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EXTRACTS

From the American Affociation Letters, &c. and from the
perfonal Correfpondence between the Englih and the
American Brethren.

THE Repstowe Assocrarion (Virginia, &c.) met at
George’s Creck, Saturday, September 29, 1792." '

The introduftory fermon was preached by the Rev. John
Corbly, on 1 Cor. xv. 25, For be muftreign till he bath put all
éremies under 'his feet. Letters from only ten churches were re-
ceived ; the reft, it is thought; were prevented, by the troubles
on the Frontiers, from fending their meffengers and letters.

Lord’s day, September 3o. 1ft fermon by the Rev. David
Leofbourrow, on John vit. 37. 'The 2d by Rev. John Corbly,
on Mat. viii. 11. The 3d by Rev. Abfalom Bainbridge, a
Meflenger from the Ketockton Affociation, on Rev. x. 1. '
" Monday, O&. 1. After tranfacting various bufinefs, particularly
rccommended i to the churches, to confider by next Affociation,
‘Whether the laying on of hands on all baptized perfons, as fuch,
is an crdinance of Chrift, and the neglect of it a bar to com-
munion, &c. Appoiited the next yearly meeting to be at the
Forks of Cheat, to begin on Saturday before the firft Lord’s
diy in June ; and our next Afaciation 1o be held at Philadelphia
church, on Great Red Stone, to begin on Saturday before the
laft Lord’s day in September.

The Circular letter to the churches this year is a ferious
addrefs ofi Bretkerly Love, and would have filled about two oc-
tavo pages had it been printed.

The Uxttep BarTisT Assocrarion, formerly calied the
Kebulee Affociation, holden at Bear-Creek Meeting-houle,
Lenoir County, North Calolina, O&ober 1792.

Satarday, ‘Oftober 13. "The introductory fermon was
preached by Lrother ‘Martin Rofs, according to appointment,
from 1 Tim. iii. 14, 15. Tleje things write L unto thee, hop-
ing to come unto thee fhortly : But if [ tarry long that thou mayeff
knoww bow thoiw cughtcft to bebave thyfelf in the houfe of God, 'l;‘)}))f[b
is the chureh of the liviug God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

Brother Nathan Mayo ‘was chofen Modcrator, and Brother
Needham Whitfiéld, Clerk. Brother Jefle Reed was chofen
Aflitant-Clerk. ‘Letters from forty-two churches were read.

The churches in Wake county, in Craven county, on North-
River, on Muddy-Creek, and on Pungo river, petitioned for
admiffion: on fatisfatory irformation of their do&rine and
practice they were received.

Refolved,
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Refolved, That ‘Brother Etheridge, Brother Hines, Brother
Bryan, Brother Harmon, and Brother Oliver, be a committee
to examine the fundry petitions for a divifion of this Affociation,
and make report. Voted, That Brother Etheridge, Brother
Meral, Brother Harmon, and Brother White, preach on the
morsow ; and that public worfhip begin at nine o’clock, A. M. .
Ac ourned to Monday mornirg half after 8 o’clock.

~ Monday, Otober 15, Metaccording to adjournment. Bro-
ther Bryan, from the commitee appointed to confider the peti-
tiens in the letters for the divifion of this Affociation, reported—
That for fundry good reafons we think it expedient for ‘a divi-
fion to take place, and that Tar River be the dividing line.
"The aflociation concurred with the report; and do recommend
it to all the churches in this union, to make their minds known
in their letters to the Affociation at mext meeting. Refolved,
That Brother Barkitt, Brother Read, and Brother Rofs, bea
committee to prepare a form of ceremony to folemnize the
rites of matrimony ; and to make report to the Affociation at
next meeting  Brother Abram Baker is appointed to write the
Circular Letter for the next year; Ox the Duty of -Minifiers ta
their Churches. : : )

The Aflociation to be held néxt year at Brother Rofs’s
Meeting-Houfe, near Skewawkey, in Martin county, the Sa-
turday before the fecond Sunday in O¢tober. The Reverend
Thomas Etheridge is appointed to preach the introdu&ery fer-
mon, and divine fervice to begin on Saturday, at 11 o’clock,
A. M. :

The Circular Letter which is on the do&rine of Original Sin,
fills about two pages in quarto, And the 48 churches in this
ciation include 3522 members.

The Barprist Gonveral CommrTTEE, holden at Muddy
Creek Meeting-houfe, Powhatan County (Virginia,) 1793.

Saturday, May 11. At noon, Elder Lewis Lunsford (by te-
queft) preached an introdu&ory fermon from Rev. iii. 1,

After prayer, the Committee proceeded to bufinefs. The
correfponding Aflociations, with their Delegates, are here en-
rolled, viz. ™

1. ‘Middle Diftri&—Eleazar Clay, Bernard Todd, and Tho-
mas Burfoot, '

2. Culpeper—George Eve,

3. Roancke—Samuel Harris, John Williams, Reuben Pickett,
and David Lawi{on. » _

4. Gofben—]John Waller and Andrew Broaddus.

5. Dover—William Webber, Reuben Ford, John- Courtney
and Lewis Lunsford. ~ -

6. Strawberry—Robert Stockton, W. Johnfon, and Samuel
Goodwin. '

" 7. Albemarle—Benjamin Burger.

Elder
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Elder William Webber was chofen Moderator, and Elder
Andrew Broaddus, Clerk, pro tempore. A letter from the Georgia
Affociation, and a letter from the Ketockton Affociation, were
read. ‘The Select Committee toarrange the bufinefs are, Elders
Reuben Ford, John Wailer, Robert Stogkton, George Eve, John
Williams, Eleazar Clay, and Benjamin Burger. = ‘

Elders Andrew Broaddus, Peter P. Roots, and Samuel Har-
ris, were eleéted to preach on the morrow (Lord’s day.) Divine
fervice to begin at ten o’clock, A. M. Adjourned ull Monday
morning nine o’cleck. On the Lord’s day, the mirifters ap-
pointed preached to a numerous audience, and we hope we
were not deftitute of the fenfible prefence of the divine Mujelty.

Monday, 13th. Met aceording to adjournment, and after
divine fervice, proceeded ‘o bufinefs. The Circular Letter was
rezd. Refolved, refpeting hereditary {lavery, That the fubjet
be difmiffed from the Committee, as we think it belongs to the
legiflative body. An anfwer to the Letter from the Ketcekton
Affociation was read. '

The report of Elder Williams refpeéling a plan for a sSEMIN-
ARY OF LEARNING was made, and a Committee appointed to
confult on profecuting the bufinefs, viz. Elders John Wiliiams,
Lewis Lunstord, Eleazar Clay, John Waller, and George Eve,
who reported as follows :—We recommend that Prethren John
Williams, Eleazar Clay, Thomas Burfoot, Bernard Todd, George
Eve, Henry Tcler, Thomas Read, Stephen Wood{on, fen. Da-
vid Barrow, Reuben Ford, Matthew Woodfon, Themas Johnfon,
John Poindexter, and Simeon Walton, be appointed as truftees
for the faid Seminary ; to hold a Beard of Conference at Dover
Meeting-houfe, the laft Saturday in September next, and that a
majority of them fhall have a right to proceed to bufinefs, in
choofing feven gentlemen, not of the Baptift Society, to com-
plete the number of twenty-one Truftees,—to appoint fubfti- -
tutes for any of the brethren above mentioned, in cafe of death,
failure, or refignation—to make what corrections they may think

roper in Elder Williams’s plan, and to devife ways and mears
or carrying the fame into immediate execution.—This recoms
mendation was received. .

Voted, That a Committee be appointed tg, prepare a Memo-
rial to the Affembly, praying the repeal of all laws vefting the
property of the Glebes folely in the hands of the Egifcopalians,
as believing fuch laws to be oppreflive :—accordingly Elders
John Williams, John Waller, and Eleazar Clay wereappointed. -
Agreed that the Memorial, now preparing, be put in the hands
of Elder John Courtney, to be prefented to the next feffion.

Agreed that the next General Committee be held at Winn’s
Meeting-heufe, in Hanover county, the fecond Saturday in May
wext, '

Thy
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‘The Erx-uorN Association (Kentucky), held at Tate’s
Creck, Madifon county, 179z. -

Friday, Auguft 31. At 25 minutes paft 12 o’clock, Brothep
James Garrard delivered the introduftory fermon, from Eph. v. 1.
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear ciildren. After worlhip
proceeded to bufinefs. Brother John Gano was chofen Modera-
tor, and Brother Auguftine Eaftin, Clerk. Lettersfrom 23 churches
were read. Twenty-four churches were enrolled, including
Indian Creek (South Licking), and Sugar Creek, received at
this feffion, the members amount to 1700.

Our. fifter Aflociation of Salem fent a Letter and Minutes,
which were read, and her meflengers, William Taylor and
Jofhua Morris, took their feats. )

Saturday, September 1. Met purfuant to adjournment. After
divine fervice, proceeded to various buafinefs.

The Committee appointed by the laft Affociation to revife
the Confeflion of Faith, continued. -The Circalar Letter Oz
Previdence, by Brethren Wood and Drake, read ‘and received.
Apre~d to defer the Queries in the different Letters until next
Aliociation. v .

Next Afficiation to be held at Bryan’s Station, third Saturday
in May nexs. Brother Wiillam Wood to preach the introduc-
tory fermon; and in cafe of failwe, Brother John Smith.

The fame AssocraTion was held at Bryan’s, Fayette County,
(Kentucky), May 18, 1793. And continued by adjournments
until the zift. :

Saturday, May 18. At 12 o’clock, Brother William Wood
delivered the introduttory fermon from Ifa*xxvii. 13. And it
Shall come to tafs in that day that the great Fram;et fball be blown,
and they fball come which were ready to perifp. Letters from 21
churches were read ; moft of which are in peace, but appear tp
be in a languid flate; few additions having been made this year.
Brother James Garrard was chofen Moderator, and Brother Aa-
guttine Haftin, Clerk.’ ‘ :

The churches at Grafly Lick and Flat Lick, at their requeft,
were received into this Affociation, in which there are 26
ghurches; 1847 members.

Monday, May zo. Met purfuant to adjournment, and after
attending to feveral queries, Agreed, As nothing is more earneit-
ly to be defired among the people of God, than union and fel-
lowthip, That an attempt be made for an union with the Baptitt
Affociation, fouth of Kentucky: and that our Brethren Ambrofe
Dudley, James Garrard, John Taylor, John Price and Auguftine
Eaftin, are hereby appointed a Comimittee to attend their next
Aflociation ; with full power to confer freely on terms of union ;
and if there fhould be hopeful appearances of effecting the fame,
they may, with them, appoint a time and place for the churches
in both Aflociations, to convene by therr Delegates to carry
faid upion into effect.

’ - Agreed
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Agreed to make an attempt to open a correfpondence with
the Redftone Affociation of Baptifts.

The Committee appointed by the Affociation at Cooper’s Run,
and continued to revife the Confeflion of Faith, &c. reported,
"That fome phrafes in the d and sth chapters would be better, if
put in words eafier to be underftood by weak minds: and in
chap. 24, inftead of the words «“ A lawful oath is a part of re-
Yigious worfhip,” offer the following amendment, ¢ An oath
fhould be taken in religious fear.” Thisis all in their opinion
that wants any amendment. 'The Treatife of Difcipline, they
think needs correfting and enlarging.

‘Tuefday, May 21. Met again, and after much bufinefs, Agreed,
‘That our next Aflociation be at South Elkhorn, thefecond Satur-
day in O&ober, this year, and that Brother Auguftine Eaftin
preach the introdu&ory fermon ; and in cafe of failure, Brother
Elijah Craig. :

N. B. Our churches will pleafe to take notice of the follow-
ing refolve of the Committee of the Separate and Regular Bap-
tifts, met at the Stone meeting-houfe, in Madifon county, on
Saturday 8thof June 17g3:

We, the Committtee, have agreed, that each of owr churches,
in both onions, fhall have the liberty of ferding two members
w meet in General Convention, in order to form an union be-
tween the two bodies of Baptifts, and that they meet at Marble
Creek the laft Saturday in July nrext, at 10 o’clock, A, M.

- 'Thomas Ammon, Andrew Trible, Mofes, Bledfoe, Robert
Elkin, and Robert Clarke, jun. Committee for the Affociation
South of Kentucky. ’ T

Ambrofe Dudley, James Garrard, John Taylor, John Price,
aud A. Eaftin, Commitree for Elkborn Affociation, )

As the Circular Letter is fhort, and does not quite fill a page,

the fubttance of it follows: T
Dear Brethren,
" THE Letters from the different churches convey this melan-
choly +dea, that coldnefs and indifference have fpread their bane-
fal influence over the minds of too many ; and that the Divine
prefence is, in 2 great meafure, withdrawn from us. Does not
this call for mourning and lamentation? We may be fuse, dear
Brethren, that we have need of examination. Let us therefore
pat thefe ferious and folemn queftions to each of our confciences : -
15 the fear of Godbefore my eyes? Do 1 live in obedience to
the Divinelaw? Do I difcharge th¢ duties I owe to God, to his
church, and to the wozld? Do I five a life of felf-denial and
rortification f fs my houfe a hetfe of prayer? Is my fedt never
empty in the hoefe of God? Do I honour God with my fub-
ftance > Am I engaged in watching over my brethren in love;
in reproving the wicked; and in comforting the tempted? If
we are fuulty in thefe things, what can we expe® without 2
reformation ! Suffer us to exhort you to the faithful d.i[charge:f
' 0
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of ‘thofe duties. The way to obtain our firft love is to do our
firft works.

Tre WaARREN Associarion, held at the Baptit Meeting
houfe in Attleborough, 1793.

Tuefday, September the 1oth. At two o’clock, P. M. Brother
Baldwin, dccording to appoinunent, preached the introdaétory
fermon from 1 Peter v. 1, 2. The Elders which are among yox
1 exbort, awbo am alfo an Elder—Feed the flock of God avbich is
among you. ) )

After public worfhip proceeded to bufinefs. Read theletters,
and enrolled 41 Churches, confifting of 3621 members.

Sermon in the evening by Brother Peak, from Rom. v. 2.

Wednefday, Sept. 11. Met according to adjournment. Re-
ceived letters and minutes from the correfponding Aflociations.
Read the Circular Letter prepared by Prefident Maxcy. Voted,
To defire the Truftees of the BAPTIST EDUCATION FUND to
to meet at Bofton on the firfl Tuefday of Q&ober next, at 3
o’clock, P. M. in order to appoint a-Chairman, Treafurer, and
Secretary; and to tranfadt any other bufinefs that may be thought
neceflary. 'That Mr. Benjamin Morgan Stillman be added to
the number of Truftees heretofore chofen. That any feven of
the Truftees thall make a quorum. That the Committee ap-
pointed to, give advice to any perfons, or Charches, who may
be aggrieved by being taxed to other denominations, be the
fame appointed laft year. : .

A report of the General Committee from this and the neigh-
bouring Affociations, who met at Chefhire on the 26th of June
laft, was read ; from which we give the following extralts ¢ We
recommend to each of our Affociations to appoint one.or more
of their members, to colle@t an account of the time and man~
ner of the conftitution of each Church, and when their minifters
were ordained ; with any revivals of religion among them ; and
alfo a particular account of fufferings from thofe who have fup-
ported religious teachers by tax and compulfion; and that thefe
actounts be communicated to. our next general Committee.”” Vo-
ted, That it is the opinion of this Affociation, that the next:
meeting of the General Committee would better anfwer the'

ropofed defign, to be held on the Tuefday after the next meet-
ing of this Affociation at Sturbridge, 2 o’clock, P. M. at which
time it is hoped, that the neceflary communications will be made.

Chofe Meffengers to our fifter Aflociatiens ; propofed fupplies
for deftitute churches, Appointed Elder Baekus to write the’
Circular Letter for next year; Mr. Gano in cafe of failure. Vo<
ted to hold our next Affociation at Templeton, the Tuefday afs
ter the firt Wednefday in September 1794. Brother Gano’
to preach the introdu&ory fermon; in ;a(e of Failure} Brother
Alden. ' :

The
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Tue CIRCULAR LETTER®

ON THE MORAL LAW.
Brethren,

N an age when mankind are regaining their native rights,

and affuming the privilege of thinkinz and afing for them-
felves, we deecin it not unimportant, that the nature of the
Divine Law, the defign and manner of its adminiftration
iinder the mild reign of the Gofpel, fhould be explained.

A want of proper attention to this fubje@® will leave us
utterly in the dark as to the deformity of fin, and the na-
ture of falvation by grace. Would you ever know your true
ftate, you muft know your obligations; would ybu ever know
your obligations, you muft know the law by which they are
afcertaified and defined. The laws given by God, to the Jews,
were of thirée kinds, moral, pofitive, and political. . Moral
laws are tliofe which refult from the fitnefs and propriety of
things, and refpett the duty and government of accountable
agents. Pofitive laws are thofe which originate wholly in the
will of the legiflator. Political, are thofe which reguiate the
economy and adminiftration of civil government. The divine,
or, as it is commonly called, the Moral Law, néceflarily refults
from the connexion fubfifting between God and rational beings:
God is infinitely excellent—man is wholly degendent. Hence,
it is fit and reafonable that men fhould love God. That God
is to be loved, whether we are difpofed or not, is the united
woice of reafon and revelation. How abfurd is it for a child
to fay, < Itis not my duty to love my parent becaufe I hate
him!” He pleads his crime as his excufe. A concife fum-
mary of the Moral Law is contained in thefe words of Jefus:
¢ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with ali thy hearr; and
thy neighbour as thyfelf.” _ )

This law is perfef. It cannot therefore be fatisfied with
imperfe@tion. If it can admit an abatement in its demands,
through any infirmity or difqualification in the creature, then
it ceafes to be a law. The nature of juftice is eternal right;
neither to be annulled by the caprice, nor varied by the muta-
bility of man. An immoderate attachment to the objeds of
our unlawful paffions, an overbearing propenfity to juftify the
“décifions of our wills, and to approve the altions of our lives,
obfcure our perceptions of truth, and induce us to accomodate
the nature of the divine law to our finful infirmities. But leg
us not be deceived. Let us recur neither to our difpofitions
nor circumftances to inveftigate .the nature of juftice. Let us
throw afide our prejudices; et us extinguith our paffions; let
us forget our infirmities. Let us rife into the region of pure
intelligence, and in the bright light-of the divine Spirit con~

* It is fomewhat abridged. EoprTex.
: template
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€mplate Go»’s law, and the extent of our obligations. That
law requires the whole heart. Can it then be fatisfed with
lefs ? I? it can admit one degree of imperfettion, by the {fame
rule it can another. Where then is the ftandard of right } No
where. '

The law which can vary neceflarily deftroys itfelf.  Zkis
law is immutable. Its démands are always the fame; neither
varied by time or place. It not only requires us to love God
with all ouf hearts, but conftantly with all our hearts. God is tobe
loved, becaufe he is what he is. His nature originates our obliga-
tions. If then it was once right that we fhould love God, itis now
fight, and always will be right ; for he is ¢ the fame, yefterday, to
day, and forever.” God’s will, which is an exhibition of his na-
ture, is the rule of our duty; not our feelings and wifhes.  Our
fins alter not God, and therefore alter not our duty, or dimi-
nifh our obligations. The law of God requires conftant love ;
for « love is the fulfiling of the law.” But this law includes
a great variety of particulars. God commands us net to kill,
not to fteal, not to bear falfe witnefs; in fhort, not to fin in
any way. That love which fulfils the law is oppofed to every .
kind of fin. Hence the law extends not to our external conduct
only, but to all the paffions and motions of our hearts. '

View the law then as perfe@; view it as immutable; re-
quiring your whole affeftions, requiring them econftantly ; in«
cluding what all juft laws include. ~In this way vou will readily
perceive the ufe and defign of the Jaw under the gofpel. Itwas
not given to the Jews that they fhould obtain life by it, but
<< that the offence might abound.” ¢ I had not known fin,”
fays Paul, ¢ but by the law;’’ and that it was ¢ added, be-
caufe of tranfgreffions, until the feed fhould come to whom the
promife was made.” He alfo ftyles the law ¢ the miniftration
of death,” ¢¢ the lester” that  killeth.” If we apply any
part of the law to ourfelves, to us it becomes the miniftration
of death. For, as we are finful, we can neither obey its pre-
cepts, nor endure its penalties. While we arealive without the
law, perceiving neither its perfeQion nor extent, we imagine
our own obedience adequate to its requifirions; but when the
tommandment comes, arrefting our hearts by divine power,
¢« fin revives,” difcovering its firength; we feel its condemna-
tion; wedie; we relinquifh our hopes of life, which originated
in our ignorance of the law, and were cherifhed by a haughty
¢onfidence in our own goodnefs. Thus we become ¢ dead to
the law.” You will remember, then, Brethren, that thq great
defign and ufe of the law, are to exterminate our prejudices in
favour of ourfelves, and to teach us the true nature of fin. The
law is not a rule by which we are to obtain life ; but «Chrft
Is the end of the law for righteoufnefs, to every one that be-
lieveth?” Look then unto Chrift. Take the law and the gofpel

in
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in him. Reft fatisfied with his rightecufnefs, and fubmit inta
him who is the head and king of his people.

