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PRETYTACE

H E favourable reception which

Death, a Vifion, has met with by
the more pious and thoughtful ; and the
frequent accounts I have had of its ufe-
fulnefs, efpecially to the weary and heavy
laden Chriftian, have induced me to en-
deavour to make it, as much as poflible,
ftill more acceptable, and to printitina
more {uitable form for a family book or a
pocket companion, as well as greatly to
enlarge upoen feveral circumiftances therein
related,

Tue fubjett is of the higheft impor-
tance 3 Death cafts the dye, and unaltera-
bly fixes, for ever fixes our exiftence, el-
ther in a ftate of the purelt holinefs and
confummate felicity, or in the blackeft
horror, and moft aggravated torments, in
the howling regions of infamy and defpair.
It is of univerial concern: all are equally
interefted in ity for < all muft die> This
point admits of ho controverfy ; nor can

Az any
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any man appeal from the awful decifion.
We may in other things, perhaps allowa-
bly differ ; but here our judgment muft be
unanimous, whillt we vifit the tombs of
our anceftors, and daily tread upon duft
once inhabited by immortal fpirits. 2our
fatbers, where are they 2 The prophets, do
they live for ever 2 Burying places difcover
graves of every dimenfion, from the infant
of a fpan to the fwain of talleft ftature.
The hoary head, though frequently un-
noticed, proclaxms aloud the fwift approach
of Death to venerable age, ripening for
the grave by a feries of bodily infirmities.
The young in years; the bloom of youth,
and ftrength ot manhood, in this unequal
war can make no greater refiftance than
tottering weaknefs. Almoft every day pro-
duceth frefth teftimony that youth is by
no means an infurance from Death; nor
robuft and brawny limbs a fecurity from
the grave. The greateft monarch comes
down here to a perfect equality with the
bafeft beggar; and the moft delicate epi-
curean ranks only with the menial drudge
or fcullion in the kitchen. Neither robes
of the fineft lawn, nor crowns of the pu.
reft gold, have power to exempt their
wearers from the pains and horrors of a
gloomy Death-bed, and its inevitable con-

{equences.
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fequences. How awful this confideration
“ God kath appoinied that all men once fhall
die 2 Muft it not affe& the mind to think
of entering into an unknown flate of exift-
ence ! A ftate, of which nothing can in
this life be learned but from the word of
revelation, And is it not ftill more aw-
ful to fee, that notwithftanding the abfo-
lute certainty, and the vaft importance of
Death, the far greateft part of mankind
pay llttle or no rcgard to its dread {olem-
nity ? Men in general will be more curious
and exa in their enquiries after, even the
moft trifling commodity they purchafe,
than about the moft fuitable preparation
for Death. If a tradefman is about pur-
chafing ary valuable article, how diligent
is he to guard againft impofition ? If a
gentleman purchafeth an eftate, how in-
quxﬁtwc is he after its real value, and with
what accuracy does he examine the validity
of his title: notwithftanding he is to hold
it, as it were, only by the hour, or rather
by the moment.

STrANGE it is, but it is true as ftrange,
that the bulk of mankind will take no-
thing upon truft, except their everlafting
concerns. O reader if thou art one of
this thoughtlefs herd, allow me to tell

Aj thee,
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thee, that thou haft a terrible death bed,
at leaft a tervible death before thee, which
will overtake thee and will not fpare thee
ene moment, becaufe of thine unprepared-
nefs, No; 1f thou remaineft thoughtlefs,
thou remainelt alfo without excufe; thou
haft had, thou ftill haft monitors enow.
The pafling bell, whote doleful {found daily
falutes thine ear calls thee to remember
thy mor tdllty 5 every newipaper that thou
readeft by the accounts of Death in it, bids
thee look forward to another world; yea
every pain, every fymptom of difeafe Tum-
moneth thee to prepare for thy Jong home,
Let no man therefore fay, *“ he Tad no
warning of his mor tahty,” feeing almoft
every thing in nature, if duly attended
to, proclaims it to thee. Yetman, thought-
lefs man, goes on ynder a vain fhew,
and fecurely purfues earthly cobjects with
as much affiduity as if Death had in
reality no exiftence; and if there was
not an awful hereafter confequent upon
diffolution.

Give me leave to deal plainly with
thee, for once, my reader, for God thy
judge, will one day, and that perhaps

very foon be plain; juftly and ftrictly C)é;
ll
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alt with thee, and with every one; will
call thee to a fevere account for the
thoughtleflnefs of thy ways, yea and vifit
upon thee, the {ad effets of thine own ine
confideration, Tremendous mult that au-
dit be which is unthought of, and for
which thou art unprovided ; like that man
without the wedding garment, the finner
fhall remain {peechlefs.

Trov prefleft hard after the perifhing
riches of this world, fometimes fuccefs-
fully, but frequently difappointed. And
what if thou couldeft amafs the wealth of
the whole nation to thyfelf, fo that all
thy mites fhould increafe to talents, alas!
what would this profit, if thy foul is yet
a ftranger to that religion which is the
only preparative for an happy diffolution ?
A bed of ftaze will not deter the ap-
proach of rude and uncivil difeafe, nor
will embroidered curtains repel the fhaft
of Death ; the filver canopy over thy face
will not infpire thee with one ray of hope
to preferve thee from drooping on the
{)rofpeét of lofing thine all. Couldft thou
ecave as many millions as thou doft
pounds to furviving heirs or to charita-
ble ufes, it would not in the leaft open
upon thy heart the pleafing profpet of

A s divine
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divine felicity ; nor bribe the fangs of hell
from feizing thy defpairing {pirit; would
not even purchafe thee a more tolerable
ftation in the manfions of the damned, or
one moment’s refpite from thine- unuttera-
able woe, Vain and infignificant wealth,
can only comfort in health and profperity,
but boafteth not the power of relieving
whenin the greateft neceflity. Yet how
many damn themfelves by preferring thee,
O delufive wealth, to Jefus and his falva-
tion ? O God, open the eyes of blind and
thoughtlefs man, that he may be wife to

confider his latter end.

