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THE

COALHEAVER’S SCRAPS, &e.

PAUL’S LAW OF THE MIND EXAMINED.

Rowm. vii. @5.
 So then with the mind I myself serve the law of
God.”

Iris kngwn by fad experience, to all that love
the Almighty, that the carnal mind is enmity
againft God:- And it is the application of the
law that dilcovers thié; for the law working
wrath in the foul, and minifiering nothing but
death to it, ftirs up this enmity; this Paul calls
the reviving of fin at the coming of the com-
mandment.

But God hasprovided and promifed a remedy
for this difeafe. He promifes, by his Spirjt in
Noah, that he would perfuade Japheth, and he
fhould dwell in the tents of Shem, Gen. ix. 27.
This is a promife made to the Gentiles. And
this work of perfuading feems to be the working
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faith in the minds of men by the power of the
Holy Ghost; hence God is faid to send the word
of the gofpel to the fouls of men with power
jn the Holy Ghoft, and with much affurance,
1 Thefl. i. 5. And the operation of this divine
power put forth 1is faid to produce faith; “ God
fulfil all the good pleafure of his goodnefs, and
the work of faith with power,” ¢ Thefl i. 11.
The whole of this work is called a perfuafion in
the mind; ¢ Let every man be fully persuaded
in his own mind,” Rom. xiv. 5; and this per-
fuafion Paul afferts to be the faith of Abraham ;
“ And, being fully perfuaded that what he [God]
had promifed, he was able also to perform, there-
fore it was imputed to him for righteoufnefs,”
Rom. iv. 21, 22. This matter is more fully set
forth in the proclamation of God in the promifes
of the covenant, where it is exprefsly faid that
God would put his laws into their hearts, and in
their minds he would write them, Heb. x. 16.
Some folks 'may be ready to fay that there is no
call for a divine pé&wer difplayed in perfuading
the minds of men to believe in Chrift. Baut let
fuch try their {kill upon a finner convinced of
the fin of unbelief ahd of the enmity of his mind;
the hardnefs of his heart, and the rebellion of his
will, and who has all his crimes before his eyes,
and nothing but guilt and wrath in his heart.
Tell fuch that all their afflictions are 'in love;
that, although they are enemies to God, they
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are reconciled by Chrift; and that, though they
are ungodly, yet they fhall be jufiified; and,
although they are filled with wrath, yet they are
loved with an everlafting love ; and, though exer-
cifed with the friares of death and pains of hell,
yet they are the adopted fons of God, and heirs
of the kingdom of heaven; and they will tell you
that all men are liars, None bat God can per-
fuade Japheth.

In allufion to the impreffion that the Holy
Ghoft made, called the finger of God, upon the
two tables of ftone in the hand of Mofes, is this
law of faith faid to be written on the mind; and
I believe it is the fame in fubfiance as the con-.
tents of Habakkuk’s vifion, which he was bid
to write and make plain upon tables, Hab. ii. 2
for thislaw and the Spirit of life’come both to-
gether, and the contents amount to this, ** The
juft fhall live by his faith.,” Paul calls it a writ-
ing by the Spirit on the flefhly tables of the heart,
2Cor. iii. 3. The writing the law of faith is
called a perfuading of the mind ; and every child
of God knows that, when he is fully perfuaded of
his intereft in Chrift, and that the righteoufnefs
of Chrift is imputed and the fentence of juflifica-
tion pafled, the fentence of death is abolithed, the
witnefs of our fonfthip and juftification is received
into the court of confcience, and the peace of
God, as the fruit and effet of righteoufnefs,
reigns and rules in the heart, Thefe are the
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flefhy tables of the heart which Paul fpeaks of,
alluding to God’s promife of giving us a new
heart and a new fpirit. When this moft glorious
work is done, the troubled and difquieted mind
confides in the power of God, fasfiveetly difplayed
or put.-forth in the foul at its happy and blefled
.deliverance. And, confcious, of its own weak-
nefs, and of the deceit of its own heart, by break-
ing all its refolutions, vows, and promifes, it
‘cleaves fq the power it feels, and enjoys both reft
and peace in God its Saviour. Righteoufnefs
goes forth as brightnefs to the underftanding, and
as a lamp that burneth to the affeétions; it brings
pardon to the confcience like the rays of the fun,
and peace to the heart like a river. Tothis power
difplayed the foul cleaves, in this power it refis,
and dreads every' thing that difturbs, difquiets,
_or, removes it; and’ finds the promife fulfilled;
« Thou wilt keep him in perfeét peace, whofe
mind is ftayed on thee,” Isaiah xxvi. 3.

Having touched upon God's promife to per-
fuade the mind, by fending the word with power
and much aflurance, and of the flefhy tables of
the heart feeling the impreflfion, the apoftle tells
us of the change made in this mind; * Be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind,” .Rom. xii: .
This renewing is making {omething new which
was once DEW before; having its filth purged,
its enmity fubdued, and furnithed with fomething
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from above, that it may be taken off from its
apoftacy, and be replaced, refixed, and re-efta-
blithed upon the fame objet as it was when it
was firt made. This is what I underftand by
renewing.

The apoftle fays of himfelf, and of all fuch,
¢ We have the mind of Chrift,” 1 Cor. 11. 16;.
which many good men underftand of our having
a knowledge of the mind and will of God in
Chrift Jefus, as revealed in the word of the gofpel.
But I do not believe that this is the apoftle’s mean-
ing, becaufe men may have all knowledge, and
underftand all myfteries, and yet be nothing. The
apoftle feems to me to mean the Holy Spirit; that
we have the fpirit of Chrift, which he calls the
fpirit of love, of power, and of 2 found mind,
2 Tim.i. 7. Thus we fee that faith i1s firft called
a perfuafion in the mind.

2. A full aﬁ"urance, attended with a divine
power. .

3. The law of faith written on the mind, and
put in the heart, and in the flethy tables of the
heart. :

4. It is called the mind of Cbhrift; and

5. The Holy Ghoft, which we receive, is
called the spirit of a found mind. And I am
fully perfuaded that the Holy Ghoft is a fpirit of
light and revelation in our underftanding; the
fpirit of judgment in the judgment of them that
fit in judgment; the fpirit of peace in our con-
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fcience; the fpirit of love in our affeions; the
{pirit of power in our will ; and the {pirit of faith,
life, trath, and foundnefs, in the believer’s mind.
This moft certainly is the mind of Chrift, or the
fame fpirit that was in him; and, < If any man
have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is mone of his:”
Afor, in the Spirit, Chrift and the believer are one,
* He that is joined to the Lord is one fpirit.”
Such fouls havé the mind of Chrift by the Spirit’s
influence} they mind the fame things as he did;
they are engaged in the fame labour and warfare ;
they meet with the fame oppofitions, they purfue -
the fame end; they aim at the fame joy fet before
them; they are joint heirs of the fame inherit-
ance; and they fhare in the honeur, glory, and
majefty, of the fame kingdom. This is what I
underfiand by the mind of Chrift; and this ap-
pears to me to be confirmed by the following
texts; ¢ Let this mind be in you which was alfo
in Chrift Jefus,” Phil. 1. 5; ene mind in both.
¢ We know not what we thould pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit itfelf maketh interceflion
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
And he that fearcheth the heart knoweth what is
the mind of the Spirit.” Here our moft evan-
gelical apoftle brings us gradually to a point.
He tells us plainly that the human mind is fur-
nifhed with carnality, and that this carnal mind s
enmity againft God, and cannot be fubject to his
law. That we muft be transformed by the re-
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newing of our mind. Then he intimates that
one branch of this renewing is a divine con-
fidence, which he calls a perfuafion in the mind.
Then he tells us that fuch have the mind of Chrifi,
being partakers of the fpirit of power and of a
found mind; and then he is exprefs in the whole,
‘and fcrews us up to the higheft key, calling it the
mind of the Spirit. And this accounts for what
I have often been amazed at, and in a moft fingu-
lar manner was exercifed with, in one day, not
long fince. I found, in the early part of the day,
much undeferved and unexpe&ed indulgence in
my approaches to the Lord. I had received fome
accounts of fuccefs in the miniftry, and fome
cheering rays of the Lord’s countenance, and not
a few fmiles of his providence. My foul moved
in concert with the fweet impreflions, and no-
thing was uppermoft in my mind but God my
Saviour, his goodnefs to me, his work in me,
and my expe&tations of future blifs anticipated
by faith, and already in hope. Soon after this,
in the fame day, things counter to all the above
indulgences occarred, and I found my mind as
inflexible, ftubborn, envious, and as rebellious
as the enemy of fouls could make it, which co-
vered me with thame and confufion; and, if [
do not forget, | had no lefs than three of thefe
changes that fame day. At this time Paul's law in
the members and in the mind came frefh into my
thoughts; and upon thefe I meditated, pondered,
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and exercifed myfelf at times for 2 month or fix
weeks before I began to preach upon thefe fub-
jects; and I came to this conclufion, that, when
we are, as John fays, in the Spirit, faith, life,
power, and heavenly things, are uppermoft, yea,
all in all: and at other times, when in the fur-
nace, there is the reverfe of all thefe. John, in
his Revelation, twice méntions being in the Spirit;
« And immediately 1 was in the Spirit.” And
again, “ I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day;”
which thews that thefe indulgences were not per-
petual, and that at certain feafons he was in fome
things the reverfe of this; and what can that be
but being, in fome fenfe, in the flefh? which is
the.only oppofite to being in the Spirit.

