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TO

THE REV. MR. HUNTINGTON.

REY. AND DEAR SIR,

F'rom a defire that the condefcendin g
goodnefs of God, to one of his moft unworthy
creatures, may not pafs unacknowledged, 1 take
the liberty of addreffing you on this fubjeét; and,
knowing, as I do, in fincerity and truth, that
my aim is not to feek human approbation, nor
merely a name in his church, but to fpeak to the
praife of Him who hath called me out of dark-
nefs into his marvelous light, I follow the ex-
ample of David, in declaring to thofe that fear
God what he hath done for my foul.

The Lord has promifed to fend his people
paftors after his own heart, to feed them with
knowledge and underftanding; by whofe means
the Holy Spirit of all grace and truth makes ma-
nifeft to the heirs of promife, and to them only,
the love of our heavenly Father, which in his
dear Son was fet upon them frem everlafting:
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and that blefled Spirit having condefcended to,
make ufe of you, Sir, in furthering this gracious
mapifeftation in my foul, I hope that my ad-
drefﬁng thefe particulars to you will tend fiill
further {o encourage you in the miniftry which
you have received of the Lord Jefus, the efficacy
of whofe promifed blefling (Matt. xxviii. 20) is
to this day verified in every foul that is quickened
by his word, and.to whom his gofpel is made
- the wifdom of God, and the power of God, to
falvation. Thus thofe who are fent of God to
preach, and thofe to whomi their preaching is
made proﬁtable, may rejoice in the behalf of each
other, as well as of themfelves; and, together
with all his: church, the .fpxrttual Zion, will have
abundant caufe to blefs him for his faithfulnefs
and truth to his covenant prormfes and engage-
‘ments, and for his lovmg-kmdnefs and tender‘
‘mercies, dxfplayed in the falvation of finners
freely by gracc in Chrift Jefus our Lord and on}y
‘Saviour.

Were I to attempt to defcribe all that has
pafled within me, both before and fince it pleafed
the blefled Spirit to give me an experience of his
quickening power, it would only be taking up
your time in endeavouring to do that which you
have often done for me with ten times greater ex-
aéine(s than T could do it with myfelf; and which,
while it proves you to be a feribe well infirudted
in'the kingdom of keaven, has alfo been bleflcd
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to my encouragement, feeing I was thus led in
the footfteps of the flock. Suffice it therefore to
fay, that T had been in a profeffion of religion for
upwards of ten years before I knew any thing of
what true religion was, but it was altogether a
flethly profeflion ; for on leaving my friends in
the country, by whom I had been brought up in
a very regular manner, and coming to London,
where already I had a brother, my defires {6
yearned after my relatives (than whom I believe
none ‘were ever more affeCtionate), that I gladly
took every opportunity of being with him; and
as he, with a companion of his, were earneftly
fecking the way of falvation (and have not fought
in vain), I readily affociated with, and aceoni-
panied them to places of public worthip, and I
foon began to entertain a fuperftitious reverence
for thofe places, often walking bare-headed by
them, efpecially the place where I received the
facrament of bread and wine. The dotrine of
falvation by Jefus Chrift, as a mediator, when
firft unfolded to my natural underftanding,
charmel me as a novelty; as fuch I adopted it
into my opinions, and this paflfed with me for
converfion, I attended the preaching of thofe
who mingled the law with the letter of the gof-
pel, and this often flirred up my legal confcience
againft me; then my aim was to appeafe it; and
when confcience was quieted, either by the fenfe
of guilt wearing off, or by performing dead
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works, 6r by dny other means (no matter how ,
T was fatisfied. T attended prayer and experience
meetings, But tiever knew what it was to have
dccefs to God in prayer, nor ever expefted any
anfiver to ny petitions, further than hoping all
would be well at laft. I could talk fluently on
the dolirines of the gofpel, and this ferved to
nurfe my pride.' Nay, I remember I once went
fo far at one of thefe meetings as to fay that I
could as {oon be brought to believe that there was
no Holy Ghoft, as that I had not found him
prefent with me, when, alas! I knew nothing of
that blefled Spirit’s quickening influence; no-
ﬁﬁng of the power of the ¥ingdom of heaven;
nothihg of the covenant of grace, nor of the love
of God in Chrift Jefus. I was bolftered in felf-
confidence, daubed with untempered mortar, and
vainly puffed up in my flefbly mind. After fome
years I heard Mr. Romaine preach, and then
you, and fat under both for fome time; but,
~ though T had light enough to fee that this
preaching was different from what I had before
attended, and believed it to be the truth, yet, as
the excellency of the power is all of God, and
not of man, I ftill remained a whole-hearted
finner. Thus I went on for years, conlcience at
times ftill reproving me; but, as I had only
jumped into a profeflion at firft in the bonds of
natural affection, and as the charms of novelty
had worn off, at length thefe bonds became
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weaker and weaker, I began to grow more re.
mifs, religion became wearifome to me, and
then, for want of root, my profeflion withered ;
as I had received no benefit from it, it could not
hold me. I returned into the world and its plea-
{ures. again, and became as a tree twice dead,
plucked up by the roots. Yet, as confcience
would never be entirely quiet, I fometimes ufed
-to come to the chapel when the fermon was more
than half over, and then crept in behind, athamed
to fhew my face; nor could I altogether leave
-off prayer, or at leaft attempting to pray; and
there is one thought that would fometimes ftrike
‘my mind, even in this dead feafon, which I have
fince confidered as an indication that God had
not altogether given me up to a reprobate mind;
it was, that if my brother, or any other perfon
‘whom I really believed to be a child ‘of God,
fhould back{lide, or leave his waysand worthip, it
would have grieved me to the very heart to fee
it, both for his own fake, and for the honeur
and caufe of God. In this dreary flate I con-
tinued for, I believe, more than five years, and
never knew what real peace was all the time.
Added to this, my backfliding would caufe all
religion tb fink in the nofirils of thofe who
knew not God, and had feen my former bigh
profeffion, for a backflider I was, and ftill con-
fider myfelf to have been, from the light and
knowledge I had, although there was nothihg of
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a favihg matirre in it. I do not mean to fay that
my profeffion has been of no fervice at all, for I
believe it has fince pleafed the blefled Spirit of
God fo far to make ufe of it, as to thew me, ex-
perimentally, the difference between a form of
godlinefs-and the power thereof, and, by the
confrdaft, to’ make his own work more manifeft.
Alfo, having lecarnt that falvation was only in
Chrift, I did not, when afterwards feeking it
‘earneftly, fly to the letter of commandments to
-earn life by my own endeavours to keep them,
‘though I have found that this fort of knowledge
néver deftroyed the dominion of fin, nor that
legal fpirit that was within me, and for which [
have often had occafion to loathe myfelf, as well
as for my finful nature. But herein appears the
long-fuffering of God in preferving me through
this ftate of ignerance and fin to a future calling;
and [ have often thought it was (if [ may ufe the
expreflion) a double firetch of his great power to
refcue me from the ftrong bands of fin and Sa-
tan, fince it is declared that fuch as were in my
cafe were further from the kingdom of heaven
than publicans and harlots.

About four or five yeafs ago it pleafed the
Lord to lay the guilt of fin upon my confcience
as a burden too heavy for me to bear, fo that I
earneftly defired to flee from the wrath to come;
at other times I felt my fpirit drawn out in fecret
defires and breathings after God: and this bur-



(9)
den and ‘thefe defires continued, fo that I was
led to wait upon the Lord in the public means
of grace, in the hope that I might get fomething
that would fatisfy my foul. ~ About this time I
heard you preach a fermon at Providence Chapel
from thefe words, * The full {oul loaths the ho-
neycomb, but to the hungry foul every bitter
thing is fweet.” This, I believe, was the firft
fermon that I ever heard to real profit. The
bitter things you defcribed were fuch as my foul
then felt; and, bitter as they were, I could truly
fay they were fweeter than all the pleafures of
fin, inafmuch as I was led to hope this was the
way of God’s dealing with his children: and my
defire was that the Lord would be pleafed to
fearch and try me; and, rather than fuffer me to
fall back again into'the way of the world, that he
would ftill further prove me, and know my
thoughts; and, however fharp his chaftifements
might be, that he would flill carry on this
fearching work, and bring me forth to the light,
that I might praife his name. And I do blefs
the Lord that from that time he has never fuf-
fered me to fay, * Prophefy {mooth things, pro-
phefy. deceits;” nor to defire the cry of ¢ Peace,
peace,” to my foul, when God has not {poken
peace, but that every refuge of lies may be
fivept away; that my confcicuce may be expofed
to the glafs of his word, and that I may know
by experience the truth of his owndeclaration,
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< T wound, and I heal.’s And God knows that [
have fince feen {o much of the evils and the de-
ceitfulnefs of my own heart, and my utter in-
ability to think or do the leaft thing of myfelf
that can be acceptable to him, as for ever to ftain
the pride of human glory, and cut off all hope
from an arm of fleth, I think I have been fo
exercifed and difciplined in this way, and fo
foiled in matters apparently the moft eafy.in
“themfelves, that fcarcely any creature can have a2
lower idea, or be more fully convinced than [
am, of the wretched weaknefs of free-will or hu-
man power. Butthe Lord faw the neceffity of
thus dealing with my deceitfal heart and corrapt
nature; and I blefs his name that he has not left
me ignorant of it, though I often, to my forrow,
find it fill clinging to me. About the fame
time a fermon by Mr. Brook, from thefe words
in Ifaiah, ¢ O Lord, thou wilt ordain peate for
us, for thou baft wrought all our works in us,”
afforded me encouragement, from the hope that
there was a fet .time of peace ordained for me,
And here I will alfo note another fermon that he
preached {fome confiderable time afterwards, from
Pfalm lxviii. 20, < He that is our God is the God
of falvation: to God the Lord belong the iffues
from death ;" which was blefled to my refrefh-
ment. But to return: From the period above-
mentioned it has pleafed the Lord to carry on his
work by degrees in my foul; and, though I have
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been very dark, ignorant, and confufed, yet at
times the bleffed Spirit has fhone upon this bis
work, and has given me a little underflanding
in his word, where that work has been deferibed,
to make it more manifeft, fo that I could fay,
« In thy Light we fee light.” At other times,
what has been paffing within has been (o {weetly
defcribed and brought forth from the pulpit, that
although I had not fufficient judgment nor un-
derftanding in the word to make it out myfelf,
yet it has been all fo clearly fet before me, and
the power of it fo exaltly experienced in my
{oul, that it has greatly comforted and efiablifhed
me, and 1 have gone on my way rejoicing in
hope. And, though my memory could fcarcely
carry away ten words of what had been faid, yet
this did not, after a time, fo much trouble me as
before, knowing that I felt the fubftance of thefe
things, and that the kingdom of God flandeth
not in word, but in power. And here I cannot
help noticing, that formerly, when in a dead.
pfofefﬁon, I could talk readily upon any fubje&
in religion, and at any feafon; but now that
fcems to be taken from me, fo that {ometimes T
am fo childifh that [ can bardly exprefs my own
meaning, or defcribe my own feelings, Yet, to
the praife of free grace, I can fay 1 have been
enlightened to fee that in Chrift Jefus is perfe&t
and complete falvation, and that the bleffed Re-
" deemer, with all his faving benefits, is the free
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gift of God. 1 have been quickened to feel my
own need, and find that in him there is every
thing that my neceffities, or the glory of God, can
require, To this rock the Holy Spirit has led
‘me; on this only my hopes of falvation are fixed,
and here by faith I have been enabled to run for
refuge to lay hold on the hope fet before me.
And though my faith is weak, and my unbelief
great,, yet for my encouragentent it is declared,
that Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave ﬁnf
ners, and he that cometh to him fhall in no wife
be caft out; that this is the foundation God has
laid in Zion, againft which the gates of hell fhall
never prevail, and that thofe who build thereon
thall never be athamed or confounded world
without end. Therefore, though faint, T am fill
kept purfuing, and am perfuaded God will never
fuffer me to ftop fhort until I receive the end of
my faith, even the falvation of my foul. And, as
the daily warfare continues, and ftrength is ad-
miniftered accordingly, I do at times find that
by thefe means my fonl has grown in ftability,
even when the fenfible enjoyment of comfort is
withheld; fo that, as the apoftle declares, though
« thefe things, for the prefent, are not Joyous,
but grievous, yet they work out the peaceable
fruits of righteoufnefs to them that are exercifed.
thereby.”

