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DISSENTING CHURGHES.
. -
ORIGIN OF
"THE DiSSENTING CHURCHES AT CAMBRIDGE. &e.
Drawn up by the late Rew. RosErT RosixdoN.

HE firft Proteftant Diflenting Churches in Cam+
bridgefhire were formed by the Rev. Francis Hol-
croft, M, A. fellow of Clare-Hall, Cambridge. This
gentleman was fon of Sir s Holctoft, of Weftham,
near London. He was educated at Clare-Hall. M.
David Clarkfon was his tutor, and (the afterward famous
archbithop) Tillotfon was. his chamber and bedfellow.
During his refidence at college, he embraced the Calvin-
iftic do&rines, and, approving of the Nonconformift dif~
cipline, was a communicant with the Rev. Mr. Jephcot,
of-SwatFham Prior. 'While he was profecuting his ftu~
dies at college, his chamber being over the college gate,
he often obferved a horfe waiting a long time, on a Lord’s
day morning, for one of the fellows to go and preach ag
Littlington, and often returning without the preacher,
who, perhaps, was drunk at the time, .or not recovered
from the laft night’s debauch. . Touched with compafs
fion for the fouls of the poor negel@ed country people,
and athamed of continuing idle in college when preach-
ing was fo much wanted, he offered to fupply that parifh.
The offer was accepted; and his miniftry very much
fucceeded there, to the converfion and edification of many
fouls. :
Some time about the year 1655, Mr. Holcroft accepted
of the living of Baffingbourne, where he laboured iz fea-
Jon and out of feafon 5 not only preaching on Lord’s days,
but on holidays alfo——multitedes following him. o
While Mr. Holcroft was minifter at Baffingbourne, he
formed a_congregational church, confifting of many people
of other parithes as well as of his own, befide feveral of
both town and gown from Cambridge. The firft mem-
bers of this church were embodied, and all others after-.
ward admitted on a profeffion of repentance toward God,
and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift; and the following co-
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venant was read-and fubfcribed by all—the members all
ftanding : ~

¢« We do, in the prefence of the Lord Jefus, the awful
crowned King of Sion, and™ in the prefence of his haly
angels and people, and all befide here prefent, folemnly
give up ourfelves to the Lord, and to one another, by the
will of God; folemaly promifing and cngaging, in the
aforefaid prefence, to walk with'the Lord, and with on¢
another, in the obfervation of all Gofpel ordinances, and
the difcharge of all relative duties in this church of God,
and elfewhere, as the Lord fhall enlighten and enable us.®

-Subfcribed by A, B, C; D, &c, Thus the church was
firft embodied. When a2 member was afterwards. received,
the paftor ufed to fay—* Brother (or fifter) if you now;,
in the prefence of the Lord Jefus, the awful' crowned
King of Sion, &c. do now folemnly give up yourfelf, &c.
(mutatis mutandis) fignify ic by hfting up your right
hand to the Lord.” -

And then;.on the part of the church, the perfon admit-
ting, lifting up his right hand, faide=< We, likewife, in
the aforefard awful prefence, do receive you into our-com.
mumnion, folemnly promifing and engaging to carry it to-
ward you as becomes a church of Chrift ; watching over
you in the Lord as he fhall enable us; andin teftimony
thereof do-give you the right hand of fellowfhip.”” Over
thefe people Mr. Holcroft was fettled paftor by the Rev,.
M. Staloms and others.

The cruel a& of uniformity, which ejeCted 6 mafters of
colleges, 40 fellows and fludents, from the univerfity,
and 20 incumbents from their livings in the county, ex-
pelled Mr. Holcroft aifo from Baffingbourne. However,
as he confidered himfelf the lawful paftor of his people, he
was determined to execute his office as well and as long
as he could : and as his people could not all affemble now
at one place, as. they had done before, he refolved on
preaching, praying, and adminiftering the Lord’s fupper to
them in feparate focietiess One-of thefe met at Thur-
low’s houfe, at Cambridge, another at Barrington, an-
other at Clopton, ong at Everfden, one at Guyhorne, one
at Waterbeach, &c. &c. Butas this was' too much for.
ene man to go -through, immediately after his.cjetment
in 1662 he called as general a meeting as the times would
admit of, at. Everfden; and informed the church of his de-
fign, defiring them to choofe four (of their number) elders,

: to
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to affift him. Accordingly, they chofe the Rev. Jofeph
Oddy, M. A. lately ejeted from his fellowthip of Trinity
College, and from his vicarage of Meldreth; the Rev.
Meflrs. Corbin, Waite, and. Bard, for elders of their
church. '

The paftor and elders divided their circuit, and la-
boured among the people till the next year, 1663, when
Mr. Holcroft was impriioned in Cambridge Caftle, by
Sir Thomas Chichley, for preaching at Great Everfden;;
Mr. Oddy for preaching at Meldreth ; Mefirs, Corbin and
Waite fiared the fame fate; and Mr. Bard eicaped it
only by flight. ' ' ‘

While the paftor and elders were thus feparated from
their flock, the people continued to meet for religious
worfhip, in their feveral feparate focieties. Sometimes
they fpent their time in fafting, feading the holy Scrip-
tures, and in focial prayer; at other times fome ejectad mi-
niftgr preached privately to them ; and now and then the
jailer allowed Mr. Holcroft to go out in the nighr to
preach, and to adminifter the Lord’s fupper to them; be-
fides all this, the people had fréquent letters from their
* paftor in prifén ; one of which, entiticd ¢ 4 Word to the
Saints from the Watch-tower,” was publifhed by Mr. Hel-
croft in 1668.

Perfecution operated now as at all other times : it mul-
tiplied the people, they had regular meetings, many addi-
tions, and, their paftor being abfent, they exerciied dif-
cipline among themfelves, and cut off two of their mem-
bers—Elders Waite and Bard. The firft was, foon after,
admitted 2 member at Bedford ; and the laft was received
into the church of Olney, Bucks. They were charged
with forfaking the congregation after their releafe.

After five years’ imprifonment, Mr. Oddy was fet at
liberty ; as, after nine years, Mir. Holcroft was; but both
were foon inprifoned again for preaching as before. Mr.
Holcroft’s laft impriforment was for threc years.

After their enlargement, which was firft in 1672 and
laft in 1675, they profecuted their plan with greater vi-
gour than ever; preaching at Cambridge in ipite of 2
drum which the gownfmen beat in the mecting, to inter-
rupt their worfhip ; and all over'the county, travelling
quite through the fen-towns, and being: followed by fuch
multitudes that they were often forced to preach abroad.
Mr. Oddy continued an itinerant in this county till his
death, which happened on May 3d, 1687. He was

R 2 o buried
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buried at Oakington, near Cambridge, in a fmall burying-
ground adjoining the church-yard, and given by Mr.
Holcroft, for that purpofe, to his church, in the hands of
truftees. : :
The tomb ereéted for Mr. Oddy, in Oakington bury-
ing-ground, has the following infcription upon it :
HERE LYETH BVRYED
THE BODY CF Mr. IOSEPH
ODDEY MINISTER OF
THE GOSPELL DECEASED,
THE THIRD OF MAY,
- 1687,
MARK THE PERFT
MAN AND BEHOVLD
THE VPRIGHT FOR
THE END , OF THAT
MAN 1S PEACE.
Clofe to the fide of which is another tomb, with the.
following infcription on it: )
THEY SHALL ENTER INTO PEACE.
FHEY SHALL REST IN THEIR BEDS
EACH ONE WALNIG IN HIS
VPRIGHTNESSE.
"ESTHER ODDEY.
* But who Efther Oddey was, whether wife, fifter, ot
dal;fh_ter', I know rrot : fome old people fay his wife.
itherto Mr. Holcroft had been confidered as paftor of
all the congregations in the county; but, about two years .
after Mr. Oddey’s deceafe, that is, in 1689, twoevents
fell out which occafioned thefe congregations to become
feparate churches.—One was Mr. Holcroft’s illnefs ;
for, while he was in prifon, great numbers of people vi-
fited him, to whom he preached ; and, as the exceflive
heat of the place was too much for him, he often preached
in his waiftcoat, and thereby caught fuch colds.as de-
ftroyed his health. = After his releafe, his prodigious zeal
for the falvation of precious fouls, ftruggled with and fur-
mounted his illnefs for fome years; but at length a weak-
nefs of nerves enfeebled his whole frame, and he fell into
a melancholy, which rendered him ufelefs to his people
as a preacher. - At the fame ‘time, the a& of toleration
gave the -Non-conformifts their liberty. And thefe two
events contributed to fettle our churches.
Mr. Holcroft’s pecple were a mixture of four forts.—
T he largeft part were for Independent church government,
of which there were many at Cambridge. Thefe licetxgi:id
3
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their meeting-houfe en Hog-Hill, July 17, 1689; and,
- having embodied themfelves, chofe for their paftor the
Rev. Jofeph Hufley. i . ~

A Afecond fort were for Prefbyteridn government.
“Thefe were not numerous, but they were very rich ; and,
having licenfed their houfe at Green-Street, became a fe-
parate body, and chofe for their paftor the Rev. Jofeph
Tayézr, who had been ejected from St. Edmund’s Bury
in 1002.

Thefe two meetings were certified to the juftices at the
quarter-feffions, at the fame time, and in one certificate ;
and alfo fix private houfes in Cambridge, for the purpofe
of private meetings of prayer, &c.; and the certificate
of their regiftry is dated Auguft 3d, 1639, figned William
Baron, town-clerk. .

A third fort of his people were Baptifis. Thefe, at
Cambridge, were mixed with the Independents till 1726,
whep they, allo, formed a feparate church.

There was a fourth fort, under the dire@ion of a Mr.
Davis, a Welfhman, who met feparately, at Cambridge,
but where T cannot learn, nor what becane of them. I
rather think they afterward joined with Mr. Hufley’s
people. Ihave a letter of Mr. Waites to Mr. Hufley’s
church, dated 1692, in which he endeavours to guard
them againft Mr. Davis’s antinomianifm (as he calls his
dotrine) and names his meeting a peft-houfe. T'he threc
firft differed from each other on%y in difcipline, but the laft
differed from all the reft in do&rine: in difcipline they
were Independents. :

Mr. Holcroft continued to decline till 1692, when, on
January 6th, hedied; his tomb-ftone fagls in his 5gth year;
his.funeral-fermon fays in his 63d. His courage and fpi-
rits returned before his death ; and he departed with great
joy, uttering thefe -words :— For I know, if my earthly
houfe of this tabernacle be diffolyed, I bhave a building of
God, a houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
2 Cor, v. 1. :

Mr. Holcroft feems to have been one of thofe extraor-
dinary men, in whom the excellencies of feveral men
centered. His learning was enough to have gained him
an ample reputation ; but his comprehenfive knowledge
of the Gofpel of Chrift was aftonithing. His preaching
was lefs methodical than that of his cotemporaries; but
then it was more ufeful. ¢ It appeared to me (fays Mr.
Milway, in his funergl-fermon) ¢ truly apoftolical, pri«

R3 mitive
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mitive, and divine.” His works were fharp arrows in¢
the people’s hearts ; ‘they had a quick penetrating power
and efficacy, fo that his converts were very numerous,
He was fo indefatigable in his labours, that he preached
perpetually : there is fcarcely a village hereabouts, but
fome old perlon can fhew you the barn where Holcroft
preached. He had a lion-like courage, tempered with the
moft winning affability in his whole deportment. His
do&trines were moderate Calvinifm, and he had 2 great
zeal for Nonconformity, though a greater ftill for true
picty, which he revered even in his enemies—if, indeed,
any could be enemies to fo good a man. .During the
twelve years of his imprifonmerit in Cambridge caftle, he
was of the moft cheerful difpofition; and though, in the
Jatter part of his life, his fpirits failed, yet all his conver-
fation was heavenly and ufeful, Hedied at Triplow ; his
funeral-fermon was preached at Cambridge, by Mr. Mil-
way, of Bury, from Zech, i. 5,6, and was afterwards
printed, with a preface, by Meflrs. Taylor and Hufley,
and with two copies of verfes on his death, and alfo an
epitaph by William Haworth,
The following is the infcription on Mr. Holcroft®s
tomb : .
HERE LYETH THE BODY
QF M'.« FRANCIS HOLCROFT
MINJISTE' OF THE GOSPZL
WHOE DIED IANUARY
, 68, 1693,
AND IN THE §O NINTH
YEAR OF ¥1S AGE.
BaNiL 12 ut. 3 AND THEAY
THAT BT WISE SHALL SHINE
AS THE BRIGHTNES?,
OF THE E!RMEMENT
AND THEAY THAT
TVRN MANY TO
RIGHTEOUSNES AS THE
STARES FOR EVER AND
EVER.

Several of Mr. Holcroft’s congregations, ‘who did not
choofe to embody feparately during his. life, thought
themfeives now called i providence to imitate their bre-
threa, and to form themielves alfo into churches, efpe-
cially as feveral ejefted minilters had lately died, and
others were oo far advanced in years to fupply them much
longer. M. Bradfhaw (who had been ejected from Wil-

' ‘ lingham,
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lingham, and from his fenior fellowthip inT'rinity collsge,
and who had fince preached at Childerley, Willingham,
Cottenham, &c.) died at St. Ives, 1690, 2¢. 71. Scanderet
was advancing towards 70 Taylor was near 70; and
others were, alfo, haftening home. Accordingly, in the
year 1692, the Baptift congregation at Wifbeach built a
meeting, and fettled a minifter. In 1694, the Independ-
ents at Cottenham and Willingham embodied themfelves,
and fettled young Mr. Ofland ; and, in the fame year, the
congregation at Croyden (iince at Granfdon) fettled ; as
did, alfo, Chifhill and Melbourne, Needingworth, Guy-
horne, &c. &c. Several of thefe churches fubfift ﬁiﬁ,
and fome of them are diflolved, or united to other
churches. But almoft all contend for the honout of hav
ing an Holcroft for their irfl paftor.  In fa&, he was
paltor of all, and exercifed that office over all, till the To-
leration A& took place, and over many till bis death.
. But, notwithftanding Holcroft is re}iz ned the father
of Nonconformity in the fown and county, he was not.fo
in the univerfity, for, in 1565, the univerfity petitioned
Queen Elizabeth againft the habits. The famous Carte
wright was their Margaret Profeffor; Arthur Hilderfham,
fellow of Chrift’s; Dod, fellow of Jefus; Dr. Hil,.
mafter of Trinity; Dr.  Tuckney, regius profeflor ; Dr.
Arrowf{mith, mafter of St. John’s; Dr. Goodwin, mafter
of Magdalen; Dr. Bolton, mafter of Chrift’s; Matthew
Pool, Cornwall, fellows of Emanuel; with a great num-
ber more, who held offices in the univerfity ; had diffufed
the principles of Nonconformity thoroughly in the univer-.
fity—and, by their preaching in the parith churches, in a
reat meafure, in the town, long before, and down to, lvir.
{oicroft’s time..

—

EXTRACTS

FrROM

THE MANUSCRIPT ]OURNAL

THE REV. MR. JOHN SERJEANT, |
Miffionary to the Steckbridge Iudians in the Vicinity of Oncida,
Srom the Socicty jfor propagating Chiylian Krowledge.:

NOVEMBER 10, 1790.
My. Serjeant having returned from vifiting his family at
Stockbridge, Maflachufetts, to his Indian friends at New
' R4 Stock-
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Stockbridge, and having informed them of the encourage~
ment given by the Corporation of Harvard College to-
wards their fchool, (50 dollars per year) and alfo that the:
fociety in Scotland had agreed to fupport two {chool-maf-
ters among their brethren to the weftward, &c. to thisin-
formation one of their Chiefs made the following reply :

« Father, we are very glad to fee you this evening, fo
¢ fmoke a pipe of friendfhip together.

¢ We greatly rejoice to hear your voice again, and to .
¢« be informed that you have been well ever fince you left
¢ us—that you had a profperous journey-—that your family
 is well—that through the merciful care of our God you
¢ have been carried through fo long a path. Father, we
“ now thank you for what you have done for us.

“ We defire to exprefs our gratitude to the Chiefs at
¢ Bofton who take care of poor Indians ;—that they have
¢ granted us fome further affiftance towards. the fupport
¢ of our fchools. We kindly accept the advice from
¢ them fent by you, that we’ faithfully do our part in
¢ helping the fchool-mafter in his worldly bufinefs, fo that

¢ he-may bé enabled to keep conflantly in his fchool 3
¢ and alfo that we fupply the fchool with wood to keep
% the hoyle warm. v

- ¢ We greatly rejoice to hear the good news you have
 juft tolf us, that the good people over the water have in-
“. their great kindnefs engaged to fend and fupport two
¢ fchool-mafters, to inftru@ the children of fome of our
¢ weftern brethren. We hope to hear before another
% year that thefe infirutors are gone, and the good work:

¢ begun,*
' JANUARY I, I'/91L.
An Account of a New Year's Vifit

This being the firft . day of the year, an elderly
woman invited all the members of the church, who were
‘in town, to dine at her houfe.  After we were 2ll colleéted,
fhe addrefled us in the following manner : : :

¢« My chriftian friends, ¥ am now old. I do notexpeét
¢ to live but a little whilelonger. ~Confidering:my age,
« ag often infirmities, I had no reafon to expeck to fee
« this new year. But fince we are all alive this day, I
¢¢ was defirous to fee you all together, that we might pray
¢ together, brighten” our chain of friendfhip, and -talk 2
« few moments about the affairs of Chrift’s kingdonzz anb:
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s¢ the bounties of divine providence. 1 now feel happy
& to fee you.” :

« ¢¢ After dinner (faid Mr. Sergeant) we parted in love,
“ exhorting all to be more and more engaged in the fervice
4 of our Lord and Mafter.” :

What a happy new year’s vifit T W hat an excellent ex-
ample for white chriftians to imitate !

