A SERMON
By tae Rev. Mr. MELVILL HORNE,
Liate one of the Chaplains to the S1Erra L2one Company ;

The only Difcourfe which has been delivered to the Natives in
the Weftein parts of Africa.

Preached about March 1793.

[ This fermon-was preached at Signior Domingo’s Town, about twe
miles from the Company’s fettlement, to a mixed congregaticn
of Natives, American blacks, and Gentlemen of the colony.
Domingo was educated in one of the Portuguefe iflands, and de<
pends for falvation.on his Crucifix and Pazer mofier. . He is defir-
ous of making his countrymen as wife as himfelf; but his at-
tachment to 4is Chrigtianity feems to originate in his refpet for
a rade of men fuperior t6 hirafelf, and in thie idea that it gives

him corféquence amdng his countrymen.
In the delivery. of this difcourfe; .Mr. Horne made ufe of an inter-
preter, wha rendered it {fentence after fentence as he fpoke it.]

WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED.

Men and Brothers, 1 beg youwill hear me with attention; forI
4m going to {peak to you, what concerns your prefent happinefs; as
wella§ your good, in the place where you are going toafter you die.
No man ever before {fpoke to you of the great things I am going:
t do; and if you Believe what I tell you, the great God, whole
fervant I am, and who fent me to fpeak his word to you, wik
blefs you, and your women and ¢hildren ; but if you won’t hear
his word, arid do what he tells you, he will be angry ; and:if;
you make him angry he will be your enemy.. For he is the:
great and true God: there is no God in heaven or earth but he;
and he does what he pleafes, and no people can ftand againft
him. This God, I fay, fent me to you, to teach you ro know
him, and to make yoa know and do all good things. This good
God loves black men as well as white men, for he made black
men as well as white men, and black men and whire men are
all brothers: white men ought therefore to love black ‘men, and:
black men to love white men; for if we who .are brothers do
harm to one another, our Father who is in heaven will be very
angry, and have a great palaver * with us, and throw =il bad
men into a place called Hell, where they will be burned for ever
with fire and brimftone. : .

This great and good God, who fent me to you to fpeak his
word, commands me to téll you, that, a very long time dgo, he
made the heavens and the earth, the fea, and the dry land ; he
put the fun, the moon, and the ftars, in the heavens; to give light
and heat to the earth; he filled the fea with all forts of fithes,

* Palaver is a ward of great latitude in the Timinee language : to pa-
laver is to fpeak or plead ; to hold a palaver is to hear a caufe ; the Pila-
vet-houfe is the Council-houfe or Court of Judicature; to malge a palaver
againft a man is to bribg an a&ion in law againtt him,
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and made all the birds, the beafts, the trees, and every thing thas
is on the earth, for the ufe of men, that we might have food and
clothes and all good things.

Afterwards, God Almighty faid, < Let us make man in our
image, after our likenefs.”” So God created man in his own
image: he made a man out of the duft of the earth, and breathed
into him a heavenly {pirit which was not made from the earth
like the body of man, but came from God. That living {pirit
which God put into man, is what we call a man’s foul, and it is
that which makes men to think, and {peak, and do fo many things
which beafts cannot do. A man’s foul never dies; but when the
bodies of men die, their fouls or {pirits live for ever: good men’s
fouls go to God who made them, and bad men’s fouls go to the
Devil, becaufe they are like him and would not hear God's word,
but did what the Devil would have them do.

When God had made man, he looked upon him, and loved
him ; for the man was very good, and did whatever God would
‘have himdo. And God made 2 waman, and gave her to the
man, to live with him, and to be a comfort to him. And God

ave to the man and woman the world, and every thing that was
m it. And God blefled them, and made them fruitful, that they
might have many children to fill the earth. Now it was from
that man and woman that came all the nations and people of the
earth, both black men and white men. The man’s name was
Adam and the woman’s name was Eve. .

Then God took the man and woman, and put them into 2
beautiful garden, which was filled with all good things for them.
God loveg them, and often came to fee them, and talked with
them as a man talketh with his friend ; for the man and woman
were very good, and pleafed God in every thing they did and
faid. And, as they were very good, fo they were very happy :
for God took care of them, gave them every thing they wanted,
and preferved them from all evil.

Now, after God had made the man and woman, and done fo
much for them, and given them fo many good things, he deter-
mined to try how long the man and woman would love him, and
do what he bidthem. God, therefore, fhewed the man and wo-
man (whofe names I told you were Adam and Eve) a tree which
was in the middle of the garden where he had put them. Now
the tree'was called The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil: it was a beautiful tree, and the fruit was very fine. God
told them, they might eat of every thing that was in the garden;
but he commanded them not to eat the fruit of that trec. - He
told them that, {o long as they did what he commanded them,
and did not eat of the fruit of that tree, they fhould be very
happy; thathe would blefs them; that they fhould never be fick ;
that they fhould never feel pain; and that they fhould never die.
God alfo told them, that if they did eat of the fruit of the tree
which he commanded them not to eat of, he would be very

angry,
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angry, and have a great palaver with them, and punith them
with death.

Now you muft know that the Devil, with many other bad fpi~
rits, who had been driven out of Heaven by Almighty God on
account of their wickednefs, hated God, and hated the man and
woman becaufe God loved them. The Devil alfo hated them be~
caufe they were good and he was bad, and he was filled with
rage againft them becaufe they were happy and had all good
things, while he was miferable, and becaufe God was angry with
him and had taken away all good things from him, fo that he
could not reft day nor night.

Now the Devil fat down, to think how he could grieve the
heart of God, and make the man and the woman as unhappy as
himfelf : and he thought if he could perfuade the man and wo-
man to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, of
which God had commanded them not to eat, he fhould revehge
himfelf of God, and make the man and woman as bad as himfelf.

Now the Devil was very wife, and very ftrong to do evil, but
too bad ever to doany good. He therefore came to the woman,
in the fhape of a beautitul and harmlefs fnake, and he perfuaded
her to eat of the fruit which God commanded her not to eat; for
he told her the fruit was very good, and that if fhe did eat, it
would make her as wife as God himf{elf, and much happier than
the was before. Tho’ the Devil knew all the while that what he faid
was a lie; but the woman being very foolifh, and not thinking
as the ought to have done of the commandment of Almighty God;
and defiring to eat the fruit becaufe it looked very beautiful.
and good, at laft, did what the Devil wanted her to do. She
ate of the fruit, and gave fome to her hufband, and he did eat: and
the Devil rejoiced over them, becaufe he had made them mi-
ferable. )

When Adam and Eve, viz. the man and woman, had eaten
the fruit, they remembered what God had faid to them, and
were filled with fhame and fear; for they felt a great change
in them, that their hearts were become bad like the Devil’s, and
they knew God would have a palaver againft them, and they
were afraid that God would kill their bodies and throw their
fouls into Hell, and there torment them for ever with fire and
brimftone: fo the man and his wife ran, and tried to hide them-
felves from God among the trees of the garden: but they could
not hide themfelves from God, for his eye is larger and brighter
than the fun, and God fees and knows every thing: he fees and
knows all the thoughts of man’s heart, and obferves every thing
a man does. Now God was very angry with the man and wo-
man for breaking his commandment, and becaufe they were
now as bad as the Devil himfelf; and he was alfo forry at his
heart to fee them fo miferable as they had made themfelves: for
though God was angry with them, yet God loved them, becaufe
he was their Father, and becaufe God is very good and very
merciful. And as God is wifer and ftronger than the Devi;;_and

§2 new
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knew all his. wickednefs; God determined to make what the De-
vil had done to be for his glory, man’s good, and the  Devil’s
fhame and punifhment ; and becaufe, if God was not-'td have a
palaver with the man and woman, they would do other bad things
and never fear God and do what God would have them; God
deterimined to have a palaver with them and punith them. - But
God would not throw them inté Hell, becaufe that would pleafe-
the Devil, and it would grieve God hinifelf becaufe he had made
them.

=80 God thought what he would do; and in'the afternvon, about
the time of the going down of the fun, he went into the garden
and found the man and woman where they hid themleives, -and
called them. - So they came to God, ready to die-with fear ;
for' God was very angry, and told them he knew what they had
done. And they were obliged to confefs their wickednefs, and
to leave themfelves to God Almighty to-do’ what he pleafed
with them. Then God told the Devil, who was in’the fnake,
that hé fhould be ever curfed, and that he would be revenged of
him ; and, becaufe the Devil had tempted the woman by enter~
ing into a fnake, God curfed all fnakes, and made them to creep,
upon the tarth and to eat the duft. Then God told the woman
that, to punith her for what the had done, fhe fhould :bring
forth her children with great pain and dangef, and that fhe
fhould be fubje& to her hufband, who fhould rule over her.

Afterwards God told the man, becaufe he had done evil, that
God would curfe the earth with barrennefs; :that he fhould ger
his bread with a great deal of labour and danger ; that he thould.
fuffer ficknefs and pain, and atlaft die and be laid in the ground,
from which he was made, and that he would punifh allohis children
in the fame way for his fake.

Laft of all, God Almighty made the man and woman to know,
that if they ftill went on to do wickedly, that after they were
dead, their fouls, which cannot die, fhould be caft into Hell
and be burned- with the Davil for €ver in.fire and brimftone.—
Bat to comfort them, and encourage' them to do good, he pro-
mifed them, that if they would be traly forry for what they had.
done, and would pray to him, and do*good, and do what he told
them, that he would forgive them and blefs them, give them:
his good Spirit'to teach and comfort them and make their hearts
good -again ; -and that when they died he would :take sheir fouls:
up-to Heaven with him to be happy with:him for ever. He alfo
told them, to comfort their hearts more and more; that fometime
a.woman fhould have a Son, to be a great and glorious fervant.of
God, whothould teach men to know - God and do as Ged would
have them; and that he would fo blefs that man, that ke fhould
do much good to all men, and that all who didias that man taughc
them fhould go-to Heaven, and all who would not hear that man
fhould be caft into Hell, when, at the end of the world, God
fhonld have a -great palaver with all men who have ever lived:
When Ged had finithed all thefe fayings, be' went away fro}»lur-

the



TO THE NATIVES OF STERRA LEONE, 25%

the mai agd woman, and fent an angel, that is a good fpirit,
from Heaven, who drove them out of the beautiful garden, the
happy place where God had’ put them, and an “angel witha
flaming fword was fet there to prevent thém from going in again.
‘After the man and woman' were driven out from the garden
they lived goo years, and had many fons and daughters. Somé
of them were good, but moft of them were bad, and lived in
all manner of wickednefs. -
The longer the world lafted, the more bad 'men there were,
and the greater was the wickednefs of the world. At laft God
w3 fo angry with men for their doing what the Devil would
hhve them, and not doing as God would have them; that he
was forry at his heart that he made man, and determined to de-
ftroy all the men in the world, except' one ‘good man called
Noah, and his family. So God rained forty days and nights on
the earth, and drowned every living creature upon the earth,
but Nozh and his family who were faved 'in a fhip.
Afterwards Noah had many children and theearth was peopled
a fecond time. But men were ftill as wicked as before. '
Now- God from tifne to time fent many good men to tell bad
people ‘of their fins, and to fay that God would turn all wicked
men into Hell, if they did not'turn from their evil ways and do
good. Bat they would not hear the good men, but were angry
with them, and did evil to them, and killed many of them. ~
After all this, God Almighty who has no pleafure in the
death of a finner, and was greatly grieved to fee all men ferving
the Devil, determined to try once more, if men would do what he
would have them. And as he had one only Son whom he loved bet-
ter than the heavens and earth, he fent him into the world to dig
for the falvation of Sinners, and to teach men the word of God,
The name of God’s fon was Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of finners.
Now this Son of God was born of a woman that had no man,
and lived in the world more than thirty years. All that time he
never {poke a bad word, nor did a bad thing, nor was any
wickednefs in his heart; but he was without fault, and loved
God: his Father with all his heart, and loved all men black and
white as heJoved himfelf ; for though they were very bad yet he
loved them, becaufe God made them, and becaufe they were his
Brothers. And he went about doing Good, and performing
many wonderful things. For he heale§ all manner of fick people,
opened the eyes of the blind, and the ears of the deaf, made
the Jame to walk qnd raifed the dead. He walked upon the fes,
commanded the winds, fed a great many people with a few fmall
foaves ‘'of bread, changeg water into wine, and compelled the
Devil to leave men whom he troubled. He went about teaching
fmen tddo good'things, tolove God, to love one another, notto
tell lied, not to fteal, not to take another man’s woman, to livé
n pkaCefwithom’ﬁgh'tiﬁg and'quarrelling, not to get drunk, nor
do any badthing!’ He told thém to repent of “therr fins] 6r God
wduld deftroy them in Heli,  He declared to them that he came
s 3 tQ
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to fave them from their fins, and to die for them to reconcile
them to God, that their fins might be forgiven, and that God
might give them eternal life. He alfo faid God had given him
power over all things in heavenand in earth, to killand to make
alive, to fave and deftroy. He alfo declared that whoever be-
licved in his name and kept his commandments, fhould be his
brothers, his friends and his children ; that he would make them
good like himfelf, do them good all the days of their life, and
make them happy with him in heaven when they died. But that
all who would not believe in him, nor love him, nor keep his
commandments, but would be enemies to him and his Father,
and would do the Devils commandments, he would deftroy in
Hell for ever when he fhould come down from heaven to have
a great palaver with all the men who had ever lived, and to
punith and reward every man according to his works. ‘
Now though Jefus Chrift was fo good and taught them the
wayof God in truth, very few believed in him and loved him. A
the reft hated him, told lies of him, accufed him falfely, made pa-
lavers againft him, condemned - him, whipped him cruelly,
laughed at him, fpit in ‘his face, plucked off his beard, curfed
him, and nailed himto a crofs. Now all this time Jefus Chrift
did not fay a bad word, but when he was ready to die, he prayed
for them, faying, Father, forgive them for they know not what
they do! :
When he was dead, the good men byried him, but on the
third day he rofe from the dead, (overcoming death and the
Devil) and went to the good people who loved him, and was
with them forty days and forty nights, teaching them many
more blefled things about his heavenly kingdom, and telling
them what they muft do always to pleafe God. Now one day,
as he was teaching 500 of them, he bleffed them all, and went
up to heaven, and a bright cloud received him; and while they
were looking up to heaven, two angels, good {pirits from the
throne of God, came down to them, and told them, that in the
fame manner that Jefus Chrift went up to heaven, he fhould
come down from Heaven at the end of the world to havea great
palaver with all men, good and bad. : .
- After this, the good men who believed in Jefus Chrift and
Joved him, -went toall parts of the world telling the people what
Chrift had commanded them.~ Some believed the good men,
loved them, turned from their wickednefs, and did, as God
would have them; but others hated them, and put them to death
as they had done Jefus Chrift. . .
- Now Jefus Chrift commanded the good men tq make a book,
and to write in it all the good things he had commanded them,
that, when the good men were dead, thofe who come after
them might know what to. believe and do, to pleafe God
and fave their fouls. That book is the book I have nmow
in my hands. It is called Twux Bisrz, that is the gyea;
' an
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and good book, becaufe it teaches men to know and love the
Great and Good God. . )

Now, brothers, I am the fervant of God and of his Son Jefus
Chrift. "I love them, becaufe they have loved me, and done
great and wonderful things forme. I amnot afraid to die, be-
caufe at death I fhall go to God and Jefus Chrift, and to all good
men. I amnot afraig of the Devil, becaufe he can hurt no one
who loves God and Jefus Chrift.

