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PART IL

_IT appears from the firft part of this narrative, which is an
abridgment of Mr. Trinder’s own manufcript, that he was deeply
led into the depravity of humax nature. At the fame time, all
his acquaintance well know that few men have been more regular
and uniform in their moral condu&, and in the exercife of
Chriftian prudence, meeknefs and charity. He firmly believed,
‘that ele&ion and redemption alone were not the &/l in all of a
finner’s {alvation, but that fandification, or perfonal holinefs,
is an eflential part of it—without which God himfelf .cannot fave
a finner. Hence he was as much concerned about the fpiritual
difpofition and frame of his mind, as he was for the fafety of his
ftate,  Of this his bofom friends, who yet furvive, are witnefles,
and fo are his private papers. His earlieft memorandums he
deftroyed ; but confidering the weaknefs of his recolletive pow-
ers, and that fometimes a paft thought is totally obliterated for
want of recording---which, haditheen preferved, might have been
reviewed with great benefit; he determined to return to his former
practice of keeping a diary, ¢ which praltice,” he fays, ¢ I have
reafon to lament, that I have difcontinued now for 28 or 29 years;”
for, fo long ago,  through, what I now think, a_fa/z modetty, I
committed my former records to the flames.” With thefe pre-
fatory fentiments he refumed the pleafant work, December 8,
1791, and feems to have continued it till 1794. His laft entry
is dated, ¢« Lord’s-day morning, April zo, 1794.” After ad-
miring the beauty of the morning, and making fome ftrittures
ou Eatter, he exultsin the refurreétion of our Lord, as enfuring a
glorious refurre@ion morn to all the faints; and then adds, << O
may the expetation of that day be the obje& of my ftrong and
conftant defire, and the fubje&t of iny pleafing and frequent con-
templation, that I may, with®the fweet finger of lfracl, exclaim
in full faith,

O glorious hour! O bleft abode!

1 {hall be near and like my God!
"And fleth and fin no more controul
The facred pleafures of the foul.

My feih fhall {lumber in the ground, -
Till the laft trumpet’s joyful found,

Then burft the chains with fweet furprife,
And in my Saviour’s image rife.”

From the fame volume many pleafing extraéts might be made,
but the remaining part of thisarticle muft be derived from other
materials,

Over the hiftory of the beft men in their denomination, many
of the Baptift churches {feem to have drawn a veil. The righteous
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bave perifbed, and no manlays it to hearr. From year to year the
focieties pafs without 2 fingle record. Can it be for want of
wifdom? Zsthere nst awife man among you # Or have thefe congre-
ations no mercies to celebrate? or have they any gratirude?—
owever, the church at Northampton, duly affeted with the
difpenfations of the Lord, and thankful to him for fuch an officer
as Mr. Trinder,- has done itfelf honotr by the following entry*,
in one of their church books. )
¢ This morning, Nov. 2, 1794, the church fuftained a'very
great lofs by the removal of an excellent member and officer,
Mr. Thomas Trinder, who entered into reft almolt as foon as
the Sabbath began. He was indeed a faithful man, who feared
God above many. - He was firft awakened when at {chool with
Mr. Samuel Wells, at Cheltenham, under an o¢cafional fermon
by the Rev. Mr. Madan, on John iii. 1.—¢. came to Northamp-
ton to be uther to Mr. Ryland, fehior, in May 1762; joined the
church Oftober 7, the fame year, being then a Pcedobaptift in
judgment. He removed to London in Dec. 1763, and was
difmifled to the Rev. Mr. Hitchin’s chureh, in White-Row, Spi-
talfields. He returned to Northampton in Otober 1765, when
he immediately was admitted to occafional communion, but was.
not atually re-admitted as a member in full ¢ommunion till
March 10, 1775, when he was re-difmiffed to this church from
Mr. Hitchins, by letter copied in the fécond volume of our
Records, page 218, 219.” He was married June 1, 1768, to
Mifs Martha Smith, who had for fome time kept a boarding
{chool for young ladies. This fituation in life they were both
qualified to fill beyond moft other perfons; and a great number
of their fcholars, many of whom were awakened while under
their ¢are, will have both their tutor and their governefs in
rateful remembrance as long asthey live. < He was chofen
eacon April 11, 1777, and difcharged that ofice with great fide-
lity, and increafing concern for the welfare of the church, which
he confulted continually in his life, and manifefted his regard to
it at his death, by a legacy of 150l. to be invefted in the public
funds, under the care of traftees; the annual income to be diftri-
buted among the poor members, or other perfons of the con-
gregation. He was fuily convinced of Believers* Baptifim, and
was baptized by our late paftor,” Dr.Ryland, * on June i, 1783.
Having, from his firft acquaintance with religion, a conviétion
that immerfion was the original mode of adminiftering that ordi-
nanee; {ome very ftrong affirmations of a Peedobaptift minifier
againft it, put him upon a careful examination of the fcripture
refpeting it, the refult of which was a conviion that the mode
he before preferred was effential to the right adminiftration of
the ordinance, and- alfo, that, contrary to his former opinion,

* What is given between inverted commas is taken from Northampton

church-boek, therett is derived from other quarters. Eprrok.
believers
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believers only are the proper fubje&s of it, and that infant bap-
tifm had no foundation in the feripture.” 7 ‘

Ina variety of trying fcenes, the honor of God and religion

appeared unlpeakably dear to him; nor is it eafy to calculate
what benefitaccrued to the people with whom he was condeéted,
by his inftramentality. Butthough little more than 54 years of
age at the time of his death, ¢¢ his health has for fome time been
gradually declining, while his fpirituality has been evidently
increafing.” .
. In Auguft 1791, he paid a vifit to Briftol, to Dr. Ryland,
but his recolleétion, and other faculties feemed greatly to fail,
as by an early old age. The laft day or two of his ftay at Brif-
tol he was much indifpofed, but got better after his return.
His friends however were foon alarmed by increafing fymptoms
of diforder. ¢ His illnes has been more fevere for about three
or four of the lat weeks of his life, though feldom attended with
pain, but apparently owing to fome inward obftrution or decay,
under which he difcovered much patience of hope, and compofed
refignation to the divine will.” ) .

His late pattor being informed that his deceafe was daily ex-
peéted, took a journey to Northampton once more to fee fo
valuable and faithful a friend, and found him very weak, but 2
little revived, and in the greateft ferenity of mind. He fpent
two Sabbaths with his friends, and was preparing to return to
Briftol, thinking it uncertain whether Mr. Trinder. might not
languith for weeks, On the Friday morning, he called on-the
good man before he went to the church-meeting,- found him
very feeble in body, but with his heart caring for the Ark of
God. He endeavoured to find Dr. Wats’s paraphrafe of pfalm
137, in his mifcellaneous thoughts. It was found for him, and he.
read it, and then repeated with a low voice, but with much
affetion, Brady and Tate’s verfification of the fame, laying a
peculiar emphafis on sweeT Zion, the words in one of the
lines. After this, he withed his friend Ryland to give his love
to the church, and faid, ¢ if fome of them would come” that
evening, ¢ and fing a hymn or two with him, it would be a
gratification.”—Accordingly, feveral members went to his
houfe ; ¢ two prayed,” and with a Jow voice fang a hymn or two.
Mr. Trinder joined and fang bafs with a {ironger voice, than
could have been expe@ted. ¢ He feemed afterwarcds pleafed and
refrethed, and was the next day (Saturday), as well as he had been
for ten days before, or nearly {o, but weak and languid.” At din-
ner he did not talk much, but appeared quite ferene and happy
in his foul. About tea time, “ he walked into the other room
and laid-down on his bed. In the evening,” about feven,
< when his fifter-in-law, Mrs. Wykes came in, fearing he might
take cold, fhe advifed him to get into bed, but his ftrength
failed, and his recolle&tion was foon gone. His clothes were
taken off, and he was helped into bed, but fell into 2 ftupor, a]nd
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lay almoft motionlefs, breathing hard, with now and thema cor,
vulfive movement, till he fell afleep in Jefus,” at midnight, about
five minutes after twelve o’clock. _

On the following Lord’s-day afternoon, November the gth
his funeral fermon was preached by Dr. Rylard; a brief fketch
of which, as it has not appeared in print, will no doubt be act
ceptable to the friends of the deceafed, and to others.

The text was Neh. vii. 2. For he was a faithful man, and feared
God absve many.

¢ Such was the charatter given by Nehemiah, either of his brother
Hanani, or of Hananiah the ruler of the palace : probably both
were nearly of the fame ftamp, and on thisaccount he gave them
charge over Jerufalem. Averfe asI have ever been to ftudied
panegyrics on deceafed perfons, and I hope {till more fo to all
flattery of the living, a fenfe of juftice conftrains me to fay, fuch
was the charaer of that worthy officer of this church, whofe re-
moval we now lament, and whofe lofs God alone can f:pply.

1 propofe firf?, To make fome remarks on the import of this
chara&er. :

¢1.) The fear of God is the nobleft endowment of man,—Men
who. have not the fear of God may fometimes be ufeful members
of fociety. Their ingenuity, valour, or learning, may be pro-
fitable to others. Though the fcriptures.teach us the total de-
spravity of man; they teach us aifo that Ged not only checks and
reftrains human wickednefs; but often employs bad men to do
much ratural good, and ‘makes them fubfervient to his church.
So Joab, Jehu, Cyrus, Lyfias, &c. Natural affe@iom, natural
pity (as in Pharaohs daughter), natnral gratitude ( Joath), natural
confcience, (Pilate), may render fome gracelefs perfons willing to.
ferve the godly on certain occafions.—Man is fo weak, and fo
cften nceds the help of others, that felfithnefs is fometimes obliged
to fet bounds to itfelt’; and even felf-intereft, pride and vain
glory, lead to fome aétions which prove beneficial to others. But
without a regard to God, there is nn moral good'in any of our
altions = nor is there any certain foundation for a uniform dif-
charge of our duty to our fellow-men. The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wifdom; not a flaviih, but a filial fear connedted
with love ; which is often put, (fpecially in the Qld Weftament,
for the whole of religion. .

{z.) The fear of God admits of differest degrees.  So Obadiah
feared the Lord from his yenth, and feared him.grearly ;. and.
this good man, in the text, feared God a@beve many. ‘There is
not only an internal differer.cc between good men and bad, but
between gcod men themfelves. Juftificatron is equally the pri-
vilege of all believers ; but as to fan@ification there may be a
difference. Here there is room for growth in all, and reafon for
fome to be humbled that they fall ihort of others. The greater the
degree of grace, the clearer the evidence of the truth of gmcl%

(32
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{3.) If we poflefs the fear of God in a_high degree, it will
make us eminently faithful.  Faithful to God; to our allegiance
and folemn engagements : that we may giveothers juft ideas of
him ; being careful to honor ard giority him.—Faithful to men;
punétual in all our dealings; faithful in difcharging the truft re-

ofed in us ; and in reproving fin, &c. .

(4.) The fear of God, and ftrict fidelity, are the beft qualifi-
cations for office, efpecially in a reiigious community.—Thefe
rendered Hanant and Hananiah fit to be fet in charge over Jeru-
falem, the hely city. The firt Deacons theve, under the New
Teftament, were men of alike flamp. See Ads vi. 3. alfo
2 Tim. 1. 2. :

May you, brethren, if you fhould be fcon, or afier a time,
called to look out for more officers, be enabled to find thefe qua-
lifications in thofe that fhall be elected. .

I propofe, fecondly, To make a more particular application of
the fubjeét, efpecially by way of improving the bereaving provi-
dence which has taken place among ‘you.

Learn, my beloved, how defirable it is to poflefs this charadter
yourfelves, 2nd to fear God eminently. Never let us enquire after
the leaft degree of grace, that we may be content with that, but
let us feek great grace 1o be upon us ajl.—If we fear God above
many, it will appear by {uch evidences as the following: We
fhall be concerned to live under an abiding fenfe of his prefence:
fet him always before us. We fhali manifeft an high regard to
his revealed wiil in all its parts, We fhall love every .word of
God, becaufe it is very pure; both law and gofpel; and fhall
readily perceive their connexion.—They who feared God under
the Old Teftament, were conitant in offering the appointed facrik
fices; we fhall cordially rely on the great facrifice of the Lamb
of God, now offered once for ail. He who fears God aright
dares not entertain any hope of acceptance with fo hely a Belng
but oa the ground of Chrift’s atonement.—At the fame time, he
will not confider fin as lefs cvil, or bbedience as lefs due unto
God, becaufe he is redeemed from the curie, and made zn heix
of eternal life. [1e¢ will account all God’s commandments con-
cerning all things to be right; and hate every falfe way.—He
who fears God above many, will be kepr from commen fins ; yea,
will' than the appearance of evil. See Neh. v. 15. Sodid
not I becaufe of the fear of God. ‘T'hefear of God will help us
againft temptations, and counterwork our felfith paffions. It
will excite attention to divine 6rdinances, let who will negleét
them ; will engage us to attend to relative duties; will lead us
to love the houfe of Ged, the caufe of God, and the minilters of
the gofpel ; and to care for the interefts of religion even at a
diftance. Our late, dear Friend, gave ample difcovery of this
difpofition both in his life, and at his death.—Laftly, Perfe&
freedom from fin will be their fweeteft idea of heaven. Thus
it appeared to be with him.

X 3 How
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How thankful thould we be to God for raifing up any perfous
among us of fuch a defcription, and for enabling them to main-
tain 4 confiftent chara&ter to the end, and for continuing them
fo long with us.~This is evidently the Lord’s doiog. For men,
in their natural ftate, have no fear of God before their eyes.
And fidelity is fo rare a virtue, that the greateft of all the kings
of Ifrael faid, A4 faithful man who can find? Ifaiah enguired
concerning Abraham, Who raifed up the rightesus man from the
Eaft, and called bim to bis foot, ¢, xlii. 2. And furely it is-
‘worth our while to trace the providence of God in bringing our .
late Friend from Gloucefterthire, where he was taken from a
family that had no connexion with the Diffenters.* Now when
Stephen, one of the firft Deacons of the primitive church, was
dead, devout men carried him to his burial, and rmade
great lamentation for him. And though our Brother was not
removed in fo violent and premature a manner, yet we
have reafon to mourn his lofs. When a perfon of this cha-
rafter is removed, we fhould keep in memory the benefit-we
have received from him, and let that give the greater weight to
his example.—At the fame time, we have reafon and encourage- .
ment to pray God to raife up others of.a like ftamp. Though you
know not where to find fuch, the Lord does, or he can make
thofe to become fuch who are now very different charafters.
Had you forefeen all the exigencies of this church many years
ago, before our good Friend came to town, or even for fome
time after he was in the church, you would rot have fufpefled
that he would have done half the good which God meant to do,
and now has done by him. The fame might have been faid of
his partner in life. ' '

Remember then; that God is able of thefe flones :to raife up
children to Abraham. I hope, if T live feven years longer, tu
vifit you, and to find fome men ufeful in this church that Ido not
now know are in the world, and others who at prefent are wholly
immerfed in the affairs of this life.

Let thofe who are already called and brought into the church,
fludy to be of confequence there; .not by contending. for -the
maftery, but by jmproving their talents, and by a readinefs to
be the fervants of all. There is no preparation for ufefulnefs like
great humility. O! pray for more grace ! I fear fome who have
been connelted with the church for years, who have lived three-
fifths of their time, or four-ffths, or even a larger proportion,
and have not done half the good this one mandid. ~But he can
now ferve you no more by his prayers and by his prefence, though
he has, infome refpedls, cared for you after his deceafe, and his
example, properly improved, may ftill profit us all.” "
" We conclude this account of our valuable Friend by obferv-
ing, That, in addition to his other benefaltions, he has left

* # Here Dr. Ryland gave the outlines of Mr. Trinder’s hiftory.
- “age-
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& a generous legacy” to the Baptift minifters of the North-
ampton affociation; and alfo about FOUR HUNDRED POUNDS
for-the encouragement of the Baptift Miffion among the
Heathen.

At the bottom of the monumental infcription on Mrs. Trin-
der, in the Meeting-houfe at Northampton, a copy of which
is given inthe 142 page of the former volume of the Regifter,
his friends have added five lines.

Thomas Trinder, the affeGtionate hufband of the above,
A valuable member of Society,
A pious, altive, and munificent Deacon of this church,
Entered the joy of his Lord, Nov. z, 1794 aged 54.

He was a faithful man, and feared God above many. Neh. vii. 2.

The Dunsrorp Family.
MR. JaBez DunsForp,
Late a Deacon of the Baptift Church at Tiverton.

_Dunsrorp is the name of a large family in Devonthire,
chiefly refident at-Tiverton, remarkable a long time for medio-
crity of ftation in the ufeful employments of life, general inte-
grity, and inoffenfivene(s of charaéter; the friends of religion
and virtue, and the fupporters of civil and religious liberty,
amidtt all the changes of times, in the revolation of feveral ages.

The firlt of this name is fuppofed to have come, in fome re-
mote period, from Normandy, but whether fo, and to have
given the name to a village town in Devonthire, or to have re-
ceived the name from that place (a few miles weft of Exeter),
is difficuit to difcover, and muft remain uncertain. .

The earlieft authentic information we have of any of this name
is from the little town of Bradainch, fituate between Collumpton
and Exon. Martin Dunsford, the firft of the family we can
trace, lived there about the year 1600; but in what bufinefs
or employ is now unknown ; it is probabie in hufbandry as a
farmer, or in the woollen trade. Four of his fons, viz. Martin,
Thomas, Robert, and Henry, emigrated to Tiverton, became
refident there, and thrived in different lines, as manufaturers
or artificers, fome time between the year 1630 and 1650.

Martin Dunsford, the eldeft, was a Thatcher, eftablifhed ina
good bufinefs, and comfortable dwelling of his own in Peter-
fireet; he underwent fome difficulties during the civil wars, from
the noble principles of civil and religious freedom he had adopted,
and which, by the toleration of the Protetorate government, he
enjoyed and made a proper ufe of ‘afierwards. He wasa firm
adherent to the dotrines, and among the firft fupporters of the

denomination and church, in Tiverton, called Particular Baptifis.
X 4 After
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After the reftoration of Charles II. and the a& of uniformity
had paffed, he fuffered much for his attachment to this feét, and
for attendance on their conventicles (as their affemblies for pub-
lic worfhip were then named). His houfehold goods were feveral
times fold at the market crofs, to pay the heavy penalties for
diffenting from the fervices of the eftablifhed charch ; and he
was confined a whole winter, with his brother Thomas, in the
common goal of Tiverton on the fame account, yet fteadily per-
fevered in fupporting what he judged to be truth, and the naturat
rights and liberty of confcience, for which he ok cheerfully
the {poiling of his goods, and perfonal reproach. Bat he out-
lived thofe impolitic, as well as perfecuting times, and rejoiced
much in the freedom afforded by the Revolation.

