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TWELVE DIRECTIONS

FOR

A CHRISTIAN’s HOLY WALKING.

BY THE LATE REV. ISAAC WOODMANj
OF LBICESTER.

1. Confider the end of thy being and new-being.

I‘Z—IIS is no lefs than the manigeftation of God’s glory,
and the praife of his grace. For his pleafure we are
and were created ; and therefore, as all things are of him
and through him, fo they ought to be to him. In the
100th pfalin we are exhorted to ferve the Lord, becaufe
it is he that has made us ; and the new creation is defigried
alfo for the praife of the riches of the glory of his grace.
« This people have I formed for myfelf, they fhall thew
forth my praife.” Let me not therefore live to myfelf, but
labour to apprehend that, for which I am apprehended of
Chrift Jefus; and whether I eat or drink, do all to the
glory of God. ,

11. Remember thy engagements to the Lord.

Think, what was the fenfe and fentiment of my heart
under its beft impreffions : thefe are profitable for me to
keep alive and frefh in my memory. Did I not, when
fueing for mercy and pardon, promife obedience; and
upon hope of favour and enjoyment of peace, determine
I would not turn again to folly. And, when I made
a public profeflion of his name, by fubmitting to his ordi-
nance of baptifm and joining with his people in comme-
morating the dying love of a redecmer, did I not then
profefs, that I would be the Lord’s obedient fubject and
fervant, and child ! Have I not hereby bound myfelf out
from all fin, and up to all duty ? let me then be daily pers
forming my vows.

IIL. Thankfully view the privileges with which
thou art invefled.

Thou art endowed with reafon, by which thou art
exalted above the beafts that perith, and art favoured with
eligible circumftances in life, as appears from hence ;
that there are many, with whom thou wouldeft not
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change thy condition for theirs, if it were poffible to be
done. Moreover, thou art acquainted with the fcriptures,
and haft the honour to have the Lord’s name called upon
t]l:ee, &c. &c.  Let me, therefore, in every thing give
thanks.

IV. Comfort thyfelf with the difpofals and allotments of
Divine Providence.

Various are God’s difpenfations towards his own chil-
dren: we read of the brother of high and low degree, to
cach of which eftates it is a fpecial point of wifdom and
duty to accommodate ourfelves, as likewife to the duties
of our feveral refpetive relations in life. The very
beauty of religion, and our ufefulnefs in the world lies in
a due attendance to thefe things. Remember, therefore,
oh my foul, that word of (God’s grace, which faith ¢ Unto
him that orders his converfation aright, I will thew the
falvation of God.”

V. Search the Scriptures.

*Tis from thefe we get underftanding of what is necef-
fary to be known, and dire&ion about what is proper to
be done. Hence we derive our folid comfort and glorious
hope : therefore, oh my foul, be diligent in perufing the
facred oracles.: they are copious, plain and eafy, in
what is moft important. Let the word of Chrift dwell
richly in thee.

V1. Continue in Prayer.

Prayer is the great charateriftick by which the godly
are known, and the diftinguifhing bufinefs in which they"
engage. By this we make our confeffions, pour out our
complaints, and prefent our fupplications and petitions to
the moft high God, the Father of mercies, in the name
of Chrift, with affurance of fuccefs. Be therefore inftant
in it : come daily to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy
and find grace to help, in time of need.

VII. Prize the appointments of Divine Grace.

Let what God has of his wifdom and goodnefs appointed
for the comfort and benefit of our fouls, be with delight
and diligence attended to, viz. the miniftry and ordinan-
ses : every one that is of Godheareth God’s word 3 andhhc.

that
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that loves Chrift keeps his commandments. This is the
way fo be fatisfied with the fatnefs of God’s houfe, and
nourifhed up inthe words of faith and found de&rine to
eternal life. -

V1L, Walk in Love.

The divine dire&ion is, Let all your things be done with
charity. Tis the bond of perfeétnefs amongft the faints,
and the ground of true obedience. towards God : ’tis the

very end of the commandment, and having fuch a motive
~and pattern as the love of Chriit—Oh, my foul, follow
after charity,and walk in love to God and 2ll who are his.

1X. Follow after Purity or unblamablenefs of Condué? and
tendernefs of Confeience.

Whilft we entertain the moft cordial affeétion for, and
exprefs the greateft tendernefs towards, all that bear the
image of God and are belicvers in Chrift, we are not
bound to approve or have communion with them in things
finful or even doutful, left we contrac relative guilt:
therefore the Apoftle fays to Timothy, Be not partaker of
other men’s fins, keep thyfe!f pure : and thofe few in Sardis
are -commended, who had not defiled their garments.
“Whilft with all love we are willing others thould ufe
their liberty, we muft endeavour to be faithful to the
light, God hath given us; and, with humble, teachable
difpofitions feek after more, yielding our confciences to
the divine authority, Think, therefore, oh my foul, of
Paul’s condud, and imitate him. I (fays he) exercife
mylelf to have always a confcience void of offence.

X. Walk bumbly with God.

There are manifold caufes for and calis to humility : we
are very ignorant and full of darknefs about God and
divinethings ; exceedingly unfkilful in the performance of
duty. We come very thort of doing what we know,
and of doing what we have heard or fesn in other of
God’s fervants : have been guilty of much evil, which is
a very hateful, hurtful and deftrutive thing ; and at our
very beft are unprofitable fervants. Therefore, we fnould
be cloathed with humility—Oh, my foul, what haft thou
which thou didft not receive! What haft thou received,
which thou haft not abufed 2.

12 XI.
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X1, Keep ever in thine eye the Glory of Divine Grace
in the work of our Salvation.

This will be like the pilot, compafs, and pole-ftar, to
dire&t us to the port of happinefs,” and keep us from the
rocks and quickfands of {in and error. “ Thy loving kind-
nefs is bzfore- mine eyes (fays the Pfalmiit) and { have
walked in the truth.” Remember divinegrace contrived
and effeCted falvation, in that part of it which is done
without us, before we had -a being, without ovr know-
ledge, confent, defire, or defert—And as to that part,
that takes place in and upon us, GGod prevents us with
the bleffings of his goodnefs ; he fecks us before we
feek him: he begins the good work, which in feripture
is called a refurrecion, but in this cafe there is matter
to work upon. ’Tis called a creation, but here there is
n> principle of oppofition—T herefore, to fet the cafe
torth more fully, ’tis likened to a conqueft, befieging
a fort and taking it by ftorm ; 2. Cor. x. 4, 5: fo averfe.
are we to our own true welfare, till made willing by
grace. Welldoes the Apoftle fay, “ By grace ye are faved.”
Think, oh my foul, upon the queftion, in Gal. iii. 2.
and thou wilt be convinced, that the very beginning of
all good in thee came in a way of believing, and not of
works. Ponder what Mofes reminds Ifrael of in Deut.
ix. throughout, and fee if there be not many things in
thy experience fimilar to theirs ; then weigh and wonder
at thofe glorious places, Johni. 12, 13. Rom. iii. 21,
and xi. 6. 2 Tim. i. g. Titus iii. 3, to 7, inclufively.

XI1. Prefs after the mark of complete perfection.

The chriftian’s duty is comprehenfive, and his growth
admits of high degrees ; after all we have attained, there
is much ftill before us'; we are furrounded with and in
the midft. of myfteries : there is the myftery of iniquity,
the myftery of godlinefs, and the myftery of Providence.
We fhall always be learning while we are here ; and it
may be thought that the following things evidence a good
proficiency in the divine life : ‘ _

Firft, A clear, affe&ing, and foul-humbling view of
the evil of fin, and its fad and fpreading influence upon
us % it twifls itfelf with our very nature, and, defiling it,
fpoils all our good 3 fo that (though in the renewed mind
there is fome good thing toward the Lord God of Ifrael,

yet
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yet) in our fleth dwells no good thing ; and, when we
would do good, evil is prefent with us.

Secondly, A cordial approbation of, and a cheerful
compliance with, the will of God, in all the branches
of our known duty; from a conviftion of the purity,
wifdom, reafonablenefs, and goodnefs of the diviie law.
The more apt and ready we are at felf-deniai and obe-
dicnce to God, the greater is our degree of fanctification.

Thirdly, and laftly, Holy and delightful admiration at
the wifdom and wonderful grace of God in our falvation;
this flows from divine knowledge of it, faith in it, and
pleafurable impreflions from it. Thus does real advance-
ment in godlinefs lje in felf-abafement, {ubjection to God,
and delight in him ; and this would I ufe the mecans of,
and labour to attain : faying with the Plalmift, ¢ Thou
fhalt guide me with thy counfel, and afterwards receiye
me to glory.”

Lift of Churches endowed by the late Abrabam Atkins, Efy.
of Clapham, Surry.

CHURCHES. MINISTERS IN 1798,

Beach Hill* - - . . John Wills
Buckland, Berks -. - - Jofeph Stennett
Burford, Oxford - - - ‘William Harris

Cambridge - - -

- Robert Hall
Cirencefter, Gloucefterfhire

Wiiliam Wilkins

[N T T

Coat, Oson - - - - - Jofeph Siennett
Colnbrook, Bucks ~ - - - John Lloyd
Fairford, Gloucefterfhire - - Daniel Williams
Farringdon, Berks - - - Joieph Stennett
Kingfton, Lille, ditto - - - ThomasSmith

Lingﬁeld, Surry - - - -

Oakingham, Berks - - - John Wills
Oxford- - - - - - - James Hinton
Stratton, Wilts . - - - - Thomas Smith
Clapham, Surry - - - - John Ovington
Unicorn-Yard, Southwark - 'Ihomas Hutchings,

F  ourteep of thefe focieties were included in the firft
truft-deed, which was duly enrolled in Chancery, and by
which Mr. Atkins, feveral years before his death, alien-

* Nearly in the road between Reading and Bafingftoke, in the arifh
of Stratfield-say.

13 ated
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ated a confiderable eftate, lying partly in the parith of
Bampton, Oxon, and partly in the parith of Gtratfield-
Say, Hants. To this bounty, Mr. Atkins added by
will, two thoufand poynds Eaft India Stock, the intereit
to be divided between the above fixteen congregations,
Unicorn-Yard and Clapham churches being then added to
the firft fourteen, Clapham has alfo other endowments
annexed to it by Mr. Atkins’s benevolence, befides a
diftin& legacy of thirty guineas per annum in his will.

There is 3 diftin& enrolment in Chancery, veiting
certain ground-rents in the truftees for the benefit of the
intereft at Unicorn-Yard, and towards the fupport of the
Horflydown charity fchool, Southwark; and a f{chool at
Kingfton-Lifle, Berks.

The firft truftees were-—The Rev. Robert Robinfon,
Cambridge; Rev. Thomas Dunfcombe, Coat; Rev.
Daniel Turner, Abingcfon; Rev. William Wilkins,
Bourton; Jofeph Tomkins, Efq. Abingdon; Benjamin
‘Tomkins, Efq. ditto; William Tomkins, fen. Efq.
ditto 5» William Tomkins, jun. Efg. ditto. :

Upon vacancies happening, the following gentlemen
have been chofen---Jofeph Tomkins, Efq. Abingdon
John Tgmkins, Efq. ditto; Edward Sheppard, " Efgq
London.

A more particular account of this truft it is probable
v;ill be printed for the ufe of thofe who are interefted
theremn.

S —————— T ————————_
—

MIDLAND ASSOCIATION.

HIS Affociation “affembled at Shiffnall, in Shropfhire, on
the 2g9th and 3oth Days of May, 1798.

BREVIATES.

Tuefday evening, met at fix o’clock.—Brother Smith, of
“Wolverhampton, prayed; letters from the churches were read,
ard the Mcderator clofed the meeting with prayer.

Wedneidzy morning (feven o’clock) Bréther Pope prayed; a
ietter was read from the church atShrewfbury, propofing 2n union
to the Affociation—the propofal was cheerfully admitted.

Refolved, That in fature the paftors of the affociated churches
be requefted to-preach one of the fermons on thefe occafions in
regular fucceflion, from the fenior to the junior paftor—the other

preacher
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preacher to be nominated by the church where the Aflociation is
held for that year, as ufual. |

Brother Harriffon read the Circular Letter;, which being
approved, was ordered to be printed ; brother Wilks prayed.

Half paft ten o’clock. Public worfhip began. Brother
Williams, of Ryeford, prayved; brother Edmonds, of Birming-
ham, preached from ii. Chron. xxv. 8, “God hath power ta
help;” after finging, brother Pearce preached from John xiv. 27,
«Peace I leave with you; my, peace I give unto you; not as
the world giveth, give [ unto you. Letnot your heart be” &c.—
Brother Butterworth concluded with prayer,

Met again at four o’clock: Brother Palmer, of Shrewfbury,
gave an highly interefting account of his itinerancy together with
brother Smith, of Cofely, under the patronage of the London
Baptift Itinerating Society, through {ome parts of Wales, and
the Englith counties adjoining, for three weeks previous to this
meeting.

The relation of the fupports and encouragements granted by
our dear-Lord to his fervants, greatly comforted and refrefhed
our hearts, and excited a refolution in many of us to be more
active in his bleffed caufe.

Half paft fix. o’clock. Public worfhip began again. Brother
Palmer prayed; brother Smith, of Alcefter, preached from 1.
Pet. iv. 18. «“And if the righteous fcarcely be faved, where
fhall the ungodly and the finner appear.” Brother Smith, of
Cofely, coricluded the fervice in prayer.

State of the Churches fince the laff Affociation.

ADDED. DIMINISHED.
By Baptifm & Experience 131 Letters of Difmiffion 7
tters - 5 Exélufion - 28
Reftored - 1 Death . - 17
137 52
Clear Increafe - - 83

The next Affociation to be held at Wolverhampton, on Tuef-
day and Wednefday in the Whitfun-week. Brethren Butter-
worth, and Belfher to preach; in cafe of fdilure, Brother
Palmer, Put up at the Red Lion.

After the public fervice, the Elders and Meflengers converfed
on the duty of individual chriftians, and chriftian focieties, to
exert themfelves, more generally, for the advancement of the
dear Redeemer’s kingdom, in neighbouring villages; and on the
beft means to be adopted in order to foimportant an end; when,
it appearing that fome of the churches inthe connexion had rPa,de

14 ome
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fome fucceffful efforts, it was propofedto fubjoin a brief account
of the fteps theyhad taken, and the pleafing refult; -in hope that
their fuccefs might encourage our brethren in other places to
fimilar exertions. , '

Toward the clofe of the year 1796, (S. Pearce,) one of our
brethren having preached twice ata farm-houfe near a village
about five miles from the town where he refides, was encouraged
to take a dwelling-houfe in the village, (Shirley-ftreet,) for the
purpole of public worfhip, which he immediately let, for half
-the reut he gave, to decent people, on condition of their keep-
ing it-clean and ready for divine fervice whenever wanted,
He, and other minifters, preached there regularly once a fort-
‘night, ona week evening, for {fome months, and many attended
with. ferioufnefs on the word of life. At length it feemed defir-
able to have fervice there on Lord’s-days, efpecially as there was
no place - for religious worfhip, of any defcription, within two
miles of the place; and our brother propofed to the members of
the church, to affift in the good work s when above thirty of
them agreed to go in their turns on a Lord’s-day evening, "three
at a time, and pray,fing, read, and occafionally give exhortation.
to the congregation. This praftice has been adopted with fuc-
cefs; from fifty to eighty regularly attend, and fome with a
degree of concern thataffords abundant fatisfa&tion to thejr pious
vifitors, Not long fince, it appeared that a part of his congre-
gation, who lived at another village {Kingf{-wood) about three.
miles diftant, were defirous of religious inftru&ion nearer hame,
in hope that their neighbors might be induced to attend, to
whofe falyation the Lord might be pleafed to blefs the word;
accordingly three neighboring minifters agreed to preach there
once a fortnight. Nearly an hundred people ferioufly atterd,
and the profpe of ufefulnefs is at prefent very encouraging.

Another of cur brethren (E Edmonds) ‘having mentioned to
his people, during the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper, about
the middie of laft fummer, fome accounts which he had feen in
the Evangelical Magazine, relative to the fuccefs that had attend-
ed reading the feriptures and praying with fome villagers in
Buckinghamthire, a fpirit of zeal feemed to be poured out on
the church, who immediately began prayer meetings for divine
diretion, and then invited any members who were difpofed, to
propofc “themfelves for pieus vifits to the villages. Seventeen
brethren gavein their names, from whom, under the dire&tion
of a comimittee formed for the purpofe, feveral have been fent to
four villages; in two of which, beiides public worthip, they have
eftablithed Su~npa¥ ScHooLs, wherein feveral poor children
‘have'been taught to read and write. In one of thefe fchools
thirty children are inftruéted, and about eighteen adults re-
gularly attend divine fervice; in the other, forty children are
taught, and nearly ong hundred adults attend on worthip. }Iln

the
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the villages where there are no {chools, the attendants are from
thirty to forty in each place. The bleffing of the Lord hath evi-
dently followed thefe labors of love: in one village a general
reformation hastaken place, although it was before remarkable
for its vice and immorality; and there are{everal perfons who
appear truly converted to God. :

Among the brethren who have vifited thefe villages, two have
difcovered fuitable gifts for the miniftry, (Charles Malony,
znd Wm. Wilks.) and have accordingly been called to that
facred work by their brethren. Thus, whillt thele chriftian
efforts open a field for ufefulnefs to all the difciples of Jesvus,
they {erve to manifeft thofe concealed qualifications which may
hereafter prove eminently ufefal in his church.

The Sunday Schools have been of cofiderable fervice, not
merely inimproving the knowledge and morals of the children,
but olY conciliating alfo the regards of the inhabitants at large,
whofe hoftility feems turned into friendthip. The plan s there-
fore earneltly recommended to our brethren throughout the
churches, who may learn from expsrience that thofe who con-
tinue in well-doing, in due time fhall reap, if they faint not!

EXTRACTS

FROM

AMERICAN LETTERS,

From the Rev. Wm. Staughton, Bordenton, M‘chufn‘t:,
dated 0&. 1, 1798.

The public newf{papers in England have announced to
you the exiftence of the yellow fever in.New-York and
Philadelphia ; ‘its prevalence has been tremendous: the
Iaft reports from ' Philadelphia- were 106 deaths, and as
many new cafes [daily}. In New-York the difeafe isequally
mortal, although at leait forty thoufand inhabitanis have
fled from each city. But we hope you will not indulge
uneafinefs on our account, the complaint is contagious
only in the cities; and I doubt not before this letter can
reach you, it will have entirely fubfided. My family is
in perfeét health, and health prevails in the country’
around us. To-morrow I accompany Dr. Rogers of Phila-
delphia, (who with his family and many others are exiles
in Bordenton,) to the aflociation, -which will be held at a
fmal] village,in New Jerfey, called ghe New Mills.