Our prefent meeting has been harmonious, and rot without
fome tokens of the divine prefenee.

And now, Brethren, we eommend yéu to Gad, and to the
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give
you an inheritince among all them that are fanitified.

By order of the Affaciation. » ,
HEZEKIAH SMITH, Moderator.
THOMAS BALDWIN, Cler.

_ The PurLapebruia BarrisT Assoerarion was beld by
ﬁ:ecial appointment, at Southampton, Bucks county, Pennfylva-
nia, on Tuefday and Wednefday, 29th arid 30th of Oftober;
1793, having been prevented meeting at the time appointed
in the city of Philadelphia, by a prevailing infeftious diforder;
vgith which God in his providenee has been pleafed to vifit that
€ity.

Tuefday, Q&ober zg. At three o’¢lock, P. M. the introduc-
tory fermon was preached by the Rev. David Jones, from
1 Cor. xv. 24, 25. Then cometh the end, when be fhall have de-
livered up the kingdom to God, eventhe Father 3 when br foall bave
put down all rule, and all authority, and power. For he muff reig
&l be bath pur all enemies under bis feet.

Wednefday morning, Rev. Oliver Hart was chofen Modera-
tor, and the Rev. Burgifs Allifon, Clerk. Letters from 17 of
the aflociate churches were read, and a letter from the Elkhorn
Affociation, Kentucky, with their minutes. .

The Aflociation taking into confideration the awful difpenfa-
tions of divine Providence in the epidemical diforder now raﬁ-
ing in the city of Philadelphia, together with the great drought
in our part of the country, and general declenfion in vital piety,;
recommend that Tuefday the 12zth day of November enfuing;
bz obferved-as a day of humiliation, fafting and prayer, through:
out our churches; and fhould it pleafe God to remove any part
of thefe judgments previons to that day, that his mercy thetein
be remembered with public thankfgiving at the fame time.

Brother Memminger to preach at 4 o’clock, P. M. Adjourned
to half paft 3 o'clock, P. M. Met agreeably to adjournment.
Brother Fleefon baving been appointed to write a Circular Let-
ter in confequence of Brother Smalley not bringing forward the
bne he was nominated laft Affociation to write, accordingly
wrote one, which being read was approved. Brother Smalley
was appointed to write the Cireular Letter for the enfuing year,
@pon the fubje& on which he was to have written for the prefent,
fl%le Aflociation to meet next year at Philadelphia, on the firft
Tuefday in O&obesr, at 3 o’clock. P. M. Brother Allifon to
preach the introduétdry fermon; and in cafe of failure, Br.othcr

M<Launghlin. y
The
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"The Cuarrsston AssocraTiox, held at the High Hills
of Santee, the 2d of November 1793.

The two fi-ft days were employed, as ufual, in the public
excerciles of devoticn; concluding on the Sabbath afternoon
with the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper.

. 4

On Monday, 1. o’clock, A. 31, the introduftery fermon was
deliverad by the Rev. Richard Furman, from Eph. iv. 3. Ea-
dz.’z-‘yo;:;'z'qg tg Reep the waity of #he jpirit in the bend of peace,

Letters from nincteen churches were read, =nd the names of
the delegztes enrolled.  Rev. Richard Furman was chofen Mo-
derator, and Mr. Frame Woods, Clerk. Letters and minutes
fromthe correfponding afociztions were received and read.

The church at Enon, confiting of 16 members, applied for
admiffion into this aflociation, and on. fatisfacry information
of their faith and praftice, were received by tneir delegate.

- This church originated from that at Great Saltcatcher, and was
conftituted the 7th of M-y 1793; Rev. Meils. Alexander
Scott and James Sweat being prefent and afifiing.

Agreed to receive the church at the Three Runsinto union,
when they thail attend by their delegates. ‘

Mr. Potsiord having been prevented by {icknels from com-

n

N
[

pleating the Circular jevier on the {ubjeét propofed at the lait
meeting, hels requefted to have it prepared for the next year.
The Moderator was defired to prepare one for the prefent oc-
cafion.  Brethren were avmoinied to write to the correfponding
Affociations. Agreed, That the fyllem of difcipline be put to
the prefs without delay; and that Mr. Turman, to whom the .
fuperintendence of tiis bufineis is committed, be requeited to
tmport Confeflions of Faith and Catechiims *. :

Agreed, That it be reco nmended to 2il the churches in unicn to
oblerve the 3d Wednefday in December next, as « day of fo-
lemn f:fling and prayer to Almighty Ged, to impiore his
meicy cn all our churches, and on our country at large ; to pray.
for the peace and fecurity of thefs United States, fur a general
refcrmation among our people, znd for the direftion and pre-
fervation of our government ; we mey have a fanétified ufe
of the a@liting difpenfations of divine providencs, znd puartis
cularly of that awful difpenfation with which the city of Phila-
delphia has been vifited; and, fhould the aflidtion be continued
till that time, tnat their fervent interceflions in bel:if of our
diitrefled brethren and fellow citizens in shat city, be prefented
at the throne of grace. )

Agreed alin, That a day in every month, at the difcretion of each
church, be held threughout ihz year, as a day of united and
fervent prayer FOR A REVivVai IN RELIGION. '

Agreed that our next feflion o «fociation be at the Upper
Tork of Lyncl’s Creek (Flat Creex moceting houle), oa Satur+

e
HF

% Alr. Fur-can has, according to the above requedl, appic! r Mr.
Ripoon for 2c0 of the Confellian of Faith, 200 Catechilms witn jroofs,
and 2oo without p.eofs. EpITox.

MAY 1794 day



74 EXTRACTS FROM

day before the firft Lord’s day in November next. Tle fermon -
to be delivered by Rev. Henry Holcombs ; in cafe of failure, by
Rev. Jothua Lewis.

Mr. Furman was unanimoufly requefted to furnith a copy of his
introductory fermon for the prefs, Concluded with folema

rayer.

F In the twenty-four churches of this affociation are 1g87
members.

A SHORT SKETCH OF REVIVALS IN RELIGION.

Middlebirongh, MassacHUSETTS, Jug. 31, 1793+
Anamazing coldnefs and ftupidity has long prevailed in our
part of the couatry, until a revival was granted at Plymouth,
about 40 miles from Bofton, laft winter 4+, It began at a wain
meeting, of which they had mary. The confcience of one of
the company wasfo awzkened as to b a warning to othess, which
foon turned their frolicks into religious meetings ; and the paftor
cf the church, Br. Chand'er Robbins, a pious Congregational mi-
riffer, wes all alive n his work; and a large number have been
hopefuily converted there. 1 preached among them twice in May,
and I hear that the work fill prevails. A great work of refor-
mation is alio going onin Baraitaple and Harwich, chiefly among
the Bapriffs.  And in the beginning of June, fome loofe young
peopie were awakened in the firft congregational fociety in Mid-
dieberough, and a number hiave received comfort among them;
* but the work hath been much more glorious in the third Baptif?
fociety in our town. I preached ten fermons among them in
eight days, about a month ago, to remarkably attenuve audi-
ences; and it is hoped that more than thirty perfons have been
converted in that congregation fince the firit of fuly. Brother
Samue! Nelfon labours among them with much Iife and power;
and a few have been awzkened in our fociety. Elder Seamans,
who went from Attleberough to a town in New Hampfhire,
cailed Mew London, and liboured under great difcouragements
there till the fummer of 1792, hath had fuch a blefiag on his la-
bours fince, that he had baptized 55 or 56 the zyth of laft May,
as he wrote to Elder Rebinfon; and the avork flill aent on. X
-have alfo heard lately that it prevails in the ditri& of Maine.
O that it may {pread univerfally !

Fromthe Rev. Ir. Ledoyt, dated Newport, New Hamrsuire,
) Sep. 16, 1793.
< Dear Sir,

It hath been a long, dark, and cloudy night with me, and
the people here; but glory to cur God, the cloud is difperfing
faft. His work is begun amongft us; Newport and * Croyden

+ Two or three articles mentioned in this letter are hinted at before
.0 the Regifter, page s47. Evitor

* M. Ledoyt fupplics both thufe Baptift congrezations, théy are near
sach other, but abeut 130 miles N, V7. {rom Bofton,

\ are
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are greatly blefled. There have been farty jizls hopefully con-
verted in a few weeks among us. T have baptized 29 in four
weeks. The work appears. to be ftill going cn. I cannot be
idle, it is out of my power to anfwer all the calis I have at this
time ; but I endeavour to do allI can. Leing favoured with
health, and the fpirit of preaching, I afcend the mountains
eafy. There is a profpe& of a glorious reformation in thefe parts,
O may it fpread far and wide! S

God hath remembeted my family alfo for good; my tiree
oldeft davghters, I hope, are coaverted;; the oideft feventeen
years, and the youngeft ten years old, are bapiized. O é'off
the Lird with me, and let us exalt his name together. I never
more fenfibly needed wifdom than at the prefent. You will
not ceafe to pray for me. O dear brother, be ftrong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might. It appears to me there
is a glorious day at the very door. Happy are they who are
waiting for the coming of our Lord.

Boffon, MassaeauseTTs, S2p. 26, 1792,
About 8o have been added to the Baptifts church 1n New Lon-
don, New Hampfhire, under the paftor:zi care of Brother Seamans,
within a few months paft; and aboit as many to the church in
Hopkinton. In Salifbury, a fmall chusch of our order wus ga-
thered laft O&ober. In about ten months, gg have been dded toit,
and the greater part of them young converts! the work {iH]
goes on under the preaching of Brother Elias Smith, a young
man of very promifing abilities. "Thefe three places are within
a few miles of each other. Our {entiments are {preading rapid-
1y in various parts of this land.

. Baltimore, MaRYLAND, Now. 12, 1793.

The only piece of good news I can inform you of at prefent
is, That anacquaintance of mine, living near Little York. in Vir-
ginia,mentions a gracious and wonderfui revival of religion among
the poor Ethiopians in his neighbourhood~—that 40 negroes were
baptized in one day, and that the work went on aftonifhingly.

rz ALIST



( 76}
A LIST

FOR 1793.

Or the PRINCIPAL BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS which have
been /lately printed by the BaprTtists; with a few others,
whofe Authors are here diftinguithed by the denominations
to which they belong.

Rev. James Bicueno, Newberry.

The Signs of the Times; or, the Overthrow of the Papal Ty-
ranny in France, the prelude of Deftruétion to Popery and
Defpotifm, and of Peace to Mankind. 8vo. pp. 78. Price
15. 6d. 1794.

Second Edition, with large additions.
Sold by Parfons, and Thomas, London ;Cottle, and James, Briftol

MR. BICHEXO'S SYNOPTICAL TALLE OF PROPHETIC NUMBLERS.

T he 23000 years, Dan. viii.
14, which comprehend the
length of the vifion, from 4
diftinguifhed pufhing of the| -

When Xerxes fet out to in-
vade Greece with §5,000,000
of followers, and who'e wars|
were prefigured, DNan. viii.
4y 20, bv the puthing of 2

A.C.
1819.

When the tranfe
greffion of defo-

Perfians for conqueft, to the
cleanfing of the fGadiary,
begin in the year H

ram, and end in the year

lation iha'l end,
Dan, viii, £3.and
the abomination

The 1260 years, When the code of Juftini- f .
}znn. vii. 25. xii. '75. an {the ftrong ho]d]ofcle-! ‘?hlc‘h Sat(}rl;:adb
ev, Xi. 2y 3. Xi. 6, rical tyranny) was firt] . i
T4.xiii.s. the period publithed, Zx)md aboutl g’;‘; 'ff‘:f,,f:‘;f,f;
of the profperigy of which time this ame em-l of[],c‘éuth fhall
the pagal beatt, til peror declared the Bithep: be brousht to a
the commeacement;A. C, ‘of Rome the judge of all, A.C, eriod "bm Xk,
of the decifive at-] §29. ' but himfeif to bs judged. 1789, { when ‘;I " T
sack on his ufurpa- by no cne, and when alin his °

tions, begin in the the otder of Benedic-| prof-
year ine monKs,the great sup- perity
. port of the papacy, was ‘termis
founded ; and end in the| nates.
year {
The 1290 vears,
Dan. xii. 11, which
eomptehend, be- .
fides the12¢o vears| 529. ‘and end in the year . . | 1819,
30 years move for|
the  confli¢t  with]
Antichriftybegin in
the {(ame year
‘The 1335 vears,
2+ xii, I2. wkLich
are to bringto a dill
more blelcd pe-
riod, begin, in thei A, C.
fame year ! 520, 'and end in the year e e . 1864,
‘L he Witnettes, Rev,«i, ! But who, after be- When the

are fain by Lewis ing politicaily dead French confti-
1V, when he repealed three lupar days tueat Aflembly
the Edict of Nantes, aud) A, C. jand a haif, or about! A. C, |declared for
tormented, piundered, | 1695, l105 vears, begin te] 1789..civil and Reli-
banifhed, and murdered, revive in the year gious Liberty.
near 2,co0,000 ©  his
Protefiznt 1wk clis, in
the year i
This
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Thus the decifive attack of the Witnefles for-Civil and Religious Liberty, wvpon | A. C,
the errors, ufurpations, and tyrannies of the papal beaft, commerces in the year .. | 1735,
. i'o deftroy the papacy, ana other antichriftian de-potifms, ar leaft, fo far as to
amake .way for the reftoration of the Jews, and to prepare mankind for greater
blengs than have ever yetr been known upon earth, will take THIRTY years,
the period for exccuting the judgments predited in [a. xxvi. 22, 21, xxvii. I.
Joel iii. g,---15. Zeph,_iii. 8. as aifo for the gathering the vintage and pouring out
of the vials, which are to be the means of cleanfing the fan@®uary , . . . . 39

“To gather and try the Jews preparatory to their converfion, to Gefiroy the remairs
of tyranny, and to purify and enlarge the Gentile Church, will occupy FORTY
FIVE years more ; and at the end of which, it is likely, there will ke that glerious
dppearance of the Lord in favor of his fervauts, promifed in EzcK. xxxviii, xxxix,
aud Zech, xii, 8---14.xiv. and, it is probable, in Rev. xx. 9 Now the Jewith nation
is born at once, 17a. 1xvi. 8. and the diftant heatheas are to be converted to Chriftia- 45
nity, Ta. lii. 16---15. Jer. xvi, 19, Exek, xxxix. 21. This is the tine of which
Daniet fays, BLESSED Is HE THAT COMEIH TO IT, and which is the ——
year . . . B . . . . . . » . 1364

The Author of this work at the bar of criticifm, where que
mean NEITHER AT PRESENT, NOR IN FUTURE, tO arraign
him, nor any one elfe, has nothing to fear on the fcore of
genius. His ftatements, it muft be allowed, arecurious and en«
tertaining, even if they do not appear demonftrative to minds
pre-occupied with the Iaboured and magnificent plans of other
writers on the prophetic feriptures. Averfe from launching out
into the faithlefs ocean of conjeture, and tempting the main
without pilot or compafs, he embarks with caution and courage,
circumnavigates the fea of Revelation, and as he apprehends,
under the convoy of Daniel and John, at length finds himlelf in
a region where the horrid Juftinian Code firft made its appear-
ance ; and, at the very time when the infernal order of the Bene-
di¢tine Monks was inftituted. This notable period is the year
of Chrift 525—a period indeed which he allows is not mumerically
recorded in the facred writings, as his other data are, but which,
being a time of marked infamy, is, he thinks, moft probably zbe
{feafon from which the holy fpirit of prophecy would Lave us
count the rife, the reign, and the ruin of THE MAN OF siN,

Mr. Bicheno does not, with fome expofitiors, conceive that the

.three days and a half, the time the witnefles are to remain un-
buried in the ftreets, intei*d days of years to be counted accord-
ing to the Jewifh years of 360'days each, and fo making in all
1260 years, but he interprets them of /Junar days, as moft others
do the 42 months Rev. xiii. 5. reckoning, as the Jews cid, 30
to a month, which being multiplicd by téree, and adding ifteen
for the half day, makes 105, the number of years which elzpfed
between the revocation of the edi¢t at Nantes, and the wonderfu
revolution of 1789. ;

Whether this {cheme be preferable to others or’not, one o
its parts comes recommended tc us by its originality, and al
the reft by their fimplicity. The fcripture numpers here intro-
duced remarkably agree, and a fum, in which prophecy ftands
indebted to hiftory, after a long credit of ages, feems liquidated
when the ¢ French conftituent Aflembly,” as Mr. B. phrafes it,
«¢ declared for civil and religious liberty in 1789.” Here, there-
fore, he ftrikes the fir/#? balance. Then, with diftinguifhed acu-
men, looking through the vifta of futurity, he calculates, that

F3 the
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the account cerrent of all their affairs will be fnally fitled in the
year 1864, when the Lord will glorioufly appear in favour of his
people—when the Jewith nation fhall be born at once—the dif-
tant heathen be converted to chriflianity, and ail the ends of the
earth {ee the falvation of God.

We take our leave of wis work, the body of which cannot
but be interefting to the friends of civil and religious liberty,
flattering ourfelves that the ingenuity of the plan wiil procure
it a multitude of readerz, and being afiuied, ifom the well
knoswn ingenucus difpofitic of he author, ot he will be the
laft of men to hinder our fu:l ex>mination of it; and the firft,
if neceflary, to promote its turther difcuffion.

Rev. Isaac Backus, Middleborough, Maflachafetts.
The Teitimony of the Two Witnefies explained and vindicated:
. with a few Remarks on the late writings of Dr. Hemmenway
and Dr. Lathrop. 24 editicr, improved. 8vo. pp. 47. Price 6d.

Sold by Hall, Bofton, in New England ; and by Thomas Thomas,
Hound{ditch, London.

- Rev. WirLwram Burron, London.

National Calamities tokens of -the divine -Dijpieafure; a Sermon
preached .at the Mceting-houfe, Dean-firect, Tooley-firzet,,
Southwark, on Feb. 28, 1794, being the d:y appointed for
a General Faft. Text, Jer. viii. 6. I bearkered ard heard
but they [pake not aright : no man repented him of bis avickednefs,
Saying, What have I done ? Every one turned to his courfe as
the horfe rufbeth inio the batile.. 8vo. pp. 33. Price 6d.

Sold by the Author, and by Trap, Taylor, and Thomas, London.

This fermon, in becoming language, very ferioufly deplores
the unhappy war in which we are involved, and the internal di-
vifions of the Rritifh empire; all which the zuthor attributes to
profligacy and profanefs—to luxury, . diffipation, and an ardent
purfuit of hurtful amufements—to an awful contempt cf diviae re-
velation—taq the pride of individuals, and the National haugh-
tinefs which has fo long charaéterized us.—<¢ Crimes,” 1o ufe
his own expreflion, ¢ attended with the moft heinous aggrava-
tions . . . As our privileges have been, and ftill are very great,
under perhaps the beft framed c1viL coNsTiTUTION 1n the
world.” . . Liften and let him exprefs his opinion freely. Without.
fear or fhame he gives us his political creed in one line of his own,
and by this bold extraét from Dr. Evans’s fermon on Biicifh Con-
ftitutional Liberty. ¢¢ The Britifh Confiitution unites the {pirit,
power, and fplendour of an adfolute monarchy withoutits tyranny,
the wifdom of an ariffocracy without its oppreflicn, and the free-
dom of a demecratic, or popular government, without its licen-
tioulnefs and diforder; into one uniform, comgsact fifierm of govern-
ment, which is the pride of every honeft Englifaman, &c.”” Mr.
Button's motives for introducing this quotatiun, which, no doubt,
were numerous, will moft probubly meet the approbation of a//
his connefltions, «fpecially as he has virtue enough to adnﬁit,_

what
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what it would have been unpardonable in this ftatement to have
omitted, that itis pofible for our fuperiors to fin, and that ¢ under
the prefent government there are aABUsEs,” and that ¢ their RE-
MEDY is certainly defirable.” Ts this preaching politics ? if it be,
then God fpeed the plow. But call it what we will, it evidently
difcovers more urb:nity and love of cur country than the con-
duét of thofe who, initead of urging a temperate reform, are for
ever telling you, that minifters and profeflors thould have nothing
to do with politics; while they themfelves are loquacious in the
parleur, in the pulpit, from the prefs; loquacious ewery where on
thefe fubjeéts, not indeed for your politics, but for their own*.
The latter part of this fermon confiits of fuitable remarks, ac-
cording to the {pirit of the text, on the divine oblervation of
our words and condu@®, our want of repentance and felf examin-
ation, The author then concludes by recommending earneit
prayer to God both for national deliverance, and the fulfilment of
prophecy, in the accomplithment of which he is affured 2/ will
ée awell, Headds, ¢ I fhall then hope for Great Britain . . . and
not for Great Britain conly, BuT FOR ALL THE NATIONS OR
the Globe. And T do hope that the prefent commotions in the
earth will iffue in the fpread of the knowledge of Chrift, in the
eftablifament of the Redeemer’s kingdom, apd .the downfal of
Antichrift; which may the Lord hatten in his time.”” To this
prayer all his devotional readers will no doubt fay, dmen.