DECEMEBER g, 1791.
The Obferwvations of @ Woman at Mr. Sergeant's boufe.

This evening (faith he) a woman who had lately loft
her hufband, made me a vifit, and faid to me as follows :~
¢« I havebeenapoor loft finner, I havedone many things
« 1 ought not to have done, and left undone thofcy things
« I ought to have done, 1 have often deceived myfelf in
< the things of religion. 1 find nothing but the power of
« God able to overcome the pride of my heart, Lately,
<« when in the wood, my mind was wholly taken up with
¢ the concerns of eternity, Many things appeared new
<« and ftrange tome. I fee the great evil of fin,—the va-
¢ nity of all things of this world,—=the plague of my own
« natural heart. I was led to put my entire truftinthe
<« fovereign mercy of God, through Jefus Chrift. *Tis
% my carneft defire that-all m; friends and neighbours
¢ would reprove me wheneverl get out of the way.”

SEPTEMBER 8, 1792.
Olfervations of a Pagan Tiufkarora Chicf.

Mr. Sergeant had been urging the neceflity of a civi-
lized life ; and concluded with faying, ¢ They muft now
< {et out in a new path, or they would be a ruined people.™
The Pagan, being a very fenfible obferving man, faid,
¢« [ fee the neceflity of it 3 I feel I am a poor, weak crea-
« ture.  When I am in my hunting walks, ¥ often cry
“ to the great SpiriT for his protection, Alfo
¢ when I am called to make 3 public fpeech, T look to the
s fame Spirit for wifdlom. 1 fee our hunting is almoft
¢« gone; we muft try to follow the path of white people,
« whom Gop manifeftly blefles. ~We are liké¢ children,
% as to getting our living by labor. I hope if white peo-
« ple love us, they will help us, and -teach us how to
« Jive,® - i ' :

FER:
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FEBRUARY I, 1793.
Solemn Refleizions on the Duty of Parents to Children.

This evening, at a conference mecting, 2 man-who had
lately loft a child, by a long and -lingering ficknefs, near
the clofe of the meeting addrefled us in the following man-
ner :—¢ My friends, I have heretofore fuppofed myfelf to
« be converted, and becomea friend to Chrift ; but, on ftriét
examination, had given up my hope. Lately I have
¢ fenfibly felt the difpleafure.of my Maker, in the death of
“ my late dear little fon. I have now clear views of
God’s almighty power ; theright he has to deprive me
¢ of all my comforts, whenever he fees fit. I have lately
viewed God every where prefent, the fole proprietor of
« the world, and all things in it. My fins came clearly .
« into my view. I faw I was a poor, dependant finner.
¢ The negle&t’of duty towards my children came parti-
« cularly into my view. I thought if my departed child
¢ fhould be loft, and, at the great day of judgment, thould
« fay, ¢ My father, or my mother, you never warned me
 of fin ; neither taught me the right way.’—If this fhould
¢ be the cafe, my mouth would be ftopped ; I fhould have
¢ nothing to fay. My friends, I with you all to pray for
¢ me, that I may be preferved from fin, and kept in the
*¢ right way,”

DECEMBER 27, 1793.
At a Conference Meeting, beld this Day,

A young man fpoke and faid, ¢ My friends, I feel my
« moft wretched fituation. I once thought it mry duty to

¢ profefs religion, but by my repeated falls into fin, 1 fear
¢ I never had the true knowledge of Chrift.  But fill, I
¢ blefs Gop I am continued to this time, and that it has
¢ pleafed Gob to lay open my heart to me again, and re-
¢ new my conviction.”

JANUARY 24, 1704
Confeffior: of . a Female at a Church Meeting, for the Sin of Intem-
perance.

¢ Brethren, (faid the) I went laft fall to Albany, with
« my-fick daughter ; not allowing myfelf to tafte a drop
¢ of liquor all the: way, nor had I tafted any {pirits for
¢ feveral years. But falling into company with fome of
“ my kindred, they urged me to drink with them. 1
« drank, as I fuppofe, about a gill, which overfet me.
« When I came to myfelf, I thougtit much on my fin zg\ﬁ

~
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< fall. It happenzd on the Lord’s Day, I thought 1 had
¢ committea an unpardonable fin. immediately afked
¢ the forgivenels of my compariens :—have never tafted
¢ any more from that time to this. I have frequently-
¢ humbled myfelf before the Lord for this my great fin
and fall. Now Iceme to afk your forgivenefs 5 and, if
you think me worthy, that you would again receive me
¢ intd* your charity.”

.
~

[§

-

FEBRUARY 17, 1794.
Confefion of an aged Woman,

This mornitg an old woman came to fee me, and faid,
¢ I have thoughe much of what I have heard from you of
© late, Iheve longdzen a perfedt Heathen in my heart:,
' w—ncver believed in the religion of Chrifte 1 find my
“ nature is decaying. I fzall foon appear before my
« Judge. I greatly fear and tremble. I never made a
« prayer till sbout a week paft. I have hada long ftrug-
¢ gle with my wicked heart.  Now I think I love to
« pray. I am a poor miferable creature, not worthy of
¢ any favor.”

Dzclaration of a Tufearera Woman under Conwiltion.

M. Sergeantafked her how the now viewed the things
of religion,~~the all-important concerns of her foul ?

¢ I view them (faid the) after the fame manaer I have
#¢ herétofore done.. I confider myfelf like a.dog, depen-
“¢ dant on his mafter for fupport. If Gon thows me any
¢ mercy, { fhall rejoice; if not, itis right I thould be de-
¢ nied. But [ will wait in the way of humility,”

~

-~

SEPTEMBER 26, 1704.
Sentimeatal Remark of an aged Man.

This evening attended a Conference Meeting, An old
man, one of the profeflors faid, ¢ I feel by my old 2ge [
¢ muft foon die. I think I feel the importancg of being
¢ prepared ; and, in order for that important change, 1
¢ know i muft be humble. 1 think I often feel like a lit=
¢ tle child, and oiten humble mgfelf tefore my Saviour.”

~Biejfed temper ! 1¥hafo humbleth himfeif fball be exalted.
JANUARY 5§, 1795.
Olfervations made by a young Man at a Conference Meeting.
« My friends, it is now feven years fince I was firft

¢ awakened, and thought mylelf converted. But by fre-
) ¢ quently
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« quently falling into fin, I find myfelf fill a ftranger teo
 true religion, and have continued in a ftupid, forlorn
¢ condition. Of late my mind has been affe¢ted with m
¢ awful condition. The calls and invitations of the Gof~
« pel appear to me to be perfuafive and prefling. I find
“ myfelf without excufe. 1 am a wretched, undone fin-
“ ner. Pray for me, my dear friends. I find'l can make
“ no other prayer than what was made by the publican,
« God be merciful'to yie, a finner.” '

JUNE 19, 1795.
Declaration of a Female, in order to join the Church.

Ata Church Meeting, at which the wife of Ceufick, 2
Tufkarora woman, was examined at her defire to join our
church ; fhe being requefted to manifeft her mind, faid,
« I have long been attentive to religion. Some years
« fince 1 thought I was converted, but foon found my
¢ foul in darknefs. But, through the mercy of God, my
« mind of late has been delivered, and the difficulties re-
¢ moved. I now feel it my indifpenfable duty to take
¢ upon me the public profeffion of religion ; and hope, by
« the grace of Gop, to be able to live agreeably to this
¢ holy profeffion,”

»

JULY 15, 17G6.
Immortality of the Soul.

A conference meeting.—Queftion, “ What evidence
can we bring to convince a Heathen of the doétrine of the
immortality of the foul?” One anfwered, * The beft
« evidence was from God’s word, which plainly declared
¢ it,” Another anfwered, ¢ That in this life the mind of
# man can never find complete fatisfaltion.”

‘ =

ORDINATION.

Rev. Mr. BENJAMIN COXHEAD, Loxnpon.

ON Thurfday, O&. 30, 1800, Mr. Benjamin Cox-.
uEap, {called to the work of the miniftry by Dr. Rirrox’s
Church, . and for feveral years a ftudent at Briftol under Dr.
Ryiranp,) was ordaed at Wild-ftreet, Lincoln’s Inn Fields,
over the Baptift Church late under the ‘pa.ﬂoral care of the
Rev, SamuzL StennerT, D. D, decealed, The
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The Service commenced with reading and prayer, by the
Rev. Mr. Stith. o

Mr. Thomas Thomas delivered the introductory difcourfe,
atked the ufual queftions, and received Mr. Coxhead’s confel-
fion of faith. - : : :

Mr. Booth prayed the ordination prayer, laying on of hands;
in which he was acccmpanied by Dr. Rippon, Mr. Smith,
Dr. Jenkins, and Mr. Jarman. :

Dr. Rippon gave the charge——Mr. Button prayed——
Dr. Jenkins preached the fermon to the church-——and Mr.
Dore concluded in prayer. :

The congregation fang at proper intervals—and the account
of the proceedings of the church in this bufirefs, delivered by
Mr. Pitt, was perfeétly fatisfalory. '

The introdu&tory difcourfe’ (by Mr. Thomas) confifted of—
Refle®ions on the walue and importance of the Gofpel—The
gradual difeoveries of Evangelical Truth, from the earlieft pe-
riod to the time of Chriit”and the Apoftles—The means which
God has been pleafed to appoint and fan&tion for the fpread
of the Gofpel 1in the world, and for the effetual application
of it to the falvation of finners; the chief of which, he obferv-
ed, was preaching—This led to a concluding refle®ion on the
nature 2nd conflitution of Chriftian Societies, gathered by the
preaching, and formed by the authority of the Apoftles; to-
géther with the mode of ordaining paftors or elders in thofe
churches, which (he faid) appears to have been by prayer,
fafting, and impofition of hands.

MR. COXHEAD’S CONFESSION OF FAITH.

As divine truth is certainly an objet of the firft importance,
it ought to intereit the diligent attention and inquiry of every
rational creature. It is furely of great confequence, that thofe
who profefs to teach oth=s fhould themfelves be found in the
faith.  Although, I conceive, no man is accoyntable to 2nother
for his fentiments of religion, yet it is proper and neceffary, in
confideration of our conneftions with one another, as well as
upon account of the excellence of truth itfelf, openly to avow
the principles we efponfe. It appears peculiarly fit that this
thould be done by me upon the prefent folemn occafion, for the
full fatisfalion of the church which meets in this place, and
of the minifters, and others who are prefent. I am therefore
willing, moft plainly, to ftate, as in the prefence of God who
fearches the heart, and before this affembly, what T conceive o
be religious truth. .

I begin by declaring my firm belief of the grand and fun-
damental article, that there is 2 God. The exiftence of a Sa-
preme Being, I conceive to be evident from the general confti.
tution and frame of the mniverfe, and from the order, fitnefs,
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and beauty of every 'part. But though the heavens, and the
-earth declare the being, and gloiy of God, yet I believe, for
creatures in our condition, fome farther revelation is abfolutely
neceffary, in order that we may know aright, what” God is,
what we are, what are our duty aad our intereft, and how we
are to perform what is incumbent upon us. This revelation 1
believe God has given us. _

The books of the Old and New Teftament I receive as the
-infallible word of Jchovzh, believing them to contain, all that
it is necefiary for us to know, and to do. Embracing therefare
the fcriptures as divinely infpired; I become {o acquainted with
the nature and will of God. as would have been impoffible with
every other means of injoraatior *athout them.

On the ground of fcrinture teftimony, I believe, that there
is one only Living and true God; poffeffed of all pofiible perfec-
tion: that he is eternal, unchangeable, emnipotent, and omni-
prefent; iufinitely wife, holy, and gracious; the only proper
objet of religious worfhip and adoration.

I believe moreover, that, in the urity of the godhead, there
exift three diftin@, and equally glorious perfons: the father,
the fon, and the fpirit. '

I believe that Ged is the infinite firft caufe: that he vpholds
all things by his almighty power, and is the only rightful, and
fupreme governor of the univerfe: thae all creatures and all
things are under his control, znd fubie& to his will, which is
ever in perfect harmony with his infinite wifdom and goodrnefs.

I believe alfo, that the Supreme Being has rot only 2 perielt
‘knowledge of every occurrence aud cvent; but that he has
foreappointed every thing that has, or that ever wili, come to
pafs; yet fo, as that while he is the author and fource of all
.good, the moral evil that takes place is not caufed, bur per-
mitted only by him, and its natural tendency overruled for the
accomplitument of the ncbleft defigns. I believe, that God
created every being, and every thing, perfedtly good: that all
his rational creatures were made completely holy and happy,
yet that as finite beings they were all capable of change: that
God gave his creatures a law, which was perfe@ly realoaable
and good; and which they had jufcient power to cbey; but
being left to their native freedom, a pirt of the Angelic Iiofts,
and our firft parents alfo, voluntarily finned againft God, and
loft kis image and favour. '

I alfo believe, that Adam was as well the federal as the na-
tural head of all his pofterity, and that all hie offspring finned
in him, and entirely loft their original righreoufnefs, ‘The na-
tural confequence of Adam’s fin, I belicve, is complete and
everlafting deftru&tion to himfelf and to all his pofterity: yet
that God, forefeeing the fall cf mau, ard the drezdful confe-
quences that muft naturally refult, did, from all eternity, of his
ewn fice and unfpeakabie grace and compaflion, determin‘g to

ave
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" fave completely a large propostion of miferable finners of the
human race, who were equally undeferving with the reft.

I. believe, that there was an eternal compa& between the
glorious perfons in te Trinity, wherein each engaged to take
an efféntial and iiluftrious part in the deliverance and eternal
falvation of thofe who were the obje@s of {cvereign mercy and
love: the divine father agreeing to give his eternal fon to be
their faviour; the fon to undertake the arduous work of re-
demption; and the blefled fpirit, to prepare them for the ever-
lafting enjoyment of.God in Heaven: and that thus, of the
free favour of God,”a great number of mankind were chofen
in Chrift, and predestinated to the certain enjoyment of all the
bleflings of grace and glory, .

I believe alfo, that 1 confequence of his own voluntary en--
gagement, the eternal, and equal fon of the father, at the time
when he was to appear in our world, aflumed both the parts
of our nature, a human {foul, and a human bedy, and neither
the-one nor the other before.

I believe, that the Saviour’s conception was miraculous; that
h¢ was born immaculately pure and holy; and that the di-
vine and human nature, were necefiarily united in the woan~
derous and glorious mediatorial perfon of Chriff, to coaftitute
him fit to accomplifh the werk of man’s redemption.

I believe that Chrift in his mediatorial perfon, made a proper
and full atonement for all the fins of the ele&, with the exprefs
defign that they all fhould be delivered from the curfe of the
law, and conftituted juft in the fight of God: alfo that having,
as the fubftitute of his people, become obedient even unto
death, -he was laid in the grave; on the morn of the third
day arofe from the dead, and foon after afcended to Heavens
where, as mediator, he appears in the prefence of God, and is
invefted with the fulleft authority, and the greateft glory.

I believe, that 2ll men are born in a ftate of total depravity,.
entirely deftitute of the leaft degree of true holinefs; and that
there is not the fmalleft hope, that any cne will ever truly turn
to God of' his own accord: that it is as really impoffible, for
thofe -who, from an internal cdrrupt principle, are accufiomed
to do evil, to learn to do well, as it is for the Ethiopian ta.
change his fkin, or the leopard his {pots. I nevesthelefs be-
lieve, that man is criminal upon account of all that is amifs in
his heart, and in his }ife; and that the blame of his fin is to be
laid upon himfelf alone.

I believe, that regeneration is entirely the work of the divine
“fpirit, and that the foul turns to God only unler kis f{pecial in-
fluence : yet I conceive, that the fpirit\{o operates upon the
minds of thofe who arc regenmerate, that they are as really
willing in the {fervice of God, as they were before in the fervice
of &n. .

1 believe, that grace in the heart is accompanied Wit}; the

’ Tuits
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fruies of righteoufnefs, or with a condu& conformable to the
will of Gog; that all the fruitfulnefs of Chriftians, is in virtue
of their ‘union to Chrift: that all the grace they have is com-
municated to them by the holy fpirit, and that his influences
are abfolutely neceffary to their performance of any thing that

is {piritually good. .

" 1 believe, that the moral law is the eternal ftandard of du-
ty to all rational creatures, and that nothing can free them
from its obligation and anthority: fo that, altheugh the faints
are delivered from the curfe it denounces againft fin, it is ftill
the’rule of their condud, and that obedience to it is enforced’
by additional motives from the Gofpel.

I believe, that the work of grace, once begun, will never be
relinquithed by its great author, or left incomplete ; but that
grace in every inflance fhall iffue in glory.

I believe, moreover, that the public miniftry of the word,
is a ftapding ordinance of Chrift, and is defigned as the ho-
moured mean of calling in the ele®, and of building up thofe
who have believed throngh grace. Iam alfo affured, that the
warious means of grace which God has appointed, are defigned,
and neceflary for the fpecial advantage of all the faints, and
that it is only in an attendance on them, they are warranted to
expe& the prefence and blefling of God.

I believe, that the glad udings of falvation through Chrift
are to be proclaimed to every creature, and that ail who hear
the Gofpel are by it called to repent of fin, and to believe on
the fon of God.

