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ON THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE GOSPEL.

——

Circular Letter of, Offober 1800, from the Minifters and
Meffengers of the Philadelphia Affociation in America, to
the Churches they reprefent,

DRAWN UP BY THE REV. WM. STAUGHTON.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

HAVING again been permitted to meet in aflociation,
10 confult the interefts of the Redeemer’s kingdom, not as hav-
ing dominion over your faith, buc as helpers of your joy, we
once more affeftionately addrefs you.

It affords us the higheft pleafure to find, from your letters,
that peace, like a river, flows among you, that additions have
been made to many of our Churches, and that your adherence
to the faith of the Gofpel remains unfhaken, We truft you
will continue to abound in the work of the Lord ; affured thast
in your holy profeffion you have followed no cunningly devifed-
fable, and that in profpett of the invifible world you know whom
you have believed. To aflit you in repelling every temptation
to abandon your profeflion, and in furmounting the cbitacles
which may lie in your path to glory and virtue, in an age when
thoufands are treating the doftrines we maiatain as unintelligi-
blé—and the duties we praétife as irrational—permit us to bring
to your view fome of the proofs of the pivINE ORIGIN OF
THAT GospeL, which has been preached unio you, which
alfo ye have received, and whereinye fland.

The evidences which addrefs the underftandings of all men,
are the performance of miracles, and the accomplifiment of
prophecy ; but there is an evidence, too little regarded, which
particularly addreffes itfelf to the confciences of believers,
equally convincing with any of the reft, and, perhaps, in point
of perfpicuity and ufefulnefs, fuperior to them all. It confifts
in that confciousnefs, which every Chriftian in his meafure poi-
feffes, that he is born of incorruptible feed ; and is well expref-
{ed by the beloved difciple, where he fays, < He that believeth
on the Son of God, hath the witnefs in him(elf.” We know not
any occafion an which this evidence can be more feafonably
illuftrated and enforced, than when writing to fuch as have
tafted chat the Lord is gracious.

\z’e wifh not, brethren, to dire& your thoughts te any fan«
cied internal light, any capricious impulfes, which may be fup-
pofed to fupercede the neceflity of {criptural inftrutions: we
refer to thofe operations of fovereign grace, which include the
regeneration and fanétifying of the heart, ftrong confolation in
trouble, and Lively hopes in death. A
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As he who formed the mind is the author and finither of ouz
faith, we are not furprized that there is a vifible harmony be-
tween the natural faculties and relative circumftances of the one,
and the divine extellencies of the other. An underftanding
deeply penetratinig is the privilege of few; and ftill fewer are
bleit with the external means which fwell its capacity and aflift
its refearches:. Ye fee your calling, brethren, how that not
many wi{¢ men after the fleth, not many miglity, not many
noble, are éalled. If the proofs of the truth of the Gofpel were
to be derived only from the inveftigation of ancient hiftories;
she collecting of original manufcripts, the acquifition of {everal
Ianguages, or the purfuit of deep metaphyfical reafonings, by
far the greater part of mankind muft remain invincibly ignorant
of its heavenly nature. But God, of his infinite wifdom and
goodnefs, has made provifion for the poor.——He has let fall into
the bofom of the Chriftian, who has both to pray and to toil

* for the daily bread of himfelf and family; a 4ey which can open
every door of the doubting caftle. 'The -evidence we are con-
templating is fo plain, that the wayfaring man, though a fool,
nced not err; fo rational, that the attempts of the enemy to
gainfay or refift are impertinent and abortive ; and fo univer/al,
that babes, young men, and fathers, in Chrift, may alike enjoy
its power.

We poffefs, naturally; that intimacy with ourfelves which
renders the perception of the exercife of our fenfes, affetions,
and underftandings, obvious to us all. Should a philofopher
tell you that the morning fun tan fhed no laftre on the hills—
that there is no noife in the thunders of fumimer—and that there
areno {uch paflions as joy and grief—that an human being is not
able to reafon, or if he be, that he cannot dijtinguifh the ope~
rations of his mind j—you would rejet his affertions, con-
vinced that if you know not thefe things you know nothing ;
convinced, that thefe are to be claffed among thofe felf-evident
fa&ts which "do not properly admit of proof, bécaufe nothing
in their fuppost can be adduced plainer than themfelves. In
jike manner, fhould an infidel affert, that there is no glory in
the perfon of Jefus—no térrors in the law of God to the tranf~
greflor—no joy in the Holy Ghoft—no brokennefs of heart for
fin—that there exifts no fuch power of difcernment as that whick
Paul afcribes to him that is {piritual ;—the believer, having an
internal fenfe of moral truth, perceives clearly that fuch decla-
rations are falfe. :

. Permit us, brethren, to illuftrate the nature of this evidence
more fully. Does the infidel declare that the Bible is an impo-
fition on the credulity of mankind? Your experience can an-
fwer, ¢ Unlefs the law of God had been our delight, we had
perithed in our afflitiens.” 'Have you heard him affert, that
Chritt was an impofter 2 You know he is miftaken ; for Chriit

is
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is formed in you the hope of glory. More blind than the
Jewith ruler, does he ridicule the doétrine of the regeneration
of the heart ?~You know what it means, and from its influ-
ence argue its origin. Once you loved the world; now you
place it beneath your feet. Once you faw no lovelinefs in reli-
gion; but now her ways are. pleaiantnels. Pious perfons yca
once hated; now they are your beloved affociates ;—and for the
very reafon which formerly commanded your averfion, becaule
they bear the image of the heavenly. Effe@s like thefe are ir-
refiftible proofs that you have paffed from death unto life. In
vain does an infidel contend, that it -is abfurd to fuppofe that
God would pardon fin by fo firange a means as the death of his
Son :—the ghriﬁian has felt the efficacy of the blood of Chrift
on his confcience. It 1s of no avail his deriding the idea of aa
infernal agent:—you know you have fuch an enemy, and are
pot ignorant of hisdevices. Let the foes of piety, if they
pleafe, term our religion wild and vifionary :—we have felt its
foothing power, when our bodies have been tortured with paia 3
when our friends have been removed from our embraces, wien
the waters of complicated afflition have overwhelmed us.

This inward conviétion affited the primitive Chriftians to
hold faft the faithful word. While the unbelieving Jews and
Greeks were requiring a fign and feeking after wifdom, the dif-
g:.iFles beheld, in a crucified Saviour, the power and the wifdom
of God. No oppofition could induce them to be athamed-of a
fyftem, which js the power of God unto falvation to every one
that believeth.

In the days of our Lord, when Philip could not immediately
anfwer Nathaniel’s obje@tion to the Mefliahthip of jefus, farif-
fied that he had found him of whom Mofes, in the law and the
prophets, did write, he requefted Nathaniel to come and fee.
We may give the fame invitation, both to the friends and enc-
mies of Chriftianity. Come and fee, how fivearers become praying
perfons—how the unclean become chafte—how fabbath breakers
become "devout—how he that fiole fteals no more, but rather
labours, working with his hauds the thing which is good. Come
and fee how the churlith becomeliberal, and the inebriated fober;
fee right hands cut off and right eyes plucked out, rather than
the whole body fhould be caft into hell. Come and ¢ fee how
a Chriftian can die” and whether you behold him furrounded
with weeping friends on his couch in the cifamber, or with ex-
ulting enemies at the ftake amid the flames, you may hear him
finging with furprife and joy, O death avhere is thy fling ? Come
Lord Jefus come quickly !

We are fenfible, brethren, that infidels may reject this evi-
dence as unfounded; bur, while we afk them to aflign fome
other adequate caufe, if they can, for the important changes we
have named, we beg of you to remember, that the natural man
o receiveth
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veceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God,_for they are feof-
#fhoefs unto him ; neither can he know them, becaufe they are
{piritually difcerned. o -

. This change of heart and condu&, this inward witnéfs you
need not be told is not of your own producing. ~ God, whois
rich in mercy, hath quickened us together with Chrift. Neither
moral {uafion nor Gentile philofophy, could have accomplifhed
it. It could have been eftefied neither by the providences of
God, nor by the miniftry of the Gofpel itfelf, feparate from the
power of the Holy Ghoft. Indeed, the eppofition made to it
by our depravity, the world and the tempter. prove it a work
effentially different from their natuve and influence.

‘Panl when ftanding on the flairs in Jerufalem, when fpeaking
for himf{elf before Agrippa, and - when writing to the Galatian
Churches, demonftrates the truth of the Gofpel, and his com-
mifioi to prociaim it, from the hiftory of his converfion.
We with you, Brethren, ever to exeicife that wifdom which
dwells with prudence: but, we would recommend 1o ygu on pro-
per occafions, even in the prefence of infidels, to relate the flory
of your converfion to God. Some, like the Jews, may deride
ycu 3 many, like Agrippz, may be almoft perfuaded to become
Chriftians; whlle others, by the blefling of Ged, may be mads
not almeft, but altogether difciples of Jefus Chrift.

It is frequently obferved refpefting prophecy, thatit is a
growing evidence; the fame is true as to the wimefs within,
"The more you grow in grace and in the knowledge of Chrift,
the fironger will be your faith: purity and ftability are the com-
panions of each other.

Suffer s then, dear Brethren, to exhort you to every gogd
word and work. Enable your minifters, while they behold your
faith, your patience and charity, to fay, ¢« Ye are our epiftles
*¢ written in our hearts, known and read of all men.” Dwell
much in your meditations on redemption by Chrift the Son of
God, increafing in love to him who firft loved you and to your
Brethren in the Lord. ILet grace and truth govern all your
aftions. Pray for and purfue the profperity and peace of Je-
sufalem. Mortify the deeds of the body. Mind not the world
nor the things of the world. Let your converfation be in
Heaven. In fhort, labopr to attain to foch 2 progrefs in know-
Iedge and purity, as fhall compel a wicked world to exclaim
with the damfel of Philippi, ¢ Thefe men are the fervants of
¢ the Moft High God.” _ '

Though the evidence we have been explaining brightens
with our advance in the divine life, yet we hope none of ycu
wiil write bitter things againft yourfelves, becaufe the know-
ledge or joys of your brethren may be greater than youss.
While we expett youto give all diligence to make your calling
and ele@ion fure, we wilh youto semember, that the evidenge

: lies
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Liesin the fadt itfelf. Fire isas truly in the finoking flax asin
the great voltano; the fmall duft of the balance is as really 2
part of the creation as the mountain of Libanus,

A careful inveftigation of the work of grace on the heart,
will enable each of you to fay before Jehovah, with a great
divine of the laft century, « Ifee no dofirine fo pure and
« heavenly, as bearing the image and fuperfeription of God ; nor
«¢ any fo fully confirmed and delivered by the atteftation of thy
¢ ownomnipotency ; nor any which fo purely pleads thy cauie,
< calls the {oul from felf and vanity, condemns its fin, purifies
«¢ itand leads it direGly unto thee. Thou haft mercifully given
¢ me the witnefs in myfelf! not an unreafonable perfuafion 'in
¢ my mind, but that renewed nature, thofe holy and heavenly
< defires and delights, which fure can come from none but thee.
<« And O! how muchmore have I perceived it in many of thy
<¢ fervants than in myfelf. Thou haft caft my lot among the
<« fouls that Chrift hath healed; I have daily converfed with

"¢t fuch whom he hath raifed - from the dead. I have feen the
- ¢ power of thy Gofpel upon finners. All the love that ever
¢t I perceived kindled towards thee, and all the true obedience
t I ever {aw performed to thee, hath been effefted by the word,
< of Jefus Chriff. And if confidence in Chrif be yet deceis,
¢ muft Inot fay that thou haft deceived me, who I know canft
< neither be deceived, nor by any fallidod or fedu&ion
¢ deceive?d”

You will perceive with the pious Watts, that this is apowerful
witaefs, and ever ready to baffie the moft learned {fophifmsand the
boldeft temptations: it lies fo near, that it is a prefent fhield
againft every arrow from the camp of infidelity. Itis anfargu-
ment drawn from fenfe and vital experience, and effeftually
an{wers all the fubtle cavils of falfe reafonings. The quibbles
of logic againft the experience of the Chriftian, are but as darts
of ftubble againft the {cales of a leviathan,

_ That you may enjoy this earneft of the Spirit, this un&ion
from the holy One, more and more, is the hearty prayer of
Beloved Brethren, Your Servants for Chrif's fake.

Signed in behalf of the whoie..

SAMUEL JONES, .Modemti)r.
PETER WILSON, Clerk.

R ———

Fes. 1801.] ¥ ' FRENCH
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FRENCH PRISONERS AT LIVERPOOL.

Thefe poor creatures are mentioned in our former
Number, p. 251, as kindly noticed by the Miffionary
Society. The Rev. Mr. P};wt-refs took his leave of them.
Lord’s-day morning, Jan. 4, after holding a Meeting
in the Officers’ room, which was crowded with Proteft-
ants (near forty) ; many Catholics alfo were prefent. He
had much the fame attendance the Lord’s-day before,
when he preached ‘to them, with the affiftance of the
voung Officer mentioned in our laft, and was happy.
"[he attention they paid to the Word was very encou-
raging ; fo that he was carried above all the unpleafant-
nefs of his fituation, and felt as if he had been among
his beft friends. “When he concluded prayer, they pretty
gencrally cried, “ God grant it! Amen”—and moft heartily
thanked him. Some of them afterwards came to requeft
tie would write out the difcourfe, that they might have it
to read, faying, it was very pleafing and comfortable to
them. They likewife exprefled themfelves much in. the
fame way the preceding Lord’s-day, adding, ¢ If ever.
you come into our country, we will give you any thing
you want in our power.” Informing them that the Rev.
Mr. Bruce would endeavour to vifit them once a week
in the fame way, they feemed much pleafed.

Mr. Pewtrefs has reafon to believe that his vifit among
them has been attended with fome degree of ufefulnefs,
though he is not poflefled of evidence that any have
been truly converted. There has been manifefted a
ferious attention by many, a fpirit of inquiry, and great.
concern to kfiow and underftand the word of God.
- Several aflured him they were continually reading the-
Teftaments and Tradts ; that they found them good,
and would preferve and carry them home to their friends.
Several learnt and faid the Catechifm to him3. and they
keep up a Mceting, for reading and converfation, among
themfelves. When he diftributed the Catechifms in the
Hofpital, they were fo eager for them, that fome got out
of bed in their fhirts to beg one, and many of the Ca-
tholics exprefled their approbation of them.

Mr. Pewtrefs left with them feveral volumes of Saurin’s
Sermons, in their own language,, and is now gone, under
the patronage of the fame Society, to vifit the vaft multi-
tudes of prifoners at Yaxley Barracks, Norman’s Crofs,
near rSt’ilton, in Huntingdonthire, May he enjoy great
fuccels .
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MR. ROBINSON’s LECTURES ON NONCONFORMITY.

T the Baptift Affociation at Hemil Hempftead,
A Herts, May 14, 15, 1776.

Second Day; Mr. Jones began the fervice in prayer.
M:. Robinfon, the Moderator, informed the Aflembly—

That, from accurate accounts lately colleted by
that worthy fervant of Chrift; the Rev. foﬁah Thomp-
fon, of London, and tranfmitted to him; it appeared

That there were 1243 congregations of Proteftant Dif-
fenters in England and Wales of the Prefbyterian, Inde-
pendent, and Baptiff denomination. '

That 444 of them were Baptift congregations, and

‘That, on the whole, the Baptift caufe was vifibly
increafing, although the whole caufe of nonconformity
was fuppofed to be delining.

That, he feared the caufe declined for want of being
underftood.

That, while we were zealous in maintaining the doc-
trine and morality of the gofpely we fhould alfo take
pains to inculcate the grounds and reafons of our diffent
from the eftablifhed hierarchy,

That therefore he rcquezed leave to lay before the
affembly the general outlines of a plan for the better in-
forming of our people, efpecially our young people, of the
nature and importance of this fubje&.

Refolved unanimoufly, That the Moderator propofe
his plam .

The Moderator propofed to make a generdl divifion of
cach of our congregations into three parts:—the firft is the
church, and they are fuppofed to underftand the matter,
or at leaft to have free accefs to the paftor for information.
The fecond, of children, to be catechifed in the firft prin-
ciples of religion ; and the third, of catechumens to con-
fift of young perfonsy and particularly of thofe who
defired admiffion to church fellowthip ; that to thefe the
paftor thould, for the fpace of about two hours, in one
evening in a fortnight, during the winter half year, give

Y 2 a lecture
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a:le@ure on the fubjet of non-conformity, in the mannar-
of the Rev. Mr. Pjalmer’s catechifm ; one le€ture on the
hiftory and another o the principles of the non-conform-
ifts, in fome fuch manner as the profeflors in an univer-
fity give leQures to their pupils. He expatiated on the
advantages of this plan, and wifhed fome one of the
minifters would draw up an analyfis of a courfe of fuch
leCtures for the ufe of the Aflociated Churches, on zil
which he begged the advice of this Affembly.

After fully. difcuffing the above plan, it was refolved,

“That the plan is eligible and may be ufeful; and that
the moderator (Mr. Robinfon) is defired to draw up fuch
an analyfis and lay it before the Affociation next year.

REGIUM: DONUM
TO THE PRESBYTERIANS IN IRELAND.

