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THE

COALHEAVER'S COMMENT, &e.

THiz firft wonaer in this book of wonders is its
title ; it is * Zion’s Traveller;” a name which I
defy the author, yea and all the learned under
the fan, to explain or fix, I know what Zion
means, but who or what is Zion’s traveller? No
one, abstractedly considered, either in heaven or
earth, much lefs this author or his book, for thié
is but an evil travail at beft. But this traveller of
Zion is not the book alone, but the author also;
for, at the conclufion of his preface, he entreats
the men. of his confederacy to pray lor Zion’s
traveller; and their prayers are much needed, for
he hds travailed with mifchief all his days. The
{criptures inform us, that our Lord travailed,
Ifaiah liii. 11; Paul travailed, Gal. iv, 19; the
church travails, Haiab Ixvi. 8; all regenerate
fouls travail; and all prolific matrons in the
houfehold of faith travail: and when all this tra=
vail devolves upon this hypocrite, then he may
fix the title upon himfelf and his book, but not
till then,
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Page the firt. “ In my early days I had
many difplays of divine providence towards me;
the firft was from a very vicious goat, who u(ed
to trample me under foot and horn me until 1t
was feared he would kill me, Playing alfo with
the fhell of a fea crab near a river, I fell in,”

Had the old ram goat difpatched. this travel-
ler, his charity would have prevented, though
not covered, a multitude of fins; and efpecially
the worft of all his crimes, I mean that of arro-
gatmg to himfelf the office of the miniftry, and
a&mg the ftageplayer in Zion.

In page 18 our traveller falls out of window
and lays for dead; in the fame page he falls again
into the water; but fiill he bears about in the
body, for after this he gets into many imminent
dangers by mad bulls running through the fireets,
all of which our traveller efcapes, and the fcene
is clofed with a paffage ont of the burial ferviee
of the eftablithed church, * in the midft of life
we are in death.”

In page 19 our traveller informs us of the ili
effefts thefe wonderful deliverances had upon
him, for be fays, ’

“ Yet man, like the wild afs s colt, runs fuff-
ing up the air, and neither ]udgmcnts nor mercies
have the leaft effe; while he lies in his natural
fiate, tulled afleep in the arms of the devil, his
heart is as hard as the nether millftone. Though
the proud pharifee boafts of superior firength and
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excellency, and as they fay that man is like a'theet
of clean paper, you may keep it clean or blet it
if you will, Adam-like, they cover themfelves with
thelr fig-leaf drefs to hxde from the all-feeing eye
of the divine Majetty, while their hearts are full
of rotterinefs tid dead mexn’s bones.”

My anfwer to this is, that if this account of
the pharifees be true, we fhall fot have one of
this e left in all the world by the beginning of
July next, The heart is the fountain from which
all the blood reteives its heat to warm and ani-
mate ‘the whole frame; and, when all the pha-
tifees’ hearts come to be ﬁllcd with tottennefs and
dead men’s bones, I fhouid was I a gentleman.
of the facuity, inform them that they were in-
oculated with mortality; and advife, them to fet
their hoifes in order, for they could not furvive
twenty four hours. Add to this, there is no part
of min’s body more free from. bones than the
heart; we.are not born men of bone in that part,
much lefs do we come into the world with our
hearts filled with dead men’s bones, fuch bones
miift therefore be put in, which muft be a very
painful opera'tion

In page 20 our traveller goes on thip-boaid,
bound fot Newfoundland; ke i made watchman
of the deck and cook to the thip’ s company; and
is ‘Tadly beaten for not getting the victuals in
time; he i beaten with ropes, and for which

cruel treatmerit he refolves to leave the thip when
B2
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opportunity fhould offer. Page the 21ft he ar-
rives at St. John's harbour in Newfoundland,
where all the crew by turns obtain leave to go
on fhore, except Zion's traveller, upon which a
fcuffle'enfues, the Commander arms himfelf with
the end of a rope, and our traveller takes a hand-
fpike; but the hemp being too. hard for.the iron,
the traveller quits the fcene of alicn and runs
athore on a ftage which reached from ‘the wharf
to the veffel ; and the whole of this part of the
narrative is clofed, verbatim, in the following
words. ' ,
«] was forced at laft {o retreat, and run
afhore on the flage which was from our fhip to
the wharf where we lay at. I was new involved
in a frefh fcene; without any money but one
thilling, no friends, and in a firange place, where
the inhabitants are forced to make ali they canin
the fummer feafon to fupport them in the winter.
I was ready to make a vow, as pobr Jacob did,
when far from home ; ¢ If God will be with me,
and will keep me in this way that [ go, and will
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on;
then fhall the Lord be my God.” Thus vain
man would be wife, though born like the wild
afs’s colt.”

This account furnithes us with continual
firipes, which are by no means joyous; he is
obliged at laft both to fight and to flee; he be-
wails his hard fate, being far from home, .in 2
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firange Jand, and only ope fhilling in the world;
and thongh he was but a fugitive or a vagabond
in the earth, yet he vows that'God thould be his
God, if he would but keep bim in this way; in
this he is not like me, for I fhould have longed
for the wings of a dove to efcape; however he
correéts himfelf for this bis rath vow, and allows
it to be nothing but feigned witdom ingrafted
upon the colt of a wild afs. Nothing in the
fcribble of thefe men chafes my mind fo much as
the unfavoury and irreverent liberty they take
with. that tremendous name—God, which my
foul loves, reveres, and adores; bat who or what
he means by it I know not, bat I fuppofe the
fame as Homer, for he ufes it in the fame way
as he does his Jove and Juno, by bringing it into
the company of ignorance, bafenefs, and lies.

In page 23 our traveller is condoling his cor-
‘refpondent, who, as he affirms, has been Jong
difciplined, not with the yoke of tranfgreflions,
nor with that of legal bondage, nor with tempt-
ations, nor with perfecutions, nor with tods,
fcourges or tebukes, but with 2 more charming
feverity; take it in his own words.

“ You have been difciplived for fome time
under the fun-beams of eternal love, toendear
your captain to you.” |

Anfwer. This is like breaking a man’s heart
with an eider down quilt, or knocking him at
head with a pillow. Our traveller knows no dif-
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ference between bounty and drill, nor can he
diftinguith between difcipline and fucking the
breafts ; and the deyil bimfelf is no better than
an idiot, to furnifh and fend forth fuch an au-
tomaton figure as this.

In page 23 our traveller is at St. John's, in
Newfoundland, deftitute of any known friend,
and with but one fhilling in his pocket.

But he fays, Pr'ovvidence "direéted me to a
houfe to get refrefhment with my little moiety.”

This moiety meanmg one half, it appears to
me that there were two ﬁnlhngs on board, but
one half fallmg to the crew our traveller tpok the
pther.

In this place the t‘rave]l_cr found a country-
woman who was very kind to him; here he falls
fick, and is well attended both with doétor and
nurfe, upon which he recovers. This part of the
narrative agreeing with my ficknefs at Danbury
in Effex, brings me to conclude that, as the
heathen god Vulcan was hammered out of the
fcripture account of Tubal-cain, fo the traveller
of Zion was beaten out of the Bank of Faith; of
this there are evident traces. Our traveller hav-
ing recovered, he tells us his next attempt was
another yoyage.

“ I fought to geta fhip for the Weft Indies,
but in vain. “ The way of a fool is right in

his own eyes, and his heart proclaimeth foolith-
nefs.”
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Anfwer  The legs of the lame are not equal,
{o is a parable in the mouth of fools.” [ believe
Solomon was dead two thoufand years befere
Columbus was born, and I belicve he was the
firft difcoverer of the Weft Indies, therefore the
wife man in that proverb could never mean our
travelter's intended voyage; but our traveller has
another limp with his legs in this conclufion, for
he only fought to get a fhip, and this, by the
feripture, is the heart proclaiming foolithnefs.

In page 24 the captain entreats our adven-
turer to return home with him, but could not pre-
vail, and “yet he owns .that he himfelf was not
‘iﬁ?_tir-ih'féejltihg afier; he embarks on beard an-
other hip, fuffers much for want of provifion,
redcties his native home, and is cordially received
By his parents. OQur traveller is fatisfied with his
bufine(s, all means are ufed to continue him (o,
‘bt as he {ays, fomething muft happen between
Jacob and Efau to drive him from thence; he
Again embarks for the midland fea with fith, the -
veffel returns in a fhattered condition, and re-
ceives datnage in every part; he again fets fail
for ¥ngland, arrives in London, and continues
in it. At this place he drops the narrative of
wonders, mentions a few prefent circumfiances,
thiefly what people in ‘the country fay (o our tra-
veller about bis not flaying at home with his own
flock; to which he replies, that wherever a Ga-
liah is to be flain, the fced of David muft come
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io fling the flone, and to ftrike the head of pride
in all fuch. In page 27 we have an account of 3
peculiar way in which the Lord gives reft to our
traveller and his correfpondent,

¢ The enemy fet hard at me for this purpofe,
laft nigh;t,« with a ftrong army of doubts and fears:
he took the advantage when the beloved of my

- foul was hid, and poured in like a fury as he s,
until all appeared as if it muft fall before him.
There was fuch weaknefs on my fide, that I could
not make any refiftance, but to befeech my cap-
tain to appear, and put the whole army to flight.
“The cry increafed in my heart, but the vigilance
of the enemy increafed alfo, until Jefus peeped
through the lattice, Song ii. 9; when he fpake,
that awful enemy of all righteoufnefs withdrew,
and I went to reft; « So he giveth his beloved
{leep.” ’

Anfwer. Out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth fpeaks, and by the fruit of the Jips are
we to know the fpeakers, for the good and evil
treafure both flow-from that fource. All this
conflict is fet forth in general terms, which mean
every thing but eftablith nothing ; he mentionsa
subtle enemy, but was it" his old antagonift the
goat, or his former captaip, or a thief in the
night? this he keeps to himfelf. He tells us that
this enemy brought an army of doubts and fears;
but what were the caules that awakened thefe,
what they fprang from, and what were the objeéts
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of thefe fears, whether the fear of death, the fear
of wrath, the fear of man, or the fear of devils,
we know not. He fays that thisarmy was brought
when the beloved of his foul was hid. Doaes ke,
by this appellation, mean my God and Saviour?
I tell him to his head that he never knew him,
he never faw him, he never felt him, he never
enjoyed him ; my blefled Lord never takes up his
abode in a heart {o vile, nor in a mind fo wicked;
in a judgment fo confufed, in an under@anding
fo dark; nor in a will fo obfiinate; nor will he
ever flow with his refrefhing ftreams from fuch
polluted lips, nor from a mouth fo foul. When
this army came, he fays it appeared as if it (in
the neuter gender) was to fall before him; be
feems to be in no fear of himfelf falling, but
fomething in him, which he calls it, by which I
fuppofe he means faith: to which I anfwer, he
is imno danger from that quarter, the devil is not
divided againft himfelf. All falfe faith is the
devil's own work; he is the fole author of all
prefumptqous confidence, all falfe hopes, and of
all diffembled love; every unwarrantable and
arrogant claim upon the Almighty comes from
that fountain of evil; and this furniture Satan
will not deftroy; the defiruétion of this work be-
longs to other bands. Satan plants corrupt trees,
but God plucks them up; Satan builds, but it is
God that throws down; Satan fows thele tares,
but God's angels are fent to bind and burn them ;
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falfe conifidence is the mafterpiece of fatanic de-.
‘ception, but it ‘is"God that roots it out of the
tabernacle, Job. xviii. 4. Zion’s traveller fays,
that in this:fham fight

« There wasfuch weaknefs on my fide, that
1 could ‘not make-any refiftance.”

But what this weakuefs is, and were it lay,
whethier in his-arms, in his-loins, or in his'hands,
we know not;- this be'keeps to ‘himfelf; but this
we may fafely conclude, that-it doth riot tay in his
head. Next he informs us'of his prayer, and the
objeét of it.

¢ I donld not thake any réfiftance, butto be-
feech my captain to appear, and pit the whole
army to flight. The, cry increafed in my heait,
but the vigilance of the enémy increafed alfo,
wntil Jefus peeped-through the lattice, Sengii. 9.”

Anfwer. Not.one prayer in all the Bible is
addrefféd 1o the Lord in this charader; ne real
child of Ged upon: earth, when “overwhelmed
‘with foul diftrefs, ever approached with fuch un-
feeling freedom, fuch unfandified familiarity, nox
with diating to him in allegorical teris, to put
a whole army, of nobody knows what, to flight.

In anfwer to this cry,  Jefus peeped through
the lattice.”

Our traveller is wrong in this, hé miftakes
the perlon, it was.net Jefus of Nazareth, but the
ghoft of Bar-jefus the forcerer, Adls xiii, 6; for
they are wizards that peep and mutfer, Fa. viii. 1g.
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The church in the Song never afcribes peeping to
her Lord, but flourifhing ; he flourifhes, fhewing
himfelf through the lattice. Here s a great dif-
ference between Zion and Zion’s traveller; he
fhews himfelf to the church flourifhing, but he
only peeps at our traveller; he had no fight of
the Lord, and yet he knew that the Lord peeped
upon him. If we peep, we intend to fee others,
but not to be feen ourfelves; when we are dif-
covered all peeping is vain, and fo is the -whole
of this travail of ungodlinefs, for it is circulating
confufion, rebellion and lies, in the name of the
living God. = After all this the traveller of Zion

“ Went to reft,” and then this text is brought
in to confirm it; ¢ So he giveth his beloved
;ﬂe&:p.’?

