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RULES

FOR
THE REGULATION OF A CHRISTIAN FAMILY,

BY A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL.

I.——WE have no time given us to throw away, but to im-
prove for eternity ; therefore we would join in no converfation
that is unprofitable, but in that only which is good, to the ufe
of edifying, miniftring grace to the hearers: Therefore

Il.—~—WEg are not anxious for the news of the day, or to
be informed of the bufinefs of ethers ; but we defire to hear of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Neither

II1. Have we any thing to fay -about the mifconduét of
others ; therefore, let not the tgaults of an abfent perfon be men-
tioned, unlefs abfolute neceflity requires it, and then with all
poflible tendernef(s, without dwelling upon it. - May- God pre-
ferve us from a cenforious criticifing {pirit, which is contrary to
the Spirit of Chrift!

Iv. We offer the right hand of fellowfhip to every one
that cometh in the name of the Lord ; but we receive none to
doubtful difputations. But whofoever loveth the Lord Jefus in
fincerity, the fame is-our brother, fifter, and mother ; for we
cannot but remember, God is love !

V.——=WE neither receive nor pay vifits on the Lord’s day :
for we and-aur houfe defire, -particularly on that day, to ferve
the Lord,.

VI.——WeEe earneftly defire every one to reprove us faithful-
1y when we deviate from any of thefe rules ;—{o fhall we be as
guardians over each other, and as an holy mingled flame afcend
yp before God.—* As many as: walk  according to this rule,
Peace be unto them.”—Gal, vi. 16.

——————————

THE P!iOFESSOR AND POSSESSOR—THE HEARER
AND DOER, CONTRASTED.

THE PROFESSOR. THRE POSSESSOR.

With fober look and mincing walk, With heav’nly light and life poflefs'd,

And tongue tip’d fmooth in bible talk, With genuine love of Chrift impreft;

Religion’s track he feems to tread, . Both {cif and {in he daily flies,

Tho' number’d yet amongft the dead. And fill on fov’reign grace relies,

THE HIARER. THE Dogxr.

With carriagé grave and habit ncat, With ready mind and fteady pace,

On Leifure Days, he’ll take his feat ; Behold him run the Chriftian race;

Attentive feems, tho” what he hears  Encourag’d by the prize in view, 9.

No fusther enters than his ears, He bears the word and dotb it too, %
And proves his faith divinely true.
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ADDRESS TO THE SAVIOUR.

ROM carthly cifterns broke and dry,
1 lift to heaven my alking cye,—

Saviour, behold my pretling grief,

And gracious fend me quick relief !

An ever prefent friend art Thou!

As once on earth, fo cven now,

Reftorer of the Jame and blind,

And ftill to wretched finners kind,

Oh, faithiul Witnefs !—heav’n above
Now fees, as earth once faw, "L'hy love |-~
In pain, in want and fufering, bis ;

But that in conqueit, triumph, blifs !

There thy muld intercefiion ftays
‘Th’ uplifted fcourge of finners ways ;
Tis this our daily life prolongs,
And claims aloud our grateful fongs.
Shall I forget Thee, O my friend ?—
Of all things, Origin and End--
Bource of Salvation, God of Light,
And Ocean of Supreme delight !
Forbid it by Thy mighty pow’r;
And daily, nightly, on me fhow’r
‘The grace to {ear and fove Thy name,
Thou kind, unchangeably the fame.

o ol oV ol

« MY FATHER § AT THE HELM.”
An Insident—eSpiritually improved,
97T WAS when the feas with herrid raar

A little burk aflail’d, :
And pallid fear with awful pow'r
O’er each on board prevail’d;
Save one,—~the Captain’s darling child ;
Who fearlefs view'd the ftorm, ~
And, playful, with compofure {mil'd
At danger’s threat'ning form.

« Why fporting thus ?"" a feaman cries
« Whillt forrows overwhelm " ~

« Why yield to grief?” the boy replies ;
« My Fathers at the helm!™

Poor doubting foul, from hencebe taught
How groundlefs is thy fear;

‘Think what the;Pow‘r of Chrift hath wrought
~And He 1s ever near.

Safe in his hands whom feas obey
When fwelling iurges rife,

He turns the darkelt night o day,
And brightens low'ring fkies.

Though thy corruptions rife abhorr'd,
And outward foes increafe,

*Tis but for him to fpeak the word,
And all is hufh'd to peace.

Then upward look ; howe’er diftreft,
Jelus will guide thee home
To that eternal port of reft
Where ftorms fhall never come, J.AK,

POETRY

CONTENTMENT *
Encouraged by the Promife. Heb, xiil. g
ET Qcean’s waves tumultuous rife,
And firivein vain to pierce the kion
And mingle with the ftars;
Then difappointed backward roll
And, wild with rage, difturb the pole
With cheir prefumptuous wars.
Let Rebel Angels, doom'd to fire,
Provoke the dread Eternal's ire,
And combat with their God :
Then headlong from th’ ethenal heighs
Precipitate their downward flight,
At His effe&ive nod,
Let murm'ring mortals, too, repine,
Arraign the Providence divine,
And blame the deeds of Heav'n;
While paflions ftrong, without control,
Difturb the agitated foul,
Enrag'd at what is giv'n.
But fhall the Chriftian’s nobler mind—
By Grace renew’d, by Heav'n refin'd—
Indulge a murm’ring thought ?
Shall he, who claims Jehovah’s firength,
Who fhall be brought to Heav’n at length,
Bemoan bis prelent lot ?
Forbid it, gracious God ! he crigs,
Nor let th’ unfeuerous thought arife,
Offspring of difcontent :
No ! while my God, my Saviour lives,
Thankful I’} take whate’crhe gives,
And prize the bleflings fent.
Since he has faid, “ I'l] ne’erdepart ;"
I'll bind his promife to my heart, -
Rejoicing in hiscare ;
This hall fupport, while here 1 live ;
And, when in glory I arrive,
Il praife him for it theve.
R et at o ot ol
Mpr. BEDDOME's HYMN
After Sermon, the laff time be p?ited London_

N OR dark not clear, nor night. nor day,

8. Prarcr.

Such is our life below ;
ere thiftles grow among the corn,
And muddied waters flow.
What we obtain with anxious care
We oft poffefs with pain ;
And, when we think the fiorm is o'er,
The clouds return again,
A motley fcene, a bitter fivcet,
Is each enjoyment here;
Honey 'tis true, but dafh’d with gall;
And hope, but mix'd with fear.
Happy the foul that, landed fafe
In the fair realms above,
Ever beholds a fmiling Ged,
And feafts on pardoning love.

* Firft printed in Dr., Rippon’s Addenda,
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A LIST OF MINISTERS

APPOINTED TO PREACH

THE LORD’S DAY MORNING LECTURES,

Lately carried on at St. Helen's,

But now removed to the

REV. Mz. REYNOLDS's MEETING,

Camamsz‘,Strzet, Bifbop[gate-fireet,

FOR THE YEAR 1801,

Rev. Dr. Rippon,
—Dr. Hu!:x{:r,
———Mr. Reynolds,
~—Mr. Booth,
~——Mr. Towers,
——Mr. Brookfbank,

——Mr.

~——Mr. Townfend, |

~——Mr, Upton,
+~——MTr. Eafton,
" =——Mr. Stcveq,

Agril

May

.

March 8May

15

2z{June

29,
5
12
19}fuly
26
3
¥ol-

17/Aug.

24 Aug.

2 Sept.

19,0¢.
26
2

18

. ANNO.
oly 1774
16 é 177%
23 5&1775
oy \1778
65 11786
13]% {1791
20| e
27 ;:\ {791
4= 1798
LR 1799
AN 1801

Service begins exa&ly at Seven and ends at Eight o’clock.

This Le&ure was inftituted in the year of the glorious.
Revolution, 1688, and has been carried on ever fince that me-
morable period. It is fupported by Subfeription ; and it is
hoped that thofe who are defirons of encouragin~ the defign,
will cheerfully give their names to either of the following

perfons :

Mr.Sam veL BurTox. Sen. 128, Houndfditch, Treafurer;
Mr. TowtLe, 46, Borough ;
Mr. NorTH, 80, Gracechurch-fireet s
MANAGERS FQOR 18al,
Mr. HousTon, Great St. Helen's;
Mr. SmiTH, Jun. 127, Houndfditch
Mr. Russéryr, O/d Changes -
Mr. Swain, Weftmoreland Buildings.
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SKETCH OF THE FUNERAL DISCOURSE
On the Dearh of the Re. Jonn Toumas, of Brifl,
PREACHED BY DR. RYLAND,

At the Pithdy, September 3, 1800.

——

2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 1 have fought a good fight, 1 have faifhed
my courfe, }' have kept tﬁ( faith; benceforth there i:£§t.

E are now aflembled, partly to fhew our refpeét

~ to the memory of an aged and faithful Minifter
of Chrift, and principally to improve the circumftances
of his deceafe: For that end 1 could think of no paffage
more fuitable than the language of Paul-the aged, when
he. reviewed his own Hpa.(t life, and looked forward to its
approaching clofe. He faid to his fon Timothy, I have
Jfought a good fight, &c. and. I believe our dear and ho-
noured departed friend might have faid the fame. He
could converfe but little for thefe five or fix years pafts
but all he faid and all he fuffered tended. to confirm the
uniform teftimony he had borne, within thele walls, for
above forty years before, to the glorious gofpel of Jefus
Chrift. Though his faculties were greatly impaired, he
retained a flrong relifh for evangelical truth, and was
fupported and calmed by faith in the Redeemer ; and after
the Yaft' feizure, when his fpeech was entirely loft, he
difcovered a joy almoft tranfporting ‘when reminded of
the Saviour of finners. But let us attend to the text,
which contains,

I. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

Itis illuftrated by a threefold metaphor—
‘ (1.) A conflic /Zﬁaimd. « I have fought the good
he.”

There is a great conteft going forward in our world,
in confequence of man’s rebellion againft God. All the
race of men are at war—but notall on one fide—though
they all bave been fo; for the carnal mind is enmity againft
God, and wants to fhake off kis government, and all wer¢
of that mind in their natural ftaté—but Chrift came
into the world, as the Captain of Salvation, to fubdue
rebels unto God. Paul once took up arms againft him,
and was exceedingly mad; but Chrift conquered him as
he was going to Damafcus; and then Paul became as

APRIL 1801.] cc hearty



354 FUNERAL DISCOURSE,
hearty for Chrift, as he had been again? him. He took
to him the whole armour of God, and fought againft fin
and error—firft, in his own heart ; and then every where,
as the providence of God led him. He made reprifals on
Satan, carried arms into his territories—rufhed among
the thickeft foes, &c. and was faithful to Chrift even
unto death. .And fo our good friend Tommas, was 2
foldier of Chrift ; he comtended earneftly for God and
Grace. And thus do all true Chriftians live in'a conftant
“warfare againft the world, the devil, and the flefh ; and
they fhall come off more than conquerors at lat. -

(2:)- A Courfe prefersbed. ¢ The courfe I have fi-
nithed,” < 8o run that ye may obtain, Let usrun the race,
&c. Believers are called to a life of progreflive holinefs,
which requires adlive exertion, in a prefcribed path, in
order to'their reaching a-diftant goal—7 prefs toward the
mark, &c.—They afpire after progrefive knowledge of
divinetruth, progrefive conformity to the divine will—
a progreffive approach to the fummit of felicity. If not
always increafing in ‘altual enjoyment, they would. be
increafing in. preparation for that enjoyment—which is

~effeCted by increafing humility, mortification, weanednefs
from the’world, heavenly mindednefs, &c. and this is op-
pofed to drawing back, turning afide,. or ftopping fhort,
There is indeed 2 courfe which all are running in a more
paflive fenfe, whether they will or no~~no one can conti-
nue here long—the moft flothful will find their days are
running away—the meoft worldly-minded will find the
time haftening on, when they muft leave this world and
all its idalized enjoyments :—~Happy they who have been
all their lives haftening toward Heaven in defire ! they
 fhall find they were at the fame time approaching it in rea-
lity. So it was with Paul, with Mr. Tommas, and fo it
is with Jt{rue. believers. T '
3.) A Depofit preferved. < The Faith I have kept,”’—
a’lzl kept thj?_lg aiél as a Criffian. He thus e’xhortI::d the
Hebrews, Chap. x. 23.  Let us hold faft the profeffion of our
Jaith without wavering ;. intending either the Doirine we be-
Jieve,~—the faith once delivered to ‘the Saints, refpe&ing
which we are charged to buy. the truth and fell it not; a
charge well obeyed by the Apoftle, who. determined to
know nothing but Chrift, gloried only.in the Crofs, and
accounted all things but lofs for the excellency of the
knowledge of Chrilt ;—or the Faith whereby we believe ;
and this is the moft blefled means of preferving the formei._
¢
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It is good to have the heart eftablifhed with grace. He
who is continually ufing the mediation of Chrifty and is
fanétified by the truth, will not -eafily give up the faith
of the Gofpel. ;

Paul kept the faith as a Minifler; and this will beft be
done in connexion with the former—-Hg, that has received
the truth in the fove of it, will-fpeak the truth in lovew—
he, that feels.the need and worthof the Gofpel, will be mofk
in earneft.in preaching the Gofpel. - So Mr, Tommas.*

II..-THE PROSPECT OF A CHRISTIAN IN DEATH.

¢ Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown,”’ &c.

(1.) The Bleffednefs expetted.” No lefs than a Crown!
The general ideas it conveys are thefe of recompenfe,
honour, and dominion.

Crowns of ‘old were given to the victorsin the Grecian
games, made of fading materials, yet highly valued, as
being public teftimonials of fingular excellence, fkill, or
vidlour.

And Crowns were and ftill are worn by princes, made
of coftly materials, but heavy and unpleafant, and often
ds it were lined with thorns ; attended I mean with great
anxieties and cares. But the honors of the believer will
be neither fading nor trivial, owing their worth tofancy
and fathion, nor yet atttended with incumbrances and
perils,—The faithful Chri{,ﬁaixr fhall be honoured with
the approbation of God ; more than Yeimburféd for all
expences and loffés,—more than recompenfed for all la-
bours and fufferings.—He'thall be raifed to a ftate-of dig-
nity, peace, fecurity, -and exaltation. Believers'are made
Kings and Priefts to God, and fhall reign for e¥er.

ﬁe peculiar nature of this crown, * a crown of Righte-
oufnefs” Crowns of Kings have fometimes been gained
unrighteoufly, and the power conneted with them un-
righteoufly employed. But the Believer’s is a crown of
righteoufnefs,. awarded by the Lord the. righteous’ Judge =
Not as the reward of perfonal merit; for &y grace we
are Javed—but asthe reward of Chrift’s obedience .unto
death.” The Saint fhall be crowned or adorned with
righteoufnefs. His beauty will confift in conformity to
his Saviour.

* Herc Dr, Ryland might advantageoufly have fiamed a perfon who has
made much more noife in the world than the deceafed ; ‘who, i his early
youth, was ufed to go with Mr. Tommas from willage to village, praying
and convétfingwith the good people, about the kingdom of God;-but has
widely dgone-éﬁ' from the blefled truths in which he had once been'in-

cd,y

tru&:
¢Cc2 The
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The refervation of this crown—1It ¢ is laid up.”

It issnow prepared, and fecured by Chrift ; it is already
premifed, though now the Believer is at a diftance from
the full attainment of his wifhes——now. confli®ing—
now defpfled—ndw bearing the Crefs ; but a crown is in
referve for him. ;

(2.) The charalter of bim wha fhall beflow this crown—
¢ The Lord". is the giver of this bleflednefs, and that as
“9 the righteaus Judge.” ,

Paul glfewhere fpeaks 6f himfelf as the chief of finners,
and he withed Onefiphorus (Chap. i. 18.) might « find
percy in that day.” Yet he here hopes for a crown for
himtelf, and for all who love Chrift’s appearing. - This was
all very confiftent. He could not have hoped to ftand in
judgment but through the righteoufnefs of the Redeemer.
‘But'on this ground he.might be confident. His furety
would be his Judge. - And we, who muft on any other
ground have been condemned, may on this footing indulge
the ftrongeft hope.—* The Lord the righteous Judge” is
authorized to crown every Believer. ‘He is proper Judge
of what is fitting, and he knows them that are his;
therefore the foundation of God ftandeth fure.
 (3.) Tbe charaier of the Recipients, ¢ not me only”’~—-
They whoare made Kings unto Godwill not reign in a fo-
litary ftate, precluded by wretched majefty from the fweets
of extenfive fociety—all will be kings together, not the
lefs happy on account of a fweet equality. The happinefs
of Heaven is not felfith, but focial and benevolent—each
will enjoy the blifs of all the reft—<¢ all” will fhare this
blifs ¢ who love Chrift’s appearance”—who love the’
manifeftations of the Redeemer’s glory, and place their
blifs in the contemplation of the divine perfeftions in
him. Therefore ‘Paul laboured to take as many as
he could with him to Heaven—and fo do all faithful
Minifters, &c.

. [4.L The period of its beflowment—<¢ T hat ddy”—the day

for which-all other days were made—When all mankind

fhall be aflembled ‘together—When_ fuch difcriminations

* fhalltake place, &c. Asfoonas abfent from the body, faints

fliall\be préfent  with the Lord, but the happinefs of the

faints_wil} not be complete till they are all together.
IMPROVEMENT.

Such, - then, are the hopes of the Gofpel : and is not the
Life and Immd'i"salit - it hath brought to Jight worth your
regard ! Can trie Keligion tend to melancholy ? Orare

they
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they who have aH their portion in this life, happier than
true Chriftians? Ase the: former exempt from trbuble ?
If they fight not a good fight, are they. not conftrained
to wage a bad warfare ?=~to war againft God, t6 war
againft confcience, to war ;gainﬂ: their dwn fouls ? Muft
they not contend with the King of Terrors ! and engage
with. him, alone,—unarmed, unbefriended ? — If ‘they
never ran the Chriftian courfe; nor entered upon'that fta-
dium, yet they are haftening out of the world ; their days
are {wifter thana poft, they will foon come to an end——and
they muft part with all the enjoyments they now idolize.

They, who keep not the Chriftian’s faith, muft keep
their own, if they can; but credulous as they are, wili
they be able to retain their confidence in death }=~To die
aflured their death will be only an eternal flecp, affured
‘there is no God, no future ftate, no hell—or affured of the
perfeét approbation of the moral Goverhor of the w’ogld,
of the fufficiency of their own righteoufnefs, and of the
efficacy of mere repentance to make all the atonement ne-
ceflary for any fin ?

O let believers blefs God for the Gofpel of Chrift; and
for every frefh evidence of its holy and happy tendency <
Many of our dear acquaintance” have added their dying
teftimony to that which they bore in their life ; and now
the paftor of this church; whofe corpfe lies before me,
has clofed his teftimony.

It is a very feanty account which I can.give of his bio~
graphy. ‘And the notice I had” for preparation for this
{ervice was too fhort to admit of my procuring much bio-
graphical information. - The chief concern we thould all
feel is to follow him as far as he followed Chrift.- If you
ever knew any defec in his charafter, remember that onfy
to’avqid it, and be careful to remember all the" many ex-
cellencies of his chara&er to imitate them.

