body, to
which few would have been equal. Never man pofleffed
greater perfonal influence over the people connected with
him. Nor was it an eafy tafk to dire& {o vaft a machiae,
where, amidft fo many hundred wheels in motion, fome
moved eccentrically, and hardly yielded to the impulfe of
the main fpring. 1 need not fpeak of the exemplarinefs of
his life, too many eyes were upon him to admit of his halt-
ing; nor could his weight have been maintained 2 moment
longer, than the fulleft conviction imprefied his people,
that he was an eminently favoured faint of God, and as
diftinguilhed for his holy walk, as for his vaft abilities,
indefatigable labour, and fingular ufefulnefs,

Nov. ifer1.] BEBR “«
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« His enemies reviled him, and would, if poflible, rob
him of the meed of well-deferved honour, by imputing to
him objedts below the prize he had inview. Never was
a more difinterefted chara&er; but he was a man, and he
muft have been more than man, if, with the confcioufnefs
of his own devetednefs, the divine blefling on his Jabours,
and the high admiration in which he was held by his fol-
lowers, he had not fometimes thought of himfelf more
highly than he ought to think. We exhibit no faultlefs
monfters. Elias was a man of like paflions as ourfelves.

¢ His fingular fituation led him to imagine that the glo-
sious head of the church favoured him with efpecial inter-
pofitions in his behalf, which he was fometimes ready te
conftrue as miraculous.

* He yielded a too credulous ear to the reports and pre-
tenfions of others, and was thus often the dupe of igno-
rance and prefumption.

¢ He haftily, at times, advanced what farther informa-
tion, or maturer judgment, compelled him to retract or
foften.

¢ In the article of marriage he a&ted contrary to the
celibacy he profefled to recommend; but this change of
fentiment and conduct implied nothing criminal, unlefs it
were the precipitancy of his former determination.

<¢ His rootedaveriion to the doQrines called Calviniftic,
might be fuppofed to proceed from a confcientious appre-
henfion, that they had an unfavourable afpe&t om the
practice of fpiritual religion, however groundlefs fuch
fuppofition was inreality, and however evident the cen-
trary etfe@s appeared in thofe who held them. But his
bitternefs and afperity towards thofe who defended them,
and his harfh imputations on the God they worfhipped,
whatever provocations he might plead, were utterly in-
excufable.

¢ But above all, that which appeared in Mr. John
Wefley the moft cenfurable part of his conduét, was his
very unfair ftatement of the arguments of his Calviniftic
adverfaries, which, in a man of his acutenefs of intelle&,
will hardly admit the plea of unintentional miftake.

¢ I am called upon to fpeak the truth, and I do it
from my heart, without refpe& of perfon, to the beft of
m(y knowledge. Mr. Welley is gone to give an account
of himfelf to his proper judge, by whom, I doubt not, all
his iniquity is pardoned, and his infirmities covered. And

now
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now, that envy and enmity have been fome time laid afleep
in his grave, I rejoice in obferving his chara&er rife in
general eftimation, and moft highly refpeted by thofe who
knew him beft. It will now hardly be a queftion with any
man, whether he would not rather have been John
Welley, who died not worth ten pounds, than Lavington,
bithop of Exeter, who fo bitterly reviled him.

GeorGe WHITEFIELD was the fon of an inn-keeper
at Gloucefter. From his eatly youth he had received
deep impreflions of religion; and he carried with him to
the Univerfity of Oxford, a ferioufnefs of mind very un-
common. Hye began his active career even before he was
in ordersy vifiting the prifons, and inftruéing the poor.
Bithop Benfon was fo delighted with his early piety, that
he ordained him at the age of twenty one. ~And his firft
eflay was a ftriking fpecimen of his future populari'-tiy,
being heard with uncommon and awakened concern. His
perfon was manly, and grew large, as he advanced in
years ; his voice was remarkably mufical, and capable of
the moft various intonations, with a natural eloquence,
too fingular not to command the moft profound attention.
His manner was often highly graceful and eratorical ; and
though a caft in his eye, ftrongly marked, prevented the
vivid impreflion which that organ is peculiarly fuited to
make; yet no man with fuch a difadvantage ever looked
with ftronger feniibility : and after a fecond hearing the
defect was forgotten. Never man poflefled a greater com-
mand of the human paffions, or better knew the way to
the confciences of his hearers; he had arrows in his
quiver, that himfelf only knew how to fharpen. His
literary attainments were moderate, though not defeCtive
in the learned languages; but his thorough acquaintance
with the Scripture, and the peculiar art of introducing
and illuftrating every fubject he treated, not only won
the ear to liften, but left an impreffion on the mind never
to be effaced.  His Iabours in both hemi{pheres were im-
menfe; his courage undaunted; his zeal unquenchable
he fell a martyr to his work. The violence of his exer-
tions often fhook his conftitution, whilft the more placid
Wefley, with equal conftancy of preaching, preferved his
health to fourfcore and upwards, unimpaired. Perhaps no
man fince the days of St. Paul, not even Luther himfelf,
was ever perfonally bleft to the call and cenverfion of fo
many fouls from darknefs to light, and from the power of