That faculty of the foul, which is called the
mind, is but one, although we read of a carnal
mind and a fpiritual mind. The Spirit is faid to
transform us by renewing the mind; and to have
the mind {piritual is life and peace. The life of
the Spiiit is in.the mind, and peace with God
in the confcience. And, to raife our thoughts ftill
higher, he fays this is the Spirit of a found mind,
and then he fays, ¢ We have the mind of Chrift;”
and, < Let this mind be in you, which was alfo
in Chrift Jefus;” and, lafily, he exprefsly calls it
the mind of the Spirit, becaufle he 1s the fole and
whole controller, influencer, and operator in the
mind of the believer, and produces all the lively
excrcifes, motions, delights, pleafure, and fatisfac-
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tion, which are enjoyed under his quickening and
comforting adminiftration.

And this is a wonderful myftery, that the mind
of the Spirit, life, peace, and heavenly things,
fhould be o fenfibly and fo deeply felt and en-
joyed, as to make the foul a heaven upon earth,
Jeremiah xxxi. 26; and then, in lefs than an hour
after, carnality, enmity, rebellion, wrath, and bit-
ternefs, thould work fo powerfully in the felfsame
part, Lam. 1il. 15.

But this is Paul’s touchftone; * They that are
after the Spirit do mind the things of the Spirit,”
Rom.viii. 5. The believer fets his heart upon'thefe,
be his inward frarres what they may; and the
things of the Spirit, that he minds, and feels, and
follows after, are the following—He higbly prizes
the promifed affifiance of the Spirit helping his
infirmities in prayer; he knows without this there
is no freedom of fpeech or of foul, no enlargement,
no energy, no boldnefs, no accefs, no pouring out
the foul before God, ror cafting our cares and
burdens on him, no troubles left behind, nor re-
frethings brought down. The foul returns from
the well of falvation with the pitcher empty, and
covers his head becaufe there is no water.’

* 2. The grand evidences of the believer’s adop-
tion are the things of the Spirit, which a child of
‘God fets his heart much upon; and thefe are,
firft, the Spirit's cry of ¢ Abba, Father,” witha
full perfuafion in the heart of the truth of it; and



( 12) ,
likewife the witnefs of the Spirit, he bearing wit-
nefs with our {pirils that we are the children
of God.

3. The liberty of the Spirit, or deliverance
from legal bondage and flavifh fear, is highly
eficemed by the believer alfo; ¢ Reftore unto me
the joy of thy falvation, and uphold me with thy
free Spirit.”

4. The confolations of the Spirit, {pringing
from a lively hope, from the powerful application
of the promifes, from a fenfe of God’s gracious
prefence, and of his acceptance and approbation
of us in Chrift Jefus. Thefe are highly prized
by fpiritual men, and the reverfes of them are a
fore trouble; ¢ The Comforter that thould relieve
my foul is far from me,” Lam. 1. 16.

5. The graces of meeknels and humility are
highly prized by the believer, for in the exercife
of thefe he finds the greatelt accefs to God, and
the fweeteft union with him; and he is then in
the beft frame to receive any inftruion, impref-
fion, or love-token, from him. ¢ Seek ye the Lord,
all ye meck of the earth, which have wrought his
judgment; feek righteoufnefs, feck meeknefs,”
Zeph, ii. 3.

6. The love of the Spirit is a moft choice
treafure to the child of God, becaufe it is the bond
of the covenant, the marriage ring, the badge of
the chriftian profeflion, and the nebleft memher
of the new man. It enlarges the heart, and makes
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the face to thine; it purges the heart of its idols,
of fear and torment, and of all the mercenary
meannefs which reigns and rules in-the beggarly
souls of fervants. ¢ Let him kifs me with the
kiffes of his lips ; for thy love is better than wine,”
Songi. 2. I might have added patience,fubmif-
fion, joy, peace, light, life, knowledge, &c. for the
believer minds all thefe things, and thefe are the
things of the Spirit.

Now the apoftle fays, ¢ With the mind I
myfelf ferve the law of God;” by:‘which he means
not the ‘moral law, but the law of faith, or the
gofpel, which he declares when he fays, < God is
my witnefs, whom I ferve with my fpirit in the
gofpel of his Son,” Rom. 1. 9. Serving under the
law is ferving in the oldne(s of the letter; but
Paul fefved in the niewnefs of the Spirit, Rom. vii.
6. And indeed I believe that the Holy Ghoft,
by his implantation of grace, and by his ope-
rations on that grace, is the fole agent of every
branch of religious fervice which is acceptable to
God tlnough Chrift ; and this Paul owns; « [
labourcd more abundantly than they all; yet not
1, but the grace of God which was with me,”
1 Cor. xv. 10. Paul’s Iabour and fervice were per-
formed by grace; and the Spirit of grace was the ef-
ficient and moving caufe of all Paul's fervice. The
Spirit prepares the heart, and creates the fruit of
the lips. By faith Paul fpake as the gofpel does,
Yea and amen. The love of Chrift confirained
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him, the Spirit’s might firengthened him, hope
emboldened him, patience bore the daily crofs,
and the quickening Spirit gave him all his acti-
vity, life, zeal, and motion; and the apoftle owns
that the three principal labourers in the souls of the
faints are faith, hope; and love: “ Remembering
without ceafing your work of faith, and labour of
Iove, and patience of hope in our Lord Jefus
Chrift,” 1 Thefl. 1, 3. And again; God is not
unrighteous to forget your work and labour of
love, which ye have fhewed toward his name,”
Heb. vi. 10: from all which we may conclude
that all works without faith are dead works; all
labour without love is loft labour; and patience
without hope is not the patience of Chrift. Once
more, and I have done.

Paul fays, « I delight in the law of God after
the inward man,” Rom. vii. 22. By the inward
man he means the whole crop of divine grace;
Jo¥e being the moft noble member or principle of
this inner’man, and the' heart and foul of all the
reft. This love delights in the gofpel of Chrift;
for there can be no delight where there is no love,
which Paul himfelf explains elfewhere, when he
fays ¢ Charity rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re-
joiceth in the truth.” Here is the love of the new
man, called Charity ; and the delight of charity is
here called rejoicing; and here is Paul’s law ex-
plained, called Truth. Paul does not fay, I re-
joice, although this is true; but hesfays that cha-
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rity, which is the love of God, rejoiceth in God's
truth; and, if ever there was an evangelift in this
world, Paul was one. Take it in fhort thus—the
Spirit of life, of faith, and of a found mind,
prompts me to the fervice of God; and the Jove
of the Spirit in me delights in_the glorious gofpel
of Chrift, and rejoicesn it: but my corrupt affec-
tions find no pafture, no delight in thefe thingss
all that thefe affect, and fuck their {weetnefs from,
are the imaginary lufts of the fleth ; which, being
againft God, and a corruption of the ways of
God, they are in love with fin, and at enmity
with God. Thefe are not to be prefled into God’s
fervice, nor to be expected to embark in it; for,
if they did, it would amount to no more than vo-
luntary humility and will worfhip. < Put off the
old ma‘h;which is corrupt according to the deceit-
ful lufis,” Ephef. iv. 22. Obferve alfo that cor-
rupt affections are the life of fin in men; for
what men love they are alive to, and delight in,
But the love of God in Chrift Jefus, dethroning
the idols of corrupt love, fubduing our corrup-
tions, ravifhingﬁ the foul, and making it alive to
God; this is called the death of corrupt affec-
tions, and of the things thele affetions crave after
and feed on: ¢ They that are Chriff’s have cru-
cified the fleth, with the affe@ions and lafts,”
Gal. v, 24 and this crucifixion is a dying daily,
1 Cor. xv, 51, Beloved, farewell.

Tie CoALHEAVER.
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PAUL’S LAW IN HIS MEMBERS CONSIDERED.

In a Letter to the Rev. J. Jenkins.

Row, vii, 23.

“ But I see another law in my inembers warring againft
the law of my mind.”

My dearly beloved and faithful brother in the
Lord Jefus Chrift, who is the-Son of the
Father in truth and love:

I uave of late come to fome little degree of
certainty, and fatisfaction to myfelf, about this law
in Paul’s members, and the nature of its warrings.
The contents of my private thoughts in hints,
#craps, and fragments, I here fend to my venerable
and dearly beloved friend and fellow-labourer.

It was true in the days of old, and it is a pre-
fent truth, that ¢ Love 1s of God,” 1 John iv. 73
and he that loveth is a partaker of the incorrupt-
ible feed, which liveth and abideth for ever,
1 Pet.i. 23. « Whofoever is born of God doth
not commit fin; for his feed remaineth in him,”
1 John il 9. This, my beloved friend, is that
charity that never faileth, 1 Cor. xili. 8; it paffeth
into heaven with every child of God, and is ex-
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prefsly called the love of God, in contradiftin&ion
from all other love, and ¢ is fhed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghoft w hich is given unto
us,” Rom. v. 5. Thls is that holy feed which
the law of God reipets and commands, as our
‘Lord declares; ““Thou fhalt love the Lord thy
God with ajl thy heart, and with all thy foul,
and with all thy mind,” Matt. xxii. 87; « and
thy neighbour as thyfelf. On thefe two com-
mandments hang all the law.”

This law was in brief made with 2dam, and
the love that this law required was put into
Adam, and under this law God placed him..

And we are informed by Paul that this law- is
fpiritual, reaching to the foul and to every faculty
of it, as our Saviour Theweth; therefore Adam
muft have fomething {piritual in him, or he never
could ftand upon a level with this fpiritual law.
“ For we know that the law is fpiritual ; butT
am’ carnal, fold under fin,” fays Paul. Here s
the difparity that now fubfifts between the law
and the natural man. But this was not the cafe
with Adam in bis ftate of innocence, for he had
the image of God in him; and Jobn tells-us that,
“ God is love,” and God’s image in Adam was
love, and nothing elfe. “ God,” fays John, * is
Tight,” and this is the fime as love; for, < He
that loveth his brother abideth in the light.”

