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SKEICH

oF
A SERMON
BY THE LATE REV. B. BEDDOME, A. M,
of Beurton.

MONGST the biographical traits given of this
refpeftuble minifter in our Obituary of January

1796, we faid : ‘
¢« Sermonizing was fo much his forte, that at length
when knowledge had recsived maturity from years, and
compofition was familiarifed by habit ; he hasbeen known,
with a wonderful facility of the moment, to fketch his
picture at the foot of the pulpit ftairs, to colour it as he
was afcending, and, without turning his eyes from the
canvas, in the fame hour, to give it all the finiih of a
‘mafter. One inftance of this will long de remembered,
which happened at a Minifter’s meeting at Fairford, in
Gloucefterfhire. After public fervice began, his .iatural
timidity, it feems, overcame his recolle&ion.-—ﬂis text
and his difcourfe, (for he did not preach by notes,) hal left
him ; and in the way from the pew to the pulyit, he leap-
ed his head over the fhoulder of the Rev. Mr. Davis,
Paftor of the place, and faid, ¢ Brother Davis, what muft
I preach from ” Mr. Davis, thinking he couid not be at
a lofs, anfwered, AR no foolifh gueftions.  This became
the occafion of the following Difcourfe, for Mr. Beddome

turned immediately to the '%cxt,-—-

Titus, il 9.  Aveid foolifh queftions.

This feripture recommends a duty but litcle regarded,
yet incumbent upon all men, and efpecially upon profef-
fors of Religion, whofe conduét is remarked, whofe ex-
ample, be it good or bad, is moft likely to be influencial,
and who fhould therefore fet a double watch upon the
door of their lips, left they offend with their toagues.
Here it may be proper to thow what we are to under-
ftand by foolith Quettions, and to lay down rules for
avoiding them. ) -

By foolith queftions we may underftand,

1. Thofe which favour of fcepticifm and infidelity.;
or, in other words, which betray a dubeliet” of any of the
great and fundamental articles” of either natural or re-

: Gg4 vealed



416 SKETCH OF & SERMON

vealed religion.  Such was that of the Sadducees ; when
fpeaking of a woman that had feven hufbands, they atked,
Whofe wife fball fhe be in the Refurreftion? Matth. xxii. 28.
‘To which Chrift returned a very wife anfwer ; fhewing
that carnal relations and fenfual enjoyments are incompa-
tible with the glory of the heavenly ftate, and that mar-
riages will. not take place when the ends of marriage are
ng lorger to be anfwered. Such alfo was that queftion
How are the dead reifed up, and with what -bofy do thay
come ? 1 Cor. xv. 35. Hence the Apoftle calls the pro-
pofer of this queftion a fool, as being ignorant both of the:
greatnefs of the Divine Power, and the truth of the Di-
vine promifes. Under this head I may clafs thofe quel-
tions that defponding Chriftians are apt to put to them-
felves or others; queftions that carry diftruft and incredu-~
lity in the very face of them. You will find a fpecimen
of fuch in the Ixxviith Pfalm :—Will the Lord caft off for
ever? Is his mercy clean gone for ‘ever ? Doth his pros
mife fzil for evermore? v. 7, 8.

2. Knot:y and controveifial queftions, gendering only
to firife and contention—about. the Being and Perfec-
tions of God, the hypoftatical union of the two nutures
in the perfon of Chrift. How 'the Divine Prefence can
confift ‘with the freedom of the human will, or the ex-
hortations and invitations of the word with the impo-
tency of the creature and the abfolute decrees of Heaven.
How the ftain of original fir is communicated, and what
‘would have been the kird and degree of man’s happinefs
if he had never apoftatifed from GGod 2 Thefe and many
fuch queftions. have puzzled the wit of learned men, and
greatly difturbed the peace of the churches of Chrift: To
all which the humble piovs Chriftian, contented with
what God has’revealed, and not feeking to be wife above
what is written, will fay with the Plalmift, fuch bnew-
ledge is too wenderful for mes it is kighy I cannct attain
unto it. Pf, cxxxix. 6. As it is the.glory of God to con-
ceal a thifig, fo it is our duty to be willing " that it fhould
be concealed.

3. Curlous and impertinent queftions, which may relate
either to ourfelves, to others, or to futurity.

(1.} 45 ourfelves. Thus the Difcipies wanted to knoy,
who was the greateft in the kingdom of Heaven, Matty,
xviii. 1, &c. each of them, pérhaps, hoping that t},
jeply would be in his favour; but Chrift reproves the;,

Pride,
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pride, ambition, and affeftation of preferment, teaching
‘them that a child-like tempér is moft acceptable to God ;
. and that thofe, who are the leaft covetous of honour, are
moft .ikely to artain to it.—ver. 8, &c.

(2.) Taothers. Such was that queftion of Peter con-
cerning John, What fbail this man do? John, xxi. 22.
Shall he not bea: the Crofs as weil as I? Shail he have
no fhare in the fufferings that others endure ? Chrift was
not picafed with the qu.filo.:, and thercfore returned riot
a direft but difcouraging anfwer §phhat is that to thee £
mind thine own bufinefs, attend fo thine own concerns,
Jollow thou e,

(3-) Tofuturity. As Matth. xxiv. 3. When fhall thefe
things be " and A&s, i. 6. Filt thou at this time reflore
again the kinzdwm to Ifracl? in both which places Chrift
difcovers a diflike to tie queftion propofed; and in the
latter of them, forbids all inquiries of that nature, It is
not for you to know the times or the f:afons which the Father
hath put in his owx power. It is not proper, it would not
be profitable, for you to know them; and therefore you
are out of your duty to inquire after them. A knowledge
of future events would be fo f3r from promoting our ad-
-vantage, that it would be greatly injurious to us. It
would multiply and aggravate our affiiétions, leflen our
miferies, fometimes. lead to prefumption, and at other
times drive to defpair. - QOur times are in God’s hand, and
they cannot be in a better hand. It is pity we fhould
endeavour to wreft them from thence, and tzke them
into our own. Under this head I might mention quef-
tions concerning the unieoiing the feals, pduring out the
vials, the downtali of antichrift, the calling of the Jews,
and maay other things foretold in Scripture : the things
themielves are certain, but the time to u# is uncertain;
and therefore to inquire after them may betray a culpable,
and what has often proved a fruitlefs curiofity.

4. To thefe may be added queftions arifing from 2
froward, fretful, pesvifh, and difcontented temper of
mind, uneafly in itfelf, and therefore uncafy with every
thing round about it.. “i’bus Ifaiah, xlv. g. Shall th: cluy
fay to hin that fathioneth it, What makeft tiou, or thy work,
he hath no hands £ this difcovers both a depraved and an
infatuated heart, and is zn inftance not only of great im-
prudence, but of intolerable infolence. Sooner ray a
worm compare with an elzphant, or a little infant ju#t

able
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able to articulate a few words, prefume to find fault with
the condu& of its parent. Shall a finner quarrel with
God ? And therc is another paffage fo full to my purpofe,
that I cannot forbear to mention it, (emitting many otherss
that might be produced, under this head) Eccl. vii. yo.
Say not thou, what is the caufe that the former days were
better than thife, for thou doff not inquire wifely concerning
this. That is, itis a fooiilh queftion ; .or though feme
times and feafons are certainly better than others, yet
thou art fuch a ftranger to times paft, and fuch anincom-
petent judge of times prefent, {o biafled by prejudices
and thy own feelings, that what thou thinkeft to be a
reality may be enly the fruit of imagination, and muft
at bett be confidered as an arraignment of Divine Provi-
dence.. Inftead, therefore, of complaining of the bad--
nefs of the times, mourn over the badnefs of thine own
heart. If men’s. hearts were .beiter, the times would
foon be better. Give me leave juft te mention here thefe
angry queftions, wiich .are cicen put by perions net
humbled under, but enraged by their affli¢tions, V/hat
bave I doné, that God ihould deal thus cruelly to me:?
Wherein have I acted worfe than others, that God fhould
a&t worfe by me than he does by others ! Whersfore is
Jight. given to him thav is in mifery, and life unto the
bitter in foul, which long for death, and it cometh not?
Job viii. 20.  In fuch queftions as thefe, there appears
not the meeknefs of wifdam, bur the rage of paflion, and
therefore they fhould be caretully av ided. :
5. Perplexing and difguieting queftions refpe@ing the
ftate of our fouls, and eipecially thofe to which we can
receive no fatisfaltory aniwer, are foolifh queftions. To
_explainmy meaning {ihall fingle out the two following :
(1.) Am I elefzed? 1t is Certain that grace here, and
glory hereafter, are intended for, and imparted to nore
but the elc&. To this 1 anfwer :—Eleétion is a fecrst
a& of God, and ¢an be known only by its fruits. We are,
and muft be neceffarily ignorant of it, till God is pleafed
to reveal it; but that ignorance fhould neither keep the
‘unregenctate man from feeking after grace, nor the rege-
nerate man from taking the comfort.of his grace, Our
great concern fhould be this. Are we effeCtually called ?
nat, are our names written in Heaven? but is God’s law
written upon our hearts 7 It may be faid of eleCtion as
Zophar fays of the knowledge of God. 1t is as high as
beaven,
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beaven, what canft thou do; deep as heli, what canft thou
know ?

(2.) When was the time of my Corzwr"fon 27 God 2—
Many fear that they are not favingly changed, becaufs
they cannot point out the precife t7me when that change
was wrought ; by what Providence, or under what Ser-
mon they were firft awakened; and by what pasticular
pro:-ife they were firlt comforted ; and, unlgis they can
fix we period, they will fearcely believe the thing. But
this is very abfurd and irrational. Shail I{ay thas the fun
does not fhine, becaufe I was afleep when it rafe, or, that
there is no water in the {iream, becaufe I don’t fee the
fountain. Ged may fow the feeds of giace impereep-
tibly, as the enemy did the tares. Matt. xm. 25. And

-we read of {ome {an&lified from the womb. [f the tree
yield fruit, itis alive. If good fruit, itis a goed tree.
" The kingdom of God, faith he who is the head of that
kingdom, and therzfore perfeltly acquainted -with its na-
ture, cometh not with olfervation. Vo which-1 addy that
though the injufiug of life inte a dead foul is an inftantape-
cus work in its own nature, yet it may feem to be gradual
with refpe@ to our appreheniion, and fenfible experience
of it. Perplexing queftions for confcience fake, as the
Apoftle exprefles it, ¥ Cor. x. 27, concerning things
indifferent, or the ufe and abufe of Chriftian liberty,
might have been added under this head.——But I proceed,

6. And laftly so fay, idle, frivolous, and unprofitable’
gueftions, are fuch as the Apoftle may have’a particular
eye to, and brand with the epithet of foolifh in my text.
(ixeﬂtions that don’t tend to the enlightening the under-
flanding, the purifying the heart, ot reforming the life.
Weak, filly, and ridiculous, and much mor: indecent
and immodeft queftions. It is faid, that an evil man, out
of the evil treafore of his heart, produceth evil things;
and among thefe evil things may be reckoned many of
thofe unedifying queftions about words and names, as
Gallis fpeaks, A&¥s xviii. 15. Things of no moment
and concern either to us, or to thoie with whom we con=
verfe. Te which I may add enfharing queftions, like:
that of the Pharilecs to Chrilt—1Is it lawful to give tribute
o Cafur? or ill-natured queftions which are defigned to
de an injury to the charalter of our neighbour. Ia
# word, all thofe queftions, which are calculated only to

‘ fill
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A1l up the void of time, which a wife maa would not
put, asd to which 2 wife man would {tarcely vouchfafe
an‘anfer. Now thefe the Apsile advifes to avoid; and
inflead of any otlier improvement of what has been deli-
vered, I fhsli proczed. o

1ldly. To lay down a fevw of fuch rules, as, with the
bleffing of God (which I humbly implore for that purpofe)
may render this advice the more effe@ual.

I Take hexd of loguacity or too much fpeaking. Let
pot your tongus 5o befors your wit,  Think twice before
you {peak once. li thele refpacts, the beft of men, efpe-
cially if they be of a free ana fociable difpohtion, are apt
to-offend; forsthe tonzuz is anusruly evil, which no man
can tainey and if any ran offernd no: in word, the fameis-
a perfect mun, Famy iii. 2. Creat talkers are in great
dainger, and oftenn maxe work for after vepentance: hence
Solomon fays, Iie thac retraineth his lips is wife, Frov,
X. 1g. A -

2. Habituate yourfelves to a {ober way of thinking
and talking, or, as the Apoltle exprefles 1t, found {peech,
which cannot pe condemaed: Look wpon your words,
before you fpeak them; fec whether what you are going
to fay will bear exan.ination; if not, flifle it in the birth;
make a covenant with your lips, as job did with his eyes,
‘The Chriftian fhould have fome par.cular point in view,
as inall that be does, fo in all thac he fays, and that par.
ticular point fhould be his own improvement, his neigh-
bour’s edification, but efpecially God’s glory.
- 3. Lay in a ftock of ufcful queftions as matters for-
after coenverfation. All quaftions are not ta be con-
demned.  The Queen of Sneba, hearing of the fame of

lomon - concerning the name of the Lord, came to
prove him with hard -queftions; 1 Kings x. 1. and the
Lord Jefus Chrift; when but a chid, fat among the
Do&ors, hearing them and afking them queftions; fo
that all prefent were aftonithed at his underftanding.
T'here are many ufeful queftions we may put to ourfelves:
Am [ ina ftate of grace, and do I'grow in gracc? Do I hate
fin, and love holinefs? What do 1 think of Chrift? AmI
increafingly weaned from the world, and fic for heaven?
There aze alio important and improving queftions that we
may put to others, as Chriftto his Difciplées: Do ye now
believe 7 Whom fay ye that I am ? It is a proper quef-
tion for awakcaed finners, What fhall { do to be faved ;
auq

iy
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and for real faiats, What fhall we do to work the
works of God ? :

4. Live in the realizing views of a future judgment,
Remember that God remarks whar you fpeak. A book
of rememborance is written before him. Thy ([fays
God) fpake nst aright, Jer. viil. 6.  And every idle word
twuft be accounted for in the great day.  All our vain and
unprofitable difcourle, as it was never out of God’s re-
membrance, fo it will then be brought to ours, Matt. xii.
3% An idle world is ealily fpoken, and eafily forgottens
but the guilt of it, revived in this world, may be an heavy
burden, and, if not remov’d by the blood of Chrift, will
bereafter fink us down iato the dreadful abyfs of eternal
mifery. Thus the Apoitle, fpeaking of foolifh - talking
and jefting, fays—ZFor thefe things fake cometh the wrath
of God upon the children of difobedience, Eph. v. 6.

5. Implore the divise afitance. Whatever you for-
get, forget not-this—your - tongud wants a bridle, and
grace muft be the bridle. No mancan tame it, but God
can, Let watchiulnefs and civcumfpedtion, then, be ai-
ways attended with praver. Pray againft heart fins, life
fins, but elpeciaily ins of the tongue.~Say with David,
Watch, O Lord, before wiy mouth :—~keep the doir of my
lips.~Pfa. cxli. 3. '

—

NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS.

AppREss, in behalf of the Muahheconnuk Nation of Indians,
1o the Rev. Erxanan Houmes, the Baptit Mifionary
among them.

FATHER, ATTEND!

We. feel ourfelves hapoy, that, by the gondrefs of the.
Great Good Spirit, we are allowed tc fee ansther good day,
and to fee one another’s faces, and that we are all well,

Father, while our heads were haaging down by the fide of
our fire-place, and almoft diicouraged to think “whether we
fhould ever {ee youn again, we %ieard the found of your feet
walking on the good path we lately made; and when we
lifted vp our eyes we faw you coming in with 2 fniling coun-

' : 1enanct,
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tenance, a5 ufal, which gladdened our hearts ; then we fhock
hands with you for joy, that you did not forger your poor
children, nor the covenant of friendhip which has been made
between our nation and our brozhers, the affociation to which
you belong..

Father, after we got together, you dclivered the talk which
eur good brothers fent to us by you., We are very glad that
they are ftill holding faft the chain of friendthip with ns, and
that their compaflionate feelings ilill centinue towards us, and
towards, our. poor brothers i the wildernefs; and alfo rejoice
to hear that you have feen your way more clear, after you had
gone through many dark and heavy clouds; that by the per-
mifiion of the Great and Good Spirit, you have tfavelled in
our path thus far, and that you go at the requeft of your good
brothers, the Affociation, together with that of -the Miflionary
Society, Asour brogiers toid us in thelr talk, that you wifh
10 go beyend our fire-place, among fome of the weftern tribes,
they hope we will favour your good intentions, and help you
by our counfel and affiftance. A ‘

Father, according to the defire of our brothers, we are
willing to favour your gocd intentions, and to help you by our
counfel and affitance, according to our capacity. Would our
fituation converiently permit, we might {fome of us perfonally
go with you to introduce you amongft our brethrén of the dif=
ferent tribes; but fince it is otherwife, we think it wou!d be
as well to fend our talk, with wampum, by your Interpreter,
o the tribes to which yon may come, making known our ac-

" quaintance with you, and the motive of your vifiting them. ,

Alfo, we think it would be well, whenever you come to a
town or village of any of thefe tribes, in the firft place you
muft go wit# your Interpreter, and fee the Chief or Chiefs,
call for Counfel, and give a complimentary fpeech, and ex-
plain your miffion as plain and fhort as you can, and then wait
for their anfwes: and we muft rersind you of one thing more,
though it feems but a finall thing ; but knowing the difpofitions.
of hezthen nations, you muft fix your mind vpon it at all times
while you fhall te amongit them: take willingly any thing
eatable lald before you; you muft not manifelt any flightnefs
or indifpofednefs for not beiang drefled clean. I

Father, you have already diftributed to us the good word
fevéral times fince your arrival here, for which we heartily
thank you; and as you are zbout to take up your pack fora
long journey, we with you the kind proteftion of the Great
Good Siirin, and that he may profper your good and important
undertakings. That you may be the infiryment of bringing
many poor Irdians from darknefs to marvellous light; ,’mtf, in
due time, return home fafe to -your friends and employers,

giving
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giving them -a pleafing relation of your journey.——Faze-
wolll
(Signed) s ;
Fiferh Shauguets .
SacHzuMs, %ﬂ{&ri‘k Au?pauﬂg:a
( Dawid Nefborubiruky
Covxnserrors. Fofeph Luinaey,
t Fobn Quinney.
Owis § Solomon Quanguanchmet, -
"3 1 Fobn Wautuhg'naur.
New Swockbridge,
" Jaly 28, 1800.

e pnitatmnmaions

 NORTHERN ASSCCIATION.

The NorTsern Assccration of the Bapyft Churches
in the counties of Durham and Northumberland met at New-
«aftie upon Tyne, i2 May, 1799. .

Tuefdey Ewesing, 13. Brother Emery, of North Shizlds,
began public worhip at half paft fix o'clock; and Brotheér
Rutton, of Wigton, preached from Joha viil. 34. I faid, there-
Jore, wito you, that ye fball dic in your fins 5 fors (e and con-
cluded with prayer. :

Wednefiay, 14, balf pofft ten 4. M. Brother Haflel, asMe-
derator, opened the Affociation, the meflengers of the churches,
and many of the members and hearers of Newcaitle churck
being prefent, with finging and prayer—congratulared the
minifters and meflengers-- juftified the. churches in annually af-
fociating themfelves together—read the . letters from the
churches——after which, Brother Whitfield concluded with

rayer. .
P Half paft two P. M. Mr. Browning, the Indepeadent mi-
nifter at Newcaftle, opened divine worfhip with finging and
prayer.—Mr. Hill, of Ravenftonedale, preached from folu
1¢. 14.—and Brother Whitfield concluded with a word of ex-
hortation, finging and prayer. L

Kalf paff fix in the cvening. . Brother Mofs opened public
worfhip with finging and prayer.—Mr. Jores, of Darham,
preached from 1 john, ii. 25. and Mr. Cook, of Ruth, from -
2 Cor. iii. 18,~Brother Haflel, after giviug notice of a col-
leftion for the Northern Evangelical Socicty, and making fome
oblervations on village preaching, coacladed with prayer, &¢

Zhurfday, May 15, uine 4. M. The members of the 2Te-
ciation met in the Veftry for prayer and conference.—Agreed
to hold the next aflociation at Rowley, June 11 and 12, 1800,
"The Moderator concluded with prayer,
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The NorTHrrRN AssocraTion cf the Baptift churches
met at Rowley, june 11, 18o0. :

Half paft ten 4. M. Brother Emery began public worthip,
with finging, reading, and prayer—and Brother Rufton preached
from Mat. xvii. 4. Lord, ét is gosd for us to be bere. He alfo
concluded with prayer.. The congregation being difmiffed,
numbess continuing in the place, Brother Whitfield, as Mode-
rator, tool the chuir, reguelted tie meffengers to furround the
table, congratulated them wpon the occafion, ftated the objedt
and general bufinels of the affociation, and, zficr finging and
prayer, read the letters, as prefented from the refpedive
churches ; and the general contents being rémasked, with- pro-
per obfervations, Brother Hafiel concluded with prayer.

In thé evening of the famie day, Brother Emesy and Brother
Haffel preached at Highbefield ; the former from Heb. vii. 25.
and the latter from Rom: vi. 14, Mr: Hill preached alfo at
Stayford, from Ifa. x. 26, 27, -~ :

Thurfilay, Fune 12; balf paff ten. Brother Haffel introduced
the public worfhip with prayer, reading Gal.v. finging and
prayer. Mr. Cock, of Ruth, presched frem 1fa. lxiil,
Brother Emery prayed ; and, after finging, Mr, Hill preached
from John iii. 14, 1§, concluded with finging and prayer.

