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To the preceding Monody would have been added a Bio-
graphical Sketch of Mr. Robinfon, had not his Memoirs been
recently undertaken by a pen peculiarly fuited to the bufinefs :
it may, however, be proper juft to mention, thatMr. Relinfon
departed this life on the gth of June 1790, aged 54 years
and 8 montbhs.

Rev. Josepr Coox,
Euhaw, Upper Indian Land, South Carolina.

MTr. Cock was born of pious parents in the city of Bath,
Somerfetthire, and called by divine grace in the early part of
life, under the miniftry of the lats celebrated and much efteem-
ed Rev. George Whitcfield, at the chapel, of the late Coun-
tefs Dowager of Huntingdon, at Bath. Mr. Whitefield was
exceedingly kind to him, and often tock him out with him in
his carriage to converfe with him about divine things. As
he very foon gave clear evidence, not only of a found con-
verfion, but alfo that he had minifterial gifts, Lady Hunting-
dony who had « great regard for kim, which continued to her
dying day, feut him, in the 1gth year of h.s age, to her coliege
at Trevecka, in Brecknockfhire, Scuth Wales. Here he ap-
plied himfelf clofely to his ftudies, and made confiderable im-
provement. He was much efteemed by his tutors and fel-
low-ftudents, being of a good obliging temper ; but what
moft endeared him was his lively fpiritual turn of mind, and
his readinefs to help and comfort any who were in trouble of
foul. His very firit excurfions in the villages to exercife his
gifts, the Lord cwned, fo that he preached with acceptance
and fuccefs.

In September 1771, Lady Huntingdon received a fenfible
anonymous letter, requefting her to fend a minifter to Mar-
gate, in the Ifle of Thanct, deferibing itas alicentious place,
particularly at the watering feafon. She made known the con-
tents of it to one of her fenior ftudents, Mr. William Al-
dridge*, and gave him the liberty of choofing any ftudent hz
pleafed in the collegeto accompany and affift him in this im-
portant work : he fixed upon Mr. Cook, who cordially approved
of the defign. Preparations therefore were made for their jour-
ney, and after taking an affeCtionate leave of all at college,
attended with many hearty prayers for their fafety and profpe-
rity, they proceeded to the place of ation. Being utterly

* Mr. Aldridge is now paftor of a congregaiion in Jewry-ftreet, mear
Whitechapel, London,
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unknown toany perfon at Margate, they begaa to preach out
of doors. Many attended, and not in vain. Several were
favingly wrought upon, and turned from the error of their
ways, while old profeflors were ftirred up, who feemed to
have been fettled upon their lees: and now thefe itinerants
preached not only at Margate, but at many other places in the
Ile of Thanet.

About this time, many perfons in Dover not fatisfied
with Mr. #efley’s minifters and do&rine, having left his
meeting, and affembled in a private room for exhortation
and prayer, fent avery preffing invitation to Meflrs, Aldridge
and Cook, which they accepted. The former preached at Do-
ver for the firft time, in the market.place, on a Sabbath-day,
but met with great oppofition. A prefbyterian meeting-houfe,
which had been fhut up for a confiderable time, was therefore
procured by the perfons who had given them the invitation,
in the which Mr. Aidridge and his colleague ever afterwards
preached whilft they continuedat Dover. It was now agreed
on by all parties, that Mr. Aldridge and Cook fhould fupply
Margate and Dover conftantly, and change every week; ac-
cordingly Mr. Cesk came to Dover, and preached on the next
Tucfday evening. His firlt text was Heb. ii. 3. How
Shall we efeape iof we neglect fo great falvation.  Many
attended, and were much ftruck at the fight of fucha youth,
who delivered his difcourfe extempore, (which was a new
thing to moft of them). This fermon was, he believes, pecu-
liarly blefled to Mr. Atwood, now one of the Baptift minifters
at Folkftone, in Kent, fo that he was obliged to fay, « Here
is a man that has told me all things that ever 1 did ; furely he
is a fervant of Chrift.”  Mr. G continued to fupply Dover,
in his turn, for fome time, and was remarkably ufeful in
winning fouls to Chrift, of which many are yet living wit-
nefles, though fome are fallen afleep. Mr. Coo£ and Mr. A/-
dridge occafionally preached alfo at Deal; and at Folkftone
their word was fignally blefled to many, feveral of whom
have fince joined the Baptift intereft, and one of them is now
a Deacon in Mr. Atwoeod’s church.

Two years after, the ftudents were called in from all parts
of the country to the college in Wales, to form amiffion for
North America, as very prefling and encouraging letters had
been received by Lady Huntingdon, defiring her to fend faith-
ful and zealous minifters thither. She therefore willingly
entered into the plan, laying the whole of it before the ftu-
dents, with her earneft requeft that they would take the fame

into
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into mature confideration, and efpecial'y make it a matter of
prayer, and that then thofe who faw their way clear to go
would declare it. At length Mr. Cosk, with others, freely
offered themfzlves for this fervice, came up to London, and
related their views of this work before many thoufands in the
Tabernacle, Moorfields, and elfewhere ; an account of which
was printed. After taking a very affecting farewel, they
embarked for America, with the Rev. Mr, ﬁerzy, (who af-
terwards returned, and has a mee ing-houfe at Woolwich, in
Kent). However the thip was detained in the Downs by a
contrary wind. MTr. Cock, being fo near, withed tofee his
friends at Dover once more, He went therefore unexpeltedly,
and preached a le¢ture, which was remarkablyowned. Several
of his fellow ftudents alfo went the next Sabbath to Dover to
preach. A fair and britk gale fprung up in the night,
the thip failed, and they were all left behind. “T'wo of them
remained in England, Mr. Henry Mead, a minifter now be-
longing to the eftablithment, in London; and Mr, #lliam
White, fince deceafed. Mr. Cook, with the reft, were yet de-
termined on the voyage, and profecuted the plan.  On their
arrival in America, as they had all preached in England, and
confidered themfelves authorized to do {o on their general pian,
they travelled about the country, and preached with much
acceptance among ferious Chriftians of different denomina-
tions, but particularly among the Baptifts, whom they found
inalively fate of religion at that time. Though thefe {tu-
dents were commonly confidered as belonging to the epifco-
pal church, then the eftablifhed religion of the Southern Colo-
nies, and {eemed fond to keep up this idea among the popu-
lace, yet they generally appeared pleafed with the company
and converfation of the Baptifts; and the moft of them gave it
to be underftood, That they had received convictions refpecting
the juftice and propriety of the Baptifts diftinguithing fenti-
ments, which, by one or two of the ftudsats, was reprefented
to have arifen from the introduétion ofa young man of Baprift
principles into the Countefles feminary in Wales, whofz ar-
guments had made fo great an impreffion on the ftudents, that
her Ladythip thought proper to difcard him.  Mr. Caok, how-
ever, kept himfelf confiderably referved, and more at a dif-
tance from the Baptift churches than the reft. Meflrs. Hilf
and Coffon, after fully profefling Baptift fentiments in their
converfation among the Bapuits, joined the Prefbyterians.
Mr. Roberts, who had profefled the fame in a letter to one of
the Baptift minifters, united himfelf with a refpeétable con-
gregation of Independents in Georgia; and on fome mifurni-
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derftanding arifing, left off preaching, took a commiffien in
the army, rofe to the rank of licutenant-colonel, and died.
Mr. Lewis Richards for a while fupprefled his convitions,
and engaged in aparifh, as candidate for the re€torfhip, but
forne time after* united himfelf to the Baptift church at the
High Hills of Santee, was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Furman,
and is now paftor of the Baptift church in Baltimore, Mary-
land.

Mr. Cso# had obtained the officz of a parith, but on his
marriage with 2 young lady, Mifs Elizabeth Bulline, of Bap-
tift parents, then dead, at the village of Dorchefter, about
eighteen miles from Charleftown, he determined to fettle
there, and preached to a mixed people, in refpect of religious
profeflion: a great part of them were, and are Epifcopalians ;
2 number the pofterity of a Baptift church which has become
extinét, that once flourifhed under the miniftry of the Rev.
Ifacc Chanler, a pious and eminent divine; and the re-
mains of an Independent congregation, removed to Georgia,
the fame mentioned above to which Mr. Roberts had united.
With the latter Mr. Cowot formed his clofeft connexicn,
preaching ordinarily in the place of worfhip belonging to
them. The difpute between Britain and the Colonies was
now become very ferious, the fword was drawn, blood had
begun to deluge the field of battle, and a general concern for
religious, as well as civil liberty, poffefied the breafts of the
Americans. A temporary form of government agreed on
by South Carolina, while a reconciliation to Britainon equi-
table principles was hoped for, had continued the partial
eftablithment, and legal fupport of the church of England.
this convinced the Diffenters of the neceffity of uniting and
making vigorous exertions for obtaining the egual enjoyment
of all the privileges proper to a free people. For they now
faw, that the Epifcopalians, who generally poflefled the ‘moft
confpicuous ftations, with their ufual appendages of wealth
and influence, while they declaimed againft the unconttitu-
tional claims of Britain, and were very fond of receiving the
affiftance of their Diffenting brethren in the national ftruggle,
were determined to fecure to themftlves every exclufive and
partizl advantage in their power, An invitation was now
given to minifters and churches of various denominations,
but principally to the Baptifts, among whom the bufinefs
originated, to meet at the High Hills of Santee, at the {eat of
the Baptift church there, which 'is nearly the centre of the

* Mr. Righards was baptized fome time after Mr, Cook.
State,
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State, to confult their general interefts. To this meeting,
which was held early in 1776, came Mr. Cook, with two
other of the young gentlemen mentioned above, and con-
tinued there to the next Sabbath, after the bufinefs was
concluded, which being the feafon for the adminiftration of
the Lord’s Supper in that church, divine worfliip was pub-
licly attended on the two preceding days. On Saturday, Mr.
Cook had an invitation to preach; and a little before fervice
began, he took afide Mr. Hart, the minifter of the Baptifk
church in Charleftown, who had ftaid to affift at the folem-~
nity, and Mr. Furman, the paftor of the church at Santee,
who was then very young in the miniftry, and has fince fuc-
ceeded Mr. Hart in Charleftown, requefting their advice on
a matter under which his mind laboured. They were in-
formed by him, that he had for a confiderable time felt ftrongs
convi&tions refpe&ing the propriety of Believer’s Baptifm,
and its neceflity in order to an umniverfal obedience of Chrift
in a becoming manner.—That he had endeavoured to filence
his confcience, and avoid the means of conviction during 2
great part of the time; but that of late he had felt fuch guilt
and fhame in refle€ting on his paft conduét, as impelled him
10 a ferious confideration of the fubject; with a full determi-
nation of heart to do whatever thould appear to be the will of
God; and that the refult of this inveftigation was the moft
fatisfallory evidence in favour of what he had fo long thought,
his duty. ~ This, with the forcible application to his mind, of
Ananias’s addrefs to Paul, “ And now, why tarrieft thou?
¢« Arifs and be baptized, and wath away thv fins, calling upor.
¢t the name of the [.ord,” made him anxious to comply with
his duty without delay, efpecially as a favourable opportunity
then offered. ¢ I have only to add, Gentlemen,” concluded he,
¢ that I fhould be glad of your advice whether to embrace the
ordinance immediately, or defer it to be adminiftered among
the people where I live; and if I fubmit to it immediately,
feeing my featiments and intention have been hitherto un-
known to the public, whether it would be proper for me to
make Ananias’s addrefs to St. Paul, juft now mentioned,
and from which I have felt fo much convition; the fubjet of
the difcourfe I am about to deliver, and juft in the light I
now behold it, as it applies tomyfelf? This, I confefs, is the
di&ate of my own mind, but I would not wifh to a& unad=
vifedly.”

Th}; minifters were both of opinion, that it would be beft
not to delay the adminiftration, and that it was proper he
thould follow the diftate of his mind refpe&ting the fubje&t
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and method of preaching propofed. He preached accordingly,
to the furprife and conviétion of many, and was the next day
baptized by the paftor of that church, the Rev. Mr. Furman,
after fatisfying the church refpeting his acquaintance with ex-

erimental religion; ahd on farther confideration, having en-
joyed his vifits before, and being fully fatisfied with his mini-
fterial qualifications, they began to contemplate his ordinatiort.
He was accordingly ordained a few days after by Mr. Hart
and Mr. Furman. A vacancy having taken place in the
church of Euhaw, by the death of an excellent divine, the Rev.
Francis Pelot, Mr. Cook foon received acall to take the paf-
toral care of it, which he accepted, and preached there with-
out interruption for fome time; but the invafion of the State
taking place, and his expofed fituation, near the fea-coaft,
having already fubjected him to lofles and diftrefs, he re-
moved to an interior part of the country, where he continued
to the conclufion of the war, but fuffered anew in the ravages
of the State by the troops under Lord Cornwallis, and other
commanders ; fo that when he returned to the Eubaw, on the
commencement of the peace, he was reduced to a ftate of po-
verty. Previous to his leaving Euhaw, he had loft his
firft wife, and married a fecond: fome circumftances attend-
ing this marriage gave difpleafure to a number of his friends,
and himfelf acknowledged he was chargeable with imprudence
in the tranfaétion, for which he was forry.

Hitherto nothing very confiderable had appeared in Mr.
Cosk’s miniftry in America, towards promoting the kingdom
of Chrift; but on his return to his church, having pafled
through fome humbling fcenes, and entering more fully into
che gofpel fpirit; he laboured with much fuccefs. The church
had been greatly reduced before he took charge of it, and at
his return was almoft become extinét; yet it pleafed God, by
his miniftry, to add a pleafing number to it in a few years.
The account of additions, by baptifm, prefented to the Affo-
ciation for the five laft years of his life, is as follows: For
1786, 17 ; for 1787 and 1788, 19; for 1789, 27; and for
1790, 15. Many of thefe are perfons of real worth and re-
fpe&a‘oilitg.

In the September of 170, he wrote a letter to Mr. Rippon,
of London, in which, after having {zid fome very handfome
things of Dr. Gi/’s Expofition of the Old and New Teftament,
and (to ufe his own expreflion}), of the ¢ ancient and highly
honoured church,” over which the DoStor fo long prefided,
he gave a pleafing account of the believing Negro church
at Savannab, and thenadded, « My fphere of action is great,

having
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having two congregations to regard at a confiderable diftance
from each other, exclufive of this where I refide; as alf
friendly vifits to pay to fifter churches, and {ocieties of other de-
nominations, whoare deftitute of minifters, frequently riding
under a fcorching fun, with afever, twenty riles in amorn-
ing, and then preach afterwards. Our brethren in England
have fcarcely an idea of what hardfhips we ftruggle with who
travel to propagate the gofpzl. I have been ina very poor
ftate of health for two months, but it has not prevented an
attention to the duties of my ftation. O what a blefling is
hzalth ! we cannot be too thankful for it.”’

This good man had now almoft finifhed his courfe. The
circumftances of his diffolution may be colle&ted from a letter,
written by one of his dear friends, of which the following is
an extrat *,

To the Rev. Mr. Rippon, London.

Eubaw, South Carolina, O, 4, 1790.
Rev. Sir,

I COULD have wifhed a more agreeable event than the
prefent had been the occafion of my addrefs to you. Yet
when I confider 1 am ful4lling the promife made to the Rev.
Mzr. Cook, of this place, now with God, it feems to afford
a kind of melancholy pleafure. About ten weeks before his
deceafe, he returned in the middle of a {ultry day, from preach-
ing to a congregation about twenty miles from hence, com-
-plaining of feverifh fymptoms, with a dry cough, 2 tightnefs
of the breaft, and great laffitude; notwithftanding which,
he relaxed not his labours. In this ftate he continued till
two weeks before his exit, when he delivered his laft fer-
mon from Eph. i. 6.  To the praife of the glory [—;f his grace
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. He was then
fo weak, that I feared he would not be able to proceed, but
he was greatly fupported, and much engaged: he reminded
the congregation of the truths he had taught, affured them
that he felt acquitted from the blood of allmen, having fully
declared the counfel of God in his miniftry. He pathetically
addrefled himfelf to his hearers of every age, rank, and {ta-

% The linesin Italic, which now appear in this letter, did not origi-
aally belong to it, but are introduced from different papers, whick have
been received relative to Mr. Cook, to prevent wnneceffary repe-
ition, EPITOR.
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tion, confident, as he told them, that this was to be the laf®
fermon they were to hear from him, and then concluded
with a folemn farewel. The fucceeding Sabbath he was to
have preached on St. Helena Ifland.