Tbe
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The fubfequent information we deriv? frem feveral
mediums,

Bordenton is a beautiful town, fituate on the banks of
the Delaware; it ftands on an eminence, and for the
health and longevity of its inhabitants has become pro-
verbial : it cositains about 200 houfes, and 1500 inhabi-
tants, By information derived from the Philadelphia
Gazette, we learn that the feminary under Mr. Staugh-
ton’s care ranks high for its refpectability and fuccefs.
He keeps feveral tutors who teach the Englith and French
languagss, Arithmetic, Algebra, &c. by which means
the chief part of the labour'is taken off his hands. The
feminary on an average confifts of -about fifty young
gentlemen, from ten to fifteen of whom are upwards of
twenty ycars of age: the whole of thefe board in the
boufs; fo that, including fervants, they are feldom lefs
than feventy im family.

There are belonging to his church two congregations,
which are fupplied by the Rev. Mr. Burgifs Allifon * and
bimfelf; one at Jacobs-town, the other at. Bordenton.
Jacobs-town, which is about ten miles diftant, is fupplied
occafenally.  Bordenton, becaufe of the accademy, con-
Santly.

- Some time fince we were informed that the church at
Bordenton enjoyed a revival. The meeting-houfe was
well finithed; many perfons were under ferious convic-
tions ; feveral had been added to the church; and the con-~
gregation was rapidly. increafing.

THE OBITUARY.

Rev. Samurel DuxscomBg, Cheltenham.

R. Samuel Dunfcombe was one of the fons of

N Mr. Manly Dunfcombe, once a deacon of the

baptift church at T'iverton, Devon. : ‘on whofe tombftone,

in St. Peter’s Church yard in that town, is the following
juft infcription :

“ Bencath lye the remains of Manly Dunfcombe,

of Tiverton, Sergemaker; who died 16th December,

» The Rev. Mr. Allifon was Mr. Staughton’s predeceflor in the paftorak
effice of the eburch, and was principal of the fchool at Bordenton.

1784,
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1784, aged 76. His chief aim was to approve himfelf
the true fervant of God and faizhful difciple of Jefus
Chrift. In memory of a chara&z: fo worthy of imi-
tation, this ftouie was raifed, 1786.” *

Mr. Samuel Dunfcombe was the eldeft fon of this pious
deacon, by the fecond wife, originally from Axminfter,
whofe maiden name was Ruth Harvey, He was born in
the year 1738, and brought under ferious impreffions about
the 'year 1760. * In due time he joined the baptift church
in the place'of his refidence, under the paftoral care of
the amiable Mr. Thomas Lewis ; and, having exercifed
his gifts at the church meetings, and ia other fervices, to
the fatisfaltion of his fellow-members, he was, in the
ufual way, called into the work of the miniftry, + and
-fent to the academy at Briftol, then under the care of the
Rev. Meflts. Hugh ard Caleb Evans. Here he remained
feveral years, till, in compliance with thz prefling invi-
tation of the church at Cheltenham, he repeatedly vifited
them as a probationer, and became their paftor in the
year 1768. The principal parts of the ordination fervice
‘were performed by his tutors, and Dr. John Afh, author
of Grammatical Inftitutes, and of the New and Com-
plete Dictionary of the Englith Language. Mr.- Dunf
combe fo filled this fituation, as to acquire the affeltionate
efteem, not only of his congregation, but -of the whole
neighbourhood.  And, perhaps, fet as bright an example
of chriftian beneficence, with a {mall income from his
people, as any of his chriftian brethren throughout the
kingdom: he might truly have been faid to follow the
example of the Macedonians, in miniftring to the necef-
fities of the faints, not only according to his ability, but
beyond it.

As Cheltenham is frequented, in the feafon, on account
of its waters, Mr. Dunfcombe was neceflarily vifited by

- minifters and chriftians of divers denominations: but while
he held friendly intercourfc with all, he remained fincere-
ly attached to thofe fentiments, which his own denomina«
tion (the Particular Baptifts) efteem evangelical.

In his preaching he was lively and affectionate; in
his vifits he united the father and friend with the paftor.

* See Memoirs of Tiverton, by Martia Dunsford, Merchant, quarto
«dition, p. 321.

t Mr, Samuel Dunfcombe and Mr. Rippon, Sen. now pafter ac Upct-
tery, Devon, were both called to the work of the Miniftry by the church at
Tiverton, the fam: day,

When
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When he entered on his charge, the church was inalow
condition ; nor Has it ever been very large ; but for many
years before his death, the auditory had been rather o the
increafe, and the paftor and people were harmonious and
happy. o T
On June 11, 1797, the laft Lord's-day on which he
appeared in public, his addrefs to his people was unufually
pathetic’ and affecting. In the courfe of it, he apologifed
for the great freedom he took in urging an attesition to
the concerns of a future ftate, by the perfuafio:;, with
which his own mind was imprefled, that his labours were
nearly terminated. The very next morning, a paralyiie
Atroke partially deprived him of his fpeech, but not fo at
firft as to render what he faid unintelligible. Thurfday,
the rsth, his brother, Mr. Thomas Dunfcombe, (then
paftor at Bampton, Oxon,) was fent for; he and his
fifter Mary . reached Cheitenham on Friday evening.
Their brother was alive, and fenfible fo as to know them,
- but could not fpeak ; his end was evidently approaching.
Mr. Thomas Dunfcombe, ill himfelf, . preached twice
and adminifteréd the Lord’s-fupper to the church whofe
paftor was dying: he then came back, and waited at his
brother’s bed-fide, and faw him expire a lictle before feven
o’clock, on the Lord’s-day evening, June 18, 1797.
The next Thurfday, his remains were depofited in the
burying ground adjoining to the meeting. Mr. Francis,
of Horfley, {poke over the grave, and preached the fune-
ral fermon from our ‘Lord’s words, He that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yot fball be live.
"The amiable Mrs. Dunfcombe furvives; but has fince
loft her fifter, Mrs. Ann Ransford, who had long been
a member of the church at Cheltenham.

Rev. Benjamin Foster, D. D. New York.

Mrs. Fofter, the fecond wife of Dr. Fofter, died of
a decline the 4th of Auguft, 1798 ; and the Doétor him-
felf (paftor of the firit baptift church in New York) fell
a victim to the ysliow fever, on Lord’s-day morning, the.
26th ef the fame month, We wait with impatience for
a circumftantial account of thefe afflitive difpenfa-
tions.

' From
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From the Rev. Richard Furman, dated Charlefion, Oét. 184
1797, addreffed to the Rev. Dr. Rogers, of Fhiladelphia,
concerning the death of his fifter, Mrs. Abigail Barker.

 (EXTRACT)
REV. & DEAR SIR, ‘

T 'is probable ‘you have been already informed of
I the mournful event which is the fubje& of my
prefeat letter ;—I mean, the d.ath of your pious and
amiable fifter. She +was taken unwell .at church
the fabbath-weck -before fhe dicd : immediately fhe.
received medical aid, after a while was -pronounced
better by the doétor, and appeared to be almoft free of the
fever for feveral days : the however continued very weak.

Mrs. Morrell, who was a-.good deal with her, informed
me that the gave very ferious and affectionate 'counfel to
her fon ; and urged the neceflity of his paying attention -
to the important concerns of religion ; which the en-
forced by the confideration of its affording her the-
trueft comfort in her prefent fituation :—he was very
attentive to his mother, and manifefted much tender affec~
‘tion and concern for her. . o

It bcin% the time when ficknefs was moft prevalent in
the city, I was conftantly empioyed in vifiting the fick
and attending funerals, when I could be fpared from my
other neceffary concerns; fo that I did not call on her:
and, having feen her at church the fabbath before, I fup-
pofed fhe had been well, till the Friday night after the
was taken; when Col. Screven called on me between
eight and nine o’clock, and informed me of her illnefs,
at the fame time faying fhe was then better. 1 vifited her
the next day ; found her weak, but cheerful ; and, in her
own apprehenfion ‘and that of her friends; better, and
likely-to do well. We converfed on the ferious fubjects
of religion, and flic appeared to enjoy much fatisfaction in
them, as well as in the devotional exercifes which took
plate in the intercourfe. Betwesn the morping and
evening fervices of the Sabbath, I alfo vifited her ; and,
to my apprehenfion, ftheappeared worfe: but, as I heard
nothing from her, or any of the attendant friends, of her
being thought fo, 1 did not mention it. She expreifcd
with fatisfaltion her hope in the divine favsur, and her

' perfaafion
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perfuafion of all being directed for the beft in the courfe
of Providence refpefting her; and appeared to be in a
calm, humble, and peaceful frame of mind.

The black vomit came- on that evening, Monday :
ber fenfes were at intervals impaired, yet fhe continued
to {peak a little, and, when roufed, was for a fhort time
collefted, exercifing faith in the Redeemer, and cheer-
fully committing herfelf to his difpofal. Nor did any
thing inconfiftent with fuch a temper, as far as I can
learn, at any time appear in her to the laft, or in any
part of the time fhe lay ill. - :

‘The next day, it was difficult to awaken or fix het
attention ; fcarcely a word could be obtained: In the
courfe of ity her fpeech quite fziled, but the did not appéar
to be entirely deprived of her reafon. In this ftate the
continued ; till her releafe from mortality took place.

. Mrs. Barker was a valuable woman, and a truly exem-
plary chriftian. She was born in Newport, Rhode Ifland,
July 18th 1749. Baptized in Sept. 1770, with her
brother, Mr. (now Dotor) William Rogers, by the Rev.
- Mr, Thurfton. Was married to' Mr. Reynolds Barker,
of Rhode Ifland, Nov. 1768—who departed this life,
Auguft 1775 : from which time fhe continued a widow.
Affeétion to her fony her only child, a merchant in Charles-
ton, induced her, in the winter of 1796, to leave her
native place, the circle of her refpeétable friends and
amiable relations in Rhode Ifland,  and fix her dwelling
in the city, where her affeCtionate fon refides. But a wife
and fovereign providence put an unexpeéted and fpeedy

period to their focial intercourfes, by remcving her to
that ftate. S

Where her beft friends, her kindred dwell,
. Where God her Saviour reigns.

She died on Scpt. 20th 1797. Her remains were attended
to the grave dy a confiderable number of refpectable cha-
racters, and depofited in the cemetery of the Baptift
church, at Chariefton, of which the Rev. Mr. Furman
is paftor, by whom the funeral rites were performed.

Mrs. Axn Ricuazns, Baltimore, Maryland.
(Extraf of 6 L tter, June 2, 1798.)
I am at this timc almoft incapable af wrifing to you,
Baving fuddenly loft a beloved wifc, who was taken away

by
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by an apople@ic ftroke, as fhe was riding out in 4 carri-
age (with my fecend daughter) for the benefit of her
health, on Saturday the 1gth ult.—On Monday morning
following, at forty-five minutes after five o’clock, mv.
deareft Nancy took a long farewell -of myfelf and fix
children. I have loft an amiable woman; an affe&ionate
wife, a tender and fond mother ; every way qualified to
make myfelf and children happy, as to the enjoyments of
this life. But, alas ! the is gone from us.; our eyes
fhall' fee her no more ! May that God, who does &/
things well, fan&ify this providence to myélf and children,
that with other trials it may wark together for our good,
ismy fincereprayer. My confolation is, thatmylate dear
companion was one, who feared God and fincerely loved
Jefus, and his holy image in every depomination of
chriftians. We were married almoft twenty three years.
Eighteen years ago, this- fummer, Mrs. Richards made
a public profeifion of religion in the ftate of Virginia,
and walked worthy of her holy vocation, as long as the
lived ; and I muft conclude from her experience and con~
dudt in life, that fhe is now finging above what was her
theme below.

¢ Hail, fovereign Love! that firft began
s« The fcheme to refcue fallen man,” &c.

Our language is——

« *Tis finifh’d! ’tis done! The fpirit is fled—
« Qur fifter is gone—the chriftian is dead !

¢ The chriftian is living in Jefus's love,

« And gladly veceiving a kingdom above!”

Her funeral was on Tuefday the 22d. ult. The corpfe
tzken into the meeting houfe—a fermon preached from
s Ty me to live is Chrif}, and to.die is gain.” ‘And the
563d and 564th of your felection of hymns were fung.

'As to the ftate of religion in this town, and alfo in
the country around, alas! it is at an exceeding low ¢bb.
The ways of Zion mourn. *Oh, for.a time of refrething:
from the prefence of God ! That we may again {ing, as
in'the days of old; when the candle of the Lord fhene on
eur tabernacles ! . - ' ‘

' RGV:,'
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Rev. Epwarp UPaam, Maflachufetts,

On the sth of O&ober 1797, departed this life, 48
Weit Springfield, - State of Maflachufetts, in New-
England, the Rev. Edward Upbam, A. M. a minifter of
the Baptift denomination in that town. He was born at
Malden, in the year 1710—educated at Harvard College,
the honours of which he received in 1734, - He went to
that town at the requeft of a fmall fociety of Baptifts,
over whom he was ordained in 1740, and to whom he
miniftered for about eight years, when he removed to
Newport, and took charge of a refpeétable - congregatiorr
there. In 1772 he returned, where he foon refumed his
minifterial fun&ions ; in which he continued until about
the laft five years of his life; when a violent diorder
wholly confined him to his bed. From this confinement
he had no releafe until death fet him frée. Though he
fteadily adhered to his own principles, from a perfuafion,
that they were agreeable to Scripture, yet he ever pro-
fefled fincere affeftion, to all good men. He was one of
the earlieft and moft zealous friends. of Rhode-Ifland col-
Yedge—of which he was an original truftee and fellow,
and received its honours at the firft commencement, held
in that inftitution—viz. in 176g. He died at the age of 87.

. ———
Rev. Josern BrzrcrER, Rufhden.

~ Mr. Jofeph Belcher formerly a member of the Rev.
Mr. Edmonds™ church in Birmingham, and. regularly
encouraged by that church for the miniftry, was foon after
invited to preach to a Baptift congregation at Ruthden,
in Northamptonfhire. At this time the intereft was funk
very low, but, by the blefling of God upon his labours,
the handful became a troop : The church profpered, and
the- congregation fwelled beyond the .capacity of the
meeting houft, which by the advice and with the fan&ion
of neighbouring minifters, was confiderably enlarged.

Still Mr. Belcher was fuccefsful, when in the midit of
profpeéts the moft pleafing, and in the prime of his days,
he was removed by death, * leaving a widow and alfo three
children, the eldeft of whom is about five years of age,
and fo much a cripple,. that it can neither i{t, nor ftand,
but lying perpetually on its back, and frequently.fhrieking
through violent agony ‘of body, the fcefie is rendered be-
youd defcription painful.*

* Our informant docg not fay when he died. Rev
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. “The Rev. Tuomas SKINNER;,
late of Newcaftle upon Tyne, Northumberland.

! R. SKINNER was born of a refpetable family
at Weftacott, North Tawton, in the county of
evon, O&. 2, 1752, His parents being much attached to
the national eftablifhed church, of courfe brought him up
in the fame principles. . His education was as liberal, as
a defignation for bufinefs required : he was put an
apprentice to a grocer in the city of Exeter, in 1766..
In the year 1770, it pleafed the God-of all Grace to bring
him under impreflions of a religious nature : his firft
cencern about the falvation of his foul was attended
with much trouble and diftrefs, which thus commenced.
On the Lord’s-day evening, having fpent that holy day
with fome of his companions on a party of pleafure,
when he retired to -his chamber, his confcience was
arrefted, and the moft ferious, alarming, and laftin
impreffions were made upon his mind, by that facred
paifage in James ii. 1o0. For whaoforver fhall keep the
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
With fuch weight did thefe words imprefs- him, that
he was inftantly impelled to proftrate himfelf on the
gound, where he lay for fome time, imagining the
ivine Juftice had overtaken him, and ftood as with a
drawn fword ready to cut him off. After fome time,
he rofe from that fituation, and thought he would feek
information fuited to his awful condition from books ;
and, upon opening the very firft which he procured,
his eye was fixed upon thefe words, The Chrifilefs foul is
awretched foul indeed I This increafed his diftrefs ; which
was fo grleat, that he could neither eat, drink, nor. fleep.
The day of judgment feemed ever prefent to his view.
Thhis vain world appeared to him in a light fo difguftful,
as to fender him, in a great meafure, unfit for ‘purfuing
its employments ; and now the thoughilefs youths, with
whom he was intimate, attacked him on every fide. He -
firt advifed them, 4nd then was enabled to relinquifh
their company :’ the «~difpleafure of his mafter, who
it feems was a ftranger to religious impreffions, alfo fell
upon him ; and, in the height of his indignation, he fent
for the young man’s father to take him home, and keep
from him all religious books and companions. This was
partly dene ; and his relations were fo prejudiced againft
JAN.1799.] K him
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him on account of religion, as to treat him with fome
degree of harfhnefs, and even to threaten to deprive him
of his only remaining companion, the bible, But the
Lord was with him, gave him peace and comfort of foul,
reftored him to cheerfulnefs and ferenity of mind by read-
ing the f{criptures, by prayer and meditation; and he
" prefently returned to his mafter. After this, he became
a conflant atteridant upon the miniftry of the Rev. Mr.,
Thomas Lewis, paftor of the Baptift church in that city,
and was baptized June2, 1771, and united to that fociety,
among whom he walked worthy of the gofpel. How
much his mind improved in religion, during this and the
following year, is evillent from his diary, and from feveral
letters which his friends have preferved. ®
- His apprenticefhip expired in the autumn of 1773, juft
as he attained the age of twenty-one years, with which
events his mind was much impreffed. It was about this
time, that the church encouraged him for the miniftry.
He had attended their weekly meetings for focial prayer
and conference: here he was frequently called upon to
offer prayer, and fpeak from fome portion of the word
-of God : his talents for public inftru@ion were foon dif~
covered, and the church gave him a call to the minifterial
work, propofing to fe:ndg him to our academy at Briftol
for improvement. A fenfe-of his own infufficiency for
the fervice, and that difidence of himfelf which
never left him, in conjunétion with juft ideas of the
importance of the facred function, and the importunities
-of his friends, prevailed with him for fome months to
decline the acceptance of this call. ~ A view of the ftate
of his mind, ‘and of the reafons of his hefitation, is not
lefs edifying than an accaunt of his compliance in the
“{pring following, which is preferved in his letters written
- at this period. One of his relatives intreated him with