Oh, thatall the children of our dear deceafed friend
might know the God of their father! Their own con-
fciences. bett can tell whether they have enlifted under
the Captain of Salvation, and fet out in the heavenly
courfe-; whether they poffefs the faith which worketh by
love, overcomes the world, and excites them to live here
as ftrangers and pilgrims, looking for that bleffed hope
and the glorious appearance of our great God and Saviour
Jefus Chrift. I pray God that this may be the cafe with
cvery one of them, that they may have a joyful meeting
with himaj laft.

cc3 May
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May his fpiritual’ children follow him as he followed
Chrift—may all that were under his paftoral care adorn
the do@rine of God their Saviour'in alkthings.

If fome fat under him to little purpofe for fo many years,
may they hear him now; though dead he yet fpeaketh, and
chargeth you to be alfo ready—may you prize the Gofpel,
and improve the labours of your prefent Minifters, ‘

‘May we that are Minifters be flirred up to make full
proof of our Miniftry ! Our lives will foon end, and our
miniftry may end fome years fooner than our lives—what
God allots will be beft; but O that our filence may not
remind us of paft negligence—may we bear faithful tefti-
mony for God, while we have the full ufe of our mental fa-
culties and the powers of fpeech—and, if we fhould be laid
afide, may we fubmit, if in-any way God fhall be glorified,
May we. all examine ourfelves as! to our preparation for
death, and our love to Chrift’sappearing—Fight on—prefs
forward—keep the faith—lay hold of cternal life, Ames,

It was remarked in page -319, that Mr. Tommas died
on the 27th of Auguft 1800, aged 76 years. On the
Wednefday following his corpfe was ‘taken to the Meet.
ing-Houfe, where Dr. Ryland preached the funeral dif-
courfe. - After: the fervice was over his remains were
borne to the grave,-in the Baptift burying ground, on the
thoulders of fome’ of his members. So numerous and fo
folemn an attendance has been feldlom witnefled. The
Rev. Mr. Sharp, his fucceflor in the paftoral office, de-
livered the Oration. . And having lived in the fame houfe
near a year and a half prior tohis deceafe, he was able ta
give the particulars of his ftate of mind in his laft days,
which he has done in a concife manner.

« Since I have had the pleafure of knowing the de-
ceafed Saint, he appeared, at times, to be loft to the things
of 'this life, and to have forgotten'every  thing but reli-
gion; to that he ever difcovered.a gafte. At intervals he
was lucid and fmart. He fat very placid all day long as a
waiting fervant of Jefus Chrift ; and “his’ mind was in
perfeét harmony with his helplefs cendition. He was
truly affe@ionate to all around him. He. glways appeared
glad to fee his old friends when they called upon him. If
any in the family were indifpofed and miffing, all feemed
aftonifhed at his concern 3, and when he faw them again,
his countenancedifcovered the pleafure which his faultering
tongue could not exprefs. He was fpiritual; he rcad-tyed

wor
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word of God s long as he poffibly, could with pleafure;
and' when he-was not able to ;eac{ it, he rejoiced to hear
it, Prayer feemed to be his:element when he was capa-
ble of engaging in it; and he enjoyed family worfhip to
the laft. . Though he had loft the powers of {peech, his
hands and eyes would exprefs the devout feelings of his
heart. When one of the family dropped this  word,
« Sir, .1t will foon be faid to you, enter thou into the Jje

of thy Lord,” it had an overwhelming effe&t on him,,-al’n'xo{{
too great for him to bear, His favour of the humbling
docirines of divine grace was apparent to the laft. * Sup-
_ported by their fan&ifying efficacy on his heart, he lived
in peace ‘with God through Jefus Chrift, without doubt-
ing or diftrefs ; and died happy in the Lord. It was a
pleafure to refide with fuch a faist, and an honoyr to attend
his dying bed.”

‘Mr. Tommas, though an eminent preacher, never. par-
tioclarly diftinguithed himfelf in the prefs. Befides occa-
fional, letters to the Weftern. Affociation, we do not re-
colle@ his publifhing any thing, but two fingle Sermons;
onc on the Duties of Ghurch Members, and the manner in
which they fbould be performed, preached at the Ordiration
of thedate Dr. Evans, in 17675 and the other entitled
Serious Advice to Students. and young Minifters, preached
before the Briftol Education Society, in 1774. ~Thefe
are, however, by no means unfavourable fpecitiens of sthis
pulpit talents.

e .. T —————————e

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BAPTIST REGISTER.
SIR, ‘

As your ufeful - Publication falls into the hards of many who
are travelling towards the heavenly Jerufalem, if the follaw-
ing plain and fimple Addrefs to them fhould meet with your
approbation, by inferting it in fome future' Number, you will
oblige 4 Brother, who expeits fhortlg to put off this taber-
nagcle. ' E. NEmus.

ON THI-PROBRIETY OF CULTIVATING A HEAVENLY
TEMPER.

WHEN we compare thé perithing ‘things of this uncertain
ftate of exiftenee, with the eternal realities of the heavesly in-
heritance, we may juftly ftind amazed at the folly of mankiad,
in confining their chief attention to earthly things, Itisa fa&

cc ton
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too evident to admit of difpute, that the contrivances and la-
bours, the hepes and fears, the withes and cares of a great ma-
jority of mankind, are principally employed about thefe, while
Heaven and its everlafting enjoyments are forgotten. ‘That, in-
deed, which commands our hearts, is the treafure of.portion we
choofe. - Be that what it,may, it will engage our chief atten-
tion; and the feries and tendency of ouratiaons will have refpett
toit. . The heart of man follows its treafure as the fun-flower
turns towards the fun, or as the needle verges towards the pole.
This is the reafon oyr gracious Redeemer affigns, why we fhould
look for a treafure in” Heaven ; < For where your treafure is,
there will 'your hearts be alfo.” '

Surely, thofe who are rifen with- Chrift—rifen from a-death in
fin toa life of rightedufnefs—rifen through the faith of the’
operation of God——rifen in.conformity to thé Lord Jefus, and
by virtue of his refurre&ion—fhould feck thofe things which-are
above ; the invifible realities which are beyond the fphere of
this mortal and animal life. The obje&s of their purfuit fhould
be thofe which™are peculiar to the celeftial world, where Chrift
fitteth at the right hand of God.

re is-the land that is very far off, the true Canaan, the
region.of plenty, ‘peace, and felicity. There, my fellow-
chriftiaps, is that blefled' fociety with whom- yed” hope fhortly
to mingle and unite. Mpyriads of angels are -there, fhining in
all the beauty of holinefs, and clothed with immortal {plendor.
They are now waiting to receive you; they ftand ready to con-
du& you, and to welcome-you to the feats of blifs. Dignities
and- honours are- there prepared for you; the manfions which
.you fhall inhabit, and the thrones.on which you fhall be feated ;
the gracious rewards, of your labours, your toils, and your com-
bats.  There are the incorruptible crowns of life and of glory,
.which the Captain of your falvation will fhortly put upon your
heads. He now addrefles each of you in the language of in-
finite love,—¢ Be thou faithful unto death,- and I will give
thee the Crown of life.”

There is the hidden manna, with-which you fball be fed, and
there are the rjvers of delight of which yeu fhall drink, - The
white robes are there, and the fine linen ; the righteoufgefs of
faints, wherewith you fhall be clothed. ‘The city that hath
foundations is there, whofe builder and-maker is God ; and that
better cou:ftr-y, which is an heavenly one. ' In that country is
the kingdom which was prepared for you from the foundation
of the world. ¢ Fear not, it is theFather’s good pleafurgto
give” it io_you.

There are the gen=ral affembly and church of the firft born.
Patriar¢hs, prophets, apoftles, and martyrs are ‘there—thafe
who .hazarded, and thofe who freely facrificed, their lives for
the Lord Jefus. The heavenly gountry already abounds with-

' inhabitants
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iohabitants, and inore are admittéd into it every hour. What~
ever difficulties lie inthe way, they are pergeﬂ;z{l)iz furmounted
by thofe who are enabled to fight the good ight of faith, The
divine Redeemer fees of the travail of his foul,  and - 'is fatisfied.
The ranfomed of the Lord come from the ‘Eaft and the Wes,
the North and the South, and fit down with Abraham, - Ifaac,
and Jatob, in the kingdom .of God. They enjoy the imme-
diate prefence of the Father of Meiciess ‘The Lamb which is.
in the midft of the throne feeds them, leads them' to living
fountains of water, and wipes ‘all tears from their eyes. Sor
row, pain, and death are known no more ; for the former things
are done away.—But—<¢ Eye hath not feen, nor ear heard; nei-
ther have entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him.” O feek them, purfue
them, fet your affe&ions upon them !

It 1s true, our attention to thie prefent world is not to be wholly
laid afide. ‘The fcene of human aétion and of human duty lies
below, But while we live as inhabitants of the earth, we oughe
to cultivate acquaintance with the better world. ~Our views
full of immortality, we fhould pafs through all the changes of
this mortal ftate, not debafing ourfelves with-what is mean, de-
filing ourfelves with what is impure;, nor entanﬁling ourlelves
with what is enfnaring. If we have any intervals of profperity,
we fhould poffefs as though we poffeffed. not ; if affli&tions and
difappointments are our lot, we thould not be too much affefted
by them, but endeavourto have our hearts, “our defires, and our
hopes abave, where our Lord and Saviouris. Ouar meditations
and views, our inquiries and purfuits, thould be- of -a heavenly
kind and tendency. Chriftians, in all your prayers, ‘and ih the
‘ule of all other.ordinances, you thould keep the heavenly land
in profpeét, and feek the things which are above.

God hath revealed and promifed thefe things unto you. IF
this were not the cafe, you would feek them in vain. - But—
¢ This is the record, that God hath given unto us eternal 1ifé,
and this Jife is in his Son.” He it is who hathabolifhed death,
and brought life and immortality to light. Why then are yous
thoughts no” more employed about it? Has he promifed, that
where ‘he is, there his fervants fhall be ; .and" will you-not be
daily looking for the accomplifhment of fo glorious a promife ?
Is it not deferving of your conftant contemplation, and your
earneft purfuit ? You read of fome -who take the kingdom of
Heaven by violence ; and fhall the fame obje& excite you to no
exertions } The fulnefs of joy, and the pleafures fof-evermore,
fhould be powerful attratives to diligence. God has com-
manded you to feek F1rsT-his kingdom and his righteoufnefs.
He has czarged you to make it your chief care, and to purfue
thefe objefts as your highel coacern. Look not at the things
which are feen, for they are temporal, but at thofe things
whigh are not feen, for they are eternal.

Nothing
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Nothing is'worthy to.be fought in comparifon with the things
above, The prefent world is not 2 fit obje@ of purfuit to an
immortal xmm{ ‘When enjoyed in the largeft mea.lPure, it never
gives fatisfalion. Solomon had made the experiment, with ad-
vantages fuperior to thofe of any other man : and when he had,
at.his command, all that this world can poflibly afford, he pro-
nounced it, not only vanity of -vanities, but vexation of. {pirit.
Earthly enjoyments are tranfitory and unftable. Riches arc un-
certain; moth and ruft corrupt, and thievesmay break through
and dteal. While we fondly call them ours; riches make them-
felves wings, and fly away. They leave the unfaniified pof-
feflor to perith in his fins. The rich man died, was buried, and
in hell he lifted up his eyes. < What then is 4 man profited, if
he fhould gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul.”

On the other hand; the things above are folid, fubftantial,
and fatisfying. « I will caufe them that love me,” fays the
Saviour, * to inherit fubftance ; they fhall be abundantly fati{=
fied with the fatrefs of my houfe, and I will make them to drink
of the river of my pleafures.” In the proper purfuit of thefe
objects, no one fails, no one mifcarries; every one that feek-
eth findeth. And they are as certain in their duration as
fatisfying in their nature. When all other things fail, thele
remain.. 'The inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth
not away.. When even our heart and our fleth fail, God is the
firength of our heart, and our portion for ever.

What was the end of our divine Redeemer’s appearance in
the world ? Did he not come to our earth to raife us to heaven ?
He; left his thining throne ; -he - quitted, for a while, the bleft
abodes of the celeftial region. He took upon him the form of
afervant. He bare the load of human guilt. He wept and
made fupplication. In agonies of forrow, his fweat was, as it
were, great drops of blood falling ‘dewn to the ground. He
was opprefled : he was bruifed ; he was ftricken, {mitten of
God, and aflited. He was defpifed, buffetted, fpit upon,
bound with cords, beaten with rods, and crowned with thorns.
He was accufed, condemned, and nailed to the crofs, there to ex-
pirein agonies unutterable. And why all this? It was to make
yeconciliation for iniquity ; to- deliver us from the wrath to
come ; to fave-us from death; to give us a title to everlaftin
Tife; and to open the gates of Paradife unto us. Was thisindeed
the cafe, and fhall we not, with unabating ardour, afpire after
the heavenly ftate > Shall we not, with intenfe defire, feek
thofe things which are above? Qur gracious Redeemer,
in the profpet of his awful fufferings, faid, * And I, if I be
lifted up from. the earth, will draw zll men unto me.” May,
be accomplith his merciful purpofe on the mind of every
reader .

¢ 7 be continued. )
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ENCOURAGEMENTS TO PRAYER,

Written by the late Rew. JorN Ryvann, in the Nertbampeon
Church Book.

Roufing Motives to prayer for our Church Members,
Sept. g9, 1776.

1. Abraham’s Servant prays—Rebekah appears.

2. Jacob wreftles and prays—Chrift is conquered—Efaw’s mind
is wonderfully turned from the revengeful purpofe he-had har-
boured for 20 years,

3. Mofes cries to Gad—the fea divides.

4+ Mofes prays—Amalek is difcomfited.

5. Jothua prays—Achan is difcovered.

6. Hannah prays—Samuel is born.

7. David prays-—Ahitophel hangs himfglf,

8. Afa prays—a victory is gained.

q: Jehofhaphat cries to Gog—God turns away his foes.

1q. Ifaiah and Hezekizh pray—185,00q Affyrians are dead
in twelve hours.

11. Daniel prays—the dream is revealed.

12. Daniel prays—the lions are-muzzled.

13. Daniel prays—the feventy weeks are revealed,

14. Mordecai and Efther faft—Haiman is hanged .on his own
gallows in three days. '

15. Ezra prays at Ahava—Gad anfwers.  Ex. wiii, 21—23.

16. Nehemiah darts a prayer—the king’s heart is fofteéned ia
a minuate. ' Neb. ii. 6. .

17. Elijak prays—a drought of three years fucceeds.

18, Elijah prays—rain defcends apace.

19. Elithz prays—Jordan is divided.

zo. Elitha prays—a child’s foul comes bagk semer———Prayer
reaches eternity !

le. The Church prays ardently—Peter is delivered by an
angel.

Striking Reafons and Motives to fervent Prayer; addrefled
to Fear, Hope, Gratitude, Intereft, Ambition, Glory,
and Pleafure,

Wedne{day morning, ten; Dec. 4, 1776.

I. Motives addreffed to FEAR.

A prayerlefs foul is certainly a gracelefs foul ; and a grace-
lefs foul isin danger of hell fire fixty times in every mifute : the
queftion is put every fecond, Whether the finner fhalllive bere,
or in hell-fire with thofe whe are ¢ternally loft 2

A prayer-
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A prayerlefs foul has no refuge in difgrace, poverty, danger,
ficknefs, pain, or death; no guard againft fin, luft, drunken-
nefs; or any of the fnares of the devil.

II. Motives 20 Hore.

1. Prayer produces habitual ferioufoels of {pirit, and ability
to govern our thoughts and paffions;: this ability is rea/ virtue,
true virtue, beautiful virtue !

t.. Prayer is admirably adapted to exercife and improve all
the vital graces of the heart, on which the honour of religion,
and the pleafurey and happinefs of the religious foul depend.

Such, Graces are

Fervent love to God—ZExamples, Dr. Anrefly, Dr, Watts.

‘Gratitude for all His rich tender mercies.

Truft inthe providence of God under all troubles, trials, affic-
tions, lofies, croffes, and changes of the prefent life.

Contentment with: our lot—¥Hope in the rich blood and righte-
oufnefs of Chrift.

Expe&tation and defire of mercy.

Heavenly mindednefs; or flaming afpirations of foul after joy in
God—Charity, or love,. or expanfion of heart towards. all
God’s dear people—diffufive benevolence. ~ Prayer kills co-
vetoufnefs, quenches luft, cures envy, cools malice, difarms
revenge, roots up pride and atheifm.

3. Prayer will furely engage us:to the vigorous nfe of all pro-
per-means to attain our defires; prayer allows of no negle& of
means : prayer awitbout the means is impudent prefumption ; as
wfing the means without prayer is deteftable athei{m.

4. Prayer has a thoufand commands and promifes———=fee Sc-
Je& Commands, fee Selet promifes.

_ 5. Prayer has a thoufdnd examples of rich fuccefs :

Prayer ‘has divided feas—rolled up flowing rivers—made flinty
rocks gufh into fountains—quenched flames of fire—muzzled
Hons—difarmed vipers and poifons—marfhalled the ftars a-
gainft the wicked—ftopped the courfe of the moon—arrefted
the rapid fun in his giant’s race—burft open iron gates—re-
called fouls from eternity—conquered the ftrongeft devils—
commanded legions of angels down from heaven—conquered
Chrift himfelf, the mighty God ! :

Prayer has bridled and chained the raging paffions of men—has

» routed and deftroyed vaft armies of proud, daring, bluflering

" Atheifts; witnefs 185,000 dead in'a fingle night !’

‘Prayer has fetched one man from the bottom of the fea; and
carried another man in a chariot of fire to heaven. .,

Prayer has {hut heaven for three years, and then opened it.

: Sudden
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Sudden appearances of Chrift, in providence, in piaches
of diftrefs :

1. Abrdhain’s knife lifted up-=the angel appears.

2. Lot near deftrution—angels interpofe:

3. Hagar and her fon dying,—the angel difcovers water.

4: Jacob wreftles with Chrift—Efau meets and kifles him.

5. Mofes en the brink of the fea—the waters divide.
. 6d Saul’s fword it David’s heart—thé Philiftines irvade the
and;

7. Rabfhakeh infults God—his army deftroyed in 12z hours.

8. Hamah forms a plot—the king cannot {leep; lotsare taf
for'a lucky ddy, the day thrown eleven months off.

9. Paul on the brink of death by murder—Geod turns the go-
vernor’s heart to travel 40 miles.

10. Peter on the-margin of ruin—an angel burits his prifon,

IIL. Motives to Prayer. addreffed'to GRATITUDE,

God has heard 1y prayers,—May, 1741.*—Feb. 13, 1744,}
Didmerton}.e—The event proves -it as bright as the fun.

IV. Motives to Prayer, addreffed to our Cerpeft and deareft~
InTEREST.

1. Prayer will greatly promote and ircreafe godly repentance.

2. Prayer will help to give us more keen and diftinét appre-
henfions of the prefence, perfeltions, and providence of God—
Prayer will enable us to combine all providences, and make
them fubferve to, and confpire in, our temporal deliverance,
fupplies, victories over all fad troubles and trials—Prayer binds
down providences to our beft defires,

3. Prayer will infpire and inereafe a conftant and lively fenfe
of our dependance on God, and on Jefus, hi; eternal Son—de-
pendence on him, inthe conflitution and order of nature, in the
order and wife fettlementy of grace.

December 4, 1776, Wednefday noon.

V. Motives to Prayer, addreffed to AMBiTION-

Have you a defire to conquer devils, men bad, men good,
angels, and Chrift our God himfelf ?
Have you a defire to conquer all providences, world ?

¢ May 1741, was probably the time of Mr, Ryland's awakening.

