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A SHORT ACCOUNT
OF THE )

SCOTS BAPTISTS,

YT was fuppofed, till very lately, that there never had exiffed
in Scotland a religious fociety of the Baptift denomination before
the year 1765 ; but it now appears that this was a miftake, and
that{uch a fociety did really exift there as far back as about the
middle of the Jaft century, and which ufed to meet at Leith and
Edinburgh., Whatled to this difcovery, was a book which.lately
fell intq the hands of a certain perfon at Edinburgh, entitled,
<" A Confeflion of Faith of the feveral Congregatiohs or Churches
¢ 6f Chrift in London, which are commonly (though unjuftly),
¢ called Amabaptifts: Publifhed for the vindication of the trath,
¢ &c. Unto which isadded, Heart-bleedings for Frofeﬁ'qrs abo- -
“ minations, ora faithful general epiftle (from the fame churches)
¢¢ prefented toall who haveknown the way of truth,&c. The fourth
% impreflion, correfted. Printed at Leith 1653, To this edi-
tion a preface is prefixed by fome Baptifts at Leith and Edinburgh,
which, however, contains nothing of the hiftory of their church,
only that they were ofthe fame faith and order with the churches
in London, Itisdated < Leith, the 1oth of the firft menth, vul-
garly-called March, 1652-3.”” and * figned in the name, and
¢ by the appointment of the church of Chrift, wfually meeting at
¢ Leith and Edinburgh, by Thomas Spenfer, Abraham Holmes,
¢ Thomas Powell, John Brady.” T

It is more than probable that this church was compofed of
Englifh Baptifts, who had gone intothat country ‘during the civil
wars: In that cafe it may ie fuppofed that they were chiefly fol-
diers, aswe know of no other defcription of men {o likely to have
emigrated from England to Scotland ; and it is well known that
there were many Baptifts in the army which Cromwell led into
that country, a good part of which was left behind for the pur-
pofe of garrifoning Edinburgh, Leith and other places.

This church, it'ts fuppofed, continued in exiftence down to the
xra of the Reftoration, when, in all probability, it was diffolved
and difperfed, owing either to the garrifons of Leith, and Edin-
burgh being then withdrawn and replaced by other troops, or
elfe to the violence of the perfecution which fo notorioufly dif-
tinguithed the execrable reign of the fecond Charles. ' Be that as
it may, there do notappear, as far as is now known, the llighteft
traces of fo much as one fingle Baptift church in North Britain,
for more than a hundred years fubfequent to that period. It was
not till the year 1765, that the Baptift profeffion began again to
make a public appearanee in that country* ; its . firft rife; how-
ever; may he traced a little farther back.’

In

* Alittle prior to this' date Sir William Sinclair, of, Dunbeath, Rart.
in thcﬁthire of Caithnefs, baptized a few of his tenants, wha united with
him
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In 1763 Mr. Robert Carmichael¥*, and Archibald M‘Lean
printer in Glafgow, converfing together upon the fubje&t of In-
antBépti(m, were at a lofs to find any proper ground for it in
the word of God ; but being unwilling to relinquith it haftily, it
was agreed that each of them fhould carefully confult the Serip-
tures upon that fubjet, and communicate their thoughts upon it
to each other. Meantime Mr. Carmichael, having received a
call from an Independentt Society at Edinburgh, removed from
Ghfgow to that place, and was chofen their elder along with Mr,
{obn McLean, fhop-keeper there.

. In June 1764, he wrote to Archibald M¢Lean, requefting him
to fend him his thoughts upon Baptifm according to promife,
which induced the latter to examine the Scriptures on that fub-
Jeft with greater attention than formerly, and the refult was his
full conviction that the Baptifm of infants had no foundation in
the word of God, and that none have a right to that divine infti-
tution but vifible believers. Thefe fentiments he communicated
to Mr. Carmichael, in a long letter, dated July 2, 1764. This,
however, did not fully convince Mr. Carmichael ; for, in a letter
to Archibald McLean, dated September 3, 1764, he informed
him, that though the arguments againft Infant Baptifm were very
forcible, yet he had baptized his colleague’s child, apprehending
there might be fome warrant for itin thefe words, < Suffer the
s¢ little children to come unto me, and forbid them not,” &c.
amd “ Then were your children unclean, but now are they holy.”

Mr. Carmichael had not been dong in Edinburgh when he
began to difcover that the people with whom he ftood conneéted
were of variousopinions, and that fome of them held erroneous
fentiments refpe&ing the extent of Chrift’s death, and the do&trine
of the atonement ; and as all his endeavours to infiruét and bring
them to unity in the faith had no effe&, but to excite contention,
he, with {evenothers, feparated from them in May 1763,

Soon after this he came to be fully convinced of the Scripture
doétrine of Baptifm, and preached it publicly. Five of the feven
who adheswd to him declared themfelves of the fame mind, among

him for fome time. His notions in many things were very fingular, He
obferved the Paffover, and after the Lord’s Supper he girded himfelf with
a tawel, poured water into a bafon, and wathed their feet, which. he
confidered as a neceflary appendage to the Lord’s Supper. He died feveral
years ago at Edinburgh, when, it is faid, all his adherents, excepting one,
returned to the Kirk.

* Mr. Carmichael had been feveral years paftor of an Antiburgher
congregation (the ftriéteft clafs of Segeders), at Cupar in Angus, where he
was much efteemed ; but, adopting congregational principles, he joined
the Glaffites, and was appointed an elder of a church of theirs at Glafgow.
After having continued with them abhout a year, he left them upon an
affair of difcipline in 1763, and it was foon after this that he had the
above mentioned converfation on baptifm with Archibald M‘Lean.

+ The Independent Societies, mentiongd in this narrative, are not of
of the Glaflite denomination, theugh like them, Congregationalifts.

whom
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whom was Mr., Robert Walker, furgeon®*. To obtain baptifm
in a regular way, it was judged proper that Mr. Carmichael
thould firft go to London and be baptized himfelf. He accord-
ingly went, and was baptized by Doétor Gill, at Barbican, O&aber
g» 1755, and, returning to Edinburgh, adminiftered that ordi-
nance to the five above mentioned, and other two, in November
following. Archibald M<Lean, then refiding at Glafgow, was
not baptized for fome weeks after ; and whileat Edinburgh u{:n
that occafion he was much folicited to write an anfwer to Mr.
Glas’s differtation on Infant Baptifm, which he did in the Spring
following, but it was not publifhed till the end of that year. A
publication of this nature being a novelty in Scotland, awakened
the attention of many in different places to the fubject.

In December 1767, Archibald M<Lean removed to Edinburgh,
the church then confifting of about nine members; and in June
1768, he was chofen colleague to Mr. Carmichael. Soon after
this the church increafed confiderably. '

Some perfons from Dundee having received baptifm, folicited
Mr. Carmichael to go and preach at that place as there was fome
profpeét of fuccefs. ~ He accordingly went, and during his ftay
there baptized feveral who were earneftly defirous of having him
fettled among them as their paftor. After repeated applications
to him and the church at Edinburgh, their requeft was at latt
complied with, and, in May 1769, Mr. Carmichael removed to
Dundee. They were immediately formed into church order, and
{fome time after Thomas Bofwel was chofen for his colleague.—
Meantime Mr. Robert Walker was chofen joint-elder with
Archibald M‘Lean of the church at Edinburgh,

The fame year (1760, feveral perfons came from Glafgow and
werg baptized. Afterwards when their number increafed they
were fet in order, and Neil ‘Stuart was appointed their elder.—
This was the beginning of the church at Glafgow.

In 1770, a fmall fociety at Montrofe unanimoufly adopted. the
Scripture view of Baptifm, but moft of them having been conneted
with the Glaffites, were tenacious of fome of their peculiarities,
with which they underftoed the Baptifis did not agree. They
wrate to Archibald M¢Lean on thefe particulars, and after feveral
Jetters had paflfed between them, they yielded the points in difpute,
and requefted him to come and baptize them. He complied with
their requeft, and adminiftered that ordinance to.them upon a
profeflion of their faith. They were immediately formed into
church order, John Greig being appointed their elder : afterwards
David Mill and Thomas Wren were chofen into that office.

* Mr. Walker was aman much and defervedly efteemed both for his
profeffional {kill and his charadter as a chriftian, He was eminently - ufe«
ful in the Baptift church at its firft ereion, and for feveral years after,
particularly inliberality ; for as the members were then very few, and in
mean circumflances, the greater part of the neceffary egpenfe atiending
the public prefeflion fell o his thare,

Hitherto
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Hitherto the Baptift intereft in Scotland feemed to profper ; but
3t was not long after this when feveral vexatious occurrences took
place, which were no doubt permitted to humbleand try them.

In 1772, Thomas Bofwel; Mr. Carmichael’s colleague at
Dundee, died. Mr. Carmichael himfelf was frequently feized
with a profufe fpitting of blood ; but his greateft afliction was the
nnwortiy conduét of feveral of the members under his charge,
Some of them were excluded, and others appeared devoid of the
-fpirit of genuine Chriftianity. Thefe things greatly difcouraged
and grieved his fpirit, and his bodily health declined apace ; fo
that ag length he became unable to difcharge the duties of his
office among them, which made him incline to return to Edin-
burgh. He was accordingly recalled, and notlong after departed
this life about the beginning of March 1774.

About this time an unruly factiog began to difturb the peace of
the church at Edinburgh, by introduging privately a great deal of
vain jangling and difputation upon various points. One of them
in particwlar maintained, That it was not the duty of any but
real believers in Chrift to pray unto God—That the office of
elder had nothing peculiar to 1t; but that the work of ruling,
Eublic teaching, and difpenfing the ordinances, belonged to the
brethren in common-——That neither the apoftolic prohibition of
blood-eating, nor the obfervanceof the firft day of the week were
Binding upon Chriftians, &c. After having been privately ad-
monifhed without effet, the matter was - reprefented to the
church, when jt appeared that he was fupported by a party who
were refolved to ftand by him ; {o that a}t)er much di{puting to no
ﬁurpofe, the church was called, and gave their voice to exclude
im. Upon this the whole party, confiiting of eight perfons, left

the: church. They immediately formed themfelves into a fepa-
rate Society, and baptized feveral perfons ; but being loofe and
feeptical in their principles, they foon began to broach feveral
other errors, fuch as denying that unbeliefis a damning fin—that
the future punifhment of the wicked will be eternal—that Jefus
Chrift“is truly God, &c. A few afterwards left them, and re-
tarned to the church profefling repentance. The reft of that party
are now altogether diflolved. <

In December 1774, another feparation took place in the church

at Edinburgh, which was more diftrefling than the formrer. This
was occafioned by an affair of difcipline, wherein Mr. Walker
himfelf was perfonally concerned, and as his colleague could not
atrogether approve of his conduét in the matter, which gave of-
fence, nor of his treatment of the brethren who had converfed
with him on thathead ; it gave rife to a-moft unhappy difference
between the two elders, which iflued in Mr. Walker’s leaving the .
church, drawing off with him a number of the members, and
forming theminto a feparate Society. 'The.other churches hear-
ing of this feparatian, fent fome of their number to enquire into
the grounds of it, and having obtained a full and diftin& ac=

coung
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bunt from both fides, they wrote to Mr. Walker, highly difap-
proving of his condu, and declaring they could have no con=
nexion with him or his adherents, till they fhould repent and
return to the church., . h 6. the church at Glaf

About the beginning of the year 1776, the church at Glafgow
fell ifito the g:mﬁdlhngerror, d};en:;ring the perfonal diﬁin&ioﬁ in
the Godhend. Archibald M<Lean wrote to Neil Stuart the elder
who had propagated that tenet, requefting him, in confequence
of the connexion which fubfifted between them, to give a diftin&
anfwer to a few queftions relative to that point. ~After a con-
fiderable delay he returned a long anfwer. To this Archibald
M-<Lean wrote a reply, in which the unity of the Godhead was
fully admitted, while the perfonal diffinttion was clearly pointed

. out from the very paflages which had been adduced to overturn it.
Finding the Sabellian fentiments untenable, they fhifted their
ground to Socinianifm, admitting that the Fatherand Son are di{-
tin& perfons, but affirming that the Godhead is the perfon of the
Father, and the manhood of Chrift the perfon of the Son ; and as
they did not hold the novel do&trine of Chrift’s pre-exiftent human
{foul, fo neither did they believe that the Son of God was a divine
perfon, or had any exiftence atall previous to his conception of the
virgin. This being reprefented to thechurch at Edinburgh, it was
agreed that Archibald M*Lean fhould write another letter to them
in the name of the church, refuting their herefy, and atthe fame
time informing them, that if this had no effe@, they would give
up all connexion withthem as a fifter churck, This was done
accordingly, and their anfwer was, that being fenfible of their
own inability to fettle matters by writing, they had refolved to
fend two of their number to Edinburgh to converfe upon the fub-
je€t, and requefted that no decifive iep might be taken till that
thould take place. '

In this ftate matters refted for feveral wonths, At Iaft they
gave notice of the time when their delegates fhould be at Edin-
burgh. The perfons appointed were their two elders, Neil

- *Stuart and George Beg. But inftead of coming to Edinburgh at
the time appointed, they fet out in the firft place for Dundee and
Montrofe, where they judged their fentiments would be more
eafily diffeminated. And indeed they were not altogether difap-
pointed, for they unfettled the minds of {everal of the Brethren
at both places, and a few of. them were entirely fubverted. At
length they came to Edinburgh, and obtained leave to declare
their fentiments fully and without referve in the hearing of the
whole church, which was convened on that occafion. Neil stuart
made a long fpeech, the purport of which was, That the Perfon
of the Son of God was merely human, and that he had no exiftence
before he came into the world; though he had now a peculiar
union with God, and was exalted as head over all things. Arch.

M¢Lean made a reply to this {peech, proving from the Scriptures

the divinity of the Son ef God, and the diftinét fubﬁﬁenccan his
ivine
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Divine Perfon, not only before his incarnation, but before the
creation of all things. To fhorten the difpute, he defired Neil
Stuart 1o come diretly to the point, and fhow what fenfe he could
make of certain paffages confiftently with his fcheme, fuch as John
i, 1—4. ch. 8. §8. ch. 17. 5. Rom. g. 5. Philip, ii, 6, 7. Col.i.
15—18. 1Tim. 3. 16. Heb. 1. 2, 3.” Here he expofed himfelf
fufficiently by fuch arbitrary and unnatural glofles as flatly con-
tradited the plain fenfe and fcope of the facred text; but being
clofely prefled with thefe and fimilar paffages, he found himfelf
fhut up, and at laft funk into filence. Arch. M<Lean then Jaid
before him the magnitude of his error as affecting the whole doc=
trines of the gofpel; the aggravations with which it was attended,
in his having not only fubverted the flock committed to his
charge, but in his going about to fubvert the fouls of others, after
all the pains that ﬁad been taken to convince him; concluding
with reminding him of the account he muft give at the judgment-
feat of Chrit, and eameﬂlg calling him to repentance. To all
which he replied, that he had taught nothing but what he firmly
believed, and that he had much {atisfattion in his prefent fenti-
ments. The church was then called, and unanimoufly declared,
that they confidered Neil Stuart’s tenets as fubverfive of the faith,
and therefore could have no connexion with him, or with thofe
who adhered to him, until God fhould grant them repentance to
the acknowledging of the truth.

The Baptift affairs in Scotland had at this time a very difcon-
raging appearance. Two fucceflive divifions had greatly reduced
the church at Edinburgh. The church at Glafgow having de-
parted from the faith, was worfe than loft to the profeflion; and
there was much reafon to fear that a number at Dundee and
Montrofe would foon follew their example. But it was not long
till matters began to wear a more promifing afpeét.