“ God made man upright,” fays Solomon;
and he adds, ¢ The upnght love thee,” Canti-
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ces i 4. God’s image is faid to be kmowledge,
Colofs, 1ii. 10; * And every one that Joveth is
born of God, and knoweth God,” 1 John iv. 7.
God’s image is faid to be righteoufne(s; and
“ Love is the fulfilling of the Jaw,” which to
fulfil is our righteoufnefs, Deut. vi. 25. God's
image is {aid to be true holinefs, Ephef. iv. 24;
and the faints are to be ¢ hely and withont
blame before him in love,” Ephef. i, 4.

Now the man was created in the image of God,
yet' God’s image was fomething diftin& from
. man, for Adam remained a man after the lofs of

 God's image. When God ‘breathed the breath
of life into Adam, the Holy Spirit enitered intohim,
created his foul, quickened his body,. and gave
him life: ¢ The Spirit of God hath made me,
and the breath of the Almighty hath given me
© life,” Job xxxiil. 4. The moft boly Spirit of
God entering into Adam, and forming his foul
within him, adorned every power of that foul
with his divine love: this the law of Adam flill
calls for of every one that is underit. The Spirit
not only adorned every faculty of Adam’s foul
with love, but he put it on him as his righteouf-
nefs, his robe and diadem; and, when this was
loft, he is faid to be naked; not in his body, for
fo he was befare, but in his foul: and this is
the cafe with all Adam’s children to this day, for
Chrift declares they are blind and naked, Rev.
il 17,
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When Adam, undeceived, 1 Tim. ii. 14, broke
through the bounds of the law, contrary to his own
judgment, his better knowledge and confcience,
the Holy Ghoft and his divine love left him;
God gathered unto himfeif his {pirit, and Adam
died, Job. xxxiv. 14. And, having finned, en-
mity and hatred to God took place in him, and
he was left in full poffeflion of it. The word of
God makes this divine love to be three things to
men,

1. It is called the bond of all perfetnefs,
Colofs. 111, 14. It was the bond of union between
God and Adam, and all their communion was
founded on it : but, when enmity was conceived
in Adam’s heart, this union was diffolved, God
was difpleafed with ‘man, and man’s mind was
enmity againft God. And God himfelf afks,
“Can two walk together, except they be agreed ”
Amos iii. 3. And Adam immediately made this
-difagreement manifeft; for,as foon as he heard the
voice of God in the garden, he fled from him,
and hid himfelf: he Joved darknefs, and bated
thcv]ight of God’s countenanee, defiring no more
union nor communion with him, and therefore
fled to fhun it and efcape it.

2. I have before obferved that God’s love in:
Adam was the image of God in Adam’s foul, and
his robe of righteoufnefs: hence it is that Adam
felt himfelf naked when he Ioft it, and immedi-

B g
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ately began to fubftitute fomething inftead of it,
which was a drefs made of leaves, fetting a fad
example to all his children, which to this day
tread in the fame fteps, by clothing themfelves
with a covering, but not of God's Spirit, Ifaiah
XXX 1.

3. Love, according to fcripture, is the way of
God, and a way that excels all others: hence Paul
calls charity the more ‘excellent way, 1 Cor. xiL
31; and declares that all gifts, knowledge, lan-
guage, and miraculous faith, are nothing without
it but noife and fhew. Id complete happinefs,
and in perfe& freedom, were our firft parents
turned adrift on this moft excellent way at the
beginning. And I have often, obferved that way, in
the fingular, not ways in the plural, is to be met
‘with- in the complamts of God upon, this head.
% The earth alfo was corrupt before God, and the
earth was filled with violence. And God looked
upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for
all fleth had corrupted his way upon the earth,”
Gen. vi. 11, 12.

I' come now to fhew what this corruption is.
Adam’s tranfgreffion of God’s law brought the
fentence of the law, which is death, into his con-
fcience ; at the entrance of which Satan took oc-
cafion to fill Adam’s mind with his own infernal
enmity againft God, which was not a difficult
work for fatanic wifdom te perform, feeing the
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Holy Spirit and his divine love was gone, and
Adam’s mind was carnalized by fin, a proper
Toil for Satan to fow his defperate enmity in.

The image of God in Adam is exprefsly called
the glory of God; ** Man is the image and glory
of God: but the woman is the glory of the man,”
1 Cor. xi. 7. This glory of God being loft by
fin, we are all faid to fail or come fhort of it;
« All have finned, and come fthort of the glory of
God,” Rom. iil. 23.

Inficad of God’s glory being on us, we are
become moft inglorions by fin; and, inftead of
bcif{g in God’s image, which was -fpiritual, and
which the Jaw of God, being fpiritual, requires,
the ‘apoftle fays we are carnal, fold under fin,
Rom. vii, 14; and thas difparity is manifeft enough
between a fpiritual law and a-carnal man, fold
" under fin, . God's love by the Spirit in Adam fet
him on a level with this {piritual law of God;
but, when this image or love of God was loft, then
the difparity between the law and man took place;
nor could all the pureft natural affetions in the
world, if they met and centered in one foul,
amount to a fingle a& of obedience to the firft
and great command of the moral law; for the law
being fpiritual, natural affefions cannot attain
unto it. The Holy Ghoft in Adam, adorning
and enrobing his fou) with divine love, fet him
on’a level with God’s law : and, if the authority
of an apofile may be depended upon, nothing lef8
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¢an fulfil the law than * the love of God fhed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft given
unto us,” Rom. v. 5: for fo he fays; ¢ That the
righteoufnefs of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the fleth, but after the Spirit,”
Rom. viii.4. By this fulfilling principle Paul
does not mean the righteoufnefs of Chrift im- -
puted, for that is without us, and not in us, andis -
faid to be put on, and not into us: by this fulfilling
principle he mecans the love of God in the heart,
¢ Love is,” as he fays, ¢“the fulfilling of the law,”
Rom. xiil. 105 and this is net done by us, but
God does it in us. This love is the image of God
in his faints; and every difcovery of God’s love
to us.1s inflaming the foul with freth love to
God, which Paul calls changing us * into the
fame image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit
of the Lord,” 2 Cor. iii. 18. |
Nor does the apoftle Paul, when centraﬁmg
Chrift thh Adam, as the two covenant heads, and
heads of two different families, contradi@ what I
have faid of Adam. It is highly' neceflary to dif-
tinguith the Creator from the creature, and be-
tween Adam and the Lord from heaven, between
Adain dead and the quickening Spirit.  Paul, in
that whole chapter, the xvth of the firft book of
the Cerinthians, never once mentions the image
of God in Adam, nor Adam as flanding in God’s
image. Hebegins with Adam as fallen; “ Since
by man came death, by man came alfo the refur-
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ye&ion of the dead; for, asin Adam all die, even
fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive.” Then Paul
goes on to the creation of Adam; “ Andfoitis
written, the firft man Adam was made a living
foul, the laft Adam a quickening Spirit.” IHere
" is no mention of Ged’s image in Adam, but of
his being made a living foul; and this foul Adam
had after the fall, for the foul is the life of the
body, the body without the fpirit being dead.
And the foul of Paul was alive without:the law
until the commandment came; for, although the
fentence was pafled 'upon Adam, and entered into
 his confcience by fin, yet that fentence was not
then, nor is it yet, fully executed; for.God fays,
“The foul that finneth it thall die,” which fthews
that the execution of death’s fentence is yet to
come.
Moreover, Paul's contrafting Adam as made
a living foul, with the laft Adam a quickening
Spirit, fhews that Paul’s contraft was between
Adam as dead and the quickening Spirit as giving
life; for all the time that the Spirit of God, the
love of God, and the life of God, abode in Adam,
there was no room for the quickening Spirit to
give newnefs of life, becaufe the old life was not
loft; but, when death entered, and man became
condemned, and alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that was in him, Eph.vi. 18,
then, but not till then, was life and immortality
by Chrift needed. Furthermore, Paul calling
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Adam a natural head can mean no more than.
that he is the one common father of all
fleth; fach fathers are no more than the fathers
of our fleth, Heb. xii. 9; but one foul is not
gencrated of another, for God ‘s the father of
{pirits, Heb. xii. 9. ¢ God hath made of one
lood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the
face of .the earth,” A&s xvil, 26. Here is one
blood made, and from that in Adam all fleth
fprung; but every foul under heaven is a par-
ticular branch -of God’s creative work; hence.
they dre called the fouls whieh God has made,
Ifaiah lvii 16. Here is one bloed made, and
made at once; and from that all fleth fprings,
being born of blood, and of the will of the flefh,
and of the will of man, John i. 13- But our fouls
are not made of one, nor at ounce, but in fuc-
ceffion, and are God’s workmanthip; and every
one requires a creative .power difplayed; and
God is the maker of them and the father of them,
and not man ; for Paul calls God the father of
fpirits, and not men; and lfaiah calls God the
maker of fouls, which fhews that men are not
the propagators of them. In all thefe things Paul
never-once mentions the image of God in Adam,
but the image obtained after his fall, and that
only, which he brings in to the comfort of the
faints ; * And, as we have borne the image of.
the earthy, we fhall alfo bear the image of the
heavenly.” In all this it plainly appears that
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God's image is fomething diftind from man; and
God always claims it as his own, and it always
bears his name, let it be what it may, or in whom
it will. It is called God’s image, Gen. 1. 27;
God’s likenefs, Gen. i. 26. It is called the fimi-
litude of God, James iii. 9. It is called the glory
of God, 1 Cor. xi. 7. Rom. 1ii. €3. And love,
which is this image, is faid to be of God, 1 John
iv. 7. It is the feed of God in man, 1 John iii.
9. This love is indeed called nature by the
apoftle Peter; but then infinite Divinity claims
it, and hence it is called the divine nature,
2 Pet. 1. 4.

