BIBLICAL CRITICISMS

AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF

EXPERIMENTAL GODLINESS.

THE

Outlines of Solutions to critical Questions in Theology :
PUBLICLY DISCUSSED BY

W. W. HORNE,
at Hephzibah Chapel, Three Colt Street, Limelouse.

No. II.] SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 1824. [Price 2d.

Ta warre xas &y Bads X‘zsro;.-—PAUL-

Chnist all and in all. Cor. 1. 11,

QUESTION.

LiMEHOUSE, MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 1824.
How was mau made like God? according to Gen. ni. 22.

SOLUTION.

THE disparity between God and man is infinitely incon-
ceivable: man, a worm of the earth; dust and ashes. ani-
mated with an Immortal Spirit ;—the Great and Eternal
Jehovah, dwelling in light inaccessible; in his own eter-
nity ; worshipped by the heavenly inhabitants ; by angels,
who excel in strength ; who are continually crying, ¢ Holy,
Holy, Holy, Lord Ged of Sabaoth!™

His ETernNaL EsseNcE will be a subject of everlasting
contemplation, of delightful study, rapturous research,
and ceaseless praise, with angels and glorified spirits,
when the world shall cease to be, and the church of God
is wrapped up in boundless and celestial felicity !

I am persuaded that the Querist, nor any other enlight-
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ened person upon the earth, on mature consideration, can
preésume to possess the Divine Essence of him, who is om-
Nipolent, ommiscient, and omnipresent ! whose glory, the
heaven of heavens cannot contain ! Before whom, Gabriel
veils his face, and seraphim worship ! with angelic, and
eternal humility ! whose glories are inconceivable, and un-
searchable, to the most enlightened mind! and whose
beams of divine grace, are too much, for even the regene-
rated soul, while existing in a time-state steadily to behold,
and will be the object of its rapturous admiration, when
tine shall be no longer !

he Querist will excuse me for correcting him in the
forn.)ation of this Question : had he have taken in the fol-
lowing words—to know good and evil—it would have ren-
dered the subject, at once, comprehensible, and perfectly
easy of discussion.

For ¢ The Lord God said, Behold the man is become
as one of us”—not in our efernal attributes—the supposi-
tion would be blasphemy iu the extreme !—But 1s become
as one of us, ““to Anow good and evil.” The assimila-
tion to God, was, consequently, not a participation of his
¥ssENCE ;—for the fall would scarcely make him more
Godlike ; but a knowledge of evil, as well as good, which
he could not know till evil entered into the world, by en-
tering into his heart, which was soon awfully dispiayed in
his condyct !

In discussing this question, we will take a review, as
aided by 1he Scriptures, of man before his fall. Man, the
noblest work of God, in the creation of this woild: man,
endowed with rational faculties: with an immortal mind !
Not with the Divine Essence. For underived Being, Eter-
nal Existence, Incomprehensible EssEncE, living eter-
nally, and giving life to all—cannot be fully concelved of,
much less possessed by finite beings: by worms of the earth /
Independent subsistence is alone to be ascribed to God
himself ; and not to be presumptuously presumed by his
dependent creatures, who are but atoms, smaller than grains
of sand, in his vast creation, and less than pothing when
compared to his vast Eternity of Essence !—-—Essmce, self-
existence, peculiar, and copfined alope to him, who has
independent Being, who alone exists; whe is admirably
set forth by John, in (Rev. iv. 8.) o av xas o or xab o egpcoperos,
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who was, who is, (or who exists with an efernal and un-
derwed existence) and who is to come : or who is coming.
This is that glorieus, and vast Being, who is without like-
ness, ¢‘ For to whom will ye compare me,” saith the Lord ?
—>Shall a worm of the earth, on any ground whatever, or
under any pretence whatever, presume to be comparable
with him, who is infinite in wisdom, and understanding,
and whose name and nature are Eternally Almighty.

Man was not created a God—for we can form no idea of
a created God-—Deity implied an eternal and uncreated
existence.

Man, then, is the creuture of God, concerning whose
creation, we have no other account than that which the
Bible affords : and no other history we need: for so accu-
rately eorrect is the Divine History, that we find it de-
scriptively corresponding, in every circumstance, with what
we have good ground to believe man was before the fall,
and most assuredly doth it strikingly set forth, what man is
since his apostacy, as awfully exhibited in the universal
eonduct of almost the whole human race. Which is not
the least among the abundance of evidences of the Scrip-
ture’s authenticity.