So in this way beloved fleep comgs. If this
is the qnly way that fleep is obtained, I would
fooner. like Jacob, keep theep by night till flcep
departed from mine eyes, than I would obtain it
as our travellgr does, by a fight with an army of
fears, cammanded by Satan.

It i1s truly laughable to hear the accounts, or
to tead the wonders, of impoftors and hypocrites,
when the devil fets them to pretend to a work of
grace, or to counterfeit the experience of God’s
children. I know a young woman, lately called,
?g,h.o-in her firft love afked an old profeffor, who
18 Quite npacquainted with the power of godlinefs,
if fhe had ever felt fuch joys as fhe then did?
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She replied, Yes, my joys were fo ftrong that i
fell into fits; her joys brought on the convulfions
of the devil. A man, of the fame caft in pro-
feflion, told a friend of mine that he could relate
as many providences of God as appear m my
Bank of Faith; and fo he may for aught [ know,
for God’s providence provides for all. She de-
fired him to inflance in one; he replied he was
going to fome place near to Newmarket, and he
found himfelf yery hungry, and putting his hand
into his pocket he found an apple; my friend
laughed, thinking that there might be no miracle
in this, but that he himfelf might have put it
there. So our traveller, from the Proverbs of
Solomon, intimates that the way of a fool, that is
right in his own eyes, 15 a voyage to the Weft
Indies; feeking a fhip for this purpofe, is the
heart proclaiming foolithnefs. And he may Juﬁ: as
well tell us that men do not whip their clldren
with twigs of birch, but with the rays of the fun,
as to tell us that God difciplines his ehildren with
the funbeams of eternal love; Read Job xxxvi.
8—10; that the hearts of pharifces are filled with
dead men’s bones ; and a war with Satan, and an
army of doubts and fears, procure beloved {leep.
Not one of thefe things comes from faith, nor do
they go to faith; they go from impoftors to hypo-
crites, and from prcfumplxon to prcfumpnon
for fuch deceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs never
works effectually but in them that perith. Wo
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be to {uch travellers, and wo to them that bid
them God fpeed, for fuch partake of all their
crimes,

If the traveller and the coalheaver do not tread
in the fame fteps, in many inftances they {peak
the fame things; I fell fick in Effex and found a
nurfe, he falls fick in Newfoundland and found
the like; and as I had in my youth a violent love-
fit, T have been looking for this alfo, and in the
25th page have found it. I gave up all for loft
at Sunbury, fo does he in Covent Garden.

In page 32 our traveller turns voyager againg
he embarks on board a frigate for India; in his
voyage he fears many perils from ficknefs on
board, fiormy weather, and the expe&ations of
a&ions with the enemy, all of which he confirms
by a paffage of holy writ; * All things are full
of labour, man cannot. utter it.” Our traveller
can make no diftinétion between perfons and
things; Solomon is fpeaking of winds and their
circuit, of the feas, and the courfes of rivers,
which is by no means applicable to sailors’ fears
either of ftorms or altions.

~ In page 33 he reaches the Cape of Good
Hope, and then informs us that he had often
wondered at the Lord’s fupreme goodnefs, when
hf? viewed the ftorms, ficknefs, and imminent
perils he hag ,been delivered from ; upon which
h‘? af’knowledges the truth of feripture, and this
paflage in particular, “ He is the rock, his work
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is perfedt,” &c. The peifect work of our Rock
is delivering our traveller from @orms, ficknefs,
and other perils, but we are not told what; then
how perfé& mutt they be who went through the
féa with- Mofes, and they also who failed with
. Jonah’ but the work of this Rock was finifhed
without us, and muft'be perfected in us; the firft
of théfe our traveller never faw; and the latter he
never fell.

In page 34 Zion's traveller is in a ftorm again,
thunder and winds are upon him; in this ftorm
the helm of the véffel was ufelefs, for the wind
blew in all ‘dife@ions. Such a wind never blew
before, for it muft come in thirty-two direc-
tibns; and if it blew from extremity to cenfre and
from centre to extremity, it had fikty four cur-
rents. In this ftorm he informs us héw ‘he pro-
ceeded.

« Under great fear, I made 4 fo‘lemn vow in
prayet, if the Lord would fave the fhip, T would
fot the future ferve him and live to his glory.”
THis prayer was for the falvation of the fhip,
which thewed great regard and concern for the
gwnet of the veflel. Faul prayed for himfelf and
crew, becaufe the antiwer is, ¢ God hath given
thee all that fail with thee;” and this Paul tells
them, -that not an hair thall fall from the head of
any of them, there fhall not be the lofs of any
man’s life among you, but of the fhip; this it feems



was loft, and therefore we may conclude that it
was not in Paul's prayer; in this our traveller
excels,

In the 37th page Zions traveller fails for Eng-
Jand, he meets with bad weather in the Britith-

-Channel, but lands fafe; fhortly after he goes to
Brighton in Suffex, where he has a very fingula¥
dream.

« Tt-was as follows: T thought I paffed through
a fireet in which was a large iron grating, fuch as
are over fewers; I looked down throngh it, and
faw an awful figure carrying dead bodies, and
flinging them in a heap of the fame, from which
fmoke appeared to burit forth. A thought firuck
me this was the devil, who was taking all {uch
charafersas.me for his prey. I ftood trembling
with fear and terror, but cried much that I might
not come to this wreiched place.”

Our traveller had no need to be terrified with
this dream, Satan’s chief prey is the fouls of men;
befides, he is too bufy in furnithing his fervants
for the miniftry, to {pend his time in the mean
employ of an Undertaker; the gleanings of the
vintage are left to the men who are occupied in
black work.

Page 40, our traveller returns to'London; he
makes an attempt to enter Covent Garden play~
houte, but was repulfed and driven back by con-
fcience, as I once was when going to fteal turnip
tops; he enters into bufinefs, and ends his trade
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and cath by a lawfuit, in which he is greatly in.
jured, infomuch that he obtains chambers for
ftudy in the Fleet prifon.

In page 45 our traveller has a dream of the
day of judgment: hefees a glorious perfon fitting
on a throne, and obtains one of the very feats
which was fo:much coveted by the wife and fons of
Zebedee ; namely, at the right hand of the Judge.
After this our travéller embarks for Ireland, re-
turns and takes a wife in England, returns ta
Ireland, and opens a fhop in the coach-making
line ; this at firft fucceeds, and then declines; to
repair this lofs he fets up poft-work with chaife.
and horfes, but gets but little bufinefs at it, no,
not enough to procure corn for bis horfes; the
bad effec of which you have in page 50 in his
own words, thus—

“ I went into the fiable one morning, and
found they had eat rearly through a thick deal
manger, with hunger.”

Anfwer. It could be no lefs than a miracle
that they did not eat the ftable. It is alfo no lefs .
than a myflery how a.man fo deeply convidted,
as he pretends he was at this time, and in fuch

hparalleled foul difirefs, had no more fenfe of
feeling, as a foul quickened has a tender heart,
In my troubles, 1 have wept when 1 have feen
the labour and toil of barge horfes, towing on
the banks of the Thames; when I have feen
ftreamns of matter run from the wounds in their
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thoulders, being prefled by the collar in draw-
ing; believing that the fins of men- were the
procuring caufe of all their fufferings. I have
heard more than once of the fufferings of the
artillery horfes, lying at ftraw-yard, in Suflex;
I have alfo heard it declared, that thefe creatures
have been clotted with filth almoft up to their
eyes, in working their mouths through the dung,
to get at the heath that lay at the bottom, and
that great numbers were actually fiarved to death;
but never heard of their having once attempted
to eat, either doors or pofts, gates or bars. And
I think I may fay, without fear of contradition,
that a thoufand horfes would fiand and perifh,
before any one of that number -would offer to
fatisfy his huriger upon a deal plank. I am now
come fo the converfion of Zion’s traveller,

Page 56. I awoke in the morning, about
‘break of day, and found all my ufual horror, and
the guilt of all wy fins fiaring me in the face,
the mercies and prdvidences which had attended
me, and my ingratitude for them. The juflice
of God feemed ftern to have fatisfattion. I
thought the pains of hell had got hold on me,
for [ had rejeCted all that was good. It came as
if a voice had fpoke it diftin&ly, again, ¢ Come
let us reafon together.” I anfwered, ¢ I cannot:
Lam guilty, and I fear it is all over with me
now.” The word came again,_ ¢ Though thy fins

keas fcarlet, they fhall be white as fnow; and
g
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though they be red like crimfon, they fhall be as
wool.” With thefe words there flowed into my
foul fuch a foft {ympathizing frame, as caufed
me to fpring out of bed, and fall on my knces,
with fuch energy of prayer as I had never felt
before, and fuch promifes paffing through my
fou), declared by the great herald of falvation, as
melted me down in tears before him. I had then
fuch a fight of the Saviour as I cannot find words
to defcribe; but it was fo much, that it caufed
me to {pring up from my knees, and cry out,

It is thy precious blood I have been trampling
under feet, my fins have all been againft thee.
Ob, thou wilt be juft in damning of me.” But,
in place of this, fuch life, light, love, peace, and
joy, flowed in as I fhall never be able to fpeak of
in this life. My burden was all gone, the moun-
tains werc removed, and I found my beloved in
the valley, and lay at his feet, wondering with
amazement at his Jove to me. His'precious blood
was applied, and my bleeding confcience cleanfed
and healed. I remained in unutterable joy for
fome time. I had only one requeft to make, and
that was that I might now die, left I fhould fin
againft him any more. I fat down next day and
wrote my wife a letter, informing her what the
Lord had done for me, which aftonifhed her, (fhe
has often {poke about the lofs of that letter fince
with regret, from the greatnefs fhe found in it;
and indeed Ido not wonder at it for it was wrotc
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under the fweet favour of what I was feeling.) I
could not now bear to think of returning back
to my bufinefs, into that labyrinth of diftrefs
which 1 bad been in. I went forward to take
thipping for England ; and wrote another letter
to my wife, to fettle every thing as well as poffi-
ble, and come over to me. I expeded fhe would
have enough left to put us into fome little way of
bufinefs: this turned out the reverfe, we had no
more than a few pounds, when all expenfes of
coming over were paid ; for I had loft much by
my attachment to government, and no poffibility
of regaining it. Nor in my prefent ftate was I
fit to have any dealings with .the world; nor
fhould I to this moment, had I remained in this
ftate, for the world and all things in it fat very
light with me. I failed accordingly for England,
and arrived after a thort paflage, thirfting to hear
the gofpel preached. I went from place to place
in London: but, alas! all I heard only brought
my foul into legal bondage, though I did not
know then how this was. But when they have
fpoke of free grace, the next fentence fet the
hearers to work. I went to hear thofe minifters
whom I heard when before in London; but I
found them as great firangers to what my foul
went through, fince I laft faw them, as our mif-
fionaries and their converts are.”

Anfwer. The whole of this glorious work was

performed by the Saviour of mankind, in Mr.
c2
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Paly’s garden at Sunbury in Middlefex; and to
the beft of my remembrance it was accomplifhed
five and thirty years ago Jaft November. About
five or fix years fince it was tranflated to Water-
ford in Ireland, and appears in print now in
London. Had there been no Baok of Faith, no
Kingdom of Heaven taken by Prayer, and other
works of mine extant, Zion had gone without her
traveller; thofe two books are the origin of this
wonderful performance; it is William Hunting-
ton mutilated ; and he is fo altered for the worfe
as not to be known from an Irifhman ; and his
prefent garb is more like that of a journeyman
painter, than of a gentleman coalheaver. My
Bank of Faith has confiantly furnifthed him with
all the materials for his providential deliverances,
and out of my Kingdom of Heaven taken by
Prayer he has taken his whole converfion; I
William Huntington claim the experience, As
for the duel with the old goat, his voyages to fea,
the wind blowing in thirty-two currents at once,
difciplining fouls with the beams of love, law-
{uits, and the Fleet prifon, obtaining beloved
fleep by a war with the devil, and horfes eating
deal boards, thefe, to give the devil his due, are
all his own.

In this very performance, Le cuts at thofe
who fleal the word every one from his neighbour;
thi§ he has done to-prevent fufpicion, but his
thievery appears almoft in every page; and he
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has not only ftolen thc words of my mouth, bat
the circumftances of my life, the kind providences
of my God, and the manifeftation of Chrit to
my beart ; and thefe divine things match no bet-
ter with one of a feared confcience, a mind
hardened in pride, and a brow of brafs, than the
counterfeited rays of an angel match with the
devil, 2 Cor. xi. 14; the black ground ftains all.
Milton calls Satan *Archangel ruined,’ 2nd Zioh's
traveller is 2 wolf in the coalheaver’s fkin, for he
certainly has flayed the poor dodtor alive; and
yet he is {o ungrateful as to ridicule me in public
print; whereas, had it not been for me he would
have been ftark.naked, and had no covering .in
the cold. But his ungrateful returns fhall be re-
fented; for I will recover my wine and my oil,
my wool and my flax, fo that he fhall not firut
about in his long robes at my expenfe, but, like
David's ambaffadors, he fhall be - fthorn to the
rump, though I know it will never be faid of him
as it was of them, that the men were greatly
afhamed, for he bas no thame in him.