Furthermore, it is called charity that never
fails, having the incorruptible, living, and eternal
God. forits parent, and is thercfore called the
“ ificorruptible feed, which liveth and abideth
for ever,” 1 Pet.i. 28. Paul fays that Adam
was the figure of him that was to come, Rom. v.
14: but, if the image of God in Adam was not
divine or fpiritual, he was no more a figure of
the quickening Spirit, the Lord from heaven,
than I am. ‘
- T fhall now re-afflume my fubje®. Adam
was made in God’s image, which was his inward
glory and his righteous robe: this he loft, and
became naked. This was God’s glory in Adam,
of which, by fin, he came fhort. "It was, in
Adam, the bond of all perfedinefs, which bond
of union was diffolved by fin, and fin feparated
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between him and his God. Love is, and ever

was, the moft excellent way; but, man becoming

corrupt, all fleth corrupted his way. The devil

now carnalized man’s mind, and filled it- with

his infernal enmity againft God; and, this en-

mity being the devil’s own feed in man, man is

called from hence the feed of the ferpent, which

is at enmity with the church and her feed. They

are called ferpents, a generation of vipers, and
children of the devil, from this principle of en-
mity which the devil infufed into man. This

enmity is the image of Satan, which God defpifes,

Plal. Ikxiii, 20. In this image Adam begat a

fon, Gen. v. 3; yea, all his fons; for all the

eledt, as well as others, have borne the image of

the earthly Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 49.

Hence I conclude that the image of Godin
man, when created, was love; and the image of
Satan in wmen, when fallen, is enmity againft
God, and hatred to him. And the law itfelf
confirms this; for lovers of God and haters of
God are the only charaCers which the moral law
defcribes and rewards. ¢ Shewing mercy unto
thoufands of them that love me, and keep my
commandments,” ¢ Vifiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me,” Exod, -
xX. 5, 6. The moral law knows of no other
charaers than thefe two; it defcribes no other,
and it rewards no others: hence it is plain what
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the two images are; the faints fhall bear the
image of the heavenly Adam, and finners the
image of the earthy, which in the great day God
will defpife, as fuch fouls defpife him; and he
will fhew mercy on.them that love him, ‘andv dif-
play his eternal love in Chrift Jefus to them.
Thefe are the two principles that Mofes purfues
through all his writings: * Know therefore that
the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God,
‘which keepeth covenant and mercy with them
that love bim, and keep his commandments, to a
thoufand generations; and repayeth them that
hate him to their face, to defiroy them: he will
not be flack to him that hateth him, hé will re-
pay him, to his face,” Deut. vii. 9, 10, This
was the chara&er of the Jews in Chrift’s time ;
they faw ‘and hated both Chrift and his Father,
and wrath came upon them to the uttermoft.
This enmity or hatred to God was originally in
Satan, and by this was he influenced to murder
Adam and all his race. When Adam conceived
this in his mind he fled from God; and the fame,
being communicated to Cain, it wrought in him
to flay his brother. This principle of itfelf is no
lefs than murder in the bud, whether it work in
the faint or in the finner, as may be feen not only
in Cain and Lamech, Gen. iv. 23, but even in
Solomon, who, in a fit of jealous fury, fought to
flay Jeroboam, and by fo doing to counteraét the
defign and promife of God, made known to Jero.
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boam, 1 Kings xi. 40. Hence it is plain that
this enmity is the feed of the devil in man, and
man is called the feed of the ferpent from hence ;
and it is Satan’s own image, which he iufufed
into the mind of Adam. In this image and
likenefs Adam begat his children, whence it is
called the image of the earthy Adam in all
mankind,

The Holy Spirt, with his life and love, being
feparated from Adam, and this carnal enmity
fucceeding, there” was nothing of love left ‘in
Adam but natural affe@ions, and thefe the devil
corrupted and turned into a thoufand channels .
of iniquity ; but never can they run in a right
channel, as appears plain in the words of Chrift
Jefus. < Blefled is the man that heareth me,
watching daily at my gates, waiting at the pofts
of my doors. For whofo findeth me findeth life,
and fhall obtain favour of the Lord. But he that
finneth againft me wrongeth his own foul: all
they that hate me love death,” Prov. viii, 34—36,
Here we have man’s hatred defcribed, and the
obje& of it, which is Gad; we have alfo his love
fet forth, and the objet of that, which is death,
And this witnefs is true of every natural man in
the world: for, whether he be a pharifee or
openly profane, he loves the world, in which fin
and death reign; he loves fin, which is the fting
of death; he loves the treafures of this world,
which end in death; “he loves a form of godlinefs,
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performed by them that are dead in trefpafies and
fins; ‘nor can he glory but in dead works., And,
if he be a profeffor of the gofpe], even one of the
firft magnitude, it alters not the cafe; for, if he
be in a fate of nature, he loves death, and no-
thing elfe; for man is alienated from the life of
God, Ephef. iv. 18. He hates divine life, he
thuns it, it is a firange thing to him, and he is
averfs to it; his appetite is vitiated, and he can-
not favour the things of God, but thofe thaf'be
of men. He hates God, and loves death: no
preaching fuits him but legal difcourfes upon the
law, which is the miniftration of death ; -or, if his
head be at all enlightened .and evangelized, yet
not-the fpirit, but the letter, does he love. No
profeffors are dear to him but thofe that have a
name to live whfilc dead; no ambaffadors charm
him but the fons of death, who are minifters of
the letter; nor is he in his element but when in
the congregation of the dead, Prov.xxi. 16. If
this be the love of fallen man, and death the ob-
jeétof it, where is that morality to be found which
is fo much cried up in the prefent day?

Adam by his fall loft the Holy Spirit, that
formed his foul and quickened him; he loft the
love of God, which is God’s image ; and he loft
the life of God, which always goes with love: not
fhall man find the life of God again until the
heart be circumcifed to love God with all the
heart and all the foui, Deut. xxx. 6. It was
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when the Spirit left him that he became carnal,
fold under sin; when love left him his carnal
mind became enmity to God, and could no more
‘be fubje to the law, becaufe it requires Jove;
and when divine life departed from him death
feized him, and every thing that he loves hath
death in it;  All they that hate me love death.”
This is our morality; this is our obedience to the
{piritual law of God; and this is all the obe-.
dience that our corrupt nature has to_boaft of—
enmity and hatred to God; « They have feen
and hated both me and my Father,” fays Chnift;
and they are “ hateful, and hating one another,”
fays Paul, Titus iii. 3.

From the fall of Adam our corruption takes
1ts title, the old man, being derived to us from
the firft man, and to diftinguifh it from the grace
of Chrift, which we receive from the fulnefs of
the laft Adam, the Lord from heaven. His in-
carnation being called a new thing, Jerem. xxxi.
22; and his covenant a new covenant; fo his
grace is called the new man; though in one fenfe
the new man is much older than the old one, for
the mercy of God difplayedsin our regeneration
«is from everlafting to everlafling upon them
that fear him;” Pfalm ciii. 17. But, in order of
time, fin is the old man, for-e were the fervants
of fin before we were made partakers of grace.

Corrupt affe@ions, and nothing elfe, compose
this law in Paul's members, which warred againtt
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the Jaw of his mind. “ Put off the old man, which
is corrupt according to the deceitful lufts,” Ephef.
iv.99. Here is this corrupt love, affeting, cra-
ving, defiring, and lufling; filling the carnal mind
with imaginaryentertainments, much pleafare and
fatisfa&ion in fin, and promifing the utmoft fecu-
rity and fecrefy ; and’all as deceitful as the devil
himfelf, expofing fouls to God’s fore difpleafure,
to nakednefs, thame, difgrace and contempt.

Thefe corrupt affeCtions led fome of Paul's
friends to covet wealth, promifing much happi-
nefs and honour therein, till they erred from the
faith, and pierced themfelves through with many
{orrows, 1Tim. vi. 10. Thefe deceitful lufis
prompted David to imagine that fending for
Uriah,, and making him drunk, would be an in-
ducement to him to go and fleep with his wife,
and that would cover both the fin and the thame
of David; but thefe deceitful lufts deceived him.
The devil is the artful fowler, and our corrapt
affections are his fnares, traps, nets and lines;
‘ But they that are Chrift’s have crucified the
flefh with the affeions and lufts,” Gal. v. 24.
This is.the law in the members—-ﬂéfhly affec-
tions, affecting, 'loving, admiring, and being:
charmed and enamoured with flethly gratifica-
tions; and then lufting, craving, and defiring,
the enjoyment of them; which are what Paul
calls the affe@tions and lufts of the fleth. Vari-
ous and innumerable are the obje@s of man’s
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corrupt affeltions; but this I know, that they
feldom run in a right channel; but when kept
within bounds they are called natural affections,
which is the belt name they bear. And, if God
was to manifeft even thefe to men, they might
fee that they themfelves are beafts, Ecclel. iil. 18,
for the fame appears in the brute creation. And
-even natural affections often prove a {nare, as in
Lot’s wife, who looked after her children behind
till fhe loft herfelf; and this was the cafe of one
an invited to the gofpel feaft, who had married
a'wife and could not come; and fo failed of the
maryiage fupper.