Thomas Dunsford, his brother, latterly an eminert Clothier in
Bampton-ftreet; Tiverton, endured fimilar difficulties and perfe-
cutions with equal fortitude and fuccefs. In the early part of
life he lived in the country, probably with his father, and then.
(as he defcribed himfelf), was employed to watch and keep the
cattle quiet by night, to prevent their difcovery and feizure by
the marauding parties of foldiers, in the civil commotions of the
time. He became afterwards a Carpenter, and laftly, a Clothier,
and was one of the firft manufalurers of ferges for Holland,
to which country he fent his only fon, to eftabliffy a mercantiie,
correfpondence. ~ Soon after he became totally blind, and fo
‘continued to the end of his life, sbout fiftcen years. He was
much efteemcd as an honeft, judicious, and highiy refpeétable
chara&ter in common life; apd his advice and counfel were much
fought by many families. He wias the firft Diffenter that was put
into the office of churchwarden in the large parifh of Tiverton,
(this was in the vear 1695 ;) and after a long extended life of
general ufefulnefs. to the public, his family, and friends, hedicd
1nthe vear 1719, the 85th year of his age, enlivened with the
hope of futare immortality. ’

Thomas Dunsford, his nephew, fon of the lat named Martin,
fucceeded his uncle in bufinefs, and inherited his virtues and
public {pirit. He was among the firft to welcome the Prince of
Orange, and went to Exon on purpofe when the Prince came
into that city. Much or his time was employed in prometing the
interefts of religion in gencral, and thut of the Baptift Church in
particular, for which he expended large fums, confidering his
ftation in life. Their prefent Meeting-houfe, in Newport-ftreet,
Tiverton, was chiefly built by his aid and influence, and during
the building, he had his own dwelling-houfe licenled, and ap-
propriated to the public religious fervices of that {e¢t; in which
he frequently officiated himielf as their teacher, without pay or
reward, except that internal fatisfaction he received in doing
good. His fervices to thefe interefts were extendud to other
places, particularly Kingfbridge, in concert with his brother fet-
tled there ; and he was much concerned to have his children

T ' ' " educated -
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gducated in like pious and virtuous difpofitions ; his bubmels
was profperous ; he placed all his children, that furvived him, im
refpetable lines of life, and died at the age of 70, in the yeaw
1736.

771'Warti:; Duynsford, his brother, was a fchoolmafter at Kaupf-
bridge, and miniiler of the Baptift congregation there. He was
an excellent writer, and taught the art of writing many yemms;
and expended much of a long life at Kingfbridge, in promaiti
the ‘doétrines and interefts of that fect of religion he had
and approved. -

Fohn Dunsford, a third brother, was fent by the fomily 2t =m
eariy time of life to North America, about the year 1680, 10 feck
a comfortable afylum from intolerance and peifecution. His
vifit to South-Carolina, before the fwamps were drained, amd
woods cleared, afforded but a bad profpe& of convenient refi-
dence, and his report on return was {o unfavourable, as to dif~
courage the emigration of any of his relations and friends; he
hecame a fchoolmafter afterwards at Bampton, Devon, and was

-much perfecuted there, and imprifoned for refufing to {ubderibe
the 39 articles of the church of Kngland; but {upported his claim,
to the rights of confcience under all the difficulties with whach
he was long opprefled.

Thomas Dunsfera, eldeft fon of the laft pamed Thomas, wasa
reputable Cutler many years, and lived in Fore-ftreet, Tivertom;
he alfo was firmly attached to the fame caufe for which his pre-
deceflors had {uftered, and fupported the interefts of the Bapuif
church with his fortune and inuence. He poffeffed a frie and
placid difpofition, and bore the painful diforder which fi
clofed his lifeat the age of 5z, with great patience and fortitade,
and the hope of a future more happy exiftence. He left ten
children, moft of whem were difperfed and fettled in different
parts ofthe county, and all retaining a generally ufeful and
inoffenfive charalter.

Martin Dunsford, his brother, fucceeded his father, Thomas, in
‘the woollen manufatture; he had a claffical education in the
private fchool of Mr. Jamcs Sampfon, the minifter of the Baptift
church, which was greatly improved by more ftudious enquiries,

* than the generality of tradefinen afford themfelves leifure to per-

fue. And having good natural talents, he acquired a {aperior
degree of kuowledge, penetration, and judgment. He was
remarkable for diligence, ingenuity, and difcretion, in managing
all the 2ffairs of butinels for himfelf and others; and yet more fo,
for his defire of knowledgze, and the love of wifdom ard virtee.

His carneft enquiries after truth led him to adopt, upon convie-

tion, the doétrine of adult baptiim by immertion, as pra&ifed by
the firlt difeiples of Ch.ift; but he difcarded the doctrives of

Calvin, the peculiar tenets of the Baptift chyrch in Tiverton.

The promoting the intereft of religion in the world by aéts of bene-

ficence and merey; the education of his children in knowledgg
an
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ard virtue ; benevolent attention to the welfare of all his fellow-
creatures; and the faithful difcharge of the common duties of his
flation, in public and private life, recommended and fecured
him almoft univerfal refpet. His dying hours were filled with
the leflons of wifdom to his family, and his death, at the age of 52,
in the year 1763, was much regretted by all his acquaintance,
friends, and relatives, a long train of whom attended his remains
to the grave ; over which, in the year 1783, a marble pillar was:
ere@®ed to his memory by his fon,

MartinBDunsford, Author of the Hiftorical Memoirs of Tiverton ¥,
publifhed in the year 1790; reprefented in the feveral Reviews
as an entertaining, wleful, and liberal performance, deferving the
thanks of all the inhabitants of Tiverton, where he now refides
in the mercantile line; as doth alfo his on'y brother, George
Dunsford, in the fame refpeftable bufinefs, with a numerous.
family growing up, it is hopeds to the imitatien of their virtuous
‘predeceflors. )

Many defcendants of the other branches of this family who
vame firlt from Bradninch, are alfo living with credit and repu-
ration in Tivertom, and feveral other places in the county of
Prevon, and elfewhere.

One {on only of the laft named Thomas Dunsford refides in
Tiverton, viz. John Dunsford, a Tinman, 2 conmnunicant of the
Baptift congregation there. His brother Martin Dunsford fuc-
ceeded his father in the cutlery bufinefs. Martin was fucceeded
 the fame bufinefs by his brother

Jaeez DonsForp,

lately deceafed, to whofe memory the remaining part of this
article is devoted.

Although he was defcended from pious parents who gave
him a religious education, yet he was a ftranger, many years,
to genuine, perfonal godlinefs. With a life free from grofs
mmmoralities, he had an heart averfe from vital experimental
religion—he laughed at it, and fcorned its patrons. In this
ftate he remained till he heard the venerable Mr. Henry Terry,
formerly paftor of the Baptift church at Tiverton, preach on
Eph. ii. 19 Now therefore ye are no more firangers and
Joreigners, but fellow-citizens with the faintsy and of the houfe-
bold of God. Under this fubjet he was convinced - of his
awful condition as a finner—of the glorious reality of religion
—and of the dignity and felicity of .good men. {\Tow he was
willing to learn of thofe whom he had defpifed. There

* A f{yllabus of this elaborate publication is given in the former
volume of the Regifter, p. 322. EpiTos.

was
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was nothing on earth he’ fo much. defired s an intereft in
Chrift, and conformity to his image. Havipg at length, by
prayer, reading the word, and attendance on an evangelical
miniftry, obtained fome humble fatisfaction as to his intereft
in the divine favour, he gave his experience to the church,
December 7, 1760, was baptized by Mr. Thomas Lewis,
the paftor of it, on the 11th, and received into communion
the 14th of the fame month. He was early encouraged te
take an ative part in the managing of the church affairs,
and on the death of his brother Martin was chofen deacon in
1779. Here hethone with an affeCtionate refpect to his paf-
‘tor—with zeal for the profperity of the church—and with
good-will to the whole brotherhood of man. Two things.
eminently diftinguithed him, 1ft. In the houfe of God no
hearer was more attentive and imprefled: He generally fhed
tears in the time of prayer or preaching,.and frequently an
abundance under both. The wonders of grace, the love of
Chrift, the joys of heaven, overwhelmed him. 2d. Atcharch-
meetings, and in the circles of his friends, he was fo eminently
a peace-maker, that if profeflers univerfally emulated his
example, Sion would bloom again, and refemble, as it ought
to do, the church above, .

"~ So amiable a creature, who loved the church with a pure
heart fervently, could not fail of being loved by the fucceffive
paftors, and by the people in general ; and much loved he was.
But he was more the property of the Lord than of his church.
And after feveral mementos of approaching diffolution, his
laft affliction came. In the early ftages of it, the good man’s
fky was clouded. He longed to fee his intereft in the blef-
fings of grace and glory—he earneftly prayed for the high
fatsfaltion. “ I have a hope,” fays he, « but I wifh to be
aflured of my intereft in Chrift.”” He did not long and pray-
invain. The Sun of Righteoufnefs arofe—his fky was a
ferene. He faid, I know not what a doubt is.”” With
great fatisfa®ion and confidence he added,  The Lord has
given me grace, and Le will give me glory—I have had rea-
fon to blefs (God for all my former affliGtions, and I fhall
tor this—I know that he is an everiafling friend— an ever-
lafting friend.”” This charater ‘gladdened his heart, and he
repeated it feveral times.

His fifter Elizabeth, who kept his houfe, and was alfo
a member of the church, after languithing a while, died juft
one month before him. She-expired almoft fuddenly.as they
were fitting at dinner. He felt himfelf thankful for her releafe,
faying, “I blefs God that fhe is taken firft, nothing would
have diftrefled me fo much as leaving her behind me.” I

n
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In the clofing part of his affliCtion the covenant of gr.ea
afforded him grest confolation, and he derived his chief fup~

rt from it in his laft moments. Hence his pattor, the
g)ev. Mr. Daniel Sprague, preached a funeral fermon the
Lord’s-day after he was in erred, from lfaiah lv. 3. fncline
your ear, and.come unto me; bear, and your foul fhall live;
ana I will make an everlafling covenant with you, even the
jure mercies of David. When the covenant of grace was
defined—the perpetuity of it was confidered— and the mercies
of it were particularifed ; viz. our eleCtion in Chrift ; the par-
don of 2ll fins ; the acceptance of our perfons ; the renovation
and fanchification of our natures; and the complete falvation
of our fouls; together with all things neceflary for us. in this
life, that thall moft promote the divinc giory and our good.
"The preacher then proceeded to fhew that God will give
thele bleflings to all who are convinced of their importance,
defirous of participating in them, and apply for them in the
way which he has appointéd. 'The numerous audience wers
then reméinded of the advantages of a relig on which afforded
fuch fupport to the deceafed in afflition, and in the near
views of eternity; and they were aHo exhorted immediately to
feek after the enjoyment of it.

Mr. Jabez Dunsford departed this life Aug. 2, 17935,
2ged 54.

Rev. MorcaN Epwarps, A, M. Pennfylvania.

THE account which is here fubmitted tq our readers of
this peculiar, but worthy nfan, is chiefly taken from a manu-
Jeript difcourfe, compofed, and obligingly communicated by
our invalyable friend the Rev. Dr. William Rogers, of the
Ugiverfity of Pennfylvania. The difcourfe was preached in
the Baptift church, at Philadelphia, Feb. 22, 1795, on 2Cor.
Vi. 8. By honor and diftonor, by evil repart and good report; as
dzceivers and yet true. -

The Doctor, after having pertinently illuftrated his text
from a view of the hiftory of the apoitles, and enquired into
the reafon of the different fcenes through whieh they pafizd,
betakes himfelf to the biography of the deceafed, with a care
‘¢ to avoid what might appear like embellithment, and” con-
fining himfelf % to a plain narrative of fals.”

« My highly efteemed friend and father, the Rev. Mr.
MorcaN EDWARDS requefted, as you have already been in-
formed, that thefc words fhould be preached from as foon as

convenient,
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convetient, after his deceafe. I prefume, he found them def-
criptive of what he met with, in the courfe of his miniftry.

« Honour, Mir. Edwirds certainly had, both in Europe and
America. The college and academy of Philadelphia, at a very
<early period, henoured him as a man of learning and a popular
preacher, with a diploma, conftituting him AMafler of Artsz
this wasfollowed by a degree ad eundem, in the year 176g, from
the college of Rhode Ifland, being the firft commencement
in that inftitution. In this feminary he held a Fellowfbip, and
filled it with reputation, till he voluntarily refigned it ift
178g; age and diftance having rendered him incapable of
attending the meetings of the corporation any longer.

« He alfo met with difbonour; but he complained not much
of this; as it was occafioned by his ftrong attachment to the
Royal Family of Great Britain, in the beginning of the Ame-
rican war, which fixed on him the name of a Tory: this L
thould have oniitted mentioning, had not the deceafed ex-
prefily enjoined it upon me. ~For any perfon to have been fo
marked out in thofe days was enough to bring on political
oppofition and deftruion of property: all of which took place
with refpet to Mr. Edwards, though he never harboured the
thought of doing the leaft injury to the United States by abet-
ting the caufe of our enemies.

< A good report our departed brother alfohad: the numerous
letters brought with him acrofs the Atlantic from the Rev.
Dr. Jobn Gill, and others, reported handfome things of himz
and 16 did, in return, the letters that went from America to
the then Parent Country. Ewvil reports alfo fell to his fhare; bus
moft of thefe were falfe reports, and therefore he gave credis
for them as a fpecies of perfecution: and even the. title of 2
Deceiver did not efcape him.  Often has he been told that he
was an Arminian, though he profefled to be a Calvinift; that
he was an Univerfalift in difguife, &c. yet, ho was true ta his
principles. Thefe may be feen in our confeffion of faith,
agreeing with that republifhed by the Baptift churches affem-~
bled at London, in the year 168g9. He feldom meddled with
the five polemical points ; but when he did, he always avaided
abufivelanguage. The charge of univerfalifm brought againft
him was not altogether groundlefs; for though he was not
an univerfalift himfelf, he profeffed a great regardfor many who,
were, and he would fometimes take their part againft violent
oppofers, in order to inculcate moderation. '

% Mr.Edwards was born in Trevethin parith, Monmoutbjbire,
in the Principality of Wales, on May 9, 1722, old ftyle; and,
bad his.grammar learning in the fame parith, at a vitlage called

~ Trofnant;
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“Frofnant: afterwards he vas placed in the Baptift feminary
at Briftol, in Old England, at the time the prefident’s chait
was filled by the Rev. Mr.Fofkett. He entered on the miniftry
in the fixteenth year of his age. After he had’ finifhed his
academical ftudies, he went to Boflen; in Lincolnfhire, where
he continued feveri years, preaching the gofpel to a fmalk
congregation in that town. Froth Boffon, he removed to
Cork, in Ireland, where he was ordained June ¥, 1757, and
refided nine years. From Cor# he returned to Great Britain,
and preached about twelve months at Rye, in Suffex.  While
at Rye, the Rev. Dr. Gill, and other London minifters, in
. puriuance of Letters which they received from THIS CHURCH;
{ Philadelphia,] urged him to pay you a vifit. He complied;
took his paflage for America, arrived here May 23, 1761, and
fhortly afterwards became your paftor;’ He had the overfight
of this church for many years; voluntarily refigned his office
when he found the caufe, which was fo near and dear to his
beart, finking under his hands; but continued preaching to.
the people till they obtained another minifter, the perfon whs
mow addreffes yoi, in the procuring of whom he was not
maltive.
- ¢ After this, Mr. Edwards purchafed aplantation in Newark;
Newcaftle-county, State of Delaware, and moved thither with
his family inthe year 1772; he continued preaching the word of
life and falvation in a number of vacant churches till the
¢ommencement of the American war. He then defifted and
semained filent till after the termination of our revolutionary
troubles, and a confequent reconciliation with this chorch:
ke then occafionally read leCtures in divinity in this city,
and other parts of Pennfylvania; alfo in New Jerfey, Dela-
ware, and in New England; but for very particular and
affeQing reafons could never be prevailed upon to refume the
facred charader of a minifter, »

« Qur worthy Friend departed this life, at Pencader, New-
caftle county, Delaware State, on Wednefday the 28th of
January laft, in the 73d year of his age, and was buried, agree-
able to his own defire, in the aifle of this meeting-houfe, with
his firft wife and their children; her maiden name was Mary
Nunn, originally of Cork, in Ireland, by whom he had feveral
children, all of whom are dead, excepting two fons, William
and Jothua: the firft, if alive, is a miiitary officer in the
Britiih fervice; the other is now prefent with us, paying this
Iaft public tribute of filial affeCtion to- the memory of a fond
aud pious parent! Mr. Edwards’s fecond wife was a Mrs.

Singleton;
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Singleton, of the State of Delaware, who is alfo dead, by
whom he had no iffue. '

« Several of Mr. Edwatd’s pieces have appeared in print;
namely, (1.) A farewell difcourfe delivered at the Baptift-
meeting in Rye, on Feb. 8, 1761,.0n A&s xx. 25, 26. This

. pafled through two editions, 8ve. (2.) A fermon preached in
the college of Philadelphia, at the ordination of the Rev.Samuel
Jones, A. B. [now D. D.] with a4 narrative of the manner,
in which the ordination was conducted, 8vo. (3.) The Cuttoms
of Primitive Churches, or a fet of Propofitions relative to the
Name, Materials, Conftitution, Power, Officers, Ordinances,
&c.ofa Church; towhich are added, their Proofs from Scripture;
and hiftorical narratives of the manner isi which moft of them
have been reduced to pra&ice, 4to. This book was intended
for the ‘minifters of the Philadelphian Aflociation, in hopes
they would have improved on the plan, fo that their joint
productions might have introduced a full and unexceptionable
treatife of church difcipline. (4.) A New Year’s Gift; a fermon
preached in this houfe, January 1, 1770, from thefe words,
This year thou fbalt die; which pafled through four editions.
What gave rife*:to this difcourfe will probably be recolle@ed

* It has often been faid, That when great men err, they err egre-
gioifly. So did Mr. Edwards in the inftance to which his biographer
here refers. Led by a mere foolith impulfe, dnd not by feripture, the
good man perfuaded himlelf, that he fhounld die on a certain day, and ac-
cordingly E{mulud his own funeral fermon—but the event did not anfwer to
the prediftion, ¢ He could not die for his life.”” Wifdom was learat from
folly, and many faid, ve save the fcripture to walk by ; a more fure word
than voices, new revelations, and impulfes, z0 whick we do well zo take
heed, as to a light that fhineth in a dark place. This was a teaching leffon.

The late excellent Mr. George Whitefield was in his early days under
a fimilar delufion. His wife was with child, he conjeGured that the would
bring forth a fon; fhe did—they called “his name [ohn; in all this there
was no harm ; but Mr. Whitefield believed, that the child was not enly
‘to be continued to him, but to be a preacher of the everlafting gofpel.
¢ Satan was permizted, fays he, to givé me fome wrong impreffions,
whereby, as I now find, I mifapplied feveral texts of feripture.”” About a week.
after the birth of the child, his father baptized him in the Tabernacle—
Thoufands went away big with ‘hopes, that the child would hereafter be
employed in the work of the miniftry ; and Mr. Whitefield as wuch fo a5
any of them; but litle John died when he was about four months old,
without being great in the fight of the Lord, as his father had promifed
himfelf. This miftake was over-ruled in mercy, and the great and good
man himfelf thus concludes the narrative of this affair, (letter 54vth, vol. 2,
of his works). * 1 hope what happened before his birth, and fince at his
«death, has taught me fuch leffons, as, if duly improved, may render his
miftaken parent more fober minded, more experienced in fatan’s devices,
and confequently, more ufeful in bis future labours to the church of God.’*
How proper that minifters and chriftians fhould learn from thefe inftances
10 avoi¢ all enthufiaBlic impulfes, and be concerned to put God's meaning
on Ged’s werg! . EpiToR.

fox
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far many years to come. (5.) Materials towards a Hiftory of
&B’aptii{s in Pennfylvania, both Britith and German, dif=
timguifbed into Firft-day —Keithian—Seventh-day--Tuncker
and Mennonift Baptifts, 12mo. 1770. (6.) Materials towards
a hiftory of the Baptifts in New Jerfey, diftinguithed into
Firft-ddy---Seventh-day---Tuncker and Rogerene Baptifts,
x2mo. 17g2. 'The motto of both volumes is, Lo! a people
that duwell alme, and fball not be reckoned among the nationss

.} A Treatife on the Millennium. (8.) A Treatife on the

ew Heaven and New Earth: this was reprinted in London.