Let every fenfible finner get light, knowledge,
and inftruéiion, wherever he can find them; and
let every good man claim divine truth for himfelf,
let it appear where it may ; for Paul and Apollos,
with all their flock, are his; * Grace and truth
came by Jefus Chriff,” to and for all the feed,
and all‘the heirs of promife have one and the
fame title, and every one has equal right.
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But let every one that pretends to a reverence
of the efiablifhed church obey her voice, and
keep their hands from picking and fealing, and
théir tongues from evil fpeaking, lying and flan-
dering ; for what under heaven can appear worfc
than good men’s confeffion of faith ingrafted
upon prefumptuous impoftors, words of love from
a malicious mind, oily expreflions from a callous
heart, and ferdps of truth from lying lips and a
deceitful tongue. But there are fome things which
thefe men can neither fieal nor counterfeit, fo as
to efeape detettion; God makes his minifters ma-
nifeft in the confciences of .his faints, and thefe
bear witnefs to their call, commiffion, and ufeful-
niefs; “ When the_ear heard me, then 1t blefled
me ;, and when the eye faw me, it gave witnels
to me,” Job xxix. 11. But an undoubted evi-
dence in the fouls of God’s faints, or a witnefs void
of all doubts and fufpicions in the children of
God, is what this traveller never yet obtained;
all real believers fuipéct him, not one of thefe
can juftify him. Some, no doubt, who bear the
fame image, are at a certainty about him, bat
then ¢ We dare not imake ourfelves of the num-
ber,” fays Paul, * or compare ourfelves with
fome that commend themfelves: but they, mea.
furing themfelves by themfelves, and compar-
ing themfelves among themfelves, are not wife,”
g Cor. x. 12. All thefe comparers ahd mea-
furers do not make ufe of the apoftles of Chrift,
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nor the tefiimony of Chrift preached by them,
but it is all done by them{elvés, and among thern-
felves ; and thefe were not wife, but fools.

Chrift’s fervants and houfehold are in each
other’s hearts to live and die together; but our
traveller has no part or lot in this matter; he has
no dwelling place in the judgment, conicience,
affettions, or prayers, of God’s family.

Such as Zion's traveller may take the confef-
fions and expericnces of God’s fervants in the
letter, and apply them to themlelves, but the
Holy Spirit they cannot take; the enmity pecu-
liar to the ferpent’s feed ftill remains in them, and
their fouls boil in malice againft all that love
and fear God; this Is manifeft enough, efpecially
in his invedtives againft Mr. Jenkins, Mr. Brook,
Mr. Burgefs, Mr. Lock, and many others, the
contents of which were {uch as never flowed from
the {prings of Zion, but from the common fewer
of inbred corruptioni: he is fettled on his lees,
his tafie is in him, his fcent is not changed, and
this ftinking favour will never procure him that
honour and eftcem which he labours fo hard to
obtain.

Labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, who are
furnifhed with God’s Spirit, and kept by his
poswer, are eftablifhed out of the reach of fcan-
dal; no reproach that envy can caft upon their
reputation, no falfe charge of herefy againft fach
will ever gain ground, or be credited among the
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houfehold of faith; for God has promifed, < Them
that honour me I will honour, and they that de-
{pife me thall be lightly efieemed,” 1 Sam. ii. 30-
Such fhall be honoured and efteemed, let men do
what they can. v

There are certain impulfes and cooling ftreams,
refrefhing dews, living coals, illuminating rays,
and foftening un&ions, which the good Spirit
fends from the heart of Zion’s ambafladors to the
fons of peace, which hypocrites even under the
truth cannot receive, and which the fons of death
cannot communicate ; thefe things men cannot
fteal. One charafler which the Holy Ghoft gives
to Chrift’s family, and which cuts off our travel-
ler, is,.that.¢ they are children that will not lie,
fo he was their Saviour, Iaiah Ixiii. 8.

In his preface he tells us, page 12, that he
does not with ta come into a line of things made
ready to his hand.

Anfwer. He never-has firiven to preach in any
one dark corner of the earth, where Chrift was
not named; but in a line of things made ready
to his hand he has always laboured, from the firft
day of his preaching until now, and to very little
purpofe ; and this is, and can be, teftified unio
by all that know him. He tells us, page 17,
that he was brought up to the eftablithed church
of England; but 1 have the fulleft perfuafion
that he was bred, born, and brought up, a
Catholic, and that he is even one of the dregs
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of that church; for no protefiant, whether of
the higl church or a diffenter, can equivocate,
diffemble, pilfer and lie, with fuch effrontery as
he does, unlefs he had been trained to it from
his cradle. And now I fhall thew my reader
that the Coalheaver and Zion’s. traveller {peak
the fame things, though we never walked in the
fame fteps.

I kept up private and family prayer with my
wife, fays the Coalheaver. Kingdom of Heaven,
page 100.

I kept up family prayer twice a day, to which
I ufed to make my apprentice and fervant girl
come, fays Zion’s traveller. Page 46.

And immediately the devil was let loofe upon
me, and violently tempted me to blafpheme and
curfe the Almighty, fays the Coalheaver, King-
dom of Heaven, page 106. '

And Satan tempting hard, that I fhould curfe
Goad for ever making me, {ays Zion's traveller,
Page 51.

I immediately prayed with fuch energy, elo-
quence, fluency, boldnefs, and familiarity, as
quite aftonifhed me, fays the Coalheaver, King-
dom of Heaven. Page 199.

I fell on my knees with fuch energy of
prayer as I had never felt before, fays Zions
traveller. Page 56.

The blefled Spirit of God poured the fweet
promifes into my heart, from all parts of the ferip-
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tures, in a powerful manger, fays the Coai-
heaver. Kingdom of Heaven. Page 199.

And fuch promifes paffed through my foul,
declared by the great herald of falvation, fays
Zion's traveller. Page 50. ,

Behold Jefus Chrift appeared to me in a moft
glorious and confpicuous manner, fays the Coal-
heaver. Kingdom of Heaven. Page 200.

I had then fuch a fight of the Saviour, as I
cannot find words to defcribe, fays our Travel-
ler. Page 56.

Light, life, joy, love and peace, are etemal
bleffings, fays the Coalheaver. 'Living Tefiimo-
nies, Vol. I. Page 181. Again, When faith and
hope, righteoufnefs and peace, godly forrow and
real repentance, overwhelming love and foul-
tranfporting joy, flowed in‘and ran out. Every
Divine Law. Page 121.

Lafe, light, love, peace, and Joy, flowed in
as [ fhall never be able to {peak of, fays our
Traveller. Page 57. ,

Oh fend me to hell! I did not know till
‘now that I had been finning againft thy wounds
and blood, fays the Coalheaver. Kingdom of
Heaven. Page 200.

It is. thy precious blood I have been tramp-
ling under feet, my fins have all been againft
thee. Oh, thou wilt be juft in damning of me,
fays Zion’s traveller. Page 56.

I kneeled down, and begged of iy Saviour
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to let me die: I earneftly entreated him to take
me to himfelf, left I thould be left to fin again,
fays the Coalheaver. Kingdom of Heaven. Page
205.

I bad only one requeft to make, and that was
that I might now die, left I fhould fin againft
him any more, fays Zion’s traveller. Page 57.

Almoft every circumftance in my narrative he has
taken. WasIinlove? fo washe. Did frefh faces
drive that object from my heart? this was the cafe
with him. I fled to liquor to drown the {orrows
of my mind; he does the fame. I mention a fur-
prifing inftance of my remaining fober, notwith-
ftanding my determination to the contrary ; this
was alfo the cale with him. I mention a letter
written to one Butler under peculiar fenfations,
and of my with for a fight of it, having taken no
copy; in page 57, he writes fuch an one to his
wife, the lofs of which was much regretted.

Mr. Brook, and fome others, who have read
this author, have informed me, that the whole
courfe of his publications, and the experience,
matter, and manner, were taken from my ferib-
blings; and.he might have gdne on at this for
aught I cared, if he had not meddled with me,
having no doubt but his end will be according to
his works. He tells us, many are converted to
the Lord under him; he rebukes, reproves, in-
firadts, and cries out againft the errors and hy-
pocrify of other profeffors. He fhould begin with
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himfelf: Thou hypocrite, fays our Lord, firft
caft out thy own beam, and then attempt the
mote : for, let him preach where he may in the
dark places of the earth, or cven to a congrega-
tion of hypocrites, I defy him to find any, among
all thefe, in a more perilous fiate than himfelf,
He has belied the Saviour, in feigning a fight of
him, Jerem. v. 12; and he has belied the Holy
Spirit, by feigning his operations and publifhing
falfehood in his name; and I know of no fins
more heinous than thefe.

Hec has fent me feveral letters, not one of
which was ever'read by me; nor did I ever read
one of his books, nor intended it, till now being
compelled to it by his continually writing againft
me. ' |

He has got a dear brother, a fellow-labaourer,
of the name of White, one of my Lady’s men,
who has {ent me, I believe, not lefs than twenty
letters within thefe two years, and {ometimes a
packet, fome things in copy, fome in print; and
the contents were fo wretched, and his arrogance
ran {o high, as to ftyle himfelf an Apoftle, not
of man, nor by man. Hec once came to me at
Cranbrook, defiring me to preach for him, which
I reffed, and gave him his anfwer at the door,
I have long expeed this apofile to be among
the penfioners in Moerfields, and it fhould feem
that he has almoft finifhed his courfe already; for
he has told them at Tunbridge Wells, from his
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pulpit, after about ten minutes labour; © I have
pothing to fay to you, I am quite thut up; and
what I have faid I know nothing about; I do
think I muft give it up;’ and then left the Wells:
nor has he, as report goes, preached there fince.
This man, | am inforined, 1s a chofen veflel of
the Rev,Dr. H....s, who fent him from the fer-
vice of a gentleman at Bath to Lady Hunting-
don’s college, and he is no lefs than a.{candal to
both. .

Zion's traveller, alfo, is an utter firanger to
me; I never to my knowledge {aw him but once;
it was: fome years ago that he came into my vel-
try, in the evening, and afked me to preach for
him at Whittlefea, in the Iile of Ely, when I
went into thofe parts; and [ thought he had been
a country minifler. But foon after this I found
that hLe lived in London, and preached in Dudley
Court, St, Peter Street, &c. thefe being places
where the Saviour was not fo muach as named,
that he might npt, as he tells us in his preface,
gointo a line of things made ready to his hand.

But I think the whole -contents of his book,
as well as his labour, is another man’s line of
things. We learn from the feriptures that Satan
is at times transformed, and Paul fays that his -
ninifters are transformed alfo; but {uch trans-
formations differ widely from what is real. Thave
at times thought, that Satan never difcharged
fuch infolent cxpreflions fince his fall, as he did
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to the Son of God when he told him that the
kingdoms of this world, and the glory of them,
were delivered to bim, and to whom he would
he gave them; this was going a great way, claim-
ing a right to the world, and to a difpofal of it
at his pleafure. But I never read that Satan, bold
and falfe as he is, ever made any pretenfions to
the grace and mercy of God; nor ever to have
counterfeited any teftimony of the favour or ap-
probation of the Almighty: in this we have more
modefty in the father of lies than there is -in
Zion’s traveller, who is his fon; fo that he is a
difgrace even to the devil himfelf.

Quotation. . And I confidered with myfelf
what I fhould do in this cafe. If I did not work,
I could not with confcience receive my wages;
and, if I received no pay, my wife and child muft
fuffer for want of bread. As for myfelf, I fe-
garded not food ; nor do I believe I fhould have
felt the want of it; had I ftarved to death, fays
the Coalheaver. Kingdom of Heaven, Page 203.

Nor in my prefent flate was I fit to have any
dealings with the world; nor fhould I to this
moment, had I remained in this ftate, for the
world, and all things in it, fat very light with
me, fays Zion’s traveller. Page 57.

I tried now and then if I could bring my fins
again to remembrance, and to fecl aiter my trou-
bles and temptations:*but God had erafed them
both from my mind and memory; nor did they
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ever come back afterwards, and I am perfuaded
they never will. Thus the fins of Judah were
fought for, but they could not be found, for there
were none, as the fcriptures witnefs, fays the
Coalheaver, Kingdom of Heaven. Page 208.

But the wrath of God, and the weight of my
fins that I was delivered from, neither they nor
the devil were ever able to bring back again to
this day, nor ever will. So true is the word of
the Lord: ¢ In thofe days, and in that time;
faith the Lord, the iniquity of Iirael fhall be
fought for, and there thall be none,” fays Zion’s
traveller. Page 59. If ever God had put his
fear in this traveller’s heart, thefe lies had never
appeared in print. -

We have now pafled through this great work,
and here we fee clearly epough what our Lord
means by a wolf in fheep’s clothing. In page 67
our traveller is in great firaits in circumitances,
but better days foon appear.

