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BRETHREN AND FATHERS,
'IN the courfe of your Anniverfaries, the Flower
of the denomination to which we belong have
appeared before you; and what article of intereft-
ing confideration have they omitted! When I think
of the fubjets of their addrefs, and the great names
who have difcuffed them; I have feared that it might
not be within the compafs of my ability to bring into
your affembly any topic at all fuited to this occa-
fion. Butit occurred to me at length, that there is
one fubje& quite untouched—yet this, unhappily for
me, a fubjett of prodigious magnitude, which in-
volves difficulties, requires materials ancient and
modern, with catalogues of names, and volumes of

# This Effay, to which the ¢candour of the Briftol Education
Society gave publication, is fomewhat abridged in the Regifter,
but is printed at large in a pamphlet by itfelf, which includes
feveral paragraphs here omitted, that had appeared before in
preceding numbers of this periodical work.

Ff g3 chara&ter;
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charalter; fo that now my embarraffiment was greater
than before : I refer To TaE HisTorY OF THE Bar-
TIST ACADEMY, AT BrisToL. This I am not pre-
pared to give; but I have prevailed on myfelf to look
towards the fubje. And if I may be fuffered to avail
myfelf of a few papers which have already appeared
in print—to give a portrait inftead of a long length
piCture—to hint as it may fuit, without detailing—
and to introduce names with or without charater ;
then, relying on the plenitude of your candor, I
fhall, after making a few prefatory remarks on the
Jormer ftate of religion and learning among us, at-
tempt an Effay towards an Hiftory of this inftitution
from ,its‘ beginning.

Were 1 to unite what we contemplate with any
fele& portion of feripture, and to preach a fermon,
I thould remind you of a glowing promile in the
45th Plalm, 16th verfe. Inffead of thy Fathers Jball
be thy Children, whom thou mayeft make Princes in all
the Earth. _

Thefe animating ftrains feem to be addrefled to
the Meffiah, for the confolation of his bride, whofe
trouble was anticipated that it might be leflened. And
they teach us, by implication, that among the diftreffes
of the children of Zion, fome of the moft pungent
would arife from the death of thofe anceftors and
friends of Chrift, who in their generations were dif-

 tinguithed by a truly paternal regard to the whole
church. But that the myftical head, and the mem-
bers of his body might have fupport under their
forrows,
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forrows, aflurances are here given, that when David
and Solomon, and the holy Prophets were no more,
the Apofiles and other good men fhould be raifed
up in their ftead---that ¢ when the Jews were broken
off from the Olive tree, the Gentiles fhould be
grafted into it;” after which a fruitful progeny
fhould arife from the Redeemer’s groans, whofe wif-
dom and integrity, whofe piety and zeal, whofe gene-
rofity to men and power with God, fhould capacitate
them honorably to fill the ftations of their anceftors,
and to thed, in their fucceffive generations, an influ-
ence which fhall, at laft, felicitate the Globe.

But as Hiftory and not Prophecy folicits our at-
tention to day, I fhall waive a farther confideration
of this beautiful predi&tion, requefting, however,
leave to carry the couplet with me as the motto of
our difcourfe,

While our Antipzdobaptift forefathers were in-
termingled among other denominations of Chriftians,
and had not yet formed diftin& and feparate focie-
ties ; their religion and learning muft be eftimated,
in general, by the piety and erudition of ‘thofe good
men, to whom they were affetionately united, and
with whom they worfhipped. We had at that time
literary men, whofe abilities refleGted honor en
themfelves, and on the caufe they efpoufed; and of
thefe, fome who ranked high among the learned
were difpofed to teach. Such, however, was the
unfettled ftate of affairs in the Proteorate, and fo
great the perfecutions of our brethrenr and other

Ff 4 nonconr
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nonconformifts afterwards, from the Reftoration in
1660, till the glorious Revolution in 1688, that we
muft not be furprifed if we find no fplendid Seini-
naries of learning among the Baptifts, or any other
Proteftant Diffenters in thofe early days. Indeed
feveral of the ejected or filenced minifters, in diffe-
rent counties, took under their care a few young
men of promifing abilities for the miniftry, and, with-
out regard to our diftinguifhing fentiments, affifted
them in their preparatory {tudies for facred fervice.
Senior Pazdobaptilts helped junior Antipedobap-
tifts, and venerable minifters of the Baptift denomi-
nation were the tutors of amiable Paxdobaptifts.

It is not eafy for me to fay with precifion, how
early in the laft century owr learned brethren, in
this country, began, among themfelves, to educate
their juniors for the work of the miniftry. Though
it is certain, if they hgd not been much inclined to
it before, the aét of uniformity in’ 1662, made it ne-
ceffary for them to turn their attention to this objeét.
For now the feats of learning were made fo difficult
of accefs by oaths and fubfcriptions, as to prevent
the admiffion of the wife and good, who were of
nonconforming principles.

The earlieft Baptift Preceptor of whom I have any
account, is the famous Mr, John Tombes, of Bewd-
ley, Worcefterfhire ; a man whofe attainments fitted
him for any ftation in which learning and piety were
requifite. The noted Mr. Wall, in his elaborate Hif-
tory of Infant Baptifm fays, that < of the profefled

l A_ntipaedobaptiﬁs,
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Antipazdobaptifts, Mr. Tombes was a man of the beft
parts in our. nation, and perhaps in any other.”
And Dr. Calamy’s honorable teftimony of him is,
that he was a perfon ¢ whom all the world muft own
to have been a refpe@table man, and an excellent
fcholar.” This learned divine, about the year 1650,
took under his tuition three amiable ‘young men;.
Mr. Boylfton, of whom no particulars are in my
pofleflion ; Mr. Richard Adams, and Mr. John Ec-
cles. Mr. Adams in 1662 was cjefted from his
living at Humberftone in Leicefterfhire, was after-
wards paftor of the Baptift church near Devonthire-
fquare, London; and at length died in a good old
age. Mr, Eccles became paftor of the Baptift church
at Bromfgrove, fuffered much for nonconformity,
preached the Gofpel there and at Coventry near fixty
years with reputation, and died honorably in the
year 1711.

By a manufcript letter in my pofleffion, dated
London, the 2d of the 8th month 1675, many
copies of which were fent to the churches in the
country, I find that our minifters of London invited
their brethren of the Baptift perfuafion, throughout
England and Wales, to meet the following May, in
the metropolis, with a view to form a plan for the
providing an orderly ftanding miniftry in the church,
who might give themfelves to reading and ftudy, and
fo become able minifters of the New Teftament.
This letter is figned by moft of the London paftors,
among whom were the learned Daniel Dyke, Wil-

liam
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liam Collins, Henry Forty, and William Kiffin. The
refult of this propofal I am yet to learn.

It is of general publicity, that the minifters and
meflengers of more than 100 baptized congregations
in England and Wales met, in a General Affembly at
London, in September 1689, to confult the good
of the whole denomination. At this convention they
refolved to raife a fund or ftock, for the advantage
of churches who were not able to maintain thejr own
paftors or teachers,—for fending duly qualified minif-
ters from the city and the country, to vifit the
churches, and to preach the gofpel where it was not
at that time publithed,s—and for aflifting members of
churches who had promifing gifts, were found in
fundamentals, and inclined to ftudy, in attaining to
the knowledge of the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.
Towards thefe benevolent purpofes, different con-
gregations made colle@ions, and among them the
church in the Pithay, Briftol, fent up by the hands of
their paftor, the renowned Andrew Gifford, thirty
pounds.

About four months. after the General Aflembly had
met, our brethren, from the church at Plymouth,
wrote a letter to the metropolis (the original is before
me) with which they remit to the truftees of the
fund a colle&tion of 271. 35. 8d. and a promife of
nine pounds per annum, to be entirely difpofed of iz
the education of young miniffers---obferving that if this
contribution were applied to the general ufes of the
fund, and not to the very purpofe for which it was
colleCted, no more would be fent. . This letter con-

tains
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tains the recommendation of a Baptift ftudent, af
Brifiol. As he was the very firft, of whom I have
any account, who was educated in this city, though
not on our prefent foundations, a fhort account of
him may be admiffible.

This young man was Mr. Richard Sampfon, a
member of the church at Plymouth. He had been
for fome time devoted to the attainment of claffical
knowledge, before the meeting of the General Af-
fembly in 1689, Yet application was made to the
truftees of the propofed fund in London, requefting
that he might remain at Briftol two or three years
longer, and have the expences of his board and edu-
cation defrayed. It feems the petition was granted.

His tutor was a Mr. Thomas in this city, of whom
we learn from Dr. Calamy, that he was a minifter
at Briftol in Oliver’s time, and continued fo after-
terwards, was invited to conform by confiderable
offers in Wales, but refufed to the laft. He was
educated at Oxford, trained -up many for the mi-
niftry, and died at Briftol in 1693.

After Mr. Sampfon had finithed his ftudies, he
became paftor of the Baptift church at Exeter, in
1692. Under his labours, certain records inform
us, that the congregation flourifhed greatly, fo that
the meeting-houfe would not hold above half the
people who fometimes affembled. Mr. Sampfon was
much efteemed by Sir Ifaac Newton ; and fo ftrong
was his memory, that one day, when the converfa-
tion turned on the depriving good men again of their

bibles,
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bibles, Sir Ifaac faid, they cannot poffibly deprive
Mr. Sampfon of his, for he has it all treafured up
within him. Mr. Richard Sampfon died at Exeter,
in 1716. His fon was, for many years, paftor of
the church at Tiverton, where his grandfon, well
known to fome prefent, now refides---I mean James
Sampfon, Efg; late his Majefty’s conful general to
the Dey of Algiers, and then in 1770, to the Em-
peror of Morocco, -at Tetuan,

From the death of Mr. Thomas at Briftol, in 1693,
our candidates for the miniftry, fo far as I can learn,
were educated in London, at Taunton, Tewkefbury,
and elfewhere. Hitherto I have no proof of the ex-
iftence of any permanent fociety among the Baptifts,
for the education of young minifters.

But here with peculiar pleafure and veneration we
introduce the name of TerriL., the father and
founder of the Baptift Academy in this city.

Mr. Epwarp TerriLL was born about March,
1635. The good work of grace was begun in his
foul when he was 19 years of age. He afterwards
kept a reputable fchool in this city : was baptized in
1659, and, after becoming a member of the church
in Broadmead, was called to the office of preaching
elder. He was feveral times, with many other mem-
bers of the fame church, for the fake of a good con-
{cience, imprifoned in the Newgate at Briftol; en-
dured his perfecutions as a good foldier of Jefus, and
died before July 25, 1686, when the church met at
Sifter Terrill’s, as the Broadmead records exprefs

it,
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it, to chufe “ a ruling elder, in the place of dear bro-
ther Terrill deceafed.” This excellent perfon was
doubtlefs a competent judge of the advantages
which refult to men in common, and to minifters in
particular, from a good education. And it pleafed
God to put it into his heart, to promote this objett.
He left fomething confiderable to the paftor of the
church in Broadmead, for the time being, under
the following conditions: ¢ Provided he be an holy
man, well fkilled in the Greek and Hebrew tongues,
in which the fcriptures were originally written ; and
devote three¢ afternoons in the week to the inftruc-
tion of any number of young ftudents, not exceed-
ing twelve, who may be recommended by the
churches, in the knowledge of the original languages,
and other literature.” And out of the eftate be-
queathed to the paftor of the church, he left ten
pounds per annum, to be applied to the ufe of any
ftudent that might need it, and be approved of by
his truftees. But though Mr. Terrill died in 1685
or 1686, it has been faid, that the eftate did not
come into hand till about the year 1717.

It is not quite certain that either Mr, Thomas Vauxe,
the paftor, inr 1687, or Mr. Peter Kitterell, his fuccef-
for, in 1707, were cle&ted into their office under the
limitation of the above claufe; but by a letter in which
Dr. Evans favoured me with a brief account of
Broadmead church, I learn, that ¢ Mr. CaLEB JorE
was chofen to educate young men, as well as to
aflit Mr. Kitterell”” This probably was in the year

1710
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1710 or 1711, Of Mr. Jope I can obtain but little
information from the invaluable records of Broad-
mead. But I have gathered from divers manuferipts,
that he was intimately acquainted with Plymouth
church, refided in the beginning of his ftudies at
Trowbridge, and from thence removed to Tewk{bury,
under the tuition of Mr. Jones, whofe feminary was
at that time defervedly in high repute, and produced,
befides other noted perfons, Mr. Pearfall, of Taun-
ton; Dr. Chandler, and Dr. Gifford, of London ;
Dr. Butler, afterwards Bithop of Briftol and Durham
and alfo the late learned and refpe&able Dr. Secker,
Archbithop of Canterbury. Mr. Jope, quitting his
ftation in 1719, removed to Exeter, and afterwards
laboured fome time at Plymouth. With the clofe of
his life, and the names of the ftudents who were un-
der his care, I'im totally in the dark.  The hiftory of
his fucceflor has not fhared the {fame fate, for we are
in pofleflion of manufcript and printed documents
concerning him. '

The Rev. Mr, Bervarp Foskerr, fon of Mr.
William Fofkett, of North Crawley, in Bucks, a gen-
tleman of good repute, eafy fortune, and blefled with
a numerous offspring, was born March 10, 1684-3,
near Wooburn, in Bedfordfhire, where he had an
eftate. And as he early difcovered a tafte for learning,
he was put under the care of a very able mafter, with
whom he foon made confiderable progrefs. He be-
came experimentally acquainted with religion, in the

early part of life, and at feventeen years of age joined
the
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the Baptift church, then under the paftoral care of
Mr. Piggott, in Little Wild-fireet, London, over
which our excellent friend, the Rev. Dr. Samuel
Stennett, I hope yet prefides*. About this time
an intimacy had commenced between Mr. Fofkett,
and Mr. John Beddome, (the father of our venerable
friend, the Rev. Benjamin Beddome, of Bourton, on
the water) fome years after a refpetable minifter of
the church inthe Pithay. The friendthip of Mr. John
Beddome and Mr. Fofkett ‘was like that of Jona-
than and David, and lafted through life, Mr. John
Beddome was called to the work of the miniftry by.
Mr. Keach’s church, of which Dr. Gill was after-
wards paftor, and was fent to Henley Arden, near
Aulcefter, in 1697, to affift the aged Mr. John Willis,
paftor of that church, who died about 1705. A few
years after the death of Mr. Willis, viz. in 1711,
Mr. Fofkett, who had been regularly called to the.
work of the miniftry, and exercifed his preaching ta-
lents feveral years, quitted the flattering profpeéts of
his profeffion in London, preferring the charater of
an able minifter to that of a fkilful phyfician, and re-
moved to Henley Arden, a place to which his pecu-

#It will be recolleéted that this difcourfe was delivered at
Briftol, on Auguft 26, 1795, when it was hoped that the Dottor
might furvive his affli®ion; but at the clofe of the public din-
ner of the fociety, news came that he was no more. On its
being announced, every countenance was marked with for-
row, and every vgice pronounced the eulogy of tributary
cfteem.