Before I conclude, I with to mention a few
more particulars, which are as follow. [ have.
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fometimes been very dead and barren in foul, both
in private and in public ordinances. The in-
fiuences of the blefled Spirit feemed to have been
withdrawn; the light of God’s countenance hid;
no faith in exercife, nor evidence of my intereft
in the better covenant; I went mourhing and
heavily, crying, My leannefs, my leannefs, wo
untome.” Then unbelief, carnal reafonings, and
hard thoughts of God, have fucceeded, until it
appeared as if all hope muft give up the ghoft,
and confidence be rooted out; my footfteps had
well nigh flipped, and the enemy would carry
all before him. And fo I know he would if it
was left to my management; but, when the north
wind has awoke, and the fouth wind blown upon
the garden, the fpices thereof have again flown
forth. Then hope has revived, faith has received
new ftrength, and my heart has been drawn
forth in thankf’ulnefs and praife, Then F have
found fweet accefs to God in the faith of the great
Mediator, and have even been enabled to claim
him as my.covenant God and Father, being ma-
nifefted to be his child by faith in Chrift Jefus;
and if a fon, then an heir of God, and Joint heir
with Chrift. And, however fhort or feldom thefé
feafons, yet, when I have enjoyed them, I could
truly fay I would not have exchanged them for all
the world, if it could have been offered to me.
Often has my waiting foul been fupplied, my
bungry foul fed, myA dead foul. quickened, my
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weary foul refrefhied, my tried foul eftablithed,
my weak foul ftrengthencd, by the preaching of
the word of grace; and one particular occafion, a
few months back, I muft more efpecially record.
I had been for feveral weeks in great bondage of
fpirit and darknefs of mind, fo thatl was much
caft down and toffed with doubts, and troubled
with fears, Icft I thould never again be brought
up from the horrible pit and miry clay. It was
on a Tuefday evening, when, fetting off to the
city chape), T could not help faying, though
almoft in a defponding way, ¢ I hope I fhall get
{fomething this evening, for the Lord knows I
ftand in need of it.” After being feated a few
minutes in the chapel, before the public worfhip
began, fuddenly the fcales, as it were, fell from
my eyes; I faw that I bad been looking for fruits
" in myfelf inftead of him in whom alone our fruit
is found; that a legal fpirit had entwined itfelf
around me, and that [ had been nurfing this
curfed ‘frame until the dear Redeemer was thruft
into the back ground, and fcarcely notieced; as
fenfibly as a porter can feel his burden thrown
from his fhoulders, fo fenfibly did 1 feel my foul
lightened, and fpring upwards in faith and af

fection to Jefus fitting at the right hand of God-
Then the fervice of the evening commenced, and
I was enabled to worfhip in fpirit and in truth.
Your text was, Pfzlm, xlv. 13, « The King’s
davghter is all glorious within; her clothing is of
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wrought gold.” And O! what did my foul ex-

perience that evening! I never can defcribe it
fully. It feemed as if every word was intended
for me, and for me only. It came in the demon-
firation of the Spirit, and with power. The in-
ward glory was defcribed from the word; I felt
it within, The beft robe, the clothing of
wrought geld, the righteoufne(s of the Re-
deemer, was brought forth, and by faith I laid
hold of it, and pat him on as my {urety. The
king’s daughter, the bride, the Lamb’s wife, was
the object of this grace; and, as a member of that
myftical body, I had joy and peace in believing.
Not that I could a&ually fay I found my fins
then purged away, and pardon fealed home upon
my confcience; but, my foul having been long
barred from accefs to God, a door of hope was
now opened, into which 1 joyfully entered. [
believed in hope, 1 rejoiced in hope; and truly
did you then obferve, that thofe who bhad expe-
rienced thefe things would not be Jeft in the
dark as to what you had been faying, but would
be able to follow and keep pace with you in the
{ame; and fo I found it indeed. Nay, fo won-
derfully did the bleffed Spirit then firengthen
me, that I was enabled in many things to run
before, and you followed with a powerful unéion,
and f{weetly confirmed them. I wifhed the fer-
vice to continue, left in leaving the place I fhould
Jofe what T had received; but the Lord the Spirit
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gave me a fwecet favour and freth revivals of the
fame kind, though not to the fame degree, for
many days after; yea, even to this day I often
find both pleafure and profit in looking back,
with David, to the hill Mizar; -though thefe oc-
cafions, it is true, chiefly occur when it is a kind
of fafting time and mourning with my foul, and
when, for want of the green paftures being opened
to me, or of faith and hope being exercifed in
looking out for a frefh fupply, I am obliged to
gather all the comfort I can from paft tokens: but
though, as before obferved, this fometimes affords
both pleafure and profit, yet I find the hungry
foul cannot be fatisfied without an experience of
the truth of that declaration, « He filleth the
hungry with good things.” And I bave coften
had to acknowledge the faithfulnels of my God
to his promife, that * they that wait upon him
thall renew their ftrength.” It is a barren. {eafon
indeed when I have not found the word in {fome
degree profitable, cither for deélrine, or reproof,
or corre@®ion, or infiruion, or confolation;
though fometimes even this has been the cafe,
and I have come away as dead and unfatisfied as
J went.

1 have feveral times known, when flaggered
with fome adverfe circumftance in providence, or
fome kriotty and apparently contradi¢iory point in
my experience, which I could not for a time re-
concile to the good-will of God towards me,
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nor clear up from the word, nor my former feel-
ings, nor indeed fee what was the end and aim
of God therein; that it hath pleafed the Lord the
Spirit, after exercifing me for fome time, to un-
ravel the myftery, to fhew me what was his will,
aud to make me know that his thus dealing with
me was {uitable to fomething then relating to
my cafe; and by this means he has enabled me
to fit down at his feet in humble acquiefcence,
and my foul has received freth comfort and efta-
blithment from the difpenfation. And here is what
1 have particularly to admire, namely, that you
have been afterwards led to treat upon the "very
fame fubjedls, have given the very fame defcrip-
tion, and have come to the very fame conclufions,
to the no fmall confirmation of my faith and
hope, feeing God hath declared that he gives his
people one heart and one way, and that they are
led by one Spirit.

I have fometimes been tempted to doubt of
the work in my foul, and to fear it was not of
God, becaufe 1t was not effeCled in that {udden,
that outward manner, or with thofc violent oper-
ations that fome perfons have defcribed and felt.
But, after fome time, this temptation was effec-
tually anfwered to my comfort by the parables of
the grain of muftard feed and the little icaven hid
in three mcafures of meal until the whole was
ieavened. And, blefled he God, I have Leen
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enabled {o fee that this living principle of his
grace implanted within me has fprung up and
increafed; and I have not a doubt but it will
grow up to life everlafting. I have al{o, ere now,
cntertained great jealoufy of my fiate on account
of not having then fhared much of the furnace of
affli&ion, knowing that it was the common lot
of the ele, and that they were baftards only that
efcaped it. But I remember an obfervation of
yours, that has fince been verified in me, viz.
that it would not be much to the credit of a fol-
dier to fhew his back fcarred with firipes, fince
it would be a firong indication that his faults had
called for them; and I know, and have feen in
fome inflances, at the very fame time, that my
perverfenefs, carelefsnefs, and rebellion, have
been the procuring caufe of thofe crofies, fpiritual
and temporal, that have fince been laid upon me,
and which have been neither few nor fmall; for,
befides fore confliéls in foul, in which I have
fomctimes walked in darkpefs and had no light,
and found it hard work to ftay myfelf upon my
God, I have alfo met with fome very fevere trials
in temporal affairs, at which times carnal reafon
has fet before my cyes my family to be provided
for, and unbelief has reprefented the improbability
of my being able to do fo; yet under this I have
found that my chief concern has been lefi the
caufe of God and his honour fhould fuffer
reproach through me, or that T fhould be a
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ftumblingblock to others. But hitherto my God
has fupplied all my need, and my faith has been
led to believe that, having given me his dear
Son, he will with him alfo freely give me all
things. And on onc occafion efpecially, the
heavieft I ever met with of this kind, through a
lofs in trade, I was fo greatly fupported by accefs
to God, communion with him in public and pri-
vate means, and a fenfe of his love to me in the
covenant head, that I was conftrained to acknow-
ledge, that if fuch difpenfations were always to be
attended with fuch manifefiations, I could joy-
fully fubmit to them, and think myfelf richly re-
paid ; for, as affliCtions abounded, confolations
did much more abound alfo. When this is the
cafe, the things of earth fit lightly. [ could truft
him, in covenant faithfulnefs, to fupply me with
every thing needful, both for the life that now
is, and for that which is to come. But after-
wards, on another occafion of the fame nature,
though not to a fifth part of the fame extent, I
found the trial fit much hecavier on my foul, for
now I was under great fpiritual darknefs, my
evidences were obfcured, 1 faw not my figns;
doubt and defpondency gathered upon my mind;
added to this, the hand of God feemed to be
goune out againfi me in providence; and though
Iknew him to be juft in his dealings with me,
vet I did not fee his fatherly chafiifement, but
B 2
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feared his wrathful indignation; and therefore I
could not, as before, receive bis corre@ion with
humility till, after long contention, during which
the calamity was ftill further increafed, he was
pleafed to humble my proud {pirit, and endue me
with fubmiffion. Then by degrees my hope was
Atrengthened, my confidence reflored, and 1 was
enabled to caft my burden upon the Lord, and he
fuftained me. In this confli® I remarked that a
light thone into my underftanding upon feveral
paflages of fcripturé in an extraordinary manner;
but as I did not find them applicable to my cafe,
and as it reached my underftanding only, with-
out producing comfort, humility, fubmiffion, or
re-efiablithment of foul, I could derive no fatis-
fa&ion from it, and was, if poffible, mare than
ever convinced that it is only by drinking of the
streams of the river of life that the city of God
can be made glad.