God and Jefus Chrift have fent me to you, to teach you the
things that are in his book, that you may be faved. God and
Jefus Chrift love you and command me to tell you fo, and of
many good things they have done for you. But I have not time
to tell you half of thefe things now, but I will come many times,
if Ican, to tell you thefe things, and if you believethem, they
will always make your hearts glad within you.

SIERRA LEONE, 1795. .

The former accounts of Free-Toawn, publithed in No. 10 of the
Regifter, announced, that as foon as the Direftors of the com-
pany heard of the devaftation made bty the French at Sierra Leone
they loft no time in fending out two fmall veflfels with an affort-
ment of neceflaries for the colony. Weare now able to give the
following information. .

The brig Amy, which happened not to have failed from Ply-
mouth when the news of the calamity was pretty generally known,
arrived at Free-town, March 26, 1795, after a paflage of forty
days. She carried out his Excellency Governor Dawes, whofe
return to the fettlement caufed univerfal joy.

John Kizell, one of our negro Baptift brethren, who came to
England in the company’s fervice, failed in the fame veflel, and
was enabled to take out a venture with him, which he fold ex-
tremely well. The profits were to have been folely for his own
ufe: but though, in the general havock which was made while
he was from home he loft what property he had in the colony,
of his own accord, in the generofity of his heart, he divided the
profits of the venture amongft his brethren, thus alleviating their
diftrefles as far as he was able.

Since then, the church and congregation, under the care of
Mr. Rippon +, havefent to their plundered brethren and fifters
in Free-town five chefts of wearing-apparel, moftly in good con-
dition, and fome of it quite new. The whole got fafe to them;
and, by letters to the brethren Rippon and Pearce, dated June
3oth and July the 2d, Mr. Dawi&i)0 George thus writes s———
¢ On the 26th, (he does not fay of what month,) the vef-
fel arrived with clothes from our chriftian friends afar offi—

4 Several benevolent individuals alfo, belonging to the thurches in
Wild-ftreet and Goodman’s-fields, London, have, this September, fors
warded an haadfome contribution. EpiTox.|

54 What
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‘What fhall we fay? Is not God for us! He heard the cry of
the poor, and gave his people in London an heart to think of
us—of us his poor people in Africa. O that we may all ever
praife the Lord for his goodnefs. ~ The clothing was welcome tq
the congregation, and Is diftributed throughout the whole fo-
ciety ; every one had fome. We know not how to be thankful
enough for the goodnefs of the chriftian;'in London; but with
one heart'we’ join to thank them. And we with that you, our
brother in God, would give our hearty thanks to every one of
the congregation who remembered us, as they are well known
to you. Next Lord’s-day, July the gth, we hope to fpend as a
day of prayer and THANKSG1VING to the Lord, for his kindnefs
to s in caufing us to be remembered by chriftians in a far coun-
try.” ASTONISHING GRATITUDE! ’

¢ I did intend, as I wrote you in April laft, ta go as foon as I
could to preach the'gofpél among the natives, and to take Tho-
mas London, a member of ourchuarch, with meas an interpreter ¥,
but the natives ate now at war with one another, though they are
at peace with us. »

¢ am well, and my family ; and my congregation in general
arg very hearty. The rains are juft begun with us, and the co-
lony is in a thriving condition fince the French left us.

< Since I came from England 1 have had the pleafure of bap-
tizing three brothers and feven filters; one of the brothers is
an African born. I am ready to do what little good I can for
Chrift. I-hope the Lord will {pread the glad tidings of the gof-
pel throughout Africa, in his own due time. :

¢ Liet our humble and hearty thanks be known to all the Bap-
tift-churches for the favors they have done us, in providing for
a place of worfhip where we may ferve the Lord. We hope that
the houfe will be built in his name ; but we do not'think proper
to go about it immediately, nor does our Governor.”

A deed of truft relative to the meeting-houfe having been fent
to Free-town for execution, Mr. David George confulted Go-
vernor Dawes on the bufinefs : in confequence of which the Go-
vernor, in a very polite and obliging letter to Mr. Rippon, of
July 14thlaft, fays, < Mr. David George no doubt does much good
here ......He has confulted me upon building 2 meeting-houfe......
It would certainly be imprudent to do it now. The French may
give usanother call. We hope to have peace {oon, then will be
the time to build. - When it is proper, I fhall be very ready to
aid in getting the deed of truft propeérly executed, and in any
cther matter which may require my afiiftance. By the next
conveyance, hope I thall be-a_little more: diffufe; in the mean
time, fhall be extremely bappy to be favoured with your core
refpondence,” ’

" A letter from another perfon at Free-town fays, « We have
kad two earthquakes; one of which was very fhocking.”

& Thomas Liondon: is-a'native African.” ‘Epricr. )
AN



AN
ACCOUNT OF THE

MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

Gommunicated by feveral of the Gentlemen of the Committec’
to be inferted in the BAPTIST ANNUAL REGISTER,

THE attention of the public having been for feveral months
dire(ted to the defirablenefs and neceflity of fending Chriftian
Miflionaries to the pagan world, we rejoice that the various
pieces which have appeared in the Evangelical Magazine have
contributed inan eminent degree to the formation of a Mif-
Sfwnary Society. It is with unfpeakable fatisfaltion we mow
inform our anxious readers that their wifbes are not only
%;ntiﬁed, but our own expedations far, very far exceeded.—

ever did we think our eyes would behold a fcene fo pleaf-
ing as that which has on this occafion been prefented ! The
dear Friend of Sinners has put our unbelief tothe blufh, and
thown that his arm is not fhortened, nor his ears inattentive
to the united cries of numerous religious foceties aflembled
in this kingdom and America, to pray for the fpread of the
everlafting Gofpel at home and abroad. Happy fhould we
be, in attempting to detail the proceedings of the conference,
could we diffufe the fame fpirit among our readers that ani-
mated the multitudes who attended the public fervices on this
occafion.

Monday morning, September 21ft, 1795. The London and
as many more of the country minifters who were come to
town, met at the Caftle and Falcon, Alderfgate-ftreet, to ar-
range the proceedings of the conference; and, to fhow their
devotednefs to this fublime obje&t, opened a fubfcription
among themfelves to the amount of 740 l. donations, and
about 5ol. annual fubfcriptions.

In the evening, the firft general meeting was held at the
above place, at fix o’clock. This. was attended by fo refpec~
table a number of minifters, and well-known friends of the
Gofpel, that it was evident the religious public only waited
for the fignal to unite their efforts in this benevolent purfuit.
Sir Egerton Leigh, Baronet, being voted into the chair, Mr.
Boden, of Hanley-green, opened the meeting with a fhort
but imprefive prayer; Mr. Steven, of London, next ftated
what fteps had been taken to roufe the public attention and to
affemble the general meeting. :

A circular letter, which had been fent to minifters through-
out the kingdom, was read by the chairman. Mr. Love, of

London
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London, read many letters from minifters in the country, af>
furing the London Committee of their hearty concurrence,
and of their individual and united determinations to co-operate
m every meafure that had a tendency to promote @ Miffin to
beathen and unenlightened countries. "Encouraging letters from
Scotland were alfo read, and the company vifib] y affe&ted
when informed, that praying focieties had refolved to engage
in interceffions at Glafgow, at the very time the minifters and
their friends were affembled in London. Thus it is manifeft,
that, in different parts of this ifland, the hearts of Chriftians
were “atuated by that one Spirit who animates the one body
of the church of Chrift.””  Mr. Haweis next read letters from
feveral perfons who had tendered their fervices as Miffionaries
in this glorious caufe,

It was then refolved, and with perfe® unanimity, That
3t is the opinion of this. meeting, that the efiablifhment of a So-
eiety for fending Miffinaries to the beathen and unenlightened
countries is bighly defirable.

The thanks of the meeting were unanimoufly voted to
thofe affociated and individual minifters who had favoured the
fociety with their communications or prefence, and the fe-
cret'ary was requefted, to make them, and through them their
congregations, acquainted with this refolution. About nine
o’clock the meeting was adjourned in the moft perfect har-
mony, with the higheft expreflions of fatisfaction in the pro-
ceedings of that evening. ‘

Books of fubfcription were immediately opened, and the
liberal contributions and annual fubfcriptions of that evening
fufficiently demonftrated, that this excellent caufe would never
fail for want of pecuniary affiftance.

Thuefday morning, ten o’clock, a numerous and refpectable
congregation affembled at Northampton-chapel, Spa-fields,
including about two hundred minifters of various denomina-
tions. Prayers were read by Mr. Kirkman; Mr. Sibree,
of Froome, gave out the 2d of the Miffonary Hymns* ; Mr.
Haweis prayed; Mr. Leggett, of Strood, gave out the 8th
hymn ; Mr. haweis preached from Mark xvi. 1§, 16.—And
be [aid unto themy, Go ye into all all the world, and preach.the
Gofpel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized
Shall be faved; but be that believeth not fball be dammed.  Mr,
Cook, of Maidenhead, read the 23d hymn; and Mr, Lam-
bert, of Hull, concluded the fervice with prayer.

* Miffionary Hymns, compofed and feleéted for the fervice af the con-
ference, were printed, by order of the committee, and fung at the dif-
feront places of worthip. Sold by T. Chapman, No. 151, Fleet ftreet;
Pprice two-pence, h * ot :

Immediately
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Immediately after, all perfons defirous of becoming mem-
bers of the fociety were requefted to affemble in the area of
the chapel. Mr. Kingfbury, of Southampton, being chofen
moderator, introduced the bufinefs of the fociety with prayer 3
M:. Eyre gave a concife hiftory of Miffions; a committee,
confifting cf the Rev. Mefl. Bogue, Eyre, Greatheed, Haweis,
Hey, Hill, Kingfbury, Lambert, Love, Reynolds, Saltern,
Steven, and~Waugh, were appointed to bring forward jthe
plan of the fociety. During their abfence, Mr. Wilkes gave

-out the 1ft hymn, and delivered a fthort congratulatory addrefs

to the minifters. On the return of the committee, the fol-
lowing plan was prefented and approved; and about three
o’clock the meeting adjourned.

PLAN OF THE SOCIETY,

I. The Name—THE MissiIoNARY SQCIETY.

II. The Objesi—The fole objet is to fpread the knowledge
of Chrift among heathen and other unenlightened nations.

" III. The Members—Perfons fubfcribing one guinea or
more annually; every benefaltor making a donation of ten
pounds; one of the executors, on the payment of a legacy
amounting to fifty pounds or upwards; and minifters, or other
reprefentatives of congregations in the country, which fub+
fcribe or colleét for the ufe of the fociety five pounds annually,

IV. General Meetings—To be held annually in London
on the fecond Wednefday of May, and oftener if neceffary,
to choofe a treafurer, direQors, fecretary, and colleétors, and
to receive reports, audit accounts, and deliberate on what far-
ther fteps may beft promote the object of the fociety. At
every fuch meeting, one fermon or more fhall be preached,
by one or more of the affociated minifters, and notice given as
is ufual on fuch occafions. The prefident for the day fhall
open and conclude the meeting with prayer, and fign the mi-
nutes of the proceedings. All matters propofed fhall be de-
termined by the majority of the members prefent.

V. The Direttion—To confift of as many directors annu-
ally chofen out of its members as circumftances may require.
At the firft meeting twenty-five fhall be elected, with power
to affociate with themfelves fuch an additional number as may
be judged by them expedient, when the extent of the fociety
is afcertained, 'Three-fifths, and no more, of thefe Directors
fhall refide in or near London; where all monthly meetings
fhall be held for tranfacting the bufinefs of the fociety. Not
lefs than feven fhall conftitute a board, For greater facility
and expedition they may fubdivide into committees, for ma-
naging the funds, conducting the correfpondence, making re-
ports, examining miffionaries, direting the miffions, &c.; but/
S ' S ‘ no
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no.adt of thefeé committees fhall be valid il ratified at a
monthly meeting. No expenditure exceeding 100l. fhall be
made without coafulting. all the Direftors, or so00l. without
calling a general meeting of the fubfcribers. Annual fub-
Icribers of 1ol. or upwards, and benefadtors of 100l. or more,
may,attend, if they pleafe, with the dire&tors, at any of the
monthly meetings. Onany emergency the direors fhall call
a general meeting of the fociety, to whom their arrangements
thall be fubmitted; nor fhall they enter upon a new miffion
till they obtain the general concurrence.

VL., The Funds— Arifing from donations, legacies, fub-
fcriptions, colle&ions, &c. fhall be lodged as foon as colle&ed
in the hands of the treafurer. The direCtors thall place in
the public funds all monies fo paid, whenever they cxceed 300l
until they are required for the ufe of the miffion; excepting it
appears to them prejudicial to the interefts of the fociety.

VI Salaries—The fecretary fhall receive fuch a falary
2s the direCtors may appoint: but:the Directors themfelves
fhall tranfact the bufinefs of the fociety without any emolument.

In the evening of Tuefday, the worthip was conducted in

Crown-court meeting-houfe, Covent-garden ; but before the
commencement of the fervice, it was crowds=d to fuch a de-
greey-as to.prevent a confiderable number of minifters and
others from gaining accefs to the doors. - Mr. Hey, of Briftol,
began with the 3d hymn; Mr. Waugh, of Lendon, prayed ;
Mr. Hey then gave out the 4th hymn; Mr. Burder, of Co-
ventry, preached from Jonah iii. 2.—drife, go unto Nineveh,
that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid theey
after which the rith hymn was given out by Mr. Hey; and
M. Parfons, of Leeds, concluded with prayer,
. 8ervice being ended; Mr. Kingfbury was again chofen mo-
derator,  Mr. Burder read the plan of the fociety, and the
committee' was. appointed to nominate gentlemen to fill up the
direttion.  About nine o’clock the people were difmiffed.

. So great wis the preflure of the people, as to excite appre-
henfions that Mr. Burder would be unable to proceed; but
to our agreedble difappointment, he had' no fooner began his
difcourfe, than the moft ferious and pleafing attention pervaded
the whole comgregation. ' B ‘
.+ On Wednetday morning, the fecond day of the conference,
the ‘people affembled at ten o’clock,: at Haberdather’s-hall
meeting-houfe. = Mr. Lowell, of Woodbridge, began with a
fhort prayer, and reading the 110th pfalm, and the roth chap-
ter of St. Luke. Mu. Sloper, of Devizes, read the 15th
hymn; Mr. Saltern, of Bridport, prayed; Mr, Herdfman, of
Souch-Pethertan,: gave-out the 7th hymns Mr. Gmatheed,-f

i : o
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of ‘Newport-Pagnell,” preached from Luke 1oth, and' the laft
claufe of the 2¢th verfe, And who is my neighbour 2 M.
Smelle, of Great-Grim{by, gave out the 16th hymn; and
Mr. Whitridge, of Ofweftry, concluded with prayer.