Half paft 1avo. Met again for the remaining budinefs of the
affoetation. None but meflengers being prefent, a free conver-
fation took place upon the contents of the Jetters. The next
affociation to be at Hamflerly on Monday and Tuefday in
Whitfun week, 1801. The meflengers to meet in the Vefiry at
half pafttwo P.M. The Moderator then gavea word of ex-
hortation, and concluded the pleafing interview with finging
and prayer.

Brief Account of the Nortkern Evangelizal Saciety.

This Society originated in the northern affcciatica cf the
Baptift chuiches, at Hamfterly, in May, 1798, as mentiored
in the Firft Number of this Voleme, page 86,.and was formed
at Parkhead, in Cumberlarnd, as follows:. =~ -

A number of Evangelical minifters met at Kirkofwold, the
town neareflt to Parkhead Meeting Houfe, on Asguft 7, 1798,
where the Rev. Thomas Hafel preached at the door (a fine
calm: evening) to a number of people, from Als ix. II.
Bebhold be prayeth 3 a ferious and fuitable dicourfe, On the day
following (Aug. 8) they had public worfhip at Parkhead Meet-
ing Houfe, which being introduced by the Rev. A. Carnfon,
minifter of the place, the Rev. John Hill preached from Pial.
cxxii. 6. in which he tock notice of the peace and profperity of
ke church of Chuilt, the means conducive to which were pra)"c:;

an



NORTHERN EVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 425

and preaching, ard the profperity with which fuch fhall be
honoured. After piaycr and finging, the Rev. Cha. Whitheld
preached from Luke xix. 41. 4nd when be avas come near be
bebeld the city, and avept over it.  After a fuitable introduétion,
the preacher confidered thefe astears of the pureft-iove—of the
mof& tender compaflion, and of the fublimeft eloquence; and
as fuch, ‘ :

First, The mof perfuafive call to repentance : Jefus wept to
fee the greateft evils committed—the beft of beings infulted——
the kindeft propcfalsreje@ed -~and reafonable creatures fo eafily
deceived, fo very wretchedly infenfible, and fo willingly and
obftinately bent upon gratifying thofe lufts which bring both
temporal and etemnal deftruction upon men. '

SECONDLY, A moff encouraging motive to perifbing finmers to
come to him, and truft in bim for falvation : For the hardnefs of
your hearr is far exceeded by the tendernefs of his—the demerit
of your fin by the riches of his merits—the greamefs of your
fin by the extent of his mercy, and the fingularity of your
cafe by the Saviour’s excellence. °

TRIRDLY, A5 a moff powverful and exemplary motive o incite
his people to evvery proger exertion for promoiing the converfion and
Jfalvation of men.  The tears of Jefus teach us to confider the
awful condition of uncomverted fizners—the great multitudes
of fuch amongh us—~and our intereft, as men and Chriftians,
in their cafe urge usto go and do likewife.

Public worfhip concluded, the minifters adjourned their
meeting to Kirkofwald, when, in a general committee, they
agreed to form themfelves into a Society, by the mame of
dbe Northern Ewangelical Society, for the more general diffufion
of the Gofpel by itinerant preaching, in the counties of Cum-
besland, Durham, Northumberland, and Weftmoreland.

. Mr. Whitfield, as fenior minifter, being called to the chair,
a number of fuitable refolutions were entered into; and Cha.
Whitfield, Joha Hill, Samuel Peel, Thomas Haflel, and Samuel
Rufton, were appointed a Sele@ Standing Committee for ma-
naging the affairs of the Society; Richard Fithwick, Efg.
Treafurer ; and the Rev. Thomas Haflel, Secretary.

This Society have held other two annual meetings, and had
an itinerant employed for fome time, but are now both in want
of an itinerant, and of pecuniary afliftance.—~The friends of
this Society are refpe&tfully informed, that fubferiptions and
donations are received by Richard Fithwick, Efq. Newcaftle
upon Tyne ;—the Rev. Charles Whitfield, Hamfterly, near
Bithop Auckland ;—Mr. Ifaac Brown, Cockermouth, Cumber-
land ;—Mr. Robért Greenhow, Kendal, Weflmoreland ;—MTr.
George Fell, No. 9, Taviftock- fireet, Covent-garden; and James
Neal, Efq. St. Paul’s Church-yard, London.

May, 1805.]} nh Account
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ACCOUNT OF TiHE WIDOWS FUND:
APRIL 1801. '

An Addrefs to the Public for the farther Support and En.
couragement of the Sogiety for the Relief of the Neceffitous
Widsws and Children of PROTESTANT DiISSENTING
MinisTERs.

FIRST ESTABLISHED IN 1733.
HF. Managers of the Fund for the Relief of the

l Neceflitous Widows and Children of Proteftant
Diflenting-Minifters deceafed, being fenfible that this Cha-
rity is not fomuch known as its great excelfence and utility
dsmand, take the liberty of foliciting the benevolence of
the affluent and well difpofed in its behalf; and they truft,
that, .to intereft them in its fayour, it is only neceflary to
ftate the outlines of the nature and deiign of the Charity.

I.: This Charity was firft inftituted in the year 1733, and
extends to the families of fuch Minifters of the r’refby-
terian, Independent, and -Baptift, denominations, as, at
their death, ffood accepred and approved as fuch by the body
of Miniiters of the denomination to which they refpectively
belonged, and who died fo poor as not to Jeave their Wi~
dows and Children a fufficient fubfiftence. Previous to
their being relieved, the above circumftances muft be at-
tefted by one Minifter or more, and the Petition figned by
a Member of this fociety. '

II. Every perfon, fubfcribing five guineas or more, be-
comes a member of this Society for lite, and has an oppor-
tunity of recommending objeéts whofe cafes he may think
deferving of attention. :

III. Every perfon, fubfcribing one’guinea or upwards
for two years, the fame to be paid on or before Midfum-
mer in fuch year, becomes after that time 2 member of this
fociety, dusing the continuance of his fubfcription,

N. B. This rule was'made at 2 General Meeting of
the Spciety on the 26th of May, 1790, and the Managers
truft this meafure will be fo generally adopted as to prove
highly beneficial to the Charity, All perfons, wifhing
" to bccome annual Subferibers, ‘are requefted to tranfmit
their namesto the Treafurer, EBENEZER MAITLAND,
E7q. Coleman-Street, London,

, %V. ‘At the firft Inftitution of this Charity, the annual
fum given to the Euglith Widows was 5 /. and to the
Weich Widows 3/, each; but, from the liberal Con-
tributions of the Friends to this Society, the Ma-
pagers have had the pleafure of being able to increafe
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thefe fums from time to time. The annual fum now given
to the Englth Widows is 8 8.5 and to the Welch Wi-
dows 6/ 6.5 arnd, confidering the advanced prices of all
the neceffaries of life, and the peculiar fituation of many
of the Widows who principally depend upon this Charity
for fupport, every friend to Humanity muit rejoice that
the Managers have laft year been enabisd to granc an extra
donation of Two Guineas to each of the Widows,* and
they cheerfully truft, that the liberality of the well-wifhers
to this benevolent Inftitution will put it into their power
to continue the fame exhibition, and even toincreafe it.

The number of Widows annually relieved by this ufeful
Charity has, for fome years paft, been upwards of 150. ¢+

V. The Managers are likewife empowered to give the
Sum of 10/, each to any number of Widows, not exceed-
ing ten in one year, who may be in want of immediate
afiiftance,and whofe Cafes are peculiarly diftreffing and pro-
perly authenticated. The Managers may alfo give the
fumof rol. for apprenticing out any Orphan.

VI. A General Meeting of the Subfcribers isheld once
a year, when twenty-four Managers, together with a
Treafurer and Secretary, are chofen. A Sermon, recom-
mending the ufeful purpofes of this Society, is preached
annually, in the month of April, at the Meeting-Houfe
in the 6Id]ewry, after which a Coilection is made.

VII. The Treafurer’s Accounts are audited once a year,
and the fame, together with a general ftate of the Charity,
are laid before the Subfcribers at their annual Meeting.

VIII. The Managers meet the firft Tucfday in every
month, from the month of O&ober to the month of May
both inclufive, at Baker’s Coffee-Houfe, in Exchange-
Alley, London, to receive applications in behalf of Petiti-
oners. If the petitions are approved of at two fucceflive
meetings, the Managers afford the relief prayed for.

Such are the outlines of a Charity, which, for nearly
Seventy Years, has proved no lefs ufcful to individuals
than fa?:itary in its general cffets; and whieh the Man-
agers, therefore ftrongly recommend to ti:e actextion of the

* N. B. Thus an Englith widow has reccived £.10 10s. 2nd a “Welch
widow £.8 8:;~—And thefe are the fums allowed for the year 1801,

+ Widows on the Lift of 1801,

Prefbyterians - - - st
Independents - - - - 30
Baptifis - - - - - - 50

_Widows of Welch Minifters belonging to one or other
of the above denominations - - - 22

—

Hh 2 Total 154
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Public; and they flatter themfelves they fhall not be dif-
appointed in the expeftations they have formed, that it will
meet with increafed fupport and encouragement from thofe
“to whom Providence has given the means and the inclina-
tion to do good.———— o :
" The Sermon, which has been annually preached in
Londen ever fince the firft Eftablifhment of the Socicty in
1733, having greatly promoted the Intereft of this
Charity,—the Subfcribers, at a General Meeting, May
26th, 1790, Refolved that it fhould be recommended to
the principal Congregations in the Kingdom, to have
Sermons preached occafionally in behalf of this Charity,
and that a Colletion fhould be made after fuch Sermons,
and remitted to the Treafurer for the ufe of the fame,

The Managers truft, that thofe perfons who have an
opportunity of fo doing, will have the goodnefs to pro-
mote this fcheme in the Congregations to which they re-
fpectively belong. '

Subfcriptions and other Benefa&tions will be thankfully
received by EBENEzZER Ma1TLAND, Efq. the Treafurer,
in Coleman-Street, London; and by Mr. Joun Wee-
STER, the Secretary, in Queen-Street, Cheapfide, London;
from both of whom Forms of Petitions, as well as every
information relative to this Charity, may be had.

The following Form is recommended to fuch Perfons
as may be inclined to bequeath Legacies to this Charity :

Ttem,—1 give and bequeath unto the Treafurer, for the
Time being, of the Society for the Relief of the Neceffitous
Widows and Children of Proteflant Diffenting-Miniflers,
the Sum of to be applied towards fupporting and
carrying on the charitable purpofes of the faid Society.

) MANAGERS FOR THE YEAR 1801.

John Raymond Barker, Efq. No.31,
Lower Grofvepor-ftreet -
“Thomas Boddington, Efq. Clapton
John Braduey, Efq. Clapham
Willam Efdaile, Efq. Lombard-
ftreet
James Efdaile, Efg. Bunhill-row
‘Wm. Fox, Efgq. at Mr, Fox's, Finl-
" bury-place .
Nathaniel Feon, Efq. Botolph-

lane

Jofeph Gutteridge, Efg. Camber~
well .

Jamecs Gibfon, Efq, Highbury-place,
lﬂington

Edward Jeffries, Efq. Clapham

Thomas Jefferys, Efq. Cockfpur-fir,

Mr. David Jennings, Fenchurch-fir.

Mr. William Lepard, Bartholomew-
Close

Mr. Stephen Lowdell, Queen-firect,
Southwark

Ebenezer Maitland, IMq. King’s
Arms Yard

Samuel Shore, Efq. Clapham

Mr. James Smith, Colebrook-row,
Ifhington

Jofeph Stonard, Efg. Tower-hill

Jobn Towgood, Efq. Clement's-
lane . -

Mr. Wm. Taylor, Newgate-fireet

Mr. £olm Warren, Sandy’s-fireet

Jofiah Walley, Efg. Crutched-Friars

Mrs. John Weblter, Queen-ftreer,
Cheapfide

Joha Yerbury, Efg. Clapham.
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OBITUARY.

ON November 10, 1800, died at Earl’s-Barton, in Northamp-
tonshire, aged 38, the Rev. John Timson, Pastor of the Baptist
Church in that place. e was bornat Old, a village in the above
county, lying on the left of the road from Northampton to Ket-
tering. The former part of his life was spent in ignorance and
sin. He truly lived without God in the world. Bur the Lord, in
the methods of his grace, having sought, ‘and fouad him out, he
became a zealous follower of the blessed Jesus. He joined the

- Baptist Church at 3harnbrook, in Bedfordshire, then under the
pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Gryndon. = After some time he was
encouraged to speak from the yvord of God among his Christiza
friends, and having made trial of his abilities, he was sent forth
by the Church to preach the Gospel, wherever Praovidence might
"epen-a door for him. He soon was invited among a_ few poor
people at Eacls-Barton. After a season, he entered on a course
of stated ministerial services among them. "Hic labours were
blessed ; the congregation irgreased, and sinners were converted.
When he first went among them, there were not abovs four per-
sons who could properly be cousidered as members. These in-
creased to nearly 20, before he was settled as their Pastor. - He was
ordained on June 23, 1796. Having his heart impressed in a power-
ful measure with the importance of religion, he was aftive and
‘zealeus in his public work. While he maintained a warm attacii-
ment 1o evangelical truth, he enforced its holy and practicat ten-
dency, with all his might. 7The Lord continued to bless him, and
at his death, after a long and heavy affliftion, the Church con-
sisted of nearly 40 members. He wasburied on the 14th, and
Bis funeral was preached, in consequence of his own request, by"
Mr. Sutcliff, of Olney, trom 2z John 8, Look to yourselves. Ai-
ter a few introdutory remarks, the Church was requested to con-
sider the text as the last, the dying legacy of their late aifeCtionate
Pastor. It was then improved as an address to them; frf, asin-
dividuals ; they were urged to make it their. fudy to fall in with
the revealed design of God 'in making them his people; then,
secondly, it was addressed to the Church in their coilettive capa-
city. They were exhorted to remember, that their connection with
cach other remained, though their Pastor was dead ; to cherish love,
peace, and unity among themselves; to be humbled under the
hand of Geod in this providence ; to be thankful they everenjoyed
their late minister ; to let their future coniuét shew, that they
had profited by his ministry ; and to be active, yet cautious in
seeking after a successor. The whole was closed, by remindiag
all who had sat under his ministry, that they and he must mect
again at the Bar of Christ, where not only the manner how he had
reached, but also how they had heard, must pass under a so-
chn review, Tosuch as lived and died in astate of impenitence,
it would be an awful interview, seeing his faithful ministrations
would rise up to their confusion : while all, who through a divine
blessing, had been converted, or edified under his lubouss,
niight now rejoice in the pleasing prospect of thathuppy day, whea
they should neet nevermore to separate. o
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ORIGINAL POETRY,

MISSIONARY THANKS.

Sung en the Thank[giving Day, 24th April,
1t 0C.
The day on which the Mifffondries and
their Wives joined the BartisT Cnorcr
in Bengal.

"W HIS day be facred to the Lorp,
] While we in grateful lays
Recite the wonders of His love,

And tune our hearts to praife.

Each individual here can fay,

{And feel his bofom glow)
¢ Mercy and goednefs from the Loap
« Have follow'd me ’till now."”

Eut private thoughes be banifh’d hence—
To-day our fouls expand

We blefs our Gop for Gofpel-grace
Shewn to a heathen land !

‘We fee his Providence fulfil
What Prophets long foretell;
The growing interefl of eur Lerd
With joy our eyes behold {

Yet let this joint requeft be heard,
Which we to-day prefent—

May e be faithfulin the work
xor which we’re hither fent.

J. FOUNTAIN,
NI

TO A PERSECUTING CLERGYMAN:

HOU Clergyman of Eritiiz lock,
It is reported by your flock,
“'That you have cenfur’d ti::fe
‘Who are the fervants of the Loxd,
And walkaccording to his word.
Thefe, Sir, did you expcfe.

The judgment which yeu then didpals -
‘Was without niercy.and alas!
It was as ftrange 2s new : —
Who notordainec. b+ 2ythaps, preach,
And thofe who do a. meetings teach,
Arc alla damned crew,

‘We Lope their cafz is not fo bad,

Did not your fury drive yeu mad,
Your bitternefs was great.

‘Why did you thus in anger burn 2

Why did you thus your pulpit turn
into a judgment feat?

Do vou not know the time draws near,

W hen every preacher muft appear
*Beiore the judgment throne

Of Him, whom Ged did conftitute

Ta judge the world without difpute 7

*Tsil then, let thefe alone.

Tho’ théy are rot ordained or fent
By one who {its in parliament,
Or lord-like overfeer 5
Eiders have more authority
T heir minillerial aifs totry
Than any learaed peer.

Thofe miniters whom you condemn,
And in-mad wrath befpatter them,_

Are honeft menand true : :
They have both'fkil to preach and pray,
Ard fome do thirk they know the way

To heaven as well as you.

God’s holy word, bath day and night,
Tsall their fudy and delight;
In it they meditate :
They Jeius Chrift obey and ferve,—-
Your Popith rites dare zot ehlerve,—
They men’s inventions hate,

No gowr: or caffock do they wear

Whene'er they publickly appear
Toferve the Lord of Hofts:

When they are praying with their flocks,,

They dor’t put on their Enen trocks,
To make them look like ghefls,

They arc not prone to curfe and fwear ¢
But, living always in God's fear,

His dodirine they adorn @ )
They don’t demand a new-form'd pay
For preaching more thau once a day :

Such pradtices they fcorn, ° -

Thisdoclrine ftill they do maintain, e
All people muft be born again,

Or ne’er can happy be:
Altho’ to fome it feems quite ftrange,

| None can without the new birth's change

The heavenly kingdom fee,

Tp heaven they fend their fervent cries,
And pray for all their enemies,
They holy peace purfue. .
They of God's truth are not atham'd :—
Now, if fuch men as thefe be damn’d,
What will become of you? '

S. Mzorzy,



ORIGINAL

A CHRISTIAN SONNET.
Tranflated from the French of M. de Barreaus.

A CONVERTED PROFLIGATE,

LMIGHTY Gop, Lord of the carth
A and fkies,
‘Thy ways arc equal, holy, juft, and wife :
"Goodnefs and mercy, to the fons of men,
Mark cv'ry mo.nent of thy gracious reijzn.
Yes, Lord! thy mercy as the heavensis high;
But ok, my crimes are of no common dye ¥
Guilt fuch as mine, if fuch was ever known,
Leaves thee the choice of punithment alone :
Thy juftice=yea, thy clemency - demands
That I fhould perith by thy righteous hands.
‘Thy will be done¢ !—a wretch fo vile as {,
Who liv’d not 0, thould for thy glory die.
My grief o'erwhelms me! but do Thou de-
fpife
The floods of tears now gufhing from mine
eyes. .
Ride forth, with thunder, in thy drezdful car,
Strike,—it is time !—render me war for war,
Howe’er I may my mifery deplore,
Thy-righteous ire I'll perithing adore.
But—thy defiroying bolts—where can they
all P
The blocd of ‘]erus Chrift defends me from
them all |

[P D e o ol

ODE ON WAR.

Hate that drum's difcordant found,
Parading round,and round, and round :
Fo thoughtlefs youth it pleafure yields,
And lures from cities, and from ficlds,
To {ell their liberty for charms
Of tawd ry lace, and ghitt’ring arms 3
And, when ambition’s voice commands,
. To march,and fight, and iall in farcign lands.

T hate that drum’s difcordant found,
Parading round, and round, and round ;
To.me it talks of ravag’d piains.

And burning towns, and ruin’d {wains,
And mangled limbs, ard dying groans,
And widow’s tears  and urphan’s moans,
And all that mis’ry’s hand beftows,

To 6} the catalogue of human wees.

35

POETRY.
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INVOCATION TO PEACE.

<Y 8 Pzarcr.:

(QWEET Peace, return! thy wonted blifs
) reftore,
Bid war's inJatiate feourge prevail no more ;
Sheathe the dread fverd that deals defiruc-
tion round, _
Ard ev’ry ear falute with tranguil found!
Oh ! bid oppreflion from cach-land retire,
Ard Britain’s fons with halcyon blifs infpire ;7
Remove the mis'ty of domekic woes,
And huth the tomult of contending foes!
Let cach w th patriot zeal, al! firife difown ;
Be one their wifkes, and their motives one 7
The widow’s tears, her fad corroding care,
The orphan’s fighs, aflift thisardent prayr:
May he on whom propitious fortune imiles,
Xelieve that breafr which adverfe fate be-
guiles |
May virtue's impulfe ev'ry purpole move,
70 adls of goodnefs, Universar Love!

b o oV )

NOW IS THE ACCEPTID TIME.
2 Cor. vi. 2.

\ LL hail! the blifsful eera’s come !
"\ Let fongs immortal rife!
Salvation free falutes our ears,

And light divine our eyes.

The Golpel brings a fovreign balm
Te every wouuded foul ;
Reftores the dying man to life,
And makes the finner whole,

What kings and prophets with'd to fee,
And waited long to. prove ;

With ecftaly our fouls embrace,
While we adore and love.

Behold the poor, the fick, the blind,
Have riches, healtk, and fight !

Where mental darknefs veild the mind,
Behold celeftial lighe!

Now deftitate and starving fouls,
Partake of Angels’ foeds

The bread of Jife divinely free,
Aund every needful good.