(@) Res facra,a Tranflation from the Latin: the fubjet of this
prece is an enumeration of all the a&ts of public worthip
which the New Teftament ftyles offerings and facrifices;

- among which, giving money for religious ufes is one; and
therefore, according to Mr, Edwards’s opinion, is to be done
im the places of public worthip, and with equal devotien.

« Befides what he gave to his intimate friendsas tokens of
perfonal regard, he has left behind him 42 volumes of fermons,
1z fermons to a volume, all written in a large print hand:
alfo about a dozen volumes in quarto, on fpecial fubje&ts; in

- fome of which he was refpondent; and therefore they may not
contain his. own real fentiments: thefe, with many other
things, unite to fhew that he was no idler.

« He ufed to recommend it to minifters to write their fer-
mons at large, but not to read them in the pulpit; if they did;
ke advifed the preacher to write a large fair hand, and make .
himfelf {o much mafter of his fubjed, that a glance might take
in a who'e page. Being a goad claffic, and a man of refine-
ment, he was: vexed with fuch difcourfes from the pulpit as
deferved no attention, and much more to hear barbarifms ;
becaufe (as he uled to fay), « They were arguments either of
vanity or indolence, or both; for an American, with an
Englifh Grammar in his hand, a learned friend at his elbow,
and clofe application for fix months, might make himfelf maf-
ter of his mother tongue.” -

% The Baptift churches are much indebted to Mr. Edwards.
They will long remember the time and talents he devoted te
their beft interefts both in Europe and America, Very far
was he from being a felfith perfon ; when the arrears of his
falary, as paftor of this church, amounted to upwards of 372

- pounds, and he was putin poffeffion of a houfe by the church

3ill the principal and intereft thould be paid, he refigned the

- boufe, and relinquithed a great part of the debt, left the church
fhould be diftreiled.

« Thc
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+ & The College of Rhode-Ifland is alfo greatly beholden to
him for his vigorous exertions at home and abroad, in raifing
money for that inflitution, and for his, particular a&ivity in
procuring its Charter ; this he deemed the greateft fervice he
ever did for the honour of the Baptift name.—As one of its
firft sons * I cheerfully make this public teftimony of his
laudable and well-timed zeal. S .
“Inthe firft volume of his Materials, he propofed a plan for
uniting all the Baptifts on the Continent in one body politic,
by having the Affociation of Philadelphia (the centre) incor-
porated by charter, and by taking one delegate out of each
Aflociation into the corporation ; but finding this impraéti-
cable at that time, he vifited the churches from New Hamp-
fhire to Georgia, gathering materials towards the hiftory
of the whole. -Pérmit me to add; that this plan of union, as
yet, has not fucceeded:
¢ Mr. Edwards was the moving caufe of having the minutes
of the Philadelphia Affociation printed; which he could not
bring to bear for fome years ; and therefore, at his own, ex-
penfe, he printed tables, exhibiting the original and arinual
ftate of the affociating churches. ' .
¢ There was nothing uncommon in Mr: Edwards’s perfon ;
but he poflefled an original genius, By his travels in England,
Ireland, and America, commixing with 4ll forts of people,
and by clofe application to readihg, he had attained a remark~
able eafe of behaviour in company, and was furriithed ‘with
fomething pleafant or informing to fay on all occafions. His
Greek Teftament was his favourite companion, of which he
was acomplete mafter : his Hebrew Bible next ; but he was
not fo well verfed in the Hebrew as in the Greek ldnguage ;
however; he knew fo much of both as authorifed him to fay,
(as he often did), That the Greek and Hebrew aré the two
eyes of a minifter; and that tranflations are but commenta=
ries, becaufe they vary in fenfe as commentators do. He
preferred the ancient Britith verfion above any other verfion
that he had read ; obferving, That the idioms of the Welfh fit-
ted thofe of the Hebrew and Greek like hand and glove. Pei-
- haps, no other language correfponds fo well with them,
except the Armenian; of which L’Enfant and Beaufobre,
in the preface to their new French tranflation, fay, ¢ That
the Armenian Teftament is a literal verfion, without the alter-
ation of phrafes, or fupplements to help out the fenfe.’
* "The Rev. Do&tor William Rogers, to whom we are indebted for this

memoir, was one of the graduates, at the very firft commencement ia
Rhode Ifland College. ’

Jan. 1796, ¥ ' Our
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¢ Our aged and refpeGtable friend is gone the way of of all
the earth ; but he lived to a good old age, and with the utmoft
compofure clofed his eyes on all the things of time. Though
heis gone, this is not goné with him ; it remains with us,
T'hat the Baptift intereft was ever uppermoft with him, and
that he laboured more to promote it than to promote his own
‘and this he did, becaufe he believed it to be the intereft of
Chrift * above any in Chriftendom. His becoming a Baptift
was the effe€t of previous examination and conviction, hav-
ing been brought up in the Epifcopal Church, for which
church he retained a particular regard during his whole life.”

Rev. BEnNjamin BEppoMme, A. M. Bourton-or-the- Water,
Gloucefierbire.

His walk fo fteady, and his hope fo high,
He neither blufh'd to live, nor fear'd to die.

THE Rev. Benjamin Beddome of Bourton-on-the-Water,
lately deceafed, and the Rev. John Beddome of Briftol, hisfather,
are names which have given celebrity to the Beddome family,
through the chief part of this century, and derive refpe&ability
from a long line of defcentin the ages which are paft.

The maiden name of Mr. Benjamin Beddome’s mother was
Rachel Brandon. She was a daughter of Mr. Benjamin Bran-
dont, a filverfmith, who lived near the Royal Exchange,
London. ' :

The Brandon family was fuppofed to fpring, in Harry the
VIIIth’s time, from an illegitimate fon of Brandon, Duke of
Suffolk, whofe arms the family bore. Mrs. Brandon 1, the mo-
ther, or Mr. Brandon the father of Benjamin Brandon, and
great grandfather of Mr. Benjamin Beddome, had a married
fifter of the name of Spilfworth, efteemed a very gracious and
prudent woman, whofe hufband was a timber merchant, and
left 2,100l to Rachel, the fifter of Benjamin Brandon. Ra-
chel’s firft hutband was a falefman, named Hudfon |}, at whofe

~ .death

* Sec his Materials, vol. 1. page iii. _ ‘

1 He married Mercy Necklefs, who was bornin 1673, and dielin 1726,

1 Sir ‘Fhomas Geary and old Mrs. Brandon, Mr. Benjamin Beddome's

mother's grandmother, were either brothers' or fifters' children; and
_Sir John Blunt, one of the Direttors of the South Sea Bubble, married
a fecond coufin of Mr. Benjamin Brandon, tbe grandfather of Mr. Ben-
Jamin Beddome.

I| Mr. Hudfon had a rich brother Peter Hudfon, owner of powder

mills, who left one fon that failed in the world. Mr Peter Hudl";n;t gave
: ortunes
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death fhe was poflefled of fix thoufand pounds. She afterwards
married Mr. Jofeph Cope¥, a lapidary, who cut Pitt’s Dia-
mond, purchafed by the King of France, for which he had a
10,000l. and the chips. Mors, Cope was left a widow, and,
by a fuit in Chancery which was intended to affect her jointure,
fhe was put to the expenfe of 1,500l though the verdit was
finally in her favor. = She died without iffue, at Hanham, near
Briftol, March 2, 1731; and being fond of her niece, Mifs
Rachel Brandon, whom fhe had brought up at a boarding
fchool at Nantwich, in Chefhire, the left moft of her fub-
ftance to this young lady, who afterwards became the wife of
the Rev. John Beddome of Briftol. )

This honoured man, fixty or feventy years ago, in the circle
of his friends, ufed to fpeak of two of his anceftors, it is thought
of the name of Barnet, in the civil wars. The father was
a colonel in King Charles’s army, the fona captain on the
oppofite fide. One day the father, either on horfeback or on
foot, met his fon at the head of his compaiy, and tranfported
with anger, caned him; upon which fome of ‘the foldiers were
going to fire, but the fon commanded them to forbear, inform-
ing them it was his father, who had a right to treat him fo,
if he pleafed.

Mr. John Beddome, of Briftol, was born in London; he was
called to the work of the miniftry by the church in Horfley
Down, Southwark, then under the paftoral care of the Rev.
Benjamin Keach, and afterwards of Dr. Gill.His difmiffion te
the church at Aulcefter, in Warwickfhire, is dated Sept. 19,
1697. On his removal into that country, he purchafed alarge
houfe at Henley-in-Arden, which had formerly been an Inn,
and fitted up one part of it for his refidence, and the other part
for aplace of worfhip. Here he continued, enjoying the affi~
tance of the Rev, Mr: Bernard Fofkett as co-pattor from 1711,
till 1719, when Mr, Fofkett removed to the Broad Mead
church, at Briftol. To the Pithay church in that city the

1
fortunes to his three children, .one of whom was wife to Dr. Berriman,
the well known author of 2 vols. of Sermons on the Gradual Revelation
ot the Gofpel, preached at Boyle's Leftures. Mr. Peter Huilfon had
alfo a fifter married to a Mr. Fuller, who had ﬁnﬁee children---Samuet,
a hofier, who would fajn have married Catharine 3randon, afterwards
wife to Mr. Ford---Ann, ‘married to Mr, Gonld, related to Sir Nathaniel
Gould---and Elizabeth, married to Mr. Weaver, a merchant, to each
of whom Mr. Peter Hudfon left 3000.

Il Mr. Jofeph Cope's firf wife was fifter to the Rev, Mr, Flavel of
Dartmouth, who dedicated his Token for Mourners to them, calling them
_his dearly beloved brother and fifter in the double tie of pature and
grace;---his fleth and his blcod. '

' Y2 providence
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ovidence of God called Rev. John Beddome in 1724, where
ﬁrc fucceeded the renowned puritan, Andrew Gifford, and
Emmanuel his fon, who did not long furvive his father.

Mr. Benjamin Beddome was born at Henley, January 23,
old ftyle, 1717, and was about feven years of age, when the
family removed to Briftol. In due time, having received an
education fuitable to thé profeflion, he was apprenticed to a
furgeon and apothecary. The wit and vivacity which, ina
meafure, continued with him to the end of his days, accom-
panied_his juvenile fteps into the public walks of life. We
have no veftiges atall of his early piety: onthe contrary, the
bent of his mind affeted and afllicted his parents feveral years—
but at laft divine mercy reached his heart. The date of it we
learn from an obfcure page which contains only thefe words,
in his own hand writing: < Mr. Ware, of Chetham, uncle,
I believe, to Coulfon Scottow, Efg. preached at the Pithay,
Briftol, Auguft 7, 1737, with which fermon I was, for the firft
time, deeply imprefled. ‘Text, Luke xv. 7. Likewife joy
Jball be in beaven over one finner that repenteth more than over
ninety and nine jufl perfons who need no repentance.  And are-
penting finner he now was. At his firft awakening he ufed to
be greatly affeted under the word. For though the winning
affeCtionate miniftry of his father had notefteGtually gained
his attention before; at this time he felt it in a moft impreffive
manner. That he might conceal his abundant tears in hear-
ing, he would fit behind in the gallery, where he was not
likely to be feen; alleging, when afked by his parents, why he
chofe fuch a place, That his profeffion fometimes obliged him
to come in late, or to go out early, neither of which had a
becoming appearance in a minifter’s fon.

‘T'o this penitential frame of mind lie indulged; and the lan-
guage of one of his Hymns appears to have been the dictate of
his heart;

Lord, let me weep for nought but fin,
And after none but thee;

And then [ would, O that I might,
A conftant weeper be!

In this condition his refource was conftant prayér, and, at
his leifure hours, reading the fcrigtures ;
He turn’d the facred volume o’er,
And fearch’d with care from page to page ;
Of threatnings found an ample ftore,
But nought that could his grief affwage.
Aflured, however, of the riches of the divine word, he
perfevered
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perfevered to read it, and perfeverance was crowned with fuc-
cefs-v-He was ready to exclaim,

*Tis done; and, with tranfporting joy,

I read the heaven infpired lines;

There Mercy {preads its brighteft beams,

And truth, with dazzling luftre, fhines.

Here’s heavenly food for hungry fouls,
And mines of gold to enrich the poor ;
Here’s healing balm for every wound,
A falve for every feftering fore*.

At the expiration of his apprenticefhip, he became a ftudent
under the care of his father’s bofom friend, the Rev. Mr. Fof-
kett of Briftol; after which he removed to London, and fi-
nifhed his ftudies in the Independent Academy. He appears
to have been baptized by the famous Mr. Samuel Wilfon, a
predeceflor of Mr. Booth, either at the latter end of Septem-
ber, or the very beginning of O&tober 1739, for, at a church
meeting of the Goodman’s-fields fociety, held Sep. 27,1739,
this minute was made; ¢ Agreed to receive Benjamin Bed-
dome of Briftol, upon his being baptized.”” His gift was tried
before the fame fociety, Jan. g, and Feb. 25, 1739, 40, but.
their records do not mention the time when they folemnly
called him to the work of the miniftry. _

After the death of Mr, Thomas Flower, fenior, paftor of
the church at Bourton, whofe fon, of the fame name, was
afterwards fettled at Unicorn-Yard, Liondon, Mr. Beddome
left the academy in London, and was invited to fupply the
Bourton friends. He went to them in July 1740, and hav-
ing given full proof of his abilities, and received many foli-
citations and calls to become their paftor, he accepted the
office, and was ordained September 23, 1743. Mr, Fofkett
gave the charge from 1 Tim. iv. 12. Let no man defpife thy,
youth +, and Dr. Jofeph Stennett preached to the people from
Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have the rille.over you, &c.
Mefirs. Haydon, Cook, and Fuller of Abingdon, prayed.
The ordination prayer was offered up by Mr. %ofkctt, with
laying on of the hands of the prefbyters. :

At Mr. Beddome’s fettlement he refided at Lower Slaugh-
ter, where he continued till September 25, 1749, when, pre-
paring for marriage, he removed to Bourton, a place of which

* Mr, Beddome's Hymn in Rippon's Selection, No. 430.

1 Mr. Foskett preached on the fame text three months before at the
ordination of Mr. Jones of Exon---Being in poffeffion of the outline of
the difcourfe, thould I ever live to print the hiftory of the Baptift church
in that city, among the hiftory of the churches ready for publication,
pebably a sketch of the fermon may be given withit. Epiror. h

e
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he feems to have been fond, as mafy be _fnferred from lines, over
which he Bas written, « Compofed about the year 1742,”

THE WISH

Lord, in my foul implant thy fear,

Let faith, and hope, and love be there;
Preferve me from prevailing vice, °
‘When fatan tempts, or lufts entice!
Of friendfhip’s fweets may I partake,
Nor be forfaken, nor forfake! -
Let mod’rate plenty crown my board,
And God for all be ftill ador’d!

Let the companion of my youth

Be one of innocence and truth;

Let modeft charms adorn her face,
And give her thy fuperior Erace;

By heavenly art firft make her thine,
"Then make her willing to be mine!
My dwelling place let Bourton be,
There let me live, and live to thee!

On December 21, 1749, New-ftyle, he was mawied ta
Mifs Elizabeth Bofwell, one of the daughters of Mr. Richard
Bofwell, of Bourton, who was an honqurable member and
Deacon of the baptift church in that place*. The nuptials
were-celebrated at Hampnet. L

Mrs. Beddome was then but in the 18th year of her age,
for the wasborn in February 13, N. S. 1732 +. - His con-

o ' B : ‘nexion

*This good deacon’s grand-father Mr. Richard Bofwell, was a thop-
kecperat Bourton, and in thecivil wars was an officer in the Parliament’s
army; an original of orders fent to him from his fuperior officer, dated
January 1657, 3s in poffeffion of the family. This military man was fuc-
ceeded 1n the {iop by his fon Samuel, who married Mifs Dickenfon, fifter
Dr, Dickenfon, a minifter of the Eftablifhed Church, by whom he had
Richard Bofwell, the worthy deacon of Bourton church. = Richard's
wife had a grandmother called Truby, whofe maiden name was Dennis
Rook—It is thought fhe was firft coufin to old Mr. Rook, who lived
nedr Hooknorton, gmndfather to Mrs. Wilkins of Cirencefler. Our Mr.
Richard Bofwell died Aprilg, 1783, about 84 years of age. The Rev.
Mr. Wiikins preached athis interment from 1. Cor. xv. 57, and called
him the Father of the village, as wellas of the Chriftian Society to which
he helonged. : : : '

T In Mrs. Beddome good fenfe and good nature were crowned with
what the fcriptures denominate, Some good thing in the heart towards the:
Lord G;t:}g/,’ Ifrael. She was a perfonof firict piely ; fincerein her friend -
thips; affethionate in all her relations; fcarcely ever feen out of temper ;
and even in torturing pains, for her patience the admiration of all who
attended her. Tt hasbeen faid, that no one in the country was more ge
erally beloved; noone whofe death was more lamented. Her 'valuallz}e
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nexion with this amiable woman was not more gratifying to
himfelf, than his relation to the people was fatisfaltory to
them. They were pleafed and profited. But a threatening
illnefs, of fix weeks continuance, brought him to the margin
of the grave. Prayer was made by the church continually
unto God for him ; and the gift for which they wreftled was
granted: he confidergd his reftoration as an anfwer to their
importunate interceffions.

On his recovery he wrote a pathetic hymn; but fome time
after reviewing it, and confidering that this providence placed
him nearer the grave than he was before, he inferted thefe lines
on the fame page where he had before written his effufion of
gratitude for reftoration:

If I muft die, O let me die
Trufting in Jefu’s blood !

That blood which hathatonement made,
And reconciles to God.

If I'muft die, then let me die
In peace with all mankind,

And change thefe fleeting joys below,
For pleafares more refin’d. :

If I muft die, as die I muft,
Let {fome kind feraph come,

And bear me on his friendly wing
To my celeftial home !

Of Canaan’s land from Pifgah’s top
May I but have a view!

Though Jordan fhould o’erflow its banks,
Tll boldly venture through.

The danger in which fo valuable a life had been, endeared
the paftor to his flock more than before ; and their ear-
gpeft prayers and folicitude for his recovery increafingly en-
deared his flock to their paftor. He had not, however,
been long reftored to his people and his pulpit, before ano-
ther unexpeéted providence excited their fears, The
Rev. Mr. Samuel Wilfon, paftor of the largeft Particular
Baptift church then in London, finifhed his courfe. His
people at once fixed their eyes on Mr. Beddome, who had
formerly been in- communion_ wirh them, and was yet
deeply interefted in theiy warmeft regards. Befides affec~
tionate invitations, which met with repeated denials, the

life was fpared to her endezred family in the marriage flate 34 years.” Bat
a putrid fever, which proved faial tomany others 1n the village, termi-
nated her days on January 21, 1784. NMr, Wilkins preached a funeral
fgrmen on the occalion ta a crowded auditory, from 1. Thefll iv.13. 14

Y 4 church
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church in Goodman’s-fields employed the condefcenfion of
entreaty, and the force of argument-—and fo determined were
they to fecure their obje&t, that for awhile-they would
take no denial. Thus circumftanced, Mr. Beddome threw
himfelf ‘into the hands of his people, defirous of aing ac-
cording to their withes. They fent an abfolute refufal to
Tondon ; and he concluded the whole bufinefs in thefe words ;
“ If my people would have confented to my removal (though
I thould have had much to facrifice on account of the great
affeCtion Ibear them, yet) I fthould then have made no fcruple
in accepting of your call; but as they abfolutely refufe it, the
. will of the Lord bedone, I am determined I will not violently
rend myfelf from them; for I would rather honour God'in 3
{tation much inferior to'that in which he hath placed me, than
intrude myfelf into a higher without his direction.”