BB 2 Satan
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Satan unto Ged, as George Whitefield. The immenfe
colle@ions he made for charitable purpofes fharpened the
rongue of flander. Time hath affixed the feal of integrity
to all his procedures. He was reviled for his unguarded
expreflions, and fome enthufiaftic flights; but he difarmed
his enemies by ingenuous acknowledgments and correc-
tion of his miftakes. How a youth furrounded with fuch
popularity, and cenfcious of his own powers, was pre-
ferved from batching the old ferpent’s egg, laid in every
human heart, is won%erful. The keen eye of malevolence
was upon him, ready to {eize occafion againft him, or to
make it; and it is a proof of no inconfiderable excel-
Ience, where fo many watched for his haiting, that amidft
the moft virulent abufe, {o little could be found juftly to
accufe him. They who knew him beft muft witnefs,
how holily and unblameably he had his converfation in
the world. Indeed, he was fo taken up with the un-
wearied labours of his miniftry, in preaching, religious
exeréifes, and advice to thofe who were daily applyini% to
him, that he had fometimes {carcely leifure for neceflary
food. The very things for which he was abufed, he
efteemed his glory; and refolved to fpend and be fpent in
the {ervice of the fouls for whom Chrift died. But he
had his ipots, and fo hath the fun. He would himfelf
have ackrowledged many more than the neareft of his
friends, or the bittereft of his enemies could difcover.
He is now alike beyond cenfure or commendation. What
I remacked in him, I will fpeak and not be athamed.

¢ In his preaching he fometimes puflied the ludicrous
to the debafement of the dignity of the facred miniftry.
He told a ftory fo well, that it feduced him occafionally to
purfue a vein of humour, more fuited to excite rifibility
than to awaken ferioufnefs ; though fome impreflive truth
always clofed the relation.

¢ The orphan-houfe of Georgia, which he adopted
with too partial affeftion, feems to have engaged him in
difficulties and immerfity of expenfe, greater than any
utility which ever appeared to be derived from it; and the
vaft colle@ions he made for it, though faithfully applied,
gave a handle to the flanders of fuipicion.

«“ He too frequently indulged in cenfures of the
clergy, which, however juft they might be, feemed the
effe&t of refentment, and would rather tend to exafperate
than conciliate their attention. Yet, it is well k.xowg,

e
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he was remarkably kind fpirited, and averfe to controverfy
and its bitternefs; and his moft intimate friends will
bear me witnefs, that his temper was as amiable, and kis
converfation as fingularly cheerful, as his piety was
deep and fincere.

“ On the whole, as 2 man, as a chriftian, as 2 mi-
nifter, we fhall not, I fear, look upen his like again
fpeedily, After pafling through evil report and good
report, during more than thirty years of inceflant labour,
he entered into his reft in America, which had peculiarly
benefited by his vifits ; having crofled the Atlantic thirteen
times, to preach the everlaiting gofpel, with the power
of the Holy Ghott fent down frem Heaven. What-
ever ignorance of his real charalter, the fatuity of pre-
judice, or the infolence of pride may have fuggefted, the
day is coming, when his great and adorable Mafter will
condemn every tongue that hath rifen up in judgment
againft him, and fay, in the prefence of men and angels,
« Well done, good and faithful fervant ! enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.”