1 believe, that the vifible church is to be compofed of thofes
who, in a judgment of charity, are born again of the {pirit of
God ; that Chrift is the head of the church, and that no man
whatever, has a right to difannull what he has enjoined, to
make the leaft alteration in it, or to exa& any new laws of re-
gulations.

L believe, that Chrift has. inftituted in his church two pofitive
ordinances—baptifm, and the Lord’s fupper : that thefe are in-
cumbent on every chriftian, and are to follow a profeffion of
repentance and faith. The ordinance of baptifm, I conceive .
to be truly adminiftered only by immerfion of the whole body
in watet, 1n the name, and to the honour of the father, the
fon, and the holy fpirity and shat thofe alane who have been
ba‘plized after the example, and agreeable to the command of
Jefus Chrift, have a right to the ordigance of the Lord’s fupper;
yherein the dying love of Chirift js celebrated by the church,
in pastaking the elements of bread and wine.

I believe, that the communidn of fiints is efpecially pro-
moted, by their walking together according to the order of the
Gofpel, as fellow members of 2 particilar of Chrift; and
that it is alfo-incumbent on all the faints to cultivate to the'

utmoft
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utmoft of their power, a fpirit 6f union and love with all the
people of God, of every deromination.

I believe, that the fouls. of the faints, at death, go imme-
diately to the full enjoyment of God in heaven; and that the
mifery of the fouls of the wicked is immediately confequent
ppon their diffolation.

I alfo believe, that God will in every inflance affert the rights
of his law and government; and that.this will be done parti-
calarly by a general judgment atthe laft day; at which period,
God the Redeemer, and Saviour of the church, will appear in
his mediatorial glory, the bodies of the dead will be raifed, and
re-united to their fouls, and each.-one will receive from the
mouth of Chriff, a. juft, and final fentence, Then; I believe,
a complete {eparation will be made between the righteous and
the wicked, that the finally impenitent will be configned to
everlafting torments, and that the faints will all be admitted to
the heavenly ftate; where, perfetted in holinefs and in blifs,
they will fpend eternity in praifing God and the lamb. -

Thefe are the articles: of my ftedfaft: faith, and which I fully
intead, by divine affiftance, to flate, maintain, and defend, in
the courfe of my future miniftry. Senfible howevef, of my
great liability to miftake, I defire to be continually favoured
with the teachings of the blefled Spirit; that I may be led into
all truth. And may our united requefts now afcend to the divine
throne, that grace may be given to me, and to all the minifters
of Chrif}, to fpeak the truth boldly, and affe@ionately, as we
ought to fpeak ! that the beft effe@ts may be produced by our
endeavours ; and that, being kept faithful unto death, we may
each receive a crown life, from the hands of Him, whofe we

are, and whom we ferve. :
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NECESSITIES
OF

TWO POOR DISSENTING MINISTERS.

TO DR. RIPPON.
DEAR SIR,

FINDING there is to be a colle@ion next Lord’s day for the.
poor Baptift Minifters in England and Wales, permit me to
tranfmit you, an account of a poor Welfh minifter, to whofe
diftrefled fituation I was an eye-witnefs'a fhort time fince.

Being on a vifit. in the lower part of Pembrokefhire, and
riding out one morning with a friend, as we. paffed along the
road, he pointed to the houfe of a paor Baptift minifter, and
informed'me that the pious inhabitant, who was. in. his 85th
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year, was expeéted hourly to bid adieu to every thing here be-
low. I requefted my friend to ride flowly on, while [ called in
to fee the good old man :—but how fhall I'defcribe the poverty
and diftrefs of this miferable habitation! it had but one apart-
ment ; the floor was the fod ; there was neither ceiling nor
chimney, fo that the fmoke difperfed through a hole in the
fhattered roof, and partly out at the door : the only provifions
in the houfe were a little barley bread and cat-meal; a few
potatoes were deemed a luxury—the poor old man lying on a
_ bed of ftraw, and the only covering he had was a miferable
rug.
CI'Ipon my appearing much fhocked at his uncomfortable fitu-
ationgrhe pointed upwards with his finger, and faid « Heawen /
#¢ Heawen'! ”——The only attendant and companion he had
was a daughter, upwards of fixty years of age, with whom
Ileft a trifle,—and which I only mention, in order to add, that
the gratitude of both father and daughter can be more eafily
congeived than defcribed. o :

Lleft them overwhelmed with tears of thankfulnefs, and was -
afterwards informed that the dear good man, in about three
days, left his miferable cottage to inherit a building of God—
a houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Iam, &ec.
Nowvember 22, 1800. R.B.

Extra& of a Letser to M. 1. S. in London, from a Miniffer of the
Tudzpendent Denomination.

As to the cafe of our people, they are moft of them day-la-
bourers, many children, and upon the parith. The fubicribers
are all dead and in glory, but two, and they can give but a
trifle; but as honeft fincere people as any between my houfe and
yours ; glory to God for his free grace and power. May he
preferve and keep them! Poor things, I have been with them
almoft fifteen years, and never had one hour’s uneafinefs amongft
them; that is my comfort; the Lord increafe their number.:
Amen. My income from them is twelve pounds per year, your
exhibitions cluded ; and fcur pounds per annum go for coals
for fires and two pounds per year for houfe and garden, and the
reft we have to live upon: bieffed be the Lord for that! I have
a poor good fickly wife, who has been bad for twelve years ;
and I have three children at home, who have been ili fince the
lIaft May, but the heavenly phyfician fupports them. I havea
little fchool brings in five pounds per annum: bat, as Lord H.
has fold his‘manor, three eftates, as this is his gift, I fuppofe it
will be loft, and if not, as I am in the 74th year of my age, I
fear I cannot occupy it any longer than this fummer, and fuch a
high mountain to go over; I have occupied it going on of nine
years: but the Lord is all-fufficient ! And
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And now I fhall inform you of our manner of living, though
{ometimes it varies, but not a great deal; yet biefled be God
for what we have! Wherefore fhould a living man complaini—
2 man for the punifhment of his fins! We are often complaining
of hard times, but not of hard hearts. Our living in the fpring
and fummer is moftly of crefles, and falt, and bread; cabbage,
falt, and bread and butter, if we can have it ; garden-beans
and falt, carrots and f{alt, and bread; meat we can have but
little; and in_.winter potatoes and falt, as I told you before.
Here we find .that word true, namely, A dinner of herbs,
where the love of God is, is better than a flalled ox and hatred
and firife therewith.” Oh, bleffed be God, for this! As for
butcher’s meat, we have had none for many months; but the
Pafchal Jamb fweetens all, though eaten with bitter herbs. As
for drink, we have had none thefe five or fix years; but thanks
be to God, as my poor wife fays, we have good water,—and .
the water of life. A little whey we fometimes get in the
fummer, fometimes a little milk, yet it is but feldom ; and as to
our linen, it can be but poor, both for our backs and beds:—
but it is well to be clothed with. the clean linen, the righteouf-
nefs of the faints.  'We keep our children clean as poflibly we can.

Come, my friend, we have feen the dark fide, now let us
view what faith can fee in the work : Rom. viii. 18; 2 Cor. iv.
17, 18; IHaiah xliii; Pfalm xxxiv. xlvi. L. 15. xcii. ciii; Ifaiah
xii; Plalm xxxii, xxxvii. 4, and two laft verfes; Zacha. xiii.
9; Matt. vi. 26, 34; Lament. iii. 25, 26. This is fufficient
to fhow that I do not live on bread alone, but on the word and
promifes of God; and if the hairs of my head are all num-
bered, I am fure all my troubles, forrows, and afliions are;
and my dear Jefus has promifed to fupply them. ThusIam
taught te live by faith. I know it'is well for a minifter to live
above the {miles and frowns of the world ; bat, if it cannot be
he;d, we muf ftoop to Providence, and beg to be ufeful to God’s

ory,
£ I hope to be free from all wants foon—Oh, pray for ns!

FRENCH PRISONERS AT LIVERPOOL.

THE friends of humanity and of religion will be pleafed to
hear that the Societies in London’are extending their influence
even to foreigners and prifons.

Our friend from the north informs gs of the following cir-
cumftances. '

The Rev. Mr. P , who was fent to Liverpool by the
Society iin the latter end of November laft, to diftcibute. re-
ligious traéts among the French Prifoners, met with a2 good

Sz reception,
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veception. Lieutenant F. walked with him to the prifon, and
ordered him to be admitted whenever he came. The phyfician
alfo was pleafed to find that the Society had noticed thefe mifer-
ahle and -pitiable creatures ; he politely informed the better fort
of perfons among them of the intentian of this firanger, defiring
them to regard what he had to fay.

Rev. Mr. D. one of the minifters of the town, accompanied
Mr. P, They went all over the prifon, and, in feveral apart-
ments, good attention was given. A few tra&s were diftributed
among the prifoners, of which they approved. Two of them
{aid they were Proteftants, of the fentiments contained in thefe
pieces, and were glad to fee any perfon on:fuch an errand. He
then appointed to meet them, and others, the next day at eleven
o’clock; Mr. Lieutenant F. ordered a room for them to meet
in, which he {ays fhall be Mr. P’s chapel. o

Mr. P. now vifits the prifon every day, It is a filthy place.
The greater part of the prifoners are dirty and miferable, yet
many are of a decent appearance and look well. His proteffant
hearers, are, moft of them, as clean as their fituation will admit
of, they were about rwenty-four of that profeffion, and feem
very defirous of inftru@ion— and this they as much need as fome
of our Englifp Proteftants; for three or four came into the
room one day, and atked Mr. P. to make them chriftians,
agreeing that the Traéts were good, but that they could not
underftand them,

As Mr. P. found that the propounding and an{wering queftions,
met their approbation more thanany other method, with theaffift-
ance of another minifter, who underftands French, he is making
out a Catechifm, for the printing of which, the Liverpool
friends, who very much approve of the plan, will cheerfully
pay. The prifoners are pleafed in profpe& of it, and intend to
anfwer a few queftions every day. What the iffue of this infant
fcheme may be, it is not for us to predi@®. But the good peo-
ple, on the fpot, of different congregations, fay that appear-
ances are defirable. It is pleafing to add, that there is a young
man, an inferior officer, among the prifoners, who {peaks
Englifa pretty well, is a Proteftant, and always accompanies
Mr. P. and interprets whenever it is needful. Mr. P. withes
himfelf better qualified for this great work, and would, no
doubt, be glad of an intereft in the prayers of his chriftian
friends. :

mm——

Anecdate given as a Note in Dr, Ryland’s Sermon on
Gen. 14i. 4. entitled .
¢ THE FIRST LIE REFUTED.” .
NOT many months ago, a very refpeQable friend related to
me the circumftances of 2 young man’s death, who was killed
n
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in a duel. I omit naming the perfon or the place; though I
could mention both, for they were infested in the public papers
juft after the event; and my friend was on a vifit at the time,
in-the neighbourhood. The two combatants were expeéted
foon to have been clofely allied, by the marriage of the one to
the other’s fifter. But a quarrel taking place, a challenge was

iven, and this unhappy youth was carried home mortally
wounded. When hismedical attendant intimated his perfuafion,
that the confequences would be undoubtedly fatal, inftead of any
repentance for thus throwing away his life, and prefiming to
rufh unbidden into the prefence of his Judge, the dying finner
rejoined, Well I don’t mind it, I would fland to be fbot at agaix.
He confented, however, at the inftance of the {urgeon, to fend
for a clergyman, and began himfelf brokenly to repeat the
Lord’s prayer.” [How muft the fifth petition fit the lips of a
duellift!} His father being informed that his fon was near his
end, came into the room, to take his leave of him, and at-
tempted to comfort him in the following manner :-— Well,
¢ Son! Ifind you muft dic, Iam forry forit. But I wonld
¢ not have you to be too much caft down: you are a very
* young man, and cannot have committed any great fins. —
¢¢ Befides, you know Chrift died for us all; and we all ftand
«.the fame chance,” If poffible, it is more awful flill, that
this miférable .addrefs thould have been mentioned with appro-
bation by one who heard it. ¢ Old *#s#*#s* talked well to
<< his fon, I did not think the old man had had fo much reli-
¢ gion in him.”

, .
RURAL SOLITUDE,

A POEM ON MUSWELL HILL,
(The place of his Refidence,)

BY THE LATE REV.SAMUEL STENNETT, D.D.

———

TIR’D of the world’s inceffant noife,
And fick of all its flattering joys,
1 hail the day—I blefs the hour—
T'hat brings me to my rural bew’r.
In fweet rele&ion, herel fit;
And here enjoy the foft retreat ;
Afcend my little low’ry mount,
And there life’s weary fteps recount 5
Then caft my cheestful eye around,
O’er diftant hills and mofly ground ; o
*er
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O’er fields, attir’d with vernal green,
Enraptur’d with the pleafing fcene.

T'he fleccy theep, the harmlefs lambs,
"That iportive play about their dams ;
‘The vi’lets, fow’rs, and fhrubs that rife,
And taller trees that tempt the fkies;

All firive to make mehappy here—
Happy, without an anxious care ;

Strive todivert. my thoughtful breaft;
And calm my palions into reft.

Thus footh’d by Nature’s filent voice,
And charm’d with thefe her artlefs joys,
1 feel my foul prepar’d-to hear
‘What Heav’n thall whifper in my ear.

>Twas in the ev’ning of the day,
When the bright'Sun’s declining ray
Darted his light thro’ Eden’s trees,
Waving their tops with gentle breeze ;
>Twas then the God that dwelis on high
Deign’d to defcend from yonder fky,
And, in a form divinely {weet,
To own an:d blefs that fair retreat.
There he was us’d to walk, and there
To entertain the happy pair,
With new difcov’rics of his will,
And joys that none bur angels feel.

Oh ! would he deign to vifit me,
In mercy mix’d with. majefty ;—
Deign, when I walk in ev’ning fhade,
Amid’ft thefe bow’rs his hands have made,
T'o whifper foftly in my ear
The gentle word I long to hear—
« Thy many fins are all forgiv'n;
¢ Thy worthlefs name is writ in heav’n:”
The rapt’rous news I'd fpread-around,
T'he words fhould echo back the found,
I’d write his name on ¢v’ry tree,
And tell the world his love to me :
This foft—this fweet enchanting {pot
Should never,. never, be forgot ;—
My friends, my neighbours, all fhou’d know
There 75 A PARADISE beiow !

THE
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PROTESTANT DISSENTERS’ REGISTER.
- &c. &c. &c.

- R .

PRESENT STATE

OF

THE LAWS RESPECTING NON-CONFORMISTS.*

—

BY a fucceffion of ftatutes from the reign of Elizabeth
down ta the Revolution, Papiftsand others, not con-
forming to the worfhip of the Church of England, were fub-
jected to a great variety of pains, penalties, anddifabilities,
which it is needlefs here to detail, though but few of thefe
laws were dire&tly levelled againit Proteftant Diffenters ;
yet, as Non-conformifts, they were always included, and
therefore for their relief the At of the sft of William and
Mary, commenly called the Toleration A&, was pafled.
‘The fentiments of thofe times on religious liberty, being,
however, limited within very narrow bounds, Diffenting-
Minifters and fchool-mafters were left under the obliga-
tion of declaring their unfeigned aflent to the truth of the
do@rinal articles of the Church of England, which being
difbelieved by many, and the right of the magiftrate to im-
pofe them as terms of toleration being denied by all, feve-
ral applications were made for farther relief. After re-
peated folicitations, an A& was paffed in the 1gth of his
prefent Majefty, by which they were freed from this bur-
then, on condition of fubfcribing a declaration inftead
thereof.+

The fituation then of Proteftant Diflenters, under the
exifting laws, may be briefly ftated under the following
heads.

Firft, With refpect to the laity :

Secondly, The clergy : and

Thirdly, Their places of worfhip.

Firft.—Diflfenting laymien, to avail themfelves of the
Toleration-A&, if-they do not fcruple an oath, muft tak;,

thofe

* No notice is here taken of the alteration which was made in the fitva-
tion of the Catholics, by the 1:a of the prefent King, as Froteftant Difienters
were not affe@ed by any of the proviiions of that A&.