ARrT thou a man of pleafure, and is
thine heart in public places of refort ?
How unworthy then the name of man?
How much more excellent are the brutal
ranks, which fo faithfully anfwer the fe-
veral ends of their exiftence ? The very
beafts that draw thee to routs and affem-
blies, and ferve to promote thine unmanly
diffipation, will bring in their {everal ac-
cufations, and all thine enjoyments will be
fwift witnefles againft thee. Go on in thy
life of feftivity, let every day be a renewed
carnival, and every returning evening pro-
duce fome new, fome more pleafing revel
than the former ; fhut out from thine im-

picus
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pious heart all thoughts of God, of reli-
gion, and holmeis, yet know, whoever
thou art, that thou fhalt die, and God
will bring thee to an account for every
moment of time he has allotted thee, and
every mercy he has conferred upon thee.
If thou liveft without God in time, thou
fhalt alfo die without him, and be banifthed
from him to eternity.

‘WrEeN difeafe thall feize thee, and Death
prefents his envenomed arrow at thy heart,
order thou thy couch to be carried to
Vauxhall, Corneilly’s, the Pantheon, or
fome other haunt of pleafure, and try if
thou canft die with more compofure a-
mongft the thouts of madnefs, and the
burfts of foolith laughter. Yea, fhroud
thee in a mafk and thou thalt fee, chat
Death commiffioned thall not mifs his aim,
but amongft the giddy croud will felect
his deftined vi&tim, and as foon difpatch
thee at the Haymarket or Covent Garden
as if fecluded in the lonely defart.  Shake
off all reftraints of decorum, caft the ad-
monitions of realon behihd thee, ceafe
from refleCtion, and become the perfelt
brute, yet fhalt thou find thar Death will
prefent objects to thee which fhall demapd

As thy
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thy atrention, and bring thee to thyfelf
again; for thou canft not fly from his
ftrict refearches.

But what thall we do fecing Death is
inevitable ? Do ! Shake off the fenfual
byute, and return to the exercife of rea-
fon.  Remember that ycu are endued
with intellects capable of refleftion ; that
although, you fhould live brutal lives, you
thall not have the privilege of dying like
them, but muft make your appearance
before the eternal God, undergo the f{cru-
tiny of infinite holinefs, and be judged
according to the deeds done in the body,
whether they have been good or evil. If
thou never bowedft thy knee to the God
thar made thee, do it now, and beg of
bhim to teach thee to a&t becoming a ra-
tional being, accountable to thy Maker
tor all thy prccedure. Seek his will in the
volume of Revelation, fo fhalt thou be
taught that withour holinels no man fhall
fee the Lord, and that there is no holinefs
but what arifeth from a being born again.
Therefore ye mutt be born again, in order
to die happy and live for ever blefled —
Let whoever pleafes laugh at the propofi-
tion, their impious fneers will yicld to

thee
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thee no manner of excufe, when God
thall demand thy fpirit. I therefore take
my leave of the thoughtle(s reader by
leaving this memenzo with him, ¢ Re-
member, O man, that thow muf and fbalt
die.” ‘

Suart I now beg leave to addrefs
you whom God has made fenfible of the
neceflity of a Saviour, and of the awful
importance of an ever-during exiftence.—
Great are your privileges | and great your
obligations.  From Death you have no-
thing to fear; come when it will, it muft
come to you in a friendly manner; for it
thall go well with them that fear the Lord.
Mark, take particular notice of that man,
whofe ways are perfeft, whofe heart is fin-
cere, and earneftly thirfts after, and ftrives
to attain that pleafing conformity to the
divine will from which our firft father fell
by tanfgreffion; bebold the upright, who
is the fame in his family or cl fet, that you
fee him in the church aflembly.  The end,
the Death and Death bed of that man, is
peace, and holy ferenity and calm compo-
fure, which neither earth nor hell can
difturb. This peace which accompanies.
the latter end of the Chriftian, is the

peace
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peace of God, by him beftowed and by
him maintained, and centers in the enjoy-
ment of his facred prefence, and is fuch a
peace as never yet filled the bofom of an
unconverted finner, and therefore ablolute-
ly beyond the comprehenfion of unafhifted
reafon, Life may be gloomy whiift in the
tabernacle. The way may be rugged and
the path uneven, fo that the weary pil-
grim may come haliing to his end; but
that thall crown the work, and the peace-
ful end fhall eradicate every fenfation of
former pain, {o that your troubles fhall be
remembred only as waters that have paf-
fed away ; and all before you will be plea-
fing and delightful. A few days of ad-
verfity will give place to an eternity of
pleafure ; an ecternity of undecaying com-
fort being for ever behind and flill to be
enjoyed. In all your affhi&ions with which
an all wife God fees meet to exercife you,
1t will be for your confolation to bear their
promifed end in view. Even in this life
they fhall bring forth in you the peaceable
fruits of righteoufnefs, whilft they are
working out for you, according to the beau-
tiful language of inipiration “ A far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

What
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Wheaart a beautiful climax; whatan af-
cent of blefling is here, {pringing from a
fource fo unpromifing ? Thar affliCtions
which burden us whilft in this tabernacle
fhould be called light, may to inexperience
appear fomething ftrange; yet light they
are in comparifon of the weight of judg-
ment due unto {ins demerit; light in com-
parifon of the unipeakable forrows actu-
ally fuftained by our adorable Lord and
Saviour; and light in comparifon of that
vaft weight of glory, which God, our al-
mighty Father, takes occafion by them to
work out in our behalf. Nor is it lefs
ftrange to hear our affli¢tion, which fre-
quently attends us from the cradle to the
tomb reprefented but as for a moment:
Yet when compared with that perpetual
felicity fo faft approaching, lire, though
drawn out to the days of Mcthufelsh, finks
into nothing. Yet even this light afflic-
tion, which is but for a moment, fhall
work for us a far—more—cxceeding—and
eternal weight of glory. Here is a weight
of glory inftead of light aflictions—a great
weight of glory—a greater weight of glory
—a far greater weight of glory ; far greater
than we can atk or think of, or inany
ways deferve—a far more greater weight of
glory, than could ever have been attained

by
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by the moft perfect legal obedience——a far
more exceeding greater weight of glory—and
to crown all—a far more exceeding greater
eternal weight of glory. To fet forth the
iffiue of the faints afflittions, this efegant
apoftle has exhaufted the power of lan-
guage. Further he could not go ; eternity
mutft difcover the reft. Let patience then
have its perfcét work, and let content-
ment be the object of your purfuit; it is
no matter what bitter ingredients are
mingled in your cup; itis the preicrip-
tion of infinite wifdom ard therefore muft
be falutary.