On Thurfday following, the fymptoms began to be fo alarin-
ing, that I feared he could not continue long. He defired me
to read to him the 324th Hymn in your Selection, entitled,
« The Chriftian remembering all the way the Lord has led
him.”” Some time after, he affured me, he died in the firm belief
of the do&rines he had preached, and requefted I would write
to his friends in England. He fent for Myr. Bealer, an
amiable man, anl Deacon of his church, fince dead, and con-
Julted with bim about the interefts of the church, particularly
about obtaining a fucceffor to the pafloral office 5 and as the foi-
lowing Sabbath was the facramental [eafon, when be was af-
Jured the ordinance would be adminifiered by his brethren in the
miniftry, who were to be prefent on the occafiony he faid, « Next
Sabbath when you are feajting belno, I fball be at the banquet
absve.” He fixed on the place of his interment, and re-
quefted that the Rev. Mr. Furman, of Charleftown, thould be
defired to preach his funcral fermon from 2 Tim. i. 12.
For I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded that
bhe is able to keep that which I have committed unto bim againf?
that day. From this time he inclined to be filent, and {eemed
engaged in fecret prayer.  On Friday, was rather eafier, and
on Saturday morning, he joined in prayer with the Rev. Mr.
Holcombe, who came to aflift at an ordination. About noon
he grew worfe. Dr. Molie, one of the members of bis church,
who attended bim in the lafl flages of bis illnefs, writes thus, in
a letter to a friend, concerning tize laft day of Mr. Cook’s life,
« Mr.Cook appeared to e to have an heart fully refigned to
the will of God: fome time before bis death, he told me, that bis
whale hope of eternal falvation was built on the fure foundation
Maoney Fefus Chrift 5 but Ido not feel, faid be, that great com-
Jort and joy I bave oftcn experiencedy and which 1 felt twelve or
fourteen days ago, as noted in my diary.” Vifible tokens of dif-
{olution inducing 2 friend to afk if he fhould pray with him ; he
gave aflent, and, at the conclufion, audibly faid, AMEN; after
which, he fpoke no more intelligibly, but continued ftruggling
with the laft enemy till half paft three Lord’s-day morning,
Sep. 26, 1790 ; when he was releafed from all his labours,
leaving 2 difconfolate widow under great affliction ; an only
child, a fon by his firft wife, about1g years of age, in whom
all his earthly hopes feemed to center, as he poflefles a love of
religion with a thirft for learning ; and a church, almoft every

membes
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memberof which looked to him as 2 common father in Chrift.
His remains were interred the fame evening, immediately after
the adminiftration of the facrament, when a very tender and
animated exhortation, to an audience diffolved in tears, was
delivered at the grave by the Rev. Mr. Holcombe, who has
fince fucceeded him in the charge of that church. The fune-
ral fermon by Mr. Furman was not delivered for 2 confiderable
time after, owing partly to the diftance of 8o miles, and partly
to feveral unavoidable hindrances. Mrs. Cook furvived her
hufband but a few weeks, being taken off by a fhort and fe-
vere illnefs. His fon is now at grammar learning, and it is
hoped will act worthy of his father. The Rev. Fofeph Cook
was of 2 middle ftature, and flender make, but had acquired 2
decree of corpulency a few years before his death. His men-
tal powers were good, and had received improvement by an
acquaintance with the liberal arts and fciences, though his
education had not been completed. His converfation was
free and engaging : as a preacher he was zealous, orthodox,
and experimental. [He {poke with animation and much fer-
vour; though his taleat lay fo much in the perfuafive, that at
the end of his fermons he frequently left the audience in tars,
He was taken from his labours at a time when his charac-
ter had arifen to confiderable eminence, and a fpacious field of
ufefulnefs was opening all around him, and at a time when
he was greatly endeared to his people. He was a little in
advance of 40 years at the time of his death,

L

Rev. Wrrriam Dorg, Cirencefter.

OBservING in your Regifter * the flight mention made
of my late friend Mr. Dore of Cirencefter, I cannot help
exprefling a wifh that you will infert in fome future Number
of it, the foilowing extraét from the church-book belonging
ta. the Society of which he was paftor.

July 3, 1791, died Mr. William Dore, aged about 40 years,
of a putrid fever. He was 2 native of Newport, in the Ifle
of Wight, the eldeft fon of afamily remarkable for its piety,
and for embracing the religious fentiments of the Particular
Baptifts, who defcended from parents who were members of
the church of England. He was called to the miniftry by
the Baptift church at Lymington, educatedin the Baptift aca-

* See page 269 of the Regifter, EpiTor.
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demy at Briftol, and filled the place of minifter and paftor of
the Baptift church at Cirencefter, upwards of 16 years ; uni-
verfally refpected for his found judgment, liberality, and
temper—a man of aftudious and reclufe turn of mind, pofleffed
of that ineftimable quality, aremarkably attentive memory ;
though not an orator, yet a very acceptable preacher, both for
matter and manner ; deeply read in modern theological con-
trover{y, though no polemic; an amiable and valuable charac-
ter of the family in which he lived, where he was regarded as
a {on or a brother, rather than as a boarder; though not much
known beyond the circle of his religious connexions, which
was both his excellence and his foible, yet all denominations
and defcriptions refpeted his charalter, and he was invariably
efteemed the moft by thofe who knew him beft; a ftriking
proof of fterling worth.

The only pieces he ever printed were a fermon preached
at the ordination of his brother, as paftor of the church
Meeting at Maze Pond, Southwark, and the Annual Circular
Letter of the Midland Affociation for the year 1779.

SR

Rev. Joun PoynTing, A. M. Worcefter.

ON the grave-fone, in the table pew of the meeting~
houfe at Worcefter, is the following inf¢ription: ¢ Here
lieth the body of Mr. Elifha Hathaway, gofpel minifter,
teacher and paftor to this congregation 40 years; having
finifhed his work by the will of God, he fell afleep in Jefus
the 17th Sept. 1714, aged 81.”

« Jfaac Poynting, died s5th of May 1740, aged 63, paftor
of this church 25 years.”

Thefe were refpetable minifters; the latter came to Wor-
cefter from Frome, or near it, about the year 1715. Mr.
Fobn Poynting, his fon, was born in the month of October
1719. He was always of a weakly conftitution. He was
educated at Briftol under the Rev. Mefl. Fofkert and Evans.
After fome years of prcbation in the miniftry at Worcefter,
he fucceeded his father ag paftor of that church. He was
reckoned a good fcholar, and was favourcd with a retentive
memory, and a found judgment. He was of a ftudious turn
of mind, and rather a reclufe. The firff time he preached tothe
Midland Affociation was at Perfhore in 1749, and the feventh
and laft time was at Cirencefter in 1779. His fermon to the

Aflociation
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Aflociation at Bromfgrove, in 1768, was printed at their
unanimous requeft, and was highly fpoken of at that time,
*His text was Plalm cxxxii. 16. 1 will alfo clothe ber pricfis
with falvation, and her faints fball fhout aloud for joy. F{fr
aught that appears to the contrary, this was the firft Affocia-
tion fermon that was printed at the defire of this Convention,
though it had then met.x13 years. About this time, it was
underftood that Mr. Poynting’s continuance at Worcefter was
uncertain. A fight of his difcourfe, fome time after it was

ublithed, induced the church at Tiverton, then in a widow-
hood flate, to requeft he would vifit them with a view to
a fettlement amongft them; but the application was unfuc-
cefsful. The college at Providence, in Rhode Ifland, con-
ferred on him the degree of A.M. in 1774.

His voice was weak,and his pronunciauon too much like a
fchool-boy’s. He preached good fermons in fo bad 2 manner,
that he was far from being popular. His income from his
people, for many years, was {o fmall, that he was obliged to
keep a boarding-fchool. The ftraitnefs of his circumftances,
in the early part of his miniftry, it is faid, led him to a parfi-
monious habit of life, which he carried with him te the laft.
He was of late too infirm to perform all his miniftrial work
either with comfort to himfelf or to his pcople ; but as he did
not chufe to have an affiftant, the Society very confider-
ably decreafed. He preached the Lord’s-day before his death,
an! was no worfe than ufual when he went to bed on the
Thurfday night, but he died early on the next morning,
Friday Oct. 6, 1791, aged 72. He was never married. The
Rev. Laurence Butterworth, of Evefham, fpoke over his
grave on the 1Tth of the fame month, and preached his funeral
fermon the Lord’s-day following, from Ifaiah iii. 10, 11. Say
ye to the righteous. it fball be well with bim:—Ws unto the
wicked it fhall be ill with him, &c.  After all, Mr. Poynting
died, it feems, worth 1200l. or more, of which he devifed,
by his will, 200l. to the particular Baptift fund in London,
for peor minifters; 100l to the widows’ fund; and 200l. te
the academy at Briftol, in which he received his education.

* It may be had of Mr. Button, Paternofter-row; and of Mr Tho-
mas Thomas, Houndfditch ; price 6d.
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Rev. Josian Evans, Brecknockihire.

Mr. Fofiab Evans was born at Nant-y-Craf; in the parith
of Llanddewi-Abergweflyn, Brecknockfhire, on the 27th
of O&ober, 1760. His father, Mr. Morgan Evans, is one
of the paftors of the Baptift church meeting at Pentre and
Pant-y-Celyn * ; and his mother is the only {ifter of the Rev.
Mr. Fofpua Thomas, of Leominfter. In his childhood and
vouth, the fon appeared of quick underftanding. He was
never left to open profanenefs and immorality, though his
natural temper was lively, bordering upon levity. He began
betimes ferioufly to attend the miniftry of the word, and gra-
dually to improve in ufeful knowledge. It does not appear
that he was ever under very extraordinary and fudden convic-
tions or impreffions, fo as to date his converfion from any par-
ticular time or perfons. This circumftance was often very
difcouraging to him. The great work was begun and carried
on in his foul fecrety and gradually, yet effeClually.

He was baptized near Pant-y-Celyn by the late Mr. Rees
Fones +, on the firft of February 1783.  About 1785, at a
kind of conference, it was found that his knowledge and ca-
pacity were more than common; but ftill it was not eafy to
perfuade him to {peak in a public way. He preached but fel-
dom till 1786. He was often employed that year at home,
and fometimes in neighbouring churches; and his miniftry was
very acceptable. He went to Briftol in Auguft 1787, with
a determination to give himfelf wholly to the minittry, being
perfuadedin his own mind, that he thould either not preach
at all, or elfe give his whole time to the work. He faid, it
was a doubt with him whether a minifter fhould fay any one
word in his fermon that he had not premeditated.  He was
{ftrong and ative when he went to Briftol, and fo he continued
through the firft year. He came home in the vacaticn, preached
2s ufual, and returned to Briftol at the proper time. In De-
cember that year, he paid a vifit to the churches in the counties
of Monmouth and Glamorgan, as he had done the preceding
Chriftmas. It happened to be a bard froft, and then changed
to very cold rainand fleet.  One day he had near thirty miles

* Hiscolleague in the paftoral care is Mr, Foin Evans, who, with the
late Rev. Hugh Evans, M. A. paftor of the Baptift church at Broad Mead,
Briftol, were twg brothers children. The co-paftors, though of the
fame name, are not of the fame family.—See the Hiftory of the Welth
Affociation, page 8, in the Baptift Regitter, No. 2.

+ Mr. Rees Fones was then a third colleague in the paftoral care at
Pentre, Wrd a near kinfman to Mr. Morgan Evans,

to
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to go, and the weather exceeding uncomfortableand wet, and
preaching without fhifting his clothes, he took fo violent a
cold, that he never after recovered his health. With no fmall
difficulty he returned to Briftol, but through a part of that
fpring he continued very ill, more like to die than live, About
May he grew fomewhat better. He came home in June 178g,
fecble and emaciated. 1oward September and O&ober he
recovered fo far as to be able to preach now and then. In
the fpring, 1790, he grew a little better. In Auguft, he
went to the falt water at Aberyftwyth; and, afterwards he
found himfelf fo much better that he kept feveral meetings in
Monmouththire, went on to Briftol, and preached two or three
times at Broad Mead, in that city. In a letter to lis uncle
foon after, -he fays,—< I would never envy a perfon’s fitua-
tion lefs than when he ftands in Broad Mead pulpit. Itis
a fad kind of purgatory to 2 young Welthman: but, between
you and mey I could have done there much better if I had
had lefs pride.” From Briftol he went to Fairford; in Glou-
cefterfhire, wherea deftitute congregation had their eye upon
him. They wifhed him to continue 2 month or two with them 3
but he was fo circumftanced that he could not then comply
with their wifhes. He fpent two Lord’s-days with them, and
the next at Horfley. He now returned through Briftoly home~

ward, and preached at feveral places in Monmouththire,
While he was vifiting at Briftol and Fairfordy the neigh-
bouring church at Dolau was deprived, by death, of their
worthy paftor Mr. David Evans. Hefupplied theretowardsthe
fpring, 1791, and they withed him to fettle with them; but
he and they were dubious about his heaith. After this he
went to Swanfea, in virtue of an earneft invitation he had
from a deftitute chureh there, and then returned to Fairford,
His health declined as winter advanced. His laft letter ta his
uncle was dated April 5, 1792. In ithe defcribes himfelf as
being in a languifhing condition. His brother went to him,
and brought him home in May. He continued to ther1 5th of
July, 1792, and then he fell afleep, in the thirty«fecond year
of his age. He was buried at Pant-y-Celyn, the meeting-
place near his father’s houfe. His uncle, Mr. Zackarras
Thomas, preached at his funeral, from Ifa. lvii. 2. and his
coufin, Mr. Timatlyy Thomas, from Phil. i. 23. Mr. Fofiah
Fvans, a few days before his departure, converfing with Mr.
Fobn Evans, his father’s colleague in the miniftry, faid, he
could appeal to him who knew all things, that he had deli-
vered his meffage for the Lord, without refpe& of perfons;
with a defire to be ferviceable to immortal fouls: and he [ai;)i,
Ll e
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he doubted not but feveral had received benefit from his la~
bours.

Though he poflefled fo many excellencies in the fight of
others, he generally complained of doubts refpecting his per-
fona! intereft in Chrift, which continued much upon his mind
through all his illnefs: yet he firmly refted upon the founda-
tion, Chrift. On the day before his departure, his father
afked him how he was in his mind. Heanfwered—« Not the
tenth part fo clear as I could with. I do not feel much joy;
nor am I in any terror. I wifh to fee the King inhis beauty,
and the land that is far off, much plainer.” Next day, he
faid—« I have no God to appear before, nor have I to do
with any but a God of mercy.”” A little before he breathed
his laft, he called for his father and mother ; they afked him
what he withedfor? he replied—¢ Nothing; only to fec you
once more, for I am juft going into the eternal world !’ His
mother afked if he were willing to appear before the King ?
He replied—¢ Yes; very willing.”” Soon after, he departed.
It is thought the laft thing he fpoke articulately wasa ftanza
out of a2 Welln poem of Mr. B. Frarcis’s, which reprefents
the dying believer fpying the borders of felicity. At thatinftant
his uncle Zacharizs came in, and afked if he fpied thefe bor-
ders ! He anfwered—« 1 think I do;”” and fo went off.

The Rev. §. Pearce, of Birmingham, one of his fellow-
ftudents, gives the following account of him: ¢ I had not
long known Mr. Fofiah Evans before I difcovered that union
of good qualities in his heart, which commanded my affec-
tion and refpet ; and diftinguifhed him as a proper perfon to
fele& for the peculiar intimacies of pious friendfhip.  Our
apartments adjoining, we fpent moft of the hours of relaxation
together, and ina few weeks felta mutual attachment. Perhaps
1 had more advantages for afcertaining his real charatter than
either of our fellow-{tudents; for he was rather of a referved
difpofition, and made fure of a friend before he laid open his
heart with any degree of freedom and confidence.