- har
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liar friendfhip for Mr. Beddome led him to give the
preference. At Henley, at Bengeworth, and at Aul-
cefter, thefe two worthies continued their joint la-
bours, till the year 1719, when Mr. Fofkett received
a prefling invitation from Broadmead, to affilt Mr.
Kitterell, their paftor, and to become the tutor of the
academy in the room of Mr. Jope, juft removed into
the weft. This invitation he thought it his duty to
accept, and, in 1720, entered on his double charge
with great ferioufnefs and firmnefs. One who for
upwards of twenty-four years ferved with him in the
gofpel of Chrift, and who could not be uninformed of
his real charalter, has favoured us with a biographi-
cal fketch of him ¥, which demands a place in this
cflay,

¢ His natural abilities were found and good ;
and his acquired furniture, of which he never affefted
making a great Thew, was very confiderable.—
He had a clear underftanding, a penetrating judg-
ment, and a retentive memory. His application to
ftudy was conftant and fevere: but though he was of a
retired and contemplative difpofition, yet he was not fo
far detached from the world, as to be wholly unprac-
tifed in the duties of focial life. In the management
of his temporal concerns he was inflexibly juft and
honeft ; in his counfels, prudent and faithful ; in his
friendfhips, fincere and fteady; and though he was
not a man of ftrong paffions, yet in the relations of

* This fketch was given by the Rev. Hugh Evans.
a brother
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~ a brother and a fon, he was tender and affe@ionate,
dutiful and obedient. His condu& as a Chrifttan,
through a courfe of near fixty years, was moft exem-
plary and ornamental. So that it maybe truly faid of
him, he had few equals, hardly any fuperiors. Religion
he confidered not as a matter of mere fpeculation,
but as an affair the moft facred and important. How
ferious and regular he was in his private devotions,
in his attendance on family and public wotfhip, and
every other religious exercife, they who beft knew
him will be readieft to declare. - Nor was his religion
confined to the clofet, the family, or the houfe of God,
but happily diffufed its facred influence through his
whole life. Few they were, if any, of the Chriftian
virtues, that did not fhine with a bright and diftin-
guithing luftre in his temper and behaviout ;. to deli-
neate them all would carry me too far : I muft not,
however, omit to mention what he was always careful
to conceal, his difinterefted and extenfive benevos
lence; forin this, as well as in many cther refpels, in
imitation of his divine mafter, he went about doing
good. The neceflitous and deferving without diftinc-
tion partook of his bounty; but the pious poor he
ever confidered as the fpecial objeéts of his regard,
And while he often judicioufly prefcribed to the indi-
gent fick, he generoufly fupplied them with the means
of obtaining what was neceflary to their relief. And
as the Gofpel ever held the higheft place in his efteem,
his charities were chiefly dire&ted in fuch a manner as
tended moft effeCtually to promote its interefts ; fo

Ave. 1796. 6g that
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that the poor minifters of Chrift fhared very largely
in his compaflionate regards, and were multitudes
of them refrefhed by his liberality. Nor did he con-
fine his benevolence to thofe of his own fentiments
only, but cheerfully extended it to niany who differ-
ed from him. Ina word, ashis charities were thus
generous and extenfive, fo the prudence, humanity,
and privacy, with which they were conduted, fecured
to him the moft cordial refpeét from thofe who thared
of them, as well as merited the imitation of thofe who
could not avoid knowing them. And as he was thus
charitable whillt living, fo in this refpe& as well as
many others, being dead he ftill fpeaketh.

“ In the chara&er of a minifter, he approved him-
felf judicious, prudent, faithful and laborious. His
religious principles, which were thofe commonly
called Ca/viniffical, he ever maintained with a fteady
Chriftian zeal. But though he was ftrenuous for
what he apprehended to be the truth, yet was he fond
of no extreme. While he ftrongly aflerted the ho-
nours of free grace, he earneftly contended for the
neceflity of good works; preaching duty as well as
privilege, and recommending holinefs as the only way
to happinefs. And with what judgment, ferioufnefs,
and affetion he infifted on thefe important and inte-
refting fubjets, fome yet alive remember; as alfo
the extraordinary weight which thefe his inftructions
received from his own very regular and pious exam-
ple. He was indeed a pattern to the flock, in word,
in converfation, in charity, in fpirit, in faith, in pu-

rity.
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rity. Nor was he without the pleafure of feeing his
labours crowned with great and happy fuccefs; of
which the very flourifhing ftate of his community, at
the time of his death, will be confidered a fufficient

evidence.
¢« To all which I may add, that in the office of a
tutor he failed not to purfue the fame ends, which ani-
mated his profeflion as a Chriftian, and his public la-
bours asa Minifter. He was always ftudious to pro-
mote the real advantage of thofe under his care, en-
deavouring to lead their minds into a general know-
ledge of the moft beneficial and important branches of
literature. And though he judged a fuperficial edu-
cation beft {uited to the yeats and capacities of fome;
yet he encouraged and affilted others in the purfuitof a
more finithed one, conforming himfelf in the whole to
the profeffed defign of the founder of this inftitution.
< In the regular and unwearied difcharge of all thefe
feveral duties of his profeflion be fpent near forty
years; during which time he fuffered little or no inter-
ruption in his work from the diforders incident to hu-
man nature. But at length, by a paralytic {eizure,
he received the notice of his approaching diffolution.
In thefe circumftances he continued near a fortnight,
ftill enjoying the perfe€t and undifturbed ufe of his
reafoning powers, and ftill difcovering the fame fe-
rene, pious, and heavenly fpirit which ran through
his whole life. Within a_ day or two of his deceafe,
he addrefled himfelf to his dear friend and colleague,
the Rev. Hugh Evans, with a peculiar folemnity, and
an uncommon pathos, in thefe words: ¢ I have
Gg2 done
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done with man and the inhabitants of the world, and
I have nothing now to rely on, but the merits of
my dear’ Redeemer, who of God is made, T
truft, unto me, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanétification,
and redemption : this is all my falvation and all my
defire !”” Suftained with thefe blefled hopes of the
everlafting Gofpel, he cheerfully fubmitted to the
ftroke of death, and quietly fell' afleep in ]cfus,
September 17, 1758, in the 74th year of his age.”

His funeral fermon was preached, but not printed,
by. the Rev. Hugh Evans, from 1 Cor. ix. 27. T
keep under my body, and bring it into fubjeiion; left
that by any means, when I bave preached to others, I my-
felf fhould be a caff-away. Thus the courfe of one
holy apoftolic man was finithed.

If the lift of Mr. Fofkett’s ftudents now before me
is complete, they were in number fixty-four, not
including a pupil of the independent denomination,
who afterwards lived and died a ufeful minifter at
Maidftone in Kent.* Concerning the firft of thefe
fixty-four, this memorandum is preferved. . ¢ No-
vember the sth, 1720, Mr. Thomas Rogers was pro-
pofed as a ftudent to Mr. Fofkett, recommended by
the church in the Pithay, and the ten pounds left by
Mr. Terrill was granted to him.””  Mr. Rogers was
from Pontypool, in Monmouththire, and foon came
to the clofe of life. And as the firft of Mr. Fofkett’s

* This was the Rev. Mr. Herbert Jenkins, whofe fon is
now minifter of the Prefbyterian congregation at Banbury,

in Oxon.
ftudents,
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ftudents, fo the laft of them was from Wales, namely
Mr. Samuel George, who was paftor of the church,
at Wantage, Berks, and left an excellent character
behind him. It is fomewhat remarkable that the num-
ber of the Englith and of the Welth ftudents thould
have been exaltly the fame. For there were thirty-
two of them Englithmen, and thirty-two belonging
to the Prmclpahty But I hope it will appear much
more intercfting to report, in the words of our ever
dear Hugh Evans; ¢ that moft of thofe who were
under Mr. Fofkett’s care approved themfelves truly
ferious, and with great reputation filled many of our
churches.” Here let us paufe and moft heartily
praife the great Head of the church, for his mercy
and grace. I am fure rbey are willing to do it, who
fiill furvive of that refpetable catalogue.

" Blefled be God, there are a few of thefe good
men yet in the wildernefs. I know not whether
* they are more than fix or feven; but as you will
conceive a favourable opinion of the reft from them
as a fpecimen, I with pleafure recite their names.

Benjamin BeppoMe, A. M., at Bourton.

Joun Ovurrton, A. M. at Rawden, York.

Epmunp WaTkins, at Uik,

Jonn Evavrs, now at Northampton.

Benjamin Francis, A. M. at Horfley.

Moragan Jones, L. L. D. at Hammcrfmxth, and

Joun Evans, of Pentre.

May the latter days of thefe reverend minifters
abundantly increafe.

¢g 3 By
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By fuch difciples * we may, in fome meafure, form
a judgment of the mafter. And if it be conceded that
his method of education was limited rather than libe-

; fevere rather than enchanting; employing the
memory more than the genius, the reafoning more
than the fofter powers of the mind ; in a word, if it be
granted that Mr. Fofkett was not the firft of tutors, it is
a piece of juftice to his memory, and a debt of honor
to the divine grace, moft cheerfully to acknowledge,
that fome good fcholars, and feveral of the greateft
minifters who have adorned our denomination fince
the days of the reformation, were educated by him.
Here I pafs the names which have been juft recorded.
But were I to fingle out from his ftudents a fcholar, it
would be proper to repeat what the late Dr. Gibbons
faid to me fome years fince, when feveral eminent
linguifts had becn mentioned; ¢ I think, my young
friend, that Dr. Llewelyn is the firlt fcholar we
have among the Proteftant diffenters.” Were I to
diftinguifh thofe who were eminent as fcholars and
preachers too, I fhould fele& not only from the fhort
lift which adorns a preceding paragraph, but pro-

* Since this difcourfe was delivered, we have been called
to mourn the death of two of thefe worthies—Mr. Beddome
and Mr. Watkins. The biography of the former may be feen
in the regifter for January 1796, No. 12, p. 314. And a de-
fign has been conceived of publifhing an Appendix to this
Effay, in which fhall be given, among feveral valuable papers,
a fhort account of a// thofe ftudents of the Briftol Academy,
who have died in the Lord; if materials, fufficiently interefting,
are fpeedily communicated. ,

duce
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duce feveral others, and among them I might men-
tion,

RoserT Day, A. M. at Wellington.

Joun Asa, L. L. D. at Perfhore.

Joun Ryranvp, A. M. at Northampton,

But there is one name I cannot omit—the name of
the third ftudent in the roll of the fixty-four; I mean
that of the immortal

Hucu Evans, A. M.

Mr. Fofkett finithed his labours and entered on his
reft; but inftead of the fatber came up #bis fon, who
had in general the efteem and influence of a prince,
wherever he was known, in a/l the carth.

It was the honor and happinels of Mr. Hugh
Evans to be defcended from Welfh parents, in ealy
circumftances, illuftrious for their piety and benevo-
lence. His grandfather, Mr. Thomas Evans, was
eminent in his day, for gifts and grace. In the time
of Oliver’s commnonwealth, he pafled his examina-
tion before the triers appointed ro licenfe minifters,
and received from them an honorable teftimonial.
The original was intrufted to me, of which the fol-
lowing is a copy, |

By the Commiffion for the Propagation of the Gofpel
in Wales,

WHEREAS five of the minifters, in the a& of par-
liament bearing date the 25th of February 1649,
and entitled an A& for the better Propagation of the
Gofpel in Wales, have, according to the tenors of the

Gg 4 faid
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faid act, approved of Mr. Thomas Evans the younger,
and have recommended hum, with their advice to us,
that he be encouraged in the work of the 'min}ﬁry:
we do, according to an order directed to us by the com-
mittee ‘of five at Neath, therefore ORDER, that
Mr. John Pryce, treafurer, fhall forthwith pay unto
the faid Mr. Thomas Evans the fum of thirty pounds,
which we have thought fit to allow him towards his
falary, and encouragement in the work of the minif-
try. And this our order, together with his acquittal,
fhall be a fufficient difcharge for the faid treafurer.

Dated under our hands, the 16th of May, in

the year of our Lord, 1653,
Joun Wirrrams, &

By thefe five gentlemen, Mr, Thomas Evans was
appointed to preach in the parith of Maefmynys,
where he continued till the reftoration in 1660, and
appears to have been ufeful, and highly efteemed by
thofe who knew him and attended on his miniftry.
But when he was no longer permitted to officiate in
the parith church, as his confcience would not fuffer
him to comply with the terms of conformity then
impofed, it was thought he formed a feparate church
of the Baptift denomination; but the Welth hiftorian,
our venerable friend, the Rev. Jothua Thomas of
Leominfter, who has enabled me to corret feveral
miftakes which have crept into the hiftory of this
family, informs me it is corret to fay, < That Mr.
Thomas Evans united himfelf to the Baptift fociety,
which now conftitutes Dolau and Pentre churches, and
which were then one church, under the care of Mr.

' Henry
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Henry Gregory, who was the paftor of it from 1660,
till about the year 1700. Mr. Thomas Evans was
firtt his affitant,” and then perhaps co-paftor with
him.  The church met for divine worfhip many
years in his father’s houfe. He fuffered much for
confcience’ fake, but was carried honorably through
all his difficulties, and in 1688 died in peace.

Caleb, the eldeft fon of Mr. Thomas Evans, a
man of good abilities, and of a moft amiable difpo-
fition and charatter, fucceeded him in the paftoral
office, and continued in the faithful difcharge of the
duties of it, till removed by death, in the year 1739.
Our Rév. Hugh Evans was the youngeft fon of this
Caleb, by his firft marriage with Mrs. Hannah Lewis,
from Herefordfhire, of whofe piety and other perfonal
excellencies, it is {carcely poffible to fay too much.
Mr. Thomas informs me, that fhe was of a reputable
family, in the Valley of Olchon, who were diftin-
guithed in the Principality for fheltering the Baptifts
in perfecuting times. As our dear preceptor de-
fcended from fuch parents, it may reafonably be in-
ferred that he was a child of many prayers. In early
life he was placed under the tuition of the Rev. Mr.
Pryce, a worthy diffenting minifter, who at that
time kept a boarding fchool of high reputation, near
Thalgarth, in the county of Brecon, and was eminent
in his day, as a found claffical fcholar. Here Mr.
Hugh Evans was thoroughly grounded in the know-
ledge of the learned languages, and at the fame time
had the diftinguifhed bappinefs of being brought

effectually
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effeGtually acquainted with Chrift and his own heart,
Several things concurred, under the divine influence,
towards his converfion: the recolletion when he
was at Ichool of the prayers, and counfels of his
father, before he left home: the converfation of a
godly family of his father’s acquaintance: and. the
preaching of that eminent fervant of God, old Mr.
Enoch Francis,—made fuch impreflions on his mind
as were never obliterated. Soon after having come
to this city to vifit a near relation, and to receive
advice for a complaint in his foot, he purfued his
learning under the direftion of Mr. Fofkett, by
whom he was baptized, Auguft 7, 1730.

By letters, which have come to light fince the
death of Dr. Evans, we learn, that foon after Mr.
Hugh Evans was baptized, he went into Wales, for
the fake of his health, and to fee his father, to whom
Mr. Fofkett wrote, advifing him and his friends to
try the young man’s minifterial gifts while at home ;
for at Briftol, he faid, they could not prevail on him
to exercife, fuch was his extreme modefty and diffi-
dence.

In thefe early traits of chara&er, the church at.
Broadmead muft have perceived a golden fheaf which
prefaged a glittering harveft.  Accordingly they
called him to the work of the miniftry on the 17th
of Auguft 1733, and, in the December following,
gave him an invitation to become an affiftant to their
worthy paftor, which he accepted, notwithftanding
much fairer profpeéts, as to this world, opened be-

fore
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fore him from two churches in the metropolis. And
in 1739 he was called to the ftation of teaching elder.
The higher he rofe in office, the brighter he fhone as
one of the ambafladors of the churches who are the
glory of Chrift. The biographical account of him in
his funeral fermon, though it be the culogy of a
fon, is temperate and juft.

Every one who kuew him muft admit that his
gift in prayer was uncommon, his ftudents thought
it was unequalled. In the family, at occafional
meetings, in the fervices of the Lord’s day, and upon
extraordinary occafions, with copioufnefs, dignity, -
and warmth of devotion, he poured out his foul unto
God; and yet with fuch variety, that he was feldom,
if ever, heard to pray twice alike.

His pulpit compofitions were clear, nervous and
pathetic. Few men were more capable of taking a
large, comprehenfive, mafterly view of a fubjeét; or
of reprefenting it with greater perfpicuity, energy,
and fervor. His language was ftriking, his voice
clear, and his elocution manly. Nor did any preacher,
perhaps, ever know better than he, efpecially at fome
happy feafons, what it was to reign over his audience,
enlightening their underftanding, convincing their
judgment, and then kindling all their nobleft paffions
into 2 blaze of devotion.

