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QUESTION.

LimeHousE, MoNDAY, MARCH 29, 1824.

The Difference between the tmmortal, and sinless principle
communicated to every regenerated soul, and the Eternal and
Divine Essence of the Creaior ?

SOLUTION.

THAT the Creator and the creation are two distinct ob-
jects ; and that the former is infinitely superior to the lat-
ter, is a truth so self-evident; an ariom so indubitable ;
that I should suppose the person is not to be found, who,
in bis sober senses, would call it in question. The vast
UNIVERSE is nothing, and less than nothing, when compa-
red with the immensity of the WoNDERFUL ETERNAL, who
spoke it into existence by the word of his all-creative pow-
er: Hence when we contemplate the new creation, and
rejoice that we are the wordmanship of the Holy Spirit,
we must not claim equality with God, (the prerogative of
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Christ alone) but fall on our faces, in the deepest humili-
ty, and acknowledge that out of his fulness we have received
grace upon grace; and that instead of being equal with
God, we are dependent upon that «ll-sujjicent grace for
perseverance, and are necessitated 1n every time of need to
call on him, who will hear and answer us with the displays
of his love, in giving us more grace /

By ¢* the immortal and sinless principle,” no doubt the
Querist intends the good work of grace in the soul of a sin-
ner, {Phil. i. 6.) and asks for the difference between this
NEW CREATURE, and its GreaT Creatos. In order to
give an answer as screptural, and as dedisive as possible,
upon the ground of Christian experience, 1 shall draw a
Biblical portraiture of the NEw CREATION, and contrast it
with the boundless superiority and unsearchable being of
the FveErvar 1 am! who gave it existence; which he
sustains, till the regenerated soul is brought to glory.

1. Itis denominated a broken hcart, (Psalm li. 17.) a
broken spirit, a contrite heart, which is evidently the new
heart, which the Lord, in covenant, engaged to give his
people. For David, in the same Psalm, attributes it to the
Lord : ¢¢ Make me to bear joy and gladness that the bones
which ri1ou hast broken may rejoice.” (verse 8.) An heart
of real penitence and contrition, which, though pure in it-
self, sees and feels the opposition of the carnal mind, in
all the workings of iniquity. and aboundings of corruption!
1t is the spirit of unfeigned humility, accompanied with a
confession of sin at the foot of the cross ; where the sinner
puts his mouth in the dust, if so, there may be hope. Now
the difference between this producc of grace, and the essence
of the Creator must appear so strikingly clear to a child of
God, as to supercede the necessity of all ar, ument: for,
while the sinner REPENTS in dust and ashes, (Job xlii. 6.)
it is said of Jehovab, ¢ God is not man that he should lie,
neither the Son of man that he should rRepenT.” (Numb.
xxiii. 19.) ¢ And also the strength of Israel will not lie,
nor REPENT : for he is not a man, that he should REPENT.”
(1 Sam. xv. 29.) He gives repentance unto Israel, that
repentance is the new nature, between which and the Eter-
nal Esscnce, there 1s as much difference as there possibly
can be, between a poor penitent sinner, and the Eternal
Jehovah!

H
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2. It consists of a conscience purged from sin by the
blood of Christ: *¢ For we have boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus—having our hearts sprinkled
from an cvil conscience and our bodics washed with pure
water.” (Heb. x. 19—22.) This good and pure con-
scinecey is (as the word conscience means) ¢ knowledge with
us, or with:n us, of the effects of the atonement, in remov-
ing all our sins, and presenting us without spot or blemish,
not as so many deifies, but as unworthy sinners, suved by
grace, befora nim who is Gop sLoNE ; and between whom
and a sinner, thus saved by blood, there is as much diffe-
rence, as between the sinner, who cries unwortiy and un-
clean, and is accepted only through the atonement of the
beloved, and the Infinit:ly Holy God, wha fills boundless
space, with his universal presence !

3. Itis a revelation of Christ made in the sinner by the
Holy Comforter. Saith Paul, ¢ It pleased God—to reveal
his Son in me, that I might preach him among the hea-
then ” (Gal. i. 15, 16.) This ReveLATION Of Christ, and
Christ possessing the ETERNAL Essexce, are indispu-
tably two. 1t is Curist in wou, believer, the hope of gio-
7Y, not putting you in possession of his UNSEARCHABLE
Esesacr,that you may strut about in the detestable pride
of your heart, and say I am omnipotent > Horibly awful
expression to proceed from the lips of a worm of the earth!
But, dear Believer! he isin you, that is, revealed in you,
as the scripture already quoted proves, the /ope of glory.
The Holy Comforter speaks of him, takes of the things of
Christ, and shews unto you: thus you have /ope, through
the teaching of the Spirit, and know as much of Jesus, as
he is pleased to communicate !

Say not then, presumptuosly say not, I am OMNIPOTENT !
But bow rather with humility, before the Blessed Comfort-
er, and say, Lord I know nothing as I ought to know, O
do thou teach me! There is evidently as much difference
between INFINITE EssENcCE, and the poor sinner taught of
God, as between the humble pupil, and the Great Teacher
of Israel, concerning whom itis said, ¢ None teacheth like
him ! ¢ It is the light of the fnowledge of the glory of
God, in the face of Jesus Christ.” Knowledge imparted.
It is the love of God shed abroad in the heart: revealed,
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vmpressed ; and so governing the new man, that he loves
God, because he first loved him !

4. It 1s the law of God written upon the table of the
heart. And let me beseech you, at least to attcmpt to dis-
tinguish between the Etcrnal God, and the law which he
has written ; which is the law of the mind, in opposition
to the law of sin. (Rom. vii. 23.) And that the [aw of the
mind is not omnipotent, is evident, for it calls daily for a
gracious influence from above, 10 carry it into efiect against
sin. Hence the promise, ¢ sin shall not have dominion
over you.” Why? because you can omnipotently conquer
it. No! Poor wormn Jacob! but because you are under
grace; and that grace is not in you, but in Christ! You
must go_entirely out of yourself for it : according to the
exhortation ; ¢ Thou, therefore, my Son . be strong in the
grace which is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. ii. 1.) The dif-
ference, then, between that soul-humbling work of grace
and the Eternal God, is that grace teaches you to acknow-
ledge that you are nothing in yourself but weakness, and
leaﬁs you entirely out of yourself, to she Lord Jchovah,in
whom you have righteousness and strength !