After fervice, Dr. Hunter being chofen moderator, the mi-
nifters proceeded according to ‘the regulations of the plan;
when, having difcuffed feveral fubje&ts relative to the miffion
and nominated twenty-five diretors, they adjourned; abour
three o’clock.” The ‘meeting was begun and clofed, by the’
moderator, with prayer. :

A vaft congregation affembled in the evening at thé Ta-
bernacle, an hour before the appointed time. - Thoufands are
faid to have gone awayy unable to get in." Theé front feat of*
the four extenfive galleries all around, containing room for
an hundred andfifty  perfons, was occupied wholly by mi-
nifters, befides many others were- difperfed through” the'con=
gregation. Mr. Slatterie, of Chatham, offered up a'fhort
prayer, and read the 11th chapter of Ifaiah; Mr.Ralph, of
Maiditone, read the' 14th hymin; Mr. Jay, of Bath, prayed;
Mr. Rooker, of (3old-hill, gave out the 1oth hymn; Mr:
Hey preached from Eph. i. 10.—That in the difpenfation of the
Julnefs of times, he might gather togethey in one, all things i
Chrifty both which are in heaveny and which are on earsh, ever
in him. 'The sthhymnwas then read by Mr. Beaufoy,of Town-
Sutton ; and Mr. Townfead, of Ramfgate, clofed with prayer,

After the fervice, Mr. Wilks announced the names of the
intended directors.

On Thurfdaymorning, the minifters affembled between eight
and nine o’clock, in the fehool-room adjoiring to Surry-chapel,
and .gave-in their names- and. places of abode. Thofe dele-~
gated from aflociations, or particular churches, fat by them-
felves, and communicated the probable extent of the pecuniary
afliftance which their refpective conftituents might be able to'
contribute. It was afterwards refolved, that the firft mif-
fionary efforts thould be directed to the SouTH SEAs.

Public fervice began at ten o’clock, and confiderably more
minifters attended than the front-feat round the gallery could
contain, Prayers were read by Mr. Percy; of London; th=
18th hymn was read by Mr. Wood, of Rowell; Mr. Griffiny
of Portfea, prayed; the 12th hymn, by Mr. Audley, of Cam=
bridge ; Mr. Rowland Hill preached from Matt. xxiv. 14.—
And this gofpel of the kingdem fhall be preached in all the world,
for a witnefs unto all nations: and then fhall the end come.
"The 24th hymn by Mr. Douglas, of Newmarket. M.
Ray, of Sudbury, Suffolk, prayed. -Mr. Hill'then gave out
the 25th hymn of the Surry-chapel ColleCtion. After this,
My, Haweis, in'a‘fpeech of confiderable length, affigned

various
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various reafons for making the firft miffionary attempt among
the inhabitants of the South-Sea iflands §. The fervice con2
cluded, about two o’clock; with a doxology, “ Praife God;
from whom all bleflings flow,” &c. ,

The laft public fervice was at Tottenhiam-court chapel, on
Thurfday evening. Here alfo the congregation was immenfely
great. 'The firft feat round the gallery, and the fecond feat in
the front-gallery; were occupied by minifters. Prayets were
read by Mr. Edwards, curate of the chapel; Mr. Jefferfon;
of Bafingftoke, gave out the 21ft hymn ; Mr. Cook; of Mai=
denhead, praﬁed; Mr. Golden, of Croydony read the 1gth
hymn ; Mr. Bogue preached, from Haggai i. 2.—Thbus fpeak-
eth the Lord of Hofis, faying, This people fay, the time is not
come, the time that the Lord’s houfe fhould be built. Mr.
Threfher, of Abingdon, the gth hymn; Mr. Crole, of Lon=
don, prayed; and Mr. J. A. Knight, of London, clofed with
a fhort exhortation.

Thus concluded the folemn fervices of the conference, long;
long to be remembered by thoufands; all appeating to unite
in this fentiment, it was never fo feen in our Ifrael.” Some of
the minifters prefent on Monday evening, finding fo large an
aflembly pafs a refolution with cheerful unanimity That &
mifionary fociety was defirable, could not for a time proceed,
for tears of joy.

The grandeft objet that ever occupied the human mind—
the falvation of fouls, was prefented in fuch a variety of views,
and in fo ftriking a2 manner by the preachers, that every fe-
rious perfon awoke as from a dream, filled with furprife that
fo noble a defign had never before been attempted by them,
and longing, by future exertions, to redeem loft opportunities:
Many minifters, who before doubted whether the Lord’s time
for fuch an attempt were come, are now completely fatisfied,
and join with equal ardour in a caufe fo glorious. The great
number who attended as delegates from various parts of the
kingdom, the multitudes who thronged the largeft places of
worthip in London, the countenance and liberal donations of
the wealthy, the appearance of fo many minifters in one place,
and in fo confpicuous a fituation, were grand and pleafing ; the
fuitablenefs of thie hymns, and thefervour with which they were
fung,and above all the moft evident and uncommon out-pouring
of the Spirit on the minifters, in their fermons, exhortations,
and prayers, imprefled the whole congregation with a folem-
nity and pleafure, not ufual even in religious affemblies, and
conftrained them all to fay, This is @ new Pentecofl ; nor was
it a doubt with any whether the Lord was among us or not,

1 Miffions to other msmsess thg world are alfo in contemplation.

Another
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Another confideration that rendered thefe feafons unfpeak=
ably delightful, was the vifible union of minifters and Chrif-
tians of all denominations ; who, for the firft time, forgetting
their party prejudices, and partialities, affembled in the fame
place, fung the fame hymns, united in the fame prayers, and
felt themfelves one in gl::‘iﬁ. This fentiment was fo univerfal,
that, when Mr. Bogue in the courfe of his fermon, faid ¢ we
are called together this evening to the funeral of bigstry, and
he hoped it would be buried fo deep, as never to rife again,™
the whole vaft body of people manifefted their concurrence,
and could fcarcely refrain from one general fhout of joy. Such
a fcene was, perhaps, never before beheld in our world, and
afforded a glorious earneft of that nobler affembly, where
we fhall meet all the redeemed, and in the prefence and be-
fore tne throne of the Lamb, thall fing, as in the Jaft hymn of
the fervice, Crown kim, crown him, crown him Lordof all!

On Friday evening, the whole body of the members of
the fociety met at the Caftle and Falcon, where feveral im-
portant refolutions * were paffed, the plan finally fettled, and
about thirty gentlemen chofen diretors for the prefent year.

We feel a ftrong inclination to give an account of all the
liberal donations, and annual fubfcriptions, together with the
affe&ing circumftances with which many of them were made;
but are prevented by the neceflity of fending our materials
immediately to the prefs. In a future number, we may, per-
haps, gratify our readers with the names of ‘the directors
chofen by the fociety, and with the amount of our fubfcrip-
tions; and hope in the mean time, that their own liberal
contributions will enable us to fwell the fum.

The fix fermons preached on the occafion, with a minute
account of the proceedings of the conference, are to be im-
mediately printed by the defire, and at the expenfe of the
fociety. THE PUBLIC ARE REQUESTED TO GUARD A-
GAINST EVERY SPURIOUS PUBLICATION, That which
we announce, will be publithed by T. Chapman, the printer
of the Evangelical Magazine, price, about 25, 64.

On Monday morning, 26 direCtors met at 10 o'clock,
and immediately appointed two fecretaries, the Rev. John
Love of Hoxton ; and Mr. W Shrubfole, of Old-ftreet ro.d.
Mr. Love to manage all the correfpondence out of England.

* Among thefe it was refolved,
That a correfpondence be opened with foreign proteftant churches, in
hope of exciting their attention te the fame object, and

That thanks be given to the untiTep BRETHREN commonly called
Moravians, and to our BAPTIST BRETHREN, and to Mr. MeuviLe

Hexxx, for their miflionary publications,
: A SERMON



{ 264 )
THE

KENT AND SUSSEX ASSOCIATION
Affembled at Handcrofs in Suffex, Fume 2, and 3, 1795.

Fuefday. The meflengers of the feveral churches mét at two
o'clock. Begun with finging, which was repeated as ufualin
the feveral fervices. Brother Humphrey read Eph. iv. and then
prayed, Brother Copping was cholen Moderator, and. Brother
Stanger, Scribe; and the meflengers read the letters from the
refpetive churches. ’ i
" Public worfhip began at half paft fix o’clock. Brother Fofter
prayed. ' Brother Coe preached from Ifa. xxvi. 10. Come my
people, enter thon into thy chambers, and jhut thy doors about thee,
&c."and Brother Stanger concluded in prayer. Afterwards Bro-
ther Middléton read a letter from the Warwick Aflociation, in
America ; in which they defired to hold a yearly correfpondence
with this Affociation : the propofal was received with much’
pleafure, and Brother Middleton was defired to write to them.

Wednefday. The meflengers metat fix o’clock, and two Brethren
having engaged in prayer, the Circular Letter which Brother
Stanger had been deputed to prepare, was read, approved, and
ordered to be printed. It is an anfwer to this queftion, wHaT
ARE THE BEST EVIDENCES OF THE GRACE OF GOD IN A’
BELIEVER’S HEaRT. Public worthip began at ten o’clock.
Brother Middleton prayed, Brother Purdy preached from Ifa,-
xliv. 23. Sing, O ye Heavens, for the Lord hath done it 5 fhout
ye lower parts of the earth s break forth into finging, ye mountains,
O foreft and every tree thereiny for the Lord hath redeemed Facob,
and glorified himfelf in Ifrael. Brother Atwood concluded in’

yrayer. . o : ' ot
F The meflengers met again-dt three-o’clock. Brother Mid--
dleton having revifed the Preliminary Rules of the Aflociation,
it was agreed to have them -printed, and that the obfervation.
of the Annual Faft-day,. and the Monthly prayer Meetings, be
further recommended to the churches, The next annual Affo-
ciation, to be held at Beffels Green, near Sevenoaks, in Kent;
on*the firft Tuefday and Wednefday in fune 1796. To com-
mence at two o’clock on the Tuefday. The Brethren Atwood,
Booker, and Middleton to preach, or (in cafe of failure) the’
Brethren Read and Knote. Put up at the White-hart, Riverhead.

It was agreed that Brother Atwood do write the next Circular
Letter, and that one of the following fubjetts be recommended
to.him. 1. Commanion with God." 2. What is believing in

efus Chrift unto eternal life ?

Affembled again at half paft fix o’clock. Brother Booker
prayed, Brother Fofter preached from Pfalm lxxxiv. 11.  For:
the Lord God is a Sun and Shield, ¢, the Moderator prayed and,
difmiffed the congregation. ‘Brotherly affeétion, peace and har-
mony prevailed in the aflemblies. ~Increafe of 13 mémbers in
the 17 churches.

THR
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WESTERN ASSOCIATION

Which met at Frome, Somerfet, May 27, 28, 1793.

. Wednefday afternoon, 27; met at three. Brother Norman; of
Bampton, began in prayer. An accident on the road having
detdined brother Rylarid, who had been appointed to preach
the firft fermon, we deferred chooflhg him Moderator till after~
wards! and Brother Birt read the preliminary, articles in his
ftead. Forty-one letters from the ¢hurches were then read:
and Brother Clierry, of Wellingtori; clofed the meeting in
pfayer about fix o’clock. .

After an hour’s retefs we aflembled in the meetinz bzlonging
to Brother Sibree, (paftor of an Independent Chu-chin Frome),
whete Brothéer Birt prayed, and Brother Steadman, of Brough-
ton, preached from Pfalm lxxxix. 15, and concladed in prayer.

Tburfday 28. Met at fix in the morning, when our Brethren
Braker, Morgan, Ring, Price, Mofely, Themas, and Dunf-
combe prayed. After which we attended to tie bufinefs of the
fund ; receiving the annual fubfcriptions, of moft of the churches,
and diftributing the fame to fome of the moft aged minifters,
and others whofe large families, fcanty incomés, and aélivity
in village-preaching, claim our affiftance. Thefe diftributions
amounted to fifty-three pounds eleven fhillings.

Half after ten. Public worthip began with finging, which’
was repeated at proper intervals in all the fervices. Brother
Saffery prayed, and Brotlier Ryland preached from z Cor. ii. 143
after which Brother Cherry read the general letter, before all
the congregation, and clofed in prayer *.—The members of
the Aflociation ftaid after the affembly was difmifled, and una-
nimoufly agreed to receive the church at Bath, under the care
of Brother Porter, into our connexion, agreeable to their re-
queft. by letter. v

_ At three, affembled again, when Brother Belcher of the
Pithay, Briftol, began in prayer, and Brother Birt preached
from Pfa. cii. 14. and clofed in prayer.

At feven in the evening, Brother Hughes, of Briftol; prayed;
and Brother Taylor, of Calne, preached from Mark vi. 1z,
and concluded in prayer. When the auditory was difmifled,
the members of the Affociation ftopped, and approved of the
Circular Letter, which the Moderator was defired to figh on
behalf of the whole affembly.

. Appotnted the next Affociation to be held at Exeter, on the
Wednefday and Thur{day in the week afier Whitfun-week,

* Extract of a letter. © Mr. Clherry’s numerous hearers were much
pleafed with the letter, and indeed I never remember any annual exer~
cife of the kind wherein the minifters engaged, and their crowded
audiences, difcovered more refpect for each other, or 4 greater inclina-
tion to ferve each other in love.””

SEPT. 1793 May
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May 25, 26, 1796. The fervice to begin at three o’clock,
Brother Ryland and Brother Gibbs to preach ; in cafe of failure,
Brother Francis and Brother Birt; Brother Hughes to draw up
the General Letter. Put up at the Bear, Southgate-fireet.

In the churches of this Affociation this year there were

Baptized on a profeflion of Dead 75
of faith 88 | Di{mifled 19
Received by Letter 16 | Excluded 11
113 105

Diminifked - - 1

N. B. It was refolved unanimoufly, that as various inconve-
riences have been found to arife from the preparation of hot
dinners, at thefe our annual Meetings, efpecially in detaining
fevera] perfons from the public worfhip of God, who would
gladly attend the fame, we determine in future to have only
cold provifionts on thefe occafions.

THE
NORTHERN ASSOCIATION, 17gs.

(Extra& of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Charles Whitfield,
Ems-Hill, Durham.)

The churches in the Eaftern diftriét of the Northern Affocia-
tign met at Hamiterly, in the county of Durham, Auguft 23,
26, 1795,

Aué.gszg. Three o’clock, P. M. The minifter of the place
opened the meeting with an addrefs concerning the objeéts of
the prefent convention. Read, fung, and prayed ; fung again,
and Brother Blackett prayed : then the minifter who began ad-
drefled the aflembly upon the nature and defign of aflociations,
asintended to ftrengthen the communion of the churches—con-
cerning the Northern Afficiation, its commencement in the laft
century, its interruptions, and their prefent defign to revive it.
After this, he brought forward two refolutions refpeiting the
independence of churches, and their duty to affociate, which
pafled unanimoufly. He then propofed an affociation between
the churches at Newcaftle upon Tyne, Rowley, and Hamfterly.
A fhort account of the faith and praftice in which they were
united; and fome rules for condulting their meetings. - All
which were agreed to zem. con. and it was ordered, that a copy
of the whole be tranfmitted to the churches for their approba-
tion. After this they fung, and Brother Shaw concluded with’
prayer, In the evening, half faﬁ fix, Mr. Rowland preached
from Rom. vii. 13. That fin by thé commandment might appear
exceeding finful. . S

. 26th, This day was devoted wholly to public worthip. The
congregation met at ten o’clock, when Mr. Angus opened the
fervice, and preached from Mal. iii. 16, 17. Then that _vene\-’

rable
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table and aged minifter, Mr. Crzbtree, who vifited us upon this
occafion, prayed, and preached from Col. i. 27. Which is Chrift
7n you the hope of glory. He concluded the worfhip at this time.
In the evening, Mr. Rowland preached from A&s ix. 1i. Be-
kold be prayerh.  The houfe was crowded, and much, tve hope,
of the divine prefence experienced.

z7th, Met according to appointment at feven o’clock in the
morning at Ems-Hill. Brother Shaw prayed. Matters were
then fettled concerning the next Affociation which is to be at
Newe¢aftlé-upon-T'yne, the church there to fix the particular
time, &c. After an exhortation, the minifter of the place clofed
the meeting with prayer. It was a feafon of comfort and edi-
fication. The public preaching is well attended. 'I'he church-
es are in peace, and there is reafon to hope that they are upon
the increafe. May the Lord fénd profperity! This Affociation
agreed not to print any letters at prefent.