In my avocations in life T have fometimes
found it neceflary to take long journies into the
country, which has deprived me for weeks toge-
ther of the green pafturesin public ordinances;
for wherever I have attended I never found any
thing, either in preachers or profeflors, that was
accompanied with a divine unétion, or upon
which jmy foul could feed. Not but there may
be fome of the Lord’s fheep fcattered in the
darkeft corners of the earth; and it has ofteri
firuck me, when I have been in fome of thefe
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dark corners, that many of our miffionaries, if
they were good workmen, might find ample room
for employment among thofe who, [ thould think,
have quite as ftrong a claim upon them as others
who live thoufands of miles off. To be fare,
when a man leaves his home and native land,
and voluntarily makes his field of aétion lie at
fuch a diftance, he may perhaps, at the great day,
think he can plead, with a better grace, his having
done fuch wonderful works. But -that is a
fubject for their own confideration; and it muft
be allowed they have left the work in hands that
will not be idle (and perbaps with this they are
fatisfied), for in every place Arminianifm is
{preading its damnably-erroneous influznce, and
making its converts twofold more the children
of hell than before. I only notice what has pafled
under my own obfervation; and as to the drynefs
of thofe paftures, I do but fpeak for myfelf.
Sometimes I have had reafon to cry, “ Wo is
me that | fojourn in Methech, and have my ha-
bitation among the tents of Kedar!” At other
times I have found tbat the Lord is not confined
to outward means, but that, under the fweet in-
fluences of the blefied Spirit, my foul has been
refrefhed with the « feaft of fat things, and of
wine on the lees well refined.” Again: when
temptations and difficultics have affailed me,
firength has been given according to my day; my
foul bas been fuftained in life; the power of
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Chrift has been manifefted; and his grace was,
fufficient for me. And, on the other hand, whep;
corruptions have appeared for a little time to be,
fubdued, when the enemy has not much molefted;
me, and all things went {moothly on, I have.
found my foul drop into a kind of dry, unfruit..
ful, lethargic frame; and though no particular,
no more than ordinary fin, to accufe myfelf of, yet
1 have become barren, and almoft lifelefs; fo that
hereby I have fometimes found that thefe tares,
growing among the wheat, have been the caufe
of greater profperity of foul, by exciting the
firugglings of {piritual life to oppofe, and, by
freth firength being communicated; to obtain the
victory over them.

In the month of _May lat I was on one of
thefe journies in Wales, and was much blefled
with the prefence of God. A fweet calm, a hea-
venly ferenity of mind, diftilled upon me. Fear,
guilt, and condemnation, were:femoved, and my
confcience bathed, as it were, in peace. Happy
as [ was, yet, left I thould be refting in a delu-
fion,, I-queftioned, I examined from whence this
proceeded, and was enabled diftinéily to trace it
up tothe. reconciliation -between God and man,.
made by the bleffed Jefus on-the crofs. My foul.
was humbled to the .duft, while I adored the:
riches of free, undeferved mercy and dying love,.
communicated by the quickening grace of the
Holy Spirit. A few weeks after my return this
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peavenly vifitation was repeated with miuch in-
¢reafe; and upon again {Crutinizing, that I might
jot be deceived, 1could again trace it moft dif-
tintly to the fame blefled fource, and it was ac-
sompanied with a {weet affurance that I was made
gccepted in the Beloved. Chrift was formed in my
heart the hope of glory, and I had joy and peace
in believing. Now I found what it was to have
my confcience purged from fin, and to feel the
blood of f{prinkling fpeaking better things than
that of Abel. Now I found that the Lord had
not only brought to the birth, but had given
firength to bring forth. Now I found that my
prayer was anfwered, and that  men onght al-
ways to pray, and not to faint,” for that God
would indeed avenge his own elett that cry
day and night unto- him; that he would not
break the bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoking
flax,  until he bring forth judgment unto viétory.
Now a new fong was put into my mouth, and [
could triumph over my enemy, and give thanks
to him whofe ¢ own .right hand and holy arm
had gotten himfelf the vitory” Now I could
fay, ¢ My Beloved is mine, and I am his”—* [
fat down under his fhadow with great delight,
and his fruit was fweet to my tafte.” Here I had
accefs with boldnefs into the Holy of Holies, fin
being put awéy by the facrifice of the Lamb of
God; and the nearer I was brought, the more
was my foul melted down into humility, gratituade,
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and love. Here I found that a foft anfwer
breaketh the bones, though grievous words had
often ftirred up firife. A'_nd,, having found the blopg
of Chrift efficacious to cleanfe from all fin, my
faith alfo 1aid hold of his glorious righteoufnefs
for juftification in the fight of God the Father,
which was {weetly confirmed to me by a power-
ful application of thefe words, “ To him that
worketh not, but believeth on him that jufiifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouf-
nefs.” Nor did my Lord and Saviour ftop here
with me; for the blefled Spirit, baving thus tefii-
fied of Chrift to my foul, he went on to thew that
he had loved me with an eveﬂaﬁing love, and
therefore with loving-kindnefs he had drawn
me; and thus it was made clear. The Saviour
fays, * Him that cometh unto me I will in no
wife caft out:” I found I had come, and had not
been caft out. Again: ¢ All that the Father hath
given me thall come unto me:” then thofe that
do come are fuch as the Father hath given to
the Son from eternity. And again: none but
fuch fhall come; nor even would they, if not
made willing in the day of God's power; for ¢ no
man can come to me, except the Father which
hath fent me draw him,” Having then been
made willing, under a fenfe of need, and drawn
to Chrift, and having experienced pardon and
peace by the blood of atomement, applied and
witneffed by the ever-hlefled Spirit of truth, I
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was enabled to fay, * My Father, my God, and
the Rock of my falvation;” and could not but
wonder at the fovereign, difcriminating grace
of God, that he could ever have fixed his love
upon one fo unfruitful, and {o utterly unworthy
in every relpedt, that (in fincerity and truth I can
fpeak 1t) looks upon himfelf, and ought to be
looked upon by others, as lefs than the leaft -of
all faints. But, blefled be his name, it is well
for his people that he does not make worth or
worthinefs of theirs any condition of his loves
no, it is free, unmerited, and everlafting; other-
wife 1 am fureé I fhould have failed and come
thort of it.

For thefe few weeks paft thefe heavenly in-
fluences have been in fome meafure withdrawn,
though my foul ftill refis on the foundation laid
in Zion. For feveral days, however, in this in-
terval, it appeared that the enemy was determined
to take his révqnge for the happinefs I had en-
joyed. He endeavoured to lull me into fecurity,
then to drive me into defpondency; then he
tempted me to lie againft my right, and to difs
pute againft God in the difpenfations of his pro-
vidence; he ftirred up natural corruptions and
evil tempers, fo that I was amazed to find thefe
things, efpecially upon the back of what I had
but fo lately been blefled with, and even now
acknowledge them with fthame and confufion of
face, This text exaélly exprefled my ftate, ¢ For
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peace I had great bitternefs.” But it hath
pleafed the Lord, in a good degree, to reftore
to me the joys- of his falvation, and uphold me
with his free Spirit. I blefs him that the one
oblation, once'made, has for ever petfeted all
that believe; but a freth application of it I find
I ftand in need of day by day, agréeably to our
Saviour’s words, *¢ He that is wafhed needeth
not; fave to wath his feet.” I defire to be kept
waiting upon him to dire® my way both in grace
and in providence; for in both refpeéts I find
him fulfilling his word. I want to experience
more of his Jove fhed abroad in my heart by the
Holy Ghoft, and to live more under its filial and
fruitful confiraints to his glory. I want to have
my unbelief quite fubdued, which is fo difho-
nouring to my merciful and faithful God and Sa-
viour, and ‘fo difquieting to my own foul. I never
knew-what this fin was till it pleafed the Lord the
Spirit to work-true faith in me, and fincé then it
has peftered me in all that concerns fpiritual life
and everlafting falvation, even from the higheft
to'the loweft matters. But I fee this to have been
a part of the Spirit’s work: « He fhall convince
of fin, becaufe they believe not on me.” And,
thanks be to God, it has received fome fevere
rabs, for I have feen, in fome meafure, the things
that faith hath credited already come to pafs;
darknefs has. been made light before me, and
crocked things ftraight; and [ truft to find my
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path fhining more and more unto perfedt day.
Sometimes in private prayer, when darknefs;
bondage, and unbelief, have been fo firong that I
have fcarcely had a_word to fay, I have found
that faith has at length begun to ftruggle, till,
Jike a fountain bubbling up through the eaxth; it
has in the end .glorionfly prevailed, and I. bave:
left my-burden, and gone away rejoicing in:the
full expeCtation of being heard and anfwered:;

I was in the happy ftate a little before de-
feribed when you: lately preached from: thefer
words, ¢ Let every man prove his own- work; and'
then fhall he have rejoicing in himfelfialone, and
not in another.” There you fet forth-the proofs
of a real work of grace.in the. heart; and -every
proof you mentioned, even to. the higheft; I'could’
then come up to; the whole:was: glorioufly. con-
firmed with power from on- high, and I could
fet to.my feal that God was.true; and, having+
before found my confcience reproach me within-
gratitude to the Father of mercies.for not declar-
ing the former inftances. wherein, his vifitations
had refrethed my fpirit (efpecially that at Grub-
fireet, mentioned in this letter), [ was determined
to make this known to yeu; but, finding the
veftry crewded, T judged you was much engaged,
and therefore concluded to defer it to a more
convenient opportunity. The fubje@, however,
fill lay on my mind; and, after making it a
matter of prayer, I found eacouragement to Jay
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it before you in this manner, When I began to
write it was far from my intention to continue
it to this length. As occurrences were brought
to my recollection I have endeavoured to com-
prefs them as much as poffible; but, as thefe are
only fuch as are the moft material in the genuine
experience of my foul, I do not feel inclined to
omit any part of what I have written. It was
begun fome wecks back; but while I was in bit-
ternefs of fpirit I'laid it by. When the light of
God’s countenance was again lifted up upon me I
refumed if,intending you thould have had it before
now, and had written to within a few lines of
this on Tuefday, when I left it off to go to the
City Chapel. In your fermon from Ifaiah Ix. 20,
“ Thy {un fhall no more go down, neither fhall
thy moon withdraw itfelf,” you will readily
perceive how much of this you went over again;
and the favoury undction that attended your dif.
courfe to my foul I better' know than I can
exprefs. My Beloved came into bis garden,
and ate is pleafant fruits; and I again fed upon
him by faith, with thankfgiving. I could fing.
with the {pirit, and with the underftanding alfo,

¢ Eternal are thy mercies, Lord,
Eternal truth attends thy word ;
Thy praife thall found from fhore to fhore,
Till fun ihall rife and fet no more.”

My foul delights in having to acknowledge what-
ever appears as an anfwer to prayer, or as the ful-
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filment of a promife; and the words of the fweet
finger of Ifrael, Pfalms cxvi, cxviii, I find exaétly
fuitable and applicable to me.

Adieu, dear Sir! The Lord be with you, and
profper you in your own foul, and in the work
he has given you to do. And may it pleafe the
great Shepherd long to continue you here for his
church’s fake! Such is the fincere defire and
and hearty prayer of, Reverend Sir, .

Your affeGtionate Son, in the Gofpel

of our Lord Jefus Chrift,

22, Lower Belgrave Place,
Pimlico; Sept.2, 1809. Joux Egpgs.
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TO MR.JOHN EEDES,
PIMLICO.

Dearly beloved in the one Mediator, grace and truth
be:with thee through our Lord Jefus Chrift, the fon
of the Father in truth and love.