After he had many years habituated himfelf to
ftudy, his forte as a minifter was an extemporaneous
illuftration of the facred fcriptures. This was evinced
by the weekly conferences ; and we are able to affert

that
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that many of his fermons, which his people deem-
ed the beft and moft ufeful, exatly anfwered to
this defcription. His minifterial labours were far ex-
tended all around. He had the care of numerous
churches refting upon him ; and many were the long
journies he took to affift at ordinations, and at the
annual affociations, in England and Wales.

As a tutor he was not inferior to either of his pre-
deceflors. He pofleffed the affiduity without the fe-
verity of his immediate predeceflor, and led his dif-
ciples into the fields of fcience by a method, in which
hourly acquifitions brought new pleafures, and enabled
us to purfue thought from thought, with tranquillity
and delight. Every one who fat at his feet recog-
nifed in him a friend and a father. He fo took us
under his care as to infpire affeCtion to him as our
friend, and we never left his wing, till affection having
grown to reverence conftrained the filial heart to fay,
This is my father.

O what condefcenfion, what tendernefs have we
feenin him! What folicitude for our ufefulnefs and fe-
licity has he difcovered! With an appropriate facility
he planted many a fhrub in the very foil which reafon
and grace had adapted to its growth, and foon as its
fruit appeared, how did he rejoice! When we no
longer enjoyed the bofom of our Alma Mater, nor
refted under his fhade, he interefted himfelf in our
hiftory : his fympathy leflened our forrows, and his
participation with us increafed our joys. What man,
fince the apoftolic days, could have faid with more

fincerity
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fincerity and accent, I bave no greater joy than to bear
that my children walk in truth 2 Well therefore it was
faid, in his funeral fermon, that it gave him « inex-
preflible pleafure to fee fo many who had been under
his tuition fulfil his expefations concerning them.”
And that, not long before his death, he fpoke with
tears of joy to this effet; < I am happy to fee thefe
young men rifing up, I hope, for great and eminent
ufefulnefs in the Church of God, when I and many
others fhall be here no more !”

But over the annals of this peculiarly eminent fer-
vant of the Lord, we exclaim, The Fathers where are
they 2 and the Prophess do they live for ever ! Through
intenfe application the machine of mortality began to
wear out, and the vigour of this holy ufeful man de-
cayed. But before his diffolution our churches had
the pleafure of feeing him attend the affociation at
Frome. Here he took a folemn leave of his con-
~nexions in an affefting difcourfe from thofe alarming
words 3 Benot deceived, God is not mocked. And foon
after his return to Briftol, he clofed his public mi-
niltry, with a truly paternal addrefs from Gal. iv. 19.
My little children, of whom 1 travail in birth again
until Chrift be formed in you.

During his declining ftate, it is fcarcely poffible to
deferibe his placid refignation to the divine will, his
meeknefs and his affetion to all around him. Every
paflion feemed to be extinguifhed but love. With
that he overflowed to his family, the church, and all
his connexions. When fpeaking of the profperous

ftate
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ftate of Broadmead and the academy, he once faid,
that he thought he might adopt the words of good old
Simeon, Lord, now letzeft thou thy fervant depart in
peace 5 for mine eyes have feen thy falvation. He fre-
quently faid, my fle/b and my heart faileth, but God is
the firength of my beart and my portion for cver.

A ftudent, who was with him in the two laft nights
of his life, informs me, that for twenty-four hours
before he departed he lay totally infenfible. About
midnight he began vifibly to alter, and appeared to
ftruggle with the laft enemy. His dear fon Caleb
was fent for, who came juft in time to witnefs the
clofing fcene.  Several of the ftudents were in the
room, and his three fons and two youngeft daughters
furrounded the bed while he breathed out his laft.—
The fcene was unfpeakingly ftriking and folemn.—
There lay, in the arms of death—the great Hugh
Evans.

Soon after he expired, his fon, the Do&or, who had
been kneeling by the bed fide for fome time, and ap-
peared to have been pouring out his whole foul unto
the Lord, rofe from his knees, lifted up his hands.to
heaven, and in all the tendernefs of filial grief faid,
Blefed are the dead which die in the Lord ; he wept
bitterly, but then added, for they ref from their la-
bours, and their works follow them : And indeed all
who were prefent wept aloud, for feveral minutes.

The evening before the interment, the corpfe was
taken to the meeting houfe: The fervice was to be-

gin the next day at two o’clock, but the houfe was
full
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full before one. A {uitable and truly melting dif-
courfe was preached by an excellent brother, now
aflembled with us*; after which the funeral procef-
fion, covering half a mile in length, attended the body
from the meeting houfe to the Baptift burying ground,
where the venerable Mr. John Tommas delivered a
pathetic addrefs on the occafion. This was a folemn
hour, and the countenance of unnumbered fpeéta-
tors faid=—We have loft a friend.

This ftroke was felt throughout the kingdom.—
Our parlours, our pulpits, and our affemblies in ge-
neral, not without many a trickling tear, fighed,
How are the mighty fallen! But affeting as was this
difpenfation, by which the church and the worLp
fuftained a lofs ; one thing confoled us—inffead of this
father came up his Son, the Rev. Dr. Caleb Evans,
enrolled with the worthies, whom our alcended Lord
himfelf was to make Princes in all the earth.

- The firft accounts that we have been able to obtain
of our late Prefident, furnith us with a genius in
embryo. He was, blefled be God! in early life,
called out of darknefs into marvellous light. From
his own pen, we colle@, that when he was only a
youth, he beheld with admiration his father in the
pulpit, and was dchghtcd with the heavcnly founds
which flowed from his lips. Hearing the awful terrors

* The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Francis. This fermon was not
printed, as Dr. Evans was preparing one for publication which .
fpeedily appeared, and to which this effay is confiderably in-

debted. )
of
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of the law, and the aftonifhing grace of the Gofpel,
he was brought into the very duft, before the throne
of an holy God, and enabled to magnify the riches
of free grace in his falvation. Under the parental
care and inftrution of his father, he received his
grammar learning, and ranked with other ftudents
under Mr. Fofkett, about the year 1753. On his
removal to London, he was baptized by Dr. Samuel
Stennett, and became a member of the church in
Little Wild-ftrect. And having gone through the
ufual courfe of ftudies in the diffenting academy then
at Mile-end, now at Homerton, while Dr. Walker,
Dr. Conder, and Dr. Gibbons were the tutors, he
-was called to the work of the miniftry by the church
to which he belonged ; and then for two years, as
he himfelf informed me, aflifted the Rev. Jofiah
Thompfon, at that time paftor of the Baptift church
in Unicorn-yard, Southwark ; and the Rev. Dr.
Furneaux, at Clapham.

At the expiration of this time, in 1759, he re-
ceived an invitation to become his father’s affiftant,
and began his public career in Broadmead, with a dif-
courfe from thefe words ; I determined not to know any
thing among you, fave Fefus Chriff, and bim crucified.—
This determination he held faft. It gave vigour to
his miniftry through the varying fcenes of life, and at
laft it placed for him the lamp of hope in the valley
of the thadow of death. Having preached at Briftol
about eight years, he was ordained, and became his
father’s colleague. The congregation and the church,

already
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already large and reputable, felt his influence. His
piety, adorned with an animated eloquence, gave a
zeft to his prayers and his fermons. His connexions
in town and country were numerous and refpeétable.
‘Where he was known and heard, he was admired and
loved. And now, when the influencé of his father was
apoftolic, the popularity of the fon proverbial, and
every thing in the Church and Academy was ap-
proximating to perfe&tion—in the full affluence of
fame, he feized the golden opportunity ; and in addi-
tion to all the other efforts of an expanfive benevo-
lence, his liberal heart devifed another liberal fcheme.

Having furveyed with pleafure the inftitution of
Terrill, the affiduity of Fofkett, and the improved
method of education adopted by his father—with a
difinterefted zeal for the glory of God, and the wel-
fare of men, he faid of the academy according to the
language of facred fong, If /be be a door, we will inclofe
ber with boards of cedar ; if fhe be a wall, the founda-
tion is laid, and the fabric for years has been going
up, we will build upon her a palace of filver. Cant.viii. g.

He devifed—he. planned—he executed. It was
a ftruure of faith, founded in hope, on the bafis of
charity ; to which e, its father; gave the name of
Tae Briston Epucation Sociery—a fociety of
CuristiaNn PHILANTHROPISTS, before whom I ap-
pear with a refpet bordering on reverence.

This fociety was formed in 1770, in aid of the
Baptift Academy in Briftol, with the defign, ¢ That
diffenting congregations, efpecially of the Baptift de-

Dec. 1796. Hh nomination,
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nomination, in any part of the Britifh dominions,
may, if it pleafe God, be more effettually fupplied
with a fucceffion of able and evangelical migifters;
and that miflionaries may be fent to thofe places
where there is an opening for the gofpel.”

Some of us who-had the honor of fitting at Dr.
Evans’s feet, before and after the emiffion of his fcheme,
well remember his anxious folicitude concerning it, and
the unremitted exertions he made, in town and coun-
try, to realize his plan. And, blefled be God, his
efforts were not fruitlefs. So far from it, that we
have reafon to believe, indulgent Heaven and a finil-
ing public' exceeded, by far exceeded, his firft ex-
pectations. Under his foftering hand the moft bene-
volent men in all our connexions enrolled themfelves
as fubfcribers to the inftitution; and names, which
add a luftre to any catalogue, became its patrons and
benefattors. Among them I perceive the Chief Ma-
giftrates of the cities of London and Briftol, and other
illuftrious names, over fome of whom, ¢ now to the
duft gone down,” we drop the tributary tear. Out
of thefe departed worthies, it will be a gratification
to mention,

The Right Hon. FreperIck BuLr, Lord Mayor of

London. -

Tromas Luewsryn, LL. D.

Rev. Axprew GrFForD, D, D,

Josern Tomxkins, Efq.

Joun Buuryr, Efq.

Francis Burr, Elg.

WrLriam
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WicLriam StEELE, Efg.

Dr. Josers Mason,

Dr. THomas Bunw.

Rosert HourTon, Efg. and his nephew,
Joun Hourton, Efq. Admiral of the Blue.

" To thefe many other charadters might be added ;
but I difmifs them, expelting that the next age will
gratefully embalm zhesr memories in fucceflive anni-
verfaries, while all the churches will give glory to
God on your account.
~ Asthe affairs of the Academy were now to be con-
ducted on a larger fcale, and a.greater number of
ftudents to be educated, the Rev. JamEes NewTon,
A. M. affittant preacher of the Rev. Mr. Tommas,
at the Pithay, was refpe&tfully invited to take a fhare
inthe education. The province of claffical tutor was
affigned him—a department for which he was ad-
mirably fitted. With the Latin and Greek claffics,
with the Chriftian Hebrew fcriptures, the Mifnah,
Talmuds, and other Jewifh writings, he was intimately
acquainted. Some of us now afiembled, who in our
later years at the academy were under his care, per-

‘fectly recolleét with what humility, prudence and
affe@ion, he entered on his office among us, and with
what patience and afhduity he fuftained it. But
though he is no more, NewTon will long be a fra-
grant name in this connexion. I am extremely
forry at being under the neeeflity of referring the
audience for a full account of him, to the funeral
fermon on his death, in which; however, it will be

nh 2 - found



444 THE REV. CALEB EVANS, D, D.

found that juftice is done to his memory *, by Dr.
Evans. _

How well the Doftor was fitted, firft to aflift the
great Hugh Evans, and then to prefide over the
growing inftitution, it is unneceflary to fay, for there
can be but one opinion on this head.

As he had known the fcriptures from his youth,
been called by divine grace in early life, addi¢ted him-
felf to the miniftry, improved his mind by extenfive
reading, and had enjoyed a truly liberal education;
he was prepared not only to rife, but to thine like
the Sun—an univerfal blefling. How often have we
been illuminated and warmed by his genial rays! Who
can read his addrefs to his ftudents, drawn up in
1770, and then delivered, firft of all, to fome of us
who are this day aflociated ;—who can read it, and
not perceive that the welfare of every one of his pupils
lay very mear his heart! O, how often has he in
prayer, ‘and in advice, melted over us! We all of us
felt a fincere affeGtion for bim, and in fome of us
it feemed to be a mixture of the filial and fraternal.
Similar emotions alfo of mind were infpired by his
conduét in the circles of his friends, in which he
charmed by his picty, affability, and good fenfe.

Our Baptift College in America was proud to
confer on him her higheft honors, in which the was
followed by the Principal and Profeffors of the King’s
College, Aberdeen, in the year 1789. But though
courted by fome, carefled by others, and valued by

% Mr. Newton’s Biography is given in the Reg‘iiter, No. II.
page 150.
all
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all of his connexions, his native excellencies, as a
renewed man and Chriftian minifter, never forfook
him. He had been defcended from a race of apof-
tolic men, and his charaler refleéted luftre on his
anceftors. Great without arrogance, he maintained
the dignity of his rank, nor ever gave any cne reafon
to repine at his fuccefs. He never profefled himfelf
to be a profound metaphyfician, or the pofleflor, in a
fuperior degree to all his brethren, of a talent for
generalifing his ideas ; yet his mind was enriched
with numerous combinations of thought, with a tafte
cultivated and pure, and a memory eminently accu-
rate. Warm and occafionally rapid in his manner,
he fometimes fucceeded more through a kind of na-
tural felicity than previous ftudy. With a plenitude
and vigor of expreflion, the legitimate offspring of
genius, his eloquence was neither difgraced by falfe
and meretricious ornaments, nor degraded by dul-
nefs and inﬁpidity. His flowing periods, and the
harmonious cadence of his voice fitted him, in no
common degree, for public fpeaking. Whether he -
read his fermons, or delivered them impromptu,*
they were as diftinguithable for their eafy elegance,
and evangelical favor, as his prayers were for a ra-
tional, manly, and affeCtionate devotion. His audi-
ence, neither attratted by fathion, won by the fplen-

* It was his general pralice to preach the forenoon fer-
mon entirely without notes; and to read almoft every fentence
of his difcourfe when it was his turn to preach in the after-
ndon fervice, or at the evening leture.

rnh 3 dor
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dor of eftablithments, nor the infpiration of mufic,
always numerous, always increafing, and often
highly devotional; demonftrated that he was 2 work-
man who needed not to be afhamed rightly dividing the
word of truth.

He was clofely attached to the fyftem of theology
which we call Calvinifm; yet candid in judging of
the chara&ers and fpeculations of others. His zeal,
though warm, never degenerated into rancor and
bitternefs, in proof of which his numerous publica-
tions may be produced; yet his temper was not
formed for approving virtue with coolnefs, nor for
cenfuring vice with apathy. Open, honeft, gene-
rous, his morals were pure without morofenefs, his
piety {incere without gloominefs or oftentation. No
good man ever held free intercourfe with him with-
out warm approbation, nor was deprived of it without
regret. In a word, thofe who knew Dr. Evans, and
were capable of eftimating his chara&er, all agree,
that his talents were highly refpetable, and his vir-
tues rare, folid, and exalted.

For feveral months before his illnefs, to ufe the
words of a miniftring brother now prefent, It appeared
evidently, to thofec who converfed with him, that he
was ripening faft for eternal blefiednefs. His mind
was in general much taken up with the employ of
heaven. In humble abafement of fpirit did he often
fpeak of himfelf, as a fallen chfavcd creature; but,
when he contemplated his privileges as a redeemed,
Jegenerated finner, his joy was unutterable. With

rapture
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vapture he exclaimed, O the breadth, and length, and
depth -and beight - of the love “of Chrifp which paffeth
knowledge! Bebold what manner of love the Father bath
beflowed upon us, that we fhould be called the Sons of
God 5 and it doth not yet appear what we fhall be!

About a week after his firft paralytic feizure, he
faid to one of his ftudents who now hears me, «“ 1
am perfetly refigned to the will of God.” And it
being fignified to him, that at the approaching Affo-
ciation at Wotton, the minifters and other brethren
would be much affe&ed by the death of dear Mr. Day,
of Wellington, who was appointed to preach the fer-
mon, the Dottor wept aloud, faying, ¢ I expected to
have joined him before this time in the kingdom of
my father : he is gone, and I am languithing behind ;
but I know in whom I have believed, and [ am per-
Juaded that be is able to keep that which I have com-
mitted unto bim againfl that day.” Recovering him-
{elf, he added, < If I had been able to attend the
affociation; and’ had preached, I'intended to have
improved thefe words; e bave this treafure in
earthen veffels.  Ah, truly,” faid he, ¢ Minifters are
brittle, earthen veflels; but bleffed be God for the
treafure which he puts into them. The beft compofed
fermons are nothing without the excellency of the
power which is of God, and not of us.”

