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ORDINATIONS, &c.
IN 1794.

Rev. Jorn~ Bain’s ordination at Downton, fix miles from Sa-
titbury, with an account of the church. (Extract.) Prior to
the year 1734, there were many of the Prefbyterian denomina-
tion in this place. Some of whom, about that time, began to fee
it their duty and privilege to attend unto believers’ baptifm.
There being no Baptift charch at that time nearer than Brough-
ton (i4 miles diftant), feveral of them went and joined that
church, then under the paftoral care of the Rev. Henry Steele:
In the year 1738, the Rev. Jacob Taunton came hither, and
preached the gofpel among the Particular Baptift denomination
for the fpace of eleven years; when, by a fall from his horfe,
as he was returning from preaching at Chalk (a neighbouring
village) he was killed on the fpot. He preached with great ac-
ceptance, but was never ordained over the people in this place;
the Rev. William Steele, of Broughton, ufed to adminifter the ordi-
nances to them. Mr. Taunton was fucceeded by the Rev. Mr.
Nike, now paftor of the church at Romfey, Hants. He preached to
this charch till the year 1773, but was not their paftor. The
Rev. William Steele, and the Rev. Henry Philiips late of Salif-
bury, adminiftered the ordinances at that time. ~ Mr. Nike was
fucceeded by the Rev, Samuel Evans, now of Shepton Mallet,
who preached here about four years. His fucceffor was the Rev.
Mr. Budden, who had been ordained over the Baptift church ar
Ringwood (an intereft which is now extin&), he preached and
adminiftered the ordinances of Chrift here about 10 years. In
June 1793, I received an invitation to come among the people,
and on the rith of November they unanimoufly called me
to take wpon me the paftoral care of the church, which, in a
humble dependence on divine z2id, T accepted. Scon after my
coming, the auditory began rapidiy toincreafe, fo that the place
of worfhip would not contain them. The place of meeting was a
houfe which the people had rented for 40 years; but as danger
was apprehended from the crowded ftate of the congregation, we
agreed to build, trufting that God would inclire the hearts of
his people to aid in this undertaking. One of our members, a

erfon in trade, came forward and advanced the monzy wichout
intereft. The houfe was opened on the it of January 17-4, when
I was fet apart to the pattoral office in this church. Mr. Barnetr,
of Lymington, began at-10 o’clock with reading and prayer. Mr.
Saffery, of Sarum, introduced the bufinefs of theday. Nir. Dyer,
of Devizes, prayed. Mr. Edwards, of Portfmouth (mv lute pattor),
fave the charge, from Malachiii. 7. The law of trath, &c. M:.

.ewis, of Ringwood (a brother of the Indeperdents) prayed. Mr.
Horfey, of Port{mouth, preached to the people from 1 Thefl. v.
12, Mr, Miell of Wimburn concluded in prayer about 3 o‘clci‘c\k.
9 rc
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‘We had another fervice in the evening. Mr. Stokes, of Lotck-
erly, prayed. Our Independent Lrother Mofley, of Tizbury;
preached, from 1 Sam. vii. 12. Mr. Budden (the late paftor)
prayed. Mr. Dyer preacked from Col.iii. 4. Our Independent
brother Edwards, of Wilton, concluded in prayer. Evening fer-
vice ended about nine o’clock. Blefled be God our new houle
is crowded.

- The Rev. James Freeman BeEirp was ordained at Wor-
flead, in Norfolk, the gth of April, 1794. The worfhip be-
gan about 10 o’clock, with finging 84th Plaim, 2d Part; after
which Brother Farmery, of Difs, earneftly implored a blefling
on the important work of the day. Brother Ridley, of Ipfwich;
introduced the ordination fervice, and interrogated the parties
particularly intercited therein; when Brotlier Shalders, the
fenior deacon, related the fteps the church had tzken in her
widowhood ftate, and the notable providences which broughs
Mr. Beard amongft them, who had met their unanimous appro-
bation. Mr. Beard then gave a brief account of his converiion;
znd call to the miniftry ; of the providences which led him to,
Worftead ; and alfo a confeflion of his faith in the dorines of
the everlafting gofpel. Then the fenior deacon, in the name
of the church, recognized their call of Mr. Beard to the paftoral
office amongft them ; and Mr. B. his acceptance of it. After the
finging of the 132 Plalmy L. M. Brother Hitchtock, of Wat-
titham, gave the charge from t Tim. iv. 16. Sung 103d hymn;
ift Book, and Brother Brown, of Yarmouth, addrefled the
church from Eph. ii. 1. The 132 Plalm, C. M. was fung, and
the opportunity concluded in prayer by " Brother Kinghorn of
Norwich.

Rev. Wirtram FrREEmar was ordained paftor of tlie church;
&t Cardington Cotton End, in the county of Bedford. April 16,
1794, Mr. Richard Grindon, of Sharnbrock, began in prayer.
Mr. John Geard, of Hitchin, introduced the fervice of the day,
and prayed the ordination prayer. Mr. George Norman, of
Sutton, Mr. Freeman’s paftor, addrefled him from Ruth ii. 4.
The Lord birgi thee. Mr, Thomas Ladfon, of Needingworth,
addreffed the church from 1 Thefl. v. 13. 4nd 10 ¢flecn: them wery
kighly in love por their aworks fake. Mr. Samuel Hillyard of
Bedford concluded the fervice with prayer. There was finging
at intervals.

Rev. WirLiam Newman, at ©ld Ford, near London, (Ex-
tract.) On May 15, 1794, Service began at half paft ten. Aftef
finging Selection 419, Mr. Upton prayed. Mr. Timothy Tho-
mas delivered a thoit introdeory difcourfe, and received the
account of the church, with my confeflion of faith. Mr. Button
prayed. Sung Pfalm cxxxii. L. M. 2, 3, 4, 7. My late paftor
Mr. Davis, of Waltham-Abbey, gavethe charfe from Ezra viii.,
18. By the good hand of our Ged upon us they brought us a ma‘i} )

ander=
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fnderfianding.  Sung Seleftion 410. Mr. Booth preached to the
church from Eph. v. 1. Be, ye therefore followers of God as dear
children. Sung Pfalm cxxxii. C. M. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Mr. Flem-
‘ing corcluded in prayer. Service lafted nearly three hours and
& half; and I believe the great Shepherd and Bithop of fouls wzas
among us of a truth.

Rev. Josnua Braxer, Hatch, Somerfet, After having
been minifter for fome time at Wimburn, in Dorfet, and then
at Melkfham, in Wiltfhire, was ordained Paftor of the chuarch
at Hatch, May 28, 1794. Mr. Thomas Arnold, aflitant

reacher in the church at Lyme, read the 132d Pfalm, 1 Tim.
3ii, and prayed. Mr. Rowles, of Chard, opened the bufinefs
of the meeting, and received the confeflion of faith. While
Mr. Cherry, of Wellington, was offering up the ordination
prayer, he was joined in the impofition of hands by the other
paftors prefent. Mr. Rowles then went into the pulpit again,
and gave the charge to the riewly ordained paftor, from 1 Cor.
iv. 2. It is required in a fleward that @ man be found faitbful.
Mr. Samuel Norman, of Bampton, prayed. Mr. AMorgan,
of Bridgewater, addrefled the church from 1 Thefl. v. 12, 13
verfes, abridged s We befeech you, brethren, to know them which
labour among you, and be at peace among yourfelves. He then
clofed the fervice with prayer. The congregation fung at
proper intervals.

Rev. Tuomas Price, (Extratt). Having reeeived a ':tteéf
of difmiffion from the church under the paftoral care of th. Rev.
Mr. Tommas, of the Pithay, Briftol, I was admitted 2 mem-
ber, into full communion, by the church at Yeovil, June 25,
1794. My ordination was attended to in the following manner.
Mr. Cox, of Horfington, prayed, and read 132 Bélm, &c.
Mr. Norman, of Bampton, explained the bufinefs of the day,
afked the queftions, and received the confefiion of faith. Mr.
Budden, late of Downton, prayed, and gave the charge from
2 Cor. iv. 6. Mr. Braker, of Hatch, then prayed. Mr. Rowles,
of Chard, preached to the people from Phil. 1. 27, latter claufe,
and concluded in prayer. Mr. Sloper, one of our Independent
brethren, of Wells, gave out the hymns.

Rev. Benjamin Cave, Leicefter, (Extra). In profpe&
of my ordination, I received a difmiffion from Cannon-ftreet,
Birmingham, under the paftoral care of Mr, Samuel Pearce.
After a probation of above ten months, Sept. 24, 1794, being
the day appointed for my ordination, the church and our neigh-
bouring paftors aflembled for that purpofe. At half paft ten, Mr.
Burton, of Foxton, introduced %he fervice by reading and
grayer. Mr. Mills, of Sheepfhead, opened the nature and de-

gn of ordinations, and propofed the ufual queftions to the
church, which being anfwered, they recognized their call, to
which I had given my acceptance. I then delivered the leadin?
articles of my faith, after whichk Mr. John Edmonds, of Guili-
’ bm’ou’gh,
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borough, requefted the divine bleffing on our union, which
was attended with layiag on of hands. The congregation
being very numerous, we adjourned to the General Baptist
meeting-houle, where the other parts of the fervice were pei-
formed. DMMr. Sutcliff, of Olney, gave me a judicious and affec-
tionate charge, founded on 2 Tim, ii. 1. My fon be frrong in
the Grace that is in Chriff Jefus. Mr. Fuller, of Kettering,
then properly addreffed the church from John xiii. 34, firft
patt. A new commandment give I unto you, that ye love one
another. Mr. Greenwood, of Oakliam, concluded “the fervice:
with prayer: finging at the ufual intervals. Mr. Hogg, of
Thrapfton, preached at night, from John xvii. 21. I believe
it was a day of general pleafure and profit. The people rejoiced
in the fpeedy provifion of an under fhepherd for them, and
they were congratulated by the minifters and others on the
miffion to the Eaft Indies, in which their late paftor, Brother
Carey, is employed.

Rev. Tuomas MarBoTrT was ordained paftor of the church
at Bigglefwade, in the county of Bedford, Nov. 4, 1794. Mr.
Martin Mayle, of Blunham, began in prayer. Mr. Willian
Dickens, of Keyfoe, introduced the fervice of the day. Mr.
John Geard, of Hitchin, prayed the ordination prayer. Mr.
‘Thomas Pilley, of Luton, addreffed Mr. Mabbott from Ifa. xxxiii.
7. The ambaffadors of peace fhall weep bitterly. Mr. John Emery,
of Lirtle Stoughton, addreffed the church from Luke xii. 35, 35.
Let your liins be girded about, and your lights burning; and yr
yourfelves like unto men that wait for their Lord. Mr. John Gamby,
of Southill, concluded the fervice with prayer. There was
finging as ufual.

A LIST OF THE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST MONTHLY MEETINGS’,-
IN LONDON AND SOUTHWARK,
FOR THS YEAR 1795

Place. Time. To begin. | To preach. To pray.
Mr. Button’s Jan.  22{Swain Rippon Dore
Mr. Dore’s ¥eb. 19/Rippon Stennett P"imﬁl’homas
Dr. Rippon’s {March rg;Stennett Swain Booth
Mry. Booth’s April 23{Swain Bution Rippon
Mr. Burnfide’s May  21{Button Dore Stennetr
Mr. Swain's June  25iDore |Tim. Thomas|Burnfide
Unicorn Yard July 231 Tin.Thomas Martin Button
Dr. Stennett’s Auguft 20{Martin Burnfide Tho. Thomas
Mr. Martin’s Sept. 23{Burnfide Tho. Thonyas|{Swain
Mr. Tim. Thomas’slO¢t. 22| Tho.ThomasBooth
Mr. Tho Thiomas’siNov. 1¢/Mr. Booth | Martin

The Minifter of the Place concludes.

The Mefengers to meet on Wednefday, the gth of December, ai four
o’clock precifely, to make # New Lift,
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EXTRACTS
FROM TBHE
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION LETTERS:

. The BetueL Associatioxn, held at the baprift church, en
Jamey’s Creek, Spartanburgh County, Scuth Carolina, tegun
bn Saturday, Aaguft 1cth, and ended on Tuefday, the 13th, 1793.

The two firft d:ys were {pent in putlic devotion

Monday, Auvguft 12. Rev. Edmund Botsford deiivered an
introdu@ory difcourfe, from Col. 1. 28. #hsm we preach.
Letters from 29 churches were read. Seven churches appied
for admiffion irto this affcciation, and were received. Agreed
1o requeft Rev. Mr. Botsford, to favour us with a copy of the
ihtrodutory fermon, for the prefs, which was granted.

'The circular Létter, which was drawn up by the Rev. James
Fowler ;-is dn afzitionate addrefs to church membzrs.  Next afio-
viation at the old Meeting-houfe, on Fzi-foreft, near Col.
Brandon’s, in Union-county, fecond Saturday in Auguft 17g3.

Baptized - 133 | Dead - - - I
-Received by letter 147 | Difmiffed - . 79
~~— | Excluded - < 46
Added 280 —
Diminithed 136

Increafe fince thie preceding year 144

The feven churches added confit of 177 members, whick
are not included in the above increafe. In all the 36 focieties
there are zc93 members. :

~ The Bowpoinuim Associarion {Maffachufetts) held at
Readfield, Auguft 28th and 29th, 1793. ‘

Wednefday, Aug. 28. At one o’clock, P. M. Elder William
Hooper preachéd the introdultory fermon {rom Matt. v. 3.
Bleffed are the poor in fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Read letters from the feveral churches. Four churche: were re-
teived into union this year. The circular letter was prepared
by Elder Cafe. Itisa fhort addrefs from Eph. v. t. Be ye fol~
Jowers of God as dear thildresn. v

Next aflociation at Ballfton, the 4th Wednefday in Aaguft.

This affociation confifts of 1g churches, inciuding the four
juft added toit.. And there are in them 6g5 members.

The DanBurY Associarion, (Connedlticut,) holden at
Southington, Sept. 18and 19, 1793.

The 1itroduftory fermon was delivered by eldet Ifaac Roots
from 1 Cor. ix. 14. The letters were read. Sharon and Simf:
bury churches were added to the Affociation, making in all 19
churches, go7 members; increafe 8z. The letter addrefled te
this Affociation in 171 was on ¢ The dorines of the Gofpel.”
In 1792, on “ The univerfality of the Gofpel invitations to

ApriL 1795, ° every
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every creature among whom it is fent.” ‘This year the letter
was drawn up by elder Hamilton on Pra&ical religion. It fills
four clofe quarto pages.

Elder Seth Higby, propofing to take a journey into fome of
the weftern fettlements, in order to preach the Gofpel, and com-
fort thé infant churches; ‘the Affociation exprefled their good
withes concerning his journey, and gave him “ a letter of ap-
probation as a beloved brother in the Gofpel.”

TheELktiorN AssociaTion (Kentucky) held at South Elk-
horn, O&. 12,1793, and continued by adjournments till the 15th.

Saturday, O& 12. At noon, brother Auguftine Eaftin deli-
vered the introdu&ory fermon from Mal. 3ii. 16. Then they that
Jedred the Lord, &c. It appeared by the letters that the churches
are in peace, but in a languifhing ftate, few additions having
been made this year.

As the refult of former proceedings, a’committee was ap-
pointed on Morday to meet thofe brethren who lately feparated
from the South Elkhorn Aflociation which holds with ¢ Ge-
neral Provifion;”* and, after conferring with them on the terms
of union, which were reported to the affembly now convened, if
was agreed by a large majority to form an union, in token of
which the right hand of fellowthip was given to them by the
Moderator.
~ Agreed to feg apart Wedne{day, the 23d inftant, as a day of
humiliation before God; and prayer for the prefervation and
fuccels of our army againft the enemy, and for the fuppreflion of
vite in our land; inviting the different denominations of Chrif-
tians among whom we reEde to join us in our petitions.

"The circular letter enforces the duties of minifters and private
members of churches,

Agreed, That in futuré there be but one meeting of the Aflo-
ciation in a year, and that the time be the fccong Saturday in
Auguft. The ext Affociation to be at Marble Creek; but that
quarterly meétings be held, and that they be this year at Indian
Créek, May’s Lick, Cove Spring, each to continue three days,
at thie times {pecified in the printed minutes, when each of the
brethren nominated for the {everal meetings are defired to attend.

The fame AssociaTion met &t Marble Creek Aug. 7—g;
1794-

Saturday, at 12 o’clock, brother George Smith delivered the
introduftory fermon from Rom. xii. 5. So we being many are one
body in Chrift, &c. The letters were réad. On cafting up the
the numbers, it appears, that, in thefe 25 churches; there aré
1904 members.

Baptized - - - 36|Dead - - - - 13

Received by letter 76 | Difmiffed - - - 38
Excluded - - - 16
Added - - 112 —

Diminifhed 67
Increafe - - -~ 355
‘ Md)t/a)u
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Mondzy. After divine fervice, proceeded to confider the anion
formed laft Aflociation with the five churches, late of the South
Kentucky Aflociation. Agreed to diffolve the faid union, as
everal of our churches are diffatisfied therewith.

Fixed the quaiterly meetings, and agreed that the next Aflo-
ciation be at Cooper’s Run on the fecond Saturday in Auguft
1795 ; and that brother Elijah Craig preach the introduétory
fermon ; in cafe of failure, brother John Mafon.

The Kenukee Barptist AssociaTion, holden at Sandy-
Run, Brother Burkitt’s meeting-houfe Bertie county, North
Carolina, September 1794. ' .

Saturday, Sept. 27. The introdutory fermon was preached by
Brother John M‘Cabe, according to appointment, from John
XV. 14. Ye ave my friends, if ye do woatjoever I command yox.
There are 26 churches in this convention, z4 of them have
1652 members ; the numbers in the two other focieties are not
enrolled. The fubje&t of the circular letter is, The final per-
Jeverance of the faints in grace, 3 pages quarto. =

Lord’s-day. The brethren appointed preached to a numerous
audience, with abundance of life and liberty, and we hope the
word was attended with the Spirit’s quickening  influence.