YOUR' epifile is very acceptable to me, as
the contents ferve to weaken a temptation which
has often befet me; namely, that old age would be
attended with. a barrennefs in'the miniftry; that,
as youthful vigour decayed, and the faculties of
the foul got impaired, fo the life and power of
godlinefs would abate alfo. And this temptation
came upon me by obferving {o many great and
learned men, whq had come forth with brilliant
gifts and abilities, light and knowledge, and who
feemed to foar very high, and to flourith like a
cedar, afterwards fink and wither like the green
herb. This I concluded muft be my cafe at
fome future period. But it is in Chrift Jefus
that God our father accepts us, in his atonement
he receives us as clean, and in his righteouninefs
we are received as juft; and, being fan&ified by
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the Holy Ghoft, we are complete in him. And
it is in Christ Jefus that we enjoy and fhate, as
joint heirs with bim, in God the Father's Jove;
and this love is the fruit and cffeét of pardon; it
is the bond of the covenant, the root of the righ-
teous, the marriage ring, and the indiffoluble
bond of uoion between the bridegroom and the
bride. ‘Could this divine love, which is fixed
upon us in Chrift Jefus, be taken from him, the
bond of the covenant would be broken, the thing
that is gone out of God's lips would be altered,
the pvrom‘ife would pafs away unfulfilled, the co-
venant of peace would be removed, and the faith-
fulnefs of God would be fuffered to fail; for, if
the root be removed, both leaf and fruit muf fail
from the h:eirs of promijfe,

But we are fafe and well fecured upon thisg
grou»nd; and every revival, renewing, and refreth-
ing, is a confirmation of it; for thefe are the
frefh declarations of God’s covenant name and
charaélers; I mean, that of his being gracious
and merciful, abundant in goodne(s and truth,
forgiving iniquity, tranfgreffion, and fin (read
Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7}, which is what our Lord a).
Tudes to when he fays, “ And [ have declared
untor them thy name, and will declare it; that
the love wherewith thou haft loved me may be
in them, and I in them,” John xvii.26 Com-
paré thefe two paflages together, and you wjj
fee what is meant by Chrift being.in us; and j;
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is by God’s faithfulnefs to his covenant name;
which name, in all its fulvefs, and in all it
meaning, is now (as it always was) in Chrig
Jefus; and it is declared again and again by 5
difcovery of freth truth; by receiving frefh grace,
and by new enjoyments of pardoning love. This
name is declared, and fhall be declared, that the
love wherewith the Father hath loved Chrift ay
be in us, and he in us, Where a ﬁn-pardoﬁing
God is not proclaimed to the finner, that finner
has no love to God. God's circumcifing our
heart to love him is putting off the body of the
fins of the flefh by the circumcifion of Chrift;
and where much is forgiven, the fame loveth
much.

Thefe things, my dear friend, fanding faft,
and our froitfulnefs depending upon the righte-
oufnefs, truth, and faithfulnefs of God in Chrift
Jefus, the root muft abide, its waterings cannot
fail, the leaf muft be green; and we fhall bring
forth fruit in old age, to thew that the Lord is
upright, Pfalm xcii. 14, 15.

My fears, therefore, from the above tenipta-
tion, have for fome years abated, about barren-
nefs in my old age; for I verily believe that I
have had more fuccefs thefe ten years paft than [
ever had in any ten years that have gone before
fince I have been in the miniftiry. Nor do I find
God'’s workmanthip by me inferior to others,
hut contrariwife; for, go where I will, or get
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into company with what profeffors I may, 1 find
them in penetration fuperficial, in experience
fhallow, in judgment confufed, in converfation
muddy, flefhly, and unfavoury; they have a
little momentary glee under the word, and this
is left behind when the fermon 1s over, and all
the reft of the week is {pent in bondage, doubt-~
ing and .fearing, murmuring and complaining;
and thefe are dead works,. the fruits of a Jegal
_and felf-righteous {pirit kept under the power of
unbelief. The wayfide, the thorny, and the
ftony-ground hearers, are too common and too
apparent every where: it is as our Lord {ays,
“ They have no root,” no deepnefs of earth nor
moifture, and therefore are foon fcorched, and
then wither away. A broken and contrite heart
is.the deep earth; with fuch God dwells; and
this is the good ground alfo. Pardoning love
thed ‘abroad in the heart is the root, and the
holy Spirit of life and his grace is the moifture :
and what is the moft fplendid profeffion without
thefe things?

The higheft flage, my dear fon, and the fureft
ftanding in a militant ftate, is that of holding the
myflery of faith in a pure confeience. The myf-
tery, which is the moft fublime, and which is
the objett of fpiritual faith, is the myftery of the
thrce perfons in the one God of Ifrael, or a
trinity of perfons in the godhead. And, as thefe

c ,
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three are diftin in perfonality, fo Is their voice
and teftimony diftin@ in the confciences of all
true believers.

Paul tells. vs that by faith we come to the
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood
of fprinkling, that fpeaketh better things than
that of Abel, Heb. xil. 24, This voice fpeaks
pardon, -and perfe® cleanfing, from all fin; it
{peaks peace with God and confcience; it {peaks
reconciliation and friendfhip with the Almighty;
and it fpeaks nearnefs and accefs to God with
boldnefs, freedom, and familiarity.. The law
made nothing perfet, but the bringing in of a
better hope did, by the which we draw nigh unto
God, being made nigh- by the blood of Chrifi,
who were far from God by wicked works. Now
faith is a ceming to this Mediator, and to this
bloed of fprinkling, which fprinkles the heart
from an evil confcience, and purges the confcience
from dead works; for. God purifies the heart by
faith.

The voice of the Spirit, and his teftimony in’
the confcience, are diftinct alfo. To every one
that receives Christ in faith and affe@tion, to
them gives he power to become the fons of God.
And this power is the Holy Spirit, which pro-
duceth a birth that is not of blood, nor of the
will of the fleth, nor of the will of man, but of
God; and, when this regenerating and renewing
work is performed, the Spirit proclaims our {on-
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thip, and claims the parentage of heaven upon
it; for, being predeftinated to the adoption of
children by Chrift Jefus, we are called Chrift's
feed (Ifa. xliv. 3); yea, we are called fons and
daughters (Ifa. xliii. G); previous to our conver-
fion By virtue of God’s choice of us, and of his
decree of predeftinating us to the adoption of
fons: “ And, becaufe ye are fons, God hath’ fent
forth the {pirit of his Son into your hearts, cry-
ing, Abba, father,” Gal. iv. 6. This is the voice
of the ‘Holy Spirit, who. is our inward helper,
and an iﬁterceﬁ'or in our hearts, and whofe cry
is not {rom a foul flomach, nor does it favour of
a ftinking breath; not from an evil confcience,
nor from a mind blinded by Satan and bardened
in pride, like that of Balaam (Numb. xxii: 18)5
or like that of the pharifees, who faid, ¢ We have
one father, even Gad,” Joha viii. 41.  All fuch
claims fpring from ignorance and arrogance,
from infenfibility and .rath prefumption, and
therefore our Lord palmsthem upon another
parent, being the feed of the ferpent,‘ and a ge-
neration of vipers; for they were haters of Chrift
and of all his followers, which is.the chara&eriftic
of the ferpent’s {eed, the image of Satan, and the
cvident taken of perdition.

A gracelefs profeffion generally ftirs up the
carnal enmity of the finner's mind; and where
this works guilt flicks fafi, and where fin re-

cg
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mains the fentence of God falls; fuch are ¢on-
demmned already (John iii. 6); and where the
fentence falls there the wrath of God abides
(Jobn iii. 36); and the fhew of the counte-
nances of fuclr doth witnefs againft them (lfa.
1L 9.

A fallen countenance is a fure fign of guilt
and condemnation (Gen. iv. 6); and a defperate
‘countenance an infallible index of an hard heart,
a ruined ftate, and an inward war with the Al-
mighty (Ifa. xiii. 8); and it is eafly to difcern,
even in the law, what is meant by the tokens of’
perdition and of falvatien ; and what is meant by
the image of God, and the image that God de-
ipifes; for the ten commandments know of no
other claffes of men than haters and lovers of
God: « 1 will vifit the iniquity of the fathers
-upon the children unto the third and fourth ge-
neration of them that hate me; and thew mercy
unto thoufands of them that love me,” Exod. xx.
5, 6.

But our cry and claim upon God is not our
own; the Holy Spirit is the {pirit of promife to
us, and the {pirit of adoption in us, and is the
fruit and effe& of Chrift's mediation, and of his
being accepted of the Father in his office of me-
diator, and in every other office he fuftains, and
is fecured tous by an everlafting covenant; and
as a comforter, and as the {pirit of grace and of
glory, he is to abide with us for evermore.
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The cry of « Abba, father,” by the Spiritis
always owned and honoured, and is attended to
both in heaven and earth. God owns it, and
honours it, 2s in the cafe of the prodigal: * I
will arife, and.go to my father,” lays'he: « This
is my fon,” fays God: * Thou art the Lord my
God,” fays Epbraim: ¢ Is Ephraim my dear Son
fays God; “is he a pleafant child?” &c. God
honours the faith that makes our {onfhip mani-
feft, and he attends to the prayers that are put up
to him in the name.of a father, and under the
Spirit’s influence; and this by anfwering them.
The Spirit not only cries ¢ Abba, father,” but he
witneffes to our adoption, and makes our qwn.
confcience do the fame; ‘¢ He bears witnefs with
our fpirit (fays Paul) that we’are the children
of God;” and, by the fentence of juftification
pafied in the confcience by the Spirit, he bears
witnefs to the righteoufnefs of Chrift being im-
puted to us; and this righteoufnefs without the
law is witneffed both by the law and the pro-
phets, Rom. 1. 1. This is juflification int/e
name.-of the Diord Jefus, and by the Spirit of vur
God, 1 Cor. vi. {1,

The cry and testimony of the Spirit is ac-
knowledged upon earth alfo; the accufations and
reproaches of Satan are filenced by 1he'5pirit of
God; and all bis charges, whether truc or falfe,
are {apped at thé foundation; and our adoption
of fons is manifeft in the confciences both of
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{aints and finners, as the fcriptures witnefs: “ And
their feed fhall be kpown among the Gentiles,
and their offspring among the people: all that
fee them fhall acknowledge them, that they are
the feed which the Lord hath blefled,” Ifa. Ixi. g.
My dear friend fees here how our adoption, and
the witne(s of it, are {pread and made known
abroad in the world; all that fee them fhall ac-
knowledge them, that they are the feed which the
Lord ‘hath bleffed.

The voice of God the Father is the voice - of
love; he promifes to circumcife our heart to love
him with all the heart and with all the foul, that

‘we may live. This Jove is fhed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghoft which is given unto
us; and its voice is, * Yea, T have loved thee,”
(Jer. XXX, 3); and this is a cleanfing us from all
idols; for, when the whole heart and whole foul
Joves God, there is no room left for them, The
Father’s voice of love in the heart gives the
finithing firoke to {piritual death; God circum-
cifes the heart to love him, that we may live;
the blood of Chrift removes the iting of death,
and’ his righteoulnefs impuated takes away the
fentence of death; but nothing but love will caft
out the fear of death. This is our enlargement
and our freedom, being now drawn, and not
driven; running with delight, and not dragging
in chains; conftrained by divine goodnefs, and-
not purfued by.wrath. The mean, low, fervile
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fpirit peculiar to flaves, fervants, and the bafe-
born, gives way to this noble and princely fpirit
when this love comes into the hearts of the heirs
of promife ; and what our Lord fays of his works
is true of this work of God our Father in us:
« But I have greater witnefs than that of John;
for the works which my Father hath given me to
finith, the fame works that I do bear witnefs of
me that the Father hath (ent me,” (John v. 36.)
And fo does this work of love in us; it cleanfes us
from all idols, and gives us poffeffion of the one
God; for  he that loveth dwelleth in God, and
-God invh,im:” It gives us enlargement, and glarious
liberty from bondage. Itis the bond of the ever-
Jafling covenant, the church’s wedding ring, the
image of God, and Zion'’s inward ‘glory. Thefe
things make us God’s hufbandry, and- God’s
building; for we are circumcifed by God the
'Father, baptized by God the Son, with God the
Holy Ghoft: ¢ Glorious things are fpoken of
thee, O city of God.”
Upon thefe things, my fon, I have long kept
a watchfal eye, believing thefe.to be the fum-
mit and the bleflings of Zion’s hill; and the
promife is, ¢ Upon the mount it fhall be feen;
namely, the provifion that God has made for us.
And he that dwells on high thall {ze all this when
he fees the King in his beauty, whofe glory co-
vers the heavens, and fills the earth with “his
praife.
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Thefe deep things. were ordained of God be-
fore the world for our glory, and God has revealed
them unto us by his Spirit; * for the Spirit
fearcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”
And thefe deep things, when experienced in the
power of them, and énjoyed in their {weetnefs,
‘eftablith the heart, and baffle the attacks and at-
tempts of heretics; they undermine the miniftry
of the letter, and repel the cold chills of the fons
of death, and difcovers the withered impoftor
upon the houfetop, defying all to gain admit-
tance to the affeétions; or to obtain the appro-
batien of the judgment, or the teftimony of
confcience, unlefs Chrift {peaketh by them. If
thefe things were more obferved and attended to,
there would be more efiablifhment in the minds
of many than now there is; and to fettle a foul
fhort of thefe things is no lefs than confirming
it in the fleep of death.