Sométimes thefe corrupt affeCtions exceed the
‘bounds of all the brute creation, as was the cafe
of many inhabiting the cities of the plain, and
many others, as Paul relates; ¢ For this caufe
God gave them up to vile affeGtions: for even
their women did change the natural ufe into that
which is againft nature; and likewife alfo the
men,” &c. &c. Rom. i. 26, 27. '

Many are the objects on which corrupt affec-
tions dote, but death is fure to be in every objet
they admire. ¢ All they that hate me love death,”
fays God, and we know that the world loves its
own.

Sometimes they affe@ nothing but imaginary
pleafure; < Lovers of pleafure more than lovers
of God,” 2Tim. iii. 4. Sometimes they turn a
finner to felf-admiration; felf is the grand idol;
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#nd fo we read; « Men fhall be lovers of their
own felves,” 2Tim. iii. 2. In others ’tl‘ley are fet
upon money,which fuch will ufe the bafeft means
to-accurnulate; “ The love of money is the root
of all evil,” 1 Tim. vi. 10. The Jewifh phari-
fees doted on human applaufe; and thefe men
were led to-aét againft light, knowledge, judg-
ment, and the folleft convictions: for, although
in their confcience they believed Chrift to be the
Mefliah, they alted quite contrarily; “ Among
the chief rulers alfo many believed on him; bat,
becaufe of the pharifees, they did not confefs him,
left they thould be put out of the fynagogue; for
they loved the praife of men more than the praife
of God,” John xii. 42, 43. * Whofoever fhall
confefs me before men,” fays Chrift, ¢ him will
I confefs alfo before the angels of God;” and the
faith of fuch confeflors fhall be found unto praife,
‘and honour, and gloty, at the appearing of Jesus
Chrift, 1Pet.i. 7. But thefe things have no
weight with corrupt affe@ions; they favour not
ike things that be of Chrift, but love the praife of
men more than the praife of God; yea, fuch love
the devil himfelf more than God, for “ God is
light,” and the devil is darkness:  And this is
the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darknefs rather than light,
becaufe their deeds were evil,” John iii. 19. Here
we fee the objets on which corrupt affe&tions
dpte ; they Jove death, they love the praife of
¢



( 3 )

meh more than the praife of God, and darknefs
more than light. They love the uppermaft rooms
at feafts, they love greetings in the markets, and
they love to be called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. This
was the law that all thefe men cleaved to, abode
by, and obeyed, for.they had no otber in them,
as Chrift declares; “ But I know you, that ye
have not -the love of God in you,” John v. 42.
Now death i§ in all the objects above defcribed,
on whigh corrupt affe¢ions dete, which confirms
what the Saviour afferts; ¢ All that hate me love
death,” This law in the members, or thefe cor-
rupt affetions, cannot be f{ubje& to the divine
law of .God ; they cannot. favour the things of
God; they are at enmity with God, his Spirit,
and his grace; and never can affec, delight in,
or call for, or crave, any one thing but the obe-
dience or the compliance of flethly lufts. All
the motions of this law work in evil, and in no-
thing elfe, and how can it be.othefwi;’e,' when it
is not the moral law, nor-the law of faith, but
the law of fin? and finful fleth will ferve this Jaw,
and no other. * So then with the mind I myfelf
ferve the law of God, but w1th the flefh the law
of fin,” Rom, vii. 25.

The apoﬁ:le intimates that these corrupt af-
fedtions are the heart and life of the old man; for
fin of jtfelf has no life but in the corrupt love of
the finner: hence he ftyles the old man corrupt
according to-the deceitful Jufis. Craving, de.
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firihg, and imagining evil things is the life and
lbour of this law; and to crucify the flefh, with
thiese . affe@ions and lufts, is the labour which
God has ‘given us to be exercifed with under the
fiin.  Difobedience to this law of fin is what our
Tiord calls denying felf daily, and taking up the
crofs and following him. Making provifion for
the flefh, in laying up treasure on the earth, pam-
pering the body, adérning and fetting it off to be
‘admired, vain imaginations about creature charms,
chambering and wantonnefs, fornication, unclean-
nefs, and (as Paul calls it in himfelf} all manner
of:concupifcence, Rom. vii. 8; by thefe vain ima-
ginations does the fleth ferve the law of fin, which
‘werks even in good men. Paul fays he faw this
YaW-in his members warring againft the law of
his'mind. It works in the eyes, Peter fays, and
fills them with adultery, 2 Pet. ii. 14; it worksin
the ears at the hearing of foolith converfation;
in the hands by unwarrantable liberty; and in the
feet by running to mifchief: but evil concupif-
cence is its natural element, making all the
members fervants to uncleannefs, and to iniquity,
Rom. vi. 19.

This law in the members has two branches,
love and hatred; it hates God, and loves death;
for Paul fays, « the carnal mind is enmity againft
God,” who is love; and that it is not {ubjeét to
the law of God, which commands love, nor can
be, becaufe they are natural affeSions, corrupted
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by fin: and this may be feen in the royal Pfalmift,
when the law in his members warred againft the
law of his mind, and brought him into captivity
to the law of fin. It is the old man with his de-
ceitful lufls that is called the wayfaring man in
Nathan’s parable to David: he wrought firft in
David’s eyes on the houfe top ; then the ewe lamb
was fearched out, looked up, and brought home
to be dressed for this wayfaring man. To the
faint he is in fome fenfe but a wayfaring map, not
being fuffered to thew his head when God and
his love are prefent; but to the finner he is a
. conftant inmate, yea the only ruler and leader.
David’s fall by this law in the members is called
a defpifing both God and his law. ¢ Wherefore
haft thou defpifed the commandment of the Lord,
to do evil in his fight? thou haft killed Uriah the
Hittite'with the fword, and haft taken bis wife to
be thy wife, and haft flain him with the fword of
the children of Ammopn. Now therefore the
{word fhall never depart from. thine houfc;; be-
caufe thou haft defpifed me, and haft taken the
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife,” 2 Sam.
xii. 9, 10. By this it plainly appears that the
carnal mind and the law of fin are enmity againft
God, and lovers of evil. Nor was this the only
time that David was enfnared by corrupt affec-
tions. Abfalom appears to have been one of the
worft of men, an enemy both to God and his own
father, and nothing admirable about him but the



( 37 )

figure of his perfon and the hair of his head ; and
yet the violence offered to his daughter’Tamar,and
the murder of Amnon by Abfalom’s orders, never
affe@s David like the death of Abfalom, who was
cut off in the very a& of treafon and rebellion,
both againft God and the king. < Oh Abfalom,
my fon, my fon, would God I had died for thee!”
and what is this but inordinate affe@ion? which
Paul tells us to mortify ; « Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleannefs, inordinate:affe@ion,” &e. Col.iii. 5.
The love of this world, and the things of it, at
times drew down the foul of David to them, and
for the moment feemed to glue his mind to thems
« My foul cleaveth unto the duft; quicken thou
e dceording to thy word,” Plalm cxix. 25. At
another time he found his corrupt affections
working him up to covetoufnefs, and to the love
of money: hence his prayer; * Incline my heart
unto thy teftimonies, and not to covetoufnefs,”
Plalm cxix. 36. You may fee what was working
within by the prayer that came out; and from
this fenfe of danger {prung the following cantion;
« Ifriches increafe, fet not your heart upon them,”
Pflalm Ixin 10.

There is not one nataral power or faculty in
the human foul that can fland before corrupt
affetions; they prevailed againft confcience,
convidtions, and faith in the Jewifh rulers, as
‘we have already obferved; many of them be-
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lieved on him, but did not confefs bim, lov-
ing the praife of men more than the praife of
God. Men may will and determine, as Paul
{peaks, “ To will is prefent with me; but how
to perform that which is good I find not.”
Why? Beeaufe “ evil is prefent with me.” What
evil? Why a law in my members warring againft
the law of my mind; my mind is engaged in
ferving the law of God, but my fleth in ferving
the law of fin. This law prevails not only over
the will, but over the mind alfo, of every natural
man; hence you read ofibging vainly puffed up
with a flefhly mind, Coloff. ii, 18; yea, over the
judgment alfo, as Chrift fays to the Jews, « Ye
judge after the fleth,” John viii. 15, And Fmuch
queftion if thefe corrupt affe@ions be not the
chief fpring in all natural religion. Some indeed
may be driven by fears and terrors, and.the re-
proaches of confcience, for awhile, “into a pro-
fefion; but thefe things do not defiroy legal
pride; the love of praife and the applaufe of men
are {till the main {prings that keep them in mo-
tion, as our Lord declares of the pharifees, ¢ But
all their works they do to be feen of men,” Matt,
xxiii. 5. Hence it is plain -that corrupt affec-
tions and the lufts of the fleth make fome people
labour hard in religion, as they did in the judaiz-
ing preachers who followed Paul; « As many as
defire to make a fair thew in the flefh, they con-
ftrain you to be circumcifed,” 'Gal. vi. 12, Here
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we have the luftings or defires of the heart of
thefe men, and what they defired, a fair thew in
the fleth. What for? that men might fee it; it
was to make a fhew to others, and that thefe
preachers might glory in their flefh, in their hav-
ing gained profelytes to circumteifion, which cir-
cumcifion is in the fleth ; for fuch labourers know
that the children of the fleth will glory in fuch
profelytes, and admire their diligence and fuc-
cefs in this work.” And I believe that this thirft
for human applaufe, and of feeking honour one
of another, has driven fome, in times of old, and
in the prefent times too, to compafs fea and land
to make one profelyte; not profelytes 1o God,
but to themfelves; and ha<ve‘ made them, in the
fight of God, twofold more the children of hell
than themfelves. '

It is remarkable that, whatever name the love
of God goes. By, this law of fin goes by the fame,
only with different appendages. I believe that
the love of God, fhed abroad in the heart by the
Holy Ghoft, is the fulfilment of the moral law,
and the decreed end of God in the proclamation
of the everlafting gofpel, called the end of the
commandment. “ Now the end of the command-
ment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good
confcience, and of faith unfeigned,” 1 Tim. i. 5
Corrupt affedtions, or a love to death, to dark-
nefs, and to the praife of men, go by the fame.
name, and are called a law, which is faid to be
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the law of fin, the law of fin and death, and the
law in the members.