George Beg, the elder who accompanied Neil Stuart, was
much ftruck with what had paffed at Edinburgh. Upon his -
return home, he refleted ferioufly upon the fubjeft, and foon
came to be convinced that he had adopted and propagated a moft
dangerous error. He laid open the flate of his mind to . his Bre-
thren, which produced much difputation among them. At lat
he and a few more left them, and wrote a penitential letter to
Edinburgh, renouncing their error, and defiring to be reftored into
the unity and fellowfhip of the churches, which was readily com-
plied with. The next objeét was the recovery of the members
who were in a wavering ftate at Dundee and Montrofe. .Thofe
at Dundee had been rather perplexed than convinced by Neil
Stuart’s arguments, 'and foon acknowledged their firm belief of
Chrift’s divinity: but the cafe was otherwife at Montrofe. Their
elder, Dayid Mill, who had been at Edinbargh to_witne(s the -
conference, upon his return, found feveral of them had embraced
Neil Stuart’s fentiments; bnt they were all at length recovered,
except two or three who left them. Th

e
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The fame year a pamaphlct appeared in behalf of Infant Bap-
tifm, written by an Independent at Gla{gow; to which Arch.
M¢Lean wrote an anfwer, entitled, < A Defence of Believers’ Bap-
tifm, in oppofition to Infant Sprinkling,” &c. which he publifhed
in May 1777. This drew the attention of many to that fubje&.
The controverfy got accefs into an Independent congregation at
Edinburgh, and, in the following Auguit, fix of them came off,
embraced baptifm, and were added to the church. Among thefe
were James M¢Lean and Robert Wilfon, now deacons.
Meantime, it was privately intimated, that Mr. Walker and
thofe in connexion with him, were difpofed to a reconciliation,
and defirous of returning to the church, and fome of them plainiy
declared this to Arch. M‘Lean. Upon this he wrote 10 Mr.
Walker to know the ftate of his mind, affuring him that his ze-
union with the church would give him the utmoft pleafure, and
that he would cheerfully concur in any proper meafure for bring-
ing about {o defirable an event. To this Mr. Walker returned 2
very agreeable anfwer, exprefling his defire to be reconciled to
the church, and his readinefs to give all the fatisfallion in his
power with refpe& to any thipg the church had to lay to his
charge, A perfonal interview enfued, when it was agreed, that
Areh. M‘Lean fhould draw up the grounds of difference, ftating
the particulars wherein Mr. Walker Ead given offence to him and
the church, and alfo an acknowledgment of any thing whereia
he found himfelf blamable. This being done and read to the
church, it was delivered to Mr. Walker for his confideration.
Mr. Walker having declared his full fatisfattion with Arch.
M‘Lean, and acknowledged his guslt in the particulars laid before
him ; thofe in connexion with him followed his example, and paz-
ticularly confeffed their fin in having feparated themfelves from
the church upon fuch grounds. There was yet another prelimi-
nary to fettle : Francis Shand, one of the deacons, wha had fe-
parated with Mr. Walker, was chofen his colleague, and another
perfon appointed a deacon ; but as thefe appointments were
made only by the feparating party, and in purfuance of their di-
viding meafures, the church would by no means receive them back
holding thefe offices. ‘This was a trying circumftance 1o Mr.
Walker and his wife, who had a high opinion of Francis Shand
as an elder. 'They, however, yielded upon condition, that if
the church, after a trial of his gifts, fhould find him qualified,
he fhould be reinftated into that office.
* . Matters being thus fettled, both Socicties met in one placé,
and joined in fafting and prayer, confeffing their fins, particuiarly
thofe which had occafioned their feparation—thanking God for
his great goodnefs and mercy in bringing them together again
beyond all their expelations and deferts—befeeching Him w0
confirm and ftrengthen their union in the truth, and their love
to oneanother for the truth’s fake-——and that he would condefcend
1o dwell among them, and build them together as ap habitation
of His through the Spirit. In conclufion, they faluted one anod;:;
wi
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with the kifs of charity in teftimony of their full reconciliatiori.
‘Thus they were united again after a {eparation of two years and
nine months. ,

It has been noticed, that fix members of an Independent foci-
ety had embraced baptifm and joined the church. In the fpace
of -half a year, near twenty more from the fame fociety followed
their example ; among the firft was Henry David Inglis, now
an elder. : ‘ :

About the end of the year 1777, the do&rine of Chrift’s fon-
fhip by eternal generation happened to be mentioned in conver-
fation. Archibald M<Lean expreflfed his diflike of the erernal ge-
neration. Mr. Walker was greatly alarmed at this, and declared
his refolution to lay the matter immediately before the church.
Archibald McLean perceiving that Mr. Walker did not properly
underftand his fentiments, and being apprehenfive of bad confe-
quences from his involving the church in a difpute of this nature,
begged he would delay that ftep till he had more thoroughly con-~
fidered the fubject; for which purpofe he offered to give him his

thoughts on it in writing, if he would allow him time. To this
" heagreed 3 yet, without waiting for the manufcript, he and
Francis Shand, ‘with whom he confulted, hurried the affair into
the church. The point was publicly debated at feveral meetings,
and the church at laft being called to fignify their opinion, it ap-
peared that none agreed with Mr. Walker and Francis Shand
but their two wives, and another woman. It was then determined
to admit no further difputation upon the fubje&, and therefore
it was propofed that the forementioned members fhould either
agree to forbear the difputed point, or withdraw from the com-
munion, that peace might be reftored to the church. Afterfome
deliberation Mr. Walker declared that he was in hearty charity
with the whole church notwithftanding the prefent difference ;
‘that he could bear with them in love, and thatvhe was very forty
for fome unguarded expreflions which he had uttered in the cow fe
of the debate. The three women alfo profefled forbearance ; but
Francis Shand went out without declaring his mind. At next
meeting, he faid, that he had not freedom in his mind to leave the
communion on account of this difference ; that he could at pre-
fent forbear it, and had charity for the whole church; but if
upon a more deliberate confideration ofthe fubje&, he faw caufe
to alter his mind, he would in that cafe declare himfelfand with- -
draw, i

In January 1778, Robert Moncrieff, elder of an Independent
fociety at Glafgow, and other nine, being convinced of the ferip-
ture dotrine of Baptifin, left that connexion, and wrote to
Archibald'M‘Lean to come and baptize them. He accordingly
went, and adminiftered that ordinance to them upon a profeffion
of their faith. Atthe fame time, they and the few in #hat place
who had renounced Socinian principles, were united, and fet in
church order, Robert Moncrieft being appointed their ’ti]‘ﬁc;.

ofe .



SCOTS BAPTISTS. 369

Thofe in conmexion with Neil Stuart were earneftly defirous of a
junétion with this new-ereted fociety, and applied to Archibald
Mec Lean for a conference upon the point of differency in order
to prepare the way for this. He and Robert Moncriesf met with
them, and after fome argumentation, it ap:eared that a number
of them were doubtful of their Socinian fentiments. Soon after,

the greater part of them relinquithed thefe tenets, and Neil

Stuart, likely to be left alone, began to make fome conceflions,
and at laft acknowledged his error. Upon this, they wrote a
penitential letter to the church at Edinburgh, figned by the whole;
and alfo applied for admiffion into the 5xurch at Glafgow, re-

nouncing. their error, and confefling their guilt, and were all re-
ceived except Neil Stuart and other two. . Ever fince that time
Nei] Stuart has kept up a fmall feparate meeting, but has no con-
nexion. or correfpondence with the other churches. . Mean time
James Duncan, bookfeller, in Glafgow, was chofen fellow-elder
to Robert Moncrieff. o ’ .

In March 1778, William Braidwood, elder of the independent
fociety :at Edinburgh, left that fociety, embraced baptifm, and
joined the church. Mr. Charles Stuart, who had given up his.
charge as minifter of the parith of Cramond, and joined the
above-mentioned fociety, was alfo baptized and added to the
church in May that year. He betook himfelf to the ftudy of phy-
fic, and is now an eminent phyfician in Edinburgh. About this
time fome perfons from Largo, a village in Fife, werg baptized,
This was the beginning of the church at that place. )

Mr. Walker and his wife now began to be very urgent to have
Francis Shand chofen for an.elder. The church would not agree .
to this, but fignified their defire that William Braidwood thould
be appointed to that office. Mr. Walker yielded, but Francis
Shand oppofed this from time to time, alleging, that William .
Braidwood had not been fufficiently tried as to his qualifications;
but in private he intimated that his main objection was, that Mr.
Braidwood did not hold the doétrine of eternal generation. Upon
examining Francis Shand, it was found that he did not forbear
the difputed point as he had profeffed to do, but was continuing
in the church with a view to form a party, and, if his.fcheme
fhould fucceed, to exclude all fuch as would not embrace his
fentiments upon that point. This defign he openly avowed and
juftified before the church, fo that-there was no alternative but
to put him away. Mr. Walker, Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Shand,
and another woman oppofed this; for though they were obliged
to admit that he was an offerder in this nflance, and was not
hearing the church; yet they pleaded his fincerity, and the up-
rightnefs of his general charafter, and would on no account agree
to his exclufion.” After much argumentation he was at length
put away, and Mr. Walker, with the three women, withdrew
from the church. But as they had fown the feeds of difcord be- .
fore they went off, fo their dividing influence continued a.con-
fiderable time after, by means of {ome inexperienced members,

Ave. 1795. cc who
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kept up a correfpondence with them, and under the notion of
removing ftumbling-blocks out of the way of their return, brought
“up accufarions, and ftirred up jealoufies and animofities in the
church, which rofe to fuch a height, and fpread fo univerfally,
that all order was fubverted, and the elder’s advice and warnings
difregarded, till the whole body was at laft diforganized.

In this extremity the Lord mercifully interpofed. The fitu-
ation in which the members now found themfelves began to open
their eyes, and awaken ferious reflexion and regret. The fer-
ment fubfided by degrees, and th: casfe of it, in fo far as it
arofe from jealoufie~ and evil-furmifings, vanithed upon cool
inveftigation. A few were-at firft united together upon.a pro-
fedion of repentance and mutual reconciliation, and to thefe all
the reft were gradual'y added upon a like profeffion. This affair
left a deep and humbling impreffion upon the minds of the mem-
bers. It taught them exoerimentally the baneful effefts of dif-
union, and for a confiderable time made them more cautious of
every thing which had a tendency to feparation. .

Mr. Walker and the three who adhered to him, formed them-
{elves into a feparate fociety, and cho'e Francis Shand, again,
for an elder. They have kept up public worfhip ever fince;
but their hearers, if any, are very few, and it is faid their num-
ber at prefent does not exceed five. They have no carrefpond-
ence with the reft of the churches *.

- Early in 1779 William Braidwood was chofen joint-elder with
Arch. McLean of the church at Edinburgh in place of Mr.
Walker. The fame year fome perfons from Dunfermline in
Fife, and alfo from Wooler in Northumberland, received bap-
tifm, ‘and were added to the church.

. In 1780, Mr. George Grieve, who had been minifter of the
prefbytérian congregation at Wooler, and had pa.ted with them
upon congregational principles, embraced baptifm and joined
the church at Edinburgh. Soon after he betook himfelf to the
ftudy and pradtice of phyfic.

In 1782, fome perfons from Galathiels, in Selkirkfhire, and alfo
from Newburgh in Fife, were baptized and joined the church.
About the fame time Mr. Andrew Swanfton, a Burgher Seceder, .
a pious yonng man, and much efteemed as a preacher, was bap-
tized at Glafgow. For two years he continued to exercife his

* In 1489, Mr. Walker publithed a Defence of the Doétrine of the
Trinity and eternal Sonfhip of Chrift, which obliged Arch. McLean to.
publifth, the year following, his letter on the Sunthip of Chrift (written
duiing the difpute), together with a Review of Mr. Walker's Defence.
Mr. Walker died Novem er 1791. In a converfation with an intimate
of his, a little before he was feized with his laft illnefs, he regretted with
tears the difference fubfifting between him and Arch. McLean, and ex-
preffed his earneft with for a reconciliation; but this was not made
known till after his death. Notwithftanding all that has happened, his
memory is ftill dear to him who Was fo long happy in him as a colleague,
and he hopes yet to join him in that happy fociety where no evil influe
ence fhall ever feparate them again. ¢ 1s faid, he died in a very coma
fortable ftate of mind, ) .

gifts
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gifts in preaching occafionally, particularly at Dundee and New-
burgh

u;\gs the fmall focieties at a_diftance from the chu ch were not
embodied or fet in church order, they were confidered as branchés
of the church at Edinburgh, to which, as individuals, they had
been at firlt added; but as they could not regularly affemble
with the church, by reafon of the diftance, they met at their
refpeive places by themfelves for mutual exhortation, and every
part of divine worfhip excepting the Lord’s fupper. This exs
ception was objeted to by William Hynd, one of the members
at Newburgh, who affirmed, that it was the duty of the difci-
ples to obferve the Lord’s fupper wherever tave or three of them
could meet together, although they were not furnithed with
elders, or fet in church o:der. He gained feveral over to his
opinion, anhd among the reft Mr. Swanfton, and prevailed upon
him to write to the church at Edinburgh tor their concurrence.
The queftion béing laid before the church, Mr. Stuart and
Mr, Grieve viewed it as a doubtful point, and infifted that it
fhould be a matter of forbearance, and that the church ought
not to interféere or oppofe it. The elders and the reft of the
church were of a different opinion: they maintained, that the
Lord’s fupper belonged only to a regular conftituted church,
furnifhed with the neceffary gifts and offices, or fuch an organa
fzed body as is defcribed, 1 Cor. xit.—That to fuch churches
it was at firft delivered by the apoftles, as they had received- it
from the Lord, A&s ii. 42.1 Cor. x. 16, 17. ch. xi. 2, 23. and
that no inftance can be produced to the contrary, as the apoftles
ordained elders in every church, A&s xiv. 23. Tit. 1. 5.—~That
the example of Chrift at its firft inftitution points out the part
afligned to the adminiftrator, which is competent to fuch only
as are appointed to feed the flock—That our Lord’s rule of
difcipline (Matt. xviii.) does not permit us to look upon rwe o
three as a church, fince it requires at leaft that number to go
through the private fteps of it, befides the church or congrega-
tion before which the matter is laid in the laft refort—And that
the innovation propofed would fet afide the folemnity of that
facred inftitution, tend to wear off the reverence due to it, in=
troduce many diforders, and expofe the profeffion to jult cenfure.
For thefe reafons the motion was rejected.

Though Mr. Swanfton did not urge this matter any farther,
yet from that time his mind began to cool towards the connexion.
But William Hynd, the original broacher of that fentiment, ftre-
nuoufly held to his point; and notwithftaniing much pains was
taken to convince and admonifh him from time to time, for near
the {pace of a year, he flill perfifted in urging his opinion upon
the members at Newburgh and Dundee, and endeavoured to
difaffeét their minds towards the church at Edinburgh. Three
fucceflive letters were fent to him, defiring him to come and
appear before the church; bat this he repeatedly refufed to do,
While this matter was depending, Mr. Swanfton, then at Dyn. -

ccz : ' dee,
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dee, feparated himfelf from the connexion, without giving any
proper reafon for fo doing, but that he withed to:be by himfelf
as the Lord’s freed man, and to preach the Gofpel at large,
without regard to any particular connexion. - An elder and one
of the members from the church at Edinburgh ufed much perfua-
fion to make him alter his refolution, but to no purpofe. This
being reprefented to the church, it was agreed, that as Mr.
Swanfton had feparated himfelf, he was to be confidered as no
longer in the connexion, and held as one who had unwarrantabl
gone out from them. Mr. Stuart oppofed this, and blamed the
church for having- laid a flumbling-block in: his way by their
decifion gs to the Lord’s Supper*, and other things.

William Hynd’s cafe was next laid before the church, and af-
ter a dué confideration of his condué in this martter, his obfti-
nacy in'it, and the evil effe@s which it had already produced, it
was agreed that he fhould be excluded +. Mr. Stuart and
another member, ftrenuoufly oppofed this alfo, and were {o in-
flexible in their oppofition, that the church were laid under the
difagreeable neceffity of excluding them alfo f. Mr. Grieve
declared that he cduld not bear with the church unlefs they yielded
the point as to the Lord’s Supper, and therefore withdrew from
the connexion. This vexatious affair was concluded April 1784,
fince which time the church at Edinburgh has, upon the whole,
enjoyed much peace. :

InQ&ober 1784, Henry David Inglis was appointed an addi-
tional elder of the church at Edinburgh. The fame yearfeveral
perfons from Perth, and alfo from Dundee were baptized. The
church at this laft place had been long without elders, and were
reduced to a fmall number; but now they began to encreafe, and
a confiderable number was added to them in a thort time. In
1785 Robert Walker, one of the deacons of the church at Glaf-
gow, was chofen an additional elder of that church.

About this time William Dickie, a deacon of the church at
Edinburgh, received a call to the elder’s office from the brethren
at Dundee, and though many inconveniencies of a worldly na-
ture lay in the way, yet he chearfully accepted of it, gave up
hTs bufinefs at Edinburgh, and removed with his family to Dun-
dee: So that the church there was again fet in ordet February
1787, and James Duncan, one of the members, was chofen col«
league to William Dickie.