I found him poflefled of an equal temper of mind, feldom
agitated, to an undue degree, at the changing fcenes around
him, but fteadily purfuing that object to which the matureft

cliberation direCted him. He was not hafty indeed to de-~
termine 3 but, when he was once refolved, he was generally
inflexible. Perhaps he was too pofitive ; butitis certain that
this error is not {o injurious to a ftudent as the oppofite ex-
treme.  Refolutions haftily formed are in general haftily
abandoned, and minds difpofed-to iudden revolutions cannot
make thofe advances which attend a perfevering application.—

Mr.
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Mr. 7. Evans had one effential qualification for friendthip,
which was faithfulnefs. 1 believe he never difcerned any
thing in my temper or conduct, which he thought would be
injurious to my proficiency as a ftudent, or to my {pirituality
as a Chriftian (after our intimacy commenced); bBut he
watched the firft opportunity of laying it before me, with the
reafons of his difapprobation. On fome of thefe occafions, he
would give his friendly admonitions and counfels with fuch
affetionate eloquence, that the refult has been, our retiring
together with tears, lamenting our mutual imperfetions be~
fore God, and befeeching wifdom and grace from above to
adorn our profeflion, and in every ftep to purfus fomething
worthy of our being and character.  Some of the moments
we thus {pent, I believe, were marked with as true humilia-
tion of heart as ever we knew : for as we did not conceal the
various ftates of our minds from each other, we had no oc-
cafion to reftrain our feclings, and guard our expreflions in
thefe exercifes: on the contrary, we felt as much freedom as
though we had been apart, and realized the prefence of nona
but our Maker. A4 world for fuch a friend, to lofe, is gain.

As a Chriftian, his views of evangelical truth were (ac-
cording to my judgment) clear and confiftent: hisfaith in
them was without wavering, and the influente they had upon
his heart and conduét was univerfal and permanent. He
lived ncar to God ; he watched over the f}ate of his mind
daily: I never foundhim unprepared for {piritual converfation :
the things of God lay near his heart. His letters abound in
good and pious fentiments, and I efteem the few I have in
my poffeflion  as apples of gold in bafkets of filver;” I never
perufe them without {ome advantage; and by them, though
dead, he yet fpeaks to me, and helps me to converfe with
him. He bid fair for great ufefulnefs in the miniffry: a ftrong
underftanding, abecoming gravity of manners, and a manly
zeal for the glory of God; a general choice of the moft
evangelical fubjegl’s, together with a happy talent 2t intro-
ducing the figurative parts of Scripture to illuitrate the fub-
je&ts he dilcourfed on, were all united in his public fer-
vices; and it is no wonder he was generally acceptable to
ferious Chriftians. Nothing feemed wanting to make him
eminently popular in England (as I hear he was {oin Wales),
but a more perfeét zcquaintaince with the idiom of the lan-

uage ; and had it feemed good to the great Head of the
Church to have continued him 2 few years longer, he would,
no doubt, have filled up this deficiency, as his application was
equal to his health, and his improvement to his application,
Lie fe
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The removal of one who promifed fo much ufefulnefs to the
churches of God, is among thofe myiteries of Divine Pro-
vidence, which call for the moft unfufpefling confidence
in the unerring wifdom, and unchanging faithfulnefs of him,
who, though “ he giveth notaccount of any of his matters
unto man,” yet « doth all things well.”” = Thus have I
borne an honeft, though brief andimperfect teftimony to the
worth of this pious youth. Whilft I contemplate and ad-
mire his charatter, hope I can fay, « Sequor,” though I mufk
lament that it is  non equis paffibus.”

Rev. James Apams, Hatch, Somerfet.

Mr. Apams, inhis will; ordered a tomb to be erc@ed over
his grave, from which I have the chief part of the following
accountof him *,

To the memory of Mr. Fames Adams, who died the 18th

of February 1791, in the 82d year of his age, after having
been a faithful and friendly paftor of this church twenty-three
years.
" Under which account are inferted, at bis requefl, David’s
words, Plal. xxvi, 8. Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy
boufe, and the place where thine honour dwelleth. The late
Dr. Evans preached from this paffage of feripture at the
opening of the Meeting-houfe on 22d of September 1784 5
"T'ill which time, though the church had been ftanding more
than 200 years, they always met for focial worfhip in private
houfes, and this was the text which Mr. Adams defired the
late. Mr. Day to improve at his interment, which was ac-
cordingly done. I was prefent at each of the above fervices,
and buried, near Mr. Adams, but laft Friday, one of the
Deacons of the church; they have a burying ground adjoin-
ing the meeting. As a proof of his loving the houfe of
God, Mr. Adams has left an endowment for the better fup-
port of the miniftry, properly enrolled according to the
ftatute of mortmain, of more than 20l. per amm. with fuitable
inftrutions for defcent, if public worthip fhould ceafe at
Hatch; the whole properly vefted in the hands of truftees.
‘The fubftance of this is inferted, but not at his requeft, on
the reverfe of his tomb, in order to have it remembered.
He lies interred in the yard near the door of the Meeting-
houfe; the only tomb there.

.
# Nov. 7. 1792, thisaccount was tranfmitted by the Rev. Mr. Rowles

of Chiard, te the EpyTer.
ORDINATIONS



ORDINATIONS IN 1790, s1y

ORDINATIONS

N
1790, 1791, 1792,

Rev. Bexjamin Dickinson, of Mafborough, near Row
therham, Yorkfhire, was ordained Feb. 25, 1790, Mr. Hindle,
of Hanley, introduced the fervices, and took the confeffion of
faith. Mr. Afhworth, of Gilderfome, engaged in the ordina-
tion prayer. Mr. Hopper, of Nottingham, gave the charge to
the minifter, from Col.iv. 172 Take beed to the minifiry, &c.
Mr. Afoworth preached to the church from Eph. v. 2, #alk in
love, and concluded the fervice with finging and prayer : it was
a feafon much to be remembered.

Rev. Natuan Suarman, Chenies, Bucks. Mr. Sharman,
was ordained paftor of the Particular Baptift Church at Chenies,
June 9, 1795, Mr. Sleap began in prayer. Mr. Morris ex-
plained the aature of the fervice. Mr. Liddon prayed the ordi-
nation prayer. Mr. Hall, of Arnfby, preached to the minifter
from 2 Tim, iil. 16, Mr. Gill, of St. Alban’s, preached to the
people from 1 Thef, iii, 8. and Mr. Jothua Jones, of Lincoln,
concluded in prayer.

Mr. SamueL Pearce, Cannon-fireet Church Birmingham,
&I}xtra& of aletter.) My ordination was conducted as follows :

ednefday the 18th of Auguft 179q, being fet apart for the
purpofe ; the affembly met at half paft ten. Mr. Edward Ed-
monds, of Bond-ftreet, in this town, opened the fervice with
reading the feriptures and prayer. Dr, Evans made an excellent
introduftion on the nature, propriety, and end of the fervice;
defending the fole right of every church to choofe their own
paftor ; yet demonftrating that it was highly proper for fuch
paftors to he publicly fet apart to their important work, in order
particularly, among ather ufes, to prevent the intrufion of un-
worthy and diforderly men into the facred office. The Society
then recognized their call, of which having given my acceptance,
Idelivered a confeflion of the leading articles of my faith, Mr.
Fuller, of Kettering, implored the divine blefling on the new
yelation which the churchand I had then formed. Prayer was
accompanied with the laying on ofhands, in which all the mini-
flers near him joined. At the fame time five members of the
church were publicly fet apart for Deacons, over whom Mr. John
Ryland, of Northampton, prayed, laying on of handsas before,

* In this lift the ordinations of 1793 are not included ; fome others
which came to hand are omijtted, becaufe they were not explicit
¢nough. EnitoR.

Llg Dr.
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Dr. Evans then delivered a very affeCtionate, faithful, and
judicious charge from z Cor. iv. 1, 2. Therefore feeing we have
received this miniftry, &c. After which Mr. Hall, fen. of
Arnfby, addrefied the people from Deut. i. part of 38. Eu-
courage bim. Mr. Purdv, of Chipping Norton, clofed the fer-
vice 1n prayer, and difmifled the people with the ufual benedic-
tion. Singing at the ufual intervals, Mr. Fuller preached at
night from Pfalm xlviii. 8.

Rev.NaTtuan SmiTH, (Extralt of a letter from the Rev.
John Stutterd.) At Barnoldfwick, Yorkfhire, on the 28th day of
September 17go, Brother Nathan Smith was ordained paftor of the
church which aflembles there.

Met athalf paft nine, A. M. Brother Miles Oddy intreduced the
fervice by reading Ezek. xxxiii. 1——r1o. 1 Tim. iii.—Tit. 1.
Singing and prayer. John Stutterd afked the ufual queftions,
znd received the confeflion of faith. Brother John Fawcett, fen.
pronounced the ordination prayer, which was attended with lay-
ing on of hands, and alfo gave the charge from John v. 35.
Hewas a burning and a fhining light.  He then clofed the wor-
fhip of the forenoon by finging and prayer.

Vet again at three P. M. Brother James Shuttleworth intro-
duced afternoon fervice by finging and prayer. Brother John
Parker preached to the people from 1 Thefl. iil. 8. For roww ave
live, if ye fland faft in the Lord ; and the Rev. Mr. Sowden, an
independent minifter, concluded the whole by finging and
prayer.

Rev. Tuomas Banowiwx, Bofton, Maflachufetts. On Thurll
day (Nov. 11, 1790,) Mr. Thomas Baldwin, was inftalled in
the paftoral charge of the fecond Baptift Church of Chrift in
Bofton. The fclemnity was attended at the Rev. Mr. Eliot’s
Meeting- houle. The {ervice was introduced with an Anthem from
the 10ooth Pfalm. The Rev. Dr. Sullman, preached the fermon.
Rev, Mr. Smith, of Haverhill, gave the charge. Rev. Mr.
Green, of Cambridge, gave the right hand of fellowfhip. Rev.
Wr. Grafton, of Newton, made the laft prayer. The whole was
conciuded with an Anthem from the 133d Plaim. The aflembly
was {olemn, numerous, and refpe@able ; and exhibited another
fpecimen of that candour and catholicifm which have fo long
prevailed ammong the different denominations of chriftians in thig
town.

Rev. Joun Sarrery, of Salibbury, was ordained the 13th of
April 1791, Mr. Stradling began the fervice with reading the
4th of Ephefians, the 1 Tim. 1. and prayer., Mr. Tommas, of
Briftol, proceeded in the introdultory part of the bufinefs from
john xvidl. firft part of 36th verfe. My kiugdom is not of this avorld;
aficed the queftions, &c. and prayed.  Dr. Evans gave the charge
from 2 Cer, iv. 1, 2. Mr. Kingdon preached to the church

from
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from 1 Thefl. iv. part of verfe 1. To pleae God. Mr. Horley
clofed in prayer.

Rev. Wirriam Carey, Leicefler, (Extra&t). After I had
been a probationer in this place a year and ten months, on the
z4th of May 1791, I was folemnly fet apart to the office of
paftor. About twenty minifters, of different denominations,
were witnefles to the tranfaltions of the day. After prayer,
Brother Hopper, of Nottingham, addrefled the congregation upon
the nature of an ordination, after which he propofed the.wfual
queftions to the church, and required my Confeffion of Faith ;
which being delivered, Brother Ryland prayed the ordinasion
prayer, with laying on of hands. = Brother Sutcliff delivered a
very folemn charge from Ads vi. 4. Bwr ave awill give our-
Selves continually to prayer, and to the miniftry of the word. And
Brother Fuller delivered an excellent addrefs to the people from
Ephef. v. 2. Walk in love. In the evening, Brother Pearce, of
Birmingham, preached from Gal. vi. 14. God forbid that I [bould
glory, favve in the crofs of our Lord Yefus Chrift, by ahom the aworld
is crucified unto me, and Lunto the avorld. The day was a day of
pleafure, and I hope of profit to the greateft part of the affem-
bly.

Rev. Joun Hurcnines, Coggefhall, Effex. Met on the 7th
of July 1791, the day agreed on for the ordination, at half paft
ten o’clock. Sung Pf. cxxxii. L. M. Mr. Richard Hutch-
ings, father of the above, began in prayer, opened the work
of the day, and received the Confeflion of Faith. Sung Rippon’s
Seleftion, 411. Brother Pudney prayed. Sung three firt verfes
132d PfL C. M. Brother Zenas Trivett gave the charge
from A&s xx. 28. Sung Rippon’s 407. Brother George Hall
prayed. Singing again, Brother Steevens preached to the church
from Ezek. xlviii. latter part of gs5th verfe, Andthe name of the
city from that day fball be, The Lord is there.  Sung Rippon’s
408. Mr. John Hutchings then concluded in prayer,

Rev. Joun Pavr PorTER was fet apart to the paftoral office
of the Baptift church meeting in Garrard-ftreet, Bath, Aug. 3,
1791. ~Mr. Matthews read a chapter and prayed. Mr. Rowles
unfolded the bufines of the day. Mr. Porter made a confeflion
of his faith., Mr. Ifaac Sottridge prayed. Mr, Tommas, of
Briftol, then gave the charge from Ifaiah lii. 11. Be ye clean,
that bear the weflels of the Lord. Mr, Thomas Davis, of Reading,
addrefled the church from Phil. ii. 29. Receive Lith therefore in
the Lord awith all gladnefs, and hold fuch in reputation: He alio
difmiffed the congregation with prayer.

Rev. Joun Law, Wefton by Weedon, Northamptonfhire.
On Wednefday z1ft Sept. 1791, public worfkip hegan about ten.
Mr. Skinner read and prayed. Mr. Fuller in joduced the workf

11y o
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of the day. An officer of the church gave a brief narrative of the
Beps the church had taken to procure a paftor, and how they were
led to make choice of the Rev. Mr. Law, which the members re-
cognifed by lifting up their hands. Mr. Law fignified his ac-
ceptance of their call, and delivered in a Confeflion of his Faith;
the church alfo calling two brethren to the office of deacon, they,
with the paftor, were folemnly fet apart. Mr. Whitmore praying
the ordination prayer, which was attended with laying on o

hands. Mr. Sutcliff, of Olney, then gave the charge from John
iii. 29.; and Mr. Rylend, jun. of Northampton, preached to the
people from 1 Thefl. iv. 11---14. Mr. Green, of Middleton
Cheney, prayed between the fermons ; and Mr. Elifha Smith,
of Campden, in Gloucefterfhire, concluded the fervice.

Rev. JonaTuan Maxcy*, M. A, Providence, Rhode Ifland,
was ordained paftor of the Baptift Church in that town, Sept. 8,
1791. A fermon, well adapted to the occafion, was preached by
the Rev. Dr. Stillman, of Bofton, from 1 Tim. iv. 15. Medizate
upon thefe things, give thyfelf avbolly to them ; that thy profiting
may agpmr to all. The introdutory prayer was made by the
Rev. Benjamin Fofter, of New York. During the impofition of
hands, the throne of grace was addreffed by the Rev. William
Vanhorn, of New Jerfey. An excellent charge was then deli-
vered by the Rev. Hezekiah Smith, of Haverhill, and the right
hand of fellowthip was given by the Rev, Ifaac Backus.