 Divine Providence {oon brought us fome
rclief. We had a bag of rice and fome fugar fent
to the houfe, which, like the widow’s crufe of
oil and barrel of meal, never failed until the Lord
fent rain again; next we had half a fack of po-
tatocs, and another perfon {ent us half-a-guinca.
And now the Lord began to caufe me to ndtice
bis particular providences, and mark the anfwers
to prayer. « They that go down to the fea in
thips, that do bufinefs in great waters, thefe fee
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tlie works of the Lord, and his wonders in the
deep.” Page 68,

In this paragraph we fee how dextrous he is
in quoting feripture, and how applicable thefe
texts, which he introduces, are to his purpofe.
Experiencing an empty cupboard and an hungry
belly, in London, is going down to the fea in
thips; praying dand watcbing_for bread, is doing
bufinefs in great waters; and recetving a prefent
of rice, fugar, and potatoes, this is feeing the
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the
deep. _

Quotation. “ Under this work I had often
pi¢tared out to me being caft into prifon and
bolted with irons. At other feafons with- the
rope about my neck and going to be hanged.”
Page 75. _

Anfwer. < The fear of the wicked,” fays the
wife man, ¢ thall come upon him.” Nor fhould
I wonder at all if the apofile, Mr. White, thould
finith his courfe in 2 mad-houfe, and Zion’s tra-
veller take his leave in a halter; he may deceive
himfelf, and others, but God is not mocked., I
can fee the teftimony of the Coalheaver muti-
lated in every page, and the fcriptures perverted ;
and, as for his familiarity with the Almighty,
and his prefumptuous claims upon him, it is no
better than taking his name in vain; and God
will not hold him guiltlefs that doeth this.

Quotation. * And at times I have been nearly
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perfuaded that carfes did come forth; and being
very much addicted formerly to lying, I could
fcarce think whether it was truth or not.” Page75.

Anfwer. In this paflage we have fome ap-
pearance of honefty and of truth, but not all the
truth; that he ever was addi@ed to lying no
doubt is truth, and in this he‘appears in charac-
ter, being his offspring who is the father of lics ;
but to limit this trade of lying to former days is
falfe, for he never lied fo much, and in fuch mat-
ters, and with fuch a grace; or rather difgrace, as
he does now; and no doubt but God in his own
time will make this manifeft; For he that work-
eth deceit thall not dwell within his houfe, and
be that telleth lies fhall not tarry in his fight,
Plalmeci. 7. I am in the fame firait, and as much
at a lofs as the traveller himfelf, when he fays, he
thall never be able to defcribe the views he had
of the Lord at his converfion ; and [ fhall nevet
‘be able to defcribe the views that I have of this
traveller. To me he is the child of wickednefs,
and the fon of a lie; for I think that fuch an in-
fernal compofition of craft, fubtlety, and mifchief,
lies, and deception, never appeared in the minif-
try in thi world,. except in Simon Magus; not
do I believe that he could perfift in it-if he had
not a lie in his right hand; I mean a confidence
in popifh abfolution.

What deceives fome fimple fouls is, they

cannot think that any man, who has the Icaft fear
. D
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ot reverence of the name of God, can counterfei?,
lie, and diffemble, at fo awful a rate in profefling,
praying, and preaching, in the prefence of God.
A wolf in a fheep’s fkin can do all this; we are
not altogether ignorant of Satan’s devices, nor
total flrangers to the deceitfulne(s of ‘the human
beart; and I doubt not but that the Lord him-
felf, in his own time, will make it manifeft that
his converfion, call, and commiffion, furniture,
and fortitude, are all from Satan himfelf, and
from pe other. Nor is this man deceived, or
ignorant of what he does; it appears to me, by
his writings, that he does it knowingly and de-
fignedly, willingly and wilfully, malicioufly, and -
with full purpofe of heart. In page 82 we have
an-account of a wonderful dream, all about fith-
ing; and it feerns he has fome fuceefs, fo that he
does not toil all night and take nothing, as {fome
have done; this he confirues to be a prelude to
fature fuccefs in the work of the miniftry; for fo
e fays.

« My wife awoke; I told her of it, and
~what T thought it would turn out, and fo it
has accordingly. 1 doubt not but many will
fpurn at this, for all men have not faith. But
with me it is a very fmall thing that I fhould be
judged of man’s judgment.” Then it s a light
thing for Jenkins to be judged of him. *¢ | have
feripture authority for declaring this: The pro-
phet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream,
Jerem. xxiit. 28. And this hath not been to
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caufe forgetfulnefs of the Liord’s name; for many,
through my infirumentality, have been brought
to know the Lord, to whom they were utter
firangers in times paft.” Page 82. ‘

Anfwer. That any foul under heaven was ever
brought to know God by your inftrumentality, is
what I fhall never believe, and yet I am not defti-
tute of faith. He muft be a true witnefs that
delivereth fouls; but a deceitful witnefs fpeaketh
lies, Prov. xiv. 25. Our traveller is not a true
witnefs, but a falle one; his experience, his tef-
timony, his call to the mmi"{’cry, and his ufeful-
nefs, is nothing but a lie; he knows nothing of
the Lord favingly, and therefore cannot declare
him to others; and had he been like Jofeph or
Daniel, I mean endowed with knowledge and.
underftanding in dreams and vifions, he might
have feen his father's cloven foot, even in the
dream ttlelf. God’s fithermen are furnifhed with
nets; “ And it fhall come pafs, that the fithers
fhall ftand upon it from Engedi even unto En-
eglaim’; they fhall be a place to fpread forth
nets,” Ezek. xlvil. 10. Again, * The kingdom
of heaven is like unto a net, that was caft into
the fea, and gathered of every .kind,” Matt.
xiii. 47. The Lord’s fithermen, that are. em-
ployed in catching fouls, are furnifhed with a
net. Zion’s traveller is not a fitherman tbat ufes
the gofjzel net, he is one that ufes the hook and

line. The king of Babylon is called an angler,
D32
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who fithed for the wealth of nations, Hab. 1. 153
that he might lade himfelf with thick clay, Hab.
il. 6.  And to this ufe was the hook put in our
Lord's day; when he wanted tribute money for
Cefar; Peter is fent to the fea with a hook, to
angle for it, Matt. xvii. 27, There is nothing in
our traveller’s dream that points at a net, or at
himifelf as a fither of men, bat as an angler for
a livelihood rather than work ; and at this he has

had fome fuccefs.
For a woman who had been a fervant to
Lord Gage, and had for fome time attended
Mr, Jenkins's miniftry at Lewes, fome few years
ago married and left her fervitude; but previous
to her marriage fhe had fome folémn cautions
and warnings impreffed on her mind, which the
related .to Mr. Jenkins, and he refated them to
me, and told me fhe perfifted, notwithftanding
her alarming warnings. I veplied, it is my opi-
nion that the will find 1t hard work to get within
thofe bounds again; and I mentioned fome in-
“ftances of this fort, that I had obferved in my
days, and' the warning given to Francis Spira,
“previous o his figning his recantation, which he
broke through, and down he went. Balaam alfo
had the firi&k prohibition of God himfelf; ¢ God
faid nnte Balaam, Thou fhalt not go with them;
thou fhalt not curfe the people;; Tar they are
blefled,” Numbers xxii. 12. Al that followed
afterwards did not countermand thefe orders, and
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fo the angel tells him; ¢ Behold, I went out to
withftand thee, [to be an adverfary unto thee,]
becaufe thy way is perverfe before me,” Numbers
xxil, 32. After fuch warnings it is often feen,
that the good Spirit of God takes off the refiraints
of his providence, as he did from the inhabitants
of the old world, and then inevitable deftruétion
is fure to follow; « My Spii‘it thall not always
ftrive with man.” This woman, upon her mar-
riage, came and fettled in London, and T believe
went into the grocery bufinefs, and for fome time
attended me; 1 do not recollet ever to have
fpoken to her, though I think I know her face.
In procefs of time this woman found out Zion’s
traveller, and he fettled her at once; fhe felt his
power, and imbibed the fame faith. So it fiill is,
Like people like prieft. She foared inftantly into
the fulleft affurance of faith, fuch faith as it was;
in this fhe is like Ithmael and Ifaac, firlt in the
race, but laft at the prize; for, < He that be-
lieveth fhall not make hafte,” Ifaiah xxvin. 16.
In the height and heat of her zeal fhe travelled to
Brighton, .to fpread the fame and circulate the
produtions Qf Zion’s traveller; fhe has fept an
¢piftle to Mr. Morris of Lewes, a. friend of mine;
and, as I had formed my private judgment of her
flighting the former warnings given her, I was
defirous of knowing, by Mr. Morris, the contents
of her epiftle, and if there was any thing like ihe
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Janguage of faith in it. ‘He faid, No, it wasa heap
of confufion and inconfifiencies.

Some profefling people from Lewes, who
came to town, were taken by this woman to hear
our traveller; but fome, 1 find, did not fee eye
to eye with her, but thought as I do, that he is
a mah of Satan. She waxed warm with fome
upon this head, and told them the did nof mind
Jenkins nor Huntington; fhe knew he was a man
of God, for fhe had felt the power under him;
but, as all faith will be tried, this choice convert
began to fry hers. She fet tradefmen to work to
repair the bonfe in which fhe lived, a work of na
trifling expentfe; fhe triomphed in the firength
of her affurance, and faid, the knew that God
would pay its her faith confirmed her in this:
but, I have fome rcafon to fafpeét that her faith
was not {o ftrong in exercife when the bills came
in, as when fhe ordered the tradefmen to begin
the job. Ged doth not give the grace of faith to
finners, to nurfe their pride, nor to make them
vain; it is not fent for us to boaft of, much lefs
to banter others with. ¢ Haft thou faith,” fays
Paul, ¢ bave it to thyfelf before God,” Rom,
x1v. 22; make trial of thy faith before God, prove
it at the throne of grace, and fee if God will own
or acknowledge it, by admitting it in its exercifes
to afcend unto him; and whether he will permit
it to preval with him; and whether he will
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honour it by fuitable and gracious returns, as
anfwers to prayer, which are infallible proofs of
genuine faith, 1 Jobn v. 14, And fo faith our
Lord, They that pray unto God in f{ecret, thall
be rewarded openly, Matt. vi. 6. But, alas! the
thop, foon after the repairs were finifhed, was
more effectually changed than the woman her-
telf, for it was converted from grocery to bird-
cages; and the woman is feldom or ever feen;
her boafting not being found a truth, the became
both athamed and confounded, inftead of being
rewarded openly. All the time money lafted fhe
was in perpetual motion, {preading the fame of
her faith; but God rejeéting her - confidence,
Jerem. ii. 36, 37; and her affurance bringing her
to beggary, the is where Paul bids women to be,
that is, difcreet, keepers at home, Titus i1 5.
‘The woman’s name, if I miftake not, is W .. ..s;
the is, I am informed, very bitter .againft the
Coallieaver, but what for I know not; for, if fhe
got no affurance under me, 1 did her no wrong;
but her faith is the fame as her father's, it works
not by love, but by pride, malice, envy, and
hatred, for the faid I could net return an an-
{wer to Mr.White, who is but a babe ; fhe might
have faid a child of hell; which fhews that her
wifdom had fo exalted her, that in her eyes I ap-
peared but an idiot ;- and in this the good woman
is right, though wrong in every thing elfe.

As I am now replying to Zion’s traveller upon
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the footing of great ufefulnefs, in circulating the
true knowledge of the Lord among them who
‘were before ignorant of him; and as I have for
many years had many particolar paflages of ferip-
ture on my mind, refpeéting different characters
who have oppofed themfelves to me, and who
have abandoned me and my miniftryas altogether
ifelefs, when compared to fome who have fhone
forth with peculiar light; I fhall mention one
inftance more of the great fuccefs of Zion’s tra-
veller. :
There is a man, his name I know not, whoe
once called at my gate, and I fpoke to him at
the gate, which was the only time that I ever
converfed with him; he had heard that I was ill,
and bad kindly brought forse fimple medicine
that he thought might be of ufe to me. Report
fays, that he was a man of fome property, and
had for a long time attended me; but at laft he
found out, by what means I know not, the famous
traveller of Zion. The traveller’s empty pocket,
and this fimple man’s full one, made an agree-
able match, and cecmented the union between
them. From that time he {eldom appeared anong
us; he travelled with Zion’s traveller to various
places, and I believe at his own expenfe. In va-
sious places I heard of thefe two travellers; and
1 have not the leaft dogbt but the poor man
meant well, though the other, like Jofeph’s bre-
threp, meant ill; the man thought the traveller
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was an ambaflador, but the traveller knew him-
felf 1o be an impoftor.