THE

NORTHAMPTON ASSOCIATION,
Affembled at Kettering, June 9, 10, and 11, 1795.

Tz{g/?{aj evening, fix. Brother Fuller began in prayer, was
chofen Moderator; the letters from the churches were read, and
minutes taken of their contents, and Brother Burton concluded
/in prayer.

Wednefiday morning, fix o’clock.  Brethren Watts, Green-
wood, and Heighton prayed ; and the Circular Letter was read,
which had been drawn up by Brother Fuller, in anfwer to the
following enquiry, WHY 15 IT THAT CHRISTIANS IN THE
PRESENT DAY COME SO FAK SHORT OF THE PRIMITIVE
CHRISTIANS IN THE POSSESSION OF jOY?

Half paft ten, Brother Mills began public worfhip in prayer;
Brother Hoepper preached from Ia. v. 4. What conld have been
doie more to my vineyard that 1 have not done in it 2 Brother Craps
prayed ; Brother Sutcliff preached from Matt. xii. 30. He that
is not with me is againft me, and be that gathercth not with me
Jeattereth abroad. Brother Blindel concluded in praver.

After dinner the Minifters and Meflengers withdrew for the
tranfa&ting of bufinefs, when Mr. Bruin was chofen ‘T'reafarer
to the Fand, inftead of the late Mr. Trinder of Northampron ;
and Brother Morris, Secretary. Five Genilemen were alfo
‘chofen by the Affociation to be Truftees with Mr. Triuder’s
Fxecutors, for his generous legzcy to our poer Minifters. The
colle&ions for the Fund were received ; and the Circular Letter
approved, and ordered to be printed.

Bvening, fix. Brother Pearce prayed; Brother Hall, of Cam-
“ridge, preached from 1 Pet. 1. 8. [In avbom ye rej.ice with joy
~“unfpeakable and full of glory. Brather Ryland concluded in prayer.

T 2 T burfday
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Tharfday morning. Brother Simmons prayed. The Minifters
fpoke their exercifes in the paft year; difpofed of fome monies
in the fund. Recommended it to the Brethren' to keep an ac-
count of their expences in preaching in the villages around
them, and bring it to the Eafter, or O&tober Minifters’ meet-
ing. Appointeg Brother Blundel to draw up the Circular Letter
for next year. On the duty of churches refpefting the encourage-
ment of fpiritual gifts. Voted the thanks of the Affociation to
the Rev. Mr., Toller, and the Independent congregation at
Kettering, for aceommodating us with their place of worthip.

. A motion was made, Whether it would not be lovely, and ac-
cord with primitive chriftianity, if the church, where the Affo-
ciation is hield, were to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and invite
the Minifters and Meflengers of the affociate churches, and

other well-known members of Baptift churches, to unite with
them in'it. Referred to further confideration. '
iDecreafe| Increaf.] 2
< | 59 Sl g 2

z3

Churches Paftors SE g Z[2|E g
ARl iEiczs
S @lalal@El s
1 Lofcos William Fletcher -{-[l-{~f x| 60
2 Sutton-Afhfield  [Charles Briggs 1 -|-jf=-{-1-1 19
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4 Nottingham Richard Hopper 1y - -l 2| 6 < 116
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6 Leicefter Benjamin Cave 38 1{-j| 1, -] -1 131
» Sutton in the Elms |Benjamin Evans 6 1-{l 20 -] -| 43
8 Arnfby Thomas Blundell ol -] 1) 3/-1-1 83
9 Clipftone John Morris 3o -l-1-{-{ 76
3¢ Foxton Jothua Burton -l -l =i~ 23
11 Braunftone John Simmons 2l -} -|l-{-] 1i 28
12 Guiltborough John Edmonds ~fal-l1i-] 2! 80
13 Northampton |- < 2 170
14 Moulton A zj Sl 23
15 Walgrave Alexander Payne - l-l-1 3t -] 2] 3
16 Kettering Andrew Fuller 31 -f6 -} 111
17 Gretton Bl I (| |- 35
18 Oakham Abr. Greenwood 6 -t-] r-{-1 52
i9 Road William Heighton -1 2 -1t 32
20 Olney John Suteliff I I LN I P
21 Thorn -1.1- 3' -1 1] 36
22 St. Alban’s John Gill tr-lehTi-l - 34
23 Spalding Richard Craps I AP Y I VP
24 Soham Francis Bland et ' -l 2| 35
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The next Affociation to be Pheld at sT. ArBaNns, on the
Tuefday, Wednefday and Thurfday, in the fecond Week after
Whitfun-week, May 31, and June 1, and 2z, 1796. Brother
Fuller,and Brother Blundel to preach. Put up at the Woolpack inn.

Obituary.



OBITUARY.

Joserr Tomkins, Efq. Abingdon.

My dear Friend, 1t is certainly a refpeét due to Chrife
tians who have diftinguithed themfelves by their piety to-
wards God, their love of Chrift and their ufefulnefs in the
church and the world, to tranfmit their names and charadters
to pofterity, by the medium of fome public record ; and as your
valuable Regifter has been fometime employed in this way
very ufefully, I would beg the favour of you, if you cando it
conveniently, to make room for the following fhort memoirs
refpe€ting my much-efteemed and truly valuable friend Mr.
Jofeph Tomkins, late of Abingdon, Berks,

The anceftors of this gentleman were diftinguifhed by their
chriftian piety, generofity, and zeal for pure religion and
liberty. His great-grandfather was an excellent minifter of
the gofpel amongft the Proteftant Diffenters of the Baptift
denomination, and, living in the days of perfecution, fuffered
in the good caufe by the hands of violence. Mr. i'Iofeph
Tomkins himfelf was a Diffenter upon principles of con-
{cience, but no bigot toa party; his heart and his houfe were -
open to good men, and efpecially minifters, of all denomi-
nations, whether of the eftablithed Church or Diflenters, to
the more neceflitous of whom in many inftances he fhewed
himfelf a compaflionate friend. He had a mind capable of
literary accomplifhments, but Providence threw him into the
line of bufinefs, which he followed with exemplary diligence,
till his fubftance having encreafed, he gave it up and lived asa
gentleman—notin that idle, trifling, and almoft ufelefs manner
many fo called often do in the country, but in an ceconomical
care of his fubftance and family, in doing good to his neighbours
and friends, In the year 1766, he made a public profeflion
of religion, and was gladly admitted into the fellowfhip of the
Baptift church here. In 1772 he was chofen to the office
of Deacon, which he accepted and executed with the greateft
diligence and fidelity. He was remarkably conftant in his
attendance on the public worfhip amongft us, and the more
private meetings of focial prayer: his own houfe was a
Bethel where God was daily worfhipped, and his conver-
fation in the world ornamented his religious profefion. He
was not only ftriétly juft and honeft, but endeavoured to do
good to all, though efpecially to the houfehold of faith: hence
he was looked up to, and chofen to feveral important trufts,
all which he difcharged with irreproachable care and fidelity.

He loved the pure gofpel of Chrift, entered into the true
fpirit of it, enjoyed much of its peculiar confolations, and

T3 therefore
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therefore exerted himfelf in fupporting and promoting it3
interefts. '

Sometime before. his death he had been fiightly indifpofed
by a cough, with which he was frequently afliCted : this was
¢ncreafeg by a cold, but accompanied with no alarming
fymptoms till within a few days before his death, Heattend-
ed public worfhip on the Lord’s day, and breathed his latt on
the Thurfday following, January23, 1794. The diforder
feemed to fix fuddenly on his lungs, and inflamed them fo,
that it was with much difficulty he could talk to his friends,
or even breathe. I vifited him in this ftate: he received
me with a cheerful countenance, exprefled his apprehenfions of:
the near approach of death, but with entire refignation to the
will of God, enjoying the confolations of the good hope
through grace*. ‘I prayed with him and his friends around
him, took my leave with an heartfelt concern, and faw his
face no more. ‘ B

I preached his funeral-fermon at the time of his inter-
ment, the Tuefday following, to a large auditory, on Mat.
xxiv. 42.~—Watch ye, therefore; for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come, ™
© My acquaintance with him had been more than fifty years,
and all that time a friendfhip fubfifted between us, founded,
I truft, upon truly chriftian principles, to our mutual comfort
and fatisfaltion. My lofs and that of the church, his fur.
viving friends, and the intereft of religion, is very great.

I am, with fincere affection, yours,

Abingdony Sept. 23, 1795, DavieL TURNER.

* Another minifter who was well acquainted with Mr. TomKkins fays,
¢ A more eminently pious, benevolent and ufeful man than he was, in
a private fiation and of elevated rank, I know net. With as much free-
dom even from the appearance of oftentation as in an exemplary mancan
be, it was evidently his ftudy and his delight todo geod. With the firicteft
truth it might be faid of him, that he did not live unto himfelf. Hewasa
bleffing to fociety, an ornament to the profeffion of Chriftianity, and an
honour to our denomination. His equal for univerfal excellence of cha-~
raéter is but {eldom feen. 7To his family, therefore, in its largeft extent ;
to the neighbourhood where he refided, efpecially the poor and diftreffed ;
to the chriftian community with which he was united, and ro the diffent-
irig intereft at large, his death has occafioned a lofs which will be long
felt and lamented. Nor will the circumftances which attended his depar ~
ture he ever forgotten by thofe who witnefled them. That fcripture
perhaps was never more ftrikingly exemplified than it was in him, Mark
24e perfelt manmy and bekold the upright ; for the end of that man is peace.”

Mz,
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Mr. Josuua FrEemaN, North Carolina,

Our wery dear friend, and worthy Brother, Jofhua Free-
man, departed this life, Monday evening the 1cth of Nov.
1794, in the 5gth year of his age. For the piety of his
life, the {pirituality of his converfation, and the extraordi-
nary fervor of his zcal, he was refpected by all his acquaint-
ance, and his memory deferves to be perpetuated. He was
born in Chowan county, North Carolina; his parents were
ftri¢t Epifcopalians. Jofhua was converted under the mi-
niftry of our dear departed brother Jeremizh Dargon ¥,
about 17 years ago, and was received a member of his
church (which is now under the care of the Rev. Robert
Hendry), 2nd became a Deacon of that Society. He fcarcely
ever heard a fermon delivered pathetically but he was ready
t6 break out in praifing and glorifying éod. His deport-
ment was fo very affellionate and zealous, that he gained
the love of all the affociation. The brethren thought them-
felves happy when he was prefent, and there feemed fome-
thing wanting when he was abfent. He poflefled a confiderable
fortune, and fome years paft was captain of a company of
militia, in Bertie county, North Carolina, but refigned his
office. It was evident that he fought not honor from man,
but that which comes from God only. He had many flaves,
but his lenity towards them was remarkable. If any of them
tranfgrefled, his general method of punifhment was to ex-
pofe their faults before the reft and the whole family, when
they were affembled at morning-prayer. His exhortations,
rebukes, and prayers had more effect upon their future con-
du& than if they had been whipped, or in any other way
treated feverely. At the time of family worfhip, he was
often deeply concerned for the fpiritual welfare of his domef-
tics, and his zeal was not the impulfe of a moment, but
continued to the laft. Some time before his death he feemed-
very much refigned to the will of the Lord, and greatly
weaned from the concerns of this life. He was feldom heard
to fay any thing relative to his worldly bufinefs, but his
conftant converfation was about divine things. On Saturday
evening, the 8th of Nov. he went to prayer with his family,
and was immediately after taken with a fit of the paralytic
kind, a complaint under which he had Jaboured about twelve
months. He continued languithing through the Lord’s-
day, and till Monday evening, when he died. His death
ds fincerely lamented by all his friends and connexions.

# An account of this ufc{ﬁl man may be feen in the Regifter, p. 51.
T 4 . NOTES
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NOTES OF DR. RYLAND’S SERMON
OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF ’

The Rev. Wirtiam Nasu Crarke, A. M. Exan,
Preached in that City, Aug. g, 1795.

Heb. xii. 23. Ye are come 1o the fpirits of juff men made perfed.

Dear Brethren! Permit a ftranger, whofe firft interview with
the church in this place has been occalioned by a folemn and
mournful Prov.dence, to recommend to your attention a paflage
the beft fuited, of any he could fele&t, to foothe your {orrow, and
lead you to a due improvement of that bereaving ftroke. Can
any thing be better calculated to moderate our excefs of grief,
and yet to fill our fouls with facred reverence and awe, than a
diftant view of the church triumphant, and a fenfe of our clofe
conueétion with its happy members? A diftant view did I fay?
T mufl corre&t myfelf; the text leads us to confider them as not
far off. 'We are come to the entrance of their happy abodes, and
they are only fcparated from us by a veil rendered almoft tranf-
ﬁarent by the bright light within, and rent afunder in the midft

y our rifen Lord and Forerunner. Ye are come to the fpirits of
Juft men made perfelt. ‘

" The apoftie in the context is reprefenting the peculiar privi-
leges of Believers under the gofpel difpenfation, as far fuperior,
to thofe enjoyed under the former ceconomy.—Under the Mofaic
ceconomy the awful majefty, {potles purity, righteous jealoufy,
and avenging jaftice of God, were efpecially exmbited, with only
an obfcure fhadow of pardoming mercy ; but the gofpel of Jefus,
without derogating from the honor of the divine government, or
admitting the leaft inconfiftency in the divine charadter, delights
us with the fulleft difplay of the exceeding richesof God’s grace.
"The fource of falvation, the medium of acceptance, and nature of
futdre happinefs provided for the people of God, are more clearly
difcovered. Efpecially it is here reprefented as the privilége of.
all true faints to have the moft intimate communion with eachother,
throngh their conneftion with the exalted Mediator: {o that the
church militant 'and the church triumphant are one body, and
the blifs of the latter is now made known and participated by
the former, ' Let us notice,

I The previous chara&er of thofe of our race who are now
become inhabitants of the heavenly world—%%e juf. They are
fuppofed in the text to have been of this defcription before: their
admiffion into that ftate of perfe&ion.