1. We take a view of the state and condiiion, powers,
intellects, and privileges of man prior to the fall—Jehovah
the Aleim formed Adam from the dust of red earth, and he
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, (or the spirit of
lives) and man became a living soul. He possessed the
very image of his Maker—that is, his holiness and purity ;
and as a perfect creature, Jehovah could hold communion
with him: for he knew not evil. Adam was thus a per-
fectly upright man—but not a spéritual man—he knew
nothing of regeneration of soul ; he needeth it note

He knew nothing of Christ~—he wanted then no redemp-
tion—no bleeding sacrifice, for his soul was the image of his
Glorious Creator, sinless, spotless, immacculate in 1tself.—
Butalas! we, since the fall with ¢ hearts deceitful above
all things,” are totally incapable of conceiving, in the ut-
termost stretch of our imagination, the purity and felicity
of our first parents, in the Paradise of God. The soul ex-
panded, amli)a all its noble powers enlarged, with love and
delight, in worship and adoration, at the foot of bim, who
gavelt existence, and made man creation’s lord !
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But I apprehend that Adam possessed these pristine ex-
cellences but very little time—He fell—because, though
created sinlessly pure, he was also but a mutable creature,
and liable to yield to the very first temptation, through his
ignorance of evil. The powers of mind, prior to the fall,
were almost boundless—how admirably sagacious ! he sur-
veys the mighty works, and numerous creatures of his God
with admiration, and calls every fowl of the air, as well as
the numerous quadrupeds that were under his control, by
name, he gave them appropriate names, and doubtlessly
surveyed the heavenly bodies with adoration to his God,

eculiar to a mind never polluted with sin! Such was man
“ the noblest work of God” in his creation ; and [ go on
now,
2. To view him as a fallen creature—the serpent begui
led Eve, she partook of the forbidden fruit, presented it
to her husband: thus the happy pair most unhappily fell,
by the artful insinuations, and cuuning stratagem of the
Great Foc of God and man! Aad now ° the wickedness
of man is great in the earth, and every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart, is only evil continually” (Gen.
vi. 5.)

The Queri t asks, ¢¢ How 1s man become like God #” 1
reply by a knowledge of good and evil.” This is the moye
wonderful, as the fall clothed him in the most complete ig-
norance of God, and rebellious alienation from the life of
God! (Eph.iv. 18.) But,

Before the fall he was ignorant of evil—but that evil
was known and forcseen, as all things else were, by the
eternal God, thus he became like God in a Anowledge of
evil. Then awful guiltarrested the conscience—they were
clothed in shame; hid themselves among the trees, and
were frightened at the sound of Jehoval’s voice; which
before they had heard with so much delight !—they fiew
from his approach with terror, and were alarmed at hisin-
dignation against sin! O what an awful change !-—Who
can hear of it and deny the sacred scripture’s divine au-
thenticity !

The fall of ApaM is exhibited, more or less in every
man’s conduct—he turns his back on God, he is ignorant
of him! his powers and passions of soul are ever prane to
evil !—Could the infinitely Holy God, have created man
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in this state of depravity ? The Deist himself, will be obli-
ged to acknowledge, that some strange and awful revolu-
tion must have taken place in the haman heart, since its
creation: and what book informs us of that mental revolu-
tion, but the pure and impartial history of man—the pre-
cious Bible, the Scriptures of Eternal truth?

s one of us. 'Who here speaks? And who is address-
ed? Not angels ; they are but the creatures of God, with
whom, though he can commune, he does mot address with
such familiarity —For unto which of the angels, said
he at any time, “ Thou art my Son, this day have [
begotten thee ?” and again, I will be to bim a Father, and
he shall be to me a Son, (Heb. i 5.)  He who speaks, is
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who address-
es him pot as merely a pre-existing human soul, but as the
ETERNAL WoRD set up, or rather anointed, estublished,from
everlasting, (Prov. viii. 23.) having proposed in due time,
to take into union with his Eternal Divinity, human nature,
that in that natare, he might make an all-sufficient atone-
ment for his people’s sins !