‘A Writer in one of the Periodical Publications fays,
« There is, I think, of the [Royal] Bounty a/ready.ob~
tained, on the Jrih Eftablithment, in the whole, 2,20cl.
including 1000l given in -Lord Northington’s admi-
niftration ;. 600l. being befare granted in the reign of
Charles II. and 60ol more in the reign of William. On
the Englifh Eftablifhment, I believe there is 8ool. a grant
irom George I. cqually divided between the North and
-and the Southern Affociations, whole congregations being
o much fewer than thofe in Ulfter, and {till leflening,
the annual ftipend of Government [to each congregation
perhaps, the writer means] is already more than 30l. and
will foon amount to 40l.”” ~ This ftatement is made in
confequence of a large augmentation of Rayal Bounty about
to be. granted to the Prefbyterian Clergy.of the North of
~ Ireland. By this ““-new alliance of Church and State,” the
Author of this article fays, ¢ the genius of their Church
policy feems now 'in a fZir way to become, though not
formally, a fecondary and fupplemental State Religson ;”
and ¢ it forebodes a fchifm and feparation among the
Prefbyterian Clergy themfelves, and a fchifm and fepara-
tion of the Laity from the Clergy—a feparatjon of popu-
lar attachment to that order of men.” He adds, ¢« I
believe the country ftipends over the whole extent of the
-Synod of Ulfter do not average at more than 40l. per ann.”
Certain friends of the Regifter are defirous of know-
ing whether this is a fair ftatement of falls; and then,
whether there appears fufficient ground for the apprehen-
iions that arc here exprefled ? ORDI~
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Mr. GEorGE KerLy was called to the work of the miniftry
“oy Dr. Rippon’s church; with perfeét unanimity. He has been
a ftudent under Dr. Ryland for feveral years, and was ordained,
as-under, at Northampton, 13th Nov. 17g9. :

Extra&, Jan. 6, 1801.—* Met at half after ten in the
‘morning. Brother Reynold Hog, of Thrapftone, read fuita-
‘ble fcriptures and prayed. Brother Sutcliff, of Olney, opened
the bufinefs of the day by fignifying the occafion of our meet-
ing ; explaining the nature and privilege of a gofpel church,
and then afked the ufual queftions relative to the proceedings of
the church in their choice of a minifter, which were anfwered
by brother Jof. Dent, the fenior deacon. My motives alio in
accepting the invitation. being given, the church recognized
their call, of which I. fignified my approbation, and then de-
livered my confeflion of faith.— Brother Edmunds, of Guil{-
borough, prayed the ordination prayer, - accompanied with the
laying on of hands.—Brother Fuller, of Kettering, delivered
the charge from Col. iii. chap. firft claufe of 16th verfe—~Ler
the avard of Chriff dwell in you righly in all awifdom—a moft fe-
rious, faithful, affeCting difcourfe.—Dr. Ryland preached to thg
people from 1 Cor. iv. 1. His heart was much engaged in the .
fervices of the day. Towards the clofe of his fermon, while
addrefling the rifing generation, tears of pity and compaffion
exprefled that for which invention could not find words; and
the tender, the pathetic, ftifled that mafculine energy which
feems fo peculiarly chara&eriftic of the Doétor’s preaching ; and -
an abrupt clofe, not for want of matter, but becaufe language
had never been invented to exprefs his feelings, left a cronded
auditory either in tears, or aftonithment. I have reafon to be-
lieve that the prayers of that day have been anfwered in the
congregation. We have fince the ordination been much
crouded with youag people, fome of whom have joined, and
others are about to join the church. Of many more from the
age of eight to twenty, we form the moft pleafing expeéta-
tions—Lord grant that the early blofloms may become matured
fruit! Brother Blundel, of Arnfby, clofed the fervice with
prayer between one and two o’ciock, : .

< -Evening met at fix. Brother Heighton prayed, Mr. Hall,
of Cambridge, preached from 1 Pet. i. 4 This was a fer-
vice long to be remembered—many, I believe, who were prefent
felt as if he had drawn afide the curtain which feparates be-
tween the faints in a militant ftate and the fpirits in glory, and
had been favoured with the luxury of realizing the bleflednefs
of beatified fouls. ‘We faid ¢ Itis good for us to be hereb '

Y3 ut
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but the fervice terminated. We were yet in the flefh.—Bro-
ther Morris, of Clipftone, clofed the memorable day in prayer.,

" ¢« We have had a confiderable revival, which I believe was
much promoted by reading publicly the printed accounts from
America. We are in peace among ourfelves, and fince laft
fpring have baptized 32, five of whom were pxzdobaptit mem-
bers of the church before, Our public and private affemblies
are well attended. The young people hold prayer meetings
moft evenings in the week; and, all things confidered, we have
abundant reafon for gratitude.” :

————

Rev. Mr. R. Davis, Liverpool, fucceflor to the late Rev.
Mr. Medley. Extra&, Dec. 29, 1800. ¢ I was ordained Aug.
14th laft, Mr. Bruce, the independent minifter of this town,
began the fervice of the day by reading appropriate portions of
the word and by prayer. Mr.Littlewood, of Rochdale, then ex-
plained the nature and ftated the propriety of ordination as per-
formed by diffenters; addrefled the ufual queftions to the
church and to me, which being anfwered, he received my con-
feflion - of faith. Mr. Fawcett then offered the ordination
prayer with impofition of hands, and delivered the charge,
which was grounded on the words of Chrift concerning John,
He awas a burning and a fbining light. John v. 35. If evera
genuiné prayer from my heart afcended "to the divine throne, it
was while he deferibed the knowledge, zeal, and purity, which
Chrift fo highly efteems in his miniftets. I ardently longed that
my-future life and labours might afford an illuftrious example of -
the text, and of the charge connefted with it, Mr. Littlewood
then addreffed the church in a moft {uitable manner, from Phil.
i.2¢. Mr. Pilling, of Goodftiaw chapel, gave out the hymns,
and concluded in prayer. Many found it a time of refrefhing
from.the prefence of the Lord ; and we think we are warranted

“to hope that the tranfactions of that day upon earth were ratified
and approved in heaven. Since then, we have baptized and
received into the Church 26, and expe&, next Lord’s day, to,
baptize and receive four more ; feveral of thofe are profefledly
the fruit of my own miniftry ; and all declare they have learnt
the way of the Lord more perfeétly under it. A monthly
preyer meeting has fince been eftablifhed, with the fame objeét,
and at the fame time, as the other Churches have it throughout
the kingdom. 7har and all our prayer meetings arc well at-
tended ; and we truft the Church in general find their hearts
are comforted, being knit together in love. But we have had
our trialstoo: a {eparation has taken place ; neverthelefs, we
hope it will be for good in the iflue, as we have not loft, per-
haps, more than 100 hearers and members together, and our
friends that are gone have many more than that number attend
with them. We fhall fincerely rejoice to fee two flourifhing

i Churches
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Lhurches in the populous town of Liverpool, inftead of one.
We often pray for the prevalence of divine truth: itis well to
ftand prepared for the means in which the Lord will anfwer our
prayers, as well 3s for the end itfelf.”

The laft Ordination in the Century.

Mr. Benjamin Garree was ordained over the indepen-
dent church, late under the paftoral charge of the Rev. Dr.
Stafford, Dec. 31, 1800. :

Mr. Braok{bank began in prayer.

Dr. Fither ftated the bufinefs of the day; afked the ufua
queftions, and received the confeffion of faith. ,

Mr. Child, one of their deacons, related the principal fteps
which the church had taken fince the death of their late vene-
sable and aged paftor, and particularly in refpe& of Mr. Gaffee ;
his report was delivered extempore, but in a wery clear, con-
aelfed, and pleafing wanner.

Mr. Gaffee’s confefion’ of faith followed. His uncle, Mr.
Gaffee (of Hadfield, Broad Oak, Effex) then afcended the pul-
pit; and prayed the long or ordination prayer. '

Mr. Goode, of White’s Row, gave the charge from Aéts xviii.
24, 25. He recommended to Mr. Gaffee’s notice the charac-
ter of Apollos, who in the F1rsT place was inflructed in the way
of the Lord. . *Tis the great work of a minifter to teach mien,

ut particularly to teach men the way of the Lord, and minif-
ters therefore fhould be well inftru@ed themfelves in the way of
the Lord—¢¢ His watchmen are blind,” is a charge which was
brought againft fome of old. We are to feed the people with
knowledge and underftanding. ~ Apollos was perhaps religiously

edncated when a child, perhaps alfo fat at the feet of one of
John’s difciples (or was one of John’s.) You, Sir, was cate-
chifed in your childhood. Inftruét the young committed to
your care, in the ways of the Lord. You have al{o been re-
ceiving an academical education farther to inftruét you in the
fame good way; your ftudies are finithed, but your knowledge
is yet incomplete—give yourfelf to reading, and aim to be like
Apollos mighty in the feriptures. Where is the man, who has
.dived fo far in them, as that he can go no farther #~——Many
have faid refpeéting the knowledge neceffary or ufeful to a mi-
nifter, the fpirit of God needs none of man’s learning,—with much
greater truth and propriety it may be {aid ke jpiriz of God needs
70 man’s ignarance.~—What Apollos knew he taught, what he
did not know he was willing to learn, yea he difcovers his thirt
for knowledge in his humbly fitting as a learner at the feet of
a tent-maker and his wife.

II. He awas fervent in fpirit: he had heat as well as light.
{Here Mr. G. cautioned Mr. Gaffee againit an intemperate zeal
that bad been fo baneful to true religion, recommending to him

Y 4 ' a lively
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a lively and profperous religion in his own foul) if not a fer-
vent Chriftian,; not likely to be a fervent minifter. Let your
reverence of divine things be equal to your fervor. I hate that
preaching moft which tends to make men laugh. A judicious,
bumble, affeftionate zeal is abfolutely neceflary to a fuccefsful
minifter, and nothing but this will enable him to perfevere
through the many difficulties in his way, (Here he ftated at
large the various advantages to himfelf and people which
might be expeted from fuch a zeal.)

1Idly. H: taught diligtﬁtly the things wwbhich be heard. An
idle minifter is of all men the moft ufelefs and abominable.

*Tis not a caufe of {mall import
The paftor’s care demands,
But what might fill an angel’s heart,
And fil’d a Saviour’s hands. Dr. Doddridge.

<¢ Shew thyfelf a workman,” guard againtt a rendom, lazy and
Fimfy kind of preaching. Let your {fubje®s be farhomed, not
fkim’d ; difeiffed, not merely propofed ; preach not only what
is according to the analogy of faith, or what may be faid in
genenal, but what belongs.to your particular text.

Methinks I hear you fay who is fufficient, &c. &c. a few en-
couraging things and I conclude.

1. Think of the worth of immortal fouls.

z. Though the work be difficult yet ’tis honorable.

3. Remember the awful refponfibility attached to your office.

" 4 Think how much of your own comfort depends on the
proper difcharge of the duties of your ftation.

5. You ferve a kind and gracious mafter, who will ftrengthen,
comfort, and fupport you.

6. Keep the glorious reward, the crown of life in view, that
awaits 4ll faithful minifters. ‘

The fermon was heard with great fatisfaction.

Mr. Barber prayed.

Mr.Knight,of the Borough,preached to the church on 2 Chron.
xv. laft part 2d ver. The Lord is avith you awhile ye be with bim,
and if ye feck him he will be found of you, but if ye forfake bim
be will forfake you.

Mr. Knight delivered himfelf with great ferioufnefs, but his
brethren, wha preceded him in the fervice, cramped him as to
time ; fo that he could but juft mention fome of the greateft
articles of his difcourfe.

Mr. Ford, of Stepney, concluded the fervige of the day.

May an abundant blefling follow the refpe@able union!

Firg Ordination in the Century. Fan. 1, 1801.—The Rev.
Mr. Wum. WinTERBOTHOM, Succeflor of the Rev. Mr. Gibbs,
was ordained Pastor of the Baptift Church at Plymouth.—My.

: : Jofeph
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Jofeph Sprague read the Scriptures, and prayed.—Mr. Redding,
of Truro, delivered the introduory difcourfe, atked the ufual

yeftions, and received - the confeflion.—Mr. Steadman, of

ock, prayed the Ordination Prayer.——Mr. Birt, of the fame
place, addreded the Minifter from Rev. ii. 10.~—~Mr. Sharp,
of Briftol, preached to the people from Gal. v. 13, 14,15, 16.—
Mr. Steadman concluded in prayer.—~The Hymns were given
out by Brother Sprague, of Bovey.

R

New Meeting Houfe at Reading, Berks.

ON December 2, 1800, the New Independent Meeting
Houfe, in Broad Street, Reading, belonging to the Rev. Mr.
Douglas and his people, wasopened.

Finding that their old place of worfbip was inconvenient,
and that their congregation had confiderably increafed under
the miaiftry of their prefent paftor, the Church have erefted 2
new building on the old fite, combining neatnefs with elegance.
The whole expenfe of [.2000, we learn, has been liberally
defrayed by themfelves. '

On the day of opening it, there were three fervices.—In the
Morging Mr. Scholfield, of Henly, and Mr. Winter, of New-
berry, prayed. Mr. Clayton, of London, preached on Luke
vil. 5.—He loveth our nation and hath built us a [ynagogue.
While he was ftating the nature of public worfhip in connexion
with the duties we all owe to our country, it clearly appeared
that the promotien of religion 1s the beft patriotifm.

Afternoon~—Mr. Morris, of Amerfham, and Mr. Evans, of
Abingdon, prayed. Then Mr: Hinton, of Oxford, preached
on Hag. 1i, 9.~The glory of the lditer boufe fball be greater, &c.
His introduction was.the hiftory of the text ; and the prefence
of Chrift as the glory of his Church _gave the leading feature of
his fermon. Mr. Lovegrove, of Wallingford, concluded the
fervice by prayer.

Ewening.—Dr. Davis prayed. Mr., Hughes, of Batterfea,
preached on John ix. 27.—Will ye alfi be bis difeiples? He
addrefled the queftion to the audience in four views :—As the
language of inquiry.—Of doubt.—Of encouragement.—And of
congratalation. Mr. Cook, of Maidenhead, difmiffed the af-
fembly by prayer and the benedition.

Takeit all together, it was a day of a fuperior kind. The

eneral impreflions of it were great ferioufnefs and {olemnity,
mtermingled witk cheerful joy, fraternal affeCtion, and a2 warm
congern for the interefts of Zion,

OBITUARY.
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TH‘E Rev, Jokn Reynell, formerly dissenting minister at Ply.
mouth for upwards of 20 years, and for the last 16 years at
Thorverton, died 27th Sept. 1800.

The same day died, at Sidbury, Devon, the Rev. Mr. Haywards
indepeadent minister of that place.

On Tuesday, O&. 8, died, after a very lingering illness, aged
36, Miss Lydia Yallowley, a daughter of Mr. Yallowley, of 151;.
‘Whitbread’s Brewhouse. She had been several years a Member
of the Church in Dean-ftreet, Southwark, under the  paftoral care
of the Rev. Mr. Button. She bore her illness with remarkable

atience, enjoyed a fteady hope, and departed happy in the Lord.—

er grave is in Bunhill-fields, 46,47 East and West, 26,27 North -
and South.

Tuesday, Nov. 25, Mr. Robert Cottle, Bristol, of an inflammation
in the lungs, in the qist year of his age. He was baptized by
the late Rev. John Tommas in the year 1761. The Rev. James
Newton, one of the Tutors of the Baptist Academy in that City,
boarded at his house above twenty years. His body was interred
in the burying-ground belonging to the Chuarches of Broadmead,
and the Pithay. The Rev. Mr. Sharp addressed the mourners at
;l{le grave ; ard preached a very soothing powerful discourse on

uth iz, 21,

Thursday, Dec. 11, died, at Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, in the
58th year of his age, the Rev..Thomas Mabbott, Pastor of the
Baptist Church in that place. He was born at Digby, Lincoln-
shire, in Nov. 1742, of pareits in circumstances of mediocrity,
who gave him an education suited to their circumstances.
‘They were by religious profession of the Establishment ; but he

rew up as igmorant of God as if he had been born of Heathens.

nearly life he was fond of that kind of liberty which leads young
people intobondage. - Into most Kinds of sin he eagerly ran, and
continued in_open profaneness, notoriously so, till 1764, when he
was married, and resided at Naneby, in Lincolnshire, a dark and
dissipated place, where there 'was then, he believed, but one family
that had the fear of God before their eyes; they were of Mr.
Westley’s denomination. Under one of their Preachers he felt
some slight conviétions; however they were so impressive, as to
make his wife fear he was going to turn Culamite—a nickname
given in that neighbourhood to pious people. These convictions
he pretty much stifled for a while, till one morning, in 2 house of
one of the Methodists, he took up a little book which a child was
carrying from chair to chair; it was John Bunyan’s Sighs from
Hell, or the Groansof a Damned Soul, He asked to borrow the
book ; but it was replied, ¢ You will not read it—itis a Culamite
book.” Tt was lent him. Beginning this book, he found he was
in the road to Hell ;—arrows of conviftion were now fastened in
his heart, and as he went on with the book, the Lord went on
with hiswork. Mr. Mabbot was now affrighted out of the prattice
of gross sin, though he knew but little yet of the spirituality of the
izw against which it was a transgression, and of ceurse un:icr‘i

stoo
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stood but little of the evil nature of sin, and of the beauties of
Christ. His manuscript says, ¢ This book left me killed without
a cure; as Iunderstood not the encouraging part of it, Idid not
think myself entitled to the good it pointed to; for I did not then
know any thing of the Gospel good news to the vilest of sinners,
but ran from Church to Church, to hear from the Clergy how L
might keep from Hell, and get to Heaven when I died. All I
heard was, that we myst be honest men, and keep to Church and
Sacraments. I thought I would be as good as the best, but never
could satisfy mv conscience : my religion was all slavish fear, and
ended in disappointment.”— About this time he met with an o/d
book, .from which he understood that there could be no salvation
by the works of the Law; and reading the Bible with attention,
his former hopes began to decline, and great distress followed.
Reading farther on in his old book, one Lord’s-day morning, ke
clearly understood, for the first time, that Salvation was by grace,
through Christ. From that moment he pursued Salvation by
grace, not by works; and says, ¢ this made me work more in
prayer, reading, thinking, and inquiring, than before.”—Read-
ing one of Mr, Whitfield’s Sermons on ‘¢ the Lerd our righteous-
ness,” he was delivered from his distress, and experienced the
pleasures of religion. His acquaintance with the doftrines ac-
cording to godliness having commenced, he recommended them
to others: The Methodist cause here declined, and the Preachers
left coming to the place. His wife soon after was called by grace.
It was his custom at this time, after dinner, to read the Scrip-
tures ; and coming to the case of Ananias, he saw the truth and
importance of Believers Baptism. He opened his mind to his
wite, and said, ¢¢ My dear, I am a Baptist 1”—¢ A Baptist !
said she, ¢ What is that?” He replied, ¢ It is a Christian,
who, out of love to Christ, on a profession of faith in him, does
as Chirist bids him, in being dipped in water, as.a representation
of Christ’s sufferings, death, and resurreétion.” ~After this he
offered himself as a Member to the people at Lincoln, who were
a-branch of the Baptist Church at Horncastle, under Mr. Hill,,
who, preached once a month at Lincoln. He knew but little of
his depraved nature, yet soon felt an evil heart departing from
the living God ; but being restored to a mere spiritual frame of
mind, religion was pleasure; he minded his worldly concerns
better than ever. Vacant Lord’s days at Lincoln were filled up
by ‘the prayers of the more gifted brethren, and by expounding
the Scriptures. Thus Mr. Mabbott’s abilities were discerned,
and he was sent into the work of the Christian Minittry.——In
1774 he was ordained Pastor of a Church of only eight souls and
himself, by the Rev. Mr, Martin, at Spalding. In November
1777 he remeved to Birminghawm, in prospeft of being Co-Pastor
with the Rev. Mr. Turner. Shortly after he removed to Dudley,
in Worcestershire ; from thence, in 1780, to London, being called
by the Church in Mitchell-street, but did not settle there. He
was set apart over the Church in Redcross-street, in 1781 ; from
henee he removed to Hoddesdon, Herts, in Ottober, 1791 ; from
which place he was called to Biggleswade, and was set over the
Charch in' November, 1794, Here he was made the happy in-

strument
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strument of turning many to righteousness. To preach the glad
tidings of Salvation to perishing sinners ; to proclaim the trees
anmerited, and discriminating grace of God the Father, in and
through the sacrifice and righteousness of Christ, and the sanc-
tifying influences of the Holy Spirit was his delightful work.
Diligent and zealous, he pursued his labours for several years past,,
frequently under the pressure of weakness, and the incumbrance
of a diseased body; and when he could ascend the pulpit only
with a slow pice and faultering step, he has preached those truths
asa man enjoying the full vigour of life and animal spirits. Un-
der the afflifting hand of God, he discovered true Christian pa-
tience, and enjoyed peaceful resignation to the will of his Heavenly
Father, being usually favoured with most of the Divine Presence
when moft afffitted.