According to my fun’s. account, he bas been
long fpending money for that which is not- bread,
and labour for that which fatisGeth not, Ifa.lv, 2
And of this God complains, © My people hath
been lof theep; their thepherds have caufed them
to go afiray; they. have turned them away on the
mountains; they have gone from mountain to
hill; they have forgotten their refting place.” Jer.
1. 6. Thefe fhepherds have caufed Chrift’s flock
to go aftray; for all that are againft Chrift are
(ure to fcatter from him, This work was done
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on the mountains by the blind watchmen of Zion,
who are thepherds that cannot underftand ; and
by following their direélions théy ‘went from
mountain to hill. Some fent them to the wor-
fhip of idols on the high places; thefe burnt in-
cenfe upon the mountains, and blafphemed God
upon the hills, Ifa. Ixv. 7. Others were fent to
Sinat and Horeb for life and falvation; the fcribes
called the law life itfelf. And others led them
to truft in local Zion, becaufe of the holinefls of
the place, and fo bronght them to truft in lying
words, and then they cried, * The temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord, are thefe,” (Jer.
vii. 4); and this puffed them up, and made them
haughty, becaufe of the holy mountain, Zech.

il 11, Truly in vain is falvation hoped for.
from the hills, and from the multitude of moun-
tains; truly in the Lord our God is the falvation
of Ifrael,” Jer. iii. 23. This is the mountain of
the Lord’s houfe, and the ftone cut out without
hands, which will one day become fuch a2 moun-
tain, in tbe fetting up and eftablifbing of his
kingdom, as fhall fill the whole earth. My fon,
farewell. Grace and peace be with thee through
Jefus Chrift our Lord.  So prays

Ture CoALHEAVER.
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TO THE REV.J.JENKINS,
LEWES, SUSSEX.

Dearly beloved in the Lord Jefus Chrift, grace,
niercy, and peace, be with thee through him!

I nave for many years been per-
fuaded of the unfeigned faith that dwells in thee,
and of thine undiffembled love to me, and to all
them that love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity
and truth, In this confidence I write, having
received fome few accounts of Zion’s bearing
pains and bringing forth; knowing that you will
rejoice at the accounts of looking up and: Bring-
ing home thofc fcattered fheep that are gone
afray. The firl letter in thefe {craps fpéaks for
itfelf. The next is from Mr, Chamberlain, a
young man of Leicefier. When | was in the
north this gentleman followed me in-his yoke
and bonds to Newark upon Trent, and at that
‘place, by the blood of the covenant, God fent
him forth out of the pit in which is no water,
and he turned to his ftrong hold as a prifoner of
hope. A woman of Newark, named Carman,
heard me every difcourfe that I preached at
Newark, &c. and followed me in her chains to
Leicefier, and under the laft difcourfe I delivered
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there the Lord fent her forth; he firipped off her
veil, and bid her thew herfelf. The young wo-
man that is {o very ill, in the third letter, is the
fifter and houfekeeperof the young gentieman
above. She cleaved to the houfehold of faith
when the was quite' a little one; and, as Job fays
of the eagle and the flain, fo I may. fay of her;
where Chrift crucified was preached there was the.
She is 2 moft amiable young perfon; but, upon
the inward workings of her mind, rather referved.
The changes that paffed upon her heart might,
at times, be read in her face; bul any confeffion
from her'mouth [ never heard.

But the bread caft upon the waters is to be
found after many days, and the ointment of the
right hand (faith the proverb) will betray itlelf
in all them that receive the promife of the Spirit
through1 faith. < If thou fhalt confefs with thy
mouth the Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raifed him from the dead
(fays Paul), thou fhalt be faved.” This feems to
be needful to the honour of God, and to the fa-
tisfation and cncourdgement of his family.

Some ,thrbugh fear of prefurnption, and others
through the fuggeftions of Satan, or dread of
perfecution, keep all to themfielves, as the poor
woman in the gofpel healed of her flue intended
to have done; but the Lord called her forth to
an open confeffion; and this poor afflidted young
woman, lingering on the brink of the grave, has
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now opened and brought forth all the fecret trea.
fure of her heart, and made confeffion with hep
mouth to falvation. She received that experience
that worketh hope under me at Newark upon
Trent, when difcourfing upon Paul’s faithful
faying, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to
~fave finners. After the fermon was over fhe rode
from Newark to Grantham upon my coach box;
and my dame has obferved to me fince, that her
countenance was no more {ad. Hence we fee
that no incorruptible feed gan be loft, nor borne
down, fo as to be finally overtopped by inbred
corruption: faith, hope, and love, life, light, and
peace, muft rife, flourifh, and triumph, The
oil of gladnefs muft feed the lamp of falvation,
and every grace muft reign, through Chrift’s
obedience, unto eternal life. The letter from -
my fon Goulding mentions one of the perfe& band
having efcaped the {nare of the fowler, and cafi-
ing off her prifon garments, -and loofing the
bands of her neck. The cle&t of God are chofen
out of the world, and thefe muft come forth of
them all. In that inftance you may rcad the
cunning of Satan, and his dexterity at quoting.
the words of truth, as in the feduction of Eve.
But thefe are no .bar to omnipotence. God
works, and who can let it. In all thefe things
you may fee that the pleafure of the Lord prof-
pers in the hand of the Mediator; and that the
poswer of Chrift, the miniftry of the Spirit, the
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offence of the crofs, the converfion of finners,
and the eftablithment of Zion, are, as they al-
ways have been, infeparably connetted. Adieu,

my fon, while I remain thine affectionate father,
in Chrift Jefus,

Tuae COALHEAVER,
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TO MRS. MASON,

No. 152, Freer Streer, LoNbpon.

My pEar Frienp, Léicefter, Sept. 25, 1809,

M fister withes me to write to
you,.as fhe herfelf at this time is not able. About
three weeks ago the returned from Matlock bath,
‘but was not in the -leaft benefited by her jour-
ney. Since her return home'fhe has got much
worfe, and within this laft week has gone off
very faft; fhe is fo extremely weak that fhe
cannot do the leaft thing towards drefling her-
felf, nor walk in her room without leaning upon
fome one. Many things have been tried, but
nothing feems to do her good, fo as to give any
hope of her recovery. What fhe takes fome-
times feems to-give her eafe, and for a little time
fthe appears better. Laft weck fhe fuffered much.
from a violent pain in her bowels, and alfo in
ber head, that at times fhe was not herfelf; but,
thank the good Lord, fhe is rather better, and
the bpain 1s a good. deal removed fince fhe has
had two bhifters. This morning fhe is very weak,
having had an indifferent night. She does not
keep her bed at prefent.  The phyfician told me
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on Saturday he had no hope he could do her
any good. She herfelf does not expe to recover,
nor do I think myfelf fhe ever will, though fhe
may perhaps continue fome time. At times [
feel much, and have a great defire (if it was the
will of God) that fhe might be continued with
me: but I have no juft ground for grief or for-
row, only I feel loath to part with her. But O
what a comfort it is to fee one in her fituation,
.approaching apparently fo near their end, in fo
happy and blefled a frame as fhe is at times, re-
joicing in the profpeét of another: and better
world. Her outward man perifhes, but the in-
ward man is renewed; and though her ftrength
fails her, yet fhe feels that God is her portion.
I had fome converfation with her laft Saturday
afternoon, and many fweet things did the men-
tion. I felt myfelf exceding happy with her;
her mind was compofed, quict, and peaceable,
though at times her exercifes are exceeding tharp;
yet again fhe is calm and ferene. Blefs the Lord,
O my foul, for his goodnefs to her, and to my-
felf alfo! It was under a difcourfe Mr. Hun-
tington preached at Newark, from thefe words,
“ 1t is a faithful faying, and worthy of all ac-
ceptation, that Jefus Chrift came into the world
to fave finners, of whom I am chief,” that the
Lord was pleafed firft to reveal himfelf to her,
and bring her into a fate of pardon, peace, and
friendfhip with himf{elf. She bid me this morning



( 48 )

(when talking about him) tell you to give her
kind love to him. She defires her love to your~
felf and Mr. Mafon, alfo to Mr. and Mrs. Ben(-
ley, with each of your families. Mifs Cort is
with her, and begs ber love. I have not time to
fay more, as [ am juft called away. My kind
regards to all.

Yours affe@tionately,

Joseen CHAMBERLAIN.
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TO MR. MORGAN,
At the Timber Yard, Bunhill Row, London.

Lazonby, Sept. 8, 1809,

Beloved for C-l_)rift and truth’s fake;

You have, no doubt, expelted a
letter from me before this,. which muft have
tried what patience you have in pofleflion; and,
if you are like me, you have not any to boaft
of. We had a profperous journey down, by the
will of God. When we arrived at Stamford,
where we meant to flop all night, and go to
~ the next day, it was fingular that the
juftice and’ Mr. ~———— fhould both be on the
top of the coach, and we within, and not know
it till the coach drove into the inn-yard. They
were on their return from meeting the Doctor in
the ifle of Ely, who I underftand they left very
well. We ftopped at —— Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday; and, as the juftice bad parted with his
houfe, nothing would do but we muft ftop at
Mr. ’s, whofe civility and attention were
fuch as we fhall ever bear an affeQtionate rermems-

D
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brance of. Mrs. was very ill, confined to
her room ; but I have had a letter from Mr, ——
fince, and he informs me fhe is fomething better.
Nothing would be heard but our ftopping there
a day or two on our return; and indeed it is
greatly in favour of my little weak wife, as I
thould be afraid of undertaking the journey with-
out fiopping fomewhere. During my ftay with
thefe choice friends a young lady was telling a
circumftance of a poor woman in that neigh-
bourhood whofe hufband works for the juftice
that was among the Arminians; and when the
Doftor was down (it is now about two years
ago) fhe found in her heart a firong defire to go
and hear'him; but, when fhe got to the chapel
door, thefe words of Paul came to her mind,
¢ Heaping to themfelves teachers, having itching
ears.” This cavfed her to lofe this opportunity.
Still the was determined to go, and fhe got in,
and heard the next difcourfe, which was fo
blefled to her foul that fhe declared fhe could
have fallen down on her knees in the chapel and
"blefled the Door in the name of the Lord; for
he was fo made manifeft in her confcience by
God’s truth entering her heart with power, that,
when fhe got out, fhe declared that the Armi-
nians were altogether in a delufion, and fhe left
them from that day forward ; and, though they
compafs her about like bees, it is to no purpote,
nor of courfe ever can be; for all the ele®, when
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turncd from darknefs to light by a divine power,
are kept by the -faine ‘power through faith unto
falvation. God grant the may be found to ftand
.as a pillar in the temple of God, and go no more
out for ever. O how this people are longing for
2 vifit from the Do&or! They are waiting as the
thirfty land does for the rain. But the Father of
all our mercies has the total direGtion of. his
people’s hearts ; and when there is work for him
to do there, then the Lord will fend him thither,
There called at Mr, ——’s, on the Sunday that
we were there, two or three very nice people,
who feemed to be f{weetly bound up in the
bundle of life with the Lord our-God. From
—— we went to York, and thence to Leeds,
where we_ ftopped five days. The night before
we left this bufiling place a tradefman, who.often
vifits my friend, got to talking upon different
things, and my mentioning fomething about the
Bible, I-forget what, I fuppofe he thought I had
got a little bit of religion-of fome fort ‘or other
tike himfelf, and, knowing I was from London,
he looked me in the face, and f{aid, « Did you
ever hear old Huntirgton preach in London ?”
“ Hear old Huntington,” fays I ¢ Yes, that I
have; I have fat under his miniftry upwards of
feventeen years.”—¢ Aye; have you?!” and re-
plied, « I have feen two or three pieces, thata
Man has in this place, wrote by himy, and I like
D2
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them fo much that I would go with a deal of
plealure thirty or forty miles to hear him.” I put
my hand in my pocket, and gave him the two
laft pieces of the Doétor’s, and T was to go with
him the next day to hear the man they attend.
We called on a friend by the way, and a precious
foul he appears; looks and talks like an Ifraelite
indeed, in whom is no guile. It is this man
that bas half a dozen of the Doftor’s pieces, a
lift of which I made him give me.. We went to
hear the man. But, alas! there was nothing but
great {welling words of vanity, not Jefus Chrift,
in all the fermon. They afked me how I liked
him. I told them I believed that he was in a
difmal ftate of blindnefs and ignorance; at leaft
- he had not let his light fhine before men at that
time. And he does not appear to furnith the
head much; and as for the heart, I am fure he
1s not wife enough yet to underfland that, either
as deceitful above all things and defperately
wicked, or as the palace of the king of gracé,
much lefs as having Chrift in it the hope of
glory. When we parted the next day I thought
they would have fhook my arm off; and th old
gentleman with much fincerity faid, ¢ Though I
never faw you before I love you, and I love Mr.
Huntington dearly too.” Blefled be God for
every Goor that he has fet before me for the
{pread of his fervant’s-works; for T have lived to

