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DR. WATTS'S CHURCH RECORDS.
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P

DR. WATTS'S ORDINATION.

HE church, having hrard Mr. Watts’s letter on

church difcipline read, unanimoulfly exprefled their

approbation of it, and ther urgent defire of his acceptance
of their call.

FEBRUARY I§5, 170I-2.

Mr. Watts promifed to atk a letter of difmiffion from
the church under the care of Mr. ["hom.z R.we, to
which he had been related thefe eight years paft. wlr.
Watts brought the letter on IFebruary 27, which is as
follows :

To the Church of Chrift, of which the Rev. Dr. CHAUN-
CEY was lately paflor.

For as much as our dear brother, Mr. Ifaac Watts,
who was with great fatisfaltion admitted a member
amongft us, and hath fince walked as becomes the gofpel,
to the glory of God, and 1o the honour of his holy profef-
fion, doth now defire his difmiffion from us, we do, in
compliance therewith, difcharge him from his member-
thip amongft us, in order to his bzing received by you;
praying that his minifterial labours, and thofe gifts and
graces wherewith the Lord Jefus Chrift, the great hoad
of his church, hath bzen plezfed {o richly to furnith him,
may be abundantiy bieffed w the converfion of fouls and
your edification : to whofe grace and blfling we do from
our hearts commend both him and you.

Subfcribed, with the confent of the church, by
Taomas Rowr, Paftor.
NartuanieL Pracock.
Joun ANTRIM.

Feb. 26, 1701—2.

Now, though it is no: ihe praflice of this church ta
require a new _profefiion of faith and hope of every one
sEpT. 1801.] ss that
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that is recommended to their’ felowthip from a fifter
church:€hit walksin the fame gofpel ordery yetit was de-
fired of Mr. Watts as a minifter of Chrift, and being to
hold forth the gofpel of Chrift more publicly; that, for the
more abundant fatisfation of the church and for their
edification and comfort, he would render the reafons of
his hope unto them, which he did, and was received to
fellowthip’ with them by the mouth'of Mr. William Pick-
ard, the deacon, who was deputed by the church.
MaARCH 8.

&r. Watts being now further urged to accept the re-
péated call of the church, owned that God had inclined-
Lis heart to do it, and, notwithltanding the dreadful pro-
vidence of that day, the death of his Majefty King Wrr-
r1am the Third, who had been a nurfing father unto the
churches of Chrift, yet God {uffered him not to confult
with flefh and blood, but to venture upon the fervice of
Chrift is his chuich, leaving all future events to Divine
Providence. Then, at the church meeting, was a day
appointed fot the feparation of him by fafting and prayer
unto the paftoral office, and the approbation and affiftance
of feveral paftors was defired for the more public and
comfortable folemnizing the werk of that day.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18,

‘The Rev. Mr. Thomas Rowe, Mr. Benoni Rowe,
M. Masthew Clark, ‘Mr. Thomas Collins, Mr. Robert
Bragg, Mr. Thomas Lloyd, and Mr. Thomas Ridgely,
were prefent, and gave their hearty approbation of Mr.
Watts as a fit perfon to bz chofen by this church. Mr.
Clark pegan the work of the day with prayer; then Mr.
Witliam Pickard, one of the deacons, deputed by the
church, put this folern queftion unto the church—

“ Do you all agree w chufe Mr. Ifaac Watts to the
office of a paftor in this church, and promife to fubmit
vourfélves accordingly to him in the Lord #”

To which a vote was given in sthe affirmative by every
Brotner prefent.

"[hen Mr. Watts was defired to declare publicly and
folemnly his confent, which he didin thefe words* .

BRETHREN,

You know what a conftant averfion I have had to any

propofals of a paftoral office, for thefle three years, even
ever
* Thefe fedtions are copied from Dr. Watts’s hand writing ——2D1 702+
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ever fince the providence of God called me firft amongft
you. You krow, alfo, that fince you have given mean
unanimous and folemn eall therete; I Kave heartily pro-
pofed feveral methods for your fettlement without me;
but your choice and your affe&ions feemed fill to be
fettledand unmoved. I have gbjelted warmly; and often,
my own indifpofitions of body, which incapacitate me
for fuch ferviee; and I have pointed ofien to three re-
verend divines, that are members of this Church, whafe
gifts might render them more proper for inftruction, and
whofe age for government. Thefe things have I urged,
till L have provoked you to forrow and teaisyand till I have
been almoft afhamed ; but youy perfeverance in your choice,
and your love, your conftant profeflion of edificationt by
my miniftry, the great probabilig' you fhow me of build-
ing up this famous and decayed Church of Chrift, if T ac-
cept the call, and your prevailing fears of its diffolution
if I refufe, have given me ground to believe that the
voice of this Church is the voice of Chrift by you. And
to anfwer this call I have not confulted with fleth and
blood; 1 have laid afide the thoughts of myfelf, to ferve
the intereft of our Lord; I give upmy own eafe for your
fpiritual profit, and your increafe; I fubmit my incli-
nations to my dutyj and, in hopes of being made an in-
ftrument in the hands of Chrift, to build up this ancient
Church, Ireturn this folemn anfwer to your call—That
with a great fenfe of my inability in mind and,body, to
dilcharge the duties of fo facred an office, I do, in the
ftrength of Chrift venture upon it, and, in the name of
our %,ord Jefus, I accept your call; promifing, in the
prefence of God and his Saints, my utmoft diligence in
all the duties of a paftor, fo far as God fhall enlighten and
ftrengthen me. And I leave this promiie in the hands of
Chrift, our mediator, %o fee it performed by me, unte
you, through the affiftance of his fpirit and his grate.

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Collins fucceeded in the carry-
ing on the work of the day by prayer; and Mr. Thomas
Rowe preached a fermon proper to the occafion, from
that Scripture, Jeremiah, i\ 15. And I will give you
paftors accoriing to mine heart, which ball feed you with
knowledge and underftanding.

The fubftance of his fermon was as follows, viz,

Firft. How isa paftor faid to be the gift of God?

1. As the office is of God’s appointment.

ss 2 2, As
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2+ As his work is all defcribed by God in his woyd ; fo
that his power, authority, or work, is not to be extended
or limited by himfelf or the people.

3. As all the characters and qualifications of a paftor
are laid down by God in Scripture.

4. Asal] his gifts proceed from God, asa giver.

5. As the inclinations of paftor and people are influ-
enced by God,-the people choofing, and the paftor ac-
Ceptmv

6. As his affiftance in his work is from God.

Second’y. What are the characlers of a paftor after
(xod’ s own hearf?

. He flands in the counfel of God, and delivers not
his own mind, but the mind and will of God, to the
Church.

2. He defigns the glory of God above all.

3. He is not athamed of the Gofpel.

4. Rightly divides the word of truth, and gives every
one their portion.

5. Approves himfelf to the conftiences of men, and
ftrives to affeét their hearts more than their ears.

6. Is fenfible of his own infifficiency for the work.

7. ls patient and meek to bear the infirmities of any
of his fleck, as a nurfe firiles not again, though the child
itrikes hcr, as a phyfician returns not peenihnefs when
his patient is peevith and froward.

8. Is not covetous nor over-careful about hls worldly
interefls: and herein the care and witdom of Chrift ap-
pears inappointing deacons in his Church, to take care of
the paftors as well as of the poor.,

g. Not a felf-pleafer, but who fecks to pleafe all for
their edification.

1o. Faitihful to God, to the fiock, and to hisown con-
{cience.

Thirdly. What are the ends and defigns of God, in
giving fuch pallors to his Church?—T0 fecd them with
brnowledge and underflaniing.

1. With knowledge of truths and duties.

2. With the feals of the Covenant of Grace, Baptifm,
and efpecially the Lord’s Supper.

3. It includes rule and government. 5o maum, a
fhepherd, and mopatro to fced, or fhepherdize in old

authors, fignifies to rule and govern—This isto be done.
4 B
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4. By hisexample. Now all thefle acts of the paftor
tend to nourifh the flock, and caufe it to grow, and may
be implied in the word FEED.

Use: To the people.—Ifthis be the end of the paftoral
office ; if thefe be the qualifications; if the perion and
qualifications be the gift of God, then—

Firft, Receive your paftor as a gift of God—admiring
the grace of God herein—with thankfulnefs to God—
with due efteem of the paffor—with obedience and fub-
miffion to him in the Lord—with due attendance upon his
miniftry ; and do not pretend that your greater edification
in another place calls you off from your attendance bere =
for we are apt to miitake an affeétion warmed, or any
thing elfe, for true edification, Learn, therefore, to pafs
a due judgment of edification, and truft in Chrift, to blefs
the provilion he has made for you—receive your paftor
with the other part of that double honour mentioned,
1 Tim. v. 17. (viz.) providing for his fupport—with
prayer for him.

Secondly—If paftors are the gifts of God, let all that
want them pray to God for them; and if thefe be their
charallers, letus pray that God would give thefc qualifi-
cations alfo,

USE TO PASTOR AND PEOPLE,

1. Avoid all debates. Let every thing be dene in a
way of Jove and meeknefs; and obferve this caution;—
Let not the perfon offending, whether minifter or one of
the people, be the /a/? perfon that fhall hear of thz offence ;
but remember our Saviour’s rule—teil it him fir/#, be-
tween him and thee.

2. Let both paftor and people ftudy the rule of their
feveral duties, the word of God. If we walk by that
rule, how much beauty, how much glory will there be
in church order; and what reafons to expelt the prefence
of Chrit! Remember, alio, why it is you f-parate from
other communions—viz. becaufe they walk not according
torule. Do not fuffer the fame neglect 1o be charged upon

ou.
d The fermon being ended, Mr. Benoni Rowe farther
carried on the work of prayer, Mr. Thomas Ridgely
followed, and Mr. Watts, as entering upon his office, fini-
fhed the duties of the day with prayer, {inging, and the
blefing.

Weghope the prefence of our Lord Jefus Chrift was in
eus affembly this day, and receive it as a teken for good.

§353
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MARCH 2g, 1702.

Our paftor adminiftered the Lord’s Supper amongit us,
having preached the foregoi}n; Thur{day a preparatory
fermon, from 1 Cor. x. 17. W2 being many are one bread,
and one body, for we arc cllpartakers of that one bread. Here
he fhewea how much our communion with each other, as
well as with Chrift, was fet forth and fealed in this (‘%reat
ordinance—defigning to unite all the hearts and affeltions
of the Church to each other, that this day of communion
might beas a new covenant with the Lord, and with each
other alfo. We finifhed the celebration of the Lord's
Supper, by finging a Gofpel Hymn, fuitable to the ordi-
nance, taken from Rev. 1. 5, 6, 7. % with one heart, and
one voice, to the glory of our Redeemer, and our great
confolativn and joy.

MAY 3.

Several perfons were propofed for communion,

Refolved, That this church afferable at Pinners Hall,
and joia in fafting and prayer with the churches under the
care of Mr. Waveli and Dr. Siugleion, next Wedneflay
fe’nnighe, June 1o, veing the the day appointed by pub-
lic authority to feek the blefling of God upon our army,
againft France and Spain,

FRIDAY, JUNE §.

No obje&tion being made againft Mr, Rook, Mr.
Hilton, or Mrs. Meale, the paftor gave the church an
account, that he, with others, had made inquiry inte
their converiation, and found it agreeable to the profef-
fion of the Gofpel—that he had examined their knowledge,
and found it fufficient for church fellowthip, Healfo read
unto the church the feveral reafons of their hope, and
the dealings of God with their fouls, as he took it from
their own mouths, in fhort hand, according to feveral
queftions that he put to them, in the prefence of two or
three brethren; which account of faith and hope the
acknowjcdged in the prefence of God, and of his church,

* This Gofpel Hymn, (as the Doctor calls it) probably is the firf hymn
in his firll book, entitled A mzw Song to the Lamb that was Slain. Rev.
i.5, 6, &c. Butit was not pristed till the year 1707, when the firfl edi-
tion of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, in three books was publifhed-—at
that time the ﬁé/? book contained only 78 hymns, the fecond book 110. In
37¢9, the Doélor publifhed a fupplement, by which the number of hymns
in the firft book was ircreafed from 98 to Yoo, and in the fecond book,
$rom 110 10 170 feveral, alfo, were added to the 14ird book emmeeED11aR.

to



b4
DR, WATTS'S CHURCH. 559

to be their own declaration. Then the paftor afked the
church, whether they were fatisfied with their fitnefs for
church comnfunion, and willing to receive them; to
which they affented by the holding up their hands. He
then afked the feveral perfons to be admitted, whethet
they continued their defires of being added to the churchy
and whether they did folemnly promife, in the ftrength
of Chrift, to walk with that church in the faith and
order of the Gofpel, as far as Chrift fhould inftruét and
enable them; which they declared they did. Then the
paftor {pake thus: *¢In the name of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, by the confent of this his church, I receive Mr.
Warham Rook, Mr. Alexander Hilton, Mrs. Elizabeth
Meale, unto fellowfhip with Chrift, and with this
church, in all Gofpel privileges and Gofpel ordinances ;
charging you to walk fo as to adorn the profeflion of
Chrit you have now made ; and promifing in my own
rame, and in the name of the church, to watch over you,
and difcharge our feveral duties unto you, in the firength
of Chrift.”

Thefe two hours were a comfortable opportunity to
our fouls. OQur reverend brother, Mr. Terry, began
with prayer; our paftor preached from thofe words, Acts
il 47, Andthe Lord added daily unte the church fuch as
Jbould be faved. Then brother Watts, the deacon, pray-
ed. After that the members were received, and Mr.
Terry concluded with prayer,

Note.—The feveral particulars of the reception of
thefe members is fet down here, thar the mecthod of ad-
miffion in our church may appear and ftand upon record ;
it being to the univerfal fatisfaction and full approbation
of the church,

—=- — — e pm————

ORIGINAL SERMON
BY

THE REV. OLIVER HEYWOOD,

One of the Puritan Minifters in the Seventeenth Centiry.

]

FfHE Rev. Mr. OrLiver HEyweogn, author of the

following difcourfe, which is now publithed from

the original in his own hand writing, it is well known

was one of the moft eminent of the ejected miniiters,
5§53 4 :
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An account-of him may be feen in Mr. Palmer’s Non«

conformift Memorialy vol. ii. page 559. His biography

has. alfo been given, at large, in‘an handfcxme pocket vo-

Jume, with an’ “head. *, entitled, « The: Life of the Rev.

Oraver Heywoop, with Hiftorical Sketches of the

Txmes in “which he lived; and Anecdotes of fome other

eminent miniftersi.in Yorkﬂme and Lancafhire,) &c.

by.J. FawcerT, A. M.

The Rev. M, Samuern Eatown, whofe death occa-
fioned this difcourfe, was another of thefe worthies.
The Nonconformift Memorial gives his name among the
mmlﬁ,ers in - Lancathire, as ejeéled from Duckenfield ;
and‘informs us, that he was of Gxfold umverﬁty ; puri-
tanically educated ; went into New Englagd, andupon
his return, gathered a copgregational church at Ducken-
field 5 arid attﬂrwards removed to Stockport. He was a
very holy’ man, a perfon of great learning and judgment,
and a moft incomparable preacher.

Noncon, Mem. vol.ii. p. 9I.

“ De'lton, Jan. 22, 1694+~—Upon occafion of the death of
Mr. 8im UEL Earox, whedied Jan. the gth, and was bu-
ried Jan, the 32th. He defired this office of love from me,
andappointed this text.’

jeB xix. 35, 26, 27.

T Frow that my Redeemer lLiweth, and thar be Jeall fland at the
latter day upon 117’ earth s and though, after my fein, worms de-
ﬂ/ay this ua/{, jet ini my flefh foall 1 ‘fee God, awliom I fpall fee
Jar m_y/e/, a. zd 7y eyes Jball bebold, and not another, though my
reins be confunied within me.

% T was the defive of our loving neighbour and dear brother,

E Mr. Ezton, whole wean*ome pllonmage God hath gra-

fhed, that he might be buried amongft us, and that T

a’fermon to'the living : this This defire he ex-

prefled to me fome yedrs 2go; but did not niention any particular
porticn of fesiprure which was in his thonghts and defire to be
preached on. I underfrand that he continued in this defire to
his dying day, and of late fingled out, and mentioned thefe
memorable words of Job ;- that word job, in the midft of his
ion, fo earnefly defired might be tranfmitted to pofterity,
that it might be written, ‘printed, and graven with a pen, and
hid in a rock, that itmight abide for ever; in which hedoth fully
clear his own uprightnefs, and has left a legacy to the church.

% Another portrait alfo of him may he feen in No, 3 of that beantiful
enlarged edition of the Nonconformift Memorial, which is sow publithing

by the Rev. Mr. Samuzr Parmer, for Mefirs. Button and Son, &c. &c.

1+ The Nonrenformist Memorial mentions 1654 as the time of Mr:
Eaton’s death ; here we redd 1694, 1 know not which isright.mEp1tor.

This

clovfly fis
would preact
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This portxom of- ﬁnptule he fitly ‘pitched upon as a believer, one
thooi tid drunk of * Job’s cap of affli¢tion and cbnfolation. He
druk 1. goud meiiare of job’s cup of afiétion’: he was’ much
affistted in hys eftace 1a the timeof the former bxfhops ; he was {o
aﬁimed in his body, hbeity, friends, good name, oft times;
and maay ways truubled and grieved in his {pirit. Among his
many atfi.ctions 1 obicrved two eipecially did fit upon his fpirit :

OUne, the great wiong that was done him in hus good name,
not by enemies but fiiends;-he might truly fay with Job,
verfe, 1 9 of" this chapter, lbey awbom. I lowed are turned againf}
e, and with the beft of men, David, Plalm xxxv. 11. and
our Saviour, ¢ falfe witnefs did rife up, they laid to my charge
things that I knew not.”