The church at Glafgow had by this time increafed confiderably.
Mr. Moncrieff’s popular talents, and ftriking manner of delivery,
had alfo for feveral years drawn a great number of hearers. But

* Mr. Swanfton died at Glafgow of a decline not long after.

+ Some years after this William Hynd, in order to get accefs into the
¢hurch at Dundee, made a full confeflion of his error, difaffe@ion and
wilful obftinacy in this matter. He was received; but foon after ex~
cluded again for his faétious condu& in that church. :

{ Mr, Stuart with four more met by themfelves, and baptized fome ;
-but they have all left him and joined the church except two. e and
thiefs two at prefent attend the church affemblies as hearers.

mn
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in winter 1787 he was feized with confumptive complaints, which
rapidly increafed. Phyficians advifed his removal to a warmer
climate, and, at the importunity of friends, he at laft confented
to go to the South of France. His parting with the church was
truly an affeéting fcene: He addrefled them in a fhort difcourfe
from z Cor. xiii. 11. The whole church were in tears, forrowing
moft of all for the hints he gave, and the fears they had, of fee-
ing his face no more. He fet out, attended by Mrs. Mon-
crieff, and 2 young man in the medical line; but when he ar.
rived at London it was not thought advifable that he fhould
proceed on his journey any farther than Lyme in Dorfetfhire, at
which place he died, and was buried in April 1788. He was a
faithful, zealous, and a&ive fervant of Jefus Chrift, and the lofs
of him has been much felt and lamented, not only by the church
of which he was an overfeer, but by the whole connexion.

In Auguft following, an affair of difcipline took place in the
church at Glafgow, about which the elders difagreed. Robert
Walker carried the matter fo high as to leave the church, and
draw feveral members after him. His condu& was much dif-
approved of by the reft of the churches. The greater part of
thofe who went off with him {oon left him, and fome of them
have returned to the church, fo that there are not above five or’
fix connefted with him at prefent. :

The church at Montrofe had gradually declined for feveral
years. Two of their elders were excluded, the third removed
to Dundee where he died, and the whole church is now diffolved.

James Duncan, one of the elders at Dundee, embraced Uni-
tarian fentiments, as they are unfairly called, and other errors,
and was excluded from the church, -

In O&ober 1791 the church at Largo was fet in order; John
Goodfir, Surgeon ; and Thomas Paterfon being appointed elders.
Since that time they have increafed confiderably.

In O&ober 1794, Feter Whitock was chofen colleague to Mr.
Duncan at Glafgow, and in November following, David Miller
was appointed fellow-elder to Mr. Dickie at Dundee.

A confiderable number from Paifley have of late years beenw
baptized and added to the church at Glafgow. In June 1795
they were fet in church order, Thomas Watfon and William
Marfhall being chofen elders. Their number fince that time
has been doubled.

There is alfo a fmall fociety at Kircaldy, in Fife, which, not
being yet fet in order, is under the infpeétion of the church at
Edinburgh, ' :

Though it does not firikly belong to this account of Scots
Baptifts, yet it may be proper to mention, that there are {ome {mall
focieties connetted with them in England, viz. at Whitchaven,
London, Chefter, Hull and Beverly. Qnly thofe at London and:
Chefter are fét in church order. -

The number of Baptifts at prefent in Scotland amounts to
about 380, exclufive of a few {mall parties which #re not 37::

. necte
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pe@ed with the churches. Double that numbeér_has been bap+
tized fince the beginning of the profeffion, but mavny have died
. in the connexion, and many have been excluded. The ftritnefs
of their difcipline, and the degree of felf-denial which their reli-
gious profefion requires, do not fuffer us to expe&t that they
w:ll ever become a very numerous or powerful body, while the

world retains its prefent {pirit and chara&er. .
. As to their principles, they tefer us to no human {yftem as the
unexceptionable ftandard of their faith.. They think our Lord
and his apoftles ufed great plainnefs of fpeech in telling us what
we fhould believe and praétife; and hence they are led to un-
derftand a great many things more literally and {triétly than
thofe who feek to make the religion of Jefus correfpond with the
fathion of the times, or the decent courfe of the world: They
believe that the falvation of guilty, helplefs fitinets is firft and
Iaft of fovereign free grace, and not of him that willeth or run-
meth —That 5:/14: is the Saviour of his people from thelr fins—
the Chrift, or anointed prophet, prieft and king of his church—
2he Son of God, or the word made flelh, God manifefted in the
fleth, the firft-begotten of the dead, and conftituted heir of all
things—That by his life, death, refurre®tion and afcenfion into
the heavenly, holy place, with his own blood, be hath obtained
eternal redemption for his people from the guilt, power and all-
the confequences of fin, and procured for them everlatting life
with himfelf from the dead—That men are juftified freely by
divine grace, without works of any kind, but folely through the
redemption that is in Jefus Chrift, whenever they really believe,
or credit the teftimony of God concerning his Son ; which be-
lief is not of themfelves, but the gift of God—That all who be-
lieve and are juftified, have immediate peace with God in pro-
portion to the degree of their faith; and joy in God through
f:l'us Chrift, by whom they have now received the reconcilia
tion—That the belief of the truth will work by love to God
who hath firft loved us, and to thofe who are of the truth for the
truths fake which dwelleth in them ; it will overcome the world,
with all the allurements and tribulations thereof ; and purify the
heart, not only from the guilt of fin, but alfo from worldly lufts,
fuch as the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eyes, and the pride
of life, 1. e. fenfuality, covetoufnefs and ambition (which to 2
certain degree, they fay, are confidered as virtues in the chrif-
tian world, and even by many ferious profeflors)—That in pro-
portion as we hold faft the faith, and are influenced by it to love
God and keep his commandments, we fhall have an increafing
“evidence of our intereft in Chrift, additional to what we had on
our firlt believing, and therefore ought to give all diligence to
make our calling and ele&ion fure, and, to fhew the fame dili-
gence to the full affurance of hope unto the end. Thoungh they
hold the doé&trine of particular eleftion, of God’s unchangeable
and everlafting love, and of the perfeverance of the faints ; yet
they think it dangerows to comfost people by thefe confidera-
$10R8
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fions when they are evidently in a backfliding flate. In this
cafe, they think the feripture motives to fear are moft ufeful,
and ought to haye their full force, even the fear of falling away,
and of coming fhort of the heavenly reft, They think it-alfo
unfafe, in fuch a cafe, to draw cqmfort from the reflexion of
our having once believed, it being their opinion, that we muft
be reduced to the mere mercy of God, through .the atonement;
which gave us relief at firft.  Thefe appear to be their views o

the leading doétrines of the gofpel, and of chriftian exFericnce.

Their church order is fir’étly congregational; aad, {o far as
they can difcern, upon the apoftolic plan, which is the only
rule they profefs to follow. The nature of their union requires
that they fhould be firi& and impartial in d.fcipiine, buth 10
preferve purity of communion, and to keep clear the channels
of brotherlv love, that it may circilate fiee'y throughout the
body. They continue ftedfaftly every firft day of the week ix
the apoftles doftrine, 3. €. in hearing the feriptures read and preach-
ed—and in the fellowfbip, or contribution—and in breaking of
bread, or the Lord’s fupper—and ix prayers, and finging of plaims,
hymns and fpiritual fongs. The prayers and exhortations of the
brethren are. alfo admitred in their public meetings. ‘Th.y ob-
ferve the love-feaft, and, upon certain occafions; the_ kils of
charity, and alfo wafh one anothers feet when it is really fervice.
dble as an aét of hafpitality. They abftain from eating' blood
and things firingled, i. e. fl:th with the blood thereof;. beca.le
thefe were not only forbidden to Noah and his pofterity, when the
grant of animal food was firft made to man, but alfo under -the
gofpel they are moft folemnly prohibited the heiieving Gentties,
along with fornication and things offered to idols. They think
that a gaudy external appearance in either fex, be their flation
what it may, . is a fure indication of the pride and vanity of the
heart : that women profefling godiinefs are not-to adorn thems
felves with plaited or broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coftly
array; but with moedeff-outward apparel, as well as w.th the is- -
ward ornaments of the mind ; alfo, that it is a thame for a man
to have long hair, however fan&ioned by the faihion. As w0
marriage, though they do not think that either of the parties
being an unbeliever diffolves that relation, when once entered
into, yet they hold 1t to be the duty of chriftians to marry oniy
in the Lord. They alfo condider gaming, atiending pliys, routs,
balls, and fome other fathionable diverfions, as unbecoming the
gravity and fobriety of the chriftian profeffion.

As to their political {entiments, they confider ihemfelves bound
to be fubjed to the powers that be in all Jawful mattess ; to hanour
them, pray for them, and pay them tribute ; and rather to lufs
fer patiently for a good conicience, than in any cale to refift
them by force. At the fame time, they are friendly to the ra-
tional and juft liberties of mankind, and think themielves war-
ranted to plead, in a refpeftful manner, for any juft and legal
rights and privileges which they are entitled to, whether of a
civil or religious nature, In
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In a following Number of the Regifter,, it is propofed
gi‘ic,a lift of the Scots Churches, with the numher of Mem-

rs,in each, and alfo a catalogue of the books and pamphlets
which have been publifhed in this connexion *,

ENCOURAGEMENT GIVEN BY THE ScoTs.BAPTISTS
T0 THE Missions.

The attempt of the Free Grace, or Particular Baptifts
‘in England, to diffeminate the gofpel among the Heathen in
forei&h'lands, has only of late been generally known among
the Baptifts in Scotland.  But it appears to have drawn their
moft ferious attention, and ta have met with their warmeft
withes and hearty concurrence, after they had duly delibe-
rated on the fubjet. Hence the Paftors of the Baptift
Church which meets for divine warfhip in Richmond-court,
Edinburgh, bhave illuftrated the doctrine of -the fcriptures
concerning the fpread of the gofpel among all nations, and
urged their. people to be fellow-helpers in - this glorious
caufe, both by their prayers to the Lord of thé¢ harveft, and
by every kind and degree of co-operation in their power.
‘The brethren alfo, in their exhortations, have zealoufly
united"with their paftors.

At the clefe of 1795, Mr. Archibald McLean, one of
their paftors, “delivered a difcourfe to them, on Pfalm xxii.
27, 28. Al the ends of the earth fhall remember and turn
unta the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations fball wor-
fbip befare thee.  For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and be is the
Governor among. the nations. ~ After repeated folicitations, the
Author has been prevailed on to let this fermon appear in
print +. .

~ This year, the brethren in that fociety made a public con-
tribution on a Lord’s-day forenoon and afternoan at their
place of worthip, of which they fpeak modeftly themfelves,
but it is to a handfome amount, and was with great pleafure
received by the Society in England.

Mr. McLean has alfo printed extralts from the Periodical
Accounts of the Baptift Society in England for propagating
the Gofpel among the Heathen, to which he has added the
following addrefs.

* It may be p:uper "o remark, That this account of the Scots Baptifts
was «drawn up from th  beff fources - f information, and bears date Nov.
3¥795. EpiTor. .

. 4 It may be had of the Bookfellers in Scotland, and of Mr. Button,
Paternoitererow, Loadon.
Addrefs
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Addrefs on the Duty of ufing Means for the Univerfal fpread
of the glorious Gofpel of Chrift.

To the onple of Ged in Scotland.

My defign in drawing up and publifhing the foregoing ac-
counts ¥, is toacquaint fuch of you as have not feen the diffe-
rent publications, with what is going on; and to excite all who
fincerely wifh the extenfion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, to join
iffue with the benevolent and fpirited exertions which are now
making to fend the gofpel among the dark and benighted hea-
then. Permit me then to offer a few things to-your confideration
on this important fubject. _

The deplorable ftate of the heathen world demands our moft
ferious attention. According to the loweft computation, there
are at this day above four hundred miliions of our brethren of
mankind involved in grofs pagan darknefs, and fupidly worfhip-
ping demons, or the work of their own hands. Nor 1s this all;
many of them pra&ife the moft fhocking barbarities and unnatural .
cuftoms, {uch as offering human facrifices, and feafting upon the
fleth of their flain enemies, as in New Zealand and the iflands of
the Pacific Ocean. Others, as in the Eaft Indies, burn women
to death along with the bodies of their deceafed hufbands, and
many voluntarily infli& the moft cruel tortures upon themfelves.
Thefe things cannot fail to move the compaflion of every perfon
who s poflefled of the leatt fpark of humanity. But how deep<
1y muft it affe® the heart of a Chriftian when he refle®s upon
their condition in relation to their eternal concerns! It is truly
overwhelming to think, that fuch a vaft number of human be-
ings, poflefled of immortal fouls, equally precious with our own,
and capable not only of civilizatiop, but of regeneration and
everlafting happinefs, fhould yet, at this advanced period of the
Chriftian zra, be ftill fitting in darknefs and in the fhadow of
death, totally ignorant of the only way of falvation, without
Chrift, without hope, and without God in the world. In com-

_paring our fituation with theirs, we cannot but adore the fove-
reign difpenfations of God, and his diftinguifhing grace towards
us, who were originally in the fame ftate, dnd delerved no better
than they: But have we not at the fame time much caufe of deep
regret that we have hitherto done fq little, if any thing at all,
towards communicating to them the invaluable blefings which we
have fo freely received ¢

_ Some laudable exertions have been made, and are ftill making,
by particular focicties, to propagate the gofpel among the hea-
then, and which," through the divine biefing, have produced
good effeéts; but it is too obvious, that Chriftians in general have
not been much imprefled with the obligations they are urder to

. * Ry the fufcs;oing accounts Mr. M. iftends the extra@s hehad printed
from the periodical papers of the Baptift Society, ErrTor.
Ave. 1795 bd : co-operate
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co-operate in fuch undertakings: Let it therefore be duly con~
fidered, that it is the comvanpMENT of the everlafting Gol
that the gofpel frhould be made known to aLL ~aTioNs for the
obedience of faith#. It is the exprefs commissiox of our Lord
and Saviour to his apoftles, ¢ Go ye into ALL THE WORLD,
< and preach the gofpel to eveEry creaTvrE—Go ye there-
¢ fore, and teach ALL NaTIONS, baptizing them in the name of
“ the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. Teaching
+ them to obferve all things whatfoever I have commanded you :
< andlo, Jam with you alway, even unto the end of the world +.”
This commitlion was not reftricted to the apoftles, for many others
were engaged in executing it; nor did it expire with their lives,
It is a ftanding law of the kingdom of heaven, and continces in
force through all ages of the church, ewven unto the end of the
aworld, as the promife which accompanies it plainly imports. True
indeed, it is addreffed immediately to teachers, and all are not
fuch; nor is it the duty of all teachers to leave their refpective
charges: But it is the duty of all Chriftians to ée fellow-belpers to
the truth, by afiting thofe who for his name’s fake go forth,
taking nothing of the Gentiles 1 : They can co-operate according
to their refpeltive {pheres, abilities, and opportunities, with the
focieties who are engaged in fuch undertakings, and affift them
by their contributions, their influence, their advice, and their
prayers ; fo that all have it in their power to concur in one way
or other in promoting the great defign of this commiffion, confe-
guently it muft be their bounden duty. If it be our duty to Jove
Chrift’s caufe, to be zealous for his honour and intereft in the
world, and concerned about the falvation of our fellow-men ;
then cerainfy it is our duty to promote thefe according to our
fphiere and ability : If it be our duty to pray that his kingdom
may come; that his faving health may be known among all na-
tions, and that for this end he would {end forth labourersinto his
harveft, it muft undoubtedly be our duty to aét fuitably to fuch
prayers, in fo far as we have it in our power.