Theaffetion which the people at Bourton bore.to their
minifter, for his perfonal worth znd paftoral excellencies,
was far from being leflened by the regard whicli the bercaved
church'in London difcovered for him, A fear of lofing him
alfo < more firmly united the people togzther, and ftirred them
up to pay off a debt of near an hundred pounds, under which
they had long and heavily groaned.” i

T he labours of this good man among his charge were unre-
mitted and evangelical. He fed them with the fineft of the
wheat. No man inall his connexions wrote more fermons,
- nor compoled them with greater care-—and this was true of
him to the laft weeks of his life. In moft of his difcourfes the
application of a ftudent, and the ability of a divine were vifi-
ble. He frequently differed from the generality of preachers
by fomewhat ftriking either in his text or in his method. Ifthe
paflage were peculiar or abftrufe, fimplicity of interpretation,
and familiarity in difcuflion, charaterized the fermon: or if
his text were of the moft familiar clafs, he diftributed it with
novelty, difcufled it with genius, and feldom delivered a
hackneyed difcourfe. Indeed fermonizing was fo much his
forte, that at length when knowledge had received matu-
rity from years, and compoliition was familarized by habit,
He has been known, with a wonderful facility of the moment, -
to fketch his picture at the foat of the pulpit ftairs, to colour
it as he was alcending, and, withoug turning his eyes from
the canvas, in the fame hour, to give it all the finith of a maf-
ter, One inftance of this will long be remembered, which
happened at a minifter’s meeting at Fairford, in Glaucefter-
thire. After public fervice began, his natural timidity, it
feems, overcame his recollection—His text and his difcouric,

' ' o ' for
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fbr he did not preach by notes, had left him; and in the way
from the pew to the pulpit, he leaned his head over the
fhoulder of the Rev. Mr. Davis, paftor of the place, and faid,
Brother Davis, what muft I preach from ? Mr. Davis, thinking
he could not be at a lofs, anfwered, Afk no foolifh queftions.
"This afforded him confiderable relief. He turned immediately
to Titus iii. 9. Avoid faolifh quejiians.-—and‘preacheti a Te-
markably methodical, corre&t, and ufeful difcourfe on it.Nor
was he more remiarkable for illuftrating the divine word in
general, than for his appdfite quotation of its particular parts.
Being a good textuary, and admitting that {cripture is the beft
interpreter of fcripture, his proofs were given with an accu-
racy of feleftion, and received under the effe of an admir-
ing conviction. When he placed a paffage of fcripture by a
particular of his difcourfe, intelligent auditors faid, as David
concerning the fword of Goliath, “ There is none like ity
or equally fuitable through all the facred volume.
- In his preaching he laid Chrift at the bottom of religion as
the fupport of it, placed him at the top of ‘it as its glory, and
made him the centre of it, to unite all its parts, and to add
. beauty and vigour to the whole. As he carefully guarded his
people againft Arminian principles, fo he earneftly dehorted
them from countenancing Antinomian pra&ices, with every
fentiment which tended to leffen their fincere regard for the
law of God—maintaining, that, while itis the happinefs of
good men to be delivered from the law as a covenant of
works, it is their duty, and therefore their honour and intereft
to be fubject to it as a rule of walk andconverfation. Hewas
aflured, that the leaft contempt caft on the law tarnifhes the
gofpcl—tha; thofe who think lightly of fin cannot exalt the
aviour—that the fame word which afferts believers are dead
to the law, {oas neither to be diftreflingly afraid of it, nor to
place a fiducial dependence on it, does as exprefsly declare
that they are not without law to God, but under the law to
Chrift. " It was an axiom with him, that <« If moral weaknefs
and incapacity do not, certainly privileges cannot, leffen our
obligations to duty.” From this may be gathered, what
indeed was a' fact, that his difcourfes were an happy mix-
ture of the do&trimal, experimental, and practical parts of re-
ligion. '
gThou h his voice was low, his delivery was forcible and
demanded attention. He addrefled the hearts and conicience,
of his hearers. His inventive faculty was extraordinary, and
threw an endlefs variety into his public fervices. Nature,
providence and grace, had formed him for eminence in the.
shurch of Chrit, - ' ' :
R How
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 How acceptable his labours were to the churches, whenhe
could be prevailed on to vifit them, has long been known at
Abinglon, Briftol, London, and in‘the circle of the Mid-
land Aflociation.

It is not eafy to afcertain the exa& number of members in
1740, when Mr. Beddome went to Bourton, as the oldeft
church book is loft. In May 1743, when 48 perfons had
been added to the Society, they were in all 113—if then 15
perfons died in thefe three years, they muft have been about
80 communicants in the year 1740 ; but whether fewer or
© ‘more at that time, fuch was his fuccefs, that in 1751, they
were increafed to 180. The largenefs of fuch a number in
any church will be the occafion of a decreafe, unlefs confider-
able addditions are annually made ; but in May 1764, thirteen
years after the other calculation, notwithftanding deaths, and
other changes, the number had kept up to 176, and at the
clofe of the year 1766, there had been added to the church, from
the time' of Mr. Beddome’s firft coming, about 196 perfons.

One confiderable inftrument of his fuccefs may be learnt
from the letter he fent to the Affociation in 1754. Inthis, it
was faid, that the work of catechifing was kept up at Bourton
« with advantage to the children, and to many grown perfons
who attended thereon.” In conduding this fervice the people
were aftonithed at the words which proceeded out of his lips.
But his Catechifm will be the beft reprefentation of his method.
This is indeed a compendium of Divinity, As a larger Cate-
chifm than Mr. Keach’s had been greatly wanted among the
Baptift denomination, he was induced, by the prefling folicita-
tions of many of his friends, to compofe this work in imitation
of Mr. Henry’s. In his preface to the firft edition, printed in
1752, he laments the melancholy.-ftate of thofe churches and
families where catechifing is thrown afide—How much, many
of them, have degenerated from the faith, and others from the
practice of the gofpel.  The fecond edition of this invalua-
ble work was printed at Briftol in 1776, by the late excellent,
Dr. Evans, who highly prized ity and introduced it among
his numerous acquaintance+t. ' :
 As Mr. Beddome had a pleafing poetical talent, he aecufs
tomed himfelf, through the chief part of his life, to prepare a
Hymn to be fung after his morning fermon, every Lords-
Day, Several fpecimens of thefe compofitions have appeared,
with credit to their author, and are ufed in many of the Baptift
¢churches, as well as in fome other refpectable congregations.

It magd. beb::addof Mr. Button, London ; and of Mr. Jamgs, Briftol,
price 1s. éd. bound. : -
In
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In 1770, the Fellows of Providence College, Rhode Ifland,
conferred on him the degree of A.M. as a token of refpect
for his literary abilities ; nor was it the only oneto which he
was entitled.  Being a fcholar himfelf, and refiding in a2 more
fecluded fituntion than many of his brethren, he gave feveral
of his fons a claflical education at home. - .

Four or five perfons in his time were cilled to the work of
the miniftry by his church¥, in all of whom he had reafon to
rejoice. ) )

But it is not to be fuppofed that he was free from trials 3
Sorrows were mingled with his fongs in the houfe of his

- pilgrimage. Among the moft pungent, may be reckoned thofe
which arofe from the early deaths of his three fons, John, Ben-
jamin, and Fofkett. Jobhn was born January 7, 1750, and
died enjoying a very defirable frame of mind, February 4,
¥765. His brother %: ofkett, brought up in the medical line,
was drowned as he was coming from on board a thip near
Deptford, Oétober 28, 1784, in the 26th year of his age.
Benjamin was born O&ober 10, 1753. Trained as a pro-
feflional man, and availing himfelf of the wifdom which a
combination of circumftances'threw in his way ; his profpeits
at length became highly flattering,  He was mafter of the

* 1. The Rev. John Ryland, fenior A. M. baptized O&tober 2, 1741.
See a pretty full account of him in the funeral fermon preached at his .
interment by Mr. Rippou.

' 2.The Rev. Richard Haynes, of Burford, was baptized May 15, 1741.
His difmiffion letter to the church at Bradford, Wilts, in March 1750,
fays, ““ About three years ago, after proper trial of his gifts, we called
him’ to the important work of ithe miniftry.” * Mr. Haynes was a mi-
nifter of popular talents, and died at Bradford,- on T'uefday, May 17.
1768 : as he fat at dinner, he leaned his head on his bofom, gave three
fobs and expired at once. 'The day before he feemed as well as ufual.
In the laft year of his life 24 members were added to hisflock. But he

been fome time apprehenfive of his death, and requefted that Mr,

ugh Evans of Briftol, would preach on the occafion from 1 Tim. i 13,
chiefly the Tatter part of the verfe : Of whom { am chief. .
‘ 3. The Rev John Reynolds A. M. baptized June 10, 1743. Asketch
of his life was printed 1n No. 8, of the Regifter, page 41. - - ’

- 4 'I'he Rev. Nathaniel Rawlins, baptized March 24, 1750, was under

the care of the Rev. Hugh Evans in 1762, called to preach the gofpel,
and had a certificate of the fame given him at Bourton, January 14,
1765, and was difmifled to the church at Trowbridge the sth of Oétober,
the fame year. ' :

§. The Rev. Alexander Payne, a member of that branch of the church
which meets at Stow, was baptized ‘at Fairford, November 19, 17753,
preached once at the ufual church meeting, and was recommended
to Bewdley (and afierwards to Bengeworth), asa perfon ¢ whole life,
converfation, temper, and experience, entitled him to the regard of
any religious fociety,” with-whom he might be convefted. He is
now paitor of the Baptift church at Walgrave, in NotﬂmmptoLnfhn.re.

' . ' atin,
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Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, before he went from Bourton to
London, and afterwards obtained a knowledge of the French
and Italian. He was admitted a member of the medical fociety
at Edinburgh before the ufual time, and took his Doctor’s
degree at Leyden, September 13, 1777. His Thefis has
been much admired. It is entitled, Tentamen Philofophico-
medicum inaugurale de hominum varietatibus ct earum caufis.
This inaugural Philofophico-medical eflay, concerning the
varieties of men and their caufes, fills 52 handfome pages, in
oftavo, comprehending a vafk variety of matter, and forming,
what perhaps competent judges will denomiinate, an ac-
curate fyllabus of the fubje&.> If fihe talents, and{miling
connexions, could have detained him on earth he had not been
removed; butin all the bloom of full life, not having com-
pleted the 25th year of his age, he died at Edinburgh of
a putrid fever, January 4, 1778.

Mr. Beddome confidered it as fomewhat obfervable, that on
the very day his fon died, not fufpeing the news he fhould
veceive the next morning, nor indeed knowing of his illnefs,
he preached from Pfal. xxxi. 15. My times are in thy bhard,
after which this remarkable hymn, which he had compofed
for the fermon, was fung, ‘

: L
My times of forrow, and of joy,
" Great God, are in thy hand ;
My choiceft comforts come from thee,
"~ And go at thy command.

2.

Xf thou fhould’t take them all away,
Yet would I not repire ;

Before they were poflefs’d by me,
They were entirely thine.

Norwould I drog a murmuring word,
Tho’ the whole world were gone,
But feek enduring happinefs
In thee, and theg alone.

What is the worl%i with all it’s ftore ?
*Tis but a bitter-fweet ;

‘When I attempt to pluck the rofe
A pricking thorn I meet.

5.
Here perfe&t blifs can ne’er be found,
* The honey’s mix’d with gall ;
Midft changing fcenes and dying friends,
* ‘Be thox my all in all. ’
sv ot T T % Rippon’s Sele@ion, Hymn 256,
) Lo
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M. Beddome had alfo before Lord’s-day, the 4th of January,
made preparations for the enfuing Sabbath, January 1ith,
which was the day before he received the melancholy account of
his fon’s death, from Ezek. x. 12. The wheels were full of eyes
round about, Both of thefe fertnons were ftudied without any
particular view. When Mr. Beddome records thefe notable
things, he fays, « But alas! how much eafier is it to preach
than praétice. I will complain to God, but not of God. This
is undoubtedly the moft affeting lofs I have ever yet {uftained
in my family. Father of mercies let me fee the fmiles of thy
face, whilft [ feel the fmart of thy rod. Job xiv. 13. Thou dze

Sroyeft the baope of man.” .

Early, bright, tranfient, chafte as morning dew,
He {parkied, was exhal’d, and went to heaven. -

Mr. Beddome having for fome time felt his infirmities in-
creafing, the church, in 1777, began to look out for a perfon
to affift him in the miniftry, and obtained the Rev. William
Wi lkins of Cirencefter, who had been for fome time a {tudent
at Briftol, and finithed his education in Scotland. In theic
letter to the Affociation, held at Warwick, 1778, the church
fays, « The afliftant we have procured for our paftor is every
way acceptable both to him and us, and we hope the Lord has
blefled his labours.” But, though faft advancing in years,
Mr. Beddome perfevered in his paftoral duties.

The Affociation at Evefham in 1789 was the Jaft he ever
attended, or preached at---His firft fermon addrefled to this
body was at Leominfter in 1743. He preached to them.
17 times in 46 years; this, on an avejage, was as frequently
as he could have been chofen to the fervice---for it has long
been a rule in the Midland Affembly, that no perfon fhall be
chofen to preach at the Affociation oftener than once in
three yearss--But, perhaps, on examination it will appear, in
the inftance of Mr. Beddome, that this has not been always
ftricily ‘adhered to from the year 1740, and it feems there
was no fuch limitation at that time, '

From his laft vifit to the Affociation in 1789, to the end of
bis days, he fet apart for charitable defigns, and gave away, all
that he received from the people for his fervices. He was in
London to fee his children and friends in 1792, and preached
with the fame acceptance as ever. Though he had a multi-
tude of fermons which had never been preached, he kept on
compofing, and was lively in his miniftry to the very laft---
and it has been faid, that his difcourfes of late years have, after
all, been his beft; but towards the laft he generally deﬁrohyed

them
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them, on the Monday after he had preached them. For a cons
fiderable time he was carried to and from meeting, and preached
fitting.

In the near profpeéts of death he was calm and refigned.
It had been his earneft with not to be long laid afide from his
beloved work of preaching the gofpel, and his prayer was re-
markably anfwered, as he was ill but one Lord’s-day ; yea, he
was compofing a hymn about fix hours before he died. Thefe
are fome of the unfinithed lines of it:

God of my life, and of my choice,
Shall I no longer hear thy voice?

O let that fource of joy divine,
With rapture fill this heart of mine !
Thou openedit Jonah’s prifon doors,
Be pleas’d, O Lord, to open ours;
Then will we to the world proclaim
The various honors of thy name.

He had left a defire on paper, that no funeral difcourfe thould
be preached for him;but as this was not found till after his in<
terment, his affeGionate friend, the Rev. Benjamin Francis,
performed the funeral folemnities. His text on this folemn
occafion was Phil. i. 21.  To me to live is Chrift, and to diz is
gain. From which he confidered, fir/?, the excellent life, and
the gainful death of Paul. ' And then fecondly, applied the words
to the deceafed; not as at any time the vaunting language of
his lips; but as the humble and ardent defire of his devotional
heart. At the clofe of the fermon, the corpfe, which had been
in the place of worthip all the time of fervice, was interred in
the yard, near the meeting-houfe door; after whichy Mr. Fran-
cis, who remained in the pulpit, recommended to the very
nunerous audience a due improvement of the labours of this
great man of God, and infifted on the importance of being
prepared for death.

Mr, Beddome hdd arrived at the good old age of 79 years;
55.0f which he miniftered at Bourton. He departed this
life September 3, 1795. We believe he has not printed any
thing befide his Catechifin, mentioned above, and the Midland
Aflociation Letter in 1765. He has, however, left behind
him numerous fketches of fermons. From thefe manufcripts
a feletion might be made which would probably redound as
much 6 his credit, as to the advantage of the religious public.
But whether we are to be favored with this defirable publica-
tion or not, muft be left to his worthy fons, whofe wifdom,
difcretionyand public fpirit, leave us not entirely without hope.

The
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THEADYING CHRISTIAN BIDDING ADIEV TO THE WORLDf

Applicable to feveral eminent Minifters and private Chriftians
lately deceafed.

By Benjamin Francrs, AL M,

I’
YE obje&s of fenfe, and enjoyments of time,
‘Which oft have delighted my heart;
I foon fhall exchange you for views more fublime,
And joys that fhall never depart.

2.
Thou lord of the day, and thou queen of the night,
To me ye no longer are known:
1 foon fhall behold, with increafing delight,
A fun that fhall never go down. '

Ye wonderful orbs that aﬁoaisz mine eyes,
Your glories recede from my fight:

I foon fhall contemplate more beautiful fkies,
And ftars more tranfcendently bright.

4
Ye mountains and vallies, groves, rivers, and plains,
‘Thou earth, and thou ocean, adieu ! ‘
More permanent regions, where righteoufnefs reigns,
Prefent their bright hills to my view.

5
My lov’d habitation, and garden, adieu!
No longer my footfteps ye greet;
A manfion celeftial ftands full in my view,
And paradife welcomes my feet.

My weeping relations, my brethren and friends,
‘Whofe fouls are entwin’d with my own;
Adieu, for the prefent ! my fpirit afcends,
Where friendfhip immortal is known..

My cares and my labours, my7 ficknefs and pain,
And farrows are now at an end:

The fummit of blifs I fhall fpeedily gain,

The heights of perfeQion afcend.

8. The
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8.
“The fight of tranfgreflors fhall grieve me no mere;
>Midit foes I no longer abide:
My confli& with fin, and with finners is o’er;
‘With faints I fhall ever refide.

Thou vale of afliGtion my fogtﬁeps have trod,
With trembling, with grief; and with tears,
I joyfully quit fot the mountain of God;
’therg! there! its bright fummit appears.

10.
Np lurking temptation, defilement, nor fear,
Again fhall difquiet my breaft;
In Jefus’ fair image I foon fhall appear,
For ever ineffably bleft,

. 11,

My fabbaths below that have been my delight;
And thou the bleft volume divine,
Ye’ve guided my footfteps, like ftars during night,
Adieu ! my conductors benign.

12.
The fun that illumines the regions of light,
Now fhines on mine eyes from above:
But O! how tranfcendently glorious the fight!
My foul is all wonder and love.

13
Thou tottering feat of difeafe and of pain,
Adieu! my ditlolving abode:
But I fhall behold and poflefs thee again,
A beaptiful building of God.

14.
Come death : when thy cold hand my eyelids fhall clofe;
And lay my pale corpfe in the tomb ; _

My foul fhall enjoy an eternal repofe,

Above in my heavenly home.

15 )
But O! what a life, what a reft, what ajoy,
Shall I know when I’ve mounted above !
Praife! praife! thall my triumphing powers employ;
My Geod! I fhall burn with thy love.
6.
Come! come! my Redeemer, this moment releafe
The foul thou halt bought with thy blood,
And bid me afcend the fair regions of peace;
To feaft on the fmiles of my God,

THE
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COMMENCEMENT
AT
RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE:
ProviDENCE, Seprember 5, 1795,

ON Wednefday laft was celebrated, in the Baptift Meeting
houfe in this town, the anniverfary commencement of Rhog
ifland College.—Colonel Taylor’s company attended the ufual
proceflion, together with a band of mufic. After prayer by the
Prefident, fuccegded the following exercifes :

An Oration—On the Impolicy of Oppofing opinion by force—
the falutatory Addreffes; by John Smltfo
E. An intermediate Oration—On national Greatnefs; by Jofeph

aton.

An intermediate Oration—Shewing that Literature is the moft
permanent bafis of Felicity, by Charles O. Screven.

An Oration—On the general effefts of Luxury on Science, by
Ifaac Averel.

Mugic.—A difpute on this quettion, « Whether the love of
Fame is advantageous to Mankind #”” by John Lufcombe, Peleg
Chandler, and John A. Hazard.

An Oration—On Deifm, confidered 4s a ptelude to the univer-
fal Eftablifiment of Chriftianity, by Amos Hopkins.