"Lhe other. was the lofs of his fpeech, whereby he was un-
fittzed to ferve God and his church as formerly ; yet when the
Lord had humbled him and proved him, he cleared his inno-
cency, and reftored to him fome meafure of ufefulnefs. Blefled
be his name, he drunk of Job’s cup of confolation, he had the
tettumony of his confcience on his fide, when he was afflicted,
and zccmed, and reproached ;" he knew the grounds of his
comfort, and had grace given him to apply the fame; and
therewith to comfost himfelf, as Job did in the midft of, and
above all his uffl:Gtions, as appears in the ‘moft full and comfort-
able profeiion of his faith : he did fitly pitch upon this portion
of fcripture to be {poken of to the church. after his deceafe. 1f
we confider him as a Minifter of the Gofpel, hefeby he took
courfe, that the church might be put ii mind of the doftrine
he prea.ched which he believed, profefled, lived in, and died
in, that they mxght be encouraged in their faith, profeffion, and
praétice of it. 'There are feveral articles of *our fajth included
in thefe words, which I’ cannot fpeak of particularly in a fer-
mon ; but that which 1 fhall make choice of in the general, is,
to clear two main things held out in thefe verfes.

1. Job’s fafe eftate in midft of his afflictions.

I, His comfortable ftate in midft of his {forrows and vexa-
tions of {pirit. :

1. Job’s ftate is fafe at prefent, notwithftanding his fins; he
was affited in his eftate, friends; body, name ; yet a fafe
man, for he had a Redeemer, a kinfman, an elder brother, the
Lord Jetus Chrift, who had right and power to redeem him
from it and afli&ion. - Pfalm ‘¢xxx. 7 : therefore he fhall be
faved. see job xii. 8—16.

2. His fate efltate in after time ; his Redeemer liveth as God,
that’s his nature and being ; and as mar, though he died, yet he
rofe again, and liveth for ever, Rev. i. 18. therefore is ever a
Redeemer to him.

1. ric is{afe in death, though death {eparate foul and body,
and he can live no longer than his appointed time on earth,

tQ



562 ORIGINAL SERMON BY

to behold men and worthip God, yet his Redeemer liveth, death
cannot feparate him from the love of Chrift; Rom. viii. 38.
it cannot diffolve this union ; Chrift would take care that his foul
fhould enter into peace, and his body reft in the moft foft,
tweet, and fafe bed of the grave. Tfui. lvii. 1, 2.

2. He is fafe in the grave; his Redeemer liveth to preferve
the precious duft of this body, that none of it be loft. Nut the
leaft particle of the duft of his redeemed, fanétified body, (a
member of Chrift, and the temple of the Holy Ghoft) fhall be
loft. 1 Cor. vi. 13.

3. He is fafe in the refurreétion; Lis Redeemer liveth to raife
his body out of the duft, to unite it to his own foul, and make
it like to his glorlous body. John vi. 3g. Phil. iil. 21.

4. He is fafe in the day of judgment, fafe from condemna-
tien ; his Redeemer liverh, ke fhall be his Judge, as God hath
appointed. A&sx. 36, 4z.

I1. As his fafe ftate in all his afliions is here manifett, fo his
comfortable eftate in all his forrows ; for, he knew by faith, 1ft,
that he had a living Redeemer ; he did not only know by an
hiftorical faith that there wasa Mefliah, (a promifed feed, in
whom all nations were blefled, typified inthe facrifices, pro-
mifed to Adam and Abraham, Gal. 1i. 7, 8.) but he knew by a
jultifying faith that he was his Redeemer. As Abraham be-
lieved, Gen. xv. Job believed the fame promife, Job xiii. £8. his
confcience told him he had accepted Chrift for his Redeemer,and
trufted in him, though he thould flay him, v. 15. and he knew it
was a true truft, not prefumption, by the uprightnefs of his heart,
verfe 15, 16. and by the effe@s of it, as ift, it wosked by love ;
he ferved God for love, and not for wages. 2dly, It purified his
his heart, and cleanfed his way, Jobriii. 4. he feared God, ef-
chewed eyil, 3dly, it made him the pattern of patience ; 4thly,
it ftrengthened him in temptations from Satan, the world,
friends ; fo that he kept the way of God, and was not difcou-
raged, but held on till God finifhed his temptations,—Though
he himfelf was in a dying condition, and did expe& death dailv,

et his comfort was, that his Redeemer did live, and fhould
live for ever.

2. He knew by faith that his Redeemer fhould ftand in the
latter days upan the earth ; in the days of the Gofpel, he fhould
affame the rature of man, and live upon the earth, that he
might obey and fuffer, die, and rife again, and afcend to hea-
ven for his redemption ; and at the laft day he fhould come
from heaven to judgment, when he fhould be juftly judged,
and cleared, though he was now unjuftly accufed, and judged
to be an hypocrite, a deceiver, a wicked man, and fo afflicted by
God. This laft judgment was prophefied of by Enoch, before
Chrift’s ime, jude 14, 15. Abrazham alfo believed God to be
the Judge of all the world, Gen. xviii. 25. even Gad \.w'So:.,

who
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who appeared to him and others in an human fhape, as a fore-
runner of hisincarnation. This was Job’s comfort, that after
zll misjudgings and cenfurings were paft, there fhould be a laft
judgment, and all by his Redeemer.

3. He knew by faith, that though his body at prefent wasmuch
worn and wafted with afli&tion, and nothing leftbut fkin and bone,
though after death his body fhould be wholly confumed within
and without, yet he fhould be reftored; histkin, Hleth, bones,
eyes, the [¢lf fame body that had fo fuffered, laid in the grave,
confumed, though ere long he fhould be {een, cenfured no-nore,
yet, when Chrift comes, he thould appear with him in a gio-
rious body, in perfedt health, firength, and beanty ; this cor-
ruption will put on incorruption.  Col. iii.

4. He knew by faith, that in his body, reftored and glorified,
he thould fee his Redeemer’s glorified body, eyen with chofe
eyes that had feen fo much aili®tion. Whar a glorious, ra-
vithing fight will that be! to fee the body of his Redecmer,
that {affered fo much, fo painful a death for him ; and that
with the eyes of his underftarding he fhould {ee God, God the
Bather, God the Son, and Goed the Holy Ghoft; he fhall fee
him face to face, know him as he is known, have a perfet
knowledge of him. 1 Cor.xiii. Be bleffed, and be like bim,
Matt. v. 8. 1 John i, 2.

Job was confirmed in his faith by God’s tranflating Enoch,
Gen. v. 24. and by God’s preparing ap ark, and thatting up
Noah in it, a figure of the eternal {falvation of the ele&, figni-
fied and fealed by baptitm, 1 Pes. ifi. 25. This moft comforts
able truth of feeing God in glory, and enjoying him, the faints
of old were acquainted with ; che patriarchs were pilgrims here,
and fought an heavenly country, Heb. xi. 9, jo, 15. Mofes de-
fired by faith to fee God’s glory, Exod. xxxiil. but God toid
him that mercy was referved for another life.

David, Pfa. xv. 1. Pla, xxiv. defcribeth the man that fhall af-
cend into God’s hill, Pfalm xvi. xvii. wlt. ‘Thisis the complet-
ing of our happinefs. 1 Thef iv. 17.

APPLICATION.

We have feen the {afety and comfostablenefs of Job’s eftate,
in the midft of his afflitions and fo:rows, cleared out of raeie
verfes, in which he makesa confefion of his fuith, whici is
alfo a profeflion of his integrity, and an encouragzment againit
the falfe judging of his friends. Our dear brother deccafed
made the fame profeflion of the ame f2ith, in his afliétions, and
defired it might be made kaown to the church after ms deceafs,
and by it he being dead, yet {peaketh, with believing Abel, to
his neighbours, triends, all in civil and fpiritual relation to Lim,
on this manner—

1. I leave you in this my laft fermon, for a memorial, the fum
of that do&@rine Thave been taught in the church of Goi;i,l_hau;

elieve



564, ORIGINAL SERMOXN BY

believed, profefied, pratifed, and many years preached to you,
in which [ have lived and died, that ye may remember it, hold
it faft, live and die in it: fome articles of it are thefe follow-
ing :—1. That all men, even the beft of men, are finful and
miferable, und cannot redeem themfelves, but need a Redeemer.
2. That God, pafing by fallen angels, hath provided a Re-
deemer for mankind, his own Son, Geod and Min, one that is
wiiling, for he is a Redeemer in name and office ; able, he isa
loving Redecmer, life itfelf, able 1o overcome the death of fin
and mifery. 3. ThisRedeemer is ot forall men, but for particular
parfons, tuch as have grace given them to believe, to accept of
Chiit, and apply him outor afenfe of their need of 2 Redeemer.
4. That pa:iiéu}.—lr believers may, in the ufe of God’s means in
an ordinary way, attain to aflurance that Chrift is their Re-
deemer, not cnly to u ‘good hope, but certainty of faith.—
5, That though the redeemed die, yer they do not perith;
there is a refurreftion ; the fame bodies which they lay down
thall rife again. 6. That Chrift, the Redeemer of the eled,
fhall come at latt to judge the world. 7. That after the refur-
reltion, and day of judgment, the redeemed fhall kave 2 glori-
ous and blefled fight of their Redeemer, both in body ard foul.

2. Youhave been all baptized into this one faith ; you have been
taaghtit, have embraced ir, profeffed it ; you all agree in the fub-
flantial and {aving doirine of Faith, been partakers of the Holy
Supper, whereby you have been confirmed in Faith; {ee that
you live in love, that you bear one another’s burthens and
infirmities, and fulfil the law of Chrift.

3. I have gone before you ina way of patience as well as of
obedience; my aflifions, with holy Job, have been many and
great, fome of leng-continuance. [ have been aflited 1n my
chate, body, fpirit, friends, name; that which hath been my
fupport and comfort in all my affliétions, is faith in a Redeemer,
that my fins are forgiven, through hi; blood, that he hath re-
deemed me from the hurt of all afli®ions; that by him I fhall
be redeemed out of all fin aad mifery, from death and the
grave; and he will notleave me till he brings me to the blefled
fight of God in glory: and this fuith will be your camfort in
like afi&lions.

4. I have, 25 you know, been dying many years, and, at
my appointed time, departed from among you, as well as
others. I, your ncighbour, friend, paftor, can {peak no more to
you, €an pray no more for you, can conveife no more with you,
can walk no more amongit you ; but my Redeemer and your
Redeemer liveth, to do all thefe ofices of love for you; he
liveth to bring to ycur rcmembrance my dolirine, examples,
counitls, admonitions; to blefs the word I have preached tb
you, to anfwer the prayers I have put up to God for you; he
will raife up living infiruments of your imitruftion, fupporté

an
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and comfort ; his {pirit liveth to be an inftru€or and comforter ;
the word liveth to bz the food of your fpiritual life; there fhall
be living ordinances, living and life-cherithing focieties of re-
deemed ones, witly which, if you hold communion, both in
public and private, you fhall find your {piritual life maintained
and increafed.

5. Idiein an evil time, and leave you and the Church of
God in great and general aflition—I, by the goodnefs of
God, notwithftanding all my enemies, die in my own houfe and
bed, and come to my grave in peace, according’to my heart’s de-
fire. T have lived to.fee evils come upon the Church I expeét-
ed not: buar, whatyou may live to fee, I know not. You may
drink deeper of the cup of afii®ion than I have done. Beof
good comfort; Ileave you this living comfort—your Redeemer
liveth, and will redeem you out of all, as he hath done me.—
He gives life and being to all afli&tions, and inftruments of them,
even the greateft; and takes it away at his pleafurs. He out-
lives them all ; and becaufe be Lives, ye pall live alfe, and outiiue
them.  John xiv. 19.

6. Some of you, to whom 1 have preached, and with whom
I have walked, have greatly grieved my heart, with your errors
in doétrine, and diforderly walkings; your fcandals and divi-
fions. Seme of you have returned me evil for gocd, and hatred
for my geod will ; have filled me with reproaches: fome of
you have remained under cenfures, and have not repented.—
Thefe things have grieved me, and feat me oiten to Heaven
with a fad heart; even to my living Redeemer, that he wouid
redeem you from fin, and me from forrow. It may be, when
Tam atreftin my grave, and turned to duft, you may remem-
ber thefe things, and be grieved for your fius again®t God, and
wrongs done to me. If you repent, aad believe in your Re-
deemer, whom 1 have preached to you, and to whom I have
poured out my grieved heart, he will redeem you from all yorr
fins, and from the hurt of all the finarting afiiiftions You may
meet with, and Ifhall give up my accourt concerning you with
joy. Butbefure, [ {ay be fure of this, that you do not meet
me before my living Redeemer at the laft day, in a fiate of
impenitency : how fad, O, how iad will it be, if my merciful
Redeemer be your {evere judge !

2. We may colle&t hence, from Job’s confeffion of faith, and
the fafety and comfortablenefs of his eftate, includzd therein,
the greatnefs of their lofs who are like unto Job, eminent in
placeand grace, that have fuch faith in Chrift, and, upon juft
occafions profefs it; for, 1. they do greatly honour God in the
world ; whatan honour was this to God, that in 2 time of hardeft
trial, when Satan was let loofe upon Job, and he was under all
forts of affliftion, when God dealt with him as an enemy; and
all his comforters judged him to be an hypocrite in religion,

and
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and a notorious finner, that then he fhould believe God to be
his Redeemer, comfort himfelf in him; boldly profefs his
faith in him; and not be drawn to {peak evil of him, or de-
cline his way, he ke>t his hold of God thongh beaten off.

z. They have interzit in Chrift as a Redcemer, therefore he
hath a fpecial care of them in evil times ; there is more hope,
therefore, in dangerous times, finful times, while they are
living, God hath relpeft.to their perfons, prayers, prefence, in
a place we know not what ufe one of them may be of; to con-
finuz mercies, keep off evils, much ‘more many 5 the hope is
lefs, and danger is greater when they are removed.

3. They are underftanding and knowing perfons, well feen in
the myfteries of religion, able to inftriét cthers concerning
Clirift the Kedeemer, his divine and human nature, concerning
the tefurrettion, day of judgment, vifion of God in glory,
there is a lofs of {piritual inftructors, and the greater lofs of
thefe that have been auathorized by God and greatly enabled to
the work.

4. They are comfortable perfons, enabled by grace to comfort
them{eives and others, in many, and great affiictions ; they are
acquainted with God’s “ prémifes of comfort, they have had
experience of the power of them in their own fouls, and can
comfort others from their own experience of the powet of
them in their own fouals : there is a lofs of comforters.

Let us all be ftirred up after the example of holy Job, to give
diligencz to attain the aifurance of faith, that we may be able
to fay, particularly, my Redeemer liveth, /e are {ure of fin;
gailt, afliction, more or lefs; of death, of judgment ; and thall
we not get aflarance of 2 Redeemer? give diligence for affu-
rance, take a night courfe: 1.Be convinced of your fin and
miteyy that you nced a Redeemer: 2. Labour to know this Re-
deemer God hath provided, in his perfon, nature, offices.—
3. Joniider and meditate upon the general offer of the Gofpel ;
t is wiiling to be thy Redeemer, he offers himfelf to thee,
if thou wiltaccept of him: 4. Accept him therefore, be willing
he fhould redeem thee from the law of fin, fervice of it, guilt
and condemnation of it: 5. Pray earneitly for affurance; fearch
thy {cif narrowly, whether thou haft not accepted of Chrift.
Where Chrift is 2 Redcemer, the effetts of Ris redemption will
appear; for inftance, 1. thou wilt love Chrift as a Redeemer, thy
foul wiil he eadeared to him, here:ofore thou lovedft fin; now
Chiritt thae loved thee and gave himfelf for thee. 2. Thou praifeft
Chritt as a Redeemer, art”greatly thankful tochim, Oh ! what
z Lindnefs hath he'done thee ; what a tyrant was fin, a flave
thua walttoit. 3. Thos dott earneftly defire more of the power
of Chrift’s redemption, mere power againft fin, it grieves thy
Zout when fin puts upits head ; thou complaineft to thy Re-
i«vmer.

4. Thou
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4. Thou wilt affuredly love and long for perfect redemption,
Rom. vil. 243 2 Tim.iv, 8.

Where Chrift is accepted there is the feal of the Spirit, the
graces of the Spirit, Eph. ii. 13.

Where the foul bears fruit to God it is undoubtedly married to
Chrift, Rom. vii. 4.

