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THE
COMMENCEMENT
AT
RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE.

Provivexce, Sept. 6, 1794

On Wednefday laft was celebrated the anniverfary Commence-
ment of Rhode ifland College. At ten o'clock in the morning,
the proceffional train was formed as ufual, and proceeded to the
Baptift Meeting-houfe, efcorted by the independent company of
Light Infantry, in uniform, commanded by Col. Spurr

The exercifes of the day were performed in the fubfequent or-
der, after a prayzr by Prefident Maxcy.

Salutatory addrefles in Latin, and an oration in Englith, on the
progre(s of reafon—By Jeremiah Bailey. .

An oration, sth intermediate, on the pleafures of philofophy,
with its advantages to government—By Enoch Hazard.

Mustc—An oration in Greek, on the wealth of nations—By
William Briggs.

An oration, 4th intermediate, on the effelts of luxury in em-
pires—By Daniel Warren.

Difpute on this queftion, ¢ Whether the ufe of fpirituous li-
quors 1s advantageous to mankind”’—~By John Miles, John P,
Litle, and Mafon Shaw. : :

An oration,.2d intermediate, on {cience as the fource of em-
pire—By Nathaniel Searle.

Music—An oration, 11th intermediate, on fimplicity—By
William Grant. , '

An oration, 7th intermediate, on education—By Stephen S,
Nelfon.

An oration, 10th intermediate, on the progrefs of revolutions
in nations—By Samuel Watfon, :

An oration, 6th intermediate, on the abfurdity of paying de-
ference to cuftom and precedent—By Zenas L. Leonard.

The proceffion returned to the College, where the corpora-
tion, clergy, and other gentlemen of liberal education, partook
of an entertainment provided for the occafion. After dinner,
the proceffion returned to the meeting-houfe, when tae following
exercifes were performed. -

Music—An oration, 1ft intermediate, on the political in-
fluence of the clergy—By Timothy Briggs. : ,

An oration, in Latin, on fuperftition—By William T. Hazard.

An oration, gth intermediate, on the pleafures and advantages
of hiftory—By John W, Richmond.

Dialogue defigned to ridicule gquackery in profeflions—be-
tween bamuel W. Bridgham, Jeremiah Bailey, Mafon Shaw,
and Enoch Hazard. A
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An oration, 8th intermediate, on the difficulty of obtaining,
and the neceffity of maintaining, our liberty—By Jofeph Rawfon.

Music—An oration, 3d iantermediate, on the theatre—By
Solomon Sibley.

An oration on the inexpediency of the Americans engaging
in the European War—By James Ellis, a candidate for the
degree of Maiter of Arts,

The degree of Bachelor of Arts was then conferred by the
Prefident on the following young Gentlemen, Alumni of the
College ; Jeremiah Bailey, Samuel W. Bridgham, Timothy
Briggs, William Briggs, William Grant, Lloyd B. Hall, Enoch
Hazard, William Hazard, John P, Little, John Miles, Stephen
Nelfon, Zenas Leonard, Jofeph- Rawfon, John Richmond,
Jairus Remington, Nathaniel Searle, Mafon Shaw, Solomon
Sibley, Daniel Warren, and Samuel Watfon.

The Degree of Mafter of Arts was then conferred on the
following young Gentlemen, Alumni of this College ; Samuel
Baylies, James Ellis, Elifka Fairbanks, and -Chiron Penniman.

The honorary degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on the
Rev. Thomas Baldwin, of Bofton. :

The Rev. John Thornton Kirkland, of Bofton, an Alumnus
of Cambridge College, and Mafter of Arts, was admitted ad
eundum in this college. The Rev. John Uther, of the fame
college, was admitted ad eundum in this.

The Degree of Do&tor of Divinity was conferred on the
Rev. Thomas Barnard, of Salem, Maflachufetts.

The Degree of Doftor of Laws was conferred en the Hon.
John Jay, Efq. Chief Juftice of the United States.

The Degree of Doftor of Laws was conferred on John Coke-
ley Lettfom, M. D. F. R. 8. and A. §8. of Great Britain, and
one of the Vice-Prefidents of the Royal Humane Society.

A Charge was then delivered to the Graduates, by the Pre-
fident.

An oration on the power and improvement of reafon, and
the valedictory addreflfes—By Samuel W. Bridgham.

A prayer by the Rev. Dr. Stillman concluded the exercifes
of the day.

The proceflion returned as ufual to the Chancellor’s.

The bufinefs of the day was conducted with the greateft order
and decorum, in the prefence of a.crowded and brilliant af-
fembly.

In the evening the college edifice was handfomely illuminated,
and fire-works were played off from the green.

At their late anniverfary, the Corporation of the College
eletted the Honourable Francis Malbone, and Major-General
Martin, both of Newport—the Hon. Theodore Fofter, and
_the Rev. Stephen Gano, both of this town—and the Rev.
Thomas Baldwin, of Bofton, truftees of the coliege.

Nov. 1794. ¥ ACCOUNTS



130 EXTRACTS FROM

Extra&s of Letters from a Clergyman in Connefticut, giv-
ing an account of the GENERAL ASSOCIATION of the
Congregationalifis to which Ye belongs, and of the GE-
NERAL AsSEMBLY of the Preffyterians in the Southern
States of America.

Fune 24, 1793.

Our General Affociation, confifting of paftors delegated
from the 12 Aflociations into which our 202 Connedticut
churches are divided, has applied to our Legiflature for a con-
tribution through our churches, for defraying the expences of
Miffionarics among the fouthern and weftern frontiers of the
United States.  Since the peace, 80 or 90,000 have emigrated
from New England into the frontiers and widdernefs, as high
as the 45 degree of lat. and weftward to the lake Erie and
Ontario. The body of them are Prefbyterians, or Congre-
gationalifts, who, not chufing to live as Heathens, without
ordinances, are continually applying for our minifters. In
thefe infant fettlements, congregations are too fmall and fcat-
tered to be able to fupport fixed paftors. It is therefore of
high importance, that by occafional preaching religion may be
kept alive amongft them till they can be brought to form re-
gular churches. Our Legiflature has enabled us to afk contri-
butions for three years, which probably may be protracted ac-
cording to fuccels. We have already received about 200l.
fterling of collections from churches in this State, and our Ge-
neral Affociation, which fat laft week, has appointed eight or-
dained minifters as miflionaries among the frontiers for four
months, and the General Aflembly of the weftern Prefbyte-
rians fynods cordially act in concurrence with us. They
alfo have feveral Miffionaries to the weftern and fouthern fron-
tiers, who have met a welcome reception ; and, in fundry
places, a work of grace has attended their pious labours.
Laft year an union was happily effelted between the General
Aflembly of their fynods, and the General Affociation of our
Connc&icut churches.  This Spring, three of our delegates
fat (without vote) in the General Aflembly at Philadelphia ;
and laft week, Dr. Rodgers, and two other delegates from that
Affembly, fat in our General Aflociation in Conne&icut.

November 1, 1793,
I was at Philadelphia in May laft, feat thither with two of
my brethren from Connecticut,by our General Affociation, to
attend the General Affembly of the Prefbyterian church, which
is diffufed through the ftate of New York, and all the States to
the fouthward of it. That church is formed on the plan” of
N the
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the church of Scotland. Our churches in Connefticut are
on a platform, about mid-way between that of the church of
Scotland and the Independents. More than two years ago it
was propofed, that fome further intercourfe and connex>
ion ﬂgoufd be eftablithed between our church and the Prefby-
terians at the fouthward: and a Conveniion, confifting of
about fix Gentlemen deputed from our General Aflociation,and
as many from the General Affembly of the Prefbyterian church,
met in this town, to concert a plan of intercourfe and connex-
iton. The refult of that Convention was, that there be a com-~
mittee appointed on both fides, whe fhould correfpond by let-
ters ;. that there be another committee appointed on both fides,
to recommend and give proper credzntials to thofe minifters, or
candidates for the miniftry, who were about to travel into the
limits of the other body; and that there be three Gentlemen
annually deputed from our General Aflociation, to attend their
General Affembly, and as many deputed from their General Af-
fembly to attend our General Aflociation ; that the Gentlemen-
deputed either way fhould have a right to attend all the bufi-
nefs of the body to which they {houlﬁ be deputed, and to bear
a part in all the debates, but fhould have no right to vote.
The ends propofed by this connexion are mutual acquaint-
ance and improvement, and an increafe of brotherly love and
friendfhip. Laft May was the firft time that the refult of the
Convention of 1791 was acted upon. In purfuance of this
plan, three of us were dzputed by our General Aflociation, as
before mentioned. 'This was the occafion of my being in
Philadelphia. I fend you the former acls of the Affembly, and
alfo aregifterof this State containing a catalogue of the mini-
fters of all denominations. Thofe marked B. are Baptifts ;
E. are Epifcopalians ; thofe marked C. call themfclves ftrict
Congregationalifts—they are feparatifts from the confociated
churches, as the generality are called, and are under the fuper-
intendence of the General Aflociation. By thefe publications
you will fee, that there are nearly as many minifters of our or-
det, viz. Congregationalifts, in the ftate of ConneQicut, as
there are of the Prefbyterians in a// the States to the fouthward
of Connecticut. 'The other denominations in the States fouth -
ward of us are Epifcopalians, Baptifts, Dutch Calvinifts,
German Lutherans, German Calvinifts, Papifts, Methodifts,
Moravians, Quakers, Seceders from Scotlandy &c.

K 2 The
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The INDEPENDENTS taxing their BAPTIST BRETHREN,

_ MafJachufetts, July 26, 1794,

<« In the Regifter, paze 534, you have ftated the cafe of Dif-

fenters in Old England’; and nowI will give you a view of
our connexions in New England.

There has been a Baptift church in Medfield, twenty miles
from Bofton, ever lince the year 1776, and they have a mi-
niftor now preaching with them, yet they werc all taxed laft
year towards the fupport of the congregational minifter of
the town: And on the fecond inftant, one of the Baptifk
fociety there was feized for faid tax, and carried to Bofton
and there imprifoncd ; but our two Baptift minifters in Bofton
fent a letter to the afieflors of Medfield about it, which they
received the next Saturday night; and as their proceedings
were contrary to law, the congregational minifter of Med-
field was fo much agitated, that on Lord’s-day morning, the
6:h Inftant, he fent two of their afleffors to Bofton, and
they releafed the prifoner, without his paying any cofts, and
conveyed him home the next day. I was in Bofton the week
following, and was informed of the uneafinefs of many in
town and country at their violent conduét. This inftance
may give you fome idea of the weaknefs of what they call
therr eftablithed religion in our government. If chriftians in
general would unite and renounce that tyranny, it would
foon be at an end in America. Butas the Man of fir muft
die with the cenfumption, he hath a flow lingering death,
2 Thefl. ii. 3, 8. Perhaps his death will be more violentin
Europe than in America.”

Rev. Mr. pavip JoNEs.

'The Rev. Mr. David Jones, fometime minifter of the
Baptift church at Freehold, in New Jerfey, has communi-
cated to us his journal of vifits, made in 1772 and 1773, to
the Indians, on the rivers Obio and Sista—a Piece of about go
pages. In an aecempanying letter, dated Baten, Pennfylvania,
June 7, 1794, he fays, “ I am now appointed chaplain to
the army, and am the only one in America: by this you may
Jearn that our Society appears in a different point of view ta
your’s in England, where you are abufed with the odious
character of a DISSENTER. I am to fet outin a few days
for head quarters, which is near goo miles in the rout I am
to go. Several reafons prevailed on me once more to enter

mto
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imo the fervice of my country. 1. My health is impaired,
and travelling in times paft has had a good cffedt on it. 2.
The army lics oppofite to Kentucke where I have bufinefs
to tranfat. 3. I am a neighbour to the commander in chief,
General Wayne, whofe chaplain I was during the Jaft war,
and to whom 1 am much attached ; and laftly, Iam in hopes
once more of having an opportunity to fpeak to the Indians,
fhould I live to the end of the war.”

Extradls from Mr. Jones’s Diary, we intend to give as
foon as our circumfcribed limits will allow us the pieafure,
At prefent we fhall {atisfy ourfelves by mentioning a piece
of intelligence from another of his letzers. )

¢ In the beginning of 1793, Mr. Jobn Evans, from Wales,
obtained recommendations from the Prefident of the United
States to go in fearch of the Weifh Indians, but byall ac-
counts they live 1500 miies beyond the Mifhflippi, which
makes his journey 2500 miles from Philadelphia. "I have not
heard of him fince he arrived at the Miffiffippi, 1 fear he
will never return, as he had to travel through the Spunith
dominions, ard the Indians very {avage,” ‘

MINUTES or tue MIDLAND ASSOCIATION
OF BAPTIST CHURCHES,

Meeting for divine worfhip at Bswdley, Boud-ftreet and Cannon-
ftreet, Birmingbam, The Coppice, Cofeley, Evgfbam, Leominfler,
Perfiore, Stourbridge, Teavkefoury, Upton, Warwick, Willen-
ball, and Worcefier,

Having alfo received Letters from Dudley, Hook Norton, Ryeford
and H'efimancoat. -

Being met in Affociation at Bond-ftreet, Birmingham,
May 21 and 22, 1793 *.

Maintaining the important dotrines of Three equal Perfons in
the Godhead ; eternal and perfonal Election; eriginal Sin;
particular Kedemption; free Juftification by the Righte-
oufnefs of Chrift imputed ; efficacious Grace in Regenera-
tion ; the final Perfeverance of the Saints; the RefurreQion
of the Dead ; the general Judgment at the laft Day ; and the
Life everlafting: With the Independence of the feveral
Choriftian focieaes they reprefent.

* The Midland letter of 1793, was received too late for infertion in
its proper place, but the minutes of tiiis, and the other aflociations, are-in~
troduced : 5. To thew the fiate of the churches; and 2. To affitt an'y
Ritorian who may in future write the hittory of the Baptifts. EpiTor.

K 3 , Tur/i/qy
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Tuefday evening 6 o’clock, the minifters and meflengers being
aflembled, Brother Edward Edmonds, the minifter of the place,
introduced the fervice by prayer; Brother Thomas, of Leo-
minfter, was chofen moderator; the letters from the churches
were read, and Brother Payne concluded in prayer.

Wednefday morning 6. Met again, Brethren Smith and Pope
prayed ; Brother E. Edmonds produced and read the Circular
Letter ¥; which being approved, was figned by the moderator,
and ordered to be printed. The church at The Coppice requeit-
ing to unite with this Afiociation, on profeflion of the famc
faith and order with ourfelves, was received accordingly.

As feveral of the letters contain intreaties, that 2 day mightbe
fet apart, on which the charches of the Unionfhould meet for fo-
lemn prayer to Ged, in particular relation to the prefent alarming
ftate of public affairs; it was agreed, that Menday the 17th of
Funs, fhould be appointed for that purpofe; or if that day
thould prove inconvenient to any of the churches, fuch are
earneftly defired to appoint another as foon as poflible, on the
fame account.

greed to recommend to the affociated churches, the conti-
nuance of the prayer meetings on the firft Monday of every
mouth, for the revival of religion among the churches, and
the interefl of our Lord’s kingdom at large: To recommend
to paients and miniflerstelonging to our different Socicties, to
renew the ancient and advantageous praltice of Cateckifing the
Children of their reipeflive “families and congregations: To
continee the Dovsie LecTuxres, in the {fummer months;—
to be obfcrved until the next Affociation in the fullowing
crder :—
1 Persuore, Wed. June 12,1993, , 5 Birarnoram, Cannca-fireet,
2 Evesuam, Wednefday, fuly 3 Wednelday, O&tober 2

3 Dupusy, Tuefday, Auzuft 6 6 Cos:zLey, Tuelday, April v, 1794
4 Bewnrry, Wednefday, Sept. 4 »Warwrck, Wednefday, bay 7,

The Minifter of the plice where the preceding leGure s held,
to be one of the preachers at the next following ; and the con-
gregations are defired to nominate the other preacher, either by
meilenger or letter, at the leGture immediately preceiing thew
own. The Mcderator clofed this meeting in prayer.

At 10. Brother Mafon, of Stourbridge, prayed ; Brother L.
Butterworth preached from Matt. vi. vo, Thy kingdom come,
Brother Davies, of Tewkelbury, prayed; (Brother -Jenkins
who was appointed to preach this year, being ablent} Brother.
Ryland, of Northampton, preached from Hab. iii. 4. And lkis
brightnefs wwas as the ligkt s ke bod horns coming out of his hand;
and there awas the hiding f his power. Brother Smith, of Cofeley,
concluded in prayer. :
" Evening 6. Dirother Thomas Edmonds, of Upton, prayed;
Brother- Peurce, of Cannon-fireet, Birmingham, preached from

* The Circular letter princivally confits of animating exhortations to

RAIWTH IN GRACE.
: Phil,
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PWil. iv, 1. Therefore, my Brethren, dearly beloved and longed for,
my joy and crown, fo fland faft in the Lord, my dearly beloved.”
Brother E; Edmonds ciofed the Affociation with prayer,

State of the Churches fince the laft Affociation.
By Baptifm and Experience 87 | By Letters of Difmifion 16

By Letter - r1§ = Exclufions . - 8
— Deaths - - 1g
98 =
43
Increafe this year - g

The churches at Bewdley, Perfhore, and Dufiley, are deflitute
of fetdled minifters. The reft are all fupplied. ‘

The next Affociation to be held at Cofeley, on Tuefday and
Wednefday in Whitfun week; our Brethren Edmonds and
Pearce, both of Birmingham, to preach; in cafe of failure,
Brother Davies of Tewkefbury.

The fame Aflociation met at Cofiley, in Staffordfhire, June
10and 11, 1794.

Tuefday Evening 6. Brother Webfter, of Brofeley, opened
the afociation with prayer; Brother Pearce, of Birmingham,
was choien Moderator ; the letters from the churches were read,
and Brother Thomas, of Leominfter, prayed, and difmiffed the
congregation.

The minifters and meflengers remaining together, a letter
from the Church at Shiffnal, in Shropthire, was read, avowing
union with the churches of this affociation in faith and order,
and requefting to be admitted among them as an aflogiate
church ; their requeft was granted.