Rev. WiLriam SteEapmawn, Broughton, Hants, (Extra&).
My ordination took place on Wednefday Nov. 2, 1791. There
were prefent our honoured brethren, Meffrs, Tommas, of Briftol;
Horfey, of Portmouth; Saffery, of Saruin; Nike, of Romfey;
Stokes, of Lockarly; Cole, of Whitchurch; and Budden, of
Downton. ' The fervice began about half paft ten, and was
condnéted in the following manner: Mr. Saffery read Ephef. iv.
and 1 Tim, iii. and then prayed Mr. Tommas introduced the
bufinefs, ftated the nature of 2 gofpel church, and dropped fome
fuitable hints about ordinations, &c. then afked the church, ifI
were a member in full communion with them ? and whether they
withed that 1 fhould become their paftor? To both which
queftions he was anfwered in the affirmative. He then aked me,
whether I accepted of their call to the paftoral office? to which
1 replied, Idid: after which he requetted, and [ delivered, a brief
Confeflion of Faith. Mr. Cole prayed. Mr. Tommas then de-
livered the charge from A&s xx. 28. Take heed therefore unto
yourfelves, and to the flock cver which the Holy Ghofft has made you
overfeers, to feed the church of God awhich be hath purchafed awith
bis own blood. Mr. Budden prayed. Mr, Horfey presched the
fermon from Matth, xxiii. 8. 4ud all ye are bretbren. Mr. Nike

* Mr. Maxcy has fince refigned his paftoral office, and des
the College, 7 # d 7 2nd prefides in

<on=
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goncluded in prayer. Sung at the ufual intervals. The fervice
was concluded a little after two. :

Rev. Josnua Burron, Foxton, Leiceflerfhire, (Extradt.)
On December 8, 1791, Jofhua Burton was ordained paftor of
the Baptift Church at Foxton, Leicefterfhire. Service commenced
with finging. Mr. Eyres prayed, and read 1 Tim. iii. After
finging again, Mr. Fuller, of Kettering, interrogated the
church relative to the fteps taken to procure a paftor; and was
fatisfalorily anfwered by Mr. Daniel F idgin, Deacon, who alfo
fignified the church’s choice of Mr. Burton for their paftor: Mr.
‘B. accepted the invitation, having previoufly obtained an ami-
cable difmiffion from the Baptift Church at Sutton Afhfield.
Mr. Burton, being required, gave an account of his faith, in 18
articles which accorded with the fentiments of the Affociated
Churches. Mr. Sutcliff, of Olney, prayed, laying on of hands,
as did thereft of the ordained minifiers prefent. After finging,
Mr. Fulier delivered a judicious difcourig on the duty of pafors,
from Jer.i. 10. Again finging. Mr. Morris, of Clipftone,
prayed. Mr. Sutcliff preached an affeionate difcourfe to the
church and corgregztion, from 2 Thefl.ii1.16. The Lord beawith
you ail.  Mr, Gill, arefpetable independent minifter of Harbo-~
‘rough, corcluded the fervice by prayer. The opportunity was
acknowledged to be pleafant and profitable : and the hopes of
{erious friends were revived, that the Lord would raife up again
the ancient church at Foxton, which was nearly loft, having had
po paftor for g or 1o years, :

Rev. THomas Burcwin was ordained paftor of the church
at Oakingham, Berks, Dec. 28, 1791, Mr. William Burnham, of
M:idenhead, prayed and opened the nature of ordination. The
Confeflionof Faith being delivered, Mr. Thomas Davis, of
Reading, prayed, and gave the charge from Exod. xviii. 19.
Hearken now unto my woice, Iawill give thee counfel, and God fball
be awith thee : be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayeff
Zring the caufes untc God. Mr. Bicheno’s text, from which he
preached to the people, was A&@ls xvi. 9. And a -wifion appeared
into Paul in the night : there flood a man of Macedonia, and prayed.
bim, faying, Come ower into Macedonia, and help us. Mr. Bicheno
alfo concluded in prayer. :

Rev. Josern Swain, Walworth, near London. MTr. Swain,
after having been eight years an honourable member of the
church in Carter-lane, Southwark, under the paftoral care of
Mr. Rippon, was called to the work of the miniftry by that fo-
ciety, Monday June 2, 1791. 'The congregation in Eaft-fireet,
Walworth, confifting of different defcriptions of good men not
formed into a church, enjoyed the firft of his labours, which
were evidently crowned with a blefling. A pleafing number of
them having been baptized, and united in a church flate léy Mr.

oL WTe ety SRR TR A M wain,



522 ORDINATIONS IN I792.

Swain, on the firit communion plan, prefented him with an

unanimous invitation to the paftoral office. Their place of wor-

fhip being fmall, and fome of their friends refiding at a diftance

from Walworth, Mr.Swain was ordained in Mr. Rippon’s meet-

ing-houfe, Feb. 8, 1792. After finging, Mr. Upton, of Green-

walk, prayed. Mr. Timothy Thomas defcribed a gofpel church,

made {ome very candid remarks on the impofition of hands in

ordinattons, and propofed the ufual queftions to the church and
the minifter., Thefe being fatisfatorily anfwered, Mr. Swain
read his confeflion of faith. Mr. Booth prayed the ordination

prayer, laying on hands with Mr. Rippon, Mr. Smith of
Zagle-fireet, &c. Mr. Rippon gave the charge. Mr. Button
addrefled the church from Eph. v. 15. Sez then that ye walk cir-
eurfpeltly, &c. Mr. Smith prayed the laft prayer. Mr. John
Giles conduted the praifes of God, at proper intervals, by lin-

ing out two or three verfesat a time, from different hymns. Alfo
part of Dr. Watts’s 132d Pfalm, and the whole 410th hymn
of My. Rippon’s Selection.

Rev Samuer Nozrman, Bampton, Devon. (Extra& from
ene of his letters.)  After ferving the people of Bampton one
vear, t0 whom I was recommended by Mr. Clarke and Mr,
Rowles, &c. &c. during which time their debt on the place of
worthip was paid, I accepted a unanimous call to the paftoral
office. Wednefday, the 25th of July 1792, being the day fet
apart for wy ordination, the fervice began at half paft ten
e'clock, Brother Sprague lined out the 133d Pfalm. Brother
Amold read the 133d Pfalm, and the 1 Tim. iii. and prayed.
Brother Sprague then delivered an introdultory addrefs
very {uitable to the occafion, when the church was called upon
o publicly recognife their call of me to the paftoral office ; which
keing dene by lifting up their right hands, I declared my ac-
ceptance of thesall, and gave a confeflion of my faith. After which
the ordination was performed by the folemnly laying on of the
Lands of thé Brethren, Thomas, of Prefcott ; J. Dawfon, of Lyme;
Sprague, of Tiverton; and Clark, of Exeter, who prayed the
ardination prayer. Brother Sprague then gave out the groth
Hymn of yeur Sele&ion. Brother ]. Dawfon deiivered the charge
from the 2 Tim. ii. 24 and 25.  The fervant of the Lord muft nor
Brive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, &c. Brother Sprague
then gave out the girth of your Hymns; Brother Thomas
prayed; Brother Rowles preached to the people from 2z Cor. xiii.
znd part of the rithverle, Live in peace; and alfo concluded the
fervice in prayer.

Rev. Dawnizr Joxes, Swanfea, On Wednefday the 28th of
Nevember 179z, Mr. Daniel Jones (originally a member of the
church at Pantég, Carmarthenthire, but late a fludent under Dr.
Evans in Brifel) was publicly fet apart to the work of the mi.
nitery at Backlene, Swanfea.  Brother Duniel Davies, of Llanellid,

an
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and Brother David Powell, of Nottage, introduced the fervice
with prayer: after Brother Jones had delivered a confeflion of
his faith, and the members had fignified their approbation and
call, he was fet apart by feveral minifters then prefent, who laid
their hands on him, while a moft fervent prayer, on the behalf of
him and the church, was put up to- the Father of mercies, by
Brother Benjamin Phillips, of Salem, who alfo, after a hymn
was fung, delivered the charge from John xxi. 17.; and after
him, Brother David. Evans, of Maes-y-berllan, preached from
Heb. xiii. 7. and concluded with prayer. We had, through the
whole fervice, evident marks of the prefence, approbation, and
affiftance of the Lord.

Rev. Henry Evans, Craig-fargod. December g, 1792,
Mr. Henry Evans, who is a native of Carmarthen town, and
originally 2 member of Darkgate church, by which he was re-
commended to the academy of Briftol, was ordained paftor of
the General Baptift church ‘at Craig-fargod, Glamorgan. Bro-
ther David Saunders, of Aberduar, delivered the charge from
2 Tim. ii. 15. and Brother Morgan Rees, of Pontypool, preach-
ed from 1 Cor. ix. g.

B ——— e

ACCOUNT OF THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION,
IN 1791 and 1792%.

THIS Convention did not formally meet in their affociated
capacity, ‘entirely owing to the negle&t of the weltern diftri&,
who have manifeftad an inclination to drop the connexion, and
tp the church at Newcaftle being without any fettled paftor or re-
fident minifter for fome time. There have been, efpecially at
any occafional meeting of minifters, a very becoming fpirit dif-
covered by the church at Hamfterly, and efforts made for the
revival and continuance of this zflociation; thefe, it is to be
hoped, will be foon crowned with fuccefs, as the charch at New-
caftle has the pleafing profpeft of an acceptable minifter, anda
new church is going to be incorporated in the North Riding of
York, of the members at Hamfterly, who aie refident in that
part. Itis highly pleafing to ize the Redeemer’s intereft {uc-
ceed in the world, and the pure goipel obtain accefs where it was
not known, and new charches 1aifed to our Saviour’s honour;
hut to find united in thefe infantcommunities,zeal and prudence,
orthodoxy and charity, flability and fuccefs, is far more pleafing
ftill.  And as antiguity throws a fol-rmn air over every fcene, fo
to meet with churches planted abeve a century fince, who have
borne the burden and heat of the day, lauboured and not fainted,

* By one of their members. EpiTox, d
an
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and who retain a degree of primitive zeal and profperity, is 2
beautiful fight indeed. But when we find ancient congregations
retaining little of the {pirit of true religion, and difcovering a
worldly Laodicean {pirit,while they tread the houfe their fathers
trode, and tell us what piety was once in the place ; we are filled
with difguft, our indignation and pirty are equally excited, and
while we found in their ears, we pray the {pirit of the living
God to imprint on their hearts that awful threatening—Remem-
ber therefore from awhence thou art fallen, and repent and do thy firf#
works : or elfe I awill come unmto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candleftick out of its place except thou repent.

The Civil State of D1sseNTERs in England, 1793.

EVERY Diffenter in England is excluded from all civil and
ecclefiaftical employment of honour and profit in the kingdom.
No Diffenter can be admitted to command in the army or navy,
were even his country invaded, nor to colleft any part of the
public revenue, nor to act as a magiftrate, nor to graduate in
either of the univerfities, not even to take a degree of Dottor
of Mufic or Phyfic, which employments do not feem to have any
veference to the ftate. Nor will the affirmation of a Quaker be
taken in any of our courts, in any criminal profecution whatever ;
fo that, if'a man of this denomination were to fee another murder
his facher or his wife, he could not profecute the criminal without
denying his religion.

No Quaker can pra&tife in any of the courts of law, noteven
2s anattorney.

This civil incapacity makes Diffenters be looked upon by the
valgar, moft unjultly, as rebels and enemies to government,
and toa family which they placed on the throne ; and in all fea.
fons of alarm and tumult, they have experienced, and do expe-
rience, great evils in this way.

Every Diflenter who acknowledges the truth of the dofrine
of the Trinity, is tolerated in the exercife of religious worfhip ;
bat he who denies the Trinity, is, on conviétion, liable to conffea-
tion of goods and imprifonment.

Diffenters pay all taxesand tythes, and are obliged to ferve
offices in the church, which are attended only with labbur and
expence, as churchwarden, &c. fubjelt to heavy penalties if
they do not ferve, or] find, at their own expence, a proper
fubftitute ! 1!
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The fubflance of the Charge delivered by the Rev. ANDREW
FUuLLER 10 the Miflionaries at the parting Meeting at
Leicefter.

My very dear Brethren !

VERY part of the folemnities of this day muft needs be
affecting ; but if there be one part which is more fo
than the reft, it is that which is allotted to me, delivering to
rou a folemn parting addrefs. Neverthelefs, I muft acknow-
fedge, that the hope of your undertakings being crowned
with fuccefs fwallows up all my forrow. I could myfelf go
without a tear, fo at leaft I think, and leave all my friends
and connexions, in fuch a glorious caufe. Imprefled, there-
fore, with thefe fentiments, I can the more readily and
cheerfully part with you.

My dear Brethren! Let me addrefs you in the words of
our Lord Jefus to his difciples, John xx. 21. Peace be unco
you, as my Father fent me, fo fend I you! The whole of this
language was fweet, efpecially confidering the troubles of
their hearts to whom it was primarily addrefled.—The preface
is fweet, Peace be unto you—as if he had faid, Allis well as
to the paft, and all fhail be well as to the future.—The com-
miffion itfelf is fweet. Nothing could well be more grateful
to thofe who loved Chrift, than to be employed by him on
fuch an errand, and to have fuch an example to imitate.

There is, to be fure, a great difparity between your
miffion and that of Chrift. He came to offer himfelf a
facrifice for fin, and by his blood to obtain eternal falvation
for poor loft finners. Yet, notwithftanding this difparity, there
are various points of likenefs between your undertaking and
that of your Lord and Mafter. I fhall fingle out three or
four, which I would wifh to imprefs upon your minds.
‘Thefe are, The objeits you mutt keep in view ;—The direc-
tions you muft obferve ;—The difffculties you muft encounter;
~and, The reward you may expe&t.

Firft, There is an analogy between the objec?s of Chrift’s
miffion and thofe of yolt’s. The great objeéts of his miffion
were to glorify God, and to feek and to fave loft fouls; and
your’s are the fame. Men and devils bave dithonoured God;
they had virtually called him a hard mafter ; had thrown off
his yoke, and reprefented him, in the punithment of fin, as
a Being whofe ways were not equal. But Chrift, by his
obedience and degth, rolled away thefe reproaches. By the
former, that is, by making it his meat and drink to do th;;»

Wikt
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will of his Father, he proved, in the face of a rebellious
world, that his yoke was eafy, and his burden light. By the
latter, that is, by enduring the full penalty of the divine law
without 2 murmuring thought, he manifefted its equity, de-
claring in effect that God was in the right, and that man
deferved to fall a facrifice to his juftice. You alfo, my
brethren, have to glorify God, and that both by your cheerful
obedience to his will, and by patiently enduring affliction. The
heathen will judge of the character of your éod, and of your
religion, by what they fee of your own charaéter, Beware that
you do not mifreprefent your bleffed Lord and his glorious gof-
pel. It is a great encouragement to be engaged in the fame caufe
with Chrift himfelf. Does he ride forth as on a white horfe,
in righteoufnefs judging and making war? (Rev. xix.) - Ye
are calied, like the reft of the armies of heaven, to follow
him on white horfes, purfuing the fame glorious object, that
India may be conquered by his truth. May you be able, at
the clofe of your lives, to fay, after the example of your
Lord, « 1 have glorified thee on earth, I have finifhed the
work which thou gaveft me to do.”” Chrift was fent of the
Father, not enly to glorify his name, but to feek and to
fave that which was loft; and fuch, my brethren, is your
errand.  Go then after your Saviour’s example, go in pur-
Auit of the loft fheep; follow after them, fearch and find
them out, that they may be brought home to his told, from
the dark mountains whither they have wandered, and gather-
€d from the dreary deferts whither they have been fcattered
in the dark and cloudy day; that they may be delivered from
the errors and abominations of the Heathen, and be brought
to the knowledge and enjoyment of God.

Secondly, Chrift, in the executicn of his mifiion, was
under the direftion of him that fent him, and you muft be
the fame. As mediator, he always alted as the Father’s
fervant. Though a Son, and as fuch equal with God, yet
in his offcial capacity, he learncd obedience. It is emphatis
cally faid of him, he both did and tanght; and in both he
inflexibly adhered ‘to the dirz&ions of him that fent him.
1 came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will
of him who fent me. I bave not fpoken of myfelf, but the Fa-
ther who fent me; be gave me commandineat what 1 fhould fay,
and what I fbould fpeak.

Chrift acted as the Fathor’s fervant; and youare the fervants
of Chrift. There is a woe upon any minifter if he preach
not the Gofpel of Chrift, but efpecially upon thofe whofe
bufinefs it is to preach the Gofpel among the Heathen.
Among us, if you do not preach the Gofpel of Chrift, oth'cﬁ‘s

will s
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will; but there, all, under God, will depend upon you.
When the Lord firft planted the Ifraelites in Canaan, he
planted them wholly a right fecd. Be exceedingly careful to
follow this example. See that the dotrines you teach, and
the duties you inculcate, be not your’s, but His who fent
you. A right feed is neceflary to a profitable harveft. You
muft likewife do the will of Chrift, as well s teach ity and
that after his example. He pleafed not himfelf. Perhaps no
men muft expect to have their wills {o often crofled, or to
meet with o frequent calls for felf-denial, as thofe who em-
bark in fuch an undertaking as yours. This leads me to
obfevre,

Thirdly, Chrift, in the execution of his miffion, had
great difficulties and trials to encounter, and you muft expe&
the fame. The trials of your Lord were partly from pain,
and partly from-contempt. Great were the hardthips he had
to undergo. Foxes had holes, and birds had nefts, but he
had not where to lay his head. Aud notwithftanding all
that your brethren can do to make you comfortable, you may
expect to tafte of the fame cup. Your Lord was alfo ex~
pofed to contempt, He is mad, faid they, why hear ye him?
If thefe things were done to the green tree, what may be
expected of thedry? But Jefus endured the crofs, and defpifed
the fhame. May you bz enabled to foliow his example. He
met with trials,” not only from open enemies, but from pre-
tended friends. Thofe who ate of his bread lifted up the
heel againft him. Betrayed, denied, and forfaken, he yet
perfevered ; nor did he defift till he ceuld declare, Iz is fins/b-
ed. Then, when he could appeal to him who fent him, fay-
ing, I have finithed the work which thou gaveft me to do,
then, he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoft! What an
example for you to foliow!