4 ¢ 1; A.B. do folemnly declare, in the prefence of Almighty God, thot
¢« I am a Chriftian and a Protcftant, and as fuch that I believe that ths
¢ Scriptures of the Old aud New Telament, as-commonly received amorg
¢ Proteftant churches, dowontain the revecaled will of God, and that I de
¢ rgceive the fame as the rule of my dodrine and pradlice.”
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thafe of allegiance* and fupremacy, and fubferibe the de-
claration againft Poperyt ; thofe who have that fcruple.
muft fubfcribe the fame declaration ; and, inftead of taking
the oaths, two other. declarations fpecified in the a&.t
But, though by a compliance with thefe requifitions, they
are exempted from all pofitive penalties; on acceunt of
non-conformity, and are not compellable to take on them
any offices of burthen to which the facramental teft is
annexed,§ yet they flill remain excluded from all places of
truft, profit, or emolument, under the crown, and, in com-
mon with other perfons, are forbidden to diffeminate fuch
opinions as are deemed heretical, efpecially concerning
the Trinity. , ) )
Secondly.~—Minifters, befides. the oaths and declarati-
‘ons in common with Laymen, are obliged alfo to fubfcribe
the declaration before-mentioned of the 1gth of George
1I1. inftead of the Articles of Faith. Thisis to be per-
formed at a General or Quarter Seflion, where the magif-
trates are enjoined to adminifter the oaths, &c. and the
clerk to enter the tranfattien on record ; which being
done, the perfon is authorized to exercife his profeffion,
and the Minifter is exempted from ferving in the militia,
on juries, or in any other parochial office.]j But, on rei
mova

* Oaths of allegiance and fupremacy. ¢ I, A.B. do fincercly promife .
# and fwear, that 1'will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majefty
% King George I {o help, &e."—<¢ I, A. B. dofwear, that I do from my
% heart abhor, deteft, and abjure, as impious and heretical, that damnable
* do&rine and pofition that Princes excommunicated or deprived by the
s Pope, or any anthority of the Sec of Rome, may be depofed or murdered
« by their fubjes, or any other whatfoever. And 1 do declare that no
* foreign Prince, perfon, prelate, ftate, or potentate, hath, or ought to have,
*« any power, jurifdiction, fuperiority, pre-eminence, or authority, scclefi-
‘& aftjcal or fpiritual, within this realm.” _
+ This declaration, which is very long, is againft * Tranfubftantiation
« as falfe, and the invocation or adoration ef the Virgin: Mary, or of auy
¢ otherSaint, and the facrifice of the Mafs, as fuperftitious and idolatrous.”
§ Thofe among the Diffenters, for whofe ufe this extra& is intended, whe
mt.crt:én the feruple in queftion being very few ; thefe declarations are
omitted. ) .‘
_§ Such. for inftance, as fheriffs ; and may ferve parochial offices, requi-
ring the telt by deputy. ‘ ‘ S
I It fhould feem that a perfon cannot properly qualify till of age, and
-therefore that he weuld pot be cntitled to thefe benefits and exemptions of.
the A&, if he fhould officiate fooner ; but it has generally been ufual to ex-
tend them by courtefy to young men under age, who were dona fide engaged
iw 2 courfe of edncation for the miniftry ; and it is to be obferved, that per-
fons, under profecution for any offence to which thefe A&s of Tolerationt
extend, may, at any time before convidtion, take the beneft of them, by
complying with. the terms required. The fee to the clerk for reading the
taking the oaths is 6d. and 64, farcher for delivering a certificate,
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moval into another county, is obliged, on requifition, to
produce a certificate of his having thus qualified. Itisa
matter of doubt, whether thofe, who have thus complied
with all that the law requires, are not legally warranted,
by a liberal conftruétion of the 1gth Geo. III. to preach
any opinion, confiftent with the declaration therein fpeci- -
fied, however otherwife heretical ; (that is) differing from
- the Thirty-nine Articles. ’
Thirdly.~—As to places of worfhip. Here the law
makes no diftin&ien as to denomination or defcription of
non-conformift, or as to the place where the worfhip is to
be performed, whether a chapel erefted on purpofe, or a
common dwelling. Al that it requires is, that the place
or building fhall be certified, (that is) that notice fhall be
given af the intention to perform divine ferviee therein,*
either to the bifhop of the diocefe, or to the archdeacon of
the archdeaconry in his Court, or to the juftices of the
peace at the Quarter-Seffion for the county, city, or place,
in which it is fituated ; and that it fhall be regiftered in
the Bithep’s or Archdeacon’s Court, or recorded at the
Quarter-Seffion, before any perfons, affembling there’for
religious worthip, fhall be entitled to the benefits of the
. Toleration-A&. Sixpence only can be demanded as a fee
for the regifter or record, and the law has been repeatedly
and uniformly decided.so be compulfory on' the different
perfons, to-either of Whom the notice is direéted to be ten-
dered to accept it.  The remedy, in cafe of refufal, is by
application to the Court of King’s Bench for a mandamus,
which, on the cafe being made. out, is always granted.
But if they do take on them to refufe, though it be illegal,
and at their peril, no fervice muft be performed ; for, un-
lefs the place be astually certified, and regiffered or re-
corded, neithey preacher nor hearers are entitled to the
benefits of the Toleration-A& ; nor, .in cafe of ditturb-
ance of worfhip, or injury done to the building, can-any pro-
fecution on that ground be maintained againft offenders.
N. B. The A& "aifo exprefly requires, that the doors
of every fuclk place of worthip be neither barred, locked,
nor bolted, during the time of fervice,
JAN. 1800.] T ANCIENT
* A proper and fyficient form for this purpofe is as follows : « We. whofe
¢ names are underwritten, (any two or three of the parties concerned) do
¢ hereby certify, that a certain building fitvate (fo and fo) in , 18 in-
¢ tended to be ufed for religious worthip, under and by. virtue of the ftatute
« of the 1t of King William and Queen Mary, entitled, An At for exempt-

# ing their Majeftics Proteftant fubjeés diffenting from the Church. of Eng-
« land from the penaltics of certain laws, &e.”’ (Signed) A.B. & C.D,
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Letter from the Rev. Mr. HERBERT PaLMERY
Onpe of the Puritaf Ministers.

Grace, mertj, and peace, be multiplied unto you, from God eur
Father, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift, and from the Holy Ghoft

thé Comforter. . k
MOST NOBLE AND VERTUDUS COUSIN,

SAY what you will or can of yourfelfe, I muft
(and you fhould) beleeve ard apply that to you which belongs
toyou. Beleeve our Saviour’s words—¢ Blefled are the poore
in{pirit. - Bleffed are they that mourne. Bleffed are they that
hunger and thirlt after righteoufnetle,” &c. So, while I pitty
}'gur feelings, T ought to rejoyce for your graces, and for the af
ured happineffe that remains to you. = It 1s not much that I am
worth : but, with my whole hart, I wifh I'had altogether no-~
thing in worldly relpeéts ; but were to begin theworld, as they
fay, altogether anew, fo that all {or even fome few—3 or 4) of
my kindred that I would name, were not only almoft, but even
altogether, fuch as you are in fpirituall refpes, even také in.
1}1'0ur bodily afli&ion too. God would not that I fhould
ave any long or pertinent difcourfe to your cafe, at my laft fee-
ing you. He is wife and gracious ever; he was and is in that
too, though we cculd have withed it otherwife. After F parted
from ycu, my hart was in fome commotion, and I was more
than 20 tymes coming backe, only I wanted an arrand ; which
‘T had then found, when word came you were gone.’ I forefaw
it all the day, yet hdd notthe hart to doe what I would, and
fhould, in advifes to you. But Ifaw God had overruled it, and
fo I laboured to flaope to his will, That Friday I fpent in
writing to my lady ; and made bold, next morning, to prefent
it to my lord’s hands. We fltayed in London till Wednefday
noon, to fee fome friends ; and Thurfday night (bleded be God)
came home fafe, and continue in perfeét health. I had no let-
ter from Yorkthire; but they are all well, only your fifter was
fomewhat indifpofed when my.coufin Wendy came away:
But 1 runne too farre from you. If our Saviour fay true in thofe
fentences, Have not fuch perfons faith? - None, doubtlefle, are
blefled without faith: none have. the kingdome of heaven,
which yet is theirs who are poore in fpirit. Why doe you not,
then, examine yourfelf, whether you are in the faith or not,
Examine your faith by thefe fignes of it, and by other fruits of
faith which might, and would, by the grace of God, thewe
you you have faithe, and make way for that comfort and
affurance you long for. Yet let me tell you, you are in an
errour, and a hurtful one to your quiet and peace, to fay that
if you know you have true faith, youknow you thall be faved
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aud fo there is that affurance you lomg for. Our faith
pitching itfelfe upon Chrift, firft ‘lookes upon forgivenefle of
fins paft, and after upon falvation. It istrue thefe two goe
together infeparably. , Once forgiven, infallibly faved ; but
we are fobjeét to temptations, and it is a further and higher
degree ofi grage to be affured of falvation than of forgivenefle.
Befides, we may know they have faith, and yet want prefent-
comfort through violence of prefent temptations and fuggeftions
to doubts &c. Shall I here unbowell my hart to you upon the
particular ? (which more at large I am fetting downe.in a pre-
_paration for the facrament which T am meditating for you ac-
cording to your defire.) Judge of me what you will, or can
for it, only I pray God it may help yeu to judge of yourfelf
aright. I dare not'byt fay in St. Paul’s phrafe; I knowe whom
- 1 have beleeved, I knowe I doe beleevé in the fonne of Ged,
_and the life that I now live in the flefh, I live by the faith of
the fonne of God, who hath loved me, and given himfelf for
me. Yet I tannot but fay I am at tymes affaulted with many
doubtings, and fear fometyme that I fhall fall into fuch fenfible
perplexityes as I fee in others. [ have firong reafonings in
my hart.—Can fuch and iuch things ftand with faith? Doth
God and Chrift own fuch? Yet then I remember God’s com-
mandment to beleeve, and my covenant to beleeve, whereby I
have given up myfelfe to Chrift, which I againe renewe. I
knowe I ment it truly, T knowe I doe meane truly to be his
wholly, to be fav’d by none but hith, and to leane upon him
‘everlaftingly for falvation, and to be held wholly and only
‘by him, to live in him, and to him and for him, by his
ftrength, according to his word, to his glory; and fo Iecry
againe and againe, -I am thine, Lord fave me.

The iffue of this is, my foule growes calme and quietagaine,
and thus I live from day to day. Sometymes finne prevails
upon me, and after that, fadnefle and dulnefle of fpirit, and
fometymes I recover courage and ftrength. Ina word, while
I am enabled to keepe.my thoughts upon Chrift, I am cheery
and vigorous, and can doe all things, and .when I Jooke into
myfelfe there is nothing in my fleth but finne and imperfection,
and difcomfort; and I miffe fomerymes the doing of what I
thould, with thinking that I have omitted or negledied it
or a like duty. And till I can come neare againe to Chrift,
and caft my foule againe upon hiin, I am faint and untoward ;
yet thro his grace I am enabled to write, and preach, and. dif-
courfe, and ride, and my fits are neither long nor violent, nor
are my comforts, not ever were, like to thofé ravithings I have
heard fome fpeake of ; and I know, becaufe the word mentions
them, chgftians may have them. I live. by faith, not fight
nor fenfe, My hart is at -the beft, quiet, and if this can be
called fecurity, I venter my falvation upon it thatitis fpis;ilo

T3 tuail,
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t::lll, for1 asf you faz' (and flh can lgo}{e for noI falvﬁdon, if 2
foule truly faying rbar perithes,) if I perith I will perith in
- Chrift ain{es, YIIx-lIge fhall {I:fufe me in this word, cafting myfelfe
upon him wholly, which 1 know he never did to any, never
will to-me, nor to you neither. If, after this, you atke, Whether
X knowe I fhall be faved, my beft anfwer is, I fhould knowe it,
X doe knowe it a little fometimes, I fhall, I hope, knowe it
better hereafter ;- it is that which the Apoftle prayed for the
Ephef. i, 18. that they might knowe what is the hope of God’s
calling, that is, how ccrtafnly grounded their hope of falvation
is. C%:riﬁ:ims may in this want the-eyes of their mind in-
lightened often.. I doe, and you.doe too. The Lord give us
-the {pirit of wifdome and revelation in the knowledge of him
to this purpofe. If I have fay'd trye in thefe things, faith may
‘be, and may be acknowledged, and yet no aflurance. Doubts
may turmoile ftill. Apply this to your cafe, and make ufe of
it.
Your moft affe@tionate and faithful kinfman,
and fervant in the worke of your faith,
Auguft 14, 1632, HerBerT PALMER®.
% ‘This, with other. fpapcrs, in Mir. Herbert Palmer's own band writing,
are in the poffefhon of Dr. Rippon—but it does not appe? to whom the

letters were addeefled.
[ e o}

LETTER BY WHICH THE GREAT ASSEMBLY, OF 168y,
' WAS CONVENED IN LONDON.

London, Fuly 224, 1689,

T the Church of Chrift in Lurp1TT4, kind Salutations.
WE the elders and miniftring brethren of the churches, in
and about thecity of London, being feveral times affembled to-
gether, to confider of the prefent flate of the Baptized Congre-
gations, not only in'this city, but alfoin the country, cannot bat,
firft of all, adere the Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs of Al-
mighty God, in refpe@, of his late moft gracious providence,
for our deliverance from that difmal difpenfation, which threat-

ened ds, from the contifnal and unwearied attempts and defig
of the enemy of our facred religion and civil liberties ; by which
means, our finking and drooping {pirits are again revived, and
our earneft-hopes and long expe&atioms raifed, and afreth

* Luppitt was the former place of wotthip where the prefent -
church at Upottery, in Devon. met; 4nd this original paper
was communicated to Dr. Rippon by ‘his late dear and henoured -
father, who departed this life December 24, 1820, aged 70
‘years,

y quickened®
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,a
quickened, in refpe&t of the more full and perfe&t deliverance of
the church of God, and his more - glorious appearance for the
accomplithing of thofe gracious promifes and proﬁlecies con-
tained in the holy Scripture, relating¢o the latter days.
But, in the fecond place, we cannotbut bewail the prefent
" condition our churches feem to be in; fearing that much of that
former ftrength, life, and vigour, which attended -us, is much
ioné 3 and, In many places, the intereft of Jefus Chrift feems to
e much negleéted, which is in our hands, and the congregations
to languith, and our beauty to fade away (which thing we have
fome ground to judge, you cannot but be fenfible of, as well as
we) 3 and from hence we- have been put upon moft matureand
ferious confiderations of fuch things that may be the caufe
thereof ; and, amongft others, are come to. this refult :~~That.
-the great negle of the prefent miniftry is one thing ; together
with that unconcernednefs there generally feems to be, of giving
fit and proper encouragement for the raifing up an able and ho-
nourabfc miniftry, for the time to come ; with many other
things (which we hope we are not left wholly in the dark about)
which we find we are not in a capacity to prevent and cure {as
inflruments in the hand of God, and his bleffirg attending our
Chriftjian endeavours), unlefs we can obtaina general meeting
" here in Londen, of two prigcipal brethren (of every church of
the fame faith with-us) in every county refpe@ively. We do,
therefore, humbly intreat and befeech you, thatyou would be
pleafed to appoint two of your brethren—one of the miniftry,
and one principal brother of your congregation with him—as
your meflengers ; and fend them up to_meet with the reft of the
elders and brethren of the churches in Lopdon, on the 3d of
September next; and thén we hope we fhall have that before
us, and be alfo helped to coifider of fuch things; that may mich
tend to the honour of God, and further the peace, well-being,
eftablifhment, and prefent, as alfo the futute comfort of the
churches. We hope you will readily, notwithftanding the
charge, comply with our pious and Chriftian defire herein ; and,
in the mean time, to fignifie your intentions forthwith, in a
letter ;. which we would have you to dire& to our reverend and
well-beloved brethren Mr. H. KnowLEes, or Mr. W. Kir-
¥eN. "This isall at prefent from us, your brethren and labour-
ers in God’s vineyatd, who greet you well in our Lard Jefus
Chrift, and fubfcribe our felves yoor fervants in the Gofpel.
Bro. Kiffin liwes in Whites- Alley, Wirtiam KirFrix,
in Little Moorefields. Han. Knovrris,
Jonn Harris,
Ggo. BargerT,
Bewnj.KEAcCH,
Epwarp Manx,
RicH, Apawms.
T3 dmerica
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The laft Baptift PurLapeELruia AssocraTion was held
at Philadelphia O&tober 7—¢, 180c0. Dr. Samuel fones preached
the Introduory Sermon, from A&s xx. 23 : I kept back nothing
that aias profitable to you. The aflociation letter regifters 35
churches, containing 2626 members. Some of thefe have been
favored with largee additions in the courfe of the year. Thus :
Hopewell, James Ewing,®  -Baptized . 30 .
Montgomery, Jofhua Jones,. Ditto . . 30
Hights Town, Peter Wilfon,+4 Ditto . . 19
Philadelphia, Thomas Uftick,} Ditto . . 13

. ——-=  William Rogers, Byletter . 1z

New Britain, William White,§ Baptized . 40

New Mills,  Alex. M'Gowan, Ditto . . 15

Amwell, - , Ditto . 16
Hill Town, - Jas. M'Laughlin, Ditto 39"

The interpofing providence of God having preferved the city
©of Philadelphia, during’ the prefent feafon, from the malignant
fever, and caufed the earth to bring forth fruits more abundantly
than for fome vears paft, the Affociation fet agart and recom-
mended Thuriday, the 13th of Novémber, to be obferved asa
day of thankfgiving, by all the churches in their.copnexion.

" Apprehenfive of thé advantages likely to refult from a GENg~
rat CoNFERENCE, compofed of one member, or more, from,
eagh Affociation, tobe held every one, tavo, or three years, as might
{feem moft fubfervient to the general interefts of Chrift’s king-
dom, this Aflociation, in 1799, refpe@tfully invited the different
Affociations in the United States to favor them with their views
on the fubje.’ At #his meeting, having received approving re-
folutions from three of their filter Afiociations, they recom-
mended that next year a comsitteg be appointed to digeft a plan,
which may tend to accelerate this beneficial defign. || ~

This Affociation think alfo, that it 'woiildie advifeable to
invite the generdl committee of Virginia, and different affoci-
ations on the Continent, to unite with their own body, in form-
ing 2 Miffionary Society, and for employing  Miflionaries among
the natives on the American Continent.

* In 1799, Mr. E. baptized 55.

4 In 1799, 38 were baptized by Mr. W,

$ Loft but two by death this year—though in former years fo aflited
‘and bereaved by the yellow fever. )

§ Twenty-one were baptized in this church in 1799.