Brother Burford, of Tamworth, read a letter from the bre-
thren there, flating that they had lately made an effort for the
introduction of the gofpel among the inhabitants of that town,
to accommodate whom, they had been at an expence too heavy
for themfelves to bear, and therefore requefled the affiftance of
the churches towards defraying that expence; and alfo the la-
bors of the minifters as often as any of them could could make
a vifit convenient to themfelves. The minifters and meffengers
heartily approving of the ftep our friends at Tamworth have
taken, agreed to recommend the cafe to their refpetive churches,
and to forward the contributions as early as poffible in the en-
fuing month (July) to Brother Pearce, of Birmingham. Bro-
ther Burford concluded with prayer.

Wednefday Mosning, met at half paft fix. Brethren Davies,
Dawfon, and Smith, prayed. The Circular letter was read,
approved, and figned by the Moderator.

Agreed to recommend to the Affociated Churches, the eftab-
lifhment of an Assocratian Funp, to be applied to the fup-
port of Village Preaching, Infant Interefis, and the Doutle
Leffures ; each Church to fend their benevolence, with their
letter, to the next aflociation : That Moaday, the 7th of July,
be appointed as a day of public humiliation and prayer, in re-

a " K 4 Iation,
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lation to the ftate both of the nation and the church of God.
Brother Biffel clofed this meeting in prayer.

Met again at half paft 10. Brother Harrifon prayed; Bro-
ther Pearce preached from Eph. iii. 10. 7o the intent that now
unto the principalities and powers in beavenly places ntight be known
by the church the manifold «wifdom of God. After finging, Bro-
ther E. Edmonds preached from Rom. vi. 22. But mw being
made free from fin, ani become fervants to God, ye have your frust
unto Lolinefs, and the end everlafting life. Brother Rees concluded
in prayer.

in the Evening met at 6. Brother Palmer, of Salop, prayed;
Brother Davies preached from 2 Cor. viil. 9. For ye know the
grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift, that, though be was rich, yet for
your [akes be became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.
Brotaer Henry Dawfon prayed, and difmifled the aflembly with
the ufual benedition.,

State of the Churches fince the laft Affociation.
By Baptifm & Experience 68 | By Letters of Difmiffion - 13

By Lettee - - - - - 12 Exclefion - - - - 23
Reftored - - - . - 2 Death - - - - 20
112 - 56

Increafe this Year - 6

‘The Churches at Worcefter and Shiffnal are deisﬁtute of Minifters.
The Double Lettures to be this year on the following days.
1. Penrsaore,Wednefd. July 2, 1794 | 4. CoprricE, Tuefday, Océtober 7
2. DupLey, Tuefday, Augutt 5 5. BewpLey, Wednefday Nov. §
3. Bigminduam, Bond-fire:t, 6. Tewkessury. April. 1, 1795
" Wednefday, September 3 7. WaRwick, Wednefday, May 6
The next Afbciation to be held at Bewdley, on Tue{day and
Wednefday in Whitlun-week. Brethren Biffel, of Cofeley, and
Butterworth, of Evefham, to preach; in cafe of failure, Brother
T. Edmonds, of Upton. Put up at the Wheat Sheaf.

The doftrinal articles at the head of the letter are the fame
this year as laft, But in the lift of churches for 1794, Broms-
grove and Shiffnall appear, and inftead of Stourbridge, as in 1793,
Bretzel-lane is inferted, as the church has of late remaved from
the former to the latter place for worfhip.

The defign of the affociation letter *, part of which/zems to
be the compofition of Brother Pearce, of Birmingham, is to
ftir up church members to forges the things that are bebind, and
¢a prefs after thofe which are before : to this end they are exhorted,
T'o fearch narrowly into the real ftate of their own fouls: To
¢xamine into the caufes of declenfions: To look again to the
Crofs of Chrift, from which firft relief was found, and where
alone itcan now be obtained : To make a frefh furrender of them-
felves to the Lord ; and, To endeavour to be public. bleffings to
their families, to the particular fociety with which they affem-
ble, to the charch of Chritt at large, and to the whole world.

* It fills feven pages. 8va.

€5 A
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¢ A chriftian’s heart ought to be as comprehenfive as the uni-
verfe—the Afiatic, the American, and the Afvican, as well as the
European, have a claim on your philanthropy. Made of oue
Mood, derived from one common anceftor, they are yet your
brethren.  Qceans and continents, though they forbid perional
intercourfe, do not make the relation wider, or the obligation
lefs. In heaven you expeft to join with happy fpirits from
every nacion, Kindred, apd tongae under heaven. Preient dif-
ference in ciime or colour, will form no diftindtions there— i
JSouls are equal, faith the Lord, and it is enough that o /foul exifls,
for a gocd man to ufe exertions for his falvation. Meuns are
conneéted with ends, and when God in his providence gives
being to the one, we may reafonably expeé the other 1s at
hand—Means are mow ufing by our denomination, as well as
others, to propagate the golpel among the heathen. We call
you ta the help of ¢ Lord againff the miekt;. Has God given
you the fpirit of prayer ¢ Forget not the igncrant and idoia-
trous, nor tie menof Gop, who are gone to thew them the way
or {alvation, .

* God has freely given you food and raiment for thefe twenty,
forty, or fixty years. Have you nothing to give to him who has
given all to’ you? Nothing for him who became poor, and
thed his precious blood for yon? Nothing for him who has
promifed heaven to you? Did Chrift think fouls fo valuable,
that he laid down 4is /ife for their ranfom, ard are they to yox
{0 iniignihcant, that you cannot part with the jicerfuities of life
for their fuke? Can you bear to beftow th:t on fine cloaths,
or fine unscles, or famptuous entertainments, which might
maintain z fervaut of Chrift among the Heathen? O,_ beioved,
if there be any confolation in Chrit, if any bowels of mercy,
fuliil ye our joy, and rather deny yowsjelves, than deny foor
Smers the reeans of obtaining g Answwledge of the Saviewr—
Confider wh:t bleflings you enjoy by the Gg%e/? Did that man
of God ficrifice too much whe brought the news of a Re-
deemer firft to England ? And can you facrifice too much to

.A{end thefe tranfporting tidings to A%z or Africa ? God will
fuial his own word, and give the utermoff sarts of the earth
usto bis Son for his poffefion,—let your love to Chrift decide
whether you thali be helpers in this glorious caufe, or no.”

THE _
KENT AND SUSSEX ASSOCIATION
OF BAPTIST CHURCHIES,
Affembled at Sandiurff, the 3d and 4th days of Ture, 17944-

Tuefiay, The meflengers of the feveral churehes in this cona
nexion met at three o’clock: the 52d Hymn of the 1ft book,
+ </kford \n Kent, and Burtle in Suffex, are not enrolled this year
among the churghes; but the docirinal articies of this bedy arz mentis
pned aguinasin 1593, Se¢ Kegidey page 33. Epitoa. ’
R Wasts,
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Watts, was fung : and brother Copping prayed. The names of
the meflengers were-called over, brother Krott was chofen mo-
derator, and Brother Middleton feribe. The moderator then
read the preliminaries of the affociation, requefled the meffen-
gers to read their reipective letters, and after minutes had been
taken of their contents, the modarator prayed, and adjourncd the
aflembly at five o’clock.

Public, worfhip began at 7 o’clock. Sung Watts, Pfal. cxxxii.

rother Stanger praycd. Sung 2d Botk, xxxiv. Brother Knott
preached from 2 Thefl 1. s—io. Ard to you <who are troubled,
reff with we, e Sung 2d Book xxii. Brother Booker con-
cluded in prayer.

It was agreed that the begging cafes which were prefented to
the affociation fheuld be recommended to the attention of the
churches in the following order. 1. Handcrofs. 2. Wivelsfield.
3. Brighthelmflon. 4. Chatiam. Adjourned.

Wednefday. The meflengers met at 6 o’clock, and Brethren
Pefcodd, Brown, Thomas Stanger, and Terry, prayed. Bro-
ther Middleton read the Circular letter he had been deputed to
write, which was approved, and ordered to be printed for the
ufe of ‘the churches: The fubje& of itis, THE NaTuRE oOF
CHRISTIAN EANDOR.

Letters from the Charlefton aflociation, in America, for the
vears 1792 and 1793, were read, and Brother Niddleton was
defired to draw upa letter in the name of the aflociated churches
to their beloved brethren in America. The Moderator conclud-
ed in prayer ateight o’clock.

Bublic worfhip began at 10 o’clock. Brother Atwood read
1 Cor. iii. Sung 2d Book, Ixix. Brother Atwood prayed. Sung
2d Book, clxv.  Brother Humphrey preached from Col, i. 4.
Since aue beard of your faithin Chrifft Fefus, andof the love which

ye bave to all the faints. Sung 1ft Book cxxxiv. Brother Purdy -
concluded in prayer.

It was agreed, T'hatin order to cultivate intercourfe and cor-
refpondence between our refpe@ive churches, in addition to our
annual meeting, our minifters be defired to vifit the churches,
and that correfpondence, by letter, be maintained between the

“churches as frequently as may be convenient : That for the future
our annual meeting commerce at one o’clock on Tuefday, and
continue, by adjournments, 1o Wednefday night: That the next
Affociation be held at Handcrofs, in the parifh of Slaugham, in
suflex, on the firlt Tuefday and Wednefday in June 1795 The
Brethren Coe and Purdy to preach; and in cafe of failure, the
Brethren Atwood and Knott: That Brother Stang-r write the next
Circuelar Letter, and that an anfwer to one of the following
queftions be recommended to him as the fubje of it: 1. #har
ars the bef?-evidences of the grace of God in a believers heart 2
2. What is the privilege and duty of communion awith God ? That
the obfervance of the 2nnual faft day, and the monthly prayer

meeting
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meeting, be recommended to the churches, becaufe of the blef-
fing which has hitherto attended them: That Brother Middleton
be requefted to write to the church at Afhford, in the name of
the affociated body, inviting it to return to the Affociation:
T hat Brother Middleton be defired to revife the Rules of this
Affociation, and to _produce a copy of the {ame 2t the next an-
nual meeting, in order to their being printed for the ufe of the
churches. )
The Moderator praved ; and though the general fate of the
churches loudly calls for deep humiliztion before God, yet with
ratitade we own that much peace, harmony, and Brotherly
ﬁ)ve prevailed while we were together, The aflembly was dif-
mifl=d at two o’clock. :
Biother Brown, of Battle, preached a leture in the evening,
from Heb. iii. 1.
The ftate of thele churches fince the former affociation.

Boptized 55 Difmiffed 6
Reccived by letter 5 | Excluded 37
Rettored 2 Dead 16
6z - 59
Increafe - 3
THE

YORK axp LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION
OF PARTICULAR BAPTISTS 1,

Aflembled at Hebden Bridge, near Halifzx, June 11 and 12, 1794.

Tane 11, Brother Afhworth opened the fervice by prayer, and
Brother Sharp preached from 2 Cor. iv. 17. Met again in the
evening at {ix: Brother Littlewood being chofen Moderator,
prayed. The letters from the feveral churches were read, and
then the Circular Letter by Brother Hirft, which was approved,
and ordered to be printed.

June 12, Brother Hindle prayed; Brother Langdon preached
from Matt. xxviii. 20, and Brother Sutcliff, of Olney, from
z Tim. i. 8. and concluded the public fervice with prayer and

nging.

%ggeed, That when the annual meeting is requefted to be
held for the year enfuing, at a place which may be thought in-
convenient, on account of its diftance, the propriety or impro-
priety of it may be determined by a majority of the brethren
grefent when fuch requeft is made : That the next Affociation be

eld at Bacup, on the Wednefday and Thuarfday in Whitfun-
week, and that Brother Pilling, Brothér Littlewood, and Brother
Hartley, be requefted to preach ; and in cafe of failure;, Brother

3 A lift of thefe churches may be feen in the Regifter, page 34. - .
o ' ' Hyde
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Hyde, Brother Sharp, and Brother Fawcett: (Put up at the
George and Dragon:) That the Circular Letter be drawn up by
Brother Stutterd, On the mifl likely means for the revival and
promotion of vital, pradlical religion, inour churches and congrega-
dions.

Received on profeflion 36 Dead 20
Received by letter 16 Difinifled 15
Refiored 4 | Excluded 14
55 49

Increafe . . . 7

The Circular Leiter to this Affociation is a long Epiftle §, or
rather a fmall edifying treatife, on THE NATURE AND IMPOR-
TANCE OF EVANGELICAL REPENTANCE, drawn up by the
Rev. John Hirit, of Bacup. )

The following is only a brief fketch of his remarks on this
very interefting fubjeét : Repentance fuppofeth fin committed : No
falien man can produce it in himfelf, nor is it 2 proper condition
to be performed by creatures in order to obtain falvation, but
is a partof falvation itfelf, and a free gift of God : It is needful
for all men; and as preaching is the general expedient by which
‘finners are brought to the enjoyment of this blefling, it thould
be preached to every creature.

The nature of repentance is thus defcribed : It implies a total
change of mind refpeéting fin, that evil thing which only could
make it neceflary : It confifts in godly {orrow for our manifold
abominations in heart and life, connefted with faith in the
Lord Redeemer, and hope of mercy through him: It includes
an entire renunciation of all confidence in the flefh, and a look-
ing for acceptance with God, through the righteoufnefs of
Jefys Chrift alone: And it iflues in 2 turning from fin to holi-
nefs of life and converfation.

That furely muft be of great importance which the moft emi-
nent miaifters that ever . exifted have conftantly urged and
infited on, as the peculiar meflage they were commiffoned
from God to deliver to men. The Harbinger of the divine
Saviour was a preacher of repentance, and fo was jefus Chrift

" himfelf. Before his death, and after his refurreétion, he com.
manded his apoftlcs to preach the fame dottrine—hence, to fuch
as were known to be in the gall of bitternefs and bond of
iniquity their meflige was, recent, and pray; and every minifter
of Chrift is thus commiffioned tq preach to his fellow finners.

That muft be of great importance, without which there is
no remiffion of fins, nor final happinefs in heaven; but with
which we are interefted in the promifes and grace of the gof-
pel; freely and fully pardoned ; entitled to t%e ordinances and
privileges of the church of God on earth, and fhall be brought
to the everlafting enjoyment of all the felicity of heaven.

+ It fills 11 large pages, i afmall lefter which p;irgte;s call Long Priger,
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ACCOUNTS
rroM REev. Messrs. THOMAS axp CAREY,
MISSIONARIES IN BENGAL.

1. Papers addreflfed to the. EpiTor of the Baptift Annual
Regzifter from both the Miffionaries.

2. Extralts of their Letters to feveral perfons, and to the
Particular Baptift Society, for propagating the Gofpel
.among the Heathen.

To which are added, Explanatory Notes.

To Rev. Jorn Ripron.

June 7, 1793.
Rev.and Dear Sir,  Atlantic Ocean,Lat. 45 N. 7 W.
The Cron Princefla Maria appeared off Dover, June 13, at
3 in the morning : we were all embarked at 5, and at feaat 6.
All dine at the captain’s table; all have cabins ; all as well off
as heart can with: we look back on what is paft with wonder
and pleafure : it is a pleafure to give iflue to a thankful heart
both to God and man; ’tis a pleafure to thank you, dear Sir,
for your kind exertions— Do pray go onand form a fociety in
London. We expect to give you good tidings—Our hearts
rejoice greatly in being atually at fea, and on our way to the
poor Hindoos *, for whofe falvation we thirft, and may not
this be a token that mercy is ripe for them. We have a
fine fair wind, and the Tuton, a Danith frigate, brings you
this.

Calcutta, Jan. 4, 1794,
We all arrived here fafely through the kind providence of
God. Moonfhee 1 has turned his face to idols to our great
grief, butis now with Mr. Carey. Parbotee we have not yet
seen. ‘I have taken a houfe in Calcutta. My former was
written to fend by the T'riton which convoyed us to Madeira,
but the high fea prevented our fending letters on board. In
this are inctlofed the two articles I promifed.—A fketch of
the burning of the Woman, and my converfation with the
Natives in 1792, before my return to England.
Ever, ever yours,
j. THOMAS.

# The Hindoos, or Gentoos, are the inhabitants of that part of India, -
known by the name of Hindoftan, or the Mogul's Empire, who profe(s
the religion of the Brahmans, fuppofed to b€ the fame with that of the
Gymnofophifis of kihiopia.

Eﬂqrc;’e‘ozdia Britannica. EpiTeR,

+ This Moonfhee or teacher is Ram Ram Bofhoo, meationed in the.-
former Regifter, pp. 358, 370, and of whom afaveurable accoun: is given
iuthe folipwing thees, EpiTon, :

‘ : - Mag.
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Mg, ‘THOMAS’S ACCOUNT OF AN HINDCO BURNING.

In the vear 1790, as I was coming down the siver Ganges,
in a2 Budgerow *, I faw a great concourfe of people gathered
together on the bank of the river, near a village called Bau-
lee, about 4 miles from Caleutta.  On enquiry, I found they
were affembled to fee a poor woman burn herfelf alive with the
body of her deceafed hutbandt. I immediately went on fhore,
and approached the pile whereon lay the body of the de-
ceaied, furrounded with Brahmans who affifted in the prepa-
ration for the burning. The woman was performing her
Iaft rites in the river. I immediarely called out to the Brah-
mans, as the men who ought to teach the common people
how to walk fo as to pleafe God; I folemnly charged upon
them the fin of aiding and abetting in fhedding this inno-
cent blood, till they feemcd aftomfhed. Long time I had
hindered the ceremony by the many things I faid to them,
till at length they intreated me to move farther from the pile,
fuppofing that my prefence would defile it, or that I defigned
to prevent their proceeding ; but I feveral times objeéted to
remove, declaring myfelf in the hand of the great God, though
in the midft of many murderers. I declared alfo to them all,
that I would fee the woman herfelf, and talk with her, before
ever fhe fhould be burnt. They replied, it was utterly con-
trary to all their laws and cuftoms, and-refufed to comply with
my demand.' But I continued to perfift, and began to upbraid
them with a defign of putting the woman to death privately.
At lengtir they yielded, and the Brahmans themfelves magre

* A kind of accommodation boat, in common nfe there.