But Death is awful ; you know not how
to bear the thoughts of dying. Why
fhould the weary have any objedtion to
laying him down to reft; or the hungry
beggar to his entering into the banqueting
houfe. Death is indeed a dark, and gloomy
porch, but it is the gate of thy Father’s
houfe ; and will not the loving, the long-
ing child venture through a few moments
gloom in order to get at the dear embrace
of a father fo loving and compaffionate.—
You muft pafs the gate, in order to enter
the manfion that fo long has waited your

arrival ; and your Lord, your bleffed friend
and
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and fore-runner hath taken care to re-
move out of the way every thing noxious
and finally hurtful; he fhall vouchfafe
his amiable and lovely prefence in the
mount of ftraits and valley of thy fears;
and fhall make thy Death perfettly fafe
and falutary, perhaps even defirable and
ealy. To the faint of God, for the moft
part the bitternefs of Death is paft before
Death itfelf arrives, fo that upon its arri-
val he does not find it to be that terrible,
and tremendous thing to die which he once
apprehended. O my God, vouchfafe me
thy fenfible prefence in my laft hours, then
fhall I efteem my Death an 1neﬁ1mable be-
nefit, and my laft hours the moft precious
of my temporal life, and even with my
dying breath I will magnify the precious
name of Jefus my beloved.

OncE more, let me recommend it to you,
as you wifh to live honourably and to die
1n comfort, to cultivate thele tempers and
principles that are likely to have your ap-
probation on a Death-bed. I am either
grearly miftaken in refpect to the nature of
Chrittianity, or fome people of eminent
rank in the church of Chrilt mult uader-
go a very great revolution in the temper

and



xvi PREFACE.

and difpofition of their minds, before they
are likely to have a comfortable Death: an
angry, a revengeful, an implacable temper
very 11l agrees with the genius of the gof-
el difpenfation, and with our charater as
followers of the meek and lowly Jefus,
who, with his dying breath cried out ¢ Fa-
ther forgive them for they know not what
they do.” Let this ever be remembred,
that it is not a well informed head, and
clear knowledge of gofpel truth which can
either diffufe peace through the heart, or
imprint the image of Jefus upon the foul,
if a fanétified heart, if heavenly tempers
and difpofitions of mind are wanting. The
one may indeed give you the name, but
it is the other that gives you the nature of
a Chriftian, It has been a melancholy ob-
fervation, in which I am afraid there is
but too much juflice, that fome profeffors
moft eminent for gofpel knowlcdoe, are
moft remarkably deficient in recard to the
{pirit of Chriftianity, and think indeed that
they ought to behave ill to thofe who are
lefs clear in their do&rinal fentiments, or
have the unhappinefs to differ from them
in fome favourite article. But what an
unfavourable idea is this likely to give in-
fidels of, even the gofpel itfelf, as they are
glad
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glad to lay hold of every blemifh in the
Chriftian charalter, and to charge the blef~
fed gofpel with the defects of its abettors,
I freely confefs, that if I had not been
favoured with fome acquaintance with the
nature, power, and fpirit of the gofpel
myfelf, what I have feen of the {pirit and
conduét of profeflors, muft unavoidably
have fixed on my heart an indelible dif-
guft againft revealed religion in general :
therefore it is ealy to account for the un-
happy increafe of Deifts and Free-thinkers,
fo obfervable in Britain at this period.—
There is fuch a thing as faying without
doing ; as defending the truths of the gof-
pel in word, and denying them in the {pi-
rit of our whole conduét; ought not then
every lover of gofpel truth to look well
to his {pirit and converfation, left he thould
effeCtually injure that blefled gofpel which
he defires to promote, and which alone can
yield him peace, and compofure in his dy-
Ing moments.

THeRE is no way {o likely to foften the
tempers, and regulate the paflions of man,
as to cultivate an acquaintance with Death-
bed folemnities, and ftrive to keep an ap-
proaching eternity in view. It is onlyin

proportion
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proportion to this, that we can either think
or aét becoming the Chriftian. This habit
of mind, converfant with eternity has many
peculiar advantages conneéted with 1t, and
is of the greateft uulity in the religious
life: fuch as making affliCtions, which
otherwife would feem long and fevere, to
appear what they really are, but light and
momentary ; naturally leads us into fuch
an acquaintance with our own perfonal
weaknefs, that we can bear with the weak-
nefles of others, and exercife tforbearance
even to our greateft enemies; makes the
honour of religion, the peace and tran-
quility of the church, and the fpread of
the Redeemer’s glory the firft objects of our
purfuit; in comparifon of which all other
concerns will feem but light and trivial.
Befides that familiar acquaintance with it
which in the iffue fhall make Death itfelf
defireable and eafy; which is rarely the
cafe with thofe, who are but little given to
bear in mind the folemnities of their diffo-
lution. The pilgrim cannot forget his na-
tive country, nor the exile the houfe of
his fathers 3 how then can it be that the
Chriftian under the exercife of grace fhall
forget the land of his inheritance ?

The
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True following lLittle tralt was written
within the immediate views of Death, and
when eternity made very awful impreffions
on the heart of the author. The mode of
it was chofen with a view to make it more
entertaining, whilft it conveyed the necef-
fary inftruction to the mind. The fub-
ftance of it notwithftanding i1s taken from
faés, which have fallen under his own ob-
fervation, and it is hoped that through the
divine bleflings the traths conveyed in it,
will produce their evidence in the believ-
ing heart, I truft I can fay that I am
thankful for the accounts I have had of its
ufefulnefs, and blefs God that any feeble
attempt of mine fhould be owned to his
people’s edification. I bave taken frefh
pains in preparing this fourth edition for
the prefs, and am perfuaded that it comes
now abroad under greater advantages than
in former editions. What alterations I
have made, are fuch as feemed to me cal-
culated to promote its ufefulnefs, and
make it more agreeable to the ferious rea-
der. I have only to add, that I beg my
reader to impute the plainnefs of fpeech 1
have ufed in the preface, to a warm defire
of feeing the true {pirit of religion prevail
amongft profeffors, and to be ufeful to the
fouls of my fellow finners.