Confider what encouragements we have to concur in fuch a glo~
rious undertaking. The mighty King of Zion has promifed to
thofe who are engaged in it according to his will, < Lo, I am
with you alway, evcn unto tie end of the worll.” The work

-is indeed cxterfive and arduous, and there are many obftacles in
the way, which to human power are aitogether infurmountable ;
but what then? Is there any thing too hard for him who has all
poweér in heaven and in earth; who makes his ftrength perfe& in
weaknefs, and who has pledged his faithfulnefs to give fuccefs to’
the means he has appointed ¢ Confider alfo, that the word of God
abounds with promifes, that Chriit’s kingdom fhail at laft univer-
fally prevail on the earth. The Father hath given him the hea-
then for his inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for
kie pofledfion §. It is promifed, that all nations fhall be blefled in
* Rowm. xvi, 26, 4 Mark xvi, 15, Matth, xxviii, 89, z0
Y 3 John, ver. 6, 7, 8, y Pialvin, &, .
him;,
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Rim; *—that all the ends of the world thall remember and turn
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations fhall worthip
before him 4 ;—that the earth fhall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the fea}: And it is the united
voice of the oracles of truth, that all the fucceflive fhakings and
overturnings of the monarchies and kingdoms of this world, fhall.
at laft iffue in their becoming our Lord’s and his Chrift’s §.
‘What an encouraging profpe& does this open to our view! We
dre certain that this happy period will come; and though it is
riot for us to know .the times and feafons, yet wa cannot but ob-
ferve, that the Lord at prefent feems remarkably at work in va-
rious ways, and particularly in ftirring ap inftruments to diffufe
the light of the gracious gofpel over the dak parts of the
earth. Is not this a hopeful fizn that he is about to accomplifh
the great things which he hath promifed refpe&ting the glory . of
the latter days? Much indeed is to.be done, and it is likely that it
will be a work of time; but this ought not to difcourage the
children of God from perfevering in the ufe of the appointed
means, which are mighty throngh God to the pulling down of
ftrong holds. 'The truth fhall at laft prevail, and thofe who are
inftrumental in turning many to rightecufne(s fhall thine as the
ftars for ever and ever. ‘

. In forming affociations of this kind, it is proper that Chrif-
tians fhould be fatisfied as to the leading views and principles of
thofe with whom they propofe to co-operate; and though jt
cannot be expected that all who unite in this defign fhould be
precifely of the fame fentiments in every thing, yet it is abfo-
lutely neceflary that they fhould be agreed in the great and effen-
tial do&trines of the gofpel; for without this they can have no
proper union: And there is the more need to be cautious in this,
becaufe no other fcheme of doétrine than that which the apofties
preached will be blefled of God for the falvation of men; and
there is an anathema denouriced upon all who preach any other
gofpel, or corrupt the gofpel of Chrift. It gives me fincere
pleafure, however, to obferve, that the miflionary focieties which
have lately been formed profefs evangelical principles, and in fo
far as they propagate.the faith once delivered to the faints, L
moft heartily. with them God {peed. ‘

Though we of the Baptift denomination in Scotland. differ in
fome things from thofe of the {ame denomination in England,
and have no intention to depart from thofe principles by which
the order and government of our churches have hitherto been re-
gulated ; yet being fatisfied upon the whole that they preach the
fdith of the gofpel, and, as they declare, ‘* maintain the impor-
¢ tant do@rines of Three equal Perfons in the Godhead ; etcrnal
¢ and perforal eletion; original fin; particular redemptiony
¢ free juftification by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed; effi-
“ cacious grace in regeneration; the final perfeverance of the

* Gen. xxii. 18, } Pl xxii. 29 N 3 Ua. xivg.

See Dan, il 44+ chap. vii. 14, 274 e¥, Xi. 5.
§ Dan, ii. 35, 44 : d[’z 4y 37 X 18 faints}
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“ faints; the refurretion of the dead ; the general judgment at
¢ the laft day,; and the life everlafting,” we have confidered it
as our duty to affift their miflionary fociety, and have made a
general contribution among ourfeives for this purpofe. But being
few in number, and moft of us in moderate circumftances, it is
not in our power to give any confiderable aid ; and as we under-
ftand the Baptift Sociery’s Funds are but fmall, though they
have four miffionaries already employed in heathen countries;
we therefore with to give an opportunity to fuch of the difciples
of Chrift in this part of the country as may approve of the mea-
fures hitherto purfued by that fociety, to contribute for the pur-
pofe of enabling them to be more extenfively ufeful.

Donations tothe Baptift Society in England, for propagating the Gofpel
among the Heatben, will be received by Mr. William Braidwood,
merchant in Edinburgh ; Meflrs. James and Andrew Duncan,

- bookfellers in Glafgow ; and Mr. Alexander Millar, merchant
in Dundee.

OBITUARY,
FOR 1795.

R ————

Brief MEMo1rs of the late

Rev. SamueL STENNETT, D.D.

Chicfy drawn up by the Rev. Fofeph Fenkins, D. D. and cont-
municated by him for infertion in the Regifter.

Dr.SamMUEL STENNETT the younger * fon of Dr. Jofeph
Stennett, a former worthy paftor of the Baptift church
in Little Wild-ftreet, Lincoln’s-inn-fields, London, was
born at Exeter, in which city his father had baen many
ears paftor of the Baptift church, before his refidence in
iondon. He was formed by nature, and by grace, for the
diftinguifhed figure he afterwards made. To the ftrength
of natural faculiies, vigour of imagination, and acutencfs of
judgment of which he was poffefled, he had added, from his
earlieft years, fo clofe an attention to refleCtion and ftudy,
that there was fcarcely a topic in fcience or literature, in
religion, or even politics, but he feemed to have inveftigat«
ed: and fo habitual was it to him to arrange his ideas on
the different {ubjects, in a manner peculiar to himfelf, and
* Dr. Sternett had an elder brother, Mr. Yofeph Stennerr, who wae
paflor of the Baptift Church at Coate, in Oxfordthire. He died in 1769,
and a funeral fermon for him was publithed by the Revs Mr. Turner, of

Abingdon,
yet
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yet quite natural, that when a queftion, which to others was
new, unufal, or perplexed, hath been propofed to him, they
were furprifd to find how familiarly he was acquainted with
it. Ina few fentences he would deveiope the difficulty as
far as a reafonable man could expet fatisfaciion, for he en-
joyed an happy facility of refolving intricate matters, {o that
confufion feemed to fly before his comprehenfive mind.  His
preparatory ftudies for, the miniftry were paflcd under the
tuition of the Rev. Mr. Hubbard *, formerly an eminent
theological tutor, and under that celebrated lingudt Dr.
John Walker, once of the Academy at Mile-End, which was.
afterwards removed to Homerton ; whofe fuccefsful method
of inftru&tion furnifhed fo many Diffenting congregations,
as well as churches in the Eftablithment, with critical, learn-
ed, and evangelical minifters. Dr. Stennett’s attainments
in Latin, Greck, and the Oriental tongues, and his know-
ledge of facred literature, are abundantly vifible in his valu-
able controverfal writings, and the variety of difcourfes he
hath publifhed. Befides which, his acquaintance with mo-
dern authors, with what is commonly ftiled polite learniag,
hiftory, the conftitution and language of his country—his
command of words upon all occalions, and that mellifluous
art he had of putting them together—the chaftity of his
diction—Dhis lovely talent for poetry (which he chiefly ap-
plied to religious fubjells)—the melting elocution with
which he fpoke—the cheerfulnefs and entertaiiiment of his
common cenverfation-—-the lively fallies of his wit---his
confummate prudence and power over his own temper---the
unaffeéted gentility of his addrefs, and the politenefs of his
manners, were fo pleafing, that whenever he was fpoken of
it was with affe@ion or admiration. Such was his affability
of mind, that he could accommodate himfelf to the meaneft,
and give advice and coinfort to the poor, the vulgar, and the
illiterate.~--In many a wretched appartment in the city of
London, he has wept over the fick and dying, generoufly
relieved their wants, and with his knees on the bare floor,
has lifted up his cries to God for them. And yet if called upon,
he was fo perfe&tly art eafe in the higher circles of life, that
reipectable perfonages in honourable ftations and of noble
ranx, have fought his friendthip, and theuzht’ themfelves
honoured by it: 2ll the ufz he made of which was, to em-
brace the greater opportunity it gave him of doing good;
nor was he to be retardad in this purfuit by the atwcks of
obloquy and flander; a good confcience in the iight of God
+ Predecetfor of the late Rev. Samuel Brewer in the pafter.l offics
at Stepney.
pd 3 carried
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carried him above the reproaches of cenforioufnefs and ca-
lumny. Had ambition, his perfonal emolument, or prefer-
meat of any kiud been his objeéts, his own accomplithments
and large connexions opened a ready door to them : and what
is more, he might have had preferment unenvied. Perfons
of eminence in the eftablifiment have exprefled their regret
that Dr. STENNETT was not among them; voluntarily
remarking, that there is not a fituation in the national church
which he was undeferving of. But though he was candid to
the opinion of others, a friend to private judgment, and a
Yover of good men of every perfuafion; he was a Diffenter---
a Diffenter from principle---a Baptift;---he defired no
higher honour upon earth, than to be an ufeful Baptift Mini-
fter * ; and the only preferment he had {if we may fo call that
which had no emolument whatever) was, that in the year
1763, the King’s College and Univerfity of Aberdeen, unfo-
licited by him, conferred upon him the degree of Doctor in
Divinity. But this honour did not elevate his mind above
what he was before. No; he was ftill the fame humble
chriftian ; and to God he had confecrated his days, his talents,
his ftrength, his reputation, his all. He was called by the
grace of God in early life, and it is conjeftured that the
circumnftances attending his converfion may fairly be gathered
from the following hymn, with which he appeared 'more
pleafed than wnth many others which he had compofed, and
fuffered to be publifhed. It is the 437th in Dr. Rippon’s
Sele&ion. S e T
" Praife for Converfion. Pfalm Ixvi. 16,
1 Come, ye that fear the Lorp,
And liften while I tell, - '
How narrowly my Feet efcap’d
The Snares of Death and Helf!
2  The flanring Joys of Senfe
Affail'd my toolith Heart, -
While Satan, with malicious Skill,
" Guided the poifonous Dart.
I fell beneath the Stroke,
But fell to rife again:
My Anguith rous’d me into Life,
* And Pleafure {prung from Pain.
4  Duzrknefs, and Shame, and Grief
Opprefs’d my gloomy Mind;
I look’d around me for Relief,
But no Relief could find.

¥ The arzicle ¢ Baptift,” in Dr. Rees’s edition of Chambers's Cyclopa-
dia, was drawn up by Dr. Stennett, Ep1TOR, :



REV. DR. SAMUEL STENNETT. 383

5 At Length, to Gop Icry’d;
- He heard my plaintive Sigh,
He heard, and inftantly he fent
Salvation from on high.
6 My drooping Head he rais’d,
My bleeding Wounds he heal’d;
Pardon’d my Sins, and with a Sinile
The gracious Pardon feal’d.
7 O! may I ne’er forget
The Mercy of my Gobp;
Nor ever wart a Tongue to {pread
His Joudett Praife abroad.

Under thefe impreffions he voluntarily prefented himfelf a
living facrifice unto the Lord. Baptized by his own father
when very young, he became a member of the Baptift
church in Wild-ftreet, of which he was the arnament for
more than fifty years, and forty-feven of them he miniftered
to the Church in Wild-ftreet, firft as affiftant to his father,
and afterwards as his fucceffor in the paftoral office, ta
which he was ordained in the year 1758,

How naturally he cared for the diflenting intereft was vifi .
ble from his affiduous labours for its profperity, and the ufe
he made of his intercourfe with the great, for obraining
objuéts of vaft importance towards the extenfion of religious
liberty; for deliverance from thofe fhackles that were oppref-
five, and which might in worfe times prove an handie for

erfecution.  His judicious publications upon that gccafian
will long fpeak for him, as will the refpect he atall times
paid to each denomination, and his readinefs to ferve them
in every good work. Difference of relizious fentiments
made not the leaft alteration in his behaviour, And though
he might think the difference of fuch magnitude, that he
durft not venture his own foul upon the fentiments of ochers,
ftill he knew that the wrath of man worketh not the righte-
oufnefs of God, and that bad temper, bad manners, and iili-
beral epithets, would not recommend the love of Ged, or
the truth as it isin Jefus. There was not an aufters fea-
ture to be feen in his countenance, nor a forbidding accent
heard to fall from his lips.

The Baptift denomination lay particularly near his heart,
and his concern for it ran uniformly through his whole life.

n the earlier part of his miniftry he praved how well quali-
fied he was for the tuition of the younger brethren intended
for the fervice of the fantuary; and he was the means of
iniroducing into public life fome worthy charaéters, whof?

) pd 4 l:arning
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learning and minifterial abilities were a credit to the caufe
they efpoufed *. But if the diverfity of his other engage-
ments prevented his continuance in that <capacity, he was
happy whenever an opportunity offered of infufing inftruc-
tion, indeed of faying or doing any thing that might contri-
bute to the good of that profeifion which he judged to be
neareft the plan of the facred feriptures. It was his delight
to promote peace and brotherly love ; to make up differences,
or explain mifunderftandings, that at any time unhappily
took place in churches cr among minifters. He grudged
no pains : and many can recollect repeated inftances in which
God made him remarkably inftrumental in bringing about
{o defirable an end. If the churches were in harmony, and
appeared upon found principles to profper, no man took
greater pleafure than ke did, or had more heart-felt foirow
at the contrary appearances. .

What he was in his paftoral office will long, and affetion-
ately be remembered.  His chriftian friends will never forget
what he was to the verv fhort interval between his labors and
his deceafe—W ith what unwearied zeal he appeared in the
houfe of God— W ith what fervor and humility he went be-
fore them in fupplications to the throne of grace!—With
what clearnefs and warmth he opened the feriptures, declared
the tidings of faivation to them, and as a father doth his chil-
dren, exhorted, comforted, warned, diretted them!-—With
what folemnity he adminiitered the ordinance of baptifm !—
‘With what facred ardor he petitioned God, when in prayer
he laid hands upon the baptized at the time of their admiffion
into the Church—With what melting pathos he {tatedly ad-
miniftered the memorials of the body and blood of the Lord!
—With what emphafis, even to tears, he would frequently
repeat thofe lines of Dr. Young,

<« A pardon bought with blood! With blood divine !

«¢ With blood divine, of him I made my toe!”—
In what a pleafing and familiar manner he expounded the
word of God in the private meetings of the Church ' —With
what prudence he prefided in their affemblies for deliberation,
and how anxious he was that unanimity might prevail among
them |—Nor muft it be omitted how ardently he recommended
to them the annual charity, commonly called TrE Funp for

* One of his pupils, called into the minitry by his church, was the
Rev. W. Clarke, A. M. formerly pattor of the Baptitt Church in Unicorn-
yard, Southwark, but more lately of that in Exeter, who died a few days
before him—a man o!f deep refleétion, extenfive learning, and of a moft’
exzellent {pirit.—His biograplty may be feen in the Baptift Regiiter for
Sept. 1794, page 26, - ¢ ¢ ‘ : :

‘ ' the
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the relicf of indigent minifters. What pride (if we may fo
fpeak) he took, if they excelled in that duty; and how much
was his heart drawn out to the dear children who attended
worfhip with bis people, and whom he addrefled publickly,
and more privately, as thofe that he hoped would be the’ fu-
ture feed of the church, and ripen to the glory of God, when
the prefent generation hath left the world !----With what
tendernefs did he, as long and as oftén as he was able, vifit
his charge, and impart fympathy and help in their afflictions ;
and how frank, open and acceflible was he at all feafons, when
his advice or affiftance was fought !---With what faithful-
nefs, yet meeknefs, did he even rebuke where neceflary, and
how glad was he to reftore the unfettled, or reclaim the wan-
dering !---His friends know, and God alfo, after what manner
he was with them, and how he kept back nothing that was
profitable, but fhewed them and taught them, publickly and
from houfe to houfe, teflifying repentance towards God, and
faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift. :

As an hufband, a father, and mafter of a family, he was
alike upright and exemplary, Ulited in marriage with one
of the be(% of women, they lived together in the clofeft and
moft uninterrupted affection, for more than forty years. She
was a picture of unaffetted piety and good-nature, and he
waiked with her as an heir of the grace of iife, till about five

“months ago, fhe ftepped out of this world a little before him,
that fhe might, as it were, meet him, and welcome zim to
glory. The acknowledgment of God in their family met
with ample reward. The tender love and chriftian folicitude
they bore towzrds their children was returned with reciprocal
affeCtion, and they had the happinefs of fecing them walk in
the ways of God, and their fon a preacher of the gofpel.
The concern they thewed for the doineftics of their family,
for their fpiritual good efpecially, was fuch as it is hoped will
not be forsotten by them. Pleafing inftances are recolleéted
in which God blefled the Mafter of the family for the con-
verfion of his fervants, particularly of one fervant who, at
an affefting church-meeting in Wild-ftreet, told the church
how a check was given to the thoughtlefinefs of his youth,
and his refolution %or fin, at Dr. Stennett’s family worthip;
and how, born again in his mafter’s houfe, he was brought
into the road to Zion.” Thofe who wecre prefent heard in
filence and in tears, and their hearts praifed Godt. Nor
were

* The poor Children of the Friendly Society in Great Wild-ftrect—
a charity by which about 100 Boys and Girls are educated and clothed,
+ This was a very remarkable ftory of a prophane aad vicious youth,
tutored on a bowling-green, whom the Doctor, at the earnsft requeft ::’
.t
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were his endeavours confined to his own family, the whole
neighbourhood fhared in them, and good effefts have been
heard of the very laft fermon he preached at Mufwell-Hill,
where he refided the latter years of his life.