" Monday. The meeting was opened by prayer: The tules of the
affociation were read ; and after a great variety of bufinefs had
been tranfa&ed, the next affociation was appointed at Yoppim
meeting-houfe, in Chowan county, on the Saturday before the
fourth Sunday in September 1795. Brother Read to preach the
introduéory fermon, and divine fervice to begin at 11 o’clock

Refolved, That Brother Burkitt be appointed to write the
circular letter for the next aflociation ; and that the fubje&t be
Efeitual Calling. ' o

Whereas it evidently appears, that the Lord is vifiting the

Jand with his judgments, in the inundations of water which
bave overfpread our lower counties, fo that we have theap-
pearance of a general {carcity; and in the unwelcome expeéta-
tion of war and blood-fhed: Refolved, That the fecond Mon-
day in November be appointed a day of public fafting, humili-
ation, and prayer to Almighty God, to avert the impending
ftorm which hangs over a guilty nation.
" Op motion made by Brother Burkitt, Refolved, That the
Saturday before the fourth Sunday in every mouth, be appointed
a day for prayer meetings throughout the churches; whereon
all the members aré requefted "to convene at their refpeétive
‘places of worfhip, to make earneft fupplication to the Lord for
@ 'REVIVAL OF RELIG1ON amongftus, '

Refolved, That this affociation thall again be known by the
name of The Kebukee Baptifi Affeciation,

The New-York Barrist Association, held in New-
¥oik, May 22d, and 23d, 1793.

Wednefday, May 22. At 3 o’clock P. M, Brother Holmes

‘ : 02z preached
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preached the introdu&ory. fermon, from:John x. 15. 71 Jay
down my life for the fbeep. Read the letters from our fifter
charches. Mount Pleafunt church was received into union with
this affociation. Brother Van Horne preached in the evening
from A&s x. 33. New therefore are ae all kere present before
God, to hear a!l things that are commandes thee of God.

" Thurfday. Trarfaled the bufinefs of the affociation. Brethren
Runyon and Bryant preached in the evening at the firft and
fecond churches.

The circular letter confifts of inducements to the performance of
every gofpel duzy. Among their obligations to God they men-
tion the following: ¢ As to the civil liberties and privileges
he gracioufly affords us in this land, they undoubtedly far exceed
what any of cur fifier churches or {eliow chriltians enjoy in
any other nation upon the face of the earth. We have ne
ufurping tyrant to reign over us; we have an equal voice with
any of our fellow-citizens, of every denomination, in the choice
of our legiflators and rulers. The fpirit of perfecution that
has raged and {pilt rivers of blood in othev nations is fo
firipped. of itr power in the United States of America, that
every one of us muy worfhip God according to what our con-
icience diftates to us is agreeable to his word. And as to
religious privileges (if we will but improve them), we have
all that we can defire or heaven can give.

« The {criptures are fulfilling very faft. Undoubtedly the
civil right; of man are better underftood than ever they were
in any age of the world before: the {pirit both of civil and
religious liberty has diffufed itfelf far and wide, and is
making glorious progrefs among the nations. The bands of
flavery are byrfting ! We hope Babylon is falling!  All which,
furcly is a glorious prelude to the more extenfive {pread of the
goipel, and reign of King Jefus. If we coufider what great
things the Lord has done in America, and in the European
world of late, who can but prophefy? Who can but con-
clude Chrift is on his way ? Let us, with one heart, and one
voice, cry, Come, Lord ‘jefus, come gquickly. Dear brethren;
think on thefe things; remember the nation ftruggiing for
liberty ! Cry to God for the overthrow of defpotifm! Plead

- with the Lord for the fpeedy ruin of Antichsift; and pray for
ihe peace of Jerufalem.”

The fame AssociaTion, held in New York, May 21, 22,
23 1794 .

Wednef/day, May z1. At three aclock, Brother Runyan deli-
vered the introdufory difcourfe from Matt, xi. 27. No maz
fnoqweth the Son bui the Father y neither knoweth any man the Fa-
ther fave the Son, and he to whomfoever the Son awill reweal bim.
After public worfhip proceeded to bufinefs. Brother R. Runyon
was chofen moderator, and Brother Peter Bryant, clerk. Read
the letters from our fiftey ¢hurches, Acra and Samp-Tqwn

i . churghes
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churches were received into union with this zflociation. Brothey
Gano preached in the evening from Rev. ii. 10. Be 100 fuithful
ynto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

Thury. Iuy, Much bufinefs was done. M. Wllham Bithop,
lately froin England, producing for the infpeétion of this affo-
ciation credentiais from feveral particular Bautilt churches, and
the board of mirifters in London, was invited to take a feat
amongft us: we cherefore recommend him to all our fifter
churches, wherever God in his providence may czft his lot;
at the fame time defiring them net to admit any to preach or
exhort but thofe who bring proper teftimonials, as there are
many going about in the name of preachers, whoie chara&ters
and principles cannot be recommended.  rother Bithop preach-
ed in the evening from z Pet. iii. 9. ot willing that any flould
perifb, but that all jpould come to repeniance.

The next aflociation to be held in New York, the laft Wed-
nefday but one in May, 1795. to begin at 3 oclocn, P, M.
Concluded with prayer by Erother Fofter.

This is an Affociation of 1§ churches, in whlch there are
9og members. The letter fays, that the minifters and meffengers
were indulged withan agreeable interview, and then recommeands
to them & fregueat recolietion of the great truths of divinz revela-
1ion, as calculated to excite and animate their 01 :titude, love,
devotlon, zeal and diligence.

The PuirapeLeuia Baprist AssociaTtion, held at
Philadelphia, Oé¢tober 7, 8, and 9, 1794.

Tut/day. At 3 o’clock, P. M. Rev. Brother Jofhua Jones
delivered the mtrodu&oxy fermon from » Cor. ii. 2. For I
determined not to know any thing among you jave Fefus Chriff and
bim crucijied. 41 churches were enroled ; from three of them
no account was received this year. In the other 38 there are
2732 members; but feveral of the churches, it feems, for the
fake of convenience, have obtained leave to join other affoci-
ations.

Baptized - - 189 | Dead - - 88
Received by Letter 4z | Difmiffed - 65
Reftored - - § | Excluded - - 22

Added 236 Diminifhed 175
Increafe this year - 61
Wednefday, Much bufinefs was tranfated. Refolved, That
it be recommended to the different churches in the affociation,
to infitute the catechifing of children in their refpediive con-
gregations at ftated feafons.

"~ 1n confequence of information' communicated by the Rev.
Dr. Wireiam RoGERrs, it is defired that all donations ror
THE PROPAGATION oF THE GosPEL amonG THE Hinpoos
In tHE East. INDiEs be forwarded to him. The next

aflociation
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aflociation, by divine permiffion, to meet in Philadelphia, om
the firft Tuefday in O&ober, Anno Domini 1795. Brother
Peter Wilfon to preach the introdutory fermon; and in cafe
of failure, Brother Thomas Uftick. Dr. Samuel Jones to write the
circular letter. Brother Webb preached this evening from
Ephefians ii. 13. But moav, in Chriff Fefus, ye who fometimes
wwere afar off, are made nigh by the blood of Chrift.

The fubje& of the circular letter, written by Brother Henry
Smalley, 1s The law of God, commonly called the moral law.

The SuarTssury AssociaTion, held at Elder Powers’s
Bleeting-houfe, Stiilwater, New York, June €th and 7th 1792.

Wednefday, at two o’clock, P. M. Elder Caleb Blood preached
a fermon from Dan. x. 12, 13.

Thur/day., A fermon was delivered by Elder John Leland,
from: Dan. xi. 34, 35. Voted to tranfcribe into our minutes
the following article, taken from the minutes of the Warren
Affociation of 1791, as fully confaining our fentiments. . The
affociation being imprefled with a fenfe gf that freedom which
every child of Adam is entitded to by nature; and of which
they cannpt be deprived but by hoftile ufurpation; take this
method of manifefting their hearty deteftation of the Spave
Trave; and recommend it to all our brethren, to pray Al-
mighty God to haften the aufpicious day, when the Ethiopian,
with all the human race, fhall enjoy all that liberty due to every
good citizen of the commonwealth; and the name of Slawe be
extirpated from the earth.

The fame Association, holden at Pittftown, June sth and
6th 1793. ‘

Wednefday, at two o’clock, P. M. Elder Sampel Waldq
preached from 1 John iii. 2. '

Thurfday, Elder Rathburn preached from Col. iii. 4. The
‘Aflociation clofed with afermon delivered by Elder Leland from
A&s xxiil, 6. I am a Pharifee.

}?‘he fame AssocraTion, holden at Pownal, June 4th and
th 1794.

d Wea'?z?/iiay, at two o’clock, P. M. Elder Powers delivered the
introdultory fermon from 1 Tim. iil. 1.

T hurfday, eight o’clock, A.M. Brother Wells delivered a
difcourfe from John xii. 21. This Affociation recommends ta
all the chyrches in our connexion to pay a firi€t and careful at-
tention to regular gofpel church difcipline.

The next meeting of this Affociation to be at Stillwater, Elder
Powers’s meeting-houfe, on the firft Wednefday of June 1793,
Elder Blood to preach the introduétory fermon ; and in cafe of
failure, Elder Hull. ' ‘

It is requefied by fome of the members of this Affociation,
that the feveral Aflociations would priot their annual misutes in

fizeable
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fizeable o&tavo. By this they might eafily be bound together,
and preferved.

The fubjeéts of the circular letters from this Aflociation aré
as follow: In 1792, The influence of religion on the hbuman beart.
1793, The divine infpiration of the Scriptures, drawn up by Rev.
John Leland. 1794, The agency of the Holy Spirit of God, by
Rev. Ifaac Webb.

State of their numbers.
1792 churches 33. members added 271. members diminifhed 79

1793 do.  35. do. 261. ~ do. 56
1794 do.  4o0. do. 345. do. 295
877 430

Increafe 447

The SrovincTow Assocration metat Elder Chriftophe?
Palmer’s meeting-houfe, at Colchefter, Connetticut, O&. 15th
and 16th 1793. 'The Rev. John Leland addreffed the aflembly
from A&ts xvi. 17. Thefe men are the fervants of the Mot High
God, whick few unto us the way of falvation. In the 16 churches
there are 1869 members. The circular létter on Charity, or
Chbriftian love, is prefaced with the particular mention of the
doétrines of grace, in the manner of fome of the Englith Affo-
ciations. The following aflociation was appointed to be 4t
the firft church in Stonington, the 3d Tuefday in O&. 1794.

The Vircinia PorTsMouTH AssocraTron met at Black
Creek meeting-houfe, Southampton county, Saturday, May zs,
&ec. 1793. The Rev. William Browne preached the introduc-
tory fermon from Eph. ii. 8. By grace are ye faved, &c. This
is a convention of 22 churches, 1692 members. Their circylar
leter of 10 pages, by the Rev. David Barrow, is on The doctrine
of God’s celection of his people in Chriff. Among the queftions
propofed and anfwered in the minutes, is this, < Are the peopl,
Sformerly called Diffenters, yet oppreffed by any fate laws? Anf-
wered, Yes; namely, By an a& of the General Affembly that
invefts all parith property in this ftate in the hands of truftees
for the fole ufe of the Proteftant Epifcopal church.”

The next affociation to be at Black Water meeting-houfe, ae
the ufual time.

The Warren AssociaTion, held in Templeton (Maffa-
chuffetts), Sept. gth and 10th 1794.

Tuefday, Sept. 9. At two o’clock, Brother Stephen Gano, ac-
cording to appointment; preached the introductory fermon from
Gal.i. 10. Do I faek to pleafe men? For if I yet pleafed men, T
Jbould not e the fervant of Chrif, Added to thefe 41 churches
19%, and diminithed 122. Increafe 75. Total number of
members 3667. Sermon in the evening by Brother John Leland,
from Ifaiah li. ¢, 10, 11.

Wednefday, Attended to a multiplicity of bufinefs, which is

recorded
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recorded in the minutes. The circular letter prepared by Mr.,
Backus, On the natwre of Salvation by the Gojpel of our Lord
Fefus Chri?, was read and accepted.

On requeft, Voted to difmifs the church at Richmond to
the Leyden aflociation.

<« A letter from the Secrctary of the Baptif Educatien Society
was read, by which we were informed of the particular ftate
of the Fund. We are forry to find that fo few of our churches
have come forward practically to encourage fo laudable a defign:
We hope fodni to have generous returns from all pasts of the
affociation. )

« The opinion of the affociation was afked by feveral
churches upon a queftion of the following import : Is it not
inconfifient with the original priuciples of the Baptift Churches, to
apply to, and chtain Acts of Incorporation from, the Ciwil Power ?
In anfwef to which, Voted, that the affociation unanimonfly.
difapprove of all fuch Aéts of Incorporation for the purpofe of
fupporting the miniftry of the gofpel. It is alfo requefted, that
the churches would particularly inftru their delegates in this
matter, fo that their minds may be known at our next meeting.

« It was motioned, and wmnanimoufly voted, to have an
annual colle&ion in the affociation immediately after public
worthip, for the purpofe of affifting the wiDows OF THOSE
MINISTERS DECEASED who have been members of this
affociation. The charity to be difpofed of under the directiont
of a committee to be appointed from this body.”

Brother Gano to write the circular letter for the next year.
Voted, to hold our next aflociation at Bridgewater, the Tuef:
day after the firt Wednefday in September 1795, at two
o’clock, P. M. Appointed Dr. Sullman to preach the intro-
duory fermon ; in cale of failure, Brother Williams.

Voted, That the thanks of this affociation be given to the
Rev. Mr Sparhawke’s Society, for their politenefs in obliging
us with their meeting-houfe upon the prefent occafion.

The Warwick AssociaTtion (New York), met in Bed-
ford, O&. 15 and 16, 1793. Brother John Caton delivered
the intredutory fermon, from 1 Johni. 3. That which we have
Jeen, &c. Voted, That this affociation meet in future, the laft
Tuefday in May. The Circular Letter by Brother Thomas
Montanye, was on Juffifcation.

The fame Association was held at Warwick, May 27—
29, 1794. Introdu@ory fermon by Brother Enoch Ferris;
2 Cor. v. 20. Be ye reconciled to God. 17 churches, 794 members:
Brother William Bifiop being introduced into the affociation,
by wholefome recommendations from England, was invited to 2
feat. He preached from Cant, i. g. and Brother John Gano,
from Rev. xxii. 21. Next affociation to meet at Clinton-Town,
May 1795; Brosher Bcnjami‘n Montany€ to preach.



A
VERY SHORT SKETCH
OF THE STATE OF RELIGION

jN THE SEVERAL QUARTERS OF THE WORLD,

AMERICA. ,

" Kentucky; Sept. 15, 1794: It is with concerii i
inform you that religion appears to be at a very low ebb with
every denomination in this ftate, and it has been fo for near
two years, as will partly appear by the minutes of our Affo-
ciation; which I fend you. Five years agoj the Lord was
pleafed to vifit this wildernefs with a general and pleafing
revival ; many additions were made to the churches of fuch
as, I hope, will be faved; and that prophetic declaration
was, in a confpicuous manner, verified—The defert fhall
rejoice, and blellom as the rofe, it fhall bloffon abundantly, and
rajoice even with joy and finging., The recolletion of that
feafon (which continued for three years) gives me pleafute
even at this time, and was an earneft of what, I hope; the
Lord will do for this country. An unhappy differencéd
took place two years ago in our Affociation, which has almoft
ruined the peace of fome of our churches. This weakened
the hands of the minifters, efpecially fuch as wete in the parz
ties. Thefe divifions, I hope, are partlyatan end: O that
God would heal the breaches in Zion, and fend forth his
word with power | then, my dear Brother, the work would
be eafy, our connexion with heaven delightful, and the allure=
ments of the world would appear contemptible. Laft O&o-
ber, a union took place between the Particular Baptifts of the
Elkhorn Affociation and fome of the General Baptifts, as you
will obferve from the minutes of O&tober 17935 but the
great difference of principles gave uneafinefs to our church-
es, and threatened a diffolution of the Elkhorn Aflociation.
‘Therefore, at their laft meeting in Auguft, they declared the
faid union void; and fo peace has been reftored to feveral of
the uneafy churches:

The Prefbyterians here are much divided upon pfalmi-fing-
ifg: they dre a people zealous for the traditions of their
fathers; are very numerous in this ftate, and fome of them;
1 believe, are trulf'y pious people: Epifcopalians make no
figure among the feCtaries in Kentucky, nor is there one
minifter of that order among us. Two or three have been
here, but, finding no provifion for their fupport proportioned
10 their withes, have declined the profeffion, and turned theit

APRIL 1795: r attentioft
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attention to law ot phyfic. One old man; a native of Ires
land, came here about three years ago; he obtained a pretty
large fubfcription in the town of Wathington, where he
preached and 2bufed the Baptifts: at length his fame called
him to this neighbourhood. ~ Preaching one day, he received
a violent fhock in the middle of his fermon, and it was re-
ported he was dead: I went to the inn to fee him. He fpoke
of the uncertainty of life; and the vanity of the world, and
intreated me to pray for him. As the requeft was reafonable,
1 calied the famiily together, informed them of the fick man’s
defire, and prayed. He recovered in fome degree from his
illnefs, but died in about cight or nine months; and was the
laft of the Epifcopalians who performed fervice in Kentucky.

As to our minifters, I requeft you will be fatisfied at pre-
fent with a few hints.

Mzr. Augaftine Eaftin, the excellent and much efteemed
paftor at Cooper’s Run, was born in Virginia, on James
River, embraced religion, and joined the Baptifts about twen=
ty-five years ago, and has been preaching the gofpel it may be
twenty-two years. He came to Kentucky probably nine years.
fince; is a great advocate for fovereign grace, preaches fen-
fibly, often affeCtionately, and fometimes in an alarming way 3
a friend to mankind in genieral, and to Chriftians in particular.

Mr. Ambrofe Dudley, paftor of the church at Bryan’s, in
which are above 200 members, is alfo from Virginia, and
embraced religion when young; has been preaching about
fourteen years, was a Captain in the American fervice, is well
eftablithed in the doctrines of grace, a good natural orator,
warm and affetionate in preaching, a perfevering man,
whofe labours the Lord has abundantly blefled, an example
of piety and felf-denial, and his praife is in the churches.

Mr. William Wood is one of the ftrenwous affertors of the
fovereignty of God, and the fulnefs and freenefs of grace in
Chrift Jefus. He is much efteemed among his own flock,
and the churches in general.