At length [ was informed that this man had
taken a farm in Hertfordthire; there I believe he
opened his houfe for the gofpel, and Zion’s tra-
veller confecrated it; but in procefs of time, this
fame man came back again to his old place, Pro-
vidence chapel, though not without fome relu&-
ance; hoping, as he often faid, that there was
fomething good in the traveller of Zion; but at
length he funk in his mind, and it is hard to tell
whether into the borders of infanity, or into de-
fpair. However, his doors have been long thut,
and this poor fimple creature has been a feven-
days man for many months, not daring to appear
&dbroad but on Sunday, left he fhould be arrefted
for debt: and for fix weeks paft he. has been
wholly out of fight, but feems to labour in un-
utterable diftrefs -and mifery of foul, and is a real
obje& of pity; but he is very careful not to offend
in mentioning his expenfes on Zion’s traveller;
but has been often heard to fay, I have had enough
of parfon-making, and he adds, None but the
devil fent me into Hertfordthire,

Bad as I am reprefented to be, and vile as my
principles are fet forth by fome great men, I be-
lieve in my confcience that theré never was oge
foul that departed this life, that faid at the end
of his race that I had robbed bim, or wronged
him; nor have I ever heard of one foul going
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out of the world, that has faid I have either de-
ceived him, or mifled him, or been the caule of
his deftruétion ; nor do [ believe that I ever fhall,
having obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful,
1Cor. vii. 25. All that have acknowledged me in
‘part, have done the fame even to the end, 2Cor.
i. 13. Nor have I plundered the teftimony of
others to adorn myfelf; I am more fatisfied with
my own experience, and the gofpel that God has
tavght me, than I am with any I have read, ex-
cept thofe recorded in the bible, knowing of
- whom 1 have learned them, ¢ Tim. 1i1. 14. Bad
as Fwas in a ftate of nature, this I am fure of,
that I was no wolf in a 'ﬂiéep’s {kin, for I had
not even a fhew of religion ; my experience, and
the gofpel that I preach, is my own; God him-
felf; and no other,-revealed it unto me: ‘and, hav-
ing no learning, my ftyle, manner, or method
of -writing is peculiar to myfelf, and this men of
fenfe and léaming will acknowledge; and God
himfelf knows that even to this day [ wonder how
I perform it. I believe that I have in one day
written as much as would bring out twenty pages,
if not twenty-five, in print; and I write it off
band, feldom copying a page over again; and as
I write I lay it by, and early the next morning,
when all is fill, and my head clear, I corre& it,
and with fome little interlining it goes to the prefs.
I have more than once been prompted to write
upon a fubjet only by reading fome who have
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written upon the fame, judging, according to my
own experience, that they had left it more ob-
fcure than they found it; but I defy all my ene-
mies to prove, that] have ever taken one page,
or even one line, out of any man’s works and fet
it down for my own; this work belongs to fuch
men as Zion's traveller, and I fhall leave him to
receive his threatened reward. < Therefore; be-
hold, I am againft the prophets, faith the Lord,
that fteal my words every one:from his neighbour.
Behold, I am againtt the prophets, faith the Lord,
that ufe their tongues, and fay, He faith, < Behold,
1 am againft them that prophefly falfe dreams,
faith the Lord, and do tell them, and caufe my
people to-err by their lies-and by their lightnefs;
yet I fent them not, nor commanded them: there-
fore they fhall not profit this people at all, faith
the Lord,” Jerem. xxiii. 80—352. And, as Nathan
faid unto David, {o fay 1 to this traveller of Zion,
He 1s the man. He uvfes his own tongue; for all
the flolen words which drop from him are not
delivered from a cloven tongue of fire, nor from
the mouth and wifdom which the Holy Spirit
gives, but from lying lips and a deceitful tongue.
And, as for his dreams, and boafting of his -call
and. commiffion from God, I have no doubt but
they will all appear to be lies; except that one,

of finithing his race in a halfer. In page 118
he fays,

“ T went afier this into the country, and found
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the Lord bleffed my labours much in W—-,” by
which I believe he means Whittlefea, * though
1 had firong oppofitions againft me, and many }
foupd would hzve pulled the line out of my hand,
if poflible; which at times I would have endea-
voured to make faft, but in vain; the Lord
fhewed me it was made faft before the world was
created, and that fithers thould ftand from En-
gedi even anto En-eglaim, 1. e. from the N. W.
of the Dead Sea to the ‘eaft, where the fun of
nighteoufnefs arifes. I will, faith the Lord, bring
thy feed from the Eaft. And now I will tell you
what fuccefs the fithers have.”

Anfwer. Here our traveller will puzzle both
the Coatheaver and his reader, unlefs the reader
has more fenfe than I have, for he certainly {peak-
eth myfieries; and ‘we may call thefe things the
words of the wife and their dark fayings, with'a
witpnefs. In page 81 our traveller dreams he is
on board 2 thip at fea, where he faw a fithing-line
on the deck, and it came Into his mind to fith
with it. He took it wp, and found it was en-
tangled; but not fo but he counld fith with it.
Here we have the firft difcovery of this fithing-
¥ine; with which he went into the country, and
found his labours bleffed much in W——_ |t
receives much blefling from our traveller; for
this much bleffing firang oppofitions are made
againft him, and many would have pulled this
line- out of his hand, if poffible. Our traveiler
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endeavours to make this line faft, but in vaing
then thie Lord fhewed bim, that this line was
made faft before the world was created.

1. Let this traveller inform us what this line
is which he faw upon the fhip’s deck, and what
it was made of, whether of filk, flax, hemp, or
hair; no doubt but it was made of one of thefe
four articles, becaufe he carried it in hand.

2. We wifh to know who thefe thieves were
that would have taken this fithing-line out of his
band, and what means they ufed to do this,
whether by pulling at it, or by wrenching his
fingers open,

3. And, as he laboured hard to make this
Tine faft, we wifh to know what he intended to
ti€ it to. ,

4, And who that is that he calls the Lord,
that thewed him that his fithing-line was made
faft before the world was created.

5. Let bim tell us how this Lord appeared,
and how he fhewed him thefe things, whether in
a dream or in open vifion, whether on an emi:
nence or in a map; and how that country, that
he calls eternity, appeared in his fight when he
faw it ; and what this line was made faft to, for
he tells ns that this line was made faft before the
world wus created, and that the Lord fhewed him
this, and yet this line was carried in.his hand,
which-thews it to be material; and many tried to
take it away, which fhews that even thieves and
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robbers could fee it. The conclufion of this myf-
tery is more wonderful than all the reft; for fo
he concludes.

¢« The Lord fhewed me it was made faft be-
fore the world was created, and that fithers thould
ftand from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim, that is,
from the north-weit of the Dead Sea to the eaft,
where. the fun of righteoufnefs arifes. I will, faith
the Lord, bring thy feed from the eaft.”

Anfwer. Our traveller now fhews us the rea«
fon why all the attempts of his enemies, in the
Ifle of Ely, to fteal his line were vain; not only
becaufe it was. made faff before the world was
made, but becaufe of this promife, “ And fithers
fhall ftand from En-gedi to En-eglaim.” The
fure ftanding of thefe fithersin the promifed land
is the caufe of our traveller’s not falling at Whit-
tlefea; for, if thefe fithers are to hold faft their net
in the land of Canaan, how can our angler loofe
his:line in Cambridgefhire ?

Our traveller then proceeds to give us the
geography of thefe places, called En-gedi and
En-eglaim.

“ That is,” fays he, “ from the north-weft
of the Dead Sea to the eaft, where the fun of
righteoufnefs arifes. I will, faith the Lord, bring
thy.feed from the eaft.”

Anfwer. From the north-weft part of the lake
of Sodom, to the eaft part of the same, is the
place where this man’s fun of righteoufnefs arifes.
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This arifing is in the prefent tenfe; and - this
arifing in the eaft means, from the north-weft
to the eaft part of this lake, Alphaltites, which at
moft is not more than feventy miles long, and
eighteen broad ; and the name of this lake is ufed
in feriptare to reprefent hell itfelf. Take the
fenfe to be as follows.

The continual rifing of this man’s fun of
righteoufnefs, which is circumfcribed to the lake
of Scdom, gave him a fight of the end of his
fithing-line, made faft in eternity, when he was
at Whittlefea.

2. That this continual fhining on the Dead
Sea in Canaan gives him his fuccefs among the
living in the Ifle of Ely. And,

3. That converting fouls in Great Britain,
which from the Holy Land is three thoufand
miles north, is bringing God’s feed from the eaft.
Upon the whole I find it is eafier to write a
myftery, than to write a2 commentary on it. [
wifh I had Mrs, Willis, his lordthip’s old houfe-
keeper, with her full aflurance of faith, to help
me out; I think the would foon be convinced of
the need of another affurance befides what fhe
is pofieffed of; I mean, the full aflurance of under-
franding, to find out the fenfe and meaning of
her father; which if the can do, her fire and fhe
will match well with another company of Zion's
travellers, and every one of them full as cunning,
fubtle, and unfavoury, as they themfelves; ‘ The
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mountain of Zion is defolate, the foxes walk upon
1t,” Lam. v. 18,

In page 118 our traveller is invited to preach
at King’s Cliff, Northamptonthire; in his jour-
ney to this place he lofes himfelf in 2 wood, and
remains in this his loft ftate near two ﬁours, at
which his heart rifes in murmuring; he prays to
have this fubdued, and it is immediately done;
his mind is dire@ed to a path that leads into an
open country, where there is no road, no houfe,
nor perfon that appears to our traveller’s view.
He begs of the Lord again fo diret him, and
he is foon brought into a road, but whether the
right or the wrong, he knows not; this appears
to him a ftrange country, ¢ But fithermen,” he
fays, ¢ often meet many contrary winds and
rough voyages, and at length come into the right
latitude for fith; and {o did I in the end.” Soon
our traveller afcends a hill, fees a perfon at a dif-
tance to whom he calls aloud, and waves his hat,
as a fignal of difirefs to a veflel in fight. And
who fhould this man be but the very per{on at
whofe houfe our traveller was to caft his hook, ot
o ufe his line! Take it verbatim as it fiands.

“ He ftopped until I came to him, when I
afked the way to Cliff. He faid, The way you
were going is not the way, but, if you keep with
me, I am going there. He inquired from whence
I came, and how I got loft, and I told him, He
faid, Perhaps you are the minifter who was to
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come to preach at Cliff? I (anfwered, [ ain, It
is, faid he, at my houfe you aré to preach. I
could -not biit admite the good providence of
God, that fet the tman in this place for me; he
ks told me fince, he defpifed my thabby appear-
aficé ifi his heart, not being drefled equal to the
minifier who was over thiem. He began to talk
away boldly of the do&rines of grace; but I
w4s enabled fo fling a ftone, at a ventiite, which
braught down his proud, Philiftinie-like, defpifing
fpirit. T {poke of the work of grace in the heart;
whichi, he faid fince, left him no religion, and
fopped his mouth ; nor did he, 1 believe, (peak
three words the rgmai’nder of our journey. Chrift
touft needs go through Samaria, fo predch to a
poor woman, and his fervant muft be loff in
a wood, to meet with this man. And in place of
being loft or in the wrong way, infinite Wifdom
~ direfled every ftep and proved (o to my foul fince,
for he has given meé many, I believé, of the black
fith here, who was in a fad deluded fiate, and
fnany alio the word has cut ouf fo their condem-
nation.” Pages 119 and 120.

Anfwer. We éannot fay, in the language of
irony, that our traveller is nof éne of the loft
fheep of the houfe of Istael, {of he was [6ff fioe
fwo hours in a wood; not can We fay thaf his
prayers do hot fucceed, for in anfwér to his laff
prayer his mind was direcled 6 a path, that fed

into #n apeun counfry, where hé {iw no road.
3
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The meeting of our traveller and his appointed
hoft is altogether miraculous; and is compared
to our Lord and the Samaritan woman meeting
at Jacob’s well. This man, whoever he was, fecms
to be a man of fome difceinment; he fees that
our traveller made a {habby appearance, that Is,
that he was a fthabby fheep, or a nominal theep
that had got the feab; and I believe that he is
fcabbed enough to fpoil the cleaneft flock that
ever went up from the wathing, if he could but
get in among them.. "This man began to fpeak
boldly of the dofirines of grace, which are a very
honourable and glorious fubject to fpeak upon;
and it feems that, like Paul and Barpabas, he
waxed bold on thefe {ubjeds, for he fpake boldly,
which fhewed that the man was not athamed of
thefe things. This poor man, and his valour for
the truth, is compared to the Goliah of Gath,
and his defiance of the armies of the living God ;
and he 1s dealt with accordingly ; for our travel-
ler flings a flone at a venture, and fetches him
down;’ however, he dees not cut off his head, ke
only ftops his mouth, and firips him of all his
religion. All men of our traveller's caft, who
never enter by the gate of life, nor by the door
of hope, but climb up fome other way, are faid
- to be thieves and robbers; and this he confirms,
for he has ftripped off my fkin and covered him-
felf with it, that he may appear in orders; and
ke has ferved this poor man in the fame way, and
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itopped bis wouth into the bargain; however,
this is not my cafe, for my mouth is open to
him ; and, though [ cannot make him feel what
fay, yet I may make others fee what he is. He
concludes all the wonders of this expedition by
acknowledging, that infinite Wifdem direted
every fep that he took in this way, that this has
been proved to his foul fince, and the whole of
this is confirmed by the following act of faith,
and the matter credited by that a&; « for he has
given me many I believe of the black fith here.”
! feel my necd of Mrs. Willis, Lord Gage’s houfe-
keeper, agdin, and of Mrs. Robinfon too, if fhe
could come; for I could prove, if I were difpofed,
that two wife women are better than tén foolith
men. The fubftance and fenfe of this myfterious
expedition, if T may think with the wife and
fpeak with the vulgar, feems to be as follows;
our traveller fets fail from Whittlefea, in the I{le
of Ely, and fets his compafs, and {preads his
canvals for Cliff, in the thire of Northampton.
In this voyage our traveller in the city of Zion
is loft in a wood ; this, he fays, feemed a ftrrange
country to him, but he adds, that fithermen often
meet many contrary winds and ‘rongh voyages,
and at length come into the right latitude for fith.
All which ferve to thew us that he ftill purlued
his voyage though Joft in a wood. Next he comes
into a right latitude for fith; that is, ke findsa