It will neceflurily follow; on the contrary (from the example
of Job’s fafe and comfortable condition, having this knowledge
of a Redeemer) the dangerous and uncomfortable eftate of all
them that have not this faith of a Redeemer : they fee no need,
they have not fought after him, have no intereft in him; fin
hath power over them, to command them : afftiétions do them
hurt: hepce many that were troubled about their fins in afflic-
tions, are worfe after ; death will have power over them, as
God’s executioner to force their fouls out of their bodies ; the
grave fhall have power over them, as God’s prifon, to hold
them in prifon chainstill the great affize; the refurretion fhall
have power over them, to raife them, againft their wills,
as God’s 'jailor, to bring them before the judge: and then ke
that would have been their loving Redecmer, fhall be their ter-
rible judge ; their own confciences witnefles; and God’s re-
deemed ones, whofe hearts were grieved with their fins, wit-
neffes againft them: minifters who have proclaimed a Redeemer
fhall teftify againft them: and God himf{elf fhail acknowledge
their witnefs to be true: and they having nothing o {uy for
themfelves, fhall be caft and condemned. This fhail aggravate
their mifery, that a Redeemer was offered —they refufed him;
loved fin and damuation more than Chrift and redemption. They
fhall fee the redeemed go with Chrift into glogy, and themn-
felves thruft, with Satan, into hell torments.

FOR THE REGISTER.

A Letter from the baptized Brother PETER, the Firft
Fruits of the Moravian Miffion among} the Efguimaux
nation, to Brother LAYR1zZ.

MY DEAR PAUL,
'S ['know thee, I give thee my words to be fent unto
thee. Al this winter through, I have put my truft in
the biood of Jefus; and when lam poor I have recourte to him,
The vile torngak * in me fhall be drowned and puttcdeath; I
will have him no more, and will be walked clean from him.
I have my confidence in Jefus, and have been enlightened 5 I
will not wander in darknefs, but will only behold this Jefus the
Light; and, when [am quite poor, that I 2m there purified by
the blood. I will henceforth have nothing to do with the
wicked rorngak; I will only follow the Saviour, Jefus the be-
loved ; to have other thoughts is very bad ; Ilove him alone.

* Perhaps he means {in.
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I have been, this winter, baptized and made lightfome ; and
have got a new name—Pgerer. I am thaskful that I am ot
afraid of death. When the time of death comes, it is not dan-
gerous to me ; becaufe I have a Lord, the Saviour. I kneel at
his feet ; 1 will have him, to fall about his neck an kifs him.
Men who make a mock, and ufe the torngak, I will not follow;
but the Saviour Jefus alone : for he has true words which have
no end. 1 will follow Jefu’s wounnds, and put my truft in them.
While I am on earth, I hive no comfort but Jerus alone.  lkifs
in {pirit all believing Earopeans, fince Jefus hasgiven me a new
{pirit. 1am,

PereEr.
P W I N o ot o ob b o el ot o ot ol

PRESENT STATE OF THE MORAVIAN MISSIONS.

TO DR. RI?PON.

of the Uaited Bre-

thren, at Tytherton, near s, a very picus and
intelligent man, has favourcd Howing fatement
—His grandfather, o Freach Procefrans, leit France. aud came
into this country to cvoid the perfecutisa of Louis XiV. His
father and mother were members Gf the Baprit chiorch meeting
in Swift’s Alley, Dublin. e was feven years @ miffiopary
in the Euaft-Indies; but obliged to decline his miifion, on ac-
count of ill health. The accouut he gives of the flindoos is
perfefly confo.mable to that fent us of them by our brethren,
Carey, Thomas, and their colizagues.  His nephew, the Rev.
Charles Ignatius-La 1'robe, is fecretary to the Brethren’s Mif-
fionary Society, in Lendon.  'Fhe number of breihrea and
difters engaged in the miflions of the brethren, towards the clofc
of the year 1800, were as follows :—

In the Danith iflands of St. Thomas, St. Croix,

HE Rev. James La

and St. Juan - - 32
In Greenland - - - - 18
In Antigua - - - - 13
In St..Kitt’s - - - - 6
In Jamaica - - . - 9
In Barbadoes - - - - 3
In Tobago - - - - 4
Among the Indians in South America - 23
Among the Indiansin North America - 10
In Labrador - - - - 26
At Bavian’s Kloof, near the Cape of Good Hope 10

At Tranquebar = - - - - 5
In ali, 161 perfons. And in many of the faid places, their
labours are fuccefsful, focieties numerous, and profpetts
pleafing. Yours, &c.
I T.
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A PERSUASIVE TO CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP,

THE CIRCULAR LETTER*,
FROM

The Minifters and Me[lengers of the feveral Baptift Churches
of the ﬁortbamptan/{ireg /Mo{z:aﬁo{z; qﬁmb/e{’l{ti Oakham,
June 2y 3, 4, 1801, ’

[ WS
BerovEp BRETHREN,

UR annual interview was pleafant, and we hope profita«
ble. The accounts from the churches were many of them
encouraging. ‘The affli®ion of-feveral of cur brethren in the
the miniftry, however, diminithed our enjoyments: fome of
them were not able to attend with us; and others who were pre-
fent appeared to be much indiipofed. Help us, brethren, by
your frayers; that ufeful lives may be preferved, ard long con-
tinued as bleffings to the churches.

In out letters for the two preceding years we addreffed you on
the Difcipline of the Primitive Churches, and the Qualifications
for Church Fellowfhip. Defirous of promoting not only your
edification more immediately, but alfo the fpiritual improve-
ment of thofe who form a part of your public affemblies, we
this year prefent you with a few confideratioas intended as A
PErsuasive To CHRIsTIAN FELLOWSHIP.

There. are, in all our congregatioas, 2 number of individuals,
who appear, in a judgment of charity, to have received the truth
in love, and whofe conduét in other refpes is fuch as becomes
the gofpel, but who live in the habitual negle& of its pofirive
inftitutions. For real or avowed unbelievers to do this, would
occafion no furprife ; but that thofe, who profefs to love our Lord
Jefus Chrift, and who cherifh the hope of eternal life through
him, fhould thus feem.to difiegard his authority, is now s little
furprifing, and may well'’be confi!s:c. ws one of the peculiari-
ties of the prefent ftate of reliyviom ngft us.  Nothipg of this
fort appeared in tha times of the apoftles. Converts to Chriftia-
nity were rec.gu:z«d by an open profeflion of the name of Chirift,
and admiflion to the fellowthip of the church. The zeal and
ardor of primitive believers admitted of no hefitation or delay :
they never flopped to inquire how little they mizht do for
Chrift, and yet go to heaven ; nor thought of reckoning thisor
the other ordinance not eflential to falvation : but, burning with
Iove to the Redeemer, and 2eal for his rightecus caafe, they
made hafle, and aelayed not 1o keep his commandmenis.  No {ooner
was Saul converted, than he effoyed to join bimfelf to the difeiples.
Anticipating the pleafure that would refult trem an obedience

* This letter having been rccommended, as it deferves, in the higheft
terms, the wholz of it is infersed in the Regilter —EniToR,

Szer. 1801.] T T 0
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to the divine command,,and defirous of being numbzred among#t
the followers of the Lamb, the Eutuch, on behewng that Jelus
was the Son of Ged, exclalmed with an agrezable furprife, See,
water ! avhat doth hinder meto be baptized ? The Philippian
Jailor, belicwing,in God, with all kis houfe, awas baptized, ke
and all bis firaightway, even the fame hour, of the nighrin
which Paul had {poken to them the word of the Lord. When
the Samaritans belizved Philip, preaching the things concerning the
kinglons of God, and the name of Jefus Chrift, they were baptized,
both men ard women. ]n tho{e times, asmany as gladly received
the aword, aere baptized 5 and continved fledfafily in the apofles
doftrine cnd frzu‘ idy r‘ud in br ml-mg of bread; and in prayers.
But how different iz all this from the reluétance and fupmcnef»
of profeflors in later times, who fvem glad of any plea that
mnzy exempt them fiom obligation, or extenuate their remiflaefs
in refpe& to an open profefiion of the name of Chrif, and 2
p‘a&'ca} fubmiflion tothe inflitutions of his church! Fora
change o novel in the vifible ftate of chriftianity, we are led to
inquire the caufe; am‘, as 2 mean of correfting {o prevalent an
evil, to po.nt out the importance of gofpel fellow fhip, as bind-
ing upon the followers of Chrift.

‘Firft, Let us .inquirc THE REASONS WHY THOSE, WHO
PROFESS TO BEELitVEIN CHRIST FOR SALVATION, AP-
FEARy NEVERTHELLSS, TO LIVE IN THE NEGLECT OF
“HRrRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.

Ie will be read"iy apprehended,. that, by Fellowfhip in the
hofpd femething more is meant than a friendly intercourfe
with individual cmu".w , or arflated attendance on the folem-
mities of the fabbatii; that it relates to that ftate of union- pecu-
liar to a ch: x‘}vat. {(vcxe"' which includes a public profefion of
the name of Chrit, and a folemn engagement to walk togethcr
in ail his commandments and ordinances blamelefs. It is of the
neglett of thefe important duiies thut we complain, and would
now «ctcrrt ptte fuggeit a few hiuts tending to remove the impe-
diments which muy he in the way.

Thcu may be fome .lxr,onglc us, who, while their generai
conduct s fuch as enditles them to {ome refpedt, are, neverthe-
Yeis, confcious of Jixing ir jome knozun fin, and who may, there-
fore, feel it peceflary to decline any immediate connexion with
the church of God—Certainly; where this is the cafe, we do not
folicit any fociety ; but woulil rather exhort fuck perfons to con-
fefs and rc fake the‘ fins, that they may find mercy. The fel-
Iowfhm of hrnmns is of a holy nature: itis ajel’afu.j bip awith
the Faiier aud bis Son Jejfus C#rift + they have intercourle with
God'as the moral governer of the world, through Jefus the medi-
ator ; their object 1s toearry on thae caufe of truth and righteouts
ne,,, to prcmu e the R Redeemer’s glory, and mutually toJz2bour
{for 2 conformity to his will ; but it will be 1mpoﬁblP to enter

into
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into thefe defigns, or contribute to their accomplithment, if fin
have dominion over us. There may be much civility, and.
many expreflions of friendfhip; but where purity of heart -and
nearaefs to God are not carefully maintained, there would be
none of that chriftian tendernefs, onenefs of {pirit, holy freedom,
and brotherly affetion, in which the communion of faints fo
much confitts. If ave avalk in the light, as be is in the light, awe
bave fellowfbip one with anotker, and the blood of Fefus Chriff
cleanfeth us from all fin. Living in fia, therefore, .or having
finned and not repented, not only difqualifies us for the fellow-
thip of chriftians on earth, but alfo renders us unmeet to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the faints in light.

Some, though not living in any known or pofitive evil, may
think, neverthelefs, that a relation to the church of God would
lay them under greater obligations to a firict and boly l{'fz than they
with to take upon them, and. hence prefer a flate of freedom
from fuch reftraints. [t is allowed that fuch a connexion does
indeed impiy the moft facred of all engagements: we covenant
to be the Lord’s ; renouncing all other lerds who have had do-
minion over us, we make mention oaly of his name. Having
named the name of Chrift, we are required to depart from all
iniquity. Having {worh, we are bound to perform it, that we
‘will keep his righteous judgments. Aad is it, indeed, an objet
of dread to be bound to Chrift and his fervice, by a folemn fur-
render of ourfelves to him?  If there be any amongft us who
are of this opinion, we do not immediately invite them to our
fellowfhip ; but would rather urge them to inquire, whether
their hearts be right in the fight of God? The obligation to
univerfal holinefs, though it is dire€tly acknowledged, and in a
{enfe confirmed by an open profefion of the name of Chrift, yet
it does not depend upon any fuch engagement on our part.
Chrift’s fervice is not a matter of difcvetion. Whatever we are
or whatever we profefs to be, our obligation is radically the
fame.

It may be pleaded by others, that church-fellowfhip is not effens
tial to falvation, and that, therefore, we may go to heaveg
without it.  Pofitive inftitutions are rot, indeed, fo eflential to
falvation, as that it could not in any cafe be obrained without
them ; but it does not follow, that, thercfore, they are in no
cafe neceflary to falvation. We are fure that living in known
fin would exclude us from the kingdom of heaven, and, for
aught we know, living in the negle@® of known duty may do
the fame. And if it be true, that Chrift becomes the author of
eternal falvation to all them ashe oBEY him, a difobedienceto
his commands may exclude us from an intereft in kis falvation,
as weil asa rejeCtion of histruth.  But if it were otherwife, and
fuppofing we might go to heaven without attending to church
ordinances, vet what a principle of felffneSs does it difcover

T T2 ¥Whay
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What a difregard for the authority of Jefus; what a want of
love to him and ‘zeal for his glory, to live in the negledt of
known duty on the prefumption that our own fzlvation may not
be endangered by it! 1Isis lovely, is it worthy of a child and
fervant of God thus to aé&t? It might fuit a profeflor whofe re-
ligion is nothing but felfithnefs ; but let fuch remember that
they have not the love of God in them: for 1his is the love of
God, that ave keep bis vommandments.

It is to be feared that fome are kept from a public profeffion
of Chrift by mere avorldfy motiwes. They have fome flattering
profpedts in life, and their temporal inteseft would (uffer by it.
They have relafions and friends who feel averfe to religion, and
would be offended at their openly profefling it. The fear of be-
ing difinherited, or fuftaining lofs in their warldly circumftances,
induces fome perfons to conceal their principles, in hopes that
fome furare oppertunity may bemore favourable totheir avowal,
without fubjeing them te tenporal inconvenience. Rat this tem-
porifing with retigion, and treating it as a fubordinate concern,
is of ferious importance ; it implies a pra®ical demial of Chrift
before men, and will, we fear, expofe the party, if he die
without repentance for it, to a being denied by Chrift before
the Father another day. Lord, faid ove, I awill follsaw thee ;
but let me firft go and bury my fathtr—Let me firft go and bid them
Sareavell avho are ar bome, fays another.  Jefus anjwersd, let
the dead bury their dead :e—follow thou ie—No mun baving put
bis hand to the plough, and lawking back, is fit for the kingdem of
God.

The dread of reproack is the occafion of prevening fome from
following the Lerd more fully. A general and loofe profeflion
of the chriftian name is common enough, and to take up with a
wordly religion attaches no ftigma to its profeflor ; but to eater
into the fpirit of the gofpel, to come ocut from amongft the
common herd of nominal chriftians, to e feparate, to follow
the Lord fully, and to keep his ordinances a5 thoy «were deli-
wered, will fubjedt us to the charge of fingularity, and that not
only from the grefily immoral, but alfo from the devout and
honourable. But thall we, therefore, be athamed of Chrift be-
fore men, and witnhold ourfelves from the communion of fuch
as are walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blamelefs?  If any man be afpamed of me and of my <words,
faith our Lord, of him awill I be afpamed before my Father and the
koly angels. Rather let vs go forth unto him without the camp,
bearing his reproach ; and if this is to be vile, let us be thll
more vile. He who would pleafe the world, and accommodate
his religion to the prevailng tafte, undertakes more thau he can
perform, if he would be the fervant of Chrift.

« et — Faithful found

Among the fzithlefs, faithfu} only he :

Among
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Among innumerable falfe, unmov’d,
Unthaken, unfeduc d, unterrify’d,

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal :
Nor number, nor example with bim wrought

To fwerve from truth.”
MisToN.

Others may be deferring an attendance on divine ordinances
till they receive fome particular impreffions o convince them of
their duty.—They think it right for thofe who love Chrift to
own and follow him, and are wiiling to be confidered as his-
friends, only they are waiting at the pool for the moving of the
waters, in hones of receiving fome kind of extraordinary inti-
mations of the divine will, re{pz&ing their immediate duty.—
Many perfons appear to be looking for fomething of this fort,
and becaufe they go withourit from time to time, conclude
it is the mind of God that they fhould not comply with his ordi-
nances; at leaftthat they fhouid notcomply with them at prefent,
—It isallowed, indeed, that impreffions are defirable, provided
it be truth or duty that is imprefled, otherwife they deferve no
regard : but let thefe be as defirable as they may, the want of .
them can never juftify our living in the negle& of kaown duty.
Nor are they at all adapted to fhew us wkat is duty, but merely
to excite to the performance of what may be proved to be duty
witheut them. If the want of fuch impreflions, or of {uch a
ftate of mind as we are wifhing for in a ftate of inadtivity, would
excufe us in the negle@ of Church fellowfhip, they would alfo
excufe us in the negle@ of other religious duties. But fuch
pleas are highly delufive, and ferve only to difcover our want
of love and zeal in the caufe of Chrift.

Natural timidity appears to befet fome, and keeps taem back
from an open profeflion of the name of Chrift. They feel it
defirable to own Chrift before meq, and are convinced of their
,obligatiOn fo to do; but are deterred by the publicity of fuch
an engagement, and imagine them(elves unable to make a good
coufeffion before fo many witnefles. —Thé natural diffidence of
fome perfons may indeed render this very formidable; but it
fhould be remembered that to gain fome advantage, or avoid
fome inconvenience in worldly affairs, fuch objections are gene-
rally overcome : and why fhould they be deemed infuperable
in a matter of far greater importance? Our ftrength is fmall
indeed, if we faint here. What fhould we do in times of per-
fecution, when called to confefs Curift at the peril-of our lives?
Our blefled Lord openly avowed our caufe in the face of danger :
he neither failed, nor was difcouraged; but endured the crofs,
defpifing the hame. Cold indéed muft our hearts be towards
him, if we can fuffer a few imaginary difficalties to Linder us
from owning his righteous caufe !