g e ————————
TO DR. RIPPON,

Paris, Auguft 10, 1801.
DEAR SIR,

AST decade I attended the worfhip of the Theophilan-
thropifts in a church near the Louvre: the eaft part of it
occupied by the Catholics, and the other part by the Theophi-
lanthropifts, who exercife their worfhip in four churches in
Paris, and feveral temples are likewife opened by them in the
provinces ; they hold their affemblies decades, and the firft
day of the week, for the convenience of the labouring people.
They difcard all revealed religion, and their principles are
reduced to thefe two dogmas only : Firft, the being of a God ;
Secondly, the immortality of the Soul. The Infcriptions
placed around their churches are the following :—Firft Infcrip-
tion—¢¢ We believe in the exiftence of God, in the immortality
of the Soul.” Second Infeription—¢ Worthip God, cherifh
your kind, render yourfelves ufeful to your country.” Third
Infeription—¢¢ Good is every thing which tends to the preferva-
tion or the perfection of man: evil is every thing which tends
to deltroy or deteriorate him.” Fourth Infeription—< Chil-
dren, honour your fathers and mothers, obey them with affec-
B3B3 tion,
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tion, comfort their old age : Fathers and mothers, infiru® you
children.” Fifth Infcription—<« Wives regard in your hufbands
the chiefs of your houfes : Hufbands, love your wives, and ren-
der yourlelves reciprocally happy.”—The congregation with
whom [ attended was large and well drefled, a remarkable fine
organ, excellent finging ; the congregation appeared very at-
tentive, and there feemed a thoufund times more animation in
their finging and prayer, than among the poor, dead, dry,
formal French proteftants. 'Their worthip was conduted in the
following manner :—An altar was erefted, covered with the
flowers of the feafon, two pots of incenfe burning before it the
whole time ; a father of a farhily (for they have no priefts or
minifters) mounted the pulpit, dreffed ia a fine white woollen
robe, flowing down to the feet, with an enormoully large red
filk fafh round his waift ; he read the form of prayer, and gave
out the hymns, which are adapted to the feafons of the year,
and praifes to the Deity. After which, another father of a fa-
mily afcended the roftrum, habited in the fame manner, and
delivered a moft excellent difcourfe in praife of virtue and
liberty ; in which he contrafted the virtues, tolerance, and
piety of Fenelon, Wm. Penn, General Wathington, &c. &c.
with the tyranny, intollerance, and wickednefs of Charles the
Ninth, Louis the Fourteenth, &c. clofed the fervice witn
prayer and finging, and gave notice of a funeral difcourfe to
be preached there at fuch a time, for one of their late deceafed
members, and fuch a day the children would be catechifed, and
‘the new-born infants enregiftered. After public worfthip was
ended, I had fome private difcourfe with one of their fociety,
in which I obferved, ¢ Sir, the firft of your principles, the
being of a God, may be proved & pofferiori, or from the works
of Nature ; but the fecond of your principles, the immortality
of the Soul, though it is highly probable, from the unequal
diftributions of Providence, and the neceflity of rewarding vir-
tue, and punifhing vice, that there will be a future ftate of ex-
iftence ; but I will defy you or any man to prove that this ftate
will be immortal, without admitting the truth of revelation ;
it is by the Go{pel only that life and immortality are brought
to light.” The anfwer he returned was curious. ¢ Citizen,
the foul is air, wind, or {pirit, and when the body dies, the
foul mingles with the other wind or breath ; and as we have no
idea of annihilation, it muft be immortal” I replied, ¢ Sir,
by the fame reafon, I will prove the immartality of the body ;
it mingles with the earth and duft ; and as there is no annihila-
tion, upon the fame principle, it 1s immortal. But don’t you
{ee this argument deftroys all perfonal identity #” Inthe after-
noon, I vifited the botanical garden, the menagery of witd
beafts, the cabinet of natural curiofities, which on certain days

are
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are all opened, gratls, to the public; counted the finet in Eu-
rope. Of the rfate of the Proteftants in France 1 thall give you
a0 account in oy next.

I remain, Rev. Sir,

Your’s affeionately,

GOOD NEWS FROM KENTUCKEY.
TO PR. RIPPON.
VERY DEIAR SIR,
Neaw York, Aug. 17,1801,

ITH great pleafure I fit down to write the folloawing
extradt, from a letter, dated Kentuckey, March 30,
18o1.

Times are much altered in thofe parts fince laft year; there
was the coldeft and darkeff time, in religion at Kentuckey, for
fome time, thatever I faw, until laft fall; and then the watch~
men began to proclaim the good news of morning appearing;
and, in due time, the Son of God appeared in his glory, and
fcattered the warm beams of his grace all around, thawing
frozen hearts. Tke old members began to arife and trim therr
lamps that were almoft gone out, and fhouted for joy, at the
appearing of the bridegroom; fome of them were converted
again; and there was great rejoicing in the church: for her
doors were continually crowded with new converts, and they
began to baptize about five of 2 day; from that to eight, or
twelve ; and {oon to thirty, fo on to forty, and fifty three of a
Lord’s day at one place ; and at different meeting houfes, more
than one hundred in a day. I fuppofe, there have been more
than 2,000 baptized, fince the aflociation in Auguft, within
twenty miles of Lexington: and in almoft every other part of
the ftate, I hear of great revivals and many baptized. We have
been informed likewife, from Cumberland River, and Green
River, that the ffir is far greater there than it is here ; they meet
by thoufands. The ftir is chiefly among the Prefbyterians, and
Baptifts: more than one hundred have been, in a judgment of
charity, converted at one meeting, and many of them have been
baptized. So far our Kentuckey friend,

We alfo hear pleafing news from all our fifter affociations
around us; and according to accounts already received by us,
there have not been lefs than TEN THOUSAND sovULs added
to the Baptift churches, in the United States, within two years
~—Oh! that they may be #// fuch as fhall be faved.