In the fame converfation he moft earneftly recom-
mended Village preaching, giving a detail of the rife
and progrefs of a favorite congregation at Downend,
near Briftol, where he then was. And fpeaking of

Hh 4 the
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the foundation of his hope, he faid, ¢ As for thofe
who deny the doérine of the atonement, I cannot
tell how it may be with them in the near profpects
of death; for my own part, I HAVE NOTHING TO
REST MY SOUL UPON, BUT CHRIST AND HIM CRU~
ciF1ED : and I .am now unfpeakably happy to think
of my feeble effort in vindicating that g/orious dotrine,
in my four fermons on that fubje&.” Thus happy
was the frame of his mind, and he was yet alive—
and while he was living we hoped ; and prayer was
made for his life. /¢ made it, and thoufands made
it to God continually for him. Innumerable were
the hearts which afcended to heaven, and, with
all the pathos and picty of a wreflling devotion,
cried

¢ Eternal God, command his ftay,

Stretch the dear months of his delay,

O'! we could with his age were one eternal day.”

Watts’s Lyrics,
And indeed there were moments when fome of his
deareft friends entertained a flattering hope of his
recovery. But on the firft of Auguft 1791, he had
a fecond attack, which alas! proved fatal on the
Tuefday following. Blefled be God for all the feli-
city he enjoyed during his afflition, and that during
the laft hours and moments of life, with glory in his
cheeks, he often repeated Dr. Doddridge’s animating
lines;
* And dying clafp thee in my arms,
The antidote of death.”

Hence
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Hence thofe who were around his bed declare, that
they never faw fo much of the power of the Gofpel,
to fupport under the pains of dying, as they beheld in
the expiring moments of dear, dear, Dr. Evans; who,
with an eminently propitious gale, had an extrance
miniflered unto him abundantly into the everlafiing king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chriff.

Thus terminated the exemplary and fuccefsful ca-
reer of our late beloved Prefident, who departed this
life, Auguft 9, 1791, in the 54th year of his age.
The Rev. John Tommas, of Briftol, delivered the
addrefs at his interment in the Baptift burying ground,
in this city; and Dr. Stennett, on whom it naturally
fell to perform the fervice, preached his funeral fer-
mon at Broadmead Lord’s day the 21{t of the fame
month, from Heb. xiii. 8. Fefus Chrift the fame yefier-
day, to-day, and for ever.

What a yearly Meeting of the Society was that
on the Wednefday following, when the chairman
reported—The death of our Prefident! Father of
Mercies ! God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift!
hear a fingle requeft, That fuchanother day—if it ever
mufl arrive---may be far---very far diftant! At the
annual fervice of 1791 whart paflage of fcripture could
have been more fuitable than 2 Chr. 1. 7. 4k what
I /hall give thee---the text on which our valued friend
the Rev. Samuel Dunfcombe preached to the'affem-
bly! And what Refolution of the Society could have
been either more juft or more grateful than that
which c‘xprcﬁ'cd an affeGtionate concern, honorably

to
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to tranfmit the memory of our invaluable Prefident,

as the founder of the fociety, to late pofterity I*
‘And now when be was entombed, calculate our

hopes. Ah! whither had they fled! Under former

* To this refolve we are indebted for the Medallion of Dr.
Evans, which is fixed in that elegant and commodious reom
of the Academy called Gifford’s Mufeum, The tablet of
which is thus infcribed :

CALEB:'EVANS:'D-D-
SOCIETATIS - BRISTOLIENSIS
PARENS ' ET * AVCTOR
NEC - NON - HVJVS - GYMNASI1 - DIV - PRASES

VIRTVTIS - EXIMIAL - SVAE
RERVMQVE - ACADEMICARVM - FELICITER + AB - EO * GESTARVM
"MEMORES
FAVTORES - POSVERE
OB. IX AVG. M.DCC.XCI.- £T. LIV.

Over the door of the Mufeum, juft within as you enter, isalfo
a Buft of the Rev. Dr. Gifford, who caufed this part of the
edifice to be ereted, and enriched it with his valuable library,
paintings, medals, and other curiofities—with this infcription:
D-O‘M-P-F-S§-
IN VSVM JVVENTVT.
GYMNASIOLI
HVJVSMODI BAPTIST. 1.
MVNIFICENTIA EDV. TERRILL
OLIM INSTITVTI
MVSEVM HOC D. D. D.
A. GIFFORD. D. D.
AET. LXXX. AVG. XXVIIL
MDCCLXXX.
#VG. ET CALEB EVANS, A, M, ET JAC. NEWTON. GYMNASIARCHIS.
bereaving
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bereaving difpenfations in the church, and in the fe-
minary, we comforted ourfelves with this prophetic
motto, Inflead of thy fathers fball be thy children. And
indeed our hope then reached its objedt, and attained
fruition. But now the fathers were gone—gone the
way of all the earth, and the children alfo. In this
diftrefs we looked far and near—and looked in vain.
Our heads were bound round with weeping willows,
and our harps lay negleted on the ground: but

* Wonders of Grace to God belong:”

His own arm brought falvation. The motto of our
eflay received a new illuftration. = Jehovah fingled
out a man from all the tribes, whofe parent, the
great John Ryland, in the year 1744 was one of us.
Inftead of the father came up the fon. But, to
- {peak in allufion to Old Teftament accents, the young
man would fain have hid himfelf; then the people
ran and fetched him, and it was faid with peculiar
joy in Ifrael, Sex v& HiM wHOM THE LORD HATH
CHOSEN!

The dawn now fucceeded the darknefs. Since that
time two annual days have been {pent in prayer, in
gratitude, and in hope. And fhall not this, the third,
be confecrated to the fame employ ? Blefled be God,
the God of Zion, that the conftituents of Broadmead
Church, and the members of the Briftol Education
Society, join in faying, Our eyes behold our teachers;
and for both of them our hearty prayers fhall afcend

to
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to God, that they may have body enough,* and foul
enough, for the arduous werk to which they are cal-
led, and find it crowned with univerfal fuccefs. In thefe
ftrains I am confident every heart is united; for while
we embalm the memory of our departed tutors, with
the incenfe of praife; on the high altar of devotion
we offer the facrifice of prayer for their fucceflors—

We bow to thofe whofe courfe is run,
And join to hail each rifing Sun,

My dear brethren, the pupils of the academy, can-
not expeft me particularly to addrefs them, in an’
Hiftorical Effay. But I would remind them of the
honor which I truft high heaven has conferred upon
them, in counting them faithful, and putting them
into the miniftry. The work, to which the providence
and grace of God direfts your views, is the moft
folemn-—the moft important—the moft eventful to
yourfelves and others for ever, that can poflibly em~
ploy any intelligent being on earth

« *Tis what might fill an Angel’s heart,
¢« And il’d a Saviour’s hands.”
DoppripGE.

O! that you may be enabled fo to advance in this
fervice, with a fingle eye to the divine honor, as not

* In Auguft 1765, when the fubftance of this Effay was
delivered, the Rev. Jofeph Hughes, A. M. then Dr. Ryland’s
affiftant in the church, and in the academy, enjoyed but poor
health. In July 1596, he removed to Batterfea, near Lon-
don, where it feems his profpefts of ufefulnefs and happinefs
are Hattering. '

to
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to count your lives dear to you, if you may but glo-
rify God, and finifh your courfe with joy.

But though I prefume not to fuggeft any rules of
my framing for your diretion, I freely recommend to
your attention, and befeech you, while you remain in
this feminary, to read again and again, one fhort
piece which I venture to fay exceeds all praife—I
mean Dr. Evans’s addrefs to his ftudents*. If this
is regarded by you, my dear friends, ferioufly and
confcientioufly regarded, any one without enjoying 2
prophetic afflatus,” may prognofticate the event—
thofe of you who are entering on an academical edu-
cation, and thofe of you who are foon to finifh it, will
beautifully exemplify the promife before us—you will
be, what we pray God every one of you may be, holy
and happy yourfelves, and, in addition to this felicity,
you will make others, many others, holy and happy ;
and thus, in the higheft fenfe, under divine influ-
ence, without which you can do nothing, you will

* It would now be a crime not to mention with Dr. Evans’s
addrefs to his ftudents, a fmall companion admirably fuited to
the pocket, which has been publifhed by Dr. Ryland (without
his name) fince the anniverfary of 1795, confifting of extraéts
from Mather’s Manuduétio ad Minifterium Brainerd’s
Diary—Prefident Edwards’s Refolutions—and Dr. Owen on
Spiritual Mindednefs. It is entitled Chrifiane Militie Via-
ticum ; ory A Brief Direllory for Evangeiical Miniffers. Price 1s.
or 1s. 3d. according to the binding. I fhould be glad if every
Minifter of the Gofpelin England and in America was in pof-
{eflion of this work.

be
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be princes, where-ever the providence of God may
dire€ you, in all the earth.

How can I conclude this fervice, though already
protradted to an unufual length, without addrefling
the Honored Friends of the Academy in general, and
of the Education Society in particular.

I will not anticipate the pleafures and encomiums
of pofterity, when they fhall contemplate the origin,
and review the progreflive ftages by which the ma-
turity of this feminary fhall have been accelerated.
But it may pafs for an afflumption that the next ages
will look back on this, as we review the paft, At
that time vour names, my brethren, will be recounted
with a gratitude, joy and reverence, like that we feel
at the mention of TerriLL, of Foskert, of the
Evanses, and of Newron.

But while we recollect, with every honorable fen-
timent, the hiftory of our fathers who have lived, and
taught, and died; let us rejoice and with all our
powers blefs the Lord, that their fons, as heirs of
their talents and virtues, have arifen in their room.
The humble villages, the commercial towns, the po-
pulous cities, have heard their voice, embraced their
meffage, adored their mafter, imbibed his fpirit,
copied his example, and are now many of them be-
yond all forrow, beyond all fin, cafting their crowns
at the Saviour’s feet, and, in all the variety of fong,
exulting, worthy is the Lamb thar was flain. And
while this Academy may humbly boaft of her fons in -
Europe and America, who have fhewn unto millions

the
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the way of falvation ; let us, this moment, anticipate
the period, when the Alumni of our inftitution fhall
have made fruitful, not only wicked, warring Europe,
and alfo the American States to the utmoft bounds of
the weftern world ; but when, through their inftru-
mentality, and that of other good men and Gofpel
miffionaries, all Afia, and Afric’s fons fhall be con-
verted z0 humanity and To CER1sT—then fhall the
motto of our effay, which is now feen only in the back
ground and fhades of prophecy, be read in a long-
length hiftoric picture , and the fathers,. the patrons,
and the fons of the inftitution meet, and enjoy a
rapturous anniverfary which fhall never break up.
In that perfeitly holy, happy fociety, may we all

meet ! Amen and Amen.

A Copy of the TasrLe of BENEFACTORS, in the MusEum
belonging to the Briftol Education Society.

L s d
1770 J.'REDERICK BULL, Efq. London, } 150 © o
5/ 55 annually - -
"Thomas Sparry, Senr. Upton - - oo 00
Rebeckah Lippincott, Wellington - 50 00
Robert Houlton, Efq. Grittleton, s/, §s. 21 o0Q
Jofeph Tomkins, Efq. Abingdon, 5/ §s. 25 50
William Tomkins, Efq. ditto, 5/ §s. - 25 5 Q
Jofeph Butler, Efq. ditto, 54 5s. - - 41 oo
Jobn Bull, Efg. Briftol, 2/ 2s. - - 15 15 O
Francis Bull, Efq. ditto, 2/ zs. - 10 10 0
Jobhn Collett, ditto, 10/ 105
John Stock, ditte, 5/ §s. - - 10 10 ©
Thomas Bunn, Frome,* - - 10 10 ©
William Steele, Efq. Broughton, 2/ zs. 1o 10 O
Baptift Church, Lymington, - - 10 10 O
Rev. Hugh Evans, M. A.* ¢ Tutors to’
Rev. Caleb Evans, M. A.* {the Ini’d-} 31 10 O
Rev. James Newton, M. A.* tution

* Thofe marked thus (*#) fubfcribed annually 11. 15, The fums dire&ly
after the names were alfo anpual fubferiptions; the larger fums were
original benefadtions,

Max 1797.] 1i 1772 John
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A

1772 John Houlton,. Efq. Seagry, 51 §s. - 10
fev, Thomas Dupfcombe, Loat e* - 10

4 Ann Callwell, Chefham - - 50
Sufannah Callwell ditto 10/, 105, . 1co
Thomas Llewelyn, Efq. L. L. P. London 6o
Stephen Williams, ditto - - 10
Rev. Samue] Stennett, D. 1. ditto* - 20

1775 Ebenezer Hollick, Efg. Witfer, 2/ 2. 20
Elizabeth Durban, Briftol - - 21
1777. Abraham Elton, Efg. ditto - - 10
Jjobn Crammont, Leicefter, (a Legacy) 10

1778 Rev. Ifaac Woodman, Sutton, (a Legacy) 40
1779 John Holmes, Efq. Exon - - 16
1780 Rev. Andrew Gifiord, D. D. London - 110
John and William Parfons, Efq. Chicefter, 2/, 25. 10
1781 George Wilkinfon, London - - 10
1782 William'Deane, Plymouth, (a Legacy) 150
John Reynolds, Barbican, 2/ 2s. - - z0
1783 Rev. Andrew Bennett, Barbadoes - 10
1784 Diana Munt, Tiverton, (a Legacy) - 20
: James Hewardine, Arniby, (a Legacy) - 10
Hefter Bull, Briftol* 10

(a Legacy) confifting of his Library,
which coft more than
Rev. Andrew Gifford, D. D. London, }
1000

Thomas Llewelyn, Efq. L. L D. London,
} 1500

(a Legacy) confifting of his Library,
Pictures, Coins, &c. eftimated at
Frederick Bull, Efq the Reverﬁonary Be- } 1000

ueft of
1785 John Thornton, Efq Clapham - 10
John Anftie, Efq. Devizes - 10’
1787 John Davis, Calne, a Reverfionary Legacy of 30
1789 John Cook, Briftol, (a Legacy) - 50
17go Rev, James Newton, M. A. ditto (2 Legacy) 59
1791 William Thomas, Hitchin, (a Legacy) 50
John Edmunds, Fairford, a Reverfionary
Legacy of 2c0l. 3 per Cent. Confols} 200
—Stock
1792 Ann Moore, Briftol - 20
Rev. John Poynting, Worcefter, (a Legacy) 200
1793 Rev. Abraham Booth, London 5 -
1794 Mrs, Simpkin, Balby - - 5

1795 Rev. Peter Reece, Warwlck (a Legacy) 100
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THE
COMMENCEMENT
AT

RHODE-ISLAND COLLEGE™

PROVIDENCE, SEPTEMBER 10, 1796,

ON Wednefday laft was celebrated the anniverfary Com-
mencement of Rhode-Ifland College. The proceffional train
was formed as ufual, and at ten o’clock, A. M. proceeded to
the Baptift meeting-houfe. The exercifes of the day were intro-
duced by a prayer, delivered by Prefident Maxcy.

The Performances of the Forenoon were,

1. An oration on the drama, with the {alutatory addreffes—
by Benjamin B. Simmons. -

2. An intermediate oration, on the importation of foreign
luxuries—by ‘Abraham Blanding. )

3. An intermediate oration, on the importance of the know-
ledge of civil rights—by Nathan Whiting.

Music. ‘

4. 2d Difpute, on the policy of eftablithing a uniform fyftem
‘of education throughout the United States—between Horace
Senter, Jofeph Holmes, and Afa Kimball.