Now
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Now that the holy Ghoft may attend the

reading of Death, a Vifion, with his fpecial
influence; that it may anfwer the end for
which it is now again fent into the world

is, and I truft thall be the author’s prayer.
Amen,

DEATH,
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PART L

T was about twelve months ago that
my mind, as is but too frequent with
me, void of ftability, rambled from

one theme to another, and, for a confider-
able time, centinued its vagary to that de-
gree, that I found myfelf utterly incapable
of fixing my attention on any fubject that
prefented itfelf, however interefting and im-
portant it might feem. At laft an awful

B fubjett,
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fubject, DraTa—all conquering DeaTh !
prefented itlelf to me, and that not in a
very defirable manner, but in all the de-
formities of an implacable enemy to na-
ture. This unwelcome, though important
vifitant, ingrofled my attention in fuch
a manner, that for a fortnight’s fpace I
maintained an almoft conftant intercourfe
with that awful produéion of Sin;—
throughout the whole length of the day,
whether I was in the clofet, at the table,
or taking a turn on the flowery banks of
Severn, my friendly neighbour, I was
always employed in viewing the features
of his awful countenance; marking, as
well as I could, the proportion of his
parts, and duly obferving his formidable
retinue, It was thus I employed myiclf,
whilft the chearful (un illumined our hori-
zon, and nature rejoiced in his genial rays:
nor was I lefs intent on the awful fubject,
when filent night {pread her fable curtains
over the kingdom, and invited the labourer
to refrefhing reft: for either my eyes re-
fifted the leaden influence of fleep, or the
vifiting flumber brought the thoughts of
Deatu along with it.  One particular in-
ftance of my nocturnal converfation with

that
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that univerfal pillager, I efteem not un-
worthy of a public hearing, therefore fhall
do myfelf the pleafure of 1clatmg it.

It happened, one night, after I had
been deeply ruminating through the day,
on that awful fubje&, that when I was in
bed I could not compofe myfelf for feveral
heurs to reft, but numbered the clock
from eleven tiil two, fo deep was the im-
preflion which the exercife of the day had
left upon my mind. Then it was that I
felt the power of an alarmed imagination 3
for in one ftrain of thought I fancied I
beheld the dreaded monfter approaching
me with his opened commiffion in one
hand, and a refiftlefs dart in the other,
with which he intended piercing my re-
lu&ant heart, and the hated grave clofe at
his heels, yawning with eager defire for a
prey. The man who knows the extent of
his own fortitude, and the prowefs of
nature’s arm, will not brand me with
cowardice, though I tell him, that fuch
a ftriking dxfcoverv made my timorous na-
ture ﬂmnk and turn its back on the in-
flexible enemy :

Ba Hard
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Haord wwork, alas! to join the fray with death,
Ublefs defended from bis balcful fling.

At another time I fancied, I faw the tyrant
in the form of a dragon, wreathing his tre-
mendous bulk beneath the feet of a glo-
rious perfonage, who bore five ever flow-
ing wounds, which he received on the day,
that haughty DeaTrimagined the heavenly
country was added to his earthly domi-
nions. Indeed well might the infatiable ty-
rant conceive{uch aprefumptuous thought,
feeing, f{trange as it may feem, the Lord,
the fountain of life himfelf, had fallen
into his hands, nor did the regardlefs mon.
fter pay the leaft deference to his immacu-
fate perfon. But well for man it was, that
as the Saviour fell, he feized the king of
terrors in his moft hideous form, and
wrenched from him the fatal fting, the
{ad repofitory of all his ftrength, and dif-
abled him of the leaft hurttulnefs to the
chofen race. This holy Conqueror, for
reafons known to himfelf, and profitable
to us, was pleafed to vifit the dwellings
of the dead, and, for a feafon, fubmitted
himfelf to the arreft of Dearu. Burt the

third bleft morning come, he fhook the
duft
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duft from him, burft the barriers of the
tomb, forfook the confines of DeatH, and
in holy triumph held forth the poifonous
fting, and faid, I have overcome death,
and bim that bad the power of death, When
I was indulged with this mental vifion, I
thought that emboldened nature colleéted
its force, and advanced to gaze on the ex-
piring monfter. O! thoughtI, if I could
always view that cruel adverfary in his
ftinglels condition, fprawling at the feet of
his wonderful conqueror, 1 could meet him
with as litele fear, as a child would {port
himfelf with a harmlefs lamb. Butalas!
I often look forward with fear, and fome-
times with horror to that momentous pe-
riod that fhall fix, forever fix my ftate of
exiftence, in an unalterable ftation of zweal
or woe, 'To be incapable of difcerning
any thing alluring in life, any thing at-
tractive in this world, and yet to dread a
departure from it; to have no fatisfying
dilcovery made of that world of fpirits
where Immanuel reigns in triumph, nor
of the fafety of the paffage from earth
to heaven, how difmal the cafe! How
gloomy ! How threatning the profpet!
As I was meditating on thefe awful fub-

B3 Jedts,,



6 DEAT H: Part L.
jelts, gentle flumber feized me with its
lolling charms, and foon wafted me into
the arms of downy fleep, where I lay the
reft of the night ina&ive in body, Dratsa
having imprinted his image upon me.

In the mean while, the more vigilant
mind, after her ufual manner, rambled
abroad throughunmeafured fpace. Mount-
ed on agil fancy, fhe foon explored the
vaft meridian from pole to pole; then
changing her courfe, fhe winged her fight
acrofs the countries, from the eaftern depth
to the occidental fhore, and in its rapid
journey my fruitful fancy lined out a nu-
merous train of vifionary objefts; fo that
now, I had work enough cut out for the
refidue of the night, in turning over thefe
phantoms of the mind.