® Extra&®s from Mr. Skinner’s disry, and from his letters written on
feveral occafions, particularly thofe on his making a profeffion of religion
—on the termination of his apprenticefhip—on the ftate of his mind relative
to the chriftian miniftry, both before and after his entrance into she academy
at Briftol—on the death of his truly and defervedly loved paftor, the Rev.
Mr. Thomas Dewis, of Exeter—and on Rappy frames of mind, and feafons
of deje@ion——thefe could not fail of being pleafing and profitable to his
dear friends, and we had it long in contemplation to furnifh -our readers with
fome of thefe which are in our poffeflion——But, fuch is our biographical
debt, §not to mention other arrcars) that we fhall expofe ourfelves to an
arreft from every quartér, if, at prefent, we make any thing more thana
wmoderate compofition in favour of ¢ach individua), while the religious public
Joeefo val a balance againf uee i DITOR.,
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‘tears to give up all thoughts of the miniftry, to return
home and ftay with him fome time, and then go to the me~
tropolis to acquire a knowlege of the beft method of
doing bufinefs, With this advice he fell in, fo far
as to wait for a fecular fituation, till the month of
March, 1774 ; when he went to London in order to.
feek one, which he obtained, and which it is faid was
likely to be very advantageousin his line: he got fo faras
the door of the houfe, but here his confcience {mote him 3.
and its rebukes were fo fevere, that he durft proceed no
farther : he now thought that he had done entirely wrong
in refufing the call of the church ; the cafe of Jonah ap-
péared very applicable to himfelf, and he was afrard of
Jome evil overtaking him for his difobedience. 'He re-
mained in this condition for a few days, but could obtain
no reft to his mind. Every minifter whom he heard
preach, in his apprehenfion, condemned him for having
declined the work of the Lord. Inthis diftrefs,. he fpent
one whole night in prayer to God for direGion and relief.
In the morning he walked out, not knowing what to do,
nor whither to go. Recolle&ing that Dr. Stennett had
invited him to call upon him as often as he had oppor-
tunity, he immediately went-to his houfe in Hatton-
ftreet, Holborn, where he was agreeably furprifed and
favoured with an interview with the late Dr. Evans, one
of the preceptors of the Briftol Academy. After hearing
his whole cafe, they both united in blaming Mr. Skinner
for refufing to obey the call of the church at Exeter,
.and advifed him to go down immediately, and comply
withit. This advice he followed : hehad no fooner got
into the eoach than he found his mind relieved and
greatly comforted. After his interview with the church
at Exeter, he was fent to Briftol in the month of April,
I7f§4, where he conducted himfelf with propriety, nor
fuffered any of his purfuits to retard his progrefs in,
religion. {t appears that he fpent a few weeks at War-
wick in the clofe of the -year 1776, and perhaps in the
beginning of 1777 : he was invited to the Baptift church
at Clipftone, Northamptonthire, during this year; and,
being approved, he accepted their call, and was ordained
and became the firft paftor of this church, July 28, 1779.
Mr. Beddome and ]gr. Evans preached on the occafion.
‘Here he was not without pleafing fuccefs, upwards of
fixty perfons being added to the church during his refi-
dence among . them. His feparation "from this people
~ K3 excited
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excited a very general concern. In the year 1783, I
removed to another of our churches, viz. Towcefter in
the fame county : here, after two years refidence or more
as a minifter, he accepted their call, and was invefted
with the paftoral office, April27, 1786. His labours in
this fituation alfo, were both acceptable and ufeful to
many ; above thirty perfons were added to the church
during his refidence among them. But roots of bitter-
nefs, in a few years, began to fpring up, which made him
" think of removing. Accordingly, at the invitation of
the church of Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, he paid thema vifit
in 1792 5 and, at their unanimous requeft, he returned
to them in the fpring of 1793. His heart was in his
-~ work, and he laboured for the falvation of fouls and his -
mafter’s glory : -his whole deportment and converfation
being chriftian in its moft amiable features, fo far. as this
imperfeét ftate of mortality admits, accredited his do-
trine: his labours, though not fo extenfively ufeful as he
defired, were neverthelefs far frombeing in vain. During
the fhort time he was there, which was . fomewhat lefs
than two years, feveral were added to their number,
though in the laft year of the two, feveral were feparased
from the.church: but, how lamentable foever this may
be, it by no means detraéts from Mr. Skinner’s minifterial
ufefulnefs :—It was occafioned by the working of ax
old ledven, fecretly operating before he went, but more
fomented fince. As he had the faithfulnefs to let the
church fully krow his real fentiments before he went,
in the moft undifguifed manner, and the prudence fo in-
quire what were theirs upon the great and moft diftin-
guifhing do&rines of the blefled gofpel; fo he had the
firmnefs to expofe error when it appeared, and to oppofe
it 'with the holy weapons of fcripture authority, fair ar-
gument, and chriftian difcipline : he had.renounced that
fow -cunning of indifference for the gofpel, which is
palmed upon profeflors under the fpecious names - of
candour and forbearance: he had penetration to detect.
and the firmnefs to withftand what he conceived to be
crror ; nor was he unfkilful in ufing thofe means which
the great Head of the Church has given her, for the pre-
fervation of her purity indo&rine, worfhip, and difci-
pline. For, whatever be our views of thepeculiar doc-
trines of the gofpel, if we do indeed believe its divine
eriginal, we muft allow that it hath its eflentials in faith
and practice, for which we are commanded to contend
earncitly
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earneftly, and, after the example of the great apoftle
Paul, to give no place to error, no, not for a mo-
‘ment, that the truth of the gofpel may continue wich us.
. From hence it will bs natural to cciled that the good
man had his troubles at Newecaftle, as well as elfewhere;
and if it be conceded that fome of them were imaginary,
it will be granted that cthers were real. But his- laft
diftreffes were at hand. His affe&tionate wife (who with
their only daughter furvive him) was taken iil of a fever,
in which he moft tenderly waited on her, greatly affeét-
ed with the apprehenfion of lofing her; fhe however was
reftored ; but about a fortnight aiter he was taken ill,
-and by the fymptoms it appeared to be the fame fever.
The fame means being ufed as in the cafe of the wife,
he recovered fo far as to preach a -fermon on behalf of
the miffion : he fpent the evening of the Lords day cheer-
fully with his friends; on the Tuefday eveuing foliow-
ing he met them again in the veftry. A window was
opened to let out the fmoke, it was a fevere night for
cold.-—The next morning he had a fecond attack of his
fever, and, though favoured with thc belt medical
affiftance, the diforder increafed, -and terminated
in his diffolution, -according to his expe@atjon almoit
from the beginning of it. As fome additional circum-
ftances of this ¢lofing fcene are given in a letter from a
moft benevolent deacon of the church over which he was.
paftor, to the Rev. Charles Whitfield, of Ham-
fterly (to whom we zre much indebted for the firft
part of this memoir), we fhall here introduce them,
without any apology :— -
) Neweaftle, Feb. 12, 1795.
DEAR .SIR, .
Sabbath before laft, our dear mutual friend, Mr. Skinner,
preached amoft lively, animated, difcourfe on the latter day
glory from Pfalm lxxxvii. verfe 3.. Glorious things are
Jpeken of the, O city of God, Selah! It was occafioned by
.a colleftion made for the affiftance of the Baptift Miffion
in India. I do not remember ever to \ave noticed him
more warm or, more happy in the delivery of any fermon
or addrefs before; and the coile&ion, confidering the
‘pumber of people, and the uncomfortablenefs of the wea-
ther, was much larger than he expeéted, which greatly
added to the fatisfaétion and thankfulnefs he felt on the

occafion.
On the Tuefday evening fucceeding the above, Mr.
Skinner gave us a very judicious and prefling exhortation
: . : at.
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at one of our fellowfhip meetings, from Ecclefiaftes
1%, 10. Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, .do it with thy
might 5 for there is no work, “nor device, nor nowledge, nor
wifdom, -in the grave, whither theu geeff.  On going home
fome of us were talking by the way of what we had
heard, but oh! my dear Sir, little-—little did we then
think, that this would be the laft expreflion of his kind-
nefs in the Leute of God toward us. Yet, fo it is !-—this
was his laft labour of love, and, with a trembling hand,
I write you the affefting intimation that the lips of our
valuable fiiend are fealed in filerice.

On Wednefday morning he was feized with a cold
fhivering complaint; which was fuccéeded with a fever,
and which laft night terminated in death, ' '

During his vifitation, he fuffered much excruciating
pain of body, but his mind was tranquil, ferene, and
compofed : yes, he knew in whom he believed, and he
vj:-oxaﬁantly found Jefus both prefent and precious to his

oul.

The divine promifes were divine realitics to him,
being, all Yea and Amen in Chrift Jefus to the glory of
God.- He told me ke never experienced fuch fevere pain,
nor fuch ftrong confolations before.

This, my dear Sir,,is 2 moft fenfible 2fliGtion to me
on many ‘accounts; and I now find, and I doubt not
-many others will do the fame, that I did not improve the
advantages I enjoyed under his miniftry and friendfhip as
I ought to have done,. nor value them according to their
worth ; my lofs is therefore irreparable : but how much
greater the lofs to his dear partner in life,and their little
daughter ! Yet it affords me inexpreflible confoiation to
find they enjoy fuch evident and ftrong fupport as they do.

His funeral is intended to be on' Saturday, and Mr.
Rowland is expeted to fpeak at the grave fide: and
it would. be very acceptable to the congregation if you
would come over the week after next, and preach a
funeral difcourfe on next Lord’s-day fortnight: as few of
the people heard his laft exhortation before referred to
from Ecclefiaftes ix. and 10..perhaps if you find your
mind led to preach from thofe words, it might have much
influence upon the attention of the people ; but this is
intended only as an hint, and you will confider yourfelf
s quite at liberty on the occafion.

I remain dear Sir, your’s affectionately,
" R. FisawiIck.

During
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"Through Mr. Skinner’s whole illnefs, the ‘word and pro-
mifes of God-were -exceedingly precious and {upporting,
particularly Rom. viii. 30, -Mdoreover, whom be did predefts~:
nate, them he alfo called : and whon he called, them he alfe
Auftified ;- and whom he juftified them he alfo glorified. Heb.
xiil. 5. Let your convegfation be without covetoufnefs; and
be content with fuch things as ye have: for be bath faid,
I will never leave thee nor for[ake thee. and Pfalm lvii.
1. 2. Be merciful unto me, O Gody be merciful unto me,
Jor my foul trtg/l{;b in thee: yea, in the fhadow of thy wings
will I make my r;fuge, until thefe calamities be o‘p:rfq/?.
1 will cry unto God moft high ; unto Ged that performeth all
things for me. 1In general, while he had the exercife of his
reafon, he was lively in his. mind, joyful in his hope;
very much engaged in prayer, fervent in petitioning for
complete fanétification, and appeared to be wholly re-
figned to the ‘will of God. It was evident to all about
him, that his heart was with his God, and that God was
gracioufly with his fervant. The laft words which he
uttered, .a very little before he expired, though in a.fee-
ble tone, and indiftinétly heard, were very expreffive of
his high efteem for the Lord Jefus, and of his preciouf-
nefs to his foul. Thus happy, he breathed his laft on
the 11th day of February, 1795, in the evening, in the
43d year ofy his age. 'The remains of Mr. Skinner were
mterred on the evening of the following Lord’s day, in
the Diflenter’s common burying-ground, near Newcattle,
called Ballafi-Hills, near the grave of Mr. Counley and
Mr. Curaton’; the former a valuable man, and a good
preacher, among the methodifts ; the latter, a diflenting
minifter. Of the former, he had heard many pleafing
particulars, but never knew him. - The latter, he pei-
fonally knew, and preached his fuperal fermon in the
autumn of 1793. He had faid to Mrs. Skinner and fome
friends, thar, if it were the will of God that he fhouid die
at Newcaftle, he withed to be laid by their fide. =

The funcral oration was made by Mr. Rowland, and
the funeral fermon was to have been preached Feb, 22,
by Mr. C. Whitfield, but owing to the heavy afliGtion
in his family #n the lofs of one of the beft of wives on the

. 20th, and the death of his aged mother twelve days after,
it was neceflarily poftponed till March the 2gth, when

he. preached two fermons upon the occafion, from

Ecc. ix. 10. a paffage recommended by the friends at

“Newcaftle, it being that (as mentioned above) upon
X 4 : wiuch
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whicht heir good paftor had grounded his exhortation
Feb. 3, the laft time of his appearance amongft them.

In his perfon Mr. Skinner was tall, of a gait fomewhat
ftately, with a countenance of mingled gravity, dignity,
and goodnefs; his behaviour conciliating efteem,. and
fecuring refpet: he was a truly pious man and an orna-
ment to- his profeffion, Many of the chriftian virtues
were beautifully exemplified in his general condu&. For-
titude, however, was certainly nct amongft the number.
A hypochondriacal conftitution, rendered him extremnely
timid, and fubjeted him to the afliGtion of many imagi-
nary evils.. This natural infirmity, by creating a fhynefs
in his temper, prevented Lim and many of his brethren
in the miniftry, the mutual enjoyment of focial inter-
courfe. Retirement was to him a facred privilege, and
its duties his chief employ.

As aminifter, he was laborious, affeGtionate, and faith-
ful; and, though not diftinguithed for fhining taients, he
pofleffed atilitics that were refpectable : his theological
fentiments were truly ‘' Calviniftic, not much differing
from the renowned Prefident Edwards, -of America: his
compofitions wer: rather fyftematical, but plain, ofa
pradtical tendency, and evidently the refult of much pre-
-vious thought and diligent fearch. In the pulpit he
_was animated, his manner pleafing, his difcourfes on
irmportant fubje&ts, and all his fervices favoured of
genuine piety. In paftoral vifits, his converfation
was edifying, and his fpirit devotional. An heart full
of the tendereft fenfibility had eminently fitted him
for a profitable intercourfe with the affli¢ted, and he as
eminently excelled in adminiftering the healing balm,
Many will remember, with affection and gratitude, that
meltng pity and meeknefs of wifdom which accompa-
nied all his endeavors to comfort the feeble-minded and
bind up the broken-hearted,

¢ In every duty prampt at every call,

¢ He watch’d and wept, he felt and pray’d for all.
« And, as a bird each fond endearment tries -

« To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the fkies,
# He try’d each art, reproved each dull delay,
 Allurd to brighter worlds, and led the way.”

We
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We conceive it will not be difpleafing to the friends
of the Regifer, if we here fubjoin a te%:imony of fhe
grateful refpetk borne by the church at Newcattle to the
memory of their deceafed minifter, in the following

Infeription on Mr. Skinner’s Tomb Stone:

Dere
LIE THE REMAINS

OF THOMAS SKINNER,
LATE, MINISTER OF, THE GOSPEL
OF THE BAPTIST PERSUASION, NEWCASTLE,

*YHO DIED THE 11k DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1795
. AGED XLII YEARS.

THE HIGH ESTEEM
WHICH HIS CONGREGATION BORE TO HIM

CAUSED THIS STONE TO BE ERECTED TO HI%

- VENERATED MEMORY.

His foul has left its tenement of clay,
And foar’d to realms of infinite delight:
‘Angels convoy’d Him all th’ ethereal way,’
T’enjoy the wondrous beatific fight.
Now, rob'd in pureft white; he joyful ftands
Amidft th’adoring blood-bought throng above ;
With tuneful voice, and high-uplifted hands,
He fings the new, the heav’n-taught fong of love.
<« To him, who lov’d and wafh’d us in his blood,
-« Be honour, glory, pow’r, dominion giv’n!
¢ To Him, who made us kings and priefts to God,
#¢ Loud hallelujahs through th’expanfe of he,av’n-!"‘
Mrs.
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Mrs. Axy WrITFIELYD, late wife of the Rew. Charles Whit-
field, Paftor of the Baptift Church at Hamfterly, Darbam.

Mrs. WHITFIELD was defcended from a reputable
family in that neighbourhood, being the daughter- of
Mr. Blenkinfop, of Bukfide. She was born Jfuly 20,
1739, and died Feb. 20, 1797. Her parents being
members of the eftablithed chu:ch, fhe was brought up
in that way of worihip, tut with liberal fentiments to-
wards difenters ; her father and mother ofien receiving
vifits from the minifters of "that perfuafion in the piace,
and hearing them occafionaliy. Her amiable conduct
and religious deportment, whizt Mifs Blenkinfop, caufed
the clergyman of the place to confider her as the beft of
churchwomen in" his parifh, and, with a relation, .to
oppofe her marriage with her firft hufband, Mr. Garthorn,
to lament with others her nonconformity fubfequent to
that event. . But oppofition was vain. She had fully
confidered the matter, and was perfuaded in her own
mind of the propriety of it ; and her father, notwithftand-
ing Mr. Garthorn was a diffenter, gave his full confent
to the union which took place in Gclober, 1772.

Her conftant attendance upon an evangelical miniftry
was attended with fuitable improvement. Mr. Gar-
thorn’s ftate of health was alfo a fanétified afliétion to
them both. She was a joyful fpeftator when. he was
baptized and added to the cﬂurch. But, though fhe was -
brought to truft “in Chrift for pardon and falvation,
her modefty, diffidence, and a fenfe of unworthinefs
kept her back for fome years from .the privileges of
‘church-fellowfhip. She was conftant in attending-the
means of grace; and, during the whole time that fhe
was a member, it was obferved that fhe was never
abfent from the Lord’s table but once, and that was the
firft Lord’s day in the month in which fhe died.