fee them blefled; and they fhall be blefled,
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pecaufe God will ever give teftimony to the word
of his own grace. When I mentioned my pur-
pofe of fending them fome, they feemed to be
afraid of divifions, as Mr. Huntington is hated
by moft of the preachers, if notall, in ——, I
told themn they wanted divifions, and fhould have
them too, before ever there would be any real
converfion to God. The poor creatures .cannot
hear any one that can touch their cafe, or defcribe
their ftate; they have been long feeking water,
but find none. Oh that the good Lord would
condefcend to {end fome waters into the wilder-
nefs, and -caufe fireams to run in the defert, to
give drink to his people, his chofen; for Zion
islow, and in a low place. Ah, Mr.M——,
how highfy is the city of London favoured!
From —— we went direét to Cumberland, where
we arrived fafe, and found our friends as well as
we could expet. My father is very well for an
old man in his feventy-eighth year. - A few theep
fcattered up and down here that appear to love
the Lord, and were very glad to fee me; and
all afk how the Do&tor does. Laft Sunday I fpent
moftly with my friend, who 1is very well, and I
bave no doubt, in my own mind, will be of that
number who thall never draw back unto perdi-
tiom, but of thofe that believe to the falvation
of the foul. He made me laugh about Dr, ——,
dean of — As we were walking paft
his door the circumftance came frefh to his
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mind, which he related to me. He wrote a let.
ter to the ——, and fcnt him « Barry on Ele&ion”
to perufe, and told him he would call in a week,
When he called, a fervant in Jivery came to the
door, and led him through a long pafiage into a
drawing-room, into which he entered with his
great p]oughman;s {koes on, and there was the
feated, and feemed much difappointed to
fee fuch a poor fellow as S—— call upon him-
He atked him if he was the author of the letter,.
and the perfon that fent the book. S—— an-
{wered, “ Yes, Sir.”—“ Well,” faid the ——, « 1
have read the book you fent me; but where peo-
ple get this ele@ion into their heads there is
then an end of all good living: it leads them to
licentioufnefs; they may then live as they hift.”
- To which S—— replied, ¢ What! are ye a mafl-
ter in Ifrael, and knows nea better than that? For
if a child of God could live as he lift, he would
live to the glory and praife of God always, and
never fin in thought, word, or deed, more. This
vain fancy is contrary to all the word of God, as
well as to the experience of every faint; for-

God’s elelting grace in them all teaches them to
deny ungodlincefs, not to commit all uncleannefs
with greedinefs.” Remarks of this kind brought
the —— to wave all further difcourfe, faying, he
was going to dinaer,and S—— might call again.
Bat be never went more, having feen enough of
the blindnefs of human wifdom in the things of



God. We went to hear a perfon lately come to
~——, in the evening, who attempted to prove,
from the eighth chapter of Romans, what was
meant by being * predeftinated to be conformed
to the image of Chrift, that he might be the firfi-
born among many brethren.” But I could not
underftand him further than I was [ure that he
could not explain his text; for I think I fhould
have ynderftood fomething of it, if he had given
a real found account of the image of God in man,

" as he appears-in it when created anew in Chrift
Jefus. I have received four books of the Do&or’s
by the coach frcm London, the laft publifhed;
but I do not know who fent me them. T once
thought you; then I thought again that you
would never do that without a few lines. The.
glorious accounts rejoice my heart; and the de-
fire and prayer of my: foul is, that Zion’s cords
may be lengthened more and more, and that
there may be an abundant influx of poor fenfible
finners to the feaft of fat things, where they may
find everlafling entertainment, peace and reft for
their fouls.

Remember me to the Dotor, who I hope is
well. I goto Penrith to-morrow, God willing,
for a letter I expeét from Cheapfide, and to meet
an old lady who I have [ometimes written and
fent the Do&or’s books to, but never {aw her til}
lat Tuefday. How are the people of God fifted
up and down; yea, as corn is fifted in a fieve,
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But God’s promife is, that not one grain thall ever
fall to the earth, fo as to perith with the earthly.
minded ones in the great day. Bat to be excluded
the public means of God’s appointment is a great
trial to a thirfty foul. That the God of all grace
may be with and blefs you and yours, water you
every moment, keep you night and day, be the
firength of your heart, and your portion for ever,
is the defire of,

Dear Sir,

Yours moft affe@ionately in the beft bonds,

C. GovLDING,
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TO THE REV.MR. HUNTINGTON.

My pear Friexbp, Leicefter, O&. 1, 1809,

WE have been fully expe@ing you
to vifit us at Leicefter this autumn, and that we
fhould have heard from you ere now; but pro-
bably it may be that the continuance of the bad
weather has prevented your undertaking folonga
journey. However, tbe weather now appears
favourable, and we are defirous to fee you as foon
as the way is open, and before the days get too
fhort. We are aware of your unwillingnefs to
leave your own congregation, and that they are
as unwilling you fhould be abfent; yet, as the
blefling of God has attended your labours here
in the north, as well as in the {outh, I cannot fee
how you can refafe us any longer, according to
the meafure of the rule which God hath diftri-
buted, 2 Cor. x. 13. And it may be that your
abfence may prove ufeful in the end, as your
people will thereby get an appetite; and it is
well known that a keen appetite is pleafant when
there is good food to eat.
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Our friend Mifs Chamberlain has for fome
fime been very defirous to fee you at Leicefier
once more, as the knows her end is faft approach-
ing. She is-very much altered in her appear-
ance daring thefe laft five days; I mean in the
decay of nature, which perhaps Mr. B or
Mr. M—— may have mentioned to you. She
is haftening to the grave very faft; but, though
the outward man perifheth, the inward man is re-
newed daily. Myfelf and fome other friends
have fcarcely ever left the houfe fince Thur{day
laft; and, though we cannot but grieve at the
expe@ation of lofing a near friend, yet there is
abundant caufe for thaukfulnefs that the will
foon go to everlafting reft, and be delivered
from that body of fin which we are yet encom-
paffed with. 1 ncver before witnefled fach a
fcene of affliction ; there is not a friend that has
vifited her, I believe, whe has the fhadow of a
doubt of her eternal happinefs. Itistruly a plea-
fure to be with her; to fee -that, in the face of
death, the fhould pofles fuch a compofure of
mind. She fpeaks of her end with fuch fatisfac~

tion, and her countenance proclaims fuch tran-
quillity and peace of mind,that I cannot deferibe,
She is very cheerful and lively in her converfation,
more fo than ever fhe was known to be when in
perfeét health, except at intervals, when pamn
‘comes on very acnte. Her departure was expe&ed
every hour on Thurfday; but fhe again revived,
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and on Friday morning was rather better, when
the {poke of what the withed to be done after
her death, and alfo of the goodnefs and kindnefs
of God during her pilgrimage, likewife of the pro-
fpe@ that lay belore her in the world to come;
the particulars of which I cannot relate now, it
being poft time; but you fhall hear from me again
foon. She bears a moft faithiul teftimony to the
truth the-embraced, to the-power of God in main-
taining and fupporting her thus far, and of the
efficacy of the blood and righteoufnefs of Jefus
Chuvift to cleanfe and to juftify; which I am per-
fuaded will leave a lafling nmpreflion upon the
beholders. I am

Yours affectionately,
B. Corr.

N. B. T with you could fee her. She is very
weak indeed, but very comfortable and happy;
defires her love to you, and would be glad to
hear from you in return.
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TO MR. B. CORT, LEICESTER.

Dear Bex,

Youns came fafe to hand. You
prefs me to'the North, not confidering that I have
lately been in the Eaft, and am this day bound
for the South, namely, Cranbrook and Ruther-
field. Iam glad at my heart that Mifs Cham-
berlain is fo happy in her laft ftages. Tell her
from me that I have a charge againft her for un-
becoming fecrecy. What was {poken and done
in fecret fhould have been made known and
come abroad, yea, proclaimed upon the houfe-
tops. Was fhe athamed of her fmutty father,
that fhe concealed her kindred ¢ Fair dealing,
and not {muggling, beft becomes thofe who buy
the truth and fell it not.  She clofed in with the
offer, and made a match with the heavenly
bridegroom, while I was publithing the bans:
but the loft fight of the bridegroom’s friend, though
fhe knew that I was proxy. Tell her that, if I
had been the {on of nobles, this had not been
the cafe. My coal-fack robs me. But whatever
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good any man doth, of the Lord he fhall receive
his reward. She muft and fhall be my joy, and
the crown of my rejoicing, in that day when
every branch of the coal-trade will be forgotten.
And, as death will then be {wallowed up in vic-
tory, fo all flavery will be fwallowed up in
royalty. She came in laft, and yet is paid fir@t.
She has wrought but one hour, and yet is made
equal with us who have borne the burden and
heat of the day. The Mafter is good, but my
eye is evil. We agreed at firft for a penny; for
the language of every convicted foul is, I care
not what I fuffer if I had but faith to believe that
Chrift died for me. The Lord ‘takes us at our
word, and agrees for the penny a day.: Here it
appears that faith is that penny, for we have no
true riches but in faith, nor food nor clothing
without it; for we live by faith. And the beft
robe is only to them that believe. And, if faith
be right and genuine, it works by love; and
love is the image, if not the fuperfcription, of
that penny. I doubt not but there will be a
deal of murmuring againft the good man of the
houfe. Tom Barfton, U hear, has begun already.
But is it not right .that the Mafter thould do as
he pleafes with his own? We cannot doubt of
that. The reward is to all who love his appear-
ing; nor fthall fthe be perfec without us. Give
my kind love to her; tell her I wifh her a2 good
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journey, .and that the will fhortly enjoy what we
believe and hope for, namely, that * precious
in the fight of the Lord is the death of his

{aints.”

'Yours in the beft of all bonds,

4th O&. 1809. W. HuNTINGTON.
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YO THE REV. W. HUNTINGTON.