+ The ortciv of this inhuman praétice may be gathered from the
following extract: ¢ At the demife of the mortal part of the Hindoo
great law giver and prophet, Bramah, his wives inconfolable for his lofs,
refolved not to furvive him, and offered themfelves voluntary viétims on
his funeral pile. The wives of the chief Rajahs, the firft officers of the ftate,
being unwilling to have it thought that they were deficient in fidelity and
affeéticn, followed the heroic example fet them by the wives of Bramah.
The Brahimans, a tribe then newly eftablithed by their great legiflator, pro-
nounced and declared, that the fpirits of thofe hereines immediately
ceafed from their tranfmigrations,and had entered the firft boboon of pun-
fication : it followed, that their wives claimed a right of making the
fame facrifice of their mortal forms to Ged, and the manes of their de-.
ceafed hufbands. The wives of every Hindoo caught the enthufiaftic
(now pious) flame. Thus the heroic aéts of a few women brought about
a general cutom. The Brahmans had given it the ftamp of religion, and
infticuted the forms and ceremonies that were to accompany the facri-
fice, fubjeét to reftriCtions which leave it a voluntary aét of glory,
piety, and fortitude.”

Helwell’s Hifforical Events relative to India. Ep1TOR,

-

a path
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a path through the multitude, down to the river where the

or woman was. She appeared te be near 60 years of age.
%‘I’cr attendants withdrew and left her ftanding in the water,
about two feet deep. I afked her, whether or no it was of her
own will, or by perfuafion of the Brahmans, that fhe was
going to do this violence to herfelf: She anfwered, it was of
her own will. I endeavoured to prove to her, that no law
of God ever required any fuch thing: .that innumerable
faws and cuftoms were invented of men, and impofed.on the
world, as though they were of fupreme authority: that the
ought by no means to think of pleafing the Divine Majefty
by this a& of cruelty to herfelf and children, and that though
the flames of this fire fhould foon be extinguithed, yet fhe
had ftill to endure unquenchable fire and everlafting tor-
ments ; for the would die in the a& of violating the divine
and holy law of God.

I eagerly liftened for a hopeful anfwer ; when, to my utter
aftonithment, fhe faid: ¢ I have died fix times in this man-
ner, with this very man, and now ’tis all come to. my mind.”
‘This fhe fpake, placing her fore finger on her forehead, and
alluded to their doétrine of tranfmigration of fouls. She
appeared by -the heavinefs of her fpeech and eyes to have
been intoxicated with opium, or the like drug. I was fo
much difappointed, and grieved at heart, that after a few
words more, I .left her, and retired back to the pile: fhe
followed me, witha bafket of flowers in her hand, which fhe
{trewed oneach fide of the way as fhe came. She then threw the
balket from her, took herlaft farewell of her friends,afcended
the pile, affifted by a Brahman, and laid herfelf down by the
deceafed, placing her right arm under his head, and her left over
his breaft. Dried leaves were then thrown over them both,
and oil poured on the whole. Immediately two bamboos*,
which were faftened with ropes to ftakes on one fide of the
pile, were drawn over all, and held down by Brahmans on the
other fide of the pile, in order to prevent any effetual ftrug-
gles. Now the neareft relation was called upon to fet fire
to the pile beneath both their heads.” Loud horns, drums,
and univerfal fhoutings, prevented me hearing the cries of
the unhappy victim, though I ftood the nearcit to the pile.
Thhe whole was quickly confumed in my prefence, and I de-
parted, bitterly exclaiming againft the horrid pratice itfelf,
and 2ll that encouraged it. In the farne jowrney I faw twa
more piles at each of which a living woman hady been burnt ;

* A kind of large cane,

fo
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fo that the reports of this cuftom being difufed among them
are totally without foundation. Probably the number * of
vichims deftroyed by this kind of death would be much lef-
fened, if the unwife laws concerning furviving widows were
repealed, for thefe forbid widows to marry, and ena& that
they fhail be kept on the pooreft food, and fill the loweft
ftations in the family. But itis feared the cuftom will never
be utterly abolithed until that fure prophecy is fuifilled ;
The Lord will famifb all the gods of the earth, and men fball
wor/bip Him. "Amen. Zeph. il 11.

* A dreadful inftance of this inhuman praétice is contained in a letter
from Father Martin, a Jefuit Miffionary at Madura.

‘“ The Prince of Morava dying in 1710, his wives, to the number of
47, were burned with his corpie in the following manner : They digged
a deep ditch withour the town, and in it ereéted a pile of wood, on
the top of which the deceafed was laid, richly clothed and adorned:
when they had fet this oa fire, with a world of ccremonies per-
formed by the Brahmans, that company of unfortunate women appeared,
covered with jewels, and adorned with flowers, like fo many vic-
sims defigned for the {ucrifice. They walked feveral times about
the pile, the head of which was perceived at a great diftance. The
chief of them, Laving addrefled the fucceffor of the late prince, refigned
the dagger of tiie deceafed into his hands, who took it without fhewing
the leaft fign of grief or compaffion. Alas! faid the, what farther comes
of all uman happinefs! I am fenfible I am throwing myfelf headlong inte
Acll! Thefe words ftruck all the fpeétatators with horror. She had a
chriftian woman in her fervice, who frequently difcourfed with her con-
cerning the truth of revealad religion, in order to perfuade her to em-
Brace chriftianity, fut without fuccefs. She having fpoke thus, boldly
turned her face to the pile, and calling upon her gods, flung herfelf into
the midft of the flames. The fecond of thefe women was the fifter of
Rava, a prince of the blood, who affited at that deteftable ceremony.
When he received the jewels from his fifter with which fie was adorned,’
he broke out into tears, embracing her mott tenderly : the feemed un-
moved at it, and with a refolute countenance, looking fometimes at the
pile, fometimes at the allitants, cried with a loud voice, Sheeva, Sheeva,
which is the name of one of their idols, and threw herfelf into the flames
as the firft had done. The other women followed her fooh after; fome of
themn appeared compofed, and others were caft down and bewildered.
Qune of them, frighted above the reft, run to a chritian f{oldier who was
pref=ut, and begged of him to fave her; but he ftunned with furprize
puthed the unfortunate creature from him into the glowing pit, and retired
immedjately ; but {o terrified that he foon fell ill of a fever and frenzy,
of which he died, the night following. Whatever intrepidity fome of thefe
women difcovered at firft, yet as foon as they fel/t the flames they roared in a
moft dreadful manner, and tumbling over each other firove to gain the brim
of the pit, but in vain, for the affiftants prevented it by throwing upon
them large pieces of wood. The next day the Brahmans gathered their
bones, which they threw into the fea. The pit was levelled, a temple
buiit on the fpot, and the deccafed Prince, with his wives, reckoned
among the deities.”

Propagation of Chriftianity, Vol. 11. pp. 156=157-
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Mr. TaoMas’s LAST CONVERSATION WITH THE
BRAHMANS, BEFORE HIS RETURN TO ENGLAND, I792.

IN the month of January, 1792, 1 was returning from a

journey on the River Ganges, and expefted by one more
tide to reach Calcutta, but the tide lowing fooner than I ex-
pected, I was obliged to come to about feven or eight miles
thort of that place. It was about the middle of day, and din-
ner not being quite ready; 1 thought to take a folitary walk
on thore. On landing, nyaw' no town or village near, but,
converfing with a poor native, I underftood 1 was within
half a mile of 2 Hindoo college, where two famous Pundits *
and feveral ftudents, the Brahmans, -refided. I immediately
determined to go and pay them a vifit, and the poor man
direCted me, pointing at a large grove of trees, among which
they all dwelt. As I advanced, I propofed-to myfelf to go
among them as an enquirer, and to fay little or nothing to
them dire&ly like a teacher. Onmy arrivalat one of the outer
dwellings, 1 met with an elderly Brahman, who afked me
what 1 did there? and, while I was fatisfying him, another
Brahman came up, of a more open countenance and intelligent
manner, with.whom I began to convetfe, not without plea-
fure. I told him, 1 had in my heart one very great anxiety,
that I myfelf was a finner, that I had but a little time to flay
in this world, and when I fhould die my foul would depart to
Heaven, or Hell, and dwell there fot ever andever. You are
a Brahman (faid I), can you tell me what I thall do to efcape
the wrath to come, obtain forgivenefs of {iris, and admittance
into Heaven? He replied, you muft give to the poor. I
thanked him, and afked how much I ought to give, fo that I
I might be fure, and not fail of efcaping that wrath, and ob-
taining this felicity. He then faid, I muft give one-fourth of
all that [ poffefled. But faid I, Brahman, if all I poflefs,
thould amount to four rupees only (viz. four half-crowns), then
by giving one rupee to the poor fhall I certainly efcape Hell ?

an I obtain Heaven for one rupee ? Here the poor Brahman
felt himfelf involved in an unexpeCted dilemma: for it is by
no means a notion among them that many will get to Heaven.
I defired him to fpeak again, and he then direfted me to do
holy deeds; but when we came to difcufs the quantity and

u

* Pundits Learned Doltors.
L quality
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quality of thofe deeds, he abruptly broke off, at the dread of’
another dilemma, and faid he would take me to the College
juft by, where the Pundits and more able Brahmans would
anfwer me better than he could, The buildings are of mud
walls, covered with ftraw, and furrounded with cocoa nut
and other trees, which made a pleafant grove, and afforded an
agreeable fhade. Their feveral houfes are all round about it,
at different diftances. As you ftand oppofite the front of it, you
fee a large open fhed, confiderably raifed,where the Pundits give
leflons to their ftudents every morning : on each fide is a row
of tolas, or cottages, joined to each other, all exaétly alike, and
thofe are habitations for the ftudents, who come from diftant
countries, and partake of the bounty allowed by the Rajahs *,
or other perfons who contribute to their fupport. On our
arrival there, they feemed to have heard of my coming, for
the ftudents poured out from their tolas on each fide, and
affembled themfelves under the large fhady trees ; thither they
brought mats, and fpread them underneath the fhade for the
Brahmans to fit on; a chair alfo was brought for me, and they
all fat down. After a little time, one of the venerable Pun-
dits appeared, and all rofe up to receive him; fome paid him
homage by proftrating themfelves at his feet, and others, who
perhaps had already feen him on that day, offered him lefs
tokens of veneration and refpect: all now waited for my taking
my feat, but I profefled to honour my elders, and requefted
the Pundit to take his feat firft. At this they were the more
aftonithed, becaufe it is not the cuftom of Europeans to fuffer
Natives to be feated in their prefence. After much perfuafion -
the Pundit feated himfelf in the front of the Brahmans. I then
took my chair, and all the Brahmans were feated on the mats,
in the fame pofition which our taylors commonly ufe at their
work. Inow began to rehearfe the queftions and converfation
that had pafled between me and the Brahman I brought with
me, to which they liftened with all'avidity : I then afked them
what I could do to obtain the great ends in queftion. Some
faid I ought to apply myfelf to the name of God: by this they
mean more or lefs, that I fhould perform the Zoap, which
confifts in its greateft latitude of pronouncing the name of God
millions of times, without {peaking any other word; and fome
whom I know have continued this vain repetition for whole
days and nights together, till their mental faculties have been

* Rajuks, Pagan Princes, great Officers of State, EpiToRr.
' deranged,
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deranged. 1 replied after this manner, How can the infinitely
great and holy One be pleafed to hear his name o often pro-
nounced from thefe polluted lips? I enquired if the Supreme
Being was wife and good ; to which they yielded ready affir-
matives. I then fixed my eye on one of the neareft Brahmans;
and afked him if he liad any fons? he faid he had. Whenever
you thall return home, faid I, fuppofe your fon was to come
running to meet you, and falling down at your feet thould cry
out, Peta, Peta, Peta, Peta *, inceflantly, without ever fay-
ing another word, what would you think of him? I thould
think, faid he, that he was become foolith. So I fear, faid I,
would the wife and good one, if I was, in the fame manner,
to call over his holy and reverend name.

" I continued my enquiries, and they directed me to wafh in
the River Ganges+t, and the water of that facred river would

* * Peta fignifies Father. :

+ Ganges. By comparing what different writers have faid of this
famous river of the hither India, in Afia, we learn, That it is in great
citeem among the Natives, not only for the long courfe it runs, the depth
of its feveral channels, and the purenefs cf its ftream, but from the fanc-
tity of its waters, which they perfuade themfelves have anefficacy zo wa/b
away all fin. This river is in a manner lined with their facred pagodas
or temples, and at certain feltivals there has been a concourfe of an hun-
dred thoufand people, who come to bathe init. They pay their devo-
tion toitasa God, and carry their friends from diftant countries to muke
their exit on its fhores, and as they die heave them into the middie of it.
The greateft felicity that many of the Indians with for is to die in this
river. They deem the perfon happy who terminates his cxiftence upon
its margin, and even felicitate that family, an individual of which has
been drowned in its fiream. The Hindoos, at the point of death, if
near this facred river, will with the utmoft compolure defire tobe carried
out that they may expire on its barks; and it is common on the rear
approach of diffolution to requeft that their athes may be put into an urn
and given to the Ganges. And, hence, thefe circumftances form a con-
fpicuous part of the congratulations given to furvivers.

One part of a Shanfcrit Infeription, tranflated by Charles Wilkins, Efq.
at Calcutta in 1785, may be confidered as an inftance : < Sardsola Varna
4 prince who dilplayed the enfign of royaity in facrifice, and fubdued the
world by aninfinite renown, gratificd the hopes of relations, friends, and
dependants, and houour was achieved fi-om the decd of death; NEAR THE
UPRISING OCEAN ;"---an expreffion this which is interpreted of his being
carried to Ganga-Sagar to die. EoiTor.

The r:afon of this aftonifhing veneration is, ¢ becaule they imagine
the Ganges does not take its fource from the bofom of the carth, but
defcends from Heaven iato the paradife of Devendre, and from thence
into Hindooftan, Many of the Jews and ancient Chyiltians believed this
river to be the Pifon, one of the four mentioned in Scripture (Gen. ii.)
s the boundaries of the terreftrial paradife.”  Engpiloprdia Britarnica.

L2 cleanfe



148 MR. THOMAS’S CONVERSATION

cleanfe away fin. T afked them fuch queftions as thefe—Does
not fin, according to the Shafters, defile and darken the
mind? If fin was taken away, would there not be a great
change of mind, as from light to darknefs, and mifery to hap-
pinefs? and then would not the renewed enjoy fweet commu-
nion with the Supreme, who is all light? Can wathing the
body cleanfe away pollution of mind? Do you yourfelves,
when you wath in the Ganges daily, find this great change ?
Do you go down into the water with a mind darkened by
fin, and come up with a mind enlightened of the Ganges?
It is difficult for me to exprefs their utter confufion and afto-
nithment; for, itis probable, they had never before heard any
of thefe things queftioned. But their candour allowed them
to fpeak freely againft their own experience, which imme-
diately reflefted the condemnation of their own doétrines.
Others direéted me to worfhip the Gods. I then enquired
if it was written in their Shafters, that without faith no wor-
thip or ceremony could be acceptable to God? They faid yes
—then faid 1, my worfhip and ceremonies can never be
accepted, for I have none of that which you call faith—no Caft#
no faith—how fhall I worfhip—how fhall I be accepted? The
queftion then was, whether or no I could obtain fajth, and
how? Faith, they faid, was obtained by reading the Vedas;
But, faid I, the words of the Vedas are reputed {o holy, that
if any man fhould read them who is not a Brahman, it would
be his fin; I am not a Brahman, neither can I become a
Brahman if I would give ten thoufand worlds, Befide, faid I,
do you believe the words of Judifteert+? O'! yes, certainly,
certainly, faid they, from every quarter. Now Judifteerisa
very great character in their grand poem, thc Mahabharot 1,
and fome think the account there given of him is a mutilated
tradition of Jefus Chrift—be that as it may, they fay of
bim in this poem, That he was not born by ordinary genera-
tion, but of Dhormo, the Holy One: That when he was
born all the hills of the earth were enlightened: That, while a
child, fome great king {ought his death: That, as he grew up,
he went about doing good, and diffufing bleflings wherever he

* Cafd fignifies order, or tribe.

+ Fudifieer. ¢ Judifteer (swhofe mame is commonly written Yud-
hifht’hir Dy Sir Wiliiam Jones) ¢ is the cideit of the five brothers whofé
fortunes and exploits are the leading {ubje¢t in the Mahabharit,” a beau-
situl Indian Drama, Sic William Chambers. EpITOR,

1 Maha is great-..Bharot is fong ov peaw, T am rot fure which.

came
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came: That he hadfeveral younger brethren, who had not the
knowledge of the Holy, like him; and on a certain day, his
mother fent one of her younger fons to fetch water from 2
tank, or pool: on his coming to the tank, he faw Dhormo,
the Holy One, fitting on the water’s edge, in fhape of a bird:
Dhormo afked him four queftions; the laft and the chiefof them
was, Which is the way to Heaven? The lad faid he could not.
tell. Dhormo then forbad him to take water, till the queftion
was anfwered. But he prefuming, went to take water, and
fell downdead, The mother finding her fon did not return fent
another, and the fame things happened to him ; fbe fent them
all, one after another, except Judifteer, and they all died in
the fame manner ; laft of all the fent Judifteer—when he came,
he readily anfwered all the queftions, and to this queftion,
which is the way to Heaven? he anfwered thus: viz. Veda
Bibhinna ; the Vedas * are difcordant, comradi&ory, one directs
this way to Heaven, another that. Shreeteo Bibhinna ; the
Shafters§ are alfo difcordant. Naafho moneerjufhea muttong nob-

inna ; none of the rules of the ancignts, but what are difcordant.
Dhsrmufbeea tuttung nibrreetung goohoinga. The way to
Heaven is different from all thefe. Maha zona zano Gotufheca
Pontha ; the path which the great perfon walks in, that’s the
way. Judifteer having fully replied, Dhormo was well pleafed:

* Veda. V&disa Shanferit term, by which the Hindoos denominate
the books of the law of their religion. This word is written by
the Tamulians, or Malabars, Védam, and called Béd by the Bengalies,
who haye in effet no @ in their alphabet +. The Vedas are of Shanfcrit
compofition in Nagari charaéters, and are very numerous, but were
reduced to four by Vyafa, who is fuppofed to have felefted from them
every information that is neceffary for man. The Hindoos confider them
as the fountain of all knowledge, human and divine. They are divided
into the three general heads of aworks, faith, and aworfbip; and, if they
may be judged of by that compendium of them, which is called Upani-
Jbat, they abound with noble fpeculations in metaphyficks and fine dif-
courfes on the being and attributes of God. Colonel Polier, a great
collector of Indian Antiquities, pofleffes a complete copy of all the four
Vedas in eleven large volumes §. EprTor.

+ Dow’s Differtations.