Mr. John Sutton is an old man, and an old preacher,” from
New Jerfey ; one of five brothers who were all minifters of
the gofpel ; he preaches as much found divinity as any man I
ever heard,

Mr. John Gano has left us, on the death of his wife. I
hear he is coming again to Kentucky ;—a faithful and affec-
tionate fervant of the Lord . Jefus—an inftruting and animat-
ing preacher, has been fingularly ufeful to the churches in
Kentucky. I fhall fay more of our minifters in my next.

Among the Prefbyterian minifters, Mr, David Rice is ax‘;

aged
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aged and refpe&able charalter, efteemed for his exemplary
life and Chriftian condu&. ‘

Mr. Robert Finly, mentioned honourably in the Regifter *;
is now in Kentucky; he has the care of a congregation at 2
place called Caneridge. _

Mr. James Crawford, a middle aged man, has been fettled
in Kentucky about eight years; moderate, friendly, and hu-
mane. Mr. Marfhall, Mr. Blythe, Mr. Colgohoon, late
miffionaries, are young men, and have congregations.

The population of the country encreafes rapidly, and its
improvements are equal to its population. We are at war
with the Indian tribes on the Lakes, and Wabath and Miame
River. Our army marched about five or fix weeks ago into
the heart of the Indian country: no certain accounts from
them have yet been obtained. 2000 mounted volunteers;
from this ftate, make a formidable appearance, .and, joined by
the ftanding troops of the United Statesy under the command
of General Anthony Wayne, we hope may give an effectual
check to favage tribes, and bring them to terms of peace +.

Provifions of all kinds raifed in this country are cheap.
Indian corn is from 1s. to 1s. 6d. per buthel; wheat from
2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per bufhel; beef from 12s. 6d. to 14s. per
hundred ; pork from 12s. to 14s. per hundred; and every
other article in proportion.  Laboxr is high in this country;
and will continue fo, as the number of labourers is not pro=
portioned to the lands for cultivations Day-labourers receive
from 2s. 6d. to 3s. per day for their fervice; houfe-joiners
from 4s. 6d. to 6s. per day; ftone-mafons 6s. per day; tay-
lors 25s. per fuit of cloaths; fhoe-makers from 3s. to 4s. per
pair, and all other labour in proportion. There are great -
demands for mechanics. I feel a little inclination to touch
on politics, but fhall check myfelf: The Lord keep me,
and deliver you, from the civil ftate of diffenters in England.

- RuopE Istanp, Weflerly, Oftober 10; 1794: I muik
juft inform you, there has been a great revival of religion
among the new Light Baptifts { here: fince the begin-
ning of July, fifty-two perfons have been baptized and

* Regifter, former volume, p. 294.

{+ Anodther lettet received fince the above, fays,  Our armay engaged
the bloody tribes on the zoth of Auguft laft, and routed them entireiy,
within a few miles of a Britith garrifon who did not offer the favages
any proteétion.”’

1 By comparing this extrat with other papers, I am led to conje&ture
that one, if not both, of the churches mentioned in it are of the General
Baptift perfuafion, Mr. Ifaiah Wilcox's fociety belonged to the Groton
conference, which holds with ¢ general provifion; and open commu-
niony Evrror.

P2 joined
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joined to the church that Mr. Wilcox was paftor of beforé,
his death; they ure now deftitute of a fettled minifter. Forty=
ecight have alfo joined the church Mr. Babcock formerly
preached to, who is likewife dead: they are alfo yet deftitute
of a fettled miniftry. Several others are expefted to unite
themfelves to both thefe churches. I am their well-wither;
though not of their opinion in all things.

‘Nortu CarorLiNa.—Anothier Affociation is branchedouit
from that to which I belong. Ours ftill retains the name of
The Kehukees the other is called the Neufe Affociation, from
the river Neufe near which it was firft holden. [ attended
their meeting a few weeks after ours, and was greatly pleafed
with their order and proceedings. My heart has been filled
with thankfulnefs to Almighty God for his gicat goodnefs to
the people of this country in the growth of religion amongft
us. The Baptift denomination has rapidly increafed fince
17y0. I am now in the 45th year of my age, and the 24th
of my miniftrv; and, when I was converted and called to the
facred office, there were but few Bdptift churches in North
Carolina. In the year 1775, our Adlociation confifted of
only 10 churches, and now we are formed into thtee different
Aflociztions (viz. the Kebukee, the Portfnouth, and the Neufe
Affociation,} comprifing 75 churches, in which there are up-
wards of five thoufand membets. At the Neufe Affociation,
which I lately attended, we had a pleafing interview. As
‘their minutes are not yet printed, I am unable to furnifh you
with their proceedings at large ; but permit me to give you
a fketch:

On the Saturday before the 4th Sunday in Ofober 1794, that
Affociation convened at Brother Oliver’s meeting-houfe on Bear-
marfh, Duplin county, North Carolina. Introduftory fermon
by Brother Jofhua Barnes, on Job xxviii. 20. From avhence ther
cometh awifdom, and where is the place of underflanding ? Letters
from 27 churches were read. Col. Nathan Bryan * was chofen
moderator, and Brother Needham Whitefield, clerk., Lord’s-
day, a numerous audience (fuppofed to be zooo) atiended the
word. Brother Rofs and brother Burkitt preached.

Monday morning me: at nine o’clock, according to” adjotn-
ment. A circular letter on The Duty of Deacons was received 3
alfo the minutes of the Portfmouth Aflociation; with a letter of
correfpondence and minates from the Kehukee Aflociation. The
Aflociation agreed to join the Kchukee in a public faft on the
fecond Monday in November, and iz their prayer meeting on the
Saturday before the fourth Sunday in every momb. Indeed, the

* This Gentleman is Colonel of Jone’s county, North Carelina, and
Kas ferved as a membsr of the Geperal Affembly 17 yearss )

whole
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whole bufinels of the Aflociation was conduéted with the greateft
lIove and unanimity I ever faw.

On reading the 7th number of your Regifter, concerning
The Civil State of Diffenters in England, I think my heart
was deeply affected with a fenfe of divine goodnefs in the pri-
vileges granted to the people of America. In North Carolina,
we enjoy the exercife of liberty, both civil and ecclefiattical,
in the largeft fenfe *; fo that the Baptifts are as refpectable as
others.  There are members of feveral churches in the Ke-
hukee Affociation who are in the commiffion of the peace.
Some aét as theriffs. One of the members in my church is
bigh fheriff in the county of Northampton; another in the
county of Hertford. Colonel Nathan Mays, who was mode-
rator in our laft Affociation, has been a member of the Ge-
neral Aflembly of the ftate of North Carolina for many years.
There are members in feveral churches who have ferved many
years in the Houfe of Cemmans, and others in the Senate, Upon
the whole, there is hardly any poft of profit or honour in the
ftate but has been reputably filled by one or another of our
Baptift Brethren, Indeed, all paflors of churches are ex-
cluded a feat in the General Aflembly of this ftate by our can-
ftitution; but our miniffers a& as juftices of the peace, and in
other offices ; and fome, who had not the eharge of a congre-

tion, have been honoured with a feat in the Legiflature.
gur Brother Peter Qualls, who lately departed this life, has
been Senator for the county of Halifax feveral years. 1 hope
1 fhall be able to furnifh you with the biography of him. But
though we have minifters and members who are men of wealth
and hpnour, moft of our Brethren in the miniﬁry, and the
members in general, are poor men.  Not many wife men after
the flefh, not many mighty, not many noble are called.

Our Reverend Brethren Charles Hines, and William
Goodman, who belonged to the Neufe Aflociation, have de-
parted this life fince the laft Convention. The lower coun-
ties in this ftate ‘are moftly Baptifts, or followers of them.
The chapels which were built for the Epifcopalians are chiefly
occupied by the Baptift minifters. In the weftern par't of the
ftate the Prefbyterians are moft numerous. I wrote you be-
fore that, according to the calculation of one of the moft
eminent minifters of the Epifcopal church, there were only
feven minifters of that denomination in this ftate.

" MASSACHUSETTS +, Dec. 10,1794, Mr. Backus gives

* It feems it is not fo in Virginia. See Regifter, p. 1q99. EviTonr.
+ This extraét is made from a letter of the Rev. Dr. Rogers of P hi-
ladelphia-addrefled to our worthy friend, the Rey, Dy. Jeges, ¢f. Ham-
merfmith, near London, and obligingly communicated by him to the

JDITOR,
' a very
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a very pleafing account of the increafe of the Baptift intereft,
in what js denominated the Bowdoinham Aflociation, ¢ Thig
aflociation,” he fays, « was conftituted in May 1784. In
Sept. 1790, they were only 6 churches, and 317 members;
Laft Auguft, they confifted of 21 churches and 887 mem-
bers in the two counties of Cumberland and Lincoln, (Maf-
fachufetts) befides which, they have one church in the coun-
t{l of Hancock, dnd one in Wathington; 17 of which
churches have been conftituted within thefe four years, and
the glorious work was going on in O¢tober laft.

“Ninety-one members were added laft year to the Baptift
church in the city of New London, in Connefticut, where
a few years ago there was not one of the denomination.
Surely God is doing great things for us whereof we have
abunc{am reafon to be glad!”*

NewFoUNDLAND. The Rev. Mr. John Jones, diflent-
ing minifter at St. John’s, keeps a large fchool, and edu-
cates many of the poor gratis, The Book Scciety heretofore
{ent him a few Books. Inthe year 1790, he was prefented
from the Brble Society in London, with a donation of Bibles
for the military, which he diftributed among the non-com-
miflioned cfficers and private men belonging to the Royal
Artillery, and King’s own regiment of foot. By the diftri-
bution he had an opportunity of converfing with the foldiers,
and of adminiftering fuitable advice to them. The confe<
quence was, many attended on his miniftry, feveral were
joined to his church, and the general part of the garrifon,
confifting of about 150, attended public worfhip at moft
convenient opportunities, and feemed to hear the word with
attention.  In 1791, an 100 bibles more were fent to him by
the fame fociety, and there is reafon to believe a bleiling at-
tended them. Mr. Jones, in a letter dated O 28, 1794,
fays, ¢ Pleafe to prefent my gratcful refpets to the Bible So-
ciety, and affure them, that their pious endeavours in fend-
ing the word of God to us, fome years ago, have not been
in vain, More than twenty of the foldiers have joined us
in church fellowthip, and given good evidence of converfion.
Many others have been much reformed, and {fome Romans
have embraced the Proteftant faith, This fummer they were
rvélieved, and are gone to Quebec, T'ruly, Sir, the fepara-
don was affedting. I felt it forely, as I have had fweet com~
munion with fuch of them- who were united to our church.
Their excellent officers indulged me with a room in the gar=~
yifon to meet thofe once a week who were of the fociety,
exclufive of ftated meetings in the town,” -
-4
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He then adds, That the troops who have taken the
place of thofe who are gone are about 150, but that he has
not yet had an opportunity of being much acquainted with
them. He has applied again for bibles, and the fociety has
very generoufly ordered an 100 more to be fent.

'‘Mr. Jones has a young man lately raifed up among his
people, who goes to preach at Portugal Cove one Lord’s-
day in afortnight, aid the other at Torbay; and in each place
the work of the Lord feems to be on the increafe. So late
as Nov. 27, 1794, he writes, « Thaugh it is the fall of the
leaf in the kingdom of nature, I hope in the ceconomy of
grace there are fome promifing branches {pringing forth. In-
deed hitherto the winter has been our harveft. There are
not many here who pay any attention to the fabbath in the
fummer, which fometimes 1s occafioned by their curing the
fith; and the law fays, that -there thall be no regard paid to
days, nor hours of working ; but the few who are not fer-
vants, and really fear God, thefe honour the law of God.”

EUROPE.

Lowpon. The ten churches in this city, whofe paftors
and meflengers conftitute the particular Baptift Fund, col-
leGted for the year 1794, in their refpeiive focieties,
L 611 7 4 fterling. The church at Norwich, under the
paftoral care of the Rev. Mr. Kinghorr, fent up a collection
of £9 3 5. A legacy of [ 100 has been received, in vir-
tue of the will of the late Mr. Beeby Wallis, an excellent
Deacon of the church at Kettering, under the paftoral care
of the Rev. Mr. Fuller: Alfo a donation from Mr. Jofeph
Gutteridge, a member of the Rev. Mr. Booth’s church, ano-
ther from Mr. Robert Davies, a member of Mr. Rippon’s
church, of £50 each. The above fums, together with the
intereft of the fund capital, have been diftributed this fpring
1795, to neceflitous churches, paftors, and ftudents in-Eng-
land and Wales, as ufual; and an extra exhibition of 200
guineas has been made to fundry poor miaifters, in confidera-
tion of thedearnefs of provifions, and the feverity of the late
winter: The whole difburfements for the year amounted to
the pleafing fum of £1564 10. ‘

ScorrLanD, Feb. 4, 1795. Our Forfar Prefbytery, laft
Wednefday, Jan. 28th, ordained at this place a Mr. Duncan
Rofs, to go out as a miffionary to Pic¢tou, in Nova Sco-
tia,. A Mr. Brown was to be ordained to-day at Milna-
thort, by the Prefbytery of Kirkcaldy, for the fame mif-
fion, Several years ago, a blank call was fent over by the

: P 4 Highlanders
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Highlanders, who had emigrated thither, for one who un-
derftood Gaelic, whofe fentiments were to correfpond te
the Weftminfter Confeffion. The Gentlemen to whom the
¢all was fent, firft applied to the church of Scotland, then
to fome other focieties, but flill in vain, At length they
applied to us. We had only one preacher, Mr. James
Drummond Mac Gregor *, who underftood Gaelic. Thg
General Synod appointed him: he fubmitted; and there is
every appearance that his miniftry has been much blefled
among his poor illiterate countrymen. For feveral years fucs
ceffively he has wrote to the fynod the moft earneft and affecs
ting letters, on the neceflity of fending fome others on the
fame work, as he found it impoffible to go through the labour
of preaching in the many places from which he had applieati-
ons. At length, it beiug intimated to the fynod that the-two as
bove mentioned were willing to go, they were appointed tc be
ordained for this purpofe. The ordination fermon was preached
here from Acts xxii, 21, Depart, for Iwill fend thee far hence
unto the Gentiles. 1 hope, Brother, the glorious days are faft
coming, when the fbips of Tar/bifp wiil be employed in car-
Tying out regiments of foldiers under the Prince of Peage;
not for the purpofe of deﬁroying mens’ lives, but to'fave. I
look upon all your great navigators and travellers, your
Cooks, and your Bou%ainvillers, juft as a kind of pioneers,
whom our Lord employs for preparing his way, although
they mean not fo, nor does their heart think fo. And what other
are ‘the Sennacheribs of our day, who have nought in their
heart but to deftroy nations not'a few? ' '

a

IreLaND (Extrat). Barren as this country has been for
many years, there is now a little revival. T'wo new churches
have been lately fornied, the one at Shinrone, in King’s coun-
%y, and the other in Dublin. In the courfc of about four
months ten were added to one of thefe focieties, and fifteen
to the other; and in feveral places as many baptized as maks
the whole number forty-one. Three of thefe had been Papifts,
and only five of them were children of Baptift parents.
The inftruments of this pleafing work are two young men
lately raifed up, who preach with fuccefs in numerous places,

Seven or eight months fince, they had gathered thirteen or
fourteen /ittle congregations in King’s County, in Tipper-
ary, Weftmeath, and Galway. Some of thefe infant focieties
gonfift of from thirty to fifty, others from fifty to an hundred
hearers, and are vifited every fortnight by one or othet of
thefe active labourers, though the round is an 120 Irifh' mjles.

. See 2n accouny of him in the Regifter, p. 93.

The
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T'he income of one of thefe good men is but 257 a year,
which is likely to be lefs, as eleven of his congregation are
one to America ; the other has no falary from the people,
but is fupported partly by his labour in {)ublin, and partly
by the occafional benefaétions of individuals. Many of the
Cyhriﬁian friends in Ireland hope, that fuch ¢ exertjons will
appear laudable to every patron of chriftianity, efpecially to-
the brethren of the Baptift denomination in London, to whom
they now make application for affiftance in their attempt ta
fpread the gofpel; a work in which they are the more en-
couraged, as a fpirit of enguiry is roufed among the people,
and a profpect of widely extended ufefulnefs opens.”

Prussia., In confequence of Letters and Regifters fent
tp the Rev. Meflrs. Henry Roets, Ifaac Van Duhren, Erd-
mann Stobbe, and Peter Klein, the four mjpifters of a Bap-
tift church at Dantzick, in Polith, otherwife Royal Pruffia,
tie following information has been communicated :

Dantzick is a place of great commerce, very populous, and
perhaps about the fize of Liverpool. In the year 1792, the mer-
chants n this city exported to different parts fifty thoufand lafts of
grain, that is four million bufhels, The Dantzickers have nume-
rous places of worfhip for Lutherans and Calvinifts, the (teeples
of which, as you came from fea, begin to appear at the diftance of
about 5 leagues from the city. They have alfo an Englifh place of
worfhip, and a Baptift, or Mennonift congregation. Your letters
1o the minifters of the laft named fociety, 1 delivered with my
own hand. Their place of worfhip of about 40 feet by 32 is
very neat. Mr. Roots the elder, or paftor of the church, is the
youngeft man of their four minifters. They have one deacon,
an ‘organ in their meeting, and one fervice in a day which be-
gins at about half afier 8 in the morning, and ends at 11. They
enter on worfhip with finging, then pray, fing again, and preach
about three parts of an hour ; and conclude nearly as our Baptift
congregations do in England. Mr. Roots reads his fermons ;
but this is not done by either of his colleagues. In cold winter
weather they have a good congregation, bat in the fummer are
quite full. The women fit by themfelves. All the four minifters
are in bufinefs; they preach in turns; receive nothing for
preaching ; wear neither bands nor gowns, but appear in black
while they are at meeting, and put it off s foon as they return
home. On Lord’s-day evening, by a previous appointment, I
was introduced to them at Mr. Roots’s.  All the four minifiers
were prefent, the deacon, and alfo an attorney who under-
ftood and fpoke Englith as weil as myfelf. I was received im
a very friendly way, and, according to the cuftom of the place,
faluted with a kifs. All five, the minifters and the deacon fa-
luted me. Your letters were read to them, and I obferved
peculiar emotions in their countemances at your queftion;

¢ Whethet
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¢ Whether internal piety, or the religion of the heart flourithed
among them, or in any part of Poland or Pruffia}” In the con-
verfation, which was maintained between us by the attorney,
our interpreter, ihey atked, How the Baptifts adminiftered
ordinances in England ? How often the death of Chrift was
celebrated ¢ Whether there were colle&tions made for the poor ?
How we fing, and what pfalms ? Whether the pfalms of David
only, or other compofitions? I fhewed them Dr. Watts’s hymns
and pfalms, fome of which the gentieman read off in Dutch ;
and then fome of theirs to me in Englifh, confifting of pfalms,
and alfo of hymns fuited to the Lord’s fupper. They afked if
we had organs in our chapels? I told them that they were not
approved of ; and was informed that in general they were not
ufed in their congregations. They wifhed alfo to know how
long the fermons of our minifters are. Whether moft of our
preachers are learned men? Whether they are in bufinefs, or
Teceive falaries from their congregations ? I replied as well as
T could.