man in an open country, to whori: hé calls, and
E2
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waves his hat; this is falling into the right lati-
tude for fith. To this man he owns he is loft,
and has been for fome time; the man tells him
that be is in the wrong road for CIiff, and that, if
our traveller will abide with him, he will lead
him there, for he is to preach at his houfe : this
he calls infinite Wifdom direGting him in every
fiep. Our traveller then compares his meeting
with this man to the Lord’s meeting with the
woman of Samaria at the well ; but the Samari-
tan woman and the Chiff man did not fare alike;
for the woman obtained living water, but the
poor man was beaten to the earth with a fling-
fione, and firipped of all his religion, and firock
dumb, which is not giving him the water of life,
but leaving him half dead. This is all; and the
whole account of the fuccefs of this voyage ; and
the flaughter of this Philiftine 1s thus explained,
« He has given me many I believe of the black
fith here.” I am, upon the whole, inclined to
think that he {peaks allegorically, or in a figura-
tive way, by which fome things are mentioncd
and others meant; the thing mentioned is the
flaughter of a Philifine, the thing meant is a
fhoal of black fith, caught with a hook. Black
1s feldom or ever ufed to fet off any thing {pirit-
ually good. The church owns fhe tas black, but
it was with original fin, and being tanned or fun-
burnt by the heat of perfecution ; but our angler's
fifh are all black, and Tbelieve it; and I am fully
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perfuaded that, if the fifh are as black as the devil
himfelf, the fitherman is ten fhades darker than
they. ;

In page 120, our traveller informs wus, that

the Lord’s powerful hand was made known to-
wards him, in a certain minifter; the name of
this minifter was May, an academician of the
Countefs of Huntingdon’s. This man delivered
a fermon againtt the traveller of Zien; his text
was, “Try the Spirits,” &c. This man, it {cems,
laboured to prove that our traveller is a falfe pro-
phet, but lie was {uffered to preach no more, for
foon after this he fell fick and died; and our tra-
veller concludes this narrative thus.
T was fent here to try this man's {pirit, and
proved 1t a falle one; and death came for him,
to prove it more fully, and many more will alfo,
who have called me fo, if grace prevent not.”

The death of this man is confidered as a judg-
ment upon him, for endeavouring to prove that
our traveller is falfe in his prophetic office ; and
he wifely improves this alarming circumftance,
as a warning or caution to all ethers, never to
afcribe falfenefls to a perfon fo facred as Zion’s
traveller.

Anfwer. I am almoft inclined to take thefe
feathers as an addition’ to my plame; for if our
traveller, whofe covering is my fkin, and whole
whole treafure is my experience, and whofe beft
words are my fayings; I (ay, if be, thus difguifed,
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commands fuch rcfpe&, and is thus diferiminated,
what 4may not the Coalheaver himfelf expeét ?

In page 141, our traveller has a florm, the
enemy roars, evil reports are ipread, under which
he owns that he grumbles; and with difficuity
bears uyp: thefe things, he fays, are weighty,
when he walks with a fiff neck; but when,
throngh grace, he is enabled to floop to it, he
finds relief. But it is by line upon line, precept
upon precept, here a litle and there a llttle, that
this leffon is learned.

Anfwer. Our traveller has caft a fipgular light
upon that paffage of holy writ; pride, and bhu-
mility, feem to him to be th¢ fubftance of the
text. A ftorm, attended with Satan’s roar, and
the circulation of evil reports, thefe are weighiy
when he walks with a fiiff neck; but when
through grace he is enabled to floop to it, then
he finds relief. This ftiff neck, and want of {ub-
miffion, is one part of the text; and flooping to
it, and. finding relief, is the other; his being
exercifed with pride, is line upon line; and find-
ing relief when humbled, 1s precept upon pre-
cept; feeling pride is here a little, and getting
humble is there a little, for fo he exprefsly fays.
¢ ] had no {mall ftorm, during this time, for the
devil roared loud; manifold were the evil reports
that went ont of me, and much diﬁ'iculty did 1
find in bearing of it, oftén grumbling like a bear
with a fore head. But this I learned by it, that



when [ walked with a ftiff neck I found it very
weighty; but when, through grace, enabled to
ftoop to it, I found much relief. - But it is by
“line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little
and there a little, that this leflfon is learned; but
all Satan firove could not get the word away.
The man whofe houfe I preached at, by his own
account would bave turned me out of doors, if he
could; for he thought I was his greatet enemy,
he was fo cat down, under my preaching, from
time to time; and often thought to write to Lon-
den to me, never to cbme there any more. This
he was alio reftrained from; and the Lord bas
fince caufed him to know of a truth, whofe fer-
vant I am.” 1 always thought that the prophet
was {peaking of the holy feriptures, and not of a
fiiff neck, nor an humble mind, when he wrote
thofe words: * But the word of the Lord was
unto them precept upon precept, precept upon
precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a
Iittle, and there a little; that they might go and
fall backward, and be broken, and f{nared, and
taken,”* Ifaiah ®xviii. 13. The prophet fays, this
is the word of the Lord, which differs widely
from our traveller’s fiff neck and humble mind.
Thefe lines and precepts are fent that men might
go and fall backward ; but our traveller increafes
in learning, and gets on; and, inflead of being
broken by thefe precepts, he gets more whole ;
and, inftead of being enfnared, he gets free; and,
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inftead of being taken as a hypocrite, he gets
eftablithed as a ];Srophet, for fo he concludes;
“ And the Lord hath caufed him fince to knéw,
of a truth, whofe fervant I am,”

At'Duddington, within two miles of Cliff, a
chapel was foon fhut againft our traveller, and,
the fhoes on his feet being old, he finds fome
difficulty in travelling. He returns to Whittle-
fea, wherc another favourable circumfiance ap-
pears, a woman fhoes the feet of his body; our
traveller thoes the feet of her faith with the gof-
pel of peace; fhe lays up fome trifle for her fire,
of a temporal kind; he lays up for her a fpiritual
treafure; and this branch of fervice is thus ex-
plained : A

« Thus the children lay up in fiore tem-
porals for the parents; and the parents lay up
in fore fpirituals for their children; and the
Moft High caufed 3ll his goodnefs, both in pro-
vidence and grace; to pafs before me.” Page 122.

Anfwer. Thefe [aft words, and the diftin@ion
obferved between providence and grace, are moft
certainly all my own, and are to be found in
almoft all my writings; and it is moft true, that
whatever is needful for the foul, as well as for the
body, are equally provided by God, and may
with propriety be called, The provifion of the
Almighty, or his Providence.. But in one par-
ticular the Traveller and the Coaltheaver do not
fpeak the fame things, but differ widely. [ have
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always maintained, and infifted, that all grace
muft be within; that quickening grace, illumi-
nating grace, pardoning grace, juftifying grace,
fin-fubduing grace, and {upporting grace. befides
a.good hope through grace, and the grace of faith-
and love, mutft all be in the believer’s heart ; ‘but
our traveller has fuch a high opinion of my ex-
perience and dofirine, that, if he does bat pilfer
two words in a whole page, he imagines himfelf
to be fecure: though as my ape he disfigures me,
and as my enemy he betrays himfelf. None are
more dexterous than he at fiealing materials, none
are bigger fools in putting materials together.
All his grace paffes before him ; this is true, for
he never had any grace in him ; fome words that
he fpeaks may be truth; but the treafure that
comes out of his heart, and by which he is to be
known, is from the devil himfelf, and from na
other.

Page 123, Zion's traveller returns from his
excurfion to the great metropolis; a great door,
and an effedtual, is opened to him at Spital-
Fields; many flock 'from the weft end of the
town to hear him, who {it under the gofpel at
Providence Chapel.

Anfwer. Who thefe perfops are I know-not,
but if our traveller will fecure them all to himfelf,
fo that they never come back to me, I will give
him a hundred guineas; they may help to adorn
his affumed office, but they are a difgrace and



( 8 )

a fcandal to mine, having no cyes to fee through
fuch a traveller as he. And this I firmly believe,
that every one that has endeavoured to fupport
our traveller in his miniftry, and every one that
has or thall bid him God fpeed, fhall fhare in
his evil deeds; the mouth of the Lord has fpoken
this; and they thall find it no ealy matter to
‘bring their fhoulders. from under this burden;
and I believe that fome have felt this weight
already. Our traveller next defcribes fome of
his audience, and the influence that was upoh
them.

Page 123. “ Among thefe was a Mr.S——p,
an old member. He f2id to a friend that fat near
him, Blefs the Lord, he 1s in the fecret. When
I came out he took me by the hand and faid, I
never knew the meaning of this fcripture clearly
until now. Unknown, and yet well known, i.e.
a {’cranger'_ in perfo:;,' but known in the Spirit.
I was brought up to {pend the evening at Mr.
S g's houfe, Great Brook Street, where
many were aflembled.  This old gentleman would
not fuffer any other to fpeak; but called out,
Let the Lord’s fervant clear it up, he handles it
like a workman. Another ancient member, Mr.
M——ch, fhook hands with me, and left balf-a-
guinea in my hand; while all, with one accord,
agreed they were fure 1 would foon be in Provi-
dence pulpit.”

Anfwer, If this old member knew not the
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meaning’ of fo plain a text as that, heisbut a
novice in Chrift’s fchool; and, if our traveller
can give no better definition of it, he is a bigger
fool than the other. ¢ Unknown, and yet well
known; that is, a firanger in perfon, but known
in the Spirit;” this is our traveller's explanation,
and this is the old member’s wonder. If.this be
Paul’s meaning, one half of it is abfolutely false.
Paul, in the minifiry, was of long flanding; and
when, or where, has there appeared a more pub-
lic chara&ter than he? And I doubt not but
he was perfonally known to more than a million
fouls, being fo often in fome of the moit popu-
lous cities of the eaft. The mob at Jerufalem
knew him-in perfon; for, when they faw him,
they faid,This is he, and cried out, Men of ifiael,
help; which fhews that he was not a ftranger
in perfon fo them, for they knew him by fight.
I doubt not but there are more than two hundred
thoufand fouls in this kingdom thzat know me;
and how can I'be a flranger in perfon to thefe ?
Paul was perfonally known to God, Father, Son,
and Spirit, to angels, to the world, to the faints,
and even to the devils themfelves; for this was
acknowledged more than once; « Paull know,”
fays the devil. “ but who are ye?” A&s xix. 15.
Paul was not a firanger, in perfon, to any of
thefe; fo that our traveller’s wifdom, aud theold
member’s wonder, amount to nothing lefs than
an arrant lie. I doubt not but many would like
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to fee our traveller in Providence pulpit; fome
throngh ignorance, not being able, like many in
the Corinthian church, to diftinguifh between a
{piritual man and an incarnate devil ; and others,
through an over fondnefs for novelty, rather than
go without a change, would fooner fee a wolf in
theep’s wool than a theep in his own fleece; but
then evep this would not do for a conftancy, but
only for once and away, for thofe, who, are the
moft forward to cry fuch up, would not be the
laft to cry fuch down. Time has been that my
heart was too open; I was for taking all in, and
bringing all on; but thofe very perfons who took
an advantage of my open door were the only
perfons who eventually fhut it up. It is now
rather too late in the day for Zion s traveller and
the Coalheaver to ceme together; I know more
of ‘Satan and his devices now than formeily;
and this traveller is the exprefs image of him.
He bas flayed me alive, and covered himfelf with
my fkin; and would he take my cabin alfo? o
far from this, that | would not fuffer him to fleep
in my dog-kennel, expeéting no lefs than that he
would burn my houfe before morning ; for a man
that can a& the flage-player in God’s name, and
in God’s fight, as he bas in this book, muft be
fully qualified apd theroughly furnithed for every
evil work.

Page 195, our traveller has another door
opened to him: the minifter of that place calls it
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a b\éﬂ'mg that our traveller came under the roof
of his chapel. But this gentleman it feems was
ignorant of the fingular work appointed for out
traveller; and then he proceeds with his accus-
tomed bold, daring, and infolent way of palm-
ing himfelf upon the Lord: take it in his own
words.

« The Lord’s fervant js fenit to do a different
work from that which moft hearers imagine;”
« And the Lord faid unto me, Behold, I have
put my words into thy mouth. See, I have this
da—y fet thee over the nations, and over the king-
doms, to root out, and to pull down, and to dee
ftroy, and to throw down ; to build ard to plant.”