{ Differtations relating to Afia, by Sir William Jones, and others, Rvo,
1792, vol. i. p. 27, 115, 185, vol. ii. p. 4, 98, 104, 107, and 110/

§ Shaflers. Thefe are'Commentaries on the Vedas. ¢ The word
Siftra, derived from a root fignitying fo ordain, means generally an Ordi-
nance, and particularly a Sacred Ordinance delivered by infpiration;
properly, therefore, this word is applied only to Sacred Literature.”

' Sir William Fones. EDITOR.

L3 cleanfe
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in token of which, his brothers were all reftored to life, who
taking water all went home with him. Now Brahman, faid I,
I afk you the way to Heaven? you dire& to the Vedas— Ju-~
difteer fays the Vedas are difcordant. Nothing that is difcordant.
could ever come from God you know. I afk you the wayto.
Heaven? and you dire¢t me to the fayings of the Shafters;
but Judifteer fays, the way to Heaven is different from all
thefe: which am I to believe, you or Judifteer ? You cannot be
both right.  Here they expreffed their wonder, how I came to

be acquainted with what was written in their Shafters, and

they knew not what to fay, but continued to declare, they

mever faw or heard of the like. Another queftion arofe con-

cerning who this. Mlaha Zoan could be? Some faid God---

but I objeéted he was never called Zoan, or a perfon in their

Shafters.: . others faid it muft mean any holy man; I

atked if ever they heard of a holy man who walked differently

from the Vedas and all the Shafters? They faid No. Befides,

I faid, it was the fuperlative term here ufed, and could not be

applied to any but One. I could nolonger withhold, but now

began to unfold to them the word of God, which, at fundry

times and places and indivers manners, was fent to men in paft
ages by the Prophets: I particularly fpoke of the prophecies

of the éreat One that was to come, of the time, the tribe, the

place, and the manner of his coming. Of his conception, his

birth, myfterious perfon, miracles, life, death, refurretion, and

afcenfion, and of his fhedding down the Holy Ghoft in the

firft times ; and of his giving that reft, and peace, which pafleth

all underftanding, to poor finners, even to this day, of whom

Imyfelf was one; and that he does fo in all parts of the earth

wherever his faving health and holy name is known.

It would not be an eafy work to defcribe their affeQing
emotions of mind, which they all along exprefled in different
ways: Some ran and climbed up the cocoa nut trees, gathered
the nuts, and broke the fheil, that I might drink the fweet water -
out of them; (God Almighty grant that I may break the thell
to many of them, that they may drink of living waters, out
of the inexhauftible fountain in .Chrift,) others brought
{weetmeats, fruits, milk, and the like, and laid them all at
my feet, faying it would be their fin to fuffer me to go away
and not eat, for the day now was declining: we had been fix
hours and upwards in converfation, and I began to take leave,
but they continued to follow me even down to the boat; there
I thewed them a BiBLE, the fir/? they ever faw ;5 and I remi'lrlxded_

tnem
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them of a faying in their Shafters, That all nations of the
earth thould one day become of one Caft, and one religion;

they affented : alfo, that there thould come a little book, -and

éat up; all their great books *.  Yes, they all knew this faying

to be common: then holding up a BisrLE of Pafham’sedition,

Y faid, TH1sis the little Book, THIS 1s THE Book oF Gob.

I alfo pleafed them very much by fhewing them a part of it

tranflated into their own language, and by affuring them of
the awful and pleafing effets this book will fhortlyhave upon

all nations ofthe earth. The evening came on, and we parted.

Never, methinks, did a people :fhew more relu&ance to part -
with a man, who was a total ftranger ; they ftood on the fhore,

waiting and looking aslong as they could fee me and the boat.

Not long after I failed for England, but this is one of the firft

places I inténd to vifit (Deo volente) when I return.

ExTRACTS FROM LETTERS ADDRESSED TO THE SOCIETY,
To THE BaPTisT CHURCH AT LEICESTER, AND TO
vaRious INDIvIDUALs, BY MR. CAREY, ARRANGED
ACCORDING TO THEIR DATEs.

Bay of Bengaly, October 17, 1793.

We fet fail [from Dover] on Thurfday morning, June 13,
in the Kron Princeffa Maria, Captain Chriftmas, from Copen-
hagen. The captain behaved to us with the politeft attention.
and as we were a large family, he allotted us the beft place
in the fhip, by ordering his own great cabin to be parted into
two. We had been but a little time on board before the
women were taken with the fea ficknefs, then the children,
and before night myfelf; but in a week we all recovered, and
had a very pleafant voyage to the Cape of Good Hope ; only
we were hindered a.few days by calins when we were off
Cape Verd in Africa.  'We pailed the tropic of Cancer in
June 293 the 21ft of the following month we crofied the line,
and Auguft 1, we pafled the tropic of Capricorn; on the 20th
we faw the Cape of Good Hope, but on Lord’s day night 25th,
we were alarmed by a terrible accident:——There is a bank
which extends into the fea from Cape des Aquilas, the fouth-
ermoft point of Africa, for about 80 leagues fouth, upon which

* Their Shafters are very voluminous.

L 4 runs
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tuns 2 ftrong current, and which when it mcets the wind
raifes the fea in a meft tremendous manner. We were in
Iatitude 38° fouth, and thought ourfelves fecure from that
danger; but early in the morning I was awakened by the
viclent motion of the fhip, and found ftools, table, and every
thing which was not fecured, rolling about the cabin, whilft
the earthen and glafs ware was crufhed to pieces. Mr. Tho-
mas called at the door to inform me that we had carried away
our fore and main top mafts: I arofe and went upon deck;
the gloom of the nmight (though providentially the moon
fhone); the fea, like mountains, beating the thip in all direc-
tions; the mafls, yards, fails, and rigging, hanging over the
fides, with the men upon them, endeavouring to unrig them
and let them loofe, formed a tremendous fcene.  All on board
uniformly declared that they had never been in fuch an alarm-
ing fituation before; and at one time we concluded that the
veflel was going to the bottom. Our fhip is about 130 feet
Yong, and was mcunted on a fea * at leafl 50 or 60 yards high,
from which fhe plunged head foremoft with incredible velo-
city: I faw her going, I knew her weight was 600 tons, and
concluded with others that fhe could never recover it:—
T had buta moment to refle®, but felt compofed, and refigned
to die. That I might not be toffed overboard, 1 caught hold
of what was next to me: the plunge was dreadful; her bow-
{prit was under water, and the gib-boom carried away; but
in a moment I faw her rife again, mounted on another fea,
without having fhipped one hogfhead of water. At laft we
cleared the wreck :—in cleven days we refitted, and except
one fquall, which carried away our new main-top-maft, have
had nothing to alarm us fince. '

The rains have fupplied us with plenty of water, and we
have loft none of our company except a black woman and
child, who were very ill when they came on board; and the
carpenter, who, after the very great exertions he was obliged
to make on account of our misfortune off the Cape, caught
cold, which was fucceeded by a pleurify, and followed by the
fcurvy, of which he died when we were within fix days fail of
_Bmga/.

We have not been entirely deftitute of religious opportu-~
nities fince we have been at fea: family worfhip has been con-
ftantly attended to, both morning and evening ; and we have

# An immenfe wave,

had
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rad preaching twice every Lord’s-day in our cabin, fometimes
to twelve perfons. Some feafons have been pleafant to our-
felves, but I fear of little or no fervice to others. I have
enjoyed many opportunities of private devotion ; though after
all the mercy and goodnefs fhewn, I am ftill the moft un-
fruitfu] of all the plants in the vineyard of God;—yet I feel
a growing fatisfaltion in having undertaken this work, and
a growing defire for its fuccefs. Sometimes I am much ani-
mated with the profpedt before me; but at others, a fenfe of
my own unworthinefs and unfitnefs fo difcourages me, that I
fear I fhall never be of any ufe in the world :—one confidera-
tion, indeed, revives my hopes, and fupports my mind in the
darkeft feafons—Gobp hath faid, »e will be with his minifters
unto the end.

It has afforded me much pleafure to recolle&t the times of
public worthip in the churches in E£ngland, and to reflet that
now perhaps hundreds, if not thoufands, are praying for me.
You will alfo eafily believe that my friends have not been
forgotten by me on thefe occafions,

I hope the fociety will go on and increafe, and that the
multitudes of -heathen in the world may hear the glorious
words of truth. Africa is but a little way from England;
Madagafcar but alittle further: South America, and all the
numerous and large iflands in the Jndian and Chinefe feas, 1
hope will not be paffed over. A large field opens on every
fide, and millions of perithing heathen *, tormented in this
life by means of idolatry, fuperftition and ignorance, and {ub-
jeét to eternal mifery in the next, are pleading ;—yes, all their
miferies plead (as foon as they are known) with every heart
that Joves the Redeemer, and with all the churches of the
living God. O that many labourers might be thruft out into
the vineyard of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that the gentiles
may come to the knowledge of the truth as itis in bim/

* According to Mr. CAREY’s caleulation in his Pamphlet entitled
An Enquiry into the Obligations of Chriflians to ufe means for the converfion
of the Heathen, it appears that FOUR HUNDRED AND TWENTY MIL~
L10Ns of mankind (i. e. abave half the world) are yet in pagan dark-
nefs!---If My souL is of fuch unfpeakable value, that were I to ex-
change it for a worLD I thould be a LosER, (Matt. xvi. 26.) by what
mode of calculation fhall I afcertain the aggregate amount of {o immenfe
a number of immorta] {pirits, each of which s as valuable as mine ?

Calcutia,
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Calcutta, November 14—235.

After beating 2bout, and being driven back by currents for
near a month, we arrived in Balafore Roads on the 7th mft.
and on the 1oth Mr. Zhomas and I began our labours. We
came in a ponfowah from the fhip, and at flack water we lay
to at a Baxar, or market. Mr. Thomas foon began to dif-
courfz with the Hindoos, and prefently the people all left their
merchandize, and came under a hovel to hear the gofpel, to
which they liftened with great attention for three hours, and
appeared to be much pleafed. One of them prepared us a
dinner; a plantain leaf ferved inftead of difhes and plates, and
inftead of knives and forks we ufed our fingers as the natives
do.  When we left them they intreated that we would build
us a houfe, and come and live among them. On our arrival
at Caleutta we found poor Ram Bofhss waiting for us. We
hear that Parbstee ftands well, and that he and Adhbun Chund
are coming down to us. '

Providence has favoured us {o that we have fold our inveft-
ments tolerably well; but the neceffary expences attendant on
our firft fettling, will make us very fhort for the firft year;
however, the work is God’s—it has been favoured by God—
we /hall furmount all difficulties, and the glory will redound
to God again.

I feel fomething of what Paul felt when he beheld Athens.
and ¢ his fpirit was ftirred within him.”” I fee one of the
fineft countries in the world, full of induftricus inhabitants;
yet three-fifths of it are an uncultivated jungle, abandoned to
wild beafts and ferpents.  If the gofpel flourithes here, ¢ the
wildernefs will in every refpe& become a fruitful field.”

A pious European who refides here, has much encouraged
us to make an-effort in this city, and there feem to be many
thoufands of Portuguefe ready to leave the church of Rome,
if any one could preach in Portuguefe to them—perhaps we
may try, though our great defign is to preach to the Hindoos
and Moors. 1 have had feveral converfations with a Brahman
who fpezks Englith well, and being unable to defend himfelf
againft THE GOSPEL, he purpofes to come, attended -by a
Pundit, and try the utmoft of their ftrength. ’

We are all well, the climate at this, which is the cold fea-
fon, is not unpleafant, except through the great difference
there is between the heat of day and night, which is often
10 degrees; yet the heat is tolerable. The more I know of
Mr. Thomas the more I love him: we maintain the greateft

affection
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affeCtion for each other: he has compleated his tranflation of
the book of Genefis on our paflage, at which he laboured in-
defatigably, fo as I think to hurt his health; but through
mercy is now recovered. We have now Genefis, Matthew,
Mark, and James, in the language of the country, and fhall
foon have more I hope. It will be of very great fervice to
us if the fociety can fend out a Polygltt Bible by the next
conveyance. Ram Bofboo is a good Perfian fcholar, and it
will certainly help us much. Alfo a copy of the gofpels in
the Malay tongue would be of ufe. In return, I hope we
thall fend you tidings which will rejoice your hearts.

Bandell, December 16—26.

‘We have been near a month at Bandell, which is a Portu-
guefe fettlement; but are now going further up the country,
perhaps to Nuddea, Cutwa, Gowr, or Malda; at prefent it is
uncertain which.

We have frequent opportunities of addrefling the Hindoos,
and their attention is aftonithing. Laft Lord’s day we vifited
them at a neighbouring village called Saa-gunge, and Mr.
Thomas preached to near 200 of them ;—they liftened with
great ferioufnefs, and feveral followed to make further enquiries
about which is the way to heaven, and what they fhould do to
walk therein? Every place prefents us with a pleafing prof-
pect of fuccefs, and we are of one mind, and one fou] :—Pray
for us; we daily remember you; and the profperity of the
fociety lies very near our hearts.

I never in my life found more fatisfaltion in any under-
taking than in'this in which I am now engaged; and though
I have loft much in point of focial intercourfe, yet; I find fuch
a fweetnefs in refleting on the caufe in which I am embarked,
as more than compenfates for any lofs I can fuftain. The
pleafure of being able to preach the gofpel, I enjoyed greatly
while in England: This enjoyment I am now deprived of,
through my not having yet obtained a fufficient acquaintance
with the language.

Parbotee 1 have not feen, but have heard' a good account of
him : Mr. Thomas has alfo received a letter from Mohun Chund.

The utmoft harmony fubfifts between me and Mr. Thomas.
Several Brahmans and Pundits have been very prefling with
us- to fettle at Calutta, and preach to them; accordingly
Mr. Thomas refides there, and I live at a houfe belonging to
a black man, who generoufly offered it to me for nothing, till

' Iam
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I am otherwife accommodated. I am about renting a fmall
quantity of land of a native, fome miles ealt of the city, fo
that we may have opportunities of preaching the gofpel all over
the moft populous part of Bengal.

Since I have been here my family has been very heavily
aflited with the bloody flux ; my wife and two eldeft children
have been very ill, and it is ftill a doubt whether my eldeft
fon will recover or not. Many might attribute this to the
climate; I believe it might arife from cold, but I am more
and more convinced that all my times are in the hand of God,
and that as all is under his direion, fo all fhall work together
for good to them that love him. Thele things are aflictive
and feverely felt; but I blefs God, I faint not: and wher my
foul can drink her fill at the word of God, I forgetall. I had
fully intended to devote my eldef? fon to the ftudy of Shanferit*,

¥ «¢ Shanj.rit or Sanfirit (from two words fignifying perfetion) is a dead
Jangnage, but the oldeft polifhed language of India. The Shanfcritisof a
wondertul ftrufture ; more perfet than the Greek, more copious than the
Latin, and more exquilitely refined than either, yet bearing to both of
them a fironger affinity, both in the roots of verbs, and in the forms of
grammar, than could poflibly have been produced by accident ; fo ftrong
indeed, that no Philoleger could examine them all three without believing
them to have fprung from fome common fource, which perhaps no lon-
ger exifts.” Sir William Jones. ED1TOR.

The grand fource of Indian literature, the parent of almoft every dia-
iedt, from the Perfian Gulph to the Chinefe feas, is the Shanferit, a lan-
guage of the moft venerabie and unfathomable antiquity ; which although
now fhut up in the libraries of Brahmans, and appropriated folely to the
records of their religion, appears to have been current over moft of the
oriental world ; and traces of its original extent may ftill be difcovered
in almoft every diftriét in Afia.

Exclufive of the Shanferit there are three different dialefts applied
(though not with equal currency) in the kingdom of Bengal; viz. the
Perfian, Hindoltanic and the proper Bengalele. The Perfian entered
Bengal with the Mogul conquerors,  The Hindoftanic or Indian langnage
appears to have been fpoken tor many ages, throughout all proper Hin-
doftan. It is {till applied to the purpofes of commerce in Surat, Guzarat,
and other places on tne weftern coaft. It is indubitably derived from the
Shanferit. The Bengalefe is intimately related to the Shanferit alfo,
both in expreflions, conftrution, and charafter. It is the fole channel
of perfonal and epiftolary communication, among the Hindoos of every
occupation and tribe. All their bufine(s is tranfalted, and all their ac-
counts are kept in it ; and as their fyftem of education is in general very
confined, there are few among them who can write or read any other
jdiom. The uneducated (or eight parts in ten of the whole nation) are
pecetfanily confined to the ufage of their mother tongue.

Preface to Halked's Grammar of the Bengal Language,

my
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my fecond to the Perfian, and my third Chinefe. 1 fhall have
opportunity for this, and if God fhould hereafter blefs them
with his grace, this may fit them for a miffion to any part of
Perfia, India, or China. The difficulty of preaching to hea-
thens, is, I prefume, much lefs than has been imagined. I
think from what 1 have feen there would be very little danger
of hurt in’either Heathen or Mahometan countries; and if
this country is any fpecimen at all, I think the encouragement
to be very great. 1 hope the fociety may be ftrengthened and
encouraged, and that we may foon be able to encourage them
by good accounts from Hindoeftan.

The plan laid down in my litte piece I ftill approve, and
think it the beft that can be followed. A miffionary muft be
one of the compantions and equals of the people to whom he
is fent. Many dangers and temptations will be in his way.
One or two pieces of advice I may venture to give. The firft
is to be exceedingly cautious left the woyage prove a great
fnare: On board an Eaft Indiaman efpecially, it may be ex-
pectedall the difcourfe will be abouthigh life, and every circum-
ftance will tend to unfit the mind for the work, and prejudice
the miffionary againft the people to whom he goes. Alfo in
a country like this, fettled by Europeans, the grandeur, the
cuftoms, and prejudices of the fettlers are exceeding dangerous.
They are very kind and hofpitable ; but even to vifit them, if
a man keeps no table of his own, would more than ten times
exceed the allowance of a miffion: and their difcourfe is
chiefly about the vices of the natives: fo that a miffionar
muft f{ee thoufands of people treating him with the grcatel{
kindnefs, whilft he muft be entirely different from them in his
life, his appearance, and every thing, or elfe it is impoffible for
him to ftand ; their profufe way of living being fo oppofite ta
his charaler, and fo much above his ability. It will be very
eflential to miffionaries to be men of calmnefs and evennefs of
temper, and rather inclined to {uffer hardfhips, than covet the
favours of men ; and {uch who will be indefatigably employed
in the work fet before them; an inconftancy of mind being
fo highly injurious to it.