His complicated disorders at length terminated in a consumption
of the lungs, and during the space of six or eight months Nature
feemed graduelly decaying. He entered his Jast affliction under -
much darkness of mind, which his disorder at that time seemed
calculated to promote, by lulling him jutoa dcdgree of torpid in-
sensibility ; but this being mercifully removed, was succeeded
by thedivine supports, and rich consolations arising from a firm
persuasion of interest in the unchangeable love, mercy, and grace
of God, which accompanied him to the gates of death.

A hearer calling to see him at the time when his friends were
conscious every expeCtation of recovery was lost, finding him free
to converse aboutthe ¢ things that are unseen and eternal,”” in-
quired, ¢ if he feit any thing like that reluctance almost uni-
versally incident to human nature, in the prospect of dissolution »**
He replied, ¢ The last enemy that sl?al-l be destroyed is Death;
that is saving itz an enemyyg I {Eel t an enemy ; there is fome~
thingin this nature that cannot relish Death.”” T'hat person again
addressed him, saving, ‘¢ If we had nothingto look for but a dark
annihilation in the grave, if no bright prospefts in immortality
to animate our hope, what a different confli¢t we should have with
that last enemy!1”° « Ah! (he continued) I have been thinking
on the words of Dr. Watts:

¢ My flesh shall slumber in the ground,
¢ Till the last trumpet’s jovful scund,
{And added with peculiar emphasis)
¢ Then burst the chains with sweet surprize,

. ¢ And'in my Saviour’s image rise.”

“‘{ This vile body shall be fashioned like unto his glorious
bodyt” '

‘And then, speaking of the goodness of the Lord, in not af.
flicting him with a continuance of his late pains, he added,
««'1 have in fa€t lost nothing yet but flesh from the bones: I can
«»e, 1can hear, T canrecolleftas well as ever; I can taste, I can
smell; not a faculty is cither lost or impaired : what a mercy, and
wet dying ¥ - Mentioning, further, his call to the work of the
Minidtry. he said, ¢¢ I was once a wild, a dissolute youth ; I
ihink as giddy, as thoughtless as any in the world ; and appeared
wne of the most unlikely creatures for that office that ever filled it ;
one concerning whom it may be properly asked, ¢ Is ‘not this a
srand plucked out of the burning ” I was indeed a brand (with
tears of gratimde he spoke}, a brand plucked out of the fire!”

: ¢ He
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¢ He found me in a desert land, and in the waste-howling wilder-
tess, but he led me about and inftructed me; he has kept me as
the apple of his eye.” v

A few days afterwards, when his strength appeared much on 'the
decline, on being asked, ¢ If he felt himself comfortable and
happy” he replied, with considerable cheerfulness, ¢ Perfeétly.
so; I have not always the same degree of enjoyment, but I have
no fears; I have done with the world now, I know nothing of it,
and am anxious about nothing but to be rid of this body : but that
in the Lord’s time ; it will not belong now ; the Lord Jesus will
soon come and take me home'to himself.”

Atanother time,. to a question of similar import, he answered,
% Going on, going onas fast as time can. carry me; as much
weaker. as migiit be expected. I am free from pain, my comforts
are great..my faith is strong, my prospetts are bright.” He added
more, butlow and indistinct ; 1t was, however, perceived to be
expressive of peace and joy, in the delightful anticipation he en-
joyed of a future felicity.

« So firm a hope of glory near,
Spreads life and joy abroad ;
O’tis a heaven worth dying for
To see a smiling God I WarTs,

Being visited soea after, still lingering in life, he could say But
few words; yct the few were comforting, and very significant ¢
“ My good hope, through grace, remains unshaken.”” And when
the lamp of life was just glimmering, his friend inquired. ¢¢ if he
was still happy--ifall within was peace * hereplied, ¢ Yes, blessed’
be God forit!”” The person added, ¢ The Lord has promised’
that he will never leave nor forsake his people.”” He continued,.
* No, never, never.”” At parting, iie addressed the dving Saint,.
¢ I must now take my final farewel of you, Sir.”” ¢ Yes (he
answered) we nrust part 3 tite Lord bless vou! farewel! but not
for ever : we shall meet again, O WE SHALL MEET AGAIN!

«* Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly !” was his language more
than once in the night preceding his departure ; and he continued
with perfect ease, both in body and mind, till his Lord came : even
in passing through the Jordan of Deuth all was a perfect calm,

¢« And not a wave of trouble roll’d’
Across his peaceful breast.””

Thus terminated the career of a man, who was eminently a brand
plucked out of the burning, and had spent about 28 yearsin preuache
ing the'everlasting Gospel. .

As a Minister, he was faithful, fervent, and affeGtionate; his
sentiments were Evangelical and Calvinistic. The edification ot
the people ot his charge, and an earnest desire for the good of
souls in general, lay near.his heart, and only ceased in death; bat
he often exceeded due limits, in bewng much too loud and too long in
the Pulpit—an- habit rarely attended with.such. desirable efietts-
as Ministers are ready to expelt, but is ruinous to themselves,
and often creates a disguft in the minds even of a serious audience,
which mars the whole service.- Its destrultive consequences.
Mr. Mabbot was fully persuaded of when too late to remedy the
evil he was-conscious of having sustained. He declgred, a littls
before his death, that he believed his disorders were in a great
measure occasioned by such extravagancies.
’ According:
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According to the necessary arrangements which he had made
for his funeral obsequies, on Friday, Dec. 19, his mortal remains
were committed to their original dust, in sure and certain hope of
being raised again to a glorious immortality. The corpfe was car-
ried to the grave by six of his Church Members, and the pall sup-

orted by six Ministers, viz. the Re¥. Dr. Gordon, of St. Neot’s,
Rev. Mr. Geard, Hitchin; Gamby, Southill ; Mayle, Blunham ;
Paine, Gamlingay ; Nichols, Kimbolton.

Rev. Mr. Payne delivered the oration at the grave, and after
the interment a funeral discourse was preached by the Rev. Mr.
Geard to a very crouded audience from the following words, by
the appointment of the deceased, being strikingly applicable to his
experience. Deut., xxxii. 0. ¢ He ifoumi him in a desart land, t'c.”

We are favoured with extrats from his diary, but as his son,
Mr. Mabbott, Master of the Protestant dissenting charity school,
Bartholomew Close, is likely to publish a more copious memoir of
his father, we finish this article here, hoping that the intended pub-
lication will meet with general encouragement.

The members of the Baptist church in Swift’s&lley;,Dublin, have
acquainted Dr.Rippon with the melancholy news of the death of
Rev. Mr. Daniel, their pastor, who departed this life Dec. 22, of @
violent fever, universally regretted.

This affeéting event, happening at a period when his exertions
were more than ordinary, causes a considerable loss to the church,
-as there was reason to hope that Providence intended him as an
honoured idstrument in reviving 4 very decayed interest.

An amiable friend from England, not knowing of his dissolu.
tion, went to his place of worship, expetting to hear him preach..
The service was just commenced. The pulpit hung in black,
and the congregation being-in mourning, she was struck. Dr.
Macdowell, an evangelic Presbyterian, was the preacher. She
soon found she was come to hear Mr. Daniel’s funeral sermon.
‘The text was Heb. viii. 23. This affeCtionate senior minister,
gave a handsome account of the deceased, recommending the wi-
dow to the protection and philanthropy of the congregation, as
beiag in a foreign country, with a fatherless child, far advanced
in her pregnancy, and destitute of any certain support.

‘The Baptist Church, and also the Presbyterian, through good
Dr. Macdoweil’s kindness, were making a collettion for the be-
reaved widow, when our information was sent off. The produce
of it could not be other than uncertain.——We understand that
Mors. Daniel is likely to return to Leighton Buzzard, in Bedford-

shire,where §he resided beforé her marriage.

Jan. 14, 1801, Mrs.Ann Austin, aged 27, wife of Mr. John A.
tinman, Tooley-street, Southwark, who was a candidate for com-
munion in Dr, Rippon’s church. Her removal was owing to a very
bad lying-in. The last Lord’s day evening of her life was spent
very pleasantly by her and her nurse in reading the scriptures to-

ether. On the Monday morning she was impatient till her hus-

and came to pray with her. Soon after, she %radually lost the
use of her intellectual powers; but her nearest relatives have hope
in her death. Dr. Rippon addressed the weepinﬁ survivors at her-
grave in Bunhill Fields, situated 23, 24 East and West; 67, 68
North and South. This interseétion is near the tombs of Dr.
Gill and the Rev, My, Burford,
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In June 1793, printed Queries, from
London, were addrefled to mott of

the popular minifters in England ; |

to which an anfwer was requefted
on or before the 15th of July.

‘The following is the anfwer of the
late Rev. SAMUEL MeDLEY :

I N what county is your place of worfbip
Jotuated ?

In one that’s fea-wath'd all the year,
Yelept in authors—LaNcashIRE.

I what Fown, Parifs, or Village ?
In one where fin makes many a fool,
Know by the name of Liverroor.

Is it a Church, Chaplsy or Mecting ?

‘Why, my good Sir,—tis very true—
*T'is Chapel, Church, and Meeting too 3
And in it things both old and new.

By awhat denomination of profeffing Chriflians is
your Congnegation diffinguifbed ?
By one that’s moft defpifed of all
Which folks, in general, BarTists call.

Vil you favour us with your Chriftian and Sir-"

name at lengih, as the Minifler of the place,
with your Degree, or any other addition ?

My Chriftian-name is called Saént ;
My tir-name rather odd and quaint ;
But to explain the whole with eafe-—
SaiNT.Samurr Med1EY, if you pleafe :
And you, from hence, may plainly fee
That I have taken a orcrEx !

Have you an Affiflant Minifler—=be pleafed to
JSubjoin: bis name likewife ?
©'Yes! I've One of whom I boalt—
Hisname is cali'd Tuzx Hory GrosT!

Whan are your flated Times of Worfoip ?

On Lord’s-days, thrice ;
On week-days, twice.

What Number of People attend ?
A many come, my worthy friend ;
1 dare not fay, they all attend :—
But, tho’ fo many, great and fmall,
1 never number them at all ;
For that was once poor Davip’s fall.

" By what means was the Gofpel firff int rodused,

and what particuter Providence attended: ity
Introduction ¥

*Twas the good hand of God, no doubt
That brought this bleft eveat about 5

But this took place fo long ago,

"That what then happen’d I don’t know,

What Succefs bas the Gofpel had, and what

Oppofition bas it met with ?

All the foccefs that God d:aﬁfgn'd; .
On dead, and dumb, and deaf, and blind ;
And, tho’ oppos'd by earth and hell,
The Lord the Spicit owns it ftill.

What is the prefent State of your Church, and
what encouraging Profpeéts of future Ufe-
Sudnefs 2
The Church is in the wildernefs,
And as for future ufefulnefs,
The pleafing profpc& is—rREZ GRACE.

Ifa Meeting or Chapel, when or by whom was

it firft buils ?
*Twas buile and fimifh’d where it ftands,
Like other places—by men’s hands;
And, as upoa the wall is feen,
In feventeen hundred cighty-nine.

Is it incumtered with debt, ¢, ?

Incumber’d with debt
1t is certainly yet,
Tho’ I at the prefent don’t fate it ;
Bat if ever from home
I a begging fhould come,
T'll readily to you relate it.

Wiat are the names of the ﬁa?'td minifers wiho

bave laboured in your place from its com-
mencement to the prefeat period ?

Not many, as you'll quickly fee;

The only one has been—roor ME.

What particulars concerning abl or ary of them,

or their nuritings, do you think wwill infereft
the public attention 2

Why, I of this queftionof great or of fmall;
To the beft of niy knowledge—know no-

thing ac all,

What places in your neighbourkood ds you Jupply,

wbich have no flated minifler ?

Indeed, good Sir, 1 feldom roam,
Yor { have full employ at home.,
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Ti your neighbourbood favourable te the veception
of the Gofpel ? wwbat obfiruély its progeefs ?
and can-you fuggef any mathod for [preading
it more effectually 2

©ur neighbourhood, as I fuppofe,

But little of the Gofpel knows,

And lefs of love unto it thews.

And for obftruétions--why the chicf

Are ignorance and unbelief ;

And the beft means to make it fpread

Is power fromi Chrift, the Church’s head,

Have any remarkable providences taken place,
©e ?

Yes many—tho’ J think it beft
They be not publicly exprefs'd.

We will thank you for a liff of the miniffers and
places where the Gofpel is faithfully preached
inyour county.

The places are many, and minifters too,

But I can’t recolleét them to fend them to

you.

Pleafe to add the name of the bookfeller, 5.

The bookfeller whom I retain
Is called—Mr, SamMyEL CrARNE,

And thus to your queries I've made a reply,
Which you will receive the fifteenth of July.
And, for the prefent, Sir—Goodbye.

P I e ol

Pleafing Anticipation of Death and Glory.

H ! 1 fhall foon be dying ;
A Time fwifcly glides away ;
ut,. on my Lord relying,

1 hail the happy day.—-

‘The day when I muft enter
Upon a world unknown ;

My helplefs foul I venture
On Jesus Curist alone.

He once, afpotlefs viQim,
Upon Mount Calv’ry bled !
Jewovan did afli& him,
And bruife him in my ftead.

Henco all my hope arifes,
Unworthy as I am :

My foul moft furely prizes
The fin-atoning Lamb,

To him, by grace, united,
1 joy in him alone;

And now, by faith, delighted,
Behold him on bisthrone.

‘There he is interceding
For all who on him reft s

The grace from him proceeding
Shall waft me to his breaft.

Then with the faints in glory
The grateful fong I'll raife,

And chaunt my blifsful ftory
In high feraphic lays.

Free grace, redeeming merit,
And fan&ifying love,

Of FaTHER, SoN, and SPIRIT,
Shall charm the courts above.

One part of this is Dr. RYLANDs,
the other part by J. Rirzox.

Pl o o e o ol

The fafe and bappy Exit.

ORD, muft I die? Oh, let me di¢
Trufting in thee alonc!—
My living teftimony giv'n,
Then leave my dying one!

-If I muft die,~—Oh, let me die

Is peace with all mankind ;
And change thefe ﬂce:in‘f joys below
For pleafures all refin’

If I muft die~as dic¢ | muft——
Let fome kind feraph come

And bear me on his friendly wing
To my celeftial home!

Of Canaan’s land, from Pifgah’s top;,
May I but have a view ¢ )
Thoungh l’m'dan fhould o’crflow its banks,

F1i boldly venture through,

D gl oF o 2 o o

Prayer for Deliverance from the Feay of Death.

P GOD of Hope ! with cheering ray
Gild my expiring ftPeak of day;
‘Thy love, through cach revolving year,
Has wip'd away affliction’s tear.

" Free me from death’s terrific gloom,

And all the guilt whieh fhroudsthe tomb:!
Hcighten my joys, fupport my head,
Before 1 fink among the dead.

May death conclade my toilsand tears !
May death deftroy my fins and fears!
May death, through J£sus, be my friend !
May death be lifc when life thall end !

Crown my /aff moment with thy- pow’rees
‘The latef 1n my lateft hour ;

Then to the raptur'd heights] foar,

Where fears and death are known no more,

J Rurrox,
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE

OF
THE LATE REV. JOHN TOMMAS,

PASTOR OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN THE PITHAY,
BRISTOL. -

HE amiable Mr. Joun Tommas was born at
Barnoldfwick, - in the Parifh of Gilkirk near Skip-
ton, in Yorkfhire, on the 16th of February, 1723-4.—
His mother was defcended from the ancient and rnoble
houfe of Norfolk, and of diftinguifhed beauty—his father,
a refpeCtable gentleman who had met with loffes; was in
reduced circumftances at the time of his birth, Both
parents were of the Eftablifted Church, but before their
death, his father became a diffenter in principle, and his
mother by profeflion and prattice : fhe united herfelf with
the Baptift Church at Barnold{wick, under the paftoral
care of the Rev. Mr. ALVERY Jackson. co
Mr. Tommas had very early i:spreffions of aferious
nature. At about nine years of age, he dreamed that the
atmofphere was all on fire, and that he had no where to
efcape : in the utmoft agony, he was crying for mercy,
as he had been taught to fay his prayers, and made con=
{eience of it in a formal way ; but when he expected the
next moment to be fwailowed up, an arm burft ‘through
the flaming vault, and faved him from deftruétion, This
circumftance often affected his mind ; but the firlt years
of his life were remarkable only for the uncommon trveli- .
nefs of his difpofition, which betfayed him into many per-
fonal dangers : and thefe, it fcems led him to think.—But
* the miniftry and converfation of Mr. Alvery Jackfon,
under whole care he was placed after he left fchool, were
the inftruments of the firft and moft lafting impreffions, of
a faving nature, on his mind. He confidered Mr. Jaci-
fon as his fpiritual father : by him, he was baptized ina
river, when'between 17 and 18 years of age, About the
time of his converfion, he found exceeding delight in read-
ing thg holy fcriptures, almoft every part of which af-
forded him dire&ion and comfort; and he was indulged
with elevated blifs through a fenfe of intereft in the love
of God. But he let down his watch, and his joys wi-
thered—This convinced him, that, if Chriftians will
MARCH, 1801.] z waki
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walk comfortably, they muft walk clofely, with God.
Now temptations prevailed and led him into darknefs,
and he was difcouraged in prayer: but, if he omitted it,
the confcioufnefs of his guilt was increafed, and terror
followed. Aflured, however, that his condition could not
grow better at a diftance from God and in a neglet of the
means of grace, he began with double earntftnefs and
conftancy to read the fcriptures 3 and thus his fears va-
nithed, and his comfort was reftored.—Here it deferves
to he noticed, as a conftant part of his experience, that
he fearcely ever enjoyed any comfort, from the earlieft to
the lateft parts of his chriftian courfe, unconnelted with
reading the feriptures, or with recolleCtion and meditation
‘en'them. The precepts, the invitations, the promifes,
and the grand do&rines of the word, were his fupport
and his folace in tne houfe of his pilgrimage. It was by
reading Jer. i. 5~—16, that he came to think of the Chrii-
tian Miniftry. His firft impreffions on that fubjed,
Bowever, he confidered as temptations, and entreated the
Lord to'deliver him from them. But paflages of fcrip-
ture were conftantly on his mind j—he ufed to expatiate
upon them wi.ere he could fpeak-and no one hear him ;—
and fometimes felt fuch enlargement and pleafure as afto-
nithed himfelf. It was, neverthelefs, a thing quite cer-
tain in his mind, that it was impoffible for him to be a
preachey. But his gift of prayer, in which he excelled
all his days, was noticed in the church; and an opportu-
nity naturally offered for him to relate his exercifes of
mind to his paftor. Mr. Jackfon had a private meeting
of the members at his own houfe, now and then, where
be gave them 3 number of fcriptures to improve :—aere
Mr. Tommas was heard zgain and again. In the fpring.
of 1745, he preached in public by general confent, but
without any particular a¢t of the church in calling him
to the miniftry ; tll the good people at Gilderfome, who
had been a branch of the church at Rawden, requefted
him to come among them, Then he was regularly fent
forth by the church at Barnoldfwick, A day of fafting
and prayer was kept on the occafion; Mr. Jackfon
preached, others prayed, and a conifortable day it was.
‘This was in the iati.r end of the year 1745. 'In 1747,
he was, with the greateft unanimity, called to the pafto-
ral office at Gilderfome, and alcepted it. Mr. Jackfon
offesed the ordination prayer, layihg on ef hands with thfeé
re
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reft of the paftors ; he alfo gave the charge from Ifa. lii.
11. Be ye clean that bear the veffels of the Lord. Mr.
Palnier, of Hull,” who afierwards removed to Breughton
in Cumberland, and died there, preached to the . people
from that part of the commiffion, Matt. xxviii. 20.—"
Leaching them to ebferve all things whatfoever I have com-
manded you. Mr. Clayton, of -Salendine Nook, was pre-
fent; and Mr. Afthworth, brother of Dr. Afhworth. of
Daventree, and uncle of Mr. Athworth now at Farfley,
near Leeds. -