5. The word of Christ dwelling in you richly in all wis-
dom, (Col. iii. 16.) ¢ which came not unto you in word,
only, but also in power, and in much assurance, and in the
Holy Ghost.” The word was applied with divine powes,
and it became unto you, the word of Christ, the word of
reconciliation, the word of Truth, and the gracious word
of promise: but there is as much difference between the
word spoken home to your heart, in gracious declarations
of pardon and justification, and the Divine Essence, as
there is between the Omnipotent Speaker, and the salva-
tion spoken to your soul! Learn, then, to distinguish be-
tween the Eternal God, and his peace-proclaiming word ;
and thankfully adore him, that ““ your ear hath heard a
word behind you, saying This is the way, walk ye in it.”

6. It is FA1TH of the operation of God': not God kimself ;
buthis work. For were the faith of God’s elect the ETER-
NAL EssvncE, it would be impossible that there should be
any dcgrees of faith : but wereud, and to our shame we read
it, ““ O ye of httle faith!”” Hence the apostolic prayer,
“Lord tncrease our faith I Can God himself know any
increase ¢ Grace forbid, that we should draw such an infa-
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mous conclusion! Then, as God can know neither increasc,
change, nor diminution, and li¢tle and weak faith is tncreased
by a spiritnal growth, to great and strong faith, we may
fairly, because scripturally, conclude, that faith cannot be
the Divinve Lissenvcr.  There is as much difference be-
tween our faith, credence, or confidence in Gad, and its
great and gracious operator, giver and object, as between
“ a persuasion of mind which cometh from him who calleth
us,” and the Lord ¢ Jesus Christ, the author and finisher
of our faith.”  For fauh s the substance (not of God him-
self) but of THIvGs HOPED FOR / and if you will give your-
selves time to distinguish between God, and THE THINGS
which he hus prepared for, and promised to his people, you
must clearly discern between God and his precious gyt of
Jaith !

1. Hope; which springs from faith : as faith has to do
with the promises, and receives them with an assurance of
their fultilment, founded on the divine faithfulness, so hope
looks forward to the enjoyment of the things promised, and
waiteth for them, with patience, (Rom. viii. 25.) but this
hope must be inferior to its great Author and object, Christ
Jesus our Lord : for when taith and hope shall cease in full
enjoyment, Christ Jesus will remain, the altogether lovely
object, of our everlasting adoration: besides, the apostle
says, that love is greater than either faith or hope: so that
if you deify faith and hope, they are but inferior deities,
compared with love which never fails. (1 Cor. xiii. 13.)

These three, faith, hope, and love dwell in our hearts :
but ¢“ Gob is greater than our hearts, (1 John iii 21.) and
knoweth all thing ; whereas with all our faith, hope, and
charity, we know not what a day may bring forth. Then
the difference between the essence of the Eternal God and
these, evidently is, that he is their CREATOR, and they his
creation, the produce of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, in-
stead of delfying yourselves on account of your faith, fall
before him as his new creatures, and bless him for that por-
tion of grace which you have received !

This divine work in the soul is farther denominated,

1. The new man, cREATED in righteousness and ¢rue
holiness. Nota new Gop, but a new MAN, which if we
bad not another scripture, is alone sufficient to overturn

- completely all the sophistry that can be employed to prove
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believers, deities equal with God ! The idea shocks mc as
I proceed, that there ever shoull be found persons on the
earth that should dare to claim equality with God over all
blessed for ever! dwelling in his own Eternity, and possess-
ing an Infinite and boundless Essence immeasurably exal-
ted above all his creatures, angels and glorified saints !

2. A uneo creation. The contrivance of Infi iite Wisdom
in the covenant of grace; a work to be carried 1to effect
by the blesszd Comforter, in due and appointed time, in
consequence of redemption by the precious blood of the
exalted Lamb of God !

In this creation the power of the Spirit is exerted, his
love displayed, the softening influences of his grace distill
like the dew upon the tender herbs: the enmi y of he heart
to God is subdued, light divine illumines the mind, and
life animates the whole of his glorious work, and he pro-
nounces it good, beautiful, delightful in his eyes! for the
sinner is led of the Spirit to live a life of faith on the Son
of God. The difference betwcen this divine and exquisite
workmanship and the Eternal Essence of Jehovah 1s precise-
ly that between the Great CREAToR and the Creation of the
world : for both creations are the produce of the wonderful
energy of his inimitable, unequalled and ALMIGHTY POWER!

3. It is a spiritual birth—2Born from above!

Is the beautiful expression of our dear Lord, figuratively
to exhibit the benign work of the Holy Spirit. They are
begotten of God and brou(%ht forth in Sion for ¢¢ Of Sion
it shall be said, this and that man was born in her.”
(Psalm lxxxvii. 4.) On this ground it has been most
ignorantly asked, does not a son partake of the very
essence of the father who begat him? If so, the child
of God partakes of the very essence of God his Fa-
ther.” ‘This is, indeed, to carnalize the scriptures, to
divest them of their ficurative excellencies, and to re-
duce the Aymighty to a level with his creature man! For
if T may ask, without putting your common sense to the
blush, I ask, does God carnally beget his children, and are
they carnally brought forth ? 1If so, (I would speak with
reverence) the world in the course of time would be far-
nished with an innumerable company of gods !

But let us pursue our subject spiritually, and leave car-
nal arguments for the service of carnal men. The terms
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are strikingly figurative, and serve to set forth, through the
medium ofg earthly things, the great work of the Spirit,
which none bat the spiritual man can discern.

