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KENT AND SUSSEX ASSQCIATION. 18es.

—

{THE Kent and Suffex Affociation of Baptift Churches, cone
fifting of thofe which meet at Afhford, Sandhurft, Folkftone,
Beffels:!Green, Chatham, and Eynsford, in Kesz and at Rye,
Rotherfield, Wivelsfield, Lewis, Brighthelmftone, and Hand-
crofs, in. Swfex; maintaining the important do€trines of three
equal Per{ons in the Divine Effence, eternal and perfonal eleQioa
to holinefs here, .&c.

Affembled at Afhford, in Kent, June 2d, aad 3d, 1801,

BREVIATES.

Tuefday, Fune the 24—The Meflengers of the aflociated
Churches met at three o’clock, Brother White prayed, after
which the names of the Meflengers were called over; brother
Atwood was chofen Moderator, brother Stanger Scribe. The
Moderator read the rules of the affociation; after which the
letters were read from the refpetive Churches. "The Moderator
concluded in prayer. Adjourned.

Diwine warfbip began a quarter after fix o' clock—Brother Mor«
ris, of Eynsford, prayed ; brother Coe preached from A¢ts viil.
5. And be preached Chrift to them : brother Atwood concluded
in prayer.

I}/)ng%ng/daj, Tune 3d. met at fix o’clock in the morning.——DBrother
Arnold, brother Jones, and brother Atkinfon prayed. *The
circular letter drawn up by brother Purdy was read, and con-
fidered ; the Moderator concluded in prayer.

Met again at ten @clock.—Brother Copping began in prayer;
brother Stanger, fen. .preached from Phil. i. 27.—He firft ob-
ferved, That the Gofpel requires af all its profeflors, a condud
truly . diftinguithing.  Secondly : That the gofpel in it
precepts, is the grand direftory of aur converfation, and par-
ticularly the example ' of Chrift and the primitive Chriftians;
and that in the text, three things were recommended to our at-
tention to this end; 1, Stedfaftnefs. 2. Unanimity and con-
cord. 3, Joint Exertions. Mr. Knott concluded in prayer,

The Meffengers afembled again at balf paft 1o oclock.—Bro-
ther Stace, of Folkitone, prayed. It was appainted that the
next Affociation fhould be held at Eynsford (near Famingham,
eighteen miles from London) on the firft Tuefday and Wednei-
day in June 1802, Mellrs. White, Knott, and Attwood, to
preach ; and in cafe of failure, brethren Copping and Fuller.e—
‘To put up at the Harrow.

Agreed to continue the monthly prayer meetings and annual
falt day, on the firft Wednefday of November, as heretofore.
Jury, 1801} Nn ‘ Thas
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—Thatbrother White draw up the next circular lcteer, on any
fubje@t which he may judge moft feafonable,—~To receivethe Bap-
tift Charch at St, Peter’s, in thefle of Thanet, into this Afio-
ciation; brotner "T. Cramp is their paftor; and their whole
number of members is 36—Moderator concluded in prayer.

Met again in the evening at fix oclock, for public avorfbip.—
Brother Bentliffe began in prayer : brother Purdy preached from
John xx. 17.  Go ro my brethren, and fay wnto them, I afcend
unto my father and your father, and to my God and your God.—
Brother Cramp prayed. The Moderator then difmiffed the
Affociation witl prayer.

~ Increafe to this Affociation, (including the Church at St. Pe-
ter’s, now added to it) 28.
Signed by the moderator and fecretary,

W. ATTWOOD and J. STANGER.

This Affociation, though they cannot boagt of increafing
rumbers, may indeed glory in the prevalence of brotherly affec-
tion and unanimity.

Sweet is the Jove, that mutua) glows
Within each brother’s breaft,

And hinds in gentleft bonds cach heart,
Al dlofing, and all beft.

o e
SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL AT HEDON.

SINCE the eftablifhment of the monthly prayer meeting in
Hull (which is held at four of the different places of worfhip in
rotation) for the fpread of the Gofpel, there has been an increaf-
ing defire to attempt the introduétion of itin the neighbouring
towns and villages. - The Church under the paftoral care of Mr.
Lyons, having received 2 member from the late Mr. Pearce’s
Church at Birmingkam, Mr. William Scarlet, who had been
engaged in preaching occafionally, it was thought advifeable
to employ him in the fame way in Holdernefs, where the peo-
ple have long been in a ftate of heathenifh darknefs. On en-
quiry in the town of Hedon, a {mall market-town in Holder-
nefs, about cight miles from Hull, a few perfons were found
willing to hear, though their neighbours hs (f hitherto oppofed
with violence every attempt which had been made by the Wef-
Ieyan Methodifts, and others. A room was pro;urecf, and Mr,
Lyons preached in it the firft time on the 8th of December,
1799, to a very attentive audience. There has'been a ftated
congregation ever.fince at Hedon, where Mr. Scarlet, or fome
other perfon in his place, has preached every Lord’s-day, and
Mr. Lyons frequently on week-day evenings. Several perfons
have been deeply impreffed with what they heard, and brought
10 an acquaintance with divine things, and many others are fe-
rioufly enquiring the way to Zien. Three places have been

regiftered
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regiftered at different times, for the accommodation of this con-
gregation ; bat it appears that many have been prevented from
attending for want of 2 more convenient place than the people
have yet been able to procure—it is therefore propofed to com-
ply with the withes of {everal of the inhabitants of Hedon, . (be~
fides thofe who have hitherto attended) by ere@ing a commo-
dious meeting-houfe, on a frugal plan, as foon as a tolerable
fubfcription can be raifed for that purpofe. This houfe will
be ovea to minifters of evangelical jentiments, of all denomi-
nations; but for the prefent will be fupplied by Mr, Scarlet,
and others, under the diretion of Mr. Lyons, until there isa
fufficient number of perfons'to be united together in chur¢h fel-
lowihip, who will then be formed into.a fociety, and left to
the enjoyment of their right to.chufe their own minifter.

Subferiptions will be thankfully received by the Rev. James
Lyons, at Hull.

———————————————————————eeeepes
4 BRIEF VIEW

OF
THE PROTESTANT MISSIONS
ON THE .
COAST OF COROMANDEL,

Supported by the Society for promoting Chriftian Knoawledge »

With an Account of the remarkable Converfion ‘of an InpIaN
PriesT to Chriftianits, in the year 1763.

By the Rev. Mr. George Hexry HurTeEMAN, Protelant
Miflionary at Cudulore, in _the Eaft-Indies,

Publifbed by Order of the Society.

PP VHE Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge for many

years encouraged the Proteftant Miffion a: Tranquebar,
founded by Frederick IV. King of Denmark, for the Conver-
fion of the Heathen in the Southern part of the Coaft of Coro-
mandel, in the Eaft Indies. They affifted them with money
and books ; they procured a printing-pref§, and fupplied them,
from time to time with paper and other materials for the ufe of
it. ‘This miffion was bleffed with fuch fuccefs, that it {oon
§ave the hint of enlarging it ; and Tamulian and Portuguele
chools were erected at Madras and Cudulore for the inflruétion
of the ignorant natives in reading and underflanding the chief
truths of Chriftianity, _

In the year 1728, this Society began to ere&t a new miffion
at Madras or Fort St. George, on the fame coaft, where they
have fupported two Miflionaries. Meflrs. Fabricius and PErei-
thaupt at prefent worthily fill thofe places. In

XDz
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In 1737, the Soclety fixed another Miffion, under twe
Mifiioparies, at Cudclore, or Fort St. David’s. In the
French war, the care of this Miflion was intrufted with the
Rev. Mr. John Zechary Kiernander, who came thitherin 17393
apd-the Rev. Mr. George Henry Hutteman, who hath carefully
attended this labour ever fince 1750. This Miffion fuffered
greatly in 1798, when Cudulore was taken by the French, and
1n confequence -thereof, the Miflionaries and their flock retired
to their affe@ionate brethren at Tranquebar, where Mr. Hutte-
man continued, and performed the duties of his funftion until
September, 1760, when he rcturned to his former ftation at
Cudulore, which was then again in the hands of the Englith.

The providence of God manifefted itfelf openly, pot only in

sote@ing and preferving the faithful Miffionaries and their
Chriitian flock during the day of affliétion ; but likewife in
making.thefe very troubles an occafion of fpreading the Gofpel
of Chrilt towards the more Northern parts of India.” Whilf
Mr. Hutteman ftayed at Tranquebar, Mr. Kiernander, perceiv-
ing nolikelihood that Cudulore would be again reftored to the
Englifh, thought it his duty to go to fome Englith fettlement,
where there was yot no Miffionary. The Proteftants at Bengal
had been long defirous of having 2 Miffion for thofe parts, and
Mr, Kiernander, with the approbation of the brethren at Tran-
quebar fet {ail for Bengal, and arrived at Calcutta on the 29th
of September 1758, where being well received, he immediately
opened a fchool, which filled apace, and applied himfelf with
diligence to the preaching of the Gofpel. He hath, by the blef-
fing of God, met with fuch extraordinary fuccefs, and his la-
bours grow fo heavy upon him, that he is defirous of having
another Miffionary fent thither to affift him. In the mean while,
Mr. Hutteman {fince his colleague left him) hath found the
work of the Lord too laberious for one 2lone, and therefore re-
quefts that another Miffionary may be fent to join him at Cudu-
Jore.

When the Society fettled thefe feveral mifficns, they had no
fund to anfwer the expeace, but cheerfully relied upon the good
Providence of ‘God, to raife up benefaltors of a truly Chriftian
fpirit to enable them to go on with this work of piety. The
Rev. Mr. Profeflor Francke, of Hall in Saxcay, bath fent them
large and conftant remittances. What elfe was wanring hath
been fupplied out of their general flock, as they had no fund
for this purpofe, until a legacy of 1000l.-was left them in 1760,
by Samucl Percivall late of Pendarves, in the county of Corn-
wall, Eig. the intereft of which is fet apart for the fupport of
theie Proteftant miffions in the Eaft Indies.

Benefa@ions to the Eaft India miffions, and the proceedings
o the {everal Miffionaries, with the wonderful fucceis they have
Wad, by a blefling on their labours, in converting heathens hto

the
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the acknowledgment of the faith of Chriff, and in making
Romifh convertstrue members of the Proteftant Church, ate
yearly publithed with their anniverfary {fermon and the account
of the fociety ; asis this year the following remarkable incident,
tranfmitted in- 2 letter from the Rev. Mr. Hutteman, whofe
knowledge amt learning, whofe religious zeal and indefatigar
ble induflry, are fo well known aund highly approved by-the fo-
eiecy, after the experience of fifteen years, in which he hath
there laboured in the Gofpel, that they have reafon to give en-
tire belief to what he relateth: and this account they hape
will be highly pleafing to all who read it. v

It is publifhed at large in the words of Mr. Hutteman ; and if
any {mall inaccuracies are cbferved in the language of it, the
reader will be pleafed to remember that the tranflator is a Ger-
man.

THE PANDARAM CONVERTED.

The Rev. Mr. George Hutreman, in Letrers to the Soctety for
promoting Chriftian Knowledge, dated from Cudulore, the
12thand zoth Jauwary, 1764, writes as followeth :

T converfion of a Pandaram deferves parsticular notice.
He was a prieft of Ifuren’s fe, a man of the robleft tribe, and
of great judgment and learning. It is now .more than a year
that this man vifited me, and declared the feruples of his con-
fcience, and exprefled himf{elf warmly againit the vanity and
wickednefs cf the Malabar religion. I told him, that the reli~
gion of the blefled Jefus was 2dmirably fitted for fuch fouls as
are really concerned about their eternal intereft——thar feel witha
deep compundion the load of fin. At the fame time I pldinly
told him the many difficulies that sitend the embracing this re~
ligion ; that e muft fincerely renounce the wicked world, and
all the hnful Jufs of the fleth; muft prepare for.ill treatment
and perfecution, even from thofe who had formerly venerated
him ; however, that all thefe difficulties are fure infinitely out-
weighed by the inexpreflibly great rewards propofed in the
Gofpel, and by the jnconceiva%ly dreadful threatnings againgt
the defpifers of this refigion.

He went away, and promifed to deliberate upon thefe things,
and I did not hear of him til} Jaft November; when he returned
to this place, and was cou.tecufly entertained by the heathen
merchants, who venerated him as their prieft: meanwhile he
vifited me now and then, and was prefent when divine fervice
was held in'the Malabar Janguage. At laft it pleafed the Lord
to work in him a thorongh convi@tion. He took his folemn
leave of the heathens, declaring unto them the reafons why he
did forfake the Malabar religion, and embrace that of the
Chriftians, After hé had been fev#ral weeks amanglt us, he
wrote, at my defire, his life, and the rea{ons that induced him

Kn 3 to
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to tumnz Chriftian; and [ hope it will give pleafure to-the ho-
nourable fociety, when [ give them a tranflation thereof.