At Gilderfome our wortby friend met with good accept-
ance. The congregation increafing; the meeting-houfe
was enlarged, and fince then it hasbeen enlarged much
mare. :

In the next year, 1748, he miarried Mifs Ann Hudfon,
of Gilderfome, the memory of whofe. virtues—as a
wife, a mother, and a friend—is deeply imprefled on her
aumerous connexions.. She was a defcendant from, and
nearly allied to, the furviving branches of the family of
Booth, late Earl of Warrington, with whom an acquaint- .
* ance was maintained till her death. '

Mr. Tommas was providentially in London at the time
Mr. Samuel Wilfon, of Goodman’s Fields, died ; ‘and he
preached for the bereaved church in the morning of the
day, when Dr. Gill preached the funeral fermon of. that
noted menifter in the afternoon. Mr. Tommas affifted
them feveral times afterward ; and he fuppofed that about
nine-tenths of the people were for his fettling amongft
them; but, as they were not unanimous, he put a negative
on their kind and repeated applications.

After this, the church in the Pithay, Briftol, requefted
his help.  They were not deftitute; Mr. Needham was
an ordained minifter among them, and wifhed to continue
fole paftor, and to enjoy idr. Tommas as his affiftant.—
‘This he mentioned: with the utmoft franknefs to Mr.
Tommas, who, without referve, committed himfelf to
the direction of Mr. Needham. But, as the preaching
of the latter did not fuit the people in general, they de-
termined, at length, that, if Mr. Tommas came among
them, it fhould be in the charalter of joint paftor. He
then went back to Gilderfome, and a d’iviﬁonv'took place
w thg Pithay. Twenty or thirty perfons, perhaps more,

went
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went off to Callow-Hill, and Mr. Needham with them,
before Mr. Tommas’s return to Briftol. He took upon
him the paftoral care of thz church in the Pithay, Auguft
12, 1753, without 2 diffenting voice. A few months
after this, Mr. Needham and thofe who continued with
him, were, in a very lenient manner, declared no longer
members of the Pithay.. Mr: T'ommas, and moft of thofe
‘who left the church were upon friendly terms ; and Mr.
Needham and' he vifited each other. But the church at
Callow Hill became extin&t at the deceafe of Mr, Need-
.ham and Mr. Foot. : 5
Thus far our ftatement’ concerning the deceafed, ex-
cepting the account of his progenitors, and one or two
dates, is given moftly in his own words, as they were
$aken from his lips, by a minifter who refides in London,
July 30, 1794. - Mr. Tommas clofed this converfation.in
a very folemn and affe@ionate manner, faying— I have
had my. joys, and I have bad ‘my forrows, but, having
obtained belp of God, Icontinue unto this day.

« Thou giveft me the lot -
¢« Of thofe that fear thy name;
« If endlels life be their reward,
« I.fhall pofefs the fame !"———sbR. WATTS*

In his new fituation, Mr. Tommas exerted himfelf
with becoming ardour and a laudat.c ambition. Being
convinced that the .ninifters of the other congregations in
thecity were men of learning, and z:'o that a knowledge
of the facred Scriptures, both Hebrew and Greek, muft
be of no fmall importance to onc whe is daily called to
explain them, he fo added o the information he had be-
fare, gs to be able to confult lexicographers on difficul-
ties that came in his way. In prayer, his piety, ferven~
cy, and vaiiety were diftinguliced. His fermons, the
greater part of which were written, and of late years ge-
nerally read, thewcd him tobe mighty in the Scriptures ;
a workmian who needed not to be athamed ; rightly di-
viding the word of truth. His life was exemplary, and
his labours were fuccefsful. For feveral years; he en-
joyed the aftiftance of that emicent and learned man, the
?Rev. James Newton, A. M. or whom he gave fo refpeét-
ful a teftimony in the oration which he delivered at his

grave.
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grave. Such an afliftant muft have been a great bleffing ;
and fuch our departed friend acknowledged him to be.
But the life of Mr. Tommas, notwithftanding comfort
in his Church and felicity in_his colleague, was fome-
- times confiderably embittered with crofies. Some mi-
nifters have been highly favoured. Mr. Brewer; of Step-
ney, had the pleafure of feeing 4// his children, one time
oranother, fit atthe Lord’s table with him. But Mr. Tom-
mas hada child which was a laffing {orrow to him.-In 1778,
the good man riding to Hanham, about three miles from
the city, to preach, his horfe fell, and he was laid afide
with a broken leg till the 2gth of November; whenhe
came out, and preached on Job v. 7—AMan is born to
trouble, as the [parks fly upward. 1In the year 1783, he
was forely afflicted by the Jofs of two fons, two grand-
«children, and moft of all by the lofs of his wife, who
died on the 13th of Nevember.

In 1784, his meeting-houfe having been fhut up for re-
pairs, the fmell of the paint caufed him to faint in the pul-
pit; his -worthy fon, of his own name, went up to him
to help him down; but he recovered a little, and faid to
the congregetion, « Doubtlefs it would have been very.
affeting to you if I had died here, butit would have been
joyful to me ; for I fhould have exchanged my pulpit for
-the throne.” He fainted again in the arms of his fon,
-and was brought down as one dead, amid the fighs and
tears of the whole congregation. .

In the evening of May 22, 1791, he preached and
clofed thefervices which were performed in the old meet-
ing-houfe; which was taken down. His text was—
Pray woithout ceafing. He afifted in obtaining fubferip-
tions for the new one, which was built exa&lly on the old
fpot ; he faw it finifhed, and the money raifed within its.
-own walls; and he opened it Dec. 16, 1792, preaching
on Plalm cxviii. 23—1his is the Lord's dong, and it is
marvellous in our eyes. Thus a handfome provifion was
made for the generation to come, in hope that many of
them would arife and call God bleifed, :

His countenance and+labours were always welcome In
" the Weftern Affociation, of which he was {o long an ho-
" nourable member. His laft fermon to that refpetabie
body.of minifters and Chriftians was preached at Chard,
May 1794. The text he chofe for that fervice was

‘ z 3 Heb.
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Heb. xiis 28—Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace whereby we may fexve
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. The fer-
mon wag in his ufual manner—methodical and affeGionate ;
but-the clofe of it, which we give in his own words,
made 2 -folemn impreffion on the whele affembly. ¢« I
fhall never, probably, meet fome of you again after this
interview is at an end. ' I hope to meet many of you in
glory. May the blefling of God reft upon you, my fel-
low labourers. Let this kingdom of which 1 have been
preaching be dear to you, Let the laws of it, the glory of
its King whom you ferve, and'the invaluable interefts of
his kingdom, lie near your hearts. Surely this is agree-
able to the nature of your office, and to your folemn en-
gagements to Chrift. You are bound in duty, and by
obligations of gratitude, to devote yourfelves to him;
and your reward is before you. O may the blefling of
God reft upon you, on this Church with which we af-
femble, and on all the Churches, till we meet in the
upper afleribly, O that we may meet—we fhall meet
—around the throne of God and the Lamb. Amen.”

On the very night of that day, July 30, 1794, in which
he had fo piainly related his early experience, according
to our ftatement above, he was feized with a paralytic
ftroke, but he kept the knowledge of it from his wife,
till about fix o’clock in the morning, and then told her,
with the utmoft felf-poffeffion and tendernefs, that he
had loft the ufe of his arm arnd leg ; adding— Iz 15 a/l
well, and I am quite calm ! ‘

His fpeech was affeCted by this fhock ; but the next
day, when his phyfician mentioned his taking a- glafs of
wine, he replied, with great fweetnefs in his counte-
nance, % /¥ce to him that drinketh wine in the morning.’”
He was now confined to his houfe till-the 26th of O¢to-
ber following; when he 4dminiftered the Lord’ fupper
again to his flock. - Chrift appeared to be very precious
to im. "He fpoke as on the brink of Jordan, waiting
the divine command to go over into Canaan. On the
Lord’s day following, Nov. 2, his intention unknown to
any one, he went to meeting (notwithftanding a fupply
had been provided) and thus introduced the fermon :—
¢ My appearing here at this time, I doubt not, is con-

tracy
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trary to the expeations of many ; but I am come up to
attempt to fpeak for God this morning, on 1 Cor. ii. 3—
And I was with you in weatnefs, and, in fear, and in
much trembling. ‘The words of the apoftle are literally-
fulfilled in me thisday. And my %irft entrance upon the
miniftry amongft you was under a fenfe of much weaknefs,
and in fzar for myfelf, left 1 fhould not be found faithtul,
and in fear for my hearers; and have we no reafon for
trembling, as the time will fhortly come, when the fpeaker
and the hearer muft give a ftri¢t account.” S

He continued to preach occafionally till July 26, 1795 ;
when he delivered his iaft fermon, on his favorite fubjet
of prayer, from Luke xviii. 1 ; but adminiftered the Lord’s
fupper once or twice afterwards. Auguft the 2d was
an affeéting folemnity at the Lord’s table :=~The Rev.
Mr. Hey, who had often filled the pulpit in this time of
need, preached in the afternoon ; Dr. Rippon was a tran-
fient communicant. He was affeCted with feveral confi-
derations; but particular with the difference between a
minifter in the Spring and in the Autumn of life. The
good old man could not pour out the wine: he beckoned,
and the deacons did it. It was an humbling and melting
feafon, After this, he was feldom able to attend public
worfhip ; but he was prefent at a prayer-meeting, on
Feb. 27, 1797, when the church met to pray for diretion
in the choice of a paftor to fucceed him ; and, ina very
clear and colle®ted manner, concluded that fervice in
prayer. - :

He continued, after this, in a moft defirable frame of
mind, till his departure on Auguft 27, 1805; when he
was 76 years of age.

We hope, in our next Number, to add a fhort fketch
of his charaer, drawn up by his amiable fucceflor, the
Rev. Mr. Sharp; and aifo to give an outline of Dr.
Ryland’s funeral fermon on his geath; both thefe, com-
municated by a friend, feem to bear the requifite marks

of precifion,
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LETTER FROM INDIA.

MR.POWELL, TO DR. RIPPON.

Moypauldisgy, December 30,1799 %

REVEREND AXD DEAR SIR,
LN this retired {pot where I refide, I have not an op-
portunity of fceing much variety, or making obfer-
vations that would be worth communisating. A perpe-
tual famenefs occurs, All my {urrounding neighbours
are heathens, in a bad {tate of contamination; devoted
to {uperftition, they defire no new way, but think it vir-
tue to follew the beaten track of their ancefters. No-
velty and curiofity make no part of their charaler ; as
it was.in the beginning fo it is now with them. Their
houi®s, utenfils, drefs, manners, and, what is worfe,
their idolatry is, T fuppofe, what it was ages ago. They
thave no inclination to alter their courfe, or change it for
a better.  If you converfe with them on religion, they
will hear you with peifedt indifference; perhaps they
may afk you a few umimportant queftions; but they foon
grow weary of fo fublime a fubje®. A native once
hearing Abrahbam’s charaller delineated, inftead of in-
quiring how he attzined fuch an exalted eminence in vir-
tue, only atked, who was Abraham’s father ; was Abra-
ham “a K/luﬂulman, or was he cf your caft? "Lheir
minds are fo void of ail good, that they feldom or ne-
ver propofe a fingle queition about religion. If 100
Hindoos and® Muffulmans were queftioned, what they
thought would become of them at death, they would in.
variably fay—We don’t know; or, It will be with us
as God pleafes. By their manner of anfwering, they
convince you that it is a matter of no concern to them,
J have juft put fuch a queftion to a fervant ftanding by
me; his reply was, that he was told when his fpirie
quitted _his body it would evaporate and die; =2nd added,
it was of no confequence what became of him then:
all I want, faid he, is food and raiment, and while I can
procure it I fhall be happy, and think of nothing elfe.
Both Hindoos and Muffulmans, I may fay, are in the
loweft ftate of degradation; in fenfual enjoyments con-

* Ilisformer letter (Regifter, No, XVII, page 161) fhould have been
dated July 30, 1798,
fifts .
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fifts all their happine(s; they are diftinguifhed by names
and a few ceremontial obfervations, and thatisall. Their
fentiments are the fame, or nearly fo; many of the
loweft clafs of both think they fhall not exift after this
life, while the better informed have fome expeétation of
an hereafter ; but in what way they are to exift, they de-
clare themfelves ignorant of. They have no idea of the
moral charaéer oi God, norcf the evil of fin. One of
my fervants, who can both read and write, affirmed, that
he had never finned, and perfifted in declarlng himfelf
innocent. After much perfuafion, he yielded that he
was, like the reft of his fpecies, a finner; but I could
not make him fenfible of his danger, as an enemy to God
and holinefs. I have repeatedly difcourfed with him on the
fubje&, and he has frequently heard the Gofpel preached,
but I fear in vain. In this country we fee the mournful
effets of the fall: a numerous people, dead in trefpaffes
and fins, funk in the gulf of apoftacy, which muft foon
clofe upon them, unlefs immediate deliverance comes to
their aid. T with I could tell you of the fuccefs of the
Gofpel, and that it had proved a bleffing to Bengal ; bus,
‘alas ! the celeftial meffage is ot received with joy by the
natives, though the charmer charm never fo wifely.
Hypocrify and flattery are the prominent features of the
pdple of Hindooftan, whichall allow who have had any
dealings with them. Several, I believe, are convinced of
the excellencies of the Gofpel, but not of the neceflity
of embracing it as a revelation of the only way of falva-
tion. They would be' zlad to wear the crown witheut
enduring the erofs. Llongto fee a work of Ged begun
upon fome of their fouls; and I hope the period is not fac
diftant when this will be accomplifhed, and encourage
thiofe who labour in this unfruitful vineyard. Whén one
or two poor ‘Hindoos or Muflulmans are convertedto
God, we may expeét, 1 think, to fee the work go for-
ward. Then this gloomy land will aflume a glorious
appearance, and yield the peaceable fruits of rightecui-
nefs. But I am ready to weep atfeeing fuch a wide con-
traft at prefent. Al is unpromifing; grofs darkne(s docs
indeed covex the people. -

I thank you for- the Baptift Regifter, I find in
it very pleafing accounts of the ftate of religion; and
- I think much may be expe€ted from the itinerant preach-
ing which is now fo much encouraged in England by the
friends of vital religions In proportionas Clriftians ad-

vance
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vance in holinefs, fo in ‘proportion will they be anxious
to devote themfelves to the fervice of (God, and feek his
glory in every {ituation and occurrence of life. Indeed,
they only are happy who live to him; and in this life
they are well rewarded for their labour of love, by the
peace and joy they experience in believing. It was with
much fatisfaltion we heard, that the Baptift fociety had
chofen four more miffionaries to fend to Bengal. We re-
joiced at their arrival; and ‘had fcarcely exprefled it,
when we were informed, that-govern:nent had interdifted
their coming up to join their brethren ; and before we had
well time to ruminate on this unpleafing circumftance,
we were furprized and aftonifhed at the melanchoiy tid-
ings of Mr. Grant’s death, after a_fhort illnefs of ten
days : it was a fever that terminated in his death. This
was a fevere fhock to us all 5 becaufe he was a young man
from whofe abilities and ufefulnefs great expectations
were made. It was an important truth ‘when it was de-
clared that God’s ways are not eur ways. I wondered at
the providence of God in fending Mr. Grant, and giving
him a fafe paflage here, and then, as foon as he had
reached the fcene of a&ion, to call him away; and that
before his work, to human appearance, had begun: but
the Lord does all things well and cannot err.  When the
government had refufed the miffionaries a paffage up to
Mudnabatty, they went to Serampore, a Danith fettle-
ment ; there they met with a very kind reception from
the Danifh governor, who promifed to protet them, and
invited them to fettle there; attended their preaching,
and offered his own hall for public worfhip; and alfo to
indent them as Danifh fubjets, which would be a fuffi--
cient proteftion to them when itinerating in the Compa-
ny’s territories. When we heard that they could not
come up to us, Mr. Fountain haftened down to Seram-
- pore; and was fo much pleafed with the kind behaviour
of the Danifh governor, that he joined with the lately-
arrived miflionaries in recommending the miffionary fet-
tlement to be formed at Serampore. Mr. Carey would
have been glad to have remained at Kidderpore. The
important work of printing the Bible ?which will now
foon commence) and other things confidered, he deter-
mined to remove, and to make Serampore the feat of the
mifiion : and it feemed the only door which Providence
had left open for them in this Jand. Mr. Ward has been

. up
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up to this part of the country, and has united Dinage-
pore with us.  His preaching is well fpoken of by fome
of the gentlemen there, who, a few years ago, when
M. Carey firft went there, would fcarcely have attended
on religious worfhip. I have had but a fhort acquaint-
ance with Mr. Ward; but he feems a moft agreeable
charalter, and an evangelical preacher. Every Euro-
pcan here greatly regrets the departure of Mr. Carey
frem this part of the country; for he is highly refpected
by all who:are acquainted with him. It will be a lofs to
many who attended his preaching; and fome of them are
fenfible of it. Their miniftry appears to have been a
blefling to feveral gentlemen, who, I was in hopes, would
have joined our ILittle Church, had Divine Providence
fettled the miflionaries here. Mr. Fernandez, I under-
ftand, intends being baptized in his firft vifit to Seram-
pore, and to fpend two months in the year at that place
with the miffionaries. I believe he feels the power of re-
ligion on his own foul, and is favingly converted. No-
thing pleafes him more than religious converfation, and
writing to him on that fubje®. As Dinagepore, the
place of his refidence, is only twelve miles diftant from
this place, I fhall fpend almoft every fabbath with him;
and he, in his turn, will ccme here for the fame purpofe.
I need not tell you how much I fhall mifs Meflrs. Carey
and Fountain; indeed I felt inconfolable when I was firit
-apprized of their going; but I live in hope of joining
" them again in the courfe of another year.