The new man is begotten of God when the dead sinner is
xxickened and made alive. 'l he law enters with all the au-

ority of offended justice, sin revives in the sinners feel-
ings, and becomes exceeding sinful, and he dies to all hope
of salvation by the deeds of the law! Sinai is no place of
refuge from the avenger of blood! All refuge fails! But
blessed be the Eternal Spirit, he turns his face Sion-ward,
and his longing eyes are fixed on Jesus and his blood !—
The soul travails in birth with numerous fears and perplex-
ities, yet a blessed hope sustains it, till the time, the aus-
picious day of Christ arrives, when perfect love casteth
out all fear, and the new man of the soul is born, or brought
forth into the glorious Ziberty of the sons of God, where-
with Christ hath made them free !

Let us further notice,

1. That it is denominated a begun work, (Phil i. 6.)
They are little children, new born babes who desire the sin-
cere milk of the word, that they may grow thereby ; lambs
that must be fed with peculiar care and tenderness; lambs
gathered with the Great Shepherd’s arm and nourished in
His bosom. But with the Eternal Essence there is no begina
ning, no growth, no need of care, for he careth for us !

They are first little children who grow in grace, then
young men strong in faith ; then fathers who spirituall
beget, through the work of the ministry, souls to the Lord
Jesus Christ. But all this amounts not to their possession
of the Esscnce of God, whose glory the heaven of heavens
cannot contain !

2. Thatno man ever possessed, all the fulness of the
Godhead save the man Christ Jesus. ¢ For it pleased the
Father that in him should all fulness, dwell,” all the fulness
of grace, and all the fulness of the Eternal Essence! The
Spirit without measure was poured out on our adorable
Redeemer ! Then, O presumptuous man, rob not my dear
Lord of this essential and distinguishing glory, by attribu-
ting that to yourself which belongs to Jesus alone ! Hear
the determination of the Father ; My glory | will not give
to another !

3. The apostles were baptised, or overwhelmed with the
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Holy Ghost at the day of Penticost ; but they had not the
Eternal Divinity ; or they might have been worshipped,
which Peter forbade Cornclius to do; saying, ** Stand up
1 myself am a man ! All that they miraculously performed
was not in their own name, nor by their own power; but in
the name of Jesus of Nazareth ; by faith in his name they
could do all things: yet he gave them that faith, and
strengthened them with all might, by his Spirit, in their in-
ward man!

4. We are called with the same holy calling, and are in-
terested in all the everlasting blessings of the Covenant
equally with them, but have only the common gifts of that
Fternal Spirit, who divideth to every man severally as he
will. Instead of having the perfect Essence of God we
need more grace, and he will give it, for he resisteth the
proud but giveth grace unto the humble.—

5. In all the gracious lessons which the 7hird subsistence
in the Unpiviprp Essenck teaches the Israel of God,
he speaks not of himself, nor directs them to speak of them-
selves, except in the most humble terms: for nE shall speak
of Me, saith the Dear Redeemer; and in speaking of the
Exalted Christ, their object of delightful worship, he ani-
mates their hearts with the unspeakable joy of faith, so that
they unitedly and individually, ‘¢ worship God in the Spi-
rit, rejoice alone in Christ.  Jesus, and have no confidence
in the flesh !” For knowledge puffeth up, with an idea of
Christian and personal greatness; but love edifieth, and
prostrates the sinner most humbly at the foot of the cross !

AN ADJOURNMENT OF THE

QUESTION

Was proposed through want of time, and bodily indisposition
of the Speaker, to
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AN ADJOURNED QUESTION.

LiMmenousE, MoNDAY, APRIL 5, 1824.
The Difference between the immortal, and sinless principle
communicated to every regencrated soul, and the Liternal and
Drvine Essence of the Creator 2

SOLUTION.

O ¥or an *“ angel’s ken!”—for ¢¢ thoughts that breathe and
words that burn,” to comprehend a ludle so far as compre-
hensible by mortals, of the GREAT and GLORIOUS BEING by
whom we live and move; and to set forth his praise, by
descriptions of his Divinely August Majesty, till in won-
der mingled with love, we fall adoringly before his Eter-
nal Throne,and acknowledge that we are nothing, and less
than nothing, compared with that boundless ocean with-
out shores ; that existence without beginning and without
end ; that underived and self-existing power, which is de-
nominated the EssENCE oF Gop! Or rather, O thou source
of all intelligence, Eternal Spirit of Truth, who art enga-
ged to teach thy people, illumine with beams of divine un-
derstanding, my dark benighted powers, that in thy light,
I may see light, and survey with solemn awe, and profound
reverence, thine Infinite Existence, thine unbounded Es.
SENCE !

Where shall I commence my description! How begin
to delineate the boundless attributes of the UnsearchabTe !
Astronomers read the starry heavens with familiarity, and
in that ‘¢ book of God before them set,” the celestial phe-
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noena, they discover the wonderful works of the Great
Architect ; yet those are but the ¢ work of his fingers ;”
cven when soaring in research, beyond the limits of the
5OLAR SVSTEM, and surveying the fired stars, as so many
central suns to other systems of planets, they are but in
the suburbs of the wonderiul creation, and behold but sha-
dows ot him who dwells in light inaccessible ! for,

““ "These are his lowliest works, yetthese declare,

His goodness beyond thought, and power divine 1”
Mathematicians have made admirable calculations and ad-
ineasurements of the vast creation of God; chemists have
dissected the very bowels of nature, and traced back effects
to their various causes with admirable skill ; but after all
their laborious studies, dcep rescarches, and ingenious ex-
periments, they have but discovered the productions of the
Infinite Wisdom of HiM, whose name, and whose ESSENCE
are still UNSEARCHABLE!

His wisdom, immense goodness, and uncontrolable pow-
er, are displayed in his beautiful, and wonderful creation:
but it is the province of thc Holy Scriptures, to reveal his
grace, and the work of the Holy Spirit to display and ex-
hibit to the Christian’s view, the glories, riches, power, and
abundance of that grace shining 1n the face of Jesus Christ!
To that delightful volume, then, I shall appeal and refer,
in giving a short description of the Essence or Goo!