By the queftions I propofed to them, I found that they are
Calviniftic Baptifts, and are quite clear in this truth, That it is
impoffible for any man to be faved without a real change of
heart. '

They are enemies to-all war, and afked me, If any part of
England wes befieged, whether the Baptifts would fight. I faid,
to be fure they would defend themfelves againft their enemies,
But they anfwered, Chrift has told us, that we fhould love our
enemies, I then atked, What is the difference between my
going to war, and fending another in my room ? as I gathered
from their converfation they had provided fubflitutes. They
replied, that both were totally difagreeable to them; but the
laws of the country forced them to the latter. ’

At my leifure I intend to give you a more full account. The
information you defired from them, they could not obtain at
once; but faid they would endeavour to procure it from different
parts, and forward it with fome books, according to the direc~
tions I gave them. '

London, March 26, 1795.
REV. AND DEAR SIR, ) :

IN our laft converfation, you expreffed your with to be-
come more acquainted with the ftate of religion on the Con-
tinent, and with the labours of fuch minifters of Chrift, in
various denominations, who preach the gofpel with faithfulnefs
and zeal. T will gladly give you fuch information as T am able
to do from the correfpondence of our Brethren with minifters
of other perfuafions, The greateft part of this information
T have received from the minutes of a Conference of clergy~
men, who meet annually about Whitfuntide, at Herrnhut,
our largeft fettlement in Upper Lufatia, to confult with, and,
' edify
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e¢dify ane another. Each communicates, either by word of
mouth, or by letter, his experience and the obfervations he has
made in the year paft, and hears the remarks made, or re-
ceives the advice given. This annual meeting’ has been
of infinite fervice to the caufe of God in many places, and
God has laid a fpecial bleffing upon it. I had once the favor
to be prefent, and muft confefs, that the fight of thefe vener-
able fervants of Chrift filled me with reverence and awe.
About thirty parifh minifters and curates generally affemble,
fometimes more; Some are of the Lutheran, others of the
reformed or Calvininiftic Church. But befides thofe who at-
tend, a great many more are confidered as members of this
Conference, who fend letters to the annual meeting which
are read, difcufled, and anfwered by fome of the members
prefent ‘'who are nominated for that purpofe. The minutes
of this Conference. are communicated to all our Congrega-
tions in extract; and thus we become acquainted with the
flate of vital religion in many parts of the world, and are
excited to praife the Lord, Indeed, he has done great things,
far beyond our expectation, fo that, when fometimes like
Elijah, weare apt to mourn that only one is left, we are com-
forted to hear of thoufands who have not bowed the knee to
Baal.’I muft add, that oxr minifters who are prefent attend only
as guelts, though a bithop of our church is nominated Pre.
fident. I fhall now proceed to mention what I kriow of dif-
ferent countries, and endeavour not to exceed the bounds of
a letter,

France—Alface. There are in this country a pretty
confiderable number of parifh minifters in connexion, who
hold correfpondence with our Brethren, and feveral of them
annually tranfmit a letter to the Conference. The recent
political difturbances have, in fome meafure, impeded the
progrefs of the gofpel, and efpecially the growth of the young
people in the knowledge and love of our Saviour, and they
forget thic one thing needful. In a late report, received pre-
vious to the prefent troubles, I remember to have read, that
the gofpel is preached to near 50,000 perfons by thefe mi-
nifters, the parithes of fome being very large, of whom, it
is to be hoped, that not a few will be faved.

SwitzerranD., By a correfpondence which is opened
between various brethren of the Lutheran, Calviniftic, and
vther denominations, and the above mentioned Conference,
it appears, that in the city and canton of Bafil, there are
feveral evangelical parith minifters and curates, heartily
concerned for the fuccefs of the gofpel, and who di[cove;l-

are
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a real attachment to each other— to the doctrine of the God-
head and atonement of our Lord, and to fuch denominations
in every counry who hold Chrift the head. Nine of them
'meet annually in conference. Some of whom, while they
lament the diffipation and indifference to religion, with which
many in the rifing gensration are carried away, write, That
the preaching of the gofpel, in their refpective charges, is
followed with a bleffing; and that among the young, the
catechumens, and the awakened, they plainly difcern the
work of the Holy Spirit. One of thefe clergymen, from
promifing appearances in his parifh, expets a rich harveft of
fouls. Another, whofe parith extends through five villages,
fpeaks of a general awakening; and of two fmall focieties,
one of twenty perfons, and another of not lefs than ffty, who
privately meet for the edification of each other in the ways
of God. At one of the laft meetings of thefe nine minifters,
they propofed a queftion to this effe¢t: « How is it that
where the gofpel has been long and faithfully publifhed there
are no more evidences of found converfion ¢’ '

Denmark, One of the Deans in Zealand has the plea-
fure of feeing the admiffion of the gofpel among his flock,
and the public fervice well attended. He is alfo intimate with
three neighbouring minifters, one of them a Profeffor in the
Univerfity, who frequently meet to converfe of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God. They are inquifitive
about the ftate of religion in other parts of the world, and
very much rejoiced whenever they obtain accounts of the
fpread of the gofpel. In Copenhagen the capital, in the Pe-
ninfula of Jutland, and in the ifland of Falfter, as well as in
other parts of the Danith dominions; many of the Clergy, it
feems, preach the truth as it is in Jcfus, and are affe&tionately
united to other good men whofe forms of worfhip very much
differ from their own. '

Norway. Among our Norwegian correfpondents, there
is a minifter who, on his journey thither, preached in the
cathedral church at Chriftiana, exhibiting Chrift as the new
and living way to happinefs. In his parifh, he preaches to
between five and fix thoufand fouls. A blefing attends his
miniftry. He has repeated proofs of the faving power of the
gofpel. "And though the churches are large, fuch is the eager-
nefs with which his parifhioners flock to hear the word, that
many are obliged to ftand without.

SwepEN. A minifter who gives the information from
bis own knowledge, fays, That there are a¢ leaft twenty cleigy-
- men
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men who preach the gofpel in Weft Gothland, five or fix in
Eaft Gothland, five in Findland, ten or more in Schonen
(otherwife Scania), and three or four in the vicinity of Stock-
holm, thé capital of Sweden. '

 Hungary. A Dignitary who has feveral minifters under
his direftion, and a cure of above 135,000 fouls, fays; « That
fince the mild reign of Jofeph the 2d, Hungary has had glo-
rious times. 'THe Proteftants have free licence to eftablith
fchools and churches, and now enjoy liberty of confcience, and
unnumbered privileges for which their anceftors fighed ini
vain. Leopold, the fucceflor of the Emperor Jofeph, has
enlarged and fecursd thofe liberties: his fucceffor, Francis,
is moft favourably difpofed towards the fame caufe. The
harveft in Hungary may truly be denominated great, but
faithful labourers are few; yet there are feveral not only or-
thodox in their heads, but what is infinitely more important,
full of love to Jefus in their hearts,”

Saxony. Inthe Ele&orate of Saxony, in the Marqui-
fate of Lufatia, in the dutchy of Pomerania, and in Voigt-
land the fouthern divifion of the Marquifate of Meiffen (or
Mifnia), as well as in many other parts of Germany, the
golpel is held in high efteem, and the name of Chrift glori-
tied by the teftimony and converfation of many faithful wit- -
nefles of the truth. In fome of thefe places, the minifters
complain of an increafing number of Freethinkers, as they
call themfelves, and of beiﬁs, who ridicule the gofpei of
Chrift. Theyrequeft their brethren to unite with them in.
praying, that the faithful preaching of the gofpel, in its native
fimplicity, may prove the wifdom of God, and the pewer of
God, in regenerating the hearts of multitudes. There are
many pious people in their churches ; and they mention others
who have! lately departed this life, knowing in whom they
kad believed. ‘

Another Minifter, near Leipfic, in Saxony, who, with
Paul, glories in the crofs of Chrift, and endeavours to bring
his hearers {avingly acquainted with themfelves, fays, That
his congregation condifts of three forts 'of people. 1. A
very few who know our Lord Jefus Chrift, love him, and
keep together in a kind of fociety; edifying one another; re~
gardlefs of the contempt of the world. ‘Thefe frequently
meet at their minifter’s houfe; and are vifited by him in thex
refpective abodes. 2. The major part lead a fober and honeft
life ; tremble at the thoughts of hell, yet remain fuch flaves .
of fin,as to caufe their minifter great rouble. Numbers of ;lbir;

ans
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clafs are defirous of being faved, at leaft from punifliment,
but they never caft themfelves at the feet of Chrift as hell
deferving finners. 3. Many, efpecially of the young people;
live without any thoughts of God, or their own fouls ; they
make no enquiry about the way of ri%hteoufnefs. Yet among

the Catechumens, for two years fucceffively, pleafing evi~
dences of divine grace have appeared.

Another refpe@able fervant of Chrift, on the Baltic, ha3
laboured in the Lord’s vineyard ever fince 1756. About
that year he faw a glorious revival of religion, under the
miniftry of two faithful witnefles who have fince finithed
their teftimony. He is now the only minifter that awakened
finners can apply to in the neighbourhood. His labours are
bleffed among the rude inhabitants. Many are called out of
darknefs into marvellous light. He finds that catechifing
of children is very much blefled ; and in his parith, which
comprehends four villages, he has two awakened {choolmafters
wheo are intent upon fowing the good feed of the word in the
tender hearts of their pupils.

In Livonia, a fouthern province of Ruflia, in Europe, ﬁreat
numbers of ferious chriftians, and many evangelical minifters,
are united together in the bonds of the gofpel. A Dignitary
of the ifle of Qefel, in the Baltic Sea, whofe parifh extends
ten German, or fixty Englith miles in circumference, is not
afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift, for he finds it the power of
God unto falvation to fome of the  moft uncivilized of the
human race. He often travels twelve or fourteen miles, and
fometimes farther, to vifit a fick perfon, and fpares no pains

in the ftation which the providence of God has called him to
fill. :

A S 1 A

Russia.  Our Brethren at Sarepta, on the banks of the
river Wolga, near Aftracan, in Afatic Ruffia (a fettlement
made chiefly with a view to the propagation of the gofpel
among the Tartar tribes in that neighbourhood), keep up
an uninterrupted brotherly interceurfe with the parith minifters
of feveral German colonies, eftablithed on the fame river,
who are faitnful and zealous minifters of the gofpel, and have
formed confiderable focieties among their parifhioners. Thefe
Clergy fend their reports to the Conference at Hermhut.

I have thus briefly ftated what I know refpeQting the im-
portant matter in queftion, for it is truly important, and
heart reviving ' to us, though of different perfuafions,

[
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to know that the Lord Jefusis adored as the Saviour in many
lands and nations. And I moft cordially join you in your
fervent wifhes for a glorious and rapid increafe of his king-
“m on earthy being

Rev. and dear Sir, yours,

C. J. LATROBE.

"AFRIC A

Letters from two Negro Brethren, viz. the Paftor and Elder
of the Baptift Church at Sierra Leone.

'S1ERRA LEONE. Freetown, Nov. 12, 1794. (Extract)

Dear Brother Rippon, I am forry to inform you, that
on Sunday, the 28th of Sept. about eight o’clock in thé
morning, there came into our harbour, under Englifh colours,
a French fleet confifting of feven fail: one %hip of fifty
guns, two frigates, two brigs, and two fhips of twenty guns:
We thought they were our friends until they came up a<
breaft of the town. But without fending in any meflage,
they poured a broad-fide upon the town. At the firft fire
the governor ordered the colours to be ftruck, but it pre-
vailed nothing. They kept up a conftant fire for the {pace
of an hour and half. The people had not time to take with
theém fo much as their clothes, but Whites and Blacks were
obliged to run back into the mountains. The French landed
and plundered our houfes of all that we had; broke and de-
ftroyed every thing. They burned all the Company’s ftores,
and every houfe that the Company had in’ the colony; the
church in which Mr. Horne ufed to preach, and all the build-
ings ; deftroyed the cannon, killed all the cattle, hogs, goats,
fheep and fowls. They burned but fix of the fettlers houfes ;
yet they have left us in a bad condition. Inallthe firing they
killed but one child, about feven years old, and wounded four
more. One man and one woman had their legs fhot off;
fhe is fince dead with her wound; the others are like to do
well. In all this I fee the hand of God. It was his mercy
that there were not a greater number of the people killed,
for thinking that our friends were coming, all went to fee the
fleet, and were at the water fide ir. multitudes when they fired
onthe town. As they took away all the clothes from every
body, whites and blacks, fo they firipped me among the reft,
of all my clothes; they did not leave me a fecond thirt to
my back. My wife and children were almoft naked. Sir,
will you be pleafed to lay it before our Brothers, and bcfarlcl

. a
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all the Baptift churches in London. I would be Very glad if
they wilkconfider me in my condition, and will fend me fome
cld clothes ; if it be ever fo coarfe I will be thankful, My
family is well, and fo is my congregation; and we all, with
one heart pray that God would fanctify his hand to us, We
beg the eamel{ prayers of all Chtlft’s people, in particular our
Baptift brothers and {ifters in London. 1 remain your Bro

ther in God.
DAVID GEORGE.

T take the earlieft dbpportunity to acquaint you, that we had.
a fine paflage, and arrived at Sierra Leone in 32 days from
Portfinouth, We got fight of land in the evening, but it being
foggys we came to anchor, thinking to breakfaft on thore
the next morning. In the morning, all in high fpirits, we
failed into the harbour, but to our great mortification there
lay a French fleet under Englith colours; three of which got
under way and chafed us out to fea: we out failed them fome
hours, but the wind dying away, they came up with us in
the evening, and fired two broadfles into the Harpy, which
obliged us to ftrike: They then boarded us, and took the
captain and half the thip’s company, with myfelf, on board
one of the French fhips. While we were priforrers they
robbed me of all I had; they even took my hat off my head;
and the nextt day they fet me on fhore; but the town was
deferted. ‘The inhabitants had all fled into the woods for
fafety, and left the French in full poffefion of the place.
- 'When they had plundered us of all they chofe, they burned

the reft; with the town befides; and all the fhips in the har=
bour. After a deal of fearching, I found my wife and family
21l well, confidering their fituation. - I am happy to think I
brought nothing more for our meeeting-houfe, as I have loft
all the papers, &c. We have concluded to ftay till we bear
from the Sierra Leone Company. 1 fhall efteem it a favour
if you will fend me a Hymn and Pfalm Booky large printy
for the French have got my fpetacles, and my eyes arc dim.
Pray remember me to the {everal minifters, and to their con-
gregations. With all my lofies, I have not loft the love of
God in my foul; and I ardently beg the brethren will pray
for me. Yours, &c. ’

JOHN CUTHBERT.

Mr. John Cuthbert, whofe fignature appears above, is the
amiable negro, who, in company with Mr. Rippon, vifited the
Brethren lait year at Briftol and Bath. The benevolent Gentle-

men who have communicated to the negro churches of the Baptift
denominationt
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ﬁcn()mination abroad, will be gratified to hear, that, when Mr.
Cuthbeyt was ftripped, returning to Sierra Leone, he loft but
very little belonging to the church, except the nails and irox
work which were to be ufed in building 'their p'ace of worfhip.
Before he left London, a plan was given him for the meeting-
houfe, and he was offered, out of the colle&tions, one or two
hundred pounds- towards the execution of it ; but, providentially,
he declined carrying any quantity of money with him, faying
repeatedly, ¢ I may be taken by the French.” To this circum-
ftance he refers in his letter, when he fays, He is happy to think
that he took no more for the meeting-houfe with him. The
principal papers he loft related t6 a deed of truft for the meeting-
houfe, with inftrutions to draw for a certain fum of fmoney un-
der the regulations preferibed. _

After the above explanations, it may not by improper to in-
fert the fubfequent extralls chigfly made from the report of the
Court of Direftors of the Sierra Leone Company, to the Ge-
meral Court of Proprietors, delivered on Feb. 26, 1793.

¢ The Diretors have fome reafon to fuppofe that the com-
mander of this {quadron may not have received any regular coni-
miffion from the prefent French Convention; and that the equip-
ment of it may have been made on the fpeculation of private indi-
viduals (fome of them flave traders) a&irg as owners of priva-
teers, and not declaring the particular objeét of its deftination.*

Many things confpired towards the cataftrophe. The flave
traders difliked the fettlement, as inimical to their traffic. % One
Newell, an American {lave captain, who had before had a dif-
pute with the Governor, ptloted the French veflels into the river.
He was joined by another American, a flave trader, of the name
of Mariner, who appears to have prejudiced the minds of the
French, and was heard vowing deftrution to the place, and every
individual in it, if fome run-away flaves of a perfon with whom
be had lived, were not reftored. He alfo related how the fet=
tlers had formerly followed him into his boats with ftones; but
now, faid be, 1 fball glut myfelf avith revenge’” And in the dif-
trefs, ¢“ Leman, a black fettler, who had been fome time before
imprifoned for felling a man as a flave,” helped on the plunder,
and was feen exulting ¢ in a laced {uit of clothes, intended fo¥
one of the African chiefs.” }

On theii*landing, the French feemed to have no intertion to
make depredations on any of the free negroes. ¢ The captain
faid, that 4t was his intention to burn every houfe in the place
belonging to Engli/bmen.”” But he made ¢ flrong proteftations
of his friendly intentions with refpe@ to the Blacks;” and gave
¢ 3 folemn affuranee that the {ettlers houfes fhould be faved from
fire.> So that the attack, as far as the French had any hand
in it, was made againft the colony at Sierra Leone, under the
idea of its being an Engli/b trading company. But the Commo-
tore faid from the beginning, ¢ That, if the feamen and foldiers
wete difpofed to plunder, he could not prevent them.” And

APRIL 1795 ‘ lience
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hence, in the devaftation, little diftin@ion was made betweew
the property of the company and their fervants, and the effefts
of the free negroes, except in one inftance—the conflagration
was extended to the buildings of the company in general, but
there were only fix of the SETTLERS HOUSES burned *.