" In the clofe of the year 1781, fhe met with one of her
greateft trials in the death of her firft hufband, then near
400 miles from her own houfe.* She bore it with much
fubmifiion and chriftian patience. Her arrival at home,
and firft interview with her children, though rendered

* Mr. William Garthorn died of a pulmoniry confumption, at Briftol,
Nov. 1781, and was busied at the Baptift burying ground in that city..

as
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as eafy and comfortable, by the ftudied arrangement of
ber friends, as poflible, was truly affecting. But the
Lord was with her, and fupported her, and in a few
weeks fhe was able to fhed tears, by which fhe found
great relief. The gentle hand of time under the infiu-
ence of religion foothed her forrows and healed her
wounds, Her health and fpiris returned;, =and on
July 10, 1786, fie was married to her fecond huftand,
-the intimats friend and confident of the firit. ‘Her friends
thought the enjoyed happinels in both conuexions. It
was her felicity to- know it, and feel gratitude to God
for.it.” In-the fumimer of 1794, her health was on the
decline, and fhe appeared very dropfical, As the com-
plaint increafed, {he grew lethargic, yet itill did alitte in
the family, and read every day. The néws of the Rev.
Mr. Skiuner’s death, of Newcaitle, fenfibly afielted her
and fhe locked upon it as a preiude to her own. Indeed,
for fome months before, fhe had occafionally hinted to
her hufband that her time wculd not be long. It was
however fudden to all but herfelf; fhe kept her room
only oneday. At fix o’clock on Thurfday evening, fhe
fent for her hufband to pray with her, as fhe could not
attend family worfhip; She was eafy, refigned, and
happy, in leaving her children under his guardianthip.
Her confidence was'ftedfaft, and her mind free from
fear about her eternal ftate. She walked to bed fupport-
ed by the arm of her hufband. Her breathing became
laboured and difficult, At five o’clock next morning,
fhe 'breathed her laft. Her countenance, though pale;
exhibited death in its moft lovely or leaft awful appear-
ance, being expreflive of, a peaceful ferenity and a’

- gentle fmile. She was buried Feb. 23, her funeral
fermon was preached by the Rev. John Rowiand,
from 2 Cor, vi.2. Her condut through life was amiable,
and conciliated general eficem. As a daughter, wife,
and mother, the had few equals. In her, the poor loft a

enerous benefactor, and religion 2 fincere and fteady
%riend. With her firft hufband the lived nine years and
a few weeks: With her laiter hafband a few ‘months
lefs. By Mr. Garthorn ihe had four children, three of
them furvived her. The gereral grief exprefied by a
numerous acquaintance, amougitall ranks and profeflionsy
is no mean eulogium on her charater. Few of her fex
have been more generally efteemed, or more generally
lamented, : -

4 LETTER
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A4 LETTER

FROM
THE BROTHERTOWN INDIANS,
TO

THE NEW YORK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

And to others whe wifh the fprm;l of the Gefpel among
the Indians.

TE, the inhabitants of Brothertown, from motives of love

to ourfelves and our brethren, have made feveral trials

of getting a minifter -to preach amongft us; but the prefent

poverty -that attends us in general has made us unable to carry

the defign into effe®. We are happy and exceeding glad to

hear that by your encouraging Elder, E. Holmes, (as we fee in

minutes of your Affociation), in his undertaking.a journey long
and tedious, he intends to pay us a vifit, '

We would humbly requeft of your Affociation to encourage
any man whom you can recommend, to come and preach to
us ;—one who wifhes and prays for the profperity of Zion ; one
that loves and pities poor defpifed Indians; that would in-
firu®t, teach, .and admonith us, in civil as well as fpiritual
things. o \

“We hope there are fome among us who love the Lord Jefus
and his religion ; who are defiring, withing, and praying, that
the inhabitants of this town may become people reformed ; that
we may not only become chriftians, but alfo cultivators of the
carth; that we may cultivate peace and tranquillity with each
other; that the rifing generation may become wife and prudent,
and remember their Creator in the days of their youth. The
wife man faid <« Happy is the man that findeth wifdom, and the
man that getteth underftanding :—for the merchandize of it'is
better than the merchandize of filver, and the gain thereof,
than fine gold.” O when fhall the poor diftreffed and difpifed
Indians become a people for God; and their cruelty, their
barbarity, and wildnefs be chafed from them; and they becomé
‘tame as lambs!—When the gofpel of Jefus Chrift fhall be
received by them univerfally. Q.firs, pray for us' in this town,
and the towns of neighbouring brethren; that we may be
like fountains from whence the ftreams of knowledge flow, and
go to zll the nations of this Continent. If there is no profpect of
our having a [fettled] preacher, you will pleafe to encourage
Elder Holmes to . come up again to preach to us:* He knows our
fituation ;—we are poor in fubftance and in knowledge; we are
defirous of being infiruéted in the fundamentals of religion ; we
believe he is a child of God, and has the welfare of the Inlans
at heart, both foul and body; we refer the reft of what we
cannot writé to Elder Holmes, to acquaint you with; we all
give refpedts to you all, and all other churches of our faith.

We



INDIAN CORRESPONDENCE. 142

We hope that God, who is the giver of every goed and
perfe&t gift, will grant you that peace and joy in the Holy
Ghoft, and abide with you, and blefs all your endeavours for
promoting the religion of Chrift amongft the fons of men; that
Zion amongft you imay profper, and look forth as the morning,
fair as the moon, clear as the fun, and terrible as an army with
banners !

This, from your:affeftionate and unworthy friends,

(" Andreaw Coviom, Obadiah Scipia,
Fames Niles,  Benj. G. Fonvler,
TJeremiab Tubie, Jojeph ieby,
PEACE MAKERS 4 Thos. Wint, David Adams,
e * N\ Tkos. Ifaacs, Benj. Toucee,
Jobn Adains, Fobn Tubie,
Sam. Scipio, Jobn Skeefuck,
\ Olicver Peters, Ifaac Wa.by.
Brothertown, Ausguft, 1796.

Zbe Elders and Meffengers of the feveral Baptift Churches compofing
the New-York Affociation, met in the City of Neaw Yurk, the
24tk and 25th days of May, 1797, to the Chiefs, the Peace
Makers of tie Brothertowsz indians ; Greeting.

WISE MEN AND PEACEABLE BROTHERS,

BY our beloved brother, Elder Holmes, we received your
affeftionate lettér, and rejoice to underftand that you gave him
akind and chrittian-like reception, and that his minittrations
were acceptable to you.

It was matter of: joy “to us, to hear your people were {o far
civilifed, that they are depofed to induftry ard improvement in
agriculture ; but, above all, that fo many of them are acquaint-
ed with experimentzdl religion. We blels God, for his diftin-
guithing grace and mercy to our Indian brethren of your town ;
we alfo rejoice to underftand you have fo good a knowledge of
the truth, and are difpofed to be the true followers of the Lord
Jefus in the ordinances of his Gofpel. We pray you to make
the fcriptures your only {ure guide, in doirines to be believed,
and in what youn are to praétife in matters of divine worthip and
obedience to Chrift, who is the only King and lawgiver in his
church; and that you will believe him, when he fays, <« If aily
man love me, Ire will keep my fayings; and my Father will
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him.”

We were glad our brother Holmes was moved to pay you a
vifit, and that we recommended him to you; if he has been in
any meafure a help to you in the Lord, we defire to give glory
to his name. Wedo not know of any one of our miniftering
brethren who feels difpofed to fettle amongft ‘you at the prefent ;

buty
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but, if the Lord fhould Taife up fuch ?n one, providence will
point out his way-to you, and we fhould be glaé) to encourage
him in fuch an undertaking. - We feef for your fituation, and
for the.difcouragements you have fuffered in times paf. Our
brother Holmes defires to retirn to' you, to make you anéther
vifit: we hope your hearts will be open to receive him, and
pray he may be ufeful in the hand of the Lord amongft you ; to
mftru®, guide, and counfel you for the beft, in things of a
civil nature, but efpecially in things {piritual; and be  inftru-
mental in building you up in the ways of the Lord. -We alfo
‘wifh you would endeavour to be ufeful to him, by giving him
fuch affiftance by your advice and counfel for his further ufeful-
nefs, as in your wifdom and prudence you fhall fee beit.

We thank you for your good wifhes for us, as an Affociation =
we hope the Lord has fmiled upon us; our churches are ina
ftate of general peace and tranquility, but not many additions te
them the laft year, 'When the time of refrefking irom on high
fhall come, and the fet time to favour Zion fhzll be near, then
fhiall truth prevail, reach the hearts of finners, comfort the
faints, Zion will revive and fhine forth. For thefe bleffings we
pray ; and we have confidence you join in thefe devout wifhes,
for the profperity of the kingdom of Chritt.

Hoping to hear from you 'on brother Holmes’s return, and
that he will bring good news concerning you, we recommend
him and you to the grace of God ; with you a happy .meeting ;
hope you will walk in peace, .promote brotherly love amongft
yourfelves and others, as you may have opportunity :—and the

" God of peace be with you! *

For your further information concerning us, we fend you a
few copies of our minutes and circular letter, and refer you to
our beloved brother, Elder Holimnes; and fubferibe ourfelves your
affeCtionate brethren.

Signed, by order, and in behalf

of the Affociation, by
- Ruine Ruxyan, Moderator.
Wwu. VansORNE, Clerk,

B e e

T the Elders and Meffengers of the feveral Bapt;zed "
Chirches of the Affociation at New York :

‘We, the Peace-makers and Brethren of Brothertown ¢

Meffengers and Brothers =
BY one of the Lord’s Meflengers, our beloved brother
Ider Elkanah Holmes, we received your Letter, for. which
we feel in our hearts to return our brotherly-like thanks unta
you, for your kind advice and words of encouragement which
-we found enclofed thereda, We fecl thankful, and rejoici to
car
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hear that yonr churches do erjoy fuch peace and harmony
as you have infurmed us of. ‘ -

Brethren,—itis a heavy time amongft us; there do not feem
to be any moviags amenglt us.—~There is a fmall number of the
Lord's followers hete that are driving to watk Zion-ward, but
we feel to take this encouragement, where itis faid, « They
that wait upon the Lord fhall renew their frength.” ‘

We your poor Indian Brethren defire your petition to the
upper afembly, that we migkt have viftation from on High,
and that we yet might fee and hear the- flately fleppings of our
Lord and Mafter, and our d=fires 2re to the Lord that we might

“hear the people in thjsland, 2nd the pecple in this placc where
we now live, crying out “ Men and Brethren, what fhall we do?”
The Apoftle fays, < For the promife is uato you, and to-your
children, and to all that are afar off, .even as many as the Lord
our God fhall call.” We feel glad and are thankful feeing
the Lord has put it in the heart of our Brother Holmes to come -
and vifit us poor Indians; although we are poor, yet he hasnot
complained, he has been very contented amongft us in our fmoky
cottages, the Elder is much fet by in this wellern country : our
peopie, both old as well as” young, the unconverted as well as
chriftians, lament his going to leave us—And we are forry
that our prefent circumftances are fuch, that we can’t give him
a better {upport, than what we do. <« For the labourer is
worthy &f his hire.” Again, the {cripture tells\gs, « Muzzle
not the ox that treadeth~ out the corn..~Do good to all men,
more efpecially the houfhold of faith.” '

We are willing, and feel our hearts open to put in our thites,
to help to fupport the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and alfo
willing to receive all thofe meflengers of the Lord Our God,
and who ard recommended to us from any of the baptized
churches, belonging’to your affociation. ) :

Meffengers and brothers, we are very weak, we are deftitute
of one thing, and that is, Gofpel minifters; for we want in-
fro@tion in ipiritual and divine things. : .

We were exceeding forry, when we heard that you could not

«gét a man, who would be willingoto come and live amongft us,

and - whofe heart is devoted to God, and who Has the feeling
fenfe of the worth of the immortal fouls of mankihd, and one
that has the experimental knowledge of the religion of Jefus
Chrift. For the lip of truth faith, « Iam the way, the truth,
and the life,” 4 :

We thank you for your kindnefs to us-ward, in taking fo
much notice of us, and fuch gains in fending to us a number of
the copies of your minutes and circular letter.

After this letter'leaves us, we fhall be very anxious of hearing
Trom you the firft opportunity, and this letter will be handed to
you by Elder Holmes; and the God of peace be with you ;\1'1.

[ 2
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‘We now-conclnde by febferibing ourfelves, your weak bt
affe@ionate brethren:
Bawid Fouwlery
Jokn Scieefucks
PEACE MAKERS, Samuel Scipio,
Fobn Tubie,
Ljaac Wauby.

Davip Fowvrer, jun.iCIerk.
Brothertown, Dec. 4, 1797,

E_——— ——————— — e —
LETTER ON PROPHECY,
WITH
A PARTICULAR REFERENCE
TO

THE FALL OF ROME INTO THE HANDS OF
THE FRENCH:
{Fe. e,
FROM THE REV., DR, *¥*## or AmzRICa.
Dated—March 3v, 1798,

WE are not able fo accurately to fix the meaning
y of thofe prophecies, that are now about to be
accomplifhed, as we fhail eafily do a few years hence.
However, I cannot help thinking, that Rome will foon
fall into the hands of the French, and that the Pope will
be deprived of all his temporal dominions ; that is, that
ke will foon ceafe to be a beaft, by which I underftand
a temporal prince ; for he will then be only a falfe
prophet, having no civil ‘jurifdi¢tion: fee Rev. x. 13.
chap. xix. 19. 20.-chap. xx. 10. According to Mr. Mede,
modern Rome is but the tenth part of ancient Rome, as
it was when John wrote the Revelatiori: fo that, by
the ‘falling of the tenth part of the city, may be meant
the deftruétion of modern Rome ; which I apprehend is
nigh at hand, and, perbaps, will be accomplifbed before this
Letter can reach Great Britain. 'The Pope, being deprived
of his temporalitics, will be nothing but a falfe prophet,
and then the feventh trumpet will found ; for 1 cannot
think that the feventh trumpet has yet begun to found,
becaufe T take it for granted that the feven vials are
included in the feventh trumpet; and, previous to the
pouring out of the feven vials the Apoftle faw numbers
flanding
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ftanding on 4 fea of glafs, mingled with fire, who had
gotten. the vi€tory over the beaft, and over 'his images
and over his mark, and éver the number of his name.
Now - his pame is faid to be blafphemy, Rev. xiii. 1.
confequently the number of his name muft be the number
of his blafphemies, or antichriftian corruptions; there-
fore thofe on the fea of glafs muft have embraced pure
apoftolic chriftianity. But where fhall we find a church
ofthis defcription in the prefent day ? all the denominatioris:
that I am acquainted with appear to me to fall vaftly fhort.
of pure apoftolic chriftianity; thatis, they have not gotten
the viGtory over the number of the beaft’s name, and there-
fore they cannot be admitted to ftand upon the fea of glafsy
with the harps of God in their hands. o
Another reafon that-convinces me, that the feventh
trumpet has not yet founded is, that, upon the founding:
of the feventh trumpet, the temple of God was openedin
Heaven, and there was feen the ark of his teftament.
Upon this a diftinguithed -Englith writer, on prophecy,
juftly obferves, ¢ Theark of the teftament being feen 1n
the temple appears to be a fymbol, not of liberty only, or
mere permiffion to enter God’s temple, but of a farther
advance ofthe Kingdom of God among men, and befpeaks
fome eminent difcoveries of divine truth and fuperior
manifeftations of heavenly favour. It is‘the perfe&tien of
religious priviledge ; for the high prieft only was to fee
the ark within the veil.” - This is a very juft obfervation;
but who are thofe who have had'any eminent difcoveries
of divine truth, and fuperior manifeftations of heavenly
favour? who have arrived at the perfeion. of religious
priviledge ? who, like the high prieft, can fee the ark
within the veil? I know of none, in the prefent day, to
whom ‘I think this charaéter belongs. ‘Doubtlefs the
temple is the fymbol of God’s Church, or of its refidence ;-
the outer court of which is given to the gentiles for
twelve hundred and. fixty years; i 2. the outwara and
vifible forms of chriftianity will be more or lefs mingled
with antichriftian corruptions. and noone denomination
of chriftians will be free from very. confiderablie errors
during this'period. The true worfhippers‘.of God will
“be in the inner court; they will be fincere l6vers of truth;
and will lament and mourn for the corruptions of the
times in which they live, but will not be diftinguifhed:
by any outward forms or modes of worfhip.
JAN. 1799.] L But
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But at the expiration of the twelve hundred and fixty
years, they will appear openly to the world, and be diftin-
guithed from all corrupt proféffors of the gofpel.” And
tholfe, who are not lovers of the truth as it is in Jefus,
will not be able. to furmount their profeflions and anti-
chriftian corruptions ; and therefore are faid not to be able
. toenter into the temple till the feven plagues of the feven
.angels are fulfilled. The temple, i. e. the church will be

fo filled, with manifeftations from the divine glory, that
thofe who do not love the fimple truth of the gofpel can-
Xot enter into the temple, 7. e, cannot be willing to join
themfelves to the true church of Jefus Chrift.” Thefe
reafons induce me to fuppofe that'the feventh trumpet has,
not. yet founded ; but, when the Pope is driven from his
temporalities, and becomes only a mere falfe Prophet,
I fhall expeé&t to fee a religious reformation immediately
taking place and that the feventh trumpet will begin
to found. '

REMARKS
oN.
THE PRECEDING LETTER
By-one of Dr.es-s Correfpondents in England.