BE3 4 Balti-
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Baltimere, Fuly 28 1801.

An extratt of a letter from Rev. Mr. Richards, of Baltimore,
to Mr. W— s: < I rejoice to find, the Lord is'pleafed topour
out his holy §p:rit upon poor finners to the eaftward ; and, that
many precious fouls are brought out of darknefs into the mar-
vellous light of the Gofpel. Oh! may the falvation of God
come out of Zion, as a lamp that burneth and that fhineth more
and more until the perfe@ day : oz only in the United States of
America; but all the wor/d sver. 1 have good news refpetting
the intereft of Zion’s King to communicate. In feveral places in
the country, (inmy tour of preaching in Virginia, being abfent.
five weeks), where the people would fcarce come out to hear
a preached gofpel, they are now anxious to hear the werd of
life ; and many perfons, efpecially young people, are under great
concern about their immortal fouls; crying out~-What fhall I
do to be faved ?

«« When I was in Virginia, I preached four days with a young
minifter of th¢ name of Dupee, from Kentuckey; who in-
formed me, there were baptized in the ftate (upon profeffion of
their faith) twenty five hundred, between the firft of laft Auguft,
and the following April, when he came to Virginia. This is
glorious newws indeed : let us fing with angels, and fay, < Glory
to God in the higheft, on earth peace, good will towards all
men,”

Mz. PALMER’s TOUR TO IRELAND.

Giving an account of tke State of Religion, efpecially ameng
.the Evangelical Clergy.

Shreavfbury, Sept. 1801,

THFI firft week in June I left Salop, preached at Beaumaris,
in Anglefey, on the Tuefday to about fixty people ;

was met by Brother Chriftmas Evans, who accompanied me to
my brethren at Amlwch ; where I preached twice. On Fri-
day went to Holyhead ; preached a fhort fermon there, in the
Methodift meeting, Went on board ; and, after a fick voyage
of twenty-three hours, landed at Bray, and went on to Dublin,
Saturday night; where I was kindly received; and found
Meflrs. Cooper, Gunn, and Gregory, were employed in the fer-
vice of the Evangelical Society. Plunkett Street meeting-
houfe was fhut up, and has been fome months, as the leafe has
expired. I preached, the firft Lord’s day morning, at the Bap-
tift meeting, in Swift’s Alley, and, in the evening, at Dr.
Macdowell’s, Mary’s Abbey. Went the fame week and preach-
ed
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cd at Mrs. Shilly’s, of Leixlip; and on my way home, next
day, mounted a wall near the {quare, and preached to the peo-
ple, from Haiah Iv. 1—Hos, every one that thirfieth, &c.—Mir.
Horne was with me. 'The pi-ces I preached at while in Ire-
land were Mary’s Abbey, Swift’s Alley, Plunkett Street Court,
out of doors or in the veftry, at {feven every Lord’s day morn-
ing; but we had the mecting-koufz the two laft Lord’s days.
I preached alfo at the Old Mer’s Hofpital, once a week ; the
Black Rock, three times ; at Alderman Hutton’s, often; and
at other friends’ houfrs. Moft weeks I preached every day, ex-
cept Saturday ; three times on Lozd’s day. and orce four times,
viz, at Plunke:t Street, {evea in the morning ; Mary’s Abbey,
twelve; Swift's Alley, four, and broke bread ; at Plunketr
Street at {feven in the evening.  You will wonder I was worked
{o hard; but, after I bad been there a fhort time, my fellow la-
bourers all went and left me: Cooper and Horn to Armagh, &c.
Gregory was preaching about Newry ; Gun took another road ;
Mitchell had left the Rock, and was going to fettle as a curate ;
Dr. M’Dowell was at London, and could not return without his
amiable wife ; and Mr. Aliman, who preaches for the Baptifts,
was gone into the country: fo that I had all their placesto
preach at, befide often in private houfes. To mention the
names of all who treated me with kindnefs—not to be forgotten,
and who are dear lovers of my adorable mafter, would fill fe-
veral theets. . Suffice it to fay, I wasvery happy amongft them;
but my dear people here urged my return. Idid not meet with
the leaft oppofition in Ireland ; but, on the contrary, was treated
with the greateft affe@ion ; and am furprifed that any of the
Englifh fhould (peak difrefpectfully of the Irith in general, as
they are open, affe®ionate, and generous ; at leaft thofe I have
had the happinefs to know : and, if the Lord fpares me, I hope,
in the courfe of two years to fee them again.