{| A fimilar object in England has, year after year, been matter of con-
verfatién among-the minifters in London ; but no fpecific plan is ye# laid,
and perhaps cannot be without previous communications between fome of
the brethren in town, and in diffeveat parts of the country,=EpiTox. Th

(]
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_The committee appointed to prepare a map of the fituation
of the churches, in Sus affociation, prefented it, and fteps are
taking to get it engraved. - o

Their circular letter on Tug Proo¥s or tae Divine
Ori1GiN oF THE GosPEL,* was drawn up by Mr. William
Staughton : and thé next Affocidtion is appointed to meet on
the firft Tuefday in O&tober, 1801, at two o’clock ». M. at Phi-
ladelphia; but, in cafe of the r%turn of the fever there, to be
held at Hopewell. :

_GEORGIA; SAVANNAH, MAY 23, 1800. )
With much pleafure I inform Dr. Rippon, that the caufe of
our common Lord is ferioufly regarded by many, of different
denominations here, as of the higheft impottance. 'The. poor
blacks, for whom you have manifefted fo benevolent a concern,
are ftill under their old minifter, Ardrew Bryan,} increafing in
number, and, Itruft, in knowledge and virtue. He has lately
baptized twelve.” Their prefent number is about 700 members.
We contemplate the conftitution of a fecond church of them;
and efpecially fince feveral -friends to religion and humanity, in
this place, have lately conferred the noble gift of freedom on
Henry Francis, a man of colour, who has for many- years ferved

Colonel Hammond, and has handfome minifterial abilities.

DUBLIN.

I wifh I'could give you a pleafing account of the flate of re-
ligion among us. *Asto my own fituation, things are dithearten-
ing,—congregation fmall,~~people lukewarm, and flack in their
attendance on divine worfhip. 'The Baptift intereft, through
Ireland, continues low, very low. Among the Diffenters in
géneral, in Dublin, thereis a great falling off to the church.
Fafhion bears the {fway, even in religions concerns. You need
not be informed of the diffipated habits of the profeffors of reli-
gion among us : habits that ftrikingly militate againft pure and
undefiled religion.  However, T hope that there is fome dawn-
ing of better days. Several prayer meetings have been lately
inftituted in this city, and are well attended, We have formed
an Evangelical, or Miffionary Society, for the fervice of Ireland,
shan which no remote heathen country can ftand in greater need
of being. evangelized. Small as our fund is, it is greater than
we can expend, for want -of perfons to employ. We have ap-
plied to England, and to Scotland, for Miffionaries, to no pur-
pofe. We are now looking at home. We are not deftitute of
a hope, though it be a trembling one . A fimilar fociety is
formed in Ulfter, God grant that thefe may proveto be the
rifing beams of an appreaching Gofpel day among us!

* If our limits permit, it is defired that this letter may appear in our
next number. ) . i
t A chriftian negroe~his people are of the fame defeription,

T ¢ LisT
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) AxonymMmous,

Ckrifian Liberty : a Sermon .on the Hiftory and Principles of
the Nonconformifts ; preached at a Monthly Meeting of the
Independents, in London ;. with Remarks on Mr. Daubeny’s
Guide to the Church, Text;+-Gall. v.i. 1zmo. pp. 30.

price 64.
Sold by Conder, London.

‘Rev. Rrecaarp Furman, A.M. Charleflon.

Humble Submifion to Divine Sovereignty the Duty of a bereaved
Nation ; a Sermon, occafiored by the Death of his Excel-
lency General George Wathington, late Commander in
Chief of the Armies, and formerly Prefident, of the United
States of America. Preached in the Baptift Church, in
Charlefton, South Carolina, on the z22d of February, 1800,
before the American Revolution Society, the State Society of
the Cincinnati, and a numerous Affemblage of Citizens.
Originally delivered, and now publithed, at the joint Requeft
of the two Societies. Text ;—Pfalm xxxix. 9. 8vo. pp. 28,

Rev. Wirriam StaverTon, Principal of Bordenton,

now of Burlington Academy.

Miffionary Encouragement : a Difcourfe, delivered on Wednef-
day Evening, the 16th of May, 1798, before the Philadel-
phia Miflionary Society, and the Congregation of the Bap-
tift Meeting Houfe, Philadelphia. Text:—Ifaiahly. 12.
8vo. pp. 44.

Rzv. RopeatT WinTER, London.

Refleions on the prefent State of Popery compared with its former.
State: a Sermon in Commemoration of the great Deliver-
ances of Britain, in 1605 and ‘1688 ; preached at SALTERS’
Hari, November 2, 1800, to the Supporters of the Lord’s
Day Evening Le&ure, at that Place, .and publithed at their-
Requeft. Text ;~—Revelations xv. 3, 4. 8vo. pp. 31.

Sold by Conderand Button, London.

BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.
A benevolent {ociety, was inftituted O&ober 21,.1800, in the
sounty of Norfolk, for the relief of the neceflitous widows and
orphans of Proteftant Diffenting Minifters, and fuch Minifters
as through age or infirmity may be incapacitated for public
{ervice. Among the patrons and fupporters of this inftitution,
we find the names of the Rev. Samuel Newton, Rev. Pendlebury
Houghton, Rev. Mark Witks, Rev. Jofeph Kinghorn, Rev.
David Phillips, Rev. Job Hupton, Rev. J. F. Beard, Rev. John,
-Hooke, Rev. Thomas Colborne, - Rev. Thomas Bocking, Rev.
ohn Carter, Rev. William Walford, Rev. ~— Green, and,
v, == Cooper, and other very refpe@table geatlemen.
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THE

PARTICULAR BAPTIST FUND,
1798 & 1799.

THE Churches, in London and Southwark, which
at prefent make annual colleCtions for the Particular
Baptift Fund, and whofe Paftors and Meffengers manage
its aflairs, are

Carter Lant...osviverse. John Rippon
Dean Street.iciensansee. Wi illiamy Button
Devonfbire Square... Timothy Thomas
Goodman's Fields........Abraham Booth
Maze Pond........cueeneneoee. James Dore
Red Crofs Street*.......... John Wilfon
Unicorn Yard..,..... Thomas Hutehings
Wild Streeto...n... Benjamin Coxhead. +

The Colle&ions of thefe Churches, made about the end
of the year 1798, amounted to [. 611 19s. 14. which
with a donation of [£. 50 from the Rev. Jofiah Thomp-
fon, of Clapham; a donation of [.20 from the Rev.
Mr. Thomas Mofes, of Abercairne; a colleftion of
£.21 75. 6d. by the Rev. Mr. Kinghorne’s Church, at
Norwich ; dividends on a 1000 /. Three per Cent. Con-
fols. the donation of Wiliam Fuller, Efq.; together with
dividends on the Fund Capital, enabled the Fundecs,
early in 1799, to regard the churches, paftors, and ftu-
dents under their care, as. ufual. The difburfements of
the year were £. 1,345 135 64d.

In 1799, Mr.Fuller made the Fund a fecond donation
of 1000 f£ Three Per Cent. Confolidated Annuities, and
alfo a further donation of £ 60. Mrs, Anne Miller's
legacy was received of [.100; and Mifs Elizabeth Hil-
lier’s of £.§0; and a donation from the Rev. Mr. T.
Mofes, of £.25. Norwich colle&tion was. £.9 15+
The London Annual Colleétions, this year, including
6. 18 165 9d. from the Rev. Mr. Newman’s church at

Id Ford, amounted to [. 588 19s. The diftributions
were made nearly as in the preceding year, except an

® This church met at Cripplegate, till the leafc of their place of wot-
$hip cxpired.

4+ Mr. Cexhead wasordained Octoher 3¢, 1300. &
a -
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additional donation of one guinea each to 74 minifters.m=
The whole difburfements for this year 1799, made in the
fpring of 1800, amounted to [. 1,495 3s. 4d.

Some of the Fund Churches have juft been making
their. colleftions for the approaching difzribution in 1801 ;
_and, diftrefling as the feafon is, we are happy to find that -
they are not lefs productive than they were in Dec. 1799.
—Applications have alfo been made by the London Fund
to feveral very refpe@able Baptift Churches, in different
parts of England, for affiftance in this good work, by
a colletion, if they fee it proper ; that fo the managers of
the inflitution may enlarge the benefattions in this time
of general diftrefs,—at leaft fuch as are- to be made

to their moft neceffitous brethren.

€afes of Baptifi Meeting Houfes, which, having been duly
prefented to ‘the Committee, were patronized in London,
- from October 13, i793, to the end of the year 1800.

" €CHURCHAT  PRESEINTED RECOMMENDED- WANTED COLLECTED
Bolton-lé-moor March 7, 1794 O&. 5,x798 £ 207 19 4 £ 116 3 o0

l?mton' May 2, ;i::}f::‘;;; 30.0 oo fuppllic(.l.

Barnoldfwick O&.3, —— Feb.t, == 3c0 00 100 16
Gilderfome June s, 1795 May3,—— 190 00 142176
Ipfwich . Aug.7, —— Aug.2,~— 150 0O 150 0O
Ruthden July s, 1796 WNov.s,—— 240 00 121 96
Braunfton Mays, 1797 Feb.7, 1800 324 oo 17 oo
Aberystwith  July7, ——— May2,—— 140 00 106190
Neweaftle o0 ¥ pyg. 4, —e— Aug.r,—— 300 00 116 76
Reading =~ April6, 1798 Wov.7,~s~ ¥Io 00 - 1I0 ‘I 6

Note.~This Lift is contipued from the Regifter, No. XV, page 6o.

Mr, James UpTon, formerly member of the Baptift church,
at Waltham Abbey, was ordained, June 27, 1786, paftor of the
church, which meets in Green Walk, now called Church-Street,
Black Friars. .The members, when he entered on his fitiation,
were only 12, and, the congregation very fmall. But through
the divine blefling attending his miniftry, the number of
members is increafed to about 29o. For more than two
years paft the church has laboured under very great in-
‘convenience, as the meeting-houfe has been too fmall ta contain
the congregation, defirous of attending ; nor has' there been
fufficient room below for the members comfortably to fit down
atthe Lord’s table. Hence, they have purchafed the adjoining
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premifes to the ‘meeting-houfe, the greater part of which they
purpofe to pull down, and have contraéted that the who'e fhall
be completed for 9551, They have fubfcribed and colleGed in
the church and congregation, between 6 and 700 hundred
pounds, and are now foliciting the benevolent affiitance of
their chriftian friends in London, with 2 good profpeét of foom
paying off the whole fum.

The Rev. WiLr1am STavcHTON, whom we mentioned
‘not long fince, as at Bordenton, near Philadelphia, is now prini-
cipal of an academy, at Burlington, confifting of about eighty’
young gentlemen. He expe&s that his removal will be more
friendly to his temporal interefts and minifterial ufefulnefs.” He
has a new brick .meeting-houfe, and a thronged affembly.
¢ The intelligent, pious, benevolent, amiable, zealousPxarce,”
he fays, «I learn, is no more. I join moft fincerely the long
train of his mourners. He was on earth, a ftar of uncommonr
magnitude, and is now, I doubt not, fhining as a fun fin our
father’s kingdom !”

The great frorm which happened on Friday and Saturday,
Navember 26, and 27th, 1703, has been annually commemo-
rated in a very devout manner, by the church in Wild-Street—
over which, the late excellent Dr. Samuel Stennett was paftor.
Several of the annual {ermons have been publithed—Mr. Ben-
jamin Stinton’s, in 1713, on Jer. li. 15, 16. This paflfed
through three additions. Dr. Gifford’s, in 1733, on John iii.
8. Dr. Jofeph Stennett’s, in 1737, on Amos iv. 12. This ob-
tained a fecond edition. Dr. Samuel Sternett’s, in 1788, on
Pfa. Ixxvil. 13. Mr: Robert Winter’s, in 1798, on Mark iv.
41. Thefe are all that we recolle& to have feen. Mr.,Cox-.
head, who fucceeds Dr, Stennett in the paftoral office, preached
his firft annual fermon on the florm, not on November 27, the
afyal day for the fervice, as that time was fixed for Mr,
Thorpe’s fettlement at Carey-Street; but on November 30,
1800, from Amos 1.6,  Shall there bo ewil in a city, and the
Lord bath not done it 7 He flated the calamities with which
nations are fometimes exercifed—The efficient caufe of fuch
events—and the defign of the Moft High in thefe difpenfations.
The difcourfe was animated by juft hiftorical tketches of the
ooriginal flotm in 1703, and by a well-timed reference to the
tempeft which fo Jately raged. 'The fermon is not printed, but
‘being preached on the Lord’s day cvening, it was heard by a
larger comgregation than has attended this fervice for many
years. The houfe was full. And we underffand that our
young brother, according to pointed adwice given him at his
ordinatibn, has’ begun the work of catechizing the children of
his congregation—a work s much negle&ted, but from which
the genuine Proteftant Diffenters have derived pecwliar advin-
tages in better times,
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IED, ot Lord’s day, the

26th of August, 798, in

the 49th year of hisage, the Rev.
Ben. Foster, D. D, pastor of the
Baptist church assembling in
Gold-Street, New-York, atter a
short but painful illness (the yel-

" Yow fever,) which he bore with
a patience and resignation bes

coming the Christian and divine. a

His strenuous attachmeént to the
Jiberties of .man, his exemplary
life and Christian deportment
towards personsof every descrip-
tion ; the do&rine he preached;
his indefatigable labours of love,
: igseason and out of season ; and
¢ blessings that attended his
ministry to the said church, for
near ten years; together with
his last dying words, which he
wuttered to a ministering brother,
a few hours before his dissolu.
tion, in which he manifested the
most unshaken confidence in the
mercy of God, through a Medi-
ator, without an apparent inter-
vening cloud, exhorting him, at
the same time, to hold up the im-
portance and realizf' of Christian
religion as the only ground and
comfort to a dying person---can-
not but induce all who love our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the be-
reaved church, to have him in
grateful remembrance ; and while
they lament their unspeakable
Joss, conclude, that death to him
was great gain; and, perhaps,
had the infidels of the day, and
the scoffers of the age, been pre-
~ sent, to have beheld the calmness
and firmoess with which he ex-
pressed.his prospets of eternal
glory, they would have been
constrained each one -to say,
¢ Let me die the death of the
righteous ; andlet my last end be
like his.”
Rev. Mr. Soseph Rodway, of
‘Wotton-under-edge,  Glouces-
‘ tegshire, assistant minister to Mr,

'W. Hitchmas, of Hilfley, and fa-

0 north and south. .

ther of Mr. Rodway, late 2 Mis.
sionary at Sicrra Leone, after a
short illness, finished his course, -
in the cheerful hope of a happy
immortality, May 16, 1799, in
the s7th year of his age. He
was called to the ministry, April
10, 1791, after having been a
deacon nineteenyears. Remark-
bly steady in his deportment,
a'ndy faithful in his ministry ; his
charater is ornamental to his
profession in the view of all his
acquaintance, and his death
greatly lamented. )
January 6th, 1800, died Mr.
Yoel Northam, in his 8ad year, .
after baving’been a member of
the Baptist church, in Eagle-
Street, London, 63—and a valu.
able deacon 53—years. He had, -
also, occasionally preached in his
connexions.——The remains of
this venerable man were interred
in the burying ground at Bunhill
Fields, 113, 114, East and West,
37 North and South.* :
Oé&ober, 18300, in Hattons
Street, London, aged 81, Mrs.
Ursula Maitland, reliét of the
late Robert M. Esq. an eminent
merchant, in King’s-arms-yard,
Coleman-street ; and sister” to
Mr. Goreham, of King’s-road,
surveyor.——S$he was buried in
Bunhill Fields, 41 east and west

Océlober, 1800, at Leicester,
aged 8, Mrs, Worthington, relict
of the late Rev. Hugh'W. By her
removal, society in general, and
the poor in particular, have sus.
tained a serious Joss. She was a
memorable instance of an’infirm
constitution attaining to a multi-
tude of years, through the bles.
sing of God, on the. stritest

- ® The burying-ground in Bun.
hill Fields is divided into inter-
sections, which are numbered
and marked on the walls all 3«
round.
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prudenee; and of the tendency
of genuine religion to inspire not
only patience, but eminent cheer-
fulness, under all the pains and
trials of life. :
O&:. 16, 1800. In Broad-street
" Buildings London, aged 57, Mrs.
Mary Mullett, wife of Mr. Tho-
mas Mullett,. She was the eldest
surviving daughter of the Rev.
Hugh Evans, M. A. and sister of
the Rev. Caleb Evans, D.D. suc-
cessive pastors of the Baptist con-
gregation of Protestant Dissen-
ters in Broad Mead, Bristol, and
Presidents of a very respectable
establihment in that city for the
education of candidates for the
Christian ministry.—She was an
affeétionate wife, a tender mo-
ther, a kind sister, and a generous
steady friend. Her benevolence
extended to the utmost bound of
hér capacity,. in relieving virtue
in distress; and, in various in-

stances, she has been the discon-+

sdlate widow’s aid, and the or-
;ban’s proteétion and support.

iety, humility ard charity, were
her charalteristics ; and, by the
faith, hope, resignation, and con-
fidence of a.christian, her life
was uniformly ‘and happily regu-

lated. Recovering from the ef..

feéts of several paralytic attacks,
her family and" friends were ia-
dulging the hope of her perfe(t

restoration, and of enjoying her.

society for some years. On the
day of her death, she was in more
than usual health and cheerful-
ness, and in full vigour of mind;
when, at dirner, she suddenly
exclaimed,———« Ok, my head I
fell on her husband’s arm, and
spoke no more.—To her family,
her death is an irreparable loss;
‘but to her, an instant translation
to that state of felicity, which
had been her frequent and most
delightful contemplation, Her
merhory will be ever held in
esteem and veneration by her
numerous friends, nor least of
all by him who copies this grticle
for The Baptist Register.——This
smigble woman lies interred in

2€g

Bunhill Fields, 64, 65 cast and
west, 45 north and south.