O may humility, in an especial manner, take the lead
in our contemplations, that while we venture to survey
even the ETERNAL BEING, we may fall on our faces before
him, and bless him for that litzle knowledge, which he has
given us of himself, with an expectation of more grace ;
still remembering that we are fra:l and but dust: and that
the hidden man of our heart s his work, and not his essence :
rejoicing in hope, that he who hath begun that good work
of grace, will carry it on to the day of Christ !

1. EsseNcE, literally implies Being; I suppose from
the verb esse, to be, to exist, to live. Hence the glorious
name by which our Alehim, or covenant God, has revealed
himself, Jenovau ; (from the verb Aazjah,to be) SELF-Ex-
ISTENCE, UNDERIVED, BOUNDLESS, and ETeaNAL! Life of
all lives, Creator of all other essences or exisiencies ; dwell-
ing ALONE, as the Universal Parent of all his creatures,
angels, and men; from whom they derived 2il that they are
.mg all that they possess ! Hence the following sublime ad~
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dress: ¢“ That men may know that thou, whose name alonc
is Jenovaw, art the most high over all the earth.” (Psalm
Ixxxiii. 18.) < Who giveth to all life, and breath, and ail
things.” (Acts xvii. 25.) ¢ To whom then will you liken
me, saith the Lord ?” All creatures are but Lis oF FSPRING,
from the very first dawn of time to the consummation of
all things. O ye, who labor under the shocking delusion
of being in yourselves Gobs, possussing the very essence or
underioed, and eternal. being of Jehovah ; who vainly say,
in the pride of your hearts, we are omnipotent ! tear the
following solemn interrogatives of God, and tremble for
vourselves, ye haughty worms! < Where wast thou, when
1 laid ihe poundations of the earth? declare, if thou ha§t
understanding.  'Who hath laid the measures thereof, if
thou knowest? or who hath stretched out the line upon
1t?” (Job xxxviii. 4, 5))

If it is nothing short of the Divine Essence which you
possess, and that issence created the world, you must have
a perfect knowledge of the power, nay you possess the
very poer which created it ? and must bave the most perfect
recollection of the exertion of that power in the achieve-
ment of the great work of crREATION '—O what an awful
combination of ignorance and pride, in that person, who
presumes to possess the very Being of God ! Aspiring am-
bition in the human heart, dictates acts and language against
the Most High, in direct imitation of the fallen angels ;—
PorEe well remarks,

‘¢ Pride still is aiming at the bless’d abodes,

Men would be angels, angels would be gods!”
But man, proud man, seems not satisfied now o’ days, with
angelic greainess, (admitting he could arrive at it) but he,
assuming the piace of God, saith that heis God ! 2 Thess
ii. 4.) Surely, this must be the awful device of the ser.
pent, who beguiled Eve: His very first temptation was,
*‘ Ye shall be as the ALeury, as God himself |”’

The DiviNe Essence of Jehovah is OMNIPOTENCE, OM-
NISCIENCE, and OMNIPRESENCE. Almighty, and all-crea-
tive in power, by which he performs with perfect ease,
(only by speal.ing the word) things, which to man are ut-
ter impossibilities! Occupying an immensity of space with
his presence, HE, the Infinite’ God, surveys every object
at one and the same time, from the minutest animalcula on
this little globe, to Auge Jupiter, or the most ponderous
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orb, in the yet unexplored and immeasurably distant re-
gions of the starry concave! From everlasting to everlast-
ing, immutably the same: To his existence, no time can
possibly attach itself, ¢ For he is eternal, the very Father
of Eternity itself I (Isaiah ix. 6.)

¢ Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is H1Gu,
I cannot artaIN unto it! Whither shall I go from thy
Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ?” (Psalm
CXXXIX. 6, 7.)

David was so very far from presuming to possess in him-
self, the Eternal Essence, tiat he most humbly acknow-
ledges before God, that he could not, in the uttermost ener-
gy and extent of his most illumined and spiritual thoughts
on Deity, atiutn unto a clear comprchension of its asto-
nishing Immensity! And such will be the frank and hum-
ble acknowledgment, of every one who has received amea-
sure of infinitely free-grace, out of the Founvain fulness of
Christ ; who alone received the Spirit without smeusure,
and who alone can, without robbery, claim equality, or the
same boundless Essence, with our covenant God and
Father !

But it may be replied, ¢¢ Peter positively says, we are
made partakers of the Divine Nature.” (2 Pet. i, 4.)
True, but he neither says, nor intends to say, ¢“ We are
made partakers of the Divine Nature, {or Essence ) of God.
We must ask what divine, or heavenly nature, is intended.
Not God’s underived and e/ernalnatare : if so we should be
all Eternal Deities! But it is that drvine, in contra-distinction
to carnal nature, which we received by, or through, the
precious promises: in fulfilment of which, God sent forth
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, to apply them power-
fully, and to pour out divine grace, that we might cry
ABBA, Father, through a participation of that spiritual na-
ture, of which his people all partake, and which is the spi-
rit, or the new man,that is continually hostile to the flesh:
hence the experimental account of Paul, ¢ to be carnally
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded, is life and

eace.”” Butthis spiritual mind, or divine nature, is so far
from being Jehovah's very essence increate, thatit is ““created
in righteousness and true holiness!” .

¢ God is love, and he, who dwelleth in love, dwelleth
in God, and God in him.” But how does God dwell in
him? By the power of his sin-subduing grace, by the sprink-
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liag of blood on the conscience, and by fuith, which is not
HIMSELF, but bis g2/ : God is lovz, but the sinner is nof ;—
he is liberated from legal bondage, by the knowledge of
God’s love, which yet, with him, passes all knowledge.—
(Eph. i, 17—19 ) Jehovah declures his love to the soul,
and thus drews it to himself. ¢ I have loved thee with ever-
lasting love, and therefore with loving-kinduess have I
drawn thee.” (Jer. xxxi. 3.) The love of God is shed
abiroa:l in the beart, (Rom. v. 5.) diffused with the richest
periumes, as the unetion from the HoLy Onk @ or brought
hoine, as heavenly delicacics, on which the soul rapturous-
ly feasts; cxclaiming with astonishment, ¢ Behold what
manner of love tac Father hath bestowed upon us; that we
should be called the sons of God!” (Johniii 1.)