4 This was a fcifon of much prayer for dire@ion about going to. Brifte.
asafludent ; but, thet day, his diary fays, he ¢« had no anfwer.”

t Didmerton, A place between Tetbury-and Sodbury, in Gloacefter-
fhire, where he flept in his way to Briftol, Friday night, Feb. 17, 1744
~—This was an evening of lifc and fervour in'prayer, in which he “ re-
ceived new favours from God,” and was wref&ng for fpiritual bleffings
till morning. Nofes &y tbe BniToN, VL M

. Me-
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VL Mstives to Prayer,
-addrefed ts GLORY. and PLEAsuRe, «

Glory is a firong vivid mixture of joy in a vaft and durable
Goop, and 2 moft ardent and high fpirited felf-love.
" What a glory to-be connefed with all the infinite good in
Chrift—to love otirfelves in him, and joy in him inereafe our
ardent’ felf-love !’ :

A LETTER
¥ROM THE NEGROE BAPTIST CHURCH IN SAVANNAH,
ABDRESSED TO

THE. REV. DR. RIPPON.

Savannab-Georgia, U. S. 4. Dec. 23, 1800.
MY DEAR AND REV. BROTHER, '

- AFTER a long filence, occafioned by various hindrances, I
fit down to anfwer your ineftimable favour by the late dear Mr.
Whité, who I hope is rejoicing, far above the troubles and
trials of this frail finful ftate. ~ All the books, mentioned in your
.truly condefcending and-affectionate letter, came fafe, and were
diftributed according to your humane dire@ions. You cin
fcarcely conceive, much lefs can I defcribe, the gratitude ex-
cited by fo feaforiable and precious a fupply of the means of
knowledge and grace, accompanied with benevolent propofals
of further afiftance.” Deign, dear fir, to accept our united, and -
fincere thanks for your great kindnefs to us, who have been fo

Retle accuftomed to fuch attentions.: Be aflured our prayers have '

afcended, and I truft will continue to afcend -to God, for your

health and happinefs. and that you-may be rendered a lafting
g‘:{amcnt to our holy Religion, and a fuccefsful Minifter of the
el.

.‘,WP’Aith-much pleafure, I inform you, dear fir, that I enjoy
ood health, and am ftrong in body, tho’63 yearsold, and am
lefled with a pipus wife, whofe freedom [ have obtained, and -

an only daughter and child, who is married to a free man, tho”

fhe, and confequently, under our laws, her feven children, five
fons and two daughters, .are flaves. . By 3 kind Providenced am
well provided for, as to. worldly-comforts, (tho’ I haye had very
little given me as a minifter,) having a houfe and lot in - this

‘city, befides the land on whick feveral buildings ftand, for

which I receive a {mall rent, and -a fifty-fix acre-tra& of land,

with all neceflary buildings, four miles in the country,and eight
flaves ; for whofe education and happinefs, I am enabled, thro’

megcy 80 provide.
But
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_ But what will be infinitely more initerefting to my friend, and
s fo much more prized by myfelf, - we enjoy the rights of con-
fcience to a valuable extent; worfhiping in our families, and
preaching three times every Lord’s-day, baptizing- frequently -
from 10 %0 30 at a time in the Savannah, and adminiftering the
facred fupper, not only withoutmoleftationy but in the prefence,
and with the approbation and encouragement of many of the
white' people. - We are now about 700 in number, and the

work of the Lord goes on profperoafly. - N :

An.event which has had a happy inflience on our affairs was
the coming of Mr. Holcombe, late paftor of the Euhaw Church,
to this place, at the call of the heads of the city, of a}l denomi-
nations, who have remaised for the 13 months he has been here,
among his conflant hearers, and liberal fupporters. His falary is
2000* a"year. He has juft had a. baptiftery, with convenieat
appendages, built in his place of worthip, and has commenced
baptizing. ‘ ,

Another difpenfation of Providence hasmuch ftrengthened onr
hands, and increafed our means of information: Herity Fran-
cis, lately a flave fo the widow of the late Cok Leroy Ham-
mond, of Augufta, has been purchafed, by a few humane ‘gen-
tlemen of this place, and ‘liberated to exergife the handfome
minifterial gifts he poffefles amongft us; nd teach our . youth to
read and write. Heis: a fitrong man, 'about 49 years of age,
whofe mother wae White, and whofe father was an Indian: His
wife and only fon s flaves. ' o '

Brother Francis has beén in the miniftry 15 years, and will
foon' receive ordination, and -will probably. becdme the - paftor
of a bran¢h of my large church, which is getting' too niiwieldly
for oné body. Should this event take place, aid his charge,
recetve conftitution, it will take the rank and title of the 34-
Baptiff Church in Savannab. '

. With the. moft fincere and ardent prayers to.-God for your
tgmgokal .and eternal welfare, and with the meft unfeigned
gratitude, ¥ remain, reverend and dear fir, your obliged fervang.
in the gofpel.

Anprew BrYaw.]

P.S. I fhould be glad that my African friends cjuld hear the
-above account of our affairs. - ’

*. Probably dollars, EpiTox.. .
4 This ketter was writtsn peckaps by the Rev. Mr. Hojcombe.

P erfc-
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Burficution of the Methodifts in the Bermudaflands.

AN 2 has paffed in the Bermuda or Somers Iflands in Ames
fica, ““to prevent perfons pretending, or having pretended, to
be minifters of the gofpel, or miffionaries from any religious fo-
ciety whatever, anf not invefted with holyorders, according to
the rights and ceremonies of the church of England, or the
chut’ch’ of Scotland, from a&ing as preachers, or {choolmaf-
ters. > o . .

. This law ordains that whofoever fhall a& repugnant to it, by
eaching, or in azy wife leQuring, or exhorting; fhall be ha-
le to a fine of 50 pounds, and to be imprifoned.for the fpace of
6 months, without bail -or mainprize; and whofoever admits
any fuch perfon or perfons into his erher houfe, to teach, lec-
.ture, or exhort, is {ubjeétto the fame penalty. And if any one
takes upon him the office of fchoolmafter, he alfo is fubje@ to
the fine of 5o pounds, and imprifonment for 6 moths.

This a& having paffed the affembly, and met the concurrence
of the council, pafled into a law May 24, 1800. = Mr. Stephen-
fon, one of the Wefleian miffiondries, was committed to prifon
for-6 months. as was alfo Mr. Pallais, d refpe@able friend of
his, who dared to permit him to preach in his houfe, after the
law was paffed. Mr. Stephenfon’s fll’xeccfs ameng the poor blacks
was very great; and it appears that this:cirmmmftance was the
chief caufe of the perfecution. A petitign 19 his Majefty to fet .
his negative to the law, drawn up in a very proper ftyle, and in
the moft loyal fpirjy, has been feat to Pr. Coke, figned by 483
of the white inhabitants, 10§ of whomare members of the injured
fociety, theremainder of whom Rile themfelves friends of liberty
-of confcience. “The petition has been tranfmitted to the Duke
of Portland, andf a circular letter, flating the painful bufinefs,
is printed to be fept to all the preachers in the connexion.
The do&or apprehends that the fuccefs.of his endeavours will
be .of the firft importince, not only_to other places abroad,
s‘but ewen at bome,” as « the beginning of perfecution, like the
beginning of ftrife, is like the letting out.of water.” In his ma-
nu%cn nfcript - letter, however, dated London, Feb. 14, 1801, he
fays ¢ I have now'a moft fawonrable profpett of fucceeding for
the repeal of the law paffed in Bermuda.  But I really 'do not
know when [ fhall be able to' obtain a meeting- of . the ‘privy
council, they are fo full of bufinefs. ~The whole is in the hands
of God, and calls for prayer.—I beg that my brethren will be
a&ive in favour of the miffion, Our wotk in the Weft Indies
goes on profperoufly indeed.” He adds, < It is certainly the
moft foccefsful miflionnow in the world among the heathens.™

THE
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NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS.

In No XV. and XV of the Regifter; September 1798, &c. we
had the pleafiire of publithing the earlieft ¢orrefpondence of
the Baptift Affociation of New York; with the Brother Town;
and the Stockbridge Indians; and: in-No.. XVIL. -we printed'
the Rev. Mr, -Benjamin Frapeis’s Poem,. enfitled. &« An™aft
feCtionate Addrefs tp the Stockbridge Indians.” Since thar

vime, fome of thefe our letters have been reprintedin America,
and two of them weére sepublithed in Scotland -inJanuary
1801, * We have now the felicity of giving the continiiation of
that correfpondence, which,- we doubt nos, will be highly’
acceptable to moft of our readers:’

The filloaving was delivered to the Rev. Mr. Elkanab Holmes, the
Baptif Mifionary, when about to return frem bis firft wific to
fﬁ('i{l‘ﬁ“f: ) . . C

Neav Stockbridge, Now. 29, 1797.
Faraer; atTend! i o
WE acknowledge, that it is by the goodnefs of the gréat

Good Spirit. we enjoyed shany ‘good -days with you, “fince . you

came here by the fide- of our fire ‘place, and- have réceived fo

many kind offices from you; in-téaching us the great important
things belonging to the -everlaiting" kingdom of our Lotd and

Saviour Jefus Chrift ; by which, we may 8adetftand how- to

ferve and pleafe him, whofe commands and. inftutions we are

utider all poflible obligationto obey, -~ .- =, 7
‘Fatlier.-- By the help of the . great:Gogd Spirit, yoit haye in.

firunientally opened the eyes of a number of our’ people, whére-

by we {ee the holy path clearer that leads to eternial happinefs;
and alfo difeern the crooked path that leads to endlefs mifery.

But-what fhall we'render unte the great. Good Spirit for all, oz

any of his loving kindnefs thewartowgrds us? Is not this his fay-

ing: < Buy milk and honey, without money, and without
price ?”—And have we not reafon to fay, « We will take the

cup of falvation, and call upor the name of the Lord . o

in: What can we return to you for all the kindnefs and
fatherly inftruction you have given us, and all-other kindnefles
ou-have apparently manifefted towards us thefe many days, but
iearl:_i,l‘, to thank you for thé fame? Aud, by the help of grace.
we fhall endeavour to walk an{werably to thie end of the enjoy~
ments conferred upon us. We hope and crave the Good Spirit
to blefs you~with {piritual and temporal comforts ; and, at laft,
reward you'a hundred fold in the world of joy. - ’
Father.—In compliance with yourrequeft'for the hiftory of our
anceftors, we have gathered a few hints of the cuftoms, manpers,
Arriy, 1801, pd and.
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and traditions of qur anceftors, which were- peculiar to them,
{5 far as we think ‘credible, as handed dewn to us by our
fathers. . At the fame time, we Tuft own, that-we have but im-
Perfe® knowledge of . the old ways ;- 'becaufe, when our fathers
Teceived the Chriftian i’eligi_on,-~‘rze“y thought it was neceflary
for them to lay afide all the’ cuftoms  of their ferefathers : con-
fequently, the ancient cuftoms have been “gmdﬁaﬂy loft, until
they*are almoft entirely forgetten. - Yet; if you. accept:of- ghis
piece of hiftory, we will prefént it to: you as-a token.of ‘our
friendfhip : and’3f :you fhall think proper to fhew it to yofr
friends, or publifh it, it is Ieféto your-difcretion.

Father.-=As you dre about to 'go and follow the common path
whicli leads from here to your fire-plice, we ‘wifh you a plea-
fant journey ; and we hope'the Great Géod ‘Spirit. will -protedt
you on it ; that you may find your family and friends in health
and peace. Farewell.

Signed in behalf of the reft,
Ij;jepb Shauquéthqueat,
endrick Aupaumat,

Tofepb Quinney,

D:{Zy %ﬂoﬁi&bnﬁ Y
Fobn Quinnep,

Jobn Metoxen,

Solomon Quauquauckmut,
Dawid Vaunaunuknauk,
Fobn Wautubg naut.

Inpian SeeecH, delivered by CapTain Hexprrck, an
Indian Sachem, in behalf of ‘his people, in the fummer ‘of
1798, to the Rev. Mr. HoLmMEs, onhis sgconp . vIsiT to
the Indians.

1t is a talk traly in the Indian fiyle, expreffive of thelr bofpitality
to the weary traveller, and: fympathy avith one whofe foul was
bowed down under the difiyeffes which the pefiilence was then
producing in the city where be bad left bis relatives and friends:

FaTHer, at7END!

IT is by the goodnefs of the Great Good $pirit. we are al-
lowed to meet:together at.this time. - We rejoice,. that, by the
goodnefs of the fame Spirit, yoy have been preferved during
Jyour abfence ; that he has again put it in your mind to.pay us
another vifit, and find us all in-health, ,”But, when we look at
you, we fee your tedrs flowing down from your eyes; 6n'agcount
of the difficulties and darknefs being on the fea-and on the
ﬂi'ore.' [ now, according to'the cuftom of our anceftors, ftretch

# e Difficulties and darknefs being on the fea,” are fignificant of wars
and tumule; and, % on the fhore." the prevalency of epidemic diforder
and death. :

forth
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forth my hand and wipe off your tears, that you may fee your
children clearly. . '
And as the duit is always driven on_the way by the wind
from almoft :every direction, and by the found fothe;'ﬂyi'u,g,
birds;. we fee your ears. are .almoft fopped up; I ndw flretch
forth my: hand and cleanfe thém, that you may héar' difin@ly.
Set your heart aright, and loofen your tongye, that' you may

4

be enabled tofpeak to your children with deliberation.

Father.—Having: done thefe, we fe¢ your feet and legs are
muddy; on accaunt,of the long gnmey you ‘haye taken from
your fire-place 5 ] .again &retch forth my hand, and wipe off the
mud,- and wadh them ¢lean; bat, while 1 am walking, 1 dif-
cover fome briars and thorns i your feet, and pull ‘:gtm out ;.
then I take the gourd-fhell our anceftors ufed to have, which
contains the healing oil, and oil your feet and legs, o you can
with eafe walk about by. the fide of our fire-place,” and our
houfe is fwept clean, and ‘the bed ‘in it is fixed in order. You
can fit, fmoke, and wlk with your children. You are heartily
welcome t0 enter into our town, to our houfes, and our ears are
open to hear you.

Six ftrings of wampum delivered.

(A wmue copy), by

‘ oaN QUINNEY,
An Indian Counfellor and Interpreter,

—

SHORTLY after Mr. Holmes’s arrival among the Muhhe-
connuk nation of Indians in 19¢8, he received the melancholy
news of his wife’s death, and thought it his duty immediately
to return to New York, to afford fuch relief ag wis in his power
to his family, expofed to the ravages of the malignant epide-
ic, to which his companion had fallen a viQim.

The following is an addrefs of condelence from the Indians- an that
occafion.
FaTHER, aTTEND!

WE lait evening propofed to meet you here; and by the
goodnefs of the Great GGood Spirit, we are preferved through
another night, fo that we are enabled to meet and 1moxe & pipe
bf peace with you, ‘but with groaning.

Father.—It was only as it were yei%erday, we were rejoicing®
in feeing each others faces after a Jong abfence from one ano-
ther ; and, by the will of the Great Cgood Spirit, he-has caufed
the darknefs to fpread over your fire-place, and has come.{d
nedr as to touch” you by his' afli@ing hand, in taking away
your dear and near companion by death; and.a number of your
dear friends .and connexions are alfo takenaway from the ﬁd;

»ds o
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of your fire-place-to another world,” which caufed your teass tq
flow down your face. : .

Father.—Qur hearts are alfo touched, our tears flowing : we
are weeping and mourning with you as a nation, and.we muft
ajcﬁpowﬁsge that the dealings.of the Great Good Spirit are juft
and right, for he knows what is beft for us, and we muft.fub-
it to his will and good pleafnre.

Father.—~Our encouragements. and expeQations were raifed ta
a_great degree fince we faw you here by thefide of our fire-
place; but'it feems that it is the will of him who- governs all
events, that our expe&ations fhould be difappointed.

Father.——We muft acknowledge, as children, that you know
—aore than we do the will ofthe’Good Spirit on fuch occafions ;
and ‘the cuftoms of our fore-fathers are only ceremonies, by
which they ufed to manifeft théir minds onc to another, and
therefore we omit them.

Father.—Let us,- your children, exhort you, by the mercy of
the Great Good Spirit, to look to-him who fticketh clofer than
a-brother, who isable to wipe off your tears, and unftop your
ears, and raife your heart upright, and turn your weeping into
rejoicing in a {piritual fenfe. S
" Father.—As we by the help of the Gyeat Good: Spirit have
eftablifhed a covenant of friendfhip to the lateft generation, and
haye opened a plain and pleafant.path ; therefore, let no dark-
nefs wﬁpfocvgr ‘prevent us to walk backwards and forwards to
vifit one other, left we become as unmingdful children.

Father.—As you are about to rettirn to your defolate fire-
place, we pray, that the Great Good Spirit may preferve and
prote& .you fa{g on the pleafant path ; and we fincerely defire
you to remember us in your prayers -every day ; and we hope
that-the Good Spirit may yet open the way, that you.may
be enabled to pay us another vifit,  and alfo to our:brethren in
the defart; and we heartily thank-you for your kindnefs which
you have manifefted o us.——Farewell.

{Signed).

. Fofeph Shauquethqueat,

Sacnems, { H:{ﬁn‘d Aquaumqut.

-Dawid Mﬁmubbul,

CouxnseLLars: {j‘g/;pb Quinney;
Fobn Quinney.

Owis* | Fobn Wautubg'naut,

2 | Solomon Quauguachmiut.

New Stpehlridge,
Dec. 8, 1798..

R Perfons employed to call the nation to attend any public mecting.

At
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At the Baptift Affociation held in Gold-Rreet, New York,
May 21, and 2z, 1800 *

« Brother Holmes was requefted, if he could make it conve-

vient to vifit the Indian tribes again the enfuing fommer ;" and
Brother Van Horne was appointed to write to them in behalf of
the Affociation.” -~ .
_The Baptift Committee « Of Indian Affairs,” by letter.datéd
New York, Jupe 16, 1800, committed Mr, Holmes, to the pa-
tronage of < THE DirecrTors of the New 'Yorg Mys-
s10NARY SoCIETY, for the promulgation of the Gofpel
among the Indians,” {0 whofe Secretary the following ‘I'c;téi‘%é';u
Mr. Holmes is addrefled.

Letter fram the Rev. Elkanah Holmes, to the Secretary of the
New York Miflionary Society.
Utica, or Fort Schiyler, Fuly 30, 1800,
REV. AND -DEAR sIR,

Hitherto the Lord has helped me, T arrived at lycw Stock-
bridge the 23d inftant; waited firft on the Rev. John Sargeant,
was kindly received, and politely treated by him and his wor-
thy fpoufe, and very refpe@table children, during my flay in the
town. Immediately T made known to him"my bufinefs, pre-
fented my credentials, inftru@ions, and other papers, 2t which
he marifefed entire fatisfattion, and gave fe énconragement
that he would affift me all that lay in his power. o

As my firft obje was to procure an interpreter, being con-
yinced that it would bein vain to pretend to talk withcura
tongue ; -I went, accerding to Mr. Sergeant’s advice {he being
pnwell); to vifit Captain Hendrick, one-of ‘the Sac¢hems of the
Mubheconnuk nation,” communicated to him my miffion, and
requefted his counfel and affiftance. _

e agreed to go with mé the néxt morning ‘to' the Tufcarora
village, ta fee if we could procure Captain Nigholas Cufogk to
accompany me as an interpreter ; accordingly we went, Shtained
his confent to go and advife with Mr. Sargeant in the afternoon
—he did": for the refult of which, and feveral other particulass,
fee Mr. Sergeant’s Jetter to you, that accompanies this.