An intermediate Oration—On Commerce, by Thomas
Screven:

An Oration—On the death of Stephen Torrey, by Stephen
Cutler.

Music.—An Oration—On the State of Literature in the
United Statés—by Gaius Dean.

An Oration—On the Immortality of Brutes—by Simeon
Marcy.

An Orauon-—-On the Progrefs of Sciénce—by James Gurney.

An intermediate Oration=—On the Origin and Evils of political
Oppreflion—by Jofeph W. Crofman,

AFTERNOON:

Muysic.—An intermediate Oration—On Faftion—by James
Gordon. -

A Differtation—On the Theatre—by Abicl Williams.

A Differtation, in Latin—~On War—by Ifaac Briggs.

An Oration—On the Advantages refulting from the Art of
Printing—by Oliver Wifwell.

Music.—An intermediate’ Oration—On the negeflity of fub-
ﬁhng the Paflions to Reafon-—-by Eraftus Larned.

/96. An
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An intermediate Oration—~On the advantages of Commerce,
by Samuel G, Arnold.

An intermediate Oration—On the advantages of Men of
Genius to Mankind, by Elifha Fik.

An Oration—On the Influence of Goverament on the Spirit
of Nations, by Andrew Morton.

Valediftory Addrefles, and an Oration—On Mental Improve-
ment, by William Baylies.

The degree of Bachelor of Arts was then conferred by the
Prefident on the following young Gentlemen, Alumni of the
College : Samuel G. Arnold, Iaac Averell, William Baylies,
Ifaac Briggs, Peleg Chandler, Jofeph W. Crofman, Stephen
Cutler, (§aius Dean, Jofeph Eaton, Elifha Fifk, James Gordon,
James Gurney, John A. Hazard, Amos Hopkins, Eraftus Larned,
John Lufcombe, Simeon Marcy, Andrew Morton, Charles O. -
Screven, Thomas Screven, John Smith, Afaph Thomfon, Ezekiel
Whitman, Abie] Williams, John Winflow, and Oliver Wifwell.

.'The degree of Mafter of Arts was then conferred on the fol-
lowing young gentlemen, Alumni of this College : William
Haunter, Obadiah Penniman, Richard Stites, Ebenezer Withington,
‘William Folwell, Bildad Barney, Levi Wheaton, George Patten,
Nathaniel Hazard, Joel Briggs, and James B. Mafon,

The honorary degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on Mr.
Ifaac Tomkins, of New-Bedford ; Mr. Eliphalet Nott, of Plain-
field ; and Mr. Thomas Dunn, of New-York.

. Mr. Andrew Beattie, of Harvard-College, was .admitted ad
eundem.

The degree of Do&tor of Laws was conferred on the Reverend
John Prince, of Salem, Maflachufetts,

The Reverend Doctor Stillman concluded with prayer.

In the forenoon the houfe was lefs crowded, on account of the
weather. In the afternoon it was full, and the exercifes of the

oung Gentlemen were received with applaufe, and refleéted
-l’mnour on the inftructors of the College.

The Corporation of the College, at their anniverfary Meeting
this week, elefted the Reverend Perez Fobes, L. L. D. a Fellow,
and the Reverend Charles Thompfon, a Truftee of the College.
‘They alfoappointed Dr. John Williams; Steward of the College,
and Mr. Timothy Briggs, Tutor elett.

au%
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THE
YORK AND LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION
OF PARTICULAR BAPTISTS,
Affembled at Bacup, in Lancafbire, May 27, 28, 1765,

. Wednefday, met at two in the afternoon. Brother Sutcliff, of
Olney, introduced divine worfhip by finging; explained the
defign of the affociation, and prayed. Brother Pilling, of Good-
Jhaw-chapel, preached from Pfal. cxxx. 5. Jwait for the Lord,
my Joul doth wait, and in bis word do I bops. And Brother Oddy, of
Haworth, concluded by prayet. . . ,
Met again at fix in the evening. Brother Sharp was chofen
moderator, and parcelled ouf a hymn. Brother Brigg, an approved
preacher in the charch at Salendine Nook, prayed. The letters
from the churches were read, and the moderator clofed by prayer.
Thar/day, met at half paft nine in the morning.—Brother Miller
opened the fervice, by finging and prayer. Brother Littlewood
preached from Mat. v. 20. .For I fay unte you, That except your
righteoufnefs fball eiceed the righteoufuefs, @{' Brother Hartley
alfo preached from Pfal. lxxxv. 10. Mergy and truth .ara met
together ; rigbtemé[mjﬁ and peace have kiffed each other. And the
fervice was clofed by Brother Sharp, with finging and prayer.
Met again at two in the afternoon: The circular Letter, pre-
pared by Brother Stutterd, On THE MOST LIKELY MEANS FOR
THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION, was read, approved, and ordered
to be printed. Tt fills 11 pages octavo. _
Agreed, that the next Aflociation, be held at Aecrington, on the
‘Wednefday and Thurfday in Whitfun-week, 1766. The Brethren’
Hyde, Athworth, and Fawcett, are requefted to preach; or, in cife
of failure, Brother Shuttleworth, Brother Miller, and Brother
Littlewood. Put up at the Black Bill, :
" That the circular Letter be drawn up by Brother Littlewood,
on the Evidence and Bleflednefs of the Lord’s Prefénce with his
People. Since the laft Aflociation, decreafed 6.

SUFFOLK anp NORFOLK ASSOCIATION; 179s.

THE wminifters and meflengers of the Affociated churches
met at Ipfwich, on Tuefday, June the 2d. Brother Hall begun
the worfhip of God by 2 Hymn which was fung; and after read-
ing the exxxii. Pfalm, and Brother Cole.had engaged in Prayer, he
gave a few introdu@ory hints expreflive of the defign and im-
!Frtance of Aflociations, Brother Hrupton was chofen Moderator.

he Baptift churches at Difs and Dereham, in Norfolk, the for-
mer under the Rev. Charles Farmery’s pafioral care, am}a the

z 2 . ter
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latter under the Rev. Robert Denham’s, were received as branch-
es of the Aflociation. The Letters from the different churches
gave caufe for fympathy and forrow ; but more for gratitude and
joy. It appeared that many valuable members-in the courle of
the year had been removed to the church triumphant, yet a
greater number had joinéd the refpe&ive Societies amongft us.
All the churches were in peace, and moft of them in a profperous
fituation. Brother Hall then produced the circular Letter, which
was read, approved, figned by the Moderator on behalf of the
Aflociation, -and it was ordered; that a copy of it be tran{mitted
to each church. The fubjet of it was, A waLkxinc with Gob,
AND WORTHY OF HIM, UNTO ALL WELL-PLEASING.

After finging, Brother Hall propofed a meeting of prayer,
in the affociated churches, on the firft Monday of every calendar -
month, for the peace and profperity of the nation; the fpread
and fuccefs of the Gofpel among thé heathen in diftant lands ; the
carrying on the work of converfion, and the revival of religion
in the aflociated chufches, and others around us. The motion
was cordially and unanimoufly agreed to, and the time fixed
on was feven o’clock in the evening in fammer, and fix in the
winter. This opportunity was concluded in prayer by Brother
Dawfon. '

June the 3d, worthip began at 10 o’clock. Brother Truelove
prayed. Brother Beard preached from the 16th of John, and the
4th verfe; and Mr. Jones, of Woodbridge, concluded. Met
again in the afternoon, at z o’clock. Brother Farmery prayed.
Brother Hupton preached from Eph. iii. 8. and Brother Trivett
eoncluded. The Evening- fervice commenced at half after fix.
Brother Hutchings prayed. Brother Denham preached fiom the
# Kings vi. 7. Brother Cratherne, of Dedham, concluded. The
praifes of God were fung as ufual. '

It was a very peaceful, pleafing, and profitable Affociation.
The next Meeting, God willing, to be held at Worftead, in
Norfolk. Brethren Hall and Hupton to preach; in cafe of failure,
Brother Farmery. T6 meet at Mr. Culley’s at 12 o’clock, the
firft Tuefday in Juue, 17g6.

STATB OF THE CHURCHES. .
Added Dead Separated Difmiffed  Members

1 Claxton 8 3 2 a
2 Worftead 7 10 a 1 156
3 Ipfwich 26 3 ] x 12§
4 Difs 9 4 i ° 83
% Dereham 6 1 I ° 33
56 21 5 2
Increafe 28.

BREVIATES
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BREVIATES OF THE
‘MIDLAND ASSOCIATI®N,
Which met at Bewdley, in Worcefierfbire, May 26 and 27, 1795.

Tuefday evening 6.

Brother Taylor, of Woelverhampton, prayed. Brother Mafon
was chofen Moderator: the Letters from the churches were read,
and the Moderator concluded the fervice with prayer.

Wednefday morning 6. :

Brethren Bolton and ]. Williams prayed: Brother Pearce read
the circular letter, which, being approved by the Affociation,
'was ordered to be printed.

Contributions were received from the churches for the eftab-
Jifhment of the Affociation fund, for the purpofes exprefledin the
laft year’s letter; and the follawing regulations were agreed to:

1: The double leGtures fhall be reduced to three annually, fo as,
with the Affociation, to conftitute quarterly meetings,

2. The paftors of the affociated churches, prefent at either of
the quarterly meetings, thall form a committee for the manage-
ment of the fund. ‘

3. All applications fhall be made to the committeg at one of
thefe quartérly meetings ; and when churches apply for affiftance,
they are requefted to be as particular as poffible in the reprefenta-
tign of their circumftances, )

4. No church fhall be entitled to affiftance from this fund that
doth not belong to the aflociation, and contribute fomething an-
nually to its fupport.

5. The treafurer’s accounts, and the minutes of the committee
meetings for the foregoing year, fhall be annually read to the
whole aflociation, for the information and fatisfacion of the af-
fifting churches:

6. Brother Pearce be eleCted treafurer:

Refalved alfo, That the monthly prayer meeting, for the re-
vival of religion abroad and at home, be continued, and ferioufly
obferved by all the churches. )

That the Miffion Society, formed by our brethren at Kettering,
is worthy the encouragement of all our fifter churches; and that
its fupport be particularly recommended to the churches of this
affociation. ' .

That Monday, the 6th of July, be obferved as a day of fafting
and prayer, on account of the diftrefles of our country, and the cir-
cumitances of religion among.us, ) )

Brother J. Smith concluded this fervice with prayer.

Met again at half pait ten. Brethren Palmer, of Salop, and
Smith, of Perfhore, prayed. Brother Biffel, of Cofely, preached
from 1 Tim. vi. 6. For godlinefs avith contentment is great gain. After
finging, Brother L. Butterworth preached from Pfal Ixviii. 18.
Thou baft afcended up om bigh, &c. and our venerable Brother
Thomas, of Leominfter, prayed and difmiffed the congregation.

' In

23
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In the evening met at fix. Brother Smith, of Colfely, prayed;
Brother T. Edmonds, of Upton, preached from Matt. viil.11,12.
And I fay unto yous, that many [hall comie from the eaft and weft, &c.
Brother Dawfon prayed, and difmiffed the affembly.

At the requeft of the brethren, Brother Palmer, of Salop,

reached the Thur{day morning, from Rom. 1. 16. Brother Smith
of Perfhore begun, and ‘Brother G. Williams, the paftor of the
church at Bewdley, ended the fervice by prayer.
State of the churches fince the laft Affociation.

Increafe. Decreafe.
By Baptifm -~ - 61{ By Letters of Difmiffion - ¥
By Letter - - - 'y} Exclufion - - - 20
Reftored - - 1 | Death - - - 20
69 47

Clear Increafe this year, 22.

The double le&ures to be obferved the year enfuing as follows :
1. Cannon-ftreet, Birmingham, Auguft 5, 1795,

2. Ryeford, near Rofs, September. 23, 17g5.

3. Evefham, April 1, 17g6.

The next Affociation to be held at Dudley, on Tuefday and
Wednefday in the Whitfun week. Brethren Smith, of Perfhore,
and Dawfon (now fupplying at Worcefter), to preach: in cafe of
failure, Brother Pearce of Birmingham. A wifh was exprefled
before the Aflociation clofed, that the elders and meflengers of
the aflociate churches would be in Dudley early enough the en-
fuing year, to have opportunity for fitting down together at the
table of the Lord ; and thus enter on the affairs of the Affociation,
with the moft animating pledge of Chriftian love,

*¢* Put up at the hotel.

A LIST OF THE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST MONTHLY MEETINGS

IN LONDON AND SOUTHWARK,
For the Year 1796.

Place. Time. To begin. To preach. To pray.
Mr. Dore’s Jan. 21}Booth Hutchings Stennett
Mr. Booth’s Feb. 2s{Hutchings Rippon Tim. Thomas
Mr. Button’s Mar. 24{Rippon Dore Booth :
Mr.Tim.Thomas’s|April 21|Dore Button Swain
Dr. Rippon’s May 19{Button Martin Dore
Mr. Swain’s June 23|Martin Booth Rippon
Wild Street July 21{Booth Tho. Thomas. [Martin
Mr. Martin’s Aug. 25/Tho. Thomas |Swain Hutchings
Mr. Burnfide’s  [Sept. 22{Swain Tim. Thomas {Button
Mr.Tho.Thomas’s|C&. 20{Tim. Thomas |Stennett Burnfide )
Mr. Hutchings’s {Nov. 24{Stennett Burnfide Tho. Thomas

Service to begin precifely at Eleven o’Clock.

The Minifter of the Place concludes.
MINUTES
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MINUTES OF THE THREE

PARTICULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS
In the Principality of WALES in the Year 1795.

I. THE SOUTH RAST ASSOCIATION.
At Croes y Park*, Glamorganfbire, 4th and sth of Fune.

Met Wednefday morning about ten. The Brethren J. Evans
and William Price prayed; then Brother James Lewis, of Llan-
wenarth, preached from Mat. xxiv. 14. in Welfh; and Brother
James Williams, of Rofs, in Englifh, from Mat. xxviii. zo. and
Brother J. Reynolds, in Welth, from Eph. ii. 8. He clofed the
whole in prayer. Adjourned about two hours for refrefhment.

Met again; Brother Morgan Evans prayed; then Brothey
%o,hn Jones of Ramoth, N. Wales, preached from Jer. xxxii. 40.

rother John Richard from Ifa. lv. 11. and Brother David Evans,
of Maes-y-berllan, from Phil. iii. 12. Thefe three in Welfh, and
the laft concluded in prayer. ,

Met Tbur/day morning, at nine. 'The Brethren W, Jenkins,
and David Powell prayed; the letters from the churches were
read, and minutes taken. It appeared, that out of twenty-
two churches in the connexion, there were four without any
addition laft year: peace and unity prevailing in the general.
The greateft numbers of additions to particular churches were
11, 13, 20, 29, 62—all the reft under ten.—Brother James Lewis
read the circular Letter, which was approved. Then the follow-
ing articles were confidered and agreed upon:

That Ebenezer, in Merthyr-tydfil, thould be permitted to
apply to the churches for affiftance towards defraying the ex.
penles of building their meeting-houfe. That the churches
fhould obferve the Wednefday month after the Affociation, asa day
of humiliation before God, on account of the frowning appear-
ances of Providence ; and return thanks for his great compaffions
hitherto. o

That the next Affociation be at Blaenau, Monmouththire, on
the firt Wednefday and Thurfday in June 1796. Brother David
Lewis to preach; and in cafe of failure, Brother Zecharias
‘Thomas. The letters to be read Wednefday afternoon.

JAMES LEWIS, Moderator,

Baptized - - - 226|Dead - - - - 43
Reftored - - - 23| Excluded - - - 24
Received by Letters 5 | Difmiffed .~ - - 3

254 : 70
Increafe 184.
* This place goes by feveral names, fee the Regifter, April 1793, p. 178.
Z4 The
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The circular letter fhews the excellency and perfeftion of the
divine word, whofe promifes and precepts fuit the believer in
every cafe; and then treats of the neceffity and importance of
felf-denial, and humility, of which Chrift gave the nobleft pattern.

II. THE SOUTH WEST ASSOCIATION,
At Aberduar, Carmarthenfbire, an the gth and 10th of June.

Met at twelve on Tuefday.  The Brethren Thomas Evans, of
Aberyftwyth, Evan Lloyd, and D. Evans, prayed. When the
Letters from the churches were read, it appeared, that, out of.
27 churches in the connexion, two had no increafe of numbers.
To ather individual churches were added 10, 13, 14, 22, 24, 29,
455 48, 66, 111, 198; all the reft under ten. The churches
generally in peace, and the profpe& in feveral yery promifing,
yet attended with complaints. In fome churches promifing

ifts for the miniftry appear, which is a very kind providence,
when the harveft is fo extenfive, and the faithful labourers fo very
few. Though wide and alarming breaches have been made by
the death of able minifters in England, through the three Affoci-
ations in the Principality, there had been but ane removed by
death before June, yet breaches had happened by emigration,
‘The only ordained minifter removed by death, before the Aflocia-
tion, was Mr.Thomas Henry, the co-paftor at Ebenezer, in Pem-
brokefhire*. But at the very time, an affeing providence took
“plage,  Brother Geo. Rees, in confequence of being appointed to
preach at the Affociation, began his journey. He preached at a
lace on the road, and was ag gfual, little expe@ing that to be
his laft fermon.” Buthe came on to Aberduar, and found himfelf
unwell, Itwasthought prudent for him notto attempt preaching.
He grew worfe, and died on the 13th. N .

Mr. George Rees began to preach about 1745. He exercifed
his talents in the church at Llangloffan with acceptance for
many years; yet, as there were already fenior minifters in the’
church, he was nat ordained there till 1758. ~‘That year, he and
two more were fet apart. About 1770, the church at Rhydwilim,
being deftitute of a paftor, applied to Mr. George Rees to help,
them in their deftitute ftate, which hé did occafionally. He was'
then wifhed to undertake the paftoral care of them. His own
church was not willing to give him up. In 1771, he engaged

-to preach and adminifter ordininces to them occafionzlly in
their then prefent fraits, fo which his own church confented, but
not to difmifs him.- Things continued thus till 1775, when
Llangloffan, which had other miniftérs, complied, and gave him an
honourable difmiffion. ‘That year he was fettled in the paftoral
care at Rhydwilim, where he ferved with acceptance and fuccefs.
It was his honor and felicity, before he left the ftage, to fhare in
the uncommon revival in thofe parts of late years. The additions

"% See Rezifter, £. 22 of this volume of the Regiﬁer._
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fo his ehurch for five years paft, ftand thus in the minutes of the

Affociations, 1790, 11—1791, 7—1792, 13—1793, 361704y
$0—1795, 48.—There was a peculiar cordiality and fidelity in
his friendthip. In his letter, dated May 1794, he gave the
names of the feveral helpers and probationers in the church, ac-
cording, to their feniority, as recorded in the new velume of the
Regifter, page 19. He fays, ¢“ We have great mercies, 8o added
fince our laft Affociation, and a profpe&t of more. I believe,”
{aid he, ¢ none have béen baptized at Rhydwilim but thofe who
grofeﬂ'ed to believe there are three Perfons in the Godhead, yet

ut one God: ‘and this has been oqur econfeflion from the firft
day to this hour*.”> He died the 13th of June 1795, aged.about
74> having been in the miniftry half a censury, or more.

The letters having been read at Aberduar, Brother Morgan Rees
]c'onlclq_dcd that opportunity in prayer. ~Adjourned to refreth a
1ttie. ' : ' ’

- Met again about four. Brother David Lewis prayed; then
Brother Benjamin Phillips preached from 1Cor. xii. 13, And
bave been all made to drink into one fpirit, ¢, and Brother J. Jones
from Col. 1, 18. 4nd be.is the bead, &c, He concluded in prayer,

Met at eight Wednefday morning. Brother' Morgan Evans
prayed; after that, Brother Z. Thomas read the circular letter,
which being approved of, the following articles were propofed,
and agreed upon: o

1. Thatthe churches meeting at Blaengwaun, Newport, Felin-
ganol, Ffynnon, Bwlch-gwynt, and Cwm-Ifar, be members of
our Affociation +. ' .