But that which diffufed vigour and animation through all
the reft was his charalter as a man—a Chriftian. He fet
the Lord before him---had habitual recourfe to prayer, pri-
vate and mental---and walked with God. When he related
the inward workings of his mind, it appeared how deeply he
had entered into the fpirit of experimental religion; and on
this head, where he was intimate he would aftonith. Much
of it was feen alfo in his preaching and his behaviour;---in
that difintereftednefs, which made him think that he was the
debtor of all if he could do them good;---that patient fub-
miffion to the divine will in a variety of trying afli&ions, and
none more trying than the diflolution of a long and moft af-
fetionate connexion, by the death of his wife;---that for-
ﬁivenefs of injuries, and difpofition to put the teft con-

ruction upon the altions of other people ;---that abhorrence
of evil fpeaking, which, as it was commonly remarked of
Mrs. Steunett, that « no one heard her {peak evil of any one
however bad:” fo if the Doctor heard any one fpoken evil of;
he would reply, « Well, fee now if you can’t tell fome-
thing good of that perfon.” ‘

Mys, Stennett’sdiffolution was a very great aflition to the
Do@or and his family. Though the had been for fome time
rather declining in ker health, yet her being at laft fo quickly
removed was what they little expected. She was confined to
her bed only about 2 week. Her diforder was of the nervous
kind, and greatly affeCted her fpirits. A delirium attended
her illnefs, but yet fhe was enabled at intervals fo to exprefs
herfelf as afforded thofe round about her no fmall pleafure.
Being happy that thofe whom fhe {o tenderly loved were with
her in her 2ffiction, fhe faid at different times, ¢ I dwell among
my own people,”---and then, ¢ Jefus is the only Saviour,™
-+=¢« My Chritt ! Giory! Glory !’ Her fon afked her if fhe
did not {/ove Chrift, {he replied, % Yes.”” Dr. Stennett faid
to her, ¢« Allis well, my dear,” fhe anfwered, ¢ Yes.” She
had walked humbly with God, was remarkably fond of the
duties of retirement, and took great delight in reading books
of experience. Her end was peaceful and ferene---her death
bed was a moft pleafing one, and fhe might well be faid to
fall afleep in Jefus. She died March 16, 1795, and was bu-
ried in the family vault in Bunhill Fields.  Mr. Booth de-
an aged member, the boy’s aunt, took into his fami'ly, and who after-
wards proved a very gedly man, The Church will recollect with refpecy

the name of Fokn Hancock, ~ X
.- T livered
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{ivered the addrefs at her interment, and Mr. Jofiah Thomp-
fon, of Clapham, preached her funeral difcourfe the following
Lord’s day, at Wild-ftreet.
" 'The death of Mrs.,Stennett was an event that prefaged his
own removal. He was fubmiffive to the fupreme difpofal, but -
did not appear to have any further regard for living in this
world, or to think of his long continuance in it. All his
talk feemed to be a repetition of thefe words, « The time of
my departure is at hand.” The duties of his miniftry indeed
he went to with redoubled diligence, as if aware that the
night was coming when he could no longer work ; and he
was hardly with-held from thofe {uper-abundant exercifes,
that muft have been immediately detrimental to his health.
His retirements were chiefly {gent' in meditations on the
bible; in which alfo he indulged his tafte. for poetry, as fome
admirable {pecimens he has lett behind him demenftrate. His
converfation and prayers were particularly fpiritual, and his
people will long retain thz favour of the two laft difcourfes he
preached to them, The firft, on Chrift as an High-Prieft
¢ touched with the fecling of our infirmities,”” was the refult
of his meditations during a {lezplefs night the preceding
week ; but a night fo comfortable as, he confefled, he had never
before enjoyed in his life. The perfeét knowledge the Lord
Jefus had of his wants---the tender care he exercifes, and the
fufferings he fo freely underwent, were his aftonithment.
None who knew Dr. Stennett could fufpeé him to be deficient
in exalted fentiments of the Redeemer, yet all he had before
conceived and, preached of him, appeared fmall to what hé then
experienced ;agd hence he exhorted his people to ¢ come bold~
ly to the throne of grace, that they might obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need +.”> Though illnefs
and approaching death prevented his preaching it had not lef-
fened his love to his flocks. He defired a friend to tell them,
<« that he loved them all ini the'Lord, and that the truths he had
preached were his alone confolation in the hour of death.”’-—
The temper and comfort of his mind in his illnefs, were dif-
covered by feveral little incidents which cannot but be pleafing
to thofe who had fuch a value for him. Before he was con-
finedto his bed, he prayed one evening in his family in a manner
which decply imprefled all prefent, ¢ that God might give an
eafy paffage out of life;”” and God granted him that which he
requefted. Some vinegar and other ingredients being given
him as a gargle for his throat, he faid, with greatemotion, which
fhewed his thoughts to be directed towards Jefus, ¢ And in
his thirft they gave him vinegar to drink, O! when I re~

+ Heb, iv. 15, 16. -

1 . ﬂea
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fe& upon the fufferings of Chrift, I am ready to fay, what
have I been thinkiny of all my life? They are now my only
fupport;”” and he added, refpelting thofe tenets that would
degrade Chrift’s perfon and atonement, © What thould I do
now, if I had only fuch opinions to fupport me ?*"*---Taking
his daughter by the hand, he faid, ¢ Whercfore he is able to
fave them to the uttermoft, that come unto God by him---
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto him
againit that day.”’---To the kind enquiries of a friend he an~
fwered, « Here I am, caft down but not deftroyed;” And
upon another cccafion, repeated a verfe of the charming hymn
he had forme:ly compofed, and which was printed + :

Father at thy call I come:

In thy bolom there is room

For a guilty foul to hide

Prefs’d with grief on ev’ry fide.

To his fon, who (at that time very ill alfo) came to fee
him, he faid, « My fon, God hath donc great things for us,
Heis very gracious to us. I can leave myfelf and my fa-
mily with him.” In fhort, every little fpeech he uttcred
indicated the invariable frame of his mind, that he was happy
in God, and that the ground of his happine{s was the love
of God in laying down his life for us. <« Other foundations,”
as he exprefled it with energy, “ can no man lay, than that
is laid, which is Jefus Chrift. His name is as ointment
poured forth. O heis the chief among ten thoufand, and
altogether lovely.” The powers of expreflion were taken
from him, a few hours before his departure; but he went
off in a tranquil 2nd eafy manner. He quietly fell afleep
in Jefus, Auguft the 24th, 1795, in the 68th year of his
age. His remains were depofited in his family vault in
Bunkill-fields, where Mrs. Stennett his beloved wife had
been interred a few months before him. The pall was fup-
ported by the following minifters: Dr. Kippis and Dr. Rees
of the Prefbyterian; Mr. Brewer and Mr. Towle of the
Independent; Mr. Martin and Dr. Jenkins of the Bap-
tift perfualion. The laft of thefe gentlemen, who was. a

* Meantioning Dr. Pri¢fily by name; and I think (fays Dr Jenkins,) it
argues very highly in favour of the doétrines of our Lord’s Deity and
atonement, and of his free and efficacious grace, that Dr. Stennert, a man
-of ftrong natural parts, a cool and difpaffionate reafoner, and whom none
that knew him would charge with ignorance or enthufiafm, believed in,
aud avowed thofe do&rines in his life, and gave fo explicit a teitimony to
their ufefulnefs and importance, when he viewed himfelf as going to
zppear before God the Judge of all ~ If Dr. Prieftly fhould ever fee this
note, I wifh it may be duly weighed, as he alfo muft die.
1+ Hymn cclxx. of Mr. Rippon’s Sele@ion,

member
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member of Dr. Stennett’s church, and by that people fent
into the work of the miniftry, preached his funeral fermon
Sept. 6, 1795, on 1 John iii. 16. The difcourfe was imme-
diately printed, with Mr. Booth’s Addrefs at the grave; and
the providence was felt, not only by all the Baptift Churches
throughout the three kingdoms, but by great numbers of the
moft refpetable perfons in the other denominations of Pro-
teftant Diffenters, not to mention pious and evangelical
minifters and people of the eftablithment—and John’s Eu-
logy concerning one of the beft men in apoftolic times,
was pronounced in every circle of the godly, € Demetrius
hath a good report of all men, and of the truth itfelf’; yea,
and we alfo bear record, and ye know that our record is true.”

The Doctor has left behind him two affe&tionate children,
the Rev. Mr. Joleph Stennett, and Mifs Elizabeth Stennett,
in both of whom he had « inexpreflible fatisfaltion.”

THE BIRD OF PARADISE *,

By the late Rev. Dr. SamvueL Sranwery.

AH me! I've loft my liberty s
And in this cage
My aétive mind
Is clofe confin’d <
Nor can I hope again
My birthright to obtain,
Till this my gilded tenement fhall be
Deftroy’d by fome difafter or by age.

2.
But—How came I here?
‘Who was it that depriv’d my heav’n born foul,
Of the freedom fhe enjoy’d,
In the paradife of God ;
Where no bafe paffion could my peace controul,
Or in my breaft create a fear ?
*Twas Satan, aye, ’twas he
That robb’d me of my liberty :
His artful {nares th’ infidious Fowler laid,
And to this captive flate my innocence betray’d.
Cruel enemy to try, :
‘When I fear’d no danger nigh,
Thus to deceive and ruin me,
With bafelt arts of treachery !

* The Rev. Mr. Jofeph Stennett, who communicated the Bird of Parae
dite for the Regifter, wifhes it to be {aid, that this is-the Arg orrect copy
«fic which has been given to the public. Epitor,

But
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But boaft not, Satan, thou thy point haft gain’d.
Heav’n permits it fo to be, -
That all the world may one day fee
. Juftice triumphant over perfidy ; .
For know thar Chrift the conquelt hath obtain’d.
Yes, and he’ll quickly come,
And publicly progounce thy doom.
So fhall the horror of this cruel deed,
By which thy malice had defign’d,
To draw down vengeance on mankind,
With double fary light on thy devoted head.

In tlie mean while I fit,
And here in groans,
And filent moans, _
Lament my ’prifon’d flate :
Ah me! I once was us’d to mount and fly,
Up thro’ the tracklefs regions of the &ky;
And as 1 pafs’d along,
In fweetly pleafing ftrains,
To trill my warbling fong,
All o’er th’ ethereal plains,
But now condémn’d within this cage to lie,
I droop the wing,
Refufe to fing,
And fighing with to die.

But why defpair ? 5
Come try thy voice, and ftretch thy wing ;
A bird within a cage may chirp and fing,
And tafte what freedom is e’en while fhe’s here.
Strike up fome cheerful note;
With fond defire
. Peep thro’ the wire:
Thy keeper’ll quickly come and let thee out.

6.
This, O this, is happy news!
Now to fing I can’t refute:
Thefe ihall be the notes I chufe:
¢¢ Satan the cruel Fowler put me in,
% And faft enclos’d me round with fenfe and fin ¢
¢ But Satan cannot keep me here;
¢ For not to him the cage belongs,
¢¢ *Tis Chrift’s, and he fhall have my {ongs;
< Since he’s my kind deliverer.”
7.
Thus awhile,
1 will beguile
The
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"The paffing hours away :
Affur’d my mafter’ll not forget
To make my bed and find me meat,
So long as ’tis decreed that here [ ftay.
Wherefore free from all cares,
From all dangers and fnares,
While Jefus my Saviour is by ;
O how happy I dwell,
. Tho’ immur’d in a cell,
“Not anxious to live, nor yet fearful to die!
8.
But foon, alas! fecuré of future blifs,
Senfelefs I grow,
Ard fcarcely know
What real freedom is.
The little circuit of my cage
_ Doth all my thoughts and time engage:
With heedlefs feet from perch to perch I hop
And paffing round,
Fleas’d with the found
Of tinkling bell
Hung o'er my cell,
My nobler notes I drop.
Ah! how deprav’d this wretched heart of mipa,
So foon to loie its tafte for joys divine !

Bufied thus with motes andgﬁraws,'
1dle nonfenfe, empty joys, )
-Without a hope, without.a fear
Of pleafures or of dangers near,
Afleep I fall:

Fatal fecurity !
But hark! I hear my keeper call.
Aye, ’tis his voice: now I awake,
Fancy I feel my prifon fhake,

And dire deftru&tion’s nigh.
Affrighted round my cage I caft my eye,

And flatt’ring to and fro,

Not knowing where to go,
Attempt to make my efeape but cannot fly,

10.
Ah! filly heart,
(I fetch a figh,
And fighing cry,)

Thus foolifhly to part
With noble hopes, fubftantial joys
For airy phantoms, gilded toys,

Triflea
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Trifles, the fond purfuit of which unmans my foul;
And leaves me to the fport of ev’ry fancied fear,
That would my peace controul,
‘What miferies befal a heav’n-born mind,
By being thus within a cage confin’d !

Pity, Saviour, pity me,

And quickly come and fet me free!

I
My Saviour hears, and ftrait replies,
‘With foft compaffion in his eyes,
¢« Thy filent moans,
¢ And piteous groans
¢ Have mov'd my heart;
< Ere long I'll come,
¢ And fetch thee home, g
¢ Where reafon and the paflions ne’er fhall part.”

: . 12.
*Tis Jefus that {peaks! how charming his name!
At the found of his voice,
O how I rejoice, .
And kindle all into a flame!
I leap and I fly,
, And in ecflafy cry,
Vain world, I bid thee adieu:
" DIl wait not for age,
- To pull down my cage,
But, fearlefs of danger, will force my way thro’.

13.

Check thy paflions, foolilg man 3

The longeft life is but a {pan.

Be contented here to ftay,

Another hour, another day ;

To feel 2 joy, to bear a pain,

To do fome good, fome good t’obtain.
Think not the moments long, Heav’n hath decreed ;
Impatience cannot lafh them into fpeed.
With meek fubmiffion wait the approaching hour:

The wheel of time will quickly whirl about,
And then thy keeper’ll come, and ope the door,

Put in his hand, and gently take thee out.

14.
The day arrives. *
Now thro’ the wire,
~ With frong defire,
I caft my wifhful eyes.
1 {ee him come: ‘yes, yes, ’tis he!
Hither he hattes to fet me free.
O the mufic that I hear,
Sweetly warbling in my ear
« Liuls -
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& Little fongftef, come away, '

¢ In this vile cell no longer ftay; , =
¢ But take thy flight to realms above the fkies.”

. 15,
I hear and inftantly obey ,5
Out of my cage I fpring}
And as I pafs the wicker’d way,
Thus to myfelf I fidg:
¢ How fafe, how eafy ’tis to die,
<« With Chrifl my Guardian-angel by !
“ He’s my defence from pain and fin,
¢ From foes without and fears within. . ‘ .
¢ O Death, where is thy fting { O grave; thy viftory 2’1
16. .
Now I’'m happy; now I'm free: )
My aftive {pirit, heav’n-born mind;
‘From all the dregs of fenfe refin’d,
. Feels and enjoys her godlike dignity.
No more opprefs’d with the grofs atmefphere
Of error, prejudice and-fin,
Freely 1 breathe my native air;
And drink ambrofial fragrance in.
O who can think, O who can tell;
"The ftrange fenfations now I feel!

1. :
Awhile my wings unufed to7ﬁight, I try,
And round and round in fportive blifs I fly :
Then through the opening fkies,
In rapt’rous ecftafy I rife,
Up to the flow’ry fields of Paradife.
And as I dart along,
On full expanded wing;
Amid th'angelic throng,
Celeftial anthems fing :
* Glory to him that left his throne above,
+*And downward bent his way on wings of love ;
¢« 'That wept, and bled, and died upon the tree,
“ To conquer death and fet the captives free.”

Avs, 1796 E€ Rev,
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REev. Joun GRIFFITHS,

Late Paftor of the Independent Church, at Hitchin, in the
County of Hertford.