——

The Lifr of a Pandaram, a fincere Convert to Chriftianity,
at Gudulore.

My name is Tondaman Mudaly; I was bern near Tiruna-
waly, in the kingdom of Madurei, in the year Pingala Waru-
Spam*(1737). In my infancy, my parents taught me, that
there was a Being who had created heavenand earth ; and that
good men would goto heaven, but the wicked to hell ; and in
my.youth I began to be folicitous for the falvation of my foul ;
for -which reafon I was affiduous in reading our books. In my
fourteenth year, I'refolved to choofe the life of a. prieft or pan-
daram- of I{uren, to vifit all holy pagodas and temples, and to
wath in their facred water, in certain hope of attaining thereby
falvation.

About this time, I was {o unfcrtunate to lofe both my parents;
this confimned my refolution, and I inquired for the mott famous
pandaram who could make me z dilciple by baptifm, and teach
me the forms of prayers. and all things neceflary to a true pan-
daram. [ was told, that three hours from Majaburam, at Tar-
maburam, in the kingdom of Tanjore, there was fuch a one;
hereapon Itook a journey to him, received the purification of
water; and learned under him for the fpace of five years. 1 had
a great-defire to procure, by my penances, falvarion to as many
as poffible, [ therefore afked leave of my pandaram to go on
pilgrimages; to which he confented, and permitted me to fa-
crifice wherever I fhould come.

Reading frequently,-with attention,. our baoks, I was fur-
prized to find cur gods were born of father and mother, and that
quite different operations were afcribed to them: to Bruma, the
.creation ; 1o Wifhtnn, the redemption ; and to Siwen, or Iuren,
the deftru@ion. I likewife found, that the fame gods were
fubjeét :to. many imperfeQions: Biruma (or Bruma) knew not
who had killed his wife; and Perumal {or Withtnu) was igno-
rant of his wife’s being ravithed ; he knew not his father’s
death, till he learned it by letters, %c.

I was much f{candalized by the prophane and immoral fer-
vice performed in our pagodas: at Supramanciam, a famous
pagoda, three leagues from Goa, the image of a ferpent with
feven heads is worfhipped : at 2 certain feftival, this ferpent is
faid to move the head; and three girls, of the moft beautifal
thape, dance before him ftark naked, in the fight of an innu-
merable crowd of fpelators: at the facrifice of Satly (this is

* The Malabars compute their years by a circle of fisty years, whereof
walhi has its propet mame. '
th
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the Venus of the Romans) men and women eat and drink toge-
ther, and afterwards mix promifcuoufly. Daily are ‘entertain-
ed in our pagodas, the dancing girls, which are Erofcﬁ'ed prof-
titutes, wiio fing, at morning and evening facrifices, the im-
pureft fongs; and offer, in the pagodas, with the obfceneft
language, their perfons to the {pe&ators, and invite them to
lie with them.

All this, the feelings of my confcience told me could not be
from the eternal God, whom reafon aad che £ill voice of ndture
proclaim to be an holy Being, who abhorreth vice and impurity,
and delights in virtue and chaility : this muft, undoubtediy be
from Satan, the father of lewdnefs. However, fince our whole
nation is zealoufly attached to this worthip, I ftified the clamou:s
of my confcience, thinking that, if it was really wrong, fo many
rhoufands of people could not follow it: and fo I went on, vifit~
ing one pagoda after another.

At laft I came to Cuddalore, and was informed, that here
was a prieft who taught the religion of Parabara Waffu (the
Supreme Being); and when I vifited you, and heard the
Wedam - (religion) of Parabara Waflu, the mifls of mine un~
derftanding began to clear up, andall that yeu faid of the per-
fettions of God,and the manner to worthip him, was immediate-
1y approved by the filent voice of reafon and confcience. Allthe
doftrines which your avedam propofeth, lead direétly to the
honour of the only true God: May his name be bleffed for
ever! It deflcribeth man as he really is~{inner and guilty: it
reje@s the unavailing aronements by penances performed by a
miferable finful wretch, Mutt not the mountain be fupported
by a mountain?* Can the ant be a match tothe lion ¢ The
holy and dreadful fufferings of Fefus Mattiaftar (redeemer, or
reconciler) have attoned for the violated: rights of the divine
government. Your awedem enables 2 man to curb and fubdue
his paflions, and wicked ‘appetites of the flefh ; and makes the
mind in love with holinefs by the Spirit of Jefus. It containeth
the cleareft revelation of life and immortality ; and fuch grand
- promifes that are more than fufficient to bear us up in the courfe
of 2 chriftian and virtuons life, notwithftanding the difcou-
ragements from a wicked world. It threateneth to obgtinate vice
and impenitence, fo dreadful punifiments, that are enough to
counterpoife the momentary and fleeting pleafures of fin. It is,
therefore, my firm refolation to embrace this awedam ; to live
and die in it. I have weighed the Malabar religion againft it ;
but, -alas! the former istoo light: I know'ir is of Sat2g, and
the dire® way to ruin foul and body.

* Thefe arc cxpreffions by which, in our hooks and infirudions we eff-
deavour to illuftrate the meceflity-of a Divine Reconciliator interpofing
ketween the provoked Deity and finner the fon of duft. '

o4 Parabara
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Parabara Waftu, Creator of the Univerfe, have mercy upon
me! Oh, how.do I'bewail that I have becn twenty-eight
years thine enemy! [ have foriaken thee, the living fountain,
and worfhipped ‘idols, whom thou abhorreft.  7ojfus Nadar
(Redeeming Lord) impute thy blood T%to me, and procure
me the forgivenefs of my fins. Thou Spirit of Holinefs, fanc-
tify my heart, and form me into the likenefs of the bleffed
Jefus,  Amen. _ .

Since this pandaram is a man of good abilities, and a very
upright difpofition, a-d unwilling to live upon alms-giving,
but refolved to earn hisown bread, or rice, by diligence and
faithful labour—I prom fed to conftitute him mefter of our Ma.
labar fchool, as we great'y wanted fuch a iubje@, and he em-
braced the propofal ‘willingly ; which I hope the hopourable
fociety will confiym. '

Our convert, Arunafalam, received an ols * from the Col-
lege of Pandarams ; which I think proper to tranflate.

—

Harning Letter from the College of Pandarams, at Tarma-
buram, in the Kingdim of 1anjare, to Arunafalam Pan-
daramy at Cydda.ore.

‘Tue Grace of Siwen, the creator, redeemer, and deftroyer,
be effeétual in the foul of Arunafalam. If you enquire into the
veafons of our writing this letter to you, know then: You were
op 2 journey tothe holy place of Cathy, and behold, by the
cunning fraud of that arch enemy, the Devil, your great wif-
dom and underftanding have been fo blinded, that you were not
athamed to go at Cuddalore to the Jow and bafe nation of
Franks. and Européan people, who are no better than the Par-
Teiars, and that to hear and be infirufted in their defpicable que-
das (1. . religion). O, in what an amazement were we thrown
at the hearing of this? the moment we heard it we met in the
divine prefence4 of the Head ofethe facred College of Panda-
yams, and confulted on this evenf. Indeed we are funk in an
ocean of forrow, It is needlefs to write many words on the fub-
je& to a man of -your underftanding. Did you belong to the
curfed populace, many words might be negeflary. Remember,
Arunafalam, your change is like a.Kiag turning Pareiarl.
‘What have you wanted amongftus ? Had you not honour and
fubfiftence fufficient # It is unconceivable what could move you
to bring fuch 2 fain on the chara@er of a Pandaram. We muft

* Oles is the palm-leaf on which thé Malabars write with an iron flile
91 pencil,

+ Thefe Pandarams are fo exceflively proud, that they have perfuaded

the filly people to Jouk upon them 48 Gods. They are commonly faluted
Yaghiran, God. j

3 Pareiars are the loweft and bafelt Call amongft the Malabars. .
impute
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impute this misfortune that has befallen you to a:crime you have
committed againft God in your former generation*. Confider,
Arunafalam, the noble blood of the T'ondamar from whence
you {prang. You affociate yourfelf to the bafelt people that eat
of the fieih of cows and bullecks; can any wifdom be amongik
them ? The moment you receive this letter return again to this
place; ma;: Siwen give you underftanding.

T his is the Divine Oracie written at the command of his He-

linefs the Head of the Pandarams at Tarmaburam.

Anfwer of drunafalam Pandaram, now called Arubananden,
whith is the fame as Fobannes,

Tse Grace of Parabara Waftu, who is Jehovah the living
Gad, the very bleffed creator and preferver ia the Univerfe, fill
the fouls of all Pandarams ar Tarmaburam. 1 have received
your letter, and have read the contents with true compaffion.—
Wiil you know the reafon? itis this; you have unaccountably
forfaken the living God, the eternal creator of all what exifts ;
and have given the honour due to him to the créature. You'thick
yourfelves wife, though fallen into the moft dreadful foolithnefs.
You worfhip the arch enerny of all what is good, the Devil.—
You give divingé honour to men who were born of father and
mother, and who during their life-have béen notorious fornica-
tors, adulterers, regues, and murderérs. Ia vour religious books
are related the obiceneft faéts, whereby laft, the fire of Satan,
is furioufly kindled at an inflant. My heart melts within me,
I weep over you, Fourtéeq years have I been witnels of your
infamous worfhip in your pagodas; and Iam ip my confcience
convinced that you are in the road that leads direfti: to hell
and eternal ruin.  How hely, kow majeftic is God deferibed in
the avedam of the Chriftians ? You eall them a bale and ignorant
people, bat this is ewing to your pride, which cometnr from
that proid fpirit Satan. -Coriie, my dear friends, and worfhip
with me the God who made you. Be not deceived to expiate
your fin by waflting dnd facrifice of Lingam: the Chriftians aione
have an expiatory facrificé worthy of God. When I thick on
your blindnefs, my heart pitieth yea. You know the integriry
of my life ; and you never heard {eandal of me: Could yoa then
think that I fhould renounce the religion of my faihers witheut
conviftion of its falfehood and drezdtal tendency? rhe God
ef infinite compaflica hath delivered me, wretched finner, cut
of Satan’s captivity. Your prowmifes of honour and ticies touch
me not. I have the hopes of 4n eveslafting kinedom : You allo
ean inherit it when you will repent.. I -have changad my reli-

* The Malabars believe a Metemipfychefis for feven generatiens. When
a misfortune befals them they impute it to 2 fin commutted they know not
Yow in their former generation.

gion,
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gion, but not my caft. "By becoming a Chriftian I did ot turn
an Englithman: I am yet 2 Tondaman. Never did the prieff
of this place defire of me any-thing contrary to my caft. Ne-
ver did he bid me to eat cow-fleth or beef, neither have I feen
him eat it, or any of the Tamulian Chriftians, though fuch a
thing be not finful in itfelf. Turn to the living God : So writ-
eth Arulananden, fermerly 2 Pandaram, but now 2 difciple of
the blefled Jefus.

e T e
LETTER
or
THE LATE MR. PEARCE, OF BIRMINGHAM.
To ¢ Young Gentleman in Dublin.

Communicated by Alderman HutTow, of Dublin, to Dr. RirroN.—It
" has no date.)