I am very impatient to hear of the minifters and churches
in England, and all other parts within the compafs of your eor-
refpondence: pray be particular when you write: the advance-
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom will be very pleafing news
to me, and I in return hope to fend you fome accounts, which

may
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may be caufe of joy to you, and to all who love our Lord
Jefus Chrift in fincerity.

To the Church at LEICESTER.¥

Bandell, Dec. 25, 1793
My wery dear Friends! , ’

LONG before this time T expected to have fent you an ac-
count of my welfare and of the dealings of God with me; but
having been prevented till now, 1 embrace the prefent oppor-~
tunity with pleafure, and referring you to Mr. Y, for an
account of my voyage and all the incidents relating to it, I fhall
principally addrefs myfelf to you (as to thofe whofe eternal
welfare 1 have much at heart) refpefting the things of God.
Often do I recollect, with a mixture of pleafure and pain, the
fweet communion which I have enjoyed with you.—To yox
I delighted not only to communicate the gofpel of Chrift, but
my own foul alfo, becaufe you were dear unto me; and par-
ticularly fhall I always remember the memorable time of my
parting from you---that indeed was the trial of love; but the
great undertaking in which I am engaged preponderated, and
ttill weighs down in my mind every other confideration.

I have certainly loft much focial pleafure fince I came hither,
as I cannot preach yet, except to my own family, not being
fufficiently acquainted with the language ; nor have I at pre-
fent more than one chriftian friend to whom I can open my
mind, befides my dear colleague Mr. Thomas.---1 am furrounded
by heathens---all places in the country are full of monuments
of idolatry, and every morning great numbers of people may
be feen at the river’s fide paying their devotion to the water,
which they take up in handfuls and pray to in the moft fervent
manner +. Temples to Seeb, Bifbno, and Brimba, are every
where to be feen; and flowers confecrated to facred purpofes,
are” preferved growing in the fireets of the moft populous

* Of this Church, Mr. Carey had been paftor.

+ A veneration for the elements, but efpecially fire and water, feems
to have been cummon to all the ancient Eaftern nations. The Medes
and Perfians confidered fire and water as the only true images of the
divinity ; and it is evident, that the Hindoos, if they do not worfhip
fire, hold it in religious refpet. Every day at fun-rife the priefts go
to fome river, or to the tanks of their temples, to perform the Sandi-
vancy, or worfhip to Brahma the fupreme. _

Sketches of the Hindoos, Vol. i. p. 232.

places.
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places.  Burning women with their hufbands, is a practice
too frequent*: We were at Nuddea (an eminent place for
learning) laft Lord’s day, and were informed that about a
month ago two women devoted themfelves in this manner.
The praétice of fwinging by the back + is very common; I
have feen the fcars arifing from it in the backs of many per-
fons, and a perfon now lives in the faie houfe with me who
carries them in his flefh.--~Notwithftanding all this they are
a very attentive and inquifitive people, and very kind and
friendly ; nor do I perceive any thing unfriendly in the con-
duct of the Mahometans.

I feel happy in being here, and begin to know a little of
the language. We have been here almoft a month, and have
hitherto lived with Europeans at a Portuguefe fettlement, and
the people are papifts ; but next week we go entirely to live
among the natives. At Nuddea the Brahmans{ and Pundits
are very defirous that we fhould come and preach the gofpel.
Nuddea is a very large town, containing about 3000 families,
800 of whom are Brahmans. Could we fucceed here, the pre-
judices of almoft all the people in India would ceafe, as it is
the place which greatly rules religion all. over the country.---
The work is Gop’s,---bis promife is on our fide, and in his
Sirength we go forth. _

I much want to hear from you. Have you got another
minifter § 7 A fpiritual holy man? Are you clofely pur-

, fuing

* This inhuman praftice at prefent prevails moft in the Mahratta
dominions, and in the countries of the ancient Rajahs, where inftances
of the kind are frequently to be met with. Their LAW fays, ¢ It is
¢ proper for a woman to burn herfelf with her hufband’s carpfe,” and
the Brahmans teach that thofe who burn themfelves with their hufbands,
fhall be exalted to the SUTTEE, or higheft fphere, where the Ged
Brawuma, and his particular favourites refide.

Some Hindoos, though.few, bury the dead ; and it is faid among thefe
that it is the duty of the widow to BURY HERSELF with the body of
her hutband. The religious ceremonies being performed, the defcends
into the grave with him, and taking the body in her arms, is with it
covered with the earth, My, Craufurd fays, In the countries in which I
have heen, I have heard of Two initances of this horrid ceremony.

t See Mr. THoMmas’s account in the former voluine of the Regifter,
P 364.

1 ‘The Brahmans are the ecclefiattics of the country, fucceflors to the
Bracumans, who were a branch of the ancient Gymnofophifts, or
philofophers of India.

§ It is with pleafure and thankfulnefs that the church at Leicefter
give an AFFIRMATIVE reply to this interrogation; the great Head gf

the
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fuing fpiritual things? And do you clofely and conftandy
keep to prayer meetings and church meetings? Are you
not only at peace, but do you live in LovE, and have you
fervent charity among yourfelves?—O that I may heat
good of you? Be very attentive to difcipline—the negle&t
of that has funk you low before ; now, pray my dear friends,
avoid the quagmire into which you have before fallen.
Endeavour to carry it friendly one to another, and to be
helpers of one another in the ways and work of God; and
if any be fallen, you that are {piritual reftore fuch an one
in the fpirit of meeknefs. Love your minifter, and confi-
der him as a man, How do my young friends do? How
_do they go on who were baptized the two laft times before
I left you? They and all of you are often upon my heart
before God. How do my dear o/d friends do? I take
pleafure in the remembrance of their love and friend-
thip. How many have been added*? Who convert-
ed? Who dead? What changes have taken place
among you? Who removed from you! Is there any
preaching at Thurmaflon, Syfton, Sileby+, &c.? Be very
particular in giving me an account of every thing. Nothing
trom Leicefer can be unimportant to me.” I thould rejoice
to fee any of you, but fear I muft wait till we meet in
the other world, and may God grant that it may be with
joy. My wife, fifter, the children, and Mr. Thomas unite
in fincere regards to you all, and I am with ardent affection,
Your brother in the gofpel,
WILLIAM CAREY.
P. S. Pray give my very refpeétful love to Mr. Robinfon §.

the Church having favoured them with a minifter foon after Mr. Carey
left them, whofe fervices have been rendered both pleafant and ufeful:
viz. Mr. B. CAVE, who, after a probation of feveral months, was pub-
licly fet apart to the paftoral office, Sept. 24, 1794.

* The church has been enlarged by two pleafing additions this year,
of twelve perfons at one time, and five at another.

+ Villages in the neighbourhood of LEICESTER, where brother
CAREY ufed often to preach the word of life; and where his fucceflor
fill carries the glad tidings of falvation by the blood of the Lamb.

T The worthy Vicar of $t. Mary’s, Leicefter, :

Manick-
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_ Manicktullo, Jan. 3d, 1794.

I EMBRACE this opportunity to write to you, though
few incidents have occurred, and my knowledge of the .
language is fo imperfe&, as to make it impoffible for me
to communicate any thing of importance to you. Our
paflage was long, but pleafant, and in it [ had opportunity
to fee and hear much of the depravity of the human heart.
Our captain was a very polite, well-bred Englithman;
and, to the honour of the Danes I may fay, that if they
bave no religion, they have much lefs irreligion than the
Englith. We landed at Calcutta on the 11th of Novem-
ber, and have been feeking for a proper place where to fix
our refidence, which is, I believe, now determined, or
nearly fo. Mr. Thomas engages in his profeffion at Cal-
cutta, which may turn out for the benefit of the miflion,*
as there cannot be, exclufive of the Europeans, fewer than
200,000 Pagan natives in it, to whom he may preach, as
many of them are very defirous to hear the gofpel. On
account of the expenfivenefs of living there, I am going to
Dekarta, which 1s about 32 miles to the eaftward. Thus,
with our forces neceflarly divided, we fhall make an at-
tack in two places at once upon the kingdom of Satan, and
God, the Captain of our Salvation, can make us more
than conquerors. The weapons of our warfare are not car-
nal, but mighty, through God, to the pulling down of
ftrong holds; and when the Lord of Hofts himfelf thall
fet up a kingdom that cannot be moved, it will be with
thefe fpiritual weapons. The fuperftition of the natives is
not fo great an obitacle to us as the cAsT ; to this they are
fo attached, that they would rather fuffer death than lofe
it. A great hindrance to the fetting up of gofpel churches,
will be that thofe of one Caft cannot ¢at or drink with
thofe of another: yet the whole of it appears to be a mere
cuftom, eftablifhed on long tradition, and not accounted by
them a religious diftinétion. However, it is juft the op-
pofite of what Paul told the Athenians, that God had made
of one blood all nations of men to dwell on the face of the

* In Mr. Thomas's firlt interview with the Original Society in Eng-
land, he told them, that when the miffionagies came to be fettled, he fup-
pofed they might turn their attention to fome employments, by which
they might in part fupport themfelves.-..EDITOR.

Nev. 1794. M earth.
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earth, There are now not four Cafts * among them, as
moft writess fay: they have only two, namely, the Brask-
man and Soeder, with their fubdivifions, which are very
numerous, and merely refpe€t employments; as gold-
{miths, braziers, wathermen, watermen, hufbandmen,
fithermen, &c. which are perpetuated in the fame fami-
lies from generation to generation. Two cafts, the Bice
and Ketra, they fay exifted prior to the Kaly Youg§, or
corrupt age, but have been loft ever fince that began, which
was about the time of the creation. Their wife men all
acknowledge but one God; and their temples of Seeb,

* Four cafls. The Hindoos were generally divided into four Cafts or
tribes. 1. The Brahman. 2. The Khatry or Chettri. 3. The Bythe,
Vyle, Vies or Banian, all expreflive of the fame caft. 4. The Soodera
or Suder. Of thefe four cafts the Brakmans are foremoft in every refpeét,
and, in point of precedency, claim a fuperiority to princes. All the
pricfts are chofen from among this order: fuch as are not admitted to the
tacerdotal funétion being employed as fecretaries and accountants. The
Kbatry or fecond caft, are thofe from whom the fovereigns are chofen,
and thefe are to defend and govern, The Vyfe or Banians, who confti-
tute the third caft, have the charge of mercantile affairs, and are to en-
rich by commerce and agriculture, The Sudera or fourth caft, the moft
numerous of all, comprehend the labourers and artifans: thefe are to ferve
and obey, and ace divided into as many claffes as the arts they follow.
But for certain offences they are fubjeét to the lofs of their caft, which,
as it has been often obferved, is reckoned the bigheft punifbment they can
Juffer . and hence is formed a kind of fifth calt, named Parian, on the
coaft of Caromandel, but in the Shanfcrit or {acred language Chandala :
‘Thefe are efieemed the dregs of the people. The Brahmans are allowed
to read their Vedas, or facred books; the Khatries, or caft next in dig-
nity, may bear them read ; while the Vyfe and Sudra cafts can only read
the Shaftras, or commentaries on the Vedas. But the poor Chandalas
are not permitted even to enter a temple, or to be prefent at axy religious
ceremony. neyclopaedia Britannica, EDITOR,

§ Calsyog. Yug, Yoog, and Joog, {feem to be but one and the fame word,
with a different orthography, and mean’ an age: thus Kreeto joog in-
tends the firft age of the world ; Trestaa Foog the fecond age ; Dawapor
Foog the third ; and Kalee Joog, or Caliyog, means according to their ex-
travagant calculations, the fourth or prefent age of the world, the iron-
age, which they cali the aie of contention and bafenefs. ¢ Now the
Hindoo aftronomers agree that the 1ft of January 1790 was in the year
4891 of the Caliyoga, or their fourth period + ;> and then it follows, that
their ¢¢ Kalee Yoag, or principal chronological @ra, began in the year
3102 before Chrift, according to the common method of computation I,
which runs up to the year of the world goz, when Adam was fill in
iife. EbITOR.

+ A Supplement to the Effay on Indian Chronology.

1 Cbronology of the Hindoos, by Wiliam Maifden, Efq. Philofopbical

ranfaltions, 1790- ]
Birflna,
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Birflina and Birmmba, with all the worfhip and offerings pre-
fented to numberlefs objets both animate and inanimate,
are made only becaufe they fuppofe God to be well pleafed
with that regard which they pay to thefe ufeful men or
things. They are much ftrengthened in their idolatry by
the 1idolatry of the Portuguefe and Armenian churches,
from whofe practice they bring arguments with which
they combat Chriftianity.

have not yet feen Parbotee or Mohun Chund, they
are about 200 miles from us, but Ram Bothoo is with us.
He is, I doubt not, a converted man; but, during the ab~
fence of Mr. Thomas, he was overcome by the perfecu~
tions that he f{uffered, and bowed down to idols. When
Mr. Thomas left India, Ram Bothoo went to vifit one of
the Rev. Mr. Brown’s * people at Calcutta, who told him
that if he would be baptized, and lofe Caft, he would give
him fome fupport; he anfwered, ¢ Do you fuppofe that I
will be baptized for the fake of money? truly no’ He
was then afked, ¢ Will you fay that all which you have
heard from Mr. Thomas is falfe, and that you don’t believe
any thing about it? if you will, you fhall have money.’
He replied, ¢ No, that I cannot fay, nor will I accept of
money on any fuch terms.’

It 1s the cuftom of the Hindoos for the eldeft member
of the family to be its head; and all the earnings of the
whole houfehold are thrown into one common ftock; fo
that if any want employment, they are fupported by the
community till they have work. Moonfhee having no
work went to an elder brother, who fupported him, till his
mafter (a profeflor of religion) forbad him to ftay there :
he was thusentirely negle&ted by all European profeffors,
and the jealoufies of the Hindoos ran fo high, that they
threw duft at him, and loaded him with all the oppro-
brium they could invent; in this ftate he fell ill of a fever,
and the affection to his diftreffed family, the thame and
perfecution he underwent, and the arguments ufed to per-
fuade him, prevailed. They reafoned thus: ¢ How do
you know that Chriftianity is true? you have only feen

* The Rev. Mr. Brown is a minifter of the church of England, who
preaches at Calcutta, and has the charge of the Orphan Sciool in which
the illegitimate children of the Europeans by the .native women are
brought up. EDITOR. *

T M 2. Matthew,
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Matthew, Mark and James; this it fecms is but a fmalf
part of the Bible;; how can you tell that the Englith isa
true tranilation ? you don’t underftand the originals. Be-
fides; great numbers of Chriftians are of a very different
opinion, and worthip images as well as we,”” meaning the
Catholics and Armenians, of whom there are many thouf-
ands here; ¢“and how can you fay that worfhipping
images after their cuftom is not warranted by fome other
part of the Bible which you have not feen :” thus they
pleaded, and he being left alone ¢ tranfgrefled,” as he fays,
¢« for a morfel of bread.” Though I entertain an Agk
epinion of him, and thinkhim a very mntelligent, as well as good
man ¥, yet you may eafily {ee that this will for a time pre-
vent our forming a church; we fhall have many things to
grapple with ; but I have no reafon to complain, God is
very kind, and his tender mercies are over all his works.
You will, no doubt, remember me in your prayers; I
would write to Mr. Booth, and Mr. Timothy Thomas,
but have not time now, I fear; tell them that I have not

forgot them.
Manicktulle, Fan. 3—=3, 1794.

SINCE our landing, we have been in fo unfetted a
flate, and {fo much employed in feeking out a proper place
for our refidence, that | have not been able to make thofe
obfervations on the country or people, which are neceffary
to inform or entertain a correfpondent.

The people are very loquacious, and very deceitful, but
not malicious:---they are very numerous; I do not think
I over-rate them, when I fay, that the inhabitants of Hin-
dsflan amount to nearly one hundred millions. Superfti-
tion is here triumphant in every place; but both Moors
and Hindoos are very induftrious, and in many branches
of manufature, excellent workmen. The cultuvated part
of the country bears a great refemblance to fome of our

# Mr. Carey’s high opinion of Ram Ram Bofhoo is evident from the
two following extraéts, ¢ Ram Bofboo ftill keeps clofe to us; I have had
much converfation with him, and find him a very fenfible well-informed
man; and am often much pleafed with his difcourfe ; I have yet great hopes
of him ;---he is certainly a man from whom much good may be expe&e(f »

¢¢ Notwithftanding poor Moonfbee’s fall T entertain a very high cpinion
of him as a converted perfon : He is a man after my heart, he is a faith-
ful counfellor and a difcerning man, and very inquifitive, fenfible and
intelligent, If he wants any thing it is zeal,” .

Englith
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Englifh counties. ~ The people are univerfally very atten-
tive to the gofpel, and hear with that ferioufnefs which
you will feldom fee in an Englith auditory. We have had
many opportunities of difcourfing with them, and I have
never yet {feen them depart, without giving evidence of very
confiderable impreflions being made upon their minds.
They have appeared to be convinced of the many contra-
dictions which abound in their own religious writings;
they have conftantly defired us to vifit them again; and
when we told them that we came from England on pur-
pofe to inftruct them, they have given every demonftra-
tion of joy.

A few days ago, I met with a very {enfible Brahman,
who fpoke very good Englifh, and entered into converfa-
tion with him: he defended his Shafters for fome time; at
laft faidI, ¢ Can you think that can come from Gop, who
¢ is all truth, which fays, « If any perfon kill himfelf, he
thall never be forgiven:” and yet, ¢ if a woman kill
herfelf by burning with her hufband, fhe fhall certainly
obtain Heaven by it?” He was confounded ; and after
1 had told him of the way of falvation by Jefus Chrift, and
prefled him to embrace it, he enquired my name, and told
me that he would come to fee me; at the fame time pref-
fing me to comie and vifit him again. Indeed thefe are
¢« a people prepared for the Lord.”

Motft of the Brahmans fay, that they do not yet know
the way of life, but that they attend their own religious
ceremonies in order that they may find it, and when they
have found it, they will leave off thofe praftices. When
we inform them of the way of falvation (as revealed in
the gofpel) and tell them of the death of Chrift for finners,
they are furprifed with the FITNEss of the divine remedy.