The fame day, -in the afternoon,. the Sachems and counfellors
of the tribe, befides a confiderable number of the Indians, both
male and female, met together at their meeting-houfe. I deli-
vered alegter to them from the New York Baptift Affociation.
M. Sergeant read it to them, and then Hendrick interpreted
it. Irequefted their affiftance and advice ; they agreed to take
it into confideration, and give me an anfwer.

* One of the- Committees of the Aflgciation at the fame time re-
ed, « That in their opinion a general conference ¢f membghs from
differcnt Baptift Affociations in the Ustited States, s defirable,” -

Tpon
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Upon the requeft of Mr. Sergeant, I attempted to preach;
one of their counfellors (John Quinney) interpreted. I alio
preached for them the next day, and twice on the Lord’s day,
On Satarddy and the Sabbath evenings, I preached to the Tuf-
cdroras, and twice I haye preached to the Brother Towt Indians.

On Lord’s day evening (they keep Saturday evening asholy
titme) the Stockbridge Indians held a council, and fesit to the
Oneidas, as they have made a covenant, that neither of them
fhall tranfa®t any dmportant matter ‘with apy tribe, without con-
fulting each other. ' R :

~ In gonféquence of which the next morning, two of the Oneida
chiefe, with an interpreter, came‘up to New Stockbridge, and
held a council with the chiefs of that town, and then fent 4 mef-
fenger to ‘me, defiring that I would attend. I went, and was
"feated before the pulpit.  After a few minutes paufe, one of the
Oneida chiefs addrefled me—it” being interpreted to me; ‘the
purport of it ‘was, that they thanked the Great Geed Spirit,
that he had brought us together once more in health; and as
they underftood'I was willing to gaand vifit their brothers in
the wildernefs, to tell them the mind and will of the Good Spi-
sit, they thanked me, and withed me a pleafant journey. and
{afe return, S .
I then arofe and replied in the beft manper I was capable’ of,
and {at down. = After what I'{aid was interpreted to them, the.
fame chief addrefled the Sachems and chiefs of New Stock-
bridge, and delivered, by their jnterpreter, fix ftrings of wain-
pum to them, when their {peech’ was interpreted: »

Hendrick, whio received the wampam, laid it down by his
fide, and, after a few minutes paufe, replied; and, while ad-
Adreffing the Oneida chiefs, took up fix other ftrings ¢f wam-
pum, holding thep up with his thumb and finger until he con-
cluded, and then laid them down with the-other firings: Whea
the interpreter had done interpreting his {peech to'tac Oneida
chiefs, Hendrick then read and delévered to me the inclofed ad-
drefs,» and then took up and read the talk, that the 8tockbridge
and Oneida chiefs had agreed to fend to the Senecas; dnd t
ftrings of wampum that each nation had prepared to fend with
the talk, he took up and tied together, and explained to me,
and informed me, that as the talk to the Senecas was but roughly
-drawn, théy wifhed to corre® it, and write it more fair and
plain; and the fpeeches made by the Oneida and Muhheconnuk -
chiefs to each other he would tranflate, and-that they had agreed
to requeft Mr. Sergeant .to write' to Mr. Chippen, Superin-
.tendant of Indian affairs’in the Seneca country ;- and that he,
i. ¢. Hendrick, imtended to write letters to ‘two principal In-
dian chiefs of the Sencca nation, with whom he is well ac-
. - : _ quainted,

. & Their Addrefs, ccnéﬂining the dire@ions for the. regulation of Mr.
Holmes's conduct among the different and diftant tribes, we intend to give
in our cext Number.———Eritozr,
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quainted, in- my behalf, and fend them fo me at Fort Stanwix,
by Captain Cufock, next Moaday, who is te meet me there oa
that day,. for he cannot get ready before:

You may, therefore, depend upon my ‘tranimitting to yem
copies of the whole, as foon ag.it is.in my power, perhaps be-
fore we fet out from Fort Stanwix, to ge to, Ofwego.

Thus far, dear fir, I have proceeded, and thus far,- through
the goodnefs-of God, I have fucceeded, I have obtained every
thing as yet that I could expe&, and more than Iexﬁq&éd when
T-attempted. The Oneida and Stockbridge Indians have exegted
themfelves to. affift me. I expe@ that what they have done to
introduce me to-the Indian tribes, will anfwer-a better purpofe,
and' be of more fervice to me, than all the white men in the
United States could -have done.

As I am now, through the mercy of the Lord, in as porfe&
a flate of health as ever’ I ,was.in my life, my profpeds fo en-
couraging, ‘I -long to be going further on my way. ’1am row
only waiting for my interpreter to get ready ; I confefs that my
greatet unhappinefs is, that I have to linger ; my foul’s defire
1s to be with the Indians. T cannot buf hope the Lord will be
with me, and blefs me when I am among them.* Every thing
at {:rcfent. is flattering, bleffed be Ged. -

muft continue Cufock with me duripg my travels among the
Indians. 1 wifh to know the mind of. the diretors upon the
fubje& as foon as poflible, .that I may communicate it to him.

Now, my dear brother and friend, I expeét that you and
others of my brethren will confinue (as you have dan¢) to-
bear me upon your mind at the throne of grace.

Finally, dearly beloved in the Lord Jefus, that you may prof-
per in Zion’s caufe, -and in every attempt-to promote it amiong
the Heathen, and elfewhere. May the grace of our Lord
Jefus Chyrift be with you all——Amen.

I am, dear Sir,
Your’s refpectfully,
ELKANAH HOLMES.

P. 8.—I fend the following letter, written to me, which was
indited by the chief, and tranfcribed by his fon, that it may be
known that there are Iridians who know fomething as well as
white people. 'The author of it'is a.truly religious. man, a
principal chief, and who is called "a. peace-maker of Brother
‘Town.

¢ Dear Brother,

¢ The Lord our God has once more, brought you up here in
our fewn ; though-we live at fuch a diffduce,. yet we are per-
mitted to fee one anather this fide.the giave. Dear 8ir, you
are welcome in this our town, and.you are welcome in my
boufe ; and Ido rejoice to fee you have fuch regard and pity for
poc,
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poer Indians. I hope you will bz the means of -doing much
good amongft us i this'part of the land:  As you-are about to
go and vifit my poor brethren, the weftern tribes of Indians, I
pEay the Lord Jefus, -our God; will Prqfseriand prote& yon on
yout jowrney thither, aad blefs your endeavours to preach the
gofpel of Chrift among them. I hope‘you will be the means of
5): convi&tion and eonverfiori of many poer inhabitants of the

wiklemefs: )

¢ I am’glad that the Lord our God has put it into the hearts
of the Americans to fend miflionaries amongft the Indians. I
am likewife very thankful that-the Affociation of New York
thinks of us yet in this town. Dear brother, I beg of you that
you would inform the Miffion Society, that I give them 3 thou-
fand thanks that they have taken up fuch honourable work, in
fending a miffionary afhong my poor benighted brethren in the
wildernefs. * As they now begin, I hope they will keep on that
good work ; I fay' good work;, yes, I believe it is honourable
and recommendable. I hope and pray that their endeavours to
- {pread the gofpel of Chrift among#t my Heathen brethren, will
bebleft : therefore, dear brother, I bid you God-fpeed, both iri
your fpisitual and temporal journey. Be courageous and va-
Iiant in the fervice of your captain of your falvation, I €cm-
mit you to the care and protection of our €Commion Father, and
¥ pray that he will give you wifdom, grace, and-aid of his Spi-
rit, wherefoever you -attempt to preach the gofpel of Chrift
amongft: them, is the prayer of your affe@ionate friend and

brother,
DAVID FOWLER.”

b : - - —

"The Maxim of « rendering good for ewil* illuftrated with fanci-
ful but elegant allufions, in four diftichs of Hafiz, (a cele-
brated Perfian, who flourifhed in the time of Tamerlane the
Great,) tranflated into Englifth by that prodigy of European
and Afiatick learning,

Sir W. JONES.
Learn from. yon orient fhell to love thy foe,
And ftore with pearls the hand that brings-thee woe ;
Free, like yon rock, from bafe vinditive pride,
Imblaze with gems the wrift-that rends thy fide#
Mark, where yon tree rewards the ftony fhow’s
With fruit neQareous, or the balmy flow’r :
All Nature calls aloud : <¢‘Shall man do lefs
"Than heal the fmiter, and the railer blefs 2 P
STA.
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ANSHER
TO
THE QUERY OF A.B. C.
QUEST'XON THE SIXTH ON THE COVER:OF NO, xxx.)’

(
" ggfw C/)r}ig, as Mediator, is the only Mediator befween
od and Men : as GOp—is be nst the objelt of difiinét
warfbip ? and if fo, who is the Mediator vhen 27

1. THERE is but one God.

2. God only is to be worthipped.

3. The ground, or formal reafon of worfhip is infinite
excellence. This cannot be found in more Beings thah
one.

4. But God exifts in a three-fold perfonality.

5. Father, Son, and Spirit, ¢laim our worfhip; there-
fore they are the one true God.

6. Father, Son, and Spirit may receive diftiné worthip.

7. Yet the terms Father, Son, and Spirit, are merely
perfonal diftin&ions.

8. But the perfonal diftin@®ions do *not compofe the
formal reafon of worfhiip. We do not worthip the Father,
becaufe he is the Father, nor the 8on bécaufe he is the
Son, nor the Spirit becaufe he is the Spirit; but we wor-
fhip the Father becaufe he is God ; the fame we fay of
the Son, and the fame of the Spirit:

9. Yet the Father is moft frequently addrefled in the
fcriptures, -through the Son, by the Spirit.

(For proof we refer to the Scriptures at large.)

10. Jefus Chrift is the only Mediator between God
and men.

11. But this is not the only chara&er he fuftains.
He is reprefented as God, and Man, and Mediator too.
He may be worfhipped in his fupreme chara&er, but not
as man nor as Mediator. His Majefty Geo. I11. as Elec-.
tor of Hanover, may be inferior in rank and refpéct td'the
Emperor of Germany ; but the fame Ele&or, as Emperor
of the Britith Ifles, may be equal to the Emperor of

12, THe® anfwer to the Query muft hinge on the di-
ftinQion of the various charalters of Chrift. The
fame*difliculty occurs, in fome fcriptures, where Chrift,
in his fupreme charaéter, performs the work of God,
and difpenfes thofe blefings which are generally defcribed

APRIL 1801.] Ee a8
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as coming from God, through the mediation of Chrift.
As for inftance, ¢ Who can forgive fin but God only?
Mark ii. 7. laiah xliii. 25.. Yet Chrift forgave the Co-
loflians. ¢ Even as Chnft forgave you, fo alfo do ye.
Col. tii. 13. Stephen prays to Chrift, ¢ Lord, lay not
this fin to their charge.” A&s vii. 60.—~Who was the
Mediator, then? Jefus Chrift, to be fure. So God gives
the Holy 8pirit, through the mediation of Chrift, doubt-
les. Yet (Chrift) thall baptize you with the Holy
Ghoft and with fire. Matt. #ii. 11. He (Chrift) hath
thed forth this which ye now fee and hear. Ads ii.33.
Chrift breathed on -the-difciples, and faid,’ Receive ye
the. Holy Ghoft, John xx. 22.—Who was the Mediator,
then? Jefus Chrift, moft certainly. ' '

Stratford, Feb. 24, 1800. W. N.

To the Editor of the Baptif# Regifier.
SIR,

The folution of Query the Sixth is not difficult. The
nature that fuccefsfully mediates between earth and hea=
vén—hetween finners and their offended Sovereign, muft
both be capable of fuffering, and aually fuffer; for
without fuffering, our Redeemer cannot avert from -us
the confequences of difobedience. "Without fhedding of
blood, there can bé no rémiffion of fins. . Accordingly our
Redeemer did fuffer, and even die in our ftead. éut it
is evident that his divine nature was incapable of fuffering
and death. His fuffering and death then, (which charac-
terize him as Mediator) muft refer merely to his human
nature: but human natare, it muft-be remembered, in
perfonal unjon with the Godhead. ~ This accordingly is
the invariable language of the fcriptures—He is ftyled—
2 znan of forrows.”—¢ He made his foul,” it is faidy
}f_’cill referring  to- his human nature) ¢ an offering for
ifr,”’~=Hear, too, the Apoftle—¢¢ There is one Mediator,
betgreen God and man—the man Chrift Jefus.”~~When,
therefore, we worfhip our Saviour, we worfhip his divine
nature—we pray the Efernal Word, and plead the fuffer-
ings and death, which, as man, he ‘hath graciouily en-
dured. And fure there is nothing more abfurdgn praying
the Saviour, for his. own merit’s fake, than praying the
Father (which all allow to .be right to do) for his-own
mercy’s fake. '

Should
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Should I be afked, how his human nature, (if his fa~
crifice refer'to it only) could be an adequate facrifice? 1
anfwer, I cannot tell.  On this head, revelation informs
me of nothing : there I learn only the faé, not the man-
ner of the faét; and I wifh not to be wife_ above what is
written. 'This, however, we do know,-that the human
nature of Chrift, unlike our ordipary nature, was pecu-
liarly ¢ prepared” by God—was holy, harmlefs, -un-
fpotted with fin. s unfpotted innocence then, tegether
with its perfonal union with the divine nature, conferred
upon it unfpeakable value, and might make the awful;
mediatory fufferings and death which it endured, a confi-
deration fufficient with- the Father, for pardoning, in per-
fe@ confiftency with the order and ends. of: his govern-
ment, every penitent foul; and delivering them from all
the penal confequences of tranfgreffion.—Glory be to
God, that peace is'thus proclaimed on earth, and good
will to the children of men.

I am, Sir,
Your’s, &c.
Edinburgh, March 1801. Prrracarnus.

——

The fubje&t here difcufled is evidently conne@ed with
the Quettion, Whether Fefus Chrift the Mediator is to be
worfbipped. As this is a very intergfting article, we fhall
introduce the opinion of Dr. Gill and Dr. Owen.

¢« ‘Being Mediator, Redeemer, and Saviour, it natu-
rally leads men to put their truft and confidence in him,
and even to worthip and adore him, whichto do would
be idalatry, were he not God; for thgugh be that is
Mediatar, is to be worfhipped by angels-and mén, yet
not as Mediator, but as God ; for it is his Deity that is
the foundation of worthip, and renders him the proper
obje&t ofit: God will not give his glory to another,
Ifa. xlii. 8. not even the glory of being a Mediator to
any other but 2 divine perfon ; for of Chrift, in his me-
diatorial capacity, are the words fpoken. [t is neceffiry
that the Mediator thould be God, that he might bz the
proper obje& of truft and worthip.—Nor is it any objec-
tionr to Chrift being Mediator, that then, as to his divine
nature, .he ‘muft be a Mediator to himfelf, or reconcile
men to himfelf ; for Chrift, in his office, may be diftin-
guithed from himfelf as a divine perfon.  For if the Fa-

Be2 ther
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ther may be faid to reconcile men to himfelf by his Son
as in 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Col. i. 20. why may not the
Son be faid to réconcile men to }Jimfélf, as God, by his
fufferings and death as man »——Dr. Gill,

Dr. Owen flall' be heard on the fame fubje&. Thus
he writes. ¢ The perfon of Chrift is the object of divire
honour and worthip. The formal ‘objeét and reafon
hereof is the divine nature, and its effential infinite excel-
Jemcses.  But his infinite condefcenfion in the affumption
of our pature did no way diveft him of his divine effen-
tial excellenctes—wherefore his being clothed with our
nature derogates nothing from the true reafon of divine
worthip-due unto him, but adds an ¢ffectual motive to it.—
*Tis his divine nature, and not his dilcharge of the office
of 'mediation, that is-the formal reafon and object of divine
worfhip. And to do this on any account but of the divine
nature is in itfelf -a contradi®ion, andin themthat do it
idolatry. Had the Son of God never been' incarnate, he
had been the obje@ of all divine worthip. And could
there have been 2 mediator between God.and man, who
was ot God alfo, he could never have been the obje& of
any divine worfhip or invocation. Wherefore, Chrift
the Mediator, God and man'in one perfon, is in all things
to be honoured as we honqur the Father ; but it isas he
is God equal with the Father, and not as Mediator ; in
which refpe@® he is inferior unto him. With refpe&
unto his divine :perfon we atk immediately of himfelf in
our fupplications ; ‘as he is Mediator, we a’k of the Father
in his name,”

e ——————
4CCOUNT

OF
THE REV. MR. PHILIP GIBBS, OF PLYMOUTH,

( Continued.)

OUR fketch of the Hiftory of Plymouth Church, in
No. XIX. terminated with the Ordination of the Rev.
Mr. Gibbs in 1749, when the Church had been in ex-
iftence more than an hundred years.

Soon after this pleafing event, Mr. Gibbs called the at-.
tention of his people ferioufly to-the ftate of the Meeting-
houfe, which was fo decrepid as to forbid any attempt to
repair it, He therefore withed it to be taken down lexd

rebuilt.
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rebuilt. To this propofition an old Deacon * ebje&ted, on
the account of the fmallnefs of their numbers, obferving,
that, though he knew the Lord was a wender-working
God, yet he could not believe that he fhould live to fee
fo great a work accomplithed. Nor did he.live to fee it,
fqr%lq departed this life foon after. However, by the pub-
lic fpirit of others, Mr. Gibbs’s motion was fupported.
A f{ubfcription among the members and hearers was open-
£d, workmen were confulted, plans drawn, and eftimates -
given, the 'lov’veﬁ of which amounted to 4501 . to
‘which was added an old debt of 30l. for repairs : 480l. at
leaft, were wanted. R
__.In the month of June, 1747, the Meeting-houfe, ip the
Pig Market, was finifhed, and on the 30th day thereof,
‘Mr. Gibbs opened it. for divine worfhip, in folemn prayer,
and preached a fermori from 1 Kings, viii. 59. | * Upwards
of 1Q0L.” of the expenfe was colle&ed on a vifit tq Brif5
tol, and other Weftern churches; and ¢ upwards of 1pol.
in London and its.environs,” . Dr. Gill, Mr. Anderfor,
Mr. B. Wallin, and others, having recommended the
caf=. o R

Mr.. Gibbs, om his return from London, commenced a
courfe of Wednefday Evening LeGures on the Gglatians,
which he profecuted to the end, - He likewife preached a
courfe of Le@ures, on Lord’s-day evenings, at the Taber-
nacle, on what is commonly termed the Lord’s Prayer. -
The nates ef the latter, which, it feems are preferved,
do much credit, we¢ underftand, to Mr. Gibbs’s judg-
ment as 3 Divine, Both “thefe courfes were attended
with a bléfling, efpecially to fome foldiers, who, being
afterwards fent to Gibraf;ar, carried with them the fa-
vour of the Redeemeér’s name, and laid the foundation of
a religious community, it is faid, in that place,

Soon after the opening of the new I\/{Leting, a Mrs.
Divine, of Plymouth, fell mto great diftrefs of foul,
which grew on her ti]l at laft the was on the barders of
defpair. She thought there was no mercy for her, and
wifthed to know the worft of her punithment. She de-
termined, therefore, that if fhe could get her family out,
fhe would put an end to her life by cuting her throat.
The dreadfu] opportunity prefented itfelf. It was on a
Saturday, Her penknife was prepared, fhe boltgd her

0l Dcaéom and old people,Aunlci:s they are gencrous, feldom like
Arw or largal Meceting- houfes, whatever need there is for them,
Ee3 doots,
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doors, ‘but theught it would be beft to perform the horrid
deed upon her knees, Ju{f as fhe was about to give the
fatal ftroke, fhe faw, that is, the thought fhe faw, Mr.
Gibbs ceme in, who faid o her, only thefe words, Mrs,
Divine, the blood g Fefus Chrift cleanfeth us from all
Jin. 'Mr. Gibbs could not-have been in her room, as all
the avenues to it were bolted. However, fo great were
the impreffions made upon her mind by this feripture,
that fhe threw away' the knife, fell proftrate on the
ground, and faid with- much humility, brokennefs of
heart, and gratitude, If the blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth
from all fins, why then it can cleanfe even from this
fhocking one too. ~ This. comprehenfive part of the Gof-
pel calmed her mind, and encouraged her to pray. ~ When
ihe rofe from the floor, ‘fhe prefently.recolleted that fhe
had bolted the door, and -confequently it had not been
poffible for any one to come in. Her defpair left her,
and fhe conceived hope of pardon, and the next morning,
Lord’s' day, fhe was determined to go ‘and hear M.
Gibbs, ';gut fhe was aftonifhed, beyond all expreflion,
after the firft prayer, to hear him give out the very words
for his text—2The blood of Fefus Chrift bis Son cleanfeth as
Jromall fin. It proved a very comforting feafon to the
good woman. When fhe related this ftory to Mr. Gibbs,
he faid, Mrs. Divine, it was only your apprehenfions;
if you faw anything it muft have been my angel, for I
~was in my ftudy all'gxe day.~ Mr. Gibbs, however, could
‘not but wifh her to reft her hope of pardon on the word
of ‘God itfelf, and not on the particular manner in which
it came to her mind, Andin relating the flory to the
writer of this article, he intimated; that ng doubt dif-
ferent perfons would put various conftruétions on it; but
that whatever opinion might be formed of the incident
itfelf, he had the pleafure of faying that Mrs. Divine
was a godly woman, and ever manifefted great piety, in
a life of holy walking with Ged. . - ‘ ‘

- In the, year 1756, at the Affociation then held ‘at
Exeter, a }i)eacon ‘preferred a complaint againft Mr,
Gibbs, for clofing his-public prayers .with that well
known addrefs, ¢ Our Father,” &c. but the Affociation
wifely determined to leave every minifter to his own will,
believing that the faid Deacon had not yet obtained a
good degree, whatever his boldnefs in the faith was; but
-that, according to the language of the times, he gave
% ogular proof” of an ancient fa@ which_ the late Dr.