Mrs. Ann Ranee, wife of the
Rev. Mr. R. of Hackney, died
November' 18, 18co. She had
beenaflicted with thegout about
three months before her death.
On November 7, she apprehend-
ed that she was struck  with
death ; but said, that she was
able to give up her husband,
herself, and every tking else, in-
to the hands of a covenant God.
She desired to }ave the sist
Psalm read, winch had- been
made useful to her some years
before. She then sang Dr.
Watts’s Hymn, ¢ How conde-
scending and how kind,” &c.
About two. hours before her dis-
solution, she gave pleasing evi-
dence of her faith in Christ, and -
of her dependence on the pro-
mises. Being desired to lift up
her hand, if she had a cheerful
expeétation of meeting her dear
husband, and. other Christian
friends, befere the throne, she
waved it twice. They then
joined in prayer and praise ; and
she presently took her' flight to
the Saviour’s bosom. She was
buried Nov 25, at Bunhill-fields,’
24, 2§ east and west, 49, 5o ncrth
and south; and the following
Lord’s day evening, Mr. Upton,
her former pastor, preached the
funeral discourse, at Hackney,
on John xiv. 3.

December 6, Mrs. Elizabeth
Fletcher, of Old Gravel-Lane,
Ratcliffe, aged 87 (her maiden
name was Betts). She had been
a member of Dr. Rippon’s
church, in Seuthwark, ever since
1746. She was buried in the fa-
mily grave, St.John’s, Wapping.

December 16, 1800, Mrs. Ann
Burditt, wife of Mr. Joseph B.
She was formerly a member of
Mr. Fuller’s ¢hurch, at Ketter-
ing,.and since of Mr. Booth’s. in
London !—a modest, godly wo-
man., She was interred in the
burylng-ground adjoining to Mr.
Dan Taylor's meeting-house, in
Church-lane; Whitechapel.
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Aug.

Sept.
04,

Now.

Dec.

4 LIST

oF

THE MINISTERS TO BE ENGAGED

AND OF

THE SUBYECTS TO BE DISCUSSED

IN

THE MONTHLY EXERCISES OF THE CONGREGATIONAL BRETHREN ;
Carried on the Thurfday after the ficft Lord’s day in ewery Month,
Divine Service to begin at 11 o’Clock precifely.

PLACE,
Mr. Ford’s
Mr, Barker’s

] Mr. Jennings’s

Mtr. Brookfbank’s

Mr. Humphreys’s

From- Auguﬁ to December. 18c0.

BUBJECTSo

The Nature and Importance of conmxdmg ear-

neftly for the Faith. = - -« « - - .
Orzg{nnme T T A
Regeneration - - -
The Importance and Nchﬂ‘ ity qf hmg fwbol._’y

Janétified - -~ - - -

On abat Grownd has a Perjim Warranr 20
conclude he is in a State of .dccepmrm with

God? = a - = = - . & o

1 Mr. Kello.

1 Mr. Ford.
Mr. Reynolds.

. Mr.- Maurice.

} Mr, Jennings.

PREACHERS,

MINISTERS TO PRAY.

Mr, Wall

Mr. Brookfbank
Mr. Clayton

Mr, Knight

Mr. Reynolds

-Mr. Reynolds

Mr. Humphreys
Mr. Barber

Mr. Towle

'Mr.'Ford



TIME,

Fan.
Feb,

March
April
May

Fune

Ty

Auguft
Sepe.
Oa,

FLACE,
Mr. Mz=urice’s

| Meflrs. Towle and

Barber
Mr. Clayton’s
late Dr. Sfaﬂ"ord’s
Mr. Goode’s

Mr. Reynolds’s

Mr., Wall’s

Mr. Xello’s
Mr. Knight’s
Mr. Thorpe’s

From January to O&ober, 1801.

SUBJECTS. ‘PREA‘C'HEP.S.

] Self-deception in Religious Concerns - Mr. Goode
§Hmw feall ave diftinguifh betaween Chriftian

Expérience and its Counterfeit # - Mr. Barker
The Nature of a Gofpel Church, and t/:e Dutze: .

of its Aleﬂ{;er: -/ - - - - - } M. Barber
Mmzﬁerml Fidelity. - - - < - - - | Mr. Brookfbank

On what Grounds /boula’ a Chriffian difcoun-
tenance Theatrical Amufements 2 ~ -

What is the Import of that Pafflage ofScrtplui €
¢ Newerthelefs the Foundation of God.
Sandeth fure, having this Seal, The Lord
knoaveth them that are bis ; and, Let ever
one that nameth the Name of Cbr:/x’ a’epart
Jrom Iniquity ? = - - 4

W/:at is the Scripture ldea, q/'our lumg cruci- Mr. Knight
fied to the World and the World to us ? r. Anig

Union in the Fundamentals, and Charity in the Mr. Wall
Circumflantials, of Religion. -~ - - - r.ovva

| The Parable of the Lalents ~ - - - - }Mr. Towle

}Mr. Clayton

Mr. Humphrey’s

What are the beft méans 1o obtain a retentive
Memory in fpivituad Things? o « o .

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

MINISTERS TOPRAY.

Jennings Mr. Wall
Goode Mr. Knight
Humphreys | Mr. Kello
Maurice Mr, Barker
Ford Mr. Jenaings
Barber Mr. Goode

Towle Mz, Maurice
Barker Mr. Brookfbank

Mr. Kello Mr, Clayton




4 LIST OF THE BAPTIST MONTHLY MEETINGS, FOR THE YEAR 1801,

PLACE, TIME. TO BEGIN, TO PREACH. ngA'rlTunés. TO PRAY.
T ' Yol ) ¢ and bear awhat prophets and righteous } . Oyl
Dr. Rippon’s jax.l. 22 |Mr. Coxhead Dr. jenkmsl- --- <~ ﬁm" defiredta fie and bear. Matt. xis. 16,17 Mr. Ovington
Mr. Tim. Thomas’s|Feb. 19 | Dr. Jenkins ' Mr, Newman - « « 4 bear the word of God and keep it. mb‘;lse 1. Dr. Rippon
Mr. Coxhead’s March 19 Mr. Newman Mr. Button - - - - : are poor in fpirit. - - - - Matt. v. 3 | M. Dore
Mr. Burnfide’s April 23{Mr. Button -+ | Mr. Hutchings - - E ‘mourn. - =~ =« = - = = = = 4 | Mr. Booth
Mr. Ovington’s May 21| Mr. Hutchings |Mr.Booth---w-| & gremeet - - -~ - - - - - 5. | Mr Coxhead
’ l N o . . rh' ’ . .
Dr. Jenkins’s Jun€ 25| Mr..Booth Mr. Coxhead - - - |. : Vounger and thirft afier righteonfasfs - 6. | Mr. Hutchings
Mr. Newman’s July  23)Mr. Coxhead Mr. Tim. Thomas | §. laremerciful -~ ~ « - « - « -2 |Mrn Th.T homas
] ' : ! a N
Mr. Hutchings’s  {Aug. 20| Mr, Tim, Thomas| Mr. Burnfide -<-- | @ { are pure in beart. - - - - - . 8.| Mr. Newman
M. Booth’s Sept. 24| Mr. Burnfide Mr. Th. Thomas | 2 are peace-makers- - - -.. - .g,|Dr. Jenkins
Mr. Dore’s O&. 22| Mr. Th. Thomas | Dr. Rippon - - - - E are perfecuted for riébmxﬁ%’ ' fake. 10, 11. | Mr. Button
Mr. Th.Thomas’s* | Nov, 19| Dr. Rippon Mr. Dore - ---- + are not offended in Chriff. " Matt. xi. 6, | Mr. Burnfide
‘ ~ - !
3 “y Nos ... 8 pall be found awatching awhen Chrife ] ». .
JMr. Button’s Dec. 17| Mr. Dore Mr. Ovington ] comes - < - - g Luke xii. 3{‘: j' Mr. Tim. Thomas

% The Mecting will b?}xeld at Devonfhire Square.
SERVICE TO BEGIN PRECISELY AT ELEV EN O'CLOCK.—~7HE MINISTER OF THE PLACE CONCLUDES.
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SKETCH

OF
THE HISTORY OF DISSENTING CHURCHES.

e

HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT PLYMOUTH.

NDER the reign of James THE First, a Trea-

[ tife, originally written in Dutch, it is faid,* was
tranflated and publifhed by the Baptifts in England, en-
titled < A very plain and weli-grounded Treatsfe on Bap-
#ifm;” in which they likewife avowed their friendly difpo-
fition towards the civil Government., This piece gained
them many friends and followers, though it did not abate
the fpirit of perfecution againft them. However, from
this time, they began to feparate themfelves into diftinct
churches; though many of them, unable to fupport 2
flated miniftry, continued to unite with the pious Puri-
tans from about the year 1603 until 1633, when they
more effeCually feparated. ln the counuy where the
number of the inhabitants were fmall, and the preachers
few, many of the refiderits in little villages united toge-
ther for the maintenance of the Gofpel and its preachers.
It is under thefe circumftances we find Looe, Penryn,
Falmouth, and Holdfworthy, conneéted with the hiftory
- of the church before us : its original formation we have

no adthentic records of j=—our papers, however, lead us
back to the year 1648.

CHAPTER 1.
Containing a general account of the Church at Pltymouth, from
the calling of Rev. Abraham Cheare in 1648, to the calling
. of Rev. Philip Gibbs, in 1748.

Thisfaithful fervantof Jefus Chrift, Mr. Abraham Cheare,
appegrs to have been a native of Plymouth, born of believ-
ing parents,who were Fullers, and broughtuptheir fontothe
fame bufinefs : judging, however, by certain Greek criti-
cifms in a pofthumous publication of his fermons, eatitled
Words in Seafon, and by feveral ms. letters, it fecms that
he acquired a good education, which, united with an eaily
delight in and ftudy of the facred writings, qualified him
nobly to defend the caufe he efpoufed. Itis not clear how

#* The Editor has not {een it,

Fes. 1801.] U long
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long he preached the Gofpel :-the church records fay, i
certainly was in the miniftry before he was convinced of
the ordinance of believer’s baptifm, to which he had not
fubmitted till the year he received the churches call.—
He was ordained paftor of this church in 1648. Who
was his predeceffor we know not, noris there any account
by whom he was ordained. The church, at the time of
their calling him to take charge of them in the Lord, muft
have been in 2 flourithing ftate, as his call is faid to have
been figned by 1§0 members; but where they then met
for worfhip does not appear on record.

In the year 1651, the church purchafed the land in Pig-
-market, and appropriated a houfe for divine worthip. In

1658, we find Mr. Abrzham Cheare at the Weltern Aflo-
ciation held at Dorchefter : and in thé year 1661, the
comfort of the church was marred, by his being committed
to Exon gaol for encouraging religious. aflemblies, from
whence he was liberated in about three months,

- In the next year, on the 26th of the fourth month,
which was June (the vear thes beginning with March,)
he thus writes :—¢ As for my part, my father gracioufly
indulges me, and the lambs here, giving us an undeferved
covert, even where Satan’s feat is, while other flocks are
- difperfed and fcattercd. Some from our neighbouring
parts are fent to that place of ancient experience, where
they have a ftock of prayers and prefence to begin upon ;
they begin on ftraw, as learning to endure “hardnefs as
good foldiers. The J.ord make that word good to them
which often hath been, in that place, {weet to me, Exod.
xxiil. 25 3 and at length, Ecclef. iv. 14. I expect daily
the fame lot.”

- His apprehenfions were not unfounded, for the blefling
of liberty was foon fnatched from him, his people, and
thoufands of others, by the A& of Uniformity, in 1662 ;
and he was committed to the aforefaid prifon again, for
holding unlawful conventicles, and not conforming to.the
eftablifhed church. Several of the letters he wrote from
this place are in good prefervation * ; and one of them is
here fubjoined. It 1s addrefled to Mr. William Pun-
chard, London ; bearing date the 17th of the feventh
month (September, ) 1662.

* In poffeffion of the EpiTor—ward they thall be given as opportunity
prefents itfelf. ‘ Th
¢
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The beautip of the Father’s ornament [ett in majefly
upon you !
MY DBARE.

I received yours of the 11th of the feventh month ; and in
it a teftimonie of teaching and fupporting grace and prefence
continued to you abrode, which. he is pleafed nott6 denie his
1;.:oore wormes heer, in thefe holes of the earth, where violence

ath thruft us asin {fo many flaughter-houfes of men; but over-
ruling grace' makes them as the prefence chambers of the great
King, where he brings and feafts his ffavourites with the beft
things, dnd proclaimes among them, < Thus fhall it be don
“ to them whome the King delightes to honour.” This honor
‘have not all that yet are faints, much lefs have any this mercy,
who ether through the feare or formalitie of their unconverted
foules are enforced fhamefully to putt off that profefion which
hypocritically they did put onin a day of promifing profperity ;
not but that thefe walls,as 2 draw-nett, may and do enclofe good
and bad-: but at length a difcovery is made more manifeft, he
choofeth in this furnace of aflition ; 2 week, ina prifen, giv-
ing plainer dif¢overie of 2 man’s fpirit, than a month in a charch.
Of thefe experiments I no way doubt but you have obtained a
good degree by the long excerfifes. you have gon under this
way,* and have not only taken out leffons for yourfelf, but
wherewithall to teach, warne, and fupport others, with the
fame that you have obtained from the Lord : whereunto I pray
you may make-your advances-beyond others, who, having faced
tryalls a great while, are at length perfwaded to give way, to the
Raine of their former ﬁanding, and ftaggering of fuch as have
learned no farther yett to behold the power of the Lord to
fupport, thai only as it is ether manifefted or clouded in
creatures like themfelves ; meanwhile neglecing that infpection
they ought to have therein direftly and immediately :hrough
the promifes, that are of power to fupply thofe that waite on
the Lord with renewed ftrength,—even then, when youths faint
and are wearie, and young men utterlie faile.
" This afternoone, there is to be committed to the earth the
duft of our fiter Frakre, whofe {pirit was yefterday com-
nded to heaven, after fhe had fuftained a long confliét be-
twixt the two inmates, her better part breathing after that flate
for which fhe hath been long preparing. We are left to be-
waile that loffe, of which few are truely apprehenfive, accord-
ing to her.worth ; and to learne fome living leffons from her
dying difpenfations, who hath left divérs lively teftimonies of
her fixed faithfullnefle :—one is this; fhe defired that, if the
reader approached to compliment her into the womb of her

* This letter was written, it feems, to a perfon who had been imprifoned
for righteoufnefs fake.~EniToR,
vz mother
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mother earth, they that attend her !houldv leave her bones ¢
(as Syons are fcattered) at the grave’s mouth, Pfa. cxli. 7.
The poor lambs that I left have been vifited by the conftables

again and again at their meetings, fummoned "before the

Mayor, fined for not coming to church—yet have a little
firength left to meet in the fame place, expofe their goods to
be fpoiled, &c. rather than confent to promote that which their
foule is grieved at. Thofe with you are as formerly., Your
old perfecutor is come home, but hath hitherto done nothing.—
Br. Ston. who I hope is by this time with you, well efcaped
him.. Clem!. ].J was yefterday here with me, with whom I have
been refreiit.  Our Bifhop, W rp, came to thiscitty laft week
and was received with great flate, but hath been ever fince ill,
its {aid, in the black jaundice. The Deputy Lieuts, are moit
-of them fitting, and (’tis faid) we fhall be brought before them,
but to-what end is not known. Two or three troops are in
town, and going forth this morning ; of their dofigne we know
nothing, but its reported tc be to take up the non-conforming
parfons—perhaps, to give fecurity. They at Dalwoed || have
a very larg 2nd increafing meeting, where the Lord is prefent
as a covert to them : at Loc 1, :ney are alfo, hitherto, quietly
and comfortably kept. Fear and fury difperfeth others heer
about. St § is herc at prefent, to give us a vifit; they there
are yet preferved. The Lieass. are now gone t6 caftle,q and we
expett z call, fothat [ have rot time to enlarge ; but I defire

. to be remembered to all that love and fear .our Lord Jefus ; to

your yoakfellow in particular, and'to dear D. when you fee
him ; he fayeth you have fent fomewhat, which I expe&, befid&
what you fent by Blag: which I have fent for. All heer are
well, ard falute you; not elfe breaks off T

Yours, lovingl}, &c.

After remaining in this confinement, at Exon, three
years, he obtained his freedom, with leave to vifit Ply-
mouth, if he chofe. But here he was again feized, and
committed to the prifon under the Guildhall. He
« would not, however, have come from Exon, nor have
ftayed in Plymouth after he had preached once—nor would
he have come to this place * after his time of fuffering

* It muft be recolle@ed how the miniflers of THAT pax had perfecuted
thefe poor creatures. . ’

3 Probably Clemeit Jackfon, then paflor at Eaft Looe, in Corawall.
¥ The church of Dglwood and Loughwood is well known in Devoa.

and Dorfet.
¢ In Cornwall.
) § Probably Mr, Stead, of Bovey.
% The caflle, at Exon is the place whete the county prifoners are tried.
# By #bis placew=perhaps he means the ifland of St, Nicholas
was
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was out in the town-hall of Plymouth—~—if he might have -
had his own will” in every view; but he -ated thus to
gratify hig fifter ; and it was the occafion of his being ba-
nifhed to the ifland of St. Nicholas, in the found. Durin
his imprifonments, he wrote feveral little tracts, and alfo
fome hymns and verfes that were afterwards printed in
1672. One of thefe pieces, originally written on the
wall of hjs prifon, in Plymouth, is felected, as containing
a brief hiftory of his fufferings, and as difplaying the for-
titude and refignation of his mind. '

Verfes affixed to the wall of the prifon, at the Gui]dhé.ll, in
Plymouth, where A. C. was detained a month, and thence
fent to the ifland, the 27th September, 1665. ‘

" N1cu four years fince, fent out from hence
To Exan gaol was I
But fpecial grace, in three month fpace,
Wrought out my liberty,
Till Bartholomew, in fixty-two,
That freedom did remain ;
When, without bail, to Exon gaol
I hurried was again.
Where having laip, asdo the flain,
' ’Mong dead men wholly free,
Full three years’ {page, my native place
By leave I came to fee.
And thought not then [ here again
" A month’s reftraint thould find ;
Since, to my den, ¢aft out from men,
. Pm during life defign’d. :
Byt fince my lines the Lord affigns
In fuch alot to be,
1 kifs therod, confefs my God
Deals faithfully with me.
My charged crime, in his due timg
. He fully will decide,
And until then, forgiving men,
In peace with him I bide.