I prEaMED, that in one place I beheld
the moft beautiful garden that ever I had
feen, reprefented by any type or print
whatfoever, and which I prefume could
be equalled only by Eden in its original
beauty. In the midft of this delightful
garden arofe a fountain, not of water, but
of a flimy fubftance, bearing fomething

of
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of the refemblance of boiling pitch. I
thought that the fountain flowed apace,
and fent forth innumerable ftreams to
every quarter of the globe, in {uch plenty,
that it diffufed 1tfelf abroad through every
corner of the land, infomuch that every
inhabitant was lefs or more bedaubed with
the polluting matter. Gentlemen in {car-
let and lace, ladies adorned with filver and
oold brocades, I beheld fmeared with the
filth of the fountain: from the high pof-
feffor of the royal chair, down to the de-
fpifed Lazar, all were polluted, though
many of them perceived not the ftain,
Many of thofe ftreams joining in one, com-
pofed a river of a prodigious force, which
pafied through a fpacious plain, and mul-
titudes of people of both fexes, high and
low, rich and poor, of all denominations
and perfuafions, young and old, I faw rol-
ling in the filthinefs of the ftream. Some
{fwimming, others wading; fome fafter,
others flower down the noifome channel s
fome fipping, others lapping the foam of
the unnatural billows, but all going along
with the ftream, which I perceived difem-
bogued itfelf on the other fide of this
world, in a lake which burneth with fire
B4 and
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and brimitone, where the worm dieth not,
and where the fire 1s not quenched.

In another place I faw an infinite num-
ber of people, old and young, rich and
poor, fome decked with ornamental em-
breideries, rich brocades, delightful da-~
mafks, &c. others bardly covered with de-
forming rags; fome with their coaches,
lindaus, &c. attended with a numerous
retinue; fome on horfeback following a
pack of hounds, others running on foot,
but all purfuing the fame chace. This
promifcuous body, as I thought, formed
itfelf into a circle of a wide diameter,
around the mouth of a dreadful volcano.
Every member of the mixed multitude
held an uninterrupted purfuit around che
ring.  Thofe who road in coaches, cha-
riots, and landaus went foremoft in the
mad proceflion; thofe who firode the mar-
tial horfe were next unto them ; and the
poorer fort, who tramped on foot, hied
after as faft as they could. When I be-
held the ardour of the croud, I could nor
help admiring what valuable prize it might
be, which prompted them to run with

fuch alacrity, and that even within the
views
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views of danger; till at length T efpied
what are commonly called the pleafures of
the fleth, transformed into immaterial but-
terflies, a cloud of which cut their uneven
flight around the above-named circle, and
danced as wanzons within a very {mall di-
ftance of the firft rank of the purfuers; and
many of them, as rtraggling flies, mixed
themiclves with the various ranks of the
fag-end of the multitude ; and all the
croud, as I thought, were intent on catch~
ing the giddy flies, ever hoping and ever
difappointed.

Somrrimes the purfuers got within arms-
length of the leading flies, then they
fnatched with eager grafp, nothing doubr-
ing but the long-foughit prize at laft was
won. But, O the power of deceit! as
foon as the enthufialt opened his hand, he
faw with grief that the fly had eluded his
diligence, however often it fluttered near
him.  Thus difappointed, they doubled
their efforts, and increafed their fpeed, in
order to accomplith the, defired end; but
this, notwithitanding all their endeavours,
1 perceived to be impracticable; for al-
though the butterflies always kept in view,

B fo
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fo fubtle were they, they never could be
caught ; and yet fo alluring was their mazy
dance, that the mad purfuers, prompted
with hope of attaining, could not be pre-
vailed with to defert the chace, although
at every turn one or more of the company
fell into the pit, from whence there is no
redemption,  But as the volcano 1n the
center received thofe whole race was run,
others from the outfide joined the ranks,
and filled up the place of the perfons loft.
And thus it was at every turn, for they were
always drawing nearer and nearer to the
pit, and thus they continued as long as 1

beheld them.

In a third place, I faw in a {pacious
field, a proedigious number of people,
moftly old, or middle-aged, extremely buly,
and working upon their hands and knees,
for whom I was touched with the tendereft
emotions of pity, looking upon them to
be in a ftate of the moft abject flavery,
but could not for a time comprehend the
nature of their fervitude, being altogether
unacquainted with fo ftrange a fort of
labour. Their ations feemed much to re-
femble thofe of a mole, for their hands and

feet,
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feet, and every other organ, were clofely em-
ploved, but their beads, their plodding beads,
were principally concerned in the work ;
and what before I took to be fuch fervile
drudgery, I foon learned to be their chief,
if not their only pleafure. O ! with what
alacrity did they rout with their heads,
mole-like, in the earth, in queft of fome-
what, but what it was T could not at firft
comprehend, till after lending a clofe at-
tention for fome time to their motions, I
perceived them to pick up certain particles
of yellow duft, with fomewhat of a brilliant
olofs ; which, as foon as found, they kif-
fed and hid in a cavern very near the heart.
Many of thofe diligent gentry I faw fall
proftrate before the refulgent heap, and
thus addrefled ity ¢ Gorp ! adorable gold !
GoLp, thou bleffed effe¢t of mine ozom in-
duftry, be thou ever preferved fafe in my
pofleflion, and I defire no other good, no
other blefling but thee. Increale, O in-
creafe upon me! for thou anfwereit all
things, and I can be happy only in the
poflcflion of thee. Avauntevery pilfering
rogue ; ye poor and needy keep for ever
at a diftance from my dwelling, and reap
the reward of your flothfulnefs, And,