' S. Stennett
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S. Stenneétt threw into, this common remark—¢ that
‘God Almighty always has had fome filly people.”

The fame year a number of hearers made application. to
M. Gibbs € to be admitted to the Lord’s table in the
Church, without being baptized ; or ta be adminiftered
1o, as a feparate branch, underthe charaler’of Indepen-
dents.” Mr. Gibbs called a meeting of the Church on
the fubje ; and it was at firft warmly oppofed, and an
open breach was likely to follow ; yet fome time after, the
plan being reconfidered, it was ‘¢ unanimoufly agreed,”
that they fhould form themfelves' into an independent
branch of the Church.

This good man’s lzbours were not tonfined to his own
flock, but he' made fréquent excurfions into the nearer
partsof Cornwall. A remarkable incident attending one ‘of
thefe tours muft not be omitted. * He was invited to preach
at a place” called Heflinford, a few miles from Lifkeard.
Bux the private houfe being too fmall to contain the peo-
ple, he addsefled them in their yard, upon a ftone horfe-
block. Acthe'time there came by a perfon with a team
of horfes, and a boy with him ; thehorfes were fome how
fecured, and he was determined to hear what the multi-
tude ‘were about ;” but he had no intention, as he afterwards
faid, to tarry. till the fervice was ended. 'The finging
firft ‘enticed him ; he felt -fomething very peculiar’in
pf?_{er; but when the words of the text were given out,
“ How fhall we efcape, if we neglect fo great Talvation,”
he faid he could by po means quit his place. He was a
perfon of {ome property, waiting to get a farm for him-
felf, lived with -one Mrs. L. had kept his churgh, and
thought himfelf a good chriftian ; but felt now that he
was a poor-miferable finner, who had been all his days ne-
gledting the great faivation'; but hearing of this rich and
free, fuitable and glorious falvation, he was deeply af-
feted, and cafting himfelf, as a poor finner, on Jefus
Chrift, he returned home, hating fin, and loving God
he was. fure, more than he ever had at any time befotc.
'When he came home his miftrefs faid to him, where
have you been, Mr. B——, to keep out the horfes fo
late 2 "A¢ length he freely told her by what means he had
been detained ; when, in ‘the moft .outrageous manner,
blafpheming, the faid, had I been there I would have cut
his throat, and thrown him into the river. Soon after
after; the was awfully agitated in her mind, and the next

Ee 4 ' day
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day gppeared more fo, if poffible, and in the night left
Lifkeard, went to Heflinford to the ftone where Mr.
Gibbs preached, and on that ve%fﬁo,ne cut her throat ;-but
not doing it quite effeCtually, the threw herfelf into the
river that runs by, where the ended her life. Mr, B, inre-
lating this ftory to Mr. Gibbs, faid, he went in fearch of
her himfelf, and affiftéd in taking her-out of the river. -

Mr. Gibbs firft married Mifs Hellings, who was of 2
reputable family, a member of the Independent Church,
in Plymouth, under the care of Mr, Harding. ¢ She
was a perfon of fine' fenfe,” compared by her hufband to
« a living library.™ After her death he remained 3 wi-
dower about three years, till he married Mifs :Allen, of
Fruro, the prefent bereaved Mrs, Gibbs. ‘This kind
and providential conne&ion opened a way for his labours
in the lower parts of Cornwall, Grampound, Penryn,
Falmouth, Penzance, and Chacewater, where his labours
-wereattended with much fuccefs. At Penryn the Mayor
%ranted' him the Town Hall to .preach in, though the
Clergy were againft it. Mr, Gibbs, Mr. Lewis of Ex-
cter, and the late invaluable Mr. Jonathan Hornblower,
fen, of Chacewater, may be confidered, under Ged, as
‘the parent of the Baptift denomination at Chacewater,

In 1767, a congregation meeting in Trura, confifting.
of Independents and of Baptifts, invited Mr. Gibbs to
fettle among them. . He laid the cafe before the Affociation
at Exeter that year, who gave it as their opinion that he
{kould pot remove. He remained with his charge, and
in the courfe of a year baptized about 25 perfons, and

- the church incréafed confiderably. - At.this time he appre-
hended that his health began fenfibly to decline ; and bav.
ing laboured under ‘a complaint which the knif¢ could
not reach, he felt peculiarly concerned to fee the people
cemfortably fettled before his deceafe, and therefore pro-
pofed their obtaining an affiftant for'him in his minifterial
work.—Affuring them he would .receive. nothing from
them himfelf, but that he would fubfcribe towards the
fupport of a fellow labourer. We are not in pofieffion of
papeis, at prefent, to give the names of his feveral
afhiftants, in order, with the time of their ftay at Ply.
mouth ; but thefe articles, with-an account of the origin
and progrefs of the Church at the” Dock, together with
the reafons which induced the Church at Plymouth ta
remove ta their prefent commodious place of worthip, be-
fieds other interefting particulars, thall be given whenever
‘ - ' communicated ;
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communicated : but we dare not fuffer ourfelves to ter-

minate this Sketch of a very eminent Church, oné of the

moft ancient in the denomination, without placing befare

our readers the general chard@er and horjourable exit of

the venerable man,- who labouged fo fuccefsfully in- this.
art of the Lord’s vineyard. '

Befides the account we have given of his early conver-
fion, his baptifm and’ ordination, we are happy to fubjoin
the following teftimony from an able pen :—<¢ Mr. Gibbs
continued exercifing his mimftry at’ Plymouth for morg
than half a century, and a great part of that time
withqut any pecuniary recompence for his labours, not-
withftanding feveral invitations which he received to
fituatians of- confiderable worldly -advantage, His life
and charaéter, religious, cjvil; focial, and domeftic, af-
forded a rare example of unaffeted, fervent, and enlight-
ened piety, of undevjating integrity, of pure and expan-
five philanthropy, of genuine humility, of every moral
and Chriftian virtue, . He attained a confiderable know=
ledge of the Hebrew, Greek; Latin, and French lan-
guages, and 'a large acquaintance with fubjels of ge«
neral {cience ; but every phing was made fubfervient to
his fudies and epgagements as'a Minifter of the Gafpel.
In his difcourfes from the pulpit, his manner was fetious,
his obfervations judicious, K;xis arrangement clear and
fimple, his arguments clofe, his language- plain, corre&;
and concife, his mode of addrefs earneft and affe&jonate,
The congregation; when. he came to it, was one of the
moft inconfiderable ; but, at his death, oneof the moft re-
fpectable of the diffenting congregations in the Weft of
England.

: lgis' illnefs was but of four days continuance. ¢ On
Friday the 5th of December 1800, his remains heing re-
moved to the meeting, and placed on a_table before the
pulpit, an excellent dration, full of judicious obfervations,
and very fuitable to the accafion, was delivered by the
Rev. Ifa. Birt, of Plymouth Dock, formerly hiscolleague.
The fervice was begun and concluded with fuitable
prayers, by the Rev. Herbest Mends and the Rev. Hum:
pbry Penn ; the body was then carried to the burying
ground, which he had fome 'years before purchafed, and
given to. the congregation, and depofited in the family
vault. The pall was fupported by eight Minifters, viz.

Rev. Dr. Hawker, Charles’s Parifh, ‘Plymouth; Rev.
Mr, Hichins, St. John’s Chape}, Dock ; of the Effa-

blifhed
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blijped Church —Rev. H. Mends, Plymouth; Rev. John
Jones, Dock; Rev. C.-Sloper, Plymouth; Rev. W, M‘:%,
late of Wotton-under-edge, Independents, &ec.~Rev. W.
Steadman, Dock ; Rev. H. Penn, Kingfbridge ; Bap-
tifts. The Rev, Mr. Birt preceded the Corpfe, and Rev.
Mr. Winterbotham' went immediately after it.

¢« The pulpit, thedefk, and front of the galleries, were
hung and covered with black cloth. The funeral was at-
tended by an immenfe concourfe of perfons of all denomi-
nations,- who agreed in lamenting the death of this truly
érnt and good man ;” and. it is the intention of the

hurch to ereft a fuitable monument to his memory.—
* On Sunday, the 14th of December, a funeral Sermon-
was preacher{ by his late colleague, now his fuccefor,
the Rev. William Winterbotham, which commanded the
attention and obtained the approbation of every candid
and: judicious_ hearer. The eongregation confifted of
perfons of all denominations, of Plymouth and the adja-
cent towns, amounting nearly to two thoufand ; and it
was computed that as many more came to the doors, and
went away for want of room.”

The fubje& Mr. Winterbotham chofe on this folemn
occafion was 1 Corinthians, xv. part, 1oth verfe, ¢ By
the grace of God I am what I am” He confidered the
principle of thefe words applicable to our departed friend,
" 1. As’it thone in his muniftry.

2. As it influenced his life,

3. As it was the fource of his confolations,

4. As it connected him with a future ftate.

Mr. Fones improved the providence, from Pfalm xe.
12. Dec. 12, Evening, at Dock. .

Mr. Mends, from Rev. i. §. Plymouth, Dec. 14, After«
noon,

_Mr. Stegdman, $rom’the fame, at Duck, fame day,
Evening. ' '

Mr. Shper, from 3 Cor.iv. 7, at Plymouth, Dec. 21,
Evenin%;

Mr. Birt, from Matt. xxv.21, Dock, Jan. 4, Evening.

¢ The general and public. refpeét fliewn to his memory
was a fufficient proof that the public at large entertained
a high fenfe of his worth, and that his death was general]y
confidered as a public lofs.”

- A hope has been expreffed that his friends will be able
to prefent to the world fome of the fruits of his labours,
Thefe, no doubt, will be very interefting.

' OBITUARY
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———

DEAR SIR,

I HAVE raken the liberty of sending you an account of my
dear departed friend and brother, Mr. ROBERT COLLIER, many
years an honovurable deacon of the Baptist Church of Christ at
Reading. If you think it worth a place in your valuable Re-

ister, by inserting it you will much oblige your friend; wheo

umbly hopes under God it may be profitable to your readers, -
" Mr.-CoLLier was born in Reading, Berks, of decent pareats,
inthe year 1737.  While young, he was. particularly fober and
moral. He cons:antly attendgd his' parish church (in favour of
which he was, at that time, very prejudiced). . He likewise used
to read his Bible much; though he could indulge himself in
horse-racing, card-playing, and other pastimes, which he tiea
called innocent amusements. : e

In this state,-he considered himself better than many around
him ; and faid—If he did not go to heaven, who was so good, he
did not know who would. But, a powerful temptation affaulted
him, by which he was overcome and drawn'into sin ; and being,
at that time, pretty well acquainted with his Bible, the two fol-
lowing passages “of Scripture fozcibly struck his mind with con-
viétion of his guilty and-lost condition :—For whosoever shall kee
the whole law and yet offend in one point, it guilty of ail.” James i1
30. “Cursed.is cuery one that continnesh not in oll things which are
written tn the book of the law to do to them: Gal. ih. ro. Refle&t-
ing upon these words, he was brought into great distress of mind;
could get no rest, night nor day; and concluded he should cer-
tainly go to ‘hell: and, knowing. nothing of the way of salvation
by Jesus Christ, he had no means of relief. ] o

This was at a period, when religion, €ven in the profession of
it,’ was at a very low ebb in the town of Reading,. Howerver,
after some time, he met, with two friends, who urderstood his
case, and were of use’tg him in pointing out the way of a sinnes’s

. salvation by the Cross of Christ ; but-not so as to set his soul at
liberty : which precious blgss ng he obtained by an application of
the words in the 23dand two following verses of the 3d chapter of
Romans.—¢¢ Being justified freely bz his_grace, through the re-
demption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forthto bea
propitiation through fuith in his blood, to declare his righteous-
ness for the remission of sins thatare past; through the forbear-.
ance of God:—to declare, I say, his righteousness, that he
might be just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”

From these words, opened Yo his mind, he saw clearly how
such a sinneras himself could be saved without the works of the
Law; and that God the Father,-through the blood and righte-
ousness of his Son, would be justin saving of 4im. Consequent-
ly, he was enabled to rest his soul upon Christ for present and
everlasting salvation ; apd enjoyed the comfare, of it.

As the Gospel was not then preached in either of the parish
churches in the town, he conld no longer attend there. The
cause-being, also, very low and dull with both the Baptists and
Yadependents; he” asseciatéd: with a few prople who called tlulem-

seives
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selves Methodists, and were of the 3andimanian cast. Aftera
time,-he bgcame a speaker.among them; and cantinued so for
the space of five years ; though hc never intirely drankinto their
sentiments. 3

Mr. Corrier. had a brother, at this time, who cantinued it}
for twa years, ‘and thén disd happy in the Lord. The last words
hesaid were—¢* Rebert, it is all of the Holy Ghost. Robert," it
s all of the Holy Ghost.” "These words made a particular im-
pression upon his mind ; brought him eff from the Sandimanian
stheme; and; under -God, were the happy means of settling his
mind in the truth of the special influences of the Spirit of Ged;
go thathe never went with that people any mere.

-About this time, Mr. Thomas Davis, late pastor-of-the Bap-
tist Church in'this place, came totae town. Mr. Collier attend-
£¢& his ministry twelve months ; and was baptized and; taken inta
full communion with the Church, February 19, 1769: In 1771,
she was chosen to the  office of deacon ; which he was enabled to
£ill, with gredit to himself, with profit to the Church, and ho-
pous to - religion, twenty.eight years. Mr. Collier, in an emi-
neat. degree, while living, pradtised—and when dying enjoyed—
the religion of Jesus. He was a man of principle;” steady to the
truths "he. beligved ; a warm, hearty friend to the people of
€3od; and the cause he espoused ; constant in his attendance
wpon the means of grace — whoever left their seats empty,
Mr, Collier’s'was filled, if Providence permitted. The Church
of God_ lay near ‘his héart. : He. felt much concerned for
the rising generation - for the children -of God’s “children—
he was hardly ever known to pray without praying earnestly
for them, - and often” with tears. He was distinguished .for his
encouragement of the lambs in Christ’s flock ; for his honesty,
plainness, and courage; and for his morality of I'fe.

Towards the last, he had a great sight and sense of sin. He
said, ‘that God had shewn him more by his present zffli¢tion than
he had Jearnt by all the sermons he had heard in his life. Heex-
claimed=-¢¢ I am a sinner—a sinner saved by grace—the vilest sin-
nerout of hell. I'feel, even ipon my dyiag bed, a propensity to
sin, 1am, a real Shulamite, in whom-there is a company of two
armies. -Health is the time to.serve the Lord. 1 find, new,
enough to do to grapple with my pain. - Oh, what shouid T now
do without my Christ.” He manifested great humility and resig»
nation—He said: to me, ¢ Whén you speak at my funeral, exalt
Jesu¢ Christ; but you can’t lay me too low., Oh, what a
peor creature I.am ; how many things I have left undone that
I knew was ‘my duty to have done; and, on the-contrary, how
many things I have done I ought not. I think, if God sheuld
spare me I should be more active; but L am willing to die or
hve.” He had strong faith and confidence in Christ and his pro-’
mises ; and - though Sometimes.he was low and exercised with Sa.
tan’s temptations, yet he enjoyed firm -footing; saying ¢ I am
safe; L.shall rgver perish :+— ’

¢ How can I'sink with such a prop
As my eternal Geod ;

Who hears the earth’s huge pillars up,
And spreads the heavens abroad.”

He rested upon, and like good Jacob pleaded, that precious
promise With his God, ¢ Thou saidst—I will surely do thee good.””

He
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He repeated again and again—< The Lord is good; a strong holdin
the day ef trouble; and ke kmoweth them that trust in him,”” Na-~
hunti. 7. And—~“ He withdraweth not kis cyes from the. righteous,”
Job vii. 386,

He was ¢nabled to speak of Christ and the concerns of the soulf
toallaround him.’ He said to me, ¢¢ Givé me your hand ; 1 love
you; read your Bible much ; pray much ; seek the gliry of Ged
and the good"of the chiurch, and you will prosper. For who is he
that can harm you if you follow that which is good.” He added
¢ 1 am:concerned for the young people; encourage them; bi
them g2 forward. I wantthem to leara- a lesson of six words;
itis a lesson of two parts: the fitst; T&oug God, seest me—the
other, Fear God: then they will- go on well.” He spoke 3 good
deal to some of his carhal relations ; afterwayds he satd to mey
« When I am taiking to my wife or my daughter, or any of my
Christian friends, it 1s-like the mother reaching cut her ‘breast.to
har child; the child sucks and sucks, and as it recelves npurish~
ment it gives the mother pleasure: but my speaking to worldly
peopleis like my kicking against'a wall ; it makes no.impression
in the wall, but hurts my foot—O how I am grieved for them.”