Rev. Tuoumas Duwn, (lately from Englov?.) Philadelphia.
dbe equality of Rich and Poor. A Sermon pre:caed *n the Prifon

of Philadelphia, De-. 12, 1:¢3, being the .ay ap;ointed for

Humiliation and Thanfgiving on the ceasing of the iat- ipi-

demical fever. Text, Prov. xx. 2. The ric and poc: .ncet

together, the Lord is the make- of them all.  Sve. pp. 24. 1733

Printed by Mr. Dobfon, Philadelphia.
E

Late Rev. JonaTuan Ebwarbs,

Prefident of the College of New Jerfey.
Mifcellaneous Obfervations on Impurtant Theological fubjedts,
' original and colle®ed. 1zmo. pp. 476. 1793

Sold by Gray, Edinburgh; Veraor und Hood, _ondon.
Of the merits of this publication fome cz.calation may be made
from the Preface to it, written by the Rev. Dr. Erfkine of ..din-
burgh.

PresipEnT Epwarps has left many manufeript voiumes of

* This account of Mr. Button’s picce is crza fully admitted. I rmean
not to praife or blame’ the perfon tha: dv v it up, whoever he te
it from me rathly to determine in a momenr, wherner it ve righior
wrong ia the good man to introduca 6 aut.ful guotation cr piics,
I rather incline to think, that if ne @:a wrong in i, hio fin was
one of the lealt commitied' on the 1.0t say—and this {zid, [ make but
two remarks, 1. As to mvfelf, in the whole courte 5 mv miniftry, 1 never
faid Zaif fo much about politics as is containea in 1is pa:2graph.
2. If any man can read this fermon without advantage, it muit be his
own fault, and not the Authors. EpiTor. X

F 4 ’ Oblfervations
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obfervations, on aimoit 2ll fubje@s in divinity, which ecither oc-
curred to him from his own meditation, or from the hooks he
read. He wrote thefe volumes, not with any defign they theuld
ever be publilhed in their prefent form, but that he might re-
tain thoughts which appeared to him worth preferving. beth for
his own ymprovement, and for the infiruétion and edifization of
others. The judicious author ¢f the life of this great and good
man, gave his opinion, Part IV, Seé. 1. That from thefe manu-.
feripts a number of velames migzht be pablified, which though
more imperfe& than if the Author had prepared them for pub-
lic view, would afford much new light and entertainmen’ to the
church of Chrift. The high and well merived repetadon not
only of the beoks prepared for the prefs by the Prcfident, but of
the fermons publithed fince his deatn, have occafioned many fo-
licitatiens to his fon, Dr. Edwards of Newhaven, to colleét and
-print fuch part of thofe manuferipts os might be generzlly ufe-
tul. In complicnce with thefe requefis, he has not grudged the
labour of tranfcribing this veiume of mifcellanies, which, if it
prove acceptable, will be followed by more, as the Doctor’s
_health and leifure permit. _

Many important and original thoughts occur in,
Part I. On the Evidences of revzaled Religion: e. g.

Moral and religious knowiedge oniy from revelation, § 19.

Chrift and his apoftles taught not that the lalt judgement was
near, § 44. :

Tefus’s prophecies, a procf that he was the Chrift, and that he
was God, § 29. 6. .

Propriety of ‘the general judgement, § 59

Reafonablenefs of fome particular deGrines, § 62.

Miracles of Jéfus not oppofed by counterfeit miracles, § 65.

Miracles of Jefus fuperior to thofe under the Old Teftament,
§ 68.

Much inftru@tion concifely conveyed by {cripture metaphors,
§ 81,

Excellencies of feripture hiftory, § 8z.

Propriety of gradual improvement in underftanding the ferip-
tures. § 83. '

Propriety of room being left for difcovering truth by fcrip-
ture confequences, § 84.

The neceflity of divine revelation vindicated againft Tindal
and others, § ¥7. 94. p. 257—331.

Jefus proved the Chrift, from his deftroying heathen idolatry
according to fcripture prophecy, § 97. .

Propagation of Mahometanifm not parallel to that of Chrif-
tiznity, § 99.
" State of the Jewifh nation, an evidence of revealed religion,

1C0.

Obfervaticn on Chrilt’s miracles, § 105—107.

In Part II. Equuliy firiking and judicious are many of the
reflexions on the myfteries ¢f revelation, and in
" Part. 11I. on the Trinity, and Divinity of Chrift.

[ o ' ’ Many.
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Many, therefore, who relifh folid recfoning on retigicus fub.

jeéts, though not adorned with the beauties of eloguence, will

- deem themieives much indebted to Dr. Edwards for gathering
thefe ‘ragracnts, that nothing might be ioft.

Some whe had purchaled and read Archbithop Tillotfon’s
{fermons, Sizpferi Theologia Polemica, Bennet’s Infpiration of
the Scripures, “rotius de Veritate Religionis Chrifiane, Sir
Ifaac Newton’s Ci::onnlogy, Religion of fefus Delineated, Deifm
revea.ed, and Jones ou the Canon, may poflibly wiih that the
large quotations from them had been omitted. But Dr. Edwards
was advifed to publith them, as they may prove an anti’ote to
the deifiical notions fpreading in fome parts of America where
thef: books are in few hards, The Prefident’s originality of
genius, wnd attachmen: to Calvinift principles,’did not hinder his
fecking and finding infiru@ion in their writings, whofe fyfiem
of theology was very oppofite to his. [t were weli, if in this
he was imitated by all who poffefs diftinguithed talents, and whe
boait of liberality of fentiment.”

Rev. JonaTran Epwarps, D. D. (a ‘Congregational
‘Munifter), New Haven, Conneéticut.

¥ Al divine Truth profitable, illuftrated in a Sermon preached
at Hamden, Jan. 11, 1792 ; at the Ordination of the Rev.
Dan. 3rad.2y to the paftoral Charge of the firft Church in
Whitos-town, in vhe ftate of New Yori, on Aéts xx. 20.
Aud Lomn T kcpt &0 uothing that «was profitable unto you. 8vo.
Pp- 4<- 179.. ’

2. A oermon delivered at the Funeral of the Henourable Roger
Sherman, jilq. Senator of the United States of America, who
- deceifed the 23d of july 1793, on Plalm xlvi. 1. God és our
refige and ﬁrengtb, a very prejent belp in trouble, 8vo. PP- 24-
1793 . )
‘ Sold by Mr. Morfe, New Haven.

Rev. Joun Ersxine, D. D.

One of the Minifters of che High Church of Edinburgh.
Tre juts! Confequences and the General Scurces of dnmarchy; a

Difcourfe on Ifulah xxiv. 1, 5. Beiold, the Lord maketh the

earti ewistsy, and mancth it wafle, and turneth it upfide down, and

Seattereth o hroad the inbabitats toeresf, &c, Preacked in the

Old Grey Vriars Church. before the Mugiftrates of Edinburgh,

Sept. 7, 1,92, 8vo. pp. 45. b'rice & . 1793. ‘

Sc¢id by Gray, BEdinburgh; and Vercor, London.

The Venerable Author of the above Difcourfe was folicited
to publifh it by the late and prefent Lord Provoft of Edinburgh,
and all the iMcmbers of the Cld Grey Friars, Kirk-feflion, who
were his hearers—(Gentlemen whofe rank and charaéter gave
great weight to their requeft,

' Rev.
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Rev. Joux Fchm—:r, A, M. near Halifax.

1. The Crofs of Chrift confidered; in a letter addreffed to
Chriftians of all denominations, 8vo. Price zd.

2. Letters to his Friends, by the Rev. John Parker, late Mini-
fter of the Gofpel at Wain{gate, in Wad{worth, near Halifax.
With a fketch of Lis life and charaéler, by John Fawcett.:
12 mo. pp. 214. Price 1s. 6. in boards, 1794.

Sold by Wills and Button, London ; Thomfon, Manchefter, &c.

Rev, Anprew FuirLEer, Kettering.

‘The Calviniftic and Socinian Syftems examined and compared,
" as to their Moral Tendency ; in a Series of Letters addreffed
to the Friends of vital and prattical religion, efpecially thofe
among the Prote{tant Diflenters. 8vo. price 3s. 6d. in boards,

1793.
Thofe who purchafe 6 books may have a 7th gratis.

Sold by Batton, Thomas, Mathews, and Gardiner, London;
by James, Briftol ; and Smith, Sheffield.

Before Dr. Prieftly left England, an eminent miniiter of the
Independent denomination afked him, ¢ Whether he had feen
Mr. Fuller’s piece on Socinianifm?”’ the Do&or faid, ¢ He had
not.” To which this Gentleman replied, ¢ Then, Sir, be aflured
that it behoves you to fee it.”” The man who, in-any circle,
recommends this publication, rifks nothing, but does credit to
his underftanding and his heart. Some of the beft judges of
_polemical divinity, among the proteftant Diflenters, have faid,
that the work is an-ornament to the Author and his connexions ;
and, without exception, one of the beft human compofitions they
ever read. We have the pleafure to announce a jzcond edition
of it juft iffuing from the prefs, which, we hope, will make way
for another.

But it would be an increafing felicity could we add, That a
fubfcription is opened by the afluent*, among the friends of
primitive religion, for purchafing the whole impreflion, in a way
molt reipectful to the author, and for printing a fmaller, or elfe
an abridged edition, the whole to be diftributed among poor
Minifters and Chriftians. How much good might be done by
a prudent and well-timed benevolence of this fort, year afier
year, when any interefting publications throw themfelves in
our way ! ' o

* The Editor of thefe fheets does not take rank among the affluent,
but he will be happy, as an indiv.dual, to encourage the above laudable
plan, fhould it meet the general approbation, and be agreeable to the
author, into whofe mind, itis probable, thie thought never yet enteved,

Attributed
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Attributed to Mr. Wi L_I:XAM GrvrEs, London.
The Guide to Domeftic Happinefs. Iﬁ A Series of Letters.
Though fools fpurn Hymen’s gentle pow’rs,

We who improve his golden hours,
By fweet experience know,
That marriage rightly underftood,
Gives to the tender and the good,
A Paradife below.
Fourth Ediiion, 12mo. pp. 9o, 1793,
Seold by Dilly and Button, London.

H.
Rev. RoserT Harr, A. M. Cambridge.
An Apology for the Freedom of the Prefs, and for Liberty.
- To which are prefixed Remarks.on Bithop Horfley’s fermon,
preached on the 3o0th of janu:ry laft.
Shall truth be filent becanfe folly frowns ? Youne.
CoNTENTS. ’
Section 1. On the Right of Public Difcuffion.
II. On Affoci:tions.
1II. On a Reform in Parliament. :
IV. On Theories and Rights of Man,
V. On Differters.
V1. On the Caufes of the Prefent Difcontents.
8vo. pp. 103, I'rice 2s. 6d. 17g3.
Sold by Robinfon, London; Lunn, Cambridge; and James at
* Briftol.
Rev. Hexry HorLcomBe, Eshaw, South Carolina.

1. A Sermon on Ifaiah lisl. 1. Who hath bilieved our report?
¢ Containing a bricf {{lultration and defence of the dofrines
commoniy calied Calviniftic. Preached before the Charlefton
Affociation of Baptift Charches, Nov. 7, 1791. 8vo. pp. 30.

1793-
A Sermon occaficned by the death of Mr. Charles Eealer,
who cheerfully refigned his foul to God, March 13, 1792,
in the ggth year of his age. Text, John xi. 25. [ am the
refurreciion and the life, be that believerh or me though be awere
dead, yet (ball be live. 8vo. pp. 12. 1793.
Soid by Meflrs. Markland and M’Iver, Charlefton.
: Koo
Rev. Joun Kxorr, Chatham.

A Vindication of the Dolrine of the Godhead of Jefus Chrift,
- in anfiver to, Mr. §. Kingsford’s publication, entitled, The

Supremzcy of God the Father, and the Inferiority and Sub-

ordination of Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, afierted and prov-

ed. 12 mo. pp. 34. Yrice 4d. 1793.
Sold by Button, London.

¢

Rev.
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L.
Rev. Joun Lippon, Hemel Hempitead.

The General Relicions Inflruction of the Poor, the fureft Means of
provicing univerjal National Happinefs : reprefented in a Sermon
preacied on September 30, 1792, at Hemel Hempftead,.
Herts ; for the Benefit of tae Sunday Schools eftablifhed in

that Town.

Sermon 1.

I1.

11I.
1v,
V.
VI.
Vil
VIIL

IX.
)
XL
XIIL
X1,

XIVv.
XV.

XVI
XVIL

gvo. pp. 31. Price 6d. Sold by Dilly, London.

M.
Rev. Joun Martin, London.

Sermons on the Chara&ter of Chrift.

CONTENTS.
On the Prophecies of Chrift.
On the Pre-exiftence of Chrift.
On the Incarnation of Chrift.
On the Infancy and Youth of Chrift.
Cn the Baptifm of Chrift.
On the Temptations of Chrift
On the Miracles of Chrift.
On the Preaching of Chrift.
* Pofifeript Sermon VIII.
Chrift calling others to Preach.
On the Sententious fayings of Chrift.
Prophetic Declarations of Chrift.
On the Sufferings of Chrift.
On the Refarreétion of Chrift.
= Appendix to Sermon XI[I,
On the Afcenfion of Chriit.
* Appendix to Sermon X1V,
On the Interceflion of Chrift.
On the Second Coming of Chrit.
Chrift the Sum of the facred Scriptares.

# Lrrata and Note
Printed for I. Martin, Bookfeller, 432, Oxford-fireet, London,
8vo. pp. 456, Price 7s. 6d. in boards.

. R.
Rev. Wirriam Ricrarps, A. M. Lynn.

A Serious and plain di‘courfe concerning Baptifm, in its Con-
nexion with the firit Principles and Spirit of Chriftianity :
‘Wherein the Rite itfelf is carefuily and diftiné&tly pointed out ;
ats Scriptural Saljefzs clearly and fully afcertained; and its
Dingort and Defign, or the Do&rine it is intended to convey
caimly and honeitly delineated, Written originally in the
Weith Language, and addrefled to the candid, the difpaflicn-
ate, and the inquifitive among Pzdobaptiit of the Principality.
To which are now added, fome Thoughts on the Perpetuity
of that Chriftian Ordinance. 8vo. pp. 54. Price 1s.

Sold by Button, Thomas, and Taylor, London.
Jouy
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Jou~ Rirron, London.

1. The BapT1sT ANNUAL REGISTER for 1790, 1791, 1792,
and part of 1793; including Sketches of the ftate of Reii-

gion among different Denominations of good Men at home and
abroad, ‘

From Eaft to Weft, from North to South,
Now be his Name ador’d !

Evurore, with all thy millions, fhout
Hofannahs, to thy Lerd !

Asxa and Arrica, refound
From fhose te fhore his fame;

And thou AMerica, in fongs,
Redeeming love proclaim.

Q&avo pp. 594, including hexds of the Rev. Dr. Evans, the
Rev. Rcbert Hall, and the Rev. Dr. Manning, with a Pg-
lymetric ‘I'able of America. Price 6s. 6d. half boundand let-
tered.  Sewen copies for fix.

2. The Baptiff Catechifin, commerly called Keach’s*Catechifm
_or, A brief Inftrution ix the principles of the Chriftizn Reli-
gion, agreeable to the Confellion of Faith put forth by the
Elders and Brethren of many congregations of chriftians
{baptized upon Profeflion of their Faith) in London, and in

the country ; owning the doftrines of perfonal eletion and
final Perfeverance.

Compared with the early editions, and revifed,

With proofs, at 18s. an hundred.
Without proofs, at gs.

3. A Scripture Manual; or, a plain reprefentation of the Ordj-
nance of Baptifm: defigned for the ufe of all who would an-
fwer a good confcience towards God, and give a reafon of
their Faith and Prafice with meeknefs and fear.

Price 1d. or 7s. 6d. a hundred.

4. Advice to Students having in view the Chriftian Miniftry,
addreficd to them at the Academy in Briftol, by the late Rev.
Caleb Evans. D. D.

Price 3d. or zs. a dozen.

5. The gth edition of a Seleétion of Hymns from the beft au-
thors, intended to be zn Appendix to Dr. Watts’s Hymns and
Piaims ; with the names of {uitable tunes placed over each
Hymn. 1793. ]

12 mo. Price 3s-—hetter paper, and bound in calf, 3s. 6d.

»,+ Geced a'lowance to thofe who purchafe a quantity.
The above, and 2)fo iir. Rippon’s Seletion of Tunes, price ss.
(a 7th copy «f which book isallowed on every fix), may be
had cf bir. R poen, and of all the perfons in England and
America whc (el the Regifler,

Rgv.
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Rev. Joun Ryranp D. D. Briftol. ‘

The Earneft Charge énd bumble Hope of an affedtionate Paftor ;bein§
the fubftance of three Difcourfes addreffed to the Church an
Congregation, in College-lane, Northampton, Dec. 1, 1793.
and publifhed at their requeft, 1zmo. pp. 72. Price 1s.

Sold by Button and Thomas, London; Brown, James, and Cottle,

Briitol.

Thefe were Dr. Ryland’s farewel fermons to the Church at
Northampton, in confequence, both of the repeatedly unani-
mous invitations he received from the Baptift Church in Broad-
mead, Briftol, to become their Paftor ; and the preffing folici-
tations of the Briitol Education Society, and its numerous friends,
to become the Prefident of the Academy. The difcourfes were
printed in comphance with the parting requeft of the church
at Northampton, to whom they are dedicated, ina preface of
mingled humility and love. They feem intended as a ferious me-
mento to his old friends of what they had been taught ; and as
a faithfol harbinger to his new conne&tions, of what they
might expe@. It is much more eafy 10 conjefture than to ex-
prefs, what his feelings muft have been on this occafion. ¢ Six
and twenty years,” fays he, < had I been your fellow member,
Y had preached to you conftantly near three and twenty, and
been your paftor above twelve; nor were we ever more clofely
and cordially united than at the time when the providence of
God called me away from you, in {o unexpe@ted a manner.”
The well informed, concerning this removal of our excellent
friend, know not which of the three moft to admire—his pru-
dent, deliberate, well advifed conduét—the wife choice of one
church—or the benevolent facrifice made by the other. But
difficult as this parting work muft have been, the good man
properly addrefled himfelf to it.

The two firlt difcourfes are on A&sxx, 31. WaTcH AND
REMEMBER. After fome brief but pertinent remarks

I. On Chriftian watchfulnefs—on a devout remembrance of
paft inftru@®ions and warnings, profeflions and experiences, dan-
zers and deliverances, and on the connection which fubfifts be-
tween thefe two duties—The Author proceeds

II. To apply the folemn charge particularly to profeffed
chriftians ) . :

. ‘1. With reference to the articles of their FaiTH. Here

having obferved, That we are never well informed of the

truth till we are conformed to it—he thus diftributes his advice :
<« Watch againft a {pirit of dogmatical arrogance and bigotry ;
remember you are far from inéllibility, or perfeétion in know-
ledge; and others have an equal nght of private judgment
with yourfelves.—#Wazch againtt a {pirit of. boundlefs curiofity,
and a fond love of novelty : remember you are warned not to af-
fe&t to be wife above what is written, or to intrude into things
that are unfeen: but at tlie fame time, waich againtt a lazy indif*
fererce to a progreflive acquaiitance with the things of God,

and remember, that the Bible contains an unexhaufted mine of reli-
gious
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gious knowledge, which you have not yet explored.—Watch a-
gainft all notions which flatter human pride, and that encourage
the idea of merit in a finner; and ever remember, That the de-
fign of God in the gofpel is to abale all the haugh:inefs of man,
that his free grace may be exalted as the only fource of a fin-
ner’s falvation ; and wwaich equaily againft fentiments which tend
to encourage licenticulne(s or floth: remember it is Chrift’s de-
fign to bring apoftate creatures back . to God.—Wazch againft
all fentiments that oppcfe God’s moral government, and make
void his law ; either as reprefenting the wnregenerate as fallen
below all obligations to any thing fpiritually good, or the re-
generate as rarfed above every idea of duty ; remember, that the
law of God is too Aely, juff, and good, to admit of any abrogation.
or abatement,—While I warn you againft every thought -that
wouid impeach the equity of the divine Gowermment, I would
equally caution you to rejeét every idea that militates againft
the fovereign freenefs of Grace.—Watch againft degrading ideas
of the perfon of CHRIST ; remember, he is the only foundation of
a finner’s hope, and that the éfficacy of his atoning facrifice de-
pends on the dignity of his perfon,as God over all bleffed for ever.
~—Watch againft the denial of the perfonality, divinity, and ef-
feCtual operaticns of the HoLy SpiriT ; remember, that the ap-
plication of redemption is no lefs neceffary than its impetration ;
and as our guilt could be removed by none but a divine Re-
deemer, fo our degravity cannot be fubdued but by a divine
Sanétifier —H arch againit the abufe of thofe important do&rines;
remember, that thz foundation which God hath laid, is adapted
to fuftain an holy temnple, and no other kind of building will
accord therewith.—In fine, watch againtt all fentiments that would
leffen your abhorrence of fin, prevent holy joy in God, or make
you careicls of your moral condut; remember, he who hath
delivered us from the curfe of the law, hath not leflened our
obligations to obedience. He came not to fave his people from
their duty, but from their fins, Think not that the proms/z of pex-
feverancc fuperfedes the Jduty of perfevering.