5. An oration, againft relizious eftablilhments—by John
Holmes.

6. An ofation, on the manifeftation of Deity in his works—
by John M. Roberts.

Music. ' :

7. Aftronomy burlefqued; a conference—between Abraham
Blanding and Nathan Whiting. )

8. An oration, on the neceflity of fubjelting the paflions to
reafon—by Daniel Crane. .

9. An intermediate oration, on attachment to particular {y{-
tems of religious opinions—by Afa Aldis. ,

The degree of Batchelor of Arts was conferred on the fol-
lowing young gentlemen, Alumni of this College : Afa Aldis,
Abraham Blanding, Bezer Bryant, Triftam Burges, Oliver
Cobb, Daniel Crane, John Holmes, Jofeph Hoimes, Philip
Hayward, Afa Kimball, David Kiny, John M. Roberts, Horace
Senter, Benjamin B. Simons, Benjamin Shurtleff, Ignatius Tom-
fon, and Nathan Whiting.

* If there areany perfons fo uninftru@ed as to think that Rhode-Ifand
College is a feminary, in which are educated, only yowng perfons whofe
views are direéted to the Chriftian Miniftry, they fhould be infermed, that
of 70 or 80 ftudents, together at the fame time, there are frequently but a
very few of them who are devoted to that facted fervice, EpiToRr.

112 ‘ The
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The degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on the follow-
ing gentlemen, Alumni of this College : Jones Godfrey, Gilbert
Dench, Thomas L. Halfey, William King, Eli Smith, Lemuel
Wadfworth, Ifaiah Wefton, and Abraham Cummings. -

The honorary degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred oun the
following gentlemen : Rev. Lawrence Butterworth, Rev. James
Bicherno, and Rev. Andrew Fuller,* of Great-Britain; and on
Fofter Swift, Efq. of Taunton, Maffachufetts.

Afternoon.

Mvusiec.

1. An irtermédiate oration, on individual and national
greatnefs—by Philip Hayward.

2. 1ft Difpute, on this queftion; Whether Chriftianity has
augmented tﬁe temporal happinefs of man?—hetween Benjamin
Shurtleff, Oliver Cobb, and Bezer Bryant.

3. A dialogue—between David King, John M. Roberts, and
John Holmes.

Musiec.

4. A differtation, in favour of female education—by David
King.

sig An oration, ¢ pleading the caufe of man,” together with
the valedi@ory addreffes—by Triftam Burges.

An addrefs was then delivered t6 the graduates, by the Pre-
fident.

The day was clofed with prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Stillman.

At the annual meeting of the Corporation, on the 8th inftant,
i]ohn Brown, Efq. refigned the office oft Treafurer to the Col-

ege, the duties of which, during a period of twenty-one years,
he had uniformly difcharged with reputation to himfelf, and
advantage to the feminary ; for which the Corporation voted
him their acknowledgments, and unanimoufly eleted Mr. Ni-
cholas Brown his fucceflor in that office.

* At the anniverfary of the Commencement.in the College of New
Jerfey, held September 28, (a few days after that at Providence) the degree
of Doéor of Divinity was conferred on the Rev. Andrew Fuller, of Great
Britain, and on the Rev. Thomas Reed, of the State of Delaware. The
degree of Do&tor of Laws was conferred on the Hon. William Smith,
Member of Congrefs. for South Carolina, and on the Hon. Fifher Ames,
Member of Congrefs for the State of Maflachufetts, EvrTor.
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A Sketch of the Minifterial Labours of the Rev. Meffrs.
SAFFERY, of Salifbury, and STEADMAN, of Brough-
ton, as Itinerant Minifters iz Cornwall, with Remarks
on Village Preaching.

Broughton, Hants, Feb. 20, 1797.
Dear Brother Rippon,

N compliance with your wifh, I fend you the follow-
ing account of the Itineration of Brother Saffery and
myfelf, in the county of Cornwall, laft July and Auguft;
performed at the requeft of the Barrist MissioNARY
SocieTy ; and thall add to it fuch obfervations relative
to the fubjelt of itinefant Freaching, as may occur to me,
and the Limits of a letter will admit.

We fet out from Salifbury on Tuefday, the 28th of
%une laft, and after ftopping fome time at %Vellington and

xeter, {pent the next Lord’s-day at Plymouth and Dock,
and alfo Monday and Tuefday in that neighbourhood,
preaching at Cawfand, Saltafh, and Botus Flemming.

On Wednefday we more profeffedly entered upon our
work, by preaching at a viilage of the name of Landrake.
From thence we took our tour down the fouthern coaft,
quite to the Land’s-end, preaching in all the towns, and
moft of the large villages in our way ; and, returning up
the northern fide of the county, reached Launcefton, the |
county town, about that day month. From thence we
made a fecond tour, nearly in the former direétion, and
vifiting thofe places we had before paffed by, and repeating
our vilits to the places we had been at before, finithed
our excurfion on Wednefday the 31it of Auguft, having
been in the county juft eight weeks.

We preached in all the towns, except one towards the
north eaft, (and that was omitted through brother Saf-
fery’s illnefs), and in moft of the villages of any con-
fiderable fize. Each of us preached three times on Lord’s-
days, except in two inftances, and on one brother Saffery
. preached four timess and were not above feven or eight
week-evenings in the whole eight weeks without preach-
ing. We found the inhabitants in general civil, friendiy,
intelligent, and much inclined to hear the word: a de-
{:ription very different from the reports of them preva-
jent to the eaftward. In towns where there were Dif-

Ii 3 fenting
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fenting meeting-houfes we gexnerally occupied them,.--
Where there were none, we applied to the Mayor for the
Town-hall, or Market-room, and frequently obtained it.
In fome neighbourhoods, the Methocifts lent us their
places of worfhip ; in others we ufed private houfes ; and
in many inftances, the open ftreet. But whether in meet-
ing-houfes, or in town-halls, in private houfes, or in the
open air, we were, as far as we know, entirely free from
any defigned interruption worth mertioning. In feveral of
the towns, and in fome places amongft the tin mines, we
had from 500 to 1000 hearers. The tinners we found
to be very different from what they are generally repre-
fented. We are perfuaded they are as civil and intelli-
gent a race of men, as can be any where found amongft
the labouring clafles in any part oty the kingdom. They
are greatly inclined to hear the word; and when under
it, mal¥ be eafily diftinguifhed by their fteady, eager atten-
tion. For our own parts, we can truly fay, we do not with
for a higher gratification than to afcend a defk, a table, or
a horfe-block, either in the flreet or in the field, on a fine
fummer’s evening, furrounded by 600 or 700 or 1000 Cor-
nith miners.

With refpect to our fuccefles, we can only fay, that in
general we were heard with very great attention and fe-
rioufnefs ; and, if we may judge from appearances, the
word made great impreflions upoa many. But the nature
and continuance of fuch impreffions, we had feldom an
opportunity of knowing. Three or four inftances, how-
ever, of perfons being awakened under our miuiftry, came
to light.  One in the neighbourhcod of Truro, and two
or three near Penzance ; and we have reafon to conclude,
from repeated acknowledgments, that our labours were
- bleffed to the relief and encouragement of feveral before
called by grace, particularly at Truro and Penzance.

It muft now be left with others to determine, what en-
couragement to perfevere in fimilar attempts our experi-
ment affords. We can only fay, that we complied with
what we were fatisfied was the call of God, in engaging
in it ; were conftantly preferved, and comfortably af-
fifted in the labours and fatigues of it ; our churches re-
ceived no injury, by our abfence; and we have ever
fince felt an unfhaken conviction, that we did right in
going. :

I ought however to obferve, that our expedition into

one county ought not to be locked upon as a certain
fpecimen
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fpecimen of what may be expeéted from fimilar attempts
in many other parts of the kingdom. Cornwall, take
it upon the whole, is more populous than moft others,
except thofe containing large cities, or extenfive manu-
faltories :»and the inhabitants, as to the main bulk of
them, being either miners or filhermen, are more in a
ftate of independence, and lefs fubject to the influence of
fuperiors, who may be hoftile to itinerant preaching, than
thofe counties which depend wholly upon agriculture.
To which I might add, that the labours and Encceﬁ'es of
the Methodifts have largely contributed to civilize the
inhabitants in general, and to bring them into the habits
of hearing the word. I mention this not only as it may
ferve to enable you to form a proper judgment of our
itineration; but alfo, to affign the caufe of a regret
which I have ever fince felt, that the Diffenters have
paid fo little attention to this part of the kingdom, and
thereby loft fo very favourable an opportunity of ferving:
the caufe of religion. :

Mr. Wefley, however, and his followers, have availed
themfelves of thofe advantages ; and have laboured with
great perfeverance and fuccefs; they have, doubtlefs,
proved a very great blefling to the county, and fet an
example worthy the imitation of all the friends of reli-
gion, however different from them their religious opi-
nions may in fome points be. The Welleian Societies
are numerous, and fome of them very large; and theugh
probably there are to be met with individuals whofe
tempers, as well as opinions we could not approve of,
yet there are numbers whofe cahdour and liberality do
them great honour. Had the Diflenters made fimilar
exertions, they would, in all probability, have been at-
tended with {imilar fuccefles: and even now, fufficient -
fcope remains for their exertions there; perhaps not fo
much in itinerant preaching, as in "attempting fomewhat
more permanent, by encouraging fome able and zealous
minifters to go down and fettle there, and affording them
pecuniary aid, till congregations could be raifed adequate
to their zupport; which it is probable would require no
great length of time to effect. '

But I do not intend by this to infinuate, that itinerant
preaching is not ta be encouraged in this or in other coun-
ties ; on the contrary, it has my moft hearty concurrence.
The obligations of real Chriftians to labour to the ut-
moft, to bring others acquainted with the gofpel, appear
to me {o numerous, fo powerful, and fo obvious, that

Ii 4 I feel



462 ELDERS STEADMAN AND SAFFERY

1 feel furprifed that the godly among the Baptifts, and other
denominations, have made fo few efforts to accomplifh
it.* Nor can I conceive of any more effe¢tual means of
doing it, than that of itinerant preaching, carried on,
either by ftated minifters, who may pretty frequently
make excurfions in villages around them; or, at other
times, take a more extenftve circle, and leave their own
immediate charge for a feafon (which may often be done
without any real injury to it); or elfe, by thofe who en-
tirely devote themfelves to it. Perhaps there are perfons

* As an illuftration of this remark, I would beg leave to recommend a
paragraph tranfcribed from the great Mr. Baxter, at the end of Dr. Ryland
and Mr. Pearce’s fermoun, at Mr. Belcher's ordination, juft publifhed, and
{old by -Mr. Button, London ; which I would be glad if you cauld infert
in the Regifter, \

In compliance with the defire of Mr. Steadman, the extrad is moft cheer-
fully admitted——thus it runs : )

¢¢ 0, if you have the hearts of Chriftians or of men in you, let them
yearn towards your poor, ignorant, ungodly neighbors. Alas! there is
but a ftep betwixt them and death and hell ; and if they dic unregenerate,
they are loft for ever. Have you hearts of rock, that cannot pity men in
fuch a cafeas this? If you believe nat the word of God, and the danger of
finners, why are you Chriftians yourfelves? If you da belicve it, why do,
you not beltir you to the helping of others? Do you not carc who is
damned, {o yoube faved? If fo, you have as much caufe to pity your-
felves; for it is a frame of fpirit utterly inconfiftent with grace. But hath
God had much mercy on you, and will you have no mercy on your poor
neighbors? You need not go far to find objects far your pity : Look but
into your ftreets, or into the next houfe to you, and you will probably find
fome. Have you never an ignorant, an unregenerate neighbor, that fets
his heart below, and neglecteth eternity ? O whatbleffed place do you live
in, where there is none fuch ! If there be not fome of them in thine own
‘family, it is well; and yet arc thou filent? Doft thou live clofe by them, or
labor with them, or travel with them, or fit fiill and talk with them, and
fay nothing to them of their fouls, or the life to come? If their houfes
were on fire, thou wauldeft run and help them; and wilt chou not help
them, when their fouls aré almoft at the fire of hell? If thou kneweft but a
remedy for their bodily difeafes thou would’ft tell it them, or elfc thou
would'ft judge thyfelf guilty of their death;—what fhall we fay then of
them who know of the remedy for curing fouls, and de not reveal it, and
perfuade men to make ufe of it! Is it not hypocrify, to pray daily for their
converfion and falvation, and never once endeavour to procure it?  Alas?
that your prayers ar.d your practice fhould fo much difagree! How forward
are hypocrites in their facrifice, and how backward to fhow mercy ! how
forward to cenfure minilters for negle@ing their dutics; yea, to expect
more from one minifter than ten can perform ; and yet they make no con-
fcience of negle@ing their owas; as if other men were to work, and they
only to fit by and judge !

Look Chriftians, with ar eye of compaffion, on the ignorant, ungodly
finners ahout you : be not like the prieft and levite, that faw the man
wounded, and pafied by. God did not fo pafs by you when it was youx
own cafe. Are not the fouls of your neighbars fallen into the hands of
Satan ? Doth not their mifery cry out to you, Help! Help! As you have
any compailion towards men in the greateft mifery, Help! As you have
the hearts of men, and not of tigersin you, Help!”

Samnr’s Rest, Part 111 Chap. xiv. § 1.

to
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to be found whofe talents and inclinations may better fit
them for itinerants, than for fettled paftors : thefe may
wholly devote themfelves to it. Gifted bretheren, who
may rot be competent to the conftant difcharge of the
minifterial office, either itinerant or ftationary, may#* do
much in a lefs extenfive circle, 2nd in an occafional way,
And moft churches would probaktly fpare their paltors for
a menth or two in a year. Supplies would be procured
for part of the time; and for the remainder, they might
engage in religious exercifes amongft themfelves without
a minifter. 1 his would be doubtlets making a facrifice
of their privileges for a time; but then they ought to re-
colleét, that he, for whofe ‘fake they make it, has not
only made a greater facrifice for them, but promifed
amply to recompenfe them for all their labours of love to
him and his caufe,

Of the neceflity of fuch exertions, within the bounds
of this kingdom, little doubt can be entertained. Not
to confine Chriftianity to the denomination to which. we
belong, or to any one denomination, which would be
illiberal and criminal ; yet who is there that knows an
thing of Chriftianity on the one hand, and the ftate of
the inhabitants of many villages and towns, yea even
counties, on the other; who is not fully convinced that
the number of real Chriftians is exceeding fmall ? What
tribes of inhabitants people the foreft of Dean, in Glou-
cefterthire, and the extenfive collieries in Shropfhire
and Staffordfhire? And yet how very few can it be hoped
are truly religious ? In what a deplorable ftate of igno-
rance and prophanenefs is Herefordfhire, my native
county | Though it be neither the fmalleft, nor the leaft
populous, yet I doubt whether 300 fouls, favingly ac-
quainted with the way of falvation by Jefus Chrift, can
be found in it. Whilft it is readily allowed, that the
millions of heathens abroad call loudly for cur help; do
not the hundreds and thoufands of little better than hea-
thens at home, call for our pity too? . = .

It is true, from the general chara&er of colliers, and
other confiderations, great oppofition may at firit be ap-
prehended ; and from the peculiar circumftances of the
county I jult now mentioned, great difficulties would
occur. But the experience of the Methodiits (patterrs

* A young man at Southampton, joined to the Baptilt Church in that
town, has laboured in fuch a way, for feveral months,  Of the fruits of his
Jaliours, eight have already jained the church, and many more appear to
be favingly wrought upen,

in
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in this refpet worthy of imitatien) has proved, that fuch
a defcription of men fooner yield to exertions, than thofe
of a more civilized caft. And, from the few experi-
ments I myfelf made, when in Herefordthire, laft fpring,
I am fully convinced, thos proper attempts there are not
to be confidered as hopelefs.

Fatigues, it is true, muft be endured, and hazards run
by all who engage in fuch attempts. But every Chriftian,
and more efpecially every minifter, fhould know, that
whofoever will be Chrift’s difciple muft deny himfelf,
and take up his crofs and follow him—muft not count
his life dear to himfelf.