I muft now inform you, that Mr. U. has at laft quit-
ted Malda; he is appointed a member of the Board of
Trade in Calcutta ; he has left his indigo wotks in my
charge ; he is a moft amiable charaler, and a ftri&t ob-
ferver of religious worfhip; his houfe bas long been the'
houfe of- prayer, where many a ftubbern finner has
reluctantly bowed the knee, and paid an involuntary ho-
mage to religion, which ke would gladly have avoided ;
and many a one has left his houfe, divefted of thofe
wicked prejudices which he had long cherithed againit
the religion of Jelus, and has longed to return to the
place which bore a faint refemblance of the gatz of Hea-
ven. I hope his new habitation will be devoted to the
fame purpofe, though fituated in a wicked city, which
has received the appellation of Sodom. The late Mr.
Chambers thought that Calcutta and Batavia were the

two



324 FUNERAL ADDRESS,

two worft cities in the world ; which he called Sodom
and Gomorrah. :

Mr. Carey is truly a great charaler ; 2 moft excellent
mifionary. I ardeatly with that his labowrs were.
crowned with that fuccefs with which they appear, to
human view, to be connelted. How has he laboured at
tranflating the Bible. His toil in this is almoft concluded.
Many have beea furprifed at the tranflation ke has exe-
cuted. Inafew wecks more, I expect the printing will:
commence, as types, prefs, pzper, aid even printer, are
all ready: it appears a verv provide::ial circumftance
that one of the miflionaries fhould be 3 printer. I hope
the Bible will foon be differninated through the province
of Bengal, in the native tongue. Muft not a blefiing ac-
company the fpread of this invaluable book ? Iviay each
-copy preach a crucified Jefus with abundant fucceis, and
multitudes flock to the Gofpel ftandard.

I will here tranfcribe the lines which Mr. Ward com-
pofed onthe death of the late Mr, Grant, as he allowed -
me the liberty of doing what I pleafed with them *,

Your’s affetionately,
S. Powery.

* Thefe lines arc printed from Mr. Powell’s letter in No. X VII. of the
Regifter, pege 225,

—— —— ——= — 5
THE SUBSTANCE OF

AN ADDRESS
Delivered in Bunkill Ficlds Burying Ground, at the Interment of
" Mrs. MarY MULLETT *, the Wife of Mr. TOMASMuL-
LET, of Broad Street Buildings, London, Merchant,” ou Tutfday
the 21 of Qdober, 1800, .
BY THE REV. TIMOTHY THOMAS.

Tuvus to the grave, the houfe appointed for all living, we
have committed the remains of ene; who, in proportion as
the was known, was loved and refpefted ; and whofe death is of
courfe as extenfively lamented.

" It was her honor and her happinefs to be born of godly pa-
rents, who were themfelves” the defcendants of anceftors who

* Mrs. MuLLeTT isbricfly but refpe@fully noticed in No, XV p. 26¢
feared
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feared and ferved God. Thisis not the language of funeral
panegyric. Speaking from evidence, ] {peak the words of truth
and fobernefs. Of her ‘maternal progenitors, from the .third
generation. I have reafon to think there are {ome itill living,
who, from their perfonal knowledge, remember, that withouta
fingle exception, they were, not only refpe&able members of
civil fociety, bat. diffenting from the world, were the profeffed
followers of Chrift. Of her naternal forefathers, one ferved

- Chrift, in the miniftry of the Gofpel, from 1653, to 1688, in
the principality of Wales, and was one of-the 2000, who during
that period were driven from their paftoral charge. Yet, un-
der the difcouragements of thofe days, he'costinned with fuccefs
to labour for the falvation of fouls till the time of his death}
and a few years afterwards was fucceeded in his ufeful, honorable,
and highly important employment by a fon, who lived to fee
his fon, tli'e Father of our deceafed friend, the late learned and
reverend Mr. Hugh Evans, engage in the fame uadertaking in
thecity of Briftol, where his pious labors, nearly 5o years,
were eminently owned of God.

On the prefent occafion, this recital of anceftry would perhaps,
be worfe than impertinent, were it not, that their dear defcend-
ant, whofe mortal part the grave hath now received, was wwor-
thy of fuch anceftors.—-Bareaved in her tender years of a moft
valuable Mother, her honored Father had the unfpeakable
pleafure of feeing her in early life make choice of the God of
her Fathers to be her portion and her God. He lived to rejoice
alfo in feeing his own, together'with the joint labors of his ex-
cellent fon, in the miniftry of the Gofpel of Chrift, blefled to
the frengthening and eftablifbing his daughter in the good ways
of God. ’ .

Poflefling a fweetnefs of temper, a well-culiivated underftand-
ing, and thefe fanétified by grace, our dear deceafed relative
occupied no common rank in the varicus walks of life [n her
filial affection, her venerable Father found a great portion of
parental happinefs——In the'courfe of a long conjugal life,
how much {re was quzlificd t6 promote quietnefls and fubmif
fion of mind under bereaving ‘providences ; to affift with wifz
and prudent coinfel in difficult cafes; and with difcretion to
condutt domeftic affairs fo as to promote the comfost of ail con-
eerned—with what witdom, affiduity, and perfeverance, ihe ap-
plied herfelf to the many important parental dutie: that devolv-
ed upon her; of thefe no one can form fo juft an eftimate; as you,-
my dear Sir, with whom, uader a lofs {o great, we all affeétion-
ately fympathize—Asa friend 1o the poor the will long be held
in grateful remembrance. Her benevolerce, regulated by a cor-
reét judgment, derived great value from her perfonal a&ivity in
clothing the mind that was naked and feeding the fou/ thHat was
deflitute of knowledge—In the near profpeft of their approach.

mg
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ing diffolution, the fuitable fupport and confolation adminiftered
by her to dying friends and reiatives, cannot, upon this occaiion,
be forgotten by us; efpecially to a dear deceafed fifter,* upon
whofe grave a part of this company now ftands.

Is it afked, Why 2 life fo ufeful, of fuch importance to fociety,.
and fo much endeared to friends and relatives, thould not be pro-
longed to tie utmoft bounds that God hath allotted us here ?
~the anfwer is, Becaufe our friend hath died as a finner. When
fin entered into the world, man became a mortal creature, and,
s a guilty criminal, holds his life every moment dependent
upon the abfolute fovereignty of his Creator and his Judge :
our friend in common with her fellow mortals hath died under
the reproach which fin has brought upon our nature ; fo that the
deareft furviving relative is conftrzined to adopt the language of
the Patriarch, ¢ Let me bury my dead out of myfight.”

* The deccafed fifter, referred to above, was Mrs. Sarah Thomas, firft
wife of the Rev, Mr. Thomas, of Iflingion. She died of a decline the
11th of February, 1797.

Of this excellent woman, ir was intended to give fome account in the
Regifter, before ; fuffice it now to fay, for the encouragement of others
under fimilar eircumflances, That being of a weakly conftitution, and hav-
ing a numerous young family, wheu reduced fo low as almoft to preclude
hopes of recovery, which fne repeatedly had been, the thought of leaving
her little ones matherlsfs added bitternels to the cup of her affli&ion; but,
in her laft ilinefs the was mercifully relieved from anxicty on their accounts.
With great fortitude, and an equal degree of maternal tendernefs, three
or four weeks before her death, fhe parted, not expeding to fee them
again, with two of her younger children, when they returned to Bedford,
to the fchool of Mrs. Smith and Mifs Benfted. Two days before her
death, being afked by Mr. T. if her hope in God remained unfhaken?
the replicd, ¢ Yes; I long for the time to come, when I fhall awake in his
likenefs.”” ~~-And, if her mind continued undifturbed a2bout leaving her
children? fhe anfwered, « Under fuperintending providence, the confi-
dence I have in your prudence makes me perfe@ly eafy.” Hear this, ye
anxious mothers, whofe profpe@ of death, though it may prove diftant,
is frequently and greatly beclopded by the thought of leaving behind you a
motherlefs offspring! yet Mrs, T, was not fo abforbed in thoughts of death
and eternity as to diveft her of attention to domeftic concerns; but, to the
day previous to her diffolution, fhe gave dire&ions about many things;
and fome of them of comparatively fmall moment, which the well knew
could not take effe& till after death, This fhe did diftin&ly, and with as
much compofure of mind as though fhe had been about to ‘take only 2
fhort journey, and not-to bid a final farewel to her family and friends.

A few hours before her death, the faid to ‘thofe around her, << Ifind I
am dying, and yet have a flupor upon mymind. How is it that | am left
in this darknefs > ‘Yo which Mrs Mullert replied. ¢ You know, my
dear, I was with our dear father when he died, and none of us have any
doubt of his ftate; yet he had his changes and conflicts as well as others ™
Mrs. T. anfwered, I dnow in whom 1 bave belsewed 5 and difcovered a fteady
reliance upon fhat foundation which God hath laid in Zion, till the time
for which fhe had longed camc, when fhe flept in Jefus, and awaked in the
likenefs of her God and Saviour.

But
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But whilft we weep over this grave, and here—
¢ Our tears become us and our grief is juft!”

whilt we weep, we forrow not as thofe that are without hope.
That body, under the execution of a righteous fentence pro-
nounced- againtt it, and in confequepce of fin haftening to cor-
ruption &s 1t now is,—that body {hall rife again ; not indeed as
it is now depofited in the grave.~-It 7s fowwn in corruption, it
Jhall 6:-'rru1'/2d in incorryption: It is fown in difbononrs it fhall be
raifed in glory : It is_fown in aveaknefs, it fhall be raifed in
%awer: It is fown a natural, it foall be raifed a fpirutunal
ody.

Notwithftanding the difficulties that attend the do&rine of
the refurre@ion, from the pofiible tranfmutations through which
the Body may pafs, and our incapacity of judging what wil
conftitute its identity ; yet it is by no means a thing in-
credible that God fhould raife the dead.  'That body is of great
relative worth. It has been redeemed by the body of the Son
of God. It has been the temple, the dwelling-place of God
himfelf through his Holy Spirit. It has been the medium of
fan&ification to that foul whichinhabited it, but which is now
with God.—Yes, thofe eyes, that folong and fo frequently pe-
rufed the page of divine truth which purifies the foul, though
now fhat up in darknefs, fhall be re-opened. to behold the glories
of the heayenly world ; thofe ears, that attentively liftened to the
joyful found of falvation by a-crucified Saviour, though now
clofed in death, fhall be unftopped and hear the woice of the
drchangel and the trump of God ;5 that heart, which hath beatin
unifon with' the truths of divine revelation, though it now
lies motionlefs in the grave, fhall be. re-animated, and beat to
notes of praife higher than thofe of Angels—for hers are of 7e-
deeming love.

Thefe confiderations-are adapted to moderate the grief of fur-
viving friends and mourning relatives; and that, to this end,
they have their influer,ce upon you, my dear Sir, Iam fatisfied.
Great caufe for gratitude you have, and thankful I believe you
are, that it pleated th: 'Father of Spirits, fo long to continue to
you fo great a blefling—the companion of your youth, the mother
of your children, and to lengthen out her life dill in them you
reap the fruit of her former labors, which were the pleafure and
the joy of her life. ’

That, whenever called hence, their fpirits with your's, and
and that each of our’s with others our dear friends and relatives,
may rife 'to join the departed {pirit of our deceafed friend, as
her’s is -now united. with thofe of her godly anceftors and oiher
relatives' who .were gone before her, may God grant of his in-

firite mercy, for Jefus’ fake. Amen.
EXTRACT
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FROM
THE REV, MR. SARGEANT’s JOURNAL.
JUNE 7, 1794 ,
An Account of the Murder of an Indian— andof the manner in which
) the murdereir awvas executed, .

¢« This morning 2 murder was perpetrated ‘at a {mall
hamlet called O/ Oneida, where a few families refided,
called Urifkeys, or out-vaft Oneidas. The circumflances
were as follew :— o

« Twoyoung men (thenameofonewas facos, theother
CornELIUS) went in the morning to the Englifh fettle-
ment, and returned, téwards evening, with a bottle of
rum, bothalittle intoxicated. As they entered the vil-
lage, CorwELIUS infulted a woman and her child; at
which Jacos fharply reproved him. CorNELIUS, ina
violent paffion, threatened to kill him, ran to 2 neigh-
bouring houfe, where there’ were none but women, and,
by force, took aloaded gun, returned, met Jacos in the
road, and difcharged a ball through his body, who inftant-
1y expired ! CorNELIUS then ran to Oneida, about four
miles, to his father’s houfe. By this time he appeared to
have fome fenfibility, told his father what he had done,
and fbed tears. He then lay down to fleep; he on one
fide of the hut, his father on the other. Ali the women,
leaving the houfe, told the neighbours, if the awengers of
blood came after him, totell them where he was.

« Soon after the murder took place, the relations of
Jacos colle&ed, feven men in number; each armed
himfelf with a gun, tomahawk, and knife; following the
murderer, it being nearly dark, they came to the houfeand,
in a'filent manner, opened the door ; then the eldeft bro-
ther of Jacos fhot CorNELIUS through the body ; then
ftabbed him, as they fuppofed, through the heart; then
they all returned, in an orderly manner, to their habita-
tions. After this, Cor NELIUS, in great diftre{s and agony,
requefted fome medicine might be applied to his wounds ;
but his father refufed him this faveur. The next morning
he was fill alive, and, it was. fuppofed, might have 're-
covered ; but his father fent to the avengers-of bloed, to
return and putan end to his life ; which they did by beating
cut His brains with a tomahawk ! '

« Accord-



MISERABLE OTAHEITEANS, 329

<¢ According to their cuftom, he was buried without any
ceremony, June 9. I was invited to attend the funeral
of JacoB; which opportunity I improved, to fhew the
danger, folly, and wickednefs of the fin of intemperance.
Af;t}:r -the funeral, the people were entertained with a
feaft.

¢« The wife of CorNELIUS had him by the hand as the
avengers of blood came the fecond time. He told her,
that he was o much in liquor that he did not know what
hedid; but he was ready and willing to die : which he
did, without a groan.”

Thus ended this horrid affair, for aught that appears,
to the entire fatisfalion of all parties.

————

MISERABLE -OTAHEITEANS !

A FEW years before the commencement of the late miffion
40 Otaheite, an Englifh veflel arrived there, the captain of
which had 4 monkey on board. The natives were highly enter-
tained with his apifh tricks, and requefted he might be left
with them. "The captain complied with their requeft ; beg-
ging them to treat the creature with kindnefs, as it was King
George’s dog. The Otaheiteans, who had never feen any of
thefe animals before, immediately gave him the name of Oree
Taata i.e. the DogMan; made him Aree, or chief, of the dif-
trit Attahooroo ; and appointed this aree munna, or awful
chief (as they ftyled him) one of their. . . . . . for his compa-
nion, and a number of f{ervantsto attend him ; the inhabitants
of the diftri&t paid him all the refpe due to his exalted fitua-
tion, daily furnithing him with every kind of provifion ne-
ceflary for the fupport of his houfhold. From the accounts
fince obtained of the natives, it appears that no chief of Ota-:
heite gained fo much of the affe@ions of his fuljje@s as his apifh
majefty. His fame {pread through the whole ifland, and ncm-
bers flocked to him from other ditriéts. His growing popula-
rity roufed the jealoufy of a neighbouring chief, who prevailed
on onc of his fervants to fhoot aree monkey, afuring him that
he was only a dog.—His death was much lamented. The na=-
tives fay, that they difapproved only of two things in his con-
du®, viz. his killing of flies, for which they have a kind of
veneration, and his climbing the trees and fhaking down the
frait, which they looked upon as degrading his fituation.

MaRCH 1801.] AR PRIGE



[ 330]

"PRICE OF PROVISIONS IN AMERICA,

Extral? of a Letter*, dated New York, Now. 29, 18co0.

WE have as great a plenty of every thing here as jeart can
wifh, and at very moderate prices; fo that if you meet a-poor
man, you may fee him with a fine goofe, or turkey, or fowls,
which, at times, are almoft as cheap as butchers’ meat would
be to him, Our bread, at prefent, is.dear, but we have a fubfti-
tute which is' very cheap, 112 pounds for 8s. 64. fterling, called
buck-wheat. We fell it in fmall quantities, as people want,
from one pound up to 100. Houfe-rent is high, if the fituation
is good for bufinefs;- if otheérwife, moderate. Common la-
bouring men about our docks, who help to unload and load
thips, have, per day, 4s. 04 fterling ; if by the hour, 74.

STERLING PRICES,

. d s d

Two lbs. 3 0z. wheat bread o 6| Various forts of fith fold at 2d.
Four 1bs. 4 oz. rye do. o 6} and3d. perlb,
Three lbs. rye and wheat ¢ 6| Small oyfters, 100 for 1 6
v1zlbs buck wheat 8 6 Large York bank, jo0 for 2 6
Ditto rye meal. 13 o] Blue punts, open as large asa
Ditto :ndian fifted 9 o] child’shand of 8 yearsold,
Barrel fuperfine infpected 100 for 3 o

wheat flour .2 7 ol Muftard bottle XIb, o 7
Frefh butter, perlb, 1 3| Potatoes, Englith white, per
Firkin do. 1 o| Buthel 1 6
Ditto o 10| By the peck o 6
Pork, by the Ib. o 3| Turnips, per bufhel 2 é
Ditto, by the pig o 3| By the peck o
Cheefe, per lb. o 6| Line cabbages, 2d. 11d and o 1
Bitto o 35l Large ropesof onions o 3
Eaglifh ditto 2 ©| Soucitong tea, per lb, 5 &
Beef, per lb. o 1| Hyfon fkin 4 6
Fine pieces ditto o-4%| ‘iyfon 6 6
Beef by quarter, per 1b. o 1}{ Rohea 2 o
Veai, purib. o 5| Chacolate, per b, 1 6
Fine ditto o 6| Coffee 14
Mutton, per lb. o ;| Ground ditto 19
Mautten by the Quarter, at per Cocca 1 o

pound ) © 0 3|Loaf fugar 1 6
Bheep’s head, with tongue o 4{Zump T o4
Sheep's pluck o 14 | Salt half peck, blown o g
Cslf’s ditto o 6| Coarfe co, o 7
Ditto head and feet I 6! Pepper, perlb. 2 4
Fine bullock’s heart 1 3|Erown and white ware and
Tonguc do. 1 ¢ | houthold things very dear.
Turkeys 12lbs. 4 6] Wood rfes according to the
Dirtto glbs, 2 6| ficalon -Infummert isfold
Leis, for 25, €d. and 3 o Cart load at 5
Large geele, :2ib. 3 o Now fom: at o 6
Lefs do. £s. 6d. ~2s. and 2 6| Coals ¢ bufhelto load, Liver-
Chicken, each, 6d. to o g| pool,for 42 § ©
Fowls 1s. pair to 1 6| Carting home i9.