Dr. Ry'and then applies the charge,

2. To cariffian rxpeRIENCE,

Let cach one swazch bis ow N HEART. remembering the charge
given by the wifeft of men, ¢ Keep thy heart withall diligence’
for out of it sre the iffues of life.—Watch againft hypocrify
and felf-decepiion; vememéber that God cannot be deceived, and
“ vill nut be iocked.”’—Watch againft formality and felf-
rightcouinefs ; rewenber, 25 an antidote ag2inft the former, that

. God desnands tre seart, and as a prefervative from the latter,
that ¢ %y tho deesde of the law there fhall no flefh thbe juftified
~—}aseh ot any one fnovld be fourd to have only the femblance
o converfion, and not really be < born of God :*’ remember, that
countes feir grase il -oov be detedted. .

i#7atch again® thole oirtial pEFECTS which too often attend the.
expérience of true Chriftians, and which confift in that want of
proportion
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proportion in our views of divine things, and affefions towards
them, which greatly impairs the beauty of true religion : remember
tht God, in his word, has given his people the moft lovely and
contiftent difcoveries of all his glorious perfetions.

Watch againit thofe corrupt M1xTurEs which fometimes at-
tend the experience of real chritians, Many /fnful exercifes
of the heart may attend even the exercifes of grace, even in the
{eafons of our {weeteft enjoyments; remember, it is not your
being affuredly right in one thing, that will prove you right in
another.

Watch againlt sacksriping from God; remember, one ne-
¢le& leads to another, and God has faid, the backilider in
heart fhall be filled with his own ways.

Watch againit the DEGENERATING of your experience; re-
member and tremble, left it fhould iflue in your falling into open
and fcandalous immorality, dreadful darknefs and deipondency,
or thould prove all your paft experience to have been hypocrify
and delufion.

3. To our pracT1cEand vifible behaviour before men, the lan-
guage of the text is next applied—and thus the brethren are en-
treated : Be aatchful over the whole tenor of your lives ; remember,
¢ the graceof God teacheth us” to ¢ live {oberly, righteoufly, and
godly in this prefent world.”  Watch over your tempers, appe-
tites, affeCtions and paffions—and againft the beginning of temp-
tations. Whatever you make an idol of will be a crofs to you,
if you belong to God, and a curle to you if you do not.—Study
relative duties.—Shew that you love univerfal holinefs : remember,
¢ He that faith, he abideth in him, ought himfelf alfo to walk,
even as he walked.”

Watch over your own condu& in the management of your
fecular concerns; remembering, that the fathion of this world
pafleth away. #atch your temper and conduét towards the ene-
mies of religion : remember, < The wrath of man worketh not
the righteoufnefs of God.” Infiru& oppefers with meeknefs.
¢ Walk honeftly,” and ¢ in wifdom towards them that are
without.” Watch particularly over your difpofition and beka-
viour towards each other: remember, Chrift hath faid, ¢ By
this fhall all men know that ye are my difciples, if ye have love
one to another.” Finally, #%#ch againft all earthly mindednels,
and 2 worldly fpirit; and remember, that your citizenfhip is in

- heaven.

Our Author’s text in the evening was A&s xx. 26. Pure
FROM THE BLOOD OF aLL MEN. Through this difcourfe-alfo
we fhould have gladly followed him, had not our extraéts from
the two firft fermons been {o copious. But though we are de-
nied the pleafure of giving a {fyilabus of a fermon interefiing

_trom end 0 end ; one paflage of it may be feleted as a fair
fpecimen of the do&rine and manner, of the far greater part of the
Puritans, Nohconformifis, and other genuine Calvinifts. ¢ 1

have endeavoured,” fays he to his congregation, ¢ to thew you
: the
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the freenefs of Gofpel invitations, addreffed to the guilty, the
helplefs, and the vile ; without requiring any good qualificatiorfs
in them, as the preliminary ground of their right to come s the
Saviour. Yes, and I now agxin aflure you, on better authority
than that of good John Bunyan, that the gofpel is good nezvs to
the vileff of men, and that any finner on earth, who has heard of
Chrift, may Come, and awelcome to him, for his complete {al-
vation. You need not fr/# know your eletion, or prove
your regeneration, neither of which can be proved or
known while you rejec him; but though the former is the re-
mote, and- the latter the immediate caufe of any man’s em-
bracing the Redeemer, both arc entirely fecret, till the heart
is united to Chrift, and aétually coincides with the great ends
of his redemption. ¢ Unto you, O men, I call,” in the Redeem-
er’s name, for his < Voice is to the fons of men,’ as felf-ruined,
and helplefs, < without ftrength,” and ¢ ungodly.’ ¢ Lock
unto me,’ faith he, ¢ and be yt faved, all the ends of the
earth, for I am God, and there is none elfe.” There is not a
finner in this congregation but has as fair a warrant to apply to
the Saviour as any of the faints now in glory had; previous to
their firft application. Whoever enquires, ¢ May I ceme to
Chrift, and will he receive me if T do?’ Ireply boldly, yes,
you may, and he will undoubtedly fave you with an everlatting
falvation. If yourqueftion were, ¢« How may I know that I awve
been with Chrift?” Iihould give a different anfwer; I fhould
enquire what have you recewved from him? I fhould bid you,
¢ Lxamine, if you be in the faith,” and if Chrift’s image is
formed within you? But for the ground of your encouragement
to come to him, I with you may feek for nothing eife bu: tie
gracious and indefinite cavL of his word. 1 know this to be the
do&rine of the o/d Calvinifts, and I believe it to be the coc-
trine of Gov’s worp, and had I preached the coatrary for
many* years paft, I could not have thought myfelf zure from the
blood of all men. On this ground it is that I have treated Un-
belief as a fin, and the werf? of all fins, Yet carefully explain-
ing my meaning, that by unbelicf T do #o# intend a doubting
of your own fafety, which I with all to do who have net fcrip~
taral evidence of it. But by unbelief I mean, an averfation
of mind from God’s method of falvation, a difcrediting of God’s
teftimony concerning his Son, a rejeltion of Chrift’s mediatien,
a refufal to reft with complacency in the do&rine of the crofs,
or an habitual unwillingnels to return to God inthe name of Jelus.”
N Sv .
Rev. Soromox StoppaRD,
Paftor to tue church at Northampton in New England, from the
. year 1683 to 17z9.

Tac Sefoty of appearing at the Day of Judgment, in'the righ-

teoufnels of Chrift, opened and applied. 12mo. Price 15. 1732.

Ourvenerable friend, theRev. Dr. Ersxix e of Edinburgh, has
favoured us with the following account of chistreatife, and itsau-

MAY 1704 G thor



fole) LIST OF PUBLICATIONS FOR 1793, &c.

thor. <« Mr. Stoddard was paltor 46 years of a church at Northamp-
ton, New England where he died, 1729, in the 86 year of his
age. His 1ermons were fearching and experimental, yet ratio-
nal and argumcntative ; and often peculiarly fuited for awaken-
ing the fecurc, direfting in the great work of falvarion, and
afifting the doubtful in judging their {piritual ftate. Thrice in
the courfe of his miniitry, therc were remarkable feafons of
general religious concern, and of numerous converfions among
his people. [t is no wonder that one fo diligent and fuccefsfal in
the work of the Lord washighly efteemed and beloved by a church,
moit of whole members had been brought up under his miniftry.
Though his fiation was in a remote corner of New Euagland,
his ftrength of genius, depth of judgment, acutenels in reafon-
ing, and knowledge of divinity, were fo uncommon, that, in
difficult cafes, his advice was much fought and valued, and his
influence great threugh the whole of that country. By his diftin-
guithed talents, and high reputation, he profelyted many to an
oplaion, oppofite to the general fentiments at that time, and,
as his grandfon, Frefident Edwards, has fhewn, oppofite alfo to
Scripture, viz. That {fome who fufpe@, or know themfelves un-
converted, may, notwith{tanding, lawfully partake of the
Lord’s fupper. Dr. Increafe Mather, and others, who juftly dif-
approved and oppofed that notion, with a laudable candour and
impariiality, acmired and recominended his practical writings.
His moft valuable work, Te fafety of appearing in the Righeou
ref of Chrif, thrice, in a fhort time, printed at Bofton, was
never, tiil now, publifhed in Britain.

Tt examines not learned, critical, or philofophical objettions
acainft the doé&rine of Imputed Righteoufnels; but, in a plain
and pradical firain opens the ground and encouragements of
faith; refolves the doubtscfa jezious unbelieving heart, and un-
folds the fubtile workings of a felf-righteous fpirit. la thefe
views, it 13 the beft treatie I know on the fubjet; though tho’e
will think otherwifs, who relifh the beauties of language and
¢omnofition more than they regard the importance and jultnefs
H IMenLE,

] agree with fome of my worthy brethren, of different denomi-

15, that i has inaccurate expreflions, But the general ten-
deney of the Look is to fhew, that our claim to the pardon of
fin, and accepianc: with God, is not founded on-any thing
wroaghs in us, or aftad by vs, but only on the Righteoufaefs of
Chrit.  The Author therefore means not thefe ambigious ex-
preifions in the dangeious funfe in which fome have vfed them :
znd the book contuins 2 filutary artidote againit the poifon which
theiz exprefiions have fometimes conveyed.  If it is afked, Why
1 &id not alter or expunge thefe obaoxious expreflions? I reply,
Eeazule I had no right to do it; and fuch freedoms with' dead
arthors, appeir to me, prefumptuous and unjuft.

May the divine blefling rencer this treatife as uleful in Seot

Jind as it has been in Americal”
Rev.

natens
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Rev. Dan TavLor (a General Baptift) London.

A Sermon occafioned by the death of Mrs. Elizzbeth Taylor who
departed this life, O%. 22, 1793, in the 49th year of her age:
With a fhort account of her lifz, and a delcription of her
chara&ter. Text, Plal. xlviil. 14. T/ God is our God jor ever
and ever, be will be our guide even unto death. 12mo. pp. 82, 1794.

Sold by the Author; Marfom, Kuott, Button and Ath, London.

Rev. Danisr Tourxer, A. M. Abingdon.

1. Letters Religiousand Moral, addreffed to a young Gentleman in
India, and others: defigned to infpire the minds of Youth
with the Love of Piety and Virtue. Second editien. 1zmo.
pp. 218. Price 3s. .

z. Free Thoughts on the Spirit of free Inquiry in Religion; with
caations againft the abufe of ir, and psriuafives to Candour,
Toleration and Peace, amongft Chriftians of all denominations.

Sold by Marfom and Thomas, London; and Watts Abiagdon.

ConNTENTS.

Seion. I. The Neceflity and Importance of free inquiry.

Se&. II. The Neceflity of great care and circamfpection in pur
inquiries. - '

Set. IIL. The neceflity of adhering to firft principles.

Se&. IV. A fair unprejudiced ftudy of the fcriptures recom-
mended.

Se@. V. Concluding refle&tions. *

12mo. pp. 148. Price 2s. fewed. 1793.
Sold by Johnfon, Knot, Marfom, and Themas, London.

Rev. Josuuva Tourmix, A. M. (a General Baptift) Taunton.

1. The Hiftory of thePuritans, or Proteftant Nonconformits, from
the Reformation to the Death of Queen Elizabeth; with an
account of their Principles ; their attempts for a further Refor-
mation in the Church; their Sufferings; and the Lives and
Charalters of their moft confiderabiz Divines. Vol I

By Danxier N:iar, A. M.
A new edition, revifed, correéted, and enlarged.

- To which are prefixed fome Memotrs of the Life and writings
of the Author. 8vo. pp. 524. price Gs. 64, Sold by Diliy*.
2. The Charalier and Reward of the fuiihful Servazi confidered and
improved. A {ermon preached at Bridgewatcr, Mureh 1o,
17933 on occafion of the much lamented dexk of the Rev.

Thomas Watfon. 8vo. pp. 3z, price 61. johnloa

* In a very pleafing letter which I have reccived {yom My. Tou
be fays, ¢ You will greatly oblige me bv anvy hiats or commum
which may tead to improve ey edition of Nei/, or to 216t n
()f CONTINUING THF HISTORY ©F THE DISSEMTLERS TO THT
Time””  He adds, ‘¢ Jtis meant, I anprefend, by Me. £ ivd, of ool
and Mr. Crutwwell of Bath, to keep the fubterintions epen til iz gk
volume is publifhed, when the price will be advaaced.” Lrpitos.
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ALISTOF THE PARTICULARBAPTIST MONTHLY MEETINGS,
IN LONDOK AND SOUTHWARK

IN THE YEAR 1793.

Place. . i To begin. i T o preacd. Tg?"rv{;.
Mr. Booth’s ITan. ;-:_.!S:enrs: ISwiin Tho. Thomas
My, Tim. Thomas’s Feb. 21Swain 8 diiems Rippon
Mr. Butten's ;Mar. 21 T:m Thomas Dore
Mr. Dore’s iApr. Tho, T
Mr. Martin's May ir
Mr. Swain’s .[un" B
Mr. Rippon’s (fuly z4iBut
Mr. Tho. Thomas’s Auz. 22 Dove
Dy, Stennett’s Se;r 1giRippon
My, Williame’s 0&. 24 Martin
Mr. Burnfide’s Nov. 21 Booth

The Minifter of each Place concludes the meeting.

The Soci e’y at Cr ,:p legate, not being certain of their con-

tmumg in a church {tate, wihed to be omitted i in the it of
Monthly ’V‘eetmgs for 1793.

The ten churches whoie minifters and meffengers confutate
the Parricurar Bar TisT Funp, {nire of wiich are regil
ered inthe above lift), colledted for 1793, £ €20 13 5 ferling;
which was diftributed this {pring 1794, to nd;'re it palt

churches, and fhdznts, in varicus pnr;: of Tnplund &.nd Wales.
Formerly a few of the more u:"'lunnt churches 1t coulry,
made an annual colle@ion, znd fent it 1o the fund in Lo

don.
There {eemns to bea grow'pt7 mcunatiun in {ovora s to
revive that benevoleat prafice. The Kev. M.. Kinzhorn’s
church at Norwich, laft year, took the Iead in this Le finefs, by
colie@ting f.7. 9. 4.—a circumftance this truly jieafiag, and
which furnithes an example, perl‘abs worthy of being copre d by
Sitfter Churches in the feveral counties, mavy of whom are both
equal in namber and fuperior in cir amftances to feversl of the
congregations in London, which, neverthelefs, aiways contribute
generouily to this inftitution.
The Mifion in Wales encouraged as ufual,

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FOUR COUNTRY CASES,

WHICH WERE PATRONISED IN LOKXNDON, 17353

Placs. - Prefented. 2ecammended. Wanted. Colindted,
‘S'x{ce l Feb. 6, 17 1703 3y (36
(Wottun-under edge | hn) 1, 1,~9 june 7, 1791 0436 924 3 8
Moleiton Jjune 35,1785 | Aus. 2, 1752 30 0 ¢
jShiplay Oct. 2, 1551{100 00| 6570
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A Sketch of the Prefbyterian Miflion in Nova ScoTia, extra&ed
" from a letter forwarded by the Rev. Dr. Ersxine of Edin~
burgh, to Mr. Rippon. ‘

TiiE GiweraL AssociaTe Sywmop, which met at Edin-
burzh in tie beginnihg of May laft year, are beartily grieved at
the relu&ance of Preachers to undertake Mifion: tu Norih Ame-
rica, whither they ka2 fent fuch as have been inclined to go
from time to time. Anicng the reit the Rev. Mr. M‘GrEcGog,
ordained by the ALy Pretbytery of Glafgow, May 31,
26, was fent as a Mifionary to tha Gaeiic congregation of
, Nova Scoria. < His didnterefled and exemplary
condut in the undertaking, and his patient continuance in his
labours, refembie the {pirit.of the primice apsiflelic times,”
and have be:n attended ¢ with great fuccefs.”” A letter from
him was rcad before the Gerera! Afiociate “:1od at Edinburgh,.
Mzy 3. 1793, in which he bofechss tint veserable body to fend
over Miniiters immediately, more efpecially as a coniiderable
number of ewmigrants, chicfly Roman Catholics, from the Weft
Highlands and lles, are gone thither, who iauch need the Gofpel,
and ufuaily attend on nis miniftry—He f2ys, ¢ The afiiftance of
a minifter who could fpeak but the Engli/b would re.eve the
difficulty,” as fuch a mririfter might condué& public wordhip with
one half of the people, while he hunfelf is difpeniine the means of
grace, in another kinguage, to the reft.  Butl:zadds, Thac < if
the Synod were to fend over prefently fix or {zven Miflicnarics,
there is little reafon te fear they would wantlabour or {ufienance.”
He then endeavours to remove the objeftions which he inppofes
fome voung miniiters have to ui employwent °s Milionaries in
that country ; wrifing from the difagresablencis of a loug voyage
—a refidence in a ftrange laul—-th~ difficuity of ieaving relatives
and acquaintanc:—and a probabilitr of being fuccef:iully em-
ployed at home. He had formerly given icformation concern-
ing the climate. s fo fog or mift; excepting the fithing banks
round the fouth and eail ccafls, Nova Scotiz. he fays, is clearer
than any part that he ever faw of Scotiand.  As t0 the rain, he
is confdent they have ¢ mach lefs there thaa in Scotland, as
November is the only montk that can be called rainy.” 45 10
acholeforene’s, Nova Scotia is the far more wholefome of the
two, ¢ There are pe.ple here from a variety of nations, and
it is geneaily agreed, chat itis the roft wholefome place they
have hsen in.”?  ds to the feveriry of iz climate, the winter 1s
fevers, ¢ but aot i» difagreeable, nor hurtfil, asthecold, wet,
fleety weather at home ; r.or have we ever above threc nights
fevere froft at onc: ; aud at any rate, our charming {pring and
fammer make up fully for the teverity of our winter. I believe
there is no part of the globe where there is a more beautiful
fpring than 1 Nova Scotiz,”

Mr. M<Gregor nearly conclades his letter with the following
warm and affeétionate addrefs; ¢ My dear young brethren, let

' me
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me recommepd America to you. Whatever it be to others, it
is the beft place for Minifters that I know in the world. On?y
be prevailed upontocome. Youa wiil fee that every thing which
feemed againft you wiil be really for you. The very ignorance
of the people will be unfpeakably in your favour; for there is
éveiy probabiiity of your being more fuccefsful among fuch, and
you wiil have a far better opportuni:y of obferving the {uccefs
of your labour than if you were to enter into the labours of
others, or build where the foaundation was previoully laid. I
have been here above fix years, in as difadvantageous circum-
ftances, I fuppofe, as any whom the Synod ever fent to this con-
tinent ; and though indeed I have been in it, in weaknefs, in
fear, in trembling, yet I account it the happieft thing that ever
befel me that I was fent to America. 1 had my relutance, my
firuggle, ere I fet off'; but I have reafon to blefs God while I
live, that I was not fuffered to comply with the counfels of flcth
and blood to flay at home. I am fure that all the world would
not keep you out of America if you only knew what it yields.
O tafte and fee that our God is gocd. Only believe, and you
fhall furely fee his glory, vou fhall fee it far beyond what you
can expe@. He will fupply all your need according to his riches
in glory by Chrift Jefus.  He will grant you more of the unut-
terable and glorious joy of faith in this wildernefs than in the
moft” {plendid cities of Britain. You fhall indeed be partakers
of the afflictions of the Gofpel. Let this be your joy, not your
difcouragement, for no fuffering fhall befal you here but what
thall be meafured out to you by infinite tendernefs, love and
faithfulnefs ; and according to your ability to bear; and withal
counterbalanced with-exceeding joy. God will makeall grace to
abound towards you, that ye always having all-fufficiency in all
things may abound unto every good work, being enriched in
every thing unto all bountifulnefs to God’s praife. I fhall not
fay that God is better in America than in Britain, but I miftake
it if you fhall not find him better to you.” '

Extralts of letters from Mr. David George, the Negro
Minifter, at Free Town, Stexra LFoNE, dated from
Sept. 13, to Gct 10, 1793,

After we had been in the Downs four days, we failed;
but the wind foon came a-hcad, and drove us almoft back tg
our former ftation, where we continued a fortnight. We
then were bound for Plymouth, but running foul of another
veflel, our bowfprit was carried away ; after this we fprung
a leak, and we put into Plymouth, and got repaired again,
The day after we put to fea we were chafed by two cutters,
from early in the mdrniny till about twelve o’clock, when
one left us, but the othe; began to fire at us: we hove too

: ’ but
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but when they came up and fpoke with us they were fafisfied.
We now ftood oa our paflage. Our topmaft was carried away
before we cume to Bulam, and there we were on a rock tll
the tide fofe and got us off. Before we arrived at Sierra
Leone, our topmaft was carried away again, but we got fafe
there on the 7th of Auguft laft, about five in the afternoon;
and I found my wife, all my children, and my congregation
well.  The veflel was hourly expe&ed; but it was thought
I would not return fo foon. I was well received by Mr.
Downe, our Governor; and when the people of the colony
heard that I was come, they rejoiced much, and at my land-
ing they came down fo thick that I could fcarcely get along.
Some of them took me by the hand and led me through. I
have great reafon to thank Almighty God for his goodnefs
who carried me over the feus, and returned me fafe home
again. I was hearty all the homeward bound paflage. On
Lord’s day, the 11th, I preached in my congregation from
Thomas’s words, John xx. 28, A&y Lord and my God. 'The
Spirit of the Lord fcemed to give me utterance, and the
meeting was joyful. It is a very healthful time with us for
this part of -the year, There are not many ill. We are now
building on our Town Lots, and fome on their Farms; and
the people hegin to be feafoned to the country. They are
getting into a good way, efpecially thofe that are on their
lands; and [ am in great hope we fhall all do well in a few
years. I am very glad to tell you that the work of God re-
vives here among our people, and I hope it will begin among
the NATIVES OF AFrica. I hadche pleafure of baptizing one
perfon the firft of September, and four more on Saturday
the 6th of O&tober. My Elders, Sir, and all the congre-
gation, thank you for your goodrefs to me while I was in
London, and we all humbly give thonks to the Gentlemen,
and cvery one of the brothers in your congregation, and in
others, for the charity they have thewn our church, in the
blafizd it of a meeting-houfe, which the Lord has put it
into your hearts to” make us a prefent of: and aifo for the
kind offer, tha:if the Lord fhould encline any one of us to
come home*, to get inftiultion in the miniftry, you would
keep him a year and teach him.  Thank the dear Friend that
cemiidered us i this + ; we take itas a greac favour, and Izave

* reans Englund, When the brethren, Rippon and Pearce,

from him the account of his life, which appears in the

1oe, uege 473, they both oblerved, that in fpeaking of this

crally called it home; and being aiked why he did fo, he
T ali on people, in differest parts cali it fo.