Mrs. C. being distresséd at his ‘talking so ‘much, he said,
¢ My dé€ar, if I were to hold niy tongue, the stones’ in the street
would cry out. My tongue will saon be closed- in silerice. But

¢ My days of praise shall ne’er be past
While life, and thought, and being last,
Or immortality endures,”

Experiencing great joy and happiness, to a friend he_ said,
¢ Many have desired to die the death . of the righteous, and that
their last end might be like his: bléssed be God, I possess it X
feel and enfoy it. Hereis as emaciated a body as,” perhaps, you
ever saw ; and a soul as happy as possible on this side heaven.
I did not think it possible for a creature to experience so miith
while onearth as I now do. O-that 136th Psalm; where it is repeated
26 times—His mercy endureth. for eder. The mercy of the Lord
endureth for ever. I used. to- think it tautology ; but it now
strikes me with peculiar beauty. ‘Oh, how many rimes has the
mercy of the’Lord been shewn tome ;- and yet it.is Mercy that-en-
dureth for ever.

Once he broke out in raptures, and said, ¢ Crown him, crown
him; eternity, eternity, for evér. Oh, that word for ever, which
fills devils and wicked men with fear and terror, creates a hea-
ven in my soul.”” He told one of his friends, that the 5S4th
Hymn of your Seleftion contained his dying experieace 1—

¢ On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wistful eye

‘To Canaan’s fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.

O the transporting rapt’rous scene
That rises to my sight:

Sweet fields array’d in living green,
And rivers of. delight.”

Particularly the last verse——

¢ Eill’d with delight, my raptur’d soul
€Can here holonger stay ;

Tho" Jordan’s waves arouad me roll,
Fearless 1d Jaunch away.”
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He was stacerely -attached to the Church of Christ 4t large, but
garticnlariy to that part of it with which -he was united.. He
lessed God that he had been “privileged with an opportunity of
joining in close communion with his people ; and that he had never
been left so to' att as to be deprived of that privilege, nor to dis-
grace it. Hesaid to me, some few days before he_died, « Mr.
H. I'would thank you to preach a funeral sermon for me, from
Ruth'i. 16, ¥7--- Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave ticee, or to Te-
turn from following after thee ; for whither thou goest I will go, and
where thou lodgest  will lodge ; thy people shall be my people, and thy
God_my God 7 where thou diest will I die, and there willl be buried ;
ke Lord do so to me and more alvo, if aught but'death part thee and
me.” He observed, there were many denominations of Christiansy
but it was his desire to live, die, and be buried, with that called
EBaptist : for, said he I trust I have been called, 2ad justified, and
sanflified, and shall be saved and glorified, by a BapTisT; tell
the people so, and don’t be afraid.” The last words he ever spoke
were to his dear wife-.-¢¢ The Lord will provide.”

Fhus, on sabbath morning, O&ober 6," 1794, in the 61st year
of lus age, heexchanged worlds. The Lord’s day after his death,
) § preaﬁltd. his furreral  sermon te about a thoufand people.——
As a Church, we are made to know his worth by feeling his loss.

Your’s'in the Gospel of Christ,
Joun HorrowaAy.

On the joth of January, 1801, was translated from the militant
to the triumphant Church, -Mr. John WesB, farmer, of Elles-
borough, near Wendover, Bucks, aged 32; an honeurable and
truly useful member, for eight years, of the Baptized Church at
Princes Risborough, now under the ‘pastoral care of the Rev.
Henry Dawson. He was naturally possessed of an even temper ;
which, under the influence of grace, shone in his conduét and
conversation, to the honour of his Divine Master, and to the credit
of hisfriends. With his disposition, and being firmly grounded in
the doftrines accoiding to godliness, he could bear with, and con-
tend against, the arguments of differing brethren, placid, se-

- xene, and always conciliating, Habituated to thinking, and en-
dowed with genius,. his company never failed to instruét, enter-
tain, and delight.” ¢ Christ and his crofs was all his theme.”
‘This eminently appeared at ‘the meetings which the Chiristian
people in the neighbourhood held from house to house. An opi-
nion may be fonted of his poetical talents, by the pieces which
have appeared in the Weekly Register, signed Shibma; andin
-other magazines, under-the signatures. of funius, Hepeful, &c.
&c.' His last illness was short;. but he apprehended, on the prea
ceding . Tuesday evening, it was fordeath, He emphatically re.
peated to a dear friend and relative, ¢ And came to deliver them
who, through fear of death, were all their life-time subjeq to
‘bondage.” Hoped he should not be impatient. On the Thursday,
he said ‘to the writer gf this, He was happy---that religion was
the only source of support in sickness. He told the nurse, in the
night, she would not long have to give him whey ; but he was
ready ; prayed the Lord to come quickly, and give him an easy
ssage ; which was granted. Of what he was .as an affe&tionate
usband, tender father. indulgent master, sincere friend, and
kind neighbour, the universal regret expressed by weeping sur-
‘vivors is the brightest testimonial his fest friends can wish; who
all join in the additional rleasure of charaéterizing the departed
saint as one mighty in the scriptures! ' '
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GOOD NEWS TO THE WILDERNESS,

AND
THE TRIUMPHS OF GRACE IN THE DESART:
Suitable to the North-American Indiam.

& See from page 369 to 376 of this Regifter.

PART THRE FIRST.

JFROM realms where.the day her firft dawning extends,
The Sun of the Gofpel in glory afcends:
Ye forefts attend, while your children combine
In accents unafual, in tranfports divine.
Involv'd in uncertainty, darknefs and death,
The clouds of deftruétion hung over our path,
Till yon rifing {plendor enlighten’d-oar ‘way
And pointed our fteps to the regions of day.
. A council on high has been had to inquire
For help for mankind, and peace kindled the fire,
Provifion was made for.the nations diftrefs’d,
.And with the rich treafure, all lands fhall be bleft.
The chain of falvation, let down from above
Cemented by juftice and brighten’d by love,
‘The good hope which flows through the channel of grace
Joins heaven and earth in its mighty embrace.
On high fee our Jefus, the penitent’s friend,
With banners of mercy compaflionate bend,
Entreating the wretched, rebelllous and vile
From ruin to flee and repofe in his fmile.
.'The Prince of Salvation is coming !—prepare,
A way in the defert his bleffings to fhare ;
He comes to relieve us from fins and from woes
And bid the dazk wildernefs bloom like the rofe.
His reignthall extend from the eaft to the wef,
‘Compofe 21l the tumults of hature to reft ;
The day-fpring of glory illumine the fkies
And ages on ages of happinefs rife.
The brute-hearted temper of man fhall grow tame;
The wolf and the lion lie down with the lamb ;
The bear with the kine fhall-contentedly feed,
While children their young ones in harmony lead.
Then the ferpent fhall dart his venom in vain ;
The rattlefake harmlefs fhall batk on the plain ;
The infant fhall play.on.the hole of the afg,
And, fmiling, the foldsof the cockatrice grafp.
No more-{hall the found of the war-whoop be heard ;
The ambuth and flaughter no longer be feard ;
The tomahawk buried. fhall ruft in the ground,
While peace and good will to the nations abound.
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All Spirit of war to the Gofpel fhall riew;
Like i’ bow le unftruiig at the foot of the plough ;
‘To prune the young orchard the fpear thall be bent
And love greet tite wotld with a {mile of eontent.

Slight tinétures of fkia fhall no longer engage
*The fetvor of jealoufy, murder dand rags;
*The awbite and the red fhall in friendfhip be joir’d,
"Wide fpreadinig benevolence over mankind,

_Hail fcenie of felicity, tranfports.and joy,

"When fin and vexation {hall fcareely annoy!
Rich bleflings of grace from above fhall be giv’n;
And life only ferve as'a paffage to Heaven.

, Roll forward, dear Saviour, roll forward the day,
"When all fhall fubmit, and réjoice in thy fway !
‘When awbite men and Indians, united in praife,
©One vaft Hallélujah trivmphant fhall rae.

o PART THE SECOND.
- O-HARK ! what pleafing founds falute our ears,
“They joy infpire, and banith all our fears
YLe! ’tis the Gofpel Herald of Free-grace
Propofing mercy to the Indian race,”
. Plung’d in the gulph of error, long we lay
‘Without one friend, to guide our cheerlefs way;
No ray of proinife.lighten’d -on our road
*T'o point our’ footiteps to the thrane of Gop.
Loft in-the maze of fugerflition’s night,.
*Thick films of darknefs hung upon our fight,
And Natures laws—they wanted force to bind,
Nor comfort brought to an aflited mind.
- But He, whofe voige'the univerié obeys,
‘Whofe powerful providence all nature fways,
‘Whofe love, ‘parental, ‘noneé cancircumfcribe;
Has fent Salvation to our little tribe.
PART THE THIRD. .
THEN ftraighten the path, let the chain be made bright
Since concord and peace all onr withes unite ;
Cemerited in love, theé dvbife man and red,
Shall patiently follow CurisT Jesus their head.
The Lotd give the ward, and numbers increafe:
"To publifh the tidings of mercy and peacs';
Repentance and pardon thro® Jefus proim,
And glory to 41l who believe on his pame.
From the Eaft, to the Weft, let his prailes be fungs
t:d his Jove be'rehearfed by every tongue ;
Let the young and the agsd his goodnefs relate,
Whofe pity regarded our helplefs eftate.
O may we receive the favour divine,
Qurielves and ouf al} to Jefus refign ;
On him our vaft hope of Salvation depends,
*Then Iét us obey the heralds He fends.
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THE LIFE AND CHARACTER
or
THE REV. MR, RICHARD SMITH,

FXRST PASTOR OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT WAINS§=-
GATE,IN WADSWORTH, NEAR HALIFAX, YORKSHIRE.
COSNECTED WITH
A SKETCH OF THE HISTORY
oF
THE CHURCH AT HEBDEN-BRIDGE,

IN THE SAME KREIGHBOQURHOOD.

THIS worthy man was called out of. darknefs into

the marvellous light of the gofpel at an early pe-
riod of life 3 he was a remarkable inftance of the free and
difcriminating grace of God ; but the particular circum-
ftances of his converfion cannot now bBe collecded. He
enjoyed the friendfhip, 4ndy for fome time, attended-the
miniftry of that laborious and fuccefsful fervant of Jefus
Chrift, the Rev. Mr: Grimfbaw of Haworth,

Mr, Smith gave the fulleft evidence of fincere picty,
of fervency of fpirity and of a fteady attachment to the
interefts of religion 3 yet he laboured for a confiderable
time under fore temptations, great darknefs of mind; and
difquieting fears refpecting his ownintereft in the bleffings
of falvation. He abounded in prayer; he read the fcrip-
tures with great diligence, and wss conftant in his ats
tendance on the public means of grace:  And at length it
pleafed God to calm his difquieted confcience; and to fill
him with joy and peace in believing.

Pofleffing alfo ftrong natutal powers, and being un-
wearied in his affiduity to acquire divire knowledge, it
was the general opinion of his religious friends, that he
was defigned for public ufefulnefs in the church of God.
He was accordingly folicited from time to time, and at
length prevailed upon, to give a word of exhortaticn, or
to expound fome portion of fcripture. This he did firft
in a more private way, and then in larger affemblies.
His efforts, under a divine blefling, were rendered ac-
ceptable and ufeful to many.

After fome time; he was invited to preach in /Fadf-
worth, a wild and inhofpitable place, where but very little
of the knowledge or the fear of God was found, cxceptina

May, 18or.] Ff few
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few individuals. There being no’ place of worfhip in
the townthip, Mr. Smith preached in the private houfes
or barns of thofe'who were willing to receive him. The
affemblies were numerous, the prefence of God. was in
the midft of them, the word ran and was glorified ; fo that
many believed, and turned to the'Lord. = As a proof that
the power of divine grace had reached the hearts of thefe
perfons, who were, in general, of the poorér fort, they
entered into voluntary. fubfcriptions, and, without folicit-
ing afliftance from any-diftant churches, ereted a decent
meeting-houfe at Wainfgate, a little farm diftinguithed by
that name, in Wadfworth.

-Mr. Smith zealoufly aflerted and maintained the doctrines
commonly called Calviniftical ; -in doing which, he neither
feared the frowns nor courted thé favour of men. His
labours were greatly owned, in opening the blind eyes of
many, agd in turning them from darknefs to light, and
from the power of Satan to God. ' Under his miniftry, a
church was gathered and  conftituted at the above-named
place, in the year 1750, which may juftly be confidered
as a kind "of mother to many religious focieties of the
fame - faith and ‘order, in the neighbouring towns and

villages.

God has been pleafed to honour the church at #ain/-
gate, by beftowing on fomc of her members, excellent
excellent gifts for the miniftry. -Two men, who have
been burning and fhining lights, were raifed up under
Mr. Smith’s miniftratiens ; the late Mr. Fames Hartley,
of Haworth, whofe praife is in all the churches, for depth
of penetration, folidity of judgment, and fteadinefs of
condult ; and Mr. #illiam Crabtree, of Bradford,York,
who is ftill labouring in the Lord’s vineyard with great
acceptance and fuccefs, though more than eighty years
of age.

Mr. Smith continued a faithful paftor to the church at
Wainfgate, till the divine Redeemer, having led him
through much tribulation, called him to his eternal reft.
His laft ficknefs was long and tedious, and his pain, for
the moft part, very excruciating. But his humility and
patience were remarkable, his faith fteady, and his con-
folation ftrong; his hope ‘was full of immortality, and

and his defire very intenfe, to depart and be with Chrift.
He
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He died in 1763, and was immediately fucceeded by the
writer of this memoir, :

Mr. Smith had a deep acquaintance with the depravity
of human nature; the dreadful plague of the heart, and
‘the deceitfull workings of innate corruption, as well as
with Satan’s devices. "And in his miniftry he had a man~
ner peculiar to himfelf, of coming home to the confcience,
and touching all the fprings and movements of the foul;
of laying open the evil treafure within, and dete&ing and
purfuing the deceitful windings of ‘iniquity in the hearts
and lives of men; fo that it was next to impoffible for
any to hear him, and npt, at the fame time, to feel what
he faid. His appearance was manly and majeftic, his
addrefs full of awful gravity, -and his words as weiglity as.
words could be. ~ A ftranger once faid of -him, ¢ Fhis
man’s words fall on us like mill-ftones.”

As his miniftry was well adapted to awaken the carelefs
finner, and to alarm the fecure profeflor, fo was it like~
wife fingularly calculated to comfort the feeble-minded.
To dwell upon the breadth and length, the depth and
height of divine love, as the fource and fpring of our fe-
licity 3 on the complete atonement of Jefus Chrift, as the
-only refuge of the guilty; and to open the exceeding
great and precious promifes, for the encouragement of the
defponding foul, were his peculiar delight.  Yet was his
zeal not wanting for the honour of Chrift, as king of
Zion.. Unprejudiced and judicious- hearers and neigh-
bours muft have acknowledged, that no man could dif-
cover a greater abhorrence of antinomianifm than he did,
‘both in his preaching and his converfation. “They knew
with what fervour he infifted upon, opened, and explained
the divine /gw, as the only infallible rule of conduét;
and with what ftriking arguments, drawn from the death
of Chrift, the love and grace of God, the credit, of the
gofpel, the hope of .fairts laid up in heaven, 3nd the ho-
nour of the Alinighty Saviour, he laboured to excite them
to holinefs, to a confcientious difcharge of every-duty in-
cumbent upon them, both.perfonal and relative, public
and private ; and he pra&tifed. what he taught. A man of
a more tender confcience, of more exact faithfulnefs, or
of ftricter piety, I do not expe&t to meet with' in this
ftate of imperfection. This I beg leave to fay, to the
honour of divine grace, which fhonefo confpicuoufty in
him; and in paying this humble tribute to the memory: of

Ff2 the
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the deceafed, I am in no fear of being cemfured for par«
tiality by any of his furviving friends.

After Mr. Smith’s deceafes the congregation of Wainf-
gate increafed fo confiderably, that mere roem was want-
€d. * This, though = pleafing. -circumftance in itfelf, oc+
cafioned fome perplexity. -A.gallery was ere@ed ; but
the meeting-houle was ftill fo crowded-in the -fummer
feafon, as to make it uncomfortable. . “The fituation alfe
Wwas inconvenient for the greater part of the cangregation.
Propofals were repeatedly made for erefling a new place
of worfhip in a more commodious fituation; - Bug fame ¢f
the ancient members wete firongly attached to the old
Place ; it was convenient for them, and they were averfe
to any change of place. The peace and harmony- of the
dociety were endangered by thefe circumftances.  The
paftor endeavoured to conciliate the minds of the people
on both fides the queftion ; but his fuccefs was not an-
fwerable to his withes. The expediency of a removal at
Jength appeared in fo ftrong alight to a wery great ma-
jority, that; with the concurrence of neighbewring mi-
nifters, a peaceful and friendly feparation was concluded
upon, The few who were averle to a change of fituation
were Jeft in full poffeflion of the meeting-houfe, and all
that appertained to it. A decent and convenient place
of worthip was ere&ted at Hebden-Bridge, in the year 1777,
the expence of which amounted to about fix hundred
pounds, The diftance from Wainfgate is nearly a. mile
and a halfk - :

A divine blefing has evidently attended this
removal. The two churches are en friendly terms, and
ready to affift one another. The new place will accom-
modate more hearers by at leaft one half, than the old
one was capable of containing ; and it has -hitherto been
well attended. The Lord has been pleafed, in fome mea-
furé, to own the word of his-grace; and. though the fo-
ciety at Hebden-Bridge has not been without trials, yet,
having obtained help of God, they continue unto this day
in their endeavours to hold faft the truth, to obferve the
ardinances of Chrift, to walk in love, and to adorn the
dottrine of God their Saviour.

Jonx FawceTrT.
Ewoed Hall, Fan, 19,1801.

LETTERS
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LETTERS FROM INDIA.

yrnis

M:. FQUNTAIN TQ MR. CLARKE, LEATHER-LANE,
LONDON.
aiopriped
Serampore, Mav 25 1800,
MY VERY DEAR PRIEND,
O forget {ou, my dear friend, would ar%{te, adegree of

A foicifm I never poflefled. My refpelt for youcoms.
menced: the firft hour I knew you, and was afterwards
ftrengthened by ‘twe years of the moft intimate acquaint:
ance. I temember you to this day with the tendereft
affe@iaon, and often mention you in my prayers to-God.
May the Lord blefs you, and make you a blefing!" Pray
et Mrs. Clagke know that I remember her; Iam fare'®
love her, as if the was my own fifter, Mr. Jagques's twq
letters conveyed to me much pledfing intelligence.
rejoiced that both he and yourfelf had become vifiting
members of the Gaob SaMaRITAN SocreTy.” Be; my
dear friend, faithful ip the work,y and -you fhall affurédly
find-it a fweet, a rich reward. . He that watereth-thall be
watered again, Keep clofe to Gop, and your labour ‘of
love fhall affuredly be crqwned with fuccefs. I have re-
ceived a letter from Ms. Taylor, which I will anfwer
thortly. I am likewife indebted to Meflrs, Stephenfon,
Woatkips, Edwards, &c. Tell them to have patience
with m#, and I will pay them all.