I wifh I could give you an accurate account of the ftate of the
different churches in Ireland ; but I was too much engaged to
colle&t much information on this head. The Wefleians appear
the moft numereus. Their conference was held in Dublin
while I was there. I fuppofe there were forty preachers at it.
I was in company with many of them. Great numbers joined
them the laft year—many who were before Papifts. This has
enraged fome of the priefts. They have feveral who preach in
the Irith language ; and now they ride into the midft of the
fairs and markets, fit on their horfes, and addrefs the people ;
who will fall on their knees, in crouds, and continue in that
potfture till they have done preaching ; and then requéft them to
lay their hands on them and blefs them. I hope they are doing
much good ; but fhould be glad if they fpake more refpeétfully
of calviniftic minifters : fome in Dublin are very liberal. There
are but two fmall congregations of the Kellamite Methedifts x.liz:
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the kingdom, and thefe not flourithing. The Quakers are di-
viding at laft; and while the one party appear to be faft ap-
proaching infidelity, the others now admit the Bible a rule, and
are becoming more cvangelical than ever. The feceeders are
ftill found in the faith, and ftri& in their difcipline ; but I fear
there is not much life amongft them. Some are for and others
againft the Evangelical Society. I know nothing of the Pref-
byterians, except the congregation of which Dr. M’Dowell and
Mr. Horner are paftors. Thefe hold the do&rines of grace.
1 preached once every week to them, and was treated kindly
by them and their minifter, Mr. Horner. I with the Lord may
revive his work amongft them. I do not hear that the Mora~
vians increafe much; but enjoyed fome very agreeable inter-
views with them in the city. They have a fettlement in the
kingdom, I love them much in the Lord.

The poor Baptift caufe is low indeed: only fix churches in
the kingdom; and two or more of them without minifters.
The members in all of them not above zo0, and, I hear, many
of them leaning to free will; yet they with to have calviniftic
minifters from England, and appear to relifh the trath, and re-
ceive it with joy when they hear it, There are flill fome few
lively good fouls amongfht them. A very pious gentleman,
Mr. Allman, who is a collegian, has been baptized, and
preaches for them in Swift’s Alley. Oh that the Lord may ap-
pear for that church, and give them a paftor afier his own
keart. Do, my brother, pray for them,

It has pleafed God, within thefe four or fix years, to open
the eycs of many of the cleggy in the eftablithed church, and
they do mot appear to be the z;me kind-of men as fome of the
Evangelical clergy in England : they are not too proud to go
any where to preach, or to hear the Gofpel preached, And
many inftances I could give you of diffenters and others employ-
ed by the Evangelical Society, being invited to preach in their
parith churches. Indeed feveral o% the bithops are friendly te
the Gofpel, and with the clergy to exert themfelves more.
There are three or four of the fellows in Dublin College, that
know and preach the truth; and about fifteen of the ftudents
that appear to love the Lord; and meet twice a week for
prayer, reading, &c. I fpent fome very agreeable hours with
them. Others of the fame flamp are about to enter college.
I hear from dear Mr. Shaw, who is a pious clergyman, there
are fourteen in his diocefe that preach Chrift as the only Sa.
viour. Lately, at a vifitation, one of the carnal clergy, on
hearing Mr. Shaw’s name mentioned, faid, ¢ What, mad
Shaw P’ The bithop anfwered, ¢ Sir, if Mr. Shaw is mad,
Iwifh he may bite all the clergy in my diocefe.” Mr. Shaw
has publithed an addrefs to the clergy, lately; and now given
up his living, becaufe he had only, I think, feven Proteftant

fami-
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families in his parifh, for a curacy in amother, where there are
about §00. Here the dear foul is their apothecary, furgeon,
minifter, &c. &c.; preaching four times on a Lord’s day, and
often in the week. I hear of a Mr. Manfell, who is aclear
Calvinift; preaches much ; has ten prayer-meetings weekly in
his parith; not lefs than go attend each. One of his {ons is now
leaving college. He: loves our dear Lord, and is gonig to

reach Chriftcrucified. He leaves another younger brother
in college, who knows and loves the truth, You know Meflrs.
Walker, Kelly, Motram, and Matthias, &c.: dear, humble,
altive, ufeful fouls. Oh, what a mercy there are fuch men
raifed up there ; furely (God has a work to do. May he raife
up many fuch in England. I met feveral young men twice a
week, early in the morning, at Plunket Street vefiry, who are
defigned for the miniftry, and we had happy times. The at-
tempts of the Evangelical Society are much blefled, and they
make great exertions. I preached a charity fermon for them,
and 681, was colle@ted. Mr. Cooper is much followed ; preaches
well; and is, I truft, very ufeful. Ihear one of the bithops
has offered to ordain him. Gregory is like to fettle with a con-
gregation raifed at Newry; and Gun at the Black Rock., I
was at the houfe of dear Mr. Horne, the minifter of Plunkett
Street ; I was very happy ; and, while he was out, with Mr.
LCooper, the people retook poor old Plunkett Street, and I
opened it again, preaching on Plalm cxxvi. 3.—7be Lord kas
done great things for us, &Je.