1 ke produbly micens Dr. Ryland, Emsioa.

it
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it to the Lord hoping that he may make fome onz of us
fit to carry on his great work, and be ufeful; but a direct
anfwer to this we hoke t0 fend in a thort txme. I want to
hear from you, znd all the brothere, and all the minifters. I
want ta know how religion flourifhes in London.

Pleafe to tell thefe few words’ to all my friends in Chrift,
and, after a while, if the brothers want me to come again,
you muft 'let 1n= know, and I’ll try and come.

The church in Sierra Leone, together with me, ceafe not
in our przyers to make mention of you all; all the brothers,
and the fifters, and all my acquaintance in "London. Hop-
ing that you will net forget me and them at a throne of
giace,

J)L'\(e to forward the letters to Brother Geard of thchu
and Brother Pearce of Birmingham: and give my heart love
to Brother Booth and Brother Themas, “and o the Brother
a good way out, where the Geniletnen were fo kind to me*,

Misston amonc TuE HraTuen.

Wefirs. Thoraas und Carey, with the greater part of their
familics. on board the Maria Princeffe, a Danith Eaft Indiz-man,
lel tie Downs, Jjune the roth. 1703,  Getting under fail, they

had 1+ time to write a linet, by which it appears they were
cherrfl rad | hapoy. Lec(\rs ‘bave been received a few weeks
fince from C axC"tt‘ v Mrs. Thomas’s friends, written O&ober

Lkt Mr R ,uppon ha* ‘9:hers, which were wmten a little after,
fiom the fame place ; the lai of them, dated Nev. 8, 1763.
This i intimates, <7 hic the Dar! of Oxford Eaft India-man had
arrived, and i cur Miffoncries wwere expected &y the next foips.”’
The friends of thele zood men, in 1 .eadon and the country,
are now every day Goping 1o L:ar 0( their fafz arrival about that
time. It is me’lﬁm : Fu‘ler, r‘tc worthy Cecre-

ary of th: % < this mGith § in t(.,:\r‘ col-

]c&mg for vhe port ef the mificn, and meets with very ‘ood
encouragzment.

* e ereans Mr. Wallcer, Minifter at Saffron Waiden, Mefirs Searlss
the Rz that town, and Mr, B. Cleaver of Newport, ncar Walden,
1 Itis pricted above in page 30 of this Number,

T May 1794,
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OBITUARY
FOR 1793 AND 1704.

Rev. Carts Harris, Lianwenarth.

The Rev. Caleb Harris was born at New-caftle in Emlun,
2 town in Carmarthenthire, on the bank of the river Teivy.
He was baptized about 1738, and joined the Baptift church
then under the paftoral care of that eminent minifter of the

ofpel, the Rev. Enoch Francis, father to the prefent Rev.
%onathan Francis for many years paftor of the Baptift church
at Pen-y-vai, Glamorganthire; and to the Rev. Benjamin
Francis, paftor at Horfley, Gloucefterthire. Meflrs. C.
Harris, and Jonathan Francis, - were both baptized at the
fame time. Not long after, Mr. Harris removed to Aber-
gavenny, in Monmouththire, where he fettled, and had a
difmiflion to the Baptift church at Llanwenarth, near that
town. :

He was a very ferious, folid, hopeful young man, and was
prevailed upon to exercife his talents, in a probationary way,
about 1742. In February 1742-3, Rev. Roger David, the
paftor at Llanwenarth, died; and in about fix weeks after,
it pleafed God to make anather breach there, by the deceafe
of Rev. William Meredith, aged about eighty, who had
been for many years a worthy laborious afliftant, and a very
acceptable help in the miniftry among the different branches of
the church, which, in his time, lay very wide, and are fince
formed into feparate churches; yet his modefty was fuch, that

. he could not be perfuaded to be ordained. .
As to Mr, Harris, the church thought him too young in th
miniftry at that time, to fuftain the paftoral care; therefore
'they invited the Rev. Thomas Edwards ta that charge, which
he accepted. He was 2 very amiable young man, a member
at Blaenau, a neighbouring church. Thus they were again
happily fettled in a paftor, and Mr. Harris aflifted him. He
was an excellent preacher, of a very meek temper, and ex-
emplary converfation, but was faft declining in health, and
ripening apace for a better world, He finifhed his work and
warfare in the fummer of 1746, aged but 34. - Rev. Miles
Edwards, now paftor at Trofhant, near Pontypocl, is his fon,

Mr. C. Harris had exercifed with acceptance for about
five years, and now the church defired him to accept the
paftoral care: with his ufual modefty he complied, and con-
1j aued to difcharge the truft repofed in him as leng as bodily

Nov, 1794 H ftrangth
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firength continued, which was about forty-four years after
his ordination ; thefe, with the five before it, make his fer«
vices in this church of near fifty years continuance. .

Mr. H’s parents defigned their fon for bufinefs, and edu-
cated him with no other view. After he began to preach, he
had no further literary advantages but what he obtained from
clofe application. He was naturally modeft, of a weakly
conftitution, and feldom went much abroad. He drew
up the Circular Letter in 1747, and preached at the Affocia~
tions in 1752, and 1754.

About 1750, and after, Mr. C. Harris was much exercifed
with an uneafinefs that arofe in the church concerning the
doétrines of the Trinity, and the proper Deity. of Chrift.
Several minifters were invited to affift in fettling that difpute,
among whom the Writer of this was one *. The late Dr.
Jofeph Stennett happening to come into the country at the
ume of the uneafinefs, preached upon the fubje&t with great
concern. The debate gradually ceafed, and peace was reftored.
Mr. Harris was a zealous advocate for the commonly received
doltrines of the Trinity, and the proper Divinity of our
Lord Jefus. Though he did not often go abroad, he had
much care at home for many years, with little help, except
now and then oceafionally. ~ The chief affiftance he received
in the miniftry was from Mr. Morgan Harris, a very valuable

oung man, whofe father, of the fame name, and grandfather
K/Ir.v John' Harris +, had been very worthy and excellent
paftors of the church at Blaenau, Mor. 'Morgan Harris,
father of the Morgan Harris who aflifted Mr. C. Harris, was
very acceptable at home and abroad among all the Baptift
churches in Wales. His minifterial gifts, his great prudence,
with his meek and courteous behaviour, rendered him very
engaging wherever he was known. But after a precarious
ftate of health, he finithed his courfe in February 1746-7,
aged about 42. He left one infant, whofe name was John,
and the mother with child of anothery which proved alfo ta
be a fon, and was called Morgan. Morgan was of a weakly
conftitution, rather more fo than his father, but a remarkably
"pious young man, of very good underftanding, and of a moft
excellent temper and behaviour. He became a member at
Llanwenarth; was regularly called to the miniftry in 1774,
and ordained in 1779 to affift the feeble paftor Mr. C, Harris;
and an agreeable help he was ; but he died in the beginning
of 1790, about 43 years of age. He left a fon, an infant.

* Rev. Jothua Thomas, of Leominfter. EprTor.
4 Of this excellent man, Mr. John Haris, fce an account in the
Higtory of the Welih Allcciation, page 49.
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Mr. C. Harris, after the death of Mr. Morgan Harris his
afliftant, preached but feldom. His daughter, an only
child, is married to Mr. John Harris, named already ; they
live in Abergavenny, The latter part of his time the father
removed to them, to be under the tender care of his daughter.
He was tranquil and comfortable in mind under the gradual
decays of nature, and had the ufe of his facultics to the lath.
He departed thislifeon the 27th of May 1792, in the 77th year
of his age, and was interred in the buryng ground of the
meeting-houfe at Llanwenarth. His fucceflor, according to
his defire, preached his funeral fermon, in Welth, from
1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. and Mr. Morgan Rees preached it
on the fame words, in Englith. ‘

Mr. TaoMAs ADAM:SQ
A Deacon of the Baptift church, at Leominfler.

This good man finithed his courfe on thezift of April
1792, aged 70 years, in the comfortable view of his intercik
in Chrift, and a glorious eternity. He filled his office near
thirty years, till he was rendered unable by the decays of
nature.  On the évening of the firft ordinance day that
he was confined at home by weaknefs, he faid to his paftor,
who called in the evening to fee him, “ This is the firfk
ordinance day that I have been abfent from the table fince
I joined the church.”~—Then he added, ¢¢ I always contrived
a&airs beforehand fo as not to be abfent on Lord’s Supper
days.” A confiderable part of his time he was a farmer,
about four miles from the town, yet he, and Mrs. Adams,
copfcientioufly obferved that caution, Not forfaking the affem~
bling of yourfelves together as the manner of fome is. Both
of them carefullv, and in good time, attended the houfe of
God, on Lord’s days, and week days alfo; and after their
refidence in town they were equally exemplary in this refpect,
though they had many cares, and a family of ten children.
Mrs. Adams died on the 14th of March 1791, aged 57.

Rev. Joun NutTALL, Gosdfpaw Chapel, Lancathire.

Mr. John Nuttall was paftor of the Particular Baptifk
Church, at Goodfhaw Chapel. He began his labours in this
neighbourhood in the year 1747 : by his miniftry the church
was raifed, and he commenced paftor of it about 1749, and
left it in a flowrifhing ftate at the ume of his exit, which

H 2 was
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was Maich 30, 1792. He was found in the gofpel ; preached
it faithfully, continued in it fteadily, was made ufeful to many
and although he was not without his failings, yet he was judged
to be a truly pious and faithful fervant of the Iord Jefus, in
whom he trufted for falvation. He is fucceeded in his
office by Mr. John Pilling, ordained the firft of May, 1793,
who is a promifing young man, and likely to be ufeful.

e
Rev. Joun ParkEir, Wainfgate, near Halifax.¥

Mr. John Parker was born at Barnoldfwick, near Coln,
March 10, 1725, 0. S. He was the fon of Thomas Parker,
a native of Ireland. When he was about eleven years of age,
his father fixed him in a family then refiding at Stooks, about
three miles from the above named village. Here he continued
a long time; in the latter part of which, his gravity and feri-
oufnefs were fuch as caufed him to be both feared and loved.

Mr. Parker was brought under ferious impreffions when
he was about fourteen years of age. In this early part of life
he was long confined by a diforder which affeéted his limbs;
but the afflition was in mercy, for it pleafed God, during
his confinement, to bring him to a deep fenfe of the evil of
fin, and to give a turn to his mind and thoughts which was,
in a courfe of time, produtive of the happieflt effeéts. But
being incapable of attending the public means of inftruction,
though he was awakened to an awful apprehenfion of his
deplorable condition as a finner, he had no knowledge of
falvation by Jefus Chrift. For a long time he had fore
and heavy conflits in his mind. He read his Bible with
great diligence, and cried to God for his gracious guidance,
and for the pardon of his fins ; but found no immediate relief.
Sometimes he thought his cafe abfolutely hopelefs, and was
dreadfully haraffed by temptation, and diftracted with blafphe-
mous and atheiftical thoughts. About this time a prefling
uvitation was given him to go and hear that eminent minifter
in the Eftablifhment, the late Rev. Mr. Grimfhaw, of Ha-
worth. Mr. Parker was veR' relultant to ge, partly on aca
count of the lamenefs which ftilf attended him, and partly be-
caufe he had but very faint hopes of obtaining any benefit.
The requeft was urﬁd again and again, with the promife of
a horfe to ride on. He at length complied ; and it pleafad the

Imighty fo to illuminate his benighted mind by the difcourfe

* This account of Mr. Parker is taken from His life anl leteers, lately
publifhed by the Rev. John Fawcett, A. M.—A work which canuot be
known wichout being highly efteemed, EmiToz. .

he
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he then heard, that, it is believed, he never afterwards funk
into his former defpondency. Mr. Grimfhaw, who was at
that time expounding the thirty-nine articles, was to him a
meflenger of peace,” while he thewed how the guilty fons &f
men are pardoned through the blood of Jefus Chrift, who
came to feek and to fave that which was loft. T his was good
news to our young convert. He heard with aftonifhment and
joy of that divine expedient which infinite wifdom has con-
trived, through which God can be juft, and yet the juftifier of
him that believeth in Jefus. He faw the fitnefs of the re-
medy to his own cafe, and, believing the teftimony of God
concerning his Son, experienged that peace which the gofpel
adminifters to a wounded confcience. The dotrine of a
finner’s juftification by the perfeét righteoufnefs of Chrift,
now much engaged his attention. His diftance from Ha-
worth prevente8 his frequent attendance there: However,
when he was fomewhat better able to walk abroad, he went
to feveral different places of worthip nearerhome. But while
he withed to hear of complete falvation by grace, he found
that the prevailing and fathionable mode of preaching led men
to depend for acceptance with God, not on the atonement of
the Redeemer, but on their own fincere obedience ; or if they
have failed in that, on their repentance, and purpofes of
amendment.

This difquieted him much; he, therefore, modeftly intro-
duced himfelf into the company of one or two of thofe clergy-
men on whofe miniftrations he then attended, hoping to obtain
more fatisfaction from them in private conference, refpelting
the important points ahove menticned, than he had done frog
their public preaching; but to his great mortification, he
found himfelf difappointed. '

It feems about this time, he began to hear that judicious,
fteady, and eminent minifter of Jefus Chrift, the late Mr.
Alvery Jaekfon, paftor of the Baptift church at Barnoldfwick ;
and he left the eftablifhed church with great reluftance ; for
he had a ftrong attachment to it; but by degrees his preju-
dices againft Diffenters were overcome, as he found Mr.
Jackfon’s preaching, and manner of life, conformable to the
facred fcriptures. "At length, he commenced a.member of
the fociety, united together under his paftoral care: And as
he fpent much of his %eifure time in reading his Bible, in de-
votional exercifes, and converfution with thofe who feared
God, he made fpeedy advances inknowledge and piety. Mr.
Jackfon, who was a man of great reading, and very confider-
able abilities, being delighted with the company of his young

“end, and conceiving favourable hopes of his future ufeful-

H 3 nefs



102 THE OBITUARY, 1793,

nefs in public, took great pains for the cultivation and im-
provement of his mind. The worthy man’s labours of love
were not ill beftowed ; for our young friend profited much
by them, and always fpoke of Mr. Jackfon with great refpect
and veneration. '

In the year 1753, Mr. Parker was called to the work of
the miniftry.  'When it was firft mentioned to him, being
imprefled with a confcioufn:fs of his own inability, he trem-
bled at the idez of appearing in a public character. The un-
wearied importunity of the church to which he belonged, at
length prevailid on him to attempt to expound and improve
fome portion of God’s word,  But his inward difcourage-
men's ftill prevailed, and his Modeft diffidence induced him
to form a refolution to make no farther trial ; this refolution,
however, wss zt length over ruled, and it might be faid al-
moft literally, that Mr. Parker was thruf? farth to labour in
the vineyard.

Befides preaching occafionally at Barnoldfwick, and other
places, he was rendered very ufeful to a pecple in Bolland.
The Lord rondered him acceprable wherever he came, and
made him be inftrumernt of turning many to righteoufnefs.
Mr. Jackfon died Dec. 31, 1763, and our efteemed friend,
the year aficr, was fettled as the min:fter and paftor of the
chu:ch and congregation at Barnoldfwick. Here he con-
tinued to libour wich dilience, fidelity and fervour, %or many
years; tili, by af#hction, being rendered quite incapable of
fulfiliag the duties of his office, he refigned it.

Wherzsver he came, it was ftill his endeavour to promote
the welfaie of thofe who were near him.  He did not affume
an air of zufle:ity and morofencefs; but, onthe contrary, he
was mild, gerile, affuble and chearful in converfation. He
had the peculiar felicity of gairing the attention of the com-
pany into which he occafionaliy feil, and inftrulled or ad-
monifhed them without exciting their difguft, or kindiing
their refentment. He laboured to excel in the art of winning
fouls; and ftudied how he might, within the limits of a good
confcience, become all things to all men, that by all means
he might fave fome. In the families where he was at any
time providentially caft, the young children, and even the
fervants and “dependents were regarded by him; he gently
hinted inftru€ion to them, and offered up fuitable petitions
to God on their behalf; for he made it his practice to join in
focial worfhip with thofe who entertained him at their table,
or occafionaily furnifhed him with abed, The great end he
had in view in his preaching, he alfo fought to promote by
his friendly vifits ; and thus he feconded in the parlour what he

: . advanced
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advanced in thepulpit. In the gift of public prayer, Mr. Parker
excelled moft men in his connexions. While addreffing
God his foul feemed to expand and delight itfelf, as in its
proper element. Without being tedious, he offered up pe-
titions {uited to the cafes of all prefent, infuch a ftream of
devout and unaffected eloquence, that, to adopt the language
of the late Marquis of Halifax, concerning fome of his co-
temporaries, * A man would be inclined to believe that
heaven itfelf dictated his words tohim.”” The reafon why he
excelled in this happy talent was, in all probability, his
being fo much habituated to devotional exercifes in private;
‘where, from day today, he poured out his foul before God,
for himfelf, for his friends whofe cafes he particularly re-
membered, for the whole church, and for zll men. The pofture
he chofe in his hours of retirement, at leaft frequently, was
that of proftrating himfelf with his face to the ground. This
pofture he thought moft becoming an unworthy finful crea-
ture in addseffing the moft high God, In the year 1755,
Mr. Parker was married to Mary Atkinfon, who was to him
an induftrious faithful and affeGtionate companion to the end
of his pilgrimage, and who is now waiting in patient exp=&ta-~
tion to rejoin him in a better world. Ele was a pattern of
conjugal tendernefs ; always difcovering the greateft regard
for the wife of his bofom, fympathizing with her in all her
infirmities, ever fpeaking kindly to her when prefent, and
well of her when abfent; ftriving to make her comfortable,
and endeavouring to promote her fpiritual and eternal wel-
fare. As a paftor to the flock, over which the Holy Ghoft
made him overfeer, he was diligent, peaceable, affeGtionate,
and faithful. He gave ful} proof that he fought not theirs
but them ; being content with a fmall contribution from them
for his fupport. ’ '

Though he was fteady in his own religious fentiments,
and held faft what he looked upon to be the truth, yet hs was
very candid to thofe who differed from him in do&rine or
practice, leaving them the fame liberty to think and judge for
themfelves, which he knew he had a right to take.