TT 3 Finally
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Finally, fome ate deterred from a compliance with this duty
by a fear left they fhould not be proper fubjeds.—1It is not owing
to any diflike to the ways of the Lord, nor indifference to the
glory of Chrift, that fome amongft us are living in the omiffion
of his ordinances : they regularly attend on al) the other means
of grace, manifeft good will to the Redeemer’s caufe, join in
focial prayer for its profperity, and are lovers of good men;
but fear they are ot qualified to fill up a place in the Chriftian
Church. The doubts which they entertain of their own per-
fonal religion, the fuppofition that fome eminent endowments
and a larger degree of chriftian experience are neceffary to fuch
2 connexlon, together with the fear of deceiving others, and
being themfelves deceived, not only excufe them in their own
account from a public profeflion, but appear to juftify and
commend them in fuch a line of condu@. We do not wifh ta
perfuade any perfon to profefs that of which he is not conftious,
But if it be indeed a matter of dpubs whether they be true
Chriftians, we may be allowed to exprefs our furprize, that they
in general difcover fo little concern about that all-important
quettion. To be awalking in fuch darkrefs as not ro know whither
we are going, is far from being defirable; and, if we have any
proper fenfe of things, it muftbe very painful. Axd is it really
2 mazter of doubt, whether you be a believer, or an unbeliever; a
triend to Chrift, or an enemy ;. whether from your heart you wifh
well or 1il to his kingdom in the world ; whether yourfou} unites
with thofe who love him, or thofe with who love him not? Re-
member this, thereis no neutrality in thiscale: He, that is not with
me, is againfi me: and be, that gathersth it avith me, feattereth
abroad,. We are either Chrift’s friendsor his-encmies; believers,or
unbelievers. We either embrace the Gofpeljor rejeétit; would
choofe Chrift and heaven for our portion, if we might have
our choice, or the prefent world; and we have only to decide
which. In other cafes, we arenot at a lofs ia judging who or
what we love and habitually prefer, nor in determining whofe
{ide we are of, or to whofe intereft we fecl attached. If our
heart be not with Jefus, by no means let us give him our
hand, nor betray him with a kifs: butif it be, even though
we may not enjoy the comforts of religionin {o great a degree
as fome other Chuiftians, it becomes us, neverthelefs, to exprefs
it by an open profeflion of his name. If avith the beart ave be-
Ggve unto righteoufuefs, let us make cenfelfion with the mouth unto
alvation.

Secondly, We proceed to pcint out THE IMPORTANCE
OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, AS BINDIKG UFON THE
FoLLowirs oF CHRIST. A

If there were no other confiderations to induce us to give
up ourfelves to a Chriftian Church, the requirements of our -
Lord and Saviour ought to be deemed fuffictent. Thofe who

pay
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pay no praétical regard to this duty; generally live in the neg-
leét of the ordinaunce of Baptifm, which Jefus declared was
becoming him and his followers 5 and alfo of the Supper, which
he enjoined upon us when taking his leave of the world. The
tendernefs of this, his dying requeft, ought to overwhelm all
hefitation, and confound the very idea of delay. That-a finner
fhould afk to be remembered of the Saviour is nothing furprifing ;
for if he forget us, we are entirely undone: but that the Lord
of glory'fhould atk to be remembered, and yemembered as dying
for us, is kind and condefcending beyond exprefiion. He wha
can deny fuch a requeft muft furely be ar a lofs to prove him-
{elf the friend of Chrift: Ye are my friends, if ye do wkatforuer
I command you.

The importance, which attaches to individual Chriftians in
uniting with Churches, muft bear fome proportion to the im-
portance of the exiftence of thofe Churches; for, if it be a
matter of fmall account for any one Chriftian to-unite in fet-
Jowthip, it may be the-fame for another, and {o for all ; which
is the fame thing as fuppofing it to be a matter of little confe-
quence whether there be any Chriftian Charches in the world.
Bat Chriftian Society feems to be no lefs effential to the carry-
ing on the intereft of Chrift, than human fociety is for pro-
moting the intereft of man, and even for preferving alive a
pofterity upon the earth. Where do we ordinarily fee the work
of converfion carried on, but where a Chriftian Church is efta-
blithed, or where the word and ordinances are adminiftered ?
When Chrift afcended up on high, be gawe gifts 1o men;=and
wherefore ? That'the Lord God might dwell amo:g them. It is
under a focial chara@er that Chnitians are denominated the
houfe or temple of God, in which he deigns to’ dwell ; where
his beauty 15 beheld, and where we inquire after trath. It is
the body of Chriff, which being fitly joined together, and com-
patted by that which every joint fupplieth, according to the
effetual working of the meafure of every part, maketh in-
creafe unto the,edifying of itfelf in love—The goldry candk-
Aicks, by which the light of truth and holinefs is exhibited to
the world, among which our great High Prieft condefcends to
walk«—and the dwwelling places, and aflemkblies of Mount Zion, on
which' Jehovah, as over Ifrael in the wildernefs, has creared
a cloud and fmoke by day, and the fhining of a flaming fire by
night; covering their glory with his defence.  The narural
inference from thefe reprefentations is, that if we have any
regard for the intereft of Chrift, or anydefire for walking in
fellowfhip with him, we fhould {urrender ourfelves up to him,
and to the fellowthip of faints, according to his will. If we
would find the Shepherd, we muft go forth by the fotfieps of 1he
IR
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From the firft creation of man upon earth, it was judged
by his benevolent Creator not good that b. fhould be a’one ; and
as the ftate of {fociety advanced,’its advantages were feit and
acknowledged. 7Zwo (iaith ‘the wife man) are better than one ;
becaufe they have a good reavard for their labour.  For if theyfall,
the one wili Lft up bis felloav : but avoe to him that is alone awben
be falleth s for be bath not another to help him up.  And if tave lic
vogether, then thiy hawe beat: but kow can one be warm alone >
And if one prevail againft bimy taws fball withffand bims and a
threefold cord is not quickly broken. 'Thefe, and many more fuch
confiderations, which recommend fociety in general, zpply with
peculiar force to Religious Saciety. Ttis this which fweetens
doty, aids our recovery when falien, excites warm and gracious
affe@tions, and firengthens our hands to repel the temptations
of an evil world:

We doubt not but that there are godly individuals fcattered
up and down in the world, who have litrle or no opportunity
of enjoying the fellowthip of faints: butit is feldom kaown
that fuch perfons arrive to any confiderable eminence in {piritu-
ality or ufefulnefs. Theeye, or the hand, is fingularly ufeful
in the body: but if feparated, it would be otherwite. The moft
honourable member cannot fay to the leaft horourable, and ftill
Yefs to the body, {haue no nced of thee. And if thefe who are
lawfully preverted, fuffor for the want of Chriftian fellowthip,
whrt may be expedted of thofe who voluntarily negle@t it? If
thesLord in his providence call us to walk albaz, we mayhope
that he will, at Ieaft in fome meafure, make up the lofs of pub-
lic means by a greater biefiing on private ones: bat if the for-
mer be flighted, he will affuredly withdraw his blefling from
the Jarter.

The n~gle&t of pofitive inftitutions uader the O!d Teftament,
was fometimes pusifhed with temporal judgments. The Lord
fought even to flay his forvant Mofes, for having omitted to cir-
cumcife his fon in Midian. And prob:bly it is in allufion to
the inflition of calamities for' fuch negleds, that itis faid in
prophecy, Whofo awi!l not come up o the feafl of tabernacles, upon
vhem fball be no rain. Under the gofpel difpenfation, it is God’s
ufual way to punith, not by temporal, but fpiritual judgments;
and whether the negle@ of his ordinances be not generally ac-
companied with a tufpenfion of fpiritual biefings, let “experi-
énce determire.

The trnciple from which Chriftian fellowthip arifes is Jowves
and 4. :s of fo much importance as to be made by the ferip-
tures a teft of perfonal religion. . We knoay that ave hawe paffed
Jrom death wntc life, becaufe we love the brethren.: ke that loweth
not the brechren. abizetk in death.  But if we love the brethren,
we fhall defire to be one with them in the tendereft ties; to join
in ardéne and honourable efforts, to pray and to praife with

them,
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them, to {ympathife in their forrows, and rejoice in their joys;
An fhort, to caftia oyr lot with them, that whatever good thifg
the Lord their God . may. beftow aipon them, he may beftow
upon us. This is the natural operation of love: and without
fuch a tendency, at.leaft, it cannot be genuine. The renewed
heart beats fpontaneoufly after the clofeft poffible- union with
God aud his people. Its language is, Entreat me not to leave
2hes, or o return from following after thee: for whither thoa
goggt, L wili gos and aubere thou lodgep, I avill lodge: thy peos
ple jpall be my people, and thy God, my God.  Where thou dieff,
will [ die, and there wnild be buried : the Lord do fo to me, and
wmore alfo, if aught but death part thee and me! David, evenin
praying for th= falvation or his own foul, did not afk for a
feparate blefiag, but fora fhare in the portion of the people of
God.  Remember me, O Lord, awith the favour which.thou beareft
10 thy peaple : O wifit me-with thy falvation : that I may fee the
good of thy chofen ; that 1 may rejoice in the gladnefs of thy na-
tion § that I may glory awith thine inber:tance !

The fimpliaty of gofpsl ordinances muft render an inat-
tention to-them inexcufable. Under the former difpenfation,
the pofitive inftitations of religion were numerous and compli-
cated. The diftance, alfo, which the Ifraelities, and efpecially
the profelytes from among the Gentiles, had to journey at the
times of their {olemn aflemblies, was very great when com-
pared with ours. God required of them great labour and ex-
penfe, yet the godly amongft them cheerfully complied. And
now that he hath brought the bread of life home to us, raining
manna, as it were, around our tents, fhall we, therefore, make
light ofit? If the Lord had bid us do fome great thinf.

“fhould we-not have doneit? 'Then how much rather, when he
faith, < Wafh, and be clean?”’

One of the moft interefting ideas given us of the celef
tial world is that of a ftate of glorion jfociety. Angels and
fainté innumerable, ten thoufand-times ten thoufard, and thou-
fands of thoufands, each vie with the other in love and praife,
while every creature in heaven and earth, and under the earth,
and in the fea, unite in afcribing bleffing, and honour, and
glory, and power, unto him who fitteth upon the throne, and
to the lamb for ever and ever. And how are we to be fitred
for this blefled flate, bat by affociating with the people of God
on earth? It is thus that we are prepaved for glory. Nay,
more: It is thus that we aftuaily partake of it—By cordially
uniting with the friends of jefus in this world, we unite with
the avbole family of heaven ard earth, which is but one.  Hence
it is that believers in the prefent life are reprefented as already
come unto Mount Sion, unto the city of the living God, the hea-
venly Jerufalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to
the general affembly and church of the firft-born which are

written
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written in heaven, to God the judge of all, to the {pirits of
juft men made perfe@, andto Jefus the mediator of the new co~
venant,

If thefe {entiments be properly confidered and felt, they will
not only ftimulate thofe to prompt cbedience, who have hither-
1o negiefled the inftitntions of Chrift, but imprefs us all with a
fenie of cur great advantages, and caufe us to rejoice with
trembling.  We fiznd on high ground : we walk ac upon the
borders of heaven: let ws watch and pray, left we be found
cledving to the earth, notwithfanding thefe ditiingnified pri-
vileges. Nay, it 1s not impaffible that frem thefe heights fome
of us mey fall, like the inhabitants of Copernanm, into perdi-
tion !

Finally, It may not be unproftable for thofe of us who are
minifters and members of churches to Inquire whether the neg-
le@s of-which we complain may not, in part, be owing to fome-
thing in us?  If a miniiter be uninterefted, and confequently un-
interetting, in his work ; 1f there be bu tittle {avour in his {pis
it, . or profit arifing from his corathunications ; if the people be
haughty, covetous, {elf-willed, litigions, and corformed to this
world ; there will be but little encouragement for young chriif-
tians to cafl in their lot with them. Or, if none of thefe evils
be remarkably apparent, yet if there be a want of holy affetion
and free converfation, it will not be much otherwife. It is by
our having {ellowthip with God, that godly minds will be in-
duckd to have fellowfhip with us.  We «will go awith you, fay
they, for ave bawve heard that Ged is avith you !

Beloved brethren, Farewell!
Jou~ Surcuiry, Moderator,

BREVIATES.

Zagfday, June 2, Evening, Six o’clogt.—Met o hear the let-
ters from the churches,  Brother Read began in prayer ; Bro-
ther Sutch#f was chefen Moderator ; and Brother Nichols con-
cluded.

Bedrellay, June 1, Morning, Six oclock.—Time was {pent
in prayer by the following Brethren :—Millar of Partrey, Dei-
ridge of Morthamptor, and Barke? of Towcefter. Reud let-
ters from fome of the churches which were then received.

Morning, Haif-pafi 7o ¢ cleck.— Aflembl=d for public worfhip,
Brother Crapps prayed. Brother Evans preacked from 1 Pet. .
#o §. Aninberioance—referoed in beaven for jeu; aho are keps
by tte power of God, thringh faith, uuto falvation. Brother Bd-
monds prayed. Brother Fuiler preached from Jude 3. Relowes,
woen I gave all diligence to avrite unto you of the common falvation,
it was netziful Jor me to awrite unte yeu, and exhort you, thai ye

"
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fooidd earnsftly contend for. the faith once delivered unto the faints.
Brother Hopper concluded.

Afternoon.—The Miniters and Meffengers heard the Circular
Letter, which was approved, and ordered to be printed. The
Letter for next year, ON THE PRACTICAL USES OF THE
ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM, to be' written by brother Fulier.

At fix Gclock in the evening met for public aworship.—Brother
Morrnis prayed ; brother Keeby preached trom Mat . xi. 5. T/e
prer bawz the Gafpel preached unta them : and brother Mills con-
cluded.

2burfday merning, fix o'clock—After prayer by brother Flet-
cher, the miniflers communicated the exercifes of their minds
during the paft year. Sung a parting. hyma; brother Burton
prayed; dilmified the congregation ; icttled the bufinefs of the
Affociation fund ; and the Moderator concluded in prayer.

The next afiociation to be held at Northampron, on the
Tueflay and Wednefday afier Whitfun-week. Brothers Sutcliff
and Hopper to preach. Putupatthe Saracen’s Hean.

State of 1he Churches firce the laff 4jfociation.

RECEIVED. REMOVED.
By Baptilm - 101 By Death - 33
. Difmiflion - 10
Reftored - z | Exclufion - 21
Added 103 Diminithed 64

—

lear increafe 39

EXTRACTS FROM THE CIRCULAR LL({TER
: TO
The Baptift Churches in Efféx, who affociate for the purpofes of
propagating the Gofpel in the Villages of that County ; affem
bled at Colchefler,. May §th and 6th, 1801.

"TUESDAY, May 5, we met at three in the afternocr.
Prayer. A letter from Brother Brown gave us the paicful iz
formation of his incapacity through the etfe@s of a fever,
t> attend our meeting, although appointed to preach; ev.
fed his kind and earneft wifhes for the welfare of the afic
churches and the fuccefs of vilage preaching; and gav. il
following pleafing view of the church at

POTTER’S STREET :
« ] am happy to inform you, that the Lord is'pleafe it ta
continue his blefliag and prefence with us, asa church We,
have had an addition of four to our number, fince the " -

! H




580 EXTRACTS FROM THE

“ual day, by baptifm, and one by difmifion from another

hurch.” Our congregation is increafing. Four perfons are to
be propofed for communion at our next church meeting.
Many othess in the congregation, we hope, are inquirirg the
way to Sion; and we have the pleafure of faying, that wenot
only increafe in numbers, but, we truft, in love to Chrift and
each other.”

BrAainTREE.— We are at peace ameng ourfelves, but
have.had no addition fince the laft affociation. One member 1s
removed from uvf by death. We requeft to be remembered by
you at a throne -of grace, that the great Head of the Church,
would revive his work amoeng us, and add to eur number fuch
a3 thall be faved.”

CoGaEs#ALL.—< Ve have cau’e to be humble and thank-
ful : humble, on account of much coldrefs and deadnefs; but
have-to rejoice, as we enjoy the bleffing of peace among our-
felves, and a:e not defticute of love to one another. Four per-
fons added this laft year, and we have in profpe more. Loft
one by death.”

EaRLs-coLnE.—« We lament that but lirtle of the vital
power of true godlinefs appears among us; fo that our paftoris
often adopting the language of the prophet, ¢ Who hath be-
lieved our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re-
vealed  But we are well attended, and there is a little real
religion among us, There are three propofed now, who, we
hope, are fubjeéts of divine grace; and others we hope are ear-
neftly feeking the Lord. We have been called to the painful
exercife of excommunicating two of our members ; two are dif-
mifled, and one added. Since the laft affociation, we have
called out our refpefted - brother, Richard Owers, to preach the
Gofpel.”

Havstep.—« We lament, that among many fettled churches
the hand of prayer is low—the world feems to be uppermoft.
Though we have to fay, with pleafure, on the other hand,
many are ccntent with fuch things asthey have. As it refpeéls
the ftate of eur church, we live in peace among ourfelves and we
tfruft we love as brethren;—we are well attended on Lord’s
days, and the people feem to pay attention. We hope there
are evidences of the ftrong holds of f{atan being broken by the
mighty power of God. There is a profpe&t of fome joining
uws. Ve have received and baptized three.”