Dear MasTer B,

Y OUR letter of the 214t of July gave me no fmall degree of
pleafure, and fhould have been anfwered long before now,
had not my numerous engagements at home compelled me to
fafpend my correfpondence abroad ; except one letter, which 1
fent.to Dublin to inform my friends of my fafe rewurn, this is
the firft day on which I have found time to write to Ireland fince
Yleftit. You will not, therefore, think me forgetful of you,
or unconcerned about your profperity: Believe me, from the
firk converfation that I had with you, to the prefent moment,
I have felt no fmall degree of folicitude for your eternal inte-
refts,  Happy, indeed, fhall I be tofind that you continue anx~
ious to fecure them ; for what are all the honcurs, the pleafures,
or the wealth of this world, when compared with the fpirstual
and abiding blefings of Religion? Could we enfure ail that is
efteemed by men, and enjoy it uninterruptedly for a thoufand
ages, yet, when thofe ages were paft, how miferable thould we
be without Religion? But life is fhort, and the pleafures of life
are embittered by many croffes and trials, fo that our earthly
comferts yield but little good, ¢ nor yield that little long.”—
It is, therefore, molt blefled advice that our Saviour gives, john
vi. 29. Labiur not for the bread that perifbeth, but for that bread
aukich encurcth to everlafing life, &c.  Oblerve, my dear
young friend, what our Savicur tefches you in thefe words—
Fuft, That Religion is to the joul, what bread is to the body—
It feeds, nourithes, and ftrengthens the mind. Secondly, This
heavenly bread affords abiding comfort and fupport—It endures
to swerlafiing life.  Thirdly, The enjoyment of this facred food
deferves our moft earnef purfuit~—2ZLabeur for it—Lint your whole
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heart and foul be in this great bufinefs of Religion. - If it be not
fought and fecured, how tremendous the confequences. The
fouk is loft, Joff, lofft for ewer 1—Oh feck, therefore, my dear
youth, feek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him
while he is near. Draw nigh to him, and he will draw near to
you. Fourthly, It muft be received not as the reward of any
good thing in you, or for any good thing to be done by you.
Zhe Son of Man-will G1VE it toyos. Yes, were we to have no-
thing but what we delerve, our bett portion would be 4ell ;
but <« of his merey he faveth us according to his own purpofe and
grace, which was given us in Chrift before the world began.”
2 Tim. i. 9. From the mercy of Chrift: you mult receive ewvery
thing. Here you muft apply for parden—Here you muft come
for awifdem~—Here you muit feek ffrength and comfort—<< Ail is
in Cbrif, who of God is made unto us wifdom and righteoufnefs,
and fan&tification and redemption.” 1 Cor. i. 30. - There is one
thing, my dear Mafter B , that you maft not forget. Jefus
Chrift hath faid it, and eternity fhall prove it true, ** Ye muf
be rorn aGaIn;” thatis, your beart muft be changed. It will
not de that you are reformed, you muft be renewed i the fpiric
of your mind ; but this is a great thing, and what you.can nei-
ther do yourfelf, nor can any creature do it for you ; yet you
muft not be difcouraged from feeking it, nor defpair of obtain-
ing it. Now, how is this great blefling to be obtained ? Why,
by following your dear father’s advice, ¢ to pray often and
from your heart.” Yes, prayer is God’s appointed mean. -
«« Afk,” fays he, ¢ and you fhall receive; {Peek, and ye thall
find.” What can be more encouraging !-—You fay, « You can-
not pray as you wifh to pray.” Iam glad to hear you fay fos
not that I rejoice in the imperfe@ion of your prayers, but at
your confcioufnefs of their imperfe&tions, and your forrow o ac-
count of it.  This, however, muft comfort vou, that God doth
not anfwer our prayers for the fake of the goodnefs that is in
them, but for the fake of bis goodnefs, in avhofe name we pray.
It is not for us to fay, Is our prayer worthy ?—But we muft fay,
Is Chriff worthy ?—All God gives me, he gives for Chritt’s fake,
and there is enough in one Chrift for all his people, and as long
as there is any virtue in his interceflion, fo~long we may come
with all boldnefs to a throne of grace, that we may obtain mer-
¢y and grace to help in time of need.—Having then boldnefs to
enter into the holieft by the blood of fefus, let us draw near ia
full affurance of faith, and not give over wreftling with Ged
till we obtamn ALL THE BLESSINGS which the blood of Jetus
hath procured for finners, But I kave nearly filled my paper;
prefent my refpefts to your parents, to Mr. Kiernan and family,
and do pray for, and {oon write to, your very affe&ionat

S. Pearce.

THEOLOGICAL
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[ Continucd from page 463.]

AN ALOGY of F AITH—Is the proportion which the dodrines
of the Gofpel bear to each other, or the clofe conne&ion
between all the truths of revealed religion. It is the univerfal
harmony that fubfifts between all tiefprinciples of Chrifti-
anity, fo that if you deftroy one, you déftroy them all; and
if you hold ove, you are obliged tc hold them all, otherwife
you muft incur the charge of - being an abfurd man—an in-
confiftent preacher or writer. It is the uniform defign of
God in the whole {cheme of falvation by Chrift. Itis the
fweet confent of all the parts of truth to each other, or the
wife adjuftment and concurrence of all revealed truth, to
promote God’s grand defign in the falvation of men, in
which the end and means are o clofely connected together,
that one of the truths of the Gofpel cannot be denied, but all
the reft muft follow'its fate and be likewife denicd ; nor one
of thefe capital truths be held faft, but you muft hold the
other truths faft alfo. 'This may be explained and exemplified
through all the great dodtrines of the Gofpel. They glorify
God to the uttermoft—they humble the pride of flan—they
afford flrong, i. e vitorious and durable confolation—they
advance holinefs—they are all confiftent, and exempt from ali
abfurdity—See Dr. Gi/l’s Introduttion to his Body of Divinity,
—Dr. Ridgeley’s Funeral Sermon for Mr. Hurrion, 1732—
Mr. Halyburton's Life. '

APOSTACY —Is a revolting, - blackfliding, or falling away
from the true religion; or 'a departure from the do&rines and
duties of Chriftianity. ‘The word is derived fiom awo from,
or off, and irmm to ftand. It may be ¢onfidered in its
rature, {prings, evils, aggravations and confequences.——See
Dr. Ow:an on Apoftacy.  8vo.

ARIANISM.—The doftrine of Arius, an Herefiarch of the
fourth centwry (A. C. 310) who denied the cternal co-exift-
ence of the on of God, with God the Father. Arius was by
birth an African, and by profeffion a Prefbyter, at Alexandria.
He taughe that the Son of God was not sueseros, that
13, cceternally and confubflantially of the fame efience with
the father; but that ke was a creature, excellentindeed, and
faperior to all the angels in heaven. <

See 4;2:d’s Chronology, 8vo. Ryfénius’s. Abridgment of Tur-

reting’s Bod. Div. 4to.  Amfel, 1695, in the Catalogue of
Kerefies
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Herefies, at the end, p, 289. Scethe moft modernand popular
Defence of Arianifm, in the writings of Whifion and Dr. Clarke :
For the moit learned and folid refutation of 1t, fee Dr. Marryat’s
iLxalted Saviour, 1zmo; 1719.  Dr. Gillowthe Trinity, 1731.
Br. Guife on the Godhead “of - Chrift; 10 fermons, ¥719. Dr.
Oaven on the Perfon of Chrift, 4to, and his Vind. Fvang. 4to,
againtt Biddle, Lampe’s Synopfis Eccl: Hift. 8vo. 1726, ~ Boxr-
er’s Lives of the Popes, - vol. 1, 4to, 1750. Dr. Wateriand’s
Sermons on the Divinity of Chrift, 8vo, 1719, preached at Lady
Moyer’s le@ture; his firt Defence of “his Queries, 8vo, 17203
his fecond Defence, 8vo, 1722; his finifhing the Controverfy
with Emlyn, Clarke, aad Jackfon, 8vo, 't1724; his Importance
of the Dodtrine of the Trinity, 8vo, 1734. Dr. dbrabam Tay-
Jor’s Mafterly Book on the Trinity, Bvo. 1727, Fofepd Eve-
leigh’s Ten Demonftrations of the Godhead - of Chrift, 8va.
Fofeph Pike of Warminiter, on the Importance of the Trinity.
Fames Abbadie on the Deity of Chrift, publifhed by Abraliam
Booth, 12mo. ‘Dr. Mantor, on Chrift’s Erernal Exiftence.

BI1GOT,~A bigotis a man that hasa blind attachment to tyuth
.ot error, without ferious and impartial examination.

BIGOTRY —Ts a violent and exceflive fondnefs for 2 man’s own
fentiments, or ftanding up for this or the other fet of opinions,
with more conceit and eagernefs than the evidence, reafon,
and importance of them require. True zeal, is always, ac-
cording to knowledge, meafured by the moment of things,
and within due bounds; but bigotry is a difproportionate con-
cern to the weight of the matter, and to. the prejudice of
fomne other great truth. It is fuch a blind.and furious attach-
ment to any particular principle, or fet of principles, as dif-
pofes us to wifh ill to thofe perfoas who differ from u$ in judg-
ment. Simple Bigotry is the fpirit of perfecution without
the power. Perfecutionis no other than bigotry armed with
force and the {word, and carrying its ill-will into a&t.—Sce
%oj)x Reynolds’s Latin Epitaph on Bigotry, in Dr. Waus’s

ifcell. Thoughts, Mr. Fobn Mafon, on Bigouy, in his
Chriftian Morals, vel. z.

BLESS—To blefs God includes two ideas:
1. Torejoice in the happinels of God.
2. ‘To with that hishappinefs may coutinue to all eternizy.
See Dr, Watts, on blefling God, in his Guide to Prayer.

CHARITY .—Gofpel charity isa warm and hearty bent an
propenfity of the foul, towards a clofe and {weet union with
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all true Chriftians in the whole world, who agree with us
in the grand effentials of falvation, delighting to promote
their beit interefts, and rejoicing in the thought that we fhall
fee them eternally happy with us in the kingdom of the Son
of God.

Stratford, June 16, 1807,

175 be Continued.)

g

AN HINT TO LATE ATTENDANTS ON PUBLIC WORSHIP.

THE wife prophet Solomon, has faid, 4 aword fpoken in dus

Jeajon, hawr gond it is!* 1 had fome time fince, a pleafing proof of
the truth of the remark ; being in company with a few plain and

plousChriftians and that fweet paffage, Pfalm Ixxxiv. 10. being

mentioned, fbad ratber be a door-keeper ig th: b_oz;/t of my God,

than dwell in the tents of awickednefs ; one prefent made the

following obfervation; ¢« This proves the ardent love of Da-

vid’s heart for the tabernacles of his God, fo that he would be.
the firft to enter the door, and the lait to leave his cousts, as

the door-keeper muft neceffarily be there firft, to open the door,

and laft, to fhut it when the congregation were diimifled.”
1 was much ftruck with the fimplicity and propricty of the re-
mark ; but the pleafure was fpcn abated, by the recollection
that fo few among the multitude of profeffors, are like minded
with David’; and to thofe who fuftain the folemn charaéter of
ambaffadors for Chrift, it is very affe@ing to obferve how many
perfons, of wham better things might be expe&ed, enter the
courts of the Lord after the hymn is {ung, prayer offered, and
even after the text is named. With a view to thame fuch very
reprehenfible condu@®, permit me to relate an anecdote given
by 2 venerable minifter of the Gofpel. - « I kave ia my con-
gregation,” faid he, < a worthy aged woman, who has, for
maay years, been fo deafasnot to dittinguifh the loudeft found,
and yet fhe is always one of the firt in the meeting. On atking

the reafon of her conftant attendance, {as it was impoflible for
Ker to hear my voice) the an{wered, < Though I cannot hear
you, I come to God’s houfe, becaufe I love, and would be
found in his ways, and he gives me many a {fweet thought upon
the text when it is pointed out to me:—another reafon is, be-
caufe there I am in the beft company, in the more immediate
prefence of God, and amonght his Saiuts, the honourable of
the earth ; [ am not fatisfied with ferving God in private; it is
my duty and privilege to hopour him regularly and conftar.tly
in public—how then ought thofe to bluh awbo are bleffed awith
#beir bearing, and yet comein fo late”

PuirzMmon.
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MR. HERBERT PALMER’s LETTERS
{One of the Puritan Minifters]
70 4 DOUBTING CHRISTIAN.

Dated 1632,
CONTINUED FROM NO.XXI1, P. 414

MOST NOBLE AND VERTUOUS COTSIN,

OU fay you are indeed too idle in doing any thing. Tdonbt
you are not now a fitte judge of idlevefle. To fitte ER
and but talke, to ly a bed and {leepe, or not fleepe, hut flum-~
ber or reft your body (if your mind then turmoyle you not) is
not to be idle, while your empayred health requires it, or may
helpe to be repayred by it. I fpeake not as a friend {fo muck
{who may be partiall} butas God’s minifter ia his name. Yoar
bufinefle now is mainly to tend your health, and though vour
foule isnot to be negletted, bur A:ft and chiefly looked antes
yet it will not helpe that, if over much reading or thoughre
(which fpend more) fhzll hurt your health, your digeftion, yorz
reft, &c. If Ithouglt my writing would be acceffary to thac,
I durft not write a word more, though you fhould call me o
it againe and againe. But 1 hope this will helpe rather, with
all. Difcourfes though not of religion, are notidie words, ner
idlenefle. I would not have you reft till you knowe you are
Chrift’s, But underftand the words Reft, and kmowe aright.
You may knowe you are Chrift’s, and vet feele many affzulss
to doubrings; you may, and fhould difpute againit them;
and anfwere Satan and your owne cosruptions, that you cught
to believe Chrift to be your’s, and you will doe fo; and tast
gou have that wrought in you, which unbéelievers have mnor.
ut, alas ! fuch is our weaknefle, that ordinarily, of ail other
temptations, thefe fyery darts of doubtings falten ofteneft and
deepett upon our foules; fo that the Apcftie had reafon above
al] to call on us to take the thield of faith, whereby we might
and fhail quench all of them. We now, (and I too often, and
other Chriftians) when fuch temprations cffer themfelves, rather
throwe away our fheeld than hold it forth, asif any fuggeftion
againft our grace and faith mutt needs be true; fraighsway as
if defpaire or doubiing were no finne ; as if God were pleafed
that we {hould thinke him ever difpleafed, and ta hove done
nothing for us effedually. I cannot hinder temptations, but
by God’s grace, I will ever fight agaiaft them: and if it fhould
be poflible to beate my knowledge of faith out of head, yet by
‘his grace, never out of my hart, this refolution, that I will be
his, nor this thought out of my hart. -If I have never beleeved
ycts now L doe, and will for ever: I give up mylelfe nz‘\z :})t