2. As to members who remove from one church to another, it
isjudged, that the churches, of which fuch perfons are members,
thould give them regular difmiffions without improper delay.

3. Ta exhort the churches to regard the circumftances of young:
men gifted for the miniftry, who are deficient in ufeful education,
but whafe circumftanices will not enable them to obtain what they
want; and alfo to confider how much they can do‘annually to affiff
fuch perfons. ’

" 4. Every church that duly confiders circumfiances, we are per-
{uaded, will ohferve the Wednefday month after ‘the affociation,
for humiliation'and thankigiving.

5. The next affociation to be at Rhydwilim, the 2d Wednef-
day and Thur{day in June 1795; the Brethren W.Williams, Miles
Edwards, and J. Jones to preach. The meflengers are defired
to meet on the Tuefday at two, ta read the Letters. Adjourned
for a fhort time, = o ‘

: HENRY DAVID, Moderator.
Met again at eleven. The brethren J, Edwards and Daniel

* This, he faid, probably, left it fhould bc fufpe@ed that the church at
Rhydwilim was any way inclined to $abelliani{m.
i 4 Thefe fix are new churches lately formed out of diftant branches of
ghurches, with mutual confent and approbatior on all hands,’
Davies
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Davies prayed; then Brother Gabriel Rees preached from 2 Peter
ili. 18. But grow in grace, &c. Brother Benjamin Davis in
Englith and Welth, from Pial. cxliv. 15. Happy is that people, &c.
Brother John Hier from Mat. xvi.18. 4nd [ fay unto thee, &c.
- Brother Henry David preached from 1Pet. i. xg. Bur awith the
cious blood, &c. And he concluded the affociation by prayer.
y went rejoicing towards their refpeftive homes, perfuaded
that God had been in the affembly. In the evening Brother
C. Evans preached from Mat. xiii. 45. and Brother D, Richard
from 2 'Tim. ii, 22.

Baptized - + - 656f{Dead - - - - 65

Reftored - - - 45fExclided - - - 62
Received by Letters ~ z | Difmiffed - - < 3

703 130
Increafe §73.

This circular Letter, after a friendly introdu@ory addrefs,
confifts 1. of Warnings, 2. of Exhortations, and 3. of Confolations.

III. TH® NORTH WALES ASSOCIATION,
At Horeb, Carnarvonfbire, on the z4th and 25th of Fune.

Met Wednefday morning. The Brethren William Roberts and
John Prichard prayed; then Brother J. Edwards preached
from Gal. v. 1. and Brother J. Jones from Phil. i. 6. clofed in
prayer by Brother R. Michael. Adjourned a fhort time.

Met about two. Brother Jofeph Richard prayed; and Brother
Thomas Jenes preached from z Cor. iv. 17. and Brother Chr.
Evans from Pfal. xlii. 7. and concluded by prayer.

Met again about fix. Brother Edmund Francis prayed; then
Brother D. Richard preached from 1Pet. iv. 18. and Brother
N. Lewis from Zeph. iii. 17, he alfo concluded by prayer. The
aflembly had reafon to believe that he who inhabiteth the praifes
of lirael was with them through the whole day. Adjourned ta
next morning. '

Met Zhur/day morning. After Brother Morris Griffiths prayed,
the Letters from the churches were read, which gave occafion for
joy; but there were peculiar caufes of grief and forrow.—
Two churches, Cefn and Horeb, were deprived of their paftors,
who had emigrated to America, which was not only a lofs to
themfelves, but to the other churches in North Wales. The
Brethren Jenkin David of Cefn, and John Williams of Horeb,
were acceptable minifters. The faithful labourers are few in
that country, when. it is confidered how very extenfive the har-
veft is. Neverihelefs, the Lord {feems to be raifing up more mi-
nifters for his own work. Two of the ten churches were without
increafe. The greateft additions to individual churehes were
17, 21, 23, the reft under ten. The following articlcs were

agreed upon:
& P 1. To
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1. To admit Brother Nicholas Lewis to apply to the churches,
and folicit their help in defraying the expenfe of building the
meeting-houfe at Rhos. '

2. To fet apart the Wednefday Month after the aflociation, to
faft and pray, on account of the various alarming calls thereto
in church and ftate,

3. The next Affociation to be at Glyn, on the laft Wednefday
and Thurfday in June 17¢6. The Brethren John Reynolds,
‘Timothy Thomas, and Chr, Evans, topreach. The whole con-
cluded in prayer by Brother Hugh Williams.

' CHR. EVANS, Moderator.

Baptized 85| Dead - 6 South Eaft 284
Reftored 1 | Excluded 23 I (o JSouth Wet 573
— | Difmiffed 14| “"*® )North 16

87 — —

41 Total increafe go3

Increafe 46.
N. B. In all the three Conventions there was finging at pro-
per intervals, intermixt with the whole. )

OBSERVATIONS.

1. Brother John Jones, of Ramoth, Meirionethfhire, hath hi-
therto annually attended the three affociations. In the fouth, this
year, he and others agreed, that the northern churches would
take a number of the fouth eaft circular letter, and thereby fpare -
printing one of their own ; but fend their Minutes to be inferted
in that letter; fo the printing of that was to be omitted till the
minutes came. Brother J. Jones having engaged to fend them by

ft without delay, wrote them out the very laft day of the meet-
ing at Horeb, and fent the Letter by one of the minifters who was
going by the poft-office. But by fome means the Letter mifcar-
ried, and was Joft. After long waiting, the circular Letter was
printed without thofe minutes. But Brother J. Jones wrote them
over again on purpofe for the Regifter. '
~ 2. For the faEe of conveniency, there was a little alteration
made at Aberduar regarding the time of meeting. It was
Tuefday and Wednefday, inftead of Wednefday and Thurfday.
The Brethren John Reynolds and Gab. Rees were appointed Jaft
year to preach at Horeb; but by .fome means the former was
prevented. Mr. Geo. Rees died before the time,

3. South Eaft, 22 churches; South Weft, 27; North 10, The
whole 59. There is one fince formed in the north, which ‘makes
6o in the three conventions. It is very rare for any church not
to fend a Letter and meffenger.  This year all the churches fent
Letters, but two fent no meflengers, on account of diftance.
25 fent three meflengers each; 8 fentone meflenger each, all the
teft two. Several years back, it was requefted of the churches
pot to fend lefs than two, nor mare than three meflengers.

' ' ' J. THOMAS.
o LIsT
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LIST

©F THE PRINCIPAL BOOKS LATELY PUBLISHED BY THE
BAPTISTS, INCLUDING A FEW OTHERS,

A.
ANONYMOUS.

*Phe Principles of Antipzdobaptifm, and the Praice of Female
Communion, completely confifient. In Anfwer to the Argu-
ments and Objections of Mr. Peter Edwards, in his Candid
Reafons: with Animadverfions on his Temper and Conda& in
that Publication, The Preface and Notes by James Dore.

To prove the fincerity of his converfion, he treated bis ade
verfaries with fcurrilous nick-names, banter, and abufe: a fpe-
eies of reafoning which feldom fucceeds in recommending a2 bad
taufe, and never confers credit on one that is good. ENcCye
cLoPxED. BRIT. vol. xvi.p. 137.

Sold by Button and Gurney, London. Price 1s. 6d.

: B,

) Rev. James Bicueno, Newbury.

A Word in Seafon; or, A Call to the Inhabitants of Great Britain,
to ftand prepared for the Confequences of the prefent War.
Written on the Faft Day, Feb. 25, 1795. 8vo. pp. 53. Price
1s. 6d. Parfons.

_ Rev. James Bicacs, Alcefter.

Hints for finding out of Truth: A fermon, delivered at Abingdon,
at a meeting of Minifters, September 9, 1795. Text, John
xviii. 38. What is truth? 8vo, pp. 32, price 6d. Sold by
Knott, London, and Heming, Alcefter.

' D -
Rev. GrorGgE Dvyer, B. A,
A Differtation on the Theory and Praftice of Benevolence.
: “ But "tis not that compaffion thould beftow
An unavailing tear on want or woe:
T.o! fairer order rifes from thy plan,
Befriending virtue, and adorning man,”
$0. pp. 106. Pricezs. Kearfley.

Rev. Joun Evans, A.“M. General Baptift, London.

A Sermon, preached at Worfhip-ftreet, Shoreditch, Oétober 18,
179¢, being a fincere Tribute of Refpe& to the Memory of
the Rev. Samuel Stennett, D. D. The Rev. Andrew Kippis,
D. D.-F. R. S. and A. §. and the Rev. Rice Harris, D. D.to
which are prefixed a few particulars of their lives and writings.

§vo, Pricg 1.~ : ' '

Js Revfo



LIsT OF BOOKS, 1793, sit

Rev. Joszpu Jenkins, D. D. London.

. A Defence of the Baptifts, againft the Afperfions and Mifrepreé.
{fentations of Mr. Peter Edwards, in his Book, entitled, ¢ Can-
did Reafons for renouncing the Principles of Antipzdobaptifin.”
InaSeries of Letters, Sold by Martin, Button, Knott, London
and Whitewood and Horfey, Portfmouth. Price 2s.

2, The Love of the Brethren proceeding from a Pérception of the
Love of God: A fermon occafioned by the Death of the Rev.
Samuel Stennett, D. D. who departed this life, Aug. 24, 1795,
Preached in Little Wild-ftreet, Lincoln’s-inn-Fields, Sept. 6.
1795. By Jofeph Jenkins, D. D. Together with the Addrefs
at the Interment, by Abraham Booth. Sold by Cadell, Dilly,
;nd the bookfellers mentioned under -the former Article.

rice is.

) Rev. Josgpu Kinenorn, Norwich. '

A Defence of Infant Baptifin, its beft Confutation ; being a Reply
to Mr. Peter Edwards’s candid Reafons for renouncing thé
Principles of Antipzdobaptifm, on his own Ground.

——Tu dum tua Navis in alto eft, -

Hoc age, ne mutata retrérfum te ferat Aura. Hon.
izmo. pp. §2. Price 6d.  Sold by Button, London; March-
and Annis, Norwich.

L. .
Rev. Samuer LoweLL, an Independent,*Woodbridge.
The Folly and\Evil Tendency of Superftition expofed : A fermon
-fuggefted by the late Confecration of Colours in various Parts
o ais Kingdom. Text, As xvii. 22. 1 perceive that in all
shings ye are too fuperfiitious.
Superftition is the amufement of children, the idol of idiots,
and the contempt of fenfible men. Robinfon

Sold by Conder, Knott, and Chapman, London; and by the

Auwthor, at Woodbridge. Price 1s.

M.
Missiox. »
Periodical Aécounts relative to the Baptift Society for propa-
gating the Gofpel among the Heathen---No. z, Price 1s. Sold
by Button and Thomas, London, and to be had of the Baptif
Minifters in moft of the principal towns in the kingdom.

R.
Rev. Wu. Ricrarps, M. A. Lynn.

A Review of the Memoirs of the Protectoral Houfe of Cromwell, &
the Rey. Mark Noble, F. 4. S. }o{ L. and E. Reftor of Barming,
in Kent, addrefied to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Sandwich, the
Patron of that Work, in which the. numerous errors of thofe
Memoirs are pointed out, and a great variety of interefting :a&l

ere
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there mifreprefented, are fet in a clear and true light, being
proper and very neceffary fupplement to that publication.

‘When truth or virtue an affront endures,
The affront is mine, my friend, and fhould be yours.

8vo. pp. 82. Sold by Cadell, London ; Marfhall, Lynn.

‘ Rev. Jouw Ryrann, D.D. Briftol.
3.CurisTian INsTRUCTIONS, Part L confifting chiefly of Ex:
traéts from the Old Teftament, hiftorical, doftrinal; and pro-
phetical—primarily defigned for the affiftance of MissioNa-
RIES aMONG THE HEaTHEN. 12mo. pp. 68. Price 4d.
¢éach, or 2§ for 7s. Sold by Button, London; ad James, Briftol:

‘The preface of this pleafing piece we here infert.

« THe following inftruftions were drawn up by one of the
Members of the Society for propagating the Gofpel among the
Heathen, which was formed at Kettering, O&. 2, 1792. And
being, in part, read at their Cemmittee-Meeting at Birming-
ham, Sept. 16, 1795, when two young Minifters were folemnly
fet apart for the African Miffion, the fociety voted, that a number
fhould be printed at their expenfe.

“ We earneftly wifh, that every people upon earth had the
whole Bible in their own language ; and think it will be highly
neceffary (as foon as it can be executed with fufficient accuracy),
to encourage the Miflionaries to attempt tranilating it into the
Ianguage of any country which they may vifit, where any con-
fiderable numbef®appear attentive to Chriftianity. But fo im-
portant a work mutt not be performed haftily. Mean while, if it

leafe God to give the leaft fuccefs to the labours of our Brethren;
1t was fuppofed it would be an advantage to them to have fome
hort {ketcﬁzs of feripture hiftory, and doétrine, ready drawn up
to their hands, Thefe they may be able foon to tranflate, and
fend them home to be printed in both languages, on oppofite
yages, long before they could have time to tranilate the Bible ;
or could be affured their fkill was fufficient to execute fo large ant
undertaking properly. -

¢« The defign of this little attempt, (which may be followed
by a larger extradt, chiefly from the New Teftament) was to give
only fuch an outline of the Old Teftament hiftory, as might fuffice
to itroduce the Law of Gop, illuftrate the fallen fate of man,
and {o pave the way for an explication of the method of falva-
tion, as revealed in the cosrEL of CRTIsT. .

¢ ‘Where perfons, brought up in heathenifm, have already
an intercourfe with our countrymen, and fome knowledge of our
language, thefe infiruttions may be put irto their hands in Eng-
lith. And perhaps fome may be of opinion, that it would not be
improper, or ufelefs, to diftribute them among the poor at home.
If fo, any profit arifing from. the fale, avould be devoted to the
Mifean

’ This
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¢ This little publication may alfo ferve to excite perfons of
fuperior talents, to prepare other fele® extralts, affeCtibnate
addrefes, or very plain dialogues, for the benefit of the heathen,
and of our own countrymen: for thick darknefs flill covers moft
of the earth: and even 1n this land of light, many are perifhing for
lack of knowledge. All, therefore, who know the truth as it is
in Jefus, fhould make it their ambition and delight, by every
means in their power, to be fellow-kelpers of the truth. Amen.”

2. CurrsTianz MiriTiZ Viaricuy ; or, a briefDiretory
for Evangelical Minifters, This little book of g6 pages (only
about three inches long, and two inches wide), contains
1. A Plan of Holy Living, extradted from Dr. Cotton Mather’s

excellent Treatife, entitled ¢ Manudu®io ad Minifterium.”

2. Short Extrafts from the Journal and Diary of the Rev.
David Brainerd.

3. Sixty Memorials for a godly Life, found among the private
Papers of that eminent Puritan Minifter, the Rev. John
Rogers, of Dedham, in Effex, written near 200 years ago.

4. Prefident Edwards’s Refolutions, extratted from his private
Writings, and inferted, in pars, by Dr. Hopkins, in his
Account of Mr. Edwards’s Life, prefixed to his 18 fermons,

5. A Quotation from Dr. Owen, on Spiritual-mindednefs. Sold
by Mr. Button, London; Mr. James, Briftol, Price 8d. gd.
1od. or 18, according to the binding.

Rev. Wirz1am Steapman, Broughton, Hants.
Hearing the Voice of God ; and the Safety of true Penitents in a
time of public Calamity—The fubftance of two fermoms
preached at Broughton, in Hampthire, Feb. 28, 1794, and.
Feb. 24, 1795. Price 1s. 6d.
Sold by Button and Thomas, in London; Fenley and Cattle in,
Briftol, and Horfey, at Portfea.

Rev.SamuEeL Stirtman, D. D. Bofton, Maflachufetts,
Thoughts on the French Revolution, a fermon, delivered Nov. zos
1794, being the Day of annual Thankfgiving, Text Matt.
xx1v. 6—8. And ye foall bear of wars and rumours of war : fee
2hat ye be uot troubled; for all thefs things muf come to pafs, but
the end is mot yet, Se. =
8vo. pp. 27. Sold by Manning and Loring, Bofton.

. Rev. Josern Swain, Walworth, near London.’
A Pocket Companion and Dire&ory for the Members of the Bap-
" tized Church at Walworth. .

Contents. Some of the leading Thoughts in 2 Thank{giving
Sermon—An Exhortation to Steadfaftnefs in the Faith. Onbro-
therly Love—Church Meetings—Experience; or, Fellowthip
Mestings—Prayer Meetings—Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper—

Thoughts
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Thoughts on Church Order---Proper Condu& in the World-<:
Relative Daties in a Time of ficknefa—Chriftian moderation——
Chriftian Contentment---Chriftian Security---Chiiftian pleafure---
Delight in God---A lift of Members’ names---z4mo. pp. 93. Is.
bound. Sold by the Author, and by Buttonand Guirney, London.

. : T. .
Rev. Dan TavLor, a Genetdl Baptift; London.

8. The Caufe of National Calamities, and the certain Means of pre-
wenting or removing thems a fermon on 1 Sam. xii..14, 15.
(Intended to have been preached on the z5th of Feb. 17953
the Day appointed for a General Faft; but not delivered on
that Day, - on Account of the Author’s Indifpofition.) 8vo.
pp- 8o. Price 1s.

2. The Confifient Chriftian, or Truth, Peéace, Holinefs, Unanimity,
Steadfaftnefs, and Zecl, recommended to all Profeffors of Chriftianity?
The fubftance of five fermons. The 2d Ed. correfted, with an
Appendix on Self-examination, 8vo. pp. 100. Price 1. 6d.

3. A gosd Minifter of Jefus Chrift; a fermon occafioned by the
Death of the Rev. Samuel Stennett, D, D. who died Auguft
24, 1795, in the 68th year of his age. 8vo. pp. 40. Price 6d.
Printed for the Author, No. 26, Mile End Koad. ~

. ~ Rev. HenrY ToLEr, Virginia. .

The faithful Minifter’s Work and Cou;/’e ;budrﬁud- and finifbed: being
the fubftance of two fermons occafioned by the Death of elder
Lewis Lunsrorbd, late of Nortbumberland, in the ftate of
Virginia, who départed this life in Effex, Oober 26, 1793,
about the 4oth year of his dge; the formei' was preached where
he died, and wis interred on Wedréfday the i3th---and the
latter at Kilmarnock Meeting-houie, in Lancafter, on Lord’s-
day, the 17th of November enfuing. To which are added, two
Elegies on the Death of Mr. Lunstord. 8vo. pp. 8o.

Rev. Danier Turner, M. A, Abingdon.

1. The gracious Prefence of God, the chicf Foy of bis People confi-
dered, in a fermon occafioned by the Death of the Rev. Samuel
Stennett, D. D, late paftor of the church of Chrift meeting in
Litde Wild-fireet, London, who died Auguft 24, 17g5. Text
Plalm xvi. 11. In thy Prefence is fulnefs of joy.

2. The Moniter 5 or, a friendly Addrefs to the people of Great
Britain, on the moft effeitual Means of Deliverance from our-na<
tional Calamities 5 particularly the prefent War, and of obtaining
alafiing and honsurable Peace. By Theophilus Senex. 8vo.

pp- 38, price 1s. Sold by Knott, London; Watts, Abingdon.
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ORDINATIONS, &
For the Yeais 1794 and 1795.