It pleafed God to exercife him with heavy and manifold
afflictions. His conftitution was greatly injured in his youth;
the effets of which attended him through life, and followed
him to the grave, For fome years, he was rendered incap~
able of attending ftatedly to the duties of his minifterial of-
fice, by a complication of diforders, chiefly of the nervous
kind, ~ He was frequently convulfed, and affeted with a
fhivering, like that of a perfon in 2 ftrong fit of the ague.
Thefe aflictions occafioned his refigning the paftoral office

H4 at
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at Barnoldfwick, and with it he gave up alldependence upon the
people for fupport. He had a fmall plot of Jand at Lees, where
he refided, which furnifhed him with the means of keeping two
or three Cows; and through prudence, induftry and ceco-
nomy, together with fome tokens of kindnefs from his diftant
friends, his wants, and thofe of his family, were comfortably
fupplied. For fome time he continued in a great meafure
filent with refpelt to preaching.  But it pieafed Geod fo for to
mitigate his complaints, that he accepted the invitations of his
chri%ian friends, and began to make little excurfions, and to of-
ficiate as a fupply in fuch congregations as needed his affiftance,
T'bis afforded him many agreeable interviews with thofe who
highly refpected him, and for whom he had an equal regard, and
contributed o the recruiting of his health and {pirits. [t{eems
that in the year 1790, he accepted of an invitation from
the fociety at Wainfgate, in Wadfworth, near Halifax, to
remove to them with his family, and be their ftated minifter.
Here this worthy man was toend his days. So laag as he had
ftrength and health to do it, he not only preached publicly on
the Lord’s days, but more privately from houfe to houfe;
where he might have an opportunity of addreffing thofe whe
neglected public ordinances ; and thus, like the great apoftle,
he warned every man, and exhorted every man night and day
with tears.

He was far from feeking to amufe his hearers with lofty
notions, and fwelling words of vanity. He ufed great plain-
nefs of {peech in delivering the moft impartant of all meflages,
and, by fincerity and integrity, commended himfelf to every
man’s confcience in the fight of God. Though he feldom,
if ever, wrote his fermons, it was evident to every attentive
hearer, that what he delivered was not crude and undigefted,
but the refult of the clofeft thought. In all his difcourfes he
purfued a regular plan, fupported every doctrine he advanced
by proofs judicioufly {eleted from the facred feriptures, and
illuftrated his meaning by apt and ttriking fimilies. It can-
not be fuppofed that his abilities in the pulpit always thone
with the fame degree of fplendour. He had his dark as well
as his lucid intervals, But when he was under a favourable
gale, and his fubject peculiarly interefting, who cculd hear
him without aftonifhment! It was a feaft divine to fit under
the found of his voice at fuch fesfons. A torrent of facred
eloquence, iffuing from the fervour of his mind, feemed to
carry away the hearts of his hearers before it. This was
eminently the cafe in the vigorous partof his life; yet, when
ke was enfeebled with difeafe, and decrepit with age, his
preaching exhibited a picture of dignity in ruins. A

$
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As he was deeply imprefled with the importance of the
meflage he had to deliver, he did not degjade it by coarfensfs,
and inelegance of language. Men of learning and refine-
ment have been heard to declare, That they were much pleaf-
ed and edified by his difcourfes.

As to his religious fentiments, they were thofe we com-
monly diftinguifh by the name of moderate Calvinifm. His
ftrain of preaching was experimental and praftical. He
laboured moft afliduoufly and conftantly, to inform the igno-
rant, to quicken and roufe the fecure, to direét the humble
inquirer,  to comfort the mourner, to cxalt the divine Re-
deemer, and to promote that vital and prallical holinefs,
without which no man fhall fee the Lord. He teflified to
all, the nature, the neceffiry, the importance, and the proper
fruits of repentance towards God, and faithin our Lord Jefus
Chrift. He dwelt on the obligations under which the fub-
je&s of Chrift’s kingdom lie, to obey his laws, and to be
conformed to his example. If you would have deprived this
good man of his chief delight, you muft have debarred him
from fpending his ftrength in the fervice of hisdivine Mafter:
his work was his reward.

The very night before that in which he expirzd, he was re-
markably cheerful in the company of a few of his friends,
whom te endeavoured ta encourage in the way of holinefs,
and to eftablifh in the truthas itis in Jefus, The foliowing day
he withed to be alone, that his meditations on approaching
glory might not be interrupted. Death to him had loft its
terrors, and appeared with amildand gentleafpeét. Thelaft
enemy he could welcome as his friend.

It had long been his defire, with fubmiffion to the divine
will, that he might finifh his labours and his life nearly to-

ether. And God was gracioufly pleafed to grant his requett.
When he had difcharged the dutics of the very day on which
he expired, hc went to reft, filently fcil aflecp in his Saviour’s
arns, and had a quick tranfition from this world to another,
Who can forbear, on fuch an cccafion, to fay,

Life take thy chance, but O for fuch an end!
The laft time Mr. Parker appeared in the pulpit, which

was but a few days before he was callzd to receive his re-
ward, as if he had known that his end was {o near, he preach=-
ed from that memorable text, Phil. i.21. ¢« For to me tolive
is Chrift, and to die is gain.” Both parts of it were ex-
emplified in him. Chrift was his life while he lived, and
death was his gain when he.died. M -

M
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Mr. Parker died on the 2gth of May 1793, in the 601
year of his age. On the 3d of June, he was interred at Banw
oidfwick, where he had fpent the greateft part of his life. A
great cencourfe of people alfembled on the occafion, to :aker
their final leave of a man fo much, and fo generally refpecizd;
and they were addrefled from the pulpit, in a difcourfe found-
ed on the words of the apoftle Faul tothe elders at Ephefus,
Als xx. 25.  And now bzhold; I know that ye all, among
whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, fhall fec
my face no more.” It was a folemn feafon, and perhaps wil}
»ot be foon forgotten. A funeral fermon was delivered at
Wainfgate, the Sabbath following, June g, from the words
we have already mentioned, which, itfeems, had dwelt much
on Mr, Parker’s mind for fome of the laft days of his life,
Phil.i. 21. « For to me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain.””
In compliance with the requeft of his much loved friend, the
Rev. Mr. Fawcett, fen. was employed in the mournful office
on hoth occafions. Mr. Parker was of the middle fize, pretty
firone made, and well built; but he rather ftocped a little in
the &oulders. He had a good deal of colour in-his face,
which was the effe¢t of a fcorbutic habit, His hair was
foft and ftraight, of a light colour in the carly part of his life,
then grey, and at laft as white as wool, till by little and little,
it almoft all fell off. His eyes were frequently attended
with a little inflamation. But in the year 1793, he had a
fever which almoft deprived him of his' fight, and rendcred
him ever after incapable of renovating his ideas by reading
the facred fcriptures; but he was fo well acquainted with
them that he could till preach, though ke lamented that he
could not fee the audience before him.

In the immediate views of death, we fee in him nothing of
the infenfibility of the Stoic, the levity of Petronius, or the
fluCtuation of Socrates; but a mixturz of {olemn awe, true
fortitude, rational tranquility, and lively hope—Hope foundn
cd, not on his own religious attainments, but on the all-
fufficient Redcemer, and his perfect righteoufnefs. Mr. Ad~
difon bas juftly obferved, that ¢ There is nothing in hiftory
which is fo improving to the reader, as thof2 accounts which
we meet with of the deaths of eminent perfons, and of their
behaviour in that dreadful f=afon.”

Dr. Young, fpeaking of the death-bed of the juft, has
the following ftriking and energetic lines:

The chamber where the good man meets his fate,
Is privileg’d beyond the common waik

Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heaven.
Fly, ye profane! if not, draw near with awe,

For
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For here refiftlefs demonftration dwells.

¥You fee the man, you fee his hold on heaven.
His God fuftains him in his final hour!

His final hour brings glory to his God !

Sweet peace, and heav’nly hope, and humble joy,
Divinely beam on his exalted foul,

Deftruftion gild, and crown him for the fkies,
With incommunicable luftre bright.

We gaze, we weep; mixt tears of grief and joy!
Amazement ftrikes! devotion burfts to flame!
Chriftians adore! and Infidels believe !

Mzr. Parker never profefled to be a poet, but as fo many of
our chriftian friends have of late been bereaved, the fubfe-
quent fpecimen of his eafy verfe on the death of a very amia-
ble minifter, may not be unacceptable.

Confolatory Verfes fent to Mrs, Ann Slee, on the dcath
of her hufband, the Rev, Ifaac Slee +, who departed this
life, Jan. 13, 1784, at Haworth, in Yorkfhire.

Did 4bra’m, at the call of God,
Lay his dear f/aac on the wood,
Nor once refufe to lift his hand,

To flay the youth, at his command ?

Why then fhould you refufe to part
With fjaac, though fo near your heart ?
Why grieve to fee your hufband die,
When Jefus calls him to the fky?

Although his fun went down at noon,
His deftin’d work on earth was done ;
He’s now releas’d from ev’ry pain,

And freed from ev’ry moral ftain.

His groans no more affe& your ears,
Excite your pity, or your tears;
His fighs no more your bowels move,
Nor wound your fympathetic love.

He now has reach’d the peaceful fhore,
Where ftormy billows rage no more,
And could he fpeak to you, he’d fay,
¢ O weep not o’eramy breathle(s clay !

¢ I’ve gain’d the point, and won the prize ;
¢ T have a manfion 1n the fkies ;
*¢ From all diftrefs and danger free,
¢ Iam where oft I wifh’d to be.

+ The Rev, Ifaac Slee, was originally a mininifter of the eftablithed
church; after he faw reafon to diffent he was baptized by tbe Rev.
Charles Whitfield, of Hamfterly, Durham, and became paftor of the
Baptift Church at Haworth, where e continued till he was removed by
death (o glory, ’ :

¢ You
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¢ My body now, from pain releas’d,
Within the peaceful grave fhall reft,

< Till the laft trumpet fhake the fkies,

And bid the fleeping dead arife.

¢« My wafting fleth and mould’ring bones
¢« Shall {pring to life when Jefus comes,
¢ And rife to meet him in the air,
¢ New drefs’d, immortal, ftrong and fair.

< You faw me, with a tearful eye,
¢« Befide you languith, faint and die ;
¢ You faw the painful confli¢t ceafe,
< For then, [ enter’d into peace.

““ My happy foul fecure from harms,
¢ Refts not in your’s, but Jefus’ arms;
¢« Could you my prefent giory fee,

“ You’d long to die, and be with me.”

*T'is true, my friend, your partner’s gone,
And you, alas! are left aione ;
The ftroke to you muft feem fevere,
To part fo foon with one fo dear.

But let this thought your heart revive
Though he is dead, he’s fill alive ;
His joy thould give your foul relief,
And check the torrent of your grief.

Doubtlefs his fpirit finds 2 place
Among the minifters of grace;
For they who fouls to Jefus win
Shall bright as itars in glory thine.
Advanc’d to a celeftial throne,
He bears ti:e palm, and wears the crown ;
He triumphs 1n immortal blifs,
And reigns in life, where Jefus is,

Rife then above this dufky {phere,

In longing hopes to meet him there,

On yonder bright celeftial fhore,

Wheic death thall part your fouls no more.
Be waiting for the happy day ;

Your partner has but led the way;

The fhining throng will n#ke you rcom,

And [aac thout to fee you come.

o A o~
NN -

-

Rev. Josuua Axprews, Chapel-y-ffin, Brecknackihire.

He was baptized in Nant-y-golien, near Pontypool, and
joised the Baptift church at Pen-y-garn, under the paftoral

care of Mr. Miles Harris, in 1732 or 1733. Not long after,
' he
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he was encouraged to exercife his minifterial gifts in the
veftry, Lord’s-day mornings, before public worfhip began;
and then to go for fome time to Briftol, under the tuition of
Mr. Fofkett and Mr. H. Evens. He went thither in 1736.
That was a remarkable year at Briftol for ftudents from the
Principality, in thofc early days: thefe five were there at
that time, Meflrs.- Benjamin Vaughan, Evan Jenkins, Grif=
fith Davies, Jofhua Andrews, and Caleb Evans. Mr.
Andrews underftood Englifh tolerably before he went, and
fq did not remain there very long; but he preached, while
in England, at Tetbury, Kingftanley, Chalford, Wefton
near Rofs, &c. Afterwards he was an affiftant at Pen-y-
garn, to which church he originally belonged. About 1740, he
was ordained on purpofe to aflift the paftor Mr. Miles Harris ;
yet not ordained at Pen-y-garn, the chief meeting-houfe,
but at Ufk, with a view to revive a dying intereft that way,
where Mr. Nathaniel] Morgan, and others, had been fo ufe-
ful and honourable. The meeting was kept there that the peo-
ple, feeing the order and method of the church, might be edi-
fied. Mr. Andrews vifited the churches in South Wales. He
was very folid and judicious; his do&rine was found, and his
conduét exemplary ; yet his talents ware not very popular.,
Toward the clofe of 1743, he fupplicd, in 2 probationary wayy
at Llanwenarth, but did not fettle there.

The church at Olchon was deftitute about the year 1745,
Chapel-y-ffin, a branch of Trolgoed church, now Maes. y«
berllan, joined them, and both pecam: ene church. Mr.
Andrews was chofen to be their paftor, but he was fo cir-
cumftanced that he could not conveniently remove his family
to live among them. It was agreed that he thould be at Ol
chon two Lord’s-days in the month, and on one of them
break bread; and the people were to provide for the other
days as well as they could. He was at Pen-y-garn, &c.
the other two days.  As he had above twenty miles to go to
Olchon, it was agreed that his two Lord’s-days there fhould
follow one another; that, if it fuited him to tarry all the
week, he might doit, and be fpared the long journey to and
fro. He continued-to do fo moftly for about forty years, and
he did it beyond his ability many times. He was often aflict-
ed with an afthmatic complaint, and for more than fifzy years
frequently appeared like a dying man; yet he feldom miffed
preaching of a Lord’s-day. He had uncommon family trials
and with all; his circumftances in the world were low anc
ftraitened: yet, through the whole, his faith patience, and
refignation, were very confpicuous. The greater his urials
she more he fhene. For the fowr or five kit years of hil
' lif,
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life he was much confined to his houfe; and often in greater
ftraits than his friends were aware of. Some months before
he died, a friend went to fec him, and afked him whether he
had any thing to eat? he faid, « I have bread to eat, and if
I had fomething befides water to drink, it would be agree-
able *.” This being known, very much affeéted his friends,
and immediately little colleftions were made for him. Thus
he was a2 man of forrows and acquainted with grief; yet as
a lamb, he opened not his mouth to complain. The more
he was afflited, the more he was comforted; yea, in this
time of penury he was full of fpiritual confolation. An in-
timate friend fays of him, in a letter, ¢ He bore all his family
trials, which were heavy and long, without caufing any to
think hard of him; and, indeed, he was a man of unblemifh-
~ ed charalter from firft to laft.,”” In preaching, his delightful
fubjects were free, fovereign grace, and the glory and fulnefs
of Chrift. Some thought him too much above common ca-
pacities, but he derived his comfort from the deep things of
God in the gofpel ; and towards the laft, he faid, That his
views of them, and of his intereft in them, were more clear
and comfortable than ever. He finithed his courfe on the
14th of June 1793, aged about 85. He had laboured in the
miniftry near fixty years, through inconceivable weaknefs and
affliGtion. His remains were interred in the burying ground,
adjoining to the meeting-houfe at Trofnant, near Pontypool,

Monmouthihire.

Mrs. ErizaBeTH FosTER
Late Wifc of the Rev. BEnjaMmin FosTeEr, D. D.

Elizabeth, the wife of Dr. Benjamin Fofter paftor of the
firft baptift church in New York, departed this lifz, Auguft
19, 1793. She was the doughter of the Rev. Thomas
Green, paftor of 2 Baptift church in Leicefter, about fifty
miles from Bofton, in New England; who was not only
eminent for his ufeful labours in the Gofpel miniftry 4, but

* This cafe of Mr, Andrews is very affecting. but not fingular: my
honoured predeceffor, the late excellent Dr. Gill, was once in fimilar
circumftances. Either through the low condition of the church, or the
extreme inattention of the Deacons, he was in want. His neceflities being
fufpeéted, a deputation of enquiry waited on him, to whom he gave
this anfwer, ¢ Brethren, if I had more food I could eat it.”” Query,
Are there not many paftors new to be found in Great Britain, who have
{ufficient reafon to adopt the fame language ? Eprrtor.

+ It is faid, that in the courfe of his minifiry, Mr. Green baptized not
lefs than 3 thoufand perfons,
' as
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as a Phyfician diftinguithed for his fuccefs in the healing art.
She was the youngeft of feven children, five fons and two
daughters; fix of whom have made a profeffion of religion.
Mr. Fofter was her fecond hufband, to whom fhe was jcined
in marriage on Jan. 16, 1776, and who fuccceded her
worthy father in the paftoral care of the aforcfaid church, in
Leicefter, on the 25d day of O&ober, following. Not long
after the death of her firft hufband, Mr. Daniel Hovey, ihe
was convinced of the importance of eternal things, and through
divine grace found fome confolaiion in the: glorious fulnefs
of the Redeemer. Notwithftanding the hope the now pofs
fefled, and could by no means relinquifh, the was aflaulted with
too many temptations and fears to make a public declaration
of her faith in Chrift, and continued in this uncomfortable
ftate of mind till Mr. Fofter’s removal to Iewport, in the
State of Rhode Ifland, in 1785. In the fall of that yeary
he was favoured with uncommon fuccefs in his labours. The
Lord was pleafed to revive his work, and particularly ta
awaken the attention of young people. Some were led to
enquire, what they muft do to be faved ! while others were
conftrained to tell what God had done for their fouls, and
to triumph in his victorious grace. In this time of refrefhing
from the prefence of the Lord, Mrs. Fofter, rifing fuperior
to her fears, was enabled publickly to declare her faith in
the Saviour, and in obedience to his command, with others,
was baptized. Mr. Fofter had the unfpeakable fatisfattion
of performing the facred rite, and of noticing at the time
the moft wonderful effeéts of Almighty power and grace, that
ever had bezn manifefted at any feafon when he was the ad-
miniftrator of that ordinance.

It may be truly faid Mrs. Fofter was an ornament to her
profeflion: her converfaion was becoming the gofpel of
Chrift, exciting the efteem and affetion of her numerous
acquaintance. Prudence was a fignal trait in her charadter.
As fhe was exemplary in her patience under troubles in
general 3 fo through the laft long and increafing bodily afflic-
tion the endured tillMhe obtained, as there i1s no reafon :o
doubt, a final and a glorious releafe. The day before {he
expired, the exprefled h:r apprehenfions of the (pecdy approach
of death ; but repeazediy fignified that the profpect gave her
no uncafinefs of mind; the fame hope and peace the pofiefied
in Chrift for years paft now fupported her in the folemn
hour. If it was the wiil of God that the thould depart, the
was reconciled to the event: and in the excrcife of divine
confidence the committed her fpurit into the hands of God.

Rev.
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Rev. WiLLiaM BUTLER, Gretton, Northampton.

On March 15,.1794, died Mr. Butler, the Baptift minifter
at Gretton, about 11 miles from Kettering. He was fent
out of the church of Arnfby, about twenty years ago. He
preached fome years at Sutton, in Leicefterfhire, fucceed~
ing to the late Mr, Ifaac Woodman. He has been at
Geretton about feven years, and appears to have been a ufeful
minifter in that place. He finithed his courfe like a chrif-
tian, and in a manner worthy of a fervant of Chrift. The
Rev. Mr: Fuller, of Kettering, preached his funeral fermon’
from 2 Tim. iv.7, 8. [ bave fought a good fight, I have
fnifped, &c. Hawing fome property of his own, he was
enabled to fubfift by a fmall income, The congregation
. at Gretton will feel an heavy lofs, and probably find it difficult
in future to fupport the preaching of the gofpel.

Mrs. Davip
Late Wife of the Rev. JoB Davip, at Frome.

There are, it feems, many anecdotes in the life of this
amiable Lady, which would not have been unfuitable to the
defign of the Regitter. Though thefe are not communicazed,
a fincere fricndfhip prompts the following infertion, * In
her laft illnefs fhe difcovered the moft lively faith in the goods
nefs of God, difplayed through a Mediator in the gofpel;
and her joy was proportioned to it.  After having laboured
above four years, under repeatcd fhocks of the palfy, in the
beginning of March 1794, the was attacked with a fevere
apoplexy, and about a month afier, a fecond ftroke of it
finithed her courfe in a few minutes.”