Attempts of this fort require expenfe, efpecially where
no Chriftian friend can be expelted to entertain fuch
itinerants. But were the bufinefs heartily entered into,
from the well known liberality of pious and ‘charitable
gentlemen in London and other parts of the kingdom,
even upon lefs important occafions, little fear of a want
of refources of this kind can be entertained.

It gives me, dear fir, very fenfible pleafure to learn,
that our brethren in the metropolis have taken up the
bufinefs with {pirit and refolution. May God crown
their laudable efforts with fuccefs!! and, whilft they
are now forwarding it with their property, and others,
we truft, will be foon with their labours, may you and
I, may all that love our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the im- -
mortal fouls of men, conftantly help with our prayers'!
As it is an attempt in fome refpefts new, would it be
amifs, fir, if the friends of it were to fet apart fome par-
ticular feafons of folemn prayer for a blefling upon it ?
Would it not be practicable to confecrate one hour in a
week to that particular purpofe? May not an explicit
agreement be entered into by them, to engage in fuch.
folemn employ at the fame time, either focially, with as
many as may conveniently meet together ; or with their
families, if praticable; or elfe in their clofets ? Some-
thing of this kind has been attempted in fome religious
connexions, and ¢arried on with pleafure, and attended
with a blefing. Would it be improper, fir, to bring
forward a motion of that kind, at one of the meetings of
the friends and fupporters of this undertaking ? Earneftly
wifhing and praying that a blefling may attend this, and
every other effort, for the advancement of the Redeemer’s
kingdom in the world,

I remain, dear fir,
Your fincere, obliged friend and fervant,
W. STEADMAN,
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TO THE FRIENDS OF EVANGELICAL TRUTH IN GENERAL;
AND
‘TO THE CALVINISTIC BAPTIST CHURCHES
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IT is very affe&ting to think, that, in this countr{, though
highly favoured with civil and religious privileges, the
inhabitants of many villages are deftitute of an Evangeli-
cal Miniftry : becaufe it is apparent, from Holy Scripture,
that the gol%el of falvation by grace is of the higheft import-
ance, to enlighten the minds and relieve the ¢onfciences,
to fanctify the hearts and reform the lives, of the ungodly

and the profligate. ’
This gofpel, though contained in the Bible, and though
that beft of books lie open to every one who can read his
own language ; muft, according to the appointment of
Heaven, be exhibited in a public miniftry. Preaching the
gofpel, or publifhing falvation by Jefus Chrift, is the ordi-
nance of God; and the grand mean of converting finners,
in order to their prefent peace, their greater ufefulnefs, and
their final happineis. Preach the gofpel to every creature,
was the high command of our fovereign Lord, to his dif-
ciples, juft before he afcended the throne of univerfal do-
minion. This divine order is yet in force; and its obli-
gation extends to all that are invefted with the minifterial
chara&er. Nor ought private Chriftians to confider them-~
felves as unconcerned in the execution of an order fo
authoritative, and fo beneficent, For, without their co-
ogeratior., by affording pecuniary afiiftance, the minifters
of Chrift are not abie to make thofe exertions, which, in
the common courfz of providence, are necefiary to the
diffufion of fpiritual knowledge, by itinerant preaching, in
the darker paris of any country. Thus private brethren
become fellow-helpers to the truth, and to the public mi-

nifters of it |
£
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It is with peculiar plealyre that we contemplate the re-
cent formaiion of focicties in the country, not only among
the Particular Baptifts, but alfo among our Congrega-
tioral Brethren, for the fpread of the gofpel in this land
by village preaching. A defizgn fo important, and a con-
dudt fo 1auduble, that we cannot but earneftly recommend
them, as worthy to be adopted by all thofe paftors and
churches, in the differeat Countics, who love the doélrines
of divine grace; and, efpeciaily, to thofe of our own de-
nomination.

As private brethren, though not endued with abilities
for the public minifiry, may neverthelefs poflefs a well-
informed underftanding, a gift for prayer, a talent for-
edifying converfation, and be confpicuous in the churches
to which they belong, for fteady piety, for benevolence,
and for a well-regulated zeal; fo it is very defirable that
fuch characters were feleCted and encouraged, by thofe
churches of which they are members, to ufe their pious
endeavours in adjacent villages. By benevolent, prudent,
and gradual cfforts, one or another, in each circumijacent
village, might 2imit a few neighbours into his houfe, to
hear a periun of the preceding defcription read the ferip-
turer, converfe on facred fubjedls, and pray; whether on
Lord’s-days, or at other times, as opportunity prefented.
By {uch means the caufe of Chrift might be greatiy pro-
moted: for experienice and oblervation unite in attefting;
that 2 fimilar line of condut has been owned of God, tq
the [piritual benefit of many.

Though real Chriitians ought always to confider them-
felves as lying under indifpenfable obligations, to ufe every
fcriptural mean in their power, to diffufe the favour of the
knowledge of Chriff in the feveral countries where they
refide s yei, the varying atpedt of Divine Providence may
more loudly call for excrrions of this kind, at one time,
than at another.  Such is the prefent feafon.  For who,
that {erioufly refieils on thofe fcenes of diftrefs which are

~in the world, but muit exclaim? Behold the works of the
srd! TVhat defslaticns he hath made in the earth ! God,
in the langueg: of prophecy, is manifetly come out of his
Pplace, to punifp the inbabitants of the earth for' their iniqui-
ties, and to fhake the earth with terror. The great and
alarining events, which have recently taken place, are
pregnant with new and powerful motives to ftrenuous. en-~
deavours, for the fpread of divine truth: by a confcien-
ticus and praftical regard to which motives, it fhall be
apparent, that our hearts are in unifon with that compre-
henfive peiition, THY KINGDOM COME,

‘While
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While we rejoice in the {piritual and laudable exertions
of our Chriftian Brethren, under different denominations,
to propagate the gofpel among the Heathen in foreign
climes: we fhould not forget the many myriads at home,
who have {carcely any thing pertaining to Chriftianity,
befides the name—who-are profoundly ignorant, if not
notorioufly profligate and projane.

The fpread of infidelity is now uncommonly great.
Multitudes of people in'this country, being unacquainted
with the true principles of Chriftianity, have no experience
of their falutary tendency to relieve the diftrefled con-
{cience, to fanclify the depraved heart, or to meliorate the
conduét ; and, confequently, there is no reafon to wonder,
that many of this defcription fall an eafy prey to the art-
ful infinuations, and the blafphemous affertions, which fo
frequently proceed from the lips, or the pens, of Deifts.
Many, indeed, are the judicious defences of Chriftianity
which have appeared in our language, Thefe, however,
being feldlom read by the lower claffes of people, can
have but little effet in preferving them from the con-
tagion of Infidelity. Befides, reading the infpired volume,
and the preaching of divine truth, are the grand means,
appointed of God, to excite ferious refletion, and earneft
prayer ; to produce conviétion of fin, and intereft the
confcience in what the Scriptures reveal; to renew the
heart, and give an holy bias to the whole foul. Now,
perfons who are thus affeCted, by what the Divine Writ-
ings contain, will revere the Bible, and be far from re-
nouncing Chriftianity.

Amidft all the improvements in Philofophy, in Science,
‘and in ufeful Arts, there is the higheft reafon to lamere
the neglect of that infpired volume, which is able to make
us wife to falvation. A ferious attention to the facred con-
tents of which, muft lead us to conclude, either, that the
New Teftament does not give a juft reprefentation of
Chriftianity ; or, that incomparably the major part of thofe
who profefs the religion of Jefus, are not Chriflians: for
Chriftianity, as delineated in the Apoftolic Writings, is
the religion of rectitude, of love, and of peace. Evan-
gelical truth, which is the great inftrument, in the hand
of God, for promoting real Chriftianity, is the dotrine of
divine benevolence to man—the doétrine of pardon, of
reconcillation, and of falvation, by Jefus Chrift. This
doétrine, by whomfoever fincerely believed, never fails to
produce a cordial veneration for God, and an unfeigned
benevolence to man, That veneration is exprefled, by a

COl3m
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confcientious regard to holy worthip, according to ferip~
tural rule ; by habitually obferving the divine precepts;
and by devout fubmuflion to the orders of Providence.
This benevolence is manifefted, by a feries of truly vir-
tuous affeCtions towards our owa fpecies, in order to pro-
mote individual and focial happineis: or, in other words,
a prevailing difpofition to treat others, as we might rea-
fonably wifh them to treat us. To profefs the religion
of Jefus, while habitually deftitute of that veneraton,
and of this benevolence, 1s to infult Chriftianity, and to
libel the New Teftament.

Let us, then, Chriftian Brethren, regard thefe confider-
ations as emphatically inculcating ti.e uncerminty of all
temporal ‘enjoyments; the neceflity of fpiritual minded-
nefs; and a practical attention to that divine precept, What-
ever thy hand fitdeth to do, do it with thy might. Nor is
much refleétion required to convince us, that there is no
object of equal importance, with that of promoting the
genuine caufe of Chrift. To this, therefore, let pious
and prudent exertions be dire&ted. Let fuitable perfons,
for an itinerant miniitry, be, therefore, engaged : and let
ftated paftors in the country, according to their abilities
and opportunities, employ themfelves in village preaching.
Let reading a portion of the facred fcripture conftitute a
part of their public devotions; that thofe who cannot
read, who have not Bibles, or who fuffer them to lie ne-
gleéted, may hear the Lord himfelf fpeaking in the Old
and New Teftament.

In thefe labours, let them keep the great object con-
ftantly in view : which is, not merely to propagate a fet
of theological fentiments, though ever fo true; much lefs
to diffeminate political opinions, or to canvafs the affairs
of ftate ; but, in the fear of God, with much prayer, cir-
cumfpeétion, and felf-denial, to warn finners of the wrath
to come—to preach the unfearchable riches of Chrifi—and to
render their ungodly fellow-creatures truly wife, holy, and
happy. Then, being Chriftians indeed—by exemplary
piety in the feveral churches with which they may be con-
ne&ted—by domettic religion and good order, in the fami-
lies to which they belong—by integrit{ and benevolence,
in all their private connexions—and by a peaceable be-
haviour, as members of civil fociety at large—they fhall
adorn the doflrine of God our Saviour.

Such, Brethren, is the objeét we have in view ; and
fuch are the effe@s to be expetted from a fuccefsful pur-
fuit of it! But as, in this cafe, no fuccefs can poffibly ata

ten,
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tend the moft arduous exertions, without the concurrence
of Divine Providence, and the powerful influence of the
Holy Spirit; it is our indifpenfable duty, daily to folicit
the blefling of God upon all our feeble endeavours to pro-
mote the interefts of our Lord and Saviour, Jefus Chrift.

RULES OF THE SOCIETY.

I. THAT a voluntary fubfcription be opened for the:
benevolent and pious purpofes of this Society.

II. That any perfon fubfcribing one guinea per annun,
fhall be a member during the continuance of fuch fub~
fcription; and that a donation of ten guineas, or up-
wards, fhall conftitute a member for life.

ITII. A general: meeting fhall be held at our firft
monthly al%ociation after each quarter day; at which
meeting, feven members fhall be competent to tranfact
bufinefs. o

IV. The following Minifters, Abraham Booth, John
Martin, John Rippon, William Smith, William Button,
James Dore, Timothy Thomas, Thomas Thomas, and
Thomas Hutchings, with any other Baptift Minifters the
Society may think proper, fhall be confidered as members ¢
who, together with one member, being a fubfcriber, of
each of their churches, and eleven others, whether
members of churches, or not, chofen from among the

- fubfcribers at large; fhall form a Committee, for con-
du@ing the affairs of the Society. This Committee thall
meet in the afternopn of the day of each monthly affoci-
ation ; five of whom fhall be deemed fufficient to tranf-
a&t bufinefs,

V. Any feven of this Committee, giving ane Week’s
notice to the fubfcribers, fhall have power to call a ge-
neral meeting. C .

VI. A Treafurer and a Secretary fhall be annually
chofen: and when, refpeéting either of them, a vacancy -
happens, by death, or otherwife, another fhall be pro-
pofed by the Committee, for the'approbation of the ge-
neral meeting.

VII. No fubfcriber fhall vote, at a general meeting,
for any appointment of this fociety, after the firft year,
who has not been a fubfcriber for twelve calendar months.

VIII. The Treafurer fhall not pay any bills, on ac-
count of this Society, without an order figned by three
members of the Committee.

IX. Five
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1X. Five Auditors fhall be appointed annually, by the
general meetings to examine the bills and accounts of
the Treafurer. ‘

X. An account of the receipts and difburfements of
the ‘Society, fhall be annually laid before the general
meeting, for the infpection of the fubfcribers ; and, if
thought expedient, printed.

X1. The Committee fhall provide, and fend out, as
foon as may be, after due examination, fuch Calviniftic
Minifters, of the Baptift perfuafion, as appear to them
properly qualified for itinerant preaching ; which Mini-
iters fhall be entirely under the direion of the Commit-
tee; and, together with fuch affiftance as the Committee
may judge neceflary, for the encouragement of village
preaching, by fettled Minifters, fhall be paid out of the
fund of this Society. '

XII. The Committee, as they may think it expedient,
fhall be allowed to furnifh their itinerant Minifters with
a few {mall religious trats, to give away.

XIII. This Society, though formed under the-coun-
tenance and dire&ion of the Baptift Monthly Affociation,
is at liberty to permit its itinerant Minifters, whenever
expediency calls, to unite with P=dobaptift Minifters of
evangelical principles, who may be engaged in the fame
general defign. - - ‘

N. B. All contributions, however - fmall, will be
thankfully received. But it is hoped, that perfons whom
God bas entrufted with confiderable property, will be
induced, by a confideration of the importance of the
undertaking, to afford it a liberal fupport.

Form of a Teflamentary Bequeft.

Iter, I give and bequeathe to the Treafurer, for the time be-
ing, of the Baptift Socicty in London, for the Encouragement and
Support of Itinerant Preaching, eftablifhed in 1797, the fum of

to be paid out of my perfonal eftate, and to be
applied towards carrying on the benevolent and pious purpofes
of the faid Society.

Subf'criptfons received, by Mr. Ww. Fox, Treafurer,
Colebrooke-row, Iflington ; or at No. 136, Cheapfide ;
-imdby Mr. GaLE, Secretary, No. 12 and 13, Clement’s-

nn.

A LIST



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS, I797. 471

A LIST,

FOR 1797.%

Or the PRINCIPAL BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS which
have been Jately printed by the BaprisTs; with a few
others, diftinguithed by the Denomination to which
their Authors belong. .

Rev. Isaac Backus, Middleborough, Maffachufetts.

A Church Hiftory of New England, extending from 1783
to 1796 ; containing .an account of the religious affairs of
the country, and of oppreflions therein, on religious accountsg
with a particular Hiftory of the Baptift Churches in the five
ftates of New England. Vol. ITI. 8vo. pp. 334. price 4s. od.

Sold by Button and Thomas, London ; and may be had of the
Publifher of the Baptift Regifter.

Rev. Tuomas Barowin, A. M. Bofton, Maffachufetts.

1. A Sermon delivered at Bridgewater, December 17, 1794, at
the Ordination of the Rev. David Leonard, te the Work of
an Evangelift, on 2 Timothy,iv. 5. Do the work of an
Ewangeliff. 8vo. pp. 31.

2. A Sermon delivered February 19, 1795, being the day of
public thankigiving throughout the United States, on Pfalm
xxxill, 12. Blgfed is the nation awhaofe God is the Lord, and
the people whom be bath chofer for his own inkeritance. 8ve.
Pp- 24 .

. Sold by Manning and Loring, Bofton.

Rev. Agxanam Boors, London. .

Glad Tidings to perifhing Sinners; or, the Genuine Gofpel 2
complete Warrant for the Ungodly to believe in Jefus. 1zmo.
PP- 234. Price 2s. 6d. in boards.

Sold by W, Button and T. Knott, London.

D.
Rev. James Dorg, London.

1 The Path of the Fuft like the fbining Light : a Sermon, occafioned
by the Death of Henry Keene, Efq. who departed this life,
Feb. 14, 1797, in the feventy-firft year of his age ; preached
at Mazepond, Southwark, February 26, 1797. (Printed on
an elegant and coftly wove paper.) ~ 8vo. pp. 35. Price 1s.