~ Rev. WiLrram Parn, of Ganilingay, Cambridgethire, after
having been with thé church which affembles there, nearly a year
and ten months, upon prgbation, was folemnly fet apart to the
Paftoral Office, on Tuefday, April 8, 1794. The Meeting
opened at ten o'clock. Thirteen or fourteen minifters were pre-
fent, "Mr.'Nichols, of Kimbolton, began in prayer. Mr. Ladfon,
of Needingworth, opened the work of the day, by a fhort, but
excellent vindication of the power and right of a church of Chrift
to choofe her own paftors, and by giving fome fuitable hints ref-

eting thie nature of ordination. He then requefted a narrative
of the fteps which the church had taken in.making choice of
Mr. Pain to be their paftor. 'This was delivered in a very affeél-
g mander by Mr. Nicholas Paine, a venerable Deacon of the
church, more than feventy years of age: in the flatement he gave
a. concife hiftory of the church fince their late paftor, the Rev.
Mr. Benjamin Morgan, left them. _

The members now recognized their choice of Mr. William
Pain, and he gave his principal reafons for accepting the chureh’s
call.: and having publicly fignified it by lifting up the right hand,
at, Mr. Ladfon’s requeft, lie delivered a confeflion of his faith,
Mr, Emery, of Little Stoughton, prayed the ordination prayer,
Mr. Edmonds, of Birmingham, Mr. Pain’s late paftor, delivered
a very faithful and folemn charge to him, from Jer. 1. 17. 7Thox
therefore gird up thy loins, and arife, and fpeak unio them all thar I
command thee: br nor difmayed at their faces, left I confound thee
before the. Mr. Grindon, of Sharnbrook, preached an affec-
tionate and honeft difcourfe to the church, from z'Theff. iii. part
of the 1ftverfe. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the
Lord may have free courfe, and be glorified. Mr. Mabbott, ot
Bigglefwade, concluded with prayer, and giving the ufual be-
nediction. '

Rev. Benjamin Evans, Suttan-in-the Elms, Leicefterfhirg,
(Extra&t.) My ordination was condulled as follows: Wednefday,
16th July, 1794, being fet apart for that purpofe, the affembly
met at half after ten: Mr. Blundel, of Arniby, prayed; Mr. Sut-
clift, of Olney, made an excellent introdution on the nature and
propriety of the fervice ; the Society then recognized their call,.
of which having given my acceptance, I delivered a confeflion of
the leading articles of my faith. Mr. Mills, of Sheepthead, im-
plored the divine blefling on the new rejation which the church,
and I had ‘then formed. Prayer was accompanied with laying

“Jani 1796, AR on
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on of hands, in which the other minifters joined. Dr. Rylind, of

" Briftol, delivered a very faithful, affeQionate, and judicious charge,
from Matth. ix. 38. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the barveft, &c.
-Mr. Grundy, of Lutterworth (an Independent minifter), prayed.
Mr.Fuller, of Xettering, addrefled the people from Pfaln Ixvii1.18.
Thou haft afcended on bigh, &e. and clofed in prayer. Singing
at the ufual intervals. In the evening, Mr. Cave, of Leicefter,
prayed. Mr. Pearce, of Birmingham, preached from John vi.
67, 68, and clofed in prayer. : .

Rev. TrHomas SowErBY was called to the work of the mi-
niftry by the church in Unicorn-Yard, Seuthwark, in the year
1788. And after having preached occafionally with good ac-
Ceptanee, at different places, he was invited in the beginning of
1794, to labour a few months with the infant Society, at Battle
Bridge, Iflington. Succefs attended his endeavours. Hence, on
the 1ft of O&ober following, the church affembled and re-
quefted the pafters, who were prefent on the occafion, pub-
Iicly to fet apart their miniftering brother to the paftoral office.
After 'Mr. John Penny, affiftant to Mr. Macgregor of Wool-
wich, had read a portion of feripture and prayed; Mr. Timothy
Thomas, of Devonthire-fquare, explained the nature of the bufi~
nefs then to be tranfalted, and propofed the common interroga-
tories to the church and to the minifter. Their anfwers were
highly fatisfaltory, but not more fo than Mr. Sowerby’s confeflion
of faith, which was admired while he read it; and competent
judges who have fince perufed it, fpeak of it in flattering terms,
Mr. Thomas Thomas, of Mill-Yard, gave the charge from Pfal.
cii.13. Z%ox fbalt arife, and have mercy ow Zion, for the time to favouy
ber, yea, the fet time is come. Mr. Upton, of Green Walk, ad-
drefled the church from zCor. xiil. 11. Be perfel, be of good
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, &c. In the courfe of the
{ervice, Mr. Freeman, of Woolwich, and Mr.Overington, of Clap-
ham, offered up prayer to God, and Hymns were fung from Bro-
ther Rippon’s {?:le&io.n. The fervice lafted about feur hours, and
was concluded by Brother Upton. '

Rev. Hucn Wi L1aus was appointed to the paftoral office
at Ebenczer-Chapel, Leeds, June z4th, 1795. The day being
fet apart for devotion, and feveral neighbouring minifters having
affembled on the occafion, Mr. Rowland, of Cold-Rowley, read
fuitable fcriptures and prayed: Mr. Afhworth, of Guilderfome,
further engaged in prayer : Mr. Crabtree, -of Bradford, preached
from 1. Tim. vi. 20. O Timothy keep that which is committed te
thy charge, and Mr. Langdon, of Leeds, preached from Math,
xi. 29. Learn of me,Se. ,

Rev. Josspn HoBs. The General Baptift church in Heavy-
fide-Lane, Chatham, affembled on April 30, 1795, between %;u;d xg
) v ‘clocks
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w'clock in the morning. Mr. Morris from Maidftone, began
with reading t Tim. iii chapter, and prayed a few minutes.
Mr. Dan Taylor, of London, then delivered an introduétory dif-
courfe and engaged in the general prayer. Mr. Auftin, of London,
propofed the ufual queftions to the ¢hurch, to Mr. Hobbs the
minifter, and three of the members who were to be ordained Dea-
cons, Mr. Dan Taylor offered up the ordination prayer, which
was attended with the impofition of hands on each of the perfons
ordained, gave the charge to the paftor from 1 Tim. iv. 16, and
concluded thefervice in prayer, about 2 o’clock.

Met againat three. Mr. Auftin prayed, Mr. Dan Taylor deli«
vered a chargeto the Deacons from 1 Tim,. iii. 13, prayed and
difmiffed the congregation. ’

Affembled again at half patt 6in the evening, Mr. Morris
engaéed in prayer. Mr. -Auftin addrefled the church from z
Thefl. iii. latter part of the 16 verfe. Tbe Lord be with you.
Mr. John Knott, paftor of the Particular Baptift church at Chat.
ham, concluded the worfhip.of the day by prayer. B

When Mr. Hobbs was introduced into this Society they wers
only nine communicants, incloding the old paftor, Mr. Samuel
Neal, fince deceafed. At the time of the ordination they were
thirty-one, and are now, (Jan. 1, 1796) increafed to ft;u't)_{-t,’om-Q

Rev. Henry Paics was ordained paftor of the particular
Baptift church meeting at Waddefdon-hill, Bucks, May 13,
1795. Mr. Clement, of Tring, began with prayer. 'Mr. Shar-
man, of Chenies, opened the bufinefs of the day ; received an
account of the leading Providences which brought on the con-
nexion ; and alfo Mr. Paice’s confeffion of faith.. Mr. Sleap, of
Chetham, prayed the ordination prayer. Mr. Pilley, of Luton,
delivered the charge from 1Tim. iv. 16. Mr. Wake, of Leighton,
Buzzard, preached the fermort from Heb. xiii. 17. Mr. Hunt, of .
Wartford, concluded in prayer. Suitable hymns were fung. A
full account of the formation of the charch at Wadde{don-hill is
drawn up, and will appear in the Regifter we hope in due time._

Rev. ——— Hovrwumzs (fubftance of a letter). Some of the
members of the old Baptift church at Wantage, Berks, thinking
themfelves juftified in withdrawing from the faid Society, er
themfelves into a feparate intereft. As there were a few inde-
" pendents who withed to join with them, the fociety for a time
aflumed no decided form, till at length it having pleafed God to:
convince the Pecedobaptifts of the propriety of believers Baptifm,
they formed themfelves into a regular Baptift church. At firfk
their worfhip was condu@ed by neighbouring minifters, and-
then by a young man from among themfelves. He removing,
. his place was filled by Mr. Holmes, a member of the Bapt%"k
church at Reading.  This good man being univerfally ap-
proved of by the congregation, was ordaimed by Mr. Dyer of

ARZ i Devizes,.



s _ ORPINATIONS, 1795.

'.i)e};izcs, and Mr. Lovegrove of Wallingford, July 7, 1798:.
The church confifts of J'gm~°mb°”‘ : : 7

‘Rev. Taomas HurcHines. OnThurfday, 23d July, 1795,
was ordained Mr. Thomas Hutchings as paftor, and Meflts. John -
Mcek, George Fell, anl Samuel Jackfon, as deacons of the
particular Baptift church-meeting, in Unicorn-yard, Southwark.
Mr. Hutchings had formerly been of the Pzdobaptift perfuafion,
and was for {ome time with a fmall people of that denomination in
Effex—DBeing requefted by one of them to fprinklea child, and as

. no publi¢ notice had for fome time been taken of fucha fervice,
it was thou_;%ht‘ that it would be very advifable for him to preach
upon the fubjeé&, to which he confented; but in contemplating
the text he had made choice of;- he was firft led to doubt of the
propriety of what is termed infant baptifm, and upona thorough
jnveftigation of the fubje& was led to abandon it, as unfounded
in the Scriptures of truth ; nor was he backward to avow his
conviction, although he knew it would fubje& him to inconveni-
encies that he then could not fee the extent of. A

“The good providence of God had, however, manifeftly de-
figned him, asan anfwer to the many importunate petitions that
had been put up to the Divine throne by the then deftitute church
in Unicorn-yard, for a paftor aftér his heart—as fince his fettle-
ment a manifeft revival and increafe in the congregation has
taken place, and nine perfons have been baptized and added to
the church, and ‘many appear to receive the word in the love of it.’
‘The ordination fervice was conduéled in the following manner.

The Rev. Mr. Sowerby formerly called into the miniftry by
this church, hut now pafter, of a charch of the fame order at Bat<
tlebridge, Iflington, began the fervice by reading 1 Tim. iii,
chapter, and prayer. - '

Mr. Jofeph Dermer’s account of the Lords providential dif-
penfations towards the church, and Mr. Hutchings’s confeffion
of faith were highly acceptable to™ the audience. Handg were
laid on the minifter and deacons, by the Rev. Do&or Stennett,
with his brethren Booth, Rippon, and Swain. Doétor Stennett,

rformed both the introduétory and ordination fervices, How
admirably he expatiated upon the nature, the order and the_
officers of the Gofpel Church; how ably he defended the prattice
of laying on of hards in fuch folemnities, as alfo with what facred
fervor he importuned the Divine Throne on the behalf of the
then ordained paftor and deacons, will not foan be forgotten
either by them, his brethren in the miniftry, the church he
then occafionally ferved, or the very numerous congregation
aflembled on the oecafion, '

Rev. Mr. Martin addrefled the minifter from 1 Cor. iv, 1.
Lst a may fo account of us as of the minifiers of Chriff. Rev. Mr.
Button prayed, after which Rev. Mr. Booth who was ‘to have
preached to the pegple remarked, That where wearinefs began,
T ' ‘ ' - devotion
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fleyotion generally ended ; and as the fervice had .been protracted
to fuch a length that it was not to be.—fup?ofcd the attention could
;:e kept up much longer, he fhould only read the text he. had
intended to infift upon, and make a few extemporaneous remarksin’
gonneltion with what had been already delivered. The text was
2 Thefl. iii. 16, Now the Lord of Peace bimfalf give you peace
alsvays by all means : the Lovd.be withysuall*, Rev. Mr. Timothy
‘Thomas clofed in prayer. '

Rev. Mr. Swain gave ous pertinent hymns between: the: dif-
ferent parts of the fervige, and the whole was condutbed wich
fo much folemnity that there was reafon. to adopt Jacobs ex-.
glamation—* Surely God was in this place I '

Rev. RoserT Hypz. Onthe 13th of Augnft 1795, theRev,
Robert Hyde was fettled fucceffor to the late Rev. Jothua Wood
as paftor of the church at Salendine-Nook. At the fame time four
deacons were ordained.. TheRev. John Fawcett gave the charge
from John v. 35. Heawas aburning and a frininglight. The Rev,
William Hartley preached to' the people from Heb. xiii. 17.
Riemember them that bawe the rule overyou. And the Rev. Charles
Bamford addreffed the. Deacons from. 1 Tim. iii. 13." Fer they
that bave ufed the ofice of a Deaconwell, purchafe to themfelves a good
degree, and great bgldnefs in the faith awhich isin Chriff Fefus.

" *Mr, Hyde was fent into the Miniftry by the churchat Coln, in
the year 1785, and for fome months was frequently employed in
fupplying the then vacant congregations at- Gifburn-foreft, and -
Cloughiold. He accepted the call of the people at the latter

place, where he fucceeded the Rev. Thomas Claytont in the pal-

toral office, being ordained on the 3d of May, 1787. ’

* The church heartily defirous of - hearing the charge intended by Mr.
Booth, requefted him to oblige them fo far as to deliver it to them on
the firt Lord%-day he could make it convenient, which he accordingly did,
"+ Thomas Clayton of Cloughfold; was the fon-of the Rev:Henry Clay«
$on, Mt. Wood's predeceilor at-Salendine-Nook. .

AN ACCOUNT. OF .

TWO MORAVIAN MISSIONARIES,
Who were defirqus of felling themfelves as:S/awes; that they
might have. ‘an. Opportunity of Preaghing Chrift to (ie

Negro Slaves..at St. Thomas,

TO THE REV. DR. RIPPON.
DEAR SIR, )

I fhall, now endeavour ta give you .as much information,
cancerning the fubject you propofe, as my acquaintance with
the Beethren’s affairs will peymit me to.do, o

n
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On examining the hiftory of our Miffions, in the Danifh.

Weft India Iflands, publifhed in Germany, in the year ¥777.

1 find the account of the firft beginning thus related :

A black fervant of a noble family at Copenhagen became
* acquainted with the fervants of Count Zinzendorf, during his
attendance at the coronation of Chriftian the VI King of
Denmark, in the year 1731. By the Count’s fervants, he
was led into the acquaintance of other Brethiren, efpecially
David Nitfchman, to whom he related, That often, when he
had been fitting alone on the fea fhoré in St. Thomas, he had ar-
dently wifhed to receive fome divine manifeftation of the truth,
and prayed God to give him a clear acquaintance with that
doé&rine, which the Chriftians indeed preached, but did not
live up to; adding that God had heard him, and brought him
in a very extraordinary manner to Copenhagen, where he wag
inftruéted in the Chriftian dotrines, baptized and called
Anthony:  Having given the Brethren a full account of the
miferable ftate of the poor Negroes in the Weft Indies, he
particularly lamented the fituation of his own fifter, who, with
him, had fervently defired to learn to know God, but was
entirely deprived of every opportunity for it, by being
flave. He faid, that fhe often prayed to God that he would
fend fome one to inftru&@ her, and that he was confident if
labourers could be fent, there were numbers of negroes who
would gladly embrace Chriftianity. — :

On hearing this, the Count withed to fend David Nitfchman
immediately to St. Thomas; but as that was not well pra&i-
cable, he re{;ted the circumftance to the Brethren at Herrnhutt,
on bis return; and having given the Negro, Autheny, an
invitation to follow him to Herrnhutt, he arrived, after fome
time, and related to the whole congregation aflembled in the
chapel, what he had told the Brethren at Copenhagen. He
added, That it would indeed be very difficult to inftru& the
flaves in Chriftianity, pirtly becaufe their flavery did not
leave them time for it, and partly on account of the oppofition
of the proprietors to fuch inftruétion. The beft way there-
fore to obtain this aim would be, for a teacher to become
himfelf a sLAvVE, that he might thus be always amang them,
and able to inftruct them without interruption.

The account, as given by Count Zinzendarf, had made fuch
an impreflion upon two fingle Brethren, Leéonhard Daber,
and Tobias Leupold, who were already wfeful and blefled affif-
tants in the labour, that they believed they were perfonally
called to help thefe people. They could not fleep the night
following, earneftly and continually meditating upon it.—

Byt
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But their diffidence, as to their own ability and ftrength, made
them hardly venture to fpeak ; and it was not, till fome time
- after, that Leonhard Dober communicated his fentiments te
his friend. Their 'unanimity in this affair appeared to them
aot the work of chance ; and after due coreideration, they made
their with known to the congregation, in a letter, dated
July a5, 1931, four days before the arrival of the Negro,
Anthony.. ‘The. terrible idea, which they afterwards heard
fuggefted By Anthony’s own declaration, concerning the ne+
ceflity of becoming flaves; did not in the leaft intimidate
them, or leffen their couragey and tho’, if they had known
the circumftances of the country aright, they would have foo
found this to be without foundation ; yet it does honor to their
fincerity of heart, that, notwithftanding this fuggeftion, which'
-they in fimplicity gave credit to, they were no lefs willing to
do and fuffer all things for Chrift’s fake. However, their
proje& was not confidered by many, befides Count Zinzendorf,
in aiy other point of view than 2s the well-meant {cheme of
two zealoufly pious young men. Some even oppofed it,
thinking they would be much more ufeful to the congregations
in Europe.  During the fpace of a whole year, dificulties
were reprefented to them, and many converfations took place
between them and their Brethren. They had alfo many
opportunities to fpeak of their intentions to the whole congre-
gation. However, the obftacles thrown in their way made
them yet more diligently examine their viewsy and turn with

all their hopes and fears folely unto the Lord. 1In a written -
declaration, given by Leonhard Dober to the congregation, he

fays:'« When I firft heard the account of the ftate of the
ppoor flaves, I thought, if only one brother would go with me,
Eow gladly would I ofter myfelf to be a flave; if, but I could
have an opportunity of telling my fellow-flaves fomething of
what I have experienced of our Saviour’s love in my heart ;
becaufe, I am fure that the word of the Crofs proves its divins
powet, efpecially in 2 low and humble ftate. I fubmit my
propofal to the congregation, having no other motive bug
this, that I think there are people in that Ifland who now

cannot believe in Jefus, becaufe they have never heard of
him.” Thus both declared that they would willingly become

SvrAvEs, if they_could gain but e foul for our Saviour.

Whoever du{y confiders the importance of the undertaking
will not wonder, either why the fervants-of the congregation
‘were fo cautious in accepting the offer, or why they at laft,
in prayer, fubmitted all their cafes to the Lord, that he might
fhew them his will by thelot. Leenhard Dober therefore was
‘ sonfirmed
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confirmed by the lot to fo to St. Theomas, but . Leupold wid
" not to go at prefent. In his ftead, David Nitlchman wil-
lingly accepted a call to accompany Dober to the place of his
deftination: - :

They fet outy Auguft 21, 1732.—~They found in Copen-
hagen but few who would at all liften to their proje¢t. Mrl
Von Plefs, one of the lords of the bedchamber, told them;
¢hat they could not become flaves, no white perfon according
%o law being admitted as fuch. They then propofed to

" weork at a trade for a livelihood, arid David Nitfchman; who
underftood carpenters work, thought he might fupport both
himfelf and his fellow-labourer by it. They were offered to
go thither as foldiers, but this they could not, and would not
accept. But the moft painful eircumftance to them was; that
the negro, .Anthony, whohad been the firft occafiort of their
miffion, was now altogether changed, and utterly averfe td
it. Evil minded people had perverted him, and he ufed 4
variety of means to diffuade the Brethren from going. How-
ever, he gave them aletter to his fifter. Amidftall this oppofi=
tion, their confidence in our Saviour; and the affurance that heé
.<alled them, fupported themalone. They fpent their time in
prayer, and waiting for his help, till at length, firft the court
ehaplains, Reus and Blum, and then the princefs Charlotté
Amelia, and fome of the eouncil, took their cafe to heart ; and
as no Danith Weft Indiaman would carry them out; they
procured them a paflage on board 2 Dutch fhip, the captain
of which took them as two mechanics with him, and they
arrived -in St. Thomas, December 13, 1732.