Rev. WirLriam Price, Leeds.

The funeral fermon of this amiable Man was preached at
Ebenezer Chapel, in Leeds, Auguft 10, 1794, by the Rev.
Mr. Edward Parfons, on Ifaiwh lvii. 1.~ The righteous
perifpethy and no man lageth it to heart; and merciful men are
taken away, none confulering that the righteous is taken away
Jrom the evil to come,

In this difcourfe, which is now printed, our author, after
a ferious and ftriking exordium, deferibes the righteous,
as juftified by the obedience and death of Chrift, and
as thewing their faith by she uniform piety of their lives ‘,!

and
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and then, to illuftrate the charaler of merciful men,introduces
the appofite parable of the good Samaritan.  In profecut-
ing his defign, he obferves, That perfons of thefe defcriptions
are like the Ark of God in the houfe of Obededom, and as
the fun when he goeth forth in his might, diffufing blifs
through the circles of domeftic and fucial life, in the church
and in-the world: That the death of fuch difcriminated cha-
racters is attended with a general lofs to furvivors, and of
courfe, fhould be fo Jzid ts heart, thatour difpofitions of mind
may correfpond to the divine difpenfations. Mr. Parfons
therefore proceeds « to fhew the neceflityand means of im-
proving fuch folemn events ;" and he doss it under the follow-
ing particulars :

“ To lay the death of the righteous and merciful to heart,
implies a juft eftimate and a due reverence of their character—
our being affected with {uch fentiments of genuine and humble
forrow as fuit the occafion—a cherifhing ferious refleétions .
on the condu& of Providence, which has bereaved us of our
religious friends—the appropriation of their virtues, or a tran-
fcribing their excellencies into cur own lives—an exerting
ourfelves to repair their lofs—and, as they are taken away from
the evil to come, gratitude for their happinefs.” ,

Having filled up thefe outlines with the animation of a fer-
vid piety, the Preacher enters on the charalter of his deceafed
Brother—a charalter which he was pculiarly fitted to draw,
from the great intimacy which fubfifted between them for feve-
ral years; and this we mention with the greater pleafure, be-
caufe the one was a Baptift, and the other a Congregationalift.

Mr. Parfons being fo able to fpeak for himfelf, we thall give
his account of Mr. Price in his own words.

“ As the blefings of falvation are. infeparable from the
exiftence of internal grace, I will now proceed to thew how
far his * perfonal intereft in the firft was decided by the evi-
dence he gave of thelaft, But I fhall avoid praifing the dead
beyond the probability of rendering his charafter and example
ufeful to the living. Under the animating affurance that the
eulogium of his friends, and the detraction of his enemies,
are loft in the approbation of his Lord and mafter, I cannot
facrifice truth to adulation, or charity to the obnoxious fpirit
of invective, 4

“ Mr. Price left no biographical materials. If he kept any
diary, it was deftroyed before he was confined to his cham-
ber; a circumftance the more to be regretted, as the early
part of his life was diftinguithed by fome remarkable inter-
pofitions of providence, which I cannot recolle&t with fuffi

! # Mr. Price’s. .
Nov. 1794, i ' cient



114 THE OBITUARY, 1704

eient accuracy for the merit of public attention. I only know
that he was bornin January 1757, in Pembrokethire, South
Wales, and that, at the age of fifteen, he became a member
of a Baptift church there.  Two years after this, he began
to preach occafionally in different parts of the neighbourhood,
which courfe he continued to the time of his admiffion into
the Academy at Briftol, in y777. Here he remained, under the
tuition of the Rev. Hugh Evans, and afterwards of his fon
the Rev. Caleb Evans,about three years. At the expiraton
of that time, he fettled at Lecds, where he preached the word
of God with little interruption and various fuccefs till within
a few weeks of his deceafe, making a period of fourtcen
years.

¢« He was a man of a fine natural temper, of a lowly, ten-
der fpirit, gentle unto a'l, even as a nurfe that cheritheth het
children.  To forgive injuries and alleviate diftrefs were
his moft delightful excrcifes. He was one of the nobleft
works of God, AN HonesT MAN. The infincerity he
deplored in others, efpecially in fome profeflors and minifters
of religion, he never induiged in himfelf: his conduct was
the index of his heart. In the company of ftrangers he was
not more timid than he was unaffuming among his intimates.
T'hough he had read much, and was far from being deficient
in knowledge, his words were few, and on this account he
was often confidered -as referved or uninformed ; but had he
potlefled lefs diffidence, or had he been more fully known, he
would have infpired very different fentiments of his mental
powers and focial difpofitions.

“ Asa follower of the Lord Jefus, his piety was uniform
and clear. Like Timothy, he had known the holy fcriptures
from a child. He told me, a little time before his death, That
Lis mind was firft ferioufly engaged in the effential purfuits
of gutpel truth, under the mimitry of the late Rev. Edmund
Jones, of Pontypool, when preaching on Romans xiii. 12.
"That the impreffions made at that time were rational and
{criptural, he gave abundant proof in more than twenty years
growing conformity to Him who was holy, harmlefs, un-
defiled, and feparate from finners. In the enjoyment of com-
munion tvith God he cultivated love to man. By his libera-
iity, his contcientious dezlings, his pun&tuality in all the du-
ties of his ftation, his unreterved devotion to the glory of
God, he exemplified the various beautics of experimental
and practical religion, and left the world without the leaff
ftain upon his mo:al reputation.

¢ [nhis miniftry it was evident how much his foul was en-
gaged by the defire of faving himfelf and them that heard

bim.
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him. 1If his talents were not brilliant, his aims were, and
he was not without fuccefs, as many in this congregation can
teftify. Hé was unequivocally a Calvinift in fentiment, but
he never profaned the hours facred to public worfhip by
an abftraé attention to fpeculative opinions, nor were thofe
hours difgraced by filly conceits, or angry invectives againft
thofe’ whofe views were not congenial with his own. His
fermons were experimentally and practically do&rinal. They
were compofed and preached with a view to renovate the
heart, and promote the love of every virtue that could ren-
der his people amiable and ufeful in life. You cannot foon
forget his laft addrefs, or rather I would fay his laft attempt
to addrefs you, from this pulpit, on the important words of
Paul to the Coloffians : Set your affi&ions on things above, and
not on things on the carth. He then exhibited, in his own perfon,
the moft ftriking neceflity of fuch an exhortation. His body
was fo emaciated, nature was fo far exhaufted, that after
- fpeaking a few minutes he was forced to retire, perfuaded

that he fhould never return to you again. . -
. “Through his tedious and painful illnefs he poffeffed himfelf”
{ike 2 man who knew that his Redeemer lived, who could,
without prefumption, appropriate the bleflings of that ftate
‘where there is neither ficknefs, pain, nor death. But he was
not altogether free from anxiety. He loved his family, he
loved his people, and it was natural that he fhould fecl for the
afli¢ted, deftitute ftate in which he was abeut to leave them.
For feveral days after he was confined to his bed, his fpirits
were greatly agitated on their account. He was in this ftate
when he faid, with a degree of earneftnefs which will not be
eafy erafed from my remembrantce, ¢ Thefe are ftrong ties,
and I now find it more difficult to truft God with my tem-
poral than with my eternal concerns;’ yet this agitation foon
fubfided, and he was enabled to add,—¢- but Gog' is the huf:
band of the widow, and the father of the fatherlefs,” In
other interviews with him, he expreffed himfelf to this eée&.—e-
¥ What a miferable man fhould I be in this ficknefs without
religion | T have not lived the life of the wicked, and I doubt
not but I thall die the death of the righteous. The pains I’
now endure are nothing when compared with my deferts, and
they are working for me a far more exceeding and eternal
" weight of glory. All my hopes of heaven are founded on
the merits of Chrifty and to Him 1 fhall eternally aferibe all the
praife of my falvation.’ In this happy frame of mind he con-
tinued til] the moment when he reclined his head on his pillow,
and faid,—*¢ I am now going *.” May our laft end be like his!”

* He died Saturday, Juiy 26, 1794,
12 Mr.,
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Mr. S. STILLMAN, and Mifs H. STILLMAN, of Bfloh, N\ I

In a Jetter of June 4, 1794, one of Dr. Stillman’s
affe&ionate fellow labourers thus writes: ¢ Dr. Stillman is
thofen Chaplain to the Hotife of Reprefentatives the prefent
year ; but he is fomewhat confined with indifpofition, and
has a daughter fuppofed to be in the laft flages of a con-
fumption; of courfe his troublcs are great, but he has a
God to fupport him.”> By a more recent account we are
informed, That Mr. Samuel Stillman, (a fon of the Doctor)
a youth of 22 years of gee, fteady and attentive to his
bufinefs in the mercantile line, but labouring under confump-
tive fymptoms, had, by the advice of his phyficians, been
fent to the IMfland of Madcira, from whence he returned
only alive. 'The fofteft attentions of his father, his mam-
ma, and the family, were paid him day and night, till Jan.
17, when he died. T'wo wecks before his diffolution his
{ifter Harriet, about 26, (unmairied both of them) took to
her chamber with the fame kind of complaints: ¥From his
fureral the affe@ionate relatives had reccurfe to the’fick

- room of the dear gitl, who lingered till July the 10th, and
then died. But itappears that much mercy has been gracioufly
mingled with this difpenfation. With his fon, the Door
had fome agreeable and comforting converfation eight or nine
days before he died, and other opportunities of a fimilar kind
it 1s likely might have been enjoyed but for the quantities of
laudanum which were adminiftered to him. He, however,
affured his father, that he was convinced of his loft con-,
dition as a finner, but feared that he had not fuch a fenfe of
it as he ought to have—yet that he could truft his all with
Chrift, if called that moment to die.

Harriet had been under great diftrefs for fome time, and
almoft concluded that fhe was too great a finner to be faved.
But in the beginning of June, it was pleafed God to reveal
himfuf to her by the encouraging hiftory of the penitent
and pardoned thief on the crofs. 'The grace difplayed in
his forgivenefs, accompanied with this d%c‘;aration, To-day
Shalt thou be with me in paradife, gave her peace and con-
folation; and, cxcepy in a few dark intervals, her foul was
happy from that time to her death, which was five or fix
weeks.  She was unwiiling that her father thould pray for
her life; ¢ 1 fear,” faid the, « 1 thall bc impatient—1I long
to be gone—I long to be with Chriit.”— 1 amn perfeéily
happy,” faid fhe one day to her mamma, “ I have fué€1 con-
fidence in his promifes, that I can truft all on Chrift—I can
finile at pain and death.” Thus fhe continued till the laf},
and in the very ipoments of diffolution was calm and happy.

ORDI-
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ORDINATIONS, &c,

IN

1793 AND 1794.

“Rev. Tromas Bruwper. April 3, 1793, Mr. Blundel was
ordained paftor of the church of Chritt at Arnfby, in Leicetter-
thire, lately under the care of the Rev. Robert Hall deceafed.
Mr. Jofhua Burton, of Foxton, introduced the fervice of the day
by reading fuirable portions of fcripture, and prayer. Mr. Richard
Hopper, of Nottingham, explained she ordination fervice. Mr.
Mills, of Sheepfhead, prayed the ordination prayer. Mr.
Fuller, of Kettering, gave the charge from Tit. i1. 15. Let no
man defpife theg.  Mr. Sutcliff, of Qluey, addrefled the church
from Eph. v. 2. Walk in love; and concluded the fervice with
prayer.

Rev. Jounx MieLL’s ordination at Wimburn, Dorfet, April
24, 1793, was conduéted in the foilowing manner: Mr. Saffery,
of Sarum, read Pfalm cxxxxii. 1 Tim. iil. and prayed. Mr."
Stradling, of Lymington, delivered the introduftory addrefs; -
and enquired of the church if it were their defire that Brother
Miell thould become their paftor; which was anfwered in the:
affirmative, and teftified by "the lifting up of hands. He then
defired them to give fome account of the fteps they had taken,
and of the providences which had concurred to bring about the
prefent fertlement: which being done by one of the members,
in the name of the whole, Brother Miell was requefted to fig-
nify his acceptance of the call, and to give a confeflion of his.
faith; with which requeft he comphed with. Then Mr. W.-
Steadman, of Broughton, prayed, Mr. Horfey, of Pordmouth,
delivered the charge from A&ts xx, 28. Take beed therefore unts
yourfelves, and unto all the flock over awhich the Holy Ghoft hath’
made you overfeers. Mr. Lewis, the Independent minifter of.
Ringwood, prayed : Then Mr. Dyer, of Devizes, preached to.
the people from Col. it. 19. And not halding the bead, &c.” Mr.
Budden, of Downton, concluded in prayer. The fervice was
performed in the Indzpendent meeting-houfe ; that of the Baptifts
being too fmall to contain the number of people who aflembied
on the occafion. :

Previogs to the ordination, four perfons were baptized in 2
river near the town, in the fight of a numerous concourie of'
fpeftators ; and in the evening, Mr. Saffery preached from

eb. xiii. 5, latter part. The whole was conduzd in a {olemn
apd edifying manner. The meetings were well attended: The
Great Head of the church was prefent; and it was a very
comfortable and profitable day to many, both minifters and peo-
ple.  The Baptifg church is in a profperous ftate ; has had con-

13 , figerable
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fiderable additions within this eight or nine months, and 1s ex-
ceedingly well fuited in their prefent paftor.

Rev. Joun Pirrinc (Extradt of a letter from the Rev. Mr,
Wade, of Accrington.) John Pilling was ordained paftor of the
church at Goodfhaw Chapel (near Burnley, Lancafhire) May
1, 1793. According to cefire, I introduced the meeting by read-
ing Ifa. liv. 1 Tim. iii. finging Pfalm cxxxii. and prayer. Mr.
Hyde afked the ufual queftions with wifdom, order, and pro-
priety. Mr. Pilling’s anfwers were concife, full, and judicious.
Mr. Fawcett prayed the ordination prayer with becoming feri-
oufnefs ; it was well adapted to the cafe. "Mr. Hirft gave the
charge from A&s xx. z4. which was glain, and very ufeful. Mr.
Fawcett addreffed the people from Afls ix. 31. This laft cif-
courfe was perhaps one of the beft I ever heard or read, on the
fubjed. o ' ’

Rev. Jounw Manning. Mr. John Manning was ordained

_paftor of the church of Chrift, at Spaldwick, Hunts., on May 7,
1793. Mr. John Whitmee, of Great Gidding, opened the
bufinefs of the day by reading fuitable portions of feripture, and
prayer. Mr. Jothua Nicholls, of Kimbolton, ftated the ordi-
nation {ervice. Mr. Dickens, of Keyfo, prayed the ordination
prayer. Mr. John Sutcliff, of Olney, gave the charge from
2 Tim. ii. 1. Now, therefore, my fon, be firong, &c. Mr. Ifaac
Gardner, Independent minifter of the church at Cambridge,
prayed. Mr. Dickens addrefled the church from 1 Thefl. v.
12, 13. And e befecch you, brethren, to know them awbo labour,
&c. Mr. Audley, an Independent minifter in Cambridge, clofed’
in.prayer. ' '

Rev. Jorn CuERRY’s* ordination took place on Wednefday,
May 2g, 1793, in the Baptift Meeting-houfe, at Wellington, (So-
merfet). 'Mr. Dawfon, of Lyme, read fuitable portions of ferip-
ture, and prayed : Mr. Sprague, of Tiverton, explained the na-
ture of the bufinefs for which the minifters were affembled, and re-
quefted the confeflion of faith. The confeflion was then made.
Mr. Tommas, of Briftul, offered up the ordination prayer, with
which laying on of hands was obferved. Mr. Clark, of Exeter,
delivered the charge, and then Mr. Benjamin Thomas, of Pref-
cot, prayed. " Mr. Tommas, of Briftol, preached to the church ;
and Mr. Horfey, of Portfmouth, clofed the fervice by prayer.
At fuitable intervals the congregation were engaged in finging.

The fervice appeared t6 be pleafing to thofe who condutted it;
was profitable to thofe interefted in 1t, and confefledly folemnto
the fpeQtators. ~ The prevalence of affetion and harmony is a
circumftance mot uncommon among real Chriftians at the fetle-

* Brother Cherry hasopened an Academy at Wellington, for the educa-
cation of young gentlemen, the circumftances of which portend its ufe-
fulnefs and refpectability.

: ’ g@e_nt
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_ment of aminifter, and it was evident that the beft difpofitions
prevailed through the whole of this day.

Rev: James.BarneTT, Lymington, (Extra&t.) I was origis -
nally a member with the Rev. Mr. %‘lorfcy, at Portfea, and while
exercifing my gifts among his people, was requefted to vifit the
2d Baptift church at Lymington ; after continuing heré a probati-
onerabout eighteen months, I received a cajl to the paftoral office,
which I accepted, and which wes publicly notified June 12,1793,
in the foIIOWing manner: Brother Bain, of Downton, began the
fervice by reading and prayer. Mr. Stokes, of Lockerly, intre=
duced the bufinefs ; atked the ufual queftons of the church and mi-
nifter, and received my confeffion of faith. Mr. Beftiand prayed,
and Mr, Edwards, of Portfea, gave the charge. Mr. Croome then
prayed, and Mr. Budden, late of Downton, preached to the
people. Mr. Sedcole, an Independent minifter of Swanage,
clofed the work of the day bty prayer. Brother Perry conduéted
the praifes of God at proper intervals through the whole. Since
my ordination we have baptized and received into our littie {fo-
ciety feventeen perfons, fix of them are failors; they belonged
to tranfports which lay here five months, with a part of Earl
Moira’s army. Their converfion to God was a matter of furprife -
and joy to.us, particularly of one of them who had beena mem-
ber of the church of Rome. .

Rev. Tuaomas Newsnouse, (Extra®t.) On the 18th of
June 1793, Mr. Thomas Newhoufe was ordained paftor of the
church in Gifburn Foreft, Yorkfhire. Brother Nathan Smith, of
Barnoldfwick, introduced the work of the day by reading Ezek.
ii. 15—21. 1 Tim. iii. and prayer. John Srutterd, of Coln, afked
the ufual queftions, and received brother Newhoufe’s confeflion
of faith; attempted the ordination prayer, and alfo the charge
from Col. 4. 17. Take heed to the miniffry which thou haff received
inthe Lord, that thou fulfil it. Brother Nathan Smith preached
to the people from Heb. xiii. z2. [ &efeech you, brethren, fufier
the avord of exhortation,

Rev. Taomas Hunt, Watford, (Extra&.) Dear Sir, Agree-
able to the hint which you gave me in your favour of the zgth
of December laft, I fend you the following account of the manner
in which I was called to the work of the miniftry, and of my
Ordination. Once a fortnight a conference on religious fub-
Jje@ts was carried on for upwards of two years, between fome of
the members of the church, of Chrift, under the paftoral casre
of the Rev. Abraham Booth, meeting in Litle Prefcot-fireet,
London. :

Standing related to that church as a member, I was called upon
to unite and aflift with other brethren in thofe exercifes, and the
leading ideas were fummed up by our Paftor, who alfo gave hig
opinion upon the fubje&, and concluded the meetings in prayer.
In procefs of time, the church thought proper to call upon me
to {peak more largely from a text of my own choofing at their

14 next
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next church meeting. In this ‘pra&ice I continued at their different.
church meetings during the {pace of fix months. After this, a time
of folemn prayer was fet apart for divine direétion, and fuitable
portions of fcripture were read by our paftor. At the following
meeting, held May 18, 1791, the church unanimoufly agreed
to give me a call to the work of the miniftry, which I cordially
accepted in the fear of God, looking up to him for affitance.

On the laft Lord’s day of May 1791, immediately after
public worthip in the afternoon, my pafior gave me a word of
exhortation from A&ts xx. 19." Serming the Lord awith all bumi-
Uity of mind, and with many tears and temptations. From which he
obferved, 1. That the miniflerial work is a fervice, and that
minifters are the f¢rvants of Chrift, who is the Lord here {poken
of. 2. The manner in which the minifiers of Chrift fhould fill
up their office, auvith all Fumility of mird. ‘'The chriftian
fhould be feen in the minifter, and the minifter thould exemplify
the chriftian. 3. That a minifter’s work 1s frequently attended
with great trials, and many difficulties ; the zpoftle {pecks of his
ferving the Lord with many tears. 1 might therefore expeét to meet
with difficulties partly. from the world ; at other times, from
quarters where I leaft expefted it ; aud frequently from myfelf,
and the temptations of fatan: thefe things wounld fometimes
caufe me to thed tears. On the sthof June 1791, I entered upon
the public miniftry, and delivered a difcourfe, being my firft fer-
mon, from Plalm xxvii. 14.  Wait on the Lord, be of good conrage,
and be fhall iresgthen thine beart, await I fay on the Lord.