Dr. .......’s conjeQures refpe&ting the fpeedy fall of the
civil papacy has been remarkably accomplithed—was fo
indeed a few days before he wrote, though he could not
poflibly know it. Many with Dr. ..... plainly forefee
what the prefent commotions of Europe are defigned to
produce, and will produce, viz, the ruin of the pope and
turk, and all the antichriftian governments that fupport
them ; and this preparatory to the gathering the jews and
the converfion of the nations ;: many, from the univerfal
afpe@ of things and a general knowledge of prophecy,
conclude on what is coming, though they have no clear
and correét ideas of the particularsheld forth by infpiration.
Dr. .... has turned his attention to thefe fu!zjeés more than
moft, but like the reft of us he is not right in every thin;/;. A
I am perfwaded he has wrong ideas of the tenth part of the
sity (Rev, xi.) it evidently does not fignify the ;{ity of

ome,
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Rome, but one of the tenfold divifions of the great
Babylonith cig s—the #aavua, the principal ftreet aor
kingdom of Europe. , v
: 'Fhe Do&or” has alfo taken up a wrong idea refpedt-
ing the fulfe prophet. ‘The falfe prophet is clearly
the fame: with the two horned beaft Rev. xiii. as Dr,
Doddridge and all our beft commentators agree ; and, as
Lowman obferves, this appears evidently to be fome per-
fecuting power, quite diftin& from and yet in fupport of
the papal beaft—In my opinion it perfeltly agrees with
* France, and nothing elfe. The original word, tranflated
a prophet, fignifies one that fpeaks. for another ; (Exod..
vii. 1. ) and no government has been, the champion of -
the papacy, fo much as that of France. Dr. ....
underftanding by the fall of the tenth part of the city, the
fall of modern ﬁome, and concluding that that-will foon
fall, expe&s the fpeedy founding of the feventh trumpet—
My opinion is, the city - is my%lical, and ftands in oppo-
fition to the holy city, the new, the heavenly Jerufalem,
and that the tenth part fell with the church and monar-
chy ‘of France,-and that the feventh trumpet founded in_
the autumn of 1792, and brought forth the feven angels, .
with the feven laft plagues; (I%ev; xv. 16.) ang that fix
of thefe have fucceffively been pouring out. e fixth,:
viz. that on the great river Eupbrates, or the Ottoman
empire, is’ indeed but juft commencing, and is the fore-
runner of a general combination among the friends of the
dragon,. beaft, and falfe prophet; (Rev. xv.xvi.) and
alfo of the fall of the Turkith Empire ; the reftoration of
the Jews ; &c. &c. - : S y
Againft the opinion that the feventh trumpet has found-
ed, the Do&tor oppofes the idea that the temple of God is
not opened in Heaven—Yes, fo.far as the vials of wrath .
have produced their revolutionizing effe@s, the: temple,
that is, the church is thrown open, by the reftoration of -
liberty of confcience, but that revival of religion which
is to fill the temple of God is quite another thing—That
we fhall not fee till war and tumuk: is at an‘end—Rev. -
xv. 3. For of this, fmoke is generally the fymbol in the
prophets.—Ifa. xiv. 31. Rev..ix. 17. ;

h, that men were wife to fee what God is about ! —
The general infenfibility of the church of Chrift alarms
me more than all befides.

A 4. .
L2 ORDI~
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Rev. WiLL1aM Staveuron,. A.- M, Bordenton, near
Philadelphis. On Saturday, June 17, 1797, took place at
Bordenton, the ordination of the Rev. Wm. Staughten, princi-
pal of the academy in that place. - The fervices Ogth'c day ¢om~
menced with ﬁngienf; after which, the Rev.Dr. Rogers, of
Philadelphia, prayed : another hymi “was fung; and Dr.
Rogers delivered a very fuitable and able difcourle from Mark
Xi. 1§. Go e inta all the world, and preach the gojpel 1o cvery,
creaturs. o o C : . '

‘From the original fignification of the word, from the tenor
of its dofrines, from the largenefs of its promifes, from its'con~
nexion with the:invifible world, and particularly from its being:
fo wel] adapted to the fallen copdition of man, he proved the

rofpel to be a fyflem of glad tidings, He confidered that our
§aviour afed the phrafe, ewery creatyre, -With regard to man;—
becaufe man i1s the nobleft creature, -af wihom we have any,
kngwledge from the exercife of our fenfes. He regarded the.
commiffian of our Lord, as a moft fignal difplay of the compathi-.
ons of his heart: and after proving that this commiffion is appli-

cable to every minifter of Chrift, to.the e¢vening of time, and that .
the continuance of a Gofpel miniftry js a ftandirtg ‘proof of the
truth of chriftianity, he ingenioufly applied his fubjeét to the
folemn occafion. _ T

When the fermon was clofed;, a third hymn was fung, and -
the minifters prefent Procgeeded' immediately to osdain.Mr,
'St'augbtpn.—v'lie Rev.'Peter Wilfon of Haights-jown, New--
_Jerfey. offered up the ordination prayer. The Rev. Dr. Jones.
of Lower Dublin, Pennfylvanid,, propofed to Mr. Staughton
thofe queftions relative to his faith and experience, and,pmguced.
thofe teftimonials of the uprightmefs of his moral charaéter,,
which, on fuch occafions. are expected.

Agreeably to the prattice of the primitive chprches, the can-
didate was fet apart by the laying on of hands and by prayer.—
In which work the Rev. Dr. Jones,. the Rev. Dr. Rogers, the
Rev. Burgis Allifon, of Berdentons the Rev, Peter Wilfon, and
the Rev. Morgan J. Rhees, engaged. o

After thefe exercifes, the rigit hand of tellowfbip was given,
and the Rey. Mr. Allifon proceeded to give the charge.—In
the courfe of his addrefs, he beautifully illuftrated the dignity,
the duties, the affliGtions,” ard the fupports, of 2’ chriftian mi-
nifter, and interfperfed in the chasge thofe-expreffions of affecs .
ionate friendfhip, which, addrefled to 2 perfon engaged in the

- fame

“
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fame part of the vineyatd of God, produced ‘an’ effett equally
powerful and pleafing. ) T
At the conclufion of the addrefs, that hymn of the Sele&ion
—entitled Zbe People’s Prayer for their Minifier—was fung, and
the affembly departed under thofe happy impreflions, which. are
awakened by an attention to the duties of religion, ‘and,-particu~
larly, od 'mtroducir}g an additional labourer into the great har-
yeft-ficld of the gofpel miniftry. ‘ ' :

" Rev. Wy, Warzs Horne, (Extiat of aletter, Great Yars
frouth, Norfolk, Dec. 21, 1797.) - My ordinaticn, Auguft 10;
17975 Was conduéted in the following sanner. = Brother Mark
Wilks, of Norwich, opened the work of the day by prayer, and
reading Eph.-iv: and 1 Tim, -iii. Sung Pfalm cxooi. part t.—
1 then gave my confeffion of faith in about twenty minutes's on
“this the ¢hurch recognized their call which I accepted, and
received the right hand of fellowthip; Brother Hook, of ngham,
prayed the ordination prayer; brother Smith,.of Shelfanger;
delivered the charge from 1 Tim. iv. 1. Let no man defpife thy
Joush, &c. and congluded the morning fervice in prayer.
“ Afternoor—Brother Hook ptayed ; Pfalm cxxxii, part 2, was
fiing s ‘then’ Brother Beard, of Worftead, addreffed the people
from Deut. i. 38, Encourage bim ; dnd conchuded in prayer.
* Evening-—Brother Johas Smith, (4 young minifter from Shel«
fanger church), bé,é%laf: Ain prayer ; and brother Mark Wilka
preached a very affecting fernmon from Mal. i 2. and concluded
fnprayer. - . -
~ The church appears to be in 2 comfortable” flate : we' havg
had 17 members added already ; and fuch is the increafing con=
gregation, that we are neceflitated to enlarge our meeting houfes

_Rev. Wirr1am JarMax, Somers-town, near Londop.<e—s
In the month of Septémber, i7gg5, Mr. Jarman, a member of the
baptift church at Walworth, {by whom he was called out to the
work of theé miniftry,) began preaching out of doors in the
neighbourhood of Somers-town. He at firft met with great op- -
pofttion 3 bur his preaching being the means of awakening
feveral perfons, one of them invited him to preach at his houle
in Somers-town, which accordingly was regiftered.for. that pur<

_pofe. Onthe 26th of March, 1766, ter perfons, moft of whom
ad been called by grace under Mr. Jarman’s miniftry, aftér
making a profeffion o?their repentance. towards God and faith
in the Lord fefas Chrit, (their moral chara&ers being well-
attefted), were baptized, and formed themfelves into a churchy
in the prefence of the late' Rev. Jofeph Swain, of Walirerthy
and of feveral other refpe@able witneffes. .~ .

- The greateft part of the poor inhabjtants of Somiers-téwn are*
in {uch extreme difirefs, as not to-be able'to pay far thie editcas’

' ) K3 oty
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tion of their children hence a Sunday-fchool has been-Inftituted,
and the fcholars are infrudted gratis by fome of the members of
the'church. The congregation foon increafed fo confiderably,
‘that the houfe which had been licenfed was not large enough to
contain the auditory. Mr Jarman was therefore advifed, by
feveral refpe@table friends, to endeavour to raife a fubfcription
for building a meeting-houfe ; and a piece of ground, in Bill-
fireet, Somers-town, was obtained upon a leafe of eighty-four
years, at the rent of 8 . perannum ; upon whicha {fmall place
of worfhip. has been erefted, which was opened in the month of
April, 1797, and is vefted . for the benefit of the church in thir-
teen truftees. ~The meeting-houfe is a fubftantial brick building;
finithed' with a ftudious regard to plaimnefs and frugality, and is
therefore” furnithed for the moft ‘part: with forms. T{x'c‘ whole
expenfe of its ereftion amounted to 3877 ¥8s of which
2771 16+ 6d. had been fome time fince colle®ed, chiefly
in the metropolis : fince then, Mr. Jarman has vifited feveral of
the churches in Effex, Suffolk, and Norfolk; and, by their
afliftance, has difcharged the whole fum.” '

* On Wednefday the 28th of Febiuary, 1798, Mr. Jarman was
ordained to thepaftoral office. The Rev. W. Button began the
fervice with prayer, and reading feveral paflages of fcripture.
‘Thé Rev. Wm. Smith delivered the introduétory difcotrfe, and
propofed the ufual queftions. A fhort ht of the rife and
formation of the church was given ail Mr. Jarman delivered a
confeffion of his faith, Thex Dr. Rippon prayed the ordination
prayer, and was affifted, in the laying on of hands, by the Rev.
Abraham Booth, and others. Mr. Booth, then, in a fermon of
about 50 minutes, preached to the paftor and the church. The
Rev. W, Shenftone conduéted the work ogfraifc, in the feveral
%arts of “this fervice ; which was concluded in prayer by the

ev. James Dore.

This church, {fome months fince, -had increafed to twenty-fix.
members; all of whom ‘aré inhabitants of ‘Somers-town and
its vicinity : and feveral other perfons had propofed themfelves.
for commiunion.

“ To the Rew. Dr. J. Rippor, London
“ PEAR SIR, . Hull, March 10, 1798.

« Your inferting the anncxed in the Baptift Regifter will

sblige our friends; for whom I'am, Sir, your
-affetionate humble fervant, Joun Carrire.”

,Rcv;d}Anz_s Lyons, Hull. Mr. Lyons having previoufly
accepted of the invitation, which had been unanimoufly given
him by the members of . the baptift church, in George-ftreet,
Hull, to become their'paftor, he was pnblicly fet apart to that
effice on Wednefday, March 7, 1798, The fervice com-
mencing at Balf paft ten o’clock, -

e
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"T'he Rev. A. Greenwood, of Barton upon Humber, began
the fervice by reading fuitable portions of fcripture (1 Tim, iil
and 1 Pet. v.) and offering up the firft prayer. The farther
bufinefs of the day was then ‘introaucetr by the Rev. John
Beatfon, formerly paftor of the baptift church-in Salt-Houafe-
lane, Hull, who made fome remarks on the ¢onftitution and
order of a -chriftian church, and on the nature’ of ordination
fervices, and afterwards propofed the ufual queftions. ' Mr.
Lyons thien delivered a confeffion of hisfaith for the information
of the ftrangers prefent, after which the Rev. David Kinghorn,
of Bifhop Burton, prayed the ordination prayer, and delivered
a chafge to the munifter from 1 Tim. iv. 16. The Rev. Thos.
Haffell, of "Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, then preached a fermon to
the people, from Genefis xlv. 22. and concluded the fervice with

rayer.

P The following Pfalms and Hymns were fung at proper inter-

vals' during the fervice, viz.—Watts’s Plalms, 132, part z;

Rippon’s Hymns, 426 ; Waus’s Pfalms, 48, 2d part; Rip<

por’s Hymas, 411; Watt’s Palms, 133, fhort metre.

* N. B. The church in Salt Houfe-lane, being withéut a minifs

ter, their late paftor the. Rev. John Hindle, having removed to

Manchefter, Mr, Haflell Prcachcd in that place from John xiv. 1,
“in the evening ; there bemg no public fervice in George-fireet

at that time, '

June 8, 1738. The Rev. Jonn HorLoway was ordained
paftor over the Baptift Church at Readiog, (late under the
paftoral . care -of Mr. : Thomas Davis, deceafed). The folemn
fervice was opened - by Mr. Robert Lovegrove, of Wallingford,
who read the third chapter of the firft epiftle to Timothy, and

rayed ‘for-a blefling on the work of the day. The 132d
gfalm-of Dr. Watts, common- metre, beginning at the paufe,
was then fang ; on'whi¢h Mr. James Bicheno, of Newbury, in
a-very mafterly way, defcribed the nature of a2 Gofpel Church,
and gave the reafons of our diffent from the- eftablifhed national
church* as alfo from all other depominations of good -men,
He then propofed feveral queftions mearly in the following
manner, which were anfwered by Mr, Robert Collier, their
" oldeft deacon, who, on this occafion reprefented the charch.

2. L. Dear brethren, the members of this church; you 4re not
to be informed that as one great part of the work of a chrift
minifter is to. dire@ faints and finners in the way of falvation by
{cfus Chrift; fo, to the right performance of the duties incum-
ent on him, it-is indifpenfably neceflary that he himfelf be
a truly converted man. I therefore beg Iave to inquire,
whether brother Holloway is confidered by you, not merely as

* This part of the fervice Has fince been publifhed under the title of “
Plance at the Hiftory of Chriftianity, and of Englifh Nonconformity.” l¢
Jas paffed into 3 fecoud edicion, price 3d.

L 4 a pexfon
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a perfon of pleafing talents, and of a decent moral chara&er,
but as a truly godly manm, as a believer in the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and_ as one who himfelf pays a confcientious regard to
chriftian ordinances? And, feetng that you have no power in
other churches, and cannot therefore regularly call a"perfon to
be your paftor, who is not.a member with you, I beg leave to
inquire whether brother Holloway has been regularly admitted

a méfaber with you or not—70 beth the parts of this queftion

Pleafing anfrvers awere given. »

2. IL:  The tranfaflions of this day, my ftiends, are of a very
ferious and important nature, and may. be pregnant with the
tuoft betieficial -or the moft treniendous confequences to your own
fouls, the fouls of your children, and to the etermal interefts of
ethers; let me then atk, Have you in oppofition to precipi-
sancy, felf-feeking, and- felf-fufficiency, ferioufly confidered
this matter with folemn ‘prayer; laid it before God, and, ‘as far
as you have been able to judge, followed the leading of
providence? ‘And do you, or the greater part of you as a
church; agree-in calling brother ilolloway to the paftoral

. effice among you ?

{Here a pleafing detail was given, by whith it appeared that
* the church (confilting of about 260 members) hadpzf_aed\with
much prudence and prayer; that the call of Mr. Holloway
to the paftoral office was uwnanimous; that his labours at
Reading had been greatly blefled, eight perfons having been .
added at one -time, nine at another, ge then propofed,
and more waiting with their faces Zion-wards; that the
meeting-houfe which was at Mr. Davis’s death, 29
feet by 30, had been enlarged fo as to hold nearly as many
againas it did before; and that the people of the town
and from the adjacent villages, flocked to hear the

word, &c. &c.] o '

- Mr. Bicheno then proceeded.—Q. IIl. The hand of God
{ hope has been in this work ; and, as every relation of life in-
volves mytual dutiesand obligations, and as you will have a right
0 e:gge,& that our brother Holloway fhall c{evote himfelf to the
facred fervice. for the good of yoar fouls, are you determined
9 treat him as a chrifian minifter and paftor, who has the
overfight of you -in the Lord ; behaving fuitably to what you
kave .already learned or may hereafter learn. to be: the mind
of Chrift >—A full affirmative reply was followed by v

- 9. IV. My chrifian friends,” the members of this ehurch,
yoi have heard, and I truft ygs have ferioufly confidered what
our brother Robert Colliéer has {poken in behalf of the whole
church: Has he exprefled your fentiments? and do you
.now unite in your call of brother Holloway to- take upon him,
the paftoral office’ over you? If this be the cafe, you will
%‘leafe to fignify it, each one by lifting up .your right hand.—

his was accordingly done. '
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.- Mr. Bicheno then, agrecably to the: nature of the bufinefs,
. addrefled Mr. Holloway as follows :— A

L. I My dear brother, you have heard the fentiments and
wifhes of this chrittian {ociety reipe@ing you ; aré you ‘willing
to accept the invitation which they give you, -and to devote
yourfelf to the fervice of Jefus Chrift, by ‘taking upon you the

oral office ? . - o

2; Il My brother, to ferve God acgeptably .in any office,
and to poflefs a reafonable hope of fuccefs.in-any work, efpeci-
ally inthat of achriftian. mjnifter, it is neceffury that we be

“aftuated by right motives and proceed by a right.rule (the
~ holy fcriptures). Now though - we, whe are here affembled, do
not arrogate to ourfelves any right to demand of you an expla-
“nation of the-motives by which you are aQuated ; yet, ‘as yon
and your brethren of this church have defired us. to attend here
to witnefs your engagements, .and as it may add to the folemnity
of the occafion and to general edification, I hope you will
“not think it improper, if 1 folicit you 1o acquaint us with fome of
thefe motives which have operated-on your mind to’ induce
ou to devote yourfelf to the woik - of the minifiry,.and to
wform us of the rule by which-you mean to condu@ yourfelf in
the difcharge of the office' you have undertaken. #

2. III. 'The high regard you exprefs for the word of God
muit give every fincefe chrittian prefent the greateft fatisfaltion.
Now though we thould effeem it“a criminal--and antichriftian
ufurpation, and a grofs-violation of the rights of confcience, to
pretend to require of you a {ubfcription to our creed-as a
necefiary conditon of our acknowledging you as a chriftian
minjiter, yet, if.it be quite agreeable to yourfelf, -and not
cfteerhed by you as a violation of the liberty wherewith Cheift
bas made us-free, it will, I believe, afford pleafure -to many
of us who are prefent to behold your order,- if yon. would
favour us with an explicit account of thofe doftrines which
you apprehend to be-the leading ones, contained in the facred
fcriptures of truth, and which you therefore intend to make the
chief fubjedts of your miniftrations. :

Mr. Holloway’s anfwers to thefe queftions, and his confeffion
of .faith being highly interefting .and . fatisfatory, the fervice
proceeded.—The go7th Hymn of the feletion was fung..