*- Written 'y one of cur wicki-Fucmun brethren, who keeps a general fhop,
and fells dic greater part of ihe articies mentioned.~E p1Ten.
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4 PRAYER BY MR. R. P. }
ON A SOLEMN FAST DAY.
AT MY HOUSE, ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1672,

Afier the neaus of the French baving invaded the Hollanders, and
by treachery taken feveral towns from them, e

LORD our God ! thou haft been a dwelling place for
thy people in ail generations; before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thou hadft formed the earth and the
world, from everlafting to everlafting thou art God! Thou
tarneft man to deftru&ion, and fayeft, return ye children of
men. Thou breakeft and bindeft up, thou woundeft and thou
healeft again. Thy ways are not as the ways of mar, but thou
haft been King of old, werking falvation in the earth, and
commanding deliverance for Jacob. Great names, princes, and
thofe that terrify the world with their numbers, are, before thee,
no more confiderable than the drop of a bucket, or a fmall daft
of the balance, Thy church hath always been the fmall num-
ber; a litle bit of ground compafled about with bad neighbours.
From the time that thy people have maultiplied, there have been
enow and enow to perplex them ; and oftentimes they have
made great.inroads, and even almoft devoured them. But theu
haft maintained their interelt ;—men have hitherto been unable
to make void thy purpofe and promife. The churches’ 2/l lies
in a God : their wifdom and ftrength is in thee. Thou art an
ally bound to them in the fureft bonds ¢f an unchangeable cove-
nant. When all forfake, or ftand and look on; when there is
-none to take thy church by the hand; thou wilt never whoi-
ly forfake them, nor make the men of the world ma:ters of the
portion that is thine. The diftrefies-of thy pcoplc are to quick-
cn them in applying to thee. Itis in vain to {end to men;—
fome are too proud, they awi/l not ; others have fo bound and
tied themfelves, they camnor help thém. But then, O Lord,
laboureft under no difliculty, thou halt a compafionate heart,
and none can put reftraint or tie upoa thee. In this day of trou-
ble, and of treading dozvn, ard of perplexity in the wailey of wi-
Jron*, theu fheweft thyfelf marwellous ; nai for, but againft + thy
t [ have in my poflcffien, prayers of fuveral eje@ed minillers, on fult
days, which they kept in each-other's houfes, in the hand writing of ou¢ of
them, fome of which are copied from the fhort-hand notes of his fon. Tie
was the prayer of the Rev. Mr. Robert Porter, of Fembridge, in Derby-
thire, in the houfc of the-writer, Rev. Jeha Billingfley, for a while of
Addington, in the fame county, but who was ejected from Chefterfield.
I have preferved his words, but have abridzee a few ol his paragr;p!‘s.
- DITOR.

* 1fa, xsiic 5. + Job x.16.
A3z peep
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people.  Proud enemies gather a great deal of cowage and fay,
they will purfue, overtake, and deftroy. O Lord, thy poor
ercatures would fend from this place to thee, the great ally and
confederate of thy people, that thou wouldit be pleafed to ap-
pear for the honcur of thy name ; and, as the trouble.is like a
land-fleod for its fpeed and irrefiftiblenefs in coming on ; fothat
in this 2lfo, it may be but like a tosrent, to fpead itfelf with
is own violence.

Holy and bleffled Lord God, inftru& us what thou wouldft
have us to learnin fuch-a day. May we not, if we coniider thy
providences, now cry—Oh, the neceffity of living by faith !—
Oh, the vanity of trufting in an arm of fleth ! There is no de-
fence againit thee; when thou wilt correét, nothing can ob-
fzu&, but a fcourge may overflow in a moment, and devour us
and our portion. Lord, what fhould we do; why fhould we be
cirking and caring for a little for ourfelves, and to leave a little
for ours ? How eafily may all our labours be fwept away, and
we be left naked as in the day we were born! Lord, what
fhoull we be faying now, but farewell worldly confidences ;—
not refting ousfelves, and thinking to die in our nefts. O that
we may get an intereft in Chrift, do good with what we have,
and praife God for cur enjoyments. Had not they, who are fo
diftrefled abroad, as great probabilities of pnttin% a ftop to the
enemy as could be! though their numbers were bat fmall, yet
their advantages were great. Whe would have faid #bat fhould
have been done in years, whichhas been done in lefs than a
month., Let us not think to intrench ourfelves in any created
fecurity. When thou wilt lay on national chaftifement, no hand
but thine can take it off.

Lord, we are here to grieve that we build our hope on a.
quickfand ! we fee the creature, what itis; but once, yea twice
have we heard this, that power belongs to God.

Let us learn fear from thefe providences: do we think we
are better than they #—except we repent, we fhall likewife pe-
rifh, We may this day looE- on their fins, to take notice of
what is to be found inourfelves. When thou fcourgeft a reformed
people thou doft it to purpofe. Having exercifed forbearance
toward a people, then a quick work doft thou maké—the cup
may fpeecﬁely pafs from hand to hand. Thou haft exercifed
more patience toward Popifh than toward Proteffant” countries,
and there is‘reafon for it : their fins do not ripen {o faft as ours.
‘Thou mayeft {uffer that calamity to run further. We come to
thee, O Lord, and defire to bewail what we have contributed.
to that people’s calamity ; we defire to mourn for what we have
done! There are fome poflibly in this room, who cannot look
on England’s carriage without deteftation ; yet are we not clear
from a mixtare of the worft part of it.  How hateful is that to
thee, which is.{o in part to ws!

How
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How odious is poor England making itfelf ; fcarce any king-
dom that ftinks fo in the noftrils of * * * as this kingdom does.
We defire to mourn that we are the unhappieft people under
heaven: never vigorous in any thing bot,in doing God and his
people a mifchief. ~ It was the happinefs of Paul, that he could
do nothing againft the truth-—but for the truth; and it is our
unhappinefs, on the contrary, that we are true no where, but
againft thee—but there we can be as true’as fteel. Oh may we
not fear ; left on this generation thould come all the injuries done
to thy people, for 60 years. But oh let our eyes never behold
this evil!—Thofe that are the apple of thine eye, we have
fhot at ourfelves, or helped them that have fhot at them. Ob

- deep hypocrify that we have manifefted, in driving people out of
their couatry and then pretending to fpread a wing cver them!
Oh what perplexities have our fins run us into! We might
help thefe poor creatures, though we are few, if we were out
of curfed bonds ourfelves. No good wilt thou honour this
kingdom to do we fear—thoun wilt not fuffer us to do any thing,
but what fhall bring a wound and difhonour upon us. Nothing
frames as if thou hadft any delight in us: we are delivered for
all thefe things, it feems, and for this have all thefe wonders
been wrought among us.

. Lord, look out into the Netherlands; yon poor people is on
our hearts. Such among us as have known the wars in Eng-
land, underftand, a little, what their mifery is. Wretched as
England is, we are nothing like that generation of men§. A
cruel. lord is fet over them. An enflaved people to a prince
that has caufed ten thoufand thoufand groans of poor proteft-
ants, How great is their calamity!

Extricate the peor king- of England from any difficulties
into which he may be brought. Find out a way that the op-
prefled may be prote@ed by us—that they may not be forced
to feek it elfewhere. Oh pity and extricate us out of our
trouble. We are weak in our confidences; yet we wait for thy
counfels, that we may fay, ¢ There’s a- wife good God indeed.”

Prevent the further calamities of that poor country. By
fome eminent afts of providence, dig a grave for him* where
they think to fwallow up the inheritance of the Lord.

Wherefore do we éebold griewances + are made to cry out of
violence! O Lord thou haft ordained them for judgment. O
mighty God, thou haft eftablifhed them for corre@ion s do not
thou, O Lord, behold grievances, and let us not be as tbe fibes
of the fea, gathered together in the drag, and hawing no ruler 1.
Turn the fcale. The ftrong holds of thy people have not ufed
to drop thus, as ripe figs into the mouth of the eater.

Are they betrayed by their own? .Oh, let them find thee

§ He means the French.
¢ The King of France. + Hegb, i. 3. t Heb.1. 14.
faithful
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Lithful. Let not Babel be buiit on the Lord’s ground. Doft
thou not fee, O Lotd, what thou art like to gct from them!
—every where a thank offering ¥ Mayi jet up ! in thefe places
where their fathers ferved thee. That abomination fet up :
this goes nearer thy people’s hearts than ali their lofles,

“The mafs has doue all, This they will fay; and there is
none can confute them but a2 God : Oh, do thou. Do notmake
a full end. Lotrd, we may be counted ftrange people for thiss
but ous fouls join, we hope, ia chefe petitions. O God, fhoot
off fome arrow from thy ftring.  Are not lives, {pirits, councils,
in thy haads. Thou art Lord of fun, moon, fus.  Haft thou
not a command over t.ie ? Now they are again the poor dif-
treffed ftates of the ™ etheriands. There break the bow, the
fhield, fword, and battls ; and appear more glorious and ex-
cellent than the moutinins ef prey. Reitrain the remainders
of wrath, and the reft let it ira to thy praife. There take
away fpirit from princes; there come forth and difplay thy
lovely ‘attribiites ; and break their licarts from all their wick-
ednefs. Bad indeed they are; but that i« not what their ene-
mies look at. Lord, find vut a way to join England and tuem
in fafter bonds. it was the glory of Quesn Elizabeth to be
their proteftrefs. 'Thennc weapon formed againft us profpered.
Oh that our King mignt fay—¢ My {oul grieves that I have
cut off a tribe rom Ifiuel ;” and oh tiet his Ratefmen mighe
fay-—<< Wher= iz our regard o God i wh-re do we dwell that
God cannot come at us?’ Wil .ot what has pulled them
down pull us down alfo? God grant help may no: e aeyj sed.
Many a faftis kept this week. No holy foul can bear tc {ee a
tribe cut off. The enemic: nope to be at work in Eugiand.

“Defeat them O Lord. Fiud out a way for us to help our
neighbours. Jerufalem is to be preferrec :» our chief joy.
Lord we dre glad there is no more figh:ing at fea : it wasno
joy to {fome of us. We fhould be glad to hear tidings of a.con~
jun&ion : then a change of countenance, and fuch rejoicing
would be, as ha:h izidom been feen. Tlou mayeft fend ru-
mour upon rumows : but, Lord, have refpeét to us. Thou
hatt a people in Bngland that defire to be clear from what is
unwarrantably done this d~y--a people that eremies would be.
fingering. Sick they are for it; they are fwarmed out of all
colleges ; and have wrought all vices: bat we have a God doth
know and fee. There is no counfel againft thee, O Lord.
They have on their fide the choiceit heads ; but do not make
us a prey to them, if it pleafe thee, Oh that now we pray to
thee, Lord ; oh that love to religion, not regard ouly to our
own concerns; oh that love to the ark and intereft of God
might be moft dear tous. Thus, Lord God, we have fpoken
to thee, though abruptly.

We
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We might have left pofterity fuch a foundatisn, as in one
age to rome a good fuperftraltur. m'ght have been raifed on,a
teautifil temple, a glorious caurch ; not in outward fizery, but
in an admirable coaftituticn. But where are we gone back
again ! we have falfifed our promifes; loved the world; too
much difregarding the engagements betweea God and us! fear-
ing theface of men ! Unufed to fail in with God, we haveloftour
time; and therciore our miferr is great on us. How can we
be in'the capacity we fomstimes wers? We have here and
there a few loofe ftones; but we are not in a way to that we
think thy honour is much bound up in; and for which prayers
have been offer=d this 100 years. Shew us our fins; what they
have deprived us of ; and what' perplexities they have run us
into. Come and take thy people into thy hands. Humble us
this day. Thou haft come near us®. Something there is yet
undifcovered ;- fomething difcovered that is not yetr purged
out. There has been mors confeflion than reformation. When
we hear fome pray, we would thiak all well ; but when we fee
how they live, we tremble. The fpirit of religion is grievoufly
down. ’Tis a wonder we are not dead already., When ever
had a nation fuch pains to fo little purpofe.

Oh fan&ify thefe feverities. Let us hear, and fear, and do
no more fo wickedly. Is it good that thou fend hard hands to
handle us? Oh let'us give glory to-the Lord our God before
we ftumble on the mountains of darknefs. Oh that a fericus
fenfible fpirit might come into us! the good old {pirit. Remem-
ber us in reference to eternity : let us have comfortable fatisfac~
tion as to that, If we may not fee the militant church in a way
of fettlement, oh that we may the church triumphant !  Worle
in us ‘a fittednefs for thy pleafure. When terror comes, what
fhall we do! Oh let us fan&ify thee in our hearts. Be furety
for thy fervants. Undertake for us, our God ; -not our heads—
but thou the ftrength of our hearts, muft carry us through.
Enable us to choofe aflition with thy people, rather than the
pleafures of fin.

Hear the cries putup this day. We have caufe to fear this
PRESENT LIBERTY wiil rather be an evening than a morn-
ing fun. We know nct how we muft meafure it—whether by
day, or week, or month, If we have but one day’s work to
do, O that we may do it. God grant this liberty may be
fanttified. Give thy minifiers whetted hearts; for we are dull
wools. Give a frame faitable to our opportunities. Give thy
people to fall in with their advantages. Pity the great city; have
compaffion, and look after them for good. Make a difcovery
of the plots contrived againft them. Shew thyfelf glorious on

* He means, it the fezmon by Mk, Whittaker, on Hofea xiii. v3.
WRITER.

thy
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thy throne for that falfely called rebellious cizy, which is now
rebuilded ; and remember the kindnefs thewed to thy fervants.

Look apon the unmiwverfiries. Dire@ a way for fome good
preaching men to be among them. Oh there have been fuch
whofe names fome of us have known. Feich Puritans out of
the fire, Find fome fouls there. Give a right tinCure and fa-
vour to them. Let them not ftudy to make ftarched difcourfes;
but plain and powerful; in which there is occafion enough to
exercife higheft parts and reafon.

Any that languifh, pity them O God. ‘Thy intercft is low;
lay it not lower. Any that are ahufed by Satan; rebuke that
tempter ; and bring their minds to a compofure. Lord, help
any of thy poor hand-maids through hard pufhes which may be
near them.  Blefs this place, and the miniftry of thy fervantin
it. Thou knowelt for what any have laboured; and with
what {pirit. 'We think it has been our duty to trade our talent ;
not to undermine, but to help forward, whatever is good. And
if we were in Ais circumitances, our fouls would rejoice that
any would help usin our work. We pray God fome good may
bedone! Grant thy fervants attending may get {fome good.
Our poor dwellings—poor ours—give then right and thorough
principles.  Let good moods be turned into a fixed frame.
Thou haft fpoken a good word this day. [f there be any
ficknels of confcience let it not go off. Caufe us all to under-
ftand the drift of this fermon, the fimilitudes of which are a
great help to us. We have heard, and have thought, how
glad would women be to he delivered, in travail; why not we
ten thoufand times more to be reformed ?

We have been looking up to thee, through Chrift, for par.
don, ftrength, fanttification, and counfel in firaits—{ympathy
with the churches—compaffion to the fuffering part. Where
fhould a father or a mother be, but with the fick child. O fay,
« Icome, Icome ; I will put another manner of terror en my
enemies than on my people, faying—I hate robbery : and will
confound thofe who feek to poffefs that which is not theirs ’—
O pity England! Papiits at like themfelves ; but oh! to be
wounded in the houfe of our friends is exceedingly grievous !

We have faid much—we hope we have pra eg fome—O hear,
There will be miferies in perifhing together, but fizs in deftroy-
ing each other. Oh, pity ! fo will we ever acknowledge
thee, we will remember thy judgments, and humble ourfelves.—
Never will we fay again, Welcome, war s but welcome, God
—welcome, piety—welcome, communion with God. We will
never build more on the fand, but cry to be fet up’on the rock.
Chrift is our bulwark. Dear Jefus, plead thine own caufe!

Carry us to our feveral places, caufing our fouls to rejoice in
thy falvation. Cover the fins of thefe dutics, for, &c. Amen.

THME
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THE PRAYING SHEPHERD.

NOT long aftér the year 1662, Mr. GrRoVE, 2 gens
tleman of - great opulence, whofe feat was near Rirdbufh,
#ilts, upon his wife’s lying dangeroufly ill, fent tohis parifh
minifter to pray with her. hen the meflage came, he
was juft going out with the hounds, and fent word he
woued come when the hunt was over. AtMr. GrovEe’s

exprefling much refentment againft the minifter, for
choofing rather to follow his diverfions than attend his
‘wife under the circumftances in which fhe then lay, one
of the fervants faid, ¢ Sir, our thepherd, if you will fend
for him, can przy very well; we have often heard him
at prayer in the fields.” Upon this he was immediately
fent for; and Mr. Grove afking: him whether he ever
did or could pray, the fhepherd fixed his eyes upon him,
and, with peculiar ferioufnefs in his countenance, replied,
¢ God forbid, Sir, I fhould live one day without prayer.”
Hereupon ‘he was defired to pray with the fick lady;
which he did fo pertinently to her.cafe, with fuch flu-
ency and fervency of devotion, as greatly to aftonifh the
hufband and all the family who were prefent. When they
arofe from their knees, the gentleman addrefled him to
this effe€t :=—¢¢ Your language and manner difcover you
to be a very different perfon from what your prefent ap-
pearance indicates. I conjure you to inform me who and
what you are, and what were your views and fituation in
life before you came into my fervice.” Whereupon he
told him, he was one of the minifters who had been lately
ejetted from the church, and that, having mothing of his
own left, he was content, for a livelihood, to fubmit to

_the honeft and peaceful employment of tending fheep.
Upon hearing this, Mr. GrovE faid, “ Then you fhall
be my fbepherd’—and immediately ereCted a meeting-~
houfe on his own eflate; in which Mr. INcE preached
and gathered a congregation of diffenters, which conti-
nues to fubfift to this day.