1 fuppefe you read the Periodical decaunts of our Socicty,
and therefare knaw how we are going on. overnment
prevented the newly aerived Brethren from coming up the
country to join brother Carey and me; in confequence
of which we have come down to Serampore to join them.
Here we have the prate@ion of Danith fubje@®s! The
Governor, indeed, afls like a father to us; confrantly at-
tends our miniftry, and fends two lads to the fchool we
have juft opened.  We can have his protection to. travel
all-aver Bengal ; though I believe the Englifh, at this
time, would pot hurt us, Perfons in the moft eminent
ftations are our friends. -May the Lorp énable us to
walk wotthy of the great goodnefs he hath lately fhewn
us! The (zjo_fpel has been heard by more perfons fince
we camg here, than ever heard it before.in Bengal., [
find it eafier to preagh-here than at Mudnabatty, becaufe

Ff3 - here
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here the beft language is fpoken. O'! [ love to ftand by
the fide of an Idol-temple, and preach the Gofpel of the
Grace of Gon. This is my frequent employ. After we
have laboured a little longer, the Spirit may be poured out
from on high, and great numbers converted in a fhort
time. Call on my late dear Paftor, Mr. sMITH ; givemy
Chriftian love to him, and tell him he fhall have a lng
letter in a fhort time, for all that he has written to me.
I hope you prize his miniftry.—His is the right fort of
preaching to do good.

I want to hear of all the dear friends to whom I was
introduced through my acquaintance with you. How
does that lovely couple, Mr. and Mrs. Kitchen *—How
are Mr. and Mrs. Carter ? My refpe@s to them both,
‘Tell him to write to me. He faid I fhould not live to
pafs the Cape.  Aflure him, however, that I am alive yet.
* I could not die for my life.”* How are Mr. and Mrs.
Hinton? Mr. and Mrs. Green? your own father and
mother ¢ Mrs, Clarke’s father and mother? Mr. and Mrs.
Hancock ! Mr. and Mrs, Coombe ? Where are Waldron,
Parr, and Amphlett? Are James and Robert ferious ?
To hear that they were following the Lorp would give
me great pleafure.

Religion fhould our thoughts engage
Amidit our youthful bloom :

*Twill fit us for declining age,
And for the awful tomb.

Send me all the news you can, about the churches ;
the changes and deaths of minifters. Is Mr. Auftin well ?
How is my mufical friend, Mr. Bright ? remember me
to him, as zlfo to Mr. Bannifter, and Mr. D. Levy.
A letter from any of them would be a favour indeed.—
How dops dear Nancy Phillips, and Mifs Bailey ? Have
they joined the Church ! 1'wifh you would find out my
uncle and aunt. I have written to them, but received no
anfwer. Tell me whether they are living.

I know not whether you ever faw a fpecimen of Bengallee
writing ; I will, therefore, inclofe oné of our hymns,
with my tranflation thereof. If you fhew it to Dr.
Rippon, with my Chriftian love, he will be greatly
pleafed. Your affetionate friend,

J. Fountary.

# Ore of the Rev, Georgg Whitfield's exprefiions.
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MR, FOUNTAIN-TO MR. WATKINS, HOLBORN, LONDON,

o

Serampore, May 14, 1800,
DEAR BROTHER WATKINS,

I Have to thank you for two letters; and hope this
will procure a third. To a mind, which in an inftant
can fend a thought ¢ from Indus to the Pole,” it is griev-
ous that letters travel fo flow. Your firft to me was
eighteen months in coming ; the laft came wich the Mif-
fionaries. I am glad to find that I have a place in your
memory, your affections, and your prayers. So have you
in mine, and fhall continue to have till I meet youin the
kingdom of Heaven.

Before I had a knowledge of this country language, I
fometimes thought with pain how ufelefly I iived here.
blefs God that I have overcome fome fears and difficulries,
and I know that his power and goodnefs ftand engaged to
his people. I do not to this day repent my having given
up the focial and facred fweets of England, in order to
do fomething for Gop in a land, where till now none
ever thought of coming but for conqueft or gain. Want
of fuccefs is, indeed, a matter of grief; but the caufe muft
fucceed, muft triumph in the end. Somebody muft make
a beginning 5 and: to us it appears no fmall grace, that
Jenovau hath appointed us to that work. We fhall lay
the foundation, and our fucceflors fee the building rife.
How- feon foever death may put a period to my lubours,
it will {urely yield fome confolation to my foul in its de-
parting moments, that I have borne witnels for Chrift
among the heathen, and afiifted in tranflating the Word
of Life into the language of Bengal.

In your firft letter to me, you fay, « As you are the
youngeft in the miffion, as foon as you have learnt thz
language fufficiently, fuppofc you. were to remove up
the country, where no Kuropean has ever preached
the Gofpel.” You muft know, my dear Brother, that
fince Gop created man upon the earth, no one, I believe,
Lut Brethren Thomas, Carey, and mylelf, ever preached
the Golpel to the natives of Bengal; and, therefore,
every part of the country ftands in like necd of iz,  Fro-
vidence at firft led the miffionarics Carey and Thomas
four hundred miles up the country, and thither, three
years after, I followed them. Theie we preached in va-

Fig rious
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rious .places to our own countrymen and to the natiyes,
§ o fome of the former not in vain, When the new
miffionaries arrived laft O&ober, Government would not
fuffer them to come up to us ; and as our circumftances
took a turn juft at that time, we came down to them at
Serampore ; where, blefled be God, we enjoy all our
hearts could wifh, under the Honourable Colonel Bik
Governor of the place. This large town, and the adja-
cent villages, afford room enough for Brother Carey and
myfelf. 'When the other Brethren can preach, we may
and fhall itinerate further, But even then we fhall be
but five or fix in number, You have as many, perhaps,
in one parifh in London, where thejr work is perfec? eafe,
compared with ours. They have but to proclaim and en-
force truths, -of which every body has fome knowledge:
e bring certain firange things to the ears of our audience
and have to remove the lumber of three thoufand years :
O! what a field is Bengal, what a profpe it exhibits !
what labour requifite ! I§ad I a voice to be heard through-
out the Chriftian world, I would fay, ¢ Baptifts are nei-
ther bizots nor monopolifts. Independents, Prefbyterians,
and Epifcopalians, (if fuch names ate yet retained) come
forth to the help of the Lorp againft the mighty!
Learn of the wicked, warring powers of Europe, ferv-
ing under the Beaft with feven heads. See their armies
unite to oppofe whar they call the common enemy ! You
are all enlifted under one glorious Head, the Captain of
Salvation : let Unite and Conguer be the order of . the day
with you.” - Perhaps you may reply, «“ We would come
over to [ndia, but the Eaft-India Company will not let
us.” Ireply to this, ¢ Unlifs you have done every thing
that can be done, this is but tco much like the fluggard’s
language, ¢ There is a licn in the way.” You have
petitioned.  You may petition again,  But where would
be the harm of coming without leave ! At the laft day,
Jesus Curist woul% not condemn one of you for it.
Are you afraid you fhould be fent back again? Should
you be fert home, your enemies would futer more by it
than yourfelves; but I am' perfuaded JEHOVAH woul
hght for you, if you go forward according to his word.”
L am glad to hear of the other fociety you mention,
compofed of Meflrs. WiLBERFORCE, T HORNTON, &c,
~—May fuccefs attend them ! I have not heard, how-
ever, where their miflionaries are to be funt: in your
next,
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next, pleafe to inform me, Iam afraid I fhall hear of
dear CeciL’s death—I with all the churches in London
were occupied bﬂ fuch minifters as he. Is the Golfpel
preached at St. Dunftan’s! Give me all the news .you
can. Who fucceeds Mr. Joss at the Tabernacle? Is
Brother WEARE called to the miniftry? I want to hear
from him, and alfo ‘from Brother Groser. Are the
lettures to the Jews well attended—are any of them con-
verted to Chrit ? What do they fay? What has be-
come of him whom we vifited ?—1I forget his name : he
attended Eagle-ftreet for a time. Do you know Davip
Levi? It{hould like tofind him out, Has any work of
confequence been publithed lately by the Socinians or
Deifts ?

Give my Chriftian love to every brother belonging
to THe Goop Samaritan Sociery. For the par-
ticulars of our Miffion I muft refer you to The Periodical
Arcounts, which I fuppofe you read.—~With love to Mrs.
Wartkins, I remain

Your Brother in the Lord,

JOHN FOUNTAIN.

MR. POWELL TO DR. RIFPON.

May, 1800.
REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,

Y laft was dated December, 1799. Happy fhould I

feel, could I now tell you, as a prefage of what is to

come, that fome poor Hind¢o mourned the fad confe-
quences of the Fall, felt the mifery and burden of fin,
and had fledto the Rock of Ages for. fhelter, {ubmitted
himfelf to the yoke of Jefus Chrift, and was now wear-
ing it with delight. But how fhould I exult, could I tell
EOu that there were many fuch ! this, I am perfuaded, would
e intelligence of the moft pleafing and acceptable nature,
—far more fo than the conqueft of Tippoo’s dominions by
the Eaft-India Company. Gloomy as the profpe&t at
prefent is, it may notwithftanding foon furprife us by its
accomplithment.  Some circumitances tend to brighten our
hope,



02 MR. POWELL’S LETTERS
2

Eope—the printing of the Bible, which is now zétually

-in the prefs, is one. Mr. Carey writes me, that they
bad been hindered at firft fetting off for want of a few
Retters ; and fuppofes that, had they began at’ Mudnabatty,
they fhould not have been abie at any rate to have got
through it. It is, therefore, very providential that they
have fuch a pezceable, comfortable, and happy fettle-
ment at Serampore, where this important work may be
fpeedily executed. The New Teftament will be printed
firft, that the natives may foon have the moft important
part of God’s word put into their hands. The brethren
have printed a few copies of the Ten Commandments,
and fome Hymme, which are to be given away. Their
School was opened the 1it of May; they have fome
fchelars, and nrore promifed; 1 may alfo add a pleafing
profpeét before them, and they live in great order, love,
and bharmony. Their Society is, no doubt, by far the
greateft blefling Serampore has been favoured: with fince
its eftablifhment.

PRINTING AND SUCCESS.

With regard to pecuniary encouragement for publifh-
ing the Bible, they will, I fuppofe, meet with as much
as they can well defire ; many copies are already fub-
fcribed for at Rungpore and at Dinagepore ; the Englith
Gentlemen, moftly the Company’s fervants, haye fet
“Yleir names down for above 100l. worth, and I hope this -
invaluable Book will foon be diffeminated through the.
greateft part of Bengal,—not by the natives, for I believe
not a fingle copy has been fubfcribed for by them, but by
Europeans fcattered through this extenfive country.
The Brahmans, I hear, ncither like their preaching nor
prefs ; they feem to'think 21l is not right. But where-
 ever the Gofpel has been introduced, the priefts have

always been the firft to obje& and oppofe it; for in pro-
portion as it gains ground, their influence over the minds
of the people muft fink ; they have, on that account,
‘more to Jofe than others ; but when it gets accefs to their
hearts, they will then count all they before fo much
prized as lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of
Chrift.—~Though there are no appearances of the natives
having experienced any of the great bleflings of the
Gofpel by the preaching of the Miffionaries, yet I think

there
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there is not the fame caufe for complaint with regard to
Europeans; for 1 am perfuaded the vifits of the miffion~
aries, and their preaching at Dinagepore, is attended
with a bleifing to the place, and moft of the Englifh there
have been much more circumfpe& in their condu& than
heretofore ; fo that their favourite diverfions of hunting,
billiards, and playing at cards, on fabbath days, have been
laid afide, with a refolution never again to refume them.
When preaching was firft introduced at Dinagepore, cu-
riofity induced them to come and hear the doltrine they
were too ignorant of, and a few gradually gave their at-
tendance to the word ; but two of whom 1 have reafon
to think have been much wrought on, and awakened o
righteoufiiefs, feldom omitted an opportunity of hearing.
One of thefe young gentlemen appears to be a zealous
Chriftian. A Mr. C——, who, by correfponding with
a gentleman at -another fettlement, of libertine princi-
ples and prafice, has, it feems, effeCtually convinced
him of the dangerous confequences of perfifting in fuch
an evil courfe,—iv much fo, that he is become quite ex-
emplary in his conduct, and is now reading, ftudying,
and writing on the evidences of Chriftianity. ‘

I have often pitied the poor natives of this country
when feeing them at a lofs to know how to{pend their
time ; and, as not one in a hundred can either read or
write, or is inclined to induftry, they confume that inva-
Juable treafure in mere trifles, in {leep, and fmoking
their hookas , and fo much are they devoted to fmoking,
that they commonly rife in the night to enjoy it, and i
‘the day time; the hooka is feldomi out of their hands.

INSTANCE OF FOLLY.

A circumftance happencd the other day, which thews
that they are more apprehenfive of imaginary than real
evils, 1 wanted a bale tree fora certain ufe ; but the only
one which would anfwer my purpofe happened. to be on a
Debtab’s, or confecrated fpot. I had much dificulty in
overcoming the prejudices of the natives before I could
get it. I fent for the Mundul, or Chicf of the village
to which the place was attached, and requefted him to
fell me the trec; he replied, that the villagers would on
po account allow that tree to be fold, as, if they did, the
Pebtah would greatly diftrefs and harafs them, and kill

their
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their children and cattle. The evil Spirit, or Bhoot,
ahich inhabited the fpot, would feize, and feverely chal-
tife him for his temerity, if not deftroy him. 1 affured
kim.that none of thefe evils fo alarming could ever befal
them for their fuppofed offence ; that the Debtah and evil
Spirit, fo much feared, cxifted only in their ideas; and that,
#f there was in reality any {uch fp1rit, or Debtah, he would
avenge himfelf on me, as the aggreflor, for cutting down
his tree ; that he was uaworthy their regard, if he pu-
nifhed the innoceat, and tock no notice of the guilty,
His reply to this was, that the demons, or evil Ipirits,
which defiroyed, and infli¢ted punithment on them at
their pleafure, had no power over Europeans, and was {o
much afraid of them, that they even fled at their approach.
I reprefented to him how far fuch a fuppoiition was from
the truth; but as ke did not implicicly betieve all I faid,
X promifed to indemnify them for any lofs they might
futfer by parting with the tree ; he then rejuctantly yielded
his confent to my having the tree, if the Malee,* to
‘whom it by right belonged, made no objeftion. I fent
for this perfon, and obviated all his fcruples by a reward
of two rupees ; but the next morning he brought back the
money in the greateft diftrefs, and accufed himfelf of fa-
crilege, that he was already afiliGted, and that fome evils
awaited him ; ¢ fee,” continued he,  fince I parted with
tree, how [ am withered away ; here, take back your mo-.
rley ; for, if I keep it, fpeedy death will foon end my ex-
iiftence.” The man appeared ill, but I attributed it to his
being- overcome by fear, or that he was accidentally taken
ill ; but this was more than the prejudices of the people
would allow; it therefore pafles current amon% them,
that the man v, s feized by an evil fpirit for felling the
Debtah’s facred Tree.
It is, indeed, lamentable to fee how they are fhackled
with imaginary fears and a pufillanimous fpirit. A few
wecks back a fervant of mine died; and as feveral per-
“fons fell iil foon after his death, they cancluded that the
ghoft of the deceafed had afliGed them ; and fome, whofe
1maginations were more difordered than the reft, affirmed
that they had feen the apparition {talking about the village
at nighr, which fo much alarmed the credulous inha-

* The perfon wkho has the charge of the facred fpot and houfe in which
their idolatrous.images are depofited ; he allo colle&s Sowers for the offer-
ingsto their idois,

bitants,
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bitants, that they fhut themfelves in their houfes againtt
this invader, and would not ftir out after dark for more
than a week, till they concluded it had ceafed to haunt’
the place. All perfons indebted to the deceafed were
anxious to fatisfy his rclations, and expefted no peace
while they retained any thing belonging to him.

ACCOUNT OF MR. F——,

Y ou have, no doubt, heard of Mr. F——, who was
educated in the Roman Catholic perfuafion at Macae, an
iftand belonging to the Chinefe. Many articles in that
communion he could not approve of, and the worthip of
images in particular, he always felt an averfion to; but
the general ufe of them among all of that religion in{ome
meafure reconciled him to the pra&tice. Inhibiting the
reading of the Bible grieved him fo much, that he remon-
ftrated with the priells on the impropriety of corcealing
the word of God from the laity; but as he himfelf was
unacquainted with the facred volume, he could adduce
no arguments from fcripture in fupport of his caufe. He
was told, that reading the Bible would ftagger his faithy
and damp his zeal for Chriftianity ; that in confequence of
the free ufe of the Bible among the Proteftants, they
were divided into many fe&ls, who were perpetually at
variance with each other. = After becoming converfant
with the Englith language, he procured 2 Bible from =
Hindoo, which he read with admiration, and exclaimed,
What monfters, devils incarnate, muft they be, whodeny
us the privilege of ftudying a book fo full of excellencies,
a knowledge of which is eflential to the peace, happi-
nefs, and comfort of the Chrittian! He now faw the
folly of worfhipping images; and though ke did not caft
them to the moles and bats, as many { hope will do, yet,
he did what was equivalent, for Le burnt them. The
Bible convinced him, that it was not the Virgin Mary.
but Jefus Chrift, that cameto fave finners, and that all
addrefles to her muft be impious, and only of man’s in-
vention.* The few opportunitiss he had of réma’rking
the deportment and behaviour of Proteftants, gave him
no favourable idea of them; and of all of that denomina-
tion, he obferved none were fo wicked as the Englith

# ¢« Reading Bithop Newton on the Prophecies Yery much convinced
him of the crrors of the church of Rome,'—another letter fays. .EuiTor.
<nd
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and French: the habits of fwearing, which the former
were addifted to, difgufted him very much; and as be
faw none in Calcutta, whofe condu& was confiftent with
the Chriftian charaler, he naturally concluded that the
major part of the Britith nation were licentious. He
was aftonithed to find fuch men as the Baptift Miffion-
aries, and confidered them as a kind of prodigies; for he
had an idea that there were none among the Englifh of
fuch piety and {entiments ; that the linguage of prayer and
praife never proceeded out of their mouths to JEHOVAH,
It was, therefore, an agreeable furprize to fee fuch cha-
ralters, and he was conftrained to adore the goodnefs of
God, that brought him to their acquaintance, and to
them he attributes his knowledge of a ¢ more excellent
way,” as well as the removal of his former prejudices.
hough educated among Roman Catholics, he was a
firanger to that intolerant {pirit which their principles in-
culcate, and was aftonithed when he read of the cruelties
which. Louis XIV. and Charles V. eéxercifed towards
the Proteftants, and the vaft profufion of innocent blood
which thofe human butchers fhed; he believes, had he
difcovered it when he profefled that religion, he fhould
have left the communion of a Church which cherithed
fuch a perfecuting fpirit. What [ have written refpect-
ing Mr. F , 1 have read over to him, and he wifhes
that if any thing about him appears in public print, the
initials only of his name may be mentioned.
If folitude is a bleffing, lyam poflefled of it—if a fnare
and a danger, I have to contend with it. In a plaintive
ftrain I adopt Cowper’s language, and with him inquirc,

« O {olitude ! where are the charms
¢ That fages have feen in thy face I

To read of your Miffionary meetings, and your Pente-
coft days, is exhilerating to my heart, diftant as I am
from the enlivening fcene ;— -

¢ And had I the wings of a dove,
- % How foon would I tafte you again.™

Jefus Chriff, the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever,
"does not leave his fcattered follawers deftitute ; he fome-
times vifits them in their lonely retreats, raifes his banner
of love over them, and even tells them to * be of good
cheer.”
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cheer.” Me he has vifited in this Afiatic wildernefss and
Moypaul has become a Bethel, the houfe of God, and che
gate of Heaven. Jefus has adorers and warthippers ia-
almoft every corner of the earth, and wherever they are, -
he is the chiefeft among ten thoufand, and altogether
lovely. It is a matter of furprife and wonder to the
Chriftian, that there fhould be fo many who are infenfibke
of hischarms. Did they know his worth ard their cwa
need, furely they could not reft till they had infured his
protetion and love. Mr. F——— 1 have every realor
W think, is growing in grace, and in the knowledge of
Jefus Chrift. He is at the charge of keeping a fchoel for
teaching the children of poor natives to write and read ;
morning and evening they vifit him, that he may fee the
progrefs they make in learning. -When he has a momanz
to {pare, he preaches Jefus Caniit to them; and as fooan as
the priating of the Bible is completed, he intends to pro-
cure copies of it for them to read. ,
Withing the Divine bleffing may ever abide with you,

I remain very affeClionately your’s,

S. Powerr.

Mr. F—— being prefent at the clofing of my letter,
defires his Chriftian remembrance to you.