The Rev. Mr. James Dore, of London, prayed the ordination
prayer—the 4ioth Hymn of the.fame boock was fung. The
Rev. Mr. Benjamin' Francis, ‘of Horfley, gave the charge from
1 Tim. iy, 15. - The Rev. James Upton, of London, preached
to the-church from Zec. viii. -laft claufe, vet. 1g. -and after the
412th Hymn was fung, the . Revi Archibald Douglafs, .paftor
of ‘the iadependent church at Reading, addrefled the congrega-
tion-on the recent lofs of their late pafor, the Rev. Mr. Thomas
Davis, and on the death of the Hon. William Bromley Cadogan,
late a gofpel minifter at St. Giles’s in the town of' Reading,

’ fhewing
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fhewing the advantages wé enjoy as proteftant’ diffenters, it
choofing our owx paftors, while the members of the eftablifh~
ment are always expofed to the evil of having a carnal minifter
impofed upon them. He then folemnly - concluded the marnin
fervice by prayeér to ‘God for his_blefing on. the fervices an
engagements of the day. ‘

It 1s faid that a thoufand people, and more than tWent}l
minifters were prefent. And that 115 of the friends from dif-
fesent parts afterwards dined together at the George. o

_ . In'the evening met again, at half paft fix o’clock. The fol~
lowing reverend brethren, all of the independent denomination,
condulted the fervice. Mr. Mufton, of Afton, prayed; -Mr.
Cook, of Maidenhead, preached from Feb. xiii. laft verfe ; and
Mr. Walker, of Peppard, finifhed by prayer. :

The Minifters in both the fervices enjoyed remarkable affift-
aace in their work; and 2 general voice of the people faid
« we have had an eminently good day.”

Rev. DanisL MorrEeLL, Bedford. Our brother, Mr.Daniel
Morrell, after having been with ‘the fecond baptift churcir
which affembles . there, eighteen moanths, upon probation, was
folemnly fet apart to che paftoral office, on Tuefday, May 8;
1798. Thirteen miniftérs were prefent. Mr. Burkitt (paftor, of the
independent ‘church there) began in prayer. Mr. Pain, of

- Gamlingay, opened the work of the day, by an able, and.
excellent ivindication of the right and power of .a church of.
-Chrift to choofe her own officers, and made fome fuitable obfer-
vations on the-nature and importance of ordination. 'He then
sequefted a fhort narrative of the fteps which this fociety had
taken, in making choice of Mr. Morrell to be their paftor,
‘This, with a fhort hiftory " of the trials the church had experi-
enced, and their condu& under them, was delivered in a very
affe@ting manner, by a honourable and worthy deacon of the
charch, whofe members then récognized their choice of Mr.
Morrell, to be their paftor, and he gave hiy reafons for accept-
ing their call ; and having {:nblicly fignified it by lifting up
the right hand, as requefted by Mr. Pain, hedelivered a con-
feflion of his faith. - Mr. William Freeman, of Cardington
Cotton End, prayed the ordination prayer. Mr. Pilley, of Lu-
ton, delivered a very faithful and judicious charge to the paftor
fromr Cal. iv. 1. dnd fay to Archippus Take beed to the mx’m'&ry
awbhich thou bgﬂ_‘ received in the Lord, that thew fulfl it. Mr.
Mabbott, of Bigglefwade, preached an affeftionate and faithful
difcourfe to the church, from Prov. xv. and firft part 28. 7%
bedrt of the righteous' ffudieth to anfwer. Mr. Samuel Hillyard,
(paftor of the open communion church, in- Bedford), concluded
" with prayer. Suitable Hymns, fang at the different intervals,
were givenoutby Mr. Samuel Kilpin,® ftudent at Briftol, =
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_ Since the {ettlement additions have been made ; the congrega~
$ion is on the increafe ; the church is in 2 ftate of peace. -

Rev. Cuartes Cappy,  Weft-row, Mildenhall, Suffolk.
The church at Weft-row was formed January 28, 1798, and
Mr. Caddy was fet over.it, in the paftoral office, the 23d of May -
following. He was fent into the work of the miniftry by the
church at Shelfanger, under the paftoral care of the Rev. Thomas
Smith. The fervice was opened on the day of ordination by
M. Jonas Smith, who was lately called to the facred. fervice of
preaching the word by the fame church. Mr. Ridley, of
Ipfwich, prayed the ordination prayed. Mr. Thomas Smith;
of Shelfanger, gave the charge-to the minifter, from Titus ii. 1.
Mr. Bland, of Scham; prayed. Mr. Hall, of Ipfwich, addreflfed
the church from Deut. i. 28. and concluded the fervice by
prayer.

Rev. Joa~ TurTonN,and the meeting-houfe at Mafborough,
Yorkfhire——At Mafborough, near Rotherham, a place of
worfhip was ere@ted and fettled in wuft about the -year 1788,
for this fociety of particular baptifts, which coft upwards of 240l.
In 1796, the members were 42, moft of them poor, none
earned more than twelve thillings a week, but fome of thefe at
firft contributed one fhilling a week, and others two (hillinrlgs a
week, to introduce and fupport  the caufe of Chrift, - They
have been fupplied by feveral minifters, and on Wednefday,
June 2, 1798, Mr. John Turton became their paftor. The
meeting was opened with finging and prayér, by Mr. William
‘Thorp,. of the independent chutch at Netherfield, near Penif-
tone. Mr. Thomas Berry, baptift minifter at Hanley-Green;
afked the queftions and received the anfwers, together with the
eonfeffion of faith. Mr. Hartley, of Lockwood, prayed the
erdination prayer, and then delivered the charge from Coloffians:
iv. 17. # Mr. Berry addrefled the church and congregation, from
Phill. i. 27. firft claufe} and concluded the fervice by finging
and prayer in thie midft'of a ferious and crowded affembly.

namnts

The Rev. Joun Tuomrson, Grundifburg, Suffolk. Mr.
Thompfon was ordained over the baptift church at Grundif-
burg, Thur{day, July 19, 1y98. After the ufual preliminary
tteps, brother Trivett prayed the ordination prayer, and the
minifters prefent gave Mr. Thompfon the’ right hand of fellow-
thip ; brother Hall delivered the charge from Matt. xxviii. zo.
Brother Farmery prayed. Brother Hitchcock preached to the
church from Ephef. v. part of the 2d verfe ; and brother Caley
(a ftudent at Briftol) concluded in prayer.

LETTERS
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CONEERNING o

THE BAPTIST €HURCHES OF SCOTLAND ANDY

NORTHUMBERLAND
_ 18 1653, &c.
REV. {7 DEAR SIR, . : o

N page 361 of Number XI1. of the Baptift Annual Res
gifter, it is concluded, by the author of @ fhort account
of the Scats Baptifls, contrary to a former fuppofition,
- that there was areligious fociety of the baptift denomi-
nation in Scotland, before the year 1765.” Of the cer-
‘tainty of this fact, 1 have in my pofiefion indubitable
evidence. The church with which I have the happinefs
to be gonnected, was primarily incorporated at Hexham,
in- Northumberland, the 21ft day of the fifth month
(July 21,} 1652. Among the congratulatory epiftles
which they.received from the orthodox, orderly.churches
on that occafion, there is one from the church at Leith,
wehich'1 thall tranfcribe from our. church-book for yout
infpeétion and ufe. . B
" ¢ b the Church of God in Hexham,

¢ Dearly beloved brethren, we falute you in the Lard
Jefus Chrift, wifhing grace mercy and peacé to be multi=
plied unto you through the knowledge of the, father,
that you may have the full contmunications of grace and
ofthe love of God fhed abroad in your heasts, being filled
with the fpirit of truth, and may grow up.in all things
nto him who is-your head, and may approve yourfelves
to be perfons making it your great ftudy to honour God
in your generations ; that fo you may be matter of joy to
2!l God’s people, -and may indeed appear to be trees of
righteoufnefs’ of the Lord’s own plantiag, . Beloved bre-
thren, we are refrefhed to hear of thar- work of God
which hath fprung up amongft you in thofe parts, in that
ke is pleafed to add to his church daily fuch as fhall be
faved ; and to make you or any of you inftruments in his
hands to gather in the outcafts ot Ifrael, and to bring
poor fouls out of the kingdom of darknefs into the king=
dom of his dear foni. Truly we defire to be affeéted with
the goodnefs of God, in that he is going on to accomplifh
thofe precious promifes which he hath faid fhall come to p:/}
#1 the laf? days : he hath faid that the mountain of the Lord’s
bosfe foall be cftablifhed upoy the top of the mountains in tb;

€ar,



BAPTIST CHURCHES OF SCOTLAND, &e. 1653. 157

earthy and fpall be explted absve the Lills. He hath faid
that King Jetus fhall be lifted up as axn enfign, and many
peaple fha {I[a], CoME ye and let us go up to the niountain
of the Lord, &c. We deflire to belicve that a]l thefe
things are fulfilling by the many fignal teftimonies that
the Lord is pleafed to give forth to his people in bring-
ing down the kingdom and power of antichrift, and” mn
the ereing, enlarging, and eftablithing the kingdom
of his dear Son, Dear brethren,” we truft your eyes
have beheld the outgoings of our God in thefe things,
and do hope -that your_hearts are made alive in fome
meafure in the confideration of i, and likewife
made willing to wait upon the Lord in al]l obedience.
before him. And we entreat you not to be weary
in well-doing, for the patient expgilation of the poor
fhall never be forgotten. Now, brethren, we commend
you to the Lord and to the word of his f%m‘cc, which is
able 1o build you up, and to make you caft off the works
of darknefs, and to put on the armour of light, that
knowing the time, that now itis high time to awake out
of fleep, for now-is your falvation nearer than when you
believed : the night is far fpent, the day is at harnd; be
ye therefore diligent, that you may be found of him ia-
peace without{pot or blemifh, having on.the white robe
of Jefus Chrift, being always covered with the garments
“of falvation and clothed in the robe of righteoutnefs; in
which garments you may be able to ftand, looking for
and haf%?x:g to the crown, which the Lord, thé righte-
ous Judge fhall give you at that day, and to all that look
diliﬁenﬂy for his appearing ; which is the earneft prayer
of thofe who -defire to approve themfelves.your faithful
brethren in the faith and fellowfhjp of tne gofpel of
Chrift. . ' - :
Signed in the name and by the appuintment of the Churth
qf6 Chriff, at Leith, the 25th day of the.3d month,
I .

e Joux CarriLE,
Traomas Powesr.”

Whether there were any other churches gatheréd in:
scotland about this time, I cannot now fay, but fhould
fuppofe there might. One of the gifted brethren * in our
church, writes ?rom Dalkeith, March 15,1653, where -

* A Mr. Hickhaogilk
ke



358 BAPTIST CHURCHES.IN SCOTLAND, & 1653,

he had been fent, to his brethren. ¢« I am defired by
Col. Lilburn te propofe to you that, if brother Tillam,
brather Miderfon, brother Stackhoufe, or any other fitly
qualified brother amongft you, will beftow his talents in
- the condition of a chaplain to a regiment (to come here).
about which place there are divers honeft Scotch people
that long to be gathered into_ the fame kofpel order with.
us, -but they want a faithful paftor ; fail not, I pray you,
to %ivc me an an anfwer herein with all convenient
fpeed.” , : C
In compliance with this requeft Mr. Stackhoufe, who
had been once before, was fent into Scotland again;
and there is' the copy, of a letter to the commanger in
chiefy and another to the church at Leith, in the church
book, which appear to have been fent with him.

«¢ Tb the Right Honourable Major General Lilburn,
Commander in Chief of all - the Forces in Scotland,
¢« Honoared Sir, :

€ It hath been matter of great joy and confolation to
eur fpirits ever fince we heard of the glorious appearances
of the divine, nature in you, which manifefts itfelf in
your love towards all faints, &c. &c. But more efpeci-
ally (that we be ‘not tedious) we defire to acknowledge
your continued Jove to us, with all thankfulnefs, in
your. courteous and -refpetful entertainment of the
bearer hereof, Mr. Thomas Stackhoufe, who, upon his
return' to us, ‘'made known your fweet and gracious
deportment towards him, 3nd your loving invitation of
him that he would‘ come ‘unto you. We therefore
(having firft fought the face of our God, and commended
him unto the embraces of our father through prayer)
being affembled in one (body) with our confent have’
fent him, and by this our epiftle commended him unto
you, and defire that you would own him as one whom
we have in high repute for the gracious appearances of
God which we have feen in him, and of whom we have
this confidence that he will approve himfelf both to God'
and to his people, fuch a one as we would.

« Now, &c. &c.”
“«“ ]‘
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< Tb the beloved Spoufe of the Lord- Clmfﬁ avalking in the dleffed
- order of the Gofpel at Leith, in Scotland.

Fl

¢ Precious Brethren, .

¢ In the endeared bonds of unfsigned love we ‘defire

to breath our falutes into your bofoms, as thofe who have
had rich experience of your heavenly frame of fpirit in’
your chriftian-embrace of thofe members of our body who
by Providence have been caft among you, but efpecially .
- of your faint-like love toy and tender regard of our dearl
beloved brother, Mr. Thomas Stackhoufe, in whofe
gofpel-like vific we have been greatly refrefhed, as, alfo
by the fair falutes from you, our much honoured fifter
church. We glory in the fervice wherein you have
employed him for the enlargement of the borders of ous:
"Lord Jefus, whom we heartily blefs for his ‘fupporting.
grace in thefe fhaking revolting times, preferving this
our beloved brother ftedfaft in the faith. And now we
return him to your lovely communion in the unfpotted
robes of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, humbly begging of God,
that a thoufand fold may be repaid into your bofoms for
~thofe chriftian' encouragements which have  greatly
sheared the fpirits of . ‘ T

~ Your faithful and affetionate brethren in the gbfgel.”
[ Bath of thefe etters are dated the 23d of the Gtb month, 1653.3

From thefe papers jt is pretty clear that there was a
baptift church at Leith; that this exifted-prior to the:
~church at Hexham ; that the two churches were clofely
united in religious fentiment and affection; that the church.
-at Hexham affifted their fifter church at Leith, or co- .
operated with her by their gifted brother Stackhoufe; in
attempting to gather other churches in what they efteem-.
ed the order of the gofpel :—~And from hence it is pro-
bable, if their fuccefs were equal to their zeal, that there
might be more baptift ' churches in Scotland between the
year 1653 and the year 1660. If you'think any thing in
this letter worth inferting in your Regifter, you are at
liberty to make your own ufe of it.. "

Tam, dear Sir, yours, moft affectionately,

~

- Cua. WHiTFIELD.

A LIST

Emill,



A LIST OF THE PARTICULAR BABTIST MONTHLY MEETING&
IN LONDON AND SOUI‘HWJRK o

FOR THE YEAR'

1799. ‘
PLACE, TIME. -+ TO PRAY . . TO PREACH TO PRAY-

Mr. Tim. Thomas"s | ~ January 24 * Mr Button = _ Mr. Hutchings. Mr Booth
Dr. Rippon’s February 21 . | ~Mr. Hutchings Mr. Tho. Thomas Dr, Jenkins
Dr. Jenkin’s March 21 Mr. T'ho. Thomas - Mr. Burnfide Dr. Rippon
Wild Street .April 5 . Mr. Burnfide - Dr. Rippon Mr. Dore’ ,
Mr. Newman’s May 23. Dr. Rippon ‘Mr. Boath Mr. Hutchingy -~
Myr. Burnfide’s June "z0 | Mr. Booth Dt Jenkins Mr. Button *
Mr. ‘i’ho. Thomas July - -25 - |- Dr. Jeokins M. Button Mr. Tim. Thomas
Mr. Hurchmgs ’ Augut =~ 22 . Mr. Butten Mr, Dore Mr. Newman® ..~
Mr. Dore’s September 19 Mr. Tim. Thomas Mr. Newman M. Burnfide
Mr. Booth’s Ofober 24 ‘Mr. Newman Mr. Tim. Thomas Mr. Tho. Thomas .
Mr. Button’s” quember 2. | Mr., Tim. '1 homas ‘ ' T

—

The Service begms premfely at EI’C\. ven 0'Clock, w\d the ’thﬁer of the Place concludes the Scrv:ce. .

b )

The Meﬁengers to meet on Wedne(day thc uth of December, at Four o’Clock precxfely, w make a New Lit.

m



{ 6z ]
LETTERS
OF THE
* BAPTIST BRETHERN AND FRIENDS IN INDIA
, 70 DR. RIPPON. '
FROM JULY 30, 1798, TO DECEMBER, 30, 1799.%
Lo o o e o

Myr. Samuel Powell to Dr. Rippan.

REV. AND DEAR SIR,  Moypauldiggy, July 30, 17914
HOUGH 1 have no perfonal acquaintance with
you, yet I have frequently had the fatisfaltion of
hearing you preach before I left England; and fince I
have been in this country,” I have been defirous of writ=
ing you. : ' :
I have been a refident in this country feveral years: I
came out in 93, in the Earl of Oxford, the thip in which
Mr. Carey, and Mr. Thomas withed a paflage to Ben-
gal; but feveral circumftances, with which you dre ac-
quainted, prevented their embarking in that veflel. IfT
were afked what were my views in quitting” England
a coming to this country, I could by no means give a
good acount of myfelf. I attribute it to a love of novelty,
wifh to fee foreign countries; but; at the fame time,
I pofleffed an ardent defire of feeing the Gofpel introduced
among the poor natives of Hindooftan. A mind that
knows any thing of the worth of the Gofpel, on viewing
thefe people, muft be filled with' pity and compaffion for
them ; efpecially when he recolle&s the ages thty have
been bound with the fetters of fuperftition and idolatry :
and, while other nations have rejoiced in the glorious light
of the Gofpel, the happy day has not even began to dawn

upon them. ' N
I have been with thé miffionaries nearly ever fince
their arrival in Bengal. I was baptized by Mr. Carey in
November 1795, and am now joined to the firft Baptift
church that” was ever formed, | believe, in this country.
We were five in number. - We formed ourfelves into a
church on the day I was baptized. I was very fanguine
in my bopes on my firft arrival ; I expeted to fee multi;

® We moft affeQionately recommend to the religious public No, V1. of
the Pensovicar AccounTs, the lettess, in which are dated from Nov. 23
3797y to April 5, 3799—EpiToR .