" They were indeed imperfet while here, for thers is not a juf?
man upon earth who doth good and finneth not; nor is there one
who could ftand before God on the ground of his own righteou{-
nefs. But the perfons to'whom the apoftie refers were fuch as
are defcribed in the preceding chapter, who all died in faith; |
and others of a like charadter who had been juftified by faith in
Chrift, for ke juf foall live by faith—Yetare they ftyled juf,
not mepely with reference to -the imputed righteoufnéf}s; rif‘zf

3
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Chrift, which gave them a title to eternal life, but alfo on ac-
count of their inward temper and difpofition ; and though thefe
things are diftin&, yet there is a clofe conneétion between them,
a; will eafily be made to appear. ‘ ;
No man can lay claim to the advantages refulting from Chrift’s
mediation, who does not cordially approve of the plan of re:
demption, and unite with Chrift in the ends of his obedience
unto death ; but he who enters into the views of the Redeemer,
and unites in the defign of his mediation, muft love univerfal
righteoufnefs. He who has no fenfe of the equity of the law, no
regard to the rights of deity, no concern for the fupport of his
government, can neither fee the need nor the excellence of
Chrift’s obedience. On the other hand, he who rightly regards
thefe things, and is a real friend of righteoufnefs, muft approve
a plan of falvation which glorifies God in the higheft, and dif-
countenances fin to the uttermoft, and binds pardoned rebels to
obedience. : ’
It is alfo of importance to obferve, that the juft were brought
to this difpofition while here below, by the influenceof renewing
grace ; for they were once of quite a contrary difpofition till
God gave them a new turn of mind and taught them to love juf-
tice and righteoufnefs. Perhaps a prudent concern for their
worldly intereft might induce them before to be punctual in bu-
finefs ; but they regarded not the rights of deity, nor were they
influenced by the command of God in what they performed, re--
fpetting fallen men: but when renewed they were truly difpofed
to render every one his due, to God the things which were God’s,
to man the things which were man’s, They would then ac.
knowledge, without referve, the juftice of God’s requirements,
and of his denunciations, confefling freely their guilt, and unwor,
thinefs; notdifpofed tocavil at the Law, becaufe by had broken
it, or to think it unjuft becaufe they had forfeited the reward and
deferved the penalty of it: for furely God’s law is as good as if
it had never been violated, or, as if all who trangrefled it had
been of a different {pecies from ourfelves. The fame difpofition
is difcovered in their attachment to the cospsL. Asa juft man
will own his debts when he cannot pay them. And if through.
former negligence or mifcondu@ he had become infolvent, it
would afford him peculiar fatisfalion if another would pay them
for him, that {o his creditor might not lofe his right; though that
would not obliterate his fenfe of his fault in incurring them. Ss
the Chriftian will acknowledge his fanlts with all th:ir aggra-
vations, ‘efpecially to the heart-fearching God, and will be con-
cerned that his great Creditor and Sovereign may not lofe his
due, though he cannot make amends himfelf,  And hence he will
rejoice in the furetithip of Chritt, as rhe Adwocate with the Father
is Jefus Chrift the Rifbteow.—_-He will alfo be juft to the Re-
deemer to confefs himfelf his rightful property, bound to be de-
voted to his fervice; juft to his Lord in giving juft'ideas of true
tcl_igion, adoraing the doétrine of God the Saviour.—Juft t& tile_
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Holy Spirit to acknowledge the change he finds in his difpofition
to be owing to his omnipotent gracealone, fhewing its holy nature,
~—And, juft toward men, defirous to render to every one his due,
doing to all others as he would be done by.

H. The prefent ftate of thofe juft men who died in the Lord ;
their {pirits are made perfec.

This clearly indicates their fubfiftence in a {eparate ftate—a
ftate of confcioufnefs, aftivity, and enjoyment.

It slfo implies they were imperfeét antcecedently to their en-
tering upon that prefent happy ftate. Though from the time of
their converfion, they loved univerfal holinefs, and followed after
abfolute perfeétion, yet they never attained it here. They were
ready to acknowledge, that in many things we offend all. They faw
and lamented manifold defe&ts in their condu&, and efpecially
1 their inward frame of mind towards God and man. Though
they loved God’s whole conduét as far as they underftood it, they
were far from a perfect view of the divine glory and govern-
ment, and they underftood God's wiil but imperfeétiy, and too
often fell thort of what they aimed at, both in their deportment
toward God and toward mankind. Nothing grieved them like
in-dwelling fin. Sometimes, while they cqntzmplated his majefty
and purity, a defeft in their view of the grace and compafion
of the Father of Mergies, as difplayed in the gofpel of his Son,.
occafioned their finking into defpondency and a {pirit of bondage.
Sometimes while they rejoiced in the riches of grace, a defective
view of the grandeur and re@itude of the divine government
and the glory of God, the judge of all, left them expofed, in
fome degree, to temptation, prefumption, fpiritual pride and Je-
vity of mind.—Their beft experiences here were attended with
many mixtures of what was of an oppofite nature, or a counter-
feit kind.—Their zeal was fometimes damped with lukewarm-
nels, or tinftured with unchriftian bitternefs.—joy in God was
hindered by unbelief, or attended with undue felf-exaltation.—
Faith was mixt with prefumption, and godly forrow with finful
deje&ion; &c. 'The temptations of Satan, the trials of the pre-
fent life, the oppofition of enemies, the imprudence of friends,
the influence of bodily conftitution, made thefe defetts appear
in different ways and degrees. Frequently, mifconception or mif-

" reprefentation might aggravate them far beyond the truth; and
yet many really appeared in moft, and all knew more of their
own fecret defe@ts than the moft malignant foe could efpy. They
occalioned a continual warfare, in which every believer finds
much reafon to be athamed and abafed, and much reafon to ad -
mire divine grace, that he is not utterly overcome. : ’

But now the fpirits of the juft who have left this world are
made perfect; their views of God are perfedtly juft, and their
frame of heart perfeftly correfponds with their fenfe of his love-
linefs and glory, and of their obligations.—Their minds are
jutly affeCted with God’s glory and grace, with his majeffy and
mercy. The divine image is completely impreffed upon the:m(i

; , an
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and there is the moft perfe& fymmetry or proportion in every
part : there is nothing defeétive, nothing redundant. - )

It is difficult for us to form an idea of a perfe&t charaler; but
let us try to conceive of one man abfolutely perfet, of a family,
a church, a city, a kingdom, a world, full of juft men made per-
fe@t—perfett in love to God, to each other, to every being that
ought to be loved, and each perfeétly lovely himfelf. O! what
a fweet idea of Heaven would this give us!

And are yot not travelling toward fuch an happy world ? and
fome of our acquaintance have reached it already, your late dear
paftor efpecially. They have got to the end of their race, have
reached the goal, and poflefs the glorious prize! Not merely
a negative perfetion, or a deliverance from forrow, temptation,
fin and difficulty, but they pofitively enjoy God’s prelence and
likenefs, without any impediment to their blifs, or imperfettion
in their purity. They want pothing but the refurre&ion of their
bodies, which they fhortly expe&, and the completion of Chrift’s
myftical body by the ingathering of the reft of his ele&®, and
they quietly rely on almighty grace to accomplifh this in due
time.

III. The conne&ionof believers in this life with thefe fpirits
of the juft who are made perfe&. Ye are come to them, fays the
apoftle.

All who have received Jefus Chrit are now the children of
God, the heirs of glory, belong to the fame bleflfed family. Only
(may I be allowed to fay), you are at {chool; their education
is finifhed, and they are fetched home. But you have the fame
Father, who hath loved you and given you good hope through
grace ; the fame bleffed Redeemer, who gave himfelf for you,
and, after pafling through greater difficulties than he will ever
call any of his followers to endure, is entered as your fore-
runner within the vail-—~You have alfo the fame Santtifier, even
the Holy Spirit, who is the earneft of the promifed inheritance.
You have a pleafing defcription of their happy ftate, and are en-
abled by faith to realize it. God is granting you additianal en-
couragement to your faith by the dying teftimony of his children,
whom he has taken home before you, and whom you have feen
fupported in the near profpe& of diffolution, by the evident fore-
taftes of heavenly happinefs. Death, in their cafe, has evidently
been fwallowed up In vi®ory; and the fame grace is fufficient
for you alfo. = Surely fuch views may well fupport you under the
troubles and viciffitudes of life, and prove an antidote to the fears
of death. 'This thould reconcile us to the death of our chriftian
friends, and induce us to imitate their faith, and follow their ex-
ample whereinfoever they followed Chrift.

Here Dr. Ryland added a particular application of this {ubjedt,
by way of more direétly improving the providence which had
prought the aflembly together. His addrefs to the church is
- : omitted;
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omitted, that we may give a full account, of the excellent
man whofe deceafe occafioned it.

AN ACCOUNT
- Of the Rev. Mr. WiLriam CLARKE.

" The Rev. Mr. William Nafh Clarke was born in London,
Eriday, April 21, (old ftile,j 1732. He was a fon of the Rev,
Mr. Abrzham Clarke, who at firft was united to the General
Baptifts, but on the change of his fentiments, joined the church
then under the care of the famous Rev. Samuel Wilfon, and
afterwards becaine paftor of the Baptift Church, at Blunham, in
Bedfordfhire. William, his amiable fon, was imprefled with a
fenfe of the vaft importance of divine things in very early life,
and thought he was called by grace when he was about ten
years of age, under the miniftry of the renowned Mr. White-
field. At Kennington Common, at Charles’s-{quare, and where- .
ever he could he followed that holy man, difcovering great
avidity for ‘his journals as foon as ever they appeared, with
earneft defires for his fuccefs: and indeed, he heard Mr. W hite-
field’s laft fermon in this country. At his firft making ‘a pro-
feffion of religion he gave himfelf up to the Baptit Church,
then and now meeting in Devonfhire Square, byt foon after-
ward removed his communion to the Church in Wild-ftreet, at
that time under the paftoral care of Dr. Jofeph Stennett, by
which church he was called to'the facred work of the Miniftry,
aiid, for the'acquiring ufeful knowledge, was placed under the care
of the late Dr. Llewelyn, for feveral years, till he decliped the
academy; and then, for a fhort time, under the late Dr. Samuel
Stennett.

“Inthe year 1761, the Baptift Church in Unigorn Yard, Tooley-
ftreet, London, then deftitute of a paftor, by the refignation of the
Rev. Mr. Jofiah Thompfon, having been very acceptably fupplyed
by Mr. Clarke, invited him to labour more ﬁatcd]y among them
with a view to the paftoral office, and in O&ober 1762, he was
ordained. The church at this period was in very low and de-
jé&ted circumitances, but it pleafed God to blefs his miniftry for
the converfion of finners and edification of faints, fo that there
was frequently one faying, I am the Lord’s, and another fub-
feribing with his hand to the God of Jacob.” "Hence, in
about twenty years, upwards of one hundred and twenty members
were added, and perhaps for that feafon no paftor and people
were more happy in each other. ~ About the clofe of that period,
Hrael not-being gathered as heretofore, his beart was difcouraged ;
and, under an apprehenfion that his ufefulnefs in this connexion
was at an end, he refigned the paftoral office in March 1785~
Since then, feveral deﬁitute churches have been favoured with
his fervices. With one of thefe focieties, ‘it was thought, he
would have fettled ; but, after a fair trial, it was evident his
' ’ o ' C preaghing
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preaching could not fuit them, for they were defirous that he
fhould be often faying, How much a perfon might live in fin
and neverthelefs be a child of God 5 whereas he was frequently
thewing, How far a perfon might go under a profeffion of reli
gion, and yet be an enemy of God and a child of the devil. An
unexpe&ted providence led him to Exeier, where he laboured
with much acceptance and ufefulnefs the five or fix laft years of
his life. He was a man of unaffeted gravity, yet cheerful and
affable, and fo eafy of accefs, that the religious poor found it not
difficult to converfe freely with him on the importaat concerns
of their fouls. -

He was remarkable for prudence and fweetnefs of temper,
united with firmnefs and fteady attachment to the truth. His
preaching was pratical and fearching, under a convittion of the
danger and f{pread of Antinomianifm. His concern was not o
much that the people of his charge fhould be-able difputants, as
that they fhould exemplify the genuine influence of chriftian doc-
trines in an holy, humble, exemplary walk and converfation. Nor
did he only preach in the pulpit, but outof it. His deportment
uniformly exemplified the truth of the apoftle’s affertion, that
the grace of God teacheth ta deny all ungodiinefi and worldly lufis,
and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent ewil avorld.
His people were witneffes, and God alfo, how holily and juftly
and unblameably he behaved, and how he exhorted and comforted
and charged every one nnder his care, as a father does his chil.
dren, that they would walk worthy of God. If fome were ready
to think he drew the chriftian chara&ler in an high ftyle, they
fhould remember that he kept the fame mark in view which he
fet before others, and was conftant and unwearied in prefling to~
wards it. While he extolled the Redeemer, and thewed what
Chrift 75, he alfo thewed what chriftians fbould be, as they are
415 followers. He was not only a warm, pathetic preacher him-
felf, but an encourager of fuch by his frequent attendance on
their occafional fervices.

As a {cholar, his acquirements were confiderable. The degree
of A.M. was conferred on him by the college at Providence,
Rhode ifland, in the year 1769. The Particular Baptift Fund
in London judged him a proper perfon to infirut others whofe
views were direfted to fanftuary fervice *; and feveral were

* The principal perfons who ftudied under Mr. Clarke are, Mr. ?‘70)&
Sandys, now at Harlow ; Mr. Lconard Ray, afterwards at Aberdeen, fince
dead ; Mr. George Hall, of Ipfwich ; Mr. William Button, of London; Mr.
Daniel Gillard, tormerly at Folk ftone, now at Hammerfmith : Mr. Femer
Brown, of Potter’s-fireet, near Harlow ; and Henry Coxe Mafon, A. M.
Southwark, who finithed his education at Oxford. Of thefe feven gena
tlemen, the firft four were called to the miniftry by the church at Uni-
corn~yard, while Mr. Clarke was paftor of it, and alfc Mr. Peter Edwards
lately removed from a Baptift church at Portfmouth. Mr. Fofepk Sprague,
and Mr, Semuel Rumfon, were fent into the facred work under Mr., Clarke’s
direction while he was paftor at Exon,

placed
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placed under his tuition. Vet little or nothing of human lite«
rature appeared in his public difcourfes. So remote was he from
pedantry, that it might be truly faid he was < clothed with humi-
lity,” always entertaining the higheft opinion of the talents of
others, and the meaneft of his own. Though repeatedly in-
treated to publifh feveral difcourfes delivered occafionally and
fome ftatedly, yet, fuch was his extreme modefty, that he could
not be prevailed on to {uffer any thing of his to appear in print,
except a funeral oration or two; an introduttory fervice at the ordi-
nation of the Rev. Mr. Booth; a fermon preached to the churchat
Mazepond upon their declaration of having chofen the Rev. Mr.
James Dore for their paftor; and an addrefs to the church in
Broadmead, Brifto], on the fettlement of the Rev. Dr. Ryland }.

Whilft he was poflefled of rich and heavenly treafure, the vef.
{el into which it was put was truly earthen. A diforder of the
epileptic kind was interwoven with his conflitution, to which in
the latter part of his life was added that painful complaint to
which hard ftudents are more or lefs fubjeét—the flone ; yet he
bore all with ferenity, fortitude, and holy refignation to the di-
vine will.

- About fix months before his laft afliCtion, he was feized with
a violent pain which rendered him unable to fet his foot to the
ground ; and after this attack, occafioned perhaps by living too
fow, he was never quite well. On Lord’s-day, July 1g9th, he
was feized with fuch a fainting-fit as induced a fear that he could
not be recovered from it; however, he revived a little, and the
hopes of his friends ‘bloomed, but by very alarming {ymptoms
they were foon blighted. The following Tuefday an amizble
chriftian-brother vifited him, informing him that the church was
going to meet for prayer on his account. On hearing this, he
defired the church might be informed, That ¢ his views were
fixed on the heavenly ftate. That he was contemplating that ftate
as an holy one; and it afforded him much pleafure to think on
‘the employment as perfe&tly holy, on the company as all holy,
and the enjoyments as all holy: there would be nothing to dif-
turb the long and lafting repofe of the happy inhabitants; and
above all,” he added with delightful energy, *¢ 1 fhall fee my
Jefus face to face.” That night, though his pain was great, in
his waking moments he poflfefled a calm ferenity, and frequent-
1y alluded to Dr. Watts’s paraphrafe on the 146th pfalm.