That the French fquadron had formed no plan hoftile to the
felicity of the negroes, but rather the contrary, is probable; for,
previous to their arrival at Sierra Leone, they had deftroyed the
Slawe faitory of the Ifles de Los ; and, after their departure from
Freetown, they * liberated 6oo flaves;” who, unhappily, were
by the natives again reduced into frefh captivity.

On the whole, diftrefling as the Providence of God has been,
it may be hoped, in this inftance alfo, that the wrath of mar jbali
praife him. For ¢ the Governor and Council ftate, in abatement
of the calamity, that fome grod effelds may be confidered as re<
fulting fromn it. The late events have opened the eyes of the
Nova Scotians + to their own folly, in having contended for the
ground neareft the water fide, to the neglet of the cultivation of
the more diftant and mountainous parts They even remark,

€ That the imprevement about to take place in the moun-
tains during the enfuing dry feafon, feems likely to be as great
and importanty as the deiriment which has been recently done
to the town.”

And the Direftors farther report, that, in the courfe of the
expedition of the French fquadron, « the flave trade is faid to
have received a confiderable blow ; the whole of the property
already known to be captured and deftroyed by it, being fuppofed
to amount to £ 400,000, of which much the greater part was
engaged in that pernicious traffic. Some commercial advax-
tages, as well as opportunities of increafing the company’s in-
fluerce, may poflibly be the confequence of this deftruction of
European property on the neighbouring coaft.”

When the intelligence arrived in London, ¢ the Direftors
loft no time in difpatching two {mall veflels to the fettlement;
each carrying an aflortment of neceffaries for its confumption.
They were alfo able to embark a few material articles on board
their fhip the Amy, which happened to be detained at Plymouth,
and which had already in her a fmall quantity of goods for
trade.”” Mr. Dawe’s, two years Governor of the colony, who
had been induced by the ftate of his health, and the circumftances
of his family, to think of retiring from-his ftation, failed in the
above veflel, giving another proof of his zeal in the caufe of the
Sierra Leone Company, at a crifis which renders his prefcnce
very defirable. .

* Whether thefe houfes were deftroyed by accident, or defign, -we
bave not yet been informed. EpiToR.

4 Thefe free blacks arc here called Nova Scotians becaufe they came
from Nova Scotia.
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A L I.ST

OF SOME OF THE BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS LATELY
PUBLISHED BY THE BAPTISTS.

A
- Anox¥Mous, by a Lapy. .
Amufement Hall ; or, an eafy Introdution to tle attainmerit

of Ufeful Knowledge; with an elegant Frontifpiece *.

1n Works of learned Labour let the Men,

With their fuperior Pow’rs, employ the Pen,

And hidden Truths explore ;—'tis our Defign

Tnftruétion with Amufement to combine,

Pleafure with ufeful Knowledge to unite,

And yield at once Improvement and Delight.

12mo, pp. 140. Price 2s. 6d. bound, 17g54.

Sold by Gardiner, Button, and Martin, London,

B

. Rev. THomas Barowin, A. M. Bofton, N. A,

A Brief Vindication of the particular Communion of the Baptift
Churches; béing a Reply to the Remarks of the Rev. Noah
Worcefter, A, B. in his Friendly Letter to the Author ; wherein
the Subje&t and Mode of Baptifin are particularly confi-
dered.  Second edition. 12mo. pp. 6, 1794. Sold by Man-
ning and Loring, Bofton,

Rev. Isa1as Birt, Plymouth Dock.
A Vindication of the Baptifts, in Three Letters, addreffed to a
Friend at Saltath. 1z2mo. pp. 30. ‘
Cottle, James, and Rofe, Briftol.

Rev. James Bicueno, Newbury. o
The Signs of the Times; or the Overthrow of the Papal Ty-
ranny in France, the Prelude of Deftruion to Popery and
Defpotifm, but of Peace to Mankitid. Part the Second. With
an Addrefs to the Péople of Great Britain. 8vo. pp. 71. 1794-
Price 1s. 6d. Sold by Parfons, London.

Rev. LemweL BurkiTT, North Carolina.
An Abridgement of Englifh Grammar, partly extra&ted from
Eminent and approved Authors, with Obfervations entirely
new. 8vo. pp. 71. Quarter of a dollar. Sold by the Author.

. ¥ An extra& from this pleafing piece would have adorned the page
on which it is advertifed, had the narrow limits of the Regifter per-
mitted it; but the quantity of matter on hand forbids the pleafure, and
2lfo the admiffion of any thing more into this Number, relative to buoks,
than a bare mention of thetitles of the pieces which are inferteld.
if any work is .omitted, in the lift, it is becaufe it has no been duly
forwarded, free of expence, tc the EpivoR:

Q2 Rev,
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D
Rev. Traomas Dunn, Newport, Rhode-Ifland.
) An Emigrant from England.

A Difcourfe delivered in the New Dutch Church, Naffw-ftreét,
on Tuefday the 21t of October, 1794, before the New-
York Society for the Information and Affiftance of Perfons
emigrating from Foreign Countries. Text, Exod. xxiii. g.
Ye kuow the beart of u flranger, feeing ye were flrangers in the
land of Egypt. 8vo. pp. z8. Wayland, New York.

E

Rev. Jorn Evans, A. M. London.

. A Sketch of the feveral Denominations into which the
Chriftian World is divided, accompanicd with & perfuafien
to religious moderation.  8vo. Price 1s.

The great leffon which every fect cught to learn from the hiftory
of the church, is Moderation. WaTtsow, Bifhop of Landaff.

2. Juvenile Pieces, defigned for the Youth of both Sexes. Second
edition, enlarged, with an elegant Frontifpiece. Price zs. 6d.
fewed. On fine wove paper, and hot prefled. 3s. {ewed.

Crolby, London.

H

Rev. W. W. HorwnE, Tibenham, Norfolk.
New Songs of Zion; or, fhort Hymns colleted from the
Scriptures of the Old Teftament. 8vo. pp. 11z. Price ftitched,
1s. 6d. Sold by the Author, and by Mathews, London.

X

Rev. Jou~n Knorr, Chatham. .
The diftinguithing Principles and Pra&tice of the Baptifts
vindicated ; in Seven Dialogues; or, an Anfwer to Mr.
Shrubfole’s Plain Chriftian Shepherd’s Defence of his Flack.
8vo. pp. 63. Price 1s. ~ Button, London.

L

Reév. Taomas Lancpon, Leeds.

The Obligations of Chriftians to fupport a Converfétion becofn-
ing the Gofpel. A fermon preached to a Congregation of
Proteftant Diffenters in Hull, Feb. 8,, 1795, on occafion of
their forming themfelves into a Chriftian Society, under the

- paftoral eare of the Rev. William Pendered.

Rawfon, Hull; Binns, Leeds; Vernor, Johnfon, and Thomas,

London.

Rev. Er1as Lee, Ridgfield, America.
The Diflolution of Earthly Monarchies, the Downfal of Anti-
chiift, and the full Difplay of Zion’s King. A fermon deli-
vored

tot.
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vered to the Baptit Church, in Ridgfield, March 1, 1794,
Text, 1 Tim. vi. 15, Which in bis times b fball fogw, awha
is the tleffed and only Potentate, phe King of kings and Lord of
{ords. 8vo. pp. 28.  Douglas, Danbury.

M

ComMiTTEE OF THE BaPTIsT Mission.

Num. 1. Periodical Accounts relative to a Society formed
among the Particular Baptifts, for propagating the Goipel
among the Heathen, 8vo. pp. 84. Price 1s.

Sold by Button and Thomas, London; and to be had of the
Baptift Minifters in moft of the principal towns in the
kingdom.

P

Rev. Samuer Pearce, A. M. Birmingham.

The Scripture Do@rine of Chriftian Baptifm, with fome Hifto-
rical Remarks on that Subjeét, in a fermon preached April
20, 1794, at the Baptifm of twelve perfons, on a profeffion
of Faith and Repentance, at the Baptift Meeting-houfe, in
Harvey-lane, Leicefter. Publifhed at the unanimous Requeft of
the Church, and many indiyiduals in the Congregation. Text,
A&s xxvill. 22. But e defire to bear of thee, avhat thou
thinkeff 5 for as concerning this Jec?, we know that every where
it is [poken againff. 12mo. pp. §6.

Button and Thomas, London ; and at the veltry of Cannon-fireet

- Meeting, Birmingham, '

R

Rev. Wirriam Ricuarps, A. M. Lynn.
Member of the Pennfylvania Society, for promoting the aboli-
tion of Slavery.
1. Refle®ions an French Atheifm, and on Englifh Chriftianity.
Second edition. 8vo. pp. 36. Price 1s.

2. Food for a Faft-day; or, a few Seafonable Hints for the ufe
of thofe good people who believe in the propriety and effi-
cacy of Public Fafts, and who intend to obferve the 25th of
February 1795, as a Faft-day. 6vo, pp. zo. Price 6d.

Jordan, London ; Flower, Cambridge ; March, Norwich; Rofs,

Carmarthen.

Mr. Tromas Ripron, London,

An elegant Engraving of a Geographical Clock, which con-
tains the Names and Situations of all the moft remarkable
Places in the W rld: and exhibits, at one View, the Time of
Day or Night at 2!l thofe Places round the Globe. With it is
delivered a familiar Defcription of its Ufe, and a copious
alphabetical Index, by which any Place may be readily found,
and its Longitude and Latitude afcertained. Price 2s.

Sold by the Author, Thomas Rippon, Drawing-Office, Bank
of England ; and by Mr. Turner, No 13, Cornhill, London.

3 Rev.
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Rev. Joun Ryrawnp, D. D. Briitol.

The certain Increafe of the Glory and Kingdom of Jefus. A
fermon preached at Chard, in Somerfetthire, on Wednefday
evening, June 11th, 1794, at the annual meeting of the Baptift
Aflociation ; publifhed at the requeft of the Church at Chard,
and others who heard it, Text, John iii. 30. He muff increafe.
8vo. pp. 36. Price 6d. o '

Brown, Cottle, and James, Briftol ; Button and Thomas, London.

T

Rev. Josuva Tovimin, A. M. Taunton.

1. Th: Immutzbility of God, and the Trials of Chrift’s Mini-
firy ; reprefented in two fermons preached at Effex Chapel,
in the Strand, March 30, and April 6, 17g4. Publifhed at
earneft requeft. 8vo. pp. 4q. Price 1s. ‘

2. The Charafter and Hope of the Righteous ; reprefented in
a fermon preached at Collumpton, Devon, on the 21ft of
September 1794 ; on occafion of the much lamented death of
the Rev. Samuel Morgan, who departed this life, September
the 15th, in the fixty-fourth year of his age; to which is
added, the Addrefs at the Interment. 8vo. pp. 38. Price ¢d.

Woolmer, Exon; Johnfon, London.

4. The Hiffory of the Puritans, or Proteftant Nonconformifts,

" from the Reformation to the death of Queen Elizabeth: with
an Account of their Principles ; their Attempts for a further
Reformation in the Church; their Sufferings ; and the Lives
and Charaters of their moft confiderable Divines. By
Dawnier Nearw, A. M. Volume the II. A new edition,
revifed, correted and enlarged, by Jossua TovrMmiy,
A. M 1794 Dilly, London. ’

Rev. Zewas Trivert, Langham, Effex.
A Scheme of Chronology reprefenting at one View, the Times of
the Prophets, and how long they Prophefied. '
" In order to underftand the true meaning of a prophet, it is of
great importance to know the time when he prophefied.
This is a beautifully engraved fheet. Price 6d,
Sold by the Author, and by Darton and Harvey, London.

Rev. Danier TwanEer, A. M. Abingdon.
3. The gathering of the People to Chrift confidered in a fermen
reached at Henley-upon-Thames, at an affociation of minifters,
func the 24th, 1794. Text, Gen. xlix. 10. 4nd to him foall
the gathering of the pesple be. 8vo. pp. 31. Price 6d.

z. A Ward in Seafon, addrefled to all ferious Chriftians, upon
" the Neceffity and Importance of uniting their humble and
earneft Supplications at the Throne of Grage, on account of
National Sins and Calamities. 1zmo’pp. 12. Price 1s. 6d.

for 25, or gs. per hundred. Knott, London.
OBI-
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OBITUARY
FOR. 1794.

Rev. Josuua Woop, Sallendine Nosk, York.

ON September 6, 1794, died the Rev. Jothua Wood,
Baptift Minifter at Sallendine Nook, near Huddersfield, -
Yorkfhire. The following particulars, however defetive,
I hopé will be acceptable to fome of your readers.

He was born in the month of Oétober 1734. His father,
Mr. David Wood, was a reputable man in the corn trade at
Leeds. He was of the Prefbyterian perfuafion, kept up the
worfhip of God in his family, and governed his domeftics
with anfwerable decorum and propriety. His fon Jofhua was
kept at fchool till he was fourteen years of age, and being pof=
feffed of good natural abilities, and a love of learning, his
progrefs was pretty confiderable. He was then taken into
his father’s counting-houfe, and occafionally affifted in other
branches of the bufinefs. His mother, about this period, be-
gun to hear thofe minifters who are commonly diftinguifhed
by the name of Methodifts. Her fon Jofhua frequently ac-
companied her; and it pleafed God to make ufe of their
preaching for the awakening of his mind to a fenfe of his loft
condition as a finner, and his need of the falvation which is in
Jefus Chrift. He begun to.make a public profeflion of reli-
gion at about the age of feventeen, when he joined Mr.
Wefley’s fociety at Leeds.

Bur having an opportunity of hearing that eminent fervant
of Chrift, Mr. George Whitefield, his views of the evangeli-
cal fyftem were enlarged; he embraced the doctrines com-
monly called Calviniftic, and, in confequence of this change
in his fentiments, left the fociety above nained.

Mr. Weod’s advancement in knowledge and piety was
fuch, that about his 20th year his friends thought him qualified
for public ufefulnefs, and encouraged him to make trial of his
gifts in preaching. The bufinefs of the counting-houfe did not
fuit his turn of mind. He had ali along a ftrong bias to
learning, and the acquifition of religious knowledge. He
therefore left his father’s houfe, and refided for about twelve
months at Shipley; during which period he frequently preached
at Idle, near Bradford, and at other places.  But returning to
Leeds he was admitted a member, and an affiftant preacher
of the Society of Independents, under the care of the late

' ' Rev.
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Rev. Mr. Edwards, and continued in that relation and capg-
city till the year 1760, '

Mr, Wood, befides his ‘employment as an occafional
preacher, kept a{chool at Leedsy and it appears that he was
well qualified for this province. But having an invitation to
preach to a copgregation, who ufually aflembled for divine
worthip in a room in the Angel-yard, in Wakefield, he re-
moved thither, in compliance with their folicitations.

While he continued at Wakefield, Mr. Wood was con-
vinced, that the baptifin of believers by immerfion is the one
baptifm which was inftituted by Jefus Chrift, and practifed oy
his apcftles and the primitive churches. After fome hefita-
tion, having examined the fubjeét with cool deliberation, he
refolved, whatever facrifice he might make in fo doing, to
comply with the ordinance, He accordingly fignified his de-
{ire of being baptized to the late Mr. Hartley of Haworth,
and Mr. Crabtree of Bradford, They gave him the meeting
at the houfe of the writer of this article, where Mr. Wood
communicated a very pleafing account of the Lord’s dealings
with him, of his faith in Chrift, and views of the gofpel, and
was baptized the fame day. ‘ \

The Baptift church at Halifax being then deftitute of a
minifter invited Mr. Wood to preach to them, His Jabours
gave general fatisfaltion, and he had an honourable difmiffion

rom the church at Leeds, figned by Mr. Edwards and others.
In the year 1760 he was ordainéd paftor. Mr. Hartley deli-
vered an excellent charge on the occafion, and Mr. Crabtree
preached to the people with much affetion, ferioufnefs, and
propriety. ' ' ‘
" He continued at Halifax till the year 1770, and was after-
wards recommended, by the Rev. John '1'ommas of Briftol,
to the church at Prefcott, Devon. He went to this people in
September 1771.  But, as he found at length that there were
fome in the church who would not agree to the due order of
the Gofpel, though they had been for a fufficient time pofleffed
of jules'which he had drawn up for their confideration, he
could not remain there with any comfort; and fo, after havin
ferved there upwards of twelve months, he removed. Bu%
his labours had been confiderably blefled for the awakening of
carelefs {inners, many of whom were baptized, and added to
the church after his removal. : ‘ i

The Baptift intereft at Sallendine Nook had beenin a very
low ftate. For along courfe of years, Mr. Henry Clayton,
a plain, fteady, upright man, had laboured there under great
difcouragemgnts and with little appearance of fuccels. Bur
that good man had the happinefs of fecing a very gon 1demblf:l

revival
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revival of religion in his congregation towards the clofe of his
life. Ashe was now far advanced in yeart, and attended with
infirmities, he made the motion for Mr. Wood to be invited
to come and fettle in that neighbourhood, as an affiftant to
him. Mr. Wood having an unanimous call, after fome time,
complied with it, and was received into the family of Mr.
Ingham of Lockwood, where he was generouily entertained
for fome years. This was eventually a very great bleffing
to the. fociety and congregation at Sallendine Nook. Mr.
Clayton and Mr. Wood lived in peace and harmony, and
aflifted each other in the public fervices of the fan&uary, till
the good old man finithed his labours and his pilgrimage on
carth, and went to take pofleffion of the promifed inheritance
in heaven, for which he had long been patiently waiting.
At Mr. Clayton’s deceafe,, Mr. Wood, at ths requeft of
the church, took the whole charge of them upon himfelf, and
continued in his relation to them with reputation and honour,
till it pleafed God to call him home.