* If any publication is omitted in this lift, it is becaule it has not regu-
larly come to hand, frec of expenfe.

May, 1797.] xk 2 An
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2 An Effay on the Refurre&ion of Chrift; in which proofs of
the fact are adduced, its import is explained, and its falutary
influence illuftrated. Price 1s. or, on fine wove paper, hot-
prefled, 1s. 6d.

Sold By Gurney and Button, London.

E.
Rev. JonaTran Epwarps, D. D. (Congregationalift) North
America.
1 Mifcellaneous Obfervations on important Zeological Subjests,
original and colletted. By the late Rev. Jomtfan Edwards,
Prefident of New Jerfey College.

2 Remarks on important Theological Controverfies, being a fe-
cond volume of Prefident Edward’s Mifcellaneous Obfervations.

8old in London, by Vernor and Hood, and Button. In Briftol,
by Haac James, North-ftreet,

N. B. Many important and original Thoughts are contained in
the firf? of thefe volumes, on the evidences of revealed reli-
gion, and on the myfteries of Revelation, efpecially on the
doétrine of the Trinity, and the Divinity of Chrift.

The 1/mma’, which has ftill more original matter than the firft,
relates chiefly to God’s Moral Government; a future State ;
the Immortality of the Soul; the endlefs punifhment of the
impenitent ; the divine decrees; efficacious grace; the ’Per-
feverance of the faints ; the neceflity and reafonablenefs of the
Chriftian doftrine ; of the fatisfaétion for fin ; and the nature
of vital faith. i

Rev. JouN Ersking, D.D. one of the Minifters of
Edinburgh.

A Supplement to two Volumes (publifhed in 1754) of Hiftorical
Colle@tions; chiefly containing late remarkable inftances of
faith working by love. Publithed from the manufcripts of the
late Rev. Dr. John Gillies, one of the minifters of Glafgow ;
with an account of the pious compiler, and other additions,
by Dr. John Erfkine. 13mo. pp. 93.

Sold by Vernor, London ; and by Conftable, Edinburgh.

Rev. Joun Evans, A. M. (General Baprift.)

t The Providence of God, a Sermon, preached at Maidftone,
April 24, 1796, on the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Pine ; who
died on the 1zth of the fame month, in the 51t year of her
age.

J Hearts in the holy bands of love combin’d,
Death has no power to fever. - Thou art mine !
A little while,and thou fhalt dwell with me
In {ccnes where forrow is not.  Cheerily
Tread thou the path that leads thee to the grave ;
Rough tho’ it be and painful '~for the orAvE
Is but the threfhold of cternity. A
2 An
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2 An attempt to account for the infidelity of the -Jate Edward
Gibbon, Ef . founded on his own memoirs, publithed by
John Lord Sheffield ; with refle®tions on the beft means of
checking the grefent alarming progrefs of fcepticifm and irre-
ligion ; including an account of the converfion and death of

John Lord Littleton. 8vo. price 1s. 6d.

Sold by Longman and Knott, London ; and by Cottle, Briftol.

F
Rev. Anprew FurLEr, Kettering.

The Importance of a decp and intimate Knowledge of Divine Truths
A Sermon, delivered at an Affociation of Baptift Minifters and
Churches, at St. Alban’s, Hertfordthire, June 1, 1796.—
Price 6d.

Rev. Ricuarp Furman, A. M. Charlefton.

Rewards of Grace conferred on Chrif’s faithful People; A Sermon,
occafioned by the Deceafe of the Rev. Oliver Hart, A. M.
Paftor of the Baptift Church at Hopewell, in the State of New
Jerfey: who departed this life, December 31, 1795, in the
73d year of his age. Preached at the Baptift Church in
Charlefton, South Carolina, February 7, 1796, on Mattthew
Xxv. 21, Well done, thou good and faithful fervant ! Thou haft
been faithful over a few things: I awill make thee ruler over
many things : Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 8vo. pp. 28.

Sold by M¢Iver, No. 47, Bay, Charlefton; and by Button, London.

G
Rev. Joux Gearp, Hitchin,

The Beauties of Henry: a Sele@on of the moft flriking Paf-
fa}%&s in the Expofition of that celebrated Commentator. To
which is prefixed, A brief Account of the Life, Chara&er,
Labours, and Death of the Author, Vol, I. extratted from the
Hiftorical Part of the Old Teftament, 12zmo pp. 470, price
4s. 6d.- boards.

Sold by W. Button, London, and J. James, Briftol.

X
Rev. Joun Kincsrorp (General Baptift.)

A Sermon addrefled to the General Baptifts, on-the Caufes of
their Declenfion, and the Means of their future Profperity.
Preached at the Baptift Meeting, St. Thomas-fireet; Port{-
mouth, November the 15th, and at Chichefter, December the
8th, 1795, {now a little enlarged), 8vo, price 6d.

Rev. Joun MarTin, London.

5. The Gofpel of our Salvation; a Sermon, preached at the opening
of the New Meeting in Store-fireet, Bedford-fquare, on Afts
Xiv. 7, And there they preached the Gofpel. 8vo, pp. 32; price 6d.

k k2 2 Some
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2. Some Account of the Life and Writings of the Rev. Jonn
Martin, Paftor of the Church meeting in Store-ftreet, Bed-
ford-fquare. et of myfelf I «will not glory, but in mine Infir-
mities. For though I awould defive to glory, I fball not be a
fool, for I will fay the truth. z Cor. xii. 5, 6. Small 8vo.
Pp- 144. Price 1s. 6d. .

Sold by J. Martin, jun. No. 27, Great Ruffell-fireet, Bloom{bury.

: Mission.
Periodical Accounts relative to the Baptift Society for propa-

gaﬁgf the Gofpel among the Heathens, No. IIL. 8vo, price
1s. 6d.

Sold by Button ard Thomas, London; James, Briftol ; and may
be had of the Baptift Minifters throughout England.

P
Rev. Wirr1am PeEnpERED, Hull
The Duty of Chriftians to feek the Peace and Welfare of the Com-
munity ; A Sermon, preached’ at Kingfton upon Hull, on the
late Public Faft, Wednefday, March 8th, 1797. Price 1s.
: Non nobis folum nati fumus, fed ctiam patriz. Ciczro.
Sold by Wills, Johnfon, and Knott, London; Langdon, Leeds ;
and by the feveral Bookfellers in Hull.

R
Rev. SaMuEeL Ricuarpson, Chefter.

An Effay on the Suretithip of Chrift, in two Parts. Part I. The
Dofttrine ftated: Part II. Objeftions anfwered. Small 8vo,
Pp. 203, price 2s.

Sold by W. Button, and 'T. Knott, London

Rev. Joux Rirron, D. D. London.

1. A4 Brief Effay towards an Hiftory of the Baptiff Academy ai
Briftel ; read before the Briftol Education Society at their An-
niverfary Meeting, in Broadmead, Auguft 26th, 1795, 8vo,
Pp- 52, beautifully printed on an elegant and coftly wove
paper, price is. '

2. Vol. II.  The Baptiff Annual Regiffer: containing Sketches
of the State of Religion among different Denominations of
good Men at home and abroad, for the years 1793, 1794,
1795, 1796, and part of 1797, 8vo, half bound and lettered,
price 7s.

Volumes Firft and Second fell at 14s.—any odd Numbers may
be had to complete Setts.

3 The
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3. The Seconp EpiTion, with Improvements, of a Sele&tion
of P{alm and Hymn Tunes, from the beft Authors, (including
many originals ) adapted principally to Dr. Watts’s Hymnsand
Pfalms, to Mr. Rippon’s Sele&tion of Hymns, and fuited to
fuch Congregations who prefer the good old Tunes, as well
as to thofe who ufe the more lively Airs of Plalmody. Price
5s. bound in fher~; in calf and hot-prefled 6s. 6d.

'Thefe three Articles, and alfo, A Seleftion of Hymns intended
as an Appendix to Dr. Watts’s Pfalms and Hymns, may be
had of the fame Author; and are

Sold by Dilly and Button, London ; Brown, James, and Cottle,
Briftol; Ogle, Edinburgh; by the Baptift Minifters in many
of the principal Towns in England; and at Bofton, Phila-
delphia, New York, Charlefton, &c. in America.

Rev. Wirrram RoGers, D. D. Philadelphia.

A Sermon, occafioned by the Death of the Rev. Oliver Hart,
A. M. who departed'this Life, December 31, 1795, in the 73d
year of his age, preached at Hopewell, New Jerfey, April 24,
1796, on zd Samuel, chap. iii. and lpart of the 38th verie,
Know ye not that thereis a greatman fallen in Ifracl ! 8vo, pp 39.

Sold by Lang and Uttick, Philadelphia, and by Button, London.

Rev. Joun Ryranp, D. D. Briftol.

T'he Duty of Minifiers to be Nurfing Fathers to the Church, and the
Duty of Churches to regard Minifters as the Gift of Chrift :
A Cuarce, on Num. xi. 12, That thou fpouldeft Jay unto me,
car;y them in thy bofom, as a nurfing Father beareth the fucking
child unto the land avhich thou faveareft unto their Fathers ;
delivered by the Rev. John Ryland, D. D. of Briftol; and a
Sermox, onEph. iv. 11. He gawe fome—Paftors ana Teackers ;
delivered by the Rev. S. Pearce, 4. M. of Birmingham, in the
Diflenting Meeting-houfe, Angel-ftreet, Worcetter, at the Or-
dination of the Rev. W. Belcher, to the Paftorate of the Bap-
itft Church, meeting in Silver-freet, in the fame City: to-
gether with an INTrRoDUCTORY ADDRESs, by the Rev.
G. Ofborn, and alfo Mr. Belfher’s Declaration of his Religious

- Sentiments, 8vo, pp. 64, price Is.

Sold by Button, Londen, and James Briftol.

Mr. Tuomas SHErRATON, formerly, but not now, one of the
Scotch Baptifts.
Scriptural Subje@ion to Civil Government, in an Addrefs to
real Chriftians, Second Edition, 8vo. pp. 62.
Seld by the Author, No. 106, Wardour-fireet, Soho; by
Mathews, London; and by Duncan, Edinburgh.
£ k3 Rev.
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Rev. THomas STeevENs, Colchefter.

The Knowledge of God increafed, and the Church enlarged ; a Ser-
mon preached to Baptit Minifters and others, at their firft
Meeting to deliberate on a Plan for the more effe€tual fpread
of the Gofpel in the County of Effex. Pricc 4d. :

Sold by Mr. Batton, and by the Minifters of the Effex Affociation.

Rev. SamueL StexneTT, D. DU

Difcourfes on Perfonal Religion.

N. B. This Work was formerly printed in two Volumes.—
The Rev. Mr. Jofeph Stennett, the worthy fon of the Doéor,
to accommodate the Public, has now publithed the whole in one
large handfome Volume, 8vo. pp. 537, price 8s. ornamented
with a beautiful Head of the Autﬁor, which is pronounced to
be a very corre&t Likenefs.

Sold by Dilly, Cadell and Davies, Button, and Knott, London ;
and by the Rev. Mr. Uttick, Philadelphia.

Cuarires StuarTt, M.D. a very refpe@table Baptift in Edin-
burgh, has republifhed two Treatifes written by that famous
Puritan, Henry Ainfworth.

1. The Communion of Saints—a Treatife of the Fellowthip
that the Faithful have with God and his Angels, and with
one another in this prefent life. Gathered out of the Scrip-
tures.

2. An Arrow against Idolatry, taken out of the Quiver of the

Lord of Hofts. Printed at Nova Belgia,* 1640.

To this Edition is prefixed fome Account of the Life and
Writings of the Author. -

Thefe two Treati{es are now reprinted at Edinburgh, in one
volume, 12mo. mzking together 344 full pages, befide the Ac-
count of the Author, which occupies 6o pages more. This account
drawn up by the learned Editor of thefe pieces, is modeftly in-
trcduced to our notice by a thort advertifement, in which he
fays, « The following Treatifes gontain a fimple account, al-
moft in the very words of the Scriptures of fome of the moft
important truths 2nd duties revealed 1n the word of God.*

<« Both thefe books are become very fcarce, the laft edition
having been publifhed about one hundred and fifty years ago.

«« Not the fmalleft liberty has been taken with the meaning
of the Author, though in fome places, words now obfolete,
have been exchanged for thofe more in ufe; and obvious or
{moother expreflions fubftituted in the room of fuch as appeared
harfh or obfcure.

* Thisit feems was the name by which the Province of New York was
known in 1640, being firfl fettled from Holland, and not Jong before that
period conquered by the arms of England, .

« When
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¢« When it was firft propofed to republith thefe Treatifes, it
feemed very defirable that they fhould be accompanied with the
Life of the Author. This was readily undertaken before the
difficulty of executing it was perceived.

«« There are, probably, few materials for it, and of thefe the
Editor has been able to procure but a very fmall part. He does
rot doubt, that thofe who have had an opportunity of examin-
ing the whole, may be able to dete& feveral miftakes in what he
has writtens Some pains, however, has been taken to -fatisfy
the curiofity of fuch who efteem the works of AinsworTH.

« The reader will find here an attempt towards an account
of him, as full, I believe, as can be met with, and more con-~
formable to truth than any other which I have feen..

« The Editor has been enabled to write this, chiefly by the
obliging communications of the learned and ingenious Mr. Ro-
binfon, of Cambridge, who has taken the trouble to inveftigate
feveral circumftances relating to the Author, and has fent him
extrats from various books which he could not procure.”

There are'feveral other publications relative to Ainfworth,
John Canne, and the Brownifts, which are {pecified at the end
of the Life of Ainfworth, which Dr. Stuart would be happy
to procure.—See from page Ixiii. to xix.

Sold by Laing, Edinburgh, and Button London.

T
Rev. Josaua TrHoMas, Leominfter.

An Hiftory of the Baptift Affociation in Wales, from the year
1650, to the year 17go; fhewing the times and places of
their Annual Meetings, whether in Wales, London, or Britol,
&c. including. feveral other interefling articles; 8vo, pp. 94,
price 1s. 6d. ftitched. '

May be had of all the perfons who fell the Baptift Annual

Regitter. :
Rev. Jossva TouLMIN, D. D. (General Baptift,) Taunton.

The Praical Efficacy of the Unitarian Dorine confidered; in
a Series of Letters to the Rev. Andrew Fuller, occafioned by
his Publication, entitled, The Calviniftic and Sccinian Syi-
tems examined and compared, as to their moral tendency. Ta
which is added, the {fecond edition, of An Effay on the
Grounds of Love to Chrift, 1zmo, pp. 74.

Sold by J. Johnfon, London,
w
Rev. W. WiLLey, Dartmouth.

Theology in Miniature ; or, A Sketch of pure Religion; be-
ing the Subftance of Two Sermons preached at Dartmouth.
1zmo. price 6d.

Sold by Nettleton, at Plymouth; and Button, London.

xk4 A CATA-



478 LIST OF PUBLICATIONS.

A CATALOGUE -OF THE BOOKS
PUBLISHED BY
'THE BAPTISTS IN SCOTLAND.

ArcuiBaLp M<Lean, one of the Paftors of the Baptift
Church in Edinburgh.

1 Letters addrefled to Mr. John Glafs, in anfwer to his Differta-
tion on Infant Baptifm. Publifhed in the beginning of 1767.

2 A Defence of Believer’s Baptifm, in oppofition to Infant
Sprinkling. Being an anfwer to a pamphlet, entitled, <« Re-
marks on Scripture Texts relating to Infant Baptifm.” Toge-
ther with fome ftrictures on Mr. Huddlefton’s Letters, and
other writings on that fubje. Publithed 1777.

3 The Commiffion given by Jefus Chrift to his Apoftles illuf~
trated. In three parts. 12mo. pp. 328. Publifhed 1786.
The firft impreflion of this book is fold off, and a fecond
edition, with fome amendments, is now about to be publifhed.