I’ll praife him while he lends me breath,

And when my voice is loit irr death,
Praife fhall employ my nobler pow’rs

My days of praife fhall ne’er be paft

While life, or thought, or being laft,

" Or immortality endures.

©On this laft line he lald a particular emphafis,

4 Sce this in the Baptift Annuat Regifter, Nov, 1754. p. 123.
[}
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To a young minifter § who wentto fee him cn Wednefday,
he faid, ¢ I know not what the Lord is about to do ; but he will
do all things well.” A few minutes after; with much ferioufnefs
and affetion, he took him by the hand and faid, <* My dear
brother, I now fee and feel the importance of thofe things that
I have fo much infifted on in my preaching, refpefting the na-
ture of true religion, and which has occafioned me fome enemies.
I hope the Lord will blefs you, and help you to go forward ia
your work as you have begun: but be fure you muft meet with
enemies, for as there are fo- many refuges of lies, in which mul-
titudes put their confidence, when you infift on the nature of
genuine religion, they will be offended. Numbers wifh to be
made happy 4y God, but the truly religious wifh to be made.
happy in God.”

Through the reft of the week he was comfortable in his foul,
and gave {fuitable advice to all who came near him. On Sa-
turday he appeared to be in a waiting pofture for the coming of
his Lord. To a young man, one of the firft fiuits of his minif-
try at Exon, coming in, he faid to him, ¢ You are my joy ; and
I hope you will be the crown of my rejoicing. My joy has been
increafed by the uniform walk you have hitherto maintained.—
Expe& temptations in your. future warfare, but cleave to the
Lord with purpofe of heart.”” This was a weeping feafon to all
prefent. The fame frame of mind he poffefied on the Lord’s-day,
though he was in much pain. Monday, he faid, ¢ It is almoft
over.” Finding death evidentiy approaching, he would be raifed
on his knees in the bed to pray, but was {o weak that he was
forced to reft on his elbow. He was earneft and excellent. Firft
he commended himfelf to the Lord.—Twice he prayed for the
charch, and twice for Mrs. Clarke, then for the caufe of Chrift
at large, not forgetting the Miflionaries among the heathen ; and
finally clofed witha folemn furrender of himfelf again unto God |}.
Tuefday, he told a friend that * he was happy in having the
people of God with him; that he was not to change his com-
pany, bug only his ftate; he thould fill be with God’s people,
and they would be all gerfesz.””  This night, between his flum-
bers, he was quite compofed, frequently faying, ¢« Come—coms
~—Come, Lord Jefus.” A dear friend replied, ¢ He is juft
come ;> to-which he anfwered, ¢ Yes.”” He often had recourfe
to the §57th hymn of the Selection, < Guide me, O thou great
Jehovah,” &c. On Wednefday morning his fpeech began to
fail him; but in the after-part of the day he called his much-
loved wife to him, and faid, ¢ My dear, kifs me.”” When Mrs.
Clarke had kiffed him, and other friends prefent had done the
fame, he in a moft folemn manner faid, ¢ God blefs you ali—
farewel!” Yet after this, about two hours before he died, he

. § Mr. Joleph Lee Sprague.
Il Tam not able to fuy whether this mention of hit prayer is inferted
in its-right place @r not. EniTor.
liftened



280 THE OBITUARY:

liftened with much pleafure to feveral paffages quoted by a friends
defcriptive of the heavenly ftate, efpecially this, they fball fee bis
JSace, and bis name fball be in their forebeads ; to which he replied,
< A diftinguithing mark, and an unfpeakable pleafure.”

The fame friend, fearing it was painful for him to fpeak, re-
peated a verfe out of one of Dr. Doddridge’s hymns, defiring
him to hold up his hand if he found himfelf happy. When
thefe lines of it had been mentioned,

¢ And dying clajp thee in mine arms,
The antidote of death,”

He held up both his hands, and c/afped them together with a
degree of earneftnefs beyorid what 1t was thought his ftrength
would have permited. After this, he difcovered fome tokens of
diftrefs ; but being afked, ¢ Is all well ?”” he replied, ¢ All is
well,”” and added nothing more, but ¢ Come—Come, Lord ;”’ and
about nine o’clock, July 2gth, his Lord came, when this faithful
fervant fell afleep in Jefus, having entered on the 64th year of his
age. The following Lord’s-day evening his remains were car-
ried from his houfe, and depofited in the Baptift burying-ground
in Parifh. ftreet, Exon. The Rev. Mr. Giles, a minifter of the
Independent denomination, lately ¢ome to that city, obligingly
performed the funeral-fervice 3 and, the next Sabbath, the Rev.
Dr. Ryland, of Briftol, in confequence of Mr. Clarke’s defire, de-
livered the funeral-fermon, the outline of which precedes this
article.*

The following, taken from a charming Manufcript called, T%e
Parfonic Garden, in which numerous minifters are compared
to different fhrubs and flowers, may ferve as an

EriTarn

On the Rev. Wirr1am Crarke, A, M.

Clarke, a Sweet-William, whofe expanded breaft;
With every grace, indulgent heav’n had blett;
Judicious, humble, affable and calm,

His mind was beauty, and his breath was balm.

* This account is colieted from one of the laft letters writtén by the
tare excellent Dr. Stennett ; from a fketch of Mr. Clarke’s hiftory at Uni-
corn-yard, by Mr. Jofeph Deriner; from a letter written by Mr. Samuel
Rumion, of Exon ; nor leaft of ail from the clofing part of Dr, Ryland’s
funeral fermon for Mr. Clarke.

Rev. Mr. Hutchins, the prefent paftor of the church at Unicorn-yard;
alfo preached a funeral ditcourie on this occafion, from Rev. xiv. 13.
Bleffed are the dead, &,

Mrs:



( 281 )

Mrs. RAcueL Furman, South Carolina.

In the courfe of the laft year died Mrs. Rachel Furman,
at the High Hills of Santee; South Caroliua, in the 73d year
of her age. She was relict of Wood Fuiman, « fq. Ordi-
nary, or Judge of Probates; ot Camden diftrict, in that
State, who died eleven ycars before her, and with whom ihe
had lived happily in the conjugal -elation upwards of forty
years. She was a native of the State of New Yo'k, her
maiden name was Brodhead, and fne belonged to a fenuly
of refpectability in that country, The prefent ¢ieneral Brod-
head, of Fennfyivania, who firved with much credit in the
army in the t.me of the American revolution, is fon to her
oldeft brother. She was brought up inareligious ¢ nnexion
with the Prefbyterians; and lived about tweive years u:.der
the miniftry of Dr. Pemberton and Mr. Boftwiek, in the
city of New York. Under ihe labours of thefe Gentiemen,
but efpecially of the former, and o- Mr. Whitefield, who
always preached in his church when in New York, the fle
many tendér impreffions. But fhe dated her converfion at
a later period, when fhe lived in South Carolina, at a place
where fthe had n:t convenient opportunities of attending
public ordinances. This was about the year 1763. /A
mournful providence led to it. The {mali-pox, at thut time
greatly feared, broke outin Charlefton: Maay perfons im-
mediately fled : among the reft an elderly Lady, who, being
an acquaintance, tcok fanctuary at Mr. Furman’s, whofe refi-
dence was not many miles from the city. As fhe3sas a Lady
of much gaiety, the family, in confequence of her being in t,
and yielding to her tafte, were put out of their ufual ftyle
of living, which was generally ferious, and for about ten
days might be faid to be in an almoft conftant ftate of levity.
‘The Lady was then taken extremely ill, the diforder proved
to be the fmall-pox, and in a few days terminared in death.
Mr. Furman, and his youngeft fon, the latter being then a
child about eight years old, fled as {foon as the complaint
was difcovered to be the fmall-pox; as they never had it;
and fearing the contagion, were preventzd yeturning for fome
weeks : during this time Mrs. Furman was left uione with
the fervants, and her only daughter alfo a child. T'he fcene
of death was before her in its moft awful colours. They
received an heightening from ber lonely fituaton. The
levity which had uniformly appeared in the unhappy woman,
fo tuddenly fiawched out of time into eternity, without any
marks of rejentanice, or of the lealt feriouLicts ; and the
confcioufne(s \hat fbe 4ifo hzd beea a partaker in the laft {cenes
of the other’s foliy and theughtleflnefs, and was herelf un-

SEP. 17Q€, V. nrenarad
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prepared to die; ferved to faften deep convi@ions in her
mind, and drove her, as her laft refource, to earneft prayer,
in which, on the principles of the gofpel which the under-
ftood, and had before in fome meafure approved, fhe ap--
plied for merey at the throne of grace. While thus earneft-
ly engaged, one day in a place of retirement, fuch as the
country life affords, and pleading the merit of the Redeemer
for her pardon and acceptance, the was delivered from the
burden of guilt, and felt herfelf reconciled to God by the
death of his Son. She then melted into the moft tender
frame of foul, under an exquifite fenfe of divine love, and
felt an inexpreflible tranfport of joy and gratitude. To ufe
her own' expreflion, “ As I returned to the place of my
abode, the heavens, the earth, the trees, the grafs, and all
nature around, feemed to fmile on me in token of the divine
favour; and to unite in one general fong of praife to God,
infinitely good and merciful.”

She was much aflifted afterwards in reading Doddridge’s
Rife and Progrefs of Religion in the Soul, Herv®y’s Medi-
tations and Dialogues, Edwards on Religious Affeltions, and
Andrew Gray’s animated and experimental Difcourfes : moft
of which indeed fhe had been before acquainted with, but
now better underftood them, and felt their force. Some
time after this, by reading the difpute between Dr. Finley-
and Mr. Abel Morgan, fhe received favourable impreflions
refpecting the fentiments of the Baptifts, with whom fhe at
that time had no perfonal acquaintance. But in the year
1770, the fumily removed to the High Hills of Santee; there
@ glorious work of ‘grace had juft begun, under the miniftr
of the Rev. Jofeph Rees, of the Baptiﬁ church. The firft time
fhe faw the ordinance of baptifm by immerfion adminiftered,
fhe was fully convinced it was the true baptifm of the New
Teftament, and felt defires to comply with the duty; but
from fome reafons was kept back till the time when
her youngeft fon, before referred to, and now minifter of
the Eaptiﬁ chureh in Charlefton, having, as he trufted, ex-
perienced the power of all-conquering grate, was induced
to make a religious profeflion, and embrace the holy ordi-
nances of the Redecemer. She could refrain no longer; but
came forward at the {ame time, and fubmitted to the divine
inftitution, under the hands of the pious Mr. Rees. She
was ever after a ferious profeffor, an experienced and exem-
plary chriftian ; beloved and refpected by all her acquaintance:
a lover of the pure doltrines of the gofpel which fhe read,
and heard with emotion; and an earneft and conftant atten-
dant on the exercifes of both public and private devetion.
The natural warmth of her temper fometines hwrried her

inte
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into little imprudencies, fuch as properly fall under the de=
fcription of human frailties; but thefe, on refletion; oca
cafioned her much forrow and humiliation. Confcientiouf~
nefs, fincerity,. juftice, and benevolence, were leading traits
in her charatter. In 1787, fhe came with her fon to Charle-
fton, on his fettlement there; but the noife and hurry. of the
city-life did not now fuit her tafte, or frame of fpirit. She
withed retirement, and in 1789, returned to the High Hills
of Santee; there fhe continued, except during the time of a
thort vifit to Charlefton, till the time of her death. She had
often thought of this important event, and been earneft in
preparing for it; and appeared poffeflfed of a well founded
and rational confidence that it would be 2 happy change to
her. The laft time her fon faw her, the exprefled much
fatisfaCtion on the fubje&t; faid, fhe had been apprehenfive.
the thould have feen him no more; and thought that inter~
view probably would be the laft ; to which the faid, her mind
felt reconciled in the profpect of a future meeting in a happy
immortality. . -

. She was active for a perfon of her years, and, but a little
before her death, appeared more healthy and vigorous than
ordinary. But being feized- with a violent putrid fever,
which greatly affeted her head (as her fevers generally did),
the had very little exercife of her rational powers, till the
difeafe terminated in death. Ina few lucid moments, fhe
manifefted the devotional and benevolent temper fo chara&er-
iftic of her; and then refigned her foul into the hands -of her
God and Redeemer, the 15th of O&ober 1794,

~ In addition to the lofs of his honored mother, the Rev.
Mr. Furman, and family, were, in the laft February, called
to weep over a beloved young child, (who was named John
Gano, after our worthy friend now at Kentuckey,) taken
from their embraces by God’s awful meflenger.

Rev. Dr. StiLes, New-Haven, CONNECTICUT.

In the evening of Tuefday, May 12, 1795, after five days
illnefs of a bilious fever, departed this life, in the hope of a
blefled immortality, the Rev. Ezra Stiles, S. T. D. L. L. D,
Prefident of Yale College, in the fixty-eighth year of his age.

His funeral was attended on the Tuefday following. The
corpfe was born to the Brick Meeting-houfe, by a number
of tae moft refpectable citizens of New-Haven, in a pro-
cefion confifting of the Undergraduates, Bachelors, and
" Officers of the College, feveral Members of the Corporation,
the neighbouring Clergy, and a large concourfe of the in-
babitants of the city, and its vicinity. A well adapted and

v 2 excellent
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excellent fermon was then delivered before a numerous and
deeply affeCted audience, by the Rev. Dr. Dana, from John
xiv. 2. In my Father’s houfe are many manfions, After divine
fervice the interment was performed with decency and folem-
nity.

)P!reﬁdent Stiles was born at North-Haven, Nov. 29th,
A.D. 1727, O.S. He was graduated at Yale College in
the year 17463 and in 1749, was called to the office of a
tutor in the college, in which ftation he continued fix years.
He was fettled in the paftoral office at Newport, in Rhode-
Ifland, in the year 1755. In 1776, being obliged by the
events of the war to leave his congregation at Newport, he
was called to preach at Portfmouth, in New-Hampthire ; at
which place he declined an offered fettlement, hoping at fome
future period his flock might be regathered, and that he might
again take the overfight of them at Newport.

In 1777, he was eleéted Prefident of Yale College, and
afterwards Profeffor of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory; and in June
1778, was inftalled in the Prefidentthip, in which he con-
tinued till his death. He maintained an extenfive literary
correfpondence with learned men on both fides of the Adan-
tic; was a member of the moft refpetable Philofophical
focieties in America, and received the firft honours of {fome
of the principal univerfities in the United States, and Great
Britain.

Poffeffed of great ftrength and fingular verfatility of ge-
nius, he applied himfelf at an early period of life to the ftudy
of literature and general fcience ; and by unwearied affiduity,
united with an extraordinary acumen of mind, aad retentive-
nefs of memory, foon raifed himfelf to that confpicuous rank
which he richly merited, and long enjoyed in the literary
world.  Of the various ftations, which in the courfe of pro-
vidence he was called to fill, he difcharged the functions with
fingular ability and reputation. His mind, formed by nature
to familiarize the moft abftrufe, and to give novelty and ele-
vation to the moft familiar fubjeéls, was peculiarly calculated
for the duties of that office which he fuftained in the republic.
of letters, and in which he became fignally inftrumental in
promoting the happinefs of his country, and of mankind, by
diffeminating the principles of religion, morality,and ufeful
knowledge. Elevated by chriftian hope and fortitude above
the dread of temporal misfortunes, endowed with the tendereft -
fenfibility of mind, but patient and fubmiffive under trials the
moft fevere; humble in the midft of exaltation and literary
fame, benevolent and: charitable to ally he < held his courfe
unfaultering,” in the paths of {cience and virtue, and laud-
ably deveted his time and talents to the fervice of m_ankindk

s
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As a minifter of the gofpel he was diftinguifhed for very
uncommon attainments in theological learning, for manly
cloquenee and fervid piety. In difcharginﬁ the duties of life,
it was the objet of his conftant and higheft ambition to be an
humble follower of the meek and lowly Jefus. The more
fublime and glorious truths of chriftianity were the fubjets
of his pulpi eloquence, and on which he ever converfed
with an evangelical delight and rapture.