Bat for Christ to dwell in the heart by faith ; to possess
a knowledge of the love of God ; to be drawn by its cords,
and to feel that it is shed abroad in the heart, are so far
from being God himself that they are only the effects of a
display of the great love, wherewith he ever loved us, and
will love us to all eternity! Humble Christian! or poor
sinner ! (which are synonimous) you, who are every mo-
ment dependent on grace for your perseverance, 1 would
apply to you for an experimental detail of the love of God
to your immortal soul. Do you feel an eternal source of
overflowing love in your new or divine nature, to your
God? Alas! no: you lament that your love to him is so
Little, who has loved you so muck, that your love scarcely
deserves the engaging naine, when brought before that
Eternal Flame of his love to you! Instead of boastin ,
then, that you have the Eternal Essence of love to G 5,
you are led humbly to acknowledge that you are indehted
to the Holy Spirit daily, for fresh supplies of love! Your
love to him, is, in its very nature, the love of a poor sin-
ner, excited by a knowledge of salvation : whereas, his is
the boundless, everlasting, and immutable love of an in-
finitely Holy God! Your song of praiseis not unto your-
self, for your mighty, and wonderful love to Jehovah: but
when led to worship, within the veil, under the influence
of “‘the spirit of praise,” you join the ransomed of the Lord,
in their rapturous song of admiration, *‘Unto Him,who hath
loved us, &c.” This tune goes merrily, every note echoes
*“ not unto Us not unto us”—and though God hath worked
all our works in us, and still werketh in us, both to will and
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to do of his good pleasure—we will not so much rejoice in
these manifestations and inward carnests of the Spirit to our
salvation, but rather in the great and wonderful salvation
itself, by the blood of Jesus. ¢ I am crucified with Christ,
nevertheless | live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which 1 live in the Hesh [ live by the faith
of t'he Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me !”

* The Spirit wrought my taith and love,
And hope and every grace;

But Jesus spent his iife, to work
The robe of Righteousneys ¢

It must strike every humble sinner, saved thus by the
bleeding Lamb, that the difference between worxm Jacos,
and his Infinite God is never to be fully conceived of by
CREATED BEINGS !

It is an immeasurable disparity ! Infinite extremes! for
surely you who are new creatures in Christ Jesus, want no
persuasion from me to acknowledge, '

1. Thatthe new man derived his very existence from the

racious work of Him, who has put bis fear in our hearts :
whereas the Essence of Jchovah, is underived, peculiar to
itself, in the moods of its unequalled existence: Father,
Word, and Holy Spirit, THREE, yet but One! Jenovan,
the Alehim of Israel, who only does wonderful things !

2. The new man acknowledges that Christ is made
over unto him wispom, as well as righteousness and
strength: he goes out of himself, and asks of God, who
giveth to all men (sll regenerated men,) liberally, who ac-
knowledge that they lack wisdom : but the Divine Essence,
or Divine Being, cannot lack wisdom: he saith, with an
uncontrolable prerogative, ‘¢ Council is mine, and sound
wisdom : 1 am understanding : I have strength ! (Prov.
vill. 14.) |

3. The work of grace in the soul is but a begun work,
but with the Divine Essence there is no beginning '

4. The Christian must be daily renewed, and receive
fresh vigor from the fountain of Christ: he prays to be
strengthened with all might, by the Holy Spirit, in his in-
ner man; but the Divine Essence is strength itself. < I
am strength,” saith the Eternal God. Strength underived,
undeclining, undecaying through eternal ages! * In the
Lord Jehovah, there is everlasting strength !”
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5. The new and hidden man of the heart cannot keep
himself; Where then is his Omnipotence ? We, dear
Christians | are constrained to acknowledge that we are

kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation,

(1 Pet. i. 5.) kept *¢ from legions of devils, and mountains
of sin.”

Beneath us are the everlasting  arms, without
which we should fall a prey to our enemies ( Deut, xxxiii. )
but the Eternal God is our refuge, who shall guide us
by his council, till he receives us to eternal glory.—
The Divine Essence, or Being, needs no keeping, for he
keepeth Israel; no upholding ; for he upholdeth us with the
right hand of his righteousness; no council, for he per-
formeth all things after the council of his own will ; no
guidance, for he will be our God and guide unto death ! no
instruction, * For who hath known the mind of the Lord
that he may #nstruct him? Whereas the new man needs
the daily tuition of the blessed Comforter ; of which he shall
not be f{estitute,” ““ For it is written in the prophets, and
they shall be all taught of God.”

6. The new man ‘‘ sometimes walks in darkness and
hath no light.” The Lord is Pleased to withdraw the light
of his gracious countenance, and the soul exclaims * thou
hidest thy face and I am troubled!” but the Infinite
Essence is a fountain of ineffable light! ¢ God is light
and in /um there is no darkness at al[!”

7. The new man, or the divine nature of the Christian,
knoweth chuanges ; sometimes strong in faith, saying, ¢ I
am not afraid of ten thousand of them, who have ‘set them-
selves against me, round about,” and anon, is alarmed at
the appearance of a single opponent; David like, fearfully
crying, ‘“ I shall one day perish by thehand of Saul !” But
the EssENCE, or Divine Being, ¢ knoweth not the shadow
of a turn,” hislanguage is, 1 am the Lord, I cuANGE NoT!”

8. The new man is frequently fuint and weary: the
road in which he travels is rough and rugged to his feet,
and walking through the valley of the shadow of death—.
when spiritual death overshadows the soul, and the powers
of hell assail him—he is ready to halt, till the Hogr Spi-
rit, who feeds his strength, enables him to say, by precious
faith,—¢“ Thou art with me, and thy rod and staff they
~comfort me.” But the Divine Essence, or ¢ The ever-

lasting God the Lord raINTEH not, neither is WEARY.—
There is no searching of his understanding.” (Isa. x1. 28.)