Bo O my
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O my cowLp ! continue to reft in thefe blef-
fed coffers, bleffed only by thy prefence.
Inflead of roving, ever here take up thy
abode, for I vow, that my morning ho-
mage, and cvening adoration, fhall be
paid to none butthee.” 1faw, as I thought,
fome of them rout a whole fummer’s day,
and prove very unfuccefsful, finding few
or none of thofe thining particles of duft;
others were more {uccefsful, and every time
they dived into the earth, brought forth
fome lcfs, others more of the fulgent cay,
and difpofed of it fo as to endue it with
fuch a generative quality, as annually to
beget and bring forth more of its own fpe-
cies.  Others I faw who routed long and
fore, but no increafe enfuing, they fell into
a vifible difcontent, and curfed the partial
earth, which beftowed her favours on
others, as they thoughr, lefs worthy than
themiclves.  Some there were who toiled
long, and were very fuccefsful in the ront-
ing way, having heaped much of that pre-
cious duft together; but to their lafting
sortification, fome cunning neighbour,
by 2 moll mafterly artifice, zot beyond
and robbed them of the adored metal.
Others diligencly routed both night and
day
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day in the earth, and with the utmoft
care difpofed of their increafe in {ome
place of approved fafety ; but in defpite
of all their induilry and care, they were
mortified to the laft degree, when they
perceived their own children, who played
about their knees, and whom they loved
above all things, next to their gold, bad
been more dextrous in [catrering the heaps
abroad, than they themielves in colledting
them. Likewife fome were there, who
by long and inceflant fatigue, had the plea-
fure of gathering much of this yellow duft
togerher, but ere they were aware, whillt
frtanding in an adoring pofture before it,
fuddenly funk into the earth, and 1 faw
them no more; but where they went to
take up their abode, 1 do not at prefent
determine ; only this 1 faw, their memory
was foon forgoticn, and the next heir reap-
ed the fruit of their wdultry.  Others
there were who with indefutigable diligence
had got almoft exough of this brilliant duft,
but cre the feol confidered that it was
perithable, he had the unipéakable grief
of feeing it all fwept away by fome (hower,
or burned up by fome flath of lightning,
fent on purpofe by the angry heavens; on

which
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which difafter fome of them became quite
difcoriolate, and went mourning even to
the grave.  Others, of more heroic for-
ticude, having fuftained lofs, immediately
clapped down on their hands and knees,
and went to work with their head in the
earth, and routed with double diligence,
refolving by all means, jull or unjult, to
repair their ruined heaps. Having had a
full view of this routing brotherhcod, I
conld not forbear thinking that a pedple
fo very near refembling the mole in irs dil-
pofitions and altions, might, with 2 good
deal of propriety, be named Humaw

Morzs.

Bur tired with teholding the paltry
actions of this groveling fociety, I thought
I bent my courfe to another domain, where
I faw a lofty tower, the top of which tran-
fcended the hoary clouds, for aught I
know, as far as they are higher than the
earth, perhaps many times as far.  The
tower was built in a pyramidical form,
divided into great varicty of ftories, with
a kind of winding way on the outfide,
which led from one ftory to another; and

you muft think that a very dangerous way
it
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it feemed, feeing it had no battlements to
guard its afcendants. On every fory were
built certain pinnacles, or fmall towers,
beautifully adorned with garlands of flow-
ers, plumes of feathers, titles of ftate, names
of honour, &c. and on the top of the
tower was a figure of clay, overlaid with
the appearance of gold. This unage was
tormed in the fhape of a woman, beauti-
ful at firft fight, but whofe features ap-
peared groffer the longer you looked at
her. She {eemed to be crowned with
gold, adorned with fparkling diamonds,
and a zone fludded with precious ftones
begirt her fwelling loins; over her head
was raifed an azure canopy, embroidered
with the fineft gold. In one hand fhe
held titles and names, in the other a regal
feceptre, and in an iaviting pofture fhe
ftood on a marble pedettal, with this allu-
ring motto wrote on her efcutchean; The
valiant bero who bath courage enough to
climb up to me, fball enjoy me. O what bul-
tle was here amongft people of all ranks,
{triving who fhould {ooneft afcend the fides
of the tower ; each ftriving to poffefs him-
felf of {ome place of eminente, without
confidesing the dangers to which they were

expofed
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expofed by their afpiration ! Often have I
feen the conteation of the turf, but never
did I fee fuch jockeying as was here; fcarce-
Iy any thing but joftling and croffing the
way was to be feen amongit them. When
one was afcended a few fteps above the
vulgar level, and fancied himfelf fecure
of a place.of eminence, another prompted
thereto by envy, or fome other principle
equally vicious, came up to him, tripped
up his heels, and precipitated him into
the mote which furrounded the tower : for
it ought to be obferved, that this tower
was {urrounded by a horrible puddle, into
which many of thofe who fought to afcend,
were plunged wiith violence before they
knew themfelves to be in danger, either
by the jockeying of their opponents, or
~even when feated upon the long-defired
‘pinnacle, by fome eddy guft burfting from
the bolom of the tower, and precipirating
them lower than they bad been before.
However, fome few there were, who with
indefatigable diligence attained almoft the
top of the tower, and on the {piral peint
of the pinnacles they {fwaggered with wav-
ing arms, and in a contemptuous manner

looked on the gazing croud who ftood
Lelow,,
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below, eager beyond meafure to obtain
a {mile of their lordthips : herein however
I thought the croud was greatly difap-
pointed ; for no fooner were any of thefe
gentry put in pofleflion of a pinnacle, but
inftantly they drank of the obliviating wa-
ters of Lethe, and totally forgot the men
upon whofe fhoulders they climbed to thofe
feats of eminence. Neverthelefs, fo deep-
ly infatuated were thofe who ftood below,
that they not only worfhipped the grandeur
which they themfelves had put upon them,
but ftretched their expectation beyond ima-
gination, of receiving fome convincing
proof of their gratitude. But former de-
preflions utterly forgot, the worthy gentle-
men dwelt in their jecure pomp, till, in an
unhappy hour, a ruffling blaft burft {wift-

ly upon them, and furioufly whirled them
from their feats of honour,

SoME two or three afcended even to the
marble pedeftal, where they fat adorned
with plumes of feathers, but could hardly
be feen of the populace below. One
thing concerning them I could not but
think remarkable ; fometimes they appear-
ed like a lamb, then like a lion or a bear,

and
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and if at any time the wind beat high upon
them, they transformed themiclves Into a
willow, and bended beneath the blalt;
otherwife into a ftream, and thus they elu-
ded the iron hand of danger ; and when the
ftorm was over, they appeared like them-
felves again; and the haughty madam look-
ed down upon them with a fmile of com-

placency.