His manners in conduct and life were uniformly regulated
by an habitual regard to the great ends of exiftence: and into
his moft familiar converfe he introduced the important doc-
trines of religion with a pertinency, grace and propriety,
which always commanded admiration, Amidft the frequent
and violent attacks which have been direCted againft the
chriftian faith, he ftood unthaken, and gloried in the crofs of
Chriit. ST

His charalter refleted dignity on the literary inftitution
over which he prefided. In the intricacies of fcience he was
<« always ready, always adequate.” " Poflefling in an eminent

egree, the faculty of infufing with facility the principles of
ufcful fcience into the minds of his pupils; his academic du-
ties were his delight. From the repofitories of learning he
had colleéted a rich and copious ftore of knowledge, by the
faithful diftribution of which he has fignally contributed to
the honor and improvement of his country. He was ever
folicitoufly attentive to the welfare of thofe with whofe edu-
cation he was entrufted—and in his declining years enjoyed
the fatisfaction of witnefling the profperity and rifing eminence
of many, whom his parental care and literary labours had
qualified for extenfive ufefulnefs in life.

In his domeftic relations he poffeffed all thofe qualities
which adorn humanity, and render focial life a blefling.—
Polite without affettation, learned without arrogance, chari-
table without oftentation, condefcending in manners, familiar
but dignified, candidbut independent in {entiment, and fcru-
puloufly juft; he at once commanded reverence, and con-
ciliated the affe@ions of all. ‘

Of fuch an affemblage of varied excellence in a fingle
perfon, the world has afforded but few examples. By the
death of this diftinguifhed charater, the wuniverfity over
which he prefided has loft an ineftimable treafure of wifdom
and learning ; his bereaved family a faithful aad affe€tionate
counfellor, guardian and protetor; the church of Chrift 2
firm and ftable pillar; literature and fcience a diftinguifhed
luminary; liberty and the rights of human nature an able and
ftrenuous advocate ; and the world a virtuous man,

v 3 Rev.
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Mr. THomAs TRINDER
Latea Deacon of the Baptift Church at Northampton.

MosT of the biographical traits publifhed in the Regilter
were given'by fome affeCtionate ‘furvivors of our deceafed
fiiends, who, in general, have been ftudious to exhibit their
excellencies ; and indeed thefe fhould be held up to imitation.
But a greater variety of charatter and confliG may be expe&t-
ed from the diary of a good man, intended to be an hiftory
of himfelf, for his own ufe.” The fame may be faid of fhects
written, as in the prefent inftance, for the information of a
bofom friend. ~Mr. T'rinder drew up, at the requeft, and
for the perufal of his wife *, the account of the earlier {tages
of his experience, which is here confiderably abridged. In
it he gives an undifguifed ftatement of his whole cafe. He
inferts his pains among his pleafures, and reminds us of that
comprehenfive paflage, The heart knows his own bitternefs,
and a firanger doth not intermeddle with his jsy.

PART L

T was at Mr. Wells’s fchool, in Cheltenham, Gloucefterfhire,
when I firft heard the gofpel trumpet blown. Though m
parents, and almott a]l my relations,” were members of the Efta-
blithment, #bat was o objection to my being in this family,
and attending public worfhip with its members, efpecially if
I went to the church and meeting alternately once a fortnight,
I attended the latter but a few times before I was convinced
that the manner of worfhip had a greater fimplicity and folems
nity than what I had always been ufed to fothat afterwards I
feli but little defire to attend the eftablithed charch, and nevei
went but to fave my word. ~ - ’ '

But this was very far trom being a change of foul; I had the
fane heart as ever. ¢ No outward forms can make us clean.”
The truly chriftian {pirit, and amiable condu&} of my mafter,
and his excellent partnet in life,  gained my love to them, and
the profeflion they made ;,but I drd not know what my naturé
Wwas, nor had I the eaf? notion of God’s method of falvation.

* In the year 1757, Cheltenham was highly favoured with
gofpel minifters of the church of England—no lefs than four
during the feafon : Rev. Mr, Talbot, Lord Talbot’s brather ; Rey.
Mr. Downing, cliaplain to Lord Dartmouthy Rev. Mr. Stilling-
fleet, chapldin to Lord Barrymore : and the Rey. My. Madan:
they all preached, but Mr. Madan more than the others. :
*'Qn the 17th of July, that year, I firft heard the Rev. Mr.

* An account of Mrs. Trinder is in the former volume of the Regifter,
page 135. - o - : ‘ :
‘ Ma_daq,
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Madan. His difcourfe was founded upon the iii chap. of John’s
gofpel and the firft nine verfes, containing the conference
petween Nicodemus and our Lord Jefus Chrift. I do not intend
to give any larger account of his fermon, than juft to fay, he
fhewed what regeneration was not; but more particularly what it
was., The word wasarmed with powertome. I wasconvinced I
had never experienced the great change; I faw the neceflity of
it, and that without it I thould be miferable to all eternity.
When fervice was over, I came home with my mafter and fchool-
fellows, but I think it was with great difficulty that I could re-
frain from tears in going along. the ftreets. When at home, I
retired into my chamber, upon my knees, there to give vent to
my tears, and prayed, if I could pray, that I might be born again.
I felt that I was a loft creature. As Ican at prefent pafs a better
judgment upon the former ftate of my mind, than Icould then,
T muft in honefty declare, though I am well perfwaded r/)it was
;the beginning of the work of God upon my foul, and his real
work ; that [ now fee there was an abundance of pride and
hypocrify in me: and even thofe convitions were, in part, pro-
duced by the awful and affe(ting mapner in which truth was
delivered, and in fome meafure owing to the force of oratory,
which worked up my paflions to.a ferment: for the fame day, I
believe, I could not recolle&t one fingle fentence more of the
fermon, than the pertinent remarks the Preacher made concern-
ing fome of the cuftoms of the Pharifees.

For fome time my paffions continued affe@ed, but I was able
in a few days 1o recoile&t more and more of the fcrmon. I re-
member withall, that I had a longing defire my mafter thould
know it; though, after many endeavours, I was never able to
difcover it tohim. He, however, made the difcovery before I was
aware, One evening, towards the latter end of the fame week I
think it was, being in deep refleftion, T had my firft fcriptural view
of Chrift. I revolved over his fufferings, and felt fo ftrong an im-
preflion of them upon my own foul, that I faw I was the bitter caufe
of all, and wept, I believe, all the time. The hymn thar then oc-
curred to my t{:oughts was of particular fervice to me, and has been
many times fince. My refieCtions were only an enlargement of
it, with apPlication. Mr, Wells was the author, and it was
never in print I think. It contains the breathings of a wounded
finner to his wounded Saviour.

O the depth of Jefu’s love!

He doth fet the pris’ners free ;
He did all my fins remove,

When he bore them,on the tree.

1 was overwhelm’d in'fin,
All my nature was defil'd ;
He has made my nature clean,
And Jehovah’s law fulfill’d.
v 4 I with
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I with wonder and amaze,
Do ,y faith my Saviour view ;
And as [ upon him gaze, ‘
He his beauty deigns to fhew.

Jefu’s love has won my heart,

" He to me is precious now ;

I believe he felt my fmart,

" By the wreath that bound his brow,

By the fcourge, the nails, the tpear,
" By the vital flowing ftream,
By the forraws that he bore !

Thus my free falvation came.

I can always find relief,

When I view the flaughter’d Lamb ;
He has {urely borne my grief,

I rejoice in Jefu’s name.

Shout ye heavenly choir above ;

. Shout ye {ons of men below ;

We from Jefu’s wounds do prqve,
Streams of {weet falvation flow,

At that time, I thought more of the bodily pains and igno-
miny of Jefus, than of the inward tortures of his foul. Hig
mangled body all befmeared with blood ; the whole weight
of it, fupporiel by the nails, refting entirely upon thofe
fmarting wounds, excited ftrong and lively emotions in my
foul: my confcience was wounded to find I was the caufe
of all his forrow. Regret, pity, and f{ympathy, werked
ftrongly on my heart; when I was convicted I had virtually
made all thofe wounds, and that they were my due. It was
then I received a fenfe of pardon, under the notion of a plaifter
for my wounds. I relate the ideas and feelings of a babe as
fuch. At this time my foul was all on fire for the preaching of
the word, and about th.ee of my fchool-fellows got together
after fchool, in our ropm, and read the New Teftament. The
Gofpei according to fohn wrought moft uypon me, but chiefly
the 8 or g laft chapters; thefe I read over and over privately to
myfelf. - '

' yI with fome others who were moft afefted, were ready to break
through the rules of decency and good manners to hear but a fingle
word concerning f:lvation. I well remember, that whenever Mr.
Madan came to Mr. Wells’s, as he commonly did two or three
times a week (Mr. Wells being almoft the only religious perfon
that he and his brethren were converfant with in Cheltenham),
if we could obtain the knowledge of it, we fhould immediately

reg
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run down from fchool ; and happieft was he who could obtain
the key hole to hear the converfation. ’

" Having tafted fomething of the richnefs of the gofpel feaft, I
was very earneft that others, efpecially my relations fhould
enjoy the fame likewife; and when Mr. Madan preached at a
village, about fix miles from Cheltenham, I wrote a letter to
them, to entreat them to hear fuch a minifter as they never heard
before in their lives. I firmly thought they furely muft be con-
verted by his preaching. But I foon found to the contrary.
The notion having fpread of his being a Methodift, prejudiced
their minds againit him, and I was fadly mortified to hear them
repeat (though not with much approbation them/elves) the fenti-
ments and railleries of others againft him. I remember, in
my zeal, to have wrote a long epiftle to my brothers, while at
fenool, which I backed with a great number of fuch paffages of
fcripture as I thought the moft ftriking and convincing. When Mr.
Madan preached again at the fame place, I earnéitly entreated
the.a Yo hear him once more, afluring them in the moft folemn
manyer I was able, that they might never have fuch another
opportunity in their lives. ’

A defire of fpreading, as much as in my power lay, the fa-
vour of the name of Chrift, which was indeed like precious
ointment poured forth to my foul, made me rejoice at every
opportunity, when at home, of urging the neceflity of an in-
tereft in him. ButI foon found that the beft mecicines are of
ufe only to fuch, who being difeafed, feelthe need of them.

About the beginniag of September following, I took a journey
to London, where [ continued but three wecks, and departed
from it with greater relutance than is eafily tobe imagined ; for
whilit there, it was a painful confideration to me that I could
hear bat one gofpel mirifter ata time. I was tempted to wifh
for a plurality of {ouls and bodies, that I might have heard
them all. '

On my retura to Gloucefterfhire, I took a tour into Hamp-
fhire to fee fome friends, in which Providence again favoured
me. There was in the fame coach a diflenting minifter of New- -
bury, Berks, who foon difcovered what'I was, and treated me
with the gentlenefs of a new-born foul. He had enjoycd a per-
fonal acquaintance with Dr. Watts, and knew men and things
extremely well. He infinnated improvement to my mind in the
moft pleafing and admirable manner. Though I then reaped the
benefit, I fcarcely perceived it.

When I was returned home, I continued with my mother and
brethren in their bufinefs, part of which (namely, grazing and
dairy,) I liked, chiefly becaufe it did not reftrain me from medi-
tating on the things concerning my foul. Here I had many {weet
{eafons of communion with God, as I went about the meadows,
or was employed in other bufinefs ; and in thofe feafens my mind

" was but the more impatient for London, that I might have the
pdvantage of hearing the gofpel preached in a more lively
C ’ manner
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manner than I could there. Never had T felt before a more
greedy defire after any kind of gaming (though an exorbitant
lover of feveral kinds of it) than now I had after the gofpel, and
its miniiters: fometimes my impatience was almoft infupporta-
ble. At other times, my paflions were diffolved into fubmiffion
by the hope I had of enjoying all their company at laft, though [
could not have it now. I conld meet with no expreflions fo ex-
preflive of my joy as Dr. Watts’s paraphrafe of the 24th and 25tk
verfes of Jude.

He will prefent our fouls,

Unblemifh’d and complete,
Before the glory of his face,

With joys divinely great.

Then all the chofen feed

Shali meet around the throne,
Bhall blefs the conduét of his grace,

And make his wonders known.

My Bible, which I always carried with mie, afforded me the
fwreeteft delight; I read it every minute of time I had to fpare
during the day-light, and in the evening ufed commonly to retire,
if the weather permitted, to fome private thicket, or hedge,
if not, to fome out-hoyfe, or rick, where I might enjoy in foli-
tude my beft companion, and meditite an the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God. Indeed, l{eemed to enjoy his company
all day long, and fucked, and was fatisfied with the confolations
of God and his word ; I drank of the waters of life freely. Dr.
Watts’s Hymns, and particularly the firft book of his Lyric Poems,
were very ferviceable to me; they exprefled my fechings, which
I was by no means able to exprefs myfelf; I fometimes felt the
very eflence of the moft lofty of them in my own foul.

The works of God in nature may affift the imagination ; mine,
I know, could never picture out by its own power alone {o lively
2n idea of the grandeur of the tribunal of Chrift, as when, from
the top of fome of oxr lofty hiils, I could eongeive him (while all
the heavens confpire to favour fuch a conception), as ereéting his
throne of judgment in that molt extenfive valley which they
command, and which is the deepeft, largeft, and moft ftriking
to the fight I ever did, or I fuppofe, ever fhall behold. 1 have,
from thole very places, had many an overpawering view of
Tefus, as difplaying his glory in the natural world. { particu-
larly remember a thunder-itorm in the year 5738, which 1 wasin.
The fhrilleft cracks which feemed to burft the heavens in two,
and jar the very foundation of nature, funk into a mighty roar,
which bellowed thraugi the fkies, c

« Drown’d the fpacious realms below,”

and forced all nature to attend to the majefty of her God. A
furprife and reverence, mixed with a ihuddering joy, fru};{l
: . - e e ? a\i] ‘A“
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wiul and pleafing (methinks I feel it now, I wifh.I could con-
yey it), {eized my whole foul; and I was in hopes my Lord was
coming. I could then appropriate to myfelf that ftanza in Dr.
Watts’s poem, “entitled, ‘¢ God the Thunderer:?

< Celeftial King! thy blazing power
Kindles my heart to flaming joys;
I fhout to hear thy thunders roar,
And echo to my Father’s voice.”

T humbly, Ifincerely think I could have bid him welcome, for
‘ny ¢ time was a time of love!”’ I fwam, as it were, in joy, nor
fcarcely felt I was upon earth. With a cheerful heart I could
exclaim as the divine and beloved Apoftle, ¢ Even fo come
Lord Jefus!” The general inclination and bent of my foul for
about twelve monshs, was after Chrift: '

«¢ Jefus was my delight and joy,
My blefled hope, my heavenly prize,
Dearer than all my paffions were,
‘My limbs, my bowels, or my eyes.”