REV. AND DEAR Sir,. Leicefter, O&. 5, 1809.

Y esTERDAY, at one o’clock, my dear

fifier breathed her laft, and went to rest in the
bofom of her heavenly Father. 1 have loft an
affe@ionate fifter, and an invaluable houfekeeper:
but my lofs is her eternal gain. At times I feel
great diftrefs at lofing of her; but I forrow not as
thofe that have no hope; being fully perfuaded
that fhe fell afleep in Jefus; and  blefled are
the dead that diein the Lord.” Her end was glo-
rious; -and truly ¢ the memory of the juft is
blefled.” I feldom left the room during the laft
fix days of her life, when fhe often {poke to me,
and to other friends about her, of what fhe en-
joyed. The good Lord was pleafed to ftrengthen
her upon the bed of languifhing, to make al] her
bed in her ficknefs, and abundantly to blefs her
with his prefence. Her outward man perifhed,

but the inward man was daily renewed ; for every

day fhe feemed to gain greater firength in the

Lord, though her bodily firength was all gone, for

the could not help herfelf in the leaft thing; but.
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God was the ftrength of her heart, and fhe knew
that he would be her portion for ever, and her
foul greatly rejoiced in him. I never faw her
when in health with fuch a countenance as the
had during her illnefs; I may fay, without cx-
aggeration, her face fhone like the face of an
angel, for truly the Lord was the health of her
countenance. How ¢ happy are the people that
are in fuch a cafe! yea, blefled are the people
whofe God is the Lord.” She many times fpake
very affeétionately of you, exprefled a great de-
fire to fee you once more, and requefted her kind
fove. She faid many {weet things, at different
times, to me and my valuable friend Mr. B. Cort,
who was with me; and alfo to Mifs Sheafbury,
a particular friend of my fifter’s, who was with
her the laft ten days. I have made a memo-
randum of fome of the things the fpake, and I
think that we three together can recall to mind
moft of what fhe faid, which [ intend to write
down as foon as I have time, and to fend you.
T hope we fhall have the pleafure of feeing you
at Leicefter before the days get thort; many will
be glad to fee you. The Lord has blefled your
labours amongft us many times, and I hope we
thall foon fee you again, that we may receive
another benefit, How glad fhould I be if you
was here to {peak to us, and to declare to the
pu‘ohc what great things the Lord hath done for
my fifter. On Friday laft fhe was fpeaking to
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her friends who ftood about her for more than
three hours. There were feveral in the room, and
amongft the many things fhe mentioned, which
are far beyond the limits of a letter, fhe told us
again of her deliverance under a difcourfe you
preached at Newark from thefe words, “ Itis a
faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Jefus Chrift came into the world to fave finners,
of whom I am chief.” It was then that the Lord
brought her out of her diftres into a fiate of
friendfhip and reconciliation with himfelf, and
gave her the enjoyment of pardon and peace; and
the teftified to all around her that fhe had that
peace which pafieth all underftanding. I fhal}
be very glad to receive a line from you.  That
the Lord may be with my ever dear and invalu-
able friend, and crown the labour of his latter
days with abundant {uccefs, is the earnest prayer

of my heart.

Josern CHAMBERLATYN.
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TO THE REV. W. HUNTINGTON.

REV. AND DEAR S[R,‘ Leicefter, O&. 10, 1800.

I saip in mylaft that 1 would give
you fome of the particulars of my fifter’s conver-
fation previous to her departure, which I am
fure you will be glad to hear; for, although I
have been fatisfied in my own mind, and fome.
others alfo, refpeting her eternal ftate, for fome
time paft, yet it appears more confirming when
fhe ufed fuch language, and found fuch fupport,
in the approach of death, through that fweet en-
joyment the had of the Lord’s love and favour to
her. A few days prior to her confinement fhe
told me much of her experience, and how fharply
fhe bad been exercifed at times; what dreadful
‘things went through her mind, fuch as fhe durft
not even {peak of. She faid, ¢ When [ do not
¢ enjoy the Lord’s prefence, I feel many fears
¢ and mifgivings of heart. But why fhould I
¢ expect to efcape this, when Chrift himfelf cried
¢ out, “ My God, my God, why haft thou for-
¢ faken me!” That confideration is often a great
¢« comfort and fupport to my mind.” The peace
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of foul which fhe enjoyed for the laft fix days
was very great, and her converfation was encou-
raging and comforting to all that came to fee her:
the faid, “ Thou wilt keep that man in perfect
¢ peace whofe mind is ftayed on thee.” Andfo I
¢ find it, for fo far as God hath given me faith to
¢ ftay my mind on him I have peace. I cannot
¢ fay that I have any fear of death; perfelt love
¢ hath caft out all fear; nor have I any toffings in
¢my mind, nor do I feel thole fharp exercifes
« which I have had; I have that peace in my
¢ confcience which pafleth all underftanding,
¢ which this world knows nothing of. “The fiing
¢ of death is fin, and the ftrength of fin is the
¢ law; but thanks be to God who giveth us the
¢ victory through our Lord Jefus Chrift.,” Mr.
B. Cort faid to her, ¢ You remember Mr. Hunt-
¢ ington’s faying from the pulpit, < If perfect love
¢ had caft out all fear, you would be no more
¢ afraid of death than 1 am of you.” ¢ Yes,” {fhe
faid, ¢I do, and I think that fome who are not fo
¢ firong in faith as Mr. H. can fay the fame: T feel
¢ no fear, death will be {wallowed up in victory.
¢ Formerly I ufed to have great terror; and was
¢ fo exercifed with the fear of death, that often-
¢ times the fweat has dropt from me. One night
< in particular, among(t many others, I was in
¢ great fear and diftrefs; I got up, and earneftly
¢ prayed to the Lord to remove my fears, and to
B2
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¢ reveal himfelf to me; and, if he had any mercy
¢ for me, to {hew me mercy. The Lord heard
¢ me in this time of trouble, and delivered me, fo
¢ that my foul was melted under a feeling fenfe
¢ of his goodnefs, and this fcripture came with
¢ power, “ The ranfomed of the Lord fhall return
¢ and come_to Zion with fongs, and everlafting
¢ joy upon their heads; they fhall obtain joy and
¢ gladnefs, and forrow and fighing thall flee away.”
<’And immediately after this verfe in Hart’s hymns
¢ came upon my mind;

¢ I'll lay me down and fweetly fleep,

< For 1 have peace with God;;

¢« 4nd when I wake He fhall me keep,
¢ Thro’ faith in Jefu’s blood.

¢ I did lay me down in peace; and when Iawoke
¢ thg Lord kept me by faith in his blood; he has
¢ kept me to this day, and I now have peace.
¢ When I was at Matlock my feelings were very
¢ different at times; I was taken very ill on Wed-
¢ nefday,.and from then till Sunday I felt very
¢ dead in my foul, and dark refpeéting my eternal
< ftate; which brought me to cry mightily to God.
¢ I may fay the Lord for a fmall moment forfakes,
¢ and in a little wrath hideth his face, but with
¢ everlafting kindnefs he hath mercy on me. I
¢ read Mr. Huntington’s “ Kingdom of Heaven
¢ taken by Prayer,” and often wept while reading,
< it was fo fuitable to my feelings, and fo blefled
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¢ to my foul while looking in it. On Sunday
¢ 1 found myfelf fo happy, and my f{oul fo melted
¢ under the goodnefs of the Lord, that I knew,
¢ whether I lived or died, I was the Lord’s. I
¢ praifed his name, and felt more than I am able
¢ to exprefs. O, if I could but make the profefl-
¢ ing world know what I feel, they would never
¢ fpeak againft Mr. Huntington, nor his religion,
¢ any more. O, how fhould I hike to'fee him
¢ once more in the fleth!” Being told that her
time would be but thort here, the faid ¢ I know
¢ it will not, but I am the beft off of you all.
« The righteous perifheth, and no man layeth it
¢ to heart; and merciful men are taken away,
¢ none confidering that the righteous is taken
¢ away from the evil to come.” [ have rejoicing
¢ in_my/felf, and it is what [ feel that fupports me,
¢ and the comfort which I enjoy fprings from my
¢ confidence in God. At times [ feel more than
¢ I can utter; and then I think to myfelf,O what
- < fhall 1 enjoy as foon as I am gone! « Eye hath

¢ not feen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered the

¢ heart of man to conceive, what God hath pre-

¢ pared for them that love bim; but it is revealed

¢ unto us by his Spirit:” and I look upon it that
¢ it will be the {fame as I now feel, only I fhall

<« have {uch an'abundant increafe, ¢ Now abideth

¢ faith, hope, and charity; but the greateft of
¢ thefe is charity.” The love whicli I feel will

< abide for ever, and be increafed.” B. C. faid
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to her, © We know but in part, and prophefy in
-« part;” and then fhe {poke on, faying, « when
¢ that which is perfect is come, then that which
¢ is in part fhall be done away. Now we fee
¢ through a glafs darkly, but then face to face.
¢ Now- 1 know in part, but then shall I know
¢ even as alfo Tam known, and be filled with all the
¢ fulnefs of God. I find many interruptions here;
¢ and when I have fuch enjoyments, there. are
¢ many things which I wifh to leave behind, and
¢ be gone. The end of the perfect man is peace.
¢ In Chrift the weary and heavy laden find reft
¢ for their fouls; and I {hall foon be gone, and be
"_ for ever at reft.” 1 faid to her, ¢ Unto them that
¢ look for him thall he appear the fecond time
¢ without fin unto falvation, and they.which {leep
¢ in Jefus will God bring with him." A fterwards
the converfed with all prefent for fome time, and
then faia, <O the power of unbelief! bow has
¢ Satan filled my mind oftentimes with doubts and
¢ fears! [ have looked forward to death many
¢ times with terror, fearing I thould be left at laft.
¢ But it is not fo; blefled be the Lord for ever,
¢ he has far exceeded my expectations; I thank
¢ him for his goodnefs and mercy to me, and
¢ hope it may be for the comfort and encourage-
< ment of thofe that are left behind, who may be
< exercifed with the fame fears that I have been.
s | am a witnefs of his faithfulnefs and truth, and
¢ now prove the reality of religion, and feel his
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¢ power to fupport me in this trying hour : when
*-my ftrength faileth me his prefence comforts me.
« Though it is tharp pafling through the valley of
¢ the fhadow of death, yet I experience the fulfil-
¢ ment of his promife, “ I will never leave thee
¢ nor forfake thee.” On the Friday preceding
her death, the phyfician faid to her, ¢ I am glad
“ to fee you look fo comfortable to day.” She faid
to him, ¢Yes, I am comfortable, I am very happy;
¢ [ would rather die than live” He replied, €I
¢ never heard fuch a thing, I cannot believe it.’
She anfwered bhim again, ¢ Why, Sir, if [ would
¢ not rather die than live, how could I be com-
¢ fortable?” The greatest calmnefs and compofure
were in her countenance, which teftified to all
who faw her that fhe was happy in heart. The
Lord anointed her head with oil, and his name
‘was as ointment poured forth; the houfe was
filled with the odour thereof, for a fiveet favour
feemed to reft upon all around her. The day
before her departure I never left her for many
minutes together; fhe feveral times fpake fweetly
to me of the goodnefs of the Lord. I read feveral
of David’s Plalms to her; particularly the 107th,
She fiopt me many times, and -made fome very
pretty remarks, and faid, ¢ The language of my
¢ heart is with David, * O that men would. praife
¢ the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonder-
¢ ful works to the children of men!” She fpoke
-upon the laft verfe, « Whofo is wife, and will
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¢ obferve thefe things, even they fhall underftand
¢ the lovingkindnefs of the Lord;” and then
mentioned how often fthe had been comforted in
reading the Epiftle of James, particularly the laft
chapter, fpeaking of the prayer of a righteous
man availing much with God. The laft thing
fhe afked of me was, to look her the chapter
where it Is faid, “Thefe all died in faith,” &ec.
I read it to her; and while I ftood by her talking
upon the words, ¢ Thefe all died in faith,” the be-
came much worfe in body, and afterwards faid but
little. One morning when B. C. and myflf were in
converfation with her, our friend Mr. Lockwood
came in, and after flanding a little while to hear
her {peak, he faid, ¢ I am glad to hear your con-
¢ verfation, and to find you fo comfortable.” She
rreplied, ¢ Yes, Mr. Lockwoed, I am very happy.
He f4id to her, ¢ If a lively countenance is a true
¢ index of the heart, you are happy indeed.” On
his departure he faid, < Farewell; and, if I never-
¢ fee you again in this world, I hope to follow
¢ you to a better.” She faid, ¢ Yes, I believe you
“ will, and many others who have been to fee me
¢ during my illnefs” When B. C. faid to her,
¢ Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord from
~henceforth,” fhe anfwered, ¢ Yea, faith the Spirit,
¢ that they may reft from their labours, and their
¢ works do follow them.” The hymn which the

chofe to be fung at her funeral is in page 189 of
Mr. Hart’s,
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.She is now gone to join the {pirits of juft men
made perfe@. ¢ Precious in the fight of the Lord
is the death of his faints.” Her fpirit is returned
to God who gave it. 'With feveral other friends,
I followed her remains to the ground on Sunday
laft, where her fleth refis in fure and certain hope
of the refurre@ion to -everlafting life. I myfelf,
with many others, hope to fee you at Leicefter
foon, and I fhall be very glad to receive a line
from you.