‘The Rev. Mr. John Griffiths was born in the parifh of
Llanvirnach, Pembrokefhire, South ‘Wales, Nov, 16, 1736.
His father’s name was William Griffiths, and his mother’s
maiden name was Gwenllian Thomas. He was very obe-
dient to his parents from a child. Like Obadiah of old, he
feared the Lord from his youth. He made a public profeffion
of religion, and became a member of the Diffenting Church’
at Glandwr, when he was about fixteen years of age. After
having been at various fchools in his earlier days, in 1753
he was placed in the Diflenting Academy at Carmarthen,
where he remained two yedrs, and from thence removed to
the Academy at Abergavenny, where he finithed his educa-
tion. He entered upon the work of the miniftry in the year
1758. In 1759, or 1760, he wentto Wotton-under-edge,
in Gloucefterfhire, where he preached about two years. He
was after this fettled as paftor over an Independent church
at Hinkley,in Leicefterfhire. In February 1772, he preached
his firft fermon to the Independent church at Hitchin, as a
probationer, and he was fettled over them as their paftor in
the enfuing fummer. Here he went in and out before his
people and preached the glad tidings of falvation to them, as
long as his health and ftrength enabled him to do it; faith-
fully and affetionately labouring to fave his own foul and
thofe of his people, and thereby to premote the glory of his
great mafter. He was eminently of a devotional fpirit—a
man of prayer. Mr. Geard, minifter of the Baptift congre-
gation at Hitchin, in preaching his funeral fermon, faid;
¢ Repeatedly have I united with him in- this place, when no
one has been prefent but ourfelves, in communicating our
views upon particular. fubjetts to each other, and in endea-
vouring affeCtionately to recommend each o:her, and our re-
fpective churches and congregations to the divine regards in
prayer. And yet, though we were in one fenfz alone, I
truft we were-not alone, becaufe our glorious mafter now
and then at leaft was with us, agrecably to his owa con-
defcending promife.” :

He was a man of difinterefted benevolence. ¢ I have
known,” faid Mr. Geard, in the fame fermon, * f{everal in-
ftances of this: but one of a pleafing defcription, and not
very commonly parallelled, I fhail meation. It was a hand-
fome gift fent by him to a poor afflicted munjfter, nothqf

is
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his own denomination, whom I have reafon to think he had
never feen in his life, but to whom he was fpontaneoufly
induced to fend this relief on the poor good man’s circum-
cumftances being related to him, without the fmalleft foli-
citation. I had the pleafure of being the medium of the ton~
veyance of the gift; and of obferving the benevolence of
the giver, and the gratitude of the receiver. They are both
in heaven, nor do % know that any perfon now living knows
the particulars of the circumftance but myfelf; nor did I
confider myfelf at liberty to mention ity even in general
terms, till the generous benefadtor was gone.” ,
In January 1776, he married Mifs Hannah Richards,
daughter of Mr. Samuel Richards, late of Birmingham. By
this lady he had two children, a fon and a daughter. Their
- daughter, Mary Griffiths, died fuddenly Feb, 18; 1783,
aged 2 years and four months. ‘Their fon, Ebenezer Grif-
fiths, was an exceedingly amiable and promifing youth: but
it pleafed God to remove him alfo afier a long lingering in-
difpofition, Jan. 12, 1794, when he was fifteen years of age.
T'he lofs of the daughter was a heavy trial to the beréaved
parents, but the death of the fon was ftill much heavier.
In him they had loft their all as to the endearing relation of
children. It was their great felicity however that they had
not to forrow as thofe without hope #. But whatever con-
folations attended this affecting providence, as Mr. Griffiths’s
conftitution had begun to fail before the death, and even be-
fore the indifpofition of his beloved fon, this providence ap-
pears to have operated very powerfully towards pulling
down his already fhaken tabernacle. In the fummer of 1794,
he went to Briftol to try the medicinal waters at the Hot
Wells for the recovery of his health: but he derived no ef-
fential bepefit from them. After his return home, he preached
occafionally. with confiderable difficulty, till at length hé
was obliged quite to give over. His laft fermon was preached
Feb. 22, 1795, about 23 years from the time of his firft
preaching as a probationer at Hitchin, It feemed remark-
able that this difcourfe was preached from 1 Cor. xv. 57.
Thanks be to God who giveth us the wiflory, through our
Lord Fefus Chrifi. For a long time before his death his
mental powers were at intervals exceedingly deranged. When
he was favored with a proper exercife of them, which through
the goodnefs of God at certain periods was the cafz to the laft,
his mind was generally calm. It appearcd as though when
* For fome account of this amiable vouth, fee a little pisce, entitled,

lffuthful Piety exemplified. Printed for W, Bution, Paternoiler-row;
< 1794

Re 2 his



396 OBITUARY, 1795.

“his afli&ion had extinguifhed every other light in him, that
the light of devotion ftill attempted to burn. - His grand

- fupport of mind in his colle€ted intervals, was the mediation
of Jefus Chrift between God and finners, and-a good hope
through grace of intéreft in that mediation. He had been
at times exercifed with fears, and particularly dreaded the
article of death. It is a pledfing reflexion, however, that
death at length grew lefs terrible to him the nearer he approach-
cd it: and the very day before his departure, during a lucid
interval, he exprefled himfelf to his neareft relative as won-
derfully relieved from the dread of death, and as enjoying a
cheerful hope that he fhould foon be at his father’s houfe, It
was remarked concerning him, that no one ever heard him
murmur, however much his long and trying afliction might
caufe him to mourn. At length, on the 6th of December
1795, he was releafed from all his burdens, and entered into
the joy of his Lord, aged g9 years.

On the 11th of December, he was refpectfully committed
to the houfe appointed for all living, and a fuitable- oration
was delivered on the occafion by the Rev. Mr, William Wil-
liams, his fuccefior in the paftoral office, who was ordained
fome time before Mr. Griffiths died. On the following Lord’s-
day afternoon, in the meeting-houfe where he had laboured
fo many years, his funeral fermon was preached to the two
congregations of the Independents and Baptifts, who met

 together to pay their laft’ tribute of refpect to atruly worthy
character. The paffage which Mr. Geard improved upon
this occafion was given him by his dear departed brother, in
one of the many friendly vifits which he paid him during his
affiiction ; it was Heb. iv. 9. There remaineth therefore a
reft to the peaple of God. Six months before his diflolution
Mr. Griffiths requefted his brother Geard to improve this
fcripture as his funcral text, and prefaced his requeft by affec-
tionately mentioning the long friendthip which had fubfifted
between them—and indeced thofe who were acquainted with
both of them have admired their fincere affection for each
other, and longed to fee the different evangelical denomina-~
tions breathe the fame fpirit in every place. Who can fay what
advantages might refult from the meeting of Independents,
Baptifts, and other holy minifters of the fame neighbourhood,
in each others veftries, for the purpofe of conful:ation, prayer
and praife, according to the example of thefe two brethren
at Hitchin! ) .

It muft be mentioned alfo to their honor, that when either
of them was ill, or on a journey, inftead of fending thirty or
forty miles for a minifter to fill the vacant pulpit, he encmx‘-i

‘ rage
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raged his people to meet with the congregation whofe paftor
was at home, and able to preach. The places of worfhip
-are both large. The members and hearers accommodated
cach other. Love continued, and good was done.’ But this
interchange of kind offices was mifunderftood and mifre--
prefented, in confequence of which, Mr. Geard publithed,
in one of the Magazines of April 1795, the following letter
which is bere reprinted, by particular requeft from Hitchin,

, To the Editor, &5c. e,
SIR,
Among thofe chara@ers which are reprefented in the facred
oracles as an abomination unto the Lord, is included the fower
of difcord among brethren ®*. Your ungenerous correfpondent,
who is noticed on the cover of your laft magazine, as having fent
you a long letter, without paying the poftage of it, complaining
of a cuftom adopted fomewhere near Hitchin by two minif-
ters, of fhutting up one of their places of worthip, if either of
them have occafion to be abfent on the fabbath, appears inten-
tionally to come too near a charalter of that defcription. As I
am not at all afhamed to avow myfelf to be one of the minifters
alluded to in that complaint, and as I do moft cordially approve
of the obje& that is complained of, I confider myfelf as called
upon to attempt to vindicate my condu@, and the condut of my
honored brother minifter, and of our refpetive churches and
congregations, in that inftance. To remove every kind of am-
biguity from the bufinefs, I would obferve, that the complaint
evidently alludes to the condd&@ of the Independent and Baptift
minifters and congregations at Hitchin itfelf ; for that condu
has certainly been obferved by thofe minifters and congregations.
I do not know who the complainant is in this matter, but I flatter
myfelf with the hope that it is not any perfon belonging to either
of the faid congregations.

It appears that a friendly underftanding has in general {ubfited
between the Diffenting congregations at Hitchin, for a century
paft or upwards, This friendly underftanding has been rather
improved and ftrengthened in fome particular inftances, with'n a
few years paft. ' One inftance of this is the cuftom complained
of by your correfpondent. Another is that of united meetings
for prayer and a {ermon, held alternately at each of our places
of worthip. The circumftance, which originally occafioned
thefe meetings, was a very affe@ting and important one; it
was that of the alarming indifpoiition of his majeity, our fove-
reign. At the time when our minds, as well as thofe of  our
fellow-fubjedts in general, were deeply imprefled with his melan-
choly fityation, it was thought expedient to have a joint meet-
ing of praycr, between our refpettive congregations, on his
account. Accordingly we affembled for that purpofe at the

* Prov. vi. 16. 19,
Ee€ 3 Independent
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Independent meeting-houfe, on the r4th of November, 1788,
which was about the time of the crifis of his diforder. Both of
the minifters and one of the deacons of each of our congrega-
tions engaged in united gddrefles to the King of Kings, for our
earthly King’s recovery. As it was a very folemn occafion, fo
it was a very folemn meeting: and the minds of minifters and
people were fo imprefled, particularly at that time, that it was
propofed afterwards that one united meeting of prayer fhould be
obferved at each meeting-houfe every year, and that a fermon
fhould be preached on the eccafion, which has accordingly been
done ever fince. At fome of the meetings of this defcription,
we have been kindly affifted by neighbonring minifters, wha
have evidenced their cordial approbation of tﬁem, and contri-
buted to their promotion, by preaching on fuch occafions.

The friendthip that has fubfifted between the minifters and
caugregations at Hitchin, has, at different periods, and in dif-
ferent ways, produced falutary confequences. Beth minifters
and people, and the poor in particular, of both congregations,
have derived advantages in ‘more views than one, from this
friendthip, It being now upwards of twenty years fince I and
my heloved brother, the Rev. Mr. John Griffiths, have laboured
together in this town, it is not to be wondered at that we have
each of us had our trials during this period : but it has been our
mutual concern, not only to %mpathize with each other under
thefe trials, but to affift one another as far 2s we well could. I
am exceedingly forry that his circumftances have long been fuch,
that he has neither been able to co-operate, as he formerly
did, in carrying on our joint meetings, nor to aftend to the
concerns of his own congregation: and it adds to my forrow,
that, I am afiaid, his ability for thefe purpofes is not very
likely to be reftored. I have the fausfaltion however to refle&,
that it has been my concern to do what.I could to affift him
under his incapacity ; and among the motives that have operated
tq produce and promote this concern, gratitude, from the re-
colletion of paft exertions of his on my behalf, when I have
been comparatively in fimilar circumftances, has had its fhare.

Nor has the {fympathy that has been evidenced relative to our
refpe@ive afliCtions been confined to ourfelves. Our friends on
each fide have mutpally fympathized with us. I have not only
had the fatisfallion to hear my good brother’s cafe affettionately
noticed at a throne of grace, by his own immediate connexions,
at their place of worfhjp, but by my immediate connexions, at
pur place of worthip. "And we have had the fatisfadtion like-
wife of feeing or hearing of mutual affitance being afforded by
our refpective friends to ong another, as circumftances have par-
ticularly required. i

As to our united meetings, God has appeared to ftamp them .

articularly with marks of his approbation. Two perfons were
veceived into the church with which I am connected, in one
day, to whom the labours of my worthy brother upon fuch oc-

' : ‘ " cafiong
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cafions, had hopéfully been blefled, and on¢ of: thefe inftances
refpected the very firft fermon that ever was:preached upon thefe
occafions.

And as to our uniting our congregations together, when
either: of us has had occafion to be abfent-on a- fabbath, -tha
circumRanee which your correfpondent particularly complains
of, that likewife has had its advanfages. By this means, at
fhort notice, without anyparticalar inconvenience: to: ourfelves
or our people, we have each of us been enabled to aflit neigh-
bouring congregations, when they have peculiarly. needed fuch.
affitance, owing: to.the ilinefs, the removal, or the death of their
own minifters: -and: we have confidered fuch a conduct: as like-
wife calculated to promote; affection and harmony among our
own connexionss” : :

Whether fuch confiderations as thefe will or ought,to induce,
other minifters and congregations, that may be fimilarly fituated,
to imitate our condud,. I thall leave to their own prndence. to
determine ; ‘but. they, fo impsefs\my mind in reference to our-
felyes, that: I fhould be excepedingly forry indeed, that that con.
duét fhould by any.means be altered, in the inftances; referred to,
And as I hopey through the:medium of your magazine, a con-
fiderable number; at lealt, of our refpeltive congregatians, will
either read or hear the following addrefs, I beg leave through
that medium to addrefs myfelf o them, in-the following manner

¢¢ Dearly beloved brethren and friends;

¢ Whereas an unworthy attempt has been.made by fome pér-
{on, to me unknown, to interrupt the harmony whick has fub-
fifted between you and' your relpeive minifters, though I am
abitractedly forry that any fich attempt thould be made by anyx
perfon whatever, yet, in anotherview, I am glad hereby to have.
an opportunity afforded me thus publicly to return you . my moft
cordial thanks, to which-ever congregation you belong, for all
the kindnefs and refpe& which you have difcovered:to me, col-
Je&ively or individuaily ; for all the kindnefs and refpe® which
you have manifefted to my- honoured brother in the ‘miniftry ;
and for all the affedtion and harmony which you have difco-
vered towards one another. I earneftly befeech you to liften
to no atteqpts that may be made to diminith that affection,
or to interrupt that harmony. And [ would earneftly recom-
mend to your ferious confidsration, the following apottolic ex-
hortations: ¢ Mark them which caufe divifions and offences,.
Let us follow after the things which make for peace, and things.
wherewith one may edify another. ' Endeavour to:keep the unity-
of the fpirit in the bond of peace.” * :

In proportion as you may be enabled to:a& in this manner,
fuch an attempt as I have in view, inftead of interrupting your
union, will eventually draw the cords of it tighter than ever.
May this happy effe& follow, and then whatever isfaid o the
attempt itfélf, we fhall have caufe to rejoice in the confequence.

* Rom. xvi.17,and xiv.19. Eph. iv. 3.
E€4 1
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If, fir, you will be fo kind as to infert this letter the firft apy
portunity-you ¢an, in your magazine, you will much oblige.
A Friend of Peace and Harmony,
And your humble Servant,
Hitchin, April, 7, 1795. JOHN GEARD.

NEW DISCOVERED ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC OGEAN.

The Rev. Dr. Jeremy Belknap, one of the Prefbyterian
minifters of "America, author of the Hiftory of New Hampfhire,
in 3 vols. 8va.t having been acquainted withothe defign of
fending Mififondries to the iflands in the pacific, exprefles an
hearty with that they may be: fucceeded, remarking, that
< They will have to contend with many difficulties, and among
pthers, the bad examples of European navigators, who have be-
fore yifited and abufed thefe people.”” He adds, ¢« There is a
group of iflands lately difcovered by fome of our American
mavigatars, whick are faid to be populeus, and which are hitherto
nncontaminated by the vices of ‘civilized people. I wrisH, if
it were poflible, AN EXPERIMENT MAY BE MADE THERE.
As this account may probably be new to Dr. Rippon, I fend
him the copy which accompanies this, with my cordial refpects.”

An Account of the Difcovery of a Group of Iflands in the
North Pacific Ocear, by Capt. James Magee, in the Ship
Margaret, of Bofton, in his run from Canton, toward the N.*
W. Coaft of America. Extra&ted from his Log-book.
<« Tuefday, 6th of March 1793, fteering N. E. at three

o'clock in the morning we faw land, bearing N. E. by E.; tacked

and flood to the N. W. Atg, tacked and ftood to the E. At

day light, faw fix iflands bearing from S. 8. W. toN by E.;

the neareft appeared to be about four leagues diftant. At 7,

the fouthernmoft ifland. by ounr account, we judged to lie in

latitude 27, the northernmoft in 28 lat. 4 min. north.