104 BIBLICAL CRITICISMS.

9. The new man is tempted of evil, but the Divine Lis-
sence, or God, cannot be tempted of evil, (James 1, 13.)
and though the new or divine nature of the belicver,.can-
not be polluted of evil; yet he feels the necessity of cry-
ing unto him, who knoweth how to succour the Godly, in
all their temprations !

The difference is so great, and conspicuous, that it
would be superfiuous to multiply scriptural arguments,
any farther to convince you, who are open to conviction,
that the oNE is,

1. A poor petitioner at the gate of mercy, begging for
the bread of life: the orner the Eternal God, with the
unsearchable riches of grace, able to do exceeding, abun-
dantly above all that we can ask or think.

2. The one a poor prisoner, sighing for liberty, the other
the King Eternal, who will bring his prisoners out of
prison !

3. The one ** knows not what a day may bring forth,”
from whom futurity is hidden, and to whom unexpected
events almost daily avise; the ornER, the Omniscient Es.
sence, who governs all events, and to whom all things arc
nakedly open from everlasting to evcrlasting !

4. The one, incapable of reading the hearts of men: an.d
is daily exposed to human deception : the oTHER, the Di-
vine Essence, the GREAT SEARCHER OF HEARTS !

5. The one, a humble worshipper, who worships the
Lord in spirit and in truth ; the oifier, the oNLY object of
all worhip, praise, and adoration!

6. The one an humble learner, ever desirous of learning
more of the excellency of Christ; the oTnEr, the Great
Teacher of Israel, who manifests himself unto his people !

7. The one, a servant, serving in the newness of Spurit,
the other, the Great Master of Assemblies, whose worship
and service is perfect freedom !

8. The one, a worm, the other, the Eternal God !

9.’ The one, (comparatively) nothing, the otfer, ALL IN
Aavt!

ERRATUM,—No. XII. page 96, line 25, for Christian, read Christ.

QUEST!ON FOR NEXT MONDAY EVENING.
Arethe first SIx verses of the SIXTH chapler of the He-
brews, descriptive of mere professors of Christianity, or of
the elect famuly of God 2 '
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Christ all and in all. Cor, 111, 11.

QUESTION

LimenousE, MoxpaAy, APRIL 12, 1824,
Are the first SIX verses of the s1xTH chapter of the He-
brews, descriptive of mere professors of Christianity, or of
the elect funuly of God ?

SOLUTION.

VARIOUS opinions bave been formed of the intention of
the Holy Spirit in this seemingly difficult portion of God’s
word, and laid before the public for their reception, adop-
tation, or rejection,

1. The Arminian roundly asserts, that he has thereon,
the most extensive ground for belief and evidence, that
subjects of regenerating grace; the truly called children
of God ; may fall finally from the loving-kindness of the
Lord, and after all they have known and enjoyed of his
presence, be everlastingly banished from him, and sink in
eternal perdition !

But this doctrine is not more horrid to the true Chris.
tian’s feelings, than shockingly degrading to the immu-
tability of our God, who knows not the shadow of a turn!
How can he, who is eternally unalterable, hate to day and
love to-morrow ! or bless to day, and curse to-morrow '—
Alas! were this the case, we could place no dependence
on the word of his promise, nor safely exercise faith in his
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abounding grace, in our precious and immovable rock,
Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever !

But everlasting adorations are due to his glorious name
from all his blood-boughi elect: That his family were elect-
ed and adopted from everlasting, and in the ancient,
well-ordered, and gracious covenant, made heirs of God
and joint-heirs with Christ : in consequence of which, he
redeemed from all iniquity, all, and every individual of
that family, with an especial and distinguishing redemp-
tion : and not till his blood has lost its virtue to cleanse
from all sin, shall an - individual sinner perish, belonging
to that flock made his by the Father’s gift! Dear belie-
ver, it perfectly satisfies us to hear him say, ‘1 give unto
them ETERNAL LIFE, and they shall NFvER PERISH, neither
shall any pluck theni out of my hand!”

2. The Anti-Arminiun, on the opposite, as strenuous-
ly contends, that the striking description here given, can-
not apply to the called of God, according to his purpose ;
who cannot possibly fall; as they are kept by the power
of God, through faith unto salvation : whereas, the other
declares, that the persons described, may full, so as to
render their restoration unto repentance, impossible ”—
hence, they justify themselves in concluding, that mere
professors of Christianity, with shining attainments, or
sordid hypocrites, are evidently described !

3. A fhird party, namely the weak and timid of Jeho-
vah’s family, from the above conclusion, are plunged the
deeper in their fears and doubts, concerning their perso-
nal interest in Christ; and most painfully question, whe-
ther they arc effectually called by divine grace. I have
their relief and comfort particularly in view, in my at-
tempt at a satisfactory elucidation of this precious portion
of God’s word : which must not be taken from lns chil-
dren: for I venture, at once, to pronounce it one of the
Inost extensive, accurate, circumstantial, and precious de-
scriptions of regencration, in the whole Book of Sacred
Inspiration !

1. Let us run briefly through the whole of the account,
with observations on the force and energy of the GREEK
TExT,

Tovs Qalicberlas (aor. 1. part. pass. pl. verbi gulidw dllumino, to
enlighten, to illuminate) they have been illuminated.
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And let it particularly arrest attention, that this was a
passive ; they did not 1lwminate themselves; but were
tlluminated: Who illuininated them? ¢ God, who com-
manded light to shine out of darkness, shone into their
hearts, to give them the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ!”