4. The Nature and Import of Baptifm, with its indifpenfable
obligation. To which is added, a fhort Sketch of the Church
Order, and Religious Practices of the Baptifts in Scotland.
12mo. pp. 84. Publithed 1786.

5. A Letter on the Sonthip of Chrift, originally addrefled to
fome of the members of the Baptift Church at Edinburgh.—
To which is added, a Review of Dr. Walker’s Defence of
the Doétrine of the Trinity and Eternal Sonfhip of Chrift,
1zmo. pp. 134. Publifhed 1738.

6. The Belief of the Gofpel Saving Faith. Being the fubftance
of two difcourfes preached at the Meeting-houfe, High-
ftreet, Kingfton-upon-Hull. With an appendix, containing
fome ftrictures upon a fermon, entitled, ¢ The Faith of the
Operation of Ged.” 12mo. pp. 157. Publifhed 1791,

. The Promife that all Nations fhall be brought into fubje&ion
to Chrift, with the reafons of it, briefly confidered ; together
with a fhort view of the duty of Chriftians, to ufe means for
its accomplifhment, and of their encouragement in fo doing ;
being the fubftance of a difcourfe preached in the Baptift
Meeting-houfe, Richmond-court, Edinburgh, on the Lord’s-
day, Dec. 27, 1795, 12mo. pp. 29. 1796.

Wirriam Braipwoon, one of the Paftors of the Baptift
Church at Edinburgh. ‘

1. A Difcourfe on the Duty of mutual Exhortation in -the
Churches of Chrift. 8vo. pp. 38. Publifhed in 1787,

2. Parental Duties illuftrated from the word of God, and en-
forced by a reprefentation of the falutary confequences arifing
from the proper government of children. In three diftourfes.
gvo. pp. 71, Publithed in 1792 and 17¢6, .

3 Punty
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3. Purity of Chriftian Communion, recommended as an antidote
againit the perils of the latter days. In three difcourfes. To
which is added, an appendix,- containing fome thougats on
the weekly celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and on the nature
and tendency of human flandards of religion. 8vo. pp. gz.
Publithed 1796.

"This and the foregoing publications are fold by J. Guthrie and
J- Ogle, Edinburgh; and by Chapman and Murgatroyd,
London. ]

Henry D. Incris, oncof the Paftors of the Baptift Church

in Edinburgh.

1. A Letter to fix men under fentence of death. -

2. Two Letters to the Public, illuftrating the doétrine of the
grace of God, and exemplifying it in the cafe of William
Mills, ~ Second edition. 12mo. pp. 108.

3. Shorr Notes of Nine Difcourfes on important Subjeéts.

4. A Call to the People of God to come out of Babylon. 1zmo.
pp. z1. 1791. .

5. The Duty of Subjettion to civil Rulers, illuftrated from the
New Teftament. 12mo. pp. 8. 1792. )

6. A Difcourfe on the fupreme Divinity of Jefus Chrift.

7. A Difcourfe on the Converfion of the Ethiopian Eunuch.

) Edinburgh, Nowv. 10, 17gb.

ORDINATIONS, &c.

1IN

1795, 1796.%

Rev. James SmiTu, (extra® of 2 letter from Rev. L. But-
terworth.) The 15th of April, 1795, I attended the ordina-
tion of Mr. James Smith, over the Baptift Church at the Old
Meeting-Houfe, Perfhore. He is a young man of very promifing
abilities, from the Church at Chafewater, Cornwall, under the
care of Mr. Reading, but late from the Briftol Academy. The
fervice was introduced by reading Ezek. iii. 17—21. and Tit.
1. chap. and prayer, by Brother Eiifha Smith. The introdutory
oration by your unworthy fervant. Brother E. Edmonds, Bir-
mingham, prayed the ordination prayer. ~Our Brother Dr. Ry-
land gave a moft excellent charge, from 2 Tim. 2, 3. Brother
Pearce, Birmingham, preached in a very pleafing manner, from
1 Jobn i. 3. By fellowthip he underftood partnerfhip, and
{irongly recommended it to the people to become partners with
their minifter in promoting the intereft of the Lord. Brother
T. Edmonds, Upton, concluded in prayer. All prefent found

* If any ordinations are omitred in thefe pages, thcy may be inferted as
potes in the new Lft of churches, in No, 15, EniToz.
1t
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it to be a2 more edifying feafon than they had experienced on
any fimilar occafion. Every one feemed to be in a good frame,
and to enjoy liberty. ’ '

Rev. Joseru BercuEer, Rufhden, Northamptonthire, (Ex-
tra&t). My ordination took place on Auguft 4, 1795. Began
by finging the 132d Pfalm, L. M. Brother Alcock, of Hail
Wefton, prayed. Afterwards Brother Grindon, of Sharnbrook,
opened the work of the day, and propofed the. ufual interroga-
tories,-and received the confefiion of faith. 'This done, the
call to, and acceptance of, the paftoral office were recognized.
We then fung the 410th Hymn, of your 8eleftion. Mr. E. Ed-
monds, of Birmingham, gave the minifter his charge from the
28th chap. of Matthew, 19 and zo verfes ; and Mr. Nickolls, of
Kimbolton, preached to the people, from Pfalm cxxii. g verfe,
We then fung the 411th Hymn in the Sele@ion. Mr. Hall, of
Irthlingborough, concluded by prayer, and the ufual benedi&ions.

On account of our meeting being fo fmall, we were obliged
to attend to the fervice in the meeting-houfe-yard.

M. Davis, of Romfey, preached in the evening of the day,

from 1 Cor. iil. chap. part of 22, 23d verfes, A/l are yours, and
ye are Chrifts, I am happy to fay we are in a peaceable and
flourithing condition.
_ Rev. jou~ MirrLarp, Baptift Minifter, was ordained paftor
of the Baptift Church, (admitting pious Pzdobaptifis to com-
munion at the Lord’s table}, at Stevington, Bedfordthire, O¢&.
8, 1795. Mr. Grindon, of Sharnbrqok, prayed. Mr. Dickens,
of Kcio, delivered an introdu&ory difcourfe, afked the ufual
Gueftions, and received Mr. Millard’s confeffion of faith. Mr.
Eillyard, of Olney, (of whofe church Mr. Millard had been a
member) prayed the Ordination Prayer. Mr. Bull, of New-
port-Pagnell, (in whofe academy Mr. Millard had fpent fame
time), delivered the charge from 1 Tim. i. 18. firft claufe. Mr.
Sutcliff, of Olney, addrefled the church, from Rom. xiv. tg.
and concluded the fervice with prayer. .Singing was attended
to at proper tines, throughout the fervice.

Rev. Joun Ricey, (Extra®.) On the 6th of Jan. 1796,

I was crdained paftor of the church of Chrift at Bramley,
Vaukihire, lately under the paftoral care of the Rev. Jofeph
Afkwith, deceafed. Mr. Afhworth, of Gilderfome, introduced
the {ervice of the day by reading Ezekiel 33. 1—16. Eph. 4.
t—14. 1 Tim. iii. atked the ufual queftions of the church
and minifter, received my confefion of faith, and prayed.—
Mr, Bowfer, of Shipley, gave the charge from i Tim 1v. 16.
dake beed unto, FJE from which he properly recommended
a devout circum{peétion, and divine perfeverance, with regard
to a life of holinefs ; and alfo 2 zealous regard to the important
do@trines of the blefled gofpel, upon this ground, that the
benefits infeparably connected with falvation, would refult f}-on}:
uc
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fuch a condud, to both minifter and people. Mr. Crabtree, of
Bradford, delivered a very fuitable and animating difcourfe to
the people, from 1 Thefl. v. 12. And ave befeech, &Fc. Mr.
Holton, of Rawdon, diretted the praifes of Ged through the
whole. The fervice was conduéted with order ; and the prefeace
of the Lord was with us.

Rev. Joun Timson was ordained paftor of the newly
formed Baptift Church at Earls-Barton, near Wellingborough,
in Northamptonfhire, Jan 23, 1796. On this occafion, Mr.
Sutcliff, of Olney, went through the prep: ratory fervices of the
ordination. Mr., Hall, of Irthiingborough, prayed over the
newly ordained minifter. Mr. Grindon, of Sharnbrook, delivered
the charge from 2 Tim. iv. 2. Preach the averd. Mr. Nickolis,
of Kimbolton, addrefied the church from 1 Thefl v. 12, 13.
Singing and prayer were inter{peried ar proper times throughout
the fervice.

Rev. Josepn LEE SPraGUE, (Extra&.) My ordination, at
Bovey, took place on March 30, 1796. The work was intro-
duced by Mr. Willey, of Dartmouth, who read feveral fuitable
fcriptures, and prayed. Mr., Birt, of Plymouth-Dack, explained
the nature of the fervice, and thowed the right of the peeple to
choofe their own paftors, with the propriety of this condu&.—
The church recognifed their call; and having fignified my
acceptance of it, I read my confeflion of faith. My uncle, Mr.
Daniel Sprague, of Tiverton, implored the divine blefling on the
relation then formed between me and the church. Prayer was
attended with the laying on of the hands of Mefirs. Sprague, Birt,
Norman of Bampton, and Thomas, of Prefcott. Mr. Sprague
delivered the charge from A&s xx. 28. Zake heed, &Fe.  Mr.
Birt preached to the people from Ezra x. 4. Arifs, for this matter
belongeth unto thee, e, Mr. Thomas clofed the fervice in
prayer. Suitable hymns were fung in the courfe of the {clemnity.

About a fortnight fince there was a-meeting of minifters at
Kingibridge ; Mr. Gibbs and Mr. Birt preached. It is pleafing
to fee the harmony which fubfifts between Plymouth and Dozk.,
O how good it is for brethren to dwell together in unity ! It is
intended to have a meeting twice in a year, compofed of the
church at Exeter, and the churches weftward of it, and to vifit
each in rozation.

Rev. Tuomas Berry, (Extradt) A fhort account of my
ordination fervice, which took place at Hanley, in Stafford-
fhire, on Wednefday the 6th of April, 1796. It may not be
amifs briefly to remark, that the following day was appointed
by the Independent Minifters of this circuit, to hold their quar-
terly meeting ; and providentially the place of meeting this
quarter was at Hanley. They all, I believe, gave us the plea-
fure to attend with us ;"and (what may perhaps appear as ftrange
to you as it did to many of us) the Popifh Prieft, who rcﬁdesh;n

that
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this neighbourhood, attended us in the morning. Ttle fervices
of the day were conduted in the following manner :—At eight
o’clock in the morning the members met to implore the prefence
and blefling of God to attend the church and congregation on
the folemn occafion ; and at half patt ten public fervice began.
Brother Sharp, of Mancheiter, introduced the work by read-
ing the 132d Pfalm, and the 1ft chapter of the Epiftle to Titus.
He then engaged in prayer. (Singing.) Brother Sharp pio-
ceeded to afk the ufual quettions, and receive the anfwers of the
church and minifter ; then the confeilion 6f faith was called for,
and read in the fpace of fifteen minutes. Brother Medley, of
Liverpool, prayed the ordination prayer, which was accom-
panied with laying on, of hands. (Singing again.) He then,
in 2 moft folemn, affeétionate, and encouraging manner, gave a
weighty charge to the poor minifter from z Timothy ii. 1.
T'hou therefere, my Son, be firong in the grace that is in Chrift Fefus.
{Singing.) Brother Reefe, of Congleton, then engaged in prayer,
and difmiffed the congregation. In the evening, at feven
o’clock, met again; after finging, Brother Boden, of Hanley,
engaged in prayer, (Singing.} Brother Sharp addrefied the
church in a very faithful and afic&tionate manner, from 1 Thefl,
v.and 13. (Singing again.) Then Brother Ralph, of Stone,
engaged in prayer, and difmiffed the affembly. Meflrs. Reefe,
Boden, and Ralph, are amiable Independent minifters. I think
it pleafant to add, that our brethren, Medley and Sharp, were
requcfted to preach the intended double leéture, for our worthy
Independent brethren; at Mr. Boden’s meeting-houfe, on the

onday evening, to which they cheerfully attended. Brother
Sharp firft from 1 Cor. xv. and 10 verfz ; But by the grace of God
I am <wbat I am. Then Brother Medley, from Deut. xxxiii.
and z5 verfe, latter claufe, And as thy day, fo fball ihy firength
e, Surely the Lord was with us of a truth, and made 1t a day
much to be remembered.

Rev. Jou~x Parmer was ordained paftor of the Baptift
Church at Salop, April 13, 1796. The fervice of the day was
opened with finging. Brother Harrifon read the hvmns ; Brother
Pearce fuitable portions of God’s word ; and affigned fcriptural
reafons to juftify the condu& of a gofpel church in the choice of
a paftor ; and received the declaration of faith, which was very
fatisfaCtory. The ordination prayer was offered up by Brother
Steadman, with impofition of ftands; and he delivered the
charge from A&sxx. 26 and 27 verles. Wherefore I take you to
vecord this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men, {br
1 hawve not fbunned to declare unto you all the counfel of God. Brother
Webfter preached to the people from the 1ft Theffalonians v.
¥2, 13 And awe befsech you, brethren, to know them avhich labour
among you, &c. and concluded in prayer.

Being without a Deacon, Brother Evans, of Alcaftan, a reve-
rend old man, and an honourable difciple of Chrit, (who imth
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long ftood a member of the church), was named for that office,
and’ wnanimoufly approved. Accordingly the church met
a quarter before fix o’clock the fame evening, to ordain him.—
Brother Steadman prayed, and impofition of hands was adopted.
A Ledture in the evening. Brother Smith, of Wolverhampton,
began in praver. Brother Pearce preached from the 2d of
Corinthians, iv. chap. 7 verfe. But awe bawe this treafure in earthen
weffels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of
us. Brother Harrifon concluded in prayer. The fervices of the
day were pleafing and profitable, infpiring an hope that the
union formed betwixt the paftor, the deacon, and people, will
prove a fingular bleffing under the great Head of the Church.

Rev. J. Wirson, Warwick, (Extra&t.) My ordination was
on June 1, 1796, Mr. Green, of Middleton Cheney, intro-
duced the fervice by reading the fcriptures, and prayer. Mr.
John Butterworth, of Coventry, propofed the ufual queftions,
and received the confeflion of faith, Mr. Whitmore, of Hook-
Norton, offered up the ordination prayer, with laying on of
hands. Mr. L. Butterworth, of Evetham, gave the charge
from Rev. ii. laft part of 1othverfe. Mr. Palmer, of Salop,addref-
fcd the people from 1 Pet. iii. 8, 9, and concluded in prayer.

Mr. SamueL RusTon’s call to the miniftry by the Church
at Hamfterly, Durham, .
In the month of Sept. 1795, the church upon deliberation at
a regular meeting agreed to call Brother Rufton, to exercife his-
talents before tbe church alone, on the Lord’s-day evenings.—
With this he complied. From the firft he was approved of; but
thele exercifes were continued for fix or feven weeks, in order to
forin a better judgment, and that all the members might have an
opportunity of hearing. The laft Friday in Oétober was
obferved as a day of prayer and fafting on that account, and the
paftor delivered a fermon on the occafion. After folemn
addreffes to God for direGtion and ferious deliberation, the
whole church unanimoully agreed to call him to the work of the
miniftry ; of which, after due confideration, he cheerfully
accepted. On the afternoon of Nov. 8, after the paftor had
afked him fome queftions in the behalf of the church, in the
prefence of the whole congregation, to which he made a fuitable
reply, the churches call of him to the miniftry, to preach the avorl
and baptize thofe who were proper fubjedts, under the direftion of
the church, and as eligible to the paitoral office, when called to
it, awas announced, of which he modeftly declared-his approba-
tion, with the motives which influenced hmm to give uphis fecular
employment, and to devote his time and talents to that work.—
After folemn prayer to God, the paftor preached a fermon from
z Tim. iv. 5. on the vigilance, patient fortitude, and perfe-
vering diligence, which are required in the facred miniftry.—
May the great Lord of the Harveft {fend forth many more
faithful labourers into his harveft!
ASSOCIA-