But there are difficulties in-our way, Their attachment
to their casT, and the great inconveniencies which they
muft fuffer if they fhould lofe it, are more formidable ob-
ftacles to us than you can fuppofe*. Yet this is our en-

couragement,

# And fo far do they renounce intercourfe with thofe who have once
forfeited their Caft, that ¢ were a Hindoo of any other Caft to touch a
cHANDALA (or outcaft) even by accident, he muft wath himfelf and
change his raiment. He would refrain from the produétions of the
earth, if he knew that they had been cultivated by a Chandala. A Chan-
#ala cannot enter a temple, or be prefent at any religious ceremony. ;Ie

M 3 A%
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couragement, the posver of God is fufficient to accomplith
every thing which he has promifed, and his promifes are
exceedingly great and precious refpeéting the converfion
of the Heathen.

The Moors, who are Makometans, are more rigid and
fierce than the Hindoos; but a congregation of an hundred
or more may be colleted almoft any where, who will hear
one part of the Koran compared and fet at variance with
another, without the refentment which might be expected
in fuch a cafe. They all believe the imputation of Adam’s
guilt to his pofterity, and maintain that every man is what
God makes him to be.

‘The Hindoos acknowledge but one Supreme Being ;
but they make offerings to a variety of imaginary fubordi-
nate beings, or rather to creatures; as the images of good
men, animals, plants, &c. With thefe offerings they be-
lieve that God is highly pleafed. But the minutiz of their
worthip are fo various, that fcarcely any even of themfelves
can give a tolerable account of them.

To the honour of the government I may obferve, that
the black people here are as free as the natives of England,
and the courts of law feem to favour them full as much as
the Europeans.

Their national charaer is that of avarice; to this we
may add a ftrong propenfity to lying. The firft of thefe
feems to be the effe& of the oppreflive dealing which they
have experienced urlder former governors. But the whole
police has aflumed a very different afpet under the go-
vernment of Lord Cornwallis, and efpecially in favor of
the matives.

Dekarta, Feb. 15, 1794.

I have taken a few acres of land at Hafhrabad, near
this place, which is about forty miles eaft of Calcutta upon
the river Jubana. An Englifh gentleman, to whom we
were all entirely unknown, has generoufly invited us all te
ftay in his houfe till we have erected one of our own :
this I am now engaged in ; the walls will be made of
matts faftened to wooden pofts; and the roof formed of

has no rank in fociety, and cannot ferve in any public emplayment.
Hence the punifhment of expulfion, which is {uppofed in its confequences’
to extend even to ANOTHER LIFE, becomes MORE TERRIBLE THAN
THAT OF DEATH.” .

Craufurd s Sketches of the Hindoos, voli 1. p. 124. Note,

bamboos,
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bamboos and thatched. The neighbouring inhabitants yield
me a little affiftance in the work, and four or five hundred
families intend to come and refide in our neighbourhood ;
this is occafioned by Moonfhee’s reprefenting me to them
in a favourable light. Although the country is-an excel-
lent foil, it has been lately almoft deferted on account of
the tigers, and other beafts of prey, which infeft the place,
but thofe are all afraid of a gun, and will foon be expelled;
the people, therefore, are not afraid when a European is
nigh. We fhall have all the neceffaries of life, except
bread, for which rice muft be a fubftitute: wild hogs, deer,
and fowls, are to be procured by the gun, and muft fupply
us with a confiderable part of our food. I find an incon-
venience, in having fo much of my time neceflarily taken
up in procuring provifions, and cultivating my little farm;
but when my houfe is built I {hall have more leifure than
at prefent, and have daily opportunities of converfin
with the natives, and purfuing the work of the mi&
fion----here is certainly a large field for ufefulnefs----
much larger than you can conceive, both among the
Hindoos and Muffulmans, They are very numerous, very
inquifitive, and very attentive to the gofpel. When I can
{o far know the language as to preach in it, I have ne
doubt of having a ftated congregation, and I much hope
to fend you pleafing accounts. I can fo far converfe in
the language as to be underflood in moft things belonging
to eating and drinking, buying and felling, &c. My ear
is fomewhat familiarized to the Bengalee founds: it is a
language of a very fingular conftrution, having no plural
except to pronouns, and not a fingle prepofition in it: but
the cafes of nouns and pronouns are almoft endlefs, all the
words anfwering to our prepofitions being put after the
word, and forming a new cafe ; except thefe fingularities,
I find it an eafy language. I feel myfelf happy in my pre-
fent undertaking, for though I never felt the lofs of focial
religion, fo much as now, yet a confcioufnefs of having
given up all for God is a {upport, and the work, with all
its attendant inconveniences, is to me a rick reward. I
think the fociety would do well to kecp their eye towards
Africa or Afia, countries which are not like the wilds of
America, where long labour will fcarcely colle&t fixty
people to hear the word ; for Zere it is almoft impofiible to
get out of the way of hundreds, and preachers are wanted
M 4 a thoufand
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a thoufand times more than people to preach to. Within
India are the Mahratta country and the northern parts to
Cathmire, in which, as far as I can learn, there is not one
foul that thinks of God a-right. I hope you will fend me
an account of every thing important in the Churches,
efpecially Leicefler.  You muft not expe&t my journal till
next year; I regularly keep one, which I intend then to
tranfmit.

Feb. 23. Though I am furrounded by mercies, yet
for this fortnight paft my life has been ren!ercd ufelefs as
to fpiritual things, being for the prefent wholly occupied
in temporal concerns, and the Sabbaths now are quite
difconfolate. In one of thefe Sabbaths I am fecking com-
munion with you, and I feel that a diftance of ten or fif-
teen thoufand miles, cannot prevent the communion of
faints. Though deprived of a perfonal intercourfe with my
European friends, I have at leaft one religious friend, and
that is Ram Ram Bothoo, he has indeed much timidity,
but is a man of very good underftanding, and well inform-
ed; he is alfo a perfon of firi& probity. The part where
I am building my houfe is within a quarter of a mile of the
impenetrable foreits called Sunderbunds ; and though quite
deferted before, through fear of the tygers, the people are
now returning, encouraged by my example,and we fhall foon
have three or four thoufand in our vicinity. Thefe people
and all others in the neighbourhood are much pleafed with
my coming, and two or three days ago a deputation of five
or {ix Brahmans, with a prefent in their hands, came to
thank me, or rather to fay that they were glad I was coming
to live among them, for they have no {uch word as thant
you, nor any expreflion of thankfulnefs, in all their lan-
guage. With refpet to perfonal fafety, I am juft the
fame here as in England ; my health wasnever better, the
climate, though hot, is tolerable ; but, attended as I am
with difficulties, I would not renounce my undertaking for
all the world. Tlong to know how all the minifters do ; how
the Miffion-Society goes on, whether the churches flourith
or not, and in fhort every thing that occurs. Salute all
the Brethren in my name, and let every Minifter and every
Chriftian with whom you have the {malleft connexion.
know that this conveys my chriftian affe&tion to th&m.

w. C.

Bengal
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Bengal Bay, October 26, 1793.
~ When we laft wrote we were waiting at Dover for the
arrival of the Kron Princeffa Maria. On Thurfday
morning, June 13, we put to fea, in expectation of writ~
ing by the Triton frigate, which convoyed us out of the
track of privateers, who might otherwife have detained us;
but when fhe took leave it blew fo freth, that we could
not hoift outa boat, fo that a large packet of letters which
were written by each of us were not fent.  For my part I
expected a very uncomfortable and lonely paflage ; having
to mefs with the fervants we agreed for two cabins only,
and two perfons to mefs at the Captain’s table; but HE
that gave Jofeph favour in the fight of Pharaoh, had gra-
cioufly provided for us and our little ones, far beyond all
expectation. We found the Captain a very well-bred
Englithman ; he would not fuffer me to abfent myfelf from
his table, and received and entertained us all, as though
we had been people of confequence, fo that he has often
thewed us kindneffes, which we could no other way ac-
count for than by the hand of God upon us for good.
Never did men fce their native land with more joy than
we left it, and this alfo is not of nature, but from above.
Brother Carey, while very fea fick, and leaning over the
fide of the fhip to relieve his ftomach from that very op~
prefive complaint, faid, ¢ his mind was filled with confo-
lation in contemplating the wonderful goodnefs of God.”
We expect to finith our voyage this week, and in hopes of
a {peedy opportunity to fend to Europe, I have begun
writing in time ; we have never put in at any place as we
intended, for at the Cape the wind was fo fair to go on,
that we propofed to put in at the Mauritius; butas foon as
we came near that ifland the wind proved contrary, and
we pafled on to Bengal Bay. We have been three months
without having feen a fingle thip, which we think rather
extraordinary. Poor Mrs. Carey has had many fears and-
troubles, fo that the was like Lot’s wife till fthe got paft
the Cape ; but ever fince, it feems fo far to look back to
Piddington, that f{he turns her hopes and withes to a fafe
arrival in Bengal; the has had good health all the paflage,
and the little babe is grown a ftout fellow; all the children
are remarkable healthy, which we cannot but feel as a
great kiudnefls towards us.  Mrs, Carey’s fifter alfo ﬂlare‘si
g00



170 MR. THOMAS’S LETTERS

good health, and all bear the heat much better than T ex-
pected. Mr. Carey was at one time ill with a complaint
which he was {fubje to at home, but the Lord had mercy
onhjm and on me; he is now as well I fuppofe as ever he
was in his life, and has been for fome months. We have
preached twice on each Lord’s Day, and have a tolerable
choir of fingers. Some perfons on board who came to hear
us at firft have entirely left us, and others have heard us
conftantly : but to our great forrow we don’t fee the blef
fing of God on our labours. Some profane cultoms on the
Sabbath Day, and in common converfation, have been left
off indeed, but the one thing needful is utterly lacking in
them, and now we remember the words which our Lord
fpoke to Ezekiel, chap. iil. 6. ¢ Surely had I fent thee to a
_people of ftrange fpeech, and of an hard language, whofe
words thou canft not underftand, furely had I fent thee to
them they would have hearkened to thee, but the houfe of
Ifrael will not hearken.” We have neverthelefs reafon to
be thankful for fome {weet and precious feafons of grace
on board, which we have relithed among ourfelves, both
on Sabbath Days, and in family worthip, which we enjoy
regularly twice a-day. We have finithed a tranflation of the
book of Genefison the paffage¥*, and Brother Carey helped
me out in paflages which I could not {fo well have under-
ftood without him---fo let the goldfmith help the carpenter
and the carpenter the goldfmith, till the work of God be
done. We have enjoyed foine remarkable favours of
Providence on our paflage, befides thofe already mentioned;
among others, about fix or eight weeks ago we began to
fear a want of water, and to talk of an allowance, which we
have never been limited by yet---well, the next day the Lord
fent down abundance of rain in two different fhowers, and
we filled many catks. When we think on thefe things that
are paft, we truft Zim afrefh for all that’s to come. At

* Mr. Thomas has tranflated Matthew, Mark and James before.

Sir William Jones, in his Differtation on the Gods of Greece, Italy,
and India, fays, ¢ The only human mode, perhaps, of caufing fo great
a revolution,” as the converfion of the Muffelmans and the Hindoos,
<¢ will be to tranflate into Shanferit and Perfian, fuch chapters of the pro-
phets, particularly Isalan, as are indifputably Evangelical, together
with one of the Gofpels; and a plain prefatory difcourfe, containing full
evidence of the very diftant ages, in which the predictions themfelves, and
the hiftory of the divine perion prediGted, were feverally made public;
and then quictly to difperfe the work among the well-educated na;:ives.”

DITOR.

prefeat



TO THE SOCIETY, &c. 171

prefent I rejoice, and know very little of {forrow: I rejoice
becaufe God is with us, the throne of Grace is open, and
the precious word of God is unfealed to us. I rejoice
to be fo near a flock of black fheep, and I long to run
and roll away the ftone from the well’s mouth, that they.
may drink : I rejoice to be fo near my family and fo near
Jand; but we have had our patience tried of late, eight or nine
days, with a baffling current that fets us back fafter than we
can get forward, but thefe two laft days we gain on it.
_‘%‘aanuary 8, 1704.
We thought to write to you long before this; but our hearts
have been burthened with cares and forrows. It was very
affecting to hear of Ram Bofhoo’s great perfecution and fa]{,
deferted by Englifhmen, and perfecuted by his own country-
men, he was nigh unto death : the natives gathered in bodies,
and threw duft in the air, as he paffed along the ftreets in
Calcutta: at laft one of his relatives offered him an afylum,
on condition of his bowing down to their idols*. The practice
of

* I know not which moft to admire, the frankne{s of the miffionaries,
or the candour of the fociety, who have favoured us with the account of
Ram Bothoo at Jarge.  Surely none but minds under a fatanic influence
can be pleafed at the pain occafioned by his talling down again to-idols.
But difappointments of this kind muft be expefted. The wifdom of the
fociety has, no doubt, prepared them for fuch events, and they will efti-
mate the labours of their miffionaries by the fincerity of their endeavours,
and net by the fplendour of their fuccefs. Neverthele[s, it muit be gra-
tifying to this refpetable body, te find their profpects (o flattering as
they really are: for even the cafe of Bothoo itfelf is a hopeful one in the
opinion of Mr. Thomas and Myr. Carey, who believe him to be a good
man, and they mu/? be the moft competent judges of his charatter. But
left any well-wither of the inftitution fhould be tempted to conftrue this
cafe into a difeonragement, I would affeéticnately requeft him to read
the fellowing extra&, made from many pages of a volume juft publifhed.

In the year 1739 the Rev. Chriftian Henry Ruach, a minifter of the
Unitas Fratrum, connefted with Count Zinzendorf, was fent from Ma-
rienborn in Germany, to feek an epportunity of preaching the Gofpej
to the poor favages in North America. The firft he met with were
Mahikander Indians, who were acquainted with the Dutch language
imperfeétly, but well enough to underftand him. .Ferocious they were
in appearance and manners. He began to converfe with two of them
called T{choop and Shabafch, and, without ceremony, enquired whether
they withed to be taught the way of falvation. Tichoop anfwered in the
affirmative, adding that he frequently felt difpofed to know better things
than he did, but ke kriew niot how or wherve to find them ; therefore, if
any one would come and inftru&t him and his acquaintance, he fhould be
thankful, Shabafch alfo gave his affent. My, Ruach, therefore, :F:foll:f

imfe
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of the Roman Catholicks ftrengthened this temptation, and
he was prevailed on : he is now with Mr. Carey, from whom
you will have a more circumftantial account ; he thinks well
of him, and 1 hope he at heart is convinced of his errors. 1
am purfuing my Shanfcrit ftudies, and keep a Pundit. Bro-
ther Carey pays Moonfhee twenty rupees per month, which
takes about half his income. He has told you fome of our
vifits and converfations with the natives: he admires them
for their fimplicity and manners among themfelves, and their
harmlefs behaviour to others, and moft of all, for the great
attention they pay to the Gofpel: but our beft times are to
come we hope.---I fhould be very happy to fee a Bengal
Bible in any degree of forwardnefs before I die, and have been
talking with a printer to day, in whofe hands are the Bengal
types which are ufed here, on the expence of fuch a work: I
thall probably be more particular on this fubje€t in my next
letter : 1 fhall go on tranflating and learning Shanferit.  Bro-
ther Carey comes on very faft in the Bengalee,. We love
one another. Adieu, J. T,

Guilf~

himfe}f to Shekomeko, an Indian town where they lived, was received with
much kindnefs, and immediately addreflcd them on the aim of his vifi,
At firit he was heard with great attention, and to appearance, not without
impreffion ; but afterwards they laughed him to fcorn, nor would they
liten to one word of the Gofpel of Jetus Chrift, but mocked whenever
his name was mentioned. This occalioned Mr. Ruach to ftruggle with
great diftrefs and famine ; nor would any one receive him into his houle.
But he foon difcovered that the word of the Crofs was the power of God
to falvation. Tichoop, the greateft drunkard among them, was the firft
whofc heart was powerfully awakened through the grace of Jefus Chrift,
And foon after the work of the Holy Spirit became remarkably evident
in the heart of Shabalch. Their eyes overflowed with tears whenever
the {ufferings and death of our Redeemer were defcribed to them. They
often lamented their former worthip of idols, and their ignorance of God

our Saviour, who had Joved them fo much, that he died to fave them.
About a year after, fome white people, conceiving their interefts would
be injured, if the Indians were copverted to Chrifiianity, began to ftir up
the Heathen againtt Mr. Ruach, reprefenting him as a man feeking only
to deceive and miflead them. By this they were {o much iritated, that
at laft they threatened his life unlefs he left the place; and even Tfchoop
and Shabafch were filled with miftruft, and became difaffeted to him---
yea, ftrange to relate, Tichoop, whom he cordially loved, was fo much
enraged, that he fought an opportunity to fhoot him; and Shabafch
avoided him every where. Notwithftanding all this, he followed thefe
two perfons with patience and Jove, praying for them, and fowing the
word of God in tears, He was prudent jn all his tteps, and coptinuing
' 5]
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- Guilfborough, Auguft 4, 1794
It has been this day refolved by the Coramittee
I. That the fame falary of 150/ allowed to our Brethren
Thomas and Carey for the firft year, be continued the fecond
year, beginning November 7, 1793, and to be equally divided
between them.
II. That as it will be neceffary for fome time that they
thould have the affiftance of {ome of the natives, in order to
enable them to learn the Shanferit and Bengal languages, the

to at, from a good confcience, with firmnefs, the Indians began to admire
his perfeverance, meeknefs and courage ; and, in a fhort time, their con~
fidence was reftored, and their friendfhip eftablifhed. Several were pow-
erfully affected by his preaching ; and Tfchoop was the firlt who wiped
away the tears from his eyes, by expreffing an anxious concern to expe-
rience the power of the blood of Jefus in his heart; and having become
obedient to the Gofpel, in a fhort time a little company was gathered
of fuch as were convinced of their miferable ftate by nature, and defired
to be delivered from it. Shabafch was afterwards baptized, called Abra-
ham, and proved to be an eminently good man: Tfchoop followed, and
he was now called John, and became an Indian teacher and interpreter.
And, though be bad formerly deferted bis chriftian poft, his gifts were fan&i-
fied by the grace of God, and employed in fuch a manner, as to be the
means of a blefling both to Europeans and Indians. Few of his country-
men could vie with him in point of Indian oratory; he was alfo much
refpected as a Chief among his nation, But four years of attivity
in the fervice of God terminated his labours.  During his illnefs the
believing Indians often itood weeping round his bed, while he {pake with
energy of the truth of the Gofpel. And he approved himfelf to his Jaft
breath a minifter of God; and his departure, gentle and placid, was that
of a faithful fervant entering into the joy of his Lord. Thefe Mahikan-
ders appear to be two out of the three perfons, who were the VERY
5IRST FruiTs of the Moravian Miffions.