While thefe glad tidings are reveal'd,
May Cauers hear and live 5

Welcome the bleflings, and with iy
To Goo the glory give!
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A4 LIST OF THE MINISTERS
WHO ARE lNGAGED_ TO PREACH .
THE LORD’s DAY EVENING LECTURES,

AT

THE MEETING-HOUSE, IN NEW BROAD STREET,

MINISTERS, 1801 1801 18a1 1802
Rev. Mr. Thorp, Apidl  glJuly  5{OQ&ober giJan. 3
Mr. Hughes, | 12 12 T 10
——Mr. Gaffee, 19 19| 18 17
——Mr. Booth, 26 26 25 24
—Mr. Collinfon  |May  3lAugut z/Nov. 1Ffeb. 7
Mr. Dore, 10 9 8 14
~—Mr. Townfend, 17 16 15 21
——Dr. Rippon, 24 22 22 28
~—Mr. Brookfbank, 'June  7[Sept.  6{'dec. &March 7
Mr. Steven, 14] - 1 13 14
——MTr. Hutchings 21 20! ‘20 23
Mz, Smith, - | 28 27 37 28

N. B. May 31, Aug, 30, Nov. 29, and Jan, 31, will be
fupplied with Minifters provided by the Managers.

#,% On the firft Lord’s Day in the Month Service begins at
half paft fix, and on the other Lord’s Days at fix o’clock
- precifely. '

Subferiptions for the Support of this Lefure are received by
Mr. George Hammond, Whitechapel, Treafurer;
MANAGERS.
1Ir. R. Arnett, Bearbinder-lineMr. G. Bowley. Bithopfgate-fir
Mr. W.Gillman, Bank buildingsMr. 8. Houfton, Great St.Helens
Mr. Gouger, Newgate-ftreet  Mr.R. W. Jupp, Carpenters-hall

Mpr. S. Ponder, Houndfditch  Mr. N. Phene, Moorfields
Mpr. J. Warmingron,CripplegateMr. T. Randall, City Road
Mr. T. Willats, Fore-fireet  ~ Mr. R. Weftley, Cullum-fireet.

The Managers meet in the Veftry, for the gurpofe of receiv-
ing fubferiptions, and to accommodate fubfcribers with feats, at
feven o’clock on the following Tuefday evenings in each month
wix. May 12, July 14, Sept. 15, Nov. 1801,—Jan. 12,"March
16, 1802,
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LETTER
TO
THE LASCARS,
BY THE LATR REV.S. PEARCE®,

Lascars!
OU are far from home, and in a country of firan-
gers. Moft of the Europeans whom you have
been accuftomed to obferve, have perhaps difcovered a
defire for wothing but gain, or bonor, or perfonal indul-
gerice ; but you know et all : in this ftrange land there
are many who think of you, weep over you, and pray to
the great Allah for you. Their hearts are filled with the
moft affeftionate concern for your happinefs: fome haxe
obferved, and others have inquired after your manner of
life; and they are grieved to find that your bodies, and
the purfuits of this world, -engage al?’ your attention.
‘They confider that you have immortal fouls within you,
and they fend to you this paper to befeech you to can-
fider it with ferioufnefs. Confider that this life ‘is the
paflage to another ; aad that while you are unconcerned
about eternity, you cannot be prepared for it. ¥You pro-
fefs to believe that there is a2 God, who made you and all
things. God has not made all things alike. = Some crea-
tures have no capacity for attaining the knowlédge of
God, as the beafts, birds, and fithes ; and as they caanot
know God nor his will, fo there is no good nor evil in
their doings; but yew, who are made capable of this great
attainment, you, wheo muft live for ever, are accountable -
for all your a&ions. God hears every thing you fay, and
fees eyery thing you do.” God knows al] your thoughts,
and defires, and purpofes ; and he will call you to an ac-
count for all at the great Day when he fhall judge the
world in righteoufnefs. - T
Were you éver ¢oncerned to know what you muft do
to pleafe'God 2. Did you ever confider that, as'he f‘gﬁgl@’g’i
you your life and all its comforts, you ought therefore tq,
praife him? that, as' you are conftantly dependant upon

* M. Pearce wrote this letter under many interriptions; and
in greatfeeblenefs, towards the clofe of his Iaft afliction, with
a view that it might be wanflated, We beligve this is. net: vee
done.

Juns, 1801.] 1
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him for al} things, you ought to pray to him; and that as
he is altogether good amE boly, you ought fupremely ta
love him and delight in him, “Surely, if you have never
thought upon thefe things befare, it is now high time to
begin, left you thould die in your fins, and God at laft
fhould fay, conéerning each of yeou, ¢-Hereds a vile un-
¢ grateful Lafcar, whom J.made, and fed, and clothed,
¢ and preferved all the days of his life; but he never
¢ thought upon me, never praifed me, never loved me.
¢ Caft him mto hell for ever I’

You believe that Mofes was a prophet. By him God
gave his law to man in’ writing. That law requires all
men to love God with 411’ their heart, and to” love their
neighbour as they "love themfelves. No law could be
more ju/t thanthis ; for~God “is infinitely good himfelf,
and is the author of all' the good in thé ‘aniverfe: and as
to men, we are all defcq‘nde from,one father, and there-
fore we all ought to love one anothéras brethren. Nor
“could any law be given, the obfervance of which, would
fo effeCtually benefit ourfelves; for if welove God fu-
premely, and one another difiitereftedly, we fhall all be
peaceful and happy, fince all the nifery that exifts in the
world is pwing to nothing elfebut’a want ef love to God
and one.another. ;' And, indeed, ‘God himfelf denounces
the moft awful vengeance onevery foul of man that deeth
evil, and "breaketh his moft’ gpodﬁncf holy law; for by
the fame praphet, Mofes, he had’ declared, “ Cuyrfed is
4 every one who continueth not 'in all things written in
« ‘the Book of the law to do them.””’

Alas{alas! "All men have broken this good law, Wg
have broken it ; 'you have broken it and therefore weare
all finners under’ the curfe of God.” "And, Oh! what a
dreadful thing is it for 3 rational, immortal being to be
curfed by the blefled,God, and curfed for ever.

What then will you do to be‘faved?, How will you
¢lcape the danfnation of hell  “Can.you pay the debt you,
have contracted? Can you blot out the remémbrance of
jour 'finis'from the mind of God ? Cahn you evade his fearch,
et fromi his<vengeance, induce a change in'his purpofes,
of defy his‘power?  As well miight you' sttempt. ta drain
the:oeedn oY difplace the ftars.

What then will you do? Q, dear. Lafcars & we fend
you gludtidings of greatjoy~ The God whot we have.
pifended, hath takep pity on.us, and in his love.andmer-

cys
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cy, has raifed up an all-fufficient Saviour; a Saviour fit
for us, and fit for you ; able tofave usboth to the utterz
moft 5 to reftore us to the enjoyment of God, from whom
we have wandered, to fill us with’ a fenfe of his love in
life, to comfort us when we aré finking in death, and té
raife us'to the enjoyment of immortal bleflednefs.

In communicating thefe glad tidings to you, wedo not
deceive you with the words of man’s invention ; we have
the authority of the great God himfelf for what we fay ;
and the experience ofour own hearts affures us of its truth.
Once indeed we were all like you;~ignorani of our guilty
and dangerous ftate.  'We thought only about being happy
in this world ; but the mere we ftrove to be fo; the moré
wretched we became; till at length, it ‘pleafed ‘God to
teach us the danger of dying as we were, and "the folly
of delaying, for -a fingle moment, to fearch if falvation
might be obtained.. Our hearts were filled with fear, and
we put the fame queftion to curfelves which we bave now
put to you—W hat muft we do to befaved? Then we fell
down before God, and confefled that we were rebellious
{inners, who had deferved his everlafting anger; ard that
if he punithed us for ever, he would do us no wrong:
We earneftly entreated him for mercy, and befought himx
to fhew tous fome way of falvation. ~ Behold he: was gra<
cioufly entreated of us ; he fent his word, and healed us;
he made known to us the way of peace; and, difpelling
fear from:our hearts, filled them with confolation and joy:

Now, no fooner did we tafts thefe ineftimable bleffings,
than, fuch was their nature, they begot in us-the moft
earneft longings that every poor finner in the world might
be made as happy as ourfelves, '

We faw the world lying in wickednefs; the far greater
part of mankind living Jike brutés, thoughtlefs of them
felves and of God. . Among thefe, dear Lafcars, we be-
held you, God, who had mercy on us, moved us to piry
your unhappy ftate; and in fincere affection totell you the
way to be h‘app{ here, .and for ever. '

Hear, then, Lafcars! the heavenly meffage. God fo
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whofoever believeth in him might not perifh, but have
everlafting life. This gréat Gitt of God to us, and for
us, is Jefus Chrift. You perbaps have been taught;- thaé
¢his Jefus was only a prophet, like Mofes, and could-do
no morg for you; but you have been mifled. The Jewith

12 prophets
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prophets who came before him, moft plainly foretold that
he was to be a divine Saviour; and his ]gifciples, who
were taught from his own lips, went about the world,
declaring that they had found him, of whom Mofes in the
law and the prophets had written, even Jefus of Naza-
reth, who they affirmed, as to his natural defcent, came
from the ftock of Abraham, but who was alfo God over’
all, blefled for ever: and all who heartily received their
report, found, as we alfo have, deliverance, and peace, and
joy, by believing on his name.

You allow that Jefus was God’s prophet: now he faid
that he and the Father were one; fo that they who ho-
noured the Son.did honour the Father alfo: but the pro-
phets of ‘God do not lie, and therefore we adore him as
the Son of God. :

‘This biefled Saviour, for the great love that he boreto
us poor finners, from before the foundation of the world,
at length clothed himfelf in our nature, and became bone
of our bone and fleth of our fleth; for he was bornof a
virgin, in whofe womb he was formed by, the power of
God ; on which account he was free from all fin in his na-
ture; and when he grew up to manhood, although man
who were his enemics, becaufe he preached fo faithfully
againft their wicked pradtices, continually watched him
to find fome evil, of which they might accufe him; yet
they-could find none. For the firft thirty years of his life,
he lived moftly in obfcurity; but at length he made a more
public appearance. Twice did the holy Father give no~
tice of his dignity, by proclaiming from heaven, This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed, hear ye
him. Then he went forth in his omnipotent goodnefs.
He raifed men to life from death and the grave, and daily
employed himfelf in healing all manier of ficknefs and
difeafes among the people, without a fingie failure. This
he did in the fight of all ranks of men, for three years tos
gether ; and when the fame of his miracles drew the peo-
ple around him, his heart being filled with compaflion
and tender love to them he faithfully told them of their
fins, ferioufly warned them of their danger, exhorted them
to repent, and affetionately invited them to come t6 him
for falvacion, promifing them the remiflion of their fins,
and the gift of eveiluiting life. ‘

‘But the remiffion of our fins coft him moft grievous

fufferings s
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fufferings;. for nothing befides his precious blood was fuf-
ficient for our redemption: yet fo much was his heart
fet upon our falvation, that he was content to undergo the
{evereft torments, and to die the moft thameful and cruel
death, rather than we fhould be loft for ever.

This, Lafcars, this is the blefled aews! Thefeare the
glad tidings of great joy which mutt be preached to aH
people, and which the God of heaven, by our means,
now fends to you. Jefus was crucified for us. He died
that we may live; he fuffered that we may be happy.

Behold, here, the myftery of his incarnation ; and learn
why God was manifefted in the flefh. Had he not put
on our nature, how could he have fuffered in our place?
And if he had not been divine, of what more value would
his blood have been than the blood of one of us, or one of

ou ? :
¢ But now wecannotdoubt of the efficacy of his fufferings,
who was at once the Son of God and the Son of Man.
And who can but admire and adore the grace of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, that he fhould endure fuch agonies for us?

Jefus fhed his blood for Jews,and there were thoufands
of the pofterity of Abraham, who believed in his name,
and loved him till they died. Jefus died for Gentiles too.
He died for us, and fince we knew his love, our hearts
have been drawn to love him in return. Jefus died for
Lafcars! Jefus fuffered unnumbered tortures for Lafcars !
O Lafcars, have you no love to Jefus? Long indeed you
have remained ignorant of our dear Saviour; but now
God has made failors of you, and fent you to England,
that you might no longer be unacquainted with fefus.
O, how great the privilege that you hear his blefled name,
and are taught the truths of his great falvation before you
die. Lafcars! receive into your hearts this word of life;
give thanks to God that you are not fuffered to perifh for
want of a Saviour. Put your truft in the Almighty Jefus,
and yield yourfelves to him as living facrifices ; then fhall
you have the witnefs in yourfelves that he is the Son of
God ; for you will find fuch peace, fuch joy, fuch deligh~
in God, fuch defires after purity ; fuch loveto our Savia
and to all who love him too, of every country and of #
colour, as will affure your hearts more ftrongly ¢/
the force of arguments, that the religion of J-~

7i3
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from heaven, and that it leads thither every foul whofin-
cerely embraces it.

Confider, dear Lafcars ! this Jefus, though he died, yet
he arofe again to life on the third day, after which he
afcended up into heaven, to dwell with his Father, and
to govern the world, until he fhall come the fecond time
to judge all men, and fix their ftates for ever; when it
will be found, that thofe whe have believed on him, and
owned him before men, thall be eternally faved; but thofe
who perfift in difbelieving on his name, fhall be everlaft-
ingly condemned.

Lafcars! believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and ye fhall
be faved ! ’

W
DEATH OF THE AMIABLE MISS E— M—.

A Letter to a Lady in London on the Death of 2 Friend
in the Country,
BY THE REV. J. FAWCETT, AL M.

And now affectionately addreffed to Young People.

DEAR MADAM,
Q_ S you requeft me to give you fome account of the
death of Mifs E... M... the following particulars
I hope will not be unacceptable.

Before it pleafed God to engage her attentionto the great
concerns of a future flate, fhe was in fome danger of being
too much captivated with the fafcinating fplendour of gay
and politelife. The death of a relation was the mean, in
the hand of the Almighty, of leading her to fee, in a juft
light, the vanity ofthe world, This event produced fuch
fenfations and refietiens in her mind, as had the moft fa-
Jutary tendency. She began to be apprehenfive, from the
precarious ftace of her health, that the had no reafon to
expet a long continuance here. Death at that time ap-
peared to her with a moft dreadful afpe@, becaufe the knew
corfelf to be a finner, and not in a fate of reconciliation
fo r‘ f{icndﬂzip with God. )
and tic pardon of fin, the fan&ification of her nature, and

But fﬁ&m {uited to the heavenly world, the was fully

: *were neceflary to futurc happinefs. For many
vouthful follics the ftood {e/f-condemned, and

id not make known her inward difquictudes

W
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to any one, fhe had, for fome time, fore conflits in her
own {rea{t. She fought relief from God only, pouring
out her requefts before his throne for that mercy which is
never denied to thofe who fincerely alk it, in the name of
Jefus, He who hath faid, ¢ [ love them that love me,
and thofe that feek me early fhall find me,” was pleafed
to manifelt himfelf to her, in fo gracious a manner, as at
once to remove her difguicting fears, and eftablith her
mind in hope and tranquiility.---Looking one day into that '
fmall volume, entitled, ¢ A golden Trealury for the Child-
ren of God,” the mediration defigned for April 7, page 127,
engaged her particular attention. The portions of the
divine word there inferted, the found, as fhe told me, ex-
actly fuited to hercafe. Her own fentiments were exprefl-
ed in the following petitions; ¢ Have mercy uponme, O
Lord, for I am weak; ftrengthenme with ftrength in my
foul.” The divine anfwer was made good to her, and
afforded the relief (he needed; ¢ My zrace is fudficient
for thee; for my firength is made perfeét through weak-
nefs. The Lord taketh pleafure in them that fear him,
in thofe that hope in his mercy.” She was then enabled
to fay, with humble confidence, ¢ Iam weak indeed, but
Chrift is firong; I am poor, buthe isrich; Iam fick, but
he is the Phyfician; Iam a finner, but he is the Saviour of
finners. 1 find inhim everything an{fwerable tomy needs.”
His atoning facrifice gave relief to her wcounded confci-
ence, and joy to her defponding heart. Renouncing all
confidence in the fleth, from this period, looked for all
her falvation from the Redeemer’s crofs. The following
plain verfes, fhe faid, exprefled the language of her heart:

Thou Ged of all grace, whom angels adore,
My crimes I confefs, and mercy implore;

Let guilt be removed, and now let me be,
In Chrift the Beloved, accepted with thee.

-He yielded to death the loft to redeem,

And they are through faith made righteous in him;
Renew’d by his Spirit, and wafh’d in his bloed,
They rifeto inherit the kingdom of God.

Lord, why fhould I doubt? thy mercy is free;

And none. are caft out whocome unto thee.

‘Thy glorious falvation I languifh to know;

From all condemnation deliver me- now.

Expos’d to thy wrath I own I have been,
Deferving of death becaufe of my fin;
11 4 Ye
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Yet Jelus, the Savour of finners, hasdy’d ;

And all do find favour who in him confide.

I hope in thy word, thy promife of grace,
Then grant me, O Lord, the fmiles of thy face ;
On Jefue relying, thy grace I implore,

Aud living or dying, Iatk for no more,

When her diforder began to prevail, the earneftly re-
quefted me tovifit her as often asmy other concerns would
permit. I {oon found her intelligent and converfable upon
divine fubje&ts, far beyond what I expected. Her concep-
tions of the way of falvation were clear, her faith in the
Redeemer fteady, and her hope lively. Flattering expe@-
ations were fometimes raifed refpecting her recovery. The
ableft phyficians attended her, and every method was adopt-
ed in order to reftore her debilitated frame; but though the
was often relieved, and the threatening fymptoms checked
for a feafon, yety to the great diftrefs of her affectionate
parents, fhe viftbly declined in ftrength, and wafted away -
by flow degrees. A

When a minifter is called to vifit the afli&ted, he often
finds himfelf under great embarrafiment. To difcourfe
with them concerning death, and the necefity of being
prepared for that awful event, isthought harfh and fevere,
He that would deal faithfully with them, and admonifh
them of their danger, needs not expelt to be often invited.
But this was far, very, far from being the cafe with our
young Friend. She knew herfelf to be in dying circum- -
fiances, and had no wifh to be told that there was hope
of her recovery. - Though her expeations of a temporal
kind were confiderable, fhe freely relinquifhed them all,
and became not only indifferent to all ‘earthly things, but
altually dead tothem. She might well fay, '

“Tis fnifh’d now—the great deciding part,
Tie world’s fubdu’d, and Heaven has all my heart.

“When fhe faw her affeGionate mother weeping by her,
fhe always endeavoured to comfort her by fuch words as
thefe, ¢ Mamma, do not weep fcr me, I am quite happy ;
I have no wifh to live; if Imight nave life by withing for
it, I fhould rather chufe to die, and go to my Redeemer.’
Such entire vi&tory over the world, in one of her years,
and circumftanced as fhe was, is very uncemmon, and can

only
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only be the effect of that faith which overcometh the world,
as it is'the fubftance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not feen. . :

When I read to her fome fele&t portion of the divine
word, fhe Jiftened with the moft ardent attention, and of-
ten fignified how comforting and fupporting it was to her
mind. Though her weaknefs and pain increafed from
week to week, fhe never feemed to be weary of reli-
gous exercifes. Her requeft, when I left her, generally
was, ¢ Come again foon,” or, ¢ When will you favour me
with another vifit’ When prevented by other engagements
from attending her at the time the expeéted me, I fome-
times tranfmitted to her a few hafty lines, which I knew to
be expreflive of the fentiments of her mind. Thefe the
prefently committed to memory, and adopted as her own.
Permit, me, Madam, to prefent you with a few of them.

Faith views the great Redeemer’s blood

A facrifice for fin,

‘That finners, reconcil’d to God,
Might live a life divine.

Faith glories only in his crofs,
And nought would know befide;

What was'my gain I count bat lofs,
For Jefus crucify’d.

My foes he vanquifh’d on the tree:
Faith now can joyful fing,

» —< O grave, where is thy vicory?

O death, where is thy fting #”

Let death diffolve this mortal frame,
"T'he dait return to duft ;

Jefus, in thy almighty name .
My foul doth humbly truft.

Faith looks beyond the darkfome tomk,
To realms of endlefs day,

And cries, ¢ Lord Jefus, quickly come,
And fetch my-{oul away I’

THOU Sovercign of my heart,
On whom my hopes depend,
Aflure my confcience that thou art
' My everlafting’ Friend.

Low at thy feet Ilie-
Opprefs’d ‘with fin and gtief
Look on me with a pitying eve,
And grant.my-foul relief.
‘ Where
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Where elfe can finners go
But to thy gracious throne?

No other help or hope I know,
But in the Lord alone.

A wand’rer I have been

In folly’s crocked ways;
Cleanfe my polluted foul from fin,

Through thy unbounded grace.

My follies I confefs;
Before thy feet' I fall

Be thou my firength, my righteoufnefs,
My portion, and my all.

Eternal [ife is thine;
That life to me impart ;

‘With light, and peace, and joy divine,
Fill my defponding heart.

Then patient I can lie
Beneath afflition’s load,
Waiting till thou fhalt bid me die,

And leave this dark abode.

For thou wilt furely come
To fet my fpirit free,

And take me to my heav’nly home,
‘That I may dwell with thee,

THE RESIGNATION.