Scarce a day pafled but I had fome fweet communion with Chrift.
¢ The candle*of the Lord flione upon my head ;’ and when I
think on thofe times, I am indeed ready to cry out with Job, «“ O
thatI were as in monthspaft, when the fecret of God was upon my
tabernacle,” &c. My confcience was tender, I fcarce knew
_how to partake ‘of the common benefits of life, and thought it fin
1o receive them without joy and rapturous delight of foul. Ihad
none to inftruét me how far the abfolute expreflions of Scripture
teached, but carried many of them to their full length. If [ had
read any lives of good men at all, they were principally fuch, the
bright fide of whoie charalters were drawn ; and wherever I heard
‘of any’ perfon ‘remarkably ferious and devotional, I longed to
copy the example. In rhis my fProi'r)erity I faid, I fhall never be
moved, I was got to the top of the mountain—

¢ Firm was my health, my days were bright,
And I prefumn’d ’twould ne’er be night;
Fondly I faid, with-n my heart,

Pleafure and peace thall ne’er depart.”

But I found it otherwife. I had important l2fTons to learn, which
spuft be taught by {ome of the moft convincing arguments in the
world of grace. To the dreadful plague of my he..rt, the filthinefs
of my nature, I was almoft a firagger ; but, by painful experience,
T afterwards learned them.” ™ o

* No, the fun did not always fhine, though I had felt its cheer-
ing rays fo copioufly, Pride—yes, pride in ten thoufand forms
had 4 firmer hold of me than ever I fufpe@ed : it mixed itfelf
with'every thought, in every defire, in all the powers and recefles
of my foul. I thought myfelf holiey than others. Wh;n a;

chare
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chureh (for there I fometimes wentin the morning, and three oe
four miles to meeting in the afternoon;, I thought my prayers
were the only acceptable in the whole congregation. I faid, in my
heart, to every perfon I had ro do with, ¢ Stand by, I am holier
than thou.” I hoped to arrive even at miracles. There was a
poor Cripple, who could neither go nor ftand, who always at-
tended the parith church; when I thought upon the miracles
which the Apoftles were enabled to perform by the power of an
unwavering faith, I did not doubt of reftoring him to the free
ufe of his lunbs. I could not query the utility of fuch a cure: I
thought it would anfwer fome noble ends; my mind launched
out 1nto a great depth before hand of the happy confequences
that would follow, but they were allto redound to myflf, except
the mere benefit of the cure. Bug whilft I had a very high
opinion of my faith, a - great difficulty arofe; I was afraid to
make ufe of a vifible fenfible fign left it fhould mifcarry, and
I be expofed for a conceited fool, or an enthufiaft: therefore
fecret prayer appeared the only proper mean. But then, fuppofe
my faith had many /fs init, or fhould the poor creature come to
“the ufe of his body and limbs by prayer, how would my inftru-
mentality be drow» in the cure? At Jaft I paufed, and ferioufly con-
iidered the ends I propofed. This broke the inchantment, laid the
fallacy open to my eyes, and convinced me that all this reverie
proceeded from an abominable pride and vain glory. Since then,
I have read a fipilar paflage in the life of John Bunyan, which
at firft fight not a Jittle furprifed me.

For a while T had numeroys doubts concerping the proper
fubje&, with the mode and time of Baptifm *.

As 1 attended a place of worfhip called 2 meeting, fome
very refpeCtable perfons reported, that although Mr. Wells was
looked upon as a2 man of an honeft heart, yet they were certain
he had fecretly inftilled his principles inta me. Finding this was
tikely to hurt his fchool, I took every occafion to maintain,
that he never fo much as obtraded a fingle thought or notion
upon me, but that Tatted voluntarily. This drew a hot kinfman
of mine, out of pure zeal, to come and perfuade me, not by
any means to change my religion; endeavouring to reprefent
how fhecking a thing it was, how deceitful the Diffenters were,
with other cant phrafes and nonfenfe.

I had a more difficult tatk to know how to deal with a little
impertinent fervant man, who would gainfay all that I had
faid, or could fay. He ufed in the moft unfeeling manner to ward
off all the texts of fcriptuve 1 could bring againft ;him; yea

* His perplexities on this fubjet are here omitted, that an article of
pnufual length may pot te protraéted beyond all reafonable bounds.
However, it may be praper juft to ohferve, that, at this time, he in-
clined to the Pcedonaptift fentiments, though he accounted immerfion
much the propereft mode 6f adminiftration; but, fome years after, he
finally made up his mind on the Baptifin of Believers by immerfion, as
the only fcriptural one; he aéted accordingly, and has left behind him a
Jarge well written manufcript in defence of his practice. EniTor.

T o ’ . maintained
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maintained the neceffity of {wearing, and afferted, that if he went
to hell, the largeft numbers, according to my account would
be there, and muft render it a jovial place. FHe had a tolerable
fhare of natural wit, and would undoubtedly have made 2 good
deift but for want of literary advantages.

O that shefe had but been the worlt of my enemies! If we
may judge of them indeed from the confequences of the
aftions rather:than from the defign of them, they were my
friends : buat I bad other kinds of foes ta combat with. I have
already hinted that I had an exorbitant love to fome forts of
gaming ; cards I particularly delighted in, merely as an enter-
tainment, not for the {ake of gain. I think the firk Chriftmas
after my foul was touched with a different flame, I avoided
them without much difficulty. The next year was fpent at
Cheltenham, where I was an amanuenfis to an apothecary tilf
the following April, when I was recommended as an affiftant
to a fchool at Fairford, in the fame county. Though I had
made liberty of confcience, with regard to worthip, a condition
of going there, yet I was in a very great degree debarred that
privilege. At the ufual vacations, I went home to fee my
friends. The winter one was a particular fnare to me. The
lofs of the means of grace had much weakened the power of
confcience. The love of company and the influence of my friends,.
joined with my natural luft for playing cards, overpowered
me. I touched, I tafted, I handled, yea, what is more, I loved,
and yet dreaded it. Diftrefles followed thereupon, yet I re-
turned to folly. Conviétions on the one hand, and uncontrolable
defire on the other, made dreadful work in my mind and con-
fcience. I burnt cards at home fecretly, to put the players to a
non-plus when they fhould come, and myfelf out of danger;
though my heart burnt at the fame time with defire after them.
However, with a mangled confience, I got the vi€ory over
them before I left Fairford, and indeed, beforethat time, all my
kindred, knowing my principles, took it for granted I fhould
not join in the pradtice.

But, before I left my native place, other more horrid, more
powerful corruptions rofe up: I cannot tell how to name them.
The:e beafts of prey, attended with the moft hard, gloomy,
foul, blafphemous thoughts, were fuch hell-formed monfters,
that I never recolle&t the ravages they have made but my heart
aches. It would be endlefs to relate the conflits I have had
withthem. But all things confpired, while at Fairford, to in-
ereafe their power, and firength they really gained.

When Providence removed me to Northampton May the 1ft
1762, I had ftill the fame enemies to cope with. But here I had
opportunities of gaining more knowledge of their manner of
fight, of the devices of Satan; and of the beft methods of defence.
1 wag a flow fcholar: and though they had not the head as be-
fore, yet their power was not gone. Here, likewife, other
temptations arofe. Having read fome criticifms on va.riousfa paf-

ges
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fages of the Hebrew and Greek Teftament, and feeing in fome
places a different tranflation, I was determined not to read the
Bible any more till I could read it in the original languages,
"This very dangerous temptation, with fome wavering, continued
a long time. Mean while, I had mady temptations of a doc-
trinal kind, and before oné was laid another would arife; other
inward evils all the time haunting me. When I removed to
London, it was the fame. The change of place could not change
my temper, my defiresy my paffions. Here I found new temp-
tations befetting me. I began to doubt of the divine authority
of the word of God; but a clofer attention to it was the mean,
in God’s own hand, of removing thefe hard thoughts, and 1
was enabled to adore the wifdom of God for a Revelation fup-
ported with evidences that, to an induftrious and diligent fearch-
‘€r, were ever growing. :

I had believed the imputation of the righteoufnefs of Chrift as
the ground of our juftification before God, bit now I began to
look upon it as a filly diftinétion which was made between
that and fantification, or holinefs wrought in the foul; and I
am clear there 1s no kind of fin that my nature was not
capable of. Dare I to fay it; O, my foul, haft thou not
honefty enough to declare thy real cafe? never was a heart
more ful} of blafphemous thoughts, of foul imaginations, or
abominable defires, for weeks, for months, yea, even for years,
by intermiffions, than mine. It was ¢ become the HoLD oF
EVERY FOUL SPIRIT; it was the cage of every unclean and
hateful bird.” Nothing amazes me more, than that I did not break
out into the moft horrid imprecations and blafphemies, fully
expreflive of the deteftable thoughts that lodged in my polluted
foul. Iam certain that, at times, I have had hard matter to
refrain: out of the abundance of my heart, my mouth has been
ready to fpeak. Good God: and yet for thofe who knew me to
maintain an high opinion of me! I moft awfully felt the f#riz
extenfive truth of the account that Jefus has given of the heart of
man : * Out of the heart proceed evil thoughes,” &c. How
many fermons, how many prayers, have I loft, while my mind,
even in public and private worfhip, has been thus crammed
with every thing earthly, fenfual, devilith! I have been often
amazed that 1 had fo much as a glimpfe of reafon. Indeed, at
times, I was almoft bereft of it. I believe Mr. Ryland ¥, and
others, have fuppofed that T had a diforder, a kind of dizzinefs
in the head. 1know it would have injured my temporal welfare,
had I not tranfacted bufinefs for honeft perfons only.

Thefe things, as the wages of iniguity, for I knew them fo
to be, prefled down my foul like a heavy burden; but it was
not heavy enough yet. I had a pretty clear idea of God’s
general method of recovering backfliders to himfelf, and I was
as if I thought I could carry on a farce with him; but he would

* He was now an Uther at the Rev. Mr. Ryland’s fchool, in North~
ampton, and joined his church in College-lane, Oét. 7, 1762,
make
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male me krow, that there was no deceiving him, and that I
fhould get nothing by endeavouring to deceive my own foul. - I
was fond of having my paffions raifed, but he fhewed me thac
thele might be wrought up mechanically without /piritual
conviftions, or holy joys. 1 thought I firove againft fin; I
thought (and am ftill ready to think fo), that I prayed and
watched againft it, but I loft, frequently loft the battle. O how
many, many tears have I fhed in a particular field, when I could
hide myfelf from all the world in the ftanding corn, My foul was
ftrangely drawn out in prayer, which, after 1t was over, I could
not remember a petition, or even a fingle word of. I was
ready and yet backward, willing and yet forry, to conclude my-
felf to be one of thofe unhappy apoftates, who ¢ having been
enlightened, and made partakers of tie Holy Ghoft; having
tafted of the good word of God, and the powers of the world
to come,’ were irrecoverably loft. Now my many falls, after fo
many prayers, made me fear to pray left I fhould thereby increafe
my damnation ; I have juft been at the defperate point of run-
ing into all manner of open fin, as the thorteft way of fhewing:
the world what I was, and putting an end, a fpeedy end to the
Rruggles of confcience. I thought, furely I could give God the
lie, and prevent his counfel that it thould not ftand, and hinder
him from doing all his pleafure, by the black aé of fuicide.
But O amazing mercy, he would not let me damn myfelf! He
would not let me fink into perdition! I felt fome fecret hope
that I thould fee better days. At one time I had fome little joy
if I gained the advantage only in a fingle fkirmifh ; at another
time deep convi&tion and horror for again prefuming which was
always the fore-runner ofa fall. Such fcenes of forrow, and fuch
fhocks of pain, tore my confcience as it were afunder. And
now I faw, and was really convinced, not only from the word
of God, but from my own moft dreadful condition that I need-
ed a righteoufnefs, A PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS, t0 recom-
mend me to God; for my own was ten ‘thoufand times worfe
than filthy rags.

The prophet exallly defcribes my cafe which I will here
extra@, only exchanging the pronoun. . * My iniquities had
feparated between me and my God; and my fins had hid
his face from me that he would not hear. I trufted in vanity,
I conceived mifchief, and brought forth iniquity. The way of
peace I knew not, and there was no judgment in my goings,
for I had made them crooked paths. Therefore was judgment
far from me. 1 waited for light, but behold obicurity ; for bright-
nefs, but I walked in darknefs. I looked for falvation, but it
was faroff, And the Lord faw it,and it difpleafed him.”’

At length I was helped by degrees, and found the power of fin
fomewhat decreafing. When I paffed along the ftreets *, and heard

* He removed to London in December 1763, and was difmiffed to
the Rev. Mr. Hitchins church, Spitalfields, but returned to Northamp=
ton 1765, and had only oscafional communion there until March 177;.]
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all manner of oaths and imprecations ; when I beheld the thief; the
robber, the marderer, carrying to Tyburn, and the poor profti-
tute expofing her fhame in the ftieets and the bye-ways, 1could
not avoid dropping a tear. Here 1 beheld a picture of my nature
€xaltly drawn. My corruptions were bears and lions, and beafts
of prey, roaring and raging in fetters; and theirs I beheld let
loote, and a little better fatisfied with the'r liberty. Iwent on
fearing, and fometimes a little hoping, for a confiderable time.
The chief confolation that I had arofe from a confideration of
the temptations of Chrift, and his priefthood as firm, and what
had withftood all fhocks. I was greatly amazed that the Lord
did not fay to me, as he did to rebellious Judah of old, ¢ Why
fhould ye be ftricken any more ? ye will revolt more and more.”
But yet I hoped for pardon only at adiftance; I fully expefted
one way or another the chaftifement of the Lord, either openly,
or in my own foul. For more than a year, I thought he would
fet the world know I was, and had been, a fecret tranfgreffor ;
to this I hoped I fhould fubmit. But he was better to me than
my fears.

It was fome time after my return to Northampton, when I'was
drawn into a clofer confideration of my own ways than ordi-
nary. One Sabbath-day, on which the ordinance of the Lord’s
fupper was adminiftered, I fet apart as much time as I could for
the purpofes of confideration and refleftion. It was then that
the “ arm of Jefus brought falvation unto me.”” For I beheld
that he put on righteoufnefs as a breaft-plate, and an helmet of
falvation upon his head. He put on the garments of vengeance
for cloathing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak. It was he that
fought the battle, for he faw that there was no man. He flew
his enemies and mine. He trod on their necks, and I fung more
than vi€tory over them ; for I reaped the fpoil without ftriking a
fingle blow. My whole foul was filled with wonder; wonder
« that th.re fhould be fuch an interceffor ;> and I could above
all rejoice in that all-perfei? righteoufnefs which fufkained him. It
was in Jefus I beheld a human foui, and in a human body too,
all pure and untainted, through all the temptations, fnares, op-
pofitions, and perfecutions, of devils and of wicked men, from
the firft breath he drew till his vi€torious, dying lips pronounced,
«¢ It is finifhed.” What a glory did I then behold, and have
fince beheld, in the complete charatter of Immanuel: precious
name it has been to me; methinks it ftill 3s. And now I fear
to offend him. I dread, and well I may, I dread thofe things
that have a tendency to lead my foul afide from him.

I intended faying more, but muit refrain. One thing I will
mention however, which is this, that, * When I am weak,
ther only am I ftrong.” In whatever part I have thought
myfelf the moft fortined, I have commonly firlt fallen there:
MY ONLY ROCK OF SAFETY 1S AN ENTIRE DEPENDANCE
.oN THE GOD OF MY SALVATION.

Thus far Mr. Trinder bimfelf.
: PART 1L