Anfwer. Some things here are abfolutely falfe,
though others in fome fenfes may be true. That
this traveller 1s a fervant of the Lord 1s falle, for

“he knows nothing of my Lord and Mafter, nor is
this book the voice of him, nor has it the leaft
refemblance of it; nor has the Lord ever put his
word in our traveller's mouth, for his words are
ftolen from me, therefore this alfo is a lie; and
yet | doubt not but that he has his work to do;
and that his'end will be according to his works
is what I firmly believe. His work appears to
me to be. this; that fome of the non-ele@, wha
appear to have fome tendernefs, fear; and fecling
about them, may be hardened and emboldéned,
until they are enabled to hate, fcord, and deride
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the juft, and then go out into the world with
the evident tokens of perdition upon them; that
others, «ho have waited at wifdom’s gate for the
coming of the law of faith, and have not ob-
fained, but, being weary of waiting, have embraced
our traveller’s affurance, which is not the faith of
God, but the prefumption of Satan; and this ful-
fils the. faying of the wife man, * That the foul
be without knowledge is not good, and he that
hafterieth with his feet finneth.” The firlt claufe
of that text the finner feels; this makes him fick
of waiting, and his hafte in grafping a fale con-
fidence is both his deception and his ruin. In
fhort, to harden and embolden the fimple, to for-
tify and #affen the arrogant, to confirm the pre-
fumptuous, and to terrify and affright the timid
with bis affumed office; his authority, and with
the judgments that he fays have fallen upon thofe
who have eppofed him; to raife a falfe rumour
of himfelf in the world, to be a wandering flar to
the blind, to blow to and fro with various winds
of dodlrine, to ferve as a fan io the Lord's floor,
by colfe&ting the chaff from it; thefe feem to me
to be the work and labour of this traveller of
Zion. Our traveller having received orders from
the Lord, as he f{ays, to root out, to pull down,
and to deftroy, and to throw down; to build and
to plant, page 125 ; the converfation of profeflors-
in the prefent day is contrary to thefe orders re-
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teived by our traveller, for they talk of building
up; but this be oppofes: take it in his own
words, ‘

Page 126, « But the firft work of the Lord’s
fervant is to root out; this is laborious work, and
muft be done with the mattock, that the little
hill of Zion, which he raifes up, may not have
the fear of briers and thorns come thither, but
be for the fending forth of oxen and for the tread-
ing of lefler cattle,” [faiah vii. 25. “And while
he is at this grubbing work he often gets the
edge taken off by the many coarfe ftones he meets
about the root. Sometimes he gets down to the
Philiftines to sharpen it, often in this day, and
alfo he has a file for this purpofe, 1Sam. xiii 21
the Lord whets his foul afreth.”

Anfwer. Our traveller involves us once more
in his profound myfteries; a jumble of things are
brought in and huddled together, but nothing
expliined. He fays, the work of the Lord’s fer-
vant is_to root out: this he tells us is laborious
work, and muft be done with the mattock. That
this implement of hufbandry is mentioned in
feripture is true, and was often ufed upon hard
dry hills where the plough could not work; it
was at times ufed by Ifrael in his wars with the
Philiftines; but what our traveller means by it I
know not, but this I know, it is not to be found
among all the infiruments of hufbandry men-
tioned in the New Teftament; nor yet in the
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whole parioply of atmoury of Ipiritual Weapons
mhefitioned by the apoftie Paul, fo that it is pecu-
liar to Zion’s traveller; and an awkward, clumf{y
tool it is, and may well befit the workman that
dfés it. He next informs us of the ofe of this
mattock; it is
« That the little hill of Zion, twhich he raifes
dp, may not have the fear of briers and thoris
comé thither, but be for the fendinig forth of
oxen, and for the freadifig of léffer cattle,” Ifaiah
vii. 25.
¥ do not find the hill of Zion ance mentioned
iir the whole of that feventh chapter of IHaiah,
tiot he neithet. We have an account of a con-
federacy betweerr Syfid and Ephraim to invade
Jerufalem, and fet up a tool of their own fo be
king itr it. The Saviour’s birth of a virgin is
promrfed to Ahaz, to deliver him from hi$ fears,
whick is in effec¥ telling him that the royal fine
of Diavid fhall continue till Meffiah comes, not-
withfiariding all the oppofition made againft it.
And the prophét gives Abaz to underfiand, that
if be does nof helieve he fhall not be eftablithed,
sid, fo eontfirm him, tells him that this confede-
facy fhall mét ftand, nor come to pafs. But,
though Ahaz efcapes this calamity, ancther dwaits
himy nartiely, the hoft of the Affyrians, calléd the
Bee, and the Egyptian auxiliaries, cafled the fly;
and theéfe are f0 muke theit fettile vaflies defolate,
ind take their firong holds, called rocks; and, as
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thefe are all idolaters ahd come: for plunder, they
were to the houfe of Ifrael briers and thorns. The
deftru&ion of thefe is called fhaving of them from
the beard to the hair of the feet; that is, from the
head; who is the king, to the baggage driver;
that in thefe calamities the fcattered Ifraelites
thould flee to the barren mduntains, and, for
want of a plough or a fpade, they thould ufe the
mattock to dig with, in order to obtain their (uf-
tenance; and, as here is nothing on thefe hills but
bairennefs; there would be no fear of thefe briers
or thorns coming thither ; and, moreover, if they
could efcape to thefe mountains with a few head
of cattle, the fertile vallies thould be fo pillaged
and firipped as that they fhould have the vallies
to ftock with the finall remnant of oxen, or leffer
cattle, bred upon thefe barren hills... But our tra-
veller calls thefe hills Mount.Zion, 4nd his mat-
tock is to root up the ungodly, the hypocritical,
and their covetous praétices, that fuch charaéters
may not be found ini Zion. That Sinai is a bar-
ren mouritain I grant ; bt the ele& of God, whe

God finds them, are more in the vallies than
in the mountains ; they are in the valley of the
thadow of death when he fhines upon them, and
in the horrible pit and miry clay when he briﬁgs
them up; it is the poor from the duft, and the
beggar from the dunghill, that the Lord raifes up ;
and, indeed, all muft take their feat in the loweft

F
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room before our Lord will bid them go up higher.
Our traveller concludes, that

“ While he is at this grubbing work, he often
gets the edge of his mattock taken off by the
many coarfe flones he meets about the root.
Sometimes he gets down to the Philiftines to
fharpen it, often in this day; and alio he has a
file for this purpofe.”

But what this mattock is I know not: the
root of thefe briers and thorns, and the coarfe
ftones about the root, are not explained to us;
the grindftones among the Philiftines, and the
file that our traveller ules to fharpen his mattock
with, are things too high for me, I cannot attain
unto them; nor do I believe that any foul upon
earth can, except it be Mrs. Willis,

In page 128 our traveller calls upon a friend;
it was on a Monday. He afks the woman of the
houfe where fhe heard the day before. She an-
fwered, At Providence Chapel in the morning, and
very comfortably. He then afked, Did you not go
there in the evening? She faid, No; I went to
Surry Chapel, and heard a very comfortable dif-
courfe there alfo. He faid, How is it yon hear ?
for I am certain there is as much difference be-
tween the two as between the devil and true
holinefs.

This fits juft as eafly upon my mind, as the
evil {pirit did upon Paul and his colleagues, when
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by the devil they were cried up as fervants of the
moft high God, who fhewed the way of falvation,
A@s xvi. 17, 18. Nor did I know till now that
I had done any thing evil enough to be {poken
" well of by fuch men as Zion's traveller; I know
that he and his brother, the great apoftle Mr.
White, did fome time ago cry me up in both
their pulpits: but, by the many letters I have re-
ceived from them fince, I was in hopes that they
had long fince changed their voices, and ftood in
doubt concerning me. However I do not defire
any fuch puffers at my auion; if I honour my
God, he will honour me; if I work the work of
the Lord, my work and workmanthip fhall {fpeak
for me; and if thefe do not I have nothing elfe
to recommend me; they may cry me down who
pleafe: « Let another praife thee, and not thine
own mouth ; a firanger, and not thine own lips,”
Prov, xxvii. 2.

In page 130 our traveller receives a letter from
a country ‘fquire near Exeter, which was fent
with an order for fome of his publications, which
were to be fent to Exeter and Briflol. This order
of the "fquire’s proves to be a fiction, which cur
traveller finds out, as he tells us, by prayer, he
having an emnifcient friend to afk counfel of,
which this 'fquire and his accomplices know
nothing of. And this account of the 'fquire's ill
defign is concluded with our traveler’s ufual con-

fidence, which muft .unavoidably prove fatal to
F 2 ’
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the "fquire and all concerned with him in the end,
for fo he concludes; “1 do believe the author of
that letter, and thofe concerned with him, their
end is to be burned.”

In page 131 our traveller is again in perils.
“ My furnzce was thus continually hot with one
and another breaking out againft me, as' well as
the daily exercife of foul for matter to bring forth
to my hearers. As for reading authors, this hath
been ever kept from me ; if [ attempted it, 1 was
feized with a darknefs, and .conftrained to lay
fuch by and go to the fcriptures, and to watch
what was going on in my, own foul.”

Anfwer. Among all the angels that fell, Satau
has in all things the preeminence. He was the
firft that conceived pride in his -mind, as Paul
tells Timothy ; he was the firft in rebellion, the
firk in murder, and has the honour of being
fiyled ¢ the father of lies,” being the firft that
ever told one, and in this the greateft oppofite to
God. Nezxt to the devil, Zion's traveller and the
prefent French emperor are, I do believe, the
greateft liars in the world ; and the devil bas fuch
pofleflion of them as to make it almoft impoffible
that any thing like truth fhould drop-from either
of them, ¢ As for reading authors,” fays our tra-
veller,  this hath been ever kept from me;” when
I can find my own fayings almoft in every page
of this curious performance.

In page 131 our traveller is in labour again.
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He bas to preach of an evening, but he-is under
~ a burden; he prays, but prevails not; however,
at laft thefe words burft from the contents of hjs
grief, « May the Lord deliver me if [ am to go.”
When our traveller uttered that petition, the fol-
lowing words came powerfully to the foul of our
traveller, and gave him relief; “ My little chil-
dren, of whom I travail in birth again until Chrift
be formed in you.” That night the word was
powerfully bleffed to William Cant; and fince
that the Lord has called the wife of that man
under the miniftry of our traveller, who is now,
he fays, labouring under a deep law-work.
Anfwer, ] have no fuch fuccels in my labours,
what little I perceive goes on flowly: but our
traveller's converts are like the Hebrew women
in Egypt, they are fo firong and lively that they
are delivered before they come upon the ftools.
For my part, I thould efteem a bleffing from Ba-
Jaam above all the bleflings of Zion’s traveller,
for T have no doubt but God will curfe all fuch
devilith bleflings, as he did in the days of old,
Mal. ii. 2; and William Cant will find this to
his forrow in fome future period, for the devil
has deceived him. The call of Mrs. Cant is more
wonderful than that of her hufband. She, our
traveller fays, is called, but where to I know not,
nor he neither. She is not called to the fellow-
thip of the Saviour, nor to Mount Zion, nor to
the heavenly Jerufalem ; not to God the judge of
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all, nor to the Mediator of the new covenant; but
to Mount Sinai ; for, though the is called, yet the
is not juftified ; therefore fhe is not called by
grace, but by works; nor is fhe called to inherit a
bleffing, but to feel a curfe; not called to liberty,
but to bondage, for the is under a deep law-
work. We fee what an excellent workman our
traveller is, and what a competent judge he is of _
a high, holy, and heavenly calling, which leaves
fouls under the wrath and. curfe of the law, «1If
it were poffible,” fays oar Lord, ¢ they thould
deceive the very eleét;” but this being impofiible,
none but the non-ele¢t fhall ever be finally de-
ceived by fuch travellers: and even he himfelf
has been of ufe to me, My private judgment of
the old houfekeeper, and fome others of the fame
caft, has been fully confirmed that it was a judg-
ment according to truth, Others in a profeffion
have been made more manifeft by their attach-
ment to, and approbation of, our traveller ; which
ferves to convince the wife that their bond of
union is the bond of iniquity; and, as the wile
man fays, their guefts are in the depths of hell.
Some few, who have hung as a peft at'the gates
of Zion, have been handed back into their own
country, and appear no more at the gates of the
righteous. Some alfo, who have more money
than grace, have been eafed of that burden ; and
not a few; who were difcontented with plain,
fimple truth, have been given up to believe a lie,
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and even to impoverith themfelves by fupporting
the liar; and fome few, who weré too wife in
their own eyes, have found that their own wif-
dom has perverted them, not being able to dif-
‘tinguifh between Chrift in an ambaffador of peace,
and the devil in a fheep’s fkin. This work, by
the juft judgment of God, our traveller has been
permitted to engage in; and this I firmly believed
from the beginning of his travels; and I watched
the fuccefs that attended him, and was foon con-
vinced that, like the lying fpirit in Ahab’s pro-
phets, he would both perfuade and prevail alfo,
1 Kings xxit. 29, as he certainly has; and, this
bufinefs b’eiﬁ‘g now nearly finithed, he will foon
be on his travels again. Our traveller next in-
forms his corréfpondent, to whom he writes, that
the devil is highly incenfed at the converfion of
William Cant and his wife, and other {uch mi-
raculous operations; for fo he writes.