In this ifle of Plymouth, where he was prifoner under
military guards, a violent ficknefs, in a few days, feized
him, by which he kept his chamber three quarters of a
year; but recovering in fome meafure, he wrote a little
poem of grateful- acknowledgment to his Saviour’s
praife, and dedicated it thus :—

v 3 To
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To his truly facred Majefty, the High and Mighty Potentate,
King of Kings, and Lord of .Lords, Prince of Lifeand
giaee,h Heir of all things,_ and Head over all to the
~hurch, A i

The humble proftrature and thankful acknowledgment of
a poor prifoner of hope, whofe life, upon all accounts, hath
been marvelloafly preferved,-and delivered with a great falva-
tion from the pit of corruption. - :

Moft glorious Sov’reign! to thy feet is brought
The trembling offspring of a contrite thought ;
By a poor captive, whaq attempts to raife
An Ebenezer. to his Saviour’s praife—
A lafting pillar, as in confcience bound,
In due remembrance of choice favours found ;
‘With grace to fuccour, in a needful hour,
From death’s dominion and the tempter’s pow’r.
But, when thy worm reflefts, what can it bring,
Comporting with. the grandeur of a king,
Of fuch bright majefty as angels muft -
“Their faces veil before, fhall finfu! duft
Have bold accefs, and kind acceptance meet
For felf and fervice at thy burning feet ?
May hair, a badger’s fkin, 2 widow’s mite,
from willing minds, find favour in thy fight ;—
A pair of pigeons, ora turtle dove,
Find kind conftru&®ion from the God of love ?
Is there more over-laid by the fupply, -
To help fuch weaknefs in infirmity ?
A coftly cov’ring deth thy grace provide,
‘Their blemithes to veil, their fpots to hide,
Who, from their fenfe of need and duty, bring
Their lowly homage to their lofty King?
On fuch encouragements here trembling ftands
A contrite waiter, thougl with empty hands ;
Whofe bag and bafket {peak him to become
More like a beggar thana bringer-home :
Who, thogh he aims and longs, in this 4ddrefs,
His utmoft obligations to exprefs, ,
_To charge his confcience, and difcharge his vow,
- Abandon other Jords, to Jefus bow ;
Yet finds in all, that, void of royal aid,
Nought worthy of thee can be thought or faid..
Apart from Chrift, the beft attempts, alas!
.Are tinckling cymbals, and us founding brafs ;
Such ftatgly ftructures prove but wood and hay
Tth’ teft and conteft ofP that burning day ; Thef
efe
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‘Thefe dear experiments, fo often tried,
All boafting confidence from flefh muft hide
Of felf-fufhiciency, in beft attire,

. 'To form that work, or breathe but that defire,
Or think that thought, that can, in juflice, claim
One heavenly afpeét on its act or aim.

What, then, remains ?—thy worm muit proftrate fall,
While {entence from thy pyefence pait on all
Which felf hath gloried in or flefh hath gain’d,
‘With what{oe’er to 4dam appertain’d :

His wifdom, will, his power, delight, defire,
Or what his art, or induftry acquire ;

-His nobleft faculties, accuteft parts,

His liberal fciences, or rareft arts:

Nay, hisbeft righteoufnefs, his all in all

Mutt be refign’d, furrender’d, left to fall,

Be fentenc’d, crucify’d, defpoil’d, difgrac’d,
And at the feet of conquéring Jesus plag’d ;
That, on its ruins, Gofpel grace may rear

A living pillar, thy new name to bear !

¥ any inquire what octafioned fuch feverity-as to
detain this good man fo many years—and till death—a pri-
foner, it may fuffice to infert the ftate of hiscafe, left un-
der his own hand; and which we copy from the laft leaf
of his pofthumous book, % Words in Seafon,” printed at
London, in 1668. _

« He was born at Plymouth, of mean yet honeft pa-
rentage; isnot, by kindred or any alliance, related to any
perfon- or family of any note at all; was not bred up to
learning at any univerfity, or fent any where to travei for
education or experience; but, contrarywife, brought up,
and kept diligently by his parents to work, in the poor,
yet honeft, trade of afuller; never lived out of that town
a month together a]l his life, except in a journey; fome
weeks, on occafion, about fixteen years fince, to London;
befides what he underwent, by conitraint, in prifon. Ne-
ver, in the former wars, was enlifted in any troop or com-
pany ugld'er pay; and in the trained bands of the town
where he férved, never-was accounted worthy of promo-
tion to fo much.as a corporal ; nor in the corporation
whereof he was a member, ever advanced fo high as a
conftable. Never bettered his eftate one farthing by all
the propitious advantages that might have given - him op-
portunity of fo doing ; nor is conicious to himf{elf of ‘che
leaft defirg of adding to what he hath by any prefent or fu-

v 4 ture
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ture advantage, that any favourable overtures of the times
may tempt him with. Never was advanced to, or im-
proved.in, any place or office of truft or profit, civil, mi- -
litary, or ecclefiaftical ; fave only, for fome few weeks,
unknown te-him, and againft his will, he was muftered.a
chaplain to the fort; but quickly got himfelf difcharged of
that again. Never was cencerned in, nor truly charged
with, any plot, mutiny, or tumult, giving the leaft dif-
turbance, or occafion of fear or jealoufy. This one
thing, then, only can remain to give colour to fuch pro-
ceedings; that, about eighteen years fince, he being con-
vinced of his duty to his Lord, by evidence of Seripture
light, joined himfelf in an holy covenant; to walk in_all
the ordinances of the Lord, blameleis, to the beft of his
light and power, in fellowfhip with a poor and defpifed
people.” ' S ‘

The fupport with which his heavenly mafter indulged
him was not fmall, as will appear by the following fec-
tions, which are given in his own words :

CONCERN FOR HIS PEOPLE.

« He faid, he had oft, fince his ficknefs on his bed,
begged that the God of the fpirits of all fleth would fet a
man over that Church, to go in and out before them, to
feed them, that fo the Lord’s poor flock be not utterly
{cattered by thofe who carry ox keep them captive,” Numb.
xxvii. Adding, ¢ that he had laboured and defigned to
ferve the Lord among them, and to gather fouls to Chrift;
and had now the witnefs of 2 good confcience, that he had
not wilfully omitted, ordeait negligently in, that work,
inthe main of it, as opportunity preiented ; and bleft the
Lord, that, fince his imprifonment, he had hearc of fix or
feven of that Church that had gone triumphing ta hedven
before him/’

SUFFERINGS.

This is a quotation he makes :—To fuffer for Chrift
is honourable. God will not put this honour upon every
one; he puis this honour upon the veflels of honour. He
gives grace to a man, fornfing hi:n into 3 veffel of filver
or gold; and then throws him into the fire, to melt and
fufter for his name. The metal of that Chriftian muftbe
Jlver or gold that can fuffer for Chrift:—a veflel of wead,
throw it into the fire, its hoops will fiy off, jt will break

afunder,
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aiunder, and never hold out. The three children that
were caft into the fiery furnace, what glorious mould and
metal were they made of !

HIS FRAME OF MIND IN IMPRISONMENT.

“ I could at large acquaint you, that By the grace of
God I am what I am. Wonderful loving kindnefs .hath
helped hitherto, fo as after five years’ imprifonment in
more than five prifons, and, in this laft year, above nine
months’ ficknefs, with divers trials of faith and patience,
I have never yet feen the leaft reafon (and I praife Chrift
my Lord) never been undsr an hour’s temptation to re-
linquith or repent of my teftimony, in word or deed, to
any one perfecuted truth of Chrift, for which I fuffer.
And though my lot be in a place where the falt fharp air
is manifeftly ruinous to my health, expofing me (more
than 1 ever was in my life) to dajly diftempers, and under
a fentence of premunire, and in a readinefs, on all occa-
fions, for threatened tranfportation, befides other threat-
ening and ftraitening circumftances, yet, under all, is
Chrift as precious to my foul as ever, and fo are his
caufe, work, andinftitutions, and faithful children, and he
is every way as worthy of my all as I profeffed him to be
in the greateft fullnefs or plenty of all things. Neither
durft I, for my life, balk the leaft truth of Jefus which is
to be witneffed unto, fer the obtaining any weaith, liber-
ty, or other accommodations whatever. Nor can I ex-
prefs the conftant fatisfaction, and fometimes confolation,
that my foul is made to enjoy in following God, efpecially
when in my gréateft ficknefs, about this time twelve-
month, and at other feafons, when I have bzen ready to
ftep into eternity,—thoughts and  pen cannot fet forth
the peace, paffing underftanding, wherewith my foul was
poflefled, in refpe& of the prefent truths of Chrift, and
his heart loye tomie therein, which do to this day abide in
their excelleney and obligation, engaging my foul to love
and praife the Lord for his-unfpeakable gifts of grace to
me herein, who have as fearful, cowardly, unbelieving,
flothfuly felf-faving, a poor heart, as I think any poor
Chriftian alive is peftered withal.”

HIS LAST AFFLICTIONS.
Being afked by a friend, ¢ Is all well within;”—he an-
fwered, ¢« All is well there, blefled be God, my God,

the high' rock of my falvation. My foul hath trufted in
him and fhall net be athamed.”
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¢ Blefled be God that brought me here, and blefled me

here with defirable company and mercies, concerning
which we have had occafion and reafon to fpeak well of
God together.”

¢« The teftimony I have borne to Chrift in my day, is
a quieting, comferting confideration, through the blood
of Chrift; though not the bottoming confideration on
which my peace is built, yet ’tis of great ufe, in a fe~
condary fort, at fucha feafon.”. Afterwards—

¢« The Lord has brought me under cloudings and trials,
fometimes ; though they have been day, not night, clouds
through which he hath fhined.” '

‘He addrefled all in the family with him, one afteran-
other, in a very folemn affetionatz manner. After this,
feeling his heart evidently failing, he. faid, ¢ Blefled be
God for Chrift’s grace and eternal glory.” Three hours
before his diffolution,. a friend perceiving him under
greac preffure, foftly faid to him, ¢ They looked unto the
Lord and were lightened ; a right look will bring down
relief under all difficulties.” “Yea,” replied he, ¢ and
their faces were not afpamed.” Thefe were his laft words.
He yielded up his fpirit the sth of the firft month (March)
1668.

During the time of their paftor’s fufferings, the Church
was continually vexed with perfecutions ; and in the year
of his death it broke out with double fury. Two years
after, the enemies of Chrift obtained the revival of the
Cenventicle A&, under which the members of this fociety
were harafled with every fpecies of cruelty, in body and
eftate, till King James’s declaration of liberty of con-
{cience. ‘ ‘

Once more at liberty publicly te meet for the worfhip
of God, after nineteen years’ cruel perfecution, during
which period’ their numbers were reduced to 66, they
gave their unanimous call to the Rev. Robert Brown, a
minifter of the Pzdobaptift perfuafion, then preaching at
Worcefter. Theletter is dated the 30th of the 11th month,
1687. Mr. Brown accepted the €all; but the happinefs
the: Church promifed themfelves from his piety and ta-
lents was of fhort duration; for, after enjoying them
about three months, this good and great man feﬁ afleep
inthe arms of his Redeemer, on the 22d of February,
1688. As atribute of regard, the Church erefted a mo-

nument in their meeting, to perpetuate his memory.
' h!
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s¢ Ah! cruel Death, to feparate {o foon

The lovely paltor and his picus charge ;

TheiY biight'ring day to overcloud at noon,
Thir: own defpotic empire to enlarge.

But foon the Saviour will avenge their caufe,
And thou, dread tyrant, fhalt his voice obey 3
Refcu’d with pow’r from thy devouring jaws,
They’ll meet again in realms of endlefs day.”

Deprived of their paftor, in the month of April they
enjoyed the labours of a Mr. Warner, of London, for
two Lord’s days; they propofed to him .the paftorat
charge, and a falary of [.40 per annum. This Mr.
Woarner at firft accepted of ; but he went back to town;
and afterwards changed his mind, and did not go.

In Auguft following, they fent a letter of invitation to
a Mr. Holderby, in Ireland; which he accepted, and
came over in the firft veflel; and foon received a call
from the Church, to be their paftor, which he accepted
by word and writing; but finding fome of the members
particular, his engagements became uneafy to him; he
therefore requefted permiflion to leave them; and, at
length, ¢« the Churchagreed to leave Mr. Holderby to his
defires.”

The firft mention that is ‘made of Mr. Samue! Buttall
is, as the meflenger of the Church to the great aflociation
in London, in the year 1689. In the beginning of the
month of September, 16(90, the Siffers hzld a meeting,
and agreed among themfelves to recommend to the bre-
thren of the Chuych their brother Samuel Buttall, for the
office of an elder in the houfe of God, to adminifter in all
ordinances. Their letter was figned by 42 fifters. On
the 19th of the fame month, the whole Church met, and 52
perfons figned the call; which Mr. Buttall accepted.

In 1691, there was a branch of this Church at Holdf-
worthy, under the more immediate diretion of Mr. Dou-
ble. Mr. James Hitt was a gifted brother in the Church,
called to adminifter the ordinance of baptifm in Mr. But-
tall’s abfence. In 1692, Mr. Bafs, of the Plymouth
Church, was given up to the Falmouth Church, -to.be
their minifter. A Mor. Flute afifted Mr. Buttall, toge-
ther with Mr. James Murch, who had alfo preached at
Dalwood and Lyme. In 1693, he requefled his difmif-
fion to Dalwoed ? but the Church, which had fo many
gifts, feems to have diftrufted their great and glorious

' ’ Head,
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Head, and did not give him up till the 14th of the 10th
month, 1698, when he and his wife were difmiffed to the
Church at Dalwood.

The Church at Plymouth was now reduced to low cire
cumitances. The labours of Mr. Buttall and Mr. Flute
were become only occafional, Mr. Hitt was removed, and
Mr. Murch was given up. In this flate,- they gave their
call to Mr, Nathaniel Hodges, of London, figned by 49
members, the 21ft of the 10th month, 1698. Mr.
Hodges came, and continued at Plymouth till the 21t of
the roth month, ryor; ¢ when, fucceeding to earthly
honours,” as the written records exprefs it, « he quit-
ted this Church and refided at London.” But, by occa-
fional fupplies, reading, and prayer, they kept together
to the year 1707. Mr. Buttall was now removed to
Toptham, and they were deprived of every affiftance for
the pulpit from among themfelves.

In thefe circumftances, they fent an invitation to Mr.
Caleb Jope, then, it feems, a fludent at Trowbridge, who
was  under obligations of divers kinds” to them; but he
declining it, at that time, they applied to a Mr. Bryant,
in O&ober, 1707. He became their paftor 3 biit not till
June7, 1710. He was then ordained, and two perfons
were introduced into the deacons’ office, by laying on of
the hands of the eclders prefent. The fervice began at
eight in the morning, and was contluded at four in the
afternoon. From the time of Mr. Bryant’s coming, to
his ordination, the increafe of members appears %o _have
been more than 30; for, at his ordination they are faid to
have amounted to 80 ; and, in the fame year, Mrs. Eliza-,
beth Bryant was received, by letter of difmiffion, from
the Church at Crofcombe.

"From this period we are deftitute of information, till
March 30, 1718, when we find Mr. Bennick (who, in
1707, removed from Plymouth Church, to fupply a-branch
of it at Newton) the paftor of the Church. November
19th of this year, the Church began to fing in divine fer-
vice.

Mr. Bennick left his fituation about Auguft 17203 but,
before he went, they renewed their call to Mr. Jope, who
preached his firft fermon Auguft 14, 1720, and ferved the
Church two years, eight months, -and a week, for which
labours he received f 108 16 8.

They then applied to Mr. Elkanah Widgery, then at
Newberry, but who was a member of the Church ag

Bampton,
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Bampton. - He preached his firft ferinon June 23, 1723,
During his ftay, the Lord’s fupper was adminiftered by
Me. ]gackfon, of Looe, and. Mr. Courtice, of King{-
bridge. Mr. Widgery left the Church on February 19,
1725 ; the Church at Bampton, probably, requiring his
fervices. , -

Oétober 28, 1726, Mr. John Ridley was folemnly or-
dained, by the impofition of the hands of Mr. Jofeph Sten-
nett, of Exon, and Mr. Hann, of Loughwood. .He
was very much efteemed among his people, and was an
affeftionate preacher. He was difmifled to Mr. Town-
fend’s Church in London, in 1730. = -

From hence people were deftitute of 4 ftated miniftry till
1737, when they ‘gave their call to Mr. Abraham Didget
Hoare. Itdoes not appear how long he continued with
them. 'His fiicceflor was a Mr. Binnick ; he ferved the
Church, with little fuccefs, for feveral years; left them,
but on an invitation returned again, and continued with
them till 1747. They were now in a poor afHlicted ftate,
not more than 15 members in number *. But God had
appointed better days for them. Their light was to
break forth as the morning ; and Mr. Philip Gibbs was the
deftined honoured inftrument, in the hands of the Lord,
for building up this diftinguifhed part of Zion. Of this
holy and eminent minifter our next chapter treats.