‘¢ At jo, A. M. alarge ifland was feen, bearing 8. } W, to
the foyzhward of all which we had feen. At meridian, the
extremes of the iflands in fight bore 3s follows: that to the
fouthward of us from §. S. W. L W, 10 8. S. E. 1 E; the
fhip’s diftance from the body of the iffand, five miles. That
to the northward of us, and forms the channel we pafled through,
bore, at the fame time, N. § W, diftant 6 or 7 lcagues. Several
which we had feen in the morning were now qut of fight; the
moit fouthern ifland nat being -in fight, but we fuppofed it to
bear S. S.W., 8leagues diftant ; and the mpft northern N. by E.
12 or 13 leagues diftant.

¢ The meridian altitude gave the latitude 27, 12 min. N.
The longitude, by a good obfervation of the fun and moon,
was 214 degrees zo minutes W. from Greenwich.

< This group of iflands lies nearly N. and S., extending
abont 64 nautical miles. As they are not laid down in any

+ Sold by Mr. Dilly, Loadon,
chart
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ghart in our pofleflion ; and as I fuppofe myfelf the firft difco-
coverer, I give them the. name of my Ship, MarcarET’S
IsLanps. : _ o

¢ Wedne{day, 7th of March #, at half pat 5, P. M. while
flanding to the E, a large number of breakers were feen off the
E. end of the fourth ifland from the fouthward, which we
found it impoffible to weather. Wore fhip and flood to the weit-
ward (the wind being then about E.), to clear thefe iflanis.
At 6, the northernmott ifland, in fight, bore N. N, W.; the
fouthernmoft, 8. L E. At half paft 6, double-reefed the topfails,
and hauled up the courfes. At half'paft 7, hoveto. At1i, filled
and ftood, during the night, firk N. E. then S. by E., then N.
by. W. At 6, théaext morning, the northernmoft' ifland, feen
the preceding day, bore- S. E. 4 E,, 10 or 11 leagues diftant,
Being now ciear ot the iflands, we let out our reefs, and fet our
to?-gallant-fails, keeping our courfe to the N. E. as before this
difcovery. Latitude this meridian, 28 degrees 19 minutes N,

¢ The iflands, ‘which lay to the northward of the channel
through which we paffed, were fmall and irregular, appearing
to be moftly folid rocks, of a whitifh coloar, with very litile
wood on them, and great numbers of fea fowl hovering over
them. “Two of thofe to the fouthward were well woaded, and
covered with beautifal verdure. Each of them appeared to be
about twenty miles in circumference, having a gradual afcent
from the fhore to the fummit.

¢ The neareft lands to thefe iflands, according to the lateft
charts, are the Sulphur iflands, difcovered by Capt. King, 'in
his return from Kamichatka, in 178c. Their lattude is 24
deg. 40 min. N., and their longitude 141 deg. 12 min. E. It
is probable, however, that the northernmoft of the Marian
iflands, which lie nearly in the fame longitude with the Mar-
garet’s, may not be not suuch further diftant than the Sulpbur
iflands.” )

Bofion, Dec. 14, 1795, James Macees.

Mr. Rippon has had the pleafure of communicating this Paper
to the Rev. Dr. Haweis, Capt. Wil{on, and other members of
the Committee of the Miffion to which they belong—and though
the fix new difcovered iflands are fo fituated as not to afford a
probability of Capt. Wilfon’s vifiting them in his prefent ex-

dition: we all join, with every mark of fraternal efteem,
in hearty thanks to 2r Belknap for {o kindly interefting himfeif
in the defign, and for his communicationof a difcovery which it is
expetted wiil be cornefted with others of a fimilar defcription
~all tending, we humbly hope, not only to link man to man,
but finally to unite millions of apoftate finners to our adored
God apd Savior. ' :

* This was the fame day, according to the civil account; but it is to
ge noted, that the marine day begins at noon, and the log account is

An

ept i conformity to that cuftom.
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An Account of the Paoreys, or FoLeys, on the river Gambia,
in Africa *,

¢ IN every kingdom and country on each fide of the river
Gambia, are people of a tawny colour, called Pholeys, who re-
“femble the Arabs, whofe language moft of them fpeak; for it is
taught in their {chools, and the Koran, which is alfo their law,
is in that language. They are more generally learned in the
Arabic than the people of Europe are in Latin; for they can
moft of them fpeak 1t, though they have a vulgar tongue called
Pholey. They live in hoards or clans, build towns, and are
not fubjet to any of the Kings of the country, though they live
in their territories; for if they are ufed ill in one nation, they
break up their towns, and remove to another. They have chiefs
of their own, who rule with fuch moderation, that every a& of
government feems rather an act of the people than of one man.
‘This form of government is eafily adminiftered, becanfe the
people arg 'of a good and quiet difpofition, and fo well inftruct-
ed in what-is juft and right, that a man who does ill is the
abomination of all. ‘ '
¢« In thefe countries the natives are not avaricious of lands:
heace the Kings are willing to allow the Pholeys to cultivate the
land, and live 1n their dominions. They plant tobacco near the
houfes, and all round their towns they plant cotton: beyond
that are their corn fields, of which they raife the four kinds
ufually Prodnced all over this country ; that is, Maize, or India
corn, . rice, and the larger and lefler Guinea corn. The Pholeys
are the greateft planters in the country, though they are firangers
in it. They are very induftrious and frugal, and raife much
more corn and cotton than they confume, which they fell at rea-
fonable rates, and are fo remarkable for their hofpitality that
the natives efteem it a blefling to have a Pholey town in their
neighbourhoed : befides, their behaviour has gained them fuch
reputation, that it is efteemed infamous for any one to treat
them in an inhofpitable manner. Though their humanity ex-
tends to all, they are doubly kind to people of their own race ;
and if they know of any one of their body being a flave, all the
Pholeys will unite to redcem him. As they have plenty of food,
they never fuffer any of their own people to want; but fupport
the old, the blind and lame, equally with the others. They are
{eldom angry, and I never heard them abufe each other; yet
this mildnefs does not proceed from want of courage; for they
are as brave as any people in Africa, and are very expert in the
ufe of their arms. They commonly fettle near fome Mundingo
town; there being fcarce any one of note, efpecially up the
river, that has not a2 Pholey town near it. They are flrict Ma-
hometans; and fcarcely any of them will drink brandy, or any
thing ftronger than fugar and water. They breed cattle, and are
very dexterous at managing them, fo that the Mundingoes leave

* Extracted from Moore’s travels into the inaand parts of Afric;;l.
' T : theirs
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theirs to their care. They are likewife great huntfmen, and not
only kill lions, tygers, and other wild beafts; but often go 2o
or 30 in a company to hunt elephants, whofe teeth they fell, and
whofe fleth they fmoke-dry and eat, keeping it feveral months
togethet. The Pholeys are almoft the only people who make
butter, and of whom cattie can be purchafed at fome diftan<e up
the river. They are very particalar in their drefs, and never
wear any clothes but fuch as'are of white cotton, which they
make themfelves. They are always very clean, efpecially the
women who keep their houfes exceeding {weet. Infome things
they are fuperftitious, in particular, if any body boils the new
milk bought of them, they will not on any confideration felf
that perfon any more, becaufe they fay, boiling the milk makes
the cows dry. The Arabic is not only {fpoken by the Pholeys,
but by moft of the Mabometans in the river, theugh they are
Mundigees.” h
e RIS ——..

THE MANNER OF BEATIFYING A SAINT IN ITALY,

Ancona, Sept. 2, 1793.
As,I am now in a country where miracles are wronght, I'will
give you a little account of fome of their proceedings, which
have come within my knowledge. ;
Yefterday I heard an unufual noife of ringing of bells and
firing of guns, and on enquiry I found the caufe of it to be the
Beatification of a Saint, This naturally led me to enquire into
the caufe of his promotion, which I underftood was as follows.
About three hundred years ago, Antonio Fattatti was bifhop of
Ancona. Being remarkable for his great learning, juftice, piety
and charity, he was much beloved while he lived, and at his
death much Jamented. The lower clafs of people revered him
as a faint; and I find his friends, who were very rich, defigned
to procare canonization for him—he was accordingly embalmed
and depofited in the cathedral church of this place; many peo-
ple worfhipped at his thrine, and implored his affitance and in-
terference with the Almighty to procure the bleflings they needed.
In the courfe of twenty-five years numerousmiracles were wrought
by him. Many who had broken limbs were carried there, and
by praying to him came away perfeétly healed : alfo many blind
people, it is faid, have received their fight by applying to him
as their advocate in heaven. Thefe miracles fixed his friends in
their former opinion of fainting him ; they accordingly took the
neceflary fteps in the court of Rome for that purpofe. To exa-
mine. into the merits of the cauvfe, and prove the miracles to a2
certainty, has taken up the {mall period of 275 years. But laft
Tirarfday the cafe wasdetermined at Rome in favour of Antonie
Fattatti, and yefterday we received the news here. I find it
requires an uncommon fum of money as well as great intereft to
procure this favour, I need not fay it requires time alfo. Am
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now going to fee him, and when I return will give you a far-
ther account.

Sept. 5. I have now been to fee this wonderful man ; he was
placed under a kind of an altar furrounded with iron railing
to kecp off the people. About a dozen were in the a&t of pray-
ing when we went 1n, but the prieft, who knew we thould pay
him for his trouble, did not hefitate to difturb them in their
devotion in order to gratify qur curiofity. The front of the cafe
in which he was depofited is of glafs, he is clothed in red
velvet trimmed with gold, has a kind of cap on his head, and
fhoes on his feet. His left arm lay over his breaft, and a ring
was on one of his fingers. My friend tells me, that he has not
yet attained the full honor of a Saint, to procure that there
muft be another courfe of law, which will'coft a great fum of
money. He i: at prefent only called Beato, he may be fainted
in about three years for about twenty thoufand pounds; other-
wife he may be another century more before he arrives at that
dignizy. ’

In another part of this church is the altar of St. Ciriaco. The
flory of him is fill more ridicalous. He is faid to be the faint
who found the crofs of our Saviour—he died a vaft while ago,
Several hundred years fince, having a mind to vifit the pope,
he put to fea in an iron coffin, bound, I fuppofe, to the Mole
aof Ancona, but through bad feamanfhip he drove afthore in the
night on a rock clofe to the Mole : in the morning he was dif-
covered, and the ccffin being opened, his bady was found per-
feet, and writings which difcovered who he was were alfoin the
coffin with him.  He was accordingly removed with great pomp
to the cathedral, and is atone time of the year expo%ed to view
for three days. We found a great many worth:pping at his altar,
which was entirely covered with gold. The prieft, who accom-
panied us, brought from behind the altar a parcel of crutches
and fticks which he affured us were left by cripples who had
been entirely cured, through his interceflion with God.

Sept. 7. I was yefterday, Lord’s-day, to fee the high mafs
celebrated in honor of our new Saint. To me the ceremony
was traly ridiculous, although the Cardinal himfelf aflifted. They
chattered thejr prayers like magpies, and in the organ loft were
s fidlers, and as many vocal performers with three French horns:
the ceremony concluded with a falute of 72 fmall cannon which
belong to the cathedral, I now drop the fubje@, may our in-
terceflions for mercy be offered through Chrift alone, who is able
to fave to the uttermoft all that come unto God through him !

A fhort account of THE GENERAL EVANGELICAL SOCIETY
in Dublin, and of the ftate of Religion in that vicinity.
Dear Brather Rippon, Birmingham, Auguft, 1796.

At your particular requeft, I tranfmit a brief account of my
late vifit to Ireland, together with fuch obfervations an the reli~
gious
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gious ftate of that kingdem as I recolleét to have made during
my ftay; and to your prudence I leave the felettion of what
you may deem proper to be communicated to your friends.

The nature and defign of the fociety, at whofe requeft I went
over, will be beft reprefented by a paper publithed by them-
felves in Dublin, in 1793 *. : .

The defirablenefs of making vigorous exertions on the behalf
of religion in Ireland, can fearcely be conceived unlefs by thofe
who have made themfelves perfonally acquainted with the coun-
try. The inhabitants prefent themfelves in two different clafes;
the one affuming the gaiety and fplendor of afiluence, the other
exhibiting tokens of the moft abje@ poverty : with the former
the fpirit of the world powerfully refifts the fpirit of religion;
and whilflt, for the moft part, they avow themfelves proteftant
chriftians, it is but here and there you find any under the vifible
influence of the religion they profefs. The poor, being moftly
Papifts, are as ignorant ‘as they are indigent, and highly fuper-
ftitious. One inftance of their fuperftition I had an opportunity
of witnefling. S , '

Near Ifland Bridge, about a mile from Dublin, adjoining the
public road, is a well, which, becaufe it was formerly included
in the precinéts of a priory dedicated to St. John of Jerufalem,
is called St. Fobn's well. On midfummer day thefe deluded peo-
ple came from 2o miles round Dublin to vifit this well, and for
24 hours, from 12 the preceding night, they were coming and
reliring in crowds. Some eagerly drank of the holy water—
others wafhed their heads and other parts of their bodies with
it, Some bottled the water and carried it home for the ufe of

* TO THR FRIENDS OF RELIGION,

It is too evident to have efcaped obfervation, that the ftate of Reli-
gion in this kingdom, for fome years paft, has been fuch, as could nog
but give pain to every ferious and difcerning mind.

In the year 1787, a number of perfons in this city, deeply affeéted by
this melancholy faét, met to advife and to adopt fome plan to check the
growth of irreligion and vice, and to promote a fpirit of vital godlinefs.

To them it appeared that the moft likely way to accomplith thefe
great and defirable ends, would be to gratify that tafte for variety, which
is effential to the human mind, by furnithing a fucceffion of zealous
and porular minifters of every denomination, who fhould be employed
to preach occafionally, wherever an opporiunity fhould offer, either in
the city, or in the country: - -

A beginning was then made, by forming a fociety under the name of
THE GENERAL CVANGELICAL SCCIETY ; and a fubfcription was
opened for raifing 2 fund to defray the expenfes of fuch minifters as
might from time to tifne co - ply with the invitation of the fociety. There
is good reafop to believe their endeavours have already bzen produciive
of good effeéts; they are therefore encouraged to with not only 4 con-
tinuance, but an extenfion of the plan. Andimprefled with a conviction
of the neceifity and importance of the undertaking, and conicious of the
purity of their motives, they venture afrefh to call npon the Friends of
Religion of every denomination, to unite with, and to adift them in
this labour of love

Subfcribers names will be entered, and benefa®ions received by the
Rev. Dr. M‘Dowel, Mary’'s Abbey, %c. &¢. .

theit
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their friends ; others brought their difeafed children to the fpot;
wbilft rot a few I faw on their knees before the well at their
devotions, which were frequently interrupted during their genu-
fleétions by offers of whifky from their acquaintance, which I
never obferved them to refufe: and as there were many whitky
fellers clofe by the well, it was not firange to fee the devotees
retire from the facred water highly inebriated,

It is eify to conceive that where fuch fuperftition and igno-
rance prevail, prejudice will not be wanting; fo that it is a rare
thing to {ee any of thele miferable creatures attending on the
means of inftruétion, unlefs it be in the mafls-houfes. Indeed
they are for the moft part kept in fuch a ftate of fubjetion to
the priefts, that if, by their confeffions, he learns they have only
attended on domeftic worthip in a religious family, he enjoins a
certain penance for every offence, which he fometimes admini-
fters_himfelf.

Such a flate of things is certainly highly difcouraging to the
minifters of religion, who, perhaps in many inftances defpairing
of fuccefs, have withheld themfelves from thofe exertions which
with more flattering profpefts they would have made ; whilft
the manners of the people, with whom they are continually
obliged to mingle, greatly tend to divert them from that fpiri-
tuality and allive zeal which are effential to a high degree of
religious ufefulnefs in every fituation,

But this is not the cafe univerfally. Some recent appearances
are very encouraging. For, befides the zealous friends to re-
ligion in other communions, it has pleafed God to raife up
many pious young men-*, from among the ftudents of Trinity
College, who having taken orders are vigoroufly exerting them-
felves in various places, on behalf of evangelical piety. Their
zeal is countenanced and cherithed by two Fellows of the Col-
lege +, who having been, for the truth’s fake, prohibited by the
Archbifhop of Lemnfter from preaching in any of the churches
in that province, do now conftantly deliver the word of life in
a chapel belonging to the Lock Penitentiary, called Bethefda.