But of all the multitude there was only
one who fat immediately at her feet in a
royal chair; upon whofe head fhe refted
her hand and owned him her darling fon.
This favourite was a blooming majettic
youth, in whofe countenance was to be
feen wifdom and magnanimity written in
legible characters; and with deportment
altogether different from thofe who fat
near him, he looked down with an air of
affection upon all the ranks below him.

BurT ftrange as it may feem, this worthy
perfonage, notwithftanding his merit and
elevated ftation, did not appear to be the
moft happy man in the world ; for it was
not difficult to fee anxious cares, and per-
plexing fears, crawling as fo many {nakes

around the feat of majefty. Ithoughtthen,
that
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that furely the higher a man is in ftation,
he is the more emphatically wretched, un-
lefs he can hug the fervile chain like the
mutable fons of Proteus, or has learned to
live above the caprice of fortune. I thought
in my dream, that by what means foever
any pinnacle threw its rider, or however
dirty his fall might be, that no fooner was
the place proclaimed empty, than num-
bers ftrove who thould firft vault into it.
Here I faw a curate aiming ag a vicarage,
a vicar at a bithoprick, and a bithop ftriv-
ing for an archiepifcopal fee. Here I faw
a valet afpiring to the fine gentleman,a ba.
ronet aiming at an earldom, and a coun-
try {quire coveting the direttion of the
nation. Here I alfo faw a private centi-
nel aiming at a halberd, a halberdeer at
a captain’s place, a captain earneftly fuing
for a regiment, and Prude, my lady’s wo-
man, affeCting the name of Madam —For
my own part, when I faw the follies of
mankind, I could not help withing that

they were again blefled with the right ufe
of their reafon.

At laft, more ftayed, I found myfelf in
the middle of a fpacious field, decorated

with
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with all the variety of nature, in bloom;
the frefheft verdancy, was the velvet like
ground work, embroidered with a richer
variety of perfeft colours than ever the
delicate pencil of Apelles left on the (tain-
ed canvals. I walked along admiring its
beauties, ravithed with the fragrancy of the
full-blown flowers, which as oriental gems
richly decorated the enamelled plain. Here
I beheld the glory of the divine Creator,
fparkling in every verdant pile which deck-
ed the fpreading lawn, in fuch a manner,
that fecing could not fatisfy the eye, Nor
was my ravifthed ear lefs delighted with
the tuneful voice of the early lark, as af-
cending the fung morning anthems to her
almighty Preferver, Like mafters of mu-
fic equally fired with a fenfe of gratitude,
the blackbird and thrufh, emulous of fong,
poured their flowing harmony abroad
through the vault of ether, as if fcorning
to be outdone in praife to their common
Parent. Pleafed to fee the pangled ficld
join in concert with the feathered fong-
fters, who fent forth their chirping melo-
dy from the flowery hedges'; the one chear-
fully finging, the other fweetly fmiling,

the great Creator’s praife ; ¢ O man, faid
I, Lord
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I, Lord of this lower creation, what blef-
fings doft thou enjoy beyond the moft ex-
tenfive privileges of all thy neighbours,
the inhabitants of air, earth, and water!
Confcience, reafon, and underftanding, an
erect pofture of body, fole dominion over
all the numberlefs ranks of creatures, ani-
mate and inanimate, which poflefs this
earthly globe 5 they are all thine by divine
donation, they all were made for thine en-
joyment: f{uch are thine invalued privi-
leges, joined with an ever-during exiftence,
and a capacity fitted for the pofiefling of
an INFINITE Goop 2’

“ Tuese are bleflings peculiar to the
ftate of favoured man, and for which only
depraved man is capable of being unthank-
ful.  Butoh! let humanity bluth at the
awful confideration ; notwichftanding all
our enjoyments, we, only we men, are
idle, when univerfal nature joins in gene-
ral concert to {peak the great Creator’s
praife.  Ingrazeful man! fhall the {un,
the moon and frars, with all the hofts of
heaven, unceafing move in general con-
cord, and harmorioufly thew forth the
praifes of God? Mufl the fowls of the

alr,
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air, the beafls of the field, and all the in-
habitants of the waters, be concerned in the
enhancement of his manifeft glories, and
thou, above all others moft beloved, and
moft indulged, alone remain dumb in the
general concert; worfe than dumb, even
refraltory ? The horfe that now glories
to prance under thy weight; the vine
which bleeds to {atiate thine intemperance;;
the people of the feathered nations whofe
little carcafes muft now indulge thy glut-
tony, will one day f{everally appear as the
fwifteft witnefles againft thee.  Thou in-
grateful abufer of many bleflings ! What
will become of thee when thy foul s de-
manded ! How wilt thou ftand before an
infinitely holy God ? Dreadful thine ac-
count 3 for God is juft as well as be-

neficent,”

I THOUGHT in my dream, that as I was
thus ruminating, I was greatly furprized,
by feeing the monfter DraTn enter the
field, through a breach which Sin had
made in its fences, e appeared at firft
in form of a fkeleton, with quiver and
darts, as he is ufually drawn The moft

barbarous rage and inflexible cruelty fat
brooding
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brooding over his hollow eyes, whilft his
unfeemly fingers graiped the irrefiftible
fcythe : the mattock and fpade, wrought
in a field oi corruption, with the refemb-
lance of empty fhades frifking over it, was
the fkeleton’s flag.  Clofe behind him,
almoft treading on his heels, followed a
lean, ill looking figure, with extended
jaws 3 at the fight of which my blood chil-
led in my veins, and my fleth {huddered
with perfect averfion. Nor was this aver-
{ion peculiar to me, for I perceived that all
nature feemed to fly from its prefence ;
and, indeed, well might nature tremble at
the thoughts of an encounter, for the
fame hunger-bitten follower of peaTH caft
a languifhing look on every objeét, and
yawned with defire to devour it.