The love of God is called the bond of all per-
fe@nefs, uniting fouls to God, to Chrift, to the
Spirit, to the faints of God, and to the angels in
heaven ; and'is thesbond between the King of faints
and his fubjecs, between the Lamb and his wife,
and between the father and his family, making
every union perfect and complete. And corrupt
affetions are a bond alfo, only with this append-
age, it is called the bond of iniquity; which bond
was ftrong in Ananias and his wife, who could
aé& the hypocrite, tempt the Spirit of Ged, coun-
terfeit the hofpitality of the faints, and lie usto the
Holy Ghoft, by an attempt to live on the church’s
fiock, as the poor faints of God did, when they
kept back part of the price as an independency to
themfelves.

The love of God fhed abroad in the heart'is
called the root of the matter by Job, and is ex-
plained by the apoftle to be love; * Be ye rooted
and grounded in love,” Ephef.iii. 17. Corrupt
affections go by the fame name. In idolaters they
are called a root that beareth gall and wormwood,
Deat. xxix. 18; but in the covetous they are called
the love of money, and the root of all evil, 1 Tim,
vi. 10.

Love is the incorruptible feed lodged in the
foul by the Holy Spirit; and is intended to aho-
Vith death, to expel legal bondage, and all the
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flavifh and fervile fear which is adminiftered to the
soul by the law, and which is peculiar to fervants
who ferve God; net in the exercife of grace, and
with the powers of the foul, but with bedily exer-
cife only; not in newnefs of Spirit, but in the
oldnefs of the letter; and that not with the power
and life of godlinefs, but with an external form
only. But the love of God in the faints 1s the
hively principle and the conftraining power that
influences, a&tuates, allures, altraéts and compels,
with an invincible {weetnefs; the foul to deny felf,
loath the world, and follow through fire and
water, through the fhadow of deafh, and death
itfelf, rather than come fhort of the defired and
expected end. This love is the produce of divine
agency; < That which is born of the Spirit is
Spirit;” that is, the love of God, which is a grace
of the Spirit of God, and a grace that is born of
God, is Spirit; it is called the love of God, and it
is of God. It is an incorruptible feed from the
incorruptible God; it is the divine nature from
the Divine Being; which fhews that God will be
worfhipped with nothing but his own. By God’s
own Spirit are the men of God furnifhed for every
good work, as Paul declares, 2 Tim.iii. 17; and
he adds, * Our fufficiency 1s of God,” 2 Cor. iii. 3.
And indeed in God’s light men fee light; when
he fhines into their hearts his glory is feen in the
face of Jefus. And it is the life of God in the
foul that gives us all our fpiritual motions, and a
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fenfe of our wants; all our appetites and cravings
after {piritual provifion, all our hu‘ngerings and
thirftings for the bread of life, and the water of
life, {pring from life; and every promife, every
grace, every divine vifit; every deliverance, every
divine indulgenee from God, or fenfible nearnefs
to God, every anfwer to prayer, every delivering
mercy or {miling providence, ferve to feed the
principle of divihe life, wrought in the foul by
the Holy Spirit of God. And, if what Paul fays
be true, that <“ I live, yet net I, but Chrift liveth
in me,” then it is the life of Chrift in us that is
- fed by all the before-mentioned {weet morfels,
In fhort, God is worthipped in his own Spirit,
and by bis own truth; he is admired and adored
by bis own love; confeffed and abode by in his
own firength; waited for and waitéd on in his
own. patience; and fubmitted to in his o'\kz_n;;fub-
miffien; approached in his own meeknefs,. and
exalted by his own bumility; confided in by hig
own confidence, hoped for by his own hope,Aand
honoured in his faithfulnéfs by his own faith;
for every good and perfect gift is from the Father
of lights. ¢ What haft thou,” [ays Paul,  that
thou didft not receive?” 1 Cor. iv. 7. What-
foever is more than thefe is not worfhip in the
Spirit, but human invention and {uperftition; and

all that is lefs is bodily exercife.
The faint’s living law has two branches, faith
and love, and the former always works by the
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latter; whatever faith.brings in love admires, and
love warks to caft out and keep out flavith fear,
that fuch fear may not clog or hinder faith. The
giver of this law is the Holy Ghoft; hence it is
called the law of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 2; and
the Holy"Spirit ftyles himfelf the Spirit of faith,
¢ Cor. iv. 13, and the Spirit of love, 2 Tim. 1. 7;
not only becaufe he works thefe graces in us, but
becaufe be is the fpirit, the life, and the power of
them; and all their aétings and exercifes depend
upon his influence and operations. I have called
this a living law, becaufe Solomon fays, The
law of the wife is a fountain of life,” Prov. xiii.
14 ; becaufe faith and love afcend and defcend,
and in the exercife of thefe we go in and out and
find pafture, John x. .

So, on the other hand, Satan hasmfurped an
empire over the children of men, and*filled them
with fin, fo that poor finners are his {fubje&s and
flaves, becaufe it rules in them; hence fin is fet
forth as a king or fovereign, reigning and ruling,
¢ Sin,” fays Paul,  has reigned unto death,”
Rom.v. 21. In this mafs of corruption there is
a law, which the apoftle mentions three times:
« 1 find then a Jaw, that, when I would do good,
evil is prefent with me,” Rom. vii. Q1. Here
the apoftle calls this law evil. Again, « But I
fee another law in my members, warring against
the Jaw of my mind, and bringing me into capti-
vity to the law of fin which is in my members,”
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Rom, vii. 3. Here the apoftle calls it the law
of fin, that warred in his members againft the
faith and love of God, which is the law of his
mind. . Again, ¢ So then with the mind I myfelf
ferve the law of God ; but with the fleth the law
of fin,” Rom. vii. 25. And this Jlaw of fin is the
corrupt affections, which are contrary to God
and at enmity with him, and never were fubje&
to God’s law, nor can be. Thefe affeftions being
corrupted, they affect and dote upen nothing bat
what God hates; hence men ‘are faid to love
death, to love darknels rather than light, and to
love the praife of men more thar the praife of
God. The world loves its own, finners love finners,
Prophefy deceits; my people love to have it fo.
They are called lovers of pleafure; lovers of them-
felves;:lovers of the world, and lovers of money.
Indeed thefe corrupt affections never can delight
iny or be entertained with, any thing but the works
of the flefh, the lufis of the fleth, or in things
pertaining to the flefh. And, as fure as faith
works by love, fo-fure does unbelief work by cor=
rupt affe@ions; for when faith is in exercife the
foul is {weetly fed and entertained; it is kept alive;
and islively : but, when faith lies dormant, then
unbelief and legal bondage work and ftir up cor-
rupt affe@tions, felf-love, felf-pity, and enmity at
the profperity of the wicked; calling the prond
happy, Mal.iii. 15; blefling the covetous, whom
the Lord abhors, Pfal.x. 8; and envious againft
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the pleafures, the carnal eafe, and the glory and
honours, of the ungodly.

The apofile owns that he delighted in the law
of God after the inner man; but when he wounld
do good evil was prefent with him, and how to
perform that which is good he found not. Cor-
rupt affeétions {fwayed his mind from the good
works wherein he was engaged. And this I am
fully aflured of, that Satan might fet before our
eyes what he pleafed, or bring what news, tales,
or tidings he would to our ears, or prefent what
he might to our imagination, or fuggeft a thou-
fand things to the mind, or labour to fill the
thoughts.with what vanities he could invent; if
there were no affe¢tions apnd lufts in the body of
fin, he would lahour in vaip, as he did with the
Saviour when he thewed him all the kingdoms of
this world and the glory of them; which had no
effe® upon him, becaufe when the prince of this
world came he had nothing in him, Johnxiv. 30.
It was not fo with Demas; when this world was
Prefented to him it caught him ; * Demas hath
forfaken me, having loved this prefent evi] world.”
When the golden wedge and Babylonith garment
appeared before Achan, he coveted them. A
thoufand women allured Solomon; he loved many
ftrange wives, his wives turned away his heart,
and corrupt affections brought him into captivity
to the law of fin, which was in his members,



( 46 )

The fame kind of obje&@ took the incefruous Co-
rinthian; and what numbers fcll by the fame
fnare in the Wildefriefs, through the counfel of
Balaam, is obvious enough. 'The love of money
caught Judas, Ananias, and Sapphira, as alfo the
young man in the gofpel, who had great poffef-
fions,  Corrupt affeftions are the law of fin; the
affe@tions lead the van, and the lufts of the fleth
follow hard after. ~ Thefe are coupled together ;
crucifying the fleth with the affeétions and lufis,
for all that obey thefe are faid to be fervants of fin,
and to obey unrighteoufnefs.  As fithes that
are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are
caught in the fnare; fo are the fons of men fnared
in an evil time, when it falleth fuddenly upon
them,” Ecclef.ix. 12. The law of fin is Satan’s
trap, and he knows how to bait it.