MY times, O God, are inthy hand;
My foul fubmiffive lies,

“Waiting for thy divine command
To call me to the fkies,

"The regions of eternal peace
~ ’Erelong I hope to fee;
Sign, gracious Lord, my fweet releafe,
And take me home to thee.

Why fhould I be of death afraid,
If thoy art with me there?
Though I walk through its darkeft fhade,
X will not yield to fear.

Supported by thy fov’reign love,
And clafp’d in thine embrace,
My willing foul would mount above
To fee thy blifsful face.
Yet if thy gracious will ordain
] My flay on earth a while,
Dear Lord, my fainting heart fuftain,
And chear me with thy {mile.
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If thou my foul with lively faith,
And heav’nly comfort fill,

In pain or ficknefs, life or death,
Pl welcome all thy will.

All the vain hopes of earthly blifs
I chearfully refign,

Since God himfelf my portion is,
And fhall be ever mine.

My friends and relatives below,
Ye obje@s of my love,

Ibid a fhort farewell to you,
For we fhall meet above,

LONGING FOR DISMISSION.

IN thy dear name alone I truft,
My Saviour and my God;
Thy righteoufnefs is all my boatt,
And thy moft precious blood.

Didf thou not leave thy bleft abode
To fuffer, bleed, and die?
And rifing maik the happy road
Which leads to realms on high?

To thee my ardent withes rife;
O take me to thy breaft!
Ilong to meet thee in the fkies,
And claim the promis'd reft
My firength declines, my {pirits droop,
Support me by thy pow’r;
Thou art my everlafting hope,
My refuge and my tow’r.
1 lorg to fee thy blifsful face,
And bow before thy throne,
Wkere glory beams with brightef rays,
"f"o mortal eyes unknown.

With heav’nly profpes full in fight
And dead to all below,

T wait thy fignal for my flight
From all thefe fcenes of wce.

I bid adieu to mortal things,
To mortal joys and cares;
Bear me, bleft Angels, on your wings,
Beyond the fhining ftars.
Il gladly quit this dufky {phere
To reach the heavenly plains;
My treafure and my heart are there,
There my Redeemer reigns.
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There pain and ficknefs never come;
There tears are wip'd away;

Youth triumphs in immortal bloom,
And pleafures ne’er decay.

My laft vifit to her was on Sunday evening, Sep. 22.
I found her extremely ill, but fupported amidft her agonies
by a lively hope of celeftial felicity, and full of heavenly
comfort. A mortal coldnefs had already began to feize her
emaciated hand. I told her, her warfare was nearly ac«
complifhed; fhe replied, with the fweeteft compofure,
¢ Lhope it is.” She wifhed me once mere to affift her devo-
tions,and particularly to pray for her releafe; I endeavoured
to do fo, in afew fhort petitions, commending her foul to.
the hands of her Redeemer, whom having not feen, fhe
loved; in which fhe appeared to joinin the moft fervent
manner.  After having fuggefted a few confolatory
hints, with a view to confirm her faith in the laft canfli&t,
I took my leave, not expe&ing fo fee her again till we
thould meet in the world of fpirits. Her cough was in-
ceflantlytroublefome ; her pain, in every part, very great ;
and her weaknefs not to be deferibed.

Soon after I left her, fhe defired to be moved, and feel-
ingthe fprings of life begin to fail, {he faid to her attendants
¢ It is now over,” or words to tirat purpofe. She appeared
to be perfe@lyfenfible, calm, and compofed, to the lait ; of-
ten faying as long as the could be heard to fpeak, Come,
Lord Jefus? At halfpaft nine, fhe breathed out her hap-
py {pirit into the bofom of Him who had long marked her
for his own.

She in a facred calm refigned her breath ;

And, as her eyelid’s clos’d, flie fmild in death.
‘The fight of her corpfe brought to remembrance the words
of Dr.  Young, on a like occafion,

¢ Lovely in death the beaateous ruin lay.’

Though fhe was much endeared to her {riends, yet they
could not but defire to fee the time of her releafe.
Her fufferings were great, and long-continued; but
never did I fee, in a young perfon (for the was but juft
turned of fifteen) fuch a pattern of {weet refignation, of
dignified patience, of noble fortitude, and of entire dead-
nefs to every thing below. Her heart and her hopes were
above. Death was not to ker the objettof dread, but of
defire.  She fettled every little circumftance of a temporal

nature
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nature, in the profpe of her end, with the utmoft coum-
pofure, and talked of dying as of going fome pleafant
journey. ¢ What, my dear Mifs,” faid one of her atten~
dants, ¢ are you not afraid of the pains of death? 8he
affured her, that fhe felt no tenror in that refped; far her
merciful Saviour was abie to fupport her. She often faid,
under her fharpeft pains, ¢ 1 am very happy; ¥ would st
change fituations with any one living.” "The little fiook
of money fhe had in her pofleffion, fhe divided into fmall
fums, and fent them to the moft nsedy and deferving ohw
jeéts fhe could remember.

Her parents, Madam, as you will {fuppofe, ‘aneiin grest
trouble. T'his to them is breach upeon breach, as it is net:
long fince they parted with their oldeft daughter in much
the fame way. But I hope they will be eaabled to cons
{ider, that it is the Loord’s doing, who has but taken what
he firlt gave. If they are bereaved of their amiable chil.
dren, they have enjoyed them as. long as God intended
they fhould ; and though the parting firoke is painfil, they
have this ground of folid confolation in both inftances,
their dear offspring have obtained the object which they
both earneftly defired ; for, before they leit the wakld,
they longed to depart, and to be with Chrift. “They
were both the comfort and joy of their pacents while
living, but they are now gone to the arms of their-hea-
venly Father. They both langwithed long between life
and death, a circumftance whiek ferves to reconcile the
moft affeCtionate relatives to the clofing fcene.

I will freely own, Madam, that my heart is deeplyaf
feCted on the prefent occafion. Itis fome relief torclate
thefe circumftances to you. 1 am affured of your fym-
pathy ; for you have a mind fufceptible of tender feelings.
But our forrow is, on thefe occafions, mingled with joy:
It is faid, when Barnabas came to Antioch, and had feea
the grace of God in the converts there, he was glad. 1
muft acknowledge, that 1 never faw the grace of God
more evidently manifefted, in its blefled influence, than
in thefe two amiable children,

How happy are thofe that die in the faith of Jelus!
What facred peace, what divine tranfposts, what emo-
tions of love, of joy, and of confidence, do they then ex-
perience? As the outward man perifhes, the inward man
gains ftrength and vigour. The bed of death dignifies the
believer, and renders him an objeét worthy the notice of
men and angels. Kt is there that he appears victorious

over
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over the world. He -is in the world without taking a
Part in its concerns. He is in the body, without being
attached toit. He rejoices in hope of the glory of God.
He walks with tranquillity, through the valley of the
fhadow of death. He fears no evil amidft ail the objeés
of dread; for his God is with him, and fupports him in
his final hour. His faith penetrates through the clouds
of mortality which yet furround him. Ee looks within
the veil, and beholds his gracious Redecmer ready to re-
ceive him. He fees the eternal inheritance for which he
has fo often fighed ; the heavenly home where he longs to
be. He has in profpeét the city of the living God, filled
with the glory of his prefence, where holy fouls enjoy
thofe unfpeakable pleafures which the Almighty has pre-
pared for them that love him. He confiders himfelf as
on the borders of the heavenly land, the inheritance of the
faints in light, the dwelling-place of the righteous, with
whom he hepes fhortly to unite, in finging the fong of
Mofes, and of the Lamb, for ever and ever. He hears
the voice of his Beloved faying unto him, ¢ The hour is
approaching, when thou fhalt quit the world, where thou
haft been a ftranger and a pilgrim. The time of trial and
of tribulation with thee is nearly finifned. . The bonds of
mortality fhall quickly be broken, and thou fhalt be re-
ceived to the bofom of thy Redeemer. The celeftial
gates are open for thee. The church of the firft-born
waits to welcome thee home. - Thy mortal frame, which
thou muft leave for a while, fhall fhortly follow thee.
Though it return to duft, it fhall be raifed again immortal
and glorious.” :

Under impreffions excited on the late folemn occafion,
impreffions which I hope no length of time will efface, 1
fubfcribe myfelf,

Dear Madam, '
Your affe&ionate Friend,
And obedient Servant,
7 F.

ELEGY.
>TIS finifh’d—the confli¢t is paft,
The heav’n-born {pirit is fled;
Her wifh is accomplifh’d at laft ;
Eliza now ranks with the dead.

The months of affli¢tion are o’er,
The days and thenights of diftrefs,
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We fee her in anguith no more;

She has gained her happy releafe.
She waited her Saviour’s kind will,

With patience and meeknefs divine,
Then welcoming deat.: with a fmile,

Did giadly her fpirit refign,
No ficknefs, or forrow, or pain,

Shall ever difquiet her now;
For death to Fliza was gain, :

Since Chrift was her life when below.

He gathers his lambs with his arm
And calleth them home to his breaft,
No danger is there to alarm, ’
No envious foe to moleft.

Her foul has now taken its flight,
To manfions of glory above,
To mingle with angels of light
And dwell in the kingdom of love.
The {cenes of diftrefs which are paft,
Then let us remember no more ;
Eliza is {weetly releas’d,
And all her afili®ion is o’er.

The viftory now is obtain’d;

She’s gone her dear Saviour to fee;
Her withes fhe fully has gain’d,

She’s now where fhe longed to be.

The coffin, the fhroud, and the grave,
To her were no objefts of dread ;
On Him, who is mighty to fave,
Her foul was with confidence ftay’d.
Her corpfe in the fepulchre lies,
With Harriet her fifter interr’d ;
When Jefus appearsin the fkies,
He’ll raife them to life by his word.

The tomb fhall its treafure refign :

When once the grand fignal is giv’n,
The Sifters in glory fhall fkine

As bright as the angels in heav’n.

Then let us forbear.to complain,

That they are remov’d from our fight ;

We hope we fhall fee them again,
With new and redoubled delight. .
In faith, expe&tation, and love,
We'll wait till our warfare be o’cr,
Then join with the blefled above,
Where parting is dreaded no more.

4“7
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THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

:UNDEg THE CARE-OF

THE REV. MR. JOSEPH CARYL,
AND SINCE OF
THE REV. DR. JOHN OWEN ; MR.DAVID CLARKSON ;
MR. ISAAC LOEFTS 3 DR. ¥*AAC CHAUNCEY ;
DR. ISAAC WATTS ; &, e,

The Names of all the Members vnder the Paftoral Care of
Dr. Jou~n Owen, and of thofe laze under the Care of
Mr. Joseru Carvyi, at the time of their Coalefcing,—
June 5, 1673.

Lord Charles Fleetwood . . . died O&. 4, 1692
Sir John Hartopp . . . . . . died April 1, 1722
Mr, Smith Fleetwood . . . . died Feb. 1708-9
Mors. Fleetwood . . . . . . died Jan. 10, 1680
Lady Hartopp . . . . . . . dead Nov. 11, 1711
Will, Steele, Serjeant at Law . . died O&. 2, 1680
Mrs, Steele, . . . . . . . diedMar. 5, 1691
Mr. Robert Mafeall . ., ., . difmiffed 1688
Coll. John Defborough . . . . died Sept. 10, 1680
Dr. Will, Staines . . . . . died Feb. 11, 1679
Mr. Richard King . . . . . died O&. 14, 1677
Mrs.King . . . . . . . difmifled 1689
Col.Berry . . .« . . . . died Mayg, 169r
Mrs. Berry . . . . . . . died 1oberg, 1681
Col. Elliftone . . . . . . . dead 1683
Mrs. Ann Crifp . . . . . . difmifled 1689
Mrs. RebekaKing . . . . . difinifled = 1689
Mr, Thomas Doyly . . . . . died Mar. 28, 1675
Mzrs. Doyly (Mrs. Owen*) July 5, 1677 dead
Mrs. Urfula Doyly, his fifter, . . died April 28, 1691
Mors, Polhill . e . . died Dec, 21, 1684
Mbrs. Bendifh, . e e e .
CapteLoyd, . . . . . . . died April 13,1682
Mr. Goddard, . .. . . . . died June 2, 1675
Mr. Melhuifh, .- . .- . . . gone into the countr
Mr. Sam. Stratton, . . . . . difmiffed Feb. 1689
Mrs. Loyd,, « o . . . . .  died July 1673
Mr. Nichols, « + .+ .« .+ . died April 8, 1687
Mrs. Nichols . . . . . . . died July 7, 1666

# Probably her maiden name was Doyly.
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Mary Paitey, .

Mrs. Sufan, Lord Flectwood’s fervant, died April 3, 1688
Mary Perrium (now Mrs. Stevenfon) died Feb. 1709,10
Martha Hewitt, (alias Bedford) . gone to Coventry
Mrs. Owen, (the Do&orswxfe) died Jan. 28, 1676

Mrs. Sumers, e e .

Mr. William Viner, (Ruling Efder) died Jan. 10, 1677
Mrs. Viner, (his wife) . ., . . died Nov. 22, 1674
Mr. William Bearman, . ..
Mr, JohnGold . . . . . . died Aug. 22, 1679
Mrs. Gold . . « « + .+ + departed 1689
James Hayes, Efq « « +« + . died June 7, 1688
Mr. Robert Newman, . . . . died Jan. 29, 1682
Mrs. -Sufan Newman, . . . . died Jan. 18, 1691
Mr Thomas Rofle, . . . . . died Dec. 17,'1676
Mrs.Rofle, . . . . . . . died 10ber 18, 1690
Mr. John Brett, . . . . . . died Jan. 10, 1685
Mrs. Brett, . . . . died Jan. 1, 1676
-Mr. Robert Blackburne, . « . died fune 9, 1701
Mrs. Blackburne, . .. . . . died March1z, 169§
Mr. William Daniell, . . . . died June 7, 167
Mrs. Daniell, . . . . . . died June 28, 1681
Mr. John Coldham, . . . . =«
Msrs. Coldbam, . . . . . difmifled Aug. g, 1693
Mr. Samuel Shute, . -. '
Mrs. Ann Shute (alias chkards)
Mr. Benjamin Shute, . . died June 26, 168x
Mrs. Mary Shute, . . . . .
Mr. JohnChild, . . . . . . died O&. 1, 1686
Mrs., AnnChid, . . . . .
Mr, Thomas chkard e e
Mrs. Mary Pickard, . . . . died May, 1684
Mr. William Pnckard
Mr. Thomas Powell, . . . .
Mrs. Winifred Powell, . . . deadFeb. 1708,9
Mr. Thomas Rolfe, . . . . . died Dec. 11, 1684
Mr. John Meriton, . . . . . "died O&. 22, 1682
Mr. William Wavell, . . . . died April 11, 1688
Mrs, Wavell,. ., . . . . . died 8ber 25, 1696
Mr. John Upther, . . . . . died Jan. 1682
Mr. William Scaman, e « . . died 1700
Mrs. Seaman, . . < . died 1ober 1£82
Juwe, 1801.] Kk
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Mr. Jacob Fofter, .
Mrs, Fofter, . . .
‘Mr. Samuel Cooper, .
Mr. Jofeph Watts,
Mr. Henry Worfter,
Mrs. Worfter, . .
Mr. Richard Davies,
Mr. Robert Davies,
Mr. Zephany Hilfon,
Mrs. Hilfon, .
Mr. Robert Martin.
Mr. James QOakes

Mr. William Bowers,! .

Mr. Anthony Light,
Mr. Jothua Lafhen,
Mr. John Lane, .
Mrs, Lane, . . .
Mr. William Player,
Mrs, Player, . .
Mir. Nath, Denham,
Mr. Edward Beacon,
Mrs. Ann Beacon,
Mr. Andrew Gill,
Mr. Caleb Hooke,
"Mrs, Hooke, . . .
Mr. William Elles,
Mr. Peter Coffens,
Mr. Caleb May,
Mzr. John Tucker,
Mrs. Tucker,
Mr, Smithy, . . .
Mr. Francis Marfhall,
Mr. Edward Allin
Mr, William Harris,
Mr. William Addis,
John Ofmonton,

.

Mr. Nahum Crofly, .

Mrs. Carter, . .
Henry Cock, . .
Katharine Cock, .
John Allin,

Mrs. Allin, .
Mr, Phrip, . .

Lady Vere VVilkinfox.x, .

Mrs. Afh, e e

e o o 3 -
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: dead

LIST OF MEMBERS IN

died 7ber 18, 1694
died 7ber, 1694
died March 27, 1679

died April 26, 1682
departed 1689
died April 24, 1680
died June 20, 1696

. 1095

died Aug. 15,
died March,

died June 19,
died May :o,
died June 11,
died April 1,
died 8ber 19,
died Jan. 213,

1660
1701
1686
1687
1678
1684
1693
1688

" died March 17, 1689

.

died July 30, 1679
gone to Norwich

* difmiffed April, 1690

died Jan,
difmiffed
died Feb. 20,
died rober 11,
died Aug. 2,
died April 26,
died June

died Jan. 1,

1702-3
1689
1682
1694

1674
1687

1690
1676

died Aug. 15, 1684

died Feb. g,

died March 6, 1693
died O&. 16, 1678
died June 18, 1674
died Jan. 30, 1688

1690

éeparted into the Weft
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M, Mary Fofter,
Mrs. Rye,

difmiffed 1689
died Sept. 25, 1678

Mre. Katharine W’aters, (a]xas .Vn;eA) died March 1634

Mrs, Eliz. Green, femox, .

Mrs. Ann Vyrer,

Mrs. Green, junior

Mrs. Mary Bellamy, (wnhdrawn)
Mrs. Frances Addis . .

Mrs. Mary Hurlock, (alias Stzﬁe)
Mrs. Hannah Bartrum

Mrs. Green . .
Mrs. Rebeka Dicas
Mrs. Partridge

Mrs Hannah Ruck . .
Ars. Sarah Abnie, (Lady Abne r)

died May 8, 1676
died April 14, 1685
died March 1691
departed . 1689
difmiffed” 1689
died Aug:'8, 1680
died June 24, 1684
died Dec. 25, 1679
departed 1689

. died O&, 2, 1679

Mrs Sarah Powell, (alias Lady To-mpfon)

Mrs. Dorothy Gattan

Mrs. Wintrop

Mors. Katharine Be’llamy

Mrs. Jeanes .
Mprs. Baldwin .
Mrs. Rowclifte

Mrs. Hatley

Miurs. Clarke

Mrs. Beufoy

Mrs. Nobs

Mrs. Moxall . .
Mrs. Anne Johnfon .

died 1702
dead 1683
departed 1689
died 1686
difmiffed g ber 1689
dead 1589

died July 17, 16738
died Aug. 11, 1674

. died g ber 1697
" .7 died March 28, 1638

Mrs. Frances Lafher, (a‘la; Sr'mth) died Aug. 6 1596

Mrs. Sarah Heckford, (

Mrs. Mary Brag .
Mrs. Mary More .
Mrs. Phillips
Mrs. Gaines

Mrs. Rebeka VV.hit.e ..

Mrs. Redraan
Mrs. Rickards .
"Mrs. Broadway

Mirs, Hulburt, ff’m'or ’
Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler

Mrs., Hudfon
Mrs. Mafon
Elizabeth Harvey

Mrs. Rebeka Stot, (a.nurfc)

Dorcas Rickards .

411:15 Lhal’;\.ton )

died Sep. 30, 1678
died 1o ber 26, 1690
dead ©1683
died O&. 1688
died Jan. 4, 1673
died Jan. 21, 1690
died Feb. 5, 1691
died 7 ber 29, 1678

died Dec. 22, 1676

died June 28, 16,9
died 10 ber 25, 1689
died Sept. 1673
died Aug. 8, Ib"‘i
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Mrs. Hannah Goflin, (a nurfe) . died Nov. 1, 1682
Margaret Kidderminfter . . .

Mrs Blackbird . . . . . . . died March 14,1677
Mrs. Sarah Allin . . . . . . died rober 31,1694
AmnButlin . . . . . . . . died Jan. 13, 1678
Margaret Vyolet . . . . . . died gbers, 1686
Nurfe Seawell . . . . . . . died Feb. 4, 1686
Mrs. Elizabeth Collyer, (wife to) disd Jan. 1, 1694
Mr. Nath. Collyer, Deacon . . dead 1699
Mr. John Gerrard, Deacon .

EXTRACT from a Piece of the famous Rev. THOMAS
GrANTHAM, a General Baptiff, 168g.
 Of the Manner of Marriages among the Baptized Belieygis.”

« WE are not againft, but for, the public folemnization
of Marriage according to the law of the land, fave that
there are fome ceremonies ufed therein which we cannot
compiy with. And becaufe fome of the Priefts will not
marry us at all, and others will not do it, unlefs we con-
form to all the ceremonies required in the fervice-book j
this puts us upon a neceflity to have it done without them,
and the mauner thus: :

¢ The parties to be married being qualified for that.
ftate of life, according to the law of God, and the law of
the land, as to the degrees, &c. therein limited, they call
together a competent number of their relations and friends ;
and, having ufually fome of our miniftry prefent with
them, the parties concerned declare their contralt for-
merly made between themfelves, and the advice of their
friends, if occafion require it; and then taking each other
by the hand, declare, ¢¢ That they from that day for-
ward, during their natural lives together, do enter into
the ftate of marriage, ufing the words of marriage in
the fervice-bock, acknowledging the words to be very
fit for that purpofe. And then a writing is figned by the
parties married, to keep in memory the contract and co-
venant of their inarriag2, to this effect :

« Thefe are to teftify to all men, that we A. B. of,
&c. and C. D. of, &c. have, the day of the date hereof,
entered into the covenant and ftate of marriage, according
to a folemn contrat heretofore made between ourfelves,
and with the confent of fuch as are concerned, in order
thereunto: and we do now, in the prefence of Almi btg

QG
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God, and the witnefles hereafter named, ratify the faid
contraét and covenant at ¢ marriage, this day verbally
made ; in both which we do, in the fear of God,
mutually and folemnly, and for our parts refpeQively,
promife, in the ftrength of God to live together in the
ftate of marriage, according to God’s ordinance, from
this day forward, to love each cther as hufband and wife,
and faithfully to perform all the duties to which we are
bound by God’s law, and the good laws of the land in
that cafe provided, till the Lord by death fhail feparare
us. In teftimony whereof we have hereunto fet cur
hands, the day of, &c.