I have wrote more than I intended ; I muit clofe my account
of Ireland by faying, after fpending fix weeks very agreeably
‘a)moxégﬁ them, I returned—had a fick paflage of 52 hours on

oard.

I preached at Holyhead 5 ftopped fome days at Amlwch,
and preached three times ; and alo at Conway. On my return,
found all well among my dear flock, and we rejoiced together.
Two have entered glory fince I went; one of them, dear bro-
ther and deacon Evans, of Alcafion, of whom more in my next.
Saturday night, near twelve o’clock. Adieu,

J. Parmze.
_— ——— =
TO DR. RIPPON.

m———

Edinburgh, 0&. 5th, 1801.

siR,

HAPPENED lately to perufe a very curioustra@, pub-
I lithed by the late Sir David Dalrymple, bart. the learned
and worthy annalift of Scotland, and the accurate and never-
confuted adverfary of Mr. Gibbon. The title is, « Hifforical
Memoirs concerning the Provincial Councils of the Scottifh Clergy,
Jrom the earliep Accounts to the Era of the Reformation”
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I was led by it to perafe ¢ The Canons of the Church of Scot-
land, drawn up in the Provincial Councils kheld at Perth, A.D.
1242, and A.D. 1269 ;” alfo publithed by that eminent writer,
with explanatory notes,

There is fo much deferving notice in both thefe trads, from
perfons who confider the true hiftory of the clkef corruption of
Chriftianity as extremnely interefting, that it is furprifing they
fhould be fo little read, and that the excellent editor thould
have been able to fay, < that, though they well deferve the'title
of the Scorti/b Ecclefiaftical Coae, he is perfuaded none of the
writers on Scots law ever perufed them.” Amidft many fingu.
lar decrees, the following, refpefting baptifm, attratted my
attention. Ifyou judge it worthy a place in your Regifter,
you are welcome to the communication,

Canxon LV. Dk Barprismo.

(Extra&, tranflated literally in Englifh.)

<t When other perfons are abfent, a father or mother may
baptize their child, in a cafe of neceffity. But, if they be
thus baptized at home by a lay perfon, let the water, on ac-
count of the reverence due to the rite of baptifm, either be
poured into the fire, or carried to the church and poured into
the baptiftery. Likewife, let the veflel in awbich he was bap-
tized be either burned or appropriated to ecclefiaftical ufe.

¢« When the child is thus baptized, let it be brought after-
wards to the door of the church, and let that which is wanting
be {upplied by the prieft, viz. a little falt, and the anointing of
the ears and noftrils with faliva. Let the exorcifms alfo be faid,
and let all be done at the fonts, to the child, which are ufually
done, immerfionand the blefing of the water excepted.”

It is well known, Sir, that in all the churches, fo called,
which were never fubje to.the bithop of Rome, immerfion is
that which is underftood and prattifed as daptifm. It is, alfo,
equally certain, that this was the only mode of baptifm prac-
tifed down to times comparatively modern, in England. But,
it may be, there are fome as ignorant as your correfpondent
was, that in thic northern country, once the moft devoted of
any to the fee of Rome, immerfien was the only rite known as
baptifm, in the twelfth centary.

Can any of your readers inform us when and why it wag
changed ?
Iam, Sir, yourconftant reader,
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THE LORD’S PRAYER,
IN A METHOD RARTLY BORROWED FROM

BERNARD's THESAURUS BIBLICUS :
WITH
SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.

s

1. AporaTIiON.

Our Father, Thou, O Lord, art our Father
: Ifai. Ixiii. 16.
By Right of Creation, Have we not all one Father?
Hath not ene God created
: us? Mal. ii. 10,
By bountifu] Provifion, Thou fatisfief the defire of
every living thing, Pfalm
cxiv. 16,
By gracious Adoption. They be called the Children of
the Living God, Rom. ix. 26
Whe art in heaven, Hear thou in heaven thy dwel-
ling place, 1 Kings viii. 43.
The throne of thy glory,  Heaven is my throne, Ifaiak
Ixvi, 1. :
The portion of thy children, An inheritance referved in hea-
ven for you, 1 Pet. i. 4.
The temple of thy angels.  His train filled the temple, Ifai.
vi. 1.

II. PETiTiONS.

v. Hallowed ke thy name ; Not unto us, but unto thy name
v give glory, Pfalmcxv. 1.
By the thoughts of aur Unite my heart to fear thy name,
earts, Pfal. Ixxxvi. 11.

By the words of our lips,  And my mouth fhali fhew forsh
thy praife, Pfal. Ii. 13,

By the werk of cur hands. Whatfoever ye do, do all to the

glory of Ged, 1 Cor. x. 31.