I
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Chrift wholly, only as to my Savieur and Lotd, and though
he kill me (which is more than frowne, or turne his back, or
hide himfelfe, or anfwere not) I will truft in him, and obey
him. While [ doe or can doe thus, I knowe [am Chrift’s (fo
you may, for you fay the fame in effe@, thoughnot in words)
though fill affaulted with temptations. Againe, to rett, figni-
fyith a ceafing from endevour, or a being quiet in fpirit or
body. I would not have you reft from endevour to get the fal-
neffe of affyrance, the utmoft fuluefle that this life is capable of.
But you .ought in the meane tyme, after all the worke of grace
in you, and the promifes to you and for you, te reft quiet in
mind and {pirit, which may helpe to give health to your body,
notwithftanding that you ‘are ftill aflaulted. A.man may reft
though the wind rocks his very bed helyesin. A man may
reft fecure of health though fo ficke for the prefent as hart al-
moft can hold. This is the great grace of Faith, to beleeve
above and againft Hope, as did Abraham, not confidering Sa-
rah nor himfelfe, that is, though he had fuch thoughts, yet he
veelded not to them. Imitate him, fo fhall you be truly a
daughter of his, and bleffed with him, and lodge one day in
his bofome, ratherinto thofe armes of your Saviour, into which
you hLave caft your foule. The gracious Lord, who hath given
you his grace,” give you his {pirit to knowe what he hath done
for you, that you may tell it to others, and that wee may to-
gether for you, and with you, magnify his holy name, through
Jefus Chrift! He bleffes all naturall meanes for your body,
and make you and us thankful for every ftep towards both.

Thus I am ever your faithful kinfman and fervant,
HERBERT PALMER.

ORDINATION.

———

THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1801,

MR. WHITE was ordained Paftor of the Baptift Church.at
Athford, with whoin he had been preaching five months. He
was received as a member amongft them, by giving his expe-
rience. Service began at a quarter paft ten o’clock. Bro. Atkin-
fop read 1 Tim. iii. after which, fung part of Plalm 132,
Watis; Bro. Atkinfon then prayed. Bro. Giles delivered an In-

- trodu@ory Difcourfe,defcribing brielya Churck of Chriff, united
according to the order of the Gofpel. . Three things engaged
his attention :—1. Virtucl Union, previous to any other. By

. the word Church in feripture, we are fometimes to underftand
the univerial body of the Ele&, or the people of God in all
parts, and in- all ages of the world; Chnft gave him{;_ﬂf

A or
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for ks Church, the whele Chuarch. It is thus a Church before
it is fanétified and cleanfed ; and it is of the Church, in this
feafe of it, that Chnft is sbe Head.—2. Vital Union. That
union fubfitting between Chrift and his people muft not- only be
virtual, bat vital. This xmphes receiving from him hvmg R
him, and refing on him.—3. That there muit be /j; 54l Union
in a Church of JC(\A; Ch:ilt, congregated accmdmg tc the order
of the Golpel—this is the Charch gainft which the gates of
Hell fhall never prevail. Perfons mu.’c be united togecher by
muiazl conient ; the ftones and other materials, of which the
Temple of old was madc, did not conflitate a temple dll the
materials were put togeter ; ’tis not our eie&ion, our inter=f
in'the blood of Carid, or work of the Spisit, or baptifm.—kHe
intimated, that feven perfons appear to bz neceffary to the forma-
tion of 2 Chriftian Lhumh '{'sie manner in which the ma:erials
were put togetier in primitive times, we do not perfeéti ¥y know.
Paul cﬂ‘dvcd to join himfelf to the difciples, but how that was
dore, -is not pa.ticularly faid.

M. Giles next atked the vfual queftions.

Mr. White, prcvxous to the reaziag of his confeflion of faith,
gave the outline of his experience, noticing (ome \,t the motft
ditinguifhing circumBtances which led to mc foiemniues of that
day; “he hoovd he was called by grace nincteen years ago ; was
a member of Mr. Pdrlonss Church at Bath, and had been en-
courared to preach in an inticerant way. iz next read his
coifeffion of faith.—Mr. Kuote, in the v-zlplt, then prayed.—

M. Rowles gave the charge fxom 2 Tim. iv. v. De tbe awork
¢f an Evangeliff. He made a few oblervations, I. on the Cha-
Feder. Ev.m'rc“‘ls were p.tachers of the C;o*pel ; cf old, they
were abiftanss of the A 00‘. 5. The Apofilps ;fa« iz4 cnq"‘H'sh
and the Evungelifts o fet hwcrf in order, &c. They
“were not ftationary ’Vl.mi’.:r.rs at that time, but hzd authority to
adminifer thz c: :imm ce of Baptifm, an ordinance which may
be p\,.m"mnd cut of the Churel ; the ordinance of the Leoid’s
Supper 1s to be celebrated -"e Chuzch, by the Paftor.

il. He taen remaiked o0 44 And xi., o1 your per-
_/Ma[b\c..\, praver, read simoiy, aucho-
rity. i’em-, and importanee of ‘q{ atienticn to
thefe things f adby, G ar w z:tiqu work 3 rf'ad
a ‘xd ﬁ ady t‘"' > the woid; alf
2 --vi\l. Predch
. that Feionzs to
Pre:th the
of Chrf, and
znd tham with
( nrift’s i o nveriation s
4 bethou an exame v, 12, Con-
verfe frecly, and faithfully, and sflodiionacly \'f 4 youw peopiz.
-——-Dm‘ormxr 73 a2Im 0 mEnin i
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III. He proceeded t6 thow this work muft be dere : the work
confifts not 1n thinking. cr taiking about it: it fhould be done.
1ft. With integrity or faithfuinefs; 2d, with difcretion or pru-
dence ; 3d, with conflancy and perfeverance. As the Lord com-
manded Mofcs, fo did he, So dv you, my Brother; you mait
do vour work according to your mafter’s yule.” Though your
work- will be crowded with difiiculties from within and without;
from good men and bad men; yet perfevere. Alexander, we
are informed, never faid to any of his army—Go, foldiers; but
—~Come, {oldiers; himfelf went before.—Sung,

Mr. Purdy preached to the church from Ezek. xliii. tft claufe,
12th verfe Zhis is the law of the houfe. After the introduction,
he objerved, he fhould 1ft {peak of the law of the houfe re-
fpefting the MastERr ;—2d. The law of the houfe refpelting
thesr pasToRr ;—3d. The law of the houfe refpedting their
PUTY TO EACH OTHER. &c. &c,

It was intended that Mr. White fhould have reccived the
vight hand of fellowfhip, as there was no impofition of hands;
but this heing forgotten till this ftage of the bufinefs, Mr.
Purdy, the fenior paftor, in the name of the paflors prefent, gave
him theright hand of fellowthip, and welcomed him amoagft
them. Sung. Brother Atwood concluded in prayer. This
Churchis in 2 more profperous condition than it has been for
fome years paft. They are much united among them(zlves,
and fince Mr. White has been with them, he has baptized
eight perfons, feven of whom have joined the Church; and it
Yis hoped that the faces of others are towards the Temple.

STATE OF RELIGION IN VIRGINIA.

[Extra@ of a Letter.]

THE Epiftopalians are a very {mall {e@, and generally fond

of every vice, to which our abandoned age is prone;
ard their minifters ignorant of the leading doétrires of the
Gofpel.  Not long fince, it was faid, that there is bat
one cpifcopalian minifter who preaches experimentally in
the ftate, The greater part of thofe who call themfelves
epifcopalians, profefs republican principles; except the cler-
g5» who, for the moft part, are lefs friendly to liberty, At
prefent, the decline of this fe& is fo rapid, as to lead many
perfons to conclude, that the epifcopalian name will {oon be
extin& in Virginiz 3 and no longer be remembered ameng the
religious {efs within its boundary. : »

'Uhe Prefhyterians ave numerous in fome parts of Virginia, and
very refpedtable for their learning and piety. They have fome
amiable and fhining preachers of the Gofpel among them.

The Methodids, a few years paft, were very popular and in-
creafing 3 but they are now become a very fmall party, and are
almoftperpetually decreafing (exceptin a few places where they
have experienced revivals). Their church governmenst being a
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kind of ariftocracy, is generally difgufling to the well-infotm-
ed pa:t of the community, who ars mofly republicans. The
method fs in Virginia have lately divided into two parties: one
party &ill adhering ro their former plan of church government
{which is much the ttronged); and the other party have efta-
blithed a form of difciphne, fimilar to that of the baptifts in
Amcdrica: thele call themfelves Ropullican Methodifls; and a
few of them are msn of catholic and pious principles.

The Baptifts are vattly numerous, popular, and increafing
Here, and& have, according to the bzl information, upwards of
two handred conltituted churches wichin the State, 2nd above
one hundred and fifty ordained minifters, who are acknowledg-
ed to be the moft popalar and fuccefsful preachers within the.
ftate. They have had no general revival of religion amongft
fince the vear 1789 ; but every year, almoit, additions have been
confiderable in fome of their churches, and promifing young
men of talents hive been called to the chriffian minifry. I
fome places, inftances of this kind have been very remarkable,
In the county of Loufia, a few years paft, the Lord was pleafed
to call to the miniftry of the word a Mr, John Poindexter, clerk
of the court, under whofe labours two churches have been in-
creafed, by the addition of near two hundred members, and the
work of the Lord is ftill going on undér his miaiftry. In 1796,
a very remarkable revival of religion took place in Spotiylvania.
under the miniftry of Mr. Abfalom Wailer, who had beea juft
ordained paftor of the oldef church in that county, and was,
at the time of the revivals taking place, ftudying Latin at a
grammar-{chool in the fame county ; the circumftances of this
revival were as follow. About the middie of January an unex-
pefted vacation tock place in the fchool, in which time Mr.
“iailer propofed to fome of the members of his church the fet-
nug up of prayer meetings; and accordingly weekly praver
meetings were appointed. At thele the gatherings were very
{mall atfirft; but at length {everal awakenings took place, and
the congregation increafed abundautly; many became very fe-
rious, and the Lord blefled the meetings to the converfion of
fouls. By the fummer of the year, about eighty had profeffed
Chrift ; among the pumber of whom, Mr. Waller had comfort-
able hopes of the” téacher of the grammar-fchool as one; a
young man of confiderable genius. The greatelt part of the
converts were young people, the delcendants of epifcopalian
pareats. - Abfalom Waller was received into the Baptiit connec-
tion in the year 1787, at the age of fifteen years, and begun to
preach in 1794. In about four years he bapiized nearly one
hundred and fifty perfons. A very great work of religion is go-
ing on among the Baptifls in the county of Mathews.

All the religious focieties in Virginia enjoy fulk Ybertv, aed
prote&ion, and are intitled to free and cgual privileges; their

Qo2 MESRETS
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members being eligible to all places of honour 2nd profit under
the government,

¥eutucky {tates is inhabited by varous religions denomina~
tions, among whom tlie Baptifts are the moft numerous; they
are divided into *wo partizs, General and Particular Daptifts*.—
The Genera! Baptiils have declined, by embracing univerfalian
principles, until they are reduced to a very fmail party. The
Particular Baptift have ever been abundangy the mott nume-
rous, bu* experienced a cold time in religion, for feveyal years
palt, until the year 1797 ; when a gentleman in Kentucky wrote
thus to his filend in Virgigia :—< The Lord hes granted us a
¢ revival in this part of Kentucky, where I live; I blefs God
I have the world under my feet, and am at meeting feveral
days ia every week ; {everal hundred have been baptized, z2nd
1 hope the work of the Loid is ftill going on.”
In Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina, a2 num-
a number of Baptift churches have been lately planted, and I am
informed that ey are a very numerous and leading f{ociety in

a

.
€«

€

th:fz ftates.  In point of numbers, the Prefbyterians are the next
in order, and tiie Epifcopzlians next. The methodiits have
fajlen off much in Georgia ‘and’ South Carolina, where there
are very few remaining ; ia iNorth Carolina they are more nu-
merous, but in Maryland they are 2 vait body ; there, itis faid,
lies their great firength,

From the beft information, I judge tie Baptifls in Virginia
are between twenty and thirty thoufund, and thofe who are con-
formable to Baptift worthip, atleail fix times the number of thofe
in communion.

Deifm, abcat a year pait, appeared to gain gréund in Virgi-
nia, but the debauched lives of thofe who embraced it, have
fank the Deifts and their tenets into difgrace; in a word, I be-
lieve it is lofing ground even amongft unbelievers themfelves.