Here is the astonishing communion, consultation, and
council, that the Eternal God had within bimself !—Here
is the language of Infinite Love to itself, without con-
sulting any creature. The Triity converses in itself,
concerning man, without any created being whatever—no
human soul (for if Auman, it must have been a creature)
was admitted into this council of heavenly love: but one
subsistence in the boundless and Eternal Essence speaks to
and consults another concerning the fall of man—says the
Father of Mercies to his best beloved, the Kternal Logos,
the man is become as one of us—as one of us—1t becomes
me then, in answer to this question, to consider most seri-
ously, who is addressed—which is evidently Christ, the
lover of sinners, the Redeemer of God's elect, the perfec-
tion and righteousness of his dearly beloved church!—
And Jehovah Elohim—the whole Trinity said in the coun-
cil oflove—* The man is become as one of us”—notas us,
but as one of us—who then is the one intended here—
evidently Christ himself—for saith the ETerNaL THREE-
ONE, he is become as one of us, in knowing good and evi/
—which Christ was engaged to know in his incarnation,
and which he then knew by taking in covenant engage.
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ment all the sins—the evi/ of his people into his own ac-
count, and suffering in due time, all the punishment due
to them on Calvary’s mount. Our Jesus must know good
—he must obey in the stead of his people, that his good.-
ness, or RIGHTEOUSNESS, by impntation, may justify the
UNGoDLY : and he must know evil, in order that all the
EVIL of the church of God may be removed by his bearing
it away with a perfect atonement !-—evil thus entered into
the world ; guilt followed ; shame covered Aim, who be-
fore, could look God in the face without any apprehen-
sion of his divine pleasure !

Adam, then, possessed a knowledge of coop and evitr:
and under a sense of his violation of the Divine command,
his heart ached ; his conscience bled : guilt harrowed up
all the vast powers of his immortal soul! Instead of ap-
proaching the Lord as usual, when he condescended to vi-
sit them, they fled from his presence; they hid themselves
among the trees ; so a guilty sinner atiempts now to hide
himself from the Divine view, but in vain! The beart is
open to Almighty inspection, and the conscience will per-
form 1ts legal office, in accusing the vile sinner of his
crimes ; and in opposition to all the efforts he may make,
to obtain peace, will bring him in guilty before God !

Adam most painfully knew evil :—the awful effects of
the fall, harrowed up his immortal Spirit, with all the hor-
ror peculiar to a sinner, under a sense of Divine wrath—he
attempted, but in vain, to fly from the sacred presence of
his Mighty Maker, and most bountiful preserver! O what
an awful knowledge he possessed in consequence of the
fall! Every power and passion of his mind, tainted, polluted,
and under a sense of his guilt, torn with the most exquisite
and cutting reflections on his awful apostacy from God!

He came in the ¢ ¢ool of the day :”” and an infinite bless-
ing to him that it was the cool day of tender mercy, and not
the torrid vengeance of offended justice—Apam, where
art thou? was the divine declamation—but seemingly no
answer was at first given—hewas with his guilty wife among
the trees for shelter from the wrath, which his eonscience
anticipated—Adam, where art thou! was reiterated—
but it seems evident to me, that he gave no immediate
answer. Guilt, horror, dread, prevented reply !—Whatan
awful change had taken place! Prior to his fall, a Divine
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visit was the glory of his Paradise, the delight of his sosl !
He met his Great Creator with all possible adoration of
heart, and energy of creature love, and sinless worship !

Now all communion is cut off between God and his
noblest creatnre, man! What truly regenerated Christian
can read the account, without-feeling 1ndignation against
sin, without acknowledging before éod, that in Adam he
is LosT! but viewing sin’s Great Conqueror, looking to
his atoning blood by faith, rejoicing that he has redemp-
tion and deliverance from all condemnation, entirely
through the sufferings of the Illustrious Immanuel!

This natural conscience which convicted and accused
Adam is more or less felt by every individual of the human
race. And from which issues the greater part of the relia
gious profession of the present day.

As Paul says even of the Pagans who have not the law ;
their consciences are either accusing or exvcusing them,
which is the remains of the Adamic law on their minds.—
Hence all the Arminianism and self-righteousness which
abound in the religious world. Natural conscience never
takes cognizance of indwelling sin—it accuses only of ex-
ternal acts of iniquity : and hence a reformation of eon-
duct, and an outward profession of godliness, will satis-
fy all its demands, and the reformed character will consi-
der himself in the high road to eternal felicity, when in re-
ality', he lies at hell’s dark door, dead in trespasses and
sins !

The Querist may rest satisfied, that he did not by his
fall obtain the essence of God—Alas! no: by his apes-
tacy, he obtained a knowledge, and an awful possession of
cvil! He became, in fact, more like the infernal powers,
in his fallen nature, than like his infinitely pure and boly
Creator !