¢ Then is annexed a Certificate of the witneffes, thus—
We whofe names are fubfcribed, do teftify, that the above-
faid A. B. and C. D. the day and year above-faid, did
mutually take cach other into the ftate of marriage, ac-
knowledging the contratt and covenant, and ratifying the
fame by word, and by the fubfcription thereof, as above-
faid. In witnels whereof, we do hereunto fet our hands
the day and year above-faid.

¢ After thefe things, fome fuitable counfel or inftruc-
tion is given to the parties, and then prayer is mude 0
God for his blefling upon the parties married, &c.”

Extradt from a Regifter of Marriages,
IN DR. RIPPON’S CHURCH BOOK,

« Benjamin Keach and Sufanna Partridge, his wife,
were married the two and twentieth of April, 1672,
by Mr. Hanfard Knollis,” —{Mr. H. Krollis was ti.a
paftor of the Baptift church, which till of late met at
Cripplegate. ]

¢« Thomas Stinton and Elizabeth Keach his wife, were
married the 29th of May, 1690, by Mr. George Barretr,
Rotherhithe parifh.”

« Thomas Burch, of the parith of Mary Magdzlene,
Bermondfey, and Elizabeth Sornell, of the fame parifh,
were marriedon the 26th of July, 1694, in the parifh of
Olave’s, Southwark, by Mr. Benjamun Keach.”

¢ James Stockwell, of the parifh of Stepney, and
Catherine Heflcor, of the fame parifh, were mariied on
the 3d day of September, 1694, in the Meeting-houie on
Horfelydown, in St. Olave’s, Southwark, by Berjamin
Keach.”—~[Mr. Benjamin Keach, it is generally known,
was Paftor of that' Church, which #ew meets in Carter
lane, Southwark.]

Kk 3 « Beo.
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¢ Benjamin Stinton and Sufanna Keach Were married
the fifth of O&ober, anno 1669, in the meeting-houfe, in
Devonthire-fquare, by Mr. Rich. Adams.”

¢« Peter Carter and Rachel Keach were married the
firft of January, anno 1699-1700, in the meeting-houfc
at Horef:lydown, in the parifh of St. Olave’s, Southwark,
by Richard Adams.”—[Mr. Richard Adams was fuc-
ceflor of the eminent Mr. Kiffin, in the paftoral office of
the Baptift Church near Devonthire-fquare. ]

QUAKERS® ATTENTION TO THE INDIANS IN
NORTH AMERICA.

THE people called Quakers, with a benevolence, which is

worthy of praife and imitation, have taken into confi-
deration the growing direffes of the'Indiavs. :

¢ A report on the fabje& of the Indian ratives, was made to
the Yearly Meeting in America, on the 2d of Oftober, 1795,
and then read, confidered, ard adopted. On the next day it
was again read, and a committee of ‘twenty- nine were appoint-
ed to receive and appropriate fuch monies as may be raifed to-
wards effe@ing the beneficial, pious purpofes held up to view
in faid report, '

At 2 Meeting of the &id Committee in Philadelphiz, on the
3d of the 11th month, 1795, the following Epiftle was di-
re@ted to the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings belonging to
the faid Yeariy Meeting. '

The Committee appointed by the Yearly Meeting to at-
tend to the growing concern for the welfare of our Indian bre-
thren, have ferioufly confidered the important truft devolved
upon them, the profecution <f which will evidertly require
prudence, patievce, and perfeverance ; its ultimate obje¢t, un-
der the Divine bleffing being no lefs than the tempcral and {pi-
ritual welfare of fome thoufands of our fellow men, and their
pofterity. -

Difficulties, however, ihould not difcourage us from the ex-
ercife of cur Chriftizn duty toward thefe people, whén we call
to mind that they were the original inhabitants of this land, and
that they kindly reccived and made room for our forefathers,
when rbey were flrangers in it ; efpecially as ave are fertled upon
the {ea coafts, znd parts adjacert, enjoying, threugh the bounty
of Providenwe, an abundaice of temporal bleffings, where they

“once lived in eafe and plenty, but are zoav wandering from hill
to hill, fcarcely abie to find fubfifience in thelir former wa)} of
Life ;
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life; circumftances which loudly czll for our brotherly afliftance
to put them in a way to fupport themfelves by agriculture and
handicraft. . _

It is hoped that fome fober wellejualified Friends will be
drawn to unite with the concern, fo far as to go among them for
the purpofe of inftructing them in hufbandry and ufeful trades,
and teaching their childrzn neceffary learning; that they may
be acquainted with the fcriptures of truth, improve in the prin-
ciples of Chriftianity, and become quaiified to manage tempo-
ral concerns; and itis expected that the Committee wili find it
expedient to ere&t grift and faw mills, fmiths thops, and other
neceflary improvements, in fome of their villages. ~For the fup-~
port of thofe who may be difpofed t0 undertake the performance
of thefe fervices, due provifion is intended to be made; and
any propofals from concerned friends will be received by ["homas
Wiftar of Philadelphia, our clerk, and laid before the Com-
mittee for confideration.

The prefent appears to us a favourable period for carrying on
this good work—the boundaries of fome of the tribes are fixed
by treaty—their lands cannot now be {0 eafily alienated as here-
tofore ; and evil communication with traders and others is in-
tended to be prevented by government, whofe counfent and ap-
probation of the meafures propofed has been already expreffed.

We have appointed John Elliot our treafurer, who is to re-
ceive the colleftions that may be made in the feveral meathly
meetings for thefe berevolent purpofes. -

-To ipread before friends fome information of the prefent
opening for.ufefulnefs, the following Speeches of fome of their
Chiefs, and extrads of letters from others who have been tanghc:
to read; and write, are. felefted from a confiderabie number
which fpeak the fame language, from different tribes.

Signed by direétion, and on behalf of the Committee, by

THoMmas Wistar, Clerk.,

Extrasts from Speeches and Letters of fome Indian Chiefs.

The Speech of Gayathuta, an ancient Chief of the Seaneca
Nation on the borders of Pennfylvania, as given in charge
by him to one of the Sachems of that nation, in the year
1790, to be delivered to the Friends of Philadelphia.

BroTHERS, the Sors of my beloved Brother ONAs,*
‘When I'was young.and firong our country was full of game
which the Good Spirit fent for us to live upon. The lands which

belonged to uys were extended far beyond where we hunted. I

and the people of my nation had enough to eat, and always fome-

thing to give to our friends when they entered our cabins ; and
*.Onas is the Ipdian word for a quill, and by that name they fpeak of

Wilkiam Penn,
xk4 we
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we rejoiced when they received it from us: hunting was then
not tirefome ; it was diverfion ; it was a pleafure.

Brothers—When your fathers atked land from my nation, we
gave it to them, for we had more shan enough : Gayafhuta was
amongft the firft of the people to fay, < Give land to our bro-
ther Onas, for he wants it,”’—and he has always been a friend to
Onas, and to his children.

Brothers—Your fathers faw Gayafhuta when he was young ;
when he had not even thought of old age or weaknefs: but
you are too far off to fee him now he is grown old, He isvery
old and-feeble, and he wonders at his own thadow, it is become
fo little. He has no children to take care of him, and the
game is driven away by the white people; fo that the young
men muft hunt all day long to find game for themfelves to eat;
they have nothing left for Gayafhuta. And itisnot Gayafhuta
only whe is become old and feeble ; there yet remain about
thirty men of your old friends, who, unable to provide for them-
felves, or to help one another, are become poor, and are hungry
and naked. ' :

Brothers—Gayathuta fends you 2 belt which he received
long ago from ‘your fathers, anda writing which he received
but as yefterday from one of you, By thefe you will remember
him and the old friends of your fathers in this nation. Look
on this belt and this Wwriting, and if you remember the old
friends of your fathers, confider their former friendfhip, and
their prefent diftrefs; and if the Good Spirit fhall put it in
your hearts to comfort them in their old age, do not diffegard
his counfel. We are men, and therefore need only tell you,
that we are old, and feeble, and hungry, and naked ; and that
we have no other friends but you, the children of our beloved
brother Onas. :

ve—

An Extra& of a Speech from Gayontwaghta, commonly called
Corn-Planter, a Sachem of the Six Nations, te Friends, in
the year 1791.

BroTHERS,

The Senneca nation {ee that the Great Spirit intends they
fhould not continue to live by hunting, and they look round on
every fide and enquire who 1t is that fhall teach them what is
beft for them to do.

Your fathers dealt honeftly with our fathers, they have en-
gaged us to remember it, and we wifh our children to be taught
the {fame principles by which your fathers were gunided.

Brothers,—We have too little wiidom among us; we cannot
teach our children what we perceive their ficuation requires
them to know. We with to be inftru&ted toread and write,
and fuch other things as you teach your children, efpecially the
love of peace. A

n
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An Extra& of a Letter from Hendrick Aupaumut, a Chief of
the Muhheconnuk Tribe, now fettled upon the Oneida Refer-
vation in the State of New York, to William Savery, in the
year 1794.

I and my nation are fully determined to become hufbandmen
—are greatly encouraged to go on in the way of induftry, that,
inftead of depending upon the ufing guns for our fupport, we
take hold the ax, hoe, plow, fcythe, and fickle, that our chil-
dren after us may become good farmers ; and above all, numbers
of us, both male and female, are come to a refolution to wait
upon the Great Good Spirit, who will lead us in the way of
everlatting life—and I hope that number of my friends have
experienced in meafure the love of Chrift, who died for chief
of finners, And we have fent our children to {chool every day,
to learn to réad the word of God and other good bocks—and
endeavour to imprefs the things in their minds which are pro-
fitable for body and foul.

My good friends, I have juft inform you our fituation; we
have build a houfe above one year ago, about thirty feet fquare,
to be ufe as fchool-houfe and a houfe where we met on Lord’s
day, to wait upon God, aad here is fome inconvenience in the
time of cold weather, without fire to warm the houfe, and in
confidering this I come to conclude a querie with you as friend,
whether you would be fo kind as to help us, or fpeak or vfe your
influence among your brethren and friends in your fociety, to
Lelp us to keep this houfe warm—That our poor childrea may
be warmed in the time of fchoul, and eur poor people may
not catch cold in the time of waiting and worfhipping God in
this houfe. If you would, then, my,petition is to you and your
friends, to put ftove in this houfe, and we will put fire on't,
then the houfe will be warm without getting great deal of
wood. And I believe it will be agreable to the Father of all
mercies.

—
From other Letters from the {fame to the fame, in the year 17g53.

My friend, I feel happy to hedr your kind and fiiendly
words ; th#-you had a concern for your poor Indian friends,
and that -y6u would help them both in body and foul. And
tae token Of which you have fignified that you would fend
fome bocks or ‘implements of hufbandry to fuch place
as it would be beft.” My friend, this is moft aceeptable
offer, and I am requefted by my people to defire you to
fend fome implements of hufbandry to Fort Schuyler on
Mohawk river, t0 John Poft’s, who will take care of them
till we fetch them. The hoes are moft wanting among us,
zlfo two or three plows, chain and fcythes, and axes, and
harrow tooth—thefe articles are very fcarce here in wildernefs—
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if we could get fuch, we could then go on with our {pring work.
Refpeéting books, {pelling books and primmers are neceffary, for
there are about forty fmall children who would ufe the fmall
books, but the big children have got {ome buoks to read from
other quarter.

My friead, I will acquaint you that we attempted to build
faw-mill this fummer, and have got all the irons ready——we
intended begin to work next month, but money being fo fcarce
we could not purchafe fome neceffaries on that work.

My friends have thought that if we could hire fifty dollars
from our friends, we could make cut—and they defire me to
mestion it to you—My friend, I only mention this to you, that
you may know our fituation—and if you find it you could lent
us fo much without harm to your minds, we will replace next
winter—there is annual fum come in to this nation out of which
we can replace your money.

My people and friends does very well this fpring in their at-
tempts to learn to-be farmers,

One of my boys has been fick, and died three weeks ago—he
was eight years of age—one week before he expired I alk him
feveral queftions—Among other things I afk him whether he
could truft our Saviour Jefus—he {aid ¢ Yes [ have often pray
to him in my heart.”

e ————————————————e—
SKETCH

FROM
DR. ROBERTSON’s CHARLES THE FIFTH,

: OF
The Hiflory of the warious Tribes and Nations of Savages irn
- North America. .

THE Americans fubfift chiefly by huating and fithing. Scme
tribes negleét agriculture entirely. Among thofe who culti-
vate fome {mall {pot near their huts, that, together with ail
works of labour, is performed by the women. In fuch a flate
of fociety, the common wants of men being few, and their ma-
tual dependance upon each other fmall, their unian is extremely
imperfect and feeble, and they continue to enjos their natural
liberty almoft unimpaired. It is the firft idea o American,
that every man is born free and independent, and shat no power
on earth had any right to diminifh or circumfcribe his natural
liberty. There 1s hardly any appearance of fubordination
either in civil or domeitic government. Every one does what
he pleafes. A father and mother live with their children, Like
perfons whom chance has brought together, and whom no
common bond unites. ‘Theit manner of educating their chil-
dren is fuitable to this principle. 'They never chaftife or punifh
tzem, even during their infancy. As they advance in ye;rs,

the
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they continue to be entirely mafters of their own a&ions, and
feem not to he corfcious of being refponfible for any part of
their conduét. 'The power of their civil magiftrates is extremely
limited. Among moft of their tribes, the Sachem or Chief 1s-
elective. A council of old men is chofen to affift him, without:
whofe advice he determines no affair of impertance. The Sa«~
chems neither poflefs nor claim any great degree of authority.
They propofe and intreat, ratier than command. The obedience
of their people is aitogether voluntary. The favages of America
eagage wm tacir military enterprizes, not from conftraint, but
choice. When war is relolved, a Chief arifes, and offers him-
felf to be the leader. Such as are willing (for they compel no
perfon) ftand up one after another, and fing their war-fong.
But if, after this, any of thefe fhould refule to follow the
leader to whom they have engaged, his life would be in
daager, and he would be confidered as the moft infamous of
men. Such as engage to follow any leader, except to be treated
by him with great attention and refpe&; and he is obliged to
make them prefents of confiderable value. Among the Ame-
ricans, the magiftrate has fcarcely any criminal jurifdiction.
Upon receiving any injury, the perfon or family offended may
infli& what punifhment they pleafe on the perfon who was the
author of it. -Their refentment and defice of vengeance are
excefive and implacable. Time can neither extinguifh por
abate it: it isthe chief inheritance parents leave to their chil-
dren ; it is tranfmitted from generation to generation, until an
occafion bé found of fatisfying it. Sometimes, however, the
offended party is appeafed. A compenfation is paid for 2 mur-
der that has been committed. The reiations of the deceafed
receive it ; and jt confifts moft commonly of a captive taken in
war, who, being fubttituted in the place of the perfon who
was murdered, affumes his name, and is adopted into kis
family.

ZIME, THE GREAT TALENT.

« Hours hiwe wings, and fly up to the Author of time, and
carry news of-our ufage. All our prayers cannot entreat one
of them either to return or flacken his pace. The mifpence of
every minute is 2 new record againft usin Heaven. Surely, if
we thought thus, we fhould difmifs them with better ceport,
and not {uffer them either to go away empty, or laden with
dangerous intelligence.”—This paffageis quoted' by Mr. Her-
bert Croft (from zn ancient author whom he does not name) in
his plan of an intended Englifh Diftionary, as an example of
the word m:fpence.

« Alfred, defervedly ftyled the Great, ufually divided his
time into three equal portions : one was employed in fleep, and
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the refrefhment.of his body by diet 2nd exercife ; another in the
difpatch of bufinefs; a third in ftudy and devotion : and, that
he might more exa@lly meafure the hours, he made uvfe of
burning tapers of equal length, which he fixed in lanthorns, an
expedient fuited to that rude age, when the geometry of dial-
Jing and the mechanifm of clocks and watches were totally
unknown. And by fuch a regular diftribution of his time,
though. he often laboured under great bodily infirmities, this
martial hero, who fought in perfon fifty-fix battles by fea and
land, was able, during a life of no extraordinary length, to
acquire more knowledge and even to compofe more books, than
moft ftudious men, though bleft with the greatelt leifure and
applioation, have, in more fortunate ages, made the objet of
their uninterrupted ftudy.” Hume, vol. 1, page 97.

Itis faid by Dr. Johnfon, in his Life of Bpeihaave, -that
dittinguifhed and pious phyficizn, that ¢« His knowledge, how-
ever uncommon, held in his charadter but the fecond place; his
virtue was yet much more uncommon than his learning. He
was an admirable example of temperance, fortitede, humility,
and devotion, His piety, and a religious fenfe of his depea-
dence on God, was the bafis of all his vistues, and the prin-
ciple of his whole condu&@. IHe was too fenfible of his weak-
nefs to afcribe any thing to himfeif, or to conceive that he
could fubdue paffion or withftand temptation by his own
natural power; he attributed every good thought, and every
Jaudable aition, to the Father of Goodnefs. Being once atked
by a friend, who had often admired his patience under great
Erovocations, whether he knew what it was to be angry, and

y what means he had {o entirely fupprefled that impetuous and
ungovernable paflion? he anfwered with the utmoft frackinefs
and fincerity, that he was raturally quick of refentment, but
that he had by daily prayer and meditation at length obtained
the maftery over humfelf.

<< As foon as he rofe in the morning, it was (throughout his
whole life) his Jaily praltice to retire for an hour to private
prayer and meditation ; this, be often told bis friends, gave bim
Spirit and vigour in the bufinefs of the day, and this be therefore
commended as the-beft rule of life; for nothing be knew could fupport
the fouly in al! diftrefes, but a confidence in a Supreme Being, nor
can.a fleady and rationdl magnanimity flow from any other fource
than & confeioufuefs of the divine favour.”

See on the employment of time, 2 ftriking practical example
in the charatter and habits of Dr. Doddridge, as fet forth in
Mr. Orton’s life of that excellent man,

¢ Think nought a rrifle, tho’ it fmall appear ;
Small fands the mountain, moments make the year,
And trifles life.—Your care to trifles give,,
Or you may die, before you truly live.” Youne.
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TO0 THE EDITOR OF THE BAPTIST REGISTER.
DEAR SIR,
Send you a fpecimen of an Effay towards a Theologi-

cal Di&tionary, the empioyment of fome very plea-
fant hours about fourteen years ago, when I was in the
houfe of the late excellent Mr. Ryland, at Enfield. From
the labour and pleafure of teaching in the Academy, I
was in the habit of retiring, at leifure hours, to learn at
hisfeet. What you now receive was, in general, dictated
to me with that benevolent zeal, that fervour of love to
Chrift, and that extemporaneous facility of communica-
tion, for which you well know he was fo remarkable.
Scarcely a day pafles, but I think of the happinefs T had
in the friendfhip with which ke honoured me ; and the
profpe& of his company in a pure and perfet ftate of fo-
cial blifs, is very-delightful. Let my fpirit be with his
{pirit for ever! ’

How ardently do I wifh that fome perfon, preperly qua-
lified, would produce a work in alphabetical order, in-
cluding aceurate definitions on all fubjefts in Divinity—
Hints of the ftrongeft arguments pro and con—Sketches of
the Hiftory of Controverfies—pertinent referemces to
Seripture—and a colleftion, as complete as poffible, of
the beft Theological Books. If fuch a work were con-
duéted by a2 man of biblical learning, avowedly an enemy
to fcepticifin, decided in favour of truth, eminent for
evangelical favour, and ardent to promote general edifi-
cation, it would be, I apprehend, far fuperior to Dr.
Doddridge’s Theological Lectures, though it might be
greatly indebted to that learned and elaborate performdhce.

' I am your’s affectionately in Jefus,

Stratford, : 3y

———

THEOLOGICAL DICTIONARY.
ABSOLUTION—Is the entire releafe of a2 man from ali
obligatien to purifhment for his crimes. Confule
Dr. Gill, Bod. Divin. Vol. 2. on Pardon.—Dr. Qwen;
on the r3oth Plalm,.—Mr. Fobn Mafon, Chriftian
Morals, Vol. 2.

ABSURDITY—Is any thing that is contrary to reafon ;
a contradiétion of ideas in the human underganding. e
is effential to the human underftanding to perceive that
all things are not alike true, nor alike fit; nor alike
gooed ; not alike falfe, nor alike unfit, nor alike evi;

an
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and bad. The underftanding difcerns many things by

intuitive perception, and our intuitive perceptions arg
the foundation on which all our reafonings reft. The
difference betwezn myiteries and abfurdities is this : A
myftery is a truth, the exiftence of.-which we cannot
doubt, but the mode of its exiftence we cannor com-
prehend: An abiurdity is an evident contradition;
to common fenie. See Fobn Brine againft Fawmes

Fofter, 8vo. 1746.