Fune 1, 1798.

— —

PERIODICAL ACCOUNTS,
Relative to the Bapt:} Miffienary Society,
No. V1L price 14,

This firf Number of a fecond Volume 6f the Periodical Ac-
counts, publithed a few days fince, will, we doubt not, be
highly graiifying to all who fincerely pray for the extenfion
of the Redeerer’s kingdom in foreign laads. It contains a pre-
face—journals of the Miffionaries during the voyage—accoumt
of the mifjon from April 1799, to September 18co—extratts
of journals—DNMir. Grant’s letter to his father—accounts of the
death cf Mr. Grant—and of the removal of the miffion to " Se-

2 Clenersl Paptifts are called Separates, and the Particular Baptifts,




PERIODICAL ACCOUNTS. sca

rampore—letter from the Miflionaries to Captain Wickes, and
to the fociety—letters from Meflrs. Carey, Thomas, Brunfdon.
For{yth, (the Pzedobaptift Miffionary) Marfhman, and Ward—
2 defcrintion of the Quadrupeds of Bengal—an account of the
death of Mr. Fountain, &c. {copied from No. XXII. of the Bap-
tilt Regifler)=-an appendix, with the ftate of accounts, by which
it appears that the Society has in hand a balance of 2292/ 14«
334

Thefemages would furnith us with many interefting extrafls,
none of Which can be made without ferving the interefts of the
Society, and promoting the circulation of the pamphlet, fiom
which they are made.— The following, however, may {fuffice.

BENGALLEE SCRIPTURES, &C.

May 18, 1800. ¢ Thisday brother Carey took an impref-
on at the press, of the fiift page in Matthew.

< May 16, 1800. This week we have begun to print the
firft fect of the INew Teftament. We priat 2000 copies, of
whick 1700 are on Patna paper, and 3co0 on Englih.  We allo
peiat 5oo of Matthew, to give away immediately.

« Aug. 15, HMatthew, Mark, and a great part of Luke are
printed oif 5 and the utmoft diligence is employed in completing
the wiole New Teflamient. . By the end of May, 1801, we,
hope to have it pubiifhed. To the oo additional copies of
Matthew, for immediate difiribution, ace annexed fome of the
meft remarkable prophecics in the Cld Teltement, reipe@ing
Chrit. Thefe are now diftribating, togsther with copies of
feveral Evangelical Hymns, and a very earneft and pertinent
addrefs to the natives, relpeiting the Gofpel. It was written
Ly Ram Bofhoo, and contains a hundred lines in Bengalice verfe.
We hear that thefe papers are read wwith mach atzeotion; and
that apprehenfions are rifing in the minds of the Brimmbans,
whereanto thefe things may grow. A {ubleription has been
opened for the Bible, at whiviy-two rupees, and near fifty co-
pies are fubferibed for.

“ Mr. Carey was thea alo ¢¢ tranflating the addrels of dear

brother Pearce to the Lafcars.* 3 and intended to do the fume

with Dr. Ryland’ smce, intitled A Mefage from God anto thee”
SERAMPORE.

Jan. 6, 1800. MR Carey writes— Iam now removing
from Mudnabatty to @Bampere, with my whole family and ei-
felts, in company with brother Ward. The pleafure we felt
on receiving the account of fuch a goodly number of Miffionaries
having arrived fafe in this country, was great indeed, bur it
was foon checked by their rot being permitted to join us.  All
our friends, therefore, thought it beft for us to feiie 2t Seram-
pore. Several circumitances united to piefs this meafure upcn

uss

* See itin No. XXIII, of the Baptift Regiiter, p. 435, Epivom
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us, particularly the failare of the indigo coops laft year at Mud-
nabatry, which iffued in the relinqu.fhment of that factory,
together with the removal of the wurthy owner (who had been
our fteady friend and patron) to Calcutra,

MALDA,~—THE OLD SITUATION.

¢« You will eaquire whar is become of thote natives, con-
cerning whom fome hopes have bzen entertained? What is be-
come of the rifing intereft at Dinagepore ? And is 2ll preaching
given up at Malda ? Is the [chool ditfolved, and are all the fruits
of five years relinquifhed at oncs? I anfwer, None bat myfelf
can tell the confliét and the exercifes of my mind on this trying
event; but neceffity has no law, Our refources are too fmall to
permit us to live feparately, and the work of printing the Bible
requires my infpefrion. I hope well of Sookman and of Hurry
Charron. The very laft converf®ions [ had with them gave
me mach eacouragement. Our labourgiat Dinagepore have
not been in vain. The Chriftians alfoin the neighbourhood of
Malda pleafe me much. We hope to vifit thele places ence or
twice in the year. The School at Mudnabatty is neceflurily re-
hinguithed, though net till we have the pleafure of knowing
that about fifty lads have been taught to read and write, who
would otherwife have known nothing. 'The name and do&rines
of Chrift are known by many, fo that 2 foundacdion is laid for
our future efforts to become effedtual.”

« The renting of 2 houfe or houfes would ruin us, We
hoped, therefore, to have been able to purchafe land, and build
mat houfes upon it, but we can get none properly fituated We
have, in confequence, purchafed of the Goverior’s nephew, a
large houfe in the midadic of the town, fir 6,000 rapees, or
about 800 /. the rent in four years would have amcunted to the
purchafe. It coniitts of a {pacious portico and hall, with two
rooms on each fide. Rather more to the front, are two rooms
feparate, and on one fide is a fore-hcufe, feparatz alio, which
will make a printing-office. It flands by the river fide, upon
a pretty large piece of ground, walled round, with 2 gardenat
the bottom, and in themiddlea fine pool of water. The price
zlarmed vs, but we had no alternative; atg we hope this will
form a comfortable Miffionary fettlementmmmseiny near to Cal-
cutza, itis of the urmoft importance to:n M fchool, our prefs,
and our conneétions with England.”

: COROMANDEL.

Mr. Carey. I havg lately obtained from a wery re-
fpectable correfpondent, fome farther information concerning
the Miflionaries on the coaft of Coromandel. At Fepary, are
Mr. Gerricke and Mr. Paezold. At Tranguebar zre the Rev.
Dr. Jokn ard Rolter, and Mr. Caemerer. The Mifiionary at Tri-
chinogoly, is Mr. Poble; and, at Zanjore, are Meffrs. Rohfhoffe,
Jaenicke, and Holtzberg.”
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ORIGINAL POETRY,;

AN HYMN,

By the Rev. Mr. jowmmpepnoms, of Briftel;
father of the late Rev. B. Bennoue, of
Pourton on the Water, in Glouceiterfhire.

Pary I,
THE COMPLAINT,

TITH grief I am oppreft
\\g &( Mngod come cafe f#¥ finart ;
For nere I have go rett,
1'm wounded at the heart.
O. wo is e
That 1 was born
'To be forlorn,
And fadly lefe.

Comfort my foul hath none,
But forrow doth it feize;
1 grieve, and figh, and groan,
And here T have no cale,
‘What fhall § do?
I thee pursue,
My Gon, anew}
But cannot find.

Part 1L
THE CAUSE OF THE COMPLAINT.

My fleth is fo corrupt,
My fins fo many are,
My prayers are fo abrupt,
My foul's more black than fair.
Where thall 1 go?
There's nene below
My forrows know,
Puc thou zlone.

My encmies are firong,
And fubtilty employ;
How numerous the throng
That would my foul de.iroy!
Where thall I flce
Bur, Lorp, to thee?
Come, vifit me—
Gne look of Love.

Refrefhment here 1 want,
The defert, Lonrp, isdrys
y'Le waters here are fcant,
And hence I groan and crj-:
Re like the roe,
Relieve my woe
I am below
Thy mercy ieat.

Part 1L
THE RELIEPR.
Had I a dove-.ike wing,
Then would 1 tike my Hight
Above, where Angels fiug,
In that tranfcendant light ¥
1d drop this clay,
Mor longer fayj;
Sick of delay
And curfed (in.

O come the blifsful day
When 1 fhall be at reft !
For this I'll figh, and pray
To be among the bleft,
There | may fing
Unto iny King, .
And mazke Heav'n ring
With praiies high,
There fhall T figh no more,
Nor fcel the {fmarting rod,
‘When | am fafe on thore
Aud lauded with my Gon;
With CHrrisT to be
Erernally,
His face to fee
And love Lin mere,

Dull hours roll on apace,
| long ro beat land
To fce my Savisue's fuce
Run down my lina’ring fand.
Muke no celey,
Fice 1att away,
I leng for duy
And beams civine.
-
A PARODY.

N\ T OW the heams of gotpel day
N Mines of u knowu wealth difplay,
Com: wit" me, O come and fce

huic the lacred esfes be;

Follow me, and we will go
w here {prings of joy ever flowm
Joy ever flow ; follow, foliow, follow me,
Follow, fotlow, follow me,
Come, behold what treafures lie,

Far zhove the roiling {pheres,
Riches nid from moripl eve:

rafe from daugers, e from fears;
Ebhing comiorts here belew
Nead of better bleffings fhow,
In thofe fickis of heavenly day
Death and forrow are away.

Pollow me, &c. V——  Gaspbrr.
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CHRIST OUR KING,
A NOELE theme demands our fong,
"\ The triumphs of our King :
ﬁay facred joy each note prolong,
And love attune the firing.
Let haughty idonarchs make their hoalt
Of vi& ries they obrain,
Lead on to war th embuttled hefl
And giory in the flain :
Qur Sov'reign comes with fmiling fate,
He heads no favith bands;
To trzitors offers termgof peace,
Witn pardon in his Rands.
J=sus his conqusfls far execl
What mortals ¢re have done 3
He fingly vanquith'd death and hell,
Immortal glory won.
Dear Saviour, Yo thy gentle fway
Our wiliing hearts we yicld:
Teach us thy ftatutes to obey,
Be thou our fun and fhicld.

Come, mighty Prince, from heav’n defcend,
Difplay thy hand divine :
Come, make the necks of sebels bend,
Yor, Logp, the power isthine.
B el gV Y o N
THE CHRISTIAN'S ENTRANCE
INTO HEAVEN.
\ ND have I dropt my cumb’rous clay,
%\ And left, indced, earth’s dark abode !
Is this the world of endlefs day,
‘Lhe kingdom of my Savivur Gop!

Yes. there he fits with glory crown’d,

High on his-bright imperial throne,
The golden harps his praile relound,

In firains to mortal cars unknown,
In him I fee the Gonsrap now,

In all its fullnefs tand confeft,
While at his fect Archangels bow,

And peace and joy il every breaft,
On me ke looks with {niil=s of love,

Such s, on carth, Iuever knew ;
Weic.nies rae to his covrts ahove,

And crowns my iicad with glory too.
Amazing grace ! how cun it be,

That ese fo vile as I have heen
Should chusthe fLowkp or Grory fee,

And thus de fav’a fromall my lia !
I, thot {o 6t his {pirie griev'd,

So oft rehe aluit his word, —
That fcarce hi: Jnl love bediev'd,

And often dur’d his vengeful fword !

Db, glerious place! but here Jem.
What Rate, orawgsld, can cqual thiss
Al hail, thou wnceBear Lieedinig Lamb,
“I'hou hait redeem’d my {oud to blifs,
*T'was, while on carth, my higheft joy
Ta fes thy mildir beauties fhine 3
To do thy will my fiveer employ,
£ied praiic thy name in fengs divine !

Yet there but talting of thy

KEere tae fuil lufize of

race,
How faint the joy, praife how pocr!
face
I e with raprure sud adore !
D i

THE ENQUIRING SCUL.

\’)T"I—IliRE beneath heaven’s fpreauing
IS

Whofz big for:

azure
Ercathes the hopelefs wresch like me,
ows knaw no mesiure,

And no witl:'d ccfijjiPn fee !

Sip’s detefted venom {preading,

Pains my haplefs, ruin'd foul;

Al the waves of woe i'm dreading,

Can ¥ may I, leathfo.re, wounded,

QO’cr my mind in torsonzs reli

Tyre thele guilty eyes to heaven,—

Ht;;b?ws wretched and confounded,

eabmgawill to me be given?

Weary is my tongue with crying,

Furrow'd ismy cheek with tears,

Burfting is my heart with fighing 3

Yet no healing hand appears.

Isthere, then, no balm in Gilead

For a dying finner found ?

Wereno healing drops ¢ er fpilled

‘That car ftanch my {freaming wound ?

Is no kind phyfician ready

To extraét the burring dart ?

Cananot his bleft hand remedy

All that gils a broken heart ?

On my mifery, bleft };hyﬂci:h,

Turn thy kind relenting eye,

“Nor rcjedt with fiein derifion

Cue tiz to tisy crofs would fly.
Mr. Norsiax, who died a2 Diy
D gt el g o

LINES

suth,

Spoken by fomﬁ af the Scholars cducated at

the Admmuwm for t-aching the Drar and
Dvsmmmmz 15 wey of the Pear, at the Ane
vivasemmmmh id at the London Tavern, on
Ry of 2pril 1for.