. CHAPTER I1. -

Containing an account of therRev. Mr. Gibbs to the time of
his ordination, as paftor of ‘thre Church at Plymouth. -

Mr. GiBBs, when he was about a year and a half old,
loft his father, his mother, and an uncle, in the {fmall-pox,
and his nurfe fuppofing him to be d:ad in ‘that diforder,
was about to give orders for a coffin to bury him; burt he
recovered, and we are prepared to give the early part of
his hiﬁory in his own words, taken from his lips, in a
parlqur converfation, and therefore muit be-detditute of
the-embellifhments of compofition.

"« 1 can perfeétly remember that my nurfe was very
tender of me, but one day refufing what I afked, I faid
in a fpirit of revenge, ¢ [ will cry myfelf to death.” I

"began, and' continued, till one of the moft tremendous

* Another account fays bul.nice members, and from about twenty to
thirty hearers. : .
ftorms
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frorms of thunder and lightning I ever remember filled
me with fear, attended with guilt; and I certainly then
began to difcover the finfulnefs of my fheart. I recol-
)eé alfo, that, in reading the Pfalter; I was much
affeGed with the goodnefs and mercy of God; and wanted
to tell all my fchoolfellows of it. After this I went on
finning and repenting till [ left fchool ; yet could not live
‘without prayer. But I was caft down by ghat text—
The Sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord;
and I was encouraged by that Scripture—HWhen the wicked
turneth away from his wickednefs, and doth that which is
latyfui and right, he fball fave his foul alive. 1was at that
time on the bottom of doing for life ; and yet, ftrange as
it may feem, I felt a perfuafion that I could not be iaved
by doing. About this time feveral dreains much imprefled
my mind, particularly one concerning the world as at an
end. I faw the Heavens open, multitudes gathering to-
gether on the earth, and the dead raifed, and an intimate
acquaintance.of mine at- the left hand, T'his roufcd me
from the fecurity which I too generally felt. I had now
no idea of Diffenters, and attended worthip only in the
Church of England. At this time Mr. Whitfield came
to Kingfbridge (Mr. Cennick had been there before), and
a Mother in Ifracl, a ‘Member of the Baptift Church,
faid to me, ¢ Here’s 2 Minifter of the Eftablifnment come
to town-—you ‘will certainly hear bim.” I went to hear
him preach in a field near Kingfbridge, and, being
then little of ftature, got up, not into a fycamore, but
into an elm tree, as 1 well remember. His text was—
Doft thou believe on the Son of God? 1 was filled with
aftonifhment at the man, and with a clearer fenfe of finy
of the evil of fin, than I had ever known before. But
when he came to preach faith in the Son of God, to fhew
who the Son of God was, and what his errand was into
the world, what it was. to believe in him, and then
called upon the greatef? finners prefent, though greater
than Manaffeh or Saul, as welcome to come to Chrift—
the way of falvation was opened to me; and in that {ingle
Sermon [ faw both my difeafe and remedy. I threw my-
felf, as a poor finner, upon the Son of God, for mercy
and falvation. I'fpenta great deal of that night in prayer,
with'a mixture of heart-felt joy and forrow. I new began
to read the Scriptures diligently, and to read thenl with
prayer ; and our Lord’s difcourfe with Nicodemus, concern-
ing the New Birth, exceedingly affeted me, At this
time I was about thirteen years and a half old.
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“Then Mr. Cennick came to' our town again. I
thought no one was fuperior to him, but Mr. Whitfield.
But I received abundant confolation under Mr. Cennick’s
miniftry § particularly from a Sermon that I think I never
can forget, on the éoon SAMARITAN pouring in the
oil afid wine. O! it was a moft delightful and hum-
bling difcourfe to me; and as the comfort was attended
with brokennefs of heart for fin, I thought it was of God.
I began to fee now more of my unworthinefs, and fo to .
feel the corruptions of my heart as to think that I was
not worthy to touch the hem of Mr. Cennick’s garment.
Mr. Cennick was peculiarly affetionate and condefcend-
ing; being introduced into his company, and jain-
ing with him in prayer, he was much endeared to me.
When he left us I was exceedingly diftreffed, and thought
that the Gofpel was gone with him, as I did not know
that any one in the neighbourhood certainly preached it.
But one day T met the fame old Lady, mentioned before ;
and, converfing together, fhe faid, * Though Mr. Whit-
field and Mr. Cennick are gone, the Gofpel is not gone ;

- it is preached at our Meeting : why don’t you come and
hear ¢ Who preaches it?” faid “I.—=She replied,
« Mr. Crifpin Curtis, our Paftor: there is a great dif-
ference between his. public gifts and their’s, yet you’ll
hear the fame Gofpel.”—I went one day ; and the love’
which I faw among the people won my hearf much more
than Mr. Curtis’s preaching.. I was now perplexed, not.
feeing how the corruptions of my heart could be confift- .
ent with a ftate of grace; but, after converfing with .
feveral of the aged Chriftians, I underflood more di-
ftin&ly the difference between nature and grace, and in
what the work of God’s fpirit upon the human foul con-
fited. I now read Luther’s expofition on the Galatians
with much edification : in it he fays fomewhat like this—
‘That grace takes nothing out of a man%*, but puts fome-
thing into him ; and that jt is better to feel a warfare in
the foul between flefh and f{pirit, thanitis to.have an
Angel come from Heaven to tell a man that his name'

® That Grace takes notbing out of a man has been often declared ~—proba-
bly fometimes without confideration. In the lips of the bo/y and excellent
Mr. Gibbs, whofe memory. we revere, it meant ro harm. But God has
faid to his people, I will take anvay the flony beart out of your fic’h. 1If fo, grace
not only puts fome good thing into the beart towards the Lord God of Ifrael,
but'ina most important fenfe dakes fomething ovt of a man. This is experia
enced when the dominion of fih is faken awvay in regeneration, and as th
pewer of it is crucified in progreflive fan&ificationew—Ep1ToR.
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is written in the La.ub’s book of life; for Satan kricws
how to transform himfelf in‘o an Angel of Light.

« By the Scriptures I was convinced of believers baptifm;
and that it was my duty to be baptized, though I had never
feen the ordinance adminiftered to any one. [ related my
experience to Mr. Curtis, and then to the Church, and a
time was appointed for baptifm. In the interim, I hefi-
tated on the great queftion, Dsff thou believe on the Son of
God? However, 1 felt determined to caflt myfelf upon
Chrift, as the foundation of a finner’s hope ; and refolved,
whether I had the evidence in my own foul or not, of
my perfonal intereft, I would give myfelf up to the
Lord, in this ordinance; from a fenfe of duty. I did fo,
and remember that it was a very comfortable day to me.
Mr Curtis baptized me.  After this I was exercifed with

' greater temptations than before, about the reality of the
work of GGod upon my heart ; 2nd opening my cafe to
one of the Members of the Church, was encouraged by
the cafe of our Lord, after Aés baptilm.—~Matt, iv. 1.

¢ About thrée months after I became a Member, - the

~Church called upon me to exercifc my gifts. 1did fo in

.a large room of Mr. Curtis’s, where they ufed to meet
for prayer: it was on a Lord’s day, tetween the two
fervices, I had thought on the portion of Scripture
ferioufly before, but entered on the work with trem-
bling, and kept the people tiil it was full time to go te
Meeting in the afternoon. It was a text that remarksbly
affeéted me—For what the Law could not do in trat it was
weak through the flefb, God fending Fis own Son in the,
&c. So I was employed one Lord’s day after another.—
The Church then had a day of prayer. They ap-
proved of my call, by lifting up of their hands, which I
think was unanimous. Mr. Curtis, without much form,
then faid, “Brother Gibbs, the Church calls you to ex-
ercife your gifts’ améng us: go and do what you can for
Jefus Chrift.”—I thought it right fo to”aé, and the next
Lord’s day preached with extraordinary liberty in our
Meeting ; and afterwards, as opportunity prefented itfelf,
I went into country parifhes around, and.preached at
Chivelftone, Ford, Portlemouth, where lP was moft
known, and among my acquaintance. This created a
great ftir in the neighbourhood. ~Several perfons were
wrought on, and joined the Church.—Thus I continued,
I fuppofe, about twelve months, when Mr. Howel Harris
came, to -Kiﬁfbridgq, and he was publifhed to preach at
the Baptift Meeting. He was taken poorly, and did not
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greach, Mr. Curtis defired me to fill the pulpit:—
Mr. Harris *was ‘able to be prefent, and, hearing
" me, afterwards defired that 1 might take a preaching
journey with him, Mr, Curtis faid, ¢ He is to go next
went week to the Briftol Academy.’—It was at length
bowever, agreed for me to go with him. We firft went
to Briftol, to the Affociation of the Methodift Minifters,
about feventeen of them, who met that time at Smith’s
Hall. Minutes were taken, after the Leéture, of the cir-
cuit each was to go. - I went into Wiltthire and Glou-
cefterfhire, and was to come back to Bath, and then to
return to the Weft, and vifit Plymouth Tabernacle, juft
then covered in. In this tour, Mr. Curtis fent me a let-
ter, requefting 1 would be prefent at the Baptift Affo-
ciation held that year at Exeter, as the Church at
Kingfbridge had appointed me a Meflenger to that Affem-
bly. I attended, and. heard Mr, Burford, a Deacon of
Plymouth Church, fay, that Mr. Binnick, their Minifter,

had left them. Mr. [¥ug'h Evans withing that he might
return, informed the Meffenger, that he had no Student
to fill the place. Mr. Burford now defired Mr. Curtis,

my Paftor, to goover to Plymouth, and affift the Church,
He found it inconvenient; but faid, ¢ My child,” for fo
he ufled to call me, ¢ is coming over to preach in the
Tabernacle; and as his health is pretty much recovered,
no doubt he will give you a Sermon, as there is no
preachirg in the Tabernacle but morningand evening.’
This was at feven in- the morning, and at fix in the
evening ; there was no preaching then at ten and two,
The meetings were purpofed at the time when others
worthipped. = But they had preaching at firft every night*
in the week.—Before the Tabernacle was erefted in
Plymouth, the Methodifts ufed to worfhip in the Meeting-
houfe belonging to the Baptifts, who were cheerful in their
fubfcriptiohs towards the building of that place.—Mr."
Howel Harris, findf#fg my health would not permit me to
preach fo often, fent down good Mr, Thomas Adams;
andas he came fomewhat unexpeéted, I was at liberty to
fupply the Baptifts all the day. I preached to them in
the forenoon, - on this text—For our Gofpel came nct unto
you in word only, but, &c. 1 Thefll i. 5.—As foon as
I came down from the pulpit, my brother Adams, who
was prefent, faid, ¢ You’il fettle.in this place.’ I
preached again in the afternoon, and for three or four

* Afterwards two Le&ures on the week days,

Fgs. 1801.] X Lord’s
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Lord’s days, when they invited me to ftay"with them a
year. I deliberated; and though' they were reduced ex-
ceedingly low, yet I found much aHfetion fromthem;
the word evidently bleffed, and the congregation {o en-
larged as to caufe the galleries to be propped, left they
thould break down. Hence I confented, on condition
that I might have liberty to preach in the neighbouring
villages and towns where I might be invited. = They
agreed ; and before the year was up propofed my ordina-
tion. ~

< It was on September 20, 1\1/174,9. Mr. Day, of Wel-
lington, then a young man, Mr. Jones, of Exeter, and
Mr. Ifaac Hann, were the principal perfons engaged in
this fervice. Mr, Hann prayed the ordination prayer,
and all three laid'on hands, ~ There was a thronged houfe.
My confefion took twenty-five minutes. The fo-
lemnity of the day drank up my fpirits ; but it was a de-
lightful time to myfelf and others.”

(To be continued. )

ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST.

A4 LETTER,
BY THE LATE REY. SAMUEL STENNETT, D.D.

——

DEAR SIR,

T were much to be wifhed that in reafoning about the
bleffed God, as well as in a&ts” of devotion dire&ted im+
mediately tohim, our minds were deeply imprefled witha
fenfp of hisinfinite grandeur and peerlefs excellence. Im-
menfe is the diftance, did I fay, between him and us ? I
_thould rather fay, between him andthe brighteft—the
talleft feraph that ventures to bow at hisfeet. ’Tis wife,
therefore, in man, whofe faculties are limited, and by fin
enfeebled, to anfwer with modeft and humble reverence
~ the voice which afks, Conf thou by fearching find out God ?
Canfl thau find aut the Almigkty unto perfetion ? His.na-
ture, I mean his eflence and mode of fubfiftence, muft of
néceflity be immenfely different from that of a finite crea-
ture. Toreafon, therefore, from the latter to the former,
or to conclude that what may be’ juftly charged with ab-
’ furdity,
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furdity, when affirmed of a finite being, muft be ilike ab-
furd and contradi®ory when applied to a being who'is in-
finite, and whofe mode of fubfiftence the human intelle&
cannot poflibly comprehend-—no, r.or that of Gabriel hims<
felf—is wrong. Indeed itisa kind of reafoning that is not
only inconclufive; but alfo chargeable with temerity and
indecency: - The fa&, therefore, which God directly and
plainly affirms of himfelf, reafon and piety oblige me to
admit, though I cannot explain the modus of that faét.
Now, fir, the blefled God tells me, that Jefus Chrift is
his own fon,~that he is the brightnefs of his glory, and
the exprefs image of his perfon,—that he is God,—the true
God, and the eternal life ;——that he is God over all, blefled
for ever ;~=that he was before Abraham, before the world
began, in the beginning, from eternity ; that he is Al-
mighty ;—=that then when he was on earth he was in hea-
ven ; that he i$ omnifcient;=~and that he is the fame yei-
terday, te-day, and for ever ;=—that he made all things, and’
that without him was not any thing made that was made;
that by him were all things created that are in heaven, and
in earth; vifible and invifible, whether they be thrones, or
dominiens, or principalities, or powers ; that all ‘things
were created by him, and for him ;—that he is before all
things; and by himall things confift j*~that he is the true
light which lighteth every man that comethinto the world 5+
zthat he is the Saviour of the world, the refurre&ion, and
the life; and the final judge of all mankind ;—that all the
hoft of heaven are required to worthip him,—and that all
men are commanded to honor the Son; even as they honor
the Father. '
Now, fir, if Jefus Chrift (of whom it is likewife true
that he was made flefh, and dwelt among us, and that as the
children were partakers of fleth and blood, he alfo himfelf
took part of the fame ;) if, I fay, Jefus Chrift is, after all,
no more than a man, and had no exiftence before he zp-
peared on earth, I afk how the language Fhave juft taken
from my bible can be made to confiit with commou fenfe 2
And by what rules of interpretation we aie to be guided in
our common difcourfes with each other ? [aik, ifinvention
and ingenuity are to be put on the rack to _make the pafs
fages juft quoted any way bend to the new and ftrange
creed ; and if, after days and nights having been fpent to
diftert their natural meaning, we are to be boaftingly tg]d
X 2 that
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that fuperior wifdom, aided by a ray from heaven, has
made the difcovery, I afk how it can be faid that the bible
is aplain book, and that the way-faringman, though a fool,
is in no danger of miftaking its facred import ? I afk, if
Chrift be a mere man, and knowing himfelf to be fuch,
yet ufed this ftrong language, how can he be juftified from
the charge of blafphemy, and confequently of impofture ?
I afk all who will' not allow us to take the feveral propo-
fitions cited, in their plain, natural, obvious fenfe, how
they can refift the charge of infidels who tell them that
Chrift and his Apoftles evidently temporifed, and, with a
craft ufual among defigning men, adapted themfelves to
the prejudices of the multitude,~1I afk, how: they can vin-
dicate the bible from the imputation thus caft upon it, of
want of precifion, fimplicity, and fincerity ! How, having
admitted fuch vague, uncertain interpretation, they can
fecure any one do&trine or precept of the bible from the.
artful ‘management of thofe - who have an end to anfwer,
by corrupting it ? I afk, once more, how Chrift and his
Apoftles, if they were honeft men, and poflefled common
fenfe, could fuppofe (amidft all their declamations againft
idolatry) that the accounts they had given of Chrift
would not naturally and unavoidably precipitate men into
the groffeft idolatry—the worfhipping a mere man——the
worthipping a mere creature ?

Till thefe plain queftions are fatisfaltorily anfwered,
I think myfelf obliged to fubfcribe to the plain unequivo-
cal teftimony of &od,—-ﬁrmly believing that there is,
there can be, no abfurdity in what God has thus pofitively
declared of his own infinite eflence, and of -the mode of
his exiftence ; to the inveftigation of which Ihave not,
and perhaps fhall not ever have faculties any way compe-
tent ; fatisfied too, at the fame time, that there were
purpofes the moft important, of a moral, religious, and
practical nature to be anfwerd b}' thefe, and an immenfe
number befides of direct and collateral atteftations in the
Bible to the true and proper divinity of our Lord Jefus
Chrift.
I have, Sir,
The honour to be, &c.
S. STENNETT.
Fanuary 13, 1795.
ON