« This work makes Satan and his children
roar violently, {eeing the havock making in his
kingdom ; but may the Almighty continue this
work, and uphold his fervant in the fire!”—
Page 152.

Anfwer. This reproach and fcandal caft upon
the devil is falfe, and without foundation; Satan
is not divided againft himfelf; nor will he op-
pofe or roar againfi the labours of our traveller;
for I have not a fingle doubt but all our travel-
ler’s converfions are the devil’s own work ; his
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converts the devil’s deceived ones, and our tra-
veller himfelf Satan’s own tool. Nor will he, -or
his work; or his workmanthip, make any inroads
into Satan’s empire, or In any fenfe either weaken
or depopulate it, but rather increafe it, promote
it, and firengthen it; for impoftors in the minif-
try are Satan’s own ambafladors, and hypocrites
in religion are Satan’s pages ; all fuch fupport his
‘throne and increafe his revenue. Qur traveller’s
prayer is, “ May the Almighty continue this
work.” To which I apfwer, God forbid; for
there is toq much of this fort of bufinefs going on
all over the kingdom.

"The traveller’s work wonderfully profpers in
his hands, in the midft of all his enemies and
their oppofitions ; for fo he writes.

Page 143. ¢¢ All their efforts fail in the end,
as the Jews’ envy and malice did againft Paul and
Barnabas; and as many as were ordained to eter-
nal life believed. So, in the midf of all, the de-
{pifers envy in this day, who are to wonder and
perifh. 1 bave now received. a letter from a
daughter in the faith, that is brought up out of
the horrible pit and miry clay, where fhe could
find no fianding for above two years.” '

Anfwer. Who all thefe many daughters in the
faith are, that I bave met with, or overtaken in
this performance, I know not; but this I will
fay, that they are a parcel of ungrateful wretches
not to fpread the fame of their benefador, with-
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out putting him to the expenfe and labour of
founding his own trumpet. None of our travel-
Jer’s daughters have done their duty by him with
fuch zeal as Lord Gage’s old houfekeeper; fhe,
poor foul, travelled as hard as Zion’s traveller him-
felf, till both fhoes and money failed ; he fhould
have had her thod all round at his own expenfe,
rather than let her lie idle, when heralds and
trumpeters are fo much wanted. Ifurthermore,
there are fome things that occur in this perform-
ance wholly unaccountable tome ; the one is, his
confpicuous call and commiffion to the miniftry,
which, as he fays, is of the Lord ; next, his com-
munion and wonderful familiarity with him,
according to his account; next the innumerable
promifes {fpoken to him, the miracles wrought in
his favour, the repeated deliverances that have
attended him, the firong faith that dwells in him,
the anfwers that he gets to his prayers, and even
fometimes before he fpeaks. A man thus called,
commiffioned, furnifhed, and fent forth; a man
thus owned, honoured, blefled, and favoured;
would, no doubt, as Paul did, travel in the ful.
nefs of the bleffings.of the gofpel of peace; and,
according to the fcripture account of fach ambaf-
fadors, there is a beauty in their feet who bear
true tidings; and, when the rams of Nebaioth
minifier to the church, finners are faid to fly like
a cloud, and as doves to their windows, Ifaizh
Ix. 8. But, inftead of this, our traveller has fcarce
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a dove in the cot; nothing left but one poor old
hen before mentioned, and even fhe has brooded
and fcratched for our traveller, till fhe has fcarcely
food or feathers left.

Nor can I'account for thefe things by reafon,
for we daily fee that the fame of a fkilful phy-
fician flies far and wide by every foffering perfon
who receives any benefit under his hands. And
was Zion’s only traveller fo fkilful in midwifery,
and fo fuccefsful as this performance reprefents
him to be, I fhould conclude that his pradtice
would be {o great as to render it impoffible for
him to pull off his clothes from week’s end to
week’s end; but, infiead of this, we bave accounts
of wonderful (uccefs, but no patients. He tells us
of innumerable deliverances among the daughters
of Zion, fo that he is indeed Zion’s iraveller; but,
could we fee his day-book, we fhould not find
the name of one pregnant woman that has be-
fpoken him. The truth of the matter is, he is
not willing to live honeﬁly: he has evér; ftripped
the old Coatheaver of what few lacks of wool he
had, and has clothed himfelf with them, which
is not doing as be would be done by. But there
is a power that will diftinguifh between the wolf
and the fheep’s {kin, and this our traveller will
find. He now -goes on exalting himfelf, and
there is a providence that follows hard after, de-.
bafing him; and both contemptible and bafe will
he be, fooner or later, before all his profelytes,
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except the old heufekeeper; for with the fame
judgment that he judges fhall he himfelf be
judged; with the fame meafure he metes thall it
be meafured to him; and when he has done with
the mote he fhall feel the beam. He has for
feveral years fent his epitles to me ; but his hands
are too roagh for the hands of Efau, and his
voice will never be taken for the voice of Jacob.
He has written to Mr. Brook, not to make him
an offender for a word, but for every word. He
has loaded Mr. and Mrs. Martin of Downham, in
the Ifle of Ely, with a packet of {cum, filth, froth,
and vengeance, He has delivered to Satan Mr.
Burgefs, who he knows nothing of. He has re-
probated Mrs..Thomas Biddle, a very domefiie,
frugal, motherly, and honourable chara&er. He
has vomited up the fame dregs upon the venera-
ble Mr. Jenkins, who is, through grace, an horeft
faithful man, and as honourable a chara&ter as
any in the land of the living.” He has given him
orders to caft away his confidence in God, and
to relinquifh both his profeffion and his hope;
and by what authority ?- by the authority of Satan
and no other; and I believe that our traveller
will never be an orphan while the devil has a
being. As for this his book, I defy him to prove
that there is any one feripture truth broumght
forth, advanced, cleared, eftablifhed, or defended,
in it; or that there is one branch of found ex-
perience, confifient svith the operations 'of God,
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or that in any fenfe tallies with the inward teach-
g of that un&ion that comes from the Holy
One. In every line, arrogance, infoicnce, lies,
and prefumption, are confpicuous enough; and
in every page I find my own experience and fay-
ings mutilated, disfigured, and diftorted, which
is redundant; for I was ugly enough before, with-
out his additions to my {fuper-aboundings. I muft
alfo retaliate upon fome real or pretended friends,
by telling them that Satan has ne fuch ufeful
promoters of his caufe as thofe who frequent the
courts of Zion, When falfe prophets ftart up,
what can they do alone, or with notorio’ns? fin-
ners? juft nothing; they may walk about Zion,
go round about her, tell the towers, mark her
bulwarks, and confider her palaces, and then
haften. away, and that is-all. But, when the
wifeft, in their own eyes, in the Corinthian
church, approve, admire, juflify, and fuffer fuch’
fools to preach, and to hear them gladly, feeing
they themfelves are wife—thefe, and fuch as thefe,
are the only promoters of thefe impoftors; what
the falfe apoftles conceived, thefe received and
- jointly eftablithed; and, if it was not for fuch fools,
they muft end where they began.

I am weary of purfuing this wriggling fer.
pent; but I muft mention one thing more,
which 1s,

This traveller of Zion has triumphed glo-
sioufly for many months in the death of a poor
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diftreffed woman, who he affirms was given up
to madnefs, and died curfing and fwearing, for
oppofing him.

I afk this traveller to inform me how he came
by this knowledge ? namely, that this calamity
or judgment came upon this poor woman for the
oftenfible purpofe of oppofing him. The caufe
of this woman's calamity, the defigns of God in
it, and the doom of her foul, are truly known to
none but God. Then let this traveller inform
me how he came by this knowledge? from God
he never had it, for he never heard his voice at
any time, nor faw his fhape, Johnv. 37. And
be it fo that this poor creature, when light-headed
with the great force of her-difeafe, as many are
in a brain fever, and other forts of fevers: fup-
pofe, I fay, that, under fuch circumftances, the
aftually did curfe and (wear! our traveller can no
more fend her to hell for this than he can fend
Peter there; he curfed and damned too: the
fcriptures fay that he curfed and fwore. Peter
was In his fenfes, but this woman was net; Peter
denied his Lord, which this woman did not;
Peter {wore he did not know the Saviour, which
was an arrant lie. By all thefe things Peter’s fin
was greater, and attended with more aggravating
circumftances, than her’s was; and 'yet he was nei-
ther Satan’s child, nor Satan’s prey.

And fuppofe the worlt, that this woman was
really out of her mind; the inceftuous perfon in
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the Corinthian church was delivered up to Satan
as well as the ; not for damnation, but for the de-
firuction of the fleth, that the fpirit might be
faved in the day of the Lord Jefus. Neither
Peter’s oaths nor the inceftuous perfon’s madnefs
ended in perdition.

Let our traveller relate alfo the injury that this
poor woman fuftained; the procuring caufe of
her diftrefs and mifery was our traveller himfelf.
Mr. George Biddle, I am informed, {at under me
for fome years: I do not know him, nor to my
knowledge did I ever fee him; but his wife I
did know, and I believe that fhe was an honeft,
cleanly, induftrious woman, and both a good
wife and a good mother, and by no means defti-
tute of the fear of God.

Her hufband left our chapel, and became a
zealous follower of our traveller, which it feems
was a grief of mind to Ner, and fhe did not go
with her hufband, but abede among us. She one
day came to fpeak to me, and I liked her con-
verfation much. She complained, and was much
grieved, becaufe her hutband had fuch an attach-
ment to our traveller; the faid the was fure that
he would do him no goad, that the traveller was
leading” her poor bufband wrong, and that he
was wafting his fubftance, and injuring his-own
family, to fupport the caufe of Zion's travelier;
and it was the hufband of this poor womran who
was principally concerned in building thé travel-
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ler’s chapel, which fome fay coft Mr. Biddle not
lefs than nine hundred or a thoufand pounds,
And Ilet -our traveller inform us w ether this
chapel was made fure to Mr. Biddle, to fecure
him from lofing all this property, or whether our
traveller ‘did not fecure the place to himfelf.
Thefe were the things which this poor woman
complained of; thefe overwhelmed her with grief;
her hufband feldom at home and in his bufinefs,
fhe was deprived of his company; and, as fhe
conceived, deprived in a great meafure of his
affe€tions, as well as of their property; and fhe
was fure that in religion her hufband was led in
a way that would do him no good. And it 15
plain to me that the woman was right, that what
fhe faid was the truth, and that fhe had much
more light than her hufband had. Nor have I a
fingle dgubt but Mr. Biddle himfelf now fees as
his wife did, oi elfe how comes it to. pafs that
the chapel be built, and all its coft, and Zion’s
traveller himfelf, and all his converts, are now
deferted and abandoned by him ¥ He fuffers. all
this lofs, and is come back to his old place; by
all which he bas confirmed the confidence and
judgment of his wife. And well had it been for
him had he afted as Abraham was bid to do at
the expulfion of Hagar, < In all that Sarah has
faid hearken to her voice;” he would have had
more money and more peace than he now has.

It feems that it was no fmall mortification to
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this poor woman to find that all her advice and
counfel given to her hufband in fecret was by him
carried to our travéller, which brought the wrath;
the refentment, and imprecations of our traveller
upon her: and, between her hufband and the tra-
veller, the poor creature was terrified with the
judgments of God upon herfelf, thinking fhe
might have done wrong in oppofing him in his
miniftry, and her hufband for hearing him; and
therefore permitted the traveller to vifit her; when
he faw her diftrefs, he himfelf faid < It is a work
of grace:” whereas be knows no more of a work
of grace than Satan; nor can he deferibe one grace
of the covenant, ndr one fruit of the Spirit: if he
can, let him, and by God’s help I will anfwer
him till his heart is fick. Upon the whole, if
this woman perithed for oppofing our traveller,
fhe perithed for a good work, for a {pirit of dif-
cernment, and for-a judgment of truth; and the
woman's hufband abandoning him fhews that
‘he is now of the fame judgment with his wife;
and the blaft of God upen this traveller vifibly
confirms the judgment of the woman alfo. None
have ufed more craft and cunning to draw dif-
ciples after him than he has; and, infiead of fuc-
ceeding, moles and bats, hypocrites and world-
lings, defert him, all except Mrs. Willis and Mrs,
Robinfon ; thefe will be ever learning. And he
is hated and bateful go where. he will; not for
Chrift’s fake, for he knows him not; nor for the
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kingdom of (God's fake, for be is ignorant of that ;
but he is hated for his arrogance, infolence, and
lies, Surelyif the Almighty has fent him, and he
had fought the honour of God, he would never
appear fo contemptible and bafe before all fober
people as he now does. The hundred pounds
from Mr. Stubbs, and all the hundreds from Mr.
Biddle towards his chapel, do not appear to be
accompanied with God's blefling, but with a vifi-
ble curfe; poor he fill is, and poor he will re=
main. He preaches, he writes, he travels; but
God’s hand is againft him go where he will, for
he is notorioufly wicked ; in profeffion a hypo-
crite; ifi the minifiry a wolf in fheep’s clothing,
witnefs his disfiguring my converfion and expe-
rience, and publithing it as his own; a charge
that never was brought againft the devil him-
Flf!

THE END.

T. Berfiey, Peinter;
BeltCourt, ﬂecx‘Sm.:, Lokskag.