R tce 1s bue {audt’ring and low;
‘\) y accents uncenihi to the ears

; t pray you tu fhew
Toa fpeaker who rever could hear.,

The feelings that glow in my heart,

T woudd ¢ cf d!

Yes: larely in Glence U i

My tenzae fcebly aims to exprefs 5
g jeys you impart—
The reticf you allord t divrels!

A
No langweyge or ftience Lhnew @

Yet in‘tiudtion hath apen’d ray mind,

A fiied and therifh’d by you.

May the patrovs, who give me to know

The jourse whenee all blefiings arife,

Rezeive what His hand can beflow,

Who created the carth 20é the fkies !
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DR. WATTS'S CHURCH.

[The Charch Book, from which the fubfequent pages are
taken, begins with the 1ift of members as given in Z%e Re-
gijter, No.'XXIIL. Pagé 448. The minutes of the Church
Meetings, in Dr. WarTs’s hand writing, are introduced
as follows.]

Recordyof the Tranfactions of the C/?Wt/]b;f Chrift, now af-
ﬁmbélz’r}g at Dr. CLARK’{HM/} in arl-]mﬁ in Lanf-
don 5 which was formerly under the Care-of the Rev, Mr.
Joseru CaryL (who gathered it in the Year 16....
and fince, of the Rev. Dr. Joun Owen, Mr. Davip
CrLarksoN, Jr. Isaac LoeFrs, and lately of Dr.
Isaac Crauncy.

Note.~The Tranfaftions and Affairs of this Church have not

been kept in Writing for thefe many Years.

MONDAY, APRIL 2I, I70I.
T a church-meeting, the Rev. Mr. Berman was de-
fired to take the chair,

Refolved, That the proceedings of this church be taken
in writing*, v

Refolved, That the Rev. Dr. Ifaac Chaurcy, having
apointed a church meeting laft Tuefday, Apnl 1g, and
there; in the moft folemn manrer, having laid down the
office of teaching elder, or paftor, which he had held
many years in this church—we believe and agree, that
we are deftitute of a mirifterial officer.

APRIL 28.

Refolved, That the deacons take care to providean able.
minifter to preach.in this church every Lord’s day after-
noon ;3 Mr. Wamslibreaching with us in the forenoon, as
‘he has done the{@@years paft and more,

.S

Refolved, ThattH@church take into confideration whe-
ther Mr. Watts be a fit perfon to be called to the paf~
tora] office amongft us. ‘

JUNE Q.

Mr. Watts went into the country for the recovery of
his health. :

* We propofe to give fome of the moft interefting articles.—EprToz.
AUGUsT, 18or1, PP SEPT.
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SEPTEMBER 7.

M. Iaac Watts, being under continued indifpofitions of
body and weaknefs in the country, and having given us
but little encouragement to expeét his return among us,
Refoived, That Mr. Thomas Bradbury, of Newcatlle-
upon-Tyne, having preached once amongft us to our great
fatisfaction, and given us fome hintsof%xis unfettled ftate
at Newcaftle, be invited to exercife his gifts among us, for
fome time, if he remove thence.

By feveral letters which pafled between Mr. Bradbury
and the church, 1t was underftood that they could not de-
pend ypon his coming,

SEFTEMEER 21,

Refolved, That the church keep a day of fafting and
prayer, on Friday, the roth of O&tober next, for the
reftoration of Mr. Watts’s health, for the provifion of a
paftor, for divine direction in this affair, asthey had alfo
done before in Auguft, though not fet down in the res
cords of the church.

NOVEMBER 1.
~ Mr, Watts came again to London, in fome meafure 6f
healtK; reftored, as we hope, unto the fervent prayers of
this church ; and was enabled to begin his work of preach-
ing amongt us again, Nov. 23, to our great joy and en-
couragement,
JANUARY 14, I70I—~2.

A day of fafting and prayer was kept by the church,
that they might humble their fouls before God, and defire
the divine direction and bleffing in their choice and call of
a paftor; and when feveral of the brethren had fought God
in prayer, they all with one confent agreed to call Mrs
Tfaac Watts to that office amongft them and deputed four
brethren to carry the meflage to him #he next day, which
they did: and Mr. Watts urged thene g fix on one who
might more conftantly preach amon@lt them, viz. twice
a day, which his health would not permit himto do; and
made many otheér objections, which were in fome meafure
anfwered : and then he defired time to confider, and toafk
counfel of God and of his friends,

JANUARY 18.

Refolved, at Mr. Watts’s earneft defire, that all the
brethren of the church that were not prefent at the time
of his call to the paftoral office, and that ufually attend
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the ordinances in the church,be defired by the deacons or
other members, to give their confent or diffent in this
matter ; which was done, and the report made to Mr.
Watts was this, viz. that all, except two or three, joins
ed heartily and actively in giving a call to Mr. Watts,
and the others alfo fincerely acknowledged they acquiefced
in the vote and act of the churchy though; for particular
reafons, they did not appear that day to join in the folemn
call. And ‘efpecially their late Reverend paftor, Dr.
Chauncy, and their Reverend brother, Mr. Terry, who
had formerly preached amongft them, encouraged and de-
fired Mr.- Watts to accept the call; and the Reverend Mr.
Berman heartily profefled he had no other objection but
Mr, Watts’s weaknefs of body.

Upon which report Mr. Watts took the matter into
further confideration; and infifted upon feveral objeQions
from his remaining weaknefs of body. ‘

: FEBRUARY 8.

Mr. Watts delivered a letter to the church with fome
articles of church-difcipline, declaring his fentiments
therein as a foundation of future peace and mutual fatis-
fa&tion, if God fhould remove. all other difficulties that
lay in his way, and incline his beart toaccept the call.

‘The letter is as follows :

TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST,
ASSEMBLED AT MARK-LANE, FEB. 8th, 1701-2.

ey

Beloved in onr Lord,

WHEN you firft called me to minifter the word
of God among you, I took the freedom to acquaint
you, that in the chief doftrines of Chriftianity I was of
the fame mind witk your former reverend paftor, Dr.
John Owen, who being dead, yet fpeaketh. Andlhave
been glad to find, by three years experience, that you re~
tained the fame principles that he preached among you.~=
Now, fince through your great affeGtion, and unreferved re-
{pect to me, you have thoughtfit to call me to the great and
folemn office of a paftor, I cannot but take the fame free-
dom to hope that you are of one mind with him in
chief points of church difcipline 3 though I call

’ Pp2 ~aditer
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‘mafter upon earth, nor confine my belief to the judgment
of another, vet, I cannot but ewn, that in the fludy of
Gofpel order I have found much light and affiftance from
his works, and from. thofe of your late reverend paftor,
Dr. Ifaac Chauncy ; but being defired by you to give
fome hints of my principles in wriding, in order to future
fatisfattion and continuance of peace and love (if the Lord
thall fix me with you) I have here briefly written a
few things, whereby you may difcover fomewhat of my
knowledge in the mind and will of Chrift, concérning his
Churches. . :

. 1. I believe that Jefus Chrift, the King of Saints,
has given command and power to his Saints to form them~
felves into Spiritual Societies and Corporations, for his
public %{ory and their own edification.

.-2. That every fuch fociety of Saints covenanting to
walk with God and one another, in all the rules and in-
ftitutions of the Gofpel, isa Church of Chrift.

* 3. That every fuch Church has power to increafe. its
own number by the addition of members, or to purge it-
{elf of corrupt members, before it be organized and made
complete by having fixed officers among them.

4. That this Society of Saints ought to look on them-
felves more nearly united ana related to one another, than
to other Chriftians ; and confequently to pray with and
for esch other, to vifit one another, to exhort, comfort,
and aflift one another, and maintain fuch a love to and
communion with each other, as that they may look
likg fellow members of the fame body, both vifible and
invifible. -~ "~ - '

5. Though the members of fuch an incomplete Church,
before any paftor is {¢itled among- them, may pray -to-
gether, -and- exhort one another, yet this Church has
‘not power in itfelf to adminifter all ordinances amongft
them. But when they have chofen a proper officer. to be
over them, and to minifter unto them in the Lord; and
when he is ordained by their public call, his public ac-
ceptance, and by folemn feparation of him to that work,
by fafting and prayer, then unto that officer is this power
committed.

6. It follows thence, that though the paftor be named
and-chofen to this office by the people, yet his commiflion
-and power to adminifter all divine ordinances is not de-
rived from the people, for they had not this power in

themielves,
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“themfelves, but it proceeds from our Lord Jelus Chrift,
who is the only King of his Church, and the principal of
all power; and he has’ appointed in his word, that the
call of his Church. and folemn ordination, . fhall be the
mecans whereby his minifters are inveited with this au-
thority. o N EE
7. That in the ordination of a paftor to a particular
Church, our Lord Chrift, as the fupreme Governer and
Head of his Church; fets him in an office of fpiritual rule
over a willing peoplé, who freely commit- thzmielves
unto his care, even as Chrift alfo, in and by his word and
hisprovidence now commits them untohis care and charge,
of which he muft give an account. ‘ S
8. Hence it follows, that paftoral as, fuch as teach~
ing, feeding, guiding, and overfeeing the flock § exhort-
ing, reproving, and comforting them, are not performed
in the name of the people, but in the name, ftead, and
place of Chrift, by:the paftor, as his reprefentative in
that Church, and as his embafiador to it. .As a fhépherd
in ruling, leading, and feeding his flock, atts not in ths
name of the fheep, but in the name and placé of him that
owns them, and that has .committed themn unto his care;
and therefore thofe paftoral alts are to be received by the
people, s clothed with the authority of our Lord Jefus,
1o far as they agree with his mind and-will; according
to thofe Scriptures, 2. Cor. v, 20.- Now then we are em-
baffadors for Chrift, as though God did befeech you &y us, we.
pray youn Chriff’'s fiead, be ye recanciled to God.—John xiii,
20, He.that receiveth whomforuer I Jend, receiveth me:—
And this regard is alfo due to fuch acts of the paftor from
every member, becaufe they have given themfelves up ta
him in the Lord. o e o - :
9. Yet Ibelieve, that even with regard to thefe paf-
toral aéts,Chrift has given to his Churches,fo far 2 judge-
ment of difcretion, that they are not bound to fubmit' en--
tirely to the government of the paftor, unlefs he approve
himfelf therein to act according. to the mind-and will of
Chrift in his word ; ‘and it is the neglect of this eonfider-
ation, that has brought in that unbounded authority, and
ufurped dominion of the priefts, and that imsplicit faicth and
blind abedience of the people in the Anti-chriftian Church.
10. I believe alfo, that in zll thofe other exercifes” of
Church order, which are not ‘merely alts of the paffor,
zut alfoadls of the Church, fuch as receiving and cafting
Pp3 ; vut
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out members, appointing places of ftated, or eccafional
worthip, {etting apart days of prayer and times for church
meetings, a paftor ought to do nothing without the con-
fent of the peaple.. And though the whole office of a paf-
_tor herein lies not merely in declaring the mind or confent
of the Church, yet thisis part of that bufinefs and fervice
that he oweth to the Church.