Fourthly, Chrift was not fent forth in his undertaking
without a promife of fupport in it, and a glorious reward for
it. It was predicted of him, ¢ He fhall not fail nor be difcou-
raged, till he have brought forth judgment unto victery.””
This implied, that he would meet with much to difcouragz
him. If many waters could have quenched his love, it had
been quenched: but divine Omnipotence fupportad him.
And as his Father fent him, fo fends he you. Fzithfully bas
he promifed to be with you always to the end of the world.
The divine Father promifed him fouls for his hire; that he
thould fee of the travail of his foul, and be fatisned. And
herein, as the Father fent him, fo fends he you. You aifo
thall have your reward. The joy fet befora him encoura}%ed
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him to endure the crofs; you alfo fhall enter into the joy of
your Lord:  Keep that joy in your view. For it is a faithful
Gaying, If we fuffer with bimy we fball alfo reign with hims

Hearken to the promife of your Lord and Mafter, ¢« for his

fayings are very truc,”” To bum that overcometh will I grant td
fit down with me in my throne, as 1 alfs have overcome and am
fet down with my Father in his throne.

Go then, my dear brethren, ftimulated by thefe profpes.
We fhall meet again. Crowns of glory await you and us.
Each, I truft, will be addreffed at the laft day, by our great
Redeemer, Come ye bleffed of my Father ;—thefe were hungry,
and you fod them s athirfl, and you gave them drink ; in prifon,
and you vifted them; Enter ye into the joy of your Lord. Amens

Gipy of a Letter Sfigned by the Minifters and other Chriftian
Friends on a folemn day of prayer at Leicefter, previous t»
the departure of our Miffionaries for India,

The Society for propazating the Gofpel among the Heathen,
to Ram %am Bofboo, Parbotee, and all in India, who call
upon the Name of Jefus Chrift our Lord, both their’s
and our’s.

Dearly beloved brethren !

WE rejoice that we have an opportutiity of addreffing
thofe as fellow-chriftians, who till lately were Toft
in Heathen darknefs and {uperftition. The accounts which
our beloved brother Thomas has given of you, have greatly
refrefhed us. For many years we have been praying to God
on your behalf; we knew but little of what our dear brother
Thomas was doing among you, but had united together before
we heard of his being in %,ngland, for the purpofe of fending
the gofpel into Heathen countries. It was by the fpecial provi-
dence of God that we heard of him, and of the ftate of things
among you. We thankfully embraced the opportunity, and
have ever fince been heartily engaged in promoting the good
work. From Afia founded out the word of the Lord into
Europe; glad fhall we be to have that joyful found reverbe-
rate to Afiaagain, and extend to every other part of the earth!
You requefted in your letter fent to one of our brethreny
that « Miffionaries might be fent to preach the gofpel among
you, and to help forward the tranflation of the word of
God.”” For thele purpofes we recommend to you our mueh
efteemed brethren Thomas and Carey, men who we are purs
fuaded are willing to hazard their lives for the name of
the Lord Jefus; men who will feek not your’s, but you;
men
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men who, though not pretending to infallibility, wa douht not,
will labour to tranflate the Bible as faft as they are able;
who will teach you the word of the Lord in truth, and adora
the doltrine they preach, by a life of holinefs, righteoufnefs,
and goodnefs. Receive them in the Lord, and flrengthen
their hands by uniting with them in every good word and
work.

We hope that upon the arrival of our brethren, you will
be folemnly baptized, in ths name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, the onz living and true God, thereby put-
ting on the Lord Jefus Chrift, making an open profeflion
of his name. Expe&t perfecutions and reproaches. Al that
will live godly in Chrift Jefus muft {uffer perfecution, be-
«<aufe the hearts of men are by nature at enmity with God,
and true religion. But be not ditheartened ; tribulations will
turn to your advantage, and the furtherance of the gofpel,
through the blefling of your and our God, who will be with
you to fupport you in all your afflitions. Only let your
converfation be as becometh the gofpel of Chrift, that the
enemies of godline(s may have no evil thing to fay of you.
Shun all ev:l company, and all idolatrous affemblies and cuf-
toms, “ Come ye out from among them, and be ye feparate
faith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will
receive you; and will be a father to you, and you fhall be
my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.”

Neverthelefs, though you have no fellowthip with the un-
converted in their evil works, yet be ye courteous, kind,
affable, pitiful, and ready to do good unto all men, even to
your enemies as occafions may offer. Be faithful and juft
in all your dealings, fpeaking the truth, and acting with up
rightuefs.  Pray for thofe that perfecute you., Confider whe
1t 1s that maketh you differ, and pray that the fame almighty
Jove which hath conquered your hearts may conquer their’s.
Let Unchaftity and all manner of uncleannefs, and all intem-
perance in eating or drinking, be unknown among you. Put
far away all lying, and deceit, and treachery, and double deal-
ing. Be fubjet to the laws, of your country in all things not
contrary to the laws of God. Be obedient to fyour
fuperiors, and compaffionate to your inferjors., Be faith-
ful inall your relative connexions. Cultivate love, meek-
nefs, gentlenefs, goodnefs and mercy. If any of you be over-
taken in a fault, be ready to reclaim and to forgive, as Chrift
alfo has forgiven you. You have read the:xviii chapter of
Matthew on this fubje&t. If any turn back after proiefling
the name of Chrift, and are not to be reclaimed, be not
ftumbled at it, but withdraw yourfalves from all fellowthip

M m with
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with them. Suich things will be permitted to try your fin-
cerity. In fhort, in your {pirit and conduct let your coun-
trymen behold the holy tendency of the dotrine of Chrift,
and we doubt not but God, your own God, will blefs and
multiply you abundantly.

Dear brother Ram Ram Bofboo !

Thoufands in our folemn affemblies have read and fung
your Gofpel Hymn, with joy, and hope, and brotherly love !
Your fentiments and feelings are our’s! We feel that we
are brethren ! Though wide oceans divide us, we are of
one fpirit!| We have heard of your labours of love. Go on,
very dear brother, and by every mean in your power, dif-
feminate the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. Teach the gofpel
which you have heard and learned.  Teach your countrymen
by pfalms and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, to-make melody i
their hearts to. the Lord.

Dear brother Parbotee !

We have been made acquainted with the affecting cur-
eumftances of your converfion to our Lord Jefus Chrift;
and we greatly rejoice with you, and for you. It does our
hearts good to hear of your readinefs to avow your attach-
ment to him; and thet you have declared yourfelf ready to
encounter all the difficulties and perfecutions that might fol-
low your being baptized in his name. Go on, dear brother.
Eternal life is before you! Be you alfo a helper of our bre-
thren. Endeavour by every mean to teach others what you
know of Chrift; and adorn your profefion by an @nble-
mifhed converfation.

Might we add (furely we may) dear brother Mohun Chund?

We have heard of your ferious attention to the preaching
of the gofpel, of your being convinced by it that you was a
great finner before God, that there was no refuge for youw
among all your Shaflers, and that the Gofpe!/ alone was of
God, difcovering the way of f{alvation;—and farther, that
you had difufed the idolatrous worthip of your country-men ;
fuad forbidden the vain homage paid you by the deluded peo-
ple, and had fubjeted yourfelf to temporal lofs for Chrift’s
fike : yes, wehave heard of your adherence to the Gofpel
when vifited by Parbotee, previous to-his converfion, and
how, when threatened by him refpeting lofing caff, you left
the company and went and poured out your complaint to God
in prayer. And morcover, when he came to you in the
agony of his foul, requefting to kear the gofpel, you dir:¢ted

him
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him in the way of eternal life. O brother AMohun Chund !
can you think how it grieved us to hear after all this, that
your heart failed you in a time of trial: that you diflembled
for a piece of bread ! Surely your heart has ere now fmitten
you! Our Redeemer is merciful! Remember Simon Peter !
But he alfo is holy, and jealous of his honour. He whe
denieth bim before men, and repenteth riot, bim will he deny
defore his Father, and the holy angels !

Dearly beloved brethren, farewel ! Thoufands of prayers
have already been offered up on your behalf ! Thoufands
more will f{llow! Let us have your’s for us in return]|
The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ~ Amen ! Amen !

Signed at Leicefter, March 20, 1793—Andrew Fuller,
Rey. Hogg, J. Sutdliff, §. Pearce, R. Hopper, J. Ryland,
Robert Mills, T. Blundell, J. W. Morris, W, Staughton,
E. Sharman, C. Briggs, T. Edmonds, R. Watts, T.
“Trindery J. Yates, J. Canner, J. Purfer, T. Prowitt.

N. B. Subfcriptions to the Baptift Society for propagating
the Gofpel among the Heathen, whether annual or occafional,
are received gratefully by the Rev. R. Hogg, of Thrapfton,
treafurer to the primary fociety ; and the Rev. A. Fuller, of
Kettering, fecretary to the fame: alfo, by the Rev. S, Pearce,
fecretary to the correfponding fociety at Birmingham ; or Mr,
King, the treafurer there:—by the Rev. J. Fawcett, of Brearly-
hall, near Halifax, fecretary to the Yorkihire fociety;
by Mr. John Hughes, of the fire-office, Briftol; by the
Rev. William Button, No. 24, Paternofter-row, London ;
and by the Rev. Dr. Rogers, Philadelphia.

A COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE REV. MR. LA TROBE
TO MR. RIPPON,

DEAR MR. RIPPON, Londen, June 26, 1793,

MR. DIXON has, by your defire, tranfmitted to me No.
6. of your inftru&tive work, The Baptyt Annual Regiffer,
for which I fincerely thank you, and I have given Mr. Dixon
the gth No. of the little Accounts concerning our endeavors
to propagate the Gofpel among the Heathen, which he pro-
mifed to fend, or deliver to you.

I have this morning perufed, with much pleafure, the ac-
count of the rife of the Particular Baptift Society for propa-
gating the Gofpel among the Heathen, and truft that our Savior
will lay his bleffing upon your endeavors, and by your means
alfo extend his glorious kingdom on earth, You have made

Mm 2 honourable
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honourabie mention of us ; but no praife is due to our poor Ja~
bors, What could we poor infignificant people have done, had
notourblefled Saviour himfelfperformed the work, and to thew
his power, made ufe of the weakeft and moft infufficient in-
firuments ? [ think the rife, progrefs, and fuccefs. of the Bre-
threns miffions, are fome of the greateft proofs on earth of the
truth of our Lord’s declaration, My grace is fufficient for thee:
Jfor my flrength is made perfedt in weaknefs.
In your Account, the following articles are propofed for ex-
amination and difcuffion in a diligent and impartial' manner.
No. 5. p. 378). 1. What qualifications are efpecially requi-
ite in Miflionaries? 2. What advice fhould be given to thz
Miflionaries, or what regulations adepted concerning them,
&c. 1did not find any anfwers to, or further difcuffion of,
thefe fubjets in your-6th No. p. 485. except that you have
met with two Brethren willing to go among the Eaft Indian
Heathen. To the firft queftion, we Moravian Brethren
fhould anfwer fimply thus: The love of God fhed abroad
in their hearts by the Holy Ghoft. From love and gratitude
to Him who hath purchafed them with his own bloud, they
fhould be truly and wholly devoted to his fervice; affured,
that in /ife and death they are the Lord’s, and that he will abide
with them forever ;-—void of felf-luve, {elf-feeking, feif-com-
placency, and the whole poifonous fyftem of fe/f';— confcious
of numberlefs wants and infirmities ; but by experience, 2c-
quainted with the faving power of Jefus, and the fan&ifying
merits of his precious atonement; filled with love to their
fellow-men, as being bought with an ineftimable price.
and confequently, preeious in the fight of our Saviour,
however depraved and corrupted, and however defpicable in the
fight of men; thunning no danges, no trial, no perfecution, when
engaged in the caufe of the Saviour, always hoping, always
believing ; unweariedly following the poor ftraying fhecp ;
and even without prefent profpecis, relying upon the gracious
promifey That the ward of the Lord fhall not return unte Him
wvoidy but accomplyfh that which be pleajfes, in due time, and
profper in the thing whereto he has fent it.  Thofe of our
Miflionaries, whofe lzbours the Lord has blefled, have had
thefe qualifications. Learning, and what the world calls
accompliflunents, we have not experienced to be of much
ufe. A’ true chriftian has always thofe accomplifhments he
wants ; he is kind, courteous, gentle, peaceable, and full of
good-will. Let the werldling produce any better principles
of conduct; but he muft put up with thame, becaufe he has
not the truth in him. 2, What advice thould be given te
the Mifficnaries, &c.?

When
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When the Brethren went firft among the Heathen, they
were advifed, and alfo thought, that they muft firft enter upon
an explanation of the greatnels, juftice, ommiprefence, &c. of
God; of the heinoufnefs of fin, &c. but they {oon found that,
%0 know nothing among them fave Fefus, and him crucified, was
the right way ; the word of the crofs proved the power of
God unto falvation, and every other good thing followed.
The minds of the converts were by degrees open to all other
religious fubjects. T'hercfore, our advice is, as to doétrine,
that they preach the crucified Fefus; that they look more for
real -converfion of heart in the few committed unto their care
than for numbers, that they carefully and kindly maintain
difcipline, excluding tramgreflors, yet not forfaking them,
but endeavouring by God’s grace to lead them gently back
into the right way; that they are continually watchful to
prevent hurt to the fouls of men; that they become ac-
quainted with every individual, and baptize none but thofe
in whom a change of hearc is viiible. That, as to external
fupport, they be fatisfied with -whatever providence may ap-
point, and frugally manage their houfe-keeping. The Lord
be praifed who has hitherto given -us fuch pecfons for our
mifiiens. May he alfo give them to your dear people, and
hear your prayers in behalf of all men. The ideas in the
preamble (p. 372, of the Regifter,) contain every thing need
ful for a miffionary’s confideration, and imply a complete an-
{wer to the queftions. Did our Saviour do fo much for us
how much then ought we to be devoted to him!

I have been too prolix, and muft beg your pardon for in-
terfering in your concerns ; and I am fure you have perfons
in your fociety much more able to fay fomething to the pur-
pofe on thefe {ubjects, but I have imply written what juft
ftruck my mind in perufing your Regifters. We differ in
a few things, but.we are, I truft, one in Jefus, and do
what we do in his name. You are at liberty to infert what

ou pleafe concerning us, wnd our mifftens, in your work,
if you think it can give any pleafure to your good people.

I remain with fincere eftecm,
Dear Sir,
Your affeétionate friend and humble fervant,
C. Ic. La Twroeg

nm3
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EXTRACTS

From the American Aflociation Letters, &c. and from the
perfonal Correfpondence between the Englih, and the
American Brethren,

THE Gewerar CommiTTeE of BaPTisT AssociaTions
met at Tomahawk Meeting-houfe, in the County of Chefter-
field (Virginia,) May 12, 13, 14, 15, 1792,

Saturday, May 12. At noon the Rev. David Thomas preach-
ed the introdu@ory fermon frem Dan. xii. 1, 2, 3.

The Delegates convened in the Meeting-houfe, and prayer
being made, the letters from the diftri¢t Affociations were read,
and the Affociations and Delegates enrolled.
+1. Port/mouth * —Thomas Armiftead and David Barrow.

2. Middle * ~—Eleazar Clay, James Sanders, Bernard Todd,
and Thomas Burford.
3. Rvanoak *.—John Williams, Thomas Reed, and James Hurt.
4. Strawkerry* —Robert Stockton, Jofeph Anthony, Samuel
Goodwin, and William Johnfon.
5. Dan River * —Samuel Harris, Reuben Picket, and George
Roberts.
6. Dover—Lewis Lunsford, William Webber, Henry Toler,
and Reuben Ford.
. Keto&on~David Thomas, James Ireland, and John Monroe.
. Chappawamfick—William Friftoe, Jer. Moore, William
Holley, and William Mafon.
9. Orange~—John Waller.