God Almighty blefs my dear friend, and crown
his labours more and more; and that he may be
long "continued upon the earth for the Church’s
fake, is the hearty prayer of him who fubfcribes
himfelf, in the beft of all bonds,

Yours very affeétionately,

Josgpn CHAMBERLAIN.
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TO MR. CHAMBERLAIN,
LEICESTER.

My dear Son in the faith of our common Lord, grace
and peace be with thee through Him.

1 seroff to go into Kent on the 4th
day of this month, and did not return till yefter-
day, the 12th: of courfe I {aw neither of your
letters until I came home. The firft I opened
mentioned your fifter’s departure, which was no
more than what I expeéted, and yet it was very
affe@ting, and fo it was to all in my houfe, who
heard the letters read. But I muft tell you, that
the un¢tion that anointed her to her burial {pread
its odour far from Leicefter; for Mr. B.Cort having
mentioned that your fifier’s happinefs had pro-~
voked fome to jealoufy, and that T. Barfton was
gone off in thofe flames to: Grantham, upon
reading thereof thefe words came into my mind,
‘¢ But he anfwered one of them, and faid, Friend,
I do thee no wrong: didft thou not agree with
me for a penny.!” Matt. xx. 18.

From that time the parable of the labourers in
the vineyard hung upon my mind; and although
I was (as 1 thought) furnithed with a meffage for
the Lord’s day at Cranbrook, yet this continuing
to open more and more to my view, ‘my other
text withdrew into the back ground, vanifhed,
and went out of fight, and left the above paffage
uppermoft upon my mind, neareft to my heart,
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and fhining brighter and brighter upon my un-
derftanding; fo that I fpoke from it for the firt
time at Cranbrook ; and I think [ was right in fo
doing, for his prefence was with me; and I believe
that I was little lefs than three hours in the pul-
pit; and, finding my cruife not empty, in the
afternoon I took it again, and was in my pulpit
full two hours more. I fhall fay no more upon
this fubject, as many of the brethren at Cranbrook
wifh me to print the difcourfes; and, if God per-
mit, and enable me, I intend to comply with
their requeft.

My dear friend is not ignorant of the poor man
who was the means of building that place, and
of the difmal end he made; and yet you yourfelf,
~ and your dear departed fifter alfo, were both be-
gotten to a lively hope, and received the firft live
coal of eternal love in that place; nor have I a
fingle doubt, but it will be faid when the Lord
writeth up the people, that Jofeph and Mary
Chamberlain were born there, (Pfalm lxxxvii.
5. 6.) God will work, and who fhall let it?

The contents of yours filled me with grief
mingled with joy; I was joyful at feeing the.
divine dexterity the manifefted in carrying on the
thread of difcourfe, and adding her confiftent
Links to the golden chain, upon every hint drop-
ped ; which thewed how richly the word of God
dwelt in her, 1n all knowledge, in all utterance,
and fpiritual underftanding.  Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings God ordains firength, to
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perfe&t praife, becaufe of his enemies, that he
may ftill the enemy and the avenger; for when
the Spirit bears his’ teftimony Satan is put to
filence, being rebuked by the finner’s Advocate
when the brand is plucked from the fire. The
minifiry of the Spirit is not ceafed; the gofpel is
fiill the power of God to falvation.

My dear fon has feen in his fifter, even when
the outward man was half dead, the life, the
vigour, the vivacity, activity, and fpirituality of
the hidden man of, the heart; how agile, how
angelic, even when on the verge of eternity; but
the foul feels the rays and joys of eternal day.
And, if the incorruptible feed feems fo pregnant
with heavenly treafure and divine fulnefs when
only drawing near to perfeGion, and while it is
unclothed with the body of death, what muft it
be, and what muft it feel, when the fhrouds,
hoods, and vails, are put off for good and all!
The Holy Spirit and his train of grace; the hea-
venly light and life, which are the quinteffence of
faith; and glory, which is the foul of hope; and
the divine power, which has been our fupport in
much patience; and love, which is our holinefs;
and joy, which is the flame of love’s fire; and
peace, which is the calm of heaven, and which is
now the end .of all war, and will be in future the
end of all trouble; and reft, which is the labour-
ing man’s heme, his bed, his paradife; and the
be& robe, Zion's bridal attire; and a fulnefs of
God, of the knowledge of God, and of the enjoy-
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ment of Him; which puts an end to the craving
appetite, {o as there will be no more longing,
defiring, hungering, nor thirfiing; and of courfe
no more begging, forrowing, nor crying. The
fruits of the Spirit are the believer’s fecret treafure,
the good and perfect gifts from the Father of
lights, the incorruptible feed of the fecond Adam,
the bleflings of the better covenant, the empire of
all-conquering grace, and the kingdom of Ged in
obfcurity. All this {reafure your fifter took with
her; fhe left nothing but the body, confifting of
earth and water; anid when the foul departed from
that, then the blood chilled, and the whole infer-
nal crop of luft and corruptior that moment died,
and every evil thought of it, and evil thought
from it, in that very day perifthed; you heard the
Hely Spirit {peak by her, you felt the force and
fmelt the fweet favour ef celeftial eloquence,
which is the language of paradife; every grace
had a voice, but affurance and love were the
chief {peakers.

All the powers of the foul, regenerated and
renewed, proclaimed their- happy fiate, bleffed
readinefs, and undoubted expectation.. The will
in {weet refignation; the bufly mind lively and hea-
venly; the underflanding {weetly illuminated; the
judgment clear, found, and at a certainty; the
confcience placed ferene and at reft; the affec-
tions glowing and flaming with the hallowed fire
from the altar of burnt offering ; while the minis-
tering angels flood liftening, and learning from
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the faints the manifold wifdom of God; (Epk,
iil. 10.) and they watch and wait on the Holy
Spirit, and on his peffeflion, to carry the foy]
into the blefled enjoyment of God’s eternal love,
* which is the bofom of Abrabam, and of all hig
feed. Thus departs the heaven-born foul, enrobed
with it’s wedding garment, decked and adorned
with every needful grace; furnithed with all ef<
fential truth, anointed with the oil of joy, and
perfumed with the odour of the grand oblation:
this is the death of the righteous, and this is the
bride adorned for her hufband.

Now, if my dear fon confiders thefe few fcraps
that I have written, the foul departed in its
regenerate and renewed ftate, and with all the
divine endowments of its mental powers; the
wedding robe of the Saviour on it, and the Holy
Spirit and his work in it; the canopy of atoning
blood over it, and every grace in vigour and
lively exercife, reigning through righteou(nefs to
eternal life, and juft ready to blaze forth in eter-
nal glory; there is little room left for grief. Your
fifter can laugh, think, talk, fing, rejoice, exult,
and triumph even now, better than ever {he could.
Mofes on the mount of transfiguration could talk
though without a body, as well as Elijah who had
one, so that Peter and John could heai them and
underfland them too, (Luke ix. 31.) for ¢ they
fpake of his deceafe which he fhould accomplith
at Jerufalem.” We fhall be as the angels; for,
though they are fpirits, yet they talk and fing
too, Luke ii. 13.
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Your fifter’s remains are fiill with us, and it
is but a fmall part that fhe has left behind; and
it is the will of God that no part of his faints,
which are the work of God’s own hands, thould
be loft; no, there thall not an hair of their head
perifh, for thefe are all numbered. Sin, which
is the work of the devil, fhall be defiroyed, for
Chrift was manifeft in the fleth to do this. But
as for the body, that is left to reft in hope till
the angel’s tramp, and the voice of the Son of
God fhall awaken it; then it fhall be quickened,
and be brought up again from the depths of the
earth, Pfalm Ixxi. 20. The fame Spirit that com-
forted her at her departure, fhall quicken her
mortal body, and change it, and fathion it like
unto the glorious body of Chrifi, and as fuch re-
unite it to the departed foul: fo that Chrift will
lofe no part of his purchafed poffeflion. The
Tord is afcended * far above all heavens, that he
" might fill all things,” Eph.iv. 10. Grace is our

treafure, but in this life there is not one grace
" that has a perfect fulnefs in it; there is a defi-
ciency, a fomething wanting in every one; and
hence proceed our hungerings and thirflings after
more light, more life, more knowledge, more love,
more joy, &c; for none of thefe in our prefent
ftate are full; but «“the pure in heart thall fee God.”
This will be the beatific vifion, and it will be an
aflimilating and transforming of us into the image
of thé fecond Adam; and then we fhall confefs
that the following, as well as every other truth,
~ is fettled in heaven. ‘1 lead in the way of
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righteoufnefs, that I may caufe thofe that love me
fo inherit fubftance; and I will fill their treafures,”
Prov. viii. 20,21. And this every heaven-born foul
feels, which finifkes its courfe with joy, for God
fhines refplendent upon it, which is ¢ the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jefus' Chrift,” 2 Cor. iv. 6. Unbeclouded
light, unchangeable love,- and the fulnefs of joy
in their perfeétion, are peculiar to the higher
world. Hence, when the foul is indulged with
God’s fmiling prefence at its departure, it firug-
gles to quit the body of death, and the obfcuring
vail of ignorance, dreading the difmal gloom,
and the returning works and warriﬁgs of inbred
corruption. And, if our graces of love, hope,
and joy, even in this life, are admitted within the
vail, we need not wonder at their (uperabounding
life and vigour, when on the verge of their na-
tive.country, and when animated with the glories
‘of their own climate.

My dear friend, adieu! The good Lord fur-
nith thee with patience and fubmiffion to his
fovereign will and pleafure in this feparation.
And I do moft fincerely blefs, praife, and adore
my moft benign, reverend, and revered Father in
Chrift, for his great condefcenfion in making ufe
of fo mean and fo defpicable an infirument as
myfelf to be an ambaffador of {alvation and peace,
both to her and to you. To God only wife be
glory in the charch by Chrift Jefus, throughout
all ages, world without end, Amen and Amen.

W. H. S5

T, Bensley, Printer,
Belt Court, [leet Strcet, London,