Lancuau.—< Some things of-an hambling rature loudly
call upon us to watch and pray. Two have been excluded
from us, and one died after having communed with us at the
Lord’ table but once. We have alfo difmiffed one. But we
have had eight added ; and were never better, nor perhaps {o
well, ateended at our public worthip. We al{o enjoy as much
peace as moft churches—but want more fpirituality and heaven
Iy miad:lasis.”
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Rarrerics.— Though the increafe of our number has
not beén equal this year to former feafons, yet we are not with-
out evident tokens of the divine prefence in enlightening and
eftablithing our underftandings in the dcétrines of grace; in
making public ordinances profitable and private communion
delightful. Since our laft affociation there have been baptized
and added to our number four men and one woman; bat, for
the honor of God, we have been obliged to exclude two of our
members. The one of them at firt was efteemed a pillar and
chofen as deacon; yet. feduced by thedevil, he has turned to
damnable herefies..” )

WarTham ApeEy.—< We enjoy the unity of the {pirit
in the bond of peace; the ordinances of Chrift are wells of
falvation and breafts of confolation. Since the laft annual
meeting, we have loft one member by death ; two have been
baptized and added; and one received by difmiffion.”

TuaorPE, (a finall market-town between Colchefter and
Harwich.)—A letter was read from the hearers of Mr. Bolton,
at Thorpe, exprefling gratitude for his being fert to them, and
ftrong defire for his continuance. The letter was figned by 34
men and women, in behalf of many befides themfelves. The
following is an extraét:

« There is, we apprehend, honoured and dear brethren, a
profpe& of great fuccefs in thele parts; as the number of at-
tendants is much beyond what might have been expected
in a fituation fo dark, and where the wvary littdle that
was known was fo much defpifed. DIloyeover, we truft that
fome of us, fince Mr. Bolton came here, have feit the power
of the word; and, as many come conitantly and hear with
great ferioufnefs, we hope that it will not be in vain. The
oppofitions we'meet with are not {uch as ought to difcourage
us; were they far greater than they are, we know that the fol-
lowe:s of the Lamb were perfecuted from the firft—and, what
are we that we thould be excufed ?”

The Langham letter fays, concerning Thorpe :—*¢ And now
we fend you glad tidings. The Gofpel has been intwroduced
into Thorpe, and the profpe@ is pleafing—a divine blefling
has attended the word. Three perfons from that neighbour-
hood have been baptized and joined the church at Langham:
of whom one is now no more; and there appear to be many
more afking the way to Sion with their faces thitherward. We
hope thefe things, brethren, will excite your energies, and help
you to pray, and preach, and praife.”

When all the letters had been read, a fhort rehearfal of the
peculiarly trying ftate of the church at Colchefter was given by
its Paftor. The fum of their cafe is this—not one addition, five
dead, eight excluded, fome of them for very grievous crimes;
pretty well attended on Lord’sdays; two or three, perhaps

more,
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more, wifhing for 2 place and name among us. The-clouds
+are not wholly difperied, yet the reftoration of arder, peace,
ant love, is hoped for. The church moft angionfly requetls,
togedher with the Minifter, an iutereft in the prayers of the
fifter churches ; that thefc hopes may be realizéd, that the glory
may not depart, but that our name may be *¢ ‘The Lordis there,”
and may this be the common name of all the churches.

Some of the letters mention exertions in villazes, but the fuc-
cels isnot great.  In tiwree, viz. Coggefhall, Earls Colne, and
Halfted, fchools for the inftru&ion of children, on the Lord’s
Days pardcniarly, are eftablifhed. through, the afliftance of
friends ; fome of whom refide in London. '

The fervice on Tuefday afternoon Brother Stevens concluded
by prayer.

In the evening met at half paft fix, brother Pudney prayed ;
Mr. Owers preached from Plalin xxvil. 4. One thing have 1
defired of the Lord, &c. &c. and clofed with prayer.

On WVedrelday we met at half patt ten in tiic forenoon.  Qur
brethren Homblow, Hutchings, and Trivett prayed. Brother
Pilkington preached from John x. 16. Cther jheep 1 bave, wwhich
are notof this fold, &c. &c. and brother Bragkett, from Pfalm
cxiv. 11. T?:-ﬁ_'y_,%.zl/‘/}eaé of the g/’or}' of thy kingcom, and tali of
thy power. Inthe evening Mi. Rance, from Hackaey, near
London, after praying, preached from Colofll i. 12. Giwing
thanks to the Father awhich hath made us meet, &c. Mr. Hall,
of Iptwich, prayed, and difmiied the affembly.

All the fervices were weil and ferioufly attended.  Several
minifters and. friends of different denominations gave us their
countenance by affembling with us, which was an additional
pleafure. The addrefles to the Throne of Grace were fervent
and fuited to the occafien. The flate of our country and its
diltreffed poor was not forgotten. The fermons gave genetal
fatisfa@tion. May their effects be beneficial and permanent, It
was, indeed, a time of refrefhing to many. Our bufinefs was
condued with unanimity and difpatch. Mr. Bolton is to con-
tnae at Thorp.

The next Affociation to be at Halited, on the third Tuel~
day and Wednedday in May 1Soz. Service, on Tuefday, to
begin at three in the afternocn ;3 on Wednefdav, at half paft
ten forencon ;3 brother Brown and brother Hutchings to preach;
im cafe of failwe, brother Steevens.—Put up at the George.

INCREASE. DCCREASE.
Baptized aud added 27 | Dead - 9
Received by lecter 2 Difmiffed - 3
Rettored o Excluded - 14

29 26

Increafe 3.
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No. of Members.
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No. of Members.

Braintree - - 49.| Langham - - 72
Coggefhall - 60 Potters Street - 50
Colchefter - 116 Rayleigh - 30
Liarls Colne - 39 Walthar Abbey 47
Halfted - - 44 In the whole —307
(Signed) TroMAS STEEVENS.

— = —r

LETTER FROM FRANCE.

TO DR. RIPPON.

Fuly 10, 1781,

REV. SIR,

HAVE now vifited Rotterdam, Delph, the Hague, and
I Dort; but [ need not defcribe the canals running in every
ftreet, with the trees planted by their edge, which, at this
time of the year, render Holland a delighttul place ; nor the
different public buildings, taken notice of by every waveller.
Though Holland is fo pleafant in fummer, I think the badnefs
of the roads, and the great quantities of water, muit render it
very cold and difagreeable in winter.

Vital religion, I am informed, is here at a low ebb; the
Mennonite Bapuffs are much on the decline. In a travelling
barge to Derr, { found a grave old gentleman, a merchant,
reading Erfkine’s Sermons, tranilated into Dutcn. By means of
his fon, who {poke French and interpreted beriveen us, Tlearnt
that he was a ferions man, a Calviaift, beloaging to the ¢7-drwanz
¢itablithed church; and that he knew Dn Vanderkemp, con-
cerning whom he related feveral anecdotes.

The firlt city you enter, by that rout into the French Re-
public, is Antwerp.—~Some of the freets are very fine; the ex-
change is pretty, though {urrounded by fhops, and the grafs
literally growing in the mid#t of it. "There is a great deal of
ground, within the walls, not built on; bur as Antwerp has com-
sunications, by canals, throngh a great paic of Flanders; as
the diftance of the port from the fea 1s about the {dme that
London is from the Nore ; and 25 the Scheidt is now opencd—a
fineriver, withonly one fand-bank in the paflage, well known ;
—zthe clty, when peace arrives, mult infallibly regain its former
trade and opulence, There are in it 56,000 inhabitants.
Prior to the revolution, it conmined above 3000 priefts and
monks—catcrpillars and locnfls, preying upon the hedy politic,
"7 heir number, at prefent, is very fmall. In the few place:
that are now opened for the Catholics, vou fxe no filver or
gold, as heretofore: the ornaments of their images are no-
thing but lead, pewter, and brais; their candlefticks and cen.

fors

1
1
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fors are of brafs and copper. A proteftant is not now difgufted
with proceflions in the fireets, and the continual ringing of bells
day and night; they areall done away. Many of the cherches
are pulled down, and their iron and lead {old; others are
turned into magazines for mercnandize ; and there is one at
Antwerp converted into a bawdy-houfe, inhabited by eleven
common prpftitutes. The windows in many of the churches
have fcarcely a pane of glals but which is dafhed to atoms.

From Antwerp I went to Brufiels; whofe population confifts,
it feems, of 80.000 inhabitants. The ftreers are not {ofine as
thofe of Antwerp. The buildings which were once called the
Place Royal, now termed the Place of Liberty, are fuperb.
The park at the extremity of the eity is near a mile in circum-
ference. The gravel walks, grafs plats, the rows of trees, fta-
tues, and fountains, are adjufted with fuch judgment, tafte, and
elegance, as to rerder them, in my opinion, {uperior to any
thing of the kind I ever faw, either in England, Holland, or
France. The beautiful palace of BMaria Chrifiana, the late
emperor’s fifter, with its marble ftair-cafe and elegant paintings,
1s converted into a fchool for teaching painting and the fine arts,
Here is a library of 100,000 volumes, colieCted from the con-
vents, opened gratis to the public, fix hours every day, decades
excepted. Here I fpent many of my leifure hours. Can you
mention to me fuch a public iibrary in Great Britain, opened
for the diffufion of knowledge fo a// the aworld ? Both the
French and Flamand languages arc {poken by every body
at Bruflels. :

I cannot bur feel very fenfibly on account of miffionary
efforts—Thomas and Carey fpending years to fit themf{elves for
preaching to the Hindoos, a people whofe ca/?s prohibit them
from receiving Chriftianity, while, at the very time, they were
but feven miles diftance from a mumerous people, who had no
infuperable barrier of ¢a/? among them*. The good and zealous
Dr. Vanderkemp, braving the dangers of the ocean, living
among favages, bears, and lions ; learning a foreign langnage,
to preach to a few Hottentots ; whillt fo many cities in his
aws country, {peaking one language, only flightly differing in
" diale&, and which contain fo many myriads of {ouls, are neg-
lefted—I mean Antwerp, Bruflels, Guant, Bruges, Louvain,
&c. &c. &c. where the Flemifh language is fpoken. The in-
habitants of thefe places are immerfeg in papal darknefs, pe-

# The writer of this letter evidently refers to what ishinted concerning
the Rijahmal,

Suffice it, however, tofay, that the Baptift MifSonaries could not purfue
every objedt : that they have kepr the commiffion with which they were
charged, fleadily in view ; and that the last numBer of the periodical ac-
counts, with other papers of a more recent date, will convince any uipre-
judiced perfon that the profpeéts of the Mitfion are highly flattering; and
that the labours of our dear bréthren have not been in vain in the Lord.—
Epitor. '
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vithing without vifion ; nota fingle Protefant place of woribi
among them all. The Dutch bibles may now be introduged,
and prote&ion for public worfhip obtained of the magiftrates.

Oh, what a field for Dr. Vanderkemp to have preached in his
own mother tongue ! How abfurd to leave all thefe fouls *
near two millions, perifhing without knowledge, and fly to the
Cape of Good Hope, to preach to a few Hortzentots, ia a fo-
reign tongue. I have made particular inquiries of {everal lite-
rary men, and have myfelf compared the books printed in Hol-
land and Flanders together, and I find that the Flemifh
and Dutch are only different diale@s of the fame tongue; and
that there is not fo great a difference between them as between
the languages of Edinburgh and London. A Dutch minifter
would be as well underftood in any part of Brabant where the
Flemith is {poken, as Mr. Hill in Scotland, or you at Dublin.
Had I the fmalleft acquaintance with Dr. Haweis, or any ot
thofe gentlemen who condué@ the London miffion, I fhould, by
all means, point out to them the propriety of eftablifhing a
miffion in Flanders; of feeking out and fending fome Dutch
evangelical miniiters, to itinergte in this populons province;
where they would have no new language to learn, nor any
bible to trapflate.

As foon as you enter France, you find every thing very
cheap and in great abundance; the markets well fupplied.
The beft and whiteft of bread is here three halfpence a pound ;
the common, one penny : butchers’ meat, common, two-pence
halfpenny ; the very beft, four-pence per pound: butter, fix-
pence per pound : and every thing elfe in proportion.

femen= e S p—

NEW RLACES OF WORSHIP,

A——

BARN AT KERLINGBURY.

HE gofpel has been preached at Kirlinghury, in Narth-

amptonthire, occafionally, for fome years, by neighbouring
minifters, both Baptifts and Independants. In the fummer fea-
fon, evening letures have been preached in a barn, and in the
winter, in a private houfe, which has frequently been fp croud-
ed with hearers as to render it very yncpmfortable,

* Though this js the opinion of our ¢orrefpondent, and, pethaps, of
many other refpe@able perfons, the Editor of the Baptift Regifter, haw-
cver differently minded, does not think himfelf under any obligation to
zefute or to defend it. But, ap therearg fo many beathen ALMOET AT aum
poow, he has no doubt that fome truly benevolent perfons will, fooner or
later, devife and execute a plan for {ending the Gofpel among them; efpe-
vially as the expenies of fuch a fervice are not likely to be immenfe, and
the difficulties attending it may be semparatively few.

Serr, 1801,] vu A fhort
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A fhiort time fince, the friends of religion there procured a
barn, which they have fitted up in a neat manner; it will con-
tain more than two hundred peopie, and was orened, for public
worfhip on Thurfday evening, the 28th of May 1801.  After
finging and prayer, the firft fermon was preached by Mr. Keely
of Northampton, from Mate. xi. 5. And the posr have the gofpe!
preached to them.

After finging, the fecond prayer was offered up by Mr. Jo-
feph Patrick of Bughrook. Then Mr. Mofeley, Independent
minifter, of Long Buckby, preached from Haggai ii. g. The
glory of this latter houje, c.  The place was greatly crouded
with attentive hearers, many of whom found it a very pleafing
and profitable opportunity. The good people haye preaching
every Lord’s day evening ; many attend, and there is a profpeét
of great good in the village.

MR, UPTON’S MEETING-HOUSE, NEAR BLACKFRIAR"-
BRIDGE.

(Extract of a Letter.)

¢« OUR meeting-houfe was flat up from January 11, 1801,
until Friday evening, Auguft 21, when we met as a church, I
hope under a gratetul fenfe of the Lord’s goadnefs to us in cur
{carte.ed condition; that we had been fo kindly accommodated
in different places, particularly by Mr. Humphreys and his
friends in Union ftreet, on a Lord’s day evening, and on a Thuy{-
day evening ; that fuch peculiar liberality had been fhewn to us
in feveral inftances in town and country ; that {o many of us had
been fpared te fee the place nearly finifhed (having lott by death

-only two members fince the place has bheen enlarging)—partisn-
larly to blefs the Lord, that my health is in fome meafure reftor-
ed, and alfe to pray for the divine prefence and blefiing to be
with us in time to come. Three Brethren engaged in prayer,
portions of the word of Ged were read,. we fung, and I clofed
the opportunity. 1 truft it was, to many, a folemn evening.

¢ On Lord’s Day morning, Auguftz3, we met at feven
¢’clock, when tiree other brethren éngaged in prayer, &c.

¢ We affembled again at half paft ten for public worthip.
1 was enabled to preach with fome degree of {clemn pleafure,
from 2 Chron. vi. 18. But aill God in wery decd davell awith
men on the earth ? In the afternoon Mr. Martin preached a very
fuitable and excellent difcourfe from Heb. iii. 6. Whee house
are e, zf awe kold faft the confidence, and the rejoicing of ke
hope firm unio the ena. In the evening I preached from Zec.
Vi, 13. Ewen be /m// build 1he temple of the Lord, and be fhall
bear the glory, and fhall it and rule upon bis throne, and jhall be
a prieft upon bis throne.—'The hoofe was filled the whole day ;
and I hope the Diyine prefence was enjoyed by many. Con-

fidering
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fidering what had bzen done by the church and congregation
before, a fpirit of liberality was manifelt on the occafion.
About g4/ was colle&ted through the day.

« The dim=nfions of the place are not {o eafily afcertained as
in many inftances. 1 believe in the infide they are nearly as
follows :—In the front about 61 feet 7 inches wide; weft fide
about 61 feet; back wall about 42 feet: and the eaft fide about
56 feet.

¢ Unite with me, my dear friend, in praying that the Lord
would condefcend to blels his facred word for the converfion of
ranfomed finners to our bleded Redeemer, and for the edifica-
tion of many who have already believed through grace.

«« James Urron.”
Auguft 28, 1801,

ORDINATIONS.

April 28, 1801. Mr. THoMas SMiTH, lateof Long Buckby,
after the fervices of two years, was ordained at Shipfton-on-
Stour. Mr. E. Smith began by -reading. 'Mr. Mann, of Mor-
ton-in-the-Marfh, prayed. Mr. E. Smith introduced the fervice
by fhewing the defign of the meeting,—not to impofe a paitor
on the people, but ro thew approbation of their choice, to re-
joice in their mercies, implore a divine blefling on minifter and
people, and to give a word of advice to each. Mr. Thomas
Smith gave a concife bat judicious account of the leading truths
of the gofpel. Mr. Whitmore, of Hooknorton, prayed the
ordination prayer, with laying on of hands. Mr. Suttcliff ad-
drefled an affeftionate charge to the paftor from 2d Timothy,
iii. 15.  Mr. Fuller pointed out the f{everal duties of the church-
from Philippians i. 9, 10. Mr. Harris, late of Burford, con-
cluded by prayer. Mor. Fuller, in the evening preached from
John xii. 20, 26. All the fervices were judicioufly conduéted.
Brother Smith has made {ome commendable exertions in the
villages, where his labours are blefled. A fchool is eftablifhed
in the fociety, which is managed by the friends: their fcholars
are 100 or more,—Hurmony przvails, and the profpe& is
pleafing.