The Rev. William Webber was then chofen Moderator, and
Reuben Ford, Clerk.

On motion, agreed, That the Rev. Meffrs. Thomas, Maflon,
Waller, Barrow, and Clay, be appointed to confider the fate of
of the Union, and make report.

That Meflrs. Toler and Roberts do prepare and bring in a
Circular Letter to the diftriét Affociations.

The Rev. Mefirs. Williams, Barrow, and Armiftead, appointed
to preach on tlie morrow, then adjourned till Monday morning,
8 o’clock.

Monday morning, 14th May, after divine worfhip, proceeded
to bufinefs.

Ordered, That the terms of union between the regular and
feparate Baptifts, as agreed upon at Dover, be inferted for the
information of the Baptifts at large, which are as follow:

00~

+ The five Affociations diftinguifhed above, and marked thus ¥, are
en the South of James River, the other four are on the North of it.

After
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After debate refpelting the utility of adopting a Confeflion of
Faith, We do agree to receive the regular Baptifls’. But to pre-
vent its ufurping a tyrannical power over the confcience of any,
we donot mean that every perfon is to be bound tp the ftriét
ebfervance of every thing contained therein, yet, that it holds
forth the eflential truths of the gofpel, and that the do@rines of
falvation by Chrift, and free and unmerited grace alone, ought
to be believed by every Chriftian, and maintained by every
Minifter of the Gofpel; and that the terms, regular and {eparate,
be buried in oblivion, and that from hencef%rth, we fhall be
known by the name of the UniTep BarTisT CHURCHES
oF CHrIsT 1N VIRGINIA.

The Committee, appointed te amend a refolution of a former
Commirttee, prefented the following, which was agreed to:
After maturely deliberating on a variety of circumitances, your
Committee fuppofe that the bufinefs of the General Committee,
is to confider all the political grievances of the whole Baptift
fociety, and all references from diftri&t Aflociations, as alfe
other circumftances which evidently relate to the external intereft
of the whole Baptift fociety, and no other concerns whatever.

The Circular Letter to the diftriét Affociztions being read,
was approved.

The report of the Committee, appointed to examine a collec-
sion of Hymns prepared by the Rey. Bieazer Clay, was rcceived,
and agreed to as follows: Your Commitiee- have examined the
faid Colleftion, do approve of the fame, and hope the faid book
may be beneficial to. the populace in general, and to the church
of Chrift in particular.

The Delegate who waited on the laft Gensral Aflembly,
with a memorial and perition, informed the Committee, That,
agreeable to his appointment, he waited on the Affembly with
faid Memorial *; that it was received by the Houfe, but that the
prayer of the faid petition was rejected.

The reference concerning flavery fiill referred to the next
General Commitee. .

The Rev. John Williams, preparing a plan for the Baptift
Hiftory, was referred to a refolution that paft the General Com-
mittee on that fubjeét in the year 1790. ~

Agreed, that the next Gereral Committee be holden at Mud-
dy Creek meeting-houfe, in Powhatan county, on the fecond
Saturday in May next. .

Met Tuefday morning, May 15th, and, after divine worfhip,
proczeded to bufinefs.

The Committee recommended, that a lay member be ap-
pointed to wait on the Aflembly with a Memorial from the

* Itappears from the minutes of 1780, (Mr. R. has not received
thofe of 1791,) that this was a memorial and petition, “ praving for the
fale of the glebe lands, and the opening of the churches, for thedif-
ferent focieties of Chriftians, *¢ which before the war, had been ufed
only by the Epifcopalians” EprTor.

M| 4 General
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General Committee, remonftrating againft thofe laws that hawe
vefted the Glebe Lands in the hands of the Veftry, and their
fucceflors, for the fole nfe of the Epifcopal church,

The Memorial being read and amended, was agreed to; and
Brother Thomas Burford appointed to wait on the General Af-
fembly with the fame, and the Rev. William Webber is directed
to give due notice in the public papers.

The reference concerning feminaries of learning being con-
fidered,

Refolved, That the Rev. Meflrs. John Williams, and Thomas
Reed, be appointed to prepare and bring in a plan to the next
Committee for eftablifhing one.

Adjourned till the 2d Saturday in May, 1793.

The Circular Letter of two pages was on the Miniftry of the
Gofpel.

The Warwrick Assocrarion (New-York), held at Peeks-
Kill, May 31, and June 1, 17992 *. Tuefday, two o’clock,
P. M. May 31. Brother John Dodge preached by appointment,
from 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Stand foff in the faith.

Brother John Catop was chofen Moderator, and Brother
Thomas Montanye, Clerk. Letters from thirteen churches were
read.

Wednefday, Sermon this morning by Brother Thomas Mon-
tanye, from Rom. v. 10.

The Circular Letter was poftponed on account of the expe-
diency of publifhing the manner of forming this Affociation,
and to fhew the churches the regularity of our proceedings +.

Voted, That our next Affcciation be held at Warwick, the
third Tueflay in O&ober, 1792z, Introdutory fermon to be
preached at two o’clock, P. M. by Brother Elias Lee; and in
cafe of failure, by Brother John Caton.

Sermon in the afternoon by Brother Lee.

‘The BetuerL Assocration, held at the Baptift church, on
Jamey’s Creek, Spartanburgh County, South Carolina, begun
on Saturday, Auguft 11, 17921.

‘Two firft days fpent in public devotion.

Monday, Auguft 13. Rev. Saunders Walker delivered an
introduttory difcourfe from 1 Sam. iv. 3. Letters from twenty-
four churches being read, the names of their Delegates were
enrolled. Rev. James Fowler was elefted Moderator, and Mr.
William Ford, Clerk.

Five churches applied for admiflion into this Affociation, and
fatisfaltory information being given by their Delegates, of their
faith, and geod order, they were received.

It was advifed, that churches be careful not to admit any to
ordination, but fuch as manifeft real piety and promifing gifts,

* See the year 1791, in page 294.

+ This ftatement takes up three quarto pages.

T The account of 1791 is in page 2go of the Regifter, nd
&
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and who ufe every prudent meafure for improvement in gofpel
knowledge. And that in order to their ordination, the church
to which the candidate for the miniftry belongs, fhould call in
the affiftance of three (ar at leait two) of fuch minitters in union,
as they efteem men of repute and minifterial ability for fuch a
bufinefs.

Tuefday, g o’clock. After various bufinefs was tranfalled, it was
agreed, 'I’hat our next Affociation be held at tae place of onr
prefent meeting, to begin the fecond Sawurday in Auguft, 1793.

Having received a letter from the Rev. Oliver Hart, A, M.
of Hopewell, in New Jerfey, addreffed to the Affociation, which
contains fome excellent advice and infiruftion on the dofrine
and difcipline of the church; a few extradts from it were made
and adopted as the affociation letter at this time.

The minutes of this Affociation 1nclude 31 churches, which
have in them 1831 members. Increafe fince laft year gz1.

The MerepiTa Associatioy (New Hampthire), held at
Sandbornton, September 13, ¥4, 1792.

Wednefday, Sept. 13. At two o’clock, P. M. Elder John
Peak preached the introduttory fermon, from Prov. viii. zo, 21.

Letters were read from the churches. Including Wentworth
and Cockermouth which were received this feffion, it appears
there are §33 members in this convention, 54 of whom were
baptized in the courfe of the year, and added to the church at
Meredith.

By letters and meflengers from New Hampfhire and Wood-
flock, we received fome very agreeable intelligence.

Thurfday, Sept. 14. Met, Read and accepted the Circalar
Letter prepared by Brother Brainard, on Church Order and Go-
vernment,

Appointed Brother Brainard to prepare the Circular Letter
againft our next,

Recommended again, that the Minifters of our Affociation
€xchange their gifts as opportunity offers.

Our next Affociation to be holden at Sandwich, the fecond
Wedne{day in September, 1793, at two o’clock, P. M.

The Grorcia AssoctaTtionN. Our excellent Brother, the
Rev. Mr. Abraham Marfhall, who affifted the poor Negroes in
forming the church at Savannah, and in calling Andrew (a black
man), into the work of the miniftry amongft them, has lately
tranfmitted to Mr. Rippon, in MS. the Georgia Affociation
Minutes of 1785, 1785, 1787, 1788, and 1792 *, from which
the following extrals are made.

May 15, and 16th, 1785. This Affociation met at Kioka, and
confifted of only fwe churches; the number of communicants
not mentioned.

* A comp.¢ e hiftory of this Affeciation weuld be very acceptable.

Eprior.
o&. z0.
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O&. 20, 1787. Sixteen churches aflociated at Greenwood,
who had been favoured with a clear increafe, in one year, of a
above 600 members. They were now 1402 members in all.

In0O&. 1788. The Reprefentatives of thirty-one churches met
at Clarke’s Station, and, (including 198 Negro brethren) they
were in all 2223 members.

O&. 20, and following days, 1792, this Affociation mert at
Fithing Creek. Thirty-feven churches are enrolled inthe Minates.
The members 2934. omitting the church at Ebenezer, whofe
numbers are not mentioned in the MS.

The New-York AssociaTion, held in New-York, O&o-
ber 3ift, and November ift, and zd, 179z *.

Wednefday, O&. 31. At three o’clock, P, M. Brother Van
Horne preached the introdu&ory fermon, from Matt. xxviii. zo0.
And lo, I am awith you alway, even unto the end of the avorld.
After divine fervice, proceeded to bufinefs—it being opened
with prayer by Brother Holmes. Brother Fofter was chofen
Moderator, and Brother Bryant, Clerk.

Read twelve letters from our fifter churches: five of which
were now received into union with thisaffociation. T'he churches
at Patohog and Sag-Harbour were lately conftituted. Brother
Rathbun preached in the evening, from Pf. Ixxxvil. 3. Gherioxs
things are fpoken of thee, O city of God.,

Thurfday, November 1. Brother Runyon began by prayer.
Read a very affetionate letter from the Philadelphjan Aflocia-
tion. A letter from the Danbuary Affociation informs us of har-
mony in their churches, and gives a pleafing account of confi-
derable additions. The Stonington Affociation propofed mutual
correfpondence, which was agreed to. The Circular Letter
was read. Brother Hamilton preached this evening, from
2 Thefl. ii. 16. Good bope through grace.

Friday, g o’clock, A. M. November z. The bufinefs of the
day introduced with prayer, by Brother David Jones. Attended
the requeft of Mount-Pleafant church in their letter, defiring
the opinion of this Aflociation with refpe€t to the expediency
of erefting an Academy in their_vicinity, for the education of
pious young men of promifing abilities, for the miniftry in the
Baptift denomination, The defign approved. Appointed a
Committee to form a plan for the faid inftitution, viz. Brethren
Fofter, Van-Horne, Holmes, Stites, Hunter, Robins, and M.
Smith, Efq.

This Affociation, taking into confideration the calamitous
fituation of the French Nation, think it expedient to recommend
to the churches we reprefent, te intercede in their public ad-
drefles to the throne of grace, that God would be pleafed in the
greatnels of his mercy, to grant them relief from their diftreffed

* Tke Minutes of 1791 are in page 299 and 3c0.
fisuation
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fituatjon—eftablith civil and religious liberty amongft them, and
open an effeCtual door for the extenfive fpread of the Gefpel of
Chrift.

The next Affociation to meet in New-York, the Iaft Wednef-
day but one in May, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 1793. The Affocia-
tion clofed with prayer by Brother Coles. Brother Finch is to
preach in the evening.

The CrarrLesTox AssociaTion, held at Coofawhatchie,
the 3d of November, 1792 +.

The Saturday and Sabbath were employed in exercifes of
public devotion,

On Monday, 11 o’clock, A. M. the introdutory fermon was
delivered by Rev. Edmund Botsford, from Pfalm cxxxviiith, and
2d, For thou haft magnified thy averd above all thy name, Letters
from twelve churches were read.

Decreafe this year 23. Members in all 19835,

"The Circiilar Letter prepared by Rev. Richard Furmanwas read,
and with a little alteration, approved. Itisan anfwer to thefe
Queftions. ¢ In what relation do the children of church mem-
bers ftand to the church ? And what method is moft advifeable
to be purfued with refpe& to them, both for their own {piritual
benefit, and the general interefts of religion-?”

Appoinited the third Wednefday in March next, as a day of
humiliation, fafting and prayer to Almighty God, to be ob-
ferved by all our charches to deprecate the divine difpleafure
.aanifefted againft our land, in the many adverfe difpenfatiogs
of providence experienced in the courfe of the prefent year;
and on our churches in thelr barren and lifelefs ftate: and to
implore his mercy for the pardon of our offences, the influence
of his gracious Spirit, and the revival of the work of grace;
and for the varicus bleflings of his kind providence of which
we ftand in need.

Requeited Rev. Zdmund Botsford to write the Circular Letter
for the next year, and that it be an anfwer to the following
query : What condu¢t thould be obferved by Chriftians in mat-
ters of controver{ly, wherein they differ from each other in
refpe@ either of principle or praltice ? '

Agreed that our next meeting be at the High Hills of Santee,
the Saturday before the ift Sabbath in November next, The
fermon to be delivered by Rev. Evan Pypgh; in cafe of failure,
by Rev. Richard Furman.

Mr. Furman, as Chairman to the Gezeral Committee of the Fund
for the educating Young Miniflers, reported, That the Committee
had agreed on a fyfiem of rules for regulating the bufinefs com-
mitted to them by the churches, and were ready to ratify them,
in which they defired the concurrence of the Affociation. The

4+ The minutes of 1791 are recorded in the Regifter, paze 30,

Rules
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Rules being alfo prefented, were read, and unanimouily ap-
oved.

PJ-Agreed unanimoufly to affit Rev. Jefle Mercer in purfuing a
regular courfe of learning, by farnifhing him with ten pounds
for the prefent year. Mr. Jofeph Cook, fon of the late Rev.
{ofeph Cook of the Eshaw, underwent an examination, and
was approved. Agreed, that the expences of his education for
the laft year, be paid out of the fund.

The Chairman read a Petition addrefled to the Legiilature of
this State, praying for the incorporation of the Committee :
the fame being taken under confideration, was approved, figned
by all the members, and committed to the Chairman to be for-
warded to the General Aflembly.

Account of the NEcro CHURCH at SAVANNAH, and of
two NEGRo MINISTERS.

Savannab, Dec. 22, 1792.
DEAR BROTHER RIPPON,

BY return of Capt, Parrot in the fhip Hannah, opportunity
offers to acknowledge the receipt of your kind favour with two
boxes of books, agreeable to invoice, which were very thank-
fully acceptable to our Brother Andrew, as well as myfelf, and
were delivered agreeable to your requeft. Within a month pat}
a few of our chriftian friends were providentially collefted at my
houfe, when it was thought neceflary we fhould commence a fub-
feription for the building a Baptift Meeting-houfe in this city,
as the corporation has given us a lot for that purpofe. Mr.
Ebenezer Hills arrd myfelf were appointed truftees, and we have
{fubfcribed £.35. 6. 8. if we can get as much more, we intend to
begin the work, pleafe God to {mile on our weak endeavours,
and the place will be made fufficiently -large to accommeodatg
the black people : they have been frowned upon of late by {fome
defpifers of religion, who have endeavoured to fupprefs their
meeting together on Thur{day evening in the week, which was
their cuftom, but is now fet afide; fo that they only continue
worfhip from fun rife to fan fet on Sabbath days.