His confitution was rather delicate and feeble; he was
eften under affli¢tion, and yet but feldom fo far indifpofed as
to be rendered incapaple of attending to his ufual exercifes in
the pulpit. Hishealth vifibly declined for about a year before
he died ; but fuch was his regard for the great work in which
he was engaged, that he preached twice to his dear people the
Sabbath but one before he went to reft, His labours were
greatly owned among them, and he was highly efteemed
by them for his work’s fake. His zeal for God, and his con-
cern for the welfare of the fouls of men, were obferved by
his people to increafe more and more, as he drew nearer to
the clofe of his life.

During fome of the laft days of his illnefs, he was fo weak,
that he was fcarcely able to converfe with his friends. But
his mind was calm and ferene in the profpect of his end. He
faid to fome, who were lamenting to think of the probability
of his being foon taken from them, ¢ I have lived long enough
to fee the weaknefs and inftability of man, to know that fal-
vation is entirely by grace through Jefus Chrift, and to be
fatisfied refpecting my own intereft in that falvation. Heaven
Is the place I have been praying and longing for thefe forty
years, and why fhould I" ftart back at the near profpect of
entering into it 3! It it were the will of God that he thould
be fpared to be a little longer ufeful, he was refigned; but if
it pleafed the Sovereign Difpofer of life and death to remove
him, he faid, he was perfectly willing to die. Thus good
Dr. Watts, when on the bed of languithing, was afked by
one of his friends, how it was with him? he anfwered, « I

am
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am waiting for God’s permiffion to die.”” ‘This happy ftate
of mind was particularly exemplified in our worthy friend,
The fervant who attended him happening at one time to hear
him with fome emphafis repeat thefe words, “ 1 am ready, 1
am ready,” fhe ftepped to him, and foftly enquired, for what
he was ready? He anfwered, « I am ready to die!”” In this
ftate of compofure and tranquillity he refigned his foul into
the hands of his Redeemer. He was buried at Sallendine
Nook on the 1oth of September, and his funeral fermon was
preached by brother Hartley of Hallifax, the Sabbath next but
one following, from the words of the apoftle Paul, 2 Tim. iv.
7> 8. 1 have fought a_good fight, I bave finifhed my courfe, I
bave kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
¢f righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Fudge, fhall
give ‘me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them alfo
that love his appearing. This text had been much in his
thoughts during his ficknefs. The whole of it afforded him
refrefhment and confolation ; but he often repeated the latter
part of it with great emotion, Not 7o me only, but to all them
alfo that love his appearing. The doltrines of the Golpel in
general, which he had maintained and preached in life and
health, were his comfort in ficknefs, and in the hour of death.
The life of this good man was fo uniformly circumfpe&t,
and exemplary, that he might be faid to have had @ good report
of all meny and of the truth itfelf. In his private condudt, he
wa$ peaceable and benevolent ; and, making allowance for the
infirmities incident to human nature, in every view highly
refpe@able. He was fo fteady in his attachment to what he
believed to be right, whether in principle or practice, that he
could not be induced to deviate from it, by either the frowns
or the fmiles of any man whatever. This was a diftinguifh-

ing feature in his charalter, T
He had a penetrating genius, his judgment was remarkably
corret, and he was well verfed in eafuiftical divinity. Yet
his preaching was plain and praétical, efpecially for the laft
twenty years of his life. During this period, he was fully
convinced of the propriety and the neceflity of a minifterial
addrefs to the unconverted. And it is worthy of remark, that
after he had this convi€tion, his minifterial Jabours were ren-
dered abundantly more fuccefsful than before, in turning fin-
ners from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God. The late Prefident Edwards was his favourite author,
He read his works with conftant attention, approbation, and
delight. But the facred Scriptures were his chief delight: he
read them in their originals, and ftudied them with unwearied
application. He wrote his fermons almoft at length, yet he
never
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never made ufe of notes in the pulpit. God was pledfed to
give him many feals of his miniftry, who, it is hoped, will
be his joy and crown- of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jefus.
Mr. Wood has left nothing in print but a circular letter, ad-
drefled to the Affociation, ON RELIGIOUS ZEAL. As he was
never married, he lived in a great meafure exempted from do-
meftic cares, and devoted his life to ftudy and retirement. I
fhall clofe this fhort tribute to his memory with the admonition
of the apoftle to the Hebrews: Remember them which bave
the rule over you, who have [poken to you the word of God;
whofe faith follow, confidering the end daf their converfation,
Jefus Chrifly the [ame yeflerday, and to day, and for ever.

: JouN FAwWCETT.
Brearly Hall, Nov. 8, 1794.

Mr, WiLrLiam BrowN, Deacon at Abford.

Mr, William Brown was an honourable and ufeful mem-
ber of the church at Afhford, in Kent, for near forty-three
years, In the early part of his life he lived with his grand-
father, who was a farmer, refiding at Shadoxhurft, about five
miles from Afhford. The conduét of one of his grandfather’s
fervants, who was a very pious man, and a member of the
church, led him frequently to think within himfelf that there
was {omething excellent in this man’s religion; hence he con-
cluded to go to. Afhford, and hear the Baptift minifter on the
Sabbath-day, Here the Lord was pleafed to touch his heart,
and he heard to profit. The fermon that was firft made ufeful
to him was preached by that truly excellent man Mr. George
Green, for many years a beloved paftor of Afhford churchs
on Hofea xi, 8. How fhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How
Jhall I deliver thee, Ifrael 2 how fball I make thee as Admab 2
bow fhall I fet thee as Zeboim? Mine beart is turned within
e, my repentings are kindled together. Soon after which, he
made an open profeffion of the name of Chrift, and was bap-
tized on the 27th of December 1751 ; {ince which, he walked
in the ways of God, as became a faint, and has manifefted
himfelf an humble, peaceable; and holy man. His fteady and
upright conduét drew the attention of the church to him many
years ago, when he was chofen to the office of deacon. In
this ftation he always fhewed himfelf in his true charalter, AN
HEALER OF BREACHES. Believing that harmony in a focie
promotes edification, he not only withed for peace, but fo/-
lowed after the things which make for it. His heart and houfe

were
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were open to minifters, and to all ftrangers who vifited the
church; fo that on the whole, to ufe the expreffion of a mi-
nifter beft acquainted with him, % He was under God, the
principal PILLAR of the church and congregation,”

" For many years he has beena man of afli¢tion. Repeated
fits of the gout had greatly weakened his conftitut on, and
left but little flrength of nature to bear a violent diarrheea,
which feized him on the T'ucfday morning, and of which he
died the Friday following. During his illne{s he was re-
markably refigned; he fteadily looked death in the face, and
his exit was truly happy. To his paftor, the Rev. Francis
Read, he frequently exprefled his willingnefs either to live
or die, as it might be pleafing to God. The laft time Mr.
Read prayed with him, was on the evening before his e
parture ; he then made figns to have his head moved that he
might hear, and by the motion of his hands, it was perceived
that he joined in the exercife. To a friend he {2id foon after,
«1am very happy;”’ and the laft words he was heard to
articulate in the night were, Jov, Jov. H= ferenely breathed
out his foul to Ged about g o’clock of the morning, O&.
3 1794 His funeral fermon was preached at the t'me of
his interment, the Tuefday ‘after, from Pfalm xxiii. 4. Yea
though I walk through the vallzy of the fhadow of death, I will
fear ro ewil, &c. '

Mrs. EL‘IZAB_E.'I"H ‘R_l-:slcs,‘.
Late wife of the Rev. PETER REECE paftor of the Baptift
church at Warwick, '

Mis. Reece was born at Warwick, the gth of November
1737, and left this tranfitory world on Wednefday morning,
the xoth of December 1794, aged 57. She was the daughter
of the late Mr. John Hands, many years an alderman of
that place. When in London fhe foon became acquainted
with Mr. M ——n, a refpetable gentleman, well known in
the religious circles, and who is now one of the king’s mef-
fengers. She never knew him fit half an hour in his houfe
without introducing fpiritual and profitable difcourfe. He
was the inftrument of leading her to hear the gofpel, and to
think ferioufly of her eternal welfare. ‘The firft fermon
that was made ufeful to her was preached by the Rev.
Charles Decotlogon at the Lock Chapel. She thought then
that there was not fuch a2 minifter upon earth, and for a
confiderable time the was not willing to hear any one elfe.
After this, when the providence of God removed her w0
Greenwich, where the went for her health, fhe was con-

vinced
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vinced of believer’s baptifm by reading the word of God,
joified the baptift church under the paftoral care of the Rev.
Mr. Hutchins, and boarded with Mrs. W.-—n, who was
truly religious, and of a moft amiable difpofition. Bein
invited to the funeral of her mother who died the 8th of
Aug. 1783, the went to Warwick. In eight days after, her
father died. When he was buried fhe returned to Green-
wich to fettle her affairs, where fhe was violently feized
with her old complaint, a cancer in her breaft; but fhe was
reftored, and returned to Warwick in March 1784, with an
intenition to end her days there. Soon after, Mr. Reece, the
baptift minifter of that place, had the felicity of being ac-
quainted with her ; they were married the 4th of July 1786.
Thofe who knew her, thought that he could not have chofen
a more fuitable companion, and he himfelf fays, that not a
day has pafled fince the happy union took place without his
praifing God for the event. Her advice was wife and good.
Her prudence and ceconomy were worthy of imitation.  She
managed all her affairs with difcretion.  She was well ac-
quainted with'the word of God. By diligent reading and
ineditation, by the company of wife and orchodox chriftians,
and by hearing many eminent minifters in London, fhe
could explain fome of the moft difficult paflages of fcripture.
When her opinion was requefted on any part of revelation,
although fhe gave it with diffidence, it was very much to
the purpofe. Mr. and Mrs. Reece ufed to walk or ride to~
gether frequently for more than eight years; their chief fub-
jects of difcourfe were doétrinal, experimental, and practical
religion.

Her attachment to divine revelation was great; fhe often
called the bible the pure fountain of divine truth, and con-
fidered all other good books but ftreams. She ufed to fay
to Mr. Reece, that it would have been much better for him
to have employed the time in reading his bible, which he
fpent in perufing expofitions and other productions of learned
divines,

When fhe wis young, every thing gay and fafhionable
was her delight, but one day after {he became religious,
when fhe was putting on coftly apparel, fhe thought God
looked down from heaven upon her with abhorrence. From
that time the never followed the fathions of the world, but
was remarkably plain in her drefs, and fhe thought it finful
to be otherwife.” Now her chief concern was to be arrayed
in the righteoufnefs of Chrift. She walked clofely with
God, and followed the Lord fully. It is believed, thut fince
the Lord changed her heart, fhe ncver went to bed at night,

nor
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nor came out of her chamber in the morning, withatit beirig
on her knees in prayer; a duty for which fhe had an agree-
able gift, and which fhe exercifed fometimes with her huf-
band, and with the family whenever he was abfent. She
would go to the houfe of God when the was hardly able to
walk, or even fit, without excruciating pain. Thofe who
were beft acquainted with her fay, that they never difcovered
in her the leaft degree of diffimulation; The would flatter
none, nor would fhe fay to any one, « I am glad to fee you,”
unlefs it were really true. She would not have told an un-
truth to fave her own life. She was an ornament to her
profeflion in every charactery an Ifraelite indeed in whom
there was no allowed guile. :

More than a year before her diffolution, her complaint
began to grow worfe. On the firft attack of it, near 20
years ago, fhe applied to Dr. Fothergill and Dr. Hunter,;
whofe advice was of fingular ufe, and which the followed
to great advantage. When the fwelling was great, and very
hard, and the pain violenty by applying what was recom-
mended, ina fhorttime the fwelling and hardnefs were abated,
and the pain entirely removed. But thefe means were at
Iength inefficacious. Mors. Reece was then urged to take
further advice, and did apply to the moft noted profeffional
men in the neighbourhood, but her difeafe became {o obftis
nate that every affiftance proved unfuczefsful.

Although her converfation had been in heaven, and her
heart too, the was greatly tried in her laft illnefs: but fhe
cried to God without ceafing, until he was pleafed in mercy
to anfwer her prayer. He removed all her doubts, and gave
her ftrong unfhaken aflurarce of her intereft in his love and
favour. She often declared, thedid not cars what fhe fuffered,
if the could always' fay, Chrift is mine, and I am his. Mr:
Reece thinks he fhall never forget the three days when the
deareft of all his earthly comforts was under a cloud; nor his
felicity at her deliverance from the great diftrefs in which the
had been about her foul. He fhed as many tears of joy
after, as he did of grief before.

When confined to her room, though very weak, fhe now
and then prayed fo as that fhe could be diftinétly underftood;
when (he thought thofe about her were afleep. Sometimes
fhe addrefled the divine Father, as her father and friend;
Sometimes ‘fhe addrefled the Son, as her Saviour and ever-
lafting portion; and frequently ufed the following expreflions:
* O my blefled Jefus, take me to thyfelf! O my precious
Chrift, my deareft Lord and Mafter, fay unto me, O fay
unto wme, To-day fhalt thoy be with me in paradife. C(I)Jme:i

or
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Lord, O come quickly, and receive my fpirit this hour;
this moment, if it'be thy bleffed will : thou knoweft, Lord,
that I long to fee thy face, thy blefled, thy charming face.
O let me fee it without a cloud between.”” Sometimes fhe
addrefled the third perfon in the Godhead, faying, « O blefled
Spirit, come, O comeand cleanfe this foul of mine from fin,
and finith the work thou baft begun. 1 have an humble
hope that thou haft begun a good work in me many years
ago. When; O when, wilt thou bring forth the head-ftone
with fhoutings ! How glad fhall I be when that time comes !
Then 1 fhall join the redeemed in praifing the Lamb that
was flain for his free, fovereign, and diftinguithing grace.
O what great things the Lord has done for me, for fuch a
finner; I can never be fufficiently thankful for his unmerited
and boundlefs love to my foul. But I fhall foon be with him,
to enjoy him, and praife him forever.”

She often defired Mr. Reece to pray with her, and to read
to her fuch parts of feripture as {he made choice of, or fome
favourite hymn. The moft precious of all to her was that
admirable hymn, compofed by -the late Mr. Robinfon of
Cambridge.

Come, thou fount of every blefling,
Tune my heart to fing thy grace,
Streams of mercy never ceafing
Call for fongs of loudeft praife ;
Teach me fome melodious fonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above :
Praife the mount, O fix me on it,
Mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raife my Ebenezer,
Hither by thy help I’m come;
And I hope by thy good pleafure,
Safely to arrive at home ;
Jefus fought me when a ftranger,
Wandering from the fold of God ;
He to fave my foul from danger,
Interpos’d his precious blood.

O! to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I'm conftrain’d to be!
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to thee !
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love ?
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and feal it,
Seal it from thy courts above *.
Rippor’s Seleftion, Hymn scs.

* The whole of this hymn is inferted at the particular request.of the
Rev. Mr. Reece. Eprrox.
Mr.
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Mr. and Mrs. Reece fung the above compofition together
times without number. L
- One of Dr. Doddridge’s hymns alfo, the 173d in the
Sele&tion, was very much efteemed by her, efpecially two
verfes of it, which appear to have been the genuine language
of her heart in health, in ficknefs, and in death:

Jefus, I love thy charming name,
’Tis mufic to my ear ; .

Faiii would I found it out fo loud,
That earth and heaven might hedr.

Tll fpeak the honors of thy name,
With my laft labouring breath;

And dying clafp thee in my arms;
The antidote of death.

The day before fhe was releafed; fhe took her hufband by
the hand, and told him her mind relative to fecular affairs;
fhe then added, “ Now I have done with the world forever,
1 fhall foon be with Chrift in heaven. May the Lord blefs
you, and keep you by his mighty power through faith unto
falvation. Farewel.” After this fhe faid very little. Near half
paft three the next morning, Mr. Reece fecing her awake,
ipoke to her: not being able to give him an anfwer, fhe put
ker left hand to her cancerated breaft, with her eyes heaven
wards, and lifted up her right hand, which inftantly fell
down like lead. In lefs than halfa minute the went oft with
all ferenity. The fabbath-day following, {he was interred in
the Baptift burying ground at the Back-Hills; in Warwick,
where the Rev. Mr. Scott, of Hinckley, Leicefterfhire, de=
livered a very fuitable funeral oration upon the occafion, and
prayed. The next fabbath the Rev. James Mcody, Paftor of
the Independent church in Warwick, preached the funeral
fermon, which gave great fatisfaltion to a numerous audi-
ence, from Plalm Ixxiii. 26. My flefb and my heart faileth,
but God is the firength 13/' my heart and my portion forever.
Mrs. Reece repeated thefe words many times in the different
ftages of her illnefs, and ufed to fay, <1 am getting weaker;
but I humbly truft God is the ftrength of my heart, and my
portion forever.” :

The miniftering brethren of the Indepsndent denomina-
tion have been very kind to Mr. Reece, in fupplying for
him once in the day for feveral fabbatiis, during the affliction
in his family. It would be highly pleafing if the fame bene<
volent and fraternal fpirit were manifefted among all deno-
minations of chriftians throughout the world,
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The Rev SAMUEL KIRKLAND,

Mifionary from the SocieTy 1n ScoTrLasp;
and CorproraTioN oF Harvarp CoLLEGE,

To the Oneida Indians, and other tribes of the Six Nations:

Mor. Samuel Kirkland, fon of a minifter in Norwich, in
Conne&ticut, New England, was initiated in the Rev. Mr.
W heelock’s Indian Charity School in Lebanon, and finifhed
his education at Naflau Hall, in New Jerfey College. While
he was in the fchool he learned the Mohawk language, but
as he had a defire of being ufeful at a more remote diftance,
he fet off for the country of the Senecas, in order to learn
their language, Nov. 20, 1764, and was obliged to tarry at
Sir William Johnfon’s for a convoy till Jan. 17, following,
and then fet out with two Seneca Indians for his convoy.
The fnow was at that time four feet deep, and very dry. He
travelled on mow fhoes, with his pack of proviﬁ);ns on his
back, upwards of two hundred miles into the wildernefs,
where he found no path, or houfes to lodge in; and in feven=
teen days he reached that favage tribe. 'This is the firft ac-
count of Mr. Kirkland that was given to the public. A
perfon from whom we expected his early Journals having lent
them to a friend, fears they are loft; if they can be recovera
ed, the ufe of them is expefted for the Regifter.

The papers which are come to hand, begin with 1785.