11, That in the admiffion of members into the Church,
it is néceflary that the people be well fatisfied with the
perfon they receive into their fellowfhip, as weHN as the
paftor to receive him under his care; and that the Church
has liberty to make objeltions if they are diflatisfied with
his fitnefs for Church communion ; nor can the paftor re-
ceive in.any member, ‘or caft out any one, contrary to the
mind of the people, or, without their aétual free confent,

12. I believe that .when the paftor admits a member
upon the profeffion of his faith and hopé, and the fatisfac-
tion of the Church, he doth in the name of our Lord Jefus
Chrif?, and by the confent of the Church, receive him
into fellowfhip with Chrift, and with that Church, in all
Gofpel privileges and Gofpel ordinances,

13. The duties of a paftor are chiefly. fuch as thefe-s
preaching and labouring in the word and doétrinej; praying
earneftly for his flock in public and private ; adminifter-
ing the {eals of the covenant of grace, baptifm and the
Lord’s Supper; being inftant in feafon and out of feafon
teaching, exhorting, comforting, and rebuking with all
long fuffering, anddo&rine; contending for, and preferving
the truth; approving himfelfan example to the flock ; vi-
fiting the fick and the poor, praying with them, and tak-
ing care of them ; making inquiry.into the ftate of his
flock, efpecially as to fpiritual affairs, endeavouring to
ftir up, and promote religion in their houfeholds and fa-
milies; and Iabouring, by all means :and methods of
Chrift’s appointment, to further their faith and holinefs,
their comfort and their increafe,” And it is the duty of the
people to attend upon his miniftrations ; to pray for
him ; to encourage and fupport him ; and, whereinfoever
he a&ls according to the will of Chrift, to receive him
with all due regard,

14. That it is the proper bufinefs of the paftor alfo, to
prefent perfons and cafes to the Church, and to afk the
votes ar confent of the Church, as one that is fet to go
befpre the flock, except when he is necefiitated to befab-

ens
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fent, or through any indifpofitions incapable. when pre-
fent; or where the paftor himfelfis fo far concerned in
the cale to be propofed, as may render it improper for
Lim to propofe it. o

15. For the better performance of all thofe things, and
by reafon of the various neceffities of a Church, other
officers are alfo appointed by Chrift, of feveral names in
Scripture, efpecially for churches where the membees
grow numerous ; all whofe bufinefs is to afliit the paftor
in thofe affairs which cannot fo fully be managed by him.-.
felf alone; each ofjthem ading according to their placz,
office, and bufinefs, which the Lord has appointed them
unto inhis word, ,

Lafly, That in the management of every affair in the
Church, there ought to be a fpirit of gentlenels, meek~
nefs, lowlinefs, love, affetion, and tendernefs, both in
the paftorand people, towards each other; for Jefus, the,
great thepherd of his Church, was moft humble and com-
paflionate, moft gentle and meek ; and his Saints are called
his Theep from their like difpofitions; and that the edifi-
cation of the Church being one great end for which
Chrift has given this office to his minifters, all lefler con-
cerns and differences ought to be managed with a con-
tinual - regard to this great-end, and for the public honour
of Chrift in his Churches,

Thus I have given a fhort-azcount of fome ofthe chief
principles of Gofpel order. " If I am fo unhappy inany
of my expreffions as to be obfcure, and want exphining,
1 am ready at any time, to declafe my meaning; and alfa
to give the reafons of my judgment in any of the foré-
going articles ; fhewing that they not only agree withthe
Judgment of your reverend pafidts aforenamed, but which
‘18 more confiderable, that they are all,in my apprehenfion,
fuirable-to the will of Chrift concerning ‘churcheés and-
paftors, revealed in his word. :

Chriftian friends, dearly beloved, I 'carnot But tell
you, that while I'have been writing thofe articles, elpe-
cially the 7th, 8th,and 13th, I fhrink at the very thought
of your-call of me to fo weighty an office in thg Church
of Chrift. And I find fuch difcouragements from the aw-
fulnefs and greatnefs of the work, that makes me cry out
feclingly, Who is fufficient for thefe things A—and this
inclines me ftill to fufpend my anfwer, .and torenew my
requefts to you (though often in vain renewpd) of quit-

PP 4 tng
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ting all thoughts of me, and choofing ‘pne whofe gifts,

graces, and abilities, may be more capable of difcharging

fo vaft a truft, and filling; up the duties of fo facred an
office.

Your’s in the fervice of the Gofpel,

, . Is. WaTTs.

LETTER OF DR. JOSEPH SIENNETT,
yA,'erR’ OF THE LATE DR. SAMUEL STENNETT.

——

London, March 22, 1750.

REV. §IR,

Y.OU may well wonder that your very kind letter has re-
mained fo long unanfwered ; but the chief redfons have
been a long iffnefs, which has confined Dr. Lawrence for many
weeks, and whom it was proper for me to confult on animport-
ant affair contained in yours; and then an afliGtion I have been
undér mzrelf' for fome time, having been almoft difabled from
writing by a violent rheumatic pain in my right arm. “Through
‘mercy, Dr. Lawrence is in 2 good meafure reftored, and I am
myfelf much better. - I' have converfed- with "him about the
fountain youfpeak of, and I believe one of . the fireams will run
your way about May or June next. However, nothing on my
part fhall be wanting that it may do fo.- I.am fenfible, 1 fome
meafpre, how it is inthe Weft, and what pains you have taken
t6 promote the beft intereft inthe world (though I greatly fear
a dyihg intereft there), I with your heart may be yet encou-
vaged, and Iam fure we thovld do all we can here to ftyengthen
your. hands, that you may be able to comfort thofe ‘who ftand
up for the truth in this fad day. :

We have great reafon tomourn as well as you, for the declen-
fions we fee round about ws. Taylor’s Scripture dorine, as he
calls it, -of aremeiment, is a recentevidence to what lengths men
are yunping. ‘ Though, to fay the truth, [think it is almoft as
weak a bock, asitis corrupt, Bifhop Leighton’s Paraphrafes,
have, Ibelieve, pleafed all good men among us. 'The Bifhop
of London pot long fince told me, that though he withed a re-
gulation of the public ‘ecclefiaftical Conftitation, and that
many things greatly wanted mending ; yet the method propefed
would not lo; and the event thewsit: for the matter feems to
be. buried aiready, and'I believe it is beft of allit is fo; for I
am wel] perfuaded many of the perfons concerned, aimed chief-
ly at expunging the principal dotrines of Chriftianity out of
the rituzl, :\nd finking them, if poffible, in their new verfion of
the Bible.  T1-tcld hislordfhip, indeed, that'I more than ever
faw the ufefiglnels of the book of Common Prayes; for, con-

fidering
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fidering how little the Scriptures are read by the common peo-
ple,~and how little the Gofpel is preached by the clergy, if it
were not for what is faid of Chrift in thé Prayer-book, multi~
tudes would forget there was any fuch perfon. He heartily
joined in my oblervation, -and tcld me he lately heard @ fermon
by an eminent preacher, who feemed to labour to keep the
name of Chrift out of it. - For my~ part, adds he, my time is
now fhort, and therefore my charge to all my clergy isfhort too 3
I fay to ali of them that come to e, fee 207t that you preack
Fefus -Chriff—Den’t J)r;'ac.b Seneca nor Plato, but preach Tefus
Cheifp,

1 fave done what I could in the affair of Breflan.  The very
worthy and Reverend Mr. Chriftian Lewis Fienne, their mef-
fenger and agent, dined with me twice, and I had great plea-
fure in his converfation. The bifhops plainly rejeéted their
cafe, as they werg Prebyterians.

I'fpent three .afterngons in the gallery of the Houle of Com-
mons within this fortnight, to hear the debates reldting' to the
abufe of {piritaous liquors ; where fuch things were faid relat.
ing to the neceffity of fome vigorous fteps, in order to reform
the horrible public wickednefs that grows at fuch a rate among
us, and thele things.were. faid by fome of the greateft men ia
the houfe, and in the- adminiftration, as well as~ others, that I
am not withant.hopes fomething will -be done in earnett. .

You 'will hear before this comes: to your hand, of the awful
firoke of Providence upon usin the death of the Priace of Wales,
who died on Wednef(day night of a pleuretic fever, after we
hoped all the danger was over. It has affedted his Majefty
much,:and..{pread an awful apprebenfion among all thinizing
men. What. the confequence; will be, the Great Governor of
the World only knows,—"Tis ouy mercy that he reigns, that we
may truftin-him, and-may prayto him. O that we had but
hearts to do fo as we'thould, and all would be well ! _

Iam much obliged to you for. the friendly notice you take of
the favourable. Providence that has direfted the alteration of my
condition, } have great seafon todefire a.fhare in your prayers,
that Imay be kept thankful and humble, and may be rendered
more ufeful. -When I have begged that my delay of writing
may not hinder the continuance of a correfpondence fo happily
revived, my paper obliges me to (ay . Manum de Tubula allo,
and affure youthat I am

" Your meft obedient and affeticnate humble fervant,
Jaserpn STENNETT.

P. S, Iam glad to hear Mr. Joues goes on well. My fervice
attends him and Mr. Lavington. Ifaw Sir William Younge at.
the Houfe of Commons on Wedne{day laft, and have not found
bim in bettér health'for a long time.”

25 the Rew. Mr. Jobn Walrend, in Excter,
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) ——
PEAR BROTHER RIPPON,

N arnfwer to Queltion I. on Cover of Regifter, No. XVIIL
— What 1s gererally meant by the Diffenting Intereft ;
and is that intereft on the'intreale, or not ™ I reply—

The Djffiting Iateref, in England; is generally underflood
to confit of thole Proteftants who difapprove of a national
church; an impofed creed, clergy, and fervice book; and
therefore open places of worfhip for themfelves, form religious
focieties, choofe their own miniflers, and ferve God according
to the diftates of their own confcience. Paul’s creed.is that of.
the Diflenters, ¢ All {cripture.is given bvinfpiration of God;
and is profitable for dotrine, for reproof, for corretion, for-
inftruction in righteoufnefs ; that the man of God may be per-
fedt, thoroughly furnithed unto all good works”—z Tim. iii.
16, 17, Convinced of the divine authority and fufficiency of
feripture, they make it the ground of their faith and rule of
their conduét. - Like Jofeph in Egypt, they. render to Cafur
the things that are Caefar’s, and to God the things that are
His. Thatrenowned patriarch, in matters-ef devotion, owned
God only for his mafter; but, in civil concerns, did homage to
Pharoah; and was the d¢ff fubjec? he had in all his realm.” So
our Englith Diflenters, while they give glory to God in the
highef, < Pray for all men, for kings; and all in authority ;
that they may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlinefs
and honefty”—1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.. They refpe@ the civil magi{~
trate, in his office, as the minifter .of God; gnd are obe-
dient to his lawful mandates, not by conftraint, but with a
ready mind. That Diffenters, as well as churchmen, may have
fome weak brethren, is admitted ; but take them as a-body,"
they are an enlightened people, of an upright heart, and great
‘benevolence ; the cordial friends of all’ mankind : while their
fervent piety, peaceable deportment, large property, extenfive
commerce, and zeal for the welfare of the Britith empire, .ren-
der them fome of the b¢ff fubjes?s the king has in all his domi-
nions. And it is prefumed, the more they are well known by
men of the firit rank and authority, the more.they will be found
to deferve and experience the patronage of the Britifh Legifla-
ture. :

They confift of the following denominaticns :—Prefbytérians,
Independents, Baptifts, and %uakers: nor muit our Methodiit
brethren, who have adopted the congregational mode of wor-
fhip and church government, nor the United Brethren or Mo-
ravians, be -altogether excluded this lit. The Jews, it is
known by all, rejed Chriftianity, and call themifelves Mofes’s
difciples ; but they difkonour their mafter. The Englith Ca-

thelics
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tholics are children of the eldeft daughter of the eftablithment,
and that, by any, they fhould be accounted Diffenters, iscer-
tainly for want of better information: but that fo it is, or at
leaft has been, appears from the following anecdote ;—

" The late venerable Mr. Beddome, of Bourton on the Water,
in Gloncefterfhire, in a converfation I had with him, fome
yearsago, informed me, that journeying from Bourton to De-
vizes, 1n his way. he ftopped at an inn at Wotton-Baflet, a
fmall borough town in Wildhire, where he was quite a ftrans
ger, to take fome refrefhment. The perfon who kept the
houfe, a widow woman, from his appearance, fuppofed him ta
bea clergyman of tne Church of England, and was willing ta
do him a pleafure : therefore, after {erving him herfelf with
what he called for in a very obliging manner, {aid to him,
¢ Sir, the inhabitants of this place are a very happy people.”
¢ I am glad,” replied Mr. Beddome, ¢¢ you aré f0.” ¢ Yes,”
added fhe, « we do, 1 affure you, Sir, think ourfelves fome of
the moft happy people in the world.” < For what reafon,
Madam ?”? faid Mr. B. <« Why, Sir,” anfwered his hoftefs,
%€ ave bave but one Diffinter in the loawn, and be is a Roman Ca-
tholic ; and you know, Sir, they are the befft of them!” The
zood man, not “willing- to confound her, pleafantly paffed off
the matter, wit¥Sut making himfelf known,

As to the Incszafe of the Diffenting Intereft, 1t is well known,
the Baptifts and Independents, of late years, have increajed, and
arenow increafing. The Bgefbyterians, having loftpe }evange-
lical zeal of their anceftors, are much reduced in. numoer. Clghc
Quakers, itis faid, are not fo numerous as thiey were fixty years
ago, but more fo than they were twenty years fince ; in many
country plages, their focieties are in a languid fate; butlam
well informed, that, of late, in feveral large towns, they have
had revivals®. The congregational Methodifts are a confider-
able and growing body. In England, the United Brethren, or
Moravians, neither are nor ever were very numerous; noy have
they, of late, much increafed or diminifhed. In fome other
countries they are more numerous; and I am given to un-
derftand, their miffions among the heathen are in a profperous
ftate. Upon the whole, it is imagined the diffenting intereft
of late has increafed, and is yetincreafing. Aud as there are
now feveral refpeftable minifters of the Gofpel, in the Church
of England, thatis a circamftance which ultimately may prove
mach in favour of the diffenting intereft : for, what means are

# 1.am indebted for my information to my invaluable friend, Samuel
Neate, Efq. of Chippenham, >~ ilts one of the people of that denominatipn:
a gentleman of confiderable property, underftanding, and philanthropy, and
the moft engaging manpers. He is vifited by noblemen and commouers,
magiftrates, minifters, and refpe@able perfons of different denominations §
Norare the poor and indigent excluded his prefence or patronage. p

Q
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fo likely to promote it as an increafe of the knowledge of
Chrift and his Gofpel.
¢ Fly abroad, thou mighty Gofpel 5
“Win and conquer ; never ceafe,
May thy lafting wide dominions
Multiply, and ftill increafe.”
I remain your affe@ionate brather,
' Jor

b ——

AMERICA.