(Extraf.) July 8th, 1601,—« We had a pleafing day at
Morton-in-the-Marfh.  Our brother Manx, has formed a fo-
ciety, by uniting the ferious charaéters of Moston with thofe at
Broadway, into one body. Brother Smith, of Shipfton, began
the fervice by reading and prayer. Brother L. Butterworth
fhewed the component parts of a gofpel church. Brether Jones
of Chalford Bottams, afked the ufual quetions. Mr. Jofeph
Proctor, Fleer-fireet, Linen draper, London, related the lead-

vvr o2 ings
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ings of his mind, which dire®ed him to the truly benevolent
efforts he had made in behalf of his relations and friends in the
place of his nativity, and the fteps which led Mr. Mann to that
fituation. Mr. Mann delivered a judicious aud truly evangelical
fummary of the leading particulars of the truths of chriftianity,
with a few hints of his experience of thofe truths on his own
mind. Brother Burder, of Cotentry, delivered a well-digefted
charge from 2d Tim. ii. 3. Endure hardnefs as a good foldier of
Fefus Ghriff. Brother Moody, of Warwick, preached from
Plalm cxxit. 6. They foall profper that love thee. In the evening,
Brother Jones, of Chalford, gave us a good fermon from Prov.
xviil. 24. Qhere is a friend which ficketh clofer than a brother.
We had a happy interview with our friends; the moft cordial
affettion glowed in every counteriance, and a good portion of
that ome jpirit, which ought to animate the whole church of
Chrift, {eemed to pervade every heart.

On Wednefday the 1ft. of July, 1851, Mr. Asranam
GrExX woOD, jun. was publicly fet apart to the paftoral office
ir the Baprilt Church at Bingley, in Yorkfhire. The exercifes on
this pleafing occafion, were condudted as follows :—Mr. Dickin-
fon, of Pendle-Hill, introduced the folemnity by reading (Pfalm
132, and 1 Tim. 3.) and prayer. He alfo read the pfalms and
hymns for finging, at the ufual interval throughout the fervice.
Mr.Hartley; of Lockwood, deliv:red a brief difcourfe on the na-
ture of ordination; propofed fcizral proper queftions to the par-
ties, principally concerned in the tranfa@ions of the day ; and re-
ceived Mr. Greenwood’s Confeflion of Faith, Mr. Afhworth,
of Farfley, offered up the ordination-prayer, which wasaccom-
punied with rbe luying on of hands. Mr. Abraham Greeawood,
ienior, of Killingholme, Lincolnthire, gave the charge To H1s
sox, from Rev.ii. to. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
giwe thee acreawn of Iife. Mr. Fawcett, fen. of Hebden-Bridge,
preached to the people, from the Apoftlic Benedittion, Rom.
xvi. 24, The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chriff be awith you all.
mer.  He concluded with prayer.

Mr. Greenwood has laboured at Bingley eight months. The
congregation is confiderably improved under his miniftry, and
the pmfpf& of peace and fuccefs is pleafing. O Lord, fend now

refperity !
/ jln the cvening, Mr., Hartley, who was, formerly, 2 confider-
atle number of years paftor of this church, preached a funeral
fzrmon for one of his old chriftian friends, from Pfalm xxx. §.
Into thine hands [ commnit my jpivit : thow Laf redeemed me; O Lord
God of Lintk. ’

OBITUARY
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OBITUARY.

———

Mr. Jouw Gresxwoob, avhe bad been an ATnE1sT.

ON the 13th of June, 1801, died of a lingering illnefs; in
the 38th year of his age, Mr. Jobn Greenwood, of Coln, Lan-
cafhire. This cafe is worthy of being recorded, asit affordsa
ftriking inftance of the rnfufficiency of infidel principles to fupport
the mind, when the world recedes, and the King of Terrors
approaches.

Divine Providence had favoured him with confiderable men-
tal powers, and he poffefled an ardent thirft for knowledge.—
While 2 mere bay, he was heard to f2y in a determined tone,
« I will know every thing.” His parents were exemplary in
the maintenance of family religion ; and in a pious care of their
children. By their means he was introduced to an acquaintance
with the Gofpel, as explained among the Calviniftical Diffen-
ters. In early youth he profefled faith in Chrift, and was ad-
mitted to fellowfhip in one of their Charches. _

A few years he appeared to be fatisfied with the truth as it 1s
in Jefus. But, even then, histurn of mind was highly fpecula-
tive. He was extremely fond of reading, and perufed books
inimical to the do&rines of grace. This, it is allowed, ma;
be done by perfons of eminene abilities, without harm ; and, in
certain circumftances, with advantage. It is ufeful to the
Chriltian "foldier to know the length of his adverfary’s {word.
But the fabjedt of this article ventured upon the hoftile field,
without having his feet fufficiently < fhod with the preparation
of the Gofpel.” ¢ He leaned upon his own wall, and a ferpent
bit him.” By the power of error he was overcome—he fell—
his fall was gradual—~deep—awful. He progreffively became
an Arminian, a Socinian, a Deiff, an Atheift!

He lived feweral years in the open profeffion of atheiffical
principles 3 but in them he did not die. In his laft illnefs he
owned that he had beca miterable ever fince his departure from
the faith. Hedwelt much on the orrors of atheiim, aod faid,
«I am as fully perfuaded of the exiftence of God, as I am of
my own.” He conftrained a female relation to affit him in
burning four elegant volumes which contained athei?ical
principles. Thefe are believed to have been a tranflation from
the French.

It is not our province to pafs fentence on his ftate, but the
evidence which he gave of his belief in Chrift, and fubjetion
to the Gofpel, is pleafing. He was {olicitous for mercy from
God—was frequently overheard in fecret prayer—{pake of the
precarivufnefs of a death-bed repentance——and exprefled a fear
that his friends would conclude too favourably refpeéting his
converfion. Awaking one night, with much emotion he faid

‘20 2 nephew, with whom he flept, * Q Tommy, mind refi-
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gion!” {uffer me to repeat it, < mind religion, mind religion i
To a friead, wha had put ¢ Mr. Fuller on Deilm” into his
hand, he faid. after reading a part of it, < Oh! it is a convinc-
ing book.” In converfation with a Deiftical acquaintance, he
maintained that Chriftianity along could produce a truly good
life. He fpake of the evangelical books, which he {cld on his
apoftacy, as his beft books; and to a profefor who was exhort-
ing him to beftir him{elf, and feek the falvation of his foul, he
faid, « Ivisall of grace, from firft to laft” He was interred
in the ground belonging to the Baptit Meeting. in Coln. On
which acecafion a brief difcourfe was delivered from 1 Tim. 4. 8.
Goa’[inz_/} is profitable, &c.

Oh, my foul, ceafe thou to hear the inftru@ion that caufeth
to err from the paths of knowledge: guard, feduloufly
guard againft the very furft influx of error ; its carrent may not
be turned till it has fwept from the heart every mound, every
veltige of religious principle,

DESOLATE HERITAGES,
EXTRACTED FROM SIR WILLIAM JONES.

FREQUENT mention is made by the ancient Grecian
orators of defolate heritages, as theyare called, by Ifaiah xlix.
8. Now' a family was “confidered as become defelate when the
la&t occupier of an eftate left no fon by nature or by appoint-
ment, who might perferm holy rites at his tomb, preferve his
race, and, by tranfmitting bis name to a perpetual chain of
fucceffors, confer on him a kind of immortality. As thefe ideas
might have been extremely pleafing to men, whofe views of a
betrer life were rather faint glimmerings of hope, than well
grounded expeétations, they were very early indulged with the
power of adoptizg fons; heuce as Ifeeus * obferves in Lis fixth
fpeech :—¢ T'hat all they who thought their end approaching,
took a pravideut care that their families might not become extinét ;
and, -if they had no heirs by birth, yet they lef: fons at leaft by
adoption.”  The prefervation of NAMES might have been one
reafon for the preference given to males in the Attick Laws of
fucceffion; and 1t is very remarkable that both in the Hebrew
and Arabick, the word for a maleimplies remembrance, and
eaat for a female o4/ivien ; but this extin&ion would not have
exifted, if it had been enadted that the huthand of an heirefi
could eithes affume the name of her anceftor, or give it to one
of his fons,

Sir ' William Jones’s remarks, perhaps, may alfo illuftrate the
following feriptures.  Pfalms xxxiv. 21—22; and Ixix. 2:.
Ifaiah v. 9. and xiii. 19g—22. and xxiv, 6. lfaiah xlix. 21.
faiah liv. 1. Zeph.i. 13.

* Tfoeus was a lawyer of the first clafsat Athens, he wasthe master of
Bemosthenes, and a true fountain of that elegance which afterwards
#owed witn fo impetuous 2 stream, He flourifhed 2186 years ago.
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ey,

2y the EDITOR of the BAPTIST
REGISiER.

Rev. Sig,

The following lines are the produétion of a
puor pious day-labourer ; and, as they are
caloudated to excite gratitude to the Lorp,
for the rich blefkngs with which he hath
crowned the feaf: n. they may not be un-
aceeptable to pious Readers,

Yours,

Aig. 15, 1801, Puriremon.

—
AN HARVEST HYMN,

« They joy before Thee, according tp the
Jjoy in harveft” —lfaiah ix. 3.

TITH joyful eyes the fertile fields 1
view,
Beautcous with corn of various glofly hue;
The ears, with lowly poflure bending down,
Proclaim the hand that doth the harveft
crown.

The grain, though Preciqus in the mafler'y!

eye,

Among the clods was fown, in time to die;

The blade erect, springs frem the healthy
foil,

Shoots into corn, and pays for all his tail.

Lord, break our fallow ground ! kiil every
weed, )

And fow in every heart the precious fecd,

Nourith its growth and wartch it night and
day,

And let not Satan fteal one grain away.

Behold the ripen’d corn in bright array,

‘Whoe lovcly fhocks proclaim the harveft day-

To cach beholdes richeit joys impare
While life and blifs expand the farmer’s

heart,

Children and maidens now, with cheerful
macin,

Hatle on their way the fruicful ficlds to
glean

The yellow ears fali'n from the reaper’s hand,
Arc theirs by right — Ti, a divine ommand
Now comes the laft the welcome loaded cart,
Heheld with joy by ¢v'ry grateful heast ;

1
!

No more with anxions fears thewr bofomy
roam

Veith murual blifs they fhout the harvest
home

Rehold the hufbandmene=look how he fmiies,

Well pleas'd to teap the fruit of all his toils;

« My friends,” he cries,  partake my fealt,
come hither,

< And let the fow’r and reaper fing tegether

The feafl is done, O may we all prepare
To meetour Gop in humble, fatehiul pray'rgy
Thy word and mmifter. O Jesus, own,
And let the God of Harve wear the crtowa?

-

THE SENSITIVE PLANT.

- FEGRADED man would fain be wile,
And boafis of wond'rous pow 1s;

Yt muit be tanght to know his Gon,

By lowly plants and flow'ss.
« Shake off dull floth the Saviova faid,
¢ Arile and view with nie,
T'he lovely feene which pature fpreads,
¢ {ts op ning beauties fee.

-

Stern Winger's icy 1cign is paft,
¢ T he vinesand iig-tiees ipring s
And all the feather d chioirs unne
¢ Their Maker’s praile to Lug.

-
*

Bchald, in ipotlefs purity,’
4 he liliies as they grow;
Not Solomen in 2il his fiate
¢ Could fucha gl.sy Jiow ™
Urg’d by the call of Jesu s ove,
My willing fect obey’d,
Ard ‘micft the flow 'y wribes had long
With pleating wonder itray'd;

At length a fersous moniter
Ay muuing mind adardgs'd,

And in « leit but pow riul voice
Infira€ive truth impruds d.

A tender plant, preferv’d witk care
Eeneath 3 furny frade,

Receded from the touch 1 gave,
Ard quickly bow d it heag®.

In reafon’s ear it feem d <0 {2y,
¢ Morral. behoid in e

¢ An emblem of the Rignte~us Plan ,
« Expos’d to death for tuee.

* Sec Harvey's heflelions on ¢ Flouer Gaides
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«« Humble and mieek thy Mafter came,
« To fuffér rude difdain

*¢ And though by thanklefs men tevil'd,
“ Relilted not again,

Thou, too, art plac’d where many 2 foe
¢ Thy fall would gladly fee;

With cautious eare avoid their wiles,

« As | withdraw from thee.

-

“

-

¢ Deign to be taught, though bleoming
now,

¢ Soon thou wilt bow thire head ;

A chilling hand will touch thy frame,

¢« And lay thee with the dead.’™

‘Thanks, gentle Moralift,” 1 cried,
<« Still to my thoughts be nigh;
Each day the folemn truth repcat,—

o

-«

Q

-!
!

|

PCETRY.

BABYLON's FALL PREDICTED.

xev. xIv. G, 8.
THROUD Babylon yet waits her doam ;
Nor can her /o' ring palace fall,
"5l fome bleft meftenger arife,
"U'he fpacious heathen world to call.

And fee the gloiiovs tme approach !
Behold the mighty angel fly,

The gofpel tidings to convey
I'v every land beneath the fky!

G fee, on both the India’s coaft's,
And Africa’s unhappy fhores,

The unlearn d favage prefs to hear,
And, hearing, wonder and adore :

¢« Kemember thou muft die.”
But fouls by Jrses Jov'd will live,
When winds and ftorms fhall ceafe ;
Where no bafe hand, or crucl blaft,
Will e’er affault their peace.

See, while the joyful truth is told,
t« That Jesus left his throne in heaven,

« And fuffer'd, dixd, and rafeagain,
“’Lhat guiity fouls might be forgivn :'—

See what delight. unfelt before,
Beams in his fix'd attentive eye s

And hear i afk, ¢ For wretched me
« Did this divine Redeemer die 2

-
«THY KINGDOM COME.”

" OOK, mighty Gop, with pitcous eye,
Down from thy purc and righteous
throns,
On the whol: race of men, who lie
Buried in mifcries unknown.

¢« Ah! why have ye fo long forborne
“ Te tell fuch welcome news as this?
“ Go now, let ev’ry finner hear
¢ And fhare in fuch exalted blifs.”

The iflands waiting for his law,
With rapture greet the facred found ;
And, taught a Sayious’s precious name,
Caft all their idols to the ground.

Let thy benign pacific [way
Txtend its influence thro' the world :
And ignorance and tyranny
LC'own to their native hell be hurl'd.
Then the beft interefis of mankind
“hall be well under{llond and taughe;
Kindreds and men po more contend,
But live aud love as brethren onght,

Jattice and Trutk fhall rife and thine,
While Plenty crowns the rolling yearsy
Aad Peace and Purity divine
Felicitate thefe lower fpheres.
Haufh the diftraed globe to peace,
Almighty Lozp! At thy command
‘Tumule and war forever ceale,
And love prevails thro' ev'ry land.

Now Babylon thy hour is come,

Thy curft foundation fhall give way,
And thine eternal everthrow

The triumphs of the Crofs difplay,

From the Addenda to the Tenth Edition of
Dr. Rivpon's SeleSion,

P ol o

HOLY SOLILOQUY.

HY, O my foul! why fodiflrefs'd,
X \ Why thus indulge to grief?
1s there no promife in Gov’s word
Which can afford relief?

May the devouring fwvord be fiil],
Andin eternal quict reft!
But, if untheatn’d, it thould fulfil
Thy purpafes ; ’tis wifelt—beft.
Men bezft inglorious conquefts gain'd
And vainly fhout of vicors crown’d,
‘While wreaths with human blood are ftain’d
And flanghter’d millions firew the grocnd. |
Grant, while thy judgments are abroad, I
Mortals may laarn they are but men ; '
‘Tremble beneath thy fovereign rod, i
And own it was not rais’d in vain. G B
' .

His a&s may change, but net his heart,
He loves e’en when he frowns;

And, by Afflidion’s heavielt ftrokes,
Trains {or iamortal crowns,

Withdrawn awhile, he will return
And chace away thy fears;

Thus midnight clouds and mifts are gone
When the bright morn appears.
. . Brppamg.
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The Cuftoms of this Church in the Celebration of Worfbip and
the Exercife of Difcipline as they are praitifed ameng us
at prefent, 1723,

HOUGH the books of the New Teftament contain
divine direftions in all the moft important parts of
worfhip and difcipline, yet therc are many leffer circum-
ftances that relate to the particular praétice of all church
affairs, which cannot be at large defcribed in the word of

God s but ’tis left to the chriftian prudence of every

church to methodize and order their concerns in fuch a

manner as may keep neareft to the general rules which

fcripture has given, and may tend moft to the honour of

Chrift, the decent adminiftrations of his ordinances, and

the edification of the people.

LORD’S DAY WORSHIP.

Our ufual celebration of worfhip on the Lord’s day is
performed in this manner :

In the morning we begin with finging a pfalm, then a
fhort prayer follows to defire the Divine Prefence in all
the following parts of worthip; after that, about half an
hour is fpent in the expofition of fome portion of ferip-
ture, which is fucceeded by finging a pfalm or an hymn.
After this the minifter prays more at large, for all the va«
riety of bleflings fpiritual and temporal, for the whole
congregation, with confeffion of fins, and thankfgiving
for mercies ; petitions are alfo offered up for the whole
world, for the churches of Chrift, for the nation in which
we dwell, for all our rulers and governors, together with
any particular cafes which are reprefinted. ‘Then a fer~
mon is preached, and the morning worfhip concluded with
a fhort prayer* and the benediction.