ADOPTION—Is an a&t of God in his family order
or houfehold government, by which he takes into his
family all thofe who are regenerated according to his
awn likenefs or . image, and married to his only begot-
ten Son by faith and [ove; and he delivers or makes
over to them the right and privileges of fons, and ties to
them or endows them with the eftate or inheritance
itielf by his unalterable will and teftament. See Dr.
Witfius de Adoptione et de Spiritu Acdoptionis. Dr.
Gill Bod. Div. vol. 2. Dr. CGwen, on Communion with
God. Mr. Bgflun on Fourfold State. Mr. Wilcox’s
Sermen on 1 Jo. iii. 1. vol. 1. Serm. 23. Mr. Hall,
Help to Zion’s Travellers.

CALVINISTS.—Their Defetis.

1. Negle@ing to reprefent the whole fcheme ina beau-
tiful light.

2. The Aigh Calvinifts have very much negle&ted the
ftudy of merality on Gofpel prineiples. Very few Cal-
viniftical minifters have ftudied moral philofephy in all its
parts. ‘They have very littic knowledge of Ariftotle and
Tully’s Offices among the ancients, or of Juvenai’s 1oth
Satire, which is one of the mof! ftriking inve&tives againft
vice to be found in the world. They have not ftudied
Grove’s Syftem of Moral Philefophy, nor David For-
dyce’s, nor Dr. Ed. Bentham’s, which has the largett
collection of zuthors on morality that we have in our
language.

3. On the other hand, the &w Calvinifts are very de-
feétive in ftudying the fublime and glorious do&rines of
the Gofpel. [ty have contented themfelves with a cold
and partial repreicitation of Gofpel truth 5 they have
prefied the duties of worality in a poor, iean manner,
and have negle&ted that g.a < Canon, or Rule for Gofpel
Miniftersem—Preach; the doc:riics f the Gofpelpractically—
the duties o the Law evangelically.

4. The
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4. The Calvinifts of different denominations have been

very defetive in candour and fweetnefs of temper towards
each other ; and, by their unmanly and ungenerous conten-
tions with each other, they have greatly expofed the
common caufe to reproach and ridicule.
5. Many of them have been very defective in a deli~
cate and corre& tafte for polite literature. A clear fenfe
of the fublime, the beautiful, and affeéting, is not attended
to with relith and zeal.

6. Devotional Criticifm has been exceedingly negle@-
ed. By devotional criticifm, I mean wife and pious re-~
marks on the energy of the facred originals—lively re-
marks on the images and figures of the Bible, which con-
tain a beauty, or exprefs a paffion. Very few preachers
have the genius to unite devotion and eloquence together.

7. A defett in ftudying the whole Socinian Contro.
verfy. Very few have ever gone to the bottom of that
corrupt fyftem, which is the meft malignant enemy to
genuwine Chriftianity.

8. Lukewarmneis, or a want of zeal, for the difplay
and propagation of the nobleft principles in the world,
marks the charalter of moft CaLvinisTs.

[ 7o e Continued. ]

— e ———

ANECDOTES.

75 the Editor of the Baptift Regifter.
Rev. Sir,

If the following anecdote, (which was fome years ago told me
by a venerable Minifter in the weft of England), ftrike you
in the fame point of light in which it hasdone me, you will
give it a place in your valuable monthly repofitory.

Ycurs, in the Gofpel,
Philemon.
Cruclty difarmed by Meeknefs.

A poor but pious woman, who had been much perfecuted by
an ungodly hufband, for her love to Jefus and his gofpel ; after
hearing the Minifter, whom fhe atteaded, preach a leGure on
that precious promife, Deut. xxxiii. 25. ¢ Thy fhoes fhall be .
iron and brafs; and, asthy days, fo thall thy ftrength be,”
the returned home to her habitation with an uncommon en-
largement of heart;—as foon as fhe entered the houfe, her
hufband, who was juft come from the alehoufe, firft began to
abufe her, and then, by a blow on the face, firuck ker to the

grouad.
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ground. The good woman, who had learned of her blefled
Lord not to render evil for evil; rofe, and faid to her hufbanc,
¢ you have ftruck me on the one cheek, and, as Chrift hath
commanded me, 1 turn the other to you; if you have the
heart to do it, fmite that alfo, andy[ will cheerfully bear it for
His fake, who has this night promifed to give me ftrength for
my day of trial.”—Inftead of repeating the blow, the man’s
heart was ftruck with a convittion that there muft be a_fometding
far above what nature could teach, in that religion which
enabled his wife to bear fuch ufage in fuch a {pirit : this deter-
mined him to go with her to hear her Minilter ; the Lord met
with his foul ; and the Minifter who related the anecdote, faid
he was at that time one of the moft lively and devoted men in
his congregation.——Thus we fee, < the wrath of man fhall
praife the Lord, and the remainder of it he will reftrain.”

No Scripture recordéd in wain,

. A poor lad in Scotland, fome years ago, who had been con-
fidered as little more than an idiot, but took great delight in
attending the word of God, when he was on his dying bed,
fent for the Minifter whom he had ‘been accuftomed to attend,
and on his coming, faid to him, ¢ Sir, I have a folemn quef-
tion to atk you, which I beg you to refolve me,—¢ will God in
the great day, call me t0 account for what he never truited me
with ?” ¢ Surely rot,” replied the Minifter. ¢ Then” faid the
dying boy, « I am fafe, for I have heard you fay from the Bible,
that—The wayfaring men, though fools, fhall not err, if they
look up to Chrift; and by that door I hope to enter Heaven!”’
Query—How many wife philofophers will appear as fools before
God 1n the laft day, in comparifon with this poor boy ?

Pbhilemon.

25 the Editor of the Baptift Regiffer.
Rev. Six, '

As the following anecdote may fuggeft a feafonable hint to
profeflors of religion, you will oblige me by giving it a place
in your valuable publication.

Iam, yours,
May 214, 1801. : Philemon,

_ Tt is faid of the late Rev. James Hervey, that, on one of his
friends exprefling his furprize that he never vifited at the houfe
of a man of high rank, who had repeatedly invited him, he
replied, < I cannot pofiibly go there, becaufe there is no room
for my Mafter ; and it ill becomes a fervant to go, where bis
Lord would not be welcome.” May this remark carry con-
vition to the heart of every protfeffor; and efpecially to theirs,
who, in the abufed fenfe of the words, * become all things
unto all men.” Phkilemon,
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7O DR. RIPPON:
Sir,

Through the e\tenﬁve channel of your per1od1cal Publica-
tion, be plc'ifcd to permit the infertion of the following Ac-
count of the prefent ftate of France, and the beit mode of pro-
pagating Evangelical Religion in that Kingdom and its viciaity,
in which ycu wiil oblige, Rev. §ir,

Your Correfpondent B.

LAST week, the writer of thefe lines had an interview
with an Englifh Gentleman, who ‘came from France
about a fortmght fince, and who had been a refident in
Paris and its environs for above eight years paft. He fays,
that at Paris, bread is but five farthings a pound, wine
fivepence a bottle, and’ every thing elfe”in’ proportion ;
that the French nation at prefent are funk intoa ftate of
gaicty, debauchery, and’ dlﬂlpanon. Tom Paine fill re-
‘mains at Paris, a poer, “infamous, drunken fot, little
known or refpected there. "With regard to religion, the
piture he gives is exceedmcly gloomy ; though  reli-
gious hberty is there carried to its utmoft helght—-a per-
fe&t and equal liberty of confcience, Every et is wel-
come to the ufe of the churcnes-—prote&ed by the ma-
giftrate, without an eftablifhment to domincer. There are
often f{quabbles between the Thcogmlanthmpxﬂs ard the
Con{’fltuuonal Catholics:. = The oph.lanthropu’{*s
{ometimes play tricks with the ho‘y water, mmixing ink
with it.- To be ACVE‘I"C", the Roman Catholic Priefts
ftir up the ffhwomen, who chafe the Theophilanthro-
ifts out of the churches. There is a° finell fociety of
Proteftants at Paris, about two hundred, who are po
otherwife diftinguithed than by a hatred of popery. QOn
ruminating on this meiancholy picture, the following
thoughts ftru-k me:—Whilft we are expending thoufands
upon thouxands, and fending mifficnaries to the molt re-
mote parts of the globe, where they have every difficuity
to encounter, languages to learn, the people to civilife,
the Bible to tmnﬂ’ite, and the almoft unconque erable pre-
judice of the Indian inhabitants loofing their caft to over-
come, we have an empire at our doors, containing above
thirty millions of inhabitants, -where the Bible is already.
tranilated, the people civilifed, equal and perfect liberty of
confcience to be enjoyed. To negledt making attempss
to propagate genum and vital religion among our dark
and bemghted neighbeurs, who are “immerfed in popery
Jung, 1801.] Ll and
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and infidelity, is it not a conduét as abfurd as if we could
fuppofe the Apoftles had at firft attempted to propagate
Chriftianity in England and Wales, before they had offered
it to the nations round-about Jerufalem. With refpe& to
the beft mode of introducing the Gofpel into France, the
firft plan that ftrikes me is, to procure fome pious, zea-
lous voung men, of minifterial abilities, and fend them
amoag the inhabitants to learn their language. But I
can point out a thore exceilent way than this I=—If a lan-
guage is.not fucked in with our mother’s milk, but deferred
till manhood, thatlanguage is generally fpoken with a fo-
reign accent, and the perion is commonly a blunderer and
a bungler in it all his life ; befides the time loft, and the
expence attending learning a foreign tongue {ufficient to
preach in it. I was yefterday informed by an emigrant
Prieft, a native of Lower Brittany, who had travciled
through all the country, that there are four diocefes there,
containing feveral -hundred thoufands of people, whofe
languige is Welch, and who are totally ignorant. of
French, that thére is not a fingle Proteftant among them,
and the little difference that exifts in the {peaking and
writing between that country and Wales is but trifling.
A fimilar account the Monthly Magazine has fome little
time fince given us of 2 company of Welch militia pafling
shrough Exeter, where feveral emigrant Clergy from
‘Brittany at prefent refide, who converfed with thofe mi-
litary, and perfeétly.underftood each other.  Would it not
now be advifeable for fome of our Evangelical Churches
in Wales to look out among them for fome pious, zealous
young men, of minifterial abilities, who are mechanics 3
put a few guineas in their pockets; and, as they would
not meddle with politics, fhould the war continue, pofi-
bly pafiports might be procured from both Governments
for their prote¢tion. - Thefe young men might travel to
Britanny, work at their callings, and preach every cven-
ing, like the Methodifts, or, 1 fhould rather have faid,
like the Apoftles of old. What a field for ufefulnefs!
what abundance of good might be done ata irifling ex-
pence ! In the Low Countries, the Flemith ‘language
diers not fo much from the Low Dutch, as the Englith
in Yorkfhire from that ipoken in Cornwall. The Kle-
suifh is univerially fpoken in all Flanders by above two
willions of inhabitants, though, in fome towns, the French
und that are both common ; and it extends to Dunkirk
sd to the city of St. Omer’s, where the inhabitants of
' ’ the
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the fuburbs fpeak Flemith or low Dutch, . whiiit- thofe
within the walls fpeak French. For thefe, thould there
young men, as meationed aboveé, be fent out by the
Evargelical Churchesin Holland, to propagate the Gofpel
through all Flanders, in the greateft part of Switzerland,
where religious liberty is now. enjoyed, the province of
Alface in Old France, and all that traét. of country on
the lcft fide of the Rhine, conquered from Germany,
now 1naking a parv of the French Republic. . Thenative
and univerfal lauguage in all thefecountries is High
Putch or Gzrman. As our Moravian brethren are a re-
{peftable body of people in Germany, who profefs genuine
vizal religion, is it not their duty to endeavour to fend
German miflionaries into all thefe places where the (Ger-
man language is fpoken? In.the iflands of Guernfey,
Jerfey, and Sark, the language is French, and pus.c
worfhip among all denominations is performed in that
toiigue.” The Methadifts, both Calvinift.and Arminian,
are numerous, and have feveral popular and ufeful Mi-
nifters, who preach in Frénch amongft thém.  Should
not thefe iflands be cenfidered as a nurfery. for Evangelical
French Minifters ? and fhould not any pious young men
the above defcription, be countenanced.to itinerate in a
French miffion ? I think this plan, or any other on. this
principlé, would meet but with few obftacles. There
are no new languages to learn, no Bible to tranflate, very
trifling expences to incur ; no more difficulties to undergo
than what we furmount when we firft introduce the Gof-
pel, in England, into a town or village where it was not
before, May God ftir up the hearts of jome ferious people,
to form themfelves into a Society for the propagation of the
Gofpel in France——a country now plunged in popery,
infidelity, and difipation. Roll on the happy period,
when knowledge fhall increafe, when the dear Re-
deemer’s kingdom fhall come, and the knowledge of the
Lord fhall cover the earth as the waters cover tae fcas !
Amen and Amen, -
London, May 12, 1801.

"THE SPIRIT’S WORK, AND THE REAL CHRISTIAN,

BY THE REV. AND PIQUS MR. GILES FIRMIN.

Mr. FirMmiIn was born in Suffolk, aﬁd educated at Cam-
bridge, under the tuition-of Dr. Hill. When he was a
{chovl-boy, he went late one day to a lecture, preach;d

C L'l2 y
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by Mr. John Rogers, of Dedham, and crouded to hear

him. Mr. Rogers, feeing him with one or two more,

ftriving for roem, accarding to his ufual freedom, cried

out, ‘¢ Here are fome young ones come for a Chrift ! Will
nothing ferve you but you muft have a Chrift? Then a

Chrift you fhall have.” The fermon ‘made fuck an ime

preflion upen Mr. Firmin, that from it he dated his con-

verfion. Afterwards he became a great divine, of which

his excellent book called, ¢ The Real Chriftian,” is a fuf-

ficient evidence. '

The following thirteen aéls of the Spirit of God, he
ufed often and earneftly to pray that his own foul might’
experience, and the fouls of thofe who attended his minif-
try. About three days before he died, he recited them
very particularly, faying, at the end of each, ¢¢ This has
God wrought. in me!” and in his dying moments, on
April 17th, 1697, he enjoyed the rich grace and triumphant
blifs contained in them. - :

Thirteen defirable Ac¥s of the Spirit.

THE SPIRIT, TO BE—

Our favingly teaching and enlightening fpirit.
Our heart;preaking, melting, and humbling fpirit.
Our whole man fan&ifying and renewing fpirit.
Our poor duties and graces al&ing fpirit.
. Our temptations and objeCtions conquering fpirit.
6. Our wezk faith ftrengthening fpirit.
Z. Our deadnefs and dullnefs quickening fpirit.
. Our luft-mortifying and fin-deftroying fpirit.
9. Our redemption with power applying fpirit.
10. Quradeareft Chrift uniting {pirit.
11. Qur pardon and peace fealivg fpirit.
12. Qur alting and perfevering fpirit.
13. Our death-bed comforting {pirit.
The Real Coriftian,
THE REAL CHRISTIAN—

Wills what God wills ; loves what God loves; delights
in what God delights ; and hates what ‘God hates. He
defires that God would give us himfelf in all his promifes;
Chrift in all his offices ; the Spirit, in all his ordinances ;
and an heart to {ove and keep all his commandments.
"That our wills may be a throne for Chrift to rule in, our
thoughts a gallery for Chrift to walk in, and—that in
Heaven we may bel:old and adore our Redeemer for evers

ol bl
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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Rev. Gearce Burpzr, Coventry.

Village Sermons; or, Fifty-two Plain and fhort Difcourfes.
on the principal Do@rives of the Gofpel ; intended for
the Ufe of Families, Sunday-Schools, or Companies aflem~
bled for Religious Inftru&tion in Country Villages. 4 vols,
8vo. Price 6s. 6d. sewed.

¢ Many fhall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall be in-
reafed.”  Dan xii. 4.

Thefe Sermons are intended, primarily, for the ufe of thofe
pious and zealous perfons, who, pitying the deplorable ignor-
ance of their poor neighbours, are accuftomed to go into
country villages to inftruét them : a praice, which, though
but lately adopted, bids fair to produce the moft fubftantial
and extenfive advantages. A f{carcity of difcourfes, exactly
fired for this benevolent purpofe, has been juftly complained
,of ; for though there are hundreds of admirable fermons ex-
tant, yet as mott of them were originally calculated to edify in-
telligent and well-informed congregations, and were publithed
on account of fome fuperior excellence in ftyle or compofitien,
they are ill-fuited to the inftruftion of a ruftic and untaught
people.  This has induced the author to attempt a few willage
Jermons—very plain and fhort, yet on -the moft interefting fub-
Jects, and with frequent appeals to the confcience.

Thefe-difcourfes may be ufeful to families, efpecially thofe
who cannot procure more expenfive volumes. Serious mafters
may permit them to be laid in the kitchen for the ufe of the
fervants. The Teachers of Sunday Schools, efpecially, where |
the means of grace are not enjoyed, may, perkaps, think proper
to read them to the children. And, as each fermon is printed
independant of the reft, and may be readily feparated, generous
Chriftians may have opportunity to diftribute among their
tenants, workmen, or fervants, a number of religious tralls, at
a very fmall expence, adapting the fubje&t to the particalar ob-
;e& of their charity. '

Sold by Chapman, Fleet Street.

Joun Evans, AL M.

Mafter of a Seminary for a limited number of Pupils, Pullin’s
Row, Iflington.’

A Sketch of the Denominations of the Chriftian World, accom-
panied with a perfuafive to religious moderation. To which
1s prefixed an account of Atheiftn, Deifm, Theophilanthropiim,
Judaifm, Mahometarifm, and Chriftianity. Adapted to the
prefent Times. Fifth edition, with confiderable additione
and improvements.

Sold by Button and Son, London.
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Rev. Rowraxp Hivy, A, M. Surrey.

1. dr Apology for Sunday Schools : a Sermon preached at Surrey
Chapel for the Eenelit of the Southwark Sunday Schools,
with incidental Remarks on the Bisiop of Rochefter’s late
Charge. Price 13,

2. Virrace DiarocuEes: (part of which haveappeared in
the Evangélical- Magazine) between Farmer Littteworth,
and Thomas Newman, Rev. Mr. Lovegood, Pasfon Doolit-
tle, and others; on the following Subjelts : 1 and 2. Cottage
Piety, or the good Order of Thumas Newman’s Family.
3. The Convertion 'of - Thonas Newman, aod his happy
Marriage, with the Charalter of M:s. Lovegood. 4. The
Church defended againft Falfe Friends aud inward Foss.
5. On the evil Nature and Effe@ts of Stage-plays. 6. The
converfion of Harry Littlewcrth, with his afeGing Lerters to
his Father. 7. The Sunday School Examination, by Mr.
Lovegood. 8. The Prodiga’s return from Sez, znd the
Fatted Calf killed.

The above may be had fiparare (with good allowance to
give away) or in one volume, price Is. fewed, and 1s. 6d.
bound. :

Sold by ‘7' Williams, Stationer’s Court, London.

Where may be had Mr. Hi/l’s firft and fecond Tour, Plea for
Unioy, and other publications. Alfo a variety of fmall books,
trafts, and catechifis for Sunday Schools, particularly Sunday
Spelling and Reading. Price 3d. each, or 18s. per 100.

Joux Ryranp, D. D. Brifiol.

‘The partiality and unferiptural dire@tion of Socinean Zeal :
Being a Reply to the Rev, Mr. Rowe’s Letter, occafioned by a
Note contained in a2 Sermon, entitled, The Firft Lye refuted.
Sold by Button, London; and James, Brittol. pp. 83.

Taomas WEsTLagE, Exeter.

A Selettion of Hymns, from various Authors, adapted to
Public Worthip. The fecond edition, correted and en-
larged.

< Ye faints below, and hofts of heaven,
. Join all your praifing pow’rs :
No theme 1s like redeeming love,
No Saviour is like ours.”

[¢g)

cid by Button and Son, London; Brown, Briftel; the Editor
and Penny, Exeter; and Gray, Plymouth.
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Letrer from the late venerable and Reve-
rend Mr. Dasizr Turxex, of Abing-
deu, to Dr. Ryzron,

Abingidony Feb,.22, 1791
Dzar S1x,’

I thank you for your obliging epiftle. As
o your enquiry concerning the hymn en-
titled, Cb. iff feen of iigels, it is true, as
you were told by our good brother Men-
LEY, that one part of it was made by my
dear friend the Rev. Jamts Fonch, of
Rumfcy, and the other part by nte.

—

CHRIST SEEN OF ANGELS.

1. "Fim. iii., 16.

« Which things the Angels defire to. look
into.” 1. Pet, i Iz.

EYOND the glite'ring ftarry globe,
Far as th’ eternal hills,
Lhere, in the boundlefs worlds of light,
Our Great Redeemer dwells.

Immortal Angels, bright and fair,
In countlefs armics fliine,

At his right hand, with golden harps,
To ofter fongs divine,

¢ Hail, Prince,” they cry, « for ever hail!
« Whofe unexampled love

st Mov'd thee to quit thefe glorious realms
« And royaltics above.”

Whilit thou did'ft condefcgnd on earth
1o fuifer rude ditdain,

They cait theix honours at thy fect,
And waited on thy train.

Thro' all thy travels here below
‘They did thy fteps attend; )
Oit gaz'd, and wonder'd where at Iaft
‘The feene of love would end.