1 copied brother Andrew’s laft return of members for brother
Silas Mercer, who was here fince the affociation at Coofawhatchie,
which is as follows: Return made to the Georgia Affociation,

Suppofed to be two or three years paft 250

Baptized fince (fay 8o in this year 17g2) 159
) 4°9

Excommaunicated et 8

Dead —_— —— 12
2Q

Total remaining, Nov. 26, 1792 389
Brother
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Brother Andrew lately brought me a letter from brother
George Liele, of Jamaica, exprefiive of the great increafe of his
churci in that Ifland. Andrew is free only fince the death of
his old mafter, and purchafed his freedom of one of the heirs at
the rate of go /. He was born at Goofe Creek, about 16 miles
from Charlefton, South Carolina; his mother was a flave, and died
in the fervice of his old mafter: his father a flave, yet living,
but rendered infirm by age for ten years paft. Andrew was
married nine years fince, which was about the time he and his
wife were brought to the knowledge of their wretched fate by
nature: His wife 1s named Hannah, and remains a flave to the
heirs of his old mafter ; they have no children: He was or-
dpined by our Brother Marfhall: he has no affitant preacher but
his Brother Sampfon, who continues a faithfel flave, and oc-
cafionally exhorts. Some white minifters from the country preach
in his church. Jefle Peter, another Negro, (whofe prelent mafter
is Thomas Galphin,} is now here, and has three or four places
in the country where he attends preachin% alternately : a num-
ber of white people admire him. While he is here, I purpofe
to be informed more particularly of his fituation, &c. Although
a {lave, his mafter indulges hiin in his profeflion, and gives him
urrcommon libeities.. To return to Anxprew, he has four
Deacons appointed, but not regularly introduced. He fupports
himfelf by his own labour. There are no white people that
p;i:ticulariy belong to his church, but we have reaion to hope
that he has been inflrumental in the conviftion and converting
of fome whites.—AMos, the other Negro Minifter, mentionad
by Brother George, refides at one of the Bahama Iflands, which
is called New Providence, and is about four days fail towatds the
{outh eaft. ‘There is one white church at Ogeechee, and another
at Effingham ; each of thefe are about twenty miles from this,
which are the neareft and only ones. Perhaps fifty of Andrew’s
church can read, but only three can write,

For the prefent, accept of the fincere love and kind refpe&s
of all the Black Society, with Andrew’s particalar thanks.
My ears have heard their petitions to the throne of grace for
you pariicularly, which no doubt they will continue; and let
me entreat your prayers for them, and for the conne&ed focieties
of this State.

Your Brother in the Lord Jefus,
Jonaruan CrLagke.

Kingflon, Famaica, Jan. 12, 1793,

OUR Meeting-houfe is now covered in, and the lower floor
was completed the 24th of lat month. We fuppofe we are in-
debted for lumber, ilime, bricks, &c. between 4 and se0/+
Al am not able to exprefs the thanks I owe for your kind atten-

* There are at prefent =o galleries nor pews in it. EpiTor.

on
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tion to me, and the caufe of God. The Schoolmafter, together
with the members of our church, return their fincere thanks
for the books you have been pleafed to fend them, being fo well
adapted to the fociety, they have given great fatisfaction.

I hope fhortly to fend you a full account of the number of
people in our focieties, in different parts of this ifland. I have
baptized near goo.

I have purchafed a piece of land in Spanith Town, the capital
of this ifland, for a burying ground, with a houfe upon it, which
ferves for a Meeting-houfe. James Jones, Efq. one of the Magif-
trates of this town, and Secretary of the Ifland, told me, that
the Hon. William Mitchell, Efq. the Cuftos, had empowered
him to grant me licence to preach the Gofpel, and they have
given me liberty to make mention of their names in any con-
gregation where we are interrapted. Mr. Jones has given per-
mifiion for all his negroes to be taught the word of God. The
gofpel is taking great efet in this town. My brethren and fifters
n general, moit affeltionately give their chriftian love to you,
and all the dear lovers ot Jefus Chriil in. your church at London,
and beg that they, and all the other churches, will remember the
poor Ethiopian Baptilts of Jamaica in their pravers, 1 remain;
dear Sir and brother, vouar unworthy Fellow labourer in Chrift.

GrorGE LIELEs

Kingflon, Famaica, April 12, 1793,
REV. AND DEAR SIR,

1 AM one of the poor, unworthy, helplels creatures born in
this iftand, whom our glorious mafter Jefus Chrit was graci-
oufly pleafed to call from a ftate of darkuefs to the marvellous
light of the gofpel; and finee our Lord hath beftowed his
mercy on my foul, our beloved minifter, by confent of the
church, appointed me deacon, {choolmafter, and his principal
helper.

\gfe have great reafon in this ifland to praife and glorify thé
Lord, for his goodnefs and loving kindnefs in fending his bleffed
Gofpel amongft us, by our well-beloved minifter, Brother Liele.
We were living in flavery to fin and fatan, and the Lord hath
redeemed our fouls to a ftate of happinefs to praife his glorious
and ever blefled name ; and we hope to enjoy everlafting peace by
the promife of our Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift. The bleffed
Gofpel is fpreading wonderfully in this ifland; believers are
daily coming into the church, and we hope, in a little time, to
fee Jamaica become a.Chriftian country,

I remain refpe@fully, Rev. and Dear Sir,
Your poor Brother in Chrift,
Tuomas NicHoras SwicLe.

Mr.
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Mr. George Gibbs Bailey, of Briftol, now at Kingfton, in
Jamaica, writes thus, underdate May 9, 1793. “I have enquired
of all thofe who I thought could give me an account of Mr.
Liele’s condu&, without prejudice, and I can fay with pleafure,
what Pilate {aid, I can fixd no fault irn this man. 'The Baptift
church abundantly thrives among the Negroes, more than any
denomination in Jamaica; but I am very forry to iay, the
Methodift church is declining greatly.”

Another fenfible Gentleman, of Kingflor, in Jamaica, much
attached to Mr. Wefley’s intereft, alfo fays, < I will be very
candid with you, and tell you, that I think the Baptift church
#s the charch that will fpread the Gofpel among the poor
Negraes, and I hope and truft, as there is reafon to believe
that your church will be preferred before all others by the
Negroes, that thofe of you who are in afluence will contribute
and fend out 2 minifter, and fupport him,” &c.

Weftmoreland County, ViRGIN1A, April 5, 1793,
REV. AND DEAR BROTHER,

I FIND by your Annual Regifter, you have been pretty much
informed of the great profperity of the church of Chrift in this
country. Very remarkable was the outpouring of the divine
Spirit among us a few years paft; great nembers were added
to the churc%xes, and great was the triumph of Zion. I fup-
pofed we were gathering fome chaff; however, as great a
proportion ftill appears to be wheat as could have been expeéted;
but we are more languid than in that {oul comforting feafon of
religious warmth. There are not many fhouts in the camp of
Ifrael here at prefent from new horn fouls; but ftill, we not only
have large congregations to preach to, but pretty good order
in moft of the churches, and are encouraged to believe we fhall
fee greater things yet. Ciwil and religious liberty have erefted
their blifsful banners in America, and I hope the fweets thereof
will fpread, till The earth fhall be filled awith the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord, as the wmaters cover the fta, when all people
thall ferawe bim avith one confent.  Liberty of confcience has been
wnlimited in this State ever fince, or foon after, the Declaration
of American Independence ; unlefs the cafe of Glebes, mention-
ed in the Minutes of the general committee, be an exception +.

I live within a few miles of Robert Carter, Efq. with whom
you have correfponded, and who has been a peculiar friend to
me. I expe&t you know, by this time, that he efpoufes the
New Church, who are of the principles of the Hon. Emanue!
Swedenkorg.

I not only ride and preach about home, but frequently travel,
and have meetinge abroad for weeks together.

+ Sce the Minutes referred to, in page 335 of the Regifter.
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God is raifing up fome promifing young minifters among ui,
one of whom is Brother Andrew Broaddus, with whom I am to
fet off next Tuefday, on a preaching tour of between three and
fonr hundred tiles over the Blue Ridge. . . .

I.am, Rev. and Dear Brother, your’s,
I hope, in the dear Redeemer,
H. Tovrkr.

From the Rev. ABrRaAHAM MARSHALL, who formed the
Negro Church at Savannah, to Mr. Rippon.

Kicka, GEorG1a, May1, 1793,
Rev. axp Dear Sir,

YOURS came fafe to hand, and gave fingular fatisfadion.
Neither {preading plains, nor rollings oceans, can prevent us
from weeping with thofe that weep, and rejoicing with thofe
that rejoice. I have had it in contemplation for fome time to
epen a correfpondence with our dear friends on the other fide of
the flood, but my conftant travelling has hitherto prevented ;
X am highly pleafed that you have opened the way.

Your Correfpondent is the fon of Daniel Marfhall, who was a
native of New England, and educated afier the moft firicteft fec?
of the Prefbyterians: He was early brought to the knowledge
of the truth, and on becoming acquainted with the Baptifts,
and their principles, joined that ancient and apoftolic people,
and was fhortly after ordained: His zeal for God, and his con-
flancy in 1eligion were remarkable. Fired with an idea that the
latter day glory was rufhing on, he left his native fpot, and a
goodly inheritance, to fpread the Gofpel, if it had been in his
power, from the rifing to the going down of the fun.

He eacountered innumerable difficulties from the Indians,
among whom he made his firit ftand, and taught them a year
and half with confiderable fuccefs ; fo that many of their favage
hearts, inftead of thirfting for human blood, were made 1o long
for an intereft in vbe blooa of jprinkiing, that jpeaketh better things
than that of Abel. He condufted his little family from
State to State, {preading the favour of his Redeemer’s name,
the diftance of eleven hundred miles, till he came to Georgia,
where he planted the firft and largeft church in this State,
from which the reft have principally fprung. He expiredina
moft trinmphant manner, exprefiing thofe words, I have fought
a good fizht, I have fnifped my courfe, I have hept the faith.
Hencefurior there is laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs.

After his departare, your unworthy Brother clofed his former
travels with one tour of three thoufand miles, through eleven
States, preacking and baptizing.

The Lord has dealt bountifully with usin this new world.
Qur civil and religious liberty is fixed on the moft broad bafis.

The
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The Spirit has been poured out upon us from on high, this bare
ren wildernefs has become a fruitful field, and Georgia has not
been forgotten of the Lord among the thoufinds of his Ifrael.

In the year 1787, there was a glorious revival ; thoufands at-
tended on the word; your Correfpondent baptized upwards of a
hundred that year. The Baptift have great influence, and are
the moft numerous of any denomination, in this State. We are
increafed to upwards of three thoufand three hundred in about
twenty years palt #. O! that the Lord would daily add to us
fuch, and only fuch, as fhall be faved.

I have fent forward letters and -ninutes which will furnifh
you with a particular account of our affairs. I hope to be better
provided, and more accurate in future.

As to the Black Church in Savannah, of which you had a
particular account + by Mr. Clarke, I baptized forty-five of them
1n one day, affifted in the conftitution of the church, and ordi-
nation of the minifter. They have given repeated proofs, by
their fufferings, of their zeal for the caufe of God and religion ;
and, I believe, are fcund in the faith, and frié&t in difcipline.

I am alfo intimately acquainted with Jefly Golfin 1 ; he lives
thirty miles below me, in South Carolina, and twelve miles be-
low Augufta: he is a negro fervant to Mr. Golfin, who, to his
praife be it fpoken, treats him with refpet. His countenance is
grave, his voice charming, his delivery good, nor is he a novice
in the myfteries of the kingdom.

From lefs than the leaft,
Apranam MarsHALL,

From Dr. E. to Mr. Rirron.

Connefticut, May 27, 1793,

A4S to the ftate of religion among us, I with I could give a
more favourable account. There are, in a few places, fpecial
awakenings, and attention to eternal things, and inftances of
hopeful converfions, particularly under the miniftry of our
Brother Smalley. Mr. (now Do&or) Weft, of Stockbridge, has
been greatly favoured, in repeated inftances, of revival of reli-
gion among the people of his charge, One thing which, in
my opinion, is an argument of a fate of things favourable to
religion among us, isthe prevailing difpofition in people, in this
part of the country, to eftablifh public libraries in almoft every
parith, and libraries confifting of a large proportion of reli-

* By the lift of churches in Georgia, it appears that Kioka, 'in Rich-
mond County, was the firft Baptift church conftituted in that State. It
was formed in 1772. EDITOR.

4+ Theaccount may be feen in the Regifter, No.4,p. 339—343. EptTOR.

1 Brother Jeffe Golfin (or Galphin) the Negro, is alio mentioned re-

fpedtfully in the Regifter, p. 336. .
N B gious
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ious books, and thofe of the moft ferious and ufeful kind,

here is a controverfy carrying on in New York, between Dr.
Moore and Dr. Linn, on the fubjeéts of regeneration, eleétion,
abfolute decrees, efficacious grace, and the faints perfeverance.
Iam very glad this controverfy has arifen. Controverfies on
fuch kind of {ubje&s have been long agitated in New England ;
and our {outhern brethren have feemed to claim a pre-eminence
over us in New England, as being better united in fentiment
among themfelves, and more orthodox than we are; while we
have told them, that they had as many Arminians among them
as we, and that it would appear, if they were oppofed by the
orthodox. I doubt not, this controverfy, if it proceed, as I
hope it will, will produce many good effetts. It will lead
minifters to ftudy and diftinguith more thoroughly and carefully
the principles of religion, and infit on more important traths in
their preaching. Some gentlemen glory in preaching thofe
truths which all acknowledge. ‘Then they much preach nothing
oppofite to the grofleft Arminiani{m ; and the principle of which
fome men are fo fond, That all controverly in religion is to be
avoided, reguires, that a man preach neither Arminiani{m nor
Calvinifm, neither Socinianifm nor the oppofite, neither Deifm
nor Chriftianity, neither Theifm nor Atheifm. I am forry that
the parties in this difpute do not, as yet, enter more thoroughly
intoit. Itis a grofs abfurdity to attempt to eftablith a doétrine, and
through fear of eftablifhing 1t too firmly, to make ufe of arguments
which are net the moft decifive: or to undertzke to confute a
do&rine, and from fear of giving offence, to be afraid to con-
fute it too efeCtually, and fo rnot confute it all. It isa com-
mon thing with difputants to attempt to prove a point by texts
of fcripture, the fenfe of which is equally difputed, and which
they know, or ought to know, is equally difputed as the main
oint.

On the whole, if our difputants be net afraid of each other,
and fo gradually flieer off ; or if, like Iflachar, they do not efteem
reff a moft important geod, I flatter myfelf, that this controverfy
will be produ&tive of a real increafe of light to both minifters
and others, A man never fludies a point as he does when he
is engaged in a controverfy concerning it.

At Bofton, a controverfy is carrying on concerning the
qualifcations for communien in the church, and whether the
unconverted have a right to fealing ordinances.

Confiderable exertions are making in this State to fupply the
new fettlements on the borders of our northern and weftern
wildernefs with preaching, Numerous fettlements are there
making, which ave unable to fupport the preaching of the
Gofpel among themfelves, and perhaps fome of thofe fettle-
ments are not much difpofed to do it. Attempts have been hereto-
fore made by the Aflcciations of this State, to afford them
affiftance, by fending out fome of their own number to preach
in thofe fettlements for a feafon, But mapy inconveniencies

attended
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attended this mode of fupply; therefore, laft year our general
Affociation petitioned the Legiflature of the State, to grant
them a ccntribution through the State for the purpofe of fup-
portiag miflionaries in the new fettlements. The legiflature
has grasted the obje& of the petition, and the Miffionaries
will, I expe@, in a few weeks be fent on that bufinefs.

A LETTER FROM THE REV. MR, BACKUS, TO MR. RIPPON.

Middleborough, MassaCHUSETTS, June 14, 1793.
DEar Six,

I AM much pleafed with the Regifters, and theaccounts they
contain of the work of God in various parts of the world. The
dawnings of gofpel light among the Hindoos is very encourag-
ing. O that falvation may be extended to thofe people, long
injured by men who have profefled Chriftianity. Neither is the
profpett which opens in the Wett Indies of {mall moment. The
glory of the latter day is haftening ; and though amazing ftu-
pidity and earthly mindednefs have prevailed in various parts of
America, yet God hath not forfaken our guilty land. _

A powertul work of convition and converfion was granted
laft winter in Smithfield, in the north part of Rhode-Ifland
government, greater than hath ever appeared there before n
our day ; and 1t has fpread confiderably in neighbouring places.
A like work fhould be mentioned in old Plymouth, where our
fathers began to plant New England *, which has prevailed to
a greater degree than hath been known in that town fince 1742.
Great numbers have been hopefully converted, of which, per-
haps, you will have an account from their miniftert+. About
the fame time Brother Eldridge, paftor of the Baptift church in
Barnftable, was much quickened, and a great blefling attended
his labours there ; and in our fifter church at Harwich, I was
there in the laft of March, and beginning of April, when peo-
ple were very earneft to hear the word, and many have fince
been called by grace, as I lately hear.