I ruovcnT that prATH was no fooner
entered the field, than this meagre and
greedy attendant addreffed herfelf to him,
ina craving manner, crying—Give—Give:
on which the cruel fkeleton brandithed his
Jhafts, and fiercely threw from his unerring
hand firlt at one, then at another objeét,
till whole nations fell almoft at once be-
ncath his fatal javelin, One inftance in

particular -
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particular I faw, of a whole generation
being f{wept away by one ftroke of his
fcythe.  Such was the amazing power he
had obtained ffom complicated Sin, that
all, efpecially mankind, fell at the firft
touch of the deftru&ive dart; and as foon
as fallen, this detefted monfter licked them
up, and the world faw them no more for
ever. Here I {aw, that this grand devonrer
made no diltinion betwixt this and chat,
but fed with as much delight on the flefh
of a beggar, as on that of princes and nobles
the celebrated Jeauty, and the youthful kero,
afforded no greater relith to the hungry
grave, than the country landlady or ruftic
Jwain 3 old and young, beauteous and un-
feemly, rich and poor, noble and ignoble,
were confufedly jumbled together in its in-
fatiable entrails.

A a very fmall diftance from this king
of terrors, followed a tall, upright per-
fonage, of the exacteflt fymmetry in all her
partsy her mein was noble, and all her
gefture uniform.  This royal and majeftic
perfon, fat on a feat of right judgment,
held a pair of egual balances in her hand,

and had for her motto, * I judge according
io



A VISION. 25

to every man’s works.”’ I thought that this
upright lady, who was in herfelf the moft
perfect beauty, invefted Dears with dread-
ful array, and equipped him in moft of
his terrors; as every human creature who
fell a prey to the Ravager, was immedi-
ately weighed in her impartial balances.
O, faid I, on feeing the proceffion, if
weighed in thefe equal and impartial ba-
lances, who is he that fhall not be found
wanting ?

Last of all, in the train of the fkele«
ton, followed a monfter of devilith birth,
and of fuch a form as I had never feen
before ; it kept its eye, as I thought, con-
tinually fixed on the upright lady, whofe
name was Justice, making inquifition for
blood. To this monfter was given every
perfon whofe actions did not weigh accord-
ing to the rules of the fanctuary, and they
were all ftored in its incorrupting bowels.
What was very ftrange, notwithftanding
all the perfons given to this infatiable mon-
fter remained entire within it, it continued
as folicitous for more as it was the firft
moment of its being. Then I thought of

C that
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that faying, Deats and HELL are never
fatisfied.

I stoop a confiderable time admiring
the ftrangenefls of the fcene, and foon I
difcovered fomething more; for Dearn
metamorphofed himfelf into a dragon of
an enormous fize, and approached near
the place where I had taken my ftanding
tor obfervation. Fearful left I fhould be
the prey at which he aimed, 1 began to
think of methods of refiftance, as I could
not reconcile myfelf to the thoughts of the
grave; nor was I certified at that time,
that I fhould efcape bell if he feized me,
Up he came within a very little diftance
of me, which greatly roufed my apprehen-
fions of danger; but to my unfpeakable
joy he turned off to the left, followed by
his dreadful retinue, and turning my eye
to that fide of the field, I foon difcovered
the prey at which he aimed. A beautcous
lady in all the grandeur of life, decked
with the richeft filks, adorned with gold,
pearls, and precious ftones; attended by
a numerous train of obedient fervants, fhe
herfelf gliftening like a goddefs in the
midft of them. Every attendant carefully

oblerved
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obferved the glance of her eye, the wave
of her hand, or the nod of her head, hav-
ing learned by thefe figns to read her lady-
thip’s pleafure,

At firft I was much amazed to fee this
jovial company altogether unapprehenfive
of danger; none of them feemed to regard
the monfter’s approach, but maintained
their jollity with as much delight as if
Deata had never been born. Touched
with pity, I waved my hand to awake
their attention, and entreated them to be-
wareof yonder dragon ; but at that inftant
I beheld a god who is faid to be prefident
over this world, raife a duft, and {pread
a mift before their eyes, {o that they could
not difcern the paths of the Deftroyer;
therefore they rejected my admonitions,
{fcorned my fervor, and bid me begone for
a prating fool. But feeing their im-
minent danger, and moved with concern
for them, I difregarded their clamorous
fpeeches, hardened my countenance againft
fhame, and lift up my voice higher and
higher, ufing many arguments to perfuace
them that the monfter DeaTH was even
then at hand to devour one or inore of

Ca2 them :
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them: burall in vain! for they would
receive none of my admonitions, and
mocked at my zealous concern. At laft,
unhappy moment! the inexorable tyrant
came up with them, and with his forked
talons feifed my lady in the midft of her
Jocularity, But, O how it would have
thocked you to fee the confternation fhe
was in, when fhe firft perceived herfelf en-
venomed by his poifonous fting. Con-
vinced that her time in this world was juft
at an end, and to the laft degree unwil-
ling to venture into a new ftate of exiftence,
fo much unknown to the beft of men, and
the dread of thofe who are ignorant of
God ; O what would fhe not have given
for a fhort reprieve ? Never did criminal
at the bar endure fuch horror when the
awful judge denounced the tremendous
fentence, as this wretched lady felt, on the
difmal profpe& of futurity ! If gold and
filver could have redeemed her from
Deatn, fhe would freely have given as
much as would build a cathedral, parted
with her attendants and finery, and lived
in adverfity the refidue of her days; or if
the might have been exempted from the
dreadful encounter, the would even have

given
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given up the beloved pleafures of plays,
operas, and dancing affemblies. But alas !
no bribe, nor promife of future amend-
ment, could turn afide the refiftlefs arrow,

or procure the once gay delinquent the
fhorteft refpite.

Sue implored the aid of her fkilful phy-
fician, attended by the faithful apothecary;
yea, a whole troop of the faculty were
fummoned to exercife all their wifdom,
by any means to refift the rapacity of the
inexorable tyrant : but all in vain, for fad
experience proved that no medicine, how-
ever fkilfully prepared, is a fufficient anti-
dote againft the poifon of DeaTn’s can-
kered fting; therefore the lady, however
relu@ant, was forced to fubmit to the me-
narch of terrors.

Lest the length of my dream fhould
render it tedious to my readers, if told at
once, I fhall divide it into feveral parts,
and fhall ftop here for the firft time,

C3 PART