They faw thy heart transfix’d with wounds,
‘T'hy crimfon {weat and gore;

They fiw thee break the bars of death,
As nonc e'er broke before,

They brought thy chariot from above
To bear thee to thy.throne;

Clapp'd their trivmphant wings,and cry’d—
¢ The glorious work is done !

Elelt Angels! who adering wait
Around the Savioux's throne,
Ol - tell us, for your eyes have feen

The wondcrs he has doae !

.

Ye fav& him when the heavens and-carth
A chaos firft he made ; ’

And night involv'd the formlefs deep
In her tremendous fhade,

And wheg, amidft the darkfome void,
He bid the light arife;

And kindied up thofe thinisg orbs,.
That now adorn:the. fkies :.

Ye¢ faw—and in melodious fong,
Your powerful voices raife 5
While all the new-born worlds refound
Their GreaT CrrATOR’s praife —'
Saw how he humbled Egypt’s pride
With his avenging hand ;
And Ifsael thro’ the defart led
Safe to the promis’d land.

And when on earth he deign’d to dwell,
In mortal flefh array’d, .

Ye, wond'sing, faw the Holy Chikd
In Betblebem's ftable laid !

‘While in the lowly crib sepos'd,
His Mother's tender care,

Ye flood around his homely bed,
And watch’d his flumbers there,

His birth propitious you proclaim
In high celeftial ftrains; T

Not in the courts of haughty kings,
But tents of humble fwains.

When fafling in the defart long,
Hisfpotlefs foul was try’d;

Ye faw him there the Fempter foil,
And foon his wants fupply'd !

Ye heard what gracious words he.fpeks,
The hearts of mien towin ;

And faw, well pleas’d, thelilt’nizg crowd
Drink the fweet’ doétrine in

Beheld difeafes, tempefts, death,
His [overeign word obey ;

And how, on dark benighted 1ainds,
He pour'd gterna) day —

Saw him, from bufy fcenesretir'd,
‘To fpend the midnight hours;

While pure devotion fill d his fon!
With all her rapt'rous powers!

When on the facfed mount ke fhone,

In his own light array'd,

 Ye faw, and own™d, your So'w‘:ereigr.\ there,

Aud your juft. homage paid.

Saw, when o'er Salen’s fearful doom
Hg fiicd the tender tear;
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And how to all his gracious calls
She turn’d the deaf'ned car.

“Xn all his toils and dangers too
Ye did his fteps attend ;

©ft paus’d——and wonder'd how at laft
“This fcene of love would end !

And, when the powers of hell combin’d
‘To Ail his cup of wae,

Your pigying eyes beheld hisitears
In bloody anguifh flow. )

As on the tarturing crofs he hung,
And darkaefs veil'd the &ky,

Ve faw, aghaft !le~that awful fight«
The Lonp or Grory.pixl .

Aftonifh’d § here yedearth-and learn
High Heaven’s. myfterious ways ;

That thus, to guilty dyimg men;
Immortal lite conveys.

Anon he burfts the gates of death,
Suhbdues the tyrant’s power ;-

Ye faw th’ [lluftrious Congueror rife,
And hail'd the blifsfulhour !

*Tended his chariot up the fky,
And bore him to his throne;
Then fwept .your golden harps, .and cry’d=—
THE GLORIOVS WORK 15 PoNE!
My foul the joyful triumph feels,
And thinks the moments long,
’Ere fhe her Saviour's glery fees,
And joins your rapt’rous fong !
PV el s o o
EXTRACTS OF A MANUSCRIPT
IN THR HAND WRITING OF -
The lute” Excellent Dr. CALEB EX ANS,

On the Death of his Wife, who departed |

Nov. 7, 1771.~Evstsrus, perhaps, was
Dr., Ass, of Perfiiore.

BPITAPH.
‘Wrote by Evserivs,
HEN this dear $aint refign'd her
breath,. S
Great was thy triumph, mighty Death t
~Yet, 'tis but duft thou triumphs o’er §
Her foul defies thy utmoft power,’
And, from all mortal bondage free,
Stili lives, and triumphs over thee,
Nor fhalt thou long 'this duft detain ;
Jesus fhall bid it Live again,
When he fhall come in conquering pow'r,
And thou thyfelf fhalt be no more !
FIDELTO, TO HIS MOURNING RING
Worn in memory of his e/oved StriNa.
By Evszrivs,

ITTLE pledge of friend™ir. *ear,
) While [ conftant wear thee hese,
iew thee foncly o’er and o’er,
1 my lonely ftatc deplore,
While my lovd Serxna "
Wrapt in darknefs from :

And, as o'er her name § figh,
Bring her pleafing image nigh,
Like thee, polih’d and refin’d
Was ier gentle virtuous mind,
Spreading o'er her lovely face,
Softelt fmiles and heavenly grace:
Yct more polifh’d now by far,
Bright as morn's refulgent ftar,
While the fhines in upper fkies,
And delights immortal eyes,
Happy fpirit! 1 no more
Would thy early death deplors;
In this mournful pledge 1 fce
Th' emblem of eternity,
Where the joys that Angcls know,
Evet reced thee circling flow;
Where thon haft thy bright abode,
Happy Syirit ! near thy Gon!

Hucn Evans, my eldeflt fon, was fudden-
1y removed in a convulfion fit, about feven in
the morning, Jan. 30, 1789, inthe 23d year
of his age.

It pleafed God to affli& him when a child
with epileptic fits ; which after a time entircly
left him for more than {even years; during
which intervit he purfued his learning with
great fteadinefs and avidity ; his fitsthen again
retuzned,’ and continued mere or lefs to his
death ; which gradualiy weakened, though,
bleffed be God, they never deiroyed his fa-
culties.

1t pleafed: Geod to give him an uncommon
opernefs and integrity of mind ; and, in his

" carly.youth, to imprefs him with z deep fenfe

of Ypiritual things; and moft evidently to give
him a new heart. At 3y he was baptized and
united to the church,. of which he continved
an humble, amiabic member to the time of
his death. His fphere was narrow, but not
unoccupied, and perhac;;s few: might with
greazer truth have it {aid of them, than he,—

Bebold an Ifraclite indeed, in whom there is

no guile, -

His difpofition was truly bencvolent and
amiable’; he loved all the world, and efpeci.
sy the religlous world 5 and though he never
atteined e charadter ‘of a great man, which
he once Gid fair o have done; through di- -
vine grace heattained what was infinitely bet.

' ter, the character of a truly humbic goed man,

and lived beloved and dieq Jamented.,

The laft words he fpoke before he retired
to bed, from which he never.rofe, (except
wiiat he utterzd in private prayer, which he
never on.itted) were thefe, referring’to a fer-
mon he heard the Lord's day before, on the
Tiatity of Man: « Ab, weare poor itail crea.
‘u.esindeed, we know not how foon we may

v 5e6. 5 vut A hope we fhall meet at falt in

Blavtl,
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BRIEF MEMOIRS

OF THE
REV. MR. THOMAS PILLEY,

TATE PASTOR OF THE BAPTIST CHURCHAT LUTON, IN
THE COUNTY OF BEDFORD.

R. PILLEY was born of pious parents, ii the coun=
ty of Effex, November the 14th, 1734. Itis not
exaltly known at what time nor by what means he firft
became truly ferious, but it appears that God was pleaf-
ed to call him by his grace in younger life, as he was bap-
tized upon a public profeffion of his faith, June the 28th,
1753, which was before he was 19 years of age. He
joined the church of Chrifty in Goodman’s Ficlds, Lon-
don, then under the paftoral care of the Rev. Mr. Burford;
and now of the Rev. Mr. Booth. By this church, his
gifts having been previoufly tried and approved of, he was
called to the miniftry September the 21ft, 1767. He
preached his firft fermon at Luton, September the 11th,
1768, and, his labours being acceptable, he was foon after
invited by the church there to become a probarioner fof
fix months. ~ This invitation he accepted, and removed
to Luton with his wife, December the 22d; 1768 : and,
after fulfilling his engagements with acceptance and ufe-
fulnefs, he was called by the church to take upon him
the paftoral care of them. He was folemnly ordained to
the paftoral office, July the 26th, 1769.- Thus fettled,
he laboured among his people, for more than 3o years;
with-much affiduity and fuccefs. If it be afked what was
his charaéter, the following appear to be fome of the
moft prominent traits that marked it.

He had an extenfive knowledge of the things of Gody
was well acquainted with his bible, and poflefted a pecu-
liar talent of unfolding the glorious truths of it. DBeing
favoured, at leaft till towards his latter end, with an un-
commonly ﬁrong and retentive memory, he brought out
of his treafures things new and old. fefus Chrift and him
crucified conftituted the grand theme of his miniftrations.
He was a firm friend to the doétrinal fyftem, which has
been ufually denominated Calviniftic, but he wifhed to
call no man mafter upon earth. He viewed falvation as
wholly and entirely of grace, but he confidered hs/in:fs as

Jury 1, 1801.] Mm well
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as bappinefs to be an effential part of falvation: and he in
fifted upon the experimental and pradtical branches of re-
ligion as well as the do¢trinal. He had generally an un-
common meafure of pertinent ideas in his fermons, upon
the different fubjects on which he treated; but it has been
thought that his peculiar forte was to explain the various
trials, inward and outward, to which God’s people arc
liable, and the confiderations which are calculated, by the
blefling of God, to relieve them under fuch trials. He
efteemed it, however, his duty to {peak alarmingly to fin
ners, as well as encouragingly to faints; and God was
pleafed to blefs his endeavours for converfion as well as
confolation. In his manner there was a confiderable de-
gree of life, energy, and pathos, and that even in his ad-
vanced years.

He was a perfon of ftri¢t fidelity. If ever there was a
man who deferved the chara&er of a faithful man, we
may venture to fay Mr. Pilley was of that defeription.
And yet his faithfulnefs was mixed with tendernefs.
While he faithfully remonftrated againft fin, his heart
melted with compaffion to the fouls of finners.

He was benevolent to the poor, and in different ways
exerted himfelf for their reliefs and. particularly exprefled
his concern in his laft illnefs, left they fhould {uffer by
means of his death.

He was a laborious mai, not loitering in God’s vineyard ;
but his labors at length, in the ftudy and in the pulpit,
were too much for his enfeebled conttitution ; yet he faid,
be had rather wear out than ruft out : and he was willing
todie, if God faw fit, as well as live, in the fervice of
Chrift.

He was an exceedingly ufeful man. To many he was
a fpiritual father, under Ged, and to many others he was
remarkably owned for their encouragement, comfort, and
cdification. Both the church and congregation were cons
fiderably increafed in his time; and though he met with
difcouragements, at different periods of his miniftry, yet
he had great fucce(s upon the whole; and it is obfervableg
that his labours were peculiarly owned, foon after he was™
fettled among his people, and a little while before, He wag
taken from them. Pleafing additions were made to the
‘church, in the courfe of the laft year. But let it not be
fuppofed that it is meant to reprefent Mr. Pilley as a per-
fect chara&er. No man was further than he from havin gfm:z

u
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{uch an idea of himfelf ; for he.was a man of undiffembled
humility, and he particularly lamented the imperfe@ions
of the public religious performances, in which others
thought him very lively. But though he was not a per-
fect character, nor is there fuch to be found on earth, yet
his charaéter was exceedingly honourable, and, let it be
faid, to the glory of Divine grace, that he was enabled,

- in a remarkable degree, to adorn his profeffion, both as a
chriftian and a minifter. -

-But let us now attend him to the clofing fcene.. He had
been the fubject of many paralytic attacks at different pe-
riods, which had much debilitated his frame, fo that:for
fome confiderable time before the laft artack, he laoked
upon himfelf as one that was not likely to be long in this:
world. Though extremely enfeebled, he was particularly
defirous to addrefs his people once more, on Lord’s day,
Match the 2gth. He did fo both morning and afternoon,

with very great difficulty, from Ephel. v. 14. Awake thou
that fleepeft, and arife from the dead, and Chriff fhall give
thee light. He concluded this would be his farewell ad-
drefs, and fo it proved, and an affeting farewell it was,
both te him and his prople. There were apprehenfions
entertained in the afternoon, that he ‘would have cven
died inthe pulpit. And as he had no expe&ation himfelf
that he fhould ever enter the pulpit any more after that
time, having prenounced the benedi@ion, he taok his laft
leave of his people by exprefiing, or at leaft attgmpting to
exprefs, the folemn and affeéting words of Paul in his
farewell addrefs to the Ephefian elders, A&s xx. 32. And
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of kis
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give jﬁu an mbe-
ritance among all them wbhich are fanilified. He was at
meeting again in the evening, but did pot then attempt to
officiate, and this was the lait time of his ever going to
the houfe of God, or quitting his own ; for he was foon
after affe€ted with another paralytic feizure, more violent
than any he had before experienced, which deprived him
in a great degree of the ufe both of his limbs and his
{fpeech ; and every medical effort proving ineffetual, he
at length entered into the joy of his Lord, April the 18th,
1801, aged 67 years.

As to the frame of his mind, it appears that his fenfible
fupports and comforts increafed as he advanced nearer and
Hearer to his defired home.

MM 2 It
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It ufed to be a particular part of his prayer in his fami.
ly, towards the latter part of the time of his being able to
engage in that exercife, ¢ that God would make him wil-
ling to live as long as he pleafed, to die as foon as he
pleafed, and to fuffer 2s much as he pleafed.” Before he
was quite laid afide, he faid to a chriftian friend, who was
much and had been long afflicted, « I am going to heaven,
and you wil! not be long after.”

Frequently, after his laft attack, he mentioned the fol-
lowing paffages of fcripture, applying them to himfelf,
Ecclcéaf’ces w. 2. I praifed the dead, which are already
dead, more than the living which are yet alive: and chap,
vii. 1. The day of dzath is better than the day of one’s birth :

“and Plalm xvii. 15. 1 fball be [atisfied, when I awake with
thy Kkenefs : and Phil. i. 23. Having a defire to depart,
and to be with Chrift, which is far better. He brake forth one
‘time in the language of triwinph, and faid, Behold, God is
my falyation, I will truft and inot be afraid. And lfa,
xii. 2. The Lordis my light and my falvation, whom fball I
Jear ? The Lord is the flrength of my life, of wkom fhall ¥
be afraid? Pfalm xxwvii. 1. He frequently alfo adopted
thofe words of the Pfalmift, Pfabm lv. 6. O that I had
wings like a deve ! for then would I fly away and be at reft :
and often repeated the laft verfe of Dr. Warts’s g2d
Pfalm,

«¢ Then thall I fee and hear and know

« All I defird or wifh’d below ;”

-adding, and more than all, more! more! more than all:
and, likewife, the goth Hymn of the 2d Book ; dwelling
with peculiar emphafis upon the laft verfe,
«" A guilty, weak, and helplefs, worm,
¢ On thy kind arms I fall ;
< Be thoua my ftrength and righteoufnefs—
« My Jefus, and my all.”

He had a tender regard for the lamnbs of his flock. He
{ent his particular love to feverzl young perfons, and de-
fired that they might be charged, as from a dying man, to
regard the reality and the importance of religion. Upon
‘the pillows being placed under his head, at a particular
time, he {aid, ¢ ‘The bofom.of Chrift is the fofteft pillow,”
and then, at different times,’

¢ Jefus can make a dying bed

s Feel {oft as downy pillows are.””
Up on
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Upon fome wine having been givenhim. he faid, ¢ This
is better than vinegar and gall:” and, after he had drank
the wine, he added, ‘¢ Now let thy unworthy fervant de-
part in peace.” His time, however, was not yet quite
come; but he faid to his dear companion, ¢ When you
fee death on my cheek, I'fhall feel glory in my foul.”

Speaking to a friend concerning Chrift, he fignified that
he 2lways admitted the fame truths refpeting his birth,
death, refurrecion, and afcenfion; but that when he
compared the love to Chrift he experienced now, ivith
what he had felt before, it feemed to him as though he
never had truly loved him, in time pai, at all.

The fame friend afking him, at another time, how ke
was in his mind ? he anfwered, that he bad not fuch rap-
tures of joy as fome exprefled, nor had he any fear ; but
he could fay, with his dear departed friend, Mrs. Chace,
« I have been favoured with a confidence in the fulnefs
there is in the atonement of Chrift. I am able to truft
my foul to him as a faithful God. I know that I love
him, and I know that none can, unlefs he firft love them.
But I long to fee more of his glory.*”  The laft words
he faid, or-at leaft tried to fay, were—Lora Fefus receive
my fpirit; foon after which he departed tobe with Chrift,
which was far better than to be hers, in a world of fin
and forrow. :

Mr. Pilley was twice married, but never had any chil-
dren. Both of his wives were women poffeffing as well as
profeffing godlinefs.  His lalt, to whom hz had been mar-
ried more than 20 years, and who is upwards- of 70, fur-
vives him; and though fhe has found the laft 2fiiétion and
death of her valuabie beloved yoke-fellow a peculiar trial
to her, fhe has been mercifully upheld by the Divine arm
under all, and is cheered not only with the confiderztion
of the happinefs to which he is removed, but with the
animating hope that the fhall foon follow him to partake
of it with him.

On the 23d of April the remains of this venerable man
were refpecizully depofited in the burying-ground adjois-
ing the meeting-houfe, where he had fo long presched.~
The funeral was attended by a great number of his church
and cougregation, who were deeply affected with the lofs
they had fuitained.

* An affelting account of this amiable lady may be seea in the
Evangelical Magazine for O&. 1798, page 397, &e.

Mm 3 Mr.
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Mzr. Hunt, of Ridgemont, in Bedfordthire, after fpeai-
ing a few words at the grave, delivered, in the meeting-
houfe, a folemn, refpectful and pertinent oration on the
occafion ; and the following Lord’s day, April the 26th,
in the afternoon, a funeral fermon was preached, purfu-
ant to the defire of the deceafed, by Mr. Geard, of Hitchin,
Herts, from Phil. i. 23. Having a defirc to depart and to
be with Chrifft, which is far better, to 2 numerous aflem-
bly, confifting not only of his own people, but of many
others, who united with them on this occafion, in pay-
ing their refpedls to the memory of a truly valuabie and
efteemed miniftey of Jefus Chrift. It was to the honor of
Mz. Pilley that he lived refpeted and died lamented ; and
it is to the honor of his people that they knew how to va-
lue him in his life, and that they have fhewed to him
every mark of refpect in his laft iilnefs, and to his me-
mary fince his removal. .

It having been requefted, that a fketch of the funeral
fermon, for Mr. Pilley, fhould accompany the foregoing
aceount of him, we fhall infert fome brief particulars,
which have been tranfmitted to us by theRev. Mr. Geard,
after prefacing them with fome extraéls from a letter
which Mr. Geard received from Mr. Pilley a little while
before his death, and which will convey fome idea of the
frame of his min. at the time of writing it.

¢« DeaRr Frienp,

¢« I have great reafon te think my ufefulnefs will foon
beat an end, nor can my time be long. I have, within
thefe three weeks, had three flight ftrokes of the palfy.
The firft affeCted my recolleGtion to a great degree for
about an hour on the Lord’s day, between meetings.
Judge what my fituation muft have been; but in the
time of finging; I got fo much better, thdt the friends
‘did nor difcover ity till I told them of it after fervice,
The next ftroke was attended with a fudden fwimming in
my head, one evening as I was going up to the fchool,
The worft of it, which | thought would have brought nre
to the ground, continued but about half an hour. Laft
Thurfday, I had another ftroke, on my other fide, not at-
tended with much pain,. but it weakened my hand, and
rendered it difficult to write. It affe&ted my fpeech more
than my recollection, for a day or two, fo that I was
afraid thould not have been able to preach laft
Joord’s day; bat I got better on Saturday, and went
through two fervices better than was expected : andlnow
; am
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I am, every day, looking for frefh attacks, and for the
laft. Ascuftom has prevailed fo far, in our day, as to ex-
pe&t a funeral fermon on fuch occafions, and as my death
was fo much expected by me and my friends, more tban a
twelvemonth paft, and as wabave been old neighbours and
friends, it was and is my wifh that you fhould preach on that
account, if you furvive me. I defired in time paft, that you
thould preach from thofe words, Lord Fefus receive my [pirit :
but I have had many changing frames and feelings® fince
then, fome pleafant, and fomeé unpleafant ones. I well
know my outward man decays, and I fometimes hope the
inward man is alfo renewing ; but of this I cannot fpeak
fo pofitively as of the wrmer. I hope, at times, what 1
read of the perfon, work, grace, and falvation of Chrift,
is {weet to my foul. I have lately thought much on the
words of Paul, Having a defire to depart and to be with
Chriff, which is much better. At prefent I wifh.to have
thefe laft mentioned words fora funeral text, and the fol-
lowing hymns fung, the 18th and 1gth of the firft book,
and the 68th of the fecond book (of Dr. Watts). Butlet
not my friend think that I am all comfort and joy from
thefe hints, for I can aflure him I have my fears at rimes,
“and feel much deadnefs and formality, efpecially in the
pulpit, when others may think me very lively. I hope
it is my earneft defire to experience more fervent difin-
terefted love to God, Father, Son, and Spirit ; more of
- the exercife of faith upon Chrift, and on the word of God.
1 wifh to preach purely from love to the fouls of mer,
and for the fake of glorifying him, whofe fervant I am
called. I much want to get rid of al} love to, and defiré
-after, filthy lucre, all fears of men, all delires after the
applaufe of men; but, alas! there is too much of all thefe,
and many other evils lurking in my heart. O, my friend!
I find it a difficult thing to be bold and faithful tor (sod,
and towards men, without being angry and quarrelfome:
Pray for me, that I may be more weaned from a.finful
lovetolive, and afinful fear of death ; and that Imay have a
joyfaladmittance into that kingdom, wherethere is a fulnefs
of joy,and where there are-pleafures for,evermore. Should
this ‘be my lot, I think 1 fhall have greart reafon to cxclaim
with David, #ho am I, O Lord God, and what is-my
boufe, that thou haft brought me hitherts? But my enfecbled
hand is weary, yet let me not weary your patience. I hope
this will find you, Mrs. Geard and family, and friends,
well : I fhall be very glad to fee and hear you at Luton.
' " From your’s affeltionatcly,
Lutn, March 10, 1801, Tuomas PILLEY.
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The affetion fubfifting between Mr. Pilley and Mr,
Geard v.as reciprocal.  Their long acquaintance and
friendly intercourfes-had peculiarly endeared them to one
another. Mr, Geard went to Luton to fee his valuable
and beloved fenior brather twice aficr his laft feizure.
The firlt time was on the 1ft of April, within three days
of this' attack. Mr. Pilley knew him, but he was too
much affeted with kis own fituation, and with the fight
of an oid friend, to be capable of converfation. Thelaft
time, which was on the 13thof April, and but a few days
before ke died, it was exceedingly diftreffing to Mr.
Geard to fee Mr. Pilley in fuch circumftances as afforded
no hope of his recovery. But it afforded him proportionate
fatisfaction and comfort, to find him not only capable of
converfation, fo at to be underftood, but corapofed, and
happy in his mind, not at all afraid to die, but earneftly
defirous, wich fubmiffion to the Divine will, to be gone.
Our limits will admit of little more than a bare out-
iine of the funeral difcourfe.