In Auguft, this year, Mr. Kirkland was vifited by thres
of the Indian Chiefs, with an affe@ionate addrefs from the
whole village of Kanonwarohare, requefting that he would.
again favour them with his labours. He did fo, and preach-
ed to the people of five or fix other villages, not only oh
Lord’s-day, but frequently in the week, travelling from
place to place.—And thus he writes.

In feveral villages, particularly ‘Kanadefko, Old Oneida,
and Kanonwarohare, the Indians appeared univerfally defir-
ous of religious inftrution (except two or three who are
profefled pagans), and would convéne for that purpofe at al-
moft any time of the day. I have fometimes on week-days,
while travelling among them, preached a le€ture at fun half
an hour high in the morning, and had a full meeting. I ge~
nerally performed divine fervice at Kanonwarohare on the
Sabbath, it being the moft central, and their capital village.
Here the Indians would colle& in fuch numbers from the
adjacent towns that we had no houfe fufficiently large to con«
tain them ; was therefore obliged to aflemble for public wor-
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thip under the trees in the open air. The other villages are
at the diftance of from four to fix, ten and twenty-eight
miles from Kanonwarohare.

Several extrats from my Journal will ferve to give a
fpecimen of the difpofition of the Indians towards Chrif-
tianity, and their knowledge of its doctrines.

Saturday, Sep. 10, 1785. Catechifed at Old Oneida, lodged
there, and preached Sabbath morning. Then rode to Ka-
nonwarohare. On entering the town near a mile from my
quarters, found the Indians affembled two hours fooner than
1 expe€ted. There being feveral hundreds, with many fo-
reign Indians, I was importuned to difmount from my horfe,
and immediately began public worthip. Having no houfe
fufficiently large, they, as ufual in good weather, aflembled
this day under fome thady trees, near the town. I difcourfed
from Luke x. 11. Neverthelefs, be ye fure of this, that the
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. After general obfer-
vations upon the coming and character of Chrift, propofed
to enquire, What we were to undérftand by the kingdom of
God? When it might be faid to come nigh to a people ?
the different reception it met with in the world, and the
different effelts produced by it: then endeavoured to inforce
this truth, as held up to us in the text, viz, That it is
an important and folemn confideration for any people
to have the kingdom of God brought nigh to them. I
fpoke upwards of an hour, but the wind blowing freth, my
voice began to fail me. Perceiving the attention” of the
Indians to be much engaged, I requefted Agivetontonguas
(alias Good Peter) my Catechift, tq make fome farther ob-
fervations upon what I had laft faid, as I was loth to leave
the fubject fo much unfinithed. Hearofe and addrefled them
for near half an hour, and with fuch judgment, propriety,
and pathos, as exceeded any thing, in my apprehenfion, that
I ever heard from an Indian. Several of his obfervations I
fhall tranfcribe as literally as the different idioms of the lan-
guage will admit. « My Brethren, pride and ignorance are
our greateft enemies. They will deftroy our fouls. We
think we know fomething, yea, that we are very wife and
know a great deal ; this is our mifery. For we know nothing
of our own chara&er, and our fituation in this prefent world.
—Here, for inftance, is the young wartior (pointing to a
number of that clafs who fat at fome diftance with their
painted faces and feathered heads), he feels as if he had wif«
dom and ftrength fufficient to live and purfue hig projeéts,
independent of any Being either in heaven or €arth. Oh
how vain! The Great Spirit above, who looks through the
univerfe, and now fees us, he confiders us as nothing n;;)re

an
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than particles of duft, fuch as we tread upon j therefore, in
his condefcenfion and compaffion to poor man, he hath faid
fomewhere in his Holy Book, Let not the wife man glory iu
his own wifdom, nor let the mighty man glory in his might; let
not the rich man glory in bis riches ; if any man.would glory,
let him glory in this, that he may look upon and adore the
great God, and praife him for Jefus Chrift, We think shat
earthly good, and prefent enjoyments are worth a great deal,
yea, that there is nothing elfe of any worth; hence it is,
that ' we Indians fet fo light by the gofpel, which, in God’s
judgment, is above all price. Now, my Brethren, colle@
all earthly treafures, and they are valuable. But bring them
up to compare with the gofpel of Jefus and its bleffings, and
they will blufh and feek to hide their face, yea, vani/b in a
moment, Who is Jefus? you will fay, he was-a man, @ good
man ; that he lived among the Jews, and faid a great many
good things. Is this all? Was he man onlv? What was
the body, the flefh of the man Jefus? It was only a gar-
ment or coat to cover him. God was within! When man
finned God fhut heaven againft him, and ccuild not fpeak to
him without covering himfclf with a garment. Jefus himfelf
faid, that he came to reveal the Father; that is, to open the
nature of God to the eyes of man’s mind, that man might
be brought back and fee God. Who then can tell how inuch
the gofpel of Chrift is worth | the angéls have tried but they
cannot tell 5 they are {hill looking on:”

15. Vilited the village of Kanadefko, which confifts chief-
Iy of Tufcaroras; preached twice and returned late in the
evening. ‘The Indians in this village are generally attentive
10 the do&trine of chriflianity, and appear to be thankful for
religious inftruétion. They have fpent almoft the whole of
this day with me; two of them manifeft” great concern re-
fpeciing their future flate. '

16. This evening attended a finging meeting. Clofed
with an exhortation and prayer, as is my general practice on
fuch occafions.

23. Vifited by 2 Cagogon Chief, who came near fixty
miles to enquire particularly into the nature of the chriftian
religion, and whether it was originally defigned for every
hation. He fpent feveral days with me, and difcovered more
candour than is ufual for Indians. He faid, that he approved of
the laws and {pirit of the gofpel, thought they would anfwer
for Indians as well as for white people, on condition the In-
dians would univerfally agree to embrace the chriftian reli=
gion. But then put this queftion, which was difficult to
anfwer to the fatisfadtion of an Indian mind, viz. If the

R 2 gofpel
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gofpel was originally defigned for every people and natior,
why was it fo many hundred years before fome nations heard
of it? :

March 14, 1786. This year I have laboured in the duties
of a Miffionary almoft inceflantly, and not without fome
fuccefs. Ihave had great affiftance from Good Peter, as he
is called ; efpecially when I have been employed in travelling
from one place to another.

I cannot forbear mentioning a remarkable inftance of an
old Indian, about feventy years of age, who was always a
fri¢t and rigid Pagan till within a month paft. He never
lived at Oneida till of late years; he has been blind upwards
of fifty years, which circumftance, with his ftrength of
mind, obtained for him a place in their council. Though not
a Sachem in the hereditary line, he appears to be a perfon
of uncommon abilities, of a good judgment and retentive
memory ; and is faid to be one of the greateft Indian hiftori-
ans in the fix nations. This perfon has been under great
exercife of mind about his future ftate for fome time. He
fays, what firf- waked up his mind, was my requefting him
to reconcile certain contradi¢tory accounts in the tradition of
the fathers refpeéting the happinefs of all Indians in the other
world. He is now become very inquifitive concerning the
dotrines of the gofpel, particularly what Jefus Chrift had
revealed of a future ftate, and what claffes and chara&ers of
men are to dwell together in the other world. He has af-
feGtionately requefted that I would come and caft water on
him in the name of Jefus, if I fhould judge him a proper
fubje&. After long confultation, concluded to defer it for the
prefent.

JourNnar from May 1786 to May 1787.

The making of fuitable provifion for my family, and ar-
ranging my domeftic affairs, detained me at Stockbridge longer
then I expected when I left Bofton, fo that I did not fet out
for the Indian country till the 24th of May; and a great
‘part of the fummer met with {fo many interruptions and em-
baraflments in the profecution of my miffion among the In-
dians, that my journal is fcarcely worth tranfcribing. More-
over, the general ferioufnefs that, through divine mercy, has
taken place in feveral towns, did not begin till the-latter part
‘of Auguft, and then but in a fmall degree.

The inftru&ting of Indians appears mare and more to me
to be an arduous tafk. When their minds are thoroughly
roufed, and they begin to believe the Bible is God’s book,
and the religion of Jefus was defigned for every mation, ag:d

tagt
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that they have a concern in it; they are exceedingly eager
for inftru@ion, and cannot be put off with as little attention
as thofe who have been brought up under the light of the
gofpel. Truly their engagednefs, with the ideas of their mifer-
able pagan flate, is calculated to excite the tendereft emotions
in one’s breaft, and roufe the whole fou! to vigorous exer-
tions, My minifterial labour has not been more fatiguing
and inceflant for thefe fifteen years paft than of late; but,
blefled be God, I humbly hope never more delightful. I am
fenfible, I ferve the beft of mafters, and with I may be
honoured as an inftrument in the hands of the Lord Jefus,
of bringing in fome trophies to him from among thefe poor
heathens.

I would acknowledge the goodnefs of God in the almoft
uninterrupted health with which I have been favoured the
winter paft, and thereby enabled to apply myfelf to minifte-
rial duties in feafon and out of feafon.  Soon after the Indians
returned from their fall hunt, I had my houie crowded for
many weeks together with catechumens, and perfons under
foul concern from morning to night ; and fome whole nights
1 have fet up with them.

I have reafon to believe there have been more than SEVEN-
TY SoULS under very ferious impreflions in three villages.
There is no place where the power of divine truth bes fo
much triumphed as at Old Oneida, about fix miles from
Kanonwalfhale ; which village is chiefly compofed of the In-
dians who removed from Stockbridge, in New England. I
think I never knew more rational and pungent convi@ions
of divine truths among any people. There is a number of
inftances, where a conviction and heart felt fenfe of the evil
of fin feemed to rife higher in the mind than the fears of
mifery and future punithment. The convictions of perfons
of this charalter wear well. At the fettlement of the New
" England Indians at Orifke, there is obfervable in fome a
tincture of enthufiafm, neverthelefs, I have reafon to belicve
there is a work of God’s grace among them. The external
reformation is very cenfpicuous, Tis now more than feven
months fince there has been a fingle inftance of drunkennefs
in two villages. Many who were formerly given to diffipa-
tion, every ftep of whofe paft life was marked with the fouleft
vices, have now become vifibly fober, regular, induftrious, and
praying Indians. Some of the Indians have obferved to me,
that they never faw fucha time with Indians, that they coald
not fufficiently thank God for his great mercy to poor In-
dians ; and would afk me, if I dif not begin to believe that
the Lord Jefus Chrift could fave Indians; and might they

R3 not
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not hope that God was about to refcue them from ruin, and
build them up as a people, at leaft the remnant which he
had preferved.

I have made but little progrefs in tranflating the Holy
Scripture for the Indians; tis a work of time; the more I
attend to the bufinefs, the more I am convinced, that there
are fome real beauties in their uncultivated lunguage. 1
fhall not be able to prepare any thing for the “prefs till another
vear. 1 with to accomplifh the tranflation of ons of the
Evangelifts foon, to gratify the Indians, and more particular~
ly at this time, while the ears of fo many are cpen. I en-
deavour to devote myfelf to the duties for which their prefent
circumftances call. Some weeks I give wholly to inftrution,
and can but juft redeem time to write a fhort journal, and a
confiderable part of that has been written by fire light. I
have received much help in minifterial duties from my Ca-
techift, Agwelondonguas *, alias, Good Peter. He is a perfon
of uncommon abilities and good moral charalter; and ac-
knowledged to be one of the beft {peakers in the Six Nations,
‘The Indian fchool which I fet up laft fummer, by the affift-
ance of Jacob Reed, at Saklad’ye +, has been the mean of
promoting knowledge, good order and f{obriety among many
of the youth. There are commonly about twenty {cholars
ata time. So foon as one has learned to read well any fen-
tence or paffuge of the Scriptures, tranfluted into his own
languagze, he goes out, and another takes his place. There
are upwards of fifty perfons who can make a fhift to read al-
moft any thing I tranflate. Some few are able to write and
make a tolerable hand of fpelling their own language; feveral
lads of ten or twelve years of age have written ‘me letters
the winter paft. The proficiency which fome of the Onei-
das have made in letters, has attracted the notice of the other
tribes. I have had application {rom the Senckas and Onon~
dagos to take feveral of theirf boys into the fchool,

In October 1786, Myr. Kirkland returned to his family, and
took a journey with Mrs. Kirkland for her heaith, to which
She was advifed by ber phyficians.

Nov, 27, 1786. Set out for the Indian country, accom-
panied by the Indian, called Quedelko, belonging to the Qld
Oneida. The travelling being extremely bad, and the weather
cold, could not reach Oneida this week, therefore tarkied
over the fabbath on Mohawk river.

% As the papers from which thefe pages are printed were tranfcribed
by different perfons, who feem to lhave written the fame names diffe-
rently, great allowances need be made for the fpelling of the Indian
words which appear in this journal. EprTonr.

+ The copy was inditinct,

| Dec.
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Dec. 3. Lord’s-day. Preached ina private houfe to a
confiderable affembly of Dutch and Englith, with feveral In-
dians who came through the woods to meet me, before the
fall of fnow.

7, This day arrived at Old Oneida, to my great joy, after
a moft fatiguing time thro’ the woods ; the fnow -deep, no
path except the track of my fellow-traveller’s horfe. Preached
2 leCture, and attended religious conference in the evening
till near midnight,

8, Preached again this morning from Rev. iii. 20, Behold I
Sand at the doory &c.  After fermon was over, they defired
me to continue the meeting by way of conference, to give
them an opportunity to afk queftions relating to certain paf-
fages of fcripture, &c. I continued with them till afternoon.
I find the Indians in this place to be greatly waked up to the
concerns of their fouls. There were fome appearances of re-
ligious concern the fummer paft, and in the latter part of
Septembar, when I left them on my journey to New England.
I find more than THIRTY PERSONS who are under great
exercifes of mind refpecting their {piritual ftate, and appear
to have a rational conviction of divine truths. At prefent,
there appears very little of the vifionary kind, which is fo
common among the Indians. A little before night, arrived
at Kanonwalthale. The Indians immediately affembled ;
attended a meeting with them till 9 o’clock: but the ap-
pearances here greatly differ from thofe of Old Oneida; only
two or three perfons (fo far as I can learn), who are under
any ferious impreflions.

13, Wednefday. Attended a conference meeting with a
number of people, to hear and enquire more particularly inta
their ftate and fituation fince I left them the 27th of Sep-
tember laft. This evening received a meflage from Old
Oneida, by four Indians, earneftly requefting me to preach
a leture to them to-morrow, informing me that one of the
Indian women in that place is in fuch diftre(s of mind, they
are apprehentfive the cannot live long.

14, Thurfday. In confequence of the meflage yefterday,
I fet out for this place, and have waded through’ the {now
near three feet deep in the woods. Difcourfed frcm Romans
xiv. 17. * For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but
righteoufnefs, &c. I think I have not preached to a2 more
ferious and attentive affembly for two years paft. Indians
from three different tribes attended; they requefted me to
preach again in thg evening: I accordingly complied, and
difcourfed from Prov. xxvii. 1q. 45 in water face anfivereth
to facey fo the heart of man to man. From thefe words I

endeavoured to prove, That all men, by nature, are equally
T B4 ‘ wicked
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wicked, of every nation ; that the heart of one man anfwereth
to the heart of another, juft as face to face in ftill fmooth
water ; thatit is natural to fallen men to tranfgrefs God’s laws,
&c. I fpoke part of the time in Englifh, for the fake of the
New England Indians prefent, and part of the time by an inter-
preter.  After the publie exercife, attended a conference with
a copfiderable number till midnight. Here remember their
queftions propofed, &c.

15, In the evening, difcourfed again to the Indians, by
particular requeft, from Rev, iii. 20. A divine energy feemed
to accompany the word this evening.

16, Saturday. Returned to Kanonwalihale.

17, Lord’s-day, Preached from Colof. iii. 14, 15. From
the fame in the evening. This evening married David
the Tufcarora, to Elizabeth.

20, For three days paft I have had fo much company,
and fo many perfonal applications for private inftruction,
that I have had no time to write a line till this evening,
when vifited by Konwagalet (daughter of my late dear Theo-
mas), who requefted an opportunity to converfe with me,
upon the concerns of her foul. She gave -me the following
account of herfelf.—< Father, I thank God thai you are fafely
returncd to us. I have for a long time withed to converfe
with you upon the ftate of my foul, but could not put on re-
folution enough to dait, I came to you once laft furamer,
and again laft fall, but my heart failed me. It may be, that
the eyl fpirit has oppofed - me, or it may be wholly owing
to my pride. But I heard your voice laft Sabbath, it was as
though God fpake to me, and fingled me out. Father, I am
a great finner, I furpafs every one in the nation: I was born,
1 grew up, next door to where the light of God’s word long has
fhone. Many were the inftruétions I received from my fa-
ther, while he lived ; many have I received from you from
my childhood ; but my hard heart, my proud heart rejected
them all, yea, I trod them under foot! this I now fee was
all one doing it to Jefus. Father, 1 faid T was a great finner ;
you will be aftonithed—about fix years ago I was guilty of
the fin of fornication, never did I expect to commit this
crime after the inftructions and warnings I had received—-
the peifon is dead with whom I had this unlawful commerce.
1 fometimes think I have truly repented before God; and
now, if you, father, fhall judge it neceflary, I will confefs it
in public, although it happened before I was married to my
prefent hufband. ~ Father, this is not my greateft burden.
I have lived fo many years without repentance for a// my.
fins, and without receiving the word of Jefus, that I fear
God cannot forgive me, and I muft be eternally. m.iff:l::blc ¢

now
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T know God is almighty ; but I fear it will not be right for
him to pardon fuch a finner as Tam. I think in my heart,
I will certainly give myfelfup to God, and then I will do
it every day I live; and pray to him, that if he poflibly can,
he will pardon my fins. You know, father, the merit of
Chrift, what his blood fpeaks. If there be any hope for me,
thow me the ground of it; and I befeech you, father, to
pray for me, pray with all your ftrength that I may not pe-
rifh eternally.”” ~This perfon, for feveral years, has appeared
to be thoughtful at times, and generally fupported a good
charater among the Indiarns.

23, Saturday. Spent moft of my time fince Thurfday in
tranflating and tranfcribing fome parts of the Pfalms, parti-
cularly the eighty-fourth, except laft evening attended a fhort
leCture, which was, by divine goodnefs, a refrefhing feafon.