Mere professors are self-taught, and self-illuminated ;—
their docirinal knowledge is of their own procurmg; by
the dint of studious application to the scriptures: but
these, on the contrary, have been enlightened, not by
themselves, but by some other agency, operating in their
immortal minds: and is it not the prerogative of the Holy
Spirit alone, ¢“ to bring them out of daviness, into mar-
vellous light 17

ATIAE adv. SEMEL, once, at one time, once for all ;—hav-
ing been once illuminated, they are not, when they ave fall-
en to be restored by repentance 5 repentance from dead
works : they are not to be regenerated over again; for
that work stands for ever, however the child of God may
fall. You will perceive, I hope, that the apostle is not
speaking of the impossibility of their restoration, but of
the impossibility of restoring them by legal repeniance !
The manner of vestoring them, is the subject of his dis-
cussion. Hence he says, in the first verse ‘¢ Let us go
on unto perfection: not laying again the foundation
of repentancc from dead works.” ’That ‘has been laid
once : For it 1s impossible, says he, to renew them agan,
(again, observe that particularly) thcy had, then; been
renewed once; and if fallen, cannot be restored by law
terrors, but Peter-like, by the soul-dissolving looks of
bleeding love from Calvary!

Tevoapero; (part. act, pl. verdi yedw gusto to taste) having
tasted. 'This is scripturally sufficient to prove them rege-
nerated childrenof God : according to Peter’s encouraging
language: ““ If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gra-
cious.” (1 Pet.ii. 3.) If you have had but one taste, poor
sinner—but one sweet enjoyment of his free grace, which
encouraged your hope, you differ from all the hypocrites
in the world, concerning whom the great Lord of the gos-
pel feast, has declared, ¢ They shall not taste of my sup-
ver!”

Ty swupans (Gen. sing. of swspanes ceelestts, celestial, hea-
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venly, of or belonging to God; far above the reach of
men.  That which 1s not of the earth, earthy, but that
which comes from heaven, according to the answer of
Jesus, to Peter’s coniussion of faith, ¢ Flesh and blood
have not revealed this unto thee, but my Father who is in
heaven.”

Tne dwpeas (Gen. sing. of dwpew, donum, donatio, a gift, a
donation, a 7ree-geving, or bestowing. 'That which comes
irom heaven, as Jehovah’s free gift, which is precious faith
in the blood of Christ.

Tewnbeslas pwiloxus were made companions, pariners, associates,
of the Holy Spirit. For the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the
Hovuvy Spirir 1s with them. (2 Cor. xiii. 14.

The act of the persons so made partakers, or associates,
is not even mentioned: but the great work of God, who
alone can make a sinner acquainted with ¢ the love of the
Spirit.”” Hence, no formalist or hypocrite, with whom God
has nothing to do, can possibly be intended in this sub-
lime expression: but those alone who are brought into the
sweetest intimacy with the HoLy ComMFoRTER, under the
balmy influence of his own omnipotent agency !

Having tasted, Kaao, pulcher, bonus ; the beautiful, ex-
cellent, giorious, good, Prua @w, verbum Dei, word of
God.

The word gsue, deserves an especial observation ; as it
is not the Greek word usually employed in the New Testa-
ment toexpress the Worp of God. For the Eternal and
Incarnate Word, the written word, and the preached word
of salvation, are almost universally expressed throughout
the Scriptures of the NEw Testament, by Aoy (vide John
1. 18. Acts xiil, 26 and xx. 32. 2 Tim. iv. 2. &c.

But enxz, the word in this sentence, evidently intends
that word, which God himself, by the still small voice of
his Spirit, speaks home to the soul of a sinner, when he
proclaims pardon and peace toan individual soul, throngh
an interna{)application of the blood of Christ.

This sense is fully expressed by Suipas, “ Prua, verbum.
Verbum autem vocatur verbalis vox simpliciter enunciala.”
And Christ himself uses the same noun, and in the same
sense, in John vi. 63. 7a puala, the words which I speak
unto you, they are life.” Iwould ask, Does Christ speak
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spirit and life into the soul of a mere professor, or a de-
ceived and deceiving hypocerite? Certainly not.  Then,
not such characters ; but the saints of God called by di-
vine grace, must unavoidably be intended in this portion
of his word. Their ears are circumcised to hear bis
charming voice, and they follow the Great Shepherd with
the ost accurate and delightfnl attention ; ¢ for they
know his voice.”

““ dnd the powers of the world to come.” 'The world of
grace and glory, love, and inexpressible delight. These
they taste and anticipate while here below : feeling the
power of his love and grace to save them from the world,
the flesh, and the devil: and the power of innate prayer,
leading to communion with God !" And ave these celestial
powers, felt and experienced by any persons on earth, ex-
cept thosc who are called eflectually, to rejoice in hope of
the glory of God?

We are now arrived at that part of the subject, on which
a decisive reply to the guestion much depends : viz, Tre
FALLING AWAY, and the RECOVERY or RESTORATION.

1. Hapamsooras (a participle verbi wapamalo prolabor, to
fall, to slip; pecco, to do amiss, to mistake) having fallen.

2. And having fallen, it is impossible to renew them
again, or torestore, and bring them back uc udaraar, 20, or
by repentance. Let it impress your minds, that the apos-
tle does not say, it is impossible to renew them by any
means whatever ; they are irretrievably fallen; fallen, to
rise no more at all! But he says, as clearly as he can pos-
sibly speak, or write words. *¢ It is impossible to restore,
renew, refresh, recover, and bring back, the wandering
sheep of Christ, éy repentaice; by threatenings of ven-
geance, and penal afflictions when they return home—We
must not send Moses after them with bis law terrors! We
must not hope to bring them back by sucha vindictive mea-
sure. Besides in the attempt to perform this smpossibility
to restore them by repentance; we are not “ going on to
perfection : but laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works.” The fallen children of God are pecu-
liar characters : they are still the regenerated of the Lord ;
and instead of preaching to them legal repentance, we must
point them to that infinitely precious, and mereiful
High Priest, Christ Jesus, whom they have ¢ crucified
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afreshy” and then, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit,
a view of his bleeding, and s/:// pardoning love! would lecad
to such a sense of their base and ungrateful conduct in
deserting him, that they would weep bitterly, at the foot
of his cross !