After repeating the text, Phil. 1. 23. Having a defireto de-
part and to bewith Chrift,which is far better. Mr. Geard pro-
ceeded ¢* [ have frequentlyappeared inthisplace inthe courfe
of my life, fearing how I thould be carried through the fer-
vices in which Ihavebeen called to engage ; butl never be-
fore ftood here with thofe feelings, which I experienceatthis
time, when I am to addrefs you on the occafion of the re-
moval of your dearly beloved minifter and paftor, and my
dearly beloved friend and brother, I fhall, however, at-
tempt; with a dependance upon the Divine aid, to improve
this folemn occafion. The words of the text were fixed
on by my honored brother himfelf for his funeral difcourfe.
in treating upon them, I fhail endeavour,

L. To 1iuftrate the fubje&t of death, asit is here re-
prefented by the fimilitude of a departure.

II, Obferve that death to a good man, when properly
viewed, is an object of defire.

III, That the grand reafon why a good man, ina right
frame, defires death, is, that he may be with Chrifl.

IV, That be has fufficient ground for fuch "a defire
on this account, becaufe, to be with Chrift is far better-
than it is to be here.

I fhall then attempt to improve the fubjet and the oc-
cafion,

I. I obferve that death is here reprefented under the
fimilitude of a departure. It is thus {poken of elfewhere,

’ ' particu-
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particularly in 2 Tim. iv. 7. Note, death is not an -
nthiliation, but it is a departure. : :

Itis a departure out of this world into another ; out of
a world of fin and forrow into a world infinitely worfe
than this,. or into a world of perfe& holinefs and happi~
pinefs—trom all the natural and civil connections of life, of
hufbands from wives, parents from children, &c.—
from all religious connetions death parts minifters
from people, people from minifters, &c.—of the foul
out of the body, Eccle. xii. 7.—out of time into eternity;
an eternity of mifery or an eternity of happinefs, As
death is a departure, the foul cannot{leep with the body.

II.  Decath, when properiy viewed, is, to a guod man,
an objelt of desire. Beath, abftraétedly confidered, and
as the fruit of {in, is not an objectof human withes ; but,
taking of it in all its cannections and confequences, it is
defirable to @ good man, to a good minifter; efpecially as it
regards himfelf. In general, this defire is produced and
promoted by 2 {anctified ufe of trials, difappointme:is,
and afflictions ; though to be delivered from them ought
not to be the principal reafon with a believer, in longiag
for his difiolution.  Compare -Job vii. 16.. with Job
xxix. 18. Such a defire is ufually accompa:ied with
a comfortable perfuafion of the fafety of our ftate towards
God. . :

ITII. The grand reafon why a good man, in a right
frame, defires death, is, that he may be with Chriff. ~ A
bad man may defire death. A good man may defire death
from improper motives, as Jonah did when he was angry.
Jonah iv. 8. but the grand end of che defire mentioned in
our text, is a being with Chriff, without interruption, and
without intermiffion. In this defire, as well as in other
things, Chrift and his people are agreed. They long to
be with him ; and he prayed, when on earth, and inter-
cedes now he is in heaven, for their enjoyment of this very
blefling. John xvii. 24.

IV. I obferve that a good man has fufficient ground to
defire to depart and to be with Chrift, for that is far better:
than it is to be here : it is better beyond a/l expreffion ; beiter
-beyond all conception.  Itis better, far better, becaufe the
believer when with Chrift, is delivered from all toi] and
labour, affli¢tions, and forrows. Rev. xiv. 13, and xxi. 8.
from all doubts and fears, all mental darknefs, and all the
operations of unbelief. 1Ifa. Ix. 20—from all the tempta-

tions
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tions of Satan in every. view and degree. Rom. xvi. 20.—
from all fin, which is the fource and caufe of every forrow
and every trouble. RBut it.is far better to be with Chrift
in heaven, for there the believer will have bdetter company
than he can here : no finful company, no imperfec? com-
pany—have better employments—Dbe perfectly holy himfelf—
etjoy Chrift according to his defire, unnterruptedly and
perpetually; and there he will be perfedtly happy. Pfalm
xvi. 11, Ifa. xxxv. 10. It is far better, then,to be with
Chrift in heaven, than to be on earth inany pofiible fitu-
ation—than to be even with Chrift himfelf, as enjoyed by
his fervants here. Let it be remembered, that when the
believer departs, he 1s with Chrift ; he makes no flop at
any intermediate ftate. This text leaves no room for
a pxrgatory, whichisa popith figment.

I fhall now endeavour to improve the fubject and the
occafion.

1ft. Is death a departure out -of time into eternity?
Remember, we muft all depart in that fenfe.

2ndly. Let us enquire whether we are ready for the
great change which death makes.

3dly. If we are, we may confiftently long jorit. with
fubmiflion to the Divine will.

4thly. Remember that when the wicked depart, they
go into hell, there to be mifcrable for ever and cver.,

sthly. The confideration, that to depart, and to be with
Chrift, is far better than it is to be here in any fuppofuble
fituation, fhould reconcile us to the removal of relations,
friends, and even the moft ufeful minifters, who have been
thus removed: and, as we have no room to doubt but
this is the cafe with our dexr departed venerable friend,
whatever pain we feel for our own lofs, we cannot con-
fiftently with him back again,”

Mzr. Geard now adarefled himfelf affeCtionately to the
aged and much refpected widow ; to the other rela-
tives of the deceafed, who. were prefent; to the congrega-
tion atlarge; to the converted and the unconverted ; to
the young, and the more advanced ; to thofe who had been
blefled under the miniftry of his departed friend; and
to the officers and members of the Church in particu-
lar; and having alfo given fome outlines of the character
of the good man himfelf, he finithed in the following man-
ner: *] know not how better to conclude this addrefs
than in the words, with which ! underftand your dear

paftor
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paftor took his leave of you, the laft time he flood in this
place, after he had pronounced the benedi&ion am
you, and which I hope will, by theblefling of God, be
the more likely to imprefs you from that confideration.
Als xx. 32, And now, brethren, 1 commend you to God,
and to the word of bis grace, which is able to-build you up, and
10 give you an inberitance among all them which are faniti-
fed.”  Amen.

SUBSTANCE

oF

THE CIRCULAR LETTER

FROM

The Elders, Minifters, and Meflengers, of the feveral Baptift
Churches of the Wetern Affociation, affembled at Plytnouth
Dock, Devontbire, in the Meeting Houfe in Morris’s Square,
May 27 and 28, 1801. Maintaining the important Do&rines
of three cqual Perfons in the Godhead, &c.

To the feweral Churches they reprefent, or from <which they bave

received Letters.

Grace be to you, and Peace from God the Father, and from
Jefus Chrift our Lord.

Dear BRETHREN,

E gladly inform you that we had this year an happy

Affociation, and that the tidings from the Churches,
with very few exceptions, were fuch as encouragead us to rejoice
in God our Saviour, who taketh pleafure in the profperity of his
fervants. May he ftill more abundantly pour out his Spiric upon
us, till he make the wildernefs like a fruitful field, and the de-
fert like the garden of God.

Four of our aged Brethren in the Miniftry have entered into
¥eft fince our laft annual affembly. Brother Gibbs of Plymouth,
Brother Tommas of Briftol, Brother Rippon, fenr. Paftor of the
Chyurch at Upottery, and Brother Whitchurch, belonging to the
Church at Frome. We were alfo. much affefted 2t hearing,
from the Meffengers of the Church in Broadmead, Briftcl, that
fince the figning of their letter to the Affociation, they had loft
their fenior Deacon, Alderman Hasris, whofe memory will long
be refpetted in all our Churches.  But we would blefs God,
who fpared the lives of thefe his Servants for fo many years ;
inade fome of them f{o eminently ufeful ; and afforded them that
peace which pafleth underftanding, at their latter end. -

e
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The impreflions we have received, from our interefiing and
blefled interview, naturally lead us to dire@ your attention to
THE SOCIAL NATURE OF OUR HOLY RELIGION; and to
befeech you to cultivate thofe fentiments, and to obferve that
hipe of condut, which will prove you folicitous to keep the
uniry of the {pirit in the bond of peace.

We entertain the pleafing perfuafion, Brethren, that yaur de-
votion, in the clofet ard family, gives the fullelt evidence of
vour being partakers of the grace of God in truth. And whilf
we would particularly inculcate on you 2 regard to every rela-
tive and focial duty, our prayer is that you may moft confcien-
tioufly attend to all the claims of private and perfonal religion.

But let us at this time remind yoa, how much it becomes you
to fecl for the general welfare of the Church, and not to live
unto ypurfelves, but unto each other; fince though you are
many members, yet in Chrift there is but one BopY, and ye
are all members one of another.

An inattention to this confideration we conceive to be the
caufe of many diforders in our Charches, and to be moft inimical
both to their peace and profperity. It admits the {pirit of the
world into the Church of God, and leads profefiors too much to
contemplate and pleafe their ownfelves; as if they confidered
themfelves diftin& from and independent of the {general bedy:
they appear in their affetion and condu&, to ¢ {eparate them-
felves ;" and to feck their own, not the things which are Chrift’s;
feeming to ftudy rather thofe things that divide and diftrefs,
than thofe which make for peace, and whereby one may edify
2nother.

But you, Brethren, will remember that our Lord hath faid—
¢ Ye are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” Ac-
cording to the riches of his grace, God hath delivered you from
the power of darkneft, and tranflated you into the kingdom of
his dzar Son.. You have rclation to a ftate very different from
any of the kingdoms of this world, and are intercited in immu-
nities and privileges, far fuperior to any which thote who have
their portion 1a this lifz can enjoy. You belongto the king-
dom of God, inwhich every thing is calcelated to bring you to-
gether, and to unite ycu in the moft effettual and endearing
manner. You are born of the fame {fpirit, redeemed by the
fame blood, clothed with the fame righteoufuefs, you are all
the children of one Father. Ye are Chriit’s, and Chrift is
God’s. :

However diverfified your opinions may be cn other fubjefts,
in the moft important affairs of God’s kingdom, you eminently
poffefs 2 onenefs of judgment. This you avow in your letzers ;
and it would be a breach of charity for us, in the leaft, to fuf-
pect you of entertaining jarring opinions refpeiing the excel-
Jency of God our Saviour; the truth and importince of his

word ; the unworthinefs of yourfelves ; the nature of fin.and ho-
linefs ;
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finefs ; your danger by tranfgrefiion, and your privileges through
grace ; what is moftly to be thunned, and what fheuld be the
grand objet of purfuit. In thefe things you are all united.

But as the troubles of the Church generally arife, not from
thofe who fuppofe themfelves moft deficient in djvine light, bur
from fuch as, in their own imagination, have attained to fupe-
rior degrees of knowledge; we would remind you, that the
wifdom that is from above is firft pure, then peaceable, gentle,
eafy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par-
tiality, and withont hypocrify. Though fome may have a
greater degree of knowledge than others, yet the moft eminens
know buat 1n part; therefore an Apoftle would admonith every
man that is amongft vou not to thisk more highly of himfelf
than he ought to think, bat to think foberly, according as God
‘hath dealt 1o every man the meafure of faith: and as every in-
dividual’s knowledge is for the general benefit, ke would dire¢t
you to be of the fame mind one towards arother ; rot to mind
high things, but to condefcend to men of low eftate; and notto
be wife in your own conceit. He would point out the obliga-
tions wirich the ftreng are under to bear the infirmities of the
weak, (according to the pattern of Chrift) and not to pleafe
themfelves ; and would pray the God of patience and confola-
tion to grant you to be like-minded one towards another, ac-
cording to Chrift Jefus; that you might with one mind, and cne
mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jefes Chrift.

Through the influences of his Spirit and grace, you are all
united ; by having one obje& of common and {upreme attach-
ment: to you all, the Saviour is the chicf of ten thoufand, ‘and
altogether lovely. In his perfon, his offices, his work, his go-
vernment, his people and promifes, he is dearer to you than
your father, or mother, or wife, or children, or brethren, cr
fifters; yea, than your own lives ; and you receive his word and
ordinances as the bonds of your union to him, and for his fake
to each other. In the whole of your profeilion of his name and ex-
ertions in his caufe, it is the love of Chrift which confirains you.

Supreme love to our Lord will render it impefiible for vou to
indulge a difpofition of mind that borders on unkindrefs, or that
even wnclines to indifference towards your fetlow Chriftians. Such
evils are moft abhorvent from the {pirit of the gefpel, the mind
which was in Chrift Jefus; who loved the Church, and gave
himfelf for it. If the fame mind be in you which'wasin him,
you will in ail the corcerns of his kingdom have a unity of
feeling. You will fympathife with each other in alf your af-
fi&tions. You will make the forrows of others all your own,
and mutually participate in each others joys; for the God and
Father of you all hath made you drink into one fpirit.

Your common relation to our blefled Lord and to each other,
renders it impoffible for you as Chriftians, to have in reality,
any private or feparate intereft. The Saviour is head ovig all

things



486 WESTERN ASSOCIATION LETTER, 18or,

things unto the Church ; and it is his hopour, his truth, and his
intereft, that are to be maintained in his kingdom; and you,
Brethren, being entirely dependant upon him, one with him,
even members of his body, have your prefent and future wel-
fare involved in the maintenance of his honour, the fupport of
his truth, and fuceefs of his cagfe: fo that in the profperity of
his kingdom, in the welfare 6f the whole church of God, you
havebut ape intereft, and that is equal, fupreme, and infeparable:
—for you to live is Chriff.

Tao have your wejfare thus connefted with the glory of the
Son of God, is an inexhauftible fource of bleflednefs ; and for
this, Brethren, fuffer us to remind you, that you all are under
peculiar and common obligations. Originally your circnm-
ftances were equally wretched and deplorable; you had all cor-
rupted your way, and were altogether become abominable ; but
God, who is rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith he
Ioved you, even when you were dead iu fins, hath quickened
you together with Chrift; by grace are ye faved ; not of works,
left any man fhould boaft. For you are his workmanthip, cre-
ated in Chrift Jefus, ynto good works, which God hath be-
fore ordained that you fhould walk in them. And now, on ac-
count of numerous weaknefles, remaining depravity, manifold
temptations, gnd various engagerients, you have a community
of wants.  You daily in {pirit meet at the throne of grace, thar
yon may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
And you obtain a2 cgmmon and moft kind fupply: for it is out
of the Redeemer’s fulnefs you all receive, and grace for grace.
Your obligatiens to ferve and glorify him are equal and furpafi-
ingly great, Itis true, you render different fervices; but di-
verfified fervices arife, not from diftin@ obligations, but from
the diverfity of your talents and opportunities. Your obligations
bind ycu to employ all your talents in his caufe, and to embrace
every opportunity to promote his glory; for you are not your
own, but are bought with a price, and sre therefore enjoined
to glorify God with your bodies and with your fpirits, which
are his. He felt his obligations rightly, who, when fpeaking
of his God, iaid, ¢ whofe [am and whaom I ferve.”

Your relation to each other, Brethren, and the focial nature
of your religion, not only appears from your prefent circum-
flances, but alfo from your future appointment. Your blefled
Lord is gone to prepare a place for you all; and has affured you,
that where he is, there. alfo fhall his fervantbe. It is his will,
that as many as his Father hath given him may be with him to
behold his glory. They fhall fee him, and be like him: fo
fhall vou be ever with the Lord. You will eternally- dwell to,
getier in one place, and poilefs the fame land.:—the inheritance
that is incorraptible, undefiled, that fadeth not away, referved
in the heavens for yon. You will all enjoy the fame [ocjegi

b3
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drink into one fpirit, engage in the fame fervices, and partici-
pate of the fame pleafures, which are at his right hand for ever.
fnaoge.,

The privilege of the Chriftian is not merely his perfonal per-
fe&tion and happinefs, but he is to fhare in all the bleflednefs
and glory of the whole Church. The family of God poflels
one common and inexhauftible fund of blefiings ; they inatually
contribute to, and participate of the common fiock of happinefs ;
and it is n6t barely their individual, but their ynited excellen-
«ies, which will break forth with refulgence and perpetual glory.

Ok Erethren! whilft you adore and praife the author and
fource of all our bleflednefs, does it not fill your hearts with ten-
dernefs, and kindle up the warmeft affettion for each other,
whenever you meditate on your cemmon relation to our bleffed
Lord and head; your onenefs of judgment in your mof inte-
refting concerns; the unfpeakably precious and beloved centre
of all your hearts, your common feeling in the intereft of your
adarable Saviour ; your community of wants 3nd privileges;
your undivided "obligations and intereft, and your general and
glorious expe@ation 2—There is one body,and one fpisit, even
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one’ Lord, one
faith, one baptifm, one God and Father of all, who is apove
2, and throughall, and in you all.” ‘ '

We, therefoere, befeech you, Brethren, to put away from
you al] bitternefs, and wrath, and avger, and clamour, and
evil fpezking, with ail malice ; and that ye be kind one to ano-
ther, tender-hearted, forgiving -one another, even as God, for
Chrift’s fake, hath forgiven'you. And that ye walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowlinefs and
meeknefs, with long-fuffering, forbearing ohe another in love;
endeavouring to keep the unity of the fpiritin the bond of peace;
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfe& man, unto the meafure of the
itature of the fulnefs of Chrift.

Finally, Brethren, farewel; be perfe&, be of good comfort,
be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love and peace
fhall be with you.

Signed by order ofthe Affociation,and on their beaf, by

Josepu Horszy, Moderator.

BREVIATES.

Wednefday, May 29, Afternoon, three oclock. 'We met to hear
the letters from the churches. Brother Price began in praver,
aad brother Horfey, who was chofen Modsratar, concluded.

Eweziﬂg,
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Ewening, half paft fix o clock.—Brother Redding prayed, bro=
ther Ryiand preached from Johnxv. 8. Herein is my father glo-
vified, &e. and clofed in prayer.

Thurfday, May 28, Morning, fix o’clock. 'Time was {pent in
prayer by the following brethren, Giles, of Dartmouth, Thomas
of Prefcott, Gofney, affiftant to brother Dawfon, of Lyme,
Rumfon, from Exeter, Sprague, jun. and Price. Received the
contributions to the fund, and the money for letters, and diftri-
buted 101l. 3s. 10d. for the relief of aged minifters, and of thofe
who have large families and {mall incomes, and to encourage
village preaching. &c.

Agreed to receive the Church at Afhburton into the Affoci-
ation, but referred the cafe of our friends at Modbury to the next
annual meeting.

Morning, balf paf?t ten oclock.—Brother Sprague, fen. prayed,
and brother Saffery preached from Heb. 1l 13.  Thex aventeft
Jorth for the falvation of thy people. After fermon, brother Birt
read the general letter, and brother Penn prayed.

The minifters and meflengers ftopped, and ugreed to hold
the next Affociation at Broadmead, Briftol, on Wednefday and
Thurfday in Whitfun week, 1802.

- Brother Kingdon and brother Redding to preach, in cafe of
failore brother Taylor, and brother Steadman ; brother Red-
ding to prepare the leteer.

 Afterncen, balf paff two o’clock.~—Brother Sharp began in
prayer, - and brother Horfey preached from Col. i1, 2. Chrift is
all and in all. Brother Toms concluded.

Ewvening, fix ofclock,~Brother Sloper, of the New Tabernacle,
-Plymouth, prayed, and brother Flint preached from Heb. vi. 12.
Be folloswers of them avks through faith and patience inberit the
promifes. Brother Cherry concluded with prayer.

State of the Chuicles fince the leff Affeciation.

RECEIVED, REMOVED.
By Baptiim, - 223 Ey Death - - 77
By Letter - - 23 Difmifion - - 18
Reftored -~ - 5 Exclufion - - 22
Added 253 Diminifhed 117

Clear increafe in thefe 45 churches 136,
KENT