DecEm. 1900.) M tudes
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tudes embracing the Gofpel way of falvation, before this

time: but I fee, though I knew it before, the labour of
. man muft fail, unlefs accompanied by the Divine Power ; .
for -there is none that can turn a finner from the error of
his way but God. I have been witnefs to all the diffi-

culties and difcouragements that the miffionaries have.
met with, and I think them ftupendous: the walls of
brafs, the ftrong towers, and the fortifications which

Satan has erected, require the artillery of -the God of
Heaven to caft down. Here are, indeed, mountains that

muft be removed ; vallies that muft be made plain; and

rough places fmooth, A Miffionary fhould poffefs great

faith in the promifes-of God, to qualify him to preach to
a people who refemble ftocks and ftones. I fhould be
ready to fay that it was impoffible that the Hindoos

could be converted to Chriftianity, did I not know that
the promifes-of God ftand fure; they lead us to expett

that not #his nation only, but that all the earth fhall know
the Lord, and unite in ferving him only, agreeable to
thofe four lines in the preface of your Appendix of
Hymnse— ’ '

Europe and Afia fhall refound,
With Africa, his fame;
"And thou, America, in fongs,
Redeeming love proclaim,

But, at prefent, hereis enough, methinks, to damp the-
zeal of an Apoftle. The Hindoos, many of whofe religi-
ous principals and cuftoms are abominable, feem far
" more tenacious of them than even the Muflulmans; and I
bave found it far more agreeable to difcourfe on religious
fubje@s with the latter than with the former: for the higher:
clais of the Hindoos who have fome knowledge of the
Shafters, and thofe who have obtained their knowledge
from oral tradition, feem intoxicated with zeal for their
Debtahs or demons, and particulary for their filthy idol.
Sheeb. They extol him as a very fuperior being, poﬂ{’.ﬂing
‘great power, telling you that he is the father of all;
and they worfhip him much more than any other of their
deities. And I learn that the hiftory of him in their.
thafters is extremely ridiculous. What is advanced of him
there, makes him an execrable wretch, guilty of the
greateft abominations,—I mean whoredom, adultery, and
the like. But thefe are attributed to him by the infatuated

Hindoos,
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Hindoos, as.eminent virtues; and, in difcourfing with
them, I have fingled out their vices, thinking they would
be of confiderable advantage to me in arguing againft
their corrupt religion; but I was deceived in this: itis
poflible to make them afhamed of their fentiments, and to
confufe them; but they aré not ealfily ta be convinced of
their errors, or the danger of trufting to the principles
contained in their fhafters, many of them prétend to ap~
prove of the Gofpel fcheme of falvation ; prognofticate
its fuccefs; and, being devoted to adularion, they will pafs
many fine compliments on you and your fentiments ; but
we, fay they, are contented to walk in the fteps our
fathers have gone before us. One Brahmman faid he was
too old to believe in the Gofpel, withed it fuccefs, but
faid he was content to die in the religion in which he
was brought up. They poflefs a perfect indifference to all
religion, and fome of them have infifted that in every re-
ligion there is a way of falvation. Satan has, indéed,
fucceeded in blinding their eyes and hardening their
hearts. They are a nation of worldlings; felf-love is
uppermoft in them ; they are almoft withour honour, or
honefty ; a certain meannefs pervades all their a&tions. I
am not fingular in my opinion of the Hindoos or natives.
of this country, a-fenfible man among them (I mean Ram
Boot), acknowledged this to be the charater of his
countrymen, while he himfelf is a flave to thevices which

he condemns. -
Though you.-have not been furptifed with the fatif~
faltion of receiving the defirable intelligence of any of
the Indians being converted to Chriftianity ; but rather
pained with the tidings of thofe of whom hopes had been
entertained, returning back to ther people and to their
gods, which has been a bitter portion that has fallen to
-the Jot of the Miffionaries; yet they have been zealous in
their preaching ; with grief they have been conftrained to
adopt the words of the Prophet, who hath believed our re-
port, &c. The difcouragements they meet with, others
have endured before them. Though the profpedts of fuc-
cefs yet remains clouded, and the people are inveloped in
darknefs, and the nation not reckoned with thofe wha
have embraced the Gofpel, yet there is fomething done
not of little but of great importance; for the whole of the
‘New, and great part of the Old Teftament, is tranflated in
Bengal. This honouris dueto Mr. Carey, who has beén
M2 inde-=
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indefatigable in his labours, and nearly the whole of this
work has been performed by him: and when the know-
ledge of the Gofpel is diffeminated, by difperfing copies
of it over the country, this may be the means of convert~
ing many; this will fpread the tidings of a Saviour far
and wide, and tell the fable tribes, wherever the Bengal
language is known, that the blood gf Fefus Chrift cleanfeth
Jrom all fin. This may burft afunder Satan’s chains, and
indifcriminately mingle and harmonize a people, who,
having long been accuftomed to diftinguifh themfelves by
feveral Cafts, are in the habit of hating and defpifing each
other, and of depriving ‘themfelves of that fociety and
friendfhip, which other nations enjoy. The peguliarities
of their Cafts forbid their exercifing thofe a&s of human-
ity, to which even nature difpofes the hearts of almoft
all other men. The Hindoo, like the Levite in the Gof~ -
peh will calmly behold his neighbour in diftrefs, without
affording him the leaft afliftance or relief; the Brahmman,
high in his own eftéem, who would fain perfuade you that -
he is the chief favourite of heaven, looks on his brethren
of a different Caft with haughty contempt, and is ready to
fay, “ ftand thou at 2 diftance, forI am holier thai thou.”
he lower orders of the Hindoos are taught to refpe&’
and venerate the Caft of Brahmmans ; yet L think it is not
carried to that excefs it was formerly, though they ftill
betieve that the curfe of a Brahmman is an exceeding great
evil ; and they confider it as one of the greateft calamities
that can befal them. If a Brahmman curfés a man, his
whole family think themfelves undone by it.. An inftance

Kas been known, it is faid, of a whole family dyin
within'the circle of a few years, againft whom the cur(ge
of a Brahmman had been denounced : but this circumftance
though happering in the common courfe of nature, has
-been attributed by the ignorant multitude to the prefcience
of a Brahmman. The Hindoo fhafters very much extol
the Brahmman Caft ; it may, therefore, be fugpofed that
the fhafters were written by Brahmmans, with a defign
to ufurp an authority over the minds of the people, and
obtain that liperftitious veneration which the people pay
them. The fhafters declare that the curfe of a Brahm-
man made the fea falt, It was alfo the curfe of a Brahm-
man, the fhafters fay, that made him, whom they con-
ceive to be king of heaven, tremble on his throne,
and ftoop fo low, as to intreat the Brahmman to revoke,
the qurfe which he had depounced againft him. Their
' fhafters
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fhafters are full of fuch fabulous ftories as thefe. Mr.
Fountain, who was the laft Baptift Miffiorary fent to this
‘country, has made confiderable progrefsin the language of
:Bengal,and has began to preach. The Miffionaries are
anxious to have their Numbers increafed, and it is their
hope that the fociety will fend out more Miflienaries to
evangelize the Heathens. I fuppofe that you have heard
that Mr. Thomas has refigned Mr. U—’s empléyment,
and now refides at Chandnigore, near Calcutta. -

T'thall have great pleafure in fending you any intelligence
that I can obtain refpeting this country. :

I now conclude, hoping that fome of the poor Indians
(before this reaches you) may be fnatched from the king-
dom of‘Satan, and tranflated into the kingdom &f our Lord
‘and Saviour, Jefus Chrift. ‘ '

I am, Reverend and dear Sir,
Your moft obedient, humble fervant,
SAMUEL POWELL.

SS B DPPP

MR. FOUNTMN TO DR. RIPPON.

Mudnabatiy, 27th September, 1798.

DEAR DR. RIPPON.
fYONSIDERING how much you have interefted

yourfelf in the concerns of our Miffion ; I cannot
but be furprifed that I have not yet heard from you.
Were you (my Dear Brother) in my fituation, you would
know the worth of a correfponding friend: efpecially
of one capable of adminiftering fo much pleafure and in-
formation as you are. A letter from a Chriftian friend
s always comforting and ftrengthening ; and. furely none
need thefe more than we in India, who have feen fo
much to grieve our hearts, and fruftrate our expetations.

I wrote you a long letter, when I had been in the

country, about four months¥. I hope you received it.
"I think Brother Carey has written to you fince then; he,
however, talks of writing to you. From his fuperior
talents and longer refidence in the country,” he will give
you better information than I can. :
© This part of Bengal is very unfavourable to aman
whofe chief wifh is, toaequire a knowledge of the ancient.
literature and manners of the Hindeos. Our Pundeet,
{a Nuddea man) is the ofily perfon of inteliigence about

#Js is printed ip No. XV. Page 6;7.
M 3 us.
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us. Ignorance and wretchnefs are the promiment. features
of this part of the countty, to a degree unparalelled elfe-
where, When we fpeak to the people either about re-
ligion or the common affairs of life, they frequently re-
‘ply Aamra chafa Lok ach’hd, Aamra kee Koreebo 7 i. e.
“ We are ploughmen, what can we do!” Others fa%l,
« Obb’hd Sahib Aamra Benggalle Lok ; Aamra kee janec!”
i.e. “ Weareonly Bengal people, what do we know
" Under this ignorance they excufe all they do. Butasa
Miflionary’s work is to diffeminate knowledge, rather
than to acquire it, [ am perfectly fatisfied to dwell amongft
them for that end. It appears to mea circumftance not
unworthy of notice, that the Lord fent his Gofpel fir/ to
men of this defcription.  'What may be called a gemeral
Anowledge of it, is {peaking more and more amongft them;
and when they thall reteive it in the love of truth, they
will be more wife and honourable than all the Pundeets in
Bengal, or all the literati in Europe, who may reje& the
counfel of God againft themfelves. This is wifdom that
cometh from above— '

Happy the man, who finds this grace ;
‘The blefling of God’s chofen race :
This awifdom coming from above,

And faith that fweetly works by Lowe.

Notwithftanding the prefent poverty and ignorance of
this part of the country, it was formerly the moft wealthy
and populous. Gowr, the ancient royal city, to this day
the wonder of Bengal, is about 20 kofs fouth weft of this
place. It was the metropolis of Bengal before their con-
queft by the Mahommedans; after that it became the re-
fidence of the Nabobs of Bengal. Great part of the walls
of this ancient city are now ftanding, as alfo feveral
magnificent gateways and mofques ; exhibiting the utmoft
degree of grandeur, though now faft falling into ruin. I
went to fee this famous place laft February, and have
given a more particular account of it in my journal.

Near to this is the place called Malda, but it is properly
AMaldhabe. It is a compound Perfian word, fignifying
the « Hole of wealth”” The name was given by the
Mahommedans, and, I believe with very great propriety.
I am apt to think it was a part of the antient Gowr.
Some of the greateft of the Hindoo Rajahs, lived in this

diftri€. The place where I refide, Modonabatée (erroneoufly -
written
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written Mudnabatty) derived its name from one Rajah
Modon, who lived here.’ {You muft obferve that the
names of all perfons and places here, have a meaning.
« Modon,” is a Shanfcrit- word, fignifying very beautiful,
s¢ Boteé,” is likenefs. 'The name of the place is literally
in Englith, the image of beauty. We have two or three
large ftones, belonging to the pillars of his heufe ; and
part of the Indigo works here, were built with bricks,
dug out of the earth. The place where brother Thomas
lived, called Moypauldiggy, but properly Mobeepaldeergho)
took its name from Rajah Mbobeepal. His name fignified,
Nourifber of the earth. Deergho, added thereto, has refpedt
to. an amazing Jarge tank which he dug., ¢ Decrgho™
fignifies long.  This tank is pearly a mile long. The
large houfe at Moypaul, and the Indigo works, were built
with bricks of an uncommon fize, dug from the pave-
ments which led dewn to the water. This Rajah Moheepal
was a very great man ; he is mentioned in the Mahab-
harat; which makes him to have lived feveral thoufand
yearago. ,

About feven cofs N. E. of this place, are two ancient
pillars ftanding, faid to be the remains of the houfe of
Ban Rajah. « Ban,” is an arrow.This Rajah is faid to have
had a thoufand arms ; by which means he ufed to difcharge
five hundred arrows at once! Brother Carey has often
told the people that Ban Rajah muft certainly have looked
like a fpider. By the pillars, and the adjacent pavements

- which I have examined, his buildings appear to have been
of an aftonithing extent. He married the daughter of
Rajah Moheepal, abovementioned. From Ban’s houfe is a
large public road, faid to extend’to the kingdom of Affam.
‘This road went over the river Tanguan, where yet are
the remains of a large ftone bridge of feveral arches. 1
have gone up and down this river morethan twenty times ;
have examined the flones, and find them engraved with.
Hindoo deities. #ar and time have deftroyen thefe great
men: their names and the works, have almoft perifhed
with them. . I however hope to fee the beginning of 2
kingdom here, which fhall never be deftroyed.  The king
thereof thallreign in righteoufnefs. Bengal is naturally
a fine country; and under Ais government it thall bloffem
as the rofe! - Oh, theu King of Righteoufnefs and Peace ;
take thé Heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft .

~ parts of the earth for thy poffefion! Mce thinks 1 hear
' M4 ' - my



168 LETTERS FROM INDIA,

my brother Rippon fay, ¢ Amen. Thy kingdom come.*
—Blefled be the” Lord who helpeth one of the meaneft
and unworthieft of his fervants ! 1 have now got over moft
of my fears and difficulties with refpectto the Janguage.
Often have I been apprehenfive that I fhould never preach
in Bengallee. But the Lord hath enabled me o to do
three or four times 2 week, ever fince laft June. I find
I am making a daily improvement in this important part
of my Miflionary work.-<I have fometimes been afraid
that my dear friends in England might be difcouraged,
through our want of fuccefs. But you; my Dear Brother
‘well know that more able minifters than we have preached
in vain to thoufands. The Apoftles did not convert a
fingle foul,  but as the Lord wrought with them. Per-
haps there are fome, even in'your congregation, who have
heard the Gofpel longer than any Hindoo, or Muffelman
has heard it in this country, and yet have not believed to
the falvation of their fouls. In the day of the Lord’s
power, his enemies fhall become his willing fubjeéts. Our
God fball become the God of the whole earth. Amidft
all difcouragements, I believe it fhall be even as the Lord
hath fpoken. It gives us no fmall pleafure that we have
a monthly opportunity of preaching to a few Europeans
at Dinagepore, the metropolis of this diftrict. All the
gentlemen there fhew us no fmall kindnefs.

The books you lately fent to Mr, * * * *, were foon
difpofed of. Ihave never feen him yet ; but he wrote me, to
inform me of what you had fent. I bought fome of them,
and wanted feveral more for our good friends at Malda 5
but they were all difpofed of betore my letter reached
Calcutta. A circumftance this that affords me much
pleafure. Thave got the 2nd Vol. of the Baptift Regifter,
but no fucceeding Number ; pray fend #// that fallow. As
foon as ever one is printed, think upon your poor brethres
in India; you might fend them by any fhip. I with you
would not only.give us the minutes of each aflociation,
but alfo thelettersat full length®. This would render your
valuable work, much, very much more fo. Such ex-
cellent epiftles, as many of them are, ought not to be loft.

1 fhall fubjoin a bymn compofed in Bangallee, by Brother
Carey, and which I have tranflated into Englith. We
fing itin time of Bengallee worfhip to Helmfley tune.

® Itisintended to publith large extra@s from the maoft interciting of thofe
angual publications.~Enitox, the
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the Englith of it will go very well to the. fame.
Perhaps it may not be unacceptable for the Regifter. Oh
that all who fing it on earth, may at laft fing the praifes of
Jefus around the throne in Heaven !—Pray for the poor
Hindoos and Muffelmans! Pray for us who- are fent unto
them; weare praying for you, and longipg to hear from
you. Will Captain Applegarth ever come again to In«
dia? I fhould like to fee him. Remember me to Mr.
Lepard, with continued refpeds ; and believe me, My
dear brother,
Very affe&tionately yours, .
J- FounTtaln,

ey o oF o ol

THE PENITENT’S PRAYER AND RESOLVE.

Compofed in Bengallee, by w. carey. Tranflated inso Englfe
by ;. FOUNTAIN.

KuapeeTAaR NEpepaNn O NEvam.

DOIYA koro Aamar Qopor
Obh’ha Jefus B’hogoban !
Toomee Norar Rokya-kurta
Soono Aamar Nebedan
Soono Jefus
Soono Aamar Nebedan.
Aamee bore Ohporad’hee
Aamor Papar boro b’har
Shorgar kab’ho Shoktee noli’ha
Aamor Mookto kofeebar.
Jefus Ch’hara kah’ho noh*ha
Shoktee Mookto kofeebar.
Papar Beefsta Mon nofsto
D’hormo Ghan Q kech’ho noh’ha
D’hormo dungihecft-thokel pamor
Shorgar ngta‘kamom
Papar dungfhon-amon nofsto
Shorgar Ookto kamona.
Seoneyach’hee Mungolakan
Sooneyach’hee toomor Nam
Toomee kota hoofkho piaya
Kofeeyach’hee Pofeetran.
Norar Nofsto Baran karon
Kofeeyach’hee Pofeetran.
“ Soone-
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¢¢ Saono-Mano-fhokol Papee
¢ Soono foono Oodhar h’hoe
« Keech’ho kerona belimba
¢« Akon B’hoktee kofeeo
¢« Kal jogta‘ch’ha Kal joytach’ha
% Akon B’hoktee kofe:o.
« Tokon toomra, tokon Aamee
¢ Khama Piaya, Piaya Tran
¢ Shob’ha h’hiya Shorgo St’tana
« Kofeeboo tar ftobar Gan
¢« Aamra giaboo Hallelujah,
¢ Chrift o koran pofeetran.
TZRANSLATION.
JESUS now have pity on me ;
Shew the mercy of a God!
Thou art guilty man’s preferver ;
Hear me through thy -precious blood !,

Jefus hear me 5
Hear me through thy precious blood.

Truly I am very guilty ;
Sinymoﬁ heavgrr %ks g’n me!
None on earth—and none in glory
But thyfelf—can fet me free.
Jefus free me ;
T hou alone canft fet me free.
All my foul with fin is poifon’d;
I am full of wicked leaven;
Holinefs deftroyed ! I'm finful !
How can I be fit for heaven?
Iamfinfal;
How can I be fit for heaven;
1 have heard thy precious Gofpel 3
I have heard thy gracious name ;
Oh ! how boundlefs were thy fufferings,
Wrretched finners to redeem !
Poor loft finners !
‘Wrretched finners to redeem.!

Thou haft given an invitation
To all finners in diftrefs :

I will come~—and call on others—
To receive thine offer’d grace.

¢ Coume, poor finners !