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES
or :
THE CHARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

HELD AT DEEP-CREEK, NOV, -4, 1800,

THE two firft days were employed in the ufual exercifes of
devotion: two fermons were delivered on Saturday, and three
on the Sabbath ; the pu‘lﬁic exercifes of the latter clofed with
the ladminiftration of the Lord’s Supper. On Monday, at
Eleven-o'clock A. M. the affociation fermon was delivered by
Rev. John M. Roberts, from Matt. xxii. 21— Bur they mane
-light of it.” . Took into confideration the propofal of the Phi-
Yadelphid affociation, concerning. the eftablifhment of a GENE-
r AL co” PLanen e of the Baptifi®aflociations throughout the
United Stdtes, - After difcuffion of the fubje&, agreed to return
the following anfwer; viz. We are of opinion, that fome im-
portant ends, for the'good of the churches, might. be accom-
plifhed by fuch an-inftitution ;. but it would necefiarily be at-
tended with difficulties, and confiderable expenfe; and' there
appears to be fome danger of abufes arifing.. If, however, 3
well digefted plan fhould be devifed for fuch a coalition, in
which the proper okjeéts were clearly pointed out, with fuit-
able meafiires to attain them, and the danger of perverfion and
abufe well guarded againft; and if a general concurrence in the
undertaking fhould be obtained of the churches in the United
States, this affociation are difpofed to give it their fupport.

‘Confidered the following query, from the churchin Charlef-
ton: ¢ Is therelnot, at this time, a call in Providence for our
churches to make the moit {erious exertions, in union with
other "Chriftians of various denominations, to fend the Gofpel
among the heathen ; or to fych people who,. though. living in
countries where tlie Gofpel revelation is known, dq not enjoy
a ftanding miniftry, and the regular adminiftration of divine
ordinances among them ?” Agreed to the following anfwer:
s« *'here appears, indeed, to be a geweral call  in Providence,
for all the churches-of Chrift to make ferious exertions to dif-

fule



CHARLESTON. BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. %23

Fule Gofpel. light and liberty among the" heathen, who
know not God and eur Redeemer; but the particsar call 22
us, {eems to be to turn our firft attention to that defcription of
perfons mentioned in the latter part of the query. Here, in-.
deed, the call isloud and particular: feeing that there are fuch
multitudes in our own land who have not the Gofpel ftatedly
-preached to them ; many of whom are ignorant and carelefs :
-and thatmany of our churches, alio, are deftitute of a ftanding
miniftry, It is greatly to be lamented, that being placed’in
fuch ¢ircumftances, we haye very few minifters, comparatively,
to fend out into the Gofpe] harvelt; efpecially of fuch whoare
well qualified to undertake the work, as able paftors and mif-
fionaries. We, however, earneftly recommend to our mijnitters,
to make their beft exertions to tupply deftitute churches, and to
preach the gofpel among people who have not yet been
‘brought iato a church ftate. And in the moft prefling manner
do we recommend to eur churches, to ¢ pray the Lord of the
harveft to fend forth labourersinto his. harveft;” and to give
their moft firm and vigorous fupport to the indtitution, under
the direction of our general committee ; by contributing libe-
rally to the fund, and by bringing forward all pious young men,
deititute of other affiftance, whom they have reafon to believe
God has called to the miniftry ; fo that they may be prepared to
enter on their work, by pafing through a previous courfe of
ufeful ftudies and improvement. : -
Agreed to adopt the following paragraph from the Philadel-

hia affociation minutes, viz. < It is particalarly recommended

y the affociation; that fuch churches as-are deftitute of paftors,
do endeavour regularly to fupport divine worfhip. Their wi-
‘dowed ftate befpeaks the neceflity for prayer ; and the promifes
of the Lard of the harveft encourage it. In moft-churches there
are brethren who, with acceptance to a congregation, can read
fermons; and the fupport of unity and intercourfe among the
brethren, as well as the duty of publicly venerating the Lord’s
day,’ in the midft of an infidel world, loudly call for thefe holy-
fervices.”

The Circular Letter, by the Rev. Richard Furman,

oo

BELOVED BRETHREN,
THROUGH the kind providence of Almighty God, we

have met and enjoyed a peaceful interview ; experiencing the
benign influence of the Gofpel Spirit, in the exercife of a tender
reciprocal affettion, and in union and fellowthip with each
other in the do&rines and ordinances of our Redeemer. ~
* By the letters received from you, we have been furnithed
with information which excites both joy and grief: Joy, that
‘there are evidences of the operation eof Divine power and
grace,
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grace, in fome degree, among us: Grief, that {o many of otir
churches ftill continue in a languifhing ftate, .

Having, on a former cccafion, {et before-you the probable
caufes of declenfion among us; and pointed out the means we
ought to ufe for regaining a healthful vigorous ftate in religion;
we fhall not now recapitulate what was ftatcd on thofe fubjeéts,
nor the arguments by which they were enforced ; but we en-
treat you to take a ferious review of them, with an honeft in-
tention to improve them praétically; to the important purpofe
for which they were advanced. Let us take heed, dear bre-
shren, left we be involved in the guilt and condemnation of
thofe who fhun the light, or mifimprove and negle& known
truths—the known and interefting truths of God. Oh! et it
.be our care to drink d :ep of the Golpel Spirit ; to cultivate ge-
nuine piety and devotion; and to -exercife and manifeft that -
wifdom, - prudence, purity,  juftice, and benevolence, which
the Gofpel infpires. ' ' )

It is an important point in religion, to firike the proper line,
both in judgment and pra&ice, between chriftian zeal and wild
enthufiaim ; and between the moderation that is diredted by
wifdom, and that which is the effect of indifferency, or luke-
warmnefs of {pirit. Let it be. our earneft care to choofe the
happy medium which truth and duty point out in thefe cafes,
and in every other where we are liable to run into dangerous
and hurtful extremes: that we may walk humbly and faithfully
with God, prudently and uprightly with men, and do honour
to the religion of our divine Lord and Mafter. T

As the Chriftian ftands_by faith, in that liberty of the Gofpel
with which Chrift. has made him free, fo he fheuld walk by
faith : looking daily to his exalted Saviour/for fupplies of
grace—contemplating the glories of Immanuel—confidering the
obligations he is brought under to divine love—living on the

romifes—rifing above the world to God—and realiing the
avifible glories of the eternal flate, to which, as-anexpeltanty
ke is haftening. So may we endure anid the temptations and
aflli®ions of the prefent life, as feeing him who is invifible.

No principle of divine truth fhould more deeply affe&t the
heart, or have a more governing influence on the life of a
Chriftian, than that which manifefts our dependance on the
gracious aid of the Holy Spirit, for all holy tempers, gifts, and
qualifications, to fit us for the fervice of God; and ta give us
fuccefs in our fincere humble endeavoursito promote the divine
glory and the intereft of our Redeemer’s kingdom. How ear+
neftly fhould we pray for this gracious aid! How carefully.
fhould we guard againft offending and grieving this blefled
Spirit, who is the fource of our fpiritual life! Walk, theny
dear brethren, humbly with God. "« Remember the rock from
whence ye were hewn, and the hole of the pit from whence ve
were digged:” Remember your depraved, guilty,



CHARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 437
ftate by nature ; remember the vilenefs and guilt you contraét-
ed by atual tranfgreflion; and what obligations you are
brought under by pardoning, renewing, and fan&ifying grace «
and if any of yow have been raifed from obfcurity, paverty,
weaknefs, or diftrefs, to honourable, affluent, and happy fitna-
tions in life—civil, focial, or religious—fail not to make your
humble and grateful acknowledgments to that beneficent Au-
thor of all good,, whofe unmerited goodnefs and mercy have
afforded you thefe benefits ! _ )

We would remind you, once more, of the greatnefs of the
bleflings we, as a nation, enjoy; by the continuance of peace,
of civil and religious liberty, and by the. profperity of agricul-
ture, commerce, arts, and fciences, ameng us; and that, in
the prefent year, the body of our citizens have enjoyed a large
thare of health: at leaft, this is true of thofe, in general, who
inhabit thefe fouthern ftates ; and of the citizens of feveral
cities in the northern, where peftilential difeafe had, in former
years, ravaged in the moft awful and deftrutive manner. Bal-
timore, indeed, is an affetting exception; but, for the benefit
fo generally afforded, our praife fhould be rerdered with grate-
ful hearts. :

Let it not be forgotten, that firm attachment to the conftitu-
tion, laws, and government of our country, is an importaré
duty ; eﬁxci‘ally- while they are evidently the honouredsmeans
employed by heaven, to {ecure and diffufe {o much happinefs
among our citizens, as we at this time enjoy.- . To pray for the
good of our country, and to feek its peace, is at once our duty
and happinefs. This promotion of the public welfare is not to
be effetted by indulging the turbulent {pirit of party, by ex<
treme jealoufy exercifed over the :conduét of the refponfible
magiftrates and officers who are invefted with public trufts, or
by heated declamation ; but by difpafionately liftening to the

"diates of truth and wifdom ; by firm adherence to the princi-
ples of rational liberty; by fubjeftion to the laws; and by 2
tender patriotic concern for the good of the whole nation, an
liberal principles. ' :

Since our laft anniverfary meeting, God, in his fovereign
and righteous providence, has taken to the world of fpirits that
great and excellent man, General George Wathington, whe
had long flood, under God, the principal guardian of the li-
berties and happinefs of his country. ‘
~ While we unite with the churches throughout the United
States, and the citizens at large, to fhed the tear of forrow and
of gratitude over his tomb, and to honour his memory, let us
alfo keep in honoured and lafting remembrance, thofe fage
counfels which, in the fullnefs of an affe€tionate heart, he ad-
drefled to the people of America, refpefting their molt eflential
national interefts. :

Let
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Let the relative duties be ftrictly regarded among ts, adé
sording to the plain docirines of Chrift, and the bright exams
‘ples of primitive Chriftianity: that a$ parents and children,
bufbands and wives, brethren and fifters, mafters and fervants,
we mmay walk worthy «f the Gofpel, and adorn the do&rine of
God our Saviour, inall things.  The libertinifm and infidelity
which abound in this age, are fo dangerous, that great care
fhould be taken by teligious parents, to guard the minds of
their children againft the fatal influknce of thof€ evils. * Much
attention; therefore, fhould be paid to the edncation of chil-
dren, and government of families; to preferve good morals,
to inculcate the principles of true piety, to have our offspring
truly brought up in the nurtare and admanition of the Lord;
and our families governed in his fear. :

The fcriptural doétrine on the ftation and “diities of fervants,
95 clear and decided. It requires of them faithfulsefs, fub-
miffion, quietude, and obedierce, in refpeét of the wife and fo:
vereign order of God’s providence, which has placed thei in
that fituation ; and it:dire@s them to perform. their duty on
confcientious principles, ¢ as to the Lord and not to meh.”
The feriptures alfo give affurance, that this faithfulnefs will
meet with the peculiar approbation and graciousreward of hea-
ven; but that a contrary conduét will provoke the divine dif-
plealuze. On the other hand, the facred oracles as fully de~
clare, under the high and awful fan&ions of divine authority,
the obligations of mafters to rule their fervagts with juftice and
moderation ; to aftord them a reafonable portion of the com-
forts as well as neceflaries of life; and to regard, with feriouf.
nefs, their religious interefts, as of perfons who are'placed by
the divine government under their eare and- dire@ion. As
thefe truths are clearly ftated in the word of God, fo they aps
pear, in the prefent ftate of things among us, and at all
times, to be beft-adapted tolpromote the general good, not
only of the community at large, but of . that body of perfons
who are in a flate of fervitude. Rather, therefore, than advo-
cate the fpeculative abftradt opinions, or attempt the innova<
tions in praftice which, on this fubje&, have'been advanced and
planned by others, let us adhere to thefe feriptural principles,
and perform thefe duties, {o clearly laid down in the:volume of
mfpiration. On thefe we may and ought to infift.

Thus, dear brethren, we have, with all fimplicity and can-
dor, prefented to your view fome important  confiderations of
truth and duty, to which we requeft your feriohs attention,
We conclude, with our beft withes for your true happinefs§
and remain |

Yours affectionately, in Gofpel bends,

!
Ricuarp Furmawn, Moderators
Joun M. RoserTs, Clerk.