2. B)
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2, 7%y kingdom come,

Of providence to defend us.
Of grace to refine us.
Of glory to crown us,

3¢ Ty aill be done ox carth,

as it is in beaven,
Towards us without refif-
tince,

By us, without contpulfion.

Univerfally, without excep-
tion.

Eternally, without declen.
fon.

4 Giveus ihis day our daily
bread,

Of neceflity for our bodies.

Of eternal life for our fouls.

5. And forgive us our trefpaflis,

Againtt the commands of
thy law.

Againft the grace of thy
Gofpel.

THE LOAD’S PRAYER.

Rule thou in the midft of thy
enemies, Pfal. cx. z.

Hide me under the fhadow of
thy wings, Pfal, xvii. 8.

The very God of peace fan&ti-
fy you wholly, 1 Thefl. v.23.

Then fhall ye alfo appear with
him in glory, Colof. iii. 4.

The will of the Lord be done,
Als xxi. 14.

It 1s the Lord, let him do what
feemeth him good, 1 Sam.
i, 18.

Incline my heart to thy teftimo-
nies, Pfal. exix. 36.

Walking in all the coramand-
ments of the Lord, blamelefs,
Luke x1. 6.

I will never forget thy precepts,
Pfal. cxix. 93.

Give me neither poverty nor
riches, feed me with food
convenient for me, Proverbs
xxx. 8.

There is no want to them that
fear him, Pfal. xxxiv. ¢.

Lord, evermore give wus this
bread, John vi. 34,

For thy name’s fake, O Lord,
ardon mine iniquity, for
1t is great, Plal. xxv. 11,

Whofoever committeth fin,
tranfgrefleth alfo the law,
1 John, iii. 4.

A blafphemer and a perfecutor,
but- I obtained merey, 1 Tim.
LI

As we fergive them that trefpafs If ye forgive not men their tref-

againf us,

pafles, neither will your Fa-
ther forgive your trefpafies,
Matt. vis135.
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By defaming our charatters. When men {ay all manner of evil
agaioft you, falfely, Matt. v
1.
By embezzling our property. If he hath wronged thee ought,
put that on my account, Phi-
lemon 18.
By abufing our perfons. Lay not this fin to their charge,
A&s vii. 60.
8. Andlead us not into tempta- Watch and pray, that ye enter
tion, but deliver us from evil, not into temptation, Matt,
xxvi. 41.
Of overwhelming afflitions. Out of the depths have I cried
unto thee, Pfalm cxxx. 1.
Of worldly enticements. Love not the world, nor the
things that are in the world,
v John ii. 15.

Of Satan’s devices, Left he'fall into the fnare of the
Devil, 1 Tim. iii. 7.

Of error’s feduétion. They have erred from the
Faith, 1 Tim. vi. 10.

Of finful affe&tions. For this caufe, God gave them
up to vile affettions, Rom. i.
26.

II1. Bressine.

For thine is the kingdom, and the 'To the only wife God be glory,
power, and the glory, for  dominion, and power, Jude
ever. 25,

Thy kingdom governsall.  His kingdom ruleth over all,
Pfal. ciii. 19.

Thy power fubdues all. Able to fubdue all things w
himfelf, Philip. iii. zo.

Thy glory is above all. His glory is above the earth and
heaven, Pfal. cxlviii. 13.

IV, ConcLusiON.

Aman, Worketh all things after the
counfel of his own will, Eph.
As it is in thy purpoles, i
8o itisin thy promifes, All the promifes in him are yea
and amen, 2 Cor. 1. z0.
So be it in our prayers. Even fo come, Lord Jefus, Rev

xxii, 20,
80 it ball be to thy préife. Amen, Alleluia! Rev. xix. 4.
THEOLOGIC 4L
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THEQLOGICAL DICTIONARY.

{coNnTINUED FROM PAGE 502.]

EFFECTUAL CALLING—Is an almighty a& of
God, inviting, and pleafantly attra&ing the hearts of
his people from fin to holinefs—from darknefs to light
~from rebellion to obedience—from the flate of dif-
tance to union with Chrift—from the ftate of a ftran-
ger, to a fweet and powerful fellowfhip and converfe
with God. A call from darknefs to light— from
bondage in fin to liberty in the fervice of God=~from
the company of rebels to the communion ef faints—
from torment of conicience to peace of mind—from
finfulnefs to holinefs—{rom flavery to the devil to the
grace of Chrift—from mifery and thecurfe to happinefs
and blifs.

CONVERSION.—Confifts both of God’s a& upon men
in turning them, and of atts done by men under the
influence of converting grace : they turn, being turned.

REGENERATION—Is the motion oF Gobp in the
heart of a finner:—Converfion is the MOTION OF
THE HEART of a finner towards God.

In Regeneration, men are wholly paffive—in Conver-
fion, they become ative.