But my dear brother may be ready to alk, w.hy
man’s corrupt affe®ions fhould be exprefsly called
the law of fin, and not the law of Satan? Let
him attend to this: that there are three {overeigns
or ruling enemies over the race of mankind is
plain, for God is faid to deliver us “ from the
power of darknefs, and hath tranflated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son,” Coloff.1. 13. This
darknefs is exprefsly called by Chrift the kingdom
of Satan; ¢ If Satan be divided againft himfelf,
how fhall his kingdom ftand 2 Matth. xii. 26.
Here our Lord ‘himfelf owns' that Satan hath a
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kingdom in this world, which he moft carefully
and frudioufly firives to muintain, and never aés
againft himfelf in the leaft by weakening it.

 The great apoftle tells us alfo that fin is ano-
ther ruling fovereign over mankind, and that
¢ Sin hath reigned upnto death,” Rom. v. 21.

3. He afferts that ¢ Death reigned from Adam
.to Mofes, even over them that had not finned after
the fimilitude of Adam’s tranfgreffion,” Rom:
v. 14.
Now, although the devil fiands firft in this

1ift, yet he is not the firft in pewer and dignity,
though he is in crime; for he and his fellow
angels were informed that Adam was the figure
of him that was to come, Rom. v. 14, in a flate
incarnate, and this divine mandate follewing npon
it, « Worfhip him, all ye gods,” Pfal. xcvii. 7,
which the apoftle explains to amount to this;
¢ And, when he bringeth in the firft-begotten
into the world, he faith, And let all the angels of
God worthip him,” Heb.i. 6. At this Lucifer
took an offence, and conceived a diflike and an
enmity, being too proud to fubmit; and this his
pride fo lifted him up that he fell into condem-
nation, 1 Tim.iii. 6. The fentence of condem-
nation entering into him, and the hot difpleafure
of God attending it, filled him with envy at the
feeble race of mankind, as the objeés of his dif-
like, and the procuring caufe of his fall, and of
all his mifery that followed upon it; which ac.
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counts for his unparallelled rage and hatred, even
at thofe of mankind who have been his moft trufty,
moft loyal, and faithful fubjeés; as Saul, Ahi-
thophel, and Judas; all of whom he drove to fui-
cide, though they promoted his caufe to the ut-
termoft, and hated God and his children as much
as he did. In this envy at mankind and enmity
againft God, and in full pofleflion of this his
rebellion, rage, and defperation, God left him,
and gave him up to this reprobate mind, to op-
pofe .the Saviour with all his might, and to do
defpite to the Spirit of grace wherever he found
it: and upon the back of this came the curfe of
God, paffed upon him in Eden, which is his hell;
and, being given up to enmity, rage, rebellion,
and defperation, thefe are the chains with which
he is bound : the wrath and curfe of God are his
hell; and the dominion of fin his dark chains.
His implacable enmity to God, his perfe& hatred
to men, the defperation of his ftate, the wrath of
God, and his dreadful cutfe upon him and in
him, are what I underfiand by his being ¢ caft
down to hell, and delivered into chains of dark-
nefs, to be referved unto judgment,” 2 Pet. ii. 4.
So that we fee that Satan has no dominion over
fin, though he is faid, in one fenfe, to have the
power of death, Heb.ii. 14. Defperate enmity at
God in all his perfons, at the holy angels, at the
{aints, and at all the children of men, is the boil-
ing rage of his infernal mind; and the wrath and
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cirfe of God, attending it, will keep his mind
boiling and fmoking in defperation and vengeance
to all eternity. And this may be (een in all thofe
profeffors who are given up to a reprobate mind,
to work all uncleanne(s with greedinefs, Ephes.
iv. 19; and in them alfo who are faid to be given
up to a “ fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation, which fhall devour the adver-
faries,” Heb. x. 27. Thefe are called adverfaries.
- And this principle of enmity is manifeft in com-
mon worldlings, who hate the faints of God for
Chrifi’s fake ; in profeffors, who love the killing
letter, but hate the life of God; in the pharifees
who admires the form, but hates the power of
godlinefs; and in every lunatic, who has this fire
of hell already kindled in him. =~

This law of fin js the ruling principle even in
Satan: to this he is given up; under this he
carries on all his dark defigns ; and by this he is.
a&uated, influenced, and hurried on, in all his
works. Could he get rid of fin, and Gn’s do-
minion, he would gain his point: but this he
-cannot do ; for God has delivered him into thefe
dark chains, and hence eternal refileflnefs drives
him on. Chrift fays he feeks reft, but findeth
none, Matt. xii. 43. '

Could Satan fubdue his own fin, root it out
of himfelf, or deliver himfelf from its reigning
power, its burning fury, or its defperate work-

ings, be would find reft : but this never can be;
D
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therefore all his feekings are in vain; he fecks
reft, and finds none. Hence it appears plain that
love to evil and hatred to God are the law of fin,
even in Satan, and ifi all mankind; and this is
the law in the faints’ members, which even in
them maintains a perpetual war againit the Spirit
and his grace. So that Satan himfelf, even the
god of this world, 1s no more than a fubje, a
fervant, a flave, and even a drudge, to fin.  This
is the [aw that he obeys, the dark chains in which
he is held, and the mafter that he ferves; «“ Who-
foever commitieth fin is the fervant of fin,” John
viil. 34, whether he be angel or man. And it is
worth the faint’s obfervation, that, whenever the
fin of Satan or graceiefs finners 18 mentioned in
the epiftles of John, it is generally in the prefent
tenfe, ¢finneth,” which implies one continual act
of finning, and nothing clfe. ¢ He that com-
mitteth fin 1s of the devil; for the devil finneth
fiom the beginning,” 1 John iii.-8.  Whofo-
ever abideth in him finneth not ; whofoever fin-
neth hath not {feen him, neither known him,” &c.
One continual trade of finning, both in Satan and
in finners, is what the evangelit means. And
likewife the new man, or the feed of God, from
which immortal principle the faint takes his title,
and from which he is denominated a child of
God, is the utmoft of what John can mean; for
in every other fenfe there is not a juft man upbn
carth that doeth good and finneth not. .
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From all which I conclude, that loving and
making lies; that all deceivablenefs and lying
wonders ; all malice and wage againft God and
his faints; all foulnefs, filth, and uncleannefs,
that work in Satah, called a foul and an unclean
fpirif ; all this love to, and delight in falfebood,
falle dodtrines, deception or deceivablenefs of un-
-righteoufnefs; and all the foulnefs, filthinefs, and
uncleannefs, that wark both in devils and in man-
kind; together with all the rage, defperation, -
madnefs, enmity, and malice, that burn and fmoke
both in devils and men at the faints of God;
proceed from the corrupt affeGions which reign
and rale both in devils and finners; fo that our
apofile calls it exprefsly, the law of fin. I fhall |
fubmit this to my dear friend, and to his {uperior
judgment, while I remain, ‘in_ the path of much
tribulation,
THE COALHEAVER,

P. S. Thefe contending parties are vanouﬂy
fet forth in the word of God.

1. They refpe& the perfons of different births,
Some are born of bleod, of the will of the fleth,and
of the will of man, Johni. 13; this is the natursl
birth of all mankind. But the believer who in
faith and love receives Chrift is faid to be born
of God, Johni. 13.

2. Thefe different births bring forth different
principals, which never change, nor will be
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changed in their nature; ¢ That which is born
of the flefh, is flefh; andthat which is born of the
Spirit, is Spirit,” John 1ii. 6. The fleth is all in
all, the fleth bears rule; the foul with all its na-
tural light, knowledge, w;fdom, or )udgment
cannot fubdue fin, nor keep it within the bounds
prescribed by God in his word.
" The luft of the eye, the luft of the fleth, and
the pride of life, conquered Eve through the ma-
lice of Satan, although fhe fhared with Adam in
the image of God. The luft of the eye prevailed
at the fight of the forbidden fruit, the appetite
craved:it, it was in her.oPinion' good for food ;
and above all, it was defirable to make one wife;
and this prevailed in Adam, though he was not
deceived, yet he was in the tranfgreffion ; from
hence God denominates man to be fleth, ¢ My
Spirit fhall not always @trive with man, feeing he
is flefh;” ¢ That which is born of the fleth is
fleth; and that which 1s born of the Spirit, is
Spirit,” efpecially faith, hope, light, life, and
love; thefe are called the incorruptible feed, and
they are by Peter called the divine nature, -and
by Paul the life of God, which man is alienated
from through ignorance. Thefe fruits are de-
rived to us by the Spirit from the fulnefs of the
fecond Adam. Thefe are the foul and the fprings
of real godlinefs, and the Spirit of God working
in thefe 1s the power of godlinefs, and where
thefe are not there is nothing but the form of it.
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8. Thefe contending parties are called laws;
the law of fin, and the law of the mind, as hath
~ been thewn: the law of fin is the corrupt affec-
tions working in the carnal mind, which feeds
upon the imagined lufts of the fleth, hates God,
and wars againft God, and againft the foul of
‘man. The law of the mind is, firft, faith that
worketh by love, and thefe are influenced,
guided, and dircéted in all their aéls, works, and
exercifes, according to the mind of the Spirit.
For inﬁance, the Holy Spirit fet before Paul’s
mind a difirefled finner praying to Paul for help.
Paul fets off, affured God had called him to Ma-
cedonia to the work ; ere long the gaoler appears
before Paul on his knees, praying for falvation,
and Paul points him to faith in Chrift, and tells
him to believe, and he fhall have it; the gaoler
believes and is faved. The Spirit gave Paul the
vifion, and affured his mind of the divine call ;
he fends the gaoler to Paul in the greateft diftrefs,
the Spirit {poke by Paul to him, and entered
the gaoler’s heart .at the found of Paul’s voice,
and wrought faith, falvation, and joy in his
foul: all this was the mind of the Spirit in
Paul. And I am more than fure that every
branch of fuch work, and “every branch of real
worthip which meets with the approbation of
heaven, is performed by the fame moft holy
and ever-blefled agent. God will be ferved in
the newnels of the Spirit, and not in the old-
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nefs of the letter: and he feeketh fuch to worfhip
him as fhall worfhip him in Spirit and in truth.