But the moft remarkable account that I have now to give, is
from a town in New Hampthire, planted in the wildernefs a few
years ago, to which they have given the name of New London.
Elder Job Seamans, an intimate friend of mine, fettled there
five years ago, but he laboured under many trials for four years;
and he fays, I fhould have fainted had it not been for that one
text of fcripture, The wiffon is yet for an appointed time, but at
the end it fball peak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it
becaufe it will furely come, it will not tarry. And a revival began
a year ago, which had prevailed fo far, when he wrote to me

* See Mr. Backus’s Church Hiftory of Néw England, vol. 1. p. 33—
41. EDITOR.
4+ No fuch account has been received. Ewmrtor.
Nnz ra
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on Jan. 29, 1793 that he fays, « This: town con{xﬁs of about.
ifty families; and { hope _that betw?cn forty and fifty foul's ha\_ze
lately been tran{lated out of darkr}ef& mto God’s m:'.f.vello.us lightin
this town; befides a nimber in Sutton and Fifkeriield, who
congregate with us. They are aged, middle aged, youth and
children. Fifteen hawve been bapuzcd, and joined to the chu_rch.
] expet a number more will come forward in a fhort time.
Indeed, I know not of one of them .but what is likely to fu}?—
mit to gofpel order ; nor one perfon in the town who ftands in
anty conficersble oppofition.  We have lectures, or cenferenceys
almolt every day, or evening, in the week; and, I believe, 1
may fafely fay, tha}t our young peorle were never a quarter {fo
much engaged in i‘rolickmg, as they are now in t!le great con-
cerns of the foul and eternity, 'The work fill continues, though
1 beiieve there are not gquite o many under heavy conviftion,
as there were fome ume back. Some things in this revival ex-
ceed whatever I faw before.  The convidtions have ufually been
very clear and powerfgl, {o that men and women have freely
acknowledged the juftice and fovereignty of God. I have put
thefe queftions to {ome of them, Would God be }u_ﬁ in cutting
you off for ever? Anfwer. O yes. Would God be juft in damn-
ing you, though he fhould fave another finner juft as bad as you *
Anfwer. O yzs; he hasa right to do what he_ will with his own.
And when they were delivered froin their diftrefs, they ufually
went into trouble of {oul for finners: children, as well as grown

erfons, have had tlis exercife, and they have alflo defires, be~
yond wkat I have ever knew before, for a univerfal outpouring
of the Spirit.” Your’s in gofpel bonds,

Issac Backus,

Poftfciipt. Boffon, Fune ¥, 1793. Since Icame from home,
1 have heard that Mr. Seamans has lately wrote from New
London, that he has baptized fifty-fix perfons fince laft fummer.

]. B.

RN r—

ASSOCIATION
' OF
GENERAL BAPTISTS,
Holden at Hinkley, Leicefterfhire, April the 3d and 4th, 1793,

Public worfhip began Wed. morning at 11 o'clock. Brother
Gopparp prayed, and brother Joun Favyror preached from
James v. 10, 11, Afternoon, brother D. TayrLor preached
from 1 Tim. i. 15. Thur{day afternoon, brother BurcEss
preached from Gal. i1, 19, 20,

Chairman, Dan TavLogr, .
Moderators. BEx. PorLarp and WiLr. Burcess,
Scrides. Ror. SmitH and Josepr BEnTLEY.
The next Affociation to be holden at London, the laft Wednefs
day and Thurfday in June, 1794, -

£
Pian
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Plan for bolding our future Affociations.

That our churches be clafled into feveral diftri&s, and each
diftri€t be vifited in the following order, fo as to form a circle
of eight years.

1ft. year. London church,

2d. year. Nottingham and Derby diftrict; eight churches.

jd. year. Lincolnfhire diftri® ‘and its neighbourhcod; ¢

churches.

4th, year. Leicefter ard Warwickthire diftrit; § churches.

5th, year. Yorkfhire and Lancafhire; § churches.

6th, year. Nottingham and Derbythire difirict.

7th, year. Lincolnfhire.

8th, year, Leicefterfhire and Warwickfhire.

L ETTE R.

Degy Brethren,
HROUGH a kind Providence we are favoured with

another annual interview: and, as it is under your
fanction, fo we truft it will be for your benefit that we af-
fermble. It is our confolation that this is your main defign :
and we truft we can appeal to paft experienee for evidence of
the utility of thefe Aflociations. .

It is 2 maxim univerfally acknowledged, that Man in an
individual capacity is incapable of attaining any very im-
portant object, or rendering any confiderable fervice to fo-
ciety: but when men of various capacity, acquirements,
habits and experience, unite in promoting cne common cauie,
there is fcare any difficulty which they cannot {urmount, or
any defign they cannot by perfeverance accomplith. This
is abundandy evinced in all the arts, trade, and commerce.
In civil, political, and religious focieties, it will appear, that
if any confideratle progrefs has been made, or any important
end obtained, it has been by the sombination of vigorous ex~
ertions,

Our blefled Redeemer and Mafter, in laying the plan for
the promotion of his intereft, and the eftobliinment of his
kingdom in the world, has acted in this view, cxallly in
agreement with this principle. He no fooner entered on his
public miniftry, than he chofe fome Colisagues or.Aflociates
~—not indeed to affift him by their counfel, but to train them
up to affift one another.

We may grant, however, that there is not fufficient evi-
dence in the New Teftament, that Provincial Affemblies
vere held, in the apoftolic age, in the manner we now hold
them ; yet it feems pretty clear that the Apofties themfelves

Nn 3 affembled
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affembled on certain occafions to confer about the affairs of
the churches: (fee Aéts-xv.) If Paul, Barnabas, and others,
therefore, were deputed by their brethren of the church at
Antioch to affociate with the Apofti=s and Elders of Jeru-
falem ; how much more will the propriety and neceflity of
fuch meetings appear to us, who do not enjoy their powers ?
« The churches, let it be here obferved, were entirely in-
dependent. 'They fubmitted to no foreign jurifdiction. And
though the churches founded by the apoftles had this parti-
cular deference paid to them, that they were confulted in dif-
ficult and doubtful cafes; yet they had no judicial authority,
no fort of fupremacy over the others, nor the leaft right to
ena& laws for them: nothing, on the contrary, is more
evident than the perfet equality that reigned among the
primitive churches, nor does there even appear in the firft
century, the fmalleft trace of that Affeciation of Provincial
Aflemblies, from which Councils and Metropolitans derive
their origin. It was only in the fecond century that the
cuftom of holding councils commenced in Greece, from
whence it foon fpread through the other provinces *.”

During a great part of the 2d century, the churches of
Chrift had no other bond of union than that of Love.
« Each Affembly was a little ftate, governed by its own
laws, which were either enacted or approved by the Society.
But in procefs of time, all the Chriftian churches of a pro-
vince were formed into one large eccicfiaftical body, which
like confederate ftates, affembled at certain times, in order to
deliberate about the common interefts of the whole. Among
the Greceks, this confederacy of ftates was very common.
Their Affemblies were compofed of the Deputies from each
refpective flate. But thefe ecclefiaftical Afiociations were
not long confined to the Grecks; their great utility was no
fooner perceived, than they became univerfal, and were
formed in all places where the Gotpel had been planted.  To
thefe Affemblies, in which the Deputies, or Commifiicners
of feveral churches, confulted together, the name of Synods
was appropriated by the Greeks, and that of Councils by the
Latins; and the laws that were enacted in thefe general
meetings were called canons, i. e. rulest .

It 1s a falt, however, which ought not to be concealed,
that, great as the utility of thele Affemblics was, both to
the minifters and their refpeltive churches, they became a
tource of evil to both, by the abufe of them. The deputies

* Motheim’s Ecclef. Hift, vol, i. new edit. by Maclaine, p. 157.
+ Ibid. p. 147, 148

affumed
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aflumed dominion, and the privileges of the people were in-
fringed. They foon commenced Lawgivers: and the peo-
ple had nothing to do but obey. The Prefidents exalted
themfelves into Archbithops, and exercifed their authority,
not only over the Laity, but likewife over the Minifters
themfelves. 'This laid the foundation for the Hierarchy of
the Church of Rome; and it is too well known, how af-
fiduous fucceflive buiiders have been to heighten and ag-
grandize this ftately edifice.

From this view of their origin and effe&ts, fome of our
brethren may be inclined to condemn our annual Aflociations.
They will, however, grant, that the abufe of any thing is
not a {ufficient plea for its reje¢tion. We ought to examine
whether what we plead for be good in itfelf, if properly con-
ducted; and if it ‘be, to purfue it with zeal, and beware of
the abufes,

We think it will admit of no difpute that Reprefentative
Affemblies are almoft effential to the perpetuity of any caufe
whatever: at leaft, that they have very great influence on
the profperity of fuch caufe. Can it be imagined, that the
people called Quakers, would ever have acquired fuch im-
portance as a diftinct fociety, had every one of their affem-
blies been totally unconnected with the reft, or had the
neglected that friendly intercourfe they flill carry on wit
almoft every fociety in the world? Can we believe that Me-
thodifm would ever have fpread fo univerfally, had Mr.
Waefley and his preachers never affociated? Is it not evident
that the people called Prefbyterians, have in many parts of
this nation declined, and their intereft almoft been loft, where
they have been unconneted with other churches of the fame
defcription? Is it not a glaring fact, that among the old
General Baptifts, their caufe in many places was nearly ex=
tinct, through the inattention of their Minifters, and others
to thefe meafures?! And, we may add, that much of the
fuccefs of the ntw connexion of General Baptifts, is owing
to the jove and zeal of their minifters and members, and
their frequent conferences with each other,

As we conccive the above remarks carry their own evi
dence with them, fo we think you will permit us further to
urge the importance of attending thefe meetings with alj
pofiible diligence.

Haying pointed out the utility of aflociate bodies in
general, we beg leave to remind you of their importance in
the propagation of religion.

1. You cannot be ignorant, Brethren, that the ftate of
mankind is very deplorable, till improved by the Gofpel,

ND 4 ’ Yeou
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You lament, with us, that fo many are yet under the in-
fluence of fin, are ftrangers to peace, eneciiies to God,
expofed to the miferies of hell, and alas! are yet ig-
norant of it. You know, it is an arduous talk, ¢“ to turn
them from darknefs to light, and from the¢ power of Satan
unto God.” The feeble efforts of an individual are not
likely to accomplifh much. We all need afliftance by in-
.{’trué{ion, by example ; by ¢ mutual cemmunication of our
idfficulties, or efcapes, and our failures. And moft of us,
by mutual intercourfe, may be able to contribute a confi-
derable fhare toward the more effeCtual propagation of the
gofpel. And, O how happy fhall we be; if by our united,
though feeble endeavours, accompanied with the blefling of
God, the mifery of any of our fellow creatures is prevent-
ed, and their happinefs fecured ! If men affociate for the
purpofe of improving the Arts, and adding to the ftock of
temporal knowledge and happinefs ; how much more impor-
tant to unite in promoting the higheft knowledge of which
the human mind is capable, and which will iffue in the
everlafting felicity of all thofe who poffefs and improve 1t.

2. Befides our common appellation as Chriftians, and the
importance of aflociating to promote one common caufe, we
have our peculiar vzews of Chriftianity, in its dotrines and
in its practices; and which we think it is our duty to
promote, And thongh fome may be inclined to think thefe
peculiarities of very trifiing confequence, yet there are
few perfons who do not confider their particulai opinions of
Jome, though not of the greateft, importance. Now, as the
world is thus conftituted, that we do not think with unifor-
mity in religion, any more than in any branch of fcience ; it
feems wifely ordered of Providence, that men are difpofed
to parcel themfelves out into various religious Communities.
Let each good man then enjoy his own birthright unmoleft-
ed, and let all the children of God, that can affimilate with
others, ufe their beft efforts to maintain their own hypothe-
fis, “till we all come, in the unity of the faith, and of the
« knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfet man, untp
¢ the meafure of the ftature of the fullnefs of Chrift.” Eph.
iv. 13.

3. Were we not to aflemble, in fome fuch form as this, it
would not be pofiible to obtain that knowledge we now do, of
the ftate of the feveral churches which enter into our views of
religion, and confequently could not ejther give or receive
the afiftance required: and in many inftances many of our
churches would not only decay, and our particular intereft
Suffer, it would materially injure the general caufe of reli-
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on. We therefore ftrongly recommend it to our brethren
to be more zezalous in their future attendance, that a more
general knowledge may be obtained, and a more extenfive
good be effected.

4. It will not be improper to remind our brethren,, that
as Minifters of the Golpel, and Reprefentatives of the church-
es, we experience mutual benefit, as well as pleafure, in thefe
annual, interviews. We feel our hearts warmed afreth with
love and zeal; we find our hands ftrengthened, notwith-
ftanding our many difcoumgements; and we can the more
joyfully anticipate the day, when we fhall meet the General
Affembly and Church of the firft-born, in Heaven.

5. You will permit us to remonftrate againft the too com-
mon praltice of fending letters inftead of reprefentatives.
For though letters may exprefs the ftate of the churches
that fend them; yet thefe churches deprive the reft of the
benefit which would be dzrived by the prefence, the argu-
ments, and the votes of their reprefentatives: and thus the
few who do the bufinefs, frequently incur the cenfure which
belongs to thofe who are abfent. This is extremely difcou-
raging to thofe who labour moft in the caufe, and cannot
fail in the iffue of being highly prejudicial to the whole con-
nexion.

6. It frequently happens, that in fome of our churches
there are young men raifed up, who feem to poflefs talents
for ufefulne(s in the miniftry, and whofe abilities would in a
meafure be loft, becaufe the fociety to which they belong
do not need their labours, and therefore do not afford them
fufficient encouragement. Now, by our Affociations, thefe
men become known to other churches, who want their
afliftance ; and they, in due time, are inviced to exercife
their abilities with comiort to themfelves, and to the fatds-
faction and lafting advantage of many who hear them.

7. It is well known alio, how much our churches have
aflifted each other in their fecular concerns., Many places
of worfhip have been ere&ted in various parts of the kingdom,
and which could never have bzen built, had it not been
through the intercourfe eftablithed by thefe annual meetings.
Many poor and afflited Minifters have been fupplied;
many expenfive law-fuits bave been eafed to churches and
individuals ; and many public benefactions have been ren-
dered eminently ufeful :—which ina great degree muft be
attributed to the fame caufe.

It may be objelted, as has often been the cafe, that the
Aflociations are attended with a heavy expence to the
churches : And this is indeed with many diftant poor Societies,

an
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an objettion of a ferious nature. But we beg leave, Bre-
thren, to offer a few confiderations, which we think will, in
a meafure, remove it.

1. There cannot be the lcaft doubt that the connexion at
large, 1s well able to fupport whatever expence is incurred
by the aflociation, even though it were much heavier than
it is: and therefore if 2 plan could be adopted for confoli-
dating and equalizing the expences, in proportion to the a-
bility of each church, their diftance from the centre, &c.
the expences would not, to fome churches be near fo formi-
dable ; and. though fome others would have a heavier bur-
then, yet they being better able to bear it, would in fuch
a cafe difcharge an important duty of benevolence towards
their weak and neceffitous brethren.

2. Befides this, a plan is now adopted for the more equal
diftribution of travelling, &c. by laying out the churches in
proper diftrilts, and fixing the aflociation, as well as cir-
cumftances will allow, to fuit the conveniency of the feveral
churches in connexion.

3. Further, we conceive that there is not fo much reafon
to complain of the expence, when it is confidered that the
churches choofe their own reprefentatives, and no doubt
fuch on whom they can depend for ceconomy ; and who them-
{elves certainly fuffer the greateft inconveniency, though
their expences be paid, by the lofs of their time, the negle&
of their bufinefs, and damage to their cloaths,

Finally. We cannot take our leave, without earneftly
intreating our Brethren to reflect on the preceding arguments
—of the neceffity and utility of dffociate Bodies in general. For
the fuperior importance of religion—the promotion of our
diftin&t ‘intereft, and the welfare of our churches in general,
as well as the pleafing profpeét of doing univerfal good,
which may, and will extend, even to future generations—we
exhort you ferioufly to regard the advice we have ventured
to givee. We claim no authority over you, and have no
purpofes to ferve, but your ufefulnefs and happinefs, and the
glory of God—If you were to retrench your unneceflary
difburfements, and eftablith a fund for the purpofe, the end
might be eafily gained, and we truft you would reap advan-
tages. fufiicient to requite all your labour, and abundantly
compenfate all the expences.

DAN TAYLOR, Chairman,

%Y B, POLLARD, Moderator,
W. BURGESS.

Signed in behalf of
the Aflociation,
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