‘My Ordination, which took place on the 12th of September
1793, was conduéted as follows: Public worfhip began at half
pait ten 0’Clock. Mr. Sutciiff, of Qlney, opened the fervice with
prayer. Mr. Liddon, of Hempfted, delivered an introduétory
difcourfe, and by various arguments defended Prateftanifm in
general, and the Diffenters in particular refpeéting their mode of
worthip on thefe occafions, 1. By refuting an objedtion. 2. By
re@ifying a mittake. 3. By explaining the nature of the fervice
in which we were engaged. The church having recognifed
their call, I recognifed my acceptance of it, and then delivered
the leading articles of my faith. Mr. Gill, of St. Albans, im-
plored the divine blefling on the new relation which the church
and I had now formed. ' ’ :

Mr. Boeth, my Paftor, then gave me a folemn, faithful,
affe@ionate charge, and addrefled the people, both inone difcourfe,
from Phil. ii. chap. former claufe of the 16thverfe.  Holding forth
the word of life.  He fhewed, 1.What is'intended by the word of
life. and 2. Called our attention to the duty here enjoined.
Itis neceffarily fuppofed of the minifter who holds forth the word
of life, 14, That heundgritands ic himfelf before he can explain it
tosthe underftanding of others. zdly, That he gives credit to it
before he can recommend it to the faith of others. ‘Then, 3dly,
That he exhibits the word of life by the public preaching of
the gofpel.  He applied the f{ubjedt firft to myfeif; :mt?1 the

o . . - - C ‘.".gc
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charge was included in three particulars. 1ft, That T fhould
hold forth the word of life in its purity. 2dly, In its amplitude,
and 3dly, Inits praftical influence. He then addreffed the Deacens
and private members of the church ; and his c¢xhortatien to them
was included in she following particulars: Hold forth the
avord of life. 1. By a repular and fisted attendance on the mcans
of grace, and the ordinances of God’s houfe. 2dly, By adher-
ing to, and fteadily maintaining thofe doltrines which are re-
vealed in the word of life. 3dly, By fupporting the caufe of
truth, and giving your paftor all the encouragement which he
may ftand in need of. 4thly, By corfiantly maintaining peaces
love, and unamimity among yourfelves. gthly, By fuch a
humble, holy, and exempiary walk and converfation as thall
adorn the doétrine of God your Ssviour in all things. The ex-
hortation was then applied to the congregation ar large. Mn.
Pilly, . of Luton, concladed in prayer. The whole fervics
proved very pleafant ; it was comprefied within three hours and a
half ; and the condufting of it gave general falsfaltion®. May
the Lord crown the labours of that day with his blefling, to'the
futare comfort of the church, and their unworthy paftor, whe
{fublcribes himfelf,

Your obliged friend and brother in the gofpel;
’ THOMAS HUNT.

The Rev. Joux Rowranp, at Cold Rowley, Durham, z3d
of O&ober 1793. Mr. Curatort, an Independent miniftring Bro-
ther, of Newcaftle, opened the worfhip with a fhort prayer, ex-
plained the fervice to be attended to, read Ephefll iv. 1—16.
1 Tim. iii. 1—7. fung and prayed. Mr. Whitfield condutted
the ordination fervice, by propofing the queftions ta the church
and the paftor, and received the confeflion of faith: be alfo
offered up the ordination prayer. After apfalm (132. C. M. from
the paufe), was fung, he gave the charge from 1 Tim. iv. 16.

* The brevity of this fervice is to be attributed, in fome meafure, to
the following circamftance. The church at Watford had laid their plan
after the old method, to have rwo fermons at the ordination ; and hence
Mr. Hunt came to town, and requeited his paflor to preach one, and me
the other : I faid to him, * My good brother, I am fure 1 would gladiy
thew you any refpe&t in my power, but it is not probable that Ican be
with you at the time you have fixed; befides, why fhould we always
have two fermons at an ordination, and tire the people to death?
Muft we forever groan and go on in the road of impropriety? Do
give my love tp friend Bootk, and befecch him to break the neck of a
cuftom of which every body complains. He has done fo much good
that if he takes upon him, I mean, if he innovates a little, nobody will
blame Aim : a diftinétion wiil be made by all, but idiots, between refor-
mation and reyolution. ~ Mr. Hunt, I fuppofe, carried the meflage, and
only gnz fermon was preached ; and fo pleafed were the people with
the manngr ip which thg bufinefs was conduéted, that Brother Hunt
hopes, when it is generally known, it will become, in fome refpedt at
leaft, 2 model far future ordinations, and form a new =ra in the hiftory
of thefe {ervices. EprTos. ’

+ Whois fince dead : he was a lively and exemplary and uvfeful minifter

recommending



122 ORDINATIONS IN 1704

recommending attention and perfeverance from the weighty mo-
tive of being thereby inftrumental in promoting the falvation of
preacher and hearers. After the 410 Hymn of the Seletion wa
fung, Mr. Skinrer, of Newcaftle, delivered a very fuitable dif-
courfe to the people from Deut. 1. 38." Encourage bim. Mr,
Robinfon, another Independent miniftring brother, of Hexham,
concluded with prayer.

Rev.Wirriam Trrry, at Snape, Yorkihire, Nov. 13, 1793-
"Fhe bufinefs of the day was opened by Mr. Rewland, of Cold
Rowley, in 2 fhort introdutory prayer, reading Matt, xxviii.
Tit. i. 1 Pet. 1. 1—4. with a brief account of ordinations among
the primitive churches, and in the diffenting congregations; then
fung and prayed. Mr. Whitfield ‘fropofe,d the neceflary queftions
to the church and the paftor ; heard his faith, which was approved,
and made the ordination prayer. After finging a hymn, he preached
to the paftor from 1 Tim. iv. 16. Mr. Afhworth, of Gilderfome,
having prayed, preached to the people from Phil. i. 27. Only
Jet your comverfaticr be as it becometh the Gofpel of Chrift : Heallo
concluded with finging and prayer. .

- This, fervice was conduéted in a dwelling houfe, the poor
people not having a meeting houfe; a barn being too dark
and cold ; and their friendly neighbours the Quakers and Methodifis
at Maflam, being fo unfriendly as each to deny the ufe of their
refpedtive houfes upon this occafion: But it was pleafing to re-
colle@t, that the throne of grace is every where acceflible, and
that the people were within the promife, Mat. xviii. zo.

Rev. Joseru RiNg, at Bradford, Wilts, (Extralt of two
letters) April 24, 1794. Yefterday we attended at Bradford the
ordination of Brother Jofeph Ring. Mr. Cooper began the fer-
vice by reading a fuitable part of {cripture, attended with prayer
and finging, after which he proceeded to introduce the work by
a brief, but judicious difccurfe, in which he confidered the
Chriftian miniftry as an appointment of Chrift; infited on the in-
dependencey of Gofpel Churches, and congratulated the people
on the liberty they enjoyed in this cafe. He then propofed the
ufual queftions to the church and minifter. Mr. Ring now deli-
vered memoriter, a confeffion of his faith, with much feriouf-
nefs, regularity, and good fenfe.” His fentiments are firictly
evangelical. Mr. Rawlings, of Trowbridge, prayed the ordination
prayer with great fpirituality, adding the impofition of hands,
in which he was joined by feven or eight of his ordained brethren,
Dr. Ryland, of Broadmead, then delivered a moft pious, perti-
nent, ingenious, aud animated charge from 2 Tim. iv. 5. But
avatch thou in all things. After a few verfes more were fung,
Mr. Tommas, of the Pithay, delivered a very fuitable difcourfe
to the people from 1 Thefl. v. 12, 13. " dnd ave befeech you bre-
thren to know them which labour among you, &c. It was truly de-
lightful to hear how affetionately and feelingly this venerable fer-
vant of Chrift addrefled the Church. We all rejoice in the gifts
and grace of Dr. Ryland, and think it a great privilege for th}:
' B ‘ ' ' © 7 chure
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church at Broadmead, the academy at Briftol, and the Baptift in-
tereft in ﬁenéral, that Providence 'has brought him into this
neighbourhood. May the great Head of the churchlong preferve,
aflift, and fucceed him! :

Rev. Dr. Ryranp’s Settlement.

Extral of a letter, May 20, 17¢4.

< Laft Thurfday, the 15th inftant, I attended the long withed
for event of Dr. Ryland’s fettlement as paftor of the Baptift
Church at Broadmead, Briftol. Mr. Hughes began the fervice
abeut half paft 10 0’Clock, by reading feveral parts of fcripture
attended with prayer. Mr. B, Francis then gave cut a fuitable
hymn, as he did feveral times afterward ; but as he was to

reach a fermon in the evening, he tock no other part in the
firft public fervice. Mr. Kingdon ther gave the following ac-
count of the bufinefs of the aay.

¢ As the members of the church affembling in this place have
been deprived by death of their beloved paftor, the late Dr.
Evans, and as, on various accounts, it is neceflary the paftor of
this church fhould poflefs abilities for giving inftru&tion to pious
young men who are candidates for the miniftry; they, after
feeking divine dire&tion, confulting friends, and employing
their thoughts much on the fubjed, fuppofed that Dr. Ryland
did poflefs fuch abilities, and was likely to be re{petable and
ufefal among them both as tator and paflor.

¢ Accordingly they laid the matter both before the church at
Northampton and Dr. Ryland, for their ferious confideration.
The Doétor and his church there, after feeking diretion from
heaven, on the moft mature deliberation, could not but think
the call was from the Lord, and that therefore it was their duty
to comply with it. And though it was a fore trial to the church
at Northampton to part with a minifter and paflor, who, on
many accounts, had been, and fill is very dear to them, yet
from the confideration that his removal to Broadmead was like-
Iy to conduce to his great ufefulnefs, and the more general
benefit of the-Chriftian church, they generoufly confented to
give him up, and publickly difmiffed him for the above ends
to-this church: and we, fome of the minifters and members of
neighbourin’g churches, are here prefent to witnefs this union,
1o teftify our approbation of it, and thankfulnefs for it; to
implore a divine blefling upon it, and to %;_ive this our highly
refpested Brother Dr. Ryland, a fincere welcome to our pulpits,
to our houfes, and to our hearts.”

¢ Mr. Kingdon'then prayed. Mr, Clark, of Exeter, preached ;
and Mr. Tommas, of Briftol, clofed the fervice in prayer.”

The following is a fhort but faithful fketch of Mr. Clark’s
difcourfe on this interefting occafion.
As my worthy brother, whom, upon the prefent occafion, I am
"called to addrefs, had long fuftained the paftora! office with

much honour and reputation in another part of the Lord’s

Rock
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flock ; I do not think it-meet, and I perfuade myfelf it will
not be expefted, that I fhould at this time attempt to give
what is commonly termed a Charge, but fhall embrace this
opportunity of exprefling that refpectful and affectionate effeem
whichI have long poffefled for your dear and honoured paftor,
and my good withes for this chriftian community, by dire&t-

ing your attention to thofe words which you find in the ii.

ch::{?ter of the book of Ruth, and the middle clapfe of the 4th

yerié,
THE LorD BE WITH YOU.

Thefe words contain a friendly falutation of Boaz to his
reapers—they exprefs true humility and genuine piety—The re-
ply made by them, * The Lord blefs thee,” manifefts that they
had drank into the fame pious temper and difpofition. How
delightful to fee mafter and fervants thus unite in exprefling
their regard to God, and efteem for one another !

The pafluge may ferve to direct our attention to the follow-
ing obfervation. THAT IT Is A MATTER OF. GREAT IMPOR-
TANCEIN WHATEVER SITUATION, CONNEXION, OR CIR-
CUMSTANCE OF LIFE WE MAY BE, TO HAVE THE LORD
WITH US.

By having zhe Lord with us, we mean {omething diftin& from
his neceffary prefence as he is an omnmiprefent being; and
fomething more than his common prefence by which all things
are upheld in exiltence: we intend {uch an interpofition of his
providence and grace as fhall effe&t the various purpofes for
which we ftand in need of him. The Lord is with his people
to’ proteét them——to gyide them—to provide for them—to afift
and fucceed them.

But what I would particular]y attempt in improving the fore-
going obfervation, with refpe& to our dear Brother, 1s,

To point out fome of thofe important ends for which the
mirifters of Chrift, and their chriftian friends on their behalf,
would wifh the Lord to be with them:

To fet forth fome things which are neceffary in order to our
entertaining an expeltation of the Lord’s being with us :

And then offer fome confiderations as encouragements to fupe
part fuch an expettation,

The miniftess of Chrift may very properly defire the Lord to
be with them in the difpenfations of his providence, by affording
them {uch meafures of health and ftrength as may fubferve to
a conftant and vigorous attendange on the various duties of their
effice. '

The prefence of the Lord alfo will be defired by the minifters
of Chrift, as negeflary tp the profperity and welfare of their
own fouls. Itis a matter of great importance-that our own
fouls be in a profperous ftate—rthis will mightily influence our
private ftudies, and public 'miniftrations : a lively fenfe of divine
thirgs upon our minds will difcover itfelf both in the houfg of
$od and in the houfes of our friends—it will fortify againft the

many
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fany temptations to which we are expofed, promote haly bold-
nefs and courage in our work, and caufe a facred fervor to run
through the duties to which we are called—but this lively fenfe
cannot be poffeffled only as the Lord, in the fpecial influences of
his grace, is with us.

The prefence of the Lord cannot but appear of the greateft
importance in every part of our minifterial work. We need
the divine prefence to dire¢t and influence us in the choice of
our fubjedls, and in colle@ting matter thereon ; when addrefling
the congregation, to fecure from the fear of man and the defire
of applaufe, and to enable us to deliver the truths of God with
freedom, faithfulnefs, and fervor ; and in adminiftering the or-
dinances of the gofpel, that they be attended to with fpiritnality
and folemnity of mind : and as we need the divine prefence
for afliftance, fo likewife for fuccefs, for a Paul may plant, and
an Apollos water in vain, unlefs the Lord is prefent to give the
increafe. :

The divine prefence is needed in condulling the affairs of
the church; the fpiritual affairs I mean; for as to the tem-

oral concerns of it, the lefs we have to do with them the

etter : much wifdom, fpirituality, refolution and meeknefs,
are neceflary for managing the.concerns of tiie houfe of God in
fuch a_ manner as may promote the glory of God, and the
intereft of the community over which we¢ prefide, for which
we need the Lord to be with us.

In the.houfes of our friends we need the Lords prefence,
that our vifits may be conduéted with wifdom and fpirituality, fo
as to be fubfervient to the grand ends of our miuifterial charac-
ter. Yea, in the whole of our deportment wé need the Lord to
be with us, that we may preach by our lives as well as with
our lips ; and exe%nplify in our general condu&t the great and
important traths that from time to time are held forth by us.
Thefe are fome of the defirable and important ends for which
the minifters of Chrift cannot but be folicitoufly concerned,
for themfelves, and their chriftian brethren for them, thar
they may enjoy thé divine prefence; for thefe parpofes we
need the Lord to be with us. We are not fufficient of curfelves
to think any thing as of ourfelves, ail our fufficiency is of God.

But in what way are we to expeét the Lord to be wiih us in
our public chara&ter?

It is highly neceffary to fuch an expefation that we be
attentively concernied for a clofe and fteady walk with him in
our private charalter. Without this, his fpirit will be grieved
by us, and if grieved, his fenfible influence be withdrawn.
Would we have the Lord with us ? let us make the enjoyment
of his prefeace the matter of earneft prayer, and in all our
engagements maintain a dependence on him—let us be found
in the diligent ufe of thofe mearsin which his prefence is to
be expeéted—and fec to it that our ends be right when feek-
ing the divine prefence, Let our ultimate end in deﬁri‘x}:lg

’ €
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the prefence of God be the fame as his in affording it—eved
his own glory in the advancement of 2 Redeemer’s kingdom;
and the intereft and welfare of the fouls of men. However
fervent our defire of his prefence to afiift and fucceed us may
be, or however firm our dependence thereon, if dur end is not
right, if felf is our ultimate obje@, of which we ate in no
fmall danger, our defire and dependencé cannot meet the
divine approbation, hot have we any realon to expe&t the
affitance or fuccefs that is fought by us. Were we to exprefs
in prayer, the ends for which we afk the prefence and blefling
of God, when felf is our obje&t, we fhonld be utterly con-
founded, and thould be made to fee and feel that fuch peti-
zions cannot be granted, but muft be an abomination in the
fight of God. It is then of vaft importance that we look
well to the end for which we defire a divine blefling. We may
be diligent in preparing for the work of the {fan@uary, we may
be earneft in our application to God in prayer, both for affift-
ance and fuccefs ; yea, we may be exercifing a depenidence on
him, and all this from no othér principle than Self-love, and
with a view to Self-advancement ; confequently, more than thie
is neceflary to a well grounded expe&ation of having the Lord
with us—even a regard to his glory. Finally, if we would
have the prefence of the Lord with us, let us take care what
ufe we make thereof when indulged with it; that we do not
facrifice to onr own net, or burn inéenfe to our own drag, but
give to him the glory due to his name, both for thé afliftance
afforded, and fuccefs granted.

Thefe things are highly neceflary to an éxpe@aticn of the
fpecial and fenfible prefence of the Lord; and where thefe
are found, there is abundant encouragement for his minifters
10 expe& his prefence. The work in which they are engaged
s the Lord’s—the ends purfucd are what he is purfuing—he
knows the need they have of his prefence —and he has gracioufly
promifed it to them. For théfe purpoles, my Brother, we wifh
the Lord to be with you: to be with you as a man, a chriftian;
and a chriftian minifter; to afford you health of body, profpe-
xity of foul, affiftance in your work, and to crown your labours
with abundant fuccefs.

But.now, Brethren, we turn our eyes from your dear and
honoured paffor, to exprefs our defires on yoar behalf, that the
Lord may be with yox—But for what ends? Among the
various that might be {pecified, we mention two ; The one is a
growth in grace and the knowledge of Chrift Jefus; and the
other, an increafe in your numbers of fuch as fhall be faved.

But iri what way are you to expeét the Lord t6 be with you?{
Do you with him to be with you, that you may be a fpiritual
people, alive for God, and making advances in the divine life?
then let each one be making the life and power of religion id
bhis own heart the matter of his earneft concern: Let there be
2 diligent attention to thofe means which are adapted to pro<

mote
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mote the life and power of religion in one another: watch
over each other: converfe freely together upon the moft inte-
refting fubjedts : attempt, as inftruments, to kindle the flame of
{piritual and devout affeftions in each others breaft. Do you
expedt the Lord to be with you to blefs you with an increafe of
grace and numbers, through the inftrumentality of him whom
you have chofe: to be your paftor? In what way are you to
expett it?. Need I fay, or are you not beforehand with me in
faying, by prayer for him? Yes; pray for him in your
clofets, in your families, and in the houfe of God. Do you
defire the Lord to bs with you making the miniftrations of
your paftor fubfervient to your {piritual profit? be found regular
in your attendance on them; attend with {piritual views; be
judicious, but not critical hearers of the word. Do you defire
the Lord to blefs your minifter to the increafe of your numbers?
follow the word delivered by him, not only to your own heart
by fixed meditation, butalfo to the confciences of your children,
fervants, and others with whom you may have apportunity, by
ferious ahd faithful cenverfation. Do you defire .that youor fa-
milies may be bleffed through his inftrumentality ? give him an
oppornity of converfing with your children and fervants on
their moft important interefts, when he vifits you—In a word,
do you with the Lord to be with you as a church, for your
profperity, both with refpe& to an increafe in grace, and ad-
dition to Kour numbers ? ufe every mean that is adapted to
promote thefe ends. Forfake not theaffembling yourfelves
together, and, with every mean ufed, forget not that which is
of the higheft importance, fervent prayer to the Lord. Bleffed
be his name ! where thefe things are attended to, there is encou-
ragement from the word of God, and the experience of his peo-
ple, to expedk his gracious prefence both in your perfonal and
colle&live capacity. .
And now, Brethren, may the Lord be with you as a church of
the living God——May he be with you who are in office in this
church to crown your attempts for promoting its moft im-
portant interefts with a moft divine blefing—May he be with
the aged and the young; with thofe who have had a long
ftanding in the houfe of God, and with fuch- as have lately
made a profefiion of his name~—May the Lord be with our other
Brother * who miniflers among you in holy things—May he en-
joy much of the divine prefence in his own foul, and from
time to time come forth under the fpecial unétion of the Holy
Spirit—DMay the Lord be with our dear Brethren in the other
diftinguithing charafer they fuftain, and work to which they are
called—that they may have the pleafure of feeing many go forth
to publith the gofpel of falvation as burning and fhining lights.
That Minifters- and People, Tutors and Students, may have-

abundant reafon to rejoice together, may the Lord be with
you, even {o Amen and Amen. '

* The Rev. Mr. Hughes affittant preacher to the Rev. Dr. Ryland,
and his colleague in the Academy.
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