Lo 3

MR, POWELL TO DR. RIPPON.
Moppauldiggy, Auguft 26, 1805

REVEREND AND DEAR §1R,

T Wrote you laft in May, and muft now addrefs you
again on a very mournful occafion, which has filled ai
who are concerned for the glory of God here with the
moft lively anguifh. Little did I then think that Brother
Fountain’s courfe was fo nearly finithed. " Yes, it has
pleafed an all-wife Providence to take him away, juft as
be feemed fitted for ufefulne(s, by a good knowledge of
the language, which he attained by diat of clofe applica-
tion.. He was one of the only three that could preack
to the natives. He was alfo the leader of the finging in
- worthip, and had a pleafing knowledge of notes, with an
agreeable voice. Iufed, when writing to him, to dire@ my
letters ¢ To the Chief Mufician.” | He died on the 20th of

' Auguit,
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Auguft, at thehoufe of Mr. Fernandez, at Dinagepore, of a

dyfentery,or ratheracomplication of diforders, which preyed

on him for feveral weeks, and bafled the'power of medicine.

and convinced us, by its rapid progrefs, that his end was near

His death ought by no means to be imputed to the un-

healthinefs of the climate (as Europeans generally enjoy

as good health here as they do in their native countries),

but rather to 3 weak and feeble contlitution, ever difpofed

to ficknefs, of which he experienced 4 great deal, both
in England and in this country. VWhen Mr. Thomas firft
faw him, after his arrival here, he remarked to me, that’
he did not think him formed for longevity, and was ap«
prehenfive that a climate fo warm as this would prove in-
Jurious to a perfon of fuch a fickly habit. His comply-
mg with Mr. Udney’s requeit to make indigo for him at
this place was the occafion of his vifiting this part of the
country. In July laft he wrote me, a little before he
quitted Serampore, that he was very unwell, and that if
the Lord did not blefs the voyage, he could hardly expect
to return, On his arrival here, I perceived that he was
exceeding ill, and I feared he was nigh the grave. After
ftaying here a few days, I accompanied him and Mirs.
Fountain to Dinagepore, on the 26th of July, where the
afliftance of one of the Company’s furgeons was prow
cured, who was kind and attentive to him. After expe-
riencing a few favourable fymptoms, his diforder wore
a threatening appearance, fo that he was not expe&ted to
furvive another day. Mr, Fernandez, at Brother Foun-
tain’s requeft, wrote for me, and faid, that if I did not
haften to Dinagepore immediately, I might never fee him
again. This was on the 13th of Auguft; I was then at
Saddamah’l, a place 24 miles diftant frem Dinagepore.
On receiving the mournful tidings, I inftantly fet off on
my journey, 2§d reached Dinagepore about two in the
morning. When I faw him, his emaciated courtenance
and frame exhibited fuch a melancholy fpe&acley thag

I fought for a place where to weep—

A mortal palenefs on his check,
And glory in his foul.

I farup with him, and was glad of an opportunity of
relieving Mrs. Fountain, whefe turn it was to fifup with
him. I was much comforted to find him fo compofed, and
refigned to the Divine will. He fpoke of his faith in
Chrift, and talked fweetly of the Saviov~ , to

* him,
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bim, prefented no terror, but affumed the mild and pleafing
afpelt of a meflenger of peace. ' :
~ Dr. Young’s defcription of the dying Chiriftian was-
exaltly realized—

« The chamber where the good man mects his fate

¢ Ts privileg’d above the common walk of virtuous life,
¢ Jult on the verge of Heaven.”

When I afked him where he would be buried, he mif-
tinderftood me, and thought I {poke of zn epitaph for his
tomb. Let there be none on mine, faid he; but foon
after added, if any thing is faid, let it be this:

JOHN FOUNTAIN, -
MISSIONARY TGO THE INDILS.
Aged g3, .
« A Sinner faved by Grace.”

_ As he lay languithing in pain, and his voice becoming
more and more feeble, he often exprefled the moft earneft
defires to depart. Once, as I was helping him up, he
faid, « O that I could now flip away, and go to my

Heavenly Father !” - He repeatedly faid to thofe who vi-
fited him, that he was not afraid of death-—that there
was no Saviour but Chrift, and that his hopes were firmly
fixed upon him. At his defire many portions of Scripture
were read to him, and Hymns from Dr. Watts, and your
Appendix, as expreflive of the defires of his.foul. The
Do&or who attended him faid to me, that hic nevér faw a
perfon before fo compofed, refigred; and prepared for
death, as Mr. Fountain; and wiited to die like him.
‘When a Gentleman obferved, that it would be a miracle
if he was raifed up again, Mr. Fountain replied, he only
wifhed to live with the profpe& of death and Heaven in
view. ¢ What would it avail me now,” he added, ¢ if
I were Governor General ; and how miferable fhould I be
to go into the prefence of God with my fins! Jefus
.Chrift is my righteoufnefs—my foul is eitablithed in him.”

Tam forry that I have been able to recollect only a few

of the many exprefions he uttered during his illnefs.
After -1 had left him a few minutes one day, to, take’
reft, he fent for mre, clafped my hand, and exclaimed
with an emphafis, « [ am fafe, I am happy, and amn now
going to my Heavenly Father I " :

On awaking from a fhort fleep, one day, he faid
to m2, “ Iam’ fo eafy, juft now without pain; that at

May, 1801.] Gg thi
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this rate I thought T could live out four generations.”—
He cefired that all the natives who knew him might be
informed that he was not afraid to die—that there was ro
Saviour but Chrift—and that if they did not believe on
him they muft perifh for ever. The Lord’s-day prior to his
death, he told Mr. Fernandez, that the next Lord’s-day he
thould fpend in Heavgn. The hopes and confolations of
the Goifpel were a feafonable fupport to him; and to die
as he did appeared to me fo comfortable, that I could not
forbear wilning myfelf in his ftead, with fuch a bright
and glorious profpedt of immortality in view. This
folemn and awakening Providence, I truft, has been a
feafon of profit to feveral. Two Gentlemen, under feri-
ous impreflions, who vifited Brother Fountain three or
four times every day, profefled themfelves to have receiv-
ed great benefit by fezing fuch tranquillity in a dying
Chritian.  « Surely,” faid one, “ this muft be genuine
religion, which fo fticks by 2 man in hisdying moments.”
Mr, Fernandez behaved with the greateft tenderne(s and
kindnefs to him, and is much eftablithed in his faith, by
feeing Brother Fountain’s happy exit. On account of its
being the height of the feafon for making [indigo], my
bufinefs would not allow me to attend Brother Fountain
to the laft; I was obliged to leave him two days before
his death., One of the two Gentlemen above-mentioned
fupplied my place, and was {o good as to fit up with him
at pight. Mor. Fernandez got a coffin made for him. The
corple was efcorted to the grave by a guard of Sepoys;
1 mean a party of the Company’s foldiers: and as there
was no body elfe to fpeak over his grave, the funeral fer-
vice of the Church of England was read by Mr. Burgefs,
the Judge and Chief Magiftirate of the place;.and all
the Gentlemen at Dinagepore, I belicve, attended.—
Owing to my treacherous memary, this will be an inco-
herent letter. Sifter Fountain, in the depth of her for-
row, exprefled a with to die with him. ¢ If God (faid he)
were to take away all his fervants, what would become of
his glory > and as ferious people, he oblerved, were few
in this country, he wiiked her, on that account, to flay
here, and not return to England.¥ He defired the perfon
who engaged in prayer before. him, to pray that
his place might jfwn be fupplied, and that God
would fend more labourers into this vineyard.-——é-
" He

* Mrs. F. has fince been delivered of a fine boyewa fatherlels child in 3
firange Jand.
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He was prepared for this great event, he had Tived the
life of the righteous, and died the death of the righteous.
Two miffionaries have been taken away in a littls time,
one foon after the other. Thefe are aJarning viciffitudes,
but He who is great in counfel fees fit to ordain them.
W hatever aflicting events are haftening to a completion,
the believer’s happinefs centers in the eternal (God alone;
and, becaufe built on the rock of ages, muit be fuperier
to human vicifitudes. Yet, every believer ought to be
concerned for the glory of God.  And what wilt thou do
unto thy great name,” faid the amiable Jothua, in his afflic«
tion !’ b/fay he fpare the lives of, the furviving miffion~
aries for the fake of his own glory, and tie advancement
of the Redeemer’s kingdom among the periihing heathen.
I heard with much regret of the death of 2 FrRaNcIs and
a Pearce. For England’s fake, may Heaven {pare her
minifters there, and make each of them as a flaming fire,
is the ardent defire and prayer of one who is iefs than the
leaft of all faints, dear Sir, very affetionately your’s,
' S. PowsLr.

ANGIENT MS. PAPERS.

MR. HERBERT PALMER’s LETTERS
[One of the Puritan Minifters.)

70 4 DOUBTING CHRISTIAN.
Dated 1632,
CONTINUED FROM NoO. 18, p. 260.

mmaenevia,

HONOURED COUSIN,
Returs to examine your cafe, and to pleade Chriff’s eaufe
with you, and God, your Heavenly Father, and the Holy
‘Bpirit’s, all whofe work you wrong, while you will not owne it.
Fitlk, Are you not poore in fpirit 2 My pact is to be an in-
terpreter of the text, and alfo to declire to you his upright-
néfs—Job xxxiii. 23. You mult acknowledge the truih, un.
lefie you would be guilty of bearing falfe witneffz againe
yourfelfe. I fay then, Are you not poore in {pirit? What is
that, but to feele yourfelf empty of all goodsef: by nature, and
filled with all manner of finfulnefs, empty of ali freagth to doe
better in the lead, unable to make to Ged any fatisfaltion for
your fins of yourfelfe, or purchafe any from creatures who
hdve none, oy to deferve the impatation of Chrift’s, unable to
repen:, unable to beleeve; and fo n2:hing but free grace,
powerful grace, can enrich you or {upply your neceflity ¢ If
all this be not true, if any of it be not true, aad fenfibly
wrd¥ght in you by God’s free and powerful grace, deny itin
ég:z ‘ your
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your next, plainly, thatas you muft, fo I may, labour to make
it appeare you have it; or helpe to "worke it as a fervant of
the riches of God’s free and powerful grace: but, for God’s
fake, for Chrift’s, for your own f{oule’s and comfort’s fake, deny
it not awithout ceufe; helieve not every fuggeftion, {fo ybu
{fhould deny all religion perhaps one tyme or other, but anfwere
according to the crdinary frame of your harte; and if this be
true; remember who faith you are blefled, the kingdome of
Heaven is your's: you fhall be faved, you are faved, even now
in beginning. : o
Say not againft this, Will this fuffice to Salvation? It would
not indeed alone, but it cannot be alone ; it will be, and ever
is, accompanied with mourning, hunger, &c. But our Saviour
mentions thefe. difpofitions diftinétly, becaufe he would com-
fort all his, of whom, though all have every difpofition in a
degree, yet fome have fome one, mcre fenfible to ythemfelves
and others, fometimes, and at other tymes another, and by any
one they may and thould fee their bleflednefle, being not
contrary minded to the other difpofitions. ~But I proceede.
2. Are you not a Mourrer fpirutually ?  Afke your leannefs,
zfke your confumption elfe ; eor rather it is beyond afking that
you mourne, and for {pisituzl refpe@ts. Do not quarrel], and
deny it to be godlyforrow, and {2y a wicked man may have
as much, I would faine but fee that wicked man, who hath
been wicked, and doth fo mourne: 1 would make bold to give
him a new name, and yet not fear the curle of juftifying the
wicked. You can rejoyce "at the Nurfe’s converfion, and
acknowledge it, who yet cannot fhew what you fecle: why
acknowledge you not your owne ? Or do wicked men ufefoto
rejoyce while they moufne? For why? Do not you, befides
mourning that you have deferved damnation, and, according
to nature, were borne and have lived in that flate (which will
and may be matter of mourning in the beft {aint as well asin
a wicked man)—do not you, I fay, befide this, mourne that
you have by finne cffended God, your Creator, your Preferver,
him who kath done foe much for ycu in outward refpe@s—him
who hath had fuch patience toward vou, hath given the Lord
Jefus Chrift to death, that even you, if you can and will be-
lieve, fhall be faved (for this, however, you grant fill in your
worft doubtings)—doe you not mourne for offending him, who
hath afforded you fuch great meanes of grace from your child-
hood, fuch meanes of ccmfort ftiil? Doe not you mourne for
your very unbeleef, as a finne againft his grace? Doe not you
mourne for the defilement of finne in your owne foule, that you
thould fo deface God’s imagein you? In a2 word, if any com-
miflion or omiffion, a& or word, gefture or looke, waking or
fleeping, has beene in your apprehenfion finne, and takew no-
tice of by others, doe you not mourne that you have not

anfwered your profeflion, that you have endangered gayin
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fcandal, and the like, - If this be not true, deny it as before :
but deny not witbout caxfe ; and if ic be true, remember who
faith, You are Ulefled,.you fhall be comforied. Nothing bat-
affurance of pardon can do~.that; that, therefore, you fhall
have in due tyme; in the meane tyme, both this and the for-
mer proves you to have iLith. But I adu .nore yetin this: Doe

you not mourae that yoa ase abie to doe nothing- of yourfeife, -
nat able to yeeld better obedience to God’s glory? And doe
not you even mourne for the fins and dangess o1 ctness, for the
miferyes of God’s fervants, {_ecially their icandalls? Such
mourners were marked out’ for meicy in jerufulem, Ezek. ix.
God is the :ame God Rill ; you are, then. a veficli of his mercy.
3. Doe not you bunger and ihirft ajter rigoteoufneffe 7 You
once writt (when I afked that queitiva before) taat it/was
meant of thofe who loag for grace more thau earthty things,
being compared with a hangry ftomacke, whica wii acver be
fatisfyed with gold, but meate; fo nothiug but grace can
fatisfy them. 'Thele are your very words. Now axe yuur
leannefle againe, afke your confumption, waetner you have thas
beene hungry, when your mind hath eaten 1.1t0 your fizth, be-
caufe it is (in your apprehenfion) gept iu fivdrt, uod haid o
%race. or but. a little pittance 1o favidy. your songing>—and
ave you not this hunger flill, thougn vo apprrite to meate # Will
you, can you now fay, as thea.you dia, taat (becau.e many
are deceived who thinke they long moft ror Chyitt) you feare,
for that what we love beft and long moft for, we thiake moft
of, when your thoughts are almu.t ever on worldly foolerys?
You thought you faid true then. Butaf it had beeus fo, had
you now beene fo ill as ycu are? You fayd wuly in worldly
refpects. How conld you have any caufe of gricfe, living with
fo kind friends? Yer you have had griefe and longings; and
after what, but righteoufnefs, juftification, and fanctincauon ?
{ cannot number the minutes you have {pent mn the puriuite of
thofe thoughts, nor [ beleeve can you: and 1: you perhaps put
all worldly matters together, you have thought more of them
for quantity of tyme (as almolt what Divine, whofe particuiar
caliing is religion, can fay otherwite ¥} yet it is more than ap-
parent your longitgs and earneflueffe of dofire. have been
wholly after righteoufnefs, whea all kindnefle of friends have
not fatisfyed you, becaufe you fill feele want of grace. Itis
certaine then, thisalone proves you iuciuded in Chuill's fentence
of bleflednefle ; and yon fhall be filled, 1n meafure here, and
hereafter, to the utmolt capacity of your foule, ia glory. See
another figne undeceivable of hunger and thirft afier rightcoufe
neffe : when you are refolved, as you are (and ling have
heene, to wke praife of the glory of his grace,) o feck-
God, inceffantly, to dye at his feete, to perith in his arms ;
asa hungry begger (it was my inftance lately upon this very
point) tell him a hundred tymes you have nothing for him,
chide him, offey to beate him, lay blows on him, nothing
' €g 3 ' moves
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moves him unlefs you thruft him away by head and fhoulders
(which Chrift will not, cannot doe, when he hath faid, I wilt
in no wife caft him out}; if he knows he muft farve if you
relieve him not, he will have no denial. So you, zhar proves
your hunger enough, and will you dare to deny the bleffing ?
You may, as well deny ail Scripture; and then alfo, why are
you troubled? Certainly nothing is true, if the promifes of
the Gofpel be'not.  The end why all things were written was,
that ‘through patience and comfort of the Scriptures we fhould
have hope, Rom. xv. 4. and that you may beleeve in the name
of the Son of God, and have eternal life by it, Johnxx. Ilaft,
‘¥ muft add, 25 the fame St. John doth, 1 Ep.v. 3. Thefe
things have I written unto you that beleeve on the name of the
Sonne of God: that you may knowe that.you have eter-
mal life, and that you may beleeve on the name of the
Sonne of Ged, that you may kmoave you doe beleeve, and
that you may- perfevere and growe in faith, as you fhall. I
doubt nat bat you reade the former letters: only agreeable ta
this matter, (and for the thoughts of which I cannot but blefs
God ina fpe=cral manner) ponder new, I pray, what I wrote
}aft in compzring you with Jacob, apd {pecially the Cananitefle,
and that which concerns your prayers. ' When God fhall open
‘your eyes, as he did Hagar’s in the wilderneffe, to fee not the
well neere you, but the well of water in you f{pringing up to
eterral life (as cur loving Saviour promifed to the Samari-
tanefle), you will fay, no pifure is more like than their cafe
and your’s; and that the fpirit of fupplication being powered
upon you, the fountzin of Chrift’s blood is opened En' you,
Zach. xii. - 10.~with Zach. xiii. 1. Shall I'neede entreate you
to fignify what is fuggsited to you againft thefe things?

 Had Ityme, or rather, were it the faying of a very great
deale at once (then thould Lif poflible, redeeme tyme to put
you at once out of your payne), that would infalliby fausfy
you. . I doubt not but other parcells of the fentences of blefled-
vefle {except the laft, which God hath not yet called you to—
he may time enough), are fulfilled in you, and with thefe the
- marke. that siever was wanting in a Chrifian—love of the
brethren (which hath fapported thoufands when others have
failed them in their apprehenfions), and indeed any other
vightly underflocd and applyed. If it muft be fo, that fhall
be my tafkg heieafier (together with anfwering any fpeciall
point in your letters) to fcanne the feverals, and offer you that
glafs to Icoke into. Only I bar ycu from locking for perfec-
tion-of any grace ; and O that you would but apply to your
faule this truth, that fincerity, not perfeftion, differences a
Chriftian from a worldling on earth; and fincerity is in the
bent of defires and endeavours, after all failings, oppofitions,
temptations. I may not beleeve yet, that I neede not bidde
yau not read too much : hunger will not be put away fo, bug
yanfacke every corner for food, H, PALMER,