The worthip of the afternoon is performed in the fame
manner with this difference, that we omit the firft thort

* The hymn or pfalm which is fung juft after the expofition, fhould have
been . fung juft after the fermon ; but Mr, Watts, our paftor, being for feve-
ral years fo much indifpofed with nervous diforders, defired the hymn to
be fung tather before he went into the pulpit, only becaufe his head was
unable to bear the found, )

ocT. 18o1.} xx prayer
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prayer and the expofition, and fing the pfalm or hymn juft
after the fermon which in the morning followed the expo-
fition.

On the third Lord’s day in every month there is a pub-
lic colleftion made at the door for the neceflities of the
poor of the church, and for defraying fome part of the in-
cidental charges that attend the place of worfhip, &c.
There is alfo, once 2 year, a colietion made for the fup-
port of thé poor minilters in the country, which is brought
into a general collection which is called the Fund, and is
here dittributed by the minifters 2nd meflengers deputed
from almoft all the churches in the city, who are called
congregational, and on this day the colieltion for the poor
of the church is omitted.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER.

The firft Lord’s day in every month the Lord’s fupper
is adminiftered juft after fermon in the afternoon, though
it has been fometimes the cuftom of this church, for the
conveniency of the paltor or of particular members, to have
the Lord’s fupper new and then adwminiftered at noon, and
particularly in the winter feafon, when the days are
thorteft.

The Lord’s fupper is alminiftered alternately by the
two paitors#®,in the plainelt manrer, jull according to the
inftitution, (viz ) firft the hiftory of the inftitution of
this ordinance is read, either out of Matthew’s gofpel or
the firft ep. Corinthians, that it may ever be kept in
mind to regulate cvery part of the practice; and the fer-
mons of that day being equally faited to the defign of the
Lord’s fupp=r, or a commenoration of the fufferings of
Chrift, "uis bus &lom that any other fpeech or exhorta-
tion is made before the celebration.

The minifter, taking hold of the plate in which the
bre:xf} tics, cills upon the people to join with him in feek.
ing for a2 biefling on it, which is done in a fhort prayer
of eight or ten minutes. Then the minifter fays, ¢ Hav-
ing blefied this bread, we break it in memory of our Sa~
viour’s body,” &c. ‘Then the loaves, which are before
cut in fquares, almoft through, are broken by the minifter
into fuall pieces, as big as walauts, or thereabout, and
taking the plate of bread in his band, he fays, « This is
the body of Chrift, or the emblem or figure of the body
ot Chrift, which was broken for you: take it and eat ye

* The two paftors at this tizae were Dr. Watts and Mr, Samuel Price,
uncle of the late Dr, Price.
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ail of it, in remembrance of our Saviour who died for us,”
or fuch hike words ; which are a plain declaration that the
bread reprefents the body of Chrift, according to his own
appointment : it is then diftributed by the paftor to the
deacons, and to onz or two more of the members who are
appointed to it, and it is carried by them to the various
members of the church. Then, after a fhort fpace, an
inquiry being made if all have received the bread,
and that thofe who bave not received it are defired to
ftand up and fignify it, the paftor proceeds, in like man-
ner, to pour out the wine, at leaft into one of‘the cups’
then he atks a blefling on the cup; and then diftributes it,
as before, to the members or the deacons, and they to
fome other members of the churc¢h, by whomiit is carried
round to all the feats. In many churches, the gaftor is
frequently fpeaking proper fentences or texts of Scrip-
ture, to awaken the faith, hope, and joy of Chriftians ;
and I cannot but approve of 1t in the main. But our
former paftor, Dr. Chauncey was fo much againft it, that
it was uot practifed among us. But when mof#t of the
members, on fome particular occafion, met together,
the two paftors propofed it te them, whether we fhould
keep up this prattice or leave them to their own f{ilent
meditations.  They {cemed -generally to approve our
filence, and this is the reafon we omit it.

After this, thereis 2 pfalm or hymn fung, fuited to the
ordinance. Then the plate is fent around to coileét for
the neceflities of the poor. After this, particular cafes of
the members are reprefented, who_ defire the public
prayers of the church; and then, with a prayer offered on
this occafion, together with thapkfgiving and the final
benedition, this fervice is concluded.

Note.—]Juft before the adminiftration of the Lord’s
Supper, the paftor makes public mention of any perfon
who is a member of another church, and defires occafional
communion with us at that time; then, alfo, he declares
the name and plaee of abode of any perfons who defire to
join themfelves to us in fixed or conftant communion,
that the members may take notice of it, and make due
inquiry into their converfation, againft the beginning of
next month. Andas it is at this time that new members
are publicly declared to be.received into the church, fo if
any are dead, it is generally declared to the church at this
time, that the whole community may be acquainted
with it. XX 2 FRIDAY



596 DR. WATTS'S CHURCH,

FRIDAY BEFORE THE LORD’S SUPPER.

On the Friday, in the afternoon, before the Lord’s
Supper, there is generally a fermon preached on fome
evangelical fubjedt ; and if any church affairs require ity
=5 the. admiffion, the difiniffion, or the feclufion of any
member, or any other matter of importance, that relates
to the f{piritual or temporal concerns of the church, the
members are defired to tarry a litzdz for that purpofe.

Yor many years, it has been the cuftom of the church
to {pend an hour or two, on the Fridays in the afternoon,
together : wherein fome of the brethren who are moft
capable are wont to exercife their gifts in prayer; but the
attendance has been {o little, and the perfons fo exceeding
few, that; for the prefent it is laid afide, though not
without hepe of revival.,

DEACONS,

There are, ut prefent, four deacons, who take care of
all the {ecular affairs and keep their accounts ; two of them
colle€t what is fubfcribad for the fupport of the miniftry
of the church ; and the two others concern themfelves
chiefly for the table of the Lord and the fupport of the
peor; and whenfoever it is thought necefiary, their ac-
counts are audited by them all,

OF ADMITTING A NEW MEMBER.

The method of receiving a member into our church,
who has never yet been received into any communion, is
this :—T he perfon defirous of fellowthip with us, makes
it known to the pafter or paftors, privately; then ene or
Roth of them difcourfes with him, concerning his know-
Jedge of the things of (God and the Gofpel; his hearty
profeffion of repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jefus Chrift, according to his various offices ;
and humble purpofe and endeavour to walk with God in
the world, and obey Chrift in-all his inftitutionsy as well
as in all moral duties. The mirifter alfo generally afks,
if he can remember the way and means whereby he was
firft awakened to a fenfe of his fins and his danger, and
firlt led to'a willing acceptance of Chrit and his Gofpel,
But, we da not make it neceffary that he fhould remember
or declare all thefe particulars; onlv fo far as it may help
to give the minifter a fuller conviltion of his inward fe-

rious
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rious religion; but this we do not impofe on any who
declare to us their evidences of true Chriftianity, If the
minifter receives fatisfaction from his difcourfe, he then
privately informs one or two of the deacons, or aged and
worthy members of the church, concerning it; and hav-
ing learnt his name, charalter, bufinefs, and place of
abode, if he be a &ran%er to them, they make what inquiry
they can concerning the picty of his chara&er, and his’
conver(ation in the world; and if it appear agreeable to
the Goipel of Chrift, they appoint fome time when the
paftor, and at Jealt one of the brethren, may meet with
the perfon propofing himfeif, to have fome free converfa-
tion about the things of God; wherein there is nething
defired but 3 repetjtion of the fame conference which the
paftor before had with him.

Some. one of the brethren is ufually-defired to be pre-
fent, together with the paftor, at this fecond difcourfe
with the perfon defirous of communion, to witnef(s to the
¢are of the paftor in his examination of perfons to be ad-
mitted, and to begin an acquaintance with them. It has
been alfo thought proper, on another account, viz. left
fome bufy and conceited members of the church fhould be
over officious in vifiting and examining fuch a perfon
themfelves, under pretence that the paftor has been too
remifs in his inquiries. It may be faid, that very bath-
ful young perfons will fpeak more freely before the mi-
nifter alone. Thisis granted.  But, inconveniences of
this and other Kinds will fometimes attend the manage-
ment of this part of difcipline, in all churches. And
fince thefe things are not exprefly regulated by the Scrip-~
ture, there is a great latitude lett for every church, and
the officers thereof, to practife, and to alter according to
prefent circumitances and their beft difcretion, both for
the purity and welfare of the church, and for the eale and
encouragement of the perfons to be admitted.

If the paftor and thofe brethren, to whom he has com~
municated the affair, be fatisfied with regard tothe know=
ledge, piety, and converfation of the perfon, his name
and place of abode is then mentioned to the whole con-
gregation at the Lord’s table, that they may have 2
month’s time for more public inquiry into his behaviour
in the world; whether his charaéter be unblemifhed and
honourable. If they hear of any blemithes in his conduét,
unfuitable ro the character of a Chriftian, they are defired

xXx3 tQ
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to let the paftor, or the officers of the Church be fpeedily
acquainted with it, and that privately, that the reputation
of any perfon may not be publicly expofed; and that the
matter may be dropt intirely, or delayed till his character
be cleared from any fuch blemith or reproach. Then, on
the Kriday, in the afternoon, before the Lord’s Supper,
when the Church are met together, and defired to tarry
atter the public worthip, the paftor declares, that he hav~
ing heard a good charalter for ferioufnefs and religion,
and nothing blameable or otfenfive in the converfation of
the perfon lately propofed to the Charch, proceeds to ac-
quaint them with a fhort account of the profeffion of his
faith, and the reafons’ of his hope, which the paftor has
received from Bim; and if there be any thing peculiar and
edifying in the methods of his converfion, the paftor de-
clares 1t to the Church for their edification, fo far as the
perfon has communicated to the paftor with leave to declare
itto the Church. Note; This profeffion is written by
the perfon himfelf, or by the paitor from his mouth, as
the perfon himff thall chufe,

This being done, the paftor declares, that as himfelf
and gne or two of the brethren had been well fatisfied by,
their converfation, with the perfon, fo he hoped that this
this account of things might alfo fatisfv them, that the
perfon was a credible profeflor of Chriftianity, and had
a right to communien in all ordinances: and if they ac-
quefce in this account, and are willing to receive him to
their commuwmion, they are defired to fignify their con-
fent either by their filence, or the lifting up-of their
hands ; which being done, a {hort prayer or thank{giving
is offered to God. '

Note, though the perfon thus publicly approved, be
hereby made a member of the church, yet he is not for-
mally declared {fo till the Lord’s day following, when a
greater number of the members are prefent ; that {othe
whole congregation may fee the face, and know the per-
fon who is to be received a member amongft thom.

Then on the following Lord’s day, juft before the
Lord’s fupper, the paftor fpeaks in this manner to the
perfon, placed fomewhere near him, and in the face of
the whole church. ¢« 'The account of your converfation,
together with the profeffion of your faith, has been re-
peated to the church, and they have declared their readi-
nefs to receive you into their fellowthip, Are you now,

therefore,
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therefore, willing to give up yourfelf te our Lord Jefus
Chrift, and to walk with him in all his ordinances in chis
church, fo far as Chrift fhall inftru& and enable you "
The perfon declaring his confent, then the paftor replies
to him in this manner, <1 do, therefore, in the name of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, by the confent of this church, re-
ceive you to fellowthip with us, in all privileges and in-
ftitutions of the Gofpel, charging you fo to walk as te
adorn the profeffion which you have now made, profeffing
in my own name, and in the name of the church, to
watch over you and difcharge our feveral duties unto you
by the affiftance of divine grace.”

RECEIVING A MEMBER FROM ANQTHER CHURCH,
TO FIXED COMMUNION.,

From a Congregational Church,

If the perfon who defires communion with us has been,
or is a member of another church of Chrift, that walks
sccording to the fame faith and order which we obferve;
and the reafons of his defire to change his communion
are juft, we then defire a letter of difmiffion from that
church to which he belongs, which is, or ought to be
attended with fome good character of the perfon who is
thus difmiffed. This letter being read to the church, and
no objection made againft the perfon, or the realon of his
difmiffion, the church declares their fatisfaction and readi-
nefs to receive him into their communioen, in filence or
Jifting up their hands; this is ufually done on the Frida
before the Lord’s fupper. Then on the Lord’s day, the
perfon is Teccived into the communion, by the paftor ad-
dreffing himfelf to him, and declaring the churches con-
fent to receive him, and giving him acharge, to walk in
this church with diligence and holy watchfulie(s, as
through the grace of Chrift hz had been enabled to do in
the church to which he was before related 5 ufing ex-
preflions near a-kin to. thofe ufed in the. foregoing cafe.

-Note.~—If the perfon come from a Baptift church,
where their difcipline is congregational, we receive them
in the fame manner, when they will difmifs them to us;
but this they feidom will do, as fuppofing us not to be
baptized.

From a Prefbyterian Church,

But if the perfon who defires our communion, hath
beeg @ member of fuch a church as never requires any
XX 4 pargiculag
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particular account of their Chriftian profeflion, and the
reaions of their hope to be given to them, but are con-
tented with a general account of their knowledge and
their blamelefs converfation given only to the paftor;
then we ufe this method, viz. if the reafons of his defire
of changing his place of communion, be juft and ap-
proved, we firft defire an account and recommendation of
this perfon from his paftor, either by letter or difcourfe;
and fuch a recommendation, when given to us, is received
and accepted by us, fo far as concerns the knowledge
and the blamelefs converfation of the perfon, which is al}
that his former paftor required, fo far as we know. But
we then ufually defire fome account of the reafons of his
hope, and relate them to the church on the Friday bcfore
the facrament, upon which he is received to our com-
munion folemnly, the following Lord’s day.

Note.—~In receiving a mewmber to our church wha
hath been in communion with any other church, of any
denomination whatfoever, we generally let the church
know of it, three or four weeks before hand, that if
there fhould be any blemifh, or fcandai attending him,
which was not known to the other church, we may have
time and opportunity to enquire into it ; and though fe-
veral members of our church, are ever fo well acquainted
with the perfon, to be admitted, yet we ufaally give the
fame notice, that no offence may be taken in treating
others fo.

Note.—If any fuch ebjection be made againft a perfon
who is propofed to the church, as gives reafon to delay,
or forbid his admiflion, we drop the matter, as privately
as may be, that no public dif-reputation may fall on the
perfon on that account, though we generally make all the
enquiries we can, before we bring matters into the
church, that if poiible there may be no ftop to our pro-
ceedings afterwards. '

OCCASIONAL COMMUNION.

When any perfan who is a member of another church,
among the three denominations of Diffenters, viz. Prefby-
terian, Independent or Baptift, defires occafional com-
munion with us, for one or two months or more, for
fpecial and juftifiable reafons; viz. their prefent diftance
from the place of worfhip, in ficknefs or dcath of their

paftor, their defire of communicating fometimes with the
reft
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reft of their family, &c. We then only give notice of it
to the church, jult before the firft time of their commu-
nion with us; provided always, that we know the pér-
fon, or that he be recommended to us by his own paltor,
or by fo.ng perfons whofe teftimony we can entirely rely
upon,

It may be objected here, Why do you receive a member
of a Prefbyterian church to occafional communion with
you, upon to {light a recommendartion, and yet require a
more particular account of him when he delires conftant
or fixed communion? To this we reply, That it is a
matter of much mcre importance to receive a perfon into
our congregation as a part, and member of the fociety as
one of our body, and i order to worfhip always with us,
and have a vore in all church affairs ; than it is to receive
one meerly to fit down at the Lord’s table, occafionally,
and eat and drink with us once or twice at this ordinance ;
fo that we think, the meer reafon of things and Chriftian
prudence gives us juit ground ro make a more particular
inquiry into the characier of the perfon in one cafe than
in the other 3 juft as any mafter of a family would be
more folicitous whom he admitted to dwell in his houfe,
than whom he admitted to dine there; and be more
ftrict in inquiries about the.one than the other,

Now, if perfons continue more than a twelvemonth in
nccafional communion with us, we think it proper to give
them notice, that they thould either returnand communi-
cate with their own paftor and people, or that they thould
be difmiffed entirely to us, in order to become members
of the fociety with which they conftantly communicate ;
unlefs they give us fome fatistactory reafon for their con-
tinuance in this occafional communion.

In all thefe affairs that relate to the recommendation,
dimiffion, and occafional comimunion of the members of
other churches joining with us, we endeavour to practife
the fame with regard to our own members, whenthey defire
communion with other chuyrches, as is here declared ;
following hereimn the great rule of our Saviour, ¢ Do to
others as you woulid have others do to you.”

If any of our members fall into finful practices, which
give public oftence to the world or to the church; or if
they profefledly depart from the doctrines which we think
neceffary to Chriftianity ; or if they wilfully feparate and
ablent themfelves utterly from our communion for a year

or
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of two, without any fufficient or juftifiable caufe, then,
upon our notice of it, the paftor, or fom= one of the
members that zre beft acquaiuted with him, is defired pri-
vately to inguires of them the reafon of their conduct: if
this does not reclaim them, two or three 1aembers of the
church to repeat the fame inquiry: if this has no effect,
the church is cequainted with it, on fome week day of our
church meeting, and meffengers are fent from the church
to expeitulate the cafe with him : and 1f no methods are
effectual for reclaiming them, after due delays, and hav-
ing reported the whole matter to the church, and fenti-
ments of the church are roquired aboutit; and upon the
conctrrent vote of the church, according to the rule of
Scriptura, we “wirthdraw from thofe that walk diferderly,”

nd declare them to belong to our communion no more:
nd thus we free ourfelves from any further care of
gem as fellow members, and fecure the church from the
feandal which fuch members would or might bring upon
it, according to the rule of Chriff. Note—We practife
the fame thing, when any member departs and declares he
wiil come no more.