“ And receive the offer’d grace.
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k ¢« Now regard the invitation ;
« Hearken, hearken, and be free;
¢ Stay for nothing—do not linger.
¢ Truft his word and faved be.
¢ Time is going !
“ Truft his wordand faved be.
« Then fhall all of us together,
« (Having free falvation got)
% In the heavenly world affembled,
¢¢ Sing the wonders grace hath wrought.
¢ This our chorus—Hallelujah ;
¢¢ Chrift hath our falvation wrought.”
N. B. Thhe fifth verfe is not in the original. You will
ebferve there is no juft tranfition from the fourth to the
fixth. " I therefore introduced it to fupply the deficiency.
' = g

~I

LETTERS

ADDRESSED BY
THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY

TO THUEIR RESPECTIVE FRIENDS.

DEAR SIR, :

HE Committec of THE BAPTIST SOCIETY FOR
PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL AMONG THE
HEATHEN take the liberty of ftating to you the fol-
lowing particulars—Having been repeately folicited by
their brethen in India to fend -out more Miffionaries, they
have this year been enabled to comply with their re-
quefts. Four amiable apd intelligent young men, three
of whom are married, fet fail, with. their wives and
children, on May 25, 1799, One of them, William
Ward, is a young Minifter, fent qut by the newly-formed
Baptift Church at Hull, now under the paftoral care of
Mr. Lyon. Befides his defire to preach the gofpel to the
heathen, he hopes to be ufeful in another capacity, having
been- by profeflion a Printer. The other three, Jothua
Mairfthman, William Grant, and Daniel Brunfdon, are
members of the Church at Broad-Mead, Briftol, under
the paftoral care of Dr. Ryland. . They all poffefs pro-
mifing talents for the miniftry; and fome of them an
ardent thirft for acquiring languages. The whole com-

pany,
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pany, including wives and childern, amounted to twelve
The Captaia of the fhip in which they have taken their
paflage, is a religious man, and has the obje&t much at
heart, Letters have been received from them fince
their departure, dated June 13, 1799, off Cape Fini-
fterre, giving information of ' their being all comfortably
well; of the Captain joining with them in his turn in
morning and evening prayer; and of their having,
through his influence, public worfhip on thé Lord’s day
wpon deck, when one of the Miflionaries preaches to the
ihi{’s company.

“Letters have alfo been lately received from India up to
'ﬁnuary 1799, the contents of which are—that our
Miffionaries are all well; that the Printing-prefs which
had been procured was prefented by a friend to the
-Society, and was fetting up at Mudnabatty ; that the
natives who had profefled to believe the gofpel continued
to afford hopes. of the fincerity of their profeffion; that
‘public worthip was ﬁatedl{ carried on, not only at the
place of their refidence, but monthly at Malda, and
Dinagepore, where Europeans as well as natives ufually
attend, and it is hoped with fome good ¢ffedt; that the
fchool, confifting of forty children, continued to be kept
up; that' another fchool upon the fame plan was pro-
pofed to be opened at Dinagepore, by Mr. Fernandez, a
gentleman who loves the gofpel, and has already been at
-confiderable expenfe in promoting it; that handfome
fubfcriptions have been made by European gentlemen in
India for carrying their undertakings into effe; and
finally, that the Society might expeét to be drawn upon
in the courfe of a year to the amount of 2,000/, for the
printing of the New Teftament.

« At the clofe of the laft year’s accompts the whole pro-
perty of the Society amounted to 2893. 6. 814 The
“expenfes of fending out the laft Miflionaries, including
previeus journies, books, and all other neceffaries,
will amount, it is' fuppofed te upwards of 1,600/
When to this is added drafts to the amount of £.2000 for
the tranflation, befides the increafed annual allowance for
the fupport of the Miffionaries, you will perceive the ne-
‘ceflity to which the fociety is reduced of making known’
its wants. They feel the lefs relutance in’doing}thi’s, in
as much as they are confcious of having conduéted mat-
ters.on as economical a plan as was confiftent with pro«

priety,
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ptiety, and are perfuaded that the friends of true religion,
throughout the kingdom, are-fatished of the importince
of the objeéts, and of the care and fidelity of the men to
whom'the exccution is commitced. They reflect with
pleafure, alfo, that -having never folicited fubfcriptions
beyond their neceflities, and in fome inftances declined ac«
cepting them when offered, from what they confidered as
almoft exceflive generofity, they have been- kindly re-
quefted, if on any occalion circumitances fhould require
{pecial affiftance, to make known their wants.

They arc aware of the necefiities of others engaged in
the Tame common caufe, particularly of the London Soci-
ety, with whom, in their late painful and heavy lofs,
they fincerely fympathize, and donot with to receive any
thing, from any quarter, which may injure them; but
they truft, from the benevolent fpirit which has hitherte
been manifefted, there will be found 4 fufficiency for all.

.Many of our friends have already contributed towards
the printing of the New Teftament; but there are, doubt-
Tefs, many others who have not; and the whole amount of
the donations for this fpecific object, at the clofe of the
laft year’s accounts, was no morethan £.974 13.

'If, ‘dear fir, it be fuitable for you, or any of your con-
nexions, to lend your affitance on the prefent occafion,
in any form,-or to any degree you think proper, by tranf-
mitting the amount to the Treafurer, Mr: Kihg at Bir-
mingham, or to the Secretaryat Kettering, as it fhall
ke moft conveniént, you will oblige your brethren and
fellow-labourers in the Gofpel, as well as contribute te
the prormotion of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jefus Chritt,

Signed on behalf the Committee,

Auguft 7, 1799. ANDREW FULLER, Secretarye

A AP LT

DEAR SIR,

THE Comnmittee of the BapT1sT MIsstoNARY
Soc1ETY having received letters from their brethren in
India, think it their duty to itate the leading particulars
to the friends of the undertaking. On the arrival
of the laft Miflionaries, they were, according' to the
laws of the Eaft-India Company, requi.ed to appear
before the police at Caleutta. Underftanding that i;a

cafe
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&afe of their compliance they would not be permitted te
join their brethren in the Britith territories, they declined
it, and remained at the Danifh fettlement of Serampour,
about fiftcen miles above Calcutta, where they had
landed. The governor there received them with great
kindnefs ;. gave them full liberty to fettle, and fet up
their printing-prefs ; promifing them paflports to travel in-
to any parts of India. The queftion now was, If the newly
arrived Miffionaries could not be permitted to join their
brethren, fhould not their brethren leave their prefent
fituation and join them ? The folution of it was trying,
Brother Carey, at the time, writes thus :—In little"
more than i month’s time, I'fhall be free from my tem-
poral engagements at Mudnabatty. At Serampour we
may be prote&ted by government ; whereas here we can
only live by connivance. No obftruction will there lie
againft fetting up the prefs, and there brother Ward can
have the dire@ion of it; whereas here we fhould not
only be deprived of his important affiftance, but imay be
obliged to take it down after we have eftablithed it. In
that part of the country, there are at Jeaft two inhabitants
to one in this; and other Miffionaries may there be
permitted to join us, which here, it feems, they will not.
'On the other hand, I have engaged in an indigo concern,
with a defign of providing for the Miffion ; to relinquith
which will be a lofs og five hundred pounds. When
I have paid that, I fhall not have a rupee to live upon,
except by anticipating the next year’s allowance. At
Serampour, rent will be very high; and how can we fub-
fit 7 Here we have formed a Church, and God has given
us two Europeans as our hise; alfo a confiderable num-
ber of the natives have fome light, thouﬁh the converfion
of any is uncertain. The fchool—the ftate of things at
Dinagepore—the expenfe which a removal will bring
upon our friends at home, &c. &c.*’ !
. Upon the whole they came to a refolution to remove,
and join with the newly arrived brethren at Serampour.
Early in January of the prefent year, they arrived at that
place: the Governor kindly received them., Finding
houfe-rent very high, and having the offer ‘of a houfe
fituated by the river fide, with two acres of land, which
would anfwer every purpofe, they purchafed it for the
fociety, for fix thoufand rupees, or about eight hundred -
pounds. The rent in about four years would have
‘ amounted



BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY 175

amounted to the purchafe money. They have here room
~ for a printing office, a fchool, and a place of worfhip,
befides accommodations for the Miffionaries. Mr. Carey
intends pdying occafional vifits to Dinagepour.” The
whole company will not be able to fubfift with lefs than
fix hundred pounds per annum: but they propofe em-
ploying their printing-prefs, and keeping an European
School for their fupport, which in a little time may con-
fiderably leflen the expence to the public. One of the
_agreements into which they have entered with each other,
is, that no one individual fhall follow ahy trade or purfuit
for his own %rivate intéreft; but whatever is gained fhall
go into the common ftock. At prefent the lofs attending
their removal, the purchafe of the houfe, their immediate
fupport, and the printing of the New Teftament, will
o nearly to the exhaufting of the fund of the Society.
he Committee feel as Mr. Carey did, on account of the
heavinefs of the expence; but they are happy that the ge-
nerefity of the religious public has enabled them to meet
it. They feel alfo for the relinquifhment of their former
pofts: yet, confidering their little apparent fuccefs after
{ix years labour, they are not fure that it.is not defirable
to try another fituation. It is their opinion that, all
things ‘confidercd, the miflionaries could not have alted
better than they have. It affords them fatisfaction, that
their' brethen have conduéted themfelves on this trying
occafion as became Chriftians. Their letters contain na
refle®ions ; and it is hoped no refle&ions will be made.
‘The Government at Calcutta doubtles proceeded according
to the laws of the Company. The Committee could have
withed their brethren to have lived under the thadow of
Britith proteion, till they had proved themfelves un-
worthy of it ; but if it muft be otherwife, they doubt not
but that the Lord has fome wife and good ends to anfwer
by it, and therefore cheerfully acquiefce in his difpen~

fation. » ) :
The fmall degree of fuccefs which has hitherto attend-
ed their efforts, does not difpirit the Committee ; and they
hope it will not difpirit their friends. It is not unufual
for God to try his fervants by a long and continued with- .
holding of his blefling. Perhaps if fuccefs had in a little
time crowned.our endeavours, though in words we might
have glcribed it to the arm of the Lord, yet we might
fecretly have attributed fomething to an arm of ﬁl%[h,
' or
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- Nor ought we to efteem it a light thing, that the gofpel
has made its way-into the confciences of a good number
of the natives, Brahmmans, as well as the lower orders ;
that feveral of them, whatever be the -iffue, have ap-
peared to receive it in the love of it; that fome Euro-
peans have been favingly wrought upon; and that the
Holy Scriptures will %‘mrtly be read in the Bengallee
tongue. The New Teftament will immediately be
printed; and we hope the Old Teftament will fhortly
follow. We cannot but confider thefe acquifitions, if
nothing elfe were accomplithed by the prefent undertak-
ing, as more than equal to all the labour and expence
that have been employed.

Itis a fatisfa&ion, too, that our brethren themfelves are
not ditheartened. “ This,” as brother Brunfdon writes,
¢ was none of our contrivance. We-did not think of
this when we left England. The Lord orders all things
after the counfel of his own will. We are not difcou- -
raged. Surely he would not have granted us fuch favour
as he has in the eyes of the Governor, if he had nothing
here for us to do.  He conftantly attends divine worfhip
with us, and his attention to the truth is ferious.”

Finally, It is a fatisfaction to us to obferve, in what -
manner Mr. Carey writes of his new affociates. Mr.
Brunfdon he had not feen, as he was neceflarily abfent
on.a vifit to Mr. Thomas, for the recovery of Mrs.
Brunfdon’s health; but he fays, ¢ Mrs. B.’s health is

_much reftored, and all concur in-the higheft encomiums
on both him and her. Brother Ward is juft the man we
wanted : he enters into the work with his whole foul. I
have much pleafure in himy.and expe&t much from him.
Brother Marfhman is diligent and prudent. His wifealfo
is a prudent and amiable woman. Learning the language
is eafy to him. I believe all their hearts are entirely fet
upon their work.” '

" They, and their undertaking, however, are objeéls of
ridicule, among fcorners ; and were they not fupported
from above, their hearts muft fink. ¢ Europeans every
where laugh at us, (fays brother Ward, at the time when
alt hopes of their being permitted to join their brethren
on the Britith territories were at an end) and God feems
to cover himfelf with impenetrable clouds.” Brother
Brunsdon fpeaks of the fame thing ; but adds, *“'Ido not
wonder that fuch men fhould think the attempt a foolifh
ene : having never felt the influence of divine truth, how

8
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is it poflible they fhould know the effe@s it will produce
on thofe who receive it in the love of it? The thingsof
the Spirit of God are-foolithnefs to them ; neither can
they know them. The arguings of fuch men never raife
any doubts in my mind about the fulfilment of the divine
promifes. ‘They only prove their own ignorance of divine
things, and the: native enmity of the heart to every thing
thatis holy. To be fureit is kind in them to diffuade us
from fuch fruitlefs, unprofitable purfuits : and to counfel
us to dire&t our attention to fomething that will turd to
better account: but as our ideas of the greatsf gain
are fa widely different from theirs, 1 truft they are likely
to be as uanlcce{'sful with us, as they fuppdfe we fhall be
with the Hindoos.” ' .
Men of this defcription defpifed the work of Ged-in
former ages, afking with difdain, #/hbat do thefe feeble Fews ?
* Yet the wall was built, even in troublous times. /¢ may
be the Lord will look on our affiiélion, and turn their
reproaches into bleffings.  Think upon us, Ob our God, for
good! Fellow Chriftians I—to your generous contribu-
tions, add your earneft prayers. Qur firength is in the
Lord that made-héaven and earth. '

Signed on behalf of the Commuttee.

ANDREW FULLER, Secretary.
04. 7, 1799.

.P.S. It was agreed-at the committee-meeting at North»
ampton, Sep. 16, 1800, that the minifters of the com-
mittee (and other members of .the fociety who choofe it)
would fpend one hour in united prayer for the profperity
of the miffion, each in his own houfe, every Tuefday at-
ter the monthly prayer-meeting, between the ‘hours of
10 and 11 in the forenoon.

‘Subfcriptions or donations to’ the Baptift Mifficnary
~ Society, are received by Mr. Burls; 12, Winchefter-
fireet; Rev. Mr. Button, 24, Paternofter-row ;-  Mr.
Summers, 98, New Bond-ftreet, LoNnDoN,; Rev. Mr.
Birt, Plymouth Dock; Rev. Mr. Cherry, Wellington;
Rev. Mr. Fawcett, Ewood "Hall, néar Halifax; Rev..
. Mr. Fuller, Kettering ; Mr. King; Birmingham ; Rev.
Mr. Hinten, Oxford; Rev. Mr. Evans, Abingdon ; and
by Dr. Ryland, Briftol. .
"Dxc. 1800.] N Such
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Such as are difpofed to remember this Miffionary Secisty
in their willsy may ufe the following form of bequeft :

ITem. I give and bequeath unto. A. B. and C. D. the
fum of upon truft, to the intent that
they, or either ‘of them, pay the fame to the treafurer
for the time being, of the Particular Baptiff Society, for
promoting the Gofpel amang the Heathen ; for-the ufe and
fupport of ‘the faid Society ;- and his receipt thall be a full
and fufficient difcharge for the fame. '

SPEECH*
A TUSCORORA WOMAN,

At areligious Conference at Oneida,among the North American
Indians.

FATHER AND -BRETHREN, : _
ATTEND to me a few moments: I anr not wife,
£ A nor can I'fpeak much; I will fay a little, and give.
thanks to God. : ‘
"You may have obferved, that for fome time paft I have
walked in bitternefs of fpirit, and with a heavy heart.
. 'The reafon is this :~—1t feems to me as if I carried about
the fins of my youth, and they are a heavy burden; 1
wonder they have not crufhed me,-and funk me down
into hell long before now. Indeed they would crufh me
in a moment, but the Almighty Jefus upholds me ¥
I will try to explain myfelf a little more, my brethren,
that you may fee how my mind feels towards God, and
why my fins have borne me down for fo long a time. AU
the fins of my youth, and efpecially - thofe fince I firft
heard of the Great God and Jefus Chnft, rife up at
times, and appear all alive before me, and I am fwallow-
ed up in wonder. - Yea, all amazement, that God fhould
call me, after I had been fo long in fin |
I praife God the Father and %efus Chrift, that he hath
fent his gofpel of light in our Indian territoties, which
are all darknefs as to Ipiritual things.

* This fpeech, copied in the hand-writing of the latc gx;eat'and éminent:
John Thoraton, ¢fq. o Clapham, isin poficlion of the Editer of the Baptift
;'qety.

1 will
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I will try, my brethren, to be yet more explicit, and
tell you juft how matters arc with me. Why, my heart
weeps for my fins, and I abhor myfelf, and am afhamed
before God. I fee that God is great and excellent. He
is all worthy! but here words fail me; they are na
match, becaufe there is no telling 'how much God is
-worth, nor how lovely he is in himfelf,

The holy angels and faints above, praife him conti-
nually, and try to tell how great God is, and what Jefus
hath done. T'hey do right in thus exalting God. [t is
j(;ﬁ and reafonable ‘that they fhould always thus' exalt.

od, :

Well, my brethren, I fee that all my fins have been
againft this great, holy, and good God ! (Here her fpirit
was fo overwhelmed—fhe made a paufe for fome time—
then proceeded) I weep becaufe I have finned againft the
holy and great God ; and that I ftill carry about with me
a heart that is contrary to the mind of the holy God, and
his fon Jefus Chrift.” I have, as it were, caft dirt and
mire, and thereby ftained the name of God! i

The fins of us who are the profeffed friends of reli-
gion, have been.the occafion of others making light of
God. -We have, as it were, darkened God’s glory, and
trodden his word and ordinances into the mire ; and now
poor blind finners fay, that God is good for nothing '—the
Chriftian’s God is not worth any thing—he is not fuch a
God as fometimes minifters teil of, and thofe communi-
cants have pretended. O! my brethren, this grieves me
to my inmoft foul. O! how exceedingly wicked it isto
fay any thing againft the great and holy God!

As to.my part, fometimes I fee that Jefus can wath
away all the ftain and filth I have caft at God. Then
my heart rejoices, and I caft my foul down at the feet of
Jefus, and fay, O Lord, here I am, do juft what thou
pleafeft with me ; .I know thou can’ft not do any thing
wrong ; .all is ever right that thou doeft.

$F In prefenting our readers: with the following pleafing

Jpecimen, we feel additional fatisfaction in the affurance,

that Mr. Cover has been encouraged to prepare an ac-

count of the probable reafons of the non-fuccefs of

the Otabeitean Miffion, together” with fRetches of bis

journey-to New South Wales, and his voyage from
thengg 1o England,

- N2 THE