This remarkable ftory was communicated to the Rev.
Mr. PaLMmEeRr, editor of the “ Nonconformift Memorial,?
MarcH, 1801.] b by
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by the Rev. Mr. Josian THompson, who received it
from an intimate friend of Mr. BATEs, the late aged mi-
nifter of #arminfler, as he had often heard it from Mr,
BaTes himfelf—~a gentleman who fpent much time and
labour in colle@ing authentic accounts of the moft re-
markable providences relating to the church, but burnt
thema little before his death.

The diftinguithed thepherd to whom this firiking
incident relates, was one of the ejected minifters, viz.
Mr. PETER INCE, of Brazen-mofe Colitge, Oxford; who
is thus defcribed by Dr. CaLamy :— He was a good
fcholar, well fkilled in the languages, efpecially in the He-
brew, and an excellent pra&ical preacher. He had an
admirable gift in prayer ; and would, on days of prayer,
pour forth his foul with fuch fpirituality, variety, fluency,
and affeGion, that he was called praying Ince. After
being filenced, he lived with Mr. GrovE, that ornament
of his country, for learning, piety, and public-fpirited-
nefs,”

|

Drunkennefs reproved by a Beaft.

et

Tue late Rev. Reece PriTcuarD, of Wales, was for
fome time-after his admiffion into the church, awfully enfnared
by the fin of drunkennefs, but was at length recovered from itin
the following fingular way : --He had a tame goat which was
wont to follow him to the alehoufe which he frequented, and one
day, by way of frolic, he gave the poer animal fo much ale,
that it became intoxicated. What particularly firuck Mr. P,
was, that, from that time, though the creature would . follow
him to the door, he never could get it to enter the houfe,
Revolving on thiscircumftance in his mind, Mr. P, was led to
{fee how much the fin, by which he had been eaflaved, had funk
him beneath a beaft ; and he not only became a fober man from
that time, but, through the riches of divine grace, an exems
plary Chriftian, and a very fuccefsful minifter of the Gofpel.

Mr. Pritchard was the author of a well-known and much-
{xdmirttd book of Pagms, entitled ¢ The Welthman’s Can-

MEETING



{ 339 ]
JMEETING-HOUSES & ORDINATIONS.

Ipfwitﬁ, Feb. g, 1801.

REV. AND DEAR SIR,

BY the blefling of ‘God on ftated and village preaching, the
Baptift denomination increafes in this county. When I firt
came here, and for many years afterwards, there were two
Baptift Churches in the county (faying nothing of that at Bil-
derftone) and now there are feven. Three of thefe, the moft
recently formed, have paftors fet over them, who were fent
out of our Church. Underneath you have for infertion an ac-
count of the opening of the meeting-houfe at Otley, and of Bro-
ther Fenn’s ordination the next day.: The profpe& here is
very pleafing, asitisin other places. At Ipfwich we have had
eleven added fince the aflociation. More ‘are” expe@ed eré
long. Iam, dear Sir, affeionately your’s,

GeorGe‘Hazr.

Formatien of the Church at Otley, Suffolk s and the Ordination
¢f Rew, Mr. FENN.

June 235, 1800, at half paft two o’clock, the worfhip of
God began.—Sung, and G. Hall .engaged in prayer.—Mr.
Farmery (now, dear man, no more with us) preached from
Exod. xx. latter part of z4th verle, <« In all places,” &c. and,
after finging, he concluded that fervice in a ferious and folemn
addrefs to God. In the Ewening met again at haif paft fix.—
Mr. Ridley, now of Bury, prayed. The Church, a branchof the
Church &4t Grundifburg, then formed, 24 in number.—Bro-
ther Fenn was then nnanimoufly called to be their paftor.
William Ling, John Bedwell, and John Hart, were alio chofen
deacons.—A fong of praife was fung; and the worfhip con-
cluded by prayer.

June 26, 1800, at half paft ten ¢’clock, the ordination fer-
vice commenced.—After finging, Brother Cowell prayed, and
then read the 3d chapter of the 1ft of Timothy.—Brother Rid-
ley opened the work of the day; defcribed the nature of a
Gofpel Church ; requefted information as to the leadings of
Divine' Providence; and reccived anfwers from Mr: Bedwell,
one of the deacons, which were pleafing and profitable.—
Brother Fenn then gave his confeffion of faith; and, after the
Church had recognized their call ‘of him to be their under
thepherd, he, in a-very becoming manner, confrmed his ac-
ceptance of it. Mr. Brown of Stowmarket prayed the ordina-
tion prayer. And all the minifters prefent gave the fight hand
of fellowfhip. G. Hall delivered the charge, from Mal. ii, 7,

Bb 2 « For
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<« For the prief’s lips fhould keep knowledge,” &c.—Sung ; ard
Mr. Jobnfon of Difs prayed.—Brother Thompfon preached to
the Church, from 3d Epiftle of John, 4th verfe, « I bawe no
greater joy than,” &c.—Sung ; and Brother Trivett of Lang-
ham concluded by prayer. Surely God was with us. And
to fee an intereft for Chrift raifed in fuch a dark corner glad-
dened our hearts.

There was fervice alfo in the evening of this day.—Mr.
Manfor, of Horham, prayed ; and preached. The place was
crouded both days.——The Church and congregation -at
Otley have fo increafed fince the formation that they muft
ereét galleries.

Tranfations refpeting the Baptiff Meeting-Houfe and the
Church at Bury St. Edmund’s, Suffolk.

WaEeN Mr. STuarTbecame anfinhabitant of Bury,in O&o-
ber : 798, he was informed that there were fome perfons of the
Baptift perfuafion in that town, ‘who much wifhed for a church
of their own denomination in it. They immediately com-
menced a prayer meeting on the Lord’s-day mornings at feven
o’clock, and alfo on Friday evenings. The houfe was then
regiftered for preaching; letures were propofed to be on the
Wednefday eveunings ; accordingly Mr. Brown, of Stowmarket,
preached the firft of them in F ci. 1799. Mr. Ridley preached
March 20; after which, he and various cther minifters con-
tinued this weekly fervice tiil July following, whena wifh wasex-
prefied by fome of the Chriftian friends that there might be
preaching on the Lord’s days ; and, at the defire of .the people
in general, Mr. Ridley commenced preaching on the third
Lord’s day in July 1799.

During this time, the friends were looking out for a more
convenient houfe, or for a place to build one. In thé beginning
of the year 1800, ground was purchafed ; in April, the build-
ing began; in july, the houfe was ready for public worfhip *;
and opened for that purpofe on the 29th ‘of the fame month
of which particulars, the following are

BREVIATES.

Morning Service began at ten o’clock,. by finging the
praifes_of God, which was frequently repeated through the
day. Mr. Browne, of Stowmarket, read the 132d Pfalm, and
prayed. Mr. Hall, of lpfwich, preached from the 100th
Pfalm, 4th verfe—Enter into his gates awith thankfgiving, and
into bis courts with praife 5 be ihankful unto him, and blefs his
name. Concluding prayer by Mr. Eloddy, of Naughton. Met
in the Afternoon at two o’clock. Mr. Ridley read the fecond

* Mr. Oliver Pafk, and his brother, of London, kindly belped this
good wark.

chapter
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ehapter of the A&s of the Apoftlées, Prayer by Mr. Thomp-
fon of Grundifburgh. The nature of the ordinance of'
baptifm was exglained by Mr. Hupton, of Claxton. Mr.
Ridley baptized the candidates. Churchembodied, tenin number,
viz. fix men and four women. They then delegated Mr.
Ridley to prefide in their worthip. He congratulated them
on the honour and privilege they had now conferred on them
by the great Head of the Church. Right hand of fellowfhip
by all the minifters. Concluding prayer, by Mr. Hutchings of
Coggefhall. Met in the Ewening at fix o’clock. Prayer by
Mr. Caddy, of Weft Row, Mildenhall. Mr. Farmery*, of Difs,
preached from Phil. iv. 19—But my God fhall fupply all your
need, according to his riches in glory by Chrift Fefus. At the clofe
of the fermon, an excellent brother, Mr. 8, a deacon of the
Church at D. arofe, and {poke nearly as follows :—¢* My bre-
thren, permit me to expre(s my gratitude to God for his kind
and gracious appearance on behalf of the inhabitants of this
town, inraifing up this building, that the Gofpel of Jefus may
be more plentifully publithed to poor finners ; the bléfled effe@ts
of which I am a living and happy witnefs this day. Itis
known to feveral prefent, that in the early part of my life I
lived at Bury, and was, to my fhame I fpeak 1t, aringleader of
wickednefs amongft the youth of this town. God, by his pro-
vidence, removed me hence -(I truft he has renewed my heart
by his Holy Spirit) and ever fince it has been my graye_r that he
would raife up a Baptift Church in this town, and call fome of
thofe by his grace, among whom I- was the very cbi;f of fin-
ners. I fet my feal to the truths you have juft “heard from the
pu}Pit, though I am not a minifter ; and I long that the grace
winch has been manifefted to me may be extended to my old
companions now prefent, and to6 multitudes of other-poor fin-
ners, the young as well as the aged.” This unexpeéted addrefs,
made with great humility and affettion, produced a very plea-
fing effedt on the whole audience. Concluding prayer by Mr.
Cowell, of Ipfwich. It was an high day indeed.

Eight perfons have been fince baptized and added to the
Body, and four received by difmiffion from othér Churches.
And, having partook of his conftant, indefatigable lahours, the
Church at Bury called Mr. Ridley to the paftoral office.
He had been a teacher in the Baptift Church at Ipfwich many
years; is a man of acceptable talents; and being in eafy cir-

* This very zcalous, a&ive, and truly valuable man, is fince deceafed :
he departed hence, much lamented and regretted hy his own people and
the vicinity of Difs. We hope foon tc give an interefting Biography of
him in the Regifter. God has provided, L:is bereaved people, in the Rev.
Mr. Ward, with another faithful minifter, who, we hope, will he a paftar
after bis own heart, feeding them with knowledge and underftanding,

3b3 cumpitances,
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cumftances, preaches the Gofpel without money and witheut
price ; but intends, as we hear, fo to train the people, that the
next minifter, even if in inferior worldly circumftances, may
have no reafon to complain of his predeceffor. The call-was
unanimous ; and Mr. Ridléy, with a pleafing diffidence, cheer-
fully accepted it. He was ordained to the paiforal office, on
the 27th of January, 1801. '

The public duties of the day commenced with finging—Mr.
‘Caddy, of Weft Row, Mildenhall, read Ifa. Ixii. and 1 Tim-
i, and prayed—Reprefentation of a Gofpel church, by Mr.
Keeble, of London ; who alfo interrogated Mr. William Ram-
fey, one of the deacons, refpelting the leadings of Divine
Providence, and the choice of Mr. Ridley to the paftoral office.
—Mr: Ridley’s confeflion of faith.—Chusch’s confirmation of
the call by lifting up of their right hands.— Mr, Ridley’s ac-
ceptation - of the call.—Ordination prayer by the Rev. Mr.
Thompfon of Grundifburgh.—Right hand of fellowfhip by alt
the minifters.—Mr. Hall, of Ipfwich, addrefled Mr. Ridley
from A&s xviii. 9. 10, 11.—Ptayer by Mr. Ward, of Difs,—
Mr. Blomfield, of Stowmarket, addreffed the Charch from
1 Thefl. ii. 1 2. Singing, at proper intervals, through the fervice.
~Concluding prayer by Mr. Willey, now at Wattifham.

The prefence of God, fpreading holy cheerfulnefs through
the different parts of the ferviee, animated the devotions of the
affembly.

Southampton Meeting-Houfe.

On Wednefday, the 14th'of Jan. 1801, a new meeting-houfe
in the Baptift conne&ion was opened at Southampton. Three
fermons were preached on the occafion ; that in the morning by
Mr. Saffery of Salifbury, from Exod. xx. z4—In all places
awhere I record my name, 1 will came unto thee and I will blefs
thee. 'That in the afternoon by Mr.. Miall of Portfea, from
Rev.ii. 1—Who walketh in the midft of the feven golden can-
dlefticks. And thatin the evening by Mr. Horfey of Portfea,
from Plalm cxxii. 6—They fball profper that lowe thee. In the
different fervices, the brethren Bain of Dowton, Croome of
Broughton, M<Gibbon (an Independent minifter), and Moody*,
were engaged in prayer ; it appeared to be a very pleafing day
to many.. Various circumftances, of an unpleafant nature, re-
Iative to their former. place of worthip, hive occafioned the
ereftion of thic; which is neatand convenient; and, it is to
be hoped, will be of much ufe to the caufe of God in this po-
pulous town.

* Mr. Moody was ordained laft year. He continues his refidence at
Sarum; but ferves Lockerly on-Lord’s days, twelve miles ftom Sarum 5
and his labours have been bleflcd,
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Dec. 12, 1800, died, ¢ ‘Thelovely andbeloved Miss Sara#Ran-
dall Dearling,” daughter of Mr. John Dearling of Chichester.
She was the only surviving daughter of her aflifted parents, the
solace of their age, the cheering companion of their solitary hours,
who had endeared herself to them by her constantly warm attach-
nient, by her invariable filial submission, by her tegder sympathy
with them under every situation, and by whatever can birid conge-
nial souls to each other. But why do we say affiitted parents ?—
No--our God who does all things well, teaches. them humble re-
signation, and enables them at times to rejoice in the loving
kindness and tender mercy of her and their precious Redeemer,
who had made his salvation known to her, and meetened her by
his Spirit for heavenly enjoyments. Of this they are assured from
her deportment, and from a variety of her expressions in time of
health, but more especially during her last illness. .

She ‘was baptized 1n Chichester, Nov. 10, 1799, was always of
a delicate constitution, but continued well as usual till about Sep-
tember, 1800, when a very painful indisposition took place. Some
days, however, before her departure, and till the moment of her
dissolution, she was perfetly easy in body and happy in spirit.
On the 12th of December, at the age of 22 years, witha most
placid countenance and composed mind, without 2 groan, she bid
adieu to all sublunary things, and entered into thatrést prepared
for herand all the children of God.

The very last time she was at the: meeting-house previous to her
late illnefs, she applied to the person who cleans it to have the
family vault opened, in which she said she should sgon be laid, and
desired to-descend into and view it; by which itis thought that she
had some presentiment of ‘what would follow. Her remains were
there interred on Thursday forenoon the 18th of December. The
corpse was attended by a large number of relatives and friends,
by two clergymen of the established ehurch, and also by two bap-
tist ministers, Messrs. George and John Kingsford, the former of
whom prayed, and the latter spoke animatedly and siitably on
the solenin occasion. On the following Sabbath, in the afternoon,
our pious and venerable friend, Mr. Horsey, from Portsmouth (to
‘whom she was most affetionately attachcd) preached from the
words IT 1s wELL,.to a very attentive and thronged congregation.
Itwas a solemn meeting. Oh may this Providence be abundantly
santified to her father and mother, her dear sympathising kind-
hearted brother, her affeftionate sister-in-law, her other relatives,
and to the young people with whom she was acquainted, parti-
cularly in her own denomination of Christians.

On the 28th of December, 1800, died at Aberdeen, in Scot-
land, aged 29, Mr. ANDREW Hay, merchant in thatcity. He
was the son’ of Dr. James Hay,bwho was long an eminent minis-

Bbg e
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ter of the Gospel, in Elgin. It pleased the Lord not only to
make him the happy possessor of his grace, but to indulge him
with peculiar manifestations of his presence and discoveries of
his love; he grew in grace and in the knowledge of kis Saviour.
With singular piety and devotedness to God were connected the
most-vigorous exertions for the prosperity of Zion, and the pro-
motion of the cause of Christ. Among many pleasing evidences
of a revival of religion in Scotland, sabbath-schools have greatly
multiplied, and been remarkably blessed. From the previeus
attention that has been paid w the children in general, they are
sehools for religious instruflion, and, conquuent:fy, en a superior
plan te those in England. In these Mr. Hay took a decided in-
terest ; but his zealous and benevolent efforts were not confined
to them; like his master, he continually ¢ went about doing
good.”” To the poor and affli¢ted he shewed a compassionate heart
and a liberal hand. His situation in life enabled him to evidence
the generous feelings of his soul; and with those favours where-
by he supplied their' wants and soothed their sorrows he connet-
ed his instrutions and his prayers. Of him it may be affirmed
with the strictest propriety, ¢ When the ear heard him, thenit
blessed him ; and when the eye saw him it -gave witness to him :
because he delivered the poor that cried, an:fathc fatherless, and
him that had none to help himr. The blessing of him that was
ready ta perish came upon him; and he caused the widow’s heart
to sing for joy.” Job xxix. 11-13.