Exprefled paflively—1Ye are returned, 1 Pet. ii. 25. :
Fxprefled a&tively—A great number turned, Aéts xi. 21.

Effe&tual Vocation is the call of men out of darknefs te
light 5 and Converfien anfwers to that call, and is the
&«Jual turning of men from the one to the other :—is
‘the turn of the heart to God;—a turn of the thought:
of the heartj—=a turn of the defires of the heart;— a
turn of all the affecZions of the heart ;—a turn of the
mind frem carnal to fpirituz] things ;~—a turn of the
will to be ﬂcxis’.\c 2 turn from dartnefs to light ;—a
turn from the devi/ to God ;—a turn from heart-ido/s,
and curfed favourites, to the living God ;—a turn from
our own righteoufnefs to the righteoutnefs of Chrift ;—
an altive turn frem felf-will and wifdem, to the whole
fcheme of falvation in Chrift.
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REGENERATION & CONVERSION.

The accurate difference and diftinitions between them,
by the moft judicious CHARNOCK.

Regeneration is 2 SPIRITUAL CHANGE :
Converfion is 2 SPIRITUAL MOTION,

Regeneration is 2 POWER CONFERRED :
Converfion is the EXERTION OF THAT POWER.

Regeneration is 2 PRINCIPLE given to turn:
Converfion is our ACTUAL TURNING.

The one is an ABILITY TOo acT—the laft is the a&
performed by that ability.

Regeneration is the CAUSE OF SPIRITUAL LIFE :
Converfion is the EFFECT OF THAT LIFE.

In Regeneration, a man is paffive :
In Converfion, he is mightily a&tive.

The firft revival is wHoLLY THE AcT of God :
The fecond revival is the ACT OF THE CREATURE.

Regeneration is the motion of God in the creature:
Converfion is the motion of the creature to God.

In Regeneration, the L.ord gives himfelf to us :
In Converfion, we give surfelves to the Lord.

In renewing us, God gives us a power:

1n converting us, he excites that power.

Converfion is as natural to a regencrate man as motion
IS TO A LIVING BODY.

A principle of AcT1vE EXISTENEE Will produce a&ion
toward God in Chrift.

In Converfion, the finner is a&ive, but it is NoT rrROM
the POWER ¢f MAN, although it is from a POWER in
MAN, not growing up from the FEEBLE ROOT of nature,
but SETTLED THERE by the almighty fpirit of God.

COMMUNION-—Is intercourfe, fellowthip, common
poffefion. Communion between Chrift and his people
confifts in a2 mutual communication of ideas, of love,
of holinefs, and happinefs. Chrift communicates his
ideas to the believer. The believer communicates his
thoughts to Chrifte=Chrift communicates his love te
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the believer The believer communicates his love te
Chrift—Chrift communicates his holinefs to the be-
liever The believer returns that holinefs in devotional
exercifes. Chrift communicites his happinfs to the
believer The believer returns that happinefs, by re-
joicing in Chrift. See Dr. Owen, on Communion
with God, Father, Son, and Spirit, diftinély 4to. 165
—AMpr. Brine, 8vo. 1750—Dr. Gills Bod. Divin. vol. 3.
4to~Mr. Fobn RAdafon’s excellent fermon, in hs
« Chuiftian Morals;” vol, i. 8vo.

COMMON SENSE~—Is that power of the mind which
perceives truth by a fudden impulfe; independent on our
will, according to an eftablifhed law, and therefore
called fenfe ; and adting the fame upon all mankind, ’tis
therefore called comman {énfe.

CONSCIENTE—Is a power of the rational foul, by
which it knows its own ations, and judges of their
fitpefs and unfitnefs, or of the moral good or evil that
i§ in them, according to the light which the mind en-
joys; and with 3 reference to the judgment and will of
Chyift concerning the fame aétions.

DEMONSTRATION—~Confifts in beginning with-fome
fingle idea of your fubjed, and then joining a fecond
idea of the fame kind with the firft, and a third to the
fecond, in a clear connexion. And thus going on, by
thort fleps of the underftanding, from idea to idea,
from' thought to thought, in proper words, and in a
clear connexion of ideas, till you ceme to a fatisfying
conclufion ; which fhall appear as evident to the mind
as the firft idea was with which you fet out. And the
whole chain of ideas fhall appear to theeye of the un-
derfranding to be firmly and clearly conne@ed, and
give you that keen impreffion of truth, and ftrike it
with that force, which is called ¢convi&ion. See Dr.
Waterland, the Euclid of the Chriftian Church—
Robert Fleming, the Archimedes. See Euclid and Archi-
medes united in one man, viz.—~Humpdrey Ditton,in his
Demonftration of the Refurre@ion of Chrift, 8vo.
1712

7 (To be continued.)
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