Note—If the crime bz of 2 mott grofs, profligate, and
notoricus nature, and proved by fufficient evidence to the
church, then the finner is excluded from the fociety, in a
moft folemn manner, and declared unfit for Chriftian fel-
lowthip, at leaft till there be evident and fufficient tefti~
monials given of his repentance. But, in cafes of lefs
fcandal or offence, we make much longer delays, and
deal with perfons by repcated admonitions ; and we ufe
greater patience and tendernefs, in hope to reclaim them
to their duty, without proceeding to any public cenfure,

OF RESTORING MEMBERS.

When any perfon, after long and wilful feparation
from the church, that has given juft offence, or efpecially
after any cenfure paft vpon him, defires to return to the
church again,there is frefh inquiry made into his late con
verfaticn, as well asinto his repentance and acknowledge-
ment of his mifcarriage ; which being reported to the
church, fuch a perfon 1s again received to the fellowfhip
of the church, if there be no objection made againft it by
any of the members ; but, ifany fuch objection be made,
it 1s always defired that it may be done privately before
hand, and the matter is delayed till this objeltion be re-
moved.

T )

OF
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OF EXAMINATION OF MEMBERS TO BE ADMITTED,
SOMETIMES BY THE PASTOR ALONE.

Let it be obferved here, that thefe were the cuftoms of
the church, which for many years had been practifed
among us, with regard to admifion and exglufion of
members. But about the year 1728, the deacons com-
plained to the minifter, that when they were prefent
with them to hear the profefiion of the faith and hope of
perfons who defired to enter into our communion; thefe
perfons did not fpeak fo largely, nor fo freely as the ac-
count which the minifters beforc gave them, concerning
their profeflion ; and that they faw {olittic advantage of any
of the brethren being joired with the minifiers in the ex-
amination of them, by reafon of the baftifulnefs and
filence of the perfons, that they thought it a needlefs
thing to require this, their prefence and attendance at the
examination of the perfons propofed; unlefs the perfons
themfelves had fo much courage, or fuch acquaintance
with one or more of the deacons or church members as to
declare their freedom to fpeak of thetr Chriftian expe-
riences and hope in their prefence; from which tinie
the paftors, one or both of them, have converfed with
the perfons who defired church fellowthip, and who were
not free to converfe with other members on this fubject
and when the paftor has related to the church the fub-
ftance of that converfation it has been ecfteemed a fuf-
ficient fatisfaction ; always fuppofing the enquiry to be
made by any member of the church concerning their
pious conver{ation, and report of it made to the church.

SKETCH OF DR. RYLAND’s SERMON,
Preacked at Breadmead, Briflol, May 3%, 1801 5

rd

OCCASIONED BY THE DECEASE OF JOHN HARR1S, ESQ.
ONE CF THE ALDERMEN OF THAT CITY.
Plalm xxxvii. 37. Mark the perfelf man, and bebold the upright :
Sor tte end of that man is peace.

EW perfons could be more averfe to all funeral pa-
negyrics on the dead, than the very excellent man,
who has o lately left the Church, affembling in this place,
1o join the general aflembly above; and, in his own cafe,
he
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he efpecially fignified a defire that nothing might be faid
but what tended to the benefit of the living, and the ho-
nour of God, znd his grace.

Howewver, I cannot feel myfelf bound by any intimation
from our decealed friend to omit iltuftrating the hature of
real religion, and diiplaying the faithfulnefs of God to his
people, by an exampie which has been confpicuous to all
impartial fpe€iators, Nordo I fear left reading this paflage
thould only give even the cenforious an opportunity to
expatiate on his defects when they get home. Though
my acquaintance with him has been but of thort ftanding,
compared with that of many now prefent, yet nine years
intercourfe, and obfervation of his temper and condu&
under trials and aflli¢tions, have fo confirmed the general
teitunony of thofe who knew him for a much longer
period, that I do not hefitate to fay, it would be hard to
nnd a man whofe integrity in general, and whofe godly
fincerity in his religious profeffion, could be lefs expofed
‘o be called in queftion by any one whofe opinjon is wora
thy of the lealt'regard.

And, thanks be to God, as the character in the text
was evidently exemplified in his dear departed fervant, fo
tikewife was the truth of this obfervation illuftrated, hig

" latter end was peace.

But let me ¢onfider the doctrine of the text in a more
general way; we may afterwards apply it particularly ta
our departed friend.

I would delineate the charactery illuftrate the affirma..
tion, and enforce the injunction, and aflign the reafons
of it.

I. T am to dclineate the chara&er—perfeit, upright.

‘The terms are fo nearly, if not altogether fynonymous,
and fo evidently belong to the fame perfon, that I fhall
not attempt to diftinguifh them. The firft is fometimes
ufed in a higher fenfe than the latter, but is not fo to be
taken here.

To the charalter of abfolute perfection, none of our
race can lay claim. ¢ Who canfay, 1 have made my heart
clean; [ am clear from my fin ?” ¢ If we fay we have no
fin, we deceive ourfelves,”

He that can indulge the idea that he never finned, has
no knowledge at all of himfelf and his duty ; and he that
fees not a mixture of fin in all his prefent obedience, has
a very defeltive acquaintance with the fpirituality of the
divine law, and the evil of his own heart.
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Yet the text evidently fpeaks of fome as perfe&t and
upright, whofe end we are aflured is peace, and whofe
chara&er and condu&, and circumftances, we are called
to mark and behold.

In what fenfe can this appellation be given them? I
dare not fuggeft that the exprefion here, and in many
other places, refers directly to the imputed righteoufnefs
of Chrift, though I believe that none of our race can be
accepted of God but in his beloved Sen; and that a man
muft be found in him, having on his righteoufnefs, if he
would efcape the wrath to come, and be entitled to eter~
nal life. But I think that the true faint is bere denomi-
nated perfet and upright on znothér account; on ac-
count of his inherent difpofition as renewed by the Holy
Spirit, and his being fincerely and univerfaily devoted
to God.

No one can anfwer to this chara&er, who does not
know and approve of the ftandard of duty exhibited in
the divine law.

He muft be delivered from that carnal mind which is

‘enmity againft God, and cannot bear fubjeftion to his

law ; and be renewed in the fpirit of his mind. He muft
account all God’s commards concerning all things to be
right, and hate every falfe way. For omz who is ac-
quainted with the ftandard of duty, and fenfible of the
beauty of holine(s, muft have a proportionate view of the
evil of fin; muft admit the juftice of God’s difpleafure,
the dreadfulnefs of falling under it; muft fee the de-
merit of his tranfgreffions, and yet with to efcape fo
awful a doem, but in a way confiftent with God’s
honour.

Such a one will clearly fee the infufficiency of his own
righteoufnefs, and the impoffibility of -attaining falvation
by the works of the law.

He will be moft heartily willing to be indebted to the
mediation of Chrilt for his acceptance with God: he
will not fcorn the blood of fprinkling; but will thankfully
fubmit to be faved by grace, and glory only in the crofs.
The upright love him who has maguified the law, and
made it honourable ; they are pleafed with him, &c.

The upright will thankfully receive Chrift in all his
oifices : he will acknowledge he is not his own : it is his
defire to be wholly the Lord’s: he will yield himfelf to
God : he will not think his obligations to perfonal obe-
dience leflened by Chriff’s having obeyed the law for him:.
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he will long for conformity to Chrift: his being redeem-
ed from the curfe of the law will be no motive for him
to break that law, which the Saviour{o carefully kept, or
defpife that in which he delighted.

He that is moft evidently perfect in one fenfe, will be
moft {enfible of his own impertection in another : he that
aims moft truly at full conformity to God, will be moft
fenfible how far he falls fhort of it, will think himfelf
moft to blame for {0 doing, and be moft grieved on that
account.

He wili 5
Ec moft feniible of his own defelts. He will be fenfible
that the obligations of the faved are not leflened but in-
creafed, by what Chrift hath done for them. He will
hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs. He will prize the
influences of the holy Spirit, and earneftly feck his aid.

He wiil be univerfaily confcientious in his regard to
the divine wiil, love the ordinances of God, and regard
relative duties. Will be careful not to feparate the two
tables. Will be juft and upright in his condut among
men, as wecll as punétual 1n his attendance on divine
worthip, &c.

It will afford ftrong evidence that this character be-
Tongs to a man, if he be confiftent and perfevering in his
attention to every duty; yet never refting in paft attain-
ments, but preffing toward the mark, difcovering more
of his own defects, and labouring not to excufe them,
but to be freed from them ; bewailing his moft fecret fins,
and longing for a ftate of ablolute perfection in the
world 2bove—1I am

II. Toilluftrate the afirmation, The end of that manis
peace.

Being juftified by faith, the believer has peace with
God as foon as he has fled for refuge to the hope fet before
him ; yet his fpiritual enjoyments may be fometimes in-
terrupted through the defects of his faich, through miftake,
or temptation.

Yea, godly jealoufy itfelf, and a fenfe of the awful
confequence of a miftake in the momentous concerns of
eternity, may occafion a degree of anxiety and {ufpicion of
his own fincerity, which will have very painful effects.

Satan may allo harafs and perplex the mind; and, as
he knows how to fuit his temptations to the different
temperaments of the bodily conftitution, {o fome men of

diftinguifhed
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diftinguithed integrity, may have a tendency of this kind
to gloom and melancholy, which religion does not
wholly overcome, and which probably gives the tempter
a peculiar accefs to fill them, at times, with groundlels
diftrefs. '

Nor is the believer by any mzans exempt from out-
ward troubles, He may have a large fhare of them, and,
after being delivered once and again, may find a fucceflion
of them,

He is liable to pains and affictions of body—lofies and
croffles—His unavoidable conneffion with wicked men
would make him liable to be injured by them, (as they
injure one another,) if they had no peculiar diflike to him
for his religion. But often has the enmity of finners
been excited againft men of whom the world was not
worthy, by their very excelleaties,

The Lord, alfo purpofely, tricth the righteous for wife
reafons, both to difcover more of their imperfettions to
themfelves and to manifeft alfo their fincerity and the
power of true Godlinefs; but their triais fhall redound to
his glory. Yet, at prefertt; -they are not jeyous but
grievous,

Thefe trials may occur not only in younger life, but
may fometimes be moft {evere, when the ratural ftrength
fails, Outward and inward trials may meet. Satan may
take occafion to tempt the uprigat to queftion their in-
tereft in the divinc favor, or even affaule the very found-
ation of their hope, &c. ’

Yet God will not leave his people in their troubles
Sorrow may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning. And often is that exprefion fulfilled in th
death bed of a Chriltian, “ At evening time it fhail be
light.”

Very feldom, indeed, has an upright humble walker
with God been fuffered to leave the world in a ftate of
darknefs; and very often have thofe, who had been exsr-
cifed with many fears, been freed from them all ar lath

The end, however fhail te perfect peace; eternal reft;
not in endlefs fleep, but endiefs enjoyment and fatisfac-
tion. I proceed

IIL. To enforce the injunction, mark the perfect mar,
and bebeld, &c.  This is to be done j— T hat you may fee
. the reality, beauty, and genuine nature of true religion;
it influences the whole man,—That you may fes the al-

vzntagcs
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vantages of true religion, with what a blefled end it is
conneted—That you may fée the faithfulnefs of God to
his people—T hat you may be excited to attend to religion
yourfelves—That you may be encouraged to truft in God
—That you may be excited to blefs God for eminent ex-
amples of fincerity and integrity; and yet be reconciled
to his holy will in removing them, feeing they reft in
peace. May you imitate them carefully, and poflefs folid
evidence that you thall thortly join them in the world
above !

And now, my dear friends! we have reafon to blefs God
that in this world where fo much wickednefs abounds,
and what is called a Chriftian land is filled with profli-
gate, profane and irreligious charalters, and too many
carelefs and inconfiftent profeffors, among thofe that
make greater pretenfions to religion; yet God has ever
had fome faithful fervants; children that will not lie, wit-
nefles for himfelf, who bear faithful teftimony to the holy
tendency of the Gofpel. Thanks be to God that a fuc~
ceffion of fuch chara&ters has appeared in this church.
And our late venerable Deacon may be confidently ranked
among the moft exemplary Chriitians we have known. I
am not afraid to mention him as one proof— That a man
who is in Chrift is a new creature. He was baptized on
a profeflion of faithy and received into this church near
fitty fix years ago, in the year 1745, before he was
twenty years old; and from that period, I fuppofe, no
man was more ftezdy in his attachments to the doctrines
of grace, more conftant in his attendance on public ordi-
nances, more confcientious and upright in his whole de-
partment. He was called to the office of Deacon, and
folemnly’ ordained, Auguft 28, 1760, and this whole
Church’ can teftify, that far forty years and upwards, he
¢ ufed the office of a Deacon well,” and thus  purchafed
to himfelfa good degree” in the eftimation of all who
cared for the caufz of Chrift. So that we have like reafon
to refpect his memory, as the Jews had to refpect that of
Jehoiada, ¢ becaufe he had done good in Hrael, both to-
wards God and his houfe.” He was one that feared God
above many. He was a uniform confiftent characler,
nobody could charge him with being one kind of
man at home and another abroad. He manifefted that
the ‘}ove of Chrift conftrains thofe, who have tafted the
Lord is gracious, to depart from all iniquity.
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The grace of God which bringeth falvation, taught
¥im to den odlinefs and worldly lufts and to lLive
foberly, righitcoutly, and godly, in this prefent evil world.
His integrity was manifeft in all his condu@, in the fa-
mily, in the Church, and in the world. When he was
chief magiftrate of this city in 1290, he was enabled to
difcharge the duties of that office with great fidelity and
refpe@ability, and ever fince he maintained the higheft
character for diligence and uprightnef$ in his civil ca~
pacity. So that God is witne(s, and you are witnefles, in
bhow holy and blamelefs a maaner he was concerned to
walk before him,

How much he has been wfed to care for the welfare of
this church, how he has ftrengthened the hands of your
paftors, and how diligently he tought the peace and prof-
perity of the chv.m:ie when yeu were left without a
paftor; you all know.

You know, likewife, a little of the trials he met with
by fore bereavemsnts and other afllictigns, and how pa-
tiently he fubmitted to the moft painful difpentations.
‘When outward and inward troubles met together, though
“he fometimes funk too low into dejeltion, and indulged
groundlefs fufpicions of his own ftate, yet he was far
trom murmuring againft God. [ have heard him, when
in the moft pitiable darknefs as to his own ftate, ex-
prefs his fenfe of the divine righteoufnefs in the ftrongeft
terms imaginable; and juftify God, let what would be-
come of him, even if he fhould be loft for ever.

He had fuch a fenfe of the excellence of true religion,
and the vaft importance of the heart being right with
God, that he fometimes exprefled himfelf afraid left all
that he had experienced thould pot amount to genuine
piety; or left there fhould be fomewhat eflential to true
religion which he had never attained. But though like
Hezekiah, he could fometimes (ay, * Behold for peace, I
had great bitternefs,” the Lord left him not long without
relief; “In love to his foul, he delivered it from the pit,
and caft all his fins behind his back.”

Several months ago he found great relief from a fer-
mon preached in this place, from Ma. x. 27. and fome
time afterwards, when his bodily afflictions wer much
increafed, he told me, that he would not havé been
without his fharpeft atflictions, for he had been favoured
with fuch views of the Divine Glory, as wgre much more

ecT. 1801.] rY than
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than fufficient to counterbalance them. It would be
worth while to go through much more than he bad fuffer-
ed, for fuch difcoveries of God as he enjoyed under them.
Indeed, he feemed to dread the removal of the afli&ion,
left his fpiritual enjoyments fhould then be leffened. I
am forry the defe&t of my memory prevents my repeat-
ing his words more exatly, but I hope ever to retain
the general impreflion of his converfation,

For feveral weecks paft his diforder had rather le-
thargic tendency, which prevented his faying much
when I vifited him. But all he did fay, indicated 2 mind
decply fubmiffive to the will of God, relying on the
atonement of Chrift, wifhing well to the intereft of the
Church, and waiting for the Lord’s time to be admitted
into his heavenly kingdom.

And now, can any one imagine it would have been
better with our dear frierid, if he had never known the
religion of Jefus—If he had lived without prayer, with-
out the fear or love of God, would he have been a better
member of fociety, a better parent, or hufband, or mafter,
or magiftrate? Would he have been happier himfelf, -
more exempt from trouble, or better prepared to bear it?
~If he had trufted to his own righteoufnefs, would he
have been more zealous of good works? If he had trufted
to bare repentance to make atonement for fin, would he
have been more careful to depart from all appearance of
evil? Would .any other foundation of hope have given
him more folid peace, and have enabled him to meet
death with more compofure ?

Rather may I not afk, and appeal to your confciences,
was not vital faith in Chrift, the life-blood of all his
virtues?

Had not true religion a happy effeét on his whole cha-
rafter and condu&t? And did not the confolations of the
Gofpel enable him to endure bereavements, loffes, and
affli¢tions, with fuch fubmiflion, and patience, and re-
fiance on God, as could never have been derived from
any other fource! May his neareft relations—may all his
defcendants—may his intimate friends~—may his late fel-
low members—may his numerous acquaintance, remem-
ber his amiable and exemplary charaéter, imitate his ex-
ample, blefs God for his goodnefs to his deceafed fervant,
and be prepared to meet him in the kingdom of Ged,

Amen, )
LETTER