The fufferings of our brethren in the beginning of that
miffion were exceflively great; and the enemy of fouls fet
every engine-to work to deftroy God’s caufe among the ne-
groes, butin vain; many thoufands are now gathered around
the throne of the Lamb from that quarter, and about ten
thoufand in our connexion are at prefent belorging to his
church here on earth. May they, and we, all overcome by
his-blood !

With much regard, I remain,
Dear Sit;
Your very afeCionate Friend and Brother;
C. I. LATROBE.



( 353 )
ACCOUNTS

From Rev, Meflts. THomAs and CAREY;
Miffionarics in Bengal.

THE fecond Number of the periodical Accounts relative to
& Baptift miffion among the Heathen having juft made its ap-
pearance®*, we fhall lay before the public a general ftate of the
miflion ; not always indeed in the order of time, and withthe
fulnefs of detail which were neceffary in the Society’s putbli-
cation, but yet we hope minutely enough to gratify fuch
readers who conclude that a Baptift Regifter muft be culpabl
defective were it not to comprehend the fubftance of a B_apﬁi{
miffion. To thofe however who may think this fketch too
thort, we affeGtionately recommend No 2, of the Periodical
Accounts. :

"The former papers of our Brethrén, Thomas and Carey,
in No. g, of the Regifter, pages 141 to 176; conducted us to
the end of 1793, and the beginning of the year 1794.

The foliowing are extraéls of letters which were writtert
from March 10, 1794, to March 18, 1795, o

At the earlieft of thefe dates, Mr. Thomas had juft entered
his new houfe at Calcutta, intendingto do fomething in his
own profeffion: about the fame time Mr. Carey was prepar+
ing himfelf a dwelling at Deharta, and had taken land to
cu%tivate for the fupport of his family, on which aceount ke
and his fellow-labourer were fzparated about 40 miles, But
Mrs. U—— at Malda, being very ill through grief on ac=
eount of the death of her fon and his wife, who were drowned
in croffing Calcutta river in the night, Mr. Thomas wrote a
condoling letter to Mr. U.—— on the affecting providence

- which occafioned- the ficknefs of his mother, - faying, that on
hearing of her illnefs he had nearly fet off to Malda, but bufi-
nefs prevented. Mr. U—— replied, giving him an affec-
tionate invitation, with propofals to accommodate him at his
expenfe &c. .

Mr. Thomas accordingly went to fee him, and mingled his
tears with thofe of Mr. U——~ and his dear mother; and
« direCted her to get a word from Chrift, by preaching on
Cant. viii. 13, ang the Lord abundantly blefled the means,
the medicines, and the meeting.”

* 1t may be had of Mr Button, and Mr. Thomas Thomas, Londan,
and of the Baptift miaifters in moft of the principal towns in the
kingdom. .

JAN. 1796, B b Mr
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Mr. U—— had juft began to ereét two manufalories at
fome diftance north of Malda, but without knowing of any
pérfons to fuperintend them. During this vifit, he propofed,
that Mr. Thomas, who had no other defign than to return

- to Calcutta, thould take the overfight of one of thefe manu-
factoriesy and Mr. Carey the other. They have joyfullyac-
ceded to the propefal, as the fituation leaves them entirely at
leifure from November till June to purfue their ufual la-
bors—affords them great opportunities of communicating
knowledge by fchools, and ftated inftruions——provides
anample fupply for their wants—gives them concerns with
hundreds of the natives, and puts each of them ¢ in a ftate
of dire® or indire& influence over more than a thoufand
people ;”’ fo that now, thould the manufa&ories profper “if any
lofe caft for the gofpel,” the miffionaries « have good and
profitable employment for them.” A circumftance which muft
?bviatc the great difficulty of their becoming the outcafts of
ociet '

sz Carey refides at Mudnabatty, about 30 miles north of
Malda, in Bengal ; and Mr. Thomas, at Moypalldiggy, about
16 or 17 miles further. Their-fituation is between the rivers
‘Tanguan, and Purnabubba, in the diftri&k of Dinagepore, and
within 120 miles of Tibet. :

By the letters of Auguft 1794, we are informed that a little
congr;_gation meets at Mr. U—=’s heufe, who live in the
compafsof eighty or an hundred miles, and confequently are all
together but feldom—That Ram Bafbo the author of the
Hindoo Hymn#* is with Mr. Carey ; had not then loft caft, nor
been baptized, appears to be a real chriftian ; but wants zeal
and fortitude—That AMokun Chundt profefles more zeal, and
is either a chriftian or a great impoftor.  Parbotee, whofe re-
markable prayer is pretty well known,1 was at that time about
four hundred miles up the country, and expe&ted down, but
the miffionaries had not feenhim—Thatthey were juft upon the
point of forming themfelves into a church, the beginning of
which could be but fmall, yet they hoped the end would be
.profperous. ' B _

_ By the letters from Meflrs. Thomas and Carey, of Dec.
1794, and, Jan. 1795, we find, that they had met with
great difficulties through which the divine goodnefs and mercy

* See thiis in the former. volume of the Regifer, p. 370, and the
metrical imitation of it in No. g, page 175.

T His toncern is related in our former volume, page 339.

-1 It may be feen ibid, page 351,

had
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had brought them ; and were engaged afrefh in the work of
tranflating the Scriptures. ,

Mr. Carey admires the wonderful providence of God which
placed him and his colleague, in 2 fituation where they have
not only enough for themfelves, but for yielding fome pecue
niary affiftance to the caufe of our Lord Jefus Chrift.

The manufalory occafions his travelling much ; he has
had eppertunities of preaching up the countsy, near an hun-
dred miles from his refidence, and was once within fight of
the mountains which feparate Bengal from Tibet; fo that not
only in his own neighbourhood is the word preached, but he
has oppottunities of publifhing it among the inhabitants of the
country at a diftance where, probably, no European has ever
been before. He has ready admiffion into every place when
he goes abroad ; and thinks that his prefent fituation is re-
markably favourable for the bufinefs of the miffion. ’

it is allowed that the hurry of entering on thefe temporal
concerns, at firft fomewhat hindred the miffionaries; but they
have fince been purfuing their original plan with a&ivity.
Through the want of a2 more perfetacquaintance with the lan-

uage,%\/lr. Carey could not for a while fo preach as to obtain
gxe attention of the people; but he is now enabled to preach in-
telligibly, fometimes for half an hour together, and with the af-
fiftance of Ram Bofhoo, his moonfhe, at other times: they
lengthen out the difcéurfe an hour ; and by mixing Bengalee
and Hindoftanic together, Mr. Carey is underftood by the
people much better than he can underftand them. The Ben-
galee is fpoken by the Bramins, and higher Hindoos ; and the
Hindoftanic is fpoken by the Muflulmen, and lower Hindoos.
"This laft is 2 mixture ofy Bengalee and Perfian.

The villages in the neighbourhood of Mudnabatty contain-
ing but few inhabitants, Mr. Carey’s congregations are confe~
quently fmall, though, in general, compofed of all the villa-
gers.  In January 1795, he had preached in four or five vil-
lages, and was extending his fphere of action every week.

- On the firft Lords-day in the new year, he went to a village
wholly inhabited by profefled Muffulmen, but who intermix
fome pagan notions with the Mahometans, and -difcourfed
with them upon the evil and univerfality of fin, together with
the holinefsof God ; and'theti enquired, If thefe things were
fo, how they could poffibly efcape the' wrath to come? They
were confounded, and faid, they had never heard thofe things
before, and that their Padre (téacher) had only told them
what were the duties of Mahometanifm, Mr, Carey then
drew a parallel between certain parts of the Bible their
' Bb 2 Koran,
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Koran, particularly this: Our bible dire&s, Pray for your
encemies and do good to them that defpitefully 1;ﬁ you.  Your
Koran commands the extermination of all unbelievers. He then
enquired which of thefe injunétions correfponds moft with the
true charatter of God? They confeffed that the preference
muft be given to the bible, and then promifed to forfake their
prallices of lying, ftealing, worthiping the Sun, offering to
departed fouls, &. One man in particular feemed much
concerned, and condemned his former pratices in the prefence
of all the others in the place, who alfo univerfally affented to
‘whathe faid. Mr. Carey promifed to vifit them again, and
intended to do it frequently. :

Feb, 1, 1795, he went to a village, near his own dwel-
ling, called Maddabatfy, As he entered it, he faw an houfe
which he knew wds devoted to Mahomet. He afked, What
houfe that was? The people faid, It was Emaun’s. He en-
quired who Emaun was ? They could not tell. Does he live
here, or any where elfe in this country? They anfwered,
He was dead. He then enquired, Why they erected a houfe
for a dead man, and what end it would anfwer, if no one
lived there. They anfwered, That' it was for the falvation
of the people of the place. He then afked, * If any cala-
mities befall you, will this houfe, or its owner, help you?
They have no power; and if you are finners they cannot
forgive you.”” After this, he difcourfed with them farther on
their finful ftate, heaven and hell, and then on the fufficiency
and efficacy of the gofpel method of falvation; preffing
them to caft off all their evil ways, and falfe Mahometan
worthip, and to feek falvation by Chrift; -this"they promifed
to do.’

One Lord’s-day twenty-fix perfons came to his houfe for
inftruction in the ways of the Lords. After they were feated,
he difcourfed fometime on the awful fubjets which have
been juft mentioned, preached to them Jelus, declaring the
freenefs of the gofpel, and the neceflity of faith and holinefs.
One of them faid, “I fuppofe, Sir, thofe who go to hell
will be ufed like the people in Dinagepore jail.” -No, faid
Mr. Carey, in prifon the body only can be affeCted, but in
hell, the foul---perfons may efcape from prifon, but’ not
from hell ; and if any die in prifon there is an end to their
imprifonment, but in hell they fhall never die. There God’s
wrath will be ponred- upon them for ever, and they muft
dwell in endlefs fire. Another enquired,"“ But, Sir, what
is fin, and what is holinefs > Thefe were fo defined as - to
flvew that holinefs is juft the reverfe to fin, and that all the

offerings
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offerings made to Mahomet's relations, and to Hindoo gods,
are no part of holinefs, but, on the contrary, great fins,

In the latter part of 1794, Mr. Carey opened a fchool, but
the extreme ignorance and poverty of the natives lead them
to take away -their children upon every flight occafion; and
thus the accomplithment of a benevolent defign is, in a great
meafure, prevented. To remedy this Mr.. Thomas and Mr.
Carey, between whom the utmoft harmony prevails, have
formed 2 plan for ere€ting two (Chowparries ) Colleges, one
at Mudnabatty, and the other at Moypalldiggy, where Mr.
Thomas and Mr. Carey refide. In each of thefe places
they intend to educate twelve lads, fix Muflulmen, and fix
Hindoos ; a Pundit is to have the charge of them, and they
arg to be taught the Shanfcrit, Bengalee, and - Perfian lan-
guages, Fhe Bible is to be introduced there, and perhaps
a little philofophy and geography. The time of their edu-.
cation is to. be*feven years, and the Miffionaries are to pro- .
vide them with meat, clothing, and lodging, as well as in-
ftruétions :  January 1795, ‘they were enquiring for chile
dren fuitable to the purpofe.

In executing this plan of tuition, Mr. Carey’s fon, Peter,
would have been of fome affiftance, had his promifing life
been fpared, but he is no more. His brother, a little boy of
five years old, died of a mortification in his bowels, caufed
by a flux and fever. Mr. Carey himfelf has had two attacks
of an intermitting fever, attended with a dyfentery, which
continued two months, aud reduced him very much; his
wife, and his eldeft fon alfo, have been ill of a dyfentery
twelve months, but they are all recovered, and he informs
us, That for the moft part he enjoys his hezlth better now
than when he was in England.

. Peter’s removal was a very heavy ftroke to his relatives,
and muft have been rendered the more aflictive by the dif-
ficulty they met with in getting him buried. The fuperfti-
tions of the people are fo great that they never touch a dead
body, unlefs it be one of their own relations, which the
Muflulmen do, but even this is refufed by the Hindoos, whe
burn their dead if they can afford it, or if not, they. lie on
the ground, or in the water. When Mr. Carey’s dear little
boy died, his father could not prevail upon any one to make
him a coffin, though he had carpenters in his own employ,
With _difficulty he engaged four Muflelmen to dig a grave
for him. . No one would undertake it alone, and therefore,
fo many -went together that they might all have an equal:
fhare of the difgrace, T'wo perfons were fent for, feven or eight
mjles to carry him to the grave, but in vain; and Mr. and

b3 ’ Mrs,,
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Mrs. Caz;e{{ had agreed todo it themfelves, whena lad who
had loft caft, and their mater (a fervant who performs the -
moft fervile offices,) were induced to relieve them from this
painful fervice. . This was on Saturday, and on Monday the
four Muflulmen came and told the bereaved parents, that they
had loft caft for digging the grave, and that the Mundul, or
head man in the v%l%agc, had forbid any of the people to eat,
drink, or fmoak, with them. Itis well known that Maho-
metans have no cait, but they imagine they have, and the
Yofs of it is to them as ferious a thing as to the Hindoos. Mr,
Carey therefore fent for the man and told him that he muft
eat, Xrink, and fmoak with them, or ftay till he had applied
to the judge at Dinagepore. After fome prevarication he

Jateed, and fo the affair ended. :

Mr., Carey has frequent opportunities of focial converfe
‘with valuable men. Tnone of his letters, he fays, ¢ we have
about twenty Europeans, befides children, who are friendly to
the gofpel ; moft of whom, in a judgment of charity, we
reckon to be real chriftians:”” and in another, he adds, “ we
have very valuable chriftian friends, yet they live twenty or
thirty miles diftant from us; and as there are no high roads
nor inns inthis country, and during the rainy feafon no me-
thod of conveyance but by water, we have the pleafure of
feeing each other but feldom ; though, when we do, it ren-
ders our interviews much more fweet and agreeable than they
might be if we met oftener.”

_ 'is{c has alfo repeated opportunities of difcourfing with the
Hindoos; for their idolatrous feafts very frequently -occur,
and he can often go into the places where the idols are, and
oppofe them to their faces, and to the faces of all their de~
fenders, The common people, indeed, care juft as much
for their idols, as the carnal multitude in England do for
Chrift at Chriftmas—a good feaft and a holiday 1s all in all
with them:

‘Mr; Carey’s opinion of the natives, places them much
below the accounts. generally given of them to the public,
He fays, The ftories of their benevolence, humanity, and
meeknefs are all falfe, and exift only in the doCtrines of the
Shafters. The very reverfe is the cafe. Lying, avarice,
perfidioufnefs, fervility, eruelty to animals and to each other,
are the moft prominent features in their charatter—cheat-
ing, juggling, and lying, they efteem to be no fins, and the
brﬁt among them, though they fpeak ever fo greata falfe~
hood, confder it as nio evil, unlefs you firft charge them to
fpeak the truth. When they defraud you as much as they can,
and are charged with it, they coolly anfwer, “It is the cafton}

o
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of the country.”” Their numerous idols are accounted by
the common people, and the majority of Bramins, to be fo
many deities ; ‘but the moft learned acknowledge only one.
Their fuperftitions are propartioned to the multitude of their
idols. All their thoughts of God are-fo very light, that they
anly confider him as a fort of play-thing. This may thew
how difficult it is to convince them of fin.

It is not therefore to be wondered at, if the accounts fent
to the fociety and its friends, do not as yet give intelligence
of numerous wonders of grace. In Mr. Carey’s letter to
Mr. Pearce of Jan. 19, 1795, he fays, < I have had no fuc-
cefs yet in the work of converfion among the natives.”
How ought this declaration to conftrain @/ the praying
friends ofg the miffion to wreftle with the Lord more than ever,
for the outpouring of his fpirit on the miffionaries and on
the heathen! But it fhould be noticed with gratitude, that
out of twelve letters, written by Mr. Carey from Jan. 6,to
Mar, 18, 1795, ten of them contain more or lefs encou-
ragement, Some pleafing things are mentioned in the fore-
ﬁ'mg extrallts, to which we have the felicity of adding in

r. Carey’s own words—That “a wide field for ufeful-
nefs” is opened to the miffionaries---That from their prefent
favorable fituation, they hope foon to be able to fay, « That
almoft all they in the cﬁﬁri& of Dinagepore have heard the

~word of God, both Hindoes and Muflulmen,” which % is

already the cafe in the neighbourhood” of Mudnabatty, where
Mr, éarey refides: That his ¢ opportunities of preaching
the gofpel to the natives are frequent, having concerns with
almoft all the farmers in the neighbourhood for twenty mfles
round ;” and he adds, “ hundreds of the labouring people
are in our.employ:”. That « fome Mahometans have de-
~ clared their determination of abandoning their fuperftitions ;**
and he thinks he ¢ may fay there is already a ftirring amon
the dry bones” though, ¢ alas! the fpirit of life from Gog
has not yet entered into them:” That he has “ now fre-
quent opportunities” of publithing the gofpel <« to Euro-
peans,” and goes ¢ out every Lord’s-day to preach to the
natives,” many of whom are ¢ truly athamed of their own
Vanities ;" an! though they  are very ignorant, their atten-
tion to the gofpel is aftonithing.” {n a word, though Mr.
Carey is not able to fend the tidings that he defires, of the
converfion of the natives, yet he fays, « Having preached,
or rather converfed with them ftatedly, I HAVE MET wWiTH
GREATER ENCOURAGEMENT THAN I EXPECTED;” and
<« am in greater hope than ever before, fince 1 have been ih
the country.”
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It will, doubtlefs, give pleafure to the friends of the miffion,

to be alfo informed, That as ¢ a Bible is the great thing'
wanted’” in Bengal, the tranflation of it is profecuting. Mr.
Carey, who has Moonfhe with him, and enjo?s « greater
opportunities for that work' than Mr. Thomas," has « gcne
through Genefis, and the firft twenty chapters of Exodus,
retainthg, in' proper names, the Hebrew pronunciation,”
which is “much better known” in Bengal  than the Englith.”
In due time we hope to hear of a tranflation of the Pfalms,
Ifaiah, fome one or more of the gofpels and epiftles, with little
abftracts of feripture hiftory and doflrine, as the Society, in
their laft meeting at Birmingham, propofed thefe to the
confideration of their brethren sthmas and Carey,
" It affords the fociety great fatisfaftion to find that the
smifltonaries, of their own accord, have concelved a defign of
laying out the money they may gain in their prefent fitua-
tion, for eftablifhing fchools, and tranflating the bible---the
printing’ it however will be a great undertaking, in the
expenfe of which the Society hopes for the pleafure of par-
ticipating, even if the miffionaries fhould be able to defray
the whole themfelves. This hope they have exprefled in a
Iztter of caution and counfel tp them, figned at Birmingham,
Bept. 16,1795, when a general meeting of the Society was held
for the folemn fetting apart of the brethren Grigg and Rodway,
to the work of the Lord 2mong the Afr1cANs. Nr. jacob
Grigg is a member of the Baptift church at Launcefton, in
Cornwall, and Mr. James Rodway of another at Hilfley, in
Gloucefterfhire. ' Both of -them have been ftudents in the
Academy at Briftol. With the good withes of thoufands they
failed in the Eliza from Longon for  Sierra Leone, affec='
tioiately recommended to the little Negro Church at Free-
‘Town in that Colony, from whence we are daily hoping tc
hear-of their fafe arrival,