4. Thefe averfe parties are called fin and
grace:  Sin fhall not have dominion over you,
grace fhall reign.” Sin fhall not have the dominion
over the believer, nor ever make any inroads
into the kingdom of God; God’s fovereign love
through Chrift thall reign over hellith hate : and
reign to eternal life through the fecond Adam, as
fure as ever fin has reigned unto death through
Adam the firft,

5. Thefe warriors are called the old man and
the new. Put off the old man with his deeds,
and put on the new man, which after God is
created in rightéoufnefs and true holinefs, Ephef.
iv. 24. Sin is called the old man, being derived
from Adam by natural generation; grace 1s
called the new ‘man, being derived to us from the
fulnefs of Chrift, by the Spirit.

6. Paul calls the one a body; Put off the body
of the fins of the fleth: and the other he calls
Chrift; Put ye on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and
walk in him. And

7. The apoftle exprefsly calls it, the flefh’
lufting againft the Spirit, and the Spirit againft
the flefh; and thefe are contrary the one to the
other, fo that.ye cannot do’ the things that ye
would. Here the apofile tells us plainly, that
this war of the fleth is carried on againft the
moft holy Spirit of God; that thefe luft againft
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each other; that thefe are contrary the one to the
other; and that to will is prefent with us, but a
power to perform is not; and this lies at the
bottom of every crofs; namely, a capability to
will, but an inability to perform, {o that you
cannot do the things that you would. But God.
the Spirit is the agent both of willing and doing:
‘he works in us both to will and to do; and often
gives the one, when he withholds the other: we
can will, but not work; but let the work be what
it may, if there be firft a willing mind, it is ac-
cepted, becaufe even this is of God.

The (aints muft fill up the mealure of Chrift’s
fufferings, which are behind in their fleth, that
is, while they abide in the body; and finners,
whether they be bad angels or bad men, muft
fill up their meafure alfo. Hence we often will
and are as often hindered. I would have come
to Corinth, even I Paul, once and again, but
Satan hindered; .they that are not with Chrift
muft be againft Chrift, and they that do not
gather to Chriﬁ muft labour to fcatter from Him
both parties muft do their work, and fill up their
meaflure, before the talent of lead be thrown into
the mouth of the ephah, Zach. v. 7, 8. Thisis
one great reason why the power of doing is ab-
ferit when the power of willing is prefent; it is
alfo intended to fhew us our frailty, and that it
is the grace of God that labours in us, and not
us; that without Chrift man can do nothing, but
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that all things may be done, and are done, through
Chrift firengthening us; but there are times and
feafons fixed in the mind of God, for the putting
forth and difplaying his power; and this may
be feen in the Saviour’s days, and as difplayed
by him: when he had foiled Satan and all his
wiles In the wildernefs, he returned in the
power of the Spirit. Again we read of a multi-
tude of impotent folks being about the Saviour,
and of the power of the Lord being prefent to
heal. He tells his fcoffing brethren to go up to
the feaft; I go not up yet unto this feaft: « My
time is not yet come; but your time is always
ready.” He gives the fame anfwer to his mother
at the marriage in Cana; ¢ Woman, what have
I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.”
Hence it is plain that there are appointed times 4nd
feafons for every purpofe; and it well becomes
the fervants of God to pray, to watch, and to
wait; and he that waiteth upon his master thall be
- honoured, and not confounded by difappointment,
for they fhall not be afhamed that wait for me.

I believe that many of our mifgivings of heart,
elpecially when we are young in God’s ways,
fpring from ignorance. We do not know what
the Holy Spirit means by the word fleth;—we
think the body, abfiradted from the foul, is what
is meant. Hence when believers find rebellion
working in their will, and carnal enmity in the
mind, and unhallowed defires difcovering them-~
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felves in their affeCtions; this they think (and I
once thought the fame) can never ftand with a
genuine work of grace; and finding that neither
prayers nor tears;. refolutions nor vows; the
deepeft humility, nor the higheft felicity; no, not
the furnace of affli&tion, nor the mount of tranf-
figuration, will either root up or eradicate thefe;
no, neither fubdue them, nor-abolifh them; not
hide them from-our fight, nor chafetheir bane from
our fenfes. 'We conclude that-the-work of fanc-
tification is not begun, much lefs going on in us.
Anfwer: if it be true that God chofe us in Chrift
before the foundation of the world; that we thould
be holy and without blame befor&God in love,
then it-follows, that the'more welovejéthe more
we are fandtified: and when' perfeéed in love,
our fanQification miift be complete ; for our ho-
lines and blameleflnefs are to be complete before
God in love. And as for me, I have often found, -
when in the furnace of affliction, every corruption
has rifen to -its higheft pitch; which has made
me tremblé and fear even to appréach God; ex-
peQing the divine refentment to the uttermoft ;
and -inftead of this, fuch unexpected and unpa-
rallelled indulgence, as has reduced me to lefs
than nothing; and fure I am that nothing ever
endeared God to me, or raifed my*foul in love to
him like this; and this, according to my views,
is no'lefs than real fanétification, for it is love

without diffimulation.
%
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The word flefh means the corruptioti of the
foul, more than the body of fleth abfiraledly con-
fidered: The apoftle calls the whole mafs of cor-
raption the ‘body of this death. It is man’s
corrupt-affections that are the law of fin; thele
Tlead the finner captlva, and.the carnality of the
mind, being enmityagainft God, goes hand in hand
with corrupt affe@ions; for luft is conceived im
the ‘mind before fin is finifhed in the a&, and
~ death brought forth in ‘the confcience. Hence
the apoftle couples the mind and the ficfh as work-
ing jointly togetherin the whole courfe of finning.
«Wherem iri time paft ye watked according to
the courfesf this world, dccording to the prince
of the power of the air, the {pirit that now worketh
in the children of difobedience ; améng ‘whom
alfo we all had dur converftion in-times paft; in
the lufts of our flefh fulfilling the defires of  the
flefh and of the mind; and‘were by nature the
children of wrath'even as others,” Ephef. ii.2, 3.
The carnality of ‘the mind is this enmity to-Ged;
it is alienated“from the life of God, & is wholly
bett upon evil; it lufteth to envy, and is called
a flefhly mind; and the members of the body are
no ‘more than the infiruments of unrighteoufnefs
unto fin; thefe are the things which the carnal
mind is bent wpon, and which corrupt affé&ions
labour in. And this I firmly believe, that if T
had no ¥e&mains of the old veil upon my under-
fianding, no rebellion in my will, no corrupt
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affe@ions in my heart, no carnal enmity, nor in«
fidelity in' my mind, that I fhould be one of the
happieft men in all the world ; there would be an
end of the daily crofs, an end of the arduous tatk
of felf-denial, and no more lufting againft the
Spirit, no more keeping the heart with all dili~
gence, no more need of .watchfulnefs and felf-
examination, no more fhynefs, nor diftance be-
tween God and my foul. But this divine blifs is
referved for the other world; Lazarus muft have
his evil things in this life, and be comforted on.
every fide, when this life comes to its end. I
cannot, I muft not, I dare not fay that.I am not
loved of Gad with an everlafting love; I dare not.
fiy that I am ifot in pofleflion of .that charity
which rejoiceth in.the trath, which is what Paul
calls delighting in the law of God after the inner
man. And yet I am in, and of myfelf, and by.
fin, a hater of God, Rom.i. 30. I was en-.
vious, fays Afaph, at the profperity of the wicked,
and pricked. in my reins: Why? becaufe they
increafe in riches, and he was poor:. and-becaufe
they were not in trouble, nor plagued like him;
and becaufe they are fat, and at eafe, and have no
bands in death, but their ftrength is firm; I have
wathed my bands, and cleanfed my heart in vain,
for alt day long haye I been plagued, and chaf-
tened every morning; my feet were almoft gone,
my fteps had well nigh flipped; fo iggerant, fo
foolith was I, I was Jike a beaft before $hee: ne-
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verthelefg:I am fill with thee; thou haftheld me
by niy right hand; thou fhalt guide me by thy
council, and 'afferwards receive me to glory,
Pfalm Ixxiiic Again,

¢ And now we call the. proud 'happy; yes,
they that. work wickednefs are fet up, yea they
that témpt God are even delivered;” Mal iii. 15.
Theéfe are nothing but Satan’s fubje@s in a mock
thew, and nothing in us'is charmed with them;.
envies them their pride or their wealth; nothing
v us. that evaves either their property or their
pleafure but:corrupt: affeCtions;. and this. is the
law wof fin, that wars againft the mind of the
Spirit. By thefe' fcare-birds is the law of fin dif-
coveréd, and ‘by thefe oppofites”is the mind 6f
the Spirit made manifeft; but the time will come
when we fhall return: and difeeérn between the
righteous;;and the wicked ; ther Afaph: will ‘not
envy the foolith when he fees them fhut out.of
the -maﬁiagé.chambétgr not will Malachi call. the
praixd -happy wiren' he fees' them:.to be nothing
but -fubble: ig: the fire of divine wrath. Ever
yours.

THE END.