The cafe of a chief of Meniolagomekah, generally called Georgs Rex,
was fimilar to the above. He was a young man of rank, of a very found
underftanding ; and after his converifion, was named Auguftus in baptifm,
became ftrong in taith, and an ufeful affiftant in the Indian congregation
at Bethlehem. But his brother-in-law Tadeufkund feduced him from
the fimplicity which is in Chrift Jefus, by reprefenting to him, that in
Wajomick he would be a man of much grearer refpectability, than in
Bethlehem---and he now even endeavoured to deftroy the comfort of the
Indian congregation---but after this the Lord gave him repentance, he
was readmitted to fellowfhip, and departed this life happily.

I have made thefe extralts from The Hiflory of the Miffion of the United Bre-
thren among the Indians in North America, in three parts, by George Henry
Laykiel, tranflated from the German by the Rev. CHRISTIAN IGNATIUS
LA TROBE, 1794---a work which cannot fail of being interefting to the
great numbers who pray for the fpread of the Gofpel among the unillu-
minated millions in the heathen countries ; on which account I prefume
to recommend it to their notice and regard. Em'r{oa.

um
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fum of 20/, per annum be allowed to each towards the dif-
charge of thefe extra expences.

I1I. That in confideration of Brother Carey’s family being
the moft numerous and expenfive, the fum of 20/. be added to
his income.

IV. That a Polyglot Bible and a Malay Teftament be fent
to our Brethren to be added to the fociety’s library in Bengal.

V. That a brief account of the origin and proceedings of
the fociety be printed, together with fuch extraéls from the
correfpondence of the miflionaries as may appear likely to
convey to the public a true ftate of the miffion, and tend to
promote the interefts of the fociety.

THE CommITTEE TO BRETHREN TroMAS AND CAREY,
Guilfboroughy, Auguff 4, 1794,
Very dear Brethren!

YOUR welcome letters were received on the 2gth ult.
Brother Fuller immediately called a committee which has this
day met together at Guilfborough. Our fpirits were refrethed
by the intelligence.  After reading your letters to the fociety,
to the Church at Leicefter, and to %rethren Pearce and Ryland,
we fang with facred joy the 428th hymn of Rippon’s Appendix.
¢« Q’er the gloomy hills of darknefs,” &c.---and returned
folemn thanks to the everlafting God, whofe mercy endureth
for ever; for having preferved you from the perils of the fea,
and hitherto made your way profperous. In reading the fhort
account of your labours, we feel fomething of that fpirit fpoken
of in the Prophets, Thine beart fhall fear and be enlarged!
We cordially thank you for your affiduity in learning the
languages, in tranflating, and in every labour of love in which
you have engaged. Under God, we cheerfully confide in
your wifdom, fidelity, and prudence, with relation to the d?at
of your labours, and the means to carry them into effect. If there
Dbe one place however which ftrikes us, as of more importance
than the reft, it is Nuddea. But you muft follow where the
Lord opens a door for you.

It rejoices us greatly to hear of the good underftanding
between you ; and of the high opinion and efteem which each
entertains for the other :--~This fpirit we hope will be pre-
ferved and cultivated. Should any little difference ever arife,
we hope you will each facrifice much, rather than injure the
common caufe.

Brethren, fhould cither of you be tempted to any thing that
.would caufe the work to ceafe (for you are yet in the body)

confider
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confider the anfwer of Nehemiah, I am doing a great work
and cannot come down to you ! It afforded pain amidft our plea-
fure to hear of poor R. R. Bothoo’s fall ; but do not give him
up. His meeting you, and cleavingto you, does not indicate
an apoftate heart : It was more like the fpirit of a Peter than
of a Judas. Your bufinefs is, To bind up that which is
broken, and, To bring again that which was driven away :
Such was the condult of the chief {hepherd of the fheep, and
fuch we are perfuaded will be yours. v

We depend, brethren, upon your freedom, to make known
your wants; as much as upon your ceconomical application
of what is communicated : do not be referved ; if you cannot
tell your own wants tell of each others.

Remember us affetionately to your families, to R. R. Bo-
thoo, Parbotee, Mohun Chund, and all who love our Lord
Jefus Chrift in fincerity. Dearly beloved brethren, farewell ;
be of good courage ; we alfo will be with you by our prayers
and exertions, and GOD, your own GOD, will blefs you!
Farewell; grace be with you ; let us often hear from you, and
O that we may hear good tidings of great joy. Once more
farewell ! (Signed this 4th day of Auguft, 1794.)

ANDR%W FULLER, &c. &ec.

Tue REv. Mr. FaAwceETT’s METRICAL IMITATION OF
Ram Bosnoo’s HYmN 1N p. 370 oF THE REGISTER.
112th Meafure. Carey’s Tune.

1. JESUS defcended from above,
To fave our fouls from guilt and thame;
O may we then admire his love,
And render praifes to his name.
Chorus. Jefus alone whom we adore,
"The ruin’d finner can reftore:

2. He came to bear our fins and die,
That he might fave our wretched race:
Yet he’s the fon of God moft high,
Adorn’d with purity and grace.
Chorus, Jefus, &c.

3. Angelic hofts the tidings bring,
And hail the long expected morn,
« Go, thepherds, vifit Chrift your King,
The promis’d Saviour now is born.”
Charus. Jefus, &c.

4. Sinners
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4- Sinners he ranfoms by his blood;
He that believes the tidings lives;
Sinners he reconciles to God:
Pardon and peace he freely gives.
Chorus. Jefus, &c.

5. By humble faith to him apply;
His words are kind and ever true;
« Ye thirfty fouls, to me draw nigh,
Water of life, I give to you.”
Chorus. Jefus, &c.

6. O may we ftill adore his name,
‘We who have known his faving pow’r ;
Afcribe falvation to the lamb,
And love and praife him evermore.
Chorus, Jefus, &c.

A LIST OF THE PARTICULAR BAPTIST MONTHLY MEETINGS,

IN LONDON AND SOUTHWARK,

)

IN THE YEAR 1794.
Place. Time. 70 begin. | To preach. To pray.

Mr. Tim. Thomas’s{Jan.  23|Burnfide [Rippon Williams
Mr.- Button’s Feb.  20]Rippon Swain Dore

Mr. Dore’s March zo{Swain Williams Booth

Dr. Rippon’s April 24| Williams Stennett Swain

Mr. Booth’s May  22|Stennett Dore Rippon

Mr. Burnfide's June  19/Dore Martin Tho. Thomas
Mr. Swain’s July  24IMartin Tho. Thomas! Tim. Thomas
{Mr. Williamss Auguft 21/ Tho. Thomas [Button Stennett

Dr. Stennett’s Sep.  25{Button Tim. Thomas|Burnfide

Mr. Martin’s Oc¢t.  23{Tim. Thomas|Booth Button

Mr. Tho. Thomas’s|Nov. 20|Booth Burnfide Martin

The Minifter of each Place concludes the Meeting.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FOUR COUNTRY CASES
WHICH WERE PATRONISED IN LONDON,

1794+
Place. Prefented. ! Recommended. | Wanted. - | Collefted.
{Hertford iNov. 6, 1789} Mar. 7, 1794 80 o o 8 o o
Bramley Feb. 5, 1790 | June 6, 1794) 126 o o
Uckfield O&. 1, 1790] Aug. 1, 1794 6o 7 o 6o 7 o
Cofeley |o&. 1, 1790 | O&. 3, 1794] 206 2z 38 82 18 6




MINUTES
OF THE THREE

PARTICULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS,

In the PrivcipariTy of leLES,

Iu the year 1794.

'll ‘HIS year each Convention wrote their own Letter, the
preambles of which are nearly the fame as laft year. The
Aflociations were held in their due order thus,

I. THE SOUTH EAST ASSOCIATiON,‘
At Olchon *, Herefordfhire +, on the 4th and gth of June.

Met Wednefiday morning about ten :  The folernity was intro-
duced by reading the 1coth Pfalm.  Brother W. Jones, of Builth;
prayed in Weljp; and Brother Thomas Evans, of Caerleon, in
Englifb 5 then Brother Timothy Thomas, of Aberduar, .preached
in Welf, from la. iv. 5. and Brother J. Thomas, of Leominfter
in Englifs, from 2z Tim. i. 6. former part of the verfe; ana
Brother Morgan Evans concluded in prayer. , .

Met again about two: Brother ]. Evans, of Delau, prayed;
then Brother James Williams, of Rofs, preached in Exglif 1,
from Ifa. lv. 3. middle part; and Brother Miles Bdwards, of
Trofnant, in Wel/b, from Col. 1. 12. Brother David Fowell, of

ottage, concluded the work of theday in prayer. Fhe.e was
finging feveral times at proper intervals.

Met Thur/day morning about nine : Brother William Price, of
Merthyr-tydfil, prayed; then the letters from the 2z churches
were read, all of whom; but three, had been favoured with fome
addition. Blaenau and Hengoed noted, that they were be-
reaved of their aged minifters, Meflts. Evan Harry and Watkin
Edwards ; both worthy men, gone to reft from all their labours.

Agreed, To receive into the connexion the two churches in
Merthyr-tydfil: To grant Dolau church leave to apply for affift-

* Qlchon is the fenior church of Diffenters and Baptifts in the Prin-
cipality, yet it does not appear that any Affociation was ever Leld there
before this year ; the fitnation ofthe place, it was fappofed, wonld render it
inconvenient ; but it has been heid in three othiet places belonging to this
church. However, upon confultation laft year, Olchon feemed to be the
only place that would be fuitable for -the meeting, and it was kept thers
very comfurtably. The neighbouring inhabitatits were highly pleafed,
and réady to entertain more ftrangers, if there had been more,; though
the numbcrs prefent were very confiderable.

1 Herefordfhire is an Englith county, but Olchon was always inha-
bited by Ancient Britons, and the church, was in the Welth connexion
from its very firtt formation. )

.+ Mahy Englifh people attended the affociation, this was the reafon
thit fo much of the fervice was in their language. :

ArriL 1793, N ance
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ance towards defraying the expences of building their meeting-
houfe at Nantgwyn: That none but miniiters and meflengers
fhall be prefent while affairs pertaining to the churches are con-
fulted : To advife the churches not to receive into their com-
munion any members from other churches, without a letter, or
a permiffion from the church to which they belong: To keep
a meeting of humiliation and thank{giving on 'account of the
churches and the ftate, ih 2 month after the aflociation.

To have the next Convention at Croes-y-park *, on the firft
Wedne{day and Thur{day in June. The Brethren James Lewis,
John Reynolds, and John Jones, to preach.

TIMOTHY THOMAS, Moderator.

Baptized - - - 149 | Dead - - 36
Reftored - - - 17 Excluded - 37
Received by letter 8 | Dimifled - 1
174 74

Increafe- - - 100

The circular Letter to this body refers to the epiftle laft year
on the divine Infpiration of Scripture 5 fhews the neceflity of be-
lieving it, in order to proper ftability in religion: the privilege
of being grounded in the truth, and the mifery and danger of
the contrary: That Jerufalemis foon to be fearched with candles,
and every one to be tried : The importance of being deeply fen-
fible of our fallen ftate, the atonement by Chriff, and a holy
life; and remarks, that fome minifters in particular are much
Eri&ved to {ee fo little brotherly love, and confequently, fo much
- difaffeétion and backbiting among profeflors.

"lI. THE SOUTH-WEST ASSOCIATION,

At the New Houfe, near the Town of Llanelli, Carmarthenfhire,
on'the 11th and 12th of June,

Met Tuefday afternoon : After Brother John Evans had prayed,
Brother John Jones, of Ramoth, preached from Lev. xiv. 14, and
Brother James Lewis, of Llanwenarth, from Heb. iv. 15. and

-soncluded in prayer.

Met Wednsfday morning : The Brethren G. Reesand D. Lewis
prayed; Brother J. Richards read Pfalm ciii. then Brother David
Evans, of Maes-y-berlian, preached from 1 Johniii. 1. Brother
Benjamin Davis, in Engli/s, from Ifa. xlv. 24. and Brother
Chriftmas Evans from'Col. i. 22. and concluded by prayer.

After a fhort time met again: The Brethren T. Moriis and
Hugh Evans prayed ; Brother W. Williams preached from Pfalm
¢xix. 6. and Brother Timothy Thomas from Prov. xvii. 17.and
concluded the work of the day by prayer. They farig at conve~
nient feafons through the worfhip of the two days: ’

* This place gaes by feveral Barmes, a5 $t. Nicholas, Peterton, &&.
" Met
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. : 1
. Met Thur/day morning about eight: Brother David Evans, of
Cilfowyr, prayed; then the letters from the 21 churches were
tead, which gave information, that they are in peace, with an
addition to every fociety but one. Some churches are grown fo
humerous, that on ordinance days there is not room enough for
the members to fit down, therefore part of them are obliged to
fit without ¥, and there receive the ordinance. In fome places
the people have come to be baptized by {cores ; many more arée
impatient to thow that thiey efteem the reproach of Chrift better
than great treafures. Gifts increafe in feveral churches. Many
lament that our fins as a nation, and our unfruitfulnefs as pro-
fefors, are like to bring vengeance upon us. Several of the
churches are without fettied miniflers, which is an increafe to
their trouble. In fome churches there are {everal labourers, but
work plenty for all. ¢ O brethren! pray for us, and we will
pray for you, that God may carry on his work invincibi¥, mak-
ing the little one a thoufand, and af{mall one a ftreng nation.”
Agreed, To continge in our connexion the churches of Priory-
ftrect, Carmarthen; and Ffynnen-Henry, as they feparated
with affeCtion. And {6 likewife the church of Pant-tég, which
divided in mutoal love, and now confifts of Pant-tég, Pen-y-
bont, and Tre-fach: That, in general, as an Affociation, we
judge it right for churcbes confifting of feveral branches to di-
vide into {eparate {ocieties, or churehes; as far as it may be
convenient, in order to be nearer the pattern of the New Tefta-
ment ; and we wifh to encourage them to do fo in love: To
permit the church at Aberyftwyth to apply to the churches for
aflifiance towards defraying the expences which have attended
the building their Meeting-houfe : To divide the quarterly meet-
ing into three, that it may come f{ooner to eacx church: To
encourage the churches to keep a meeting of humiliation and
prayer on various accounts, Wednefday month after the affocia-
tion: To hold the next Convention 2t Aberduar, on the fecond
Wednefday and Thurfday in June, and the Brethren George
Rees, Henry David; and John Hier, to preach. The whole
folemnity was clofed in prayer by Brother George Reés.

Signed by the Moderator, .
DAVID EVANS.

~ The nmiinifters and meflengets are requefted to meet next
Vear, on Tuefday between two and three, efpecially thefe whe
bring the letters from the churches.
Baptized - - 447 Dead - - 49
Reftored - - 35 | Excluded - 39

, 482 88

Increafe - - 394 ’

* At preaching time they ftand andothers fit on benches by turns, than

the houfe will contain searly double as many as when sl fit,
. K2 The
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The Circular Letter notes, That faith is the root of holy a&ion;,
and love che right principle which confirains the believer to
good works: That the juitification of a finner before God is
only thro’ the facrifice of Chrift: That there is no meetnefs for
heaven without regeneration, and that the form of godlinefs,
without the power of it, is as vain as it is dangerous.

IIT. THE NORTH WALES ASSOCIATION,
At Ebenezer, in the Ifle of Anglefea, on the 26th and 27th of June.

Met Wednefday morring : The work of the day was intro-
duced in prayer by the brethren Morris Griffiths, of Llangloffan
and Nicholas Lewis, of Rhos ; Brother Gabriel Rees, o% Rhyd-
wilim, preached from Pfalm cii. 16. Brother W. Williams, of
Horeb, from z Tim. iii. 5. and Brother fohn Jones, of Ramoth,
from Matt, xxiv. 14. and concluded the fervice by prayer.

Met again foon : Brother Owen Rces, of Carmarthen, prayed ;
then Brother Daniel Duavis, of Llaneili, preached from Heb. iii. 1.
and Brother Morgan Rees from Ezek. xliil. 10, 11, 12. Sing-
ing as ufual: the opportunities morning and evening were agree-
able. Adjourned to next morning.

Met Thurjday, according to adjournment: Brother Hugh
Williams prayed, then the letters were read from ten churches,
by which it appeared that they were generally in peace and
comfortable ; their minifters diligent ; the harveft very extenfive,
and that more faithful labourers are wanted.

Agreed, 'To receive into the conrexion the church at Nevin,
which feparated from the church at Salem in Lleyn, by mutual
confent: To <dmit Brother C. Evaris to go among the churches
to requeft affiftance towards defraying the expences of erefting
the meeting-houfe at Amlwch, in Anglefea: That it is agree-
able to the apoftolic pattern, for every branch, or fociety, that
breaks bread, and exercifes difcipline among themfelves, to be
a feparate church, 1 Cor. xi. 20, 33. Rom. xvi. 5. Col. iv. 15.
To encourage the churches to continue the praftice of fab.
bath-day fchools, for inftrutting youthand others to read Bel/f,
which hath been already a peculiar blefling in feveral places:
‘To hold the next affociation at Horeb, in Carnarvonthire, the
laft Wednefday and Thur{day in June; the Brethren John Rey-
-polds, Gabriel Rees, and C. Evans, to preach.

The whoie folemnity was clofed in prayer by Brother T. Jonas.

Signed by the Moderator,
‘GABRIEL REES.

Baptized - - - 129 Dead - - - - 13
Refiored - - - 4 | Excluded - - - 23
—— | Difmiffed to Ameriea 5
133 : -
41

Increafe » - g3

Nozth
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North - - - - o2
South-weft - - - 304
South-eaft - - ~ 100

Total increafe of the three aﬁ'ociationsi_ 586
in Wales

There was a letter drawn up, and read in this affembly, with
a view to be circular; but as {ome fuppofed it too long it was
not put to prefs; in lieu of it the minutes of the three Affocia-
tions were printed together, with a brief account of the follow-
ing ordination. Meflrs. John Edwards and Thomas Jones were
ordained as co-paftors at Glyn-ceiriog, on the znd of July, which
was in the week after the convention in Anglefea. Thefe two
young minifters were raifed up in this church, and have a very
promifing profpedt of ufefulnefs in it, and in the country all
around. This church was formed in 1764 ; the prefent mini-
fters are grandfons to two of the firft conftituents, who were
much perfecuted on their very firlt fetting out in religion. Mr,
J. Edwards’s own mother was likewife a confiderable fufferer in
thofe times. She alfo was one of the firft conftituents. But through
all their troubles this church continued refpeitable, and had a
good auditory. They were, for fificen years, the only Baprift
church in North Wales, except Wrexham which was reckoned
2 mixt fociety. May it pleafe God long to continue, and evi-
dently to own thefe young paftors, rendering them very ufeful
and acceptable at home and abroad.