With thefe Gentlemen, three others were prohibited the ufe
of the churches on the fame account; but the inhibition has
turned out to the furtherance of the gofpel, and Gad hath made
the wrath of man to praife him : for it has proved in its effe@is
fimilar to the perfecution of the primitive church, which, by
driving the difciples from Jerufalem, occafioned their travelling
to Phenice and Syprus and Antioch, preaching the Lord Jefus.
And there are feveral young men now in College of ferious
piety, who propofe to devote themfelves to the minifterial work.
Some of the happieft hours I enjoyed in Dublin were fpent in
{piritual converfe and prayer in their company. .

Several of the pious minifters of that city, juftly confidering
that union among the friends, and efpecially the preachers of

* Particularly a fon of Baron Kelly, and the Rev. W. Shirley. EpiTor.
4 The Rev. Mr. Waiker, and the Rev. Mr. Maturin, Epiron.
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the gofpel, was the moft likely way to advance its interefts in
Ireland ; by a circular letter, in 1795, made a propofal to their
brethren of various denominations,” to meet in Dublin for a
friendly conference. ) ,

In this letter they fay, ¢ All diftinftions of names and parties
¢ are to be excluded from this meeting, and no pre-eminence to
¢ be admitted of one or more members above the reft, except
“¢ as far as the regularity of the meeting may require the ap-
¢ pointment of a temporary prefident.”

Bat ¢ none are to be admitted members of whom there is
not reafon to hope, that they defire to give themfelves up to
the fervice of God in the gofpel of his Son, and to preach
him as the only and all-{ufficient Saviour of loft finners. But
as it mult be expeted, that there will be various differences
of views, and that among thofe who attend this meeting
there will ﬁ_e perfons differing in degrees of knowledge and
experience, the exercife of mitual tendernefs, forbearance
and love, is to be infifted on among all, as moft effentially
requifite to their common edification, and moft likely to caufc
all at length to be perfe&ly joined together, not only in one
heart, but alfo in one mind and judgment.”

. They exprefs alfo their hope, that fuch friends to the meet-
ing as are unable to give perfonal attendance would communi-
cate by letter; and they propofe to defray the travelling ex-
pences of fuch as cannot afford to do it themfelves.

Accordingly on the 3d and 4th of June 1795, twelve or thir-.
teen minifters of various denominations affembled, and about
the fame number fignified their approbation of the meeting by
letter. After prayer and reading the holy Scriptures, time was
fpent in converfation on various interefting fubjedts, fuch &s
the moft ufeful way of preaching—the beft rules for minifterial
condu&t—the treatment proper for perfons newly awakened—
the means of promoting brotherly love, and the prefent ftate of
religion in the kingdom; when one of the brethren prefent, who
had been called by the Saviour’s grace the preceding year, gave
very pleafing accounts of the flate of his neighbourhood, as not
only a great number of papifts are difpofed to attend the ppblic
means, but many fcores of them vifit him at his own Houfe,
which is open everv evening for prayer and {piritual difcourfe.

The converfation clofed with grateful remarks on the gracious
prefence of the Lord enjoyed at this meeting, which was con-
cluded with prayer.

There has been another meeting this year, I have not feen
the minutes, but I believe the attendance was larger, and the
interview no lefs pleafing or profitable than the preceding. The
good effe@s of fuch an union are already vifible. O that in
England we could rejoice in fimilar affociations. I traft it will
not be long before we imitatc our Irith brethten. 1t is not a
matter of gefpair with me.
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I preached in Dublin fix Lord’s-days, and, one excepted,
thrice a day. I had the pleafure of addrefling auditories that
feemed to increafe every week, both in number and attention.
Itis wrong to decide ily on the fuccefs of the word, but,
when I left Ireland, thére were not wanting fome whofe deep
concern about {piritual things, or whofe joy in God our Saviour,
inclined me to hope that I had not laboured in vain:

As the Society withed me to preach a le&ture on Thurfday
evening in Dublin, I could not make any wide excurfions in the
country. I preached however at Leixflip, Wicklow, Willow-
Bank, and the Black Rock. The congregations in neither place
were very large, yet in moft under encouraging circumflances.
I hope no minifter in England, who may be folicited by the So-
ciety, will refufe to labour in this harveft. The number of
faithful Jabourers, compared with the mafs of the inhabitants,
is fmall indeed. The cities and large towns have not much light,
but the villages are moftly in total darknefs. Could a few zeal-
ous and intelligent men be found who would be willing to iti-
nerate in Ireland, it is the opinion of many that much good
might be done. Butas you *, my dear Sir, have been on the
fpot, I need add no more, but a continued affurance that I am

Yours, &c. S. Pearce.

Since Mr. Pearce left Ireland, Mr. Rippon has received two let-
ters, one from the Rev. Dr. M‘Dowel of Dublin, and another from
Mr. Howard, an aged deacon in that city, The firft-of tHefe
epiftles fays, < We have had the pleafure of Mr. Pearce’s labors
for fome time paft. I truft it has been a blefled vifit to many.
Numbers of God's people have been greatly refrefhed, and I be-
lieve feveral perfons have been awakened, and brought to a fe-
rious concern about their everlafting interefts under his preaching.
He is now returned to his family and flock, but he will be long
remembered with affeCtion in this city.” The other letter con-
firms thefe tidings: ¢ We have had a jubilee for fome weeks,
That blefled man of God, Mr. Pearce, has preached among us
with great {weetnels, and with much power. I truft fome will
have reafon to rejoice to eternity, that he was fent to this city.
Another noble champion is expefted to arrive here every day,
Mr. Rowland Hill. If all our fouls felt the power of godlinefs
equal to thefe privileges, furely we fhould be upon the tip-toe
for Heaven.”

* 1 am conftrained 1o join with my brother Pearce in expreffing an
hope, That no minifter who may be folicited to help the Society in
Dublin will deny his affitance. On various accounts I fhall always re+
member the fabbaths I {pent among them; nor have 1 heard of any
minifter who has repented his acceptance of their invitation. The fole
lowing brethren, I think, fucceeded each other in this fervice. The

. Rev, J. Boddily, now minifter at Newbury Port, in America: J- Joness
Jady Gleporchy’s chaplain in Edinburgh; J. Rippon of London ; Row.
1and Bill of the fame city ; Samuel Medley of Liverpool ; Benjamin Francis
of Horfely; Ifaiah Birt of Plymouth Dock ; Samuel Pearce of Birming.
ham ; and now Mr. Rowland Hillis with them the fecond time. EpiTas.
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ExtiRact of a LETTER from Mr. Davip GEorcr,
concerning the Negro Church, and the two hiiffiona-
ries, Meflrs. GricG and Ropway.

Free Town, Afvica, 19tk April, 1796.
My dear Brotker,

I RECEIVED your very kind letter, with the trunk, which’

Mr. Etheridge has been pleafed to fend—for which I, in
the name of my brethren and fifters, return him our moft grate-
fulacknowledgements—May the Lord reward him an hundred-
fold. The names of thofe who received the garments your
people were fo kind as to fend, I will tranfmit to you in my
next; they have afforded us a moft comfortable fupply of thofe
clothes we ftood moftin need of—may the Lord blefs your con-
gregation for their kindnefs to us. We have alfo received all
the linen, and divided it agreeable to your dire&ions. My
brothers and fifters with me, are alfo at a lofs how to exprefs
our gratitude to our heaverfly Father for his goodnefs, in in-
clining the heart of Samuel Whitbread, Efq. to take fuch no-
tice of us. Shirts and fhifts we ftood much in need of—our
wants in that article are now in a great meafure fupplied. We
intend to write to him a letter of thanks,* if in our power,-
before the thip fails—if not, you may expeét it with the next;
which will fail, in about three weeks hence.

Thefe things, with the hymn and tune books, we received
from brothers Rodway and Grigg, who appear to be two moft
excellent young men, and well qualified for being Miffi-
onaries—Mr. Rodway has been rather poorly fince his arrival
here, but Mr. Grigg has kept his health amazing well—has
been for fome time at Port Logo—has made confiderable pro-
:grefs in the language, and is much refpe@ed, and greatly be-
loved by all the people there; at prefent he is come down to
Free Town, and intends ftaying till the rains are over.

I gave the book to governor Dawes, which you was pleafed
to fend, he kindly received it, and returns you many thanks
for it. He {till thinks, and we agree with him, that it will be
moft prudent to defer building our meeting, till once peace fhall
have taken place, (which we pray God, may be foon.) We
have preferved the writings of it you fent, and intend, when

. “the

* # When Efquire Whitbread heatd of Mr. Rippon’s endeavour to pro-
cure a quantity of clothes for the chriffian negroes, at Sierra Leone,
who had lately been plundered by fome of the French; he fent to Mr. R.
a twenty pound bank note, ¢ towards furnithing the wardrobe’ of thefe
diftrefled creatures; wifhing it to be laid out for fhirts and thifts—it was
accordingly done. The letter of thanks for this generofity, mentioned
above, was duly written at Sierra Leone, figned with the name of each
man and woman, who fhared in the diftribution. The fight of this letter
would furel{mha-ve iven the benevolent Whitbread great pleafure, but it
came to the hands of Mr. R. a few hours after Mr. Whitbread died.

Ava. 1796. Ff EDITOR.
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the time fhall come, to build it on the fame fpot, on which
the prefent meeting ftands.

The two miffionaries have preached frequently with as,
much to our fatisfaion, and I truit to our edification like-
wife—they have not had opportunity for examining yet into
our experiences, being fo much taken up with their own bufi-
nefs, in which they feem to engage with becoming fpirit—
they have been no expence to any of us,

We have appointed the afternoon of the firft Tuefday of
the month, to be kept as a meeting of prayer for the fuccefs
of the Gofpel in all the churches, amf Sor its fpread throughont
the whole earth. 'We had a day of fafting and prayer lately, on
account of the miffionaries, Meflrs. Rodway and Grigg—they
were both prefent—this was @ mof delightfal feafon—1I truft the
Divine Prefence was in the midft of us. .

We return you ten thoufand thanks for your good advices
~—May the Lord enable us to a&, and to walk in the way we
ought We have conftant remembrance of you and of our
dear brothers and fifters with you at the throne of grace
May the work of the Lord profper among you.—We beg your
prayers for us——yea we truft we have them O that the
Almighty would be pleafed to pour out more and more of his
Spirit may the wildernefs every where foon become as a
fruitful field—may men be blefled in our Jefus, and all the
ends of the earth {peedily call him blefled.

We have had two deaths, fince I laft wrote to you, Eu-
phemea Demps, whom I baptized about ten years ago in Ame-
rica, and one of my own children, Jane George, aged 12 years,
they both died very comfortably. I have colle¢ted many of
their dying fayings; Mr. Clark, the chaplain, would have in-
ferted them, but has not time at prefent—his leve to you, and
all your dear people—he preaches commonly once a week in
our meeting—we meet at an earlier hour than ufual on the
Lord’s day, and go all of us to his place of worfhip to hear
him—he intends writing to you by the firft opportunity. The
young men who came out as cathechifts with him are doing
well, much beloved by all——they keep -their fchool in our
meeting-houfe, and frequently attend with us.

We have had no addition of members fince I wrote to you.
laft—Mr. Macaulay’s compliments to you-~Governor Dawes is
coming home*—My wife is but poorly at prefent. All the reft
of my family, with myfelf, are well; for which we defire to
blefs God.

I remain your affetionate brother,

Davip GEORGE.

* The Governor is fafely arrived in England, and fpeaks refpeétfully
of Mcflrs. Rodway and Grigg. DITOR.
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Extrat of a Letter from Mr. CaREY to Mr. RirroN.

Mudnabatty, O&dober 4, 14995.
My very dear Brother, ? 7> 1195
I RECEIVED yours of May 31ft, 1794, and muft fay
it afforded me no fmall pleafure to receive that tefti-
mony of a fraternal love begun on earth, which I truft can
never, never end. One great glory of Chriftianity is the
communion of faints, which, though it may be obftructed,
yet, like a river, gathers a number of lefler fireams, and
thus accumulated flows into the fea. We have a river
named Atri, almoft as large as the Thames, near me, into
which a few years ago there fell an amazing rock, on the
borders of Boutan; and though many hundreds of people
were long employed to clear the old channel, it was
choaked up; dut this did not flop the River; it took another
courfe, formed a new channel far from the old one, but
in the fame dire&ion till it found the fea: this is a fact,
and you can apply ir. '
Your letter is full of queftions; te many of which
I cannot reply: a life-time is too fhort, perhaps, to invef-
tigate the mythology of the Hindoos. The current no-
tions are, that God created three perfons; thefe are wor-
thipped as deities: their names are Birmmha, Beethno,
and Seeb ; Birmmha was the creator, Beethno is the pre-
ferver, and Seeb will be the deftroyer of all. He is how-
ever the principal idol of the Hindoos, and is reprefented
with a fitrange obfcenity in all his temples, which are
very numerous. Beefhno has been incarnated nine times,
and is to be incarnated a tenth, to judge the world at its
deftrution; a corre& account of thefe incarnations may
be found in Somrerat’s Voyages, and there is a tranflation
of the Bhagvat Geeta, part of the Makabarut, one of the
moft popular of their Shafters, by Mr. #ilkins, whichis a
good one and tranflated from the Shanfcrit. I am inclined
to the opinion, that the Hindoos are in great part defcended
from the ten tribes who were led captive—for in tranf-
lating Exodus, and Leviticus, the Hindoos declared that
they a&t according to the bible, but that we do not:
there is an aftonithing fimilarity between the Mofaical
Inftitutions and the Hindoo Obfervances; and Brahma,
their great predeceflor, is not very different from Abraham.
This {ubje& I am inveftigating, and hope not to be un-
fuccefsful. It is wonderful to think, what a number of
Hebrew words are in conftant and common ufe. I know
it is faid, they are of Arabi; and Perfian extraction ; but
Ffa2 it



412 MR. CAREY'S LETTER TO MR. RIPPON.

it is amazing how they came into conftant and general
ufe (except a people fpeaking that language had been dif-
perfed about the country) more than the Bootan, or
Chinefe, whofe countries are nearer than Arabia by far,:
and border upon Bengal, which Perfia does not. }was
aftonithed to find that two thirds of the words in the He-
brew bible are familiar to Moonihi, a circumftance of ver?'
great ufe in tranflating the Old Teftament! Many will
fay that the number of Hebrew words in ufe among the
natives, inftead of being an evidence of their defcending
from the ten tribes, may as well be accounted for by the
invafion of the Moors, who were lords of the country
1100 years, and who fpoke many Perfian and Arabic words.
I am not ignorant of this, nor that, from this mixture
arofe the Hindoftanee tongue, but it muft be obferved
that Hindoftanee is fpoken by the Moors principally now,
and very few Hindoos {peak it; but thefe words are in
conftant ufe among the people who fpeak the Bengal
tongue, and appear too general to be derived from that
fource, confidering the antipathy between the two people.

I with T could tell you of !}(')uls converted to Chrift,
and walking in his ways. I fpeak to a large affembly
twice every Lord’s day, and have befides occafional oppor-
tunities of addreffing fmaller parties in the week; but
hitherto in a fruitlefs manner. They come to hear
fing not only then, but a} they go about the ftreet,

« O who befides can recover us,

¢¢ Except the Lord Jefus Chrift ¢
and they know fome things about the general tenor of the
Gofpel; but O that I could write to you of their conver-
fion. I find preaching a very pleafant work, and am
well underftood by all the better people, though the poor,
who fpeak provincial language, don’t underftand fo. well.
" But thefe difficulties are almoft gone; and we have now
Genefis, Exodus, Matthew, Mark, James, and part of
Leviticus, Luke, John, and the A&s of the Apofiles,
tranflated. But what is this, unlefs the {pirit of God pow-
erfully work among us. Well, his providence has brought
us here, and wonderfully fettled us, and his promifes ex-
prefsly aflure us, that he will work. Therefore we will
truft him, for he is faithful who hath promifed.

-And now, dear brother, adieu! Let my Chriftian love
be remembered to all the London minifters, and country
anes too of my-acquaintance, and to the churches.

Very affetionately yours,’
Wirriam CaRrey.