But many of his.virtues and deeds were concealed from general
observation, by the lovely veil his humitity and modesty drew
over them : yet so bright was the splendour of the former, so
diffusive the influence of the latter, that enough was known and
felt to attach to him no common share of affection and respeét.
As well calculated to speak a word in season to every variety of
charalter; as sedulously employed in the extensive circulatien of
religious trafls ; as a cheerful and useful companion of the itine-
rant in his evangelical excursions; as ever ¢ ready for every
good word-and work,”’ whether familiar instruétion or exposition,
exhortation or prayer——he bas left few who equal, if any who
excel him. = o

A friend of his (and one who, though then in perfect health,
was himself called to follow him to glory, on the 20th of January)
thus writes : «¢ Saturday; Dec. 27. 1 know not but dear
brother Hay has, before this time, got a sight of Jesus face to face.
I called at eight o’clock and he was very near the last ; the golden
sands were nearly run down. I think this is the eleventh day of
the fever. Not having been sensible since he taok. it, he has’
kmown no person. But as he lived he will die---a man devoted to
God. His talk has been about the poor, the dear children of the
schools, and the spread of the Gospel; such a poor man must
have something to pay his rent; another must have asixpence ;
and ¢.Oh, my dear children, what would I not do for you ; and
the Gospel should spread in spite of all opposition.’ Such is the
language of a dying Christian, who does not himself know what
he says ; but God speaks by him to us all. I will not finish this
till 1 .am able to tell you whether he is in the body or out ol:' g;c

ody.
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body.~——Sabbath day, Dec.28. A great lamentation among all
ranks of people for Mr. Hay. He speaks none, Half past
eight at night. -He is no more.——Oh, brother,” the ways of
God are mysterious. If we were to search for a reason why God
has put out such a great light, we are lost; for God gives not ac-
count of his works to the sons of men. O pray that God may
raise up another in his stead, and that he will not leave usas So-
dom, when he is taking the righteous from among us.” i
Another dear and intimate friend writes thus, after Mr. Hay’s
decease { ——¢¢ Take our late excellent friend. throughout, and
though I could not limit the Almighty, yet, when1 consider his
ordinary way of bestowing his gifts, I am bold to say-_.I despair
of seeing his fellow. - To find one of his rdnk in life and pros-
peéts, joined to a frail weak body, lay himself out with that un-
affe€ted modesty, singular meekness and lowliness, and active
zeal for the good of others, is, to say the least, very, very rare.
Many good men in his circumstances, and with his bodily infirmi-
ties, would never have thought personal exertion at all incum-
bent on them ; how few are there who so completely devoted
their time, their talents, their influence, their affeétions, their
all, to the Redeemer’s cause! this you krow as well as myself.
“You wish a full account of the last illness and death of our late
dear friend. Happy should I be to do any thing that could tend
to perpetuate the remembrance of one Iloved so dearly, and who
will ever live in my recolleftion. But you desire what cannot be
given by anyone: The peculiar circumstances of his death are a
very heavy addition to the trying stroke. The following hints are
all that can be said : ——On Wednesday, the 17th of December,
‘he was confined to his bed by a very violent head-ach, which con-
tinued to increase for the next five days, but no apprehensions
were entertained, either by himself or others, of any thing mor-
tal in his complaint. 1. called and was admitted on Saturday the
2oth. A word or two, only, passed respecting the schools, siace,
from the pain in his head, he neither could speak himself nor suffer
me tospeak. He soon after became feverish and delirious, and
so remained. Oa the Saturday following, Dec. 27, ho was given
over by the physicians, and only survived tll the next day.
During his delirium, his taik was constantly about the best things,
broken hints relative to the schouls, the poor, &c. There was
reason 1o think his faculties returned on the day of his death. He
tried hard te speak distinétly, but in vain ; 'and, alas! no Chris-
tian friend was near. He was heard to repeat the woxds ¢ My
God--my Jesus,” from the 6th Hymn,of tge 15t Book : which
hymn was admirably suited to what we have every reason to be-
lieve was his state of mind. In hislast words to me, heexpressed
his wish that I would remember him before the Lord, and to
Mr, Stevens*; and then mentioned his confidence in Goud.
Though little can be said of his lastillness and death, it.is well
that much can be said of his valuable life. He is one of those
who ¢will be had in everlasting remembrance, while the memexy
of the wicked shall rot.” He is deeply and universally lamensed.
Although awinbers ridiculed his condué, and sneered at his exer-

* The minifter of a very Sourithing Independent congregation in Aberdeen
tions,
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tions, while living, there isbut one voice now=-. that of -regret} &
striking proof of the reality and value of true religion. Itis.
abundantly clear to me, and to several others who were oftert
with him, that he was fast ripening for heaven during the con-
€luding months of hislife ; and it, might be particularly observed
in the following traits of his charaéter : deadness to the world,
peculiar tenderness of conscience, supreme valuation of God’s
word, and love to Jesus. It is no small addition to our heavy
loss, that our dear triend had no time to settle his temporal affairs.
He left no will. So that the objets upon which his heart was
most set will have' no part of his fortune. He was buried on
Thursday, January 1.1801.”

¢ We may learn,” says a minister when writing on the subjeét,
¢ that God can'do without the best of us; and, instead of think-
1ing we are of importance to the cause of Christ, let each say,
To me is this GRACE given that, 1 should preach tle unsearchable
rickes of Christ. Let us not despair for the interest of religion.
He that raised up Mr. Hay can provide another. The govern-
ment is on Christ’s shoulders; and he is infinite in wisdom, in
power, and in love.”’ :

May these brief and imperfe& hints of this eminent saint be
blessed to every rcader; may they operate as a reproof to the
luke-warm, the indolent, and the careless ; and as a stimulus to
the zealous and multiplied endeavours of each of as; that we
may pot be slothful, but imitators of #¢m, and of a// thofe who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.

The last month, died at Hadleigh, in Suffolk, the Rev. Isaac
Towms, in the 92d year of his age; who had been pastor of the
dissenting congregation in that place through the astonishing
length of 60 years. He was a man of a truly primitive spirit;
emimnent beyond most for piety, benevolence, end every other
Christian virtue. ' His life had been spent in doing good, both to
the bodies and souls of men. He was particularly attentive to the
rising generation and the children of the poor. He wrote several
of the small traéts given away by the Book Society ; and conti-
nued to preach once on the Lord’s day, till after he had finished
his goth year. As to affetion, never, perhaps, did stronger ex-
ist than between him and his children. A little before his death,
in some conversation that led to it, he said, ¢ Sure you would not
keep your father always with you; and I hope you will never
distrust that God, who has led me from my infancy to this mo-
ment. Though, I believe,.dark times are at hand, #e can proteét,
and will defend, those that fear, andlove, and serve, and rely on
him.” During his last illness, he heard as perfetly- as everhe
did in his life, which made it comfortable to him and to his chil-
dren. One thing be said to them, which should never be forgotten
by any who readit, « If the experience of ninety years has any
weight, believe that wisdoms ways are ways of pleasantness.”
His benevolence continued to operate after his confinement to his
room ; and he would inquire of his daughters whether any poor
persen had been relieved in body or mind that day. He begged

them
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them 'to let no opportunity slip of doing good themselves, or of
excitihg othersto it who are more able ; reminding them, “that,
next to the pleasure of doing good ourselves is that of causing it
to be done by others.

For more than a day he was speechless, though apparently sgn-
sible to the last, so as to manifest devotion. By upljfted hands
and eyes, - he expressed his gratitude for every drop that was given,
him.  The last words he uttered were a kind message to some
friends who had sent a seasonable supply ¢to am unwerthy
servant.” His body was kept near a fortnight without any ircon-
venience. No strong mark of age, nor even a wrinkle, was seen.
in his face. His hands remained beautifu}, nor were his nails in
the least discoloured. The lamentations of the poor, but espe-
cially of the poor children belonginieto the schools, were very
affe¢ting. Numbers of these came, begging they might see him
in his coffins said hymns over it; and desired they might Kiss
¢he hand that had so often blessed them : (he generally used to
lay his hand on their heads) ; several of them crying bitterly.

A fuller account of this excéllent aged minister may be expelt-
ed from the Rev. Mr. Ray, of Sudbury; who preached his fune-
ral sermon, which he was desired to publish. It is hoped, also,
that interesting memoirs of his life may, hereafter, be drawnup
by another hand; for which his papers will furnish ample ma-
terials.

—o————

Mr. Delanah Collyer, china-man, of Bow-lane, Cheapside,
a memberof Dr. Rippon’s Church, died Jan. 29, 1801, aged 6x
vears. His mortal remains are deposited in Bunhill-fields ; in
the interseftion, 118 eastand west, 33 north and south.

In the freest exercise of his faculties, and with great com-
posure, on the margin of death, he in substance said ;—~—

« My courfe is nearly clefed, and all within
-Is well,  I've not a fingle wifh to live—
Bleffed be God—F'm not afraid to die.
Unlefs I'm much deceived, my foul is fix’d
On Chrift—~—the rock of ages; yes, on him,
On him alone, my faith and hope rely
For pardoning mercy and eternal life.
‘What are ten thonfand thoufand zver/ds to this
Lord, grant me faith and paticace to endure
All that thy fov'reign, gracious will appoints |
A tender father would not Jeave his chid
To pine unnotic’d iv the dying hour :
And will my covenant God forfeke me now
While fiefh and {phitsfail ? impoflibic !
Lord, I’'m refigred ; thy grace fupports my foul,
‘vhen fhall T be completely fatished,
When I awake and thy full image bear.”
So faid the dying Chr{ftian man ; not with
Eclatic joy and loud triumphant fongs;
But with a faith firm fix’d on Chrift his Lord,
And a good hope through grace.———Then fell aficep
Without 2 figh, and refts ip perfe& peace. B
G.B,

On
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On Monday, Feb.2, 1801, died suddenly the Rev. Taomas
SMiTH, minister of the Independent congregation at Bedford.
The circumftances of his death were very rcmarkable. Having
removed frowm this society, of which he had been miniiter from its
first separation, to Foulmire in Cambridgeshire, (where he had
becn settled about four years). he returne% to Bedford in Oétober
Iast, at the unanimous 2nd earnest request of his old friends, who
were exceedingly rejoiced at kis coming again amongst them.
This joy, alas! was with some of them soon abated, by per-
ceiving reason to apprehend the return of an apopleétic, with which
he had been visit=d the last summer. He went on, however, with
his work in_his usua! manner, and, on th. Lord’s day afternoon,
R}eccdimg his death, having desired the assisrance. of his friend

r. Burkitt, (still in the town) he preached i amanner more’
animated and impressive than usual, and in the course of his ser-
mon introduced some things which had the appearance of a solemn
farewell. He suggested that the continuance of his services among
them was extremely uncertain, about which, on his own account,
hehad not an anxious thought. But while he was their minister,
he said that he wished to be useful among them, and reminded
them that it swas their duty te do.all they conld to assist and en-
courage him in the performaace of his work. He part icularly
insisted on the itmportance of family religion, and a more diligent
attention to private meetings for prayer. He strongly urged pray-
ing for their minister, as necessary in order to profit by his lahours,
and cautiongd them against hiiproper treatment of their future
ministers, evidently alluding to some recent circumstances.
How powerfully were these admonitions enforced by the event of
the succeeding day! £aving taken a ride with a friend, appa-
rently well, and cheerful as usval, Mr. Smith was seized with a
£it while at dinner, and in three hours breathed his last. A parti-
cular friend *, be'ng desired to preaci the funeral sermon, found
himself, through the strength of his feelings, obliged to decline the
service, which was performed by the Rev. Mr. Toller, of Ketter-
ing. .Six ministers of different denominations {for he was beloved
by all) attended as pall-bearers; and the corpse was followed by
along :rain of affeGtionate mourners. The concourse of people ot
all descriptions that attended the funeral was such, that the pro-
cession was interrupted. and multitudss were unable to get within
the meeting-house. The weighty truths delivered on the occasion
appeared to make a deep impression on the hearers :—may they
_prove abiding and effeftual! Mr. Smith has left behind him
seven orphans, happily not unprovided for.

THE CASE OF 4 GERMAN.

TO THE REV. DR. RIPPON.
DEAR 8IR,

I take the liberty to mention a circumftance, which I think

" will give you pleafure. A young man, a GExmMaN, having

fome acquaintance with one of the Members in Carter-lane,

took a fancy, as he expreffed it, to go with her to Meeting.

Heattend:d carelelsly, and feemed to pay no attentior; till one-

Lord’s-day youn rreschcd from Pfa. xxv. 3,—Let none that wait
® Perhaps Rev. Mr, Palmer, of Hackneye==Es17on,
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on thee be afbamed. At the clofe of that Sermon, you obferved
that you had addrefled Saints; and faid, you had now an awful
meffage in referve for the Sinner! "'The young man thought
you fixed your eye upon him as the Sinner for whom you had
fomething in referve! e felt hurt at being pointed out, as he
imagined, and refolved not to attend again. When Lord’s-day
morn came, he did not know how to ftop at home ; but thought,
if his friend went, he would go. He delayed till pait time, but
felt fomething which he could not account for, that compelled him
to come. He came. You preached then, Sir, from that-folemn
word—Let ‘them be afbamsd that tranfgrefs without caufe. He
faid he ‘was afraid thg whole time to look up; for he thought
your eyes, and the eyes of the Congregation, were faftened on
Jim, as 7he man that had tranfgreffed without caufe. From that
day there appeared a vifible alteration in him. He feemed to.
have a deep fenfe of his own loft_ftate, and exalted views of
the Saviour, though almoft without hope that Chrift would fave
him. Once he faid, “ T am miferable, and oxght to be fo;
but though I have no hope, I weculd not be the thoughtlefs
~wretch I was for all the world ; and never more would I fin
againft God, if I could help it, though I was fure I muft perith
for ever.” Lord’s-day evening, Jan. 4, he called on his friend,
and appeared much diftrefled. She wifhed him to take an op-
portunity to call on you. He faid he would, but went home, and
on Monday was taken ill of a fever, and continued raving till
about half an hour before he died. He then had the perfet ufe
of his reafon, faid he was dying, and withed to fee his friend
and you. The man who attended him told him it was at fuchan
hour he” could not call any body, but would in the morning.
He feemed fatisfied, and defired to be left alone. Inhabour-a
quarter of an hour he called to his attendant, and faid, « The
morning will be too late ; I fhall be gone,” Being atked,
whether he ‘could {ee, he faid, < No, I fhall fee no more on
earth ; but tell my friend Iam happy; I am a Sinner, I have
tranfgrefled avithout caufe, 1 deferve to perith, but it has not
been 1n vain to jeek the Lord ; Jefus lives, and I fhall live
alfo,” His attendant went to call the Apothecary, and when he
came back the languifthing creature atterapted to fpeak, but
for a few moments could not ; then lifting up both his hands,
he faid, « Now, Lord!” and was gone in 2 moment. He
died Lord’s-day morning, Jan. 1%, at one o’clock 5 and I
truft 'is now rejoicin%’in the prefence of God. He had been
in a place of worthip but three times fince he came to England,
about four years fince, till he came to Carter-lane, and hea-d
on. He would not atténd public worfhip ; for he faid, at that
time, he really b:lieved religion was all a deluficn. I rejdice,
dear Sir, that your Miniftry was bleffed to him. That you may
be fuppprted, firengthened, and encouraged, 'is theearneft
prayer of “Yours, &c.
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On Monday, Feb. 2, 1801, died suddenly the Rev. THoMa$
SmiTH, minister of the Independent congregation at Bedford.
The circumftances of his death were very rcmarkable. Having
removed from this society, of which he had been miniiter from its-
first separation, to Foulmire in Cambridgeshire, (where he had
Been settled about four years), he retumcs to Bedford in O¢tober
Tast, at the unanimous 2nd earnest request of his old friends, who
were exceedingly rejoiced at tis coming again amongst them.
This joy, alas! was with some of them soon abated, by per-
ceiving reason to apprehend the return of an apoplettic, with which
he had been visited the last sammer. He went on, however, with
his work in.his usva! manner, and, on th. Lord’s day afternoon,

receding his death, having desired the assistance. of his friend

gflr.’nurkitt, (stilt in the town) he preached n a manner more

animated and impressive than usual, and in the course of his ser-

mon introdiiced some things which had the appearance of a solemn

farewell. He suggested that the continuance of his services among

them was extremely uncertain, about which, on his own account,

hehad not an anxious thought. Butwhile he was their minister,

he-said that he wished to be useful among them, and reminded

them that it was their duty te do.all they could to assist and en-

courage him in the performaace of his work. He part icularly

insisted on the importance of family religion, and a more diligent
attention to privdte meetings for prayer. He strongly urged pray-

ing for their minister, as necessary in order to profit by his labours,

and cautioned them against imiproper treatment of their future

ministérs, evidently alluding to some recent circumstances.
How powerfully were these admonitions enforced by the event of
the succeeding day! #aving taken a ride with a friend, appa-
rently well, and cheerful as usual, Mr. Smith was scized with a
fit while at dinner, and in three hours breathed his last. A parti-
cular friend *, be'ng desired to preacii the funeral sermon, fhund
himself, through the strength of his feelings, obliged to decline the
service, which was performed by the Rev. Mr. Toller, of Ketter-
ing. Six ministers ot ditferent denominations (for he was beloved
by all) attended as pall-bearers; and the corpse was followed by
along train of affetionate mourners. The concourse of people ot
all descriptions that auended the funeral was such, -that the pro-
cession was interrupted. and multitudes were unable to get within
the meeting-house. The weighty truthsdelivered on the occasion
appeared to make a deep impression on the hearers :—may they
prove abiding and effe€tuall Mr. Smith has left behind him
seven orphans, happily not unprovided for.

THE CASE OF 4 GERMAN.

TO THE REV. DR. RIPPON.
DEAR BIR,

T take the liberty to mention a circumftance, which I think
will give you pleafure. A young man, a GErmaN, having
fome acquaintance with one of the Members in. Carter-lane,
took a fancy, as he expreffed it, to go with her to Meeting.
He attend.d carelelsly, and feemed to pay no attentiorr; till one
Lord’s-day you ;re:chcd from Pfa. xxv. 3,—Ler none that wait

& Perhaps Rev. M, Palmer, of Hackney,=Ba17oR.
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on thee be afhamed. At the clofe of that Sermon, you obferved
that you had addreffed Saints; and faid, you had now an awful
meflage in referve for the Sinner ! "The young man thought
vou fixed your eye upon him as the Sianer for whom you had
fomething in referve! He felt hurt at being pointed out, as he
imagined, and refolved not to attend again. When Lord’s-day
morn came, he did not know how to ftop at home ; but thoughz,
if his friend went, he would go. He delayed till pait time, but
felt fomething which he could not account for, that compelled him
to come. He came. You preached then, Sir, from that folemn
word—Let ‘them be afbamsd that tranfgrefs without caufe. He
faid he was afraid thg whole time to look up; for he thought
your eyes, and the eyes of the Congregation, were faftened on
Jhim, as rbe man that had tran{greffed without caufe. From that
day there appeared a vifible alteration in him. He feemed to.
have a deep fenfe of his own loit ftate, and exalted wiews of
the Saviour, though almoft without hope that Chrift would fave
him. Once he faid, « I am miferable, and oughs to be fo;
but though I have no hope, I wecald not be the thoughtlefs
wretch I was for all the world ; and never more would I fin.
againft God, if I could help it, though I was {ure I muft perith
for ever.” Lord’s-day evening, Jan. 4, he called on his friend,
and appeared much diftrefled. ~She withed him to take an op-.
portunity to call on you. He faid he would, but went home, and
on Monday was taken ill of a fever, and continued raving till
about half an hour before he died. - He then had the perfett ufe
of his reafon, faid he was dying, and wifhed o fee his friend
and you. The man who attended him told him it was at fuchan
- hour he” could not call any body, but would in the morning.
He feemed fatisfied, and defired to be left alone. Inh abour a
quarter of an hour he called to his attendant, and faid, « The
morning will be too late ; I fhall be gone,” Being atked,
whether he could {ee, he faid, < No, I fhall fee no more cn
earth ; hut tellmy friend Tam happy; I am a Sinner, I have
tranfgrefled awithout caufe, 1 deferve to perith, but it has no:
been in vain to feek the Lord; Jefus lives, and I fhall live
~ alfo,” His attendant went to call the Apothecary, and when he
came back the languithing creature attempted to {peak, bur
for a few moments could not ; then lifting up both his hands,
he faid, « Now, Lord!” and was gone in.a moment. He
died Lord’s-day morning, Jan. 1%, at one o'clock ; and I
truft 'is now rejoicing in the prefence of God. He had been
in a place of worthip but three times fince he came to England,
about four years fince, till he came to Carter-lane, and hea-d
you. He wounld not atténd public worfhip ; for he faid, at that
time, he really b:licved religion was all a deluficn. I rejsice,
dear Sir, that your Miniftry was bleffed to him. That you may
be fupported, ftrengthened, and encouraged, is theearneit
prayer of Yours, &c.