OBSERVATIONS.,

The tranilation of the above is not literal. All the 53
churches fent letters, and all fent one meflenger, or more.
Some churches had uncommon additions, Cilfowyr had 154
added ; Ebenezer, near Cardigan, 71 ; and Rhydwilim, to. To
four others, above 20 were added in each. And in the North, at
Glynn, 39; in another 24, and another 20; feveral more in the
Principality baptized from 10 to 17; and between the time of
the affociation, 12th June and the 3oth Auguft, there were 148
baptized at Cilfowyr, which with the above 154, make 30z, in
fifteen months or lefs, Of the 148 it {eems there were fome
baptized every Lord’s day, in one branch or other of the church,
during the three months ; the loweft number at a time 4, and
the higheft number 33.

Since the aflociation letter has been printed in Welfh, a cor-
reftion has been made in the number. The increafeis as above

5386,

Josaua Tromas.
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THE
WESTERN ASS»OCIATION&,_»
Met in Affociation at Chard, SoMERSET,

. : June 11 and 12, 1794.

EDNESDAY, 11th June, met at three o’clock. Mr. B.
Thomas of Prefcot prayed. Mr. John Tommas, of Briftol,
was chofen Moderator. The preliminary articles were read, and
then 39 letters from the churches. Mr. Bain of Downton prayed.
Evening. Mr. Saffery prayed; Dr. Ryland preached from
Jobn iii. 30. He muf? increafe; and clofed in prayer.

Thurfday, met at 6 o’clock in the morning, Meflrs. Miell
of Wimburn, Price of Yeovil, Jofeph Dawfon of Lyme, Cox of
Horfington, Normayn of Bampton, and Cherry of Wellington,
prayed. Settled bufinefs of the Affociation fund, and fubfcrip-
tions for letters. :

The forenoon ferviee hegan at half patt 1o. Meflrs Simmond
of Wotton, and Sprague of Tiverton, prayed. Mr. Tommas of
Briftol preached from Heb. xii. 28. Wherefore ave receiving a
kingdom awhich cannot be moved, &¢. Mr. Birt read the circular
fetter. Mr. Clarke, of Exeter, prayed; then adjourned.

Met in the afternoon, quarter paft three. Dr. Rippon prayed.
Mr. Francis preached from Heb. ii. 3. How fball we efcape, ift
awe neglect fo great falvation ? Mr. Kingdon prayed.

Appointed the next Aflociation to be held at Frome, Somerfet.
Meflrs. Ryland and Birt to preach. Mr. Cherry to draw up the
circular letter. The fervice to begin at 3 o’clock on Wednefday
in the Whitfun-week. wi :

The Moderator difmifled the Affociation by prayer.

&7 The Baptift meeting-houfe being too fmail, our Indepen~
dent friends very kindly accommodated us with theirs.

In the affociated churches the laft year, there were

Baptized - - - 132 |Dead 4 - - - 38
Received by letter 12 | Difmiffed - - 12
Reftored - - - 2 lExcluded R
146 | 82

Increafe 64

The circular letter this year was drawn up by Mr. Birt of
Plymouth Dock, on the important fubject of HoLiNESs, of®
which the following is only a fhort fketch.

¢« Holinefs may be diftinguifhed from numberlefs things,
vet it has but one oppofite, and that is fin: and to fin in al]
its departments and forms, it is the moft entire oppofite,
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There is nothing more like or pleafing, or honourable to
God than holinefs; and to him there is nothing fo contrary,
fo difpleafing, and fo difhonourable, as fin. Holinefs may be
confidered both as the fource and the combination of all excel-
lencies: it is the beauty of the beft of creatures, and God
himfelf is glorious in holinefs.

« Holinefs is effential to the Chriftian charalter—it has
the moft prevailing influence on the meditations, engage-
ments, and defires of the faints—it conftitutes their honour,
and affords them the moft refined and exalted pleafure—yea,
the religion of oyr Lord Jefus Chrift is confummated in
holinefs.

¢ You will therefore, brethren, undoubtedly make it your
great concern, in this world off fin and forrow, to fupport
and advance the caufe of holinefs, and to exemplify in your
difpofitions, your converfation, and deportment, its beauties
and importance. In thefe exertions we, your reprefentatives,
moft affetionately and heartily join you, expecting fhortly,
through the grace of our blefled Lord and glorious forerunner,
to meet you in that great aflembly, where 3ll will be holinefs,
love, and joy, for ever,” ’ '

Extracts from feveral of the letters fent to the Aflociation*,

Chacewater and Truro, The letter from this church informed
the body of their being in peace among themfelves; of meetings
for prayer and conference increafingly attended; and of the
pleafing profpeét their paftor has of ufefulnefs all around.

Plymouth.  'The church had the paft year been in the farnace
of affiction. Conftant preaching three times on the Lord’s day ;
once in the week. Their venerable paftor yet alive, and lively
in the work., They have called a gifted brother, Mr. Hawkins,
to the work of the miniftry. Exprefs their hearty defire that the
reprefentatives of the churches may enjoy a Pentecoft at the Affo-
ciation, and that the whole connexion may have a triumphant
meeting in the grand affembly at laft. 11 members added.

Plymouth Dock. Congratulates the fons of peace on their annuat
meeting, informing them of the unanimity of their church, the
ingreafe of their congregation, and the fucceisful labours of their

aftor. 19 added. At Saltafh alfo, a little town in the neigh-
ourhood, he has been encouraged to ere@ a meeting-houfe.

* Thefe minutes were taken by a perfon prefent while the letters werg
read. They are only hints from fome of the letters ; many interefting
articles perhaps were fuffered to pafs unnoticed. But thefe are intro-
duced, that the Brethren belonging to our Affociations, at kome and abroad,
may confider, if they pleafe, of the propriety of giving a fyllabus of any
interefting letters fent to them, either at the end of their own printed
epiftle, or give them in the Regifter, the medium here adopted. EpiToRe

N 4 Kingforidge
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King fbridge. The houfe frequently croweded with hearers, 3
confiderable part of whom come from the numerous places in the
vicinity, where Mr. Penn regularly preaches; and yet it is
feared that but few of late have been converted.

- Exeter. Speak highly of their paftor. Means of grace well
attended ; have called two perfons to the work of the miniftry,
Mr. Jofeph Sprague who has been a ftudent at Briftol, and
Mr. Samuel Rumfon who now refides at Exeter, and fuppiies
any of the deftitute churches in the city and neighbourhood.

Tiverton, Cullumpton, and Bampton.® Thefe three churches,
not to the exclufion of feveral others, very refpeétfully mention
the confeflicn of faith publifhed (it fhould be repubiifbed) in Lon-
don in 1689. Are in peace amung themfelves, but lament, as
moft of the fifter churches do, a war, by which thoufands in dif-
ferent counties are reduced to penury ana flarving ; and thoufands
on thoufands have been unneceffurily hurried into the eternal
flate.

Loughwood. The good old paftor, Mr. Samuel Burford, is
yet alive, and preaches twice on Lord’s days to the fatistaction
of the chu:ch and congregation. They have a prayer meeting
en Lcrd’s-day mornings, and another in the week. Brother
Rowles, and Brother Arnold who is an affiftant at Lyme, preach
in a neighbouring village. 3 are added, and others are waiting
to declare what God has done for their fouls.

Prefeorr. Well attended.  Have loft four by death, who ho-
noured their profeflion ; among them Lir. James Brown, who
hid been an excelient deacon of the church, very muchloved.

Weliington. 3 added.

Hatch.  Since the death of their Jate aged paftor, Mr. James
Adams, four candidates have been with them. The 2d, Mr.
Hugh Giles, after three Lord’s days fervice among them, ex-
changed earth for heaven. Mr. Braker is now paftor. 3 added.

Yecwill.  “ We are in peace, and not without evident tokens
cof the divine blefling. Have unanimeufly invited Mr. Price to
take the paftoral care, which he has confented to do. We have
loit 2 b. death, pa:ticularly our late honoured paftor, Mr. Joux
Girrarp, who diedina goodold age, 2nd is gone from labour
to reft.” '

- Frome. Duly mentions the confeffion of 168g. ¢ baptized.

Their requeit to have the Affociation with them in 1795 was
granted. : ‘
" Crockerton. The auditory nearly the fome as ufual. In pof-
fefiiun of peace, and alittie of the life and comfort of religion.
They hope, * that, while the world is in a tempeft, profeflors
will not be, like Jonah, afleep in the ftorm.”

* Bampton is by miake omitted this year in the firft page of the

printca Weftesn Affociation Letter,
Bradford
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Bradford. Several are very defirous of encouraging focial
grayer meetings. 3 baptized. Brother Ring lately ordained
paftor here. o

Pitkay, Briftol. Have continued the monthly prayer meetings
for the fpread of the Gofpel. 17 added.

" Broadmead, Briftol. Have reafon to fing of mercy and judg-
rent, after along feafon of difficulty. 17 baptized, 4 received
from other churches, sacluding Dr. Ryland the paftor, and his
wife, from Northampton. 11 dead. 3 excluded.

Salifbury. Rebuilding our meeting-houfe. 3 baptized, 1 re-
cgived by letter, loft 1 by death.

Horfley. ¢ Our audience is numerous and attentive; we wifh
we could add that all the hearers were doers of the word.”
6 baptized, 2 dead.

Worton. This letter, after bewailing the calamities of Europe,
encourages an hope that hiftory is illuftrating prophecy ; and
that the political earthquakes of the nations will accelerate the
converfion of the Jews, and the fullnefs of the Gentiles. 4 bap-
tized, 1 dead, 1 excluded. ’

Chard. 2 received by letter, 1 dead.

This was the firft Weftern Affociation that Dr. Ryland
ever attended : he was heartily welcomed into it by the whole
convention. His fermon was heard with great attention ; he
was earneftly defired to print it, and at length he was pre-
vailed on to comply.

Never perhaps did a paftor and people lay themfelves out
more cheerfully than Mr. Rowles, his deacons, and his flock,
to accommodate an Aflociation. The minifters, meflengers,
and every one, feemed happy in the marked fraternity with
which they were received: but it is of much mere import-
ance to remark, * That God was eminently prefent in each
of the aflemblies. Some of the moft ancient and the mott re-
fpectable members of the Affociation declared, that they
rever remembered an happier Aflociation in their lives.”

rHE
NORTHAMPTON ASSOCIATION,
Affembled at Steepfbead, LE1cESTERSHIREY,
June 17, 18, and 19, 1704.

Zuefday evening 6. We affembled in the meeting-houfe,
when Brother Mills was chofen Moderator, and after invoking

* The Doétrinal Articles are mentioned this year as in 1793, page
23th of the Regifter; and the focieties enrolied are the fame, except
Carlromy which is omitted, and Codror is called by the name of the piice
at which the church new rgeets, viz. Lofige. he

' t
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the divine blefling by prayer, the letters from the churches
were read, and minutes taken of their contents. Brother Burtoy
concluded in prayer.

Wednefday Morning 6. Met for prayer, when the follow-
ing Brethren were engaged, Simmonds, of Braunftone ; Shar-
.man, of Moulton; Benjamin Evans. who is on the point of
being fettled at Sutton-in-the-Elms; R. Watts, a member of
Clipftone, now a ftudent at Briftol, and J. Tift, who preaches
at Burton-on-Trent. .

Half paft ten. The public meeting began, which, on account
of the largenefs of the auditory, who could not be contained
in-the meeting-houfe, was carried on in an orchard, where they
were agreeably accommodated with feats. Brother Blundell
began in prayer; Brother Sutcliff gave a brief account of the
nature and defign of the aflociation, and prayed; Brother Craps,
of Spalding, preached from Micah vii. 19. He will turn
again. Brother Edmonds prayed, and Brother Ryland, from
Briftol, preached on Cor. ii. 14. Thkanks be unto God, who
always caufeth us to triumph in Chrifi, and maketh manifeft the
Javour of bis knowledge by us in every place. Brother Hopper
clofed the fervice with prayer.

After dinner, met in the veftry to hear the cireular letter,
drawn up by Brother Morris, which was approved, and ordered
to be figned by the Moderator, and fent to the prefs.

Afterncon 5. Met again in the orchard, when Brother
Pearce, of Birmingham, prayed, and Brother Fuller preached
from Matt. xix. 28. Verily I fay unto you, that ye awho have
Sfollowwed me in the regeneration, when the fon of man jball fit in the
throxe of his glory, ye alfo fball fit upon twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Ifrael. Brother Greenwood concluded in

er.

'{‘hurfday morning 6. After Brother Fletcher had prayed,
the minifters of the aifociation related their experiences for the
paft year. The bufinefs of the fund was then fettled, and the
aflociation concluded in prayer by the Modzrator, about ning
o’clock.

Brother Pearce, of Birmingham, was requefted by the congre-
gation to ftop and give them another fermon at ten o’clock,
with which he complied.

State of the Affociate Churckes.

By Profeffion of faith 83|ByDeath - = 39
By Letter - - 9 | By Difmifion - 14,
Reftored - - - 4 | By Exclufion - 22

96 \ 75

Clear Increafe - 21
N. B. Brother Fuller having been lately in London, colle&-
ing for the miflion, gave a fhort account of the kind treatment
he had received from gentlemen of different denominations;
and



'THE NORTHAMPTON ASSOCIATION, 1704. 18§

and of his having, with the advice of fome of the London mini-
iters, fent outa parcel containing freth fupplies for our Brethren
in India.

The next affociation to be held at Kettering on the Tuefday,
Wednefday, and Thurfday, in the week after Whitfun-week,
1795. Brother Sutcliff and Brother Hopper to preach,

Put up at the White Hart.

The fubject of the letter, according to the appointment of
the laft aflociation, is Jovy 1nv Gop.

« Holy joy is a fweet affetion of the foul, excited by the
view of fome fpiritual good, either in pofleffion or in profpect.
The Scriptures call it, The joy of faith,—the joy of falva-
tion—joy in the Holy Spirit—joy in God, and the joy of
Chrift, implying that the believer’s joy contains in it fome-
thing of the nature of that bleflednefs which Chrift himfelf
pofleffes.

‘¢ Spiritual joy is to be diftinguithed from #zatural glad-
nefs of heart—from the pleafure of carnal minds—as well
as from the jay of the hypocrite which centres in felf—and
though diftin& from godly forrow, and other apparently op.
pofite affetions, is not inconfiftent with them, but is the
more experienced where thefe are cherithed and prevail.
The fpirit of mourning is a blefled preparative for the fpirig
of confolation.

¢ The sources of this holy joy are innumerable; we
can only mention a few. The character of that Being whom
we adore—the glorious gofpel of the blefled God~the deli-
verances he hath wrought for his people in all ages— the won-
ders of redeeming love, and efficacious grace—the perfect’
fecurity of good men from ever returning to their former
ftate of fin and mifery—the glorious nature, and the certain,
fuccefs of the caufe of Chrift which we have efpoufed—and
finally, our hope of the glory of God in that perfetion of
holinefs and happinefs which awaits us. The beginning of
falvation is the beginning of holy pleafure, its progrefs in-
creafes our joy, and its complétion will confummate our blifs.
Salvation will be accomplithed in a way honourable to God.
Not one finner fhall be brought to glory but by means which
effeCtually fecure the rights of the Lawgiver, and the grace
of the Saviour. The awful breach that {in has made betwcen
God and man fhall be perfeétly and honourably healed ; fo
perfe&ly, that God will nomore fhew his difpleafure towards
his people; {o honourably, that it fhall be to the praife of
the glory of his grace. This will give emphafis to our fong,
o ‘ o and
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and kindle in our hearts flames of love to Gody and to the
Lamb for ever.”

NORTOLK AND SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION, 1794.

Our lafl z2flociation, on the 3d and 4th of June, was held at
Claxton, in Norfolk, which church Mr. Smith left before the
affociation, We had no circular letter.  The following are the
minutes of the meeting.

On Tue/day, the 3d of June, through the kindnefs of God
we met together, 1ft fung, and Brother Culley, a meflenger,
prayed. 2d, After choofing Brother Beard moderator; Bro-
ther Cole, a deacon of Claxton, read a letter from the church
at Wattitham, informing us they had withdrawn from the
aflociation. The churches at Shelfanger and Yarmouth fent
neither letters nor meffengers. 3d, Letters were read, or accounts
received from the three churches that remain, when it appeared
that fince the laft aflociation, in Claxton church ‘one member
was dead. Ipfwich church had twelve added, and two dead.
‘Worftead church had fix added, feven dead, and five emigrated
to America. 4th, The three churches that remain agreed to
carry on the aflociation in expe&ation of other churches joining
them. gth, Agreed that the determination of bringing a col-
leGtion from each church tfhould be afferted as one of the
articles of union. 6th, Sung, and Brother Thompfon, a mef-
fenger, concluded in prayer. After this we adjourned to
Brother Hazell’s houfe, where the following fubjets were con-
verfed about ; viz. The wicked f{pirit going forth from God,
and becoming a lying {pirit in the prophcts. Whether there
is fuch a thing as, imputed fan&ification, &c. &c.

Wednefday, the worfhip of God begun at 10 0’clock ; fung, and
Brother Farmery, of Difs, prayed. Sung, and Brother Beard, of
Worftead, preached from 2z Cor. iv. g, and Brother Hook, of
Ingham, cotcluded in prayer. Met again in the Afternoon, at
2 o’clock. ift fung, and Brother Ridley, of Ipfwich, prayed;
then fung again, and Brother Hall, of Ipfwich, preached from
Ifaiah xxviil. 16, and Mr. Trivett, of Langham, concluded in
prayer. The minifters and meflengers met again, and after con-
fidering the Yarmouth and Shelfanger cafes, agreed to withdraw
from thofe churches. That the rext affociation fhall be at
Ipfwich, the firft Tuefday and Wednefday in June. Brother
Beard, and the paftor of the Claxton church, if they have one
by that time, to preach; in cafe of failure, Mr. Farmery, of
Difs, if the church under his care joins the affociation.

ORDI-