3. Concerming FALLING AWAY ; by an attention to the
sacred volume, on the painfu] subject, we shall be led to
discriminate between the fulls of mere professors, and those
of the subjects of Jehovah’s abounding grace. ‘¢ For a
just man fullcth seven times and riseth up again, but the
wicked shall s«ll 1into mischiet.” (Prov. xxiv. 16.) lHeie
is distinguishing grace: scven times, the just (who are jus-
tified in Jesus) are restored; for ¢ theor life is in them ;”
they cannot fall out of the covenant of the Redcemer’s love;
but the wicked, who never were regenerated, fall from their
profession (for the root of the matter is not in them) and
answer finally, to the apostolic description ; ‘¢ Twice dead

12

plueked up by the roots!” And thus, false teachers, or
blind leaders, will soon share the fate of their deluded
hearers : ¢¢ For if the blind lead the blind, both shall full
into the ditch!” (Matt. xv. 14.)

4. Itis my province now, consistently with the promised
solution, to shew you scripturally the especial and distin-
guishing FALLs which are lamentably experienced by the
people of God; to which they are all exposed, and from
which they cannot preserve themselves. Some are kept
abundantly more than others, to their abounding consola-
tion, and the glory of grace! For in proportion as they are
left to fall, and sin against, and wander from him who has
called them, so will they pierce their own souls through,
with many sorrows, wound their own consciences, and cre-
ate for themselves, a very hell of guilt and misery !

So hateful is sin to the ransomed sinner, that his daily
prayer is, ¢ Lord keep me from evil, that it may not grieve
me.” This is the holy cry of the New Man! but, Chris-
tians, we should ever remember, that the oLp MAN of our
corrupt nature still lives: hence we are always liable to

ield to the very first temptation, if not kept by the power
of God! And for wise ends, Jehovah has left some of the
most eminent characters among his Royal Sons and Daugh-
ters to fall away ! But blessed be his name, not FINALLY !
For on their restoration they have all sung the song of Da-
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vid: ¢“ He rESTORETH MY soUL! He leadeth me in paths
of righteousness for his name’s sake. (Psalm xxiii. 3.)

1. They fall into temptations : but, it is so very far from
criminal to be tempted, that James gives an exhortation to
rejoice on the occasion: ““ My brethren, says he, count itall
Joy,whenye fall intodivers temptations: (Jamesi. 2.) though
by temptations here, we are rather to understand severe and
varied truls for the man, who (according to verse 12,)
endures them, patiently waiting by faith, for God’s delive-
rance out of them, is pronounced BLESSED !

2. There is a particular time with them all, I believe,
when they leave their rirst love, and arc affectionately
exhorted to remember from whence they are faden. (Rev.
1. 3, 5.) The love of their espousals, when Christ the
bridegoom is FIrsT revealed, to the liberation of their souls
from guilt, wrath, bondage, death, and condemnation.—
‘That unspeakably felicitous season of heavenly sweetness,
when sorrow is converted to Joy, and mourping to en-
chanting melodies of celestial praise. When ‘I kNow
THAT MY REDEEMER LIVETH,” is the solo of the individual
soul, from morning to night! But in a short space, a fall
takes place ; and instead of joy and dancing, life, light, and
pleasure; they feel the miserable reverse, of sadness, and
mactivity, spiritual deadness, darkness, and innate pain of
mind ! But this fu//is appointed by Infinite wisdom to wean
the sucking child from tﬁe milk, that it may in future live
on gospel bread, and walk by faith. .

3. Through the specious plausibility of error, and their
carnal nature’s attachment to legality ! they are likely
enough, prior to their being rooted and grounded in the
truth, to fall from their stedfastness: for seducers shall so
wonderfully resemble the true ministers of Christ, ‘¢ that
if it were possible, they would deceive the very elect.”’—
But blessed be the Great Teacher of Israel, for that im-
possibility ; that though the elect may be led away from
truth for a season, they shall remember from whence the
are fallen, and refurn to Zion and to God, with full pur-
pose of heart !

4. But here more especially they fal/ ¢ by their iniqui-
ties!” (Hosea xiv. 1.; Lust conceives in their carnal na-
ture, and brings forth sin ; and sin, when finished, brings
forth death ! Spiritual death, deadness, carclessness and
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inattention to the ways and worship of God ! The alluring
charms of the world invite, they fall into its arms, and are
lulled to sleep by the influence of sin, and the delusions
of the devil! But the Lord will restore his fallen, as well
as his backsliding children: Peter falls into the Satanic
sieve, but a look of fove restores im! For when the child
of God falls he is not alone: Hence Solomon, {Eccl. iv.
9, 10.) ‘¢ Two are better than one—for if they fall; the
one will lift up his fellow : but woe to him who is alone
when he fulleth.”

Thus, when the poor child of God falls, he has still
Christ with bim to raise him up, and restore his soul : For
the Lord upholdeth all them that fall (Psalm cxlv. 14.)
and teaches the soul to sing, on its approaching restora-
tion, ‘ Rejoice not against me O thou mine enemy. when
Ifall, 1 shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will
be a light unto me.”

Now let us enquire, by way of conclusion, How the Lord
restores them ! Not by legal repentance and law terrors ;
that is impossible : but by leading them, as I have before
hinted, to that Jesus whom they have again crucified unto
themselves | Thewr sins had cructfied him once; which
proves they are the redeemed interested, in his blood, which
was never shed for formalists and hypocrites ! To Chnst,
the bleeding Lamb, the Holy Spirit directs their peniten-
tial eyes ; and his bleeding love restores them to sa}l)vation’s
Joys! Thus the divine bowels were moved for Ephraim to
his recovery ! Thus David was restored by the publication
of Divine pardon, ¢ The Lord also hath put away thy ini-
quity, thou shall not die.” Thus, the infinitely affection-
ate, and compassionate look of Christ, dissolved Peter to
floods of penitential tears: and thus every faller saint is
restored, not by repentance from dead works, but by an
overcoming display of pardoning love!

QUEST!ON FOR NEXT MONDAY EVENING.

Rejoice evermore. 1 THESs. V. 16,
What does Paul mean by the above exhortation ; sincejoy
and peace are mew covenant blessings, and fruits which are
solely of the Holy Spirit’s production 2
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