24, Lord’s-day. By previous -engagement preached this
day at Old Oneida. The weather being very ftormy on
Saturday prevented my fetting out, that I had to travel near -
feven miles this morning through the deep fnow, with only
a fmall foot path, and fevere cold. Difcourfed from Matt.
xxil. the parable of the marriage of the King’s fon---the
gofpel feaft. Blefled be God for this day.

25, This morning fent for to baptize a child dangeroufly
ill; the father abfent on 2 hunt. He having made a public
profeflion of Chriftianity, I accordingly adminiftered the or-
dinance. At eleven o’clock, A. M. preached a Chriftmas
fermon from Luke ii: 14: Glory to God in the highef?, &c,
The affembly appeared with great decency and folemnity.
After fermon the people being unwilling to difperfe, Peter
arofe, at my requeft, and gave a very affeting exhortation
ypon the too common abufe of that day; and then clofed
with fome pertinent remarks upon the conduét of Herod at
the birth of Chrift. He obferved, that the proud heart of man
would not thank God for his infinite love and mercy in fend-
ing his Son into the world, although he profefledly came to fave
finners of every nation---not angels. Yet finners had fuch
wicked, deceitful hearts as to defpife all his kindnefs, and even
to oppofe him in his merciful purpofes. There was one moft
certainly, had fuch a wicked lying heart, that he fought the
life of Jefus fo foon as he came into, the world ; and that too
under pretence of friendthip ; and he was a Chicf man too;
that thows us, that Sachems, great men, may be great in
wickednefs as well as little men, But let every one fee to it,
that he know his own heart, and how it moves towards
God. In the evening attended a conference and finging
m,ee_ting. )
26, Spent
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26. ‘Spent a confiderable part of this day with a nuinber
of Indians from Skawailea, a village about five miles to the
weltward of this.

28.  Attended the funeral of Kliftian’s child; after prayer
gave an exhortation, and {pent fome time in private conver-
ation with the parents aid relatives of the deceafed, and re-
turned very late to my houfe,

30. Yor three days paft have improved fome leifure hours
mr tranflating paflages of the Holy Scriptures; but I am fo
crowded with vifitors, and with fome under concern of mind,
that 1 can make but very little progrefs.

31, Lord’s-day. Difcourfed from Daniel ix. g, 10.~
o the Lord our Ged belong mercics and forgivencffes, though
wwe have rebelled againft him.  'The aflembly appeared more
than ufually attentive.  This, I believe, has been a day of fe-
rious reflection with many; as I find by converfing with a
number this evening. But there are feveral who appear vio-
fently oppofed to Chriftianity; particulariy a young, haughty
Chief, who has been many years among the weftern tribes of
Indians, and profefles ftri¢t FPaganifm; and another of the
fame Clan, who is a perfon of uncommon abilities, of great
intrigue, and fine addrefs. They hold Chriftians pretty much
in the fame light as the T'urks confider the Jews.

January 1, 1787. My people affembled early this morn-
ing, and requefted me to affift them in a grateful recolle€tion
of God’s mercies the year paft, and humbly to implore his
blefling and proteétion at the beginning of this new year. I
difcourfed from 2. Chron. i. 7. — A& what I fhall give thee.
A great deal of ferioulnefs and affeltion, with many tears,
were vifible in the aflembly: but our joys were fomewhat
damped by the rude behaviour of feveral profefled pagans,
who were exprefling their joy on the occafion by the firing
of guns, and other cuftomary falutations of the day. They
foon became very noify, and refle¢ted bitterly upon the Chrif-
tians and praying Indians, as they affeted to call them, and
made public declaration that Chriftianity fhould not become
the religion of the nation; that the cuftoms of the fathers
thould be revived, even the true religion of Indians,and with-
out it they fhould foon come to ruin, as had many Indian na-
tions for adopting the religion of the white people. They
gave it out that a religious dance and feaft of the fathers thould
be celebrated in the evening, and began to invite one and
another to be partners in the dance, but almoft everv one
feemed to decline, {fome abfolutely refufed. ‘They foon found
they could not prevail on a fufficient number to celebrate one
old religicus feaft : their failure hercin was afcribed to my

' influence,
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influence, and preaching Jefus the God of the white people.
The difappointment filled them with rage. Several of the
chiefs talked with them in the courfe of the day, and endeax
voured to convince them of the abfurdity of their condu,
but to no effect: four of them combined and planned to take
my life in the dufk of evening; but their cruel defign was
difcovered juft before the attempt was made, and my friends
had time to conceal me, till a {fufficient number could be col-
le€ed to protect me. Several of their chiefs and young men
watched with me the whole night. A little after midnight
the villains quitted their purfuit and difperfed; upon which
I had my bedding brought me, and I laid myfelf down in a
fhed adjoining a wigwam, where I had for fome time been
concealed.

2. A majority of the town affernbled early this morning,
to fympathife with me in my unhappy fituation, to confult mea~
fures for my proteétion, and to fupport the caufe of religion
in the nation. . My attendance was defired in the moft affec-
tionate manner. When they were all convened, the chief
Sachem harangued them for. near two hours, with great
earneftnefs and pathos. After reprefenting their fituation in
the moft lively colours, and the neceflity of every one’s de-
claring either for or againft the Chriftian religion, he arofe,
and addrefled himfelf to me, with every mark of tender and
inviolable affection : taking me by the hand, wich tears in his
eyes, he made the following declaration. — « Father, open
your ears, and let all prefent hear, while I declare, in the
prefence of the great Spirit, that I love you—that I will die
for Jefus, and die for you, father, any day. Leave us not, 1
entreat you; we are an undone people if you leave us. This
is my opinion: let every one declare his fentiments, as in
the prefence of Jefus,”” The fcene was fo affe@jng, with
my fatigue .both of body and mind, that I could write ne
more of the tranfactions of the day.

The Indians in general, convened again this day from
feveral villages, fpent moft of the day in council. The Sacherns
fent for the young men who had occafioned this uproar : thres
of them made their acknowledgments in public, and implored
pardon. One of them had made a private confeflion to his
chief in the morning, as I was informed, and appeared very
penitent : his confeffion was atfo declared in full council.
‘The face of things is now quite changed.

* Thurfday, 4. Crowded the whole day with Indians of
one clafs and another. This evening attended a catechiftical
le€ture. Inthe courfe of our meeting, obferved feveral per-
fons to be under ferious impreflions ; thought proper, at the
' . ‘ : motion
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motion of fome, to continue our exercife and difcourfe upon
the nature of repentance, and the ground of the chriftian hope ;
after which we fang feveral hymns, and concluded with prayer,
a little before midnight. Blefled be God, I feel that I can
in fome meafure confide in the government of Zion’s King:
his dear caufe lies near his heart; he will accomplith his kind
defigns towards his church, notwithftanding the wrath of man
and the rage of devils. He can take the wife in their own
craftinefs, and confound the plots of his enemies.

Saturday, 6. Vifited by a number of the chiefs; fpent the
remainder of the day in preparation for the Sabbath.—One of
them exprefled a great defire thatI fthould take pains to adapt
my difcourfe the enfuing Sabbath to the ftate: of my flock at
large, and the perfecutions I had fuffered. With great diffi-
dence, he would take the'liberty to propofe feveral fubjeéts
for my conlideration, fhould it give me no offence. I thanked
him, and aflured him he might ufe the utmoft freedom. He
then propofed, The giving the law on Mount Sinai, and
charge to the people, while Mofes was in the mount with
Ged to receive the holy commandment; or, (2d) the hiftory
of St. Paul’s life, previous to his converfion to Chriftianity:
he held the old way, the tradition of the fathers, and thought
he was ferving the true God of Ifrael while he was fighting
and kicking againft Jefus: here, faid he, Indians will fee to
what wickednefs, pride and darknels of mind will lead them.
Such an one, fays he, you know whom I mean, pretends he
ferves the true ésod of Indians; that Chriftianity was never
made. for Indians, only for white people: he holds to the tra-
ditions of the fathers; he expes to go to the place where
they are gone, when he dies.—(3d.) The oppofition made to
Chrift for teaching the true way of God ; fome threatened Ais
life: bring up to view their charalters, and affign the rea~
fons of their conduét. The ingenuity and concern this chief
difcovered, for the fupport and vindication of Chrift’s caufe
in this wildernefs, is truly affe&ting.

Lord’s-day, 7. Since my converfation with Good Peter

efterday, I was exceedingly perplexed in my own mind, and
felt no {mall degree of anxiety with refpedt to the duty of the
day. I had a keen fenfibility of the force of that exhortation
from the mouth of the divine Saviour, Be ye wife as ferpents,
and harmlefs as doves. However, 1 finally concluded to ex-
pound one part of the day, on the firft forty verfes of the fifth °
chapter of John, and preached from the 42d verfe: But I know
Jyou, that ye have not the love of God in yox. 1 endeavoured in
the former difcourfe, for an introduction, to bring up to view

Chrift’s general charadter, and the defign of his coming, aréd
made
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made fome remarks on the various parts of the chapter. In
my fermon, I aimed principally at two things : firft, To thew
how the love of God in the heart would induence and direct
the outward conduét; 2dly, To confider the ground of the
particular charge in the text, I &now you, &c. Had abun-
dant reafon to blefs God for this day: I don’t recolle&t to
have attended o folemn and affetionate a meeting with my
Indians for near fourteen years paft. Many followed me from
the place of public worfhip to my own houfe, the diftance of
a mile, and tarried till evening. I was glad to fee them at-
tentive and inquifitive. Their applications for inftruction
were fo inceflant, that I could get no leifure to take any re~
frelhment till late in the evening. Near nine o’clock re-
ceived an earneft requeft to pray, and fing a pfalm or two, with
a number who were convened in a neighbouring houfe, and
fay a few words if I was not too weary; alfo to marry a
couple who had been fometime publifhed. I attended the
meeting with a great deal of fatisfaction: the wedding bore a
much greater refemblance to the folemnity of a funeral than
to nuptial mirth.

Monday, 8. This evening fpent feveral hours in con-
verfation with the principal Indians; they appear very much
engaged for a thorough reformation and revival of religion :
’tis their general fentiment, that the profperity and falvation
on tl&e nation depend upon their embracing the gofpel of

hrift. :

Thurfday, 11. This day I have fpent chiefly in the pri-
vate inftruétion of near twenty perfons, who have been at
my houfe from early in the morning till eight in the evening.
Vifited alfo by the head Sachem of the Onondago tribe.

- Lord’s-day, 14. Difcourfed from Mark viii. 36, 37.—#hat

Jhall it profit a man if be foall gain the whole world, &c. Some

of my hearers appeared to be much affeCted and unwilling to

leave the place of worthip, although we were near fou: hours

in our exercifes, including a fhortintermiffion.  Juft at even-

ing, attended a funeral ; difcourfed from Job xxx. 23.—7 know

that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the houfe appointed
Jor all living. "This was a felemn feafon. When the people
came to the grave they propofed finging another hymn.  The
mournful occafion, with the plaintive ftrains of the mufic, and
its melodious echo from the neighbouring hills and adjacent

mountains, furnithed a moft affeting fcene, enough to melt

the bardeft heart. I had not leifure to take any refrethment
fince early in the morning till eight o’clock this evening.

Monday, 15. I am overdone with.the fervices of yefter-
day, and had very litde fleep the laft night,

Saturday,
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Saturda&r, 20. Thefe four days paft have been employed
in adminiftering private inftruion. The attention ot {o
many is now turned to religious matters, that my houfe is
filled every day. Some appear to compaflionate me, and won-
der how 1 can bear fuch uninterrupted application; others
feem to have no more feeling for me than if I were made of
iron or brafs. I have more or lefs that frequently tarry the
whole night and take up their lodging on my floor : they will
wait patiently half a day, till they can have an opportunity of
converfing with me; and fome others have fo much of Indian
formality in relating their exercifes of mind, that it takes fe-
veral hours to hear them and return a fatisfaétory anfwer, or
to fay what feems neceflary.

Lord’s-day, 21. Difcourfed from Matthew xxiii. 37.—
How often would I have gathered, &c.; alfo on Matthew v. 3.
~—Bleffed are the poor in [pirit, &c. So far as I can judge;
this has been a folemn day with many of my poor people;
numbers that I never obferved before appeared to be very at-
tentive. Our laft meeting continued till near fun-fet ; but
as a confiderable number manifefted no difpofition after all
to leave the houfe, Good Peter rofe and obferved, that I
muft be exceedingly fatigued with the labours of the day, and
that nothing more could be reafonably expefted from me. He
then addrefled them with great judgment and eloquence,—
Among other things he faid, * That the kindeft compaffion and
patience of the Saviour had been fet before them that day;
that it appeared to him, T'hat no perfon who had a reafonable
foul, and was bound to eternity, could remain inattentive and
not feel himfelf interefted. T'hat he was fometimes almoft
difcouraged, as to the Indians becoming Chriftians: he feared
there was fomething in an Indian’s heart that would not hear
Chrift’s voice. Chrift hath faid who are blefled and happy ;
viz. the poor in [pirit—the humble mind. But how few be-
lieve this! although Jefus knows every charaéter and every
creature, and perfe@tly knows the worth of every thing: for
he weighs perfons and things in the moft righteous balances.
But Indians do not believe this: they hear with their ears,
but do not hear with their hearts.  Yet after all (faid he) 1
cannot give up all the Indians as loft, and for ever to be lofty
becaufe no one can meafure the power and mercy of the Lord
Jefus; nor canl forget what 1 once was: My proud heart
once looked down with {corn upon the religion of Jefus, as
beneath the notice of Indians. (Here he was interrupted a}-
moft by a flood of tears.) Is it poffible; is it poflible ?—I
dnow it is pofitble, for Jefus to take away this pride. Md:g
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the time come, when fome here prefent fhall experience it by
the Divine power !”

I returned to my houfe about fun-fet; but within half an
hour was applied to very importunately to preach a fhort fer-
mon, or attend a conference-mecting, in a thick-ferded part
of the town, near half a mile from my own dwelling-houfe.
My fpirits were fo exhaufted, I at firft declined faying any
thing more that evening: however, as no denial would be
taken, I difcourfed from the words of - Solomon—If thox
wilt be wife, thou fhalt be wife for thyfelf. Blefled be God
for this evening: it was an affeCing feafon. About ten
e’clock returned home.

Friday, 26. Through the whcle of this week have at-
tended to private inftru&ion at my houft; which was moft
convenient, being frée from {moke. Some days I have been
crowded with Indians from almoft every quarter, among whom
were two T'ufcaroras, a man and his wife, who have been for
fome time under a degree- of religious concern. The fim-
plicity and unaffetednefs with which they related the various
cxercifes of their minds, afforded me real entertainment. As
they could not get fufficient time in the day for converfing
with me, they tarried the night, and talked the greateft part of
it. 'The man obferved, that the firft thing that waked his at-
tention was the confideration of his having a {oul that muft live
fomewhere for ever; that he had a particular charge of this
foul 5 that he fhould by and by come to the parting of the paths,
as he exprefled it, meaning death; then his Soul muft tzke
one of the pathg, either to the happy world where the great
God lived, or to the dark world where the devil and wicked
{pirits were confined. That, when he came to lock back on
his paft life, he ftood amazed; he appeared to himfelf to be
#wo perfons; that the perfon who was in the path behind
him, through which he had pafied, moved along with his bedy,
but his foul, or fpirit, never looked out any farther than the
fight of the eye could compafs. That he never had once
thought the God above preferved him every moment; never
once thanked that Being who had upheld him every ftep
through all the path he had trodden; but this other perion, or.
fecond-felf, feemed.to be continually approaching him: at
length he came {o very near, that he found *twas his very felf;
that he was that very creature who had lived without any
thoughts of God all his life, and he wondered that God did
not ftrike him dead in 2 moment; he felt fuch a dread of
feeing God, from a confcioufnefs of his ingratitude and abufe
of hi® foul, that for féveral days he dared notlook up, or
think in his heart of fpeaking to God, It feaned to t?}im

at,
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that, if he prefumed to fpeak to God, God would kill him in
a moment. But at laft it came into his mind that Jefus had
faid, That men might look to God, and pray to him, fince he
had come into the world. He then obferved, the firft thing
his heart fpoke foftly was this: Nigoh, fevenigo tfinentfyele;
i.e. God, thou art God, do as thou pleafeft. Laton ne Yefos,
yondealianayen wyo’hfa; i.e. Jefus faid, Let them pray.—
Since that time, he obferved that his heart would pray, and
thank God every day, that Jefus had come into the world
and had faid that for his fake men might pray to God.
Saturday, 27. Agreably to promife, went to Old Oneida,
accompanied by feveral Indians, to fpend the enfuing Sabbath
there. , '
Lord’s-day, 28. Difcourfed from Mark viii. 36, 37.—
As a confiderable number came down this morning- from
Kanonwalfhale, to attend divine worfhip - with their brethren
here, I was obliged to fpeak in two languages, which length-
ened out my difcourfz till near fun-fet. After a fhort inter-
miffion, they propofed to meet again for finging pfalms, and
defired me to open the meeting with prayer. I accordingly
attended, and to my great fatisfaCtion. The order, fobriety,
and folemnity obfervable through the whole exercife; ex-
ceeded every thing I ever faw of the kind. Every counte-
nance feemed to fpeak a fenfe of heart of the omniprefent
God, who requireth fpiritual worfhippers. They defired me
to addrefs them on the occafion, and clofe the mesting with
prayer. I paraphrafed on the 30th chapter of Ifaiah. The
Stockbridge Indians fang a number of pfalms and anthems, in
three or four parts, in fome of which. the @neidas joined
them, though in a different language. Their mufic was in-
imitably fweet and charming; it gave a lively idea of the
accomplithment ¢f thofe prophecies in the chapter above-
meationed, when the wildernefs fhall become vocal with
fongs and hallelujahs to Zion’s King. Our evening meeting
continued till near eleven o’clock. Through our various ex~
ercifes this day, I have been enabled to fpeak near ten hours;
and feme of the Oneidas who lodged in the fame houfe with
me were {o affeCted with the occurrences of the day, that they
allowed me but little fleep through the whole night; would
be continually afking me queftions and exprefling their fur-
prize at what they had feen the day paft. They would fre-
quently brezk out into fuch expreflions as thefe: ¢ Is it pof-
fible ! is-it poflible that the great God can make Indians fee
and feel his power and prefence in the wildernels ? Verily,
God is in this place. I now believe it pofiible, fays one,
that Jefus can fave Indians as well as white people.”