God’s children, who are regenerated, do ot possess his
Divine Essence. No man can possibly be like God, in
his EFERNAL ATPRIBUTES ]

His Divine Essence is his omnipotence, omniscience, and
omnipresence ! And who dares prosume to possess these
great and glorious INCOMPREHENSIBLES !

His Essence is a vast abyss,

Which angels cannot sound ;

An ocean of infinities,

Where all cur thoughts are drown’d.”
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The Pope of Rome, says he has the Divine Essence,
and pretends to occupy the very seat of God! (2 Thess.
il. 4.) But we, dear Christians, acknowledge, under a
sensc of sin, guilt, and ignorance, that we are worms, and
not deities—but blessed be our covenant God, who has said,
Fear not worM Jacob!

¢ That worm am I, that worm indeed.”—RozzEL.

Yet it is our unspeakable happiness to be *“ made parta-
kers of the divine nature”-—of the heavenly calling : but
this divine nature is not the Creator, but a new creature :
and when it can be proved, that a creature 1s the Almigh-
ty God, then I shall take the liberty of contradicting Paul,
who has positively said, ¢“the new man is ¢reafed in righ-
teousness,” Eph. iv. 24. and that those who are born from
above, are God’s workmanship . created in Christ Jesus,
unto good works. (Eph. ii. 10.)

Thus he distinguishes between the GREAT WORKMAN,
and his holy workmanship— the Creator and his new crea-
ture !

And throughout his admirable epistles, sets forth in the
most conspicuous terms, and by the most appropriate fi-
gures, this glorious work of grace in our hearts; as faith
hope, love, the Spirit’s seal, the kingdom of God, and the
Spirit which is of God, contending perpetually with the
flesh ; and that in this contest, the new man, instead of be-
ing God, himself, stands in need of fresh strength, daily
from Christ—¢ I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me—strengthened with all might by his Spirit
by the inner man !’

But more of this, probably, in a_future Number.

QUESTION

For NEXT MoNDAY EVENING.

What is the state of a soul described in the words of David?
¢ My soul 1s as a weaned child.”

PRINTED ano SOLD sy W. DAY, 17, GOSWELL STREET;

and may be had, also
of the AUTHOR, at Hepuzisan CuariL, Three Colt Street, Line-
house ; and at'I'rintTy ChaveL, Aldersgate Street,
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QUESTION.

LimeHoUse, MoNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1824,

What is the state of a soul described in the words of David$
“ My soul is as a weaned child.”

SOLUTION.

THIS Question is founded on Psalm cxxxi. 2. which is,
““ A Song of DEGREES:” because probably it spiritually
sets forth the especial degrees, or stages of experience,
which the spiritual pilgrim passes through, on his road to
eternal glory. All Theological 2uestions, either directly
or indirectly concern the immortalsoul: but this especially
and immediately is an enquiry into the real state of the re-
generated soul, under particular and trying circumstances !
The 2uerist seems concerned to know where he is, in his
Journey homeward, ¢‘ to mansions in the skies,”” and very
properly asks, What is the state of a soul, answering to the
escription given by the Royal Psalmist.
The true Cbristian is solemnly acquainted with the in-
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caiculabic worth of the soul ; and is assured that 1ts infi
nitely mmportant concerns are not to be trifled with : he
must know, and the blessed Spirit will inform him, of his
real spiritual eircumstances: that though lost in bimself,
he 1s saved in and by a blessed Christ. O Sirs, this is of
infinite moment ; “ For what shall it profit a man, if he
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? Or what can
a man give in exchange for his soul!”

Qutward forms, names, ceremonies, and commandments
of men, may, and will satisfy, thosc who only  wish to
make a fair shew ia the fiesh; but the man taught of God,
knows too well the worth of his deathless part, the soul, to
rest in a mere profession ; or to be satisfied with any thing
short of the Holy Spirit’s witness with his Spirit, that he 1s
born of God! and as he makes progress in the divine life
of faith, will still be enquiring where about he is on his
journey, what are his circumstances, what the state of his
mind, the meaning of his trials, and what will be their ter-
mination ? He must know, to his satisfaction, and feel the
ground on which he stands!—What is the state of his spi-
ritual accounts, and what are the dealings of God with his
soul, in this new, and (to him) unexplored region, through
which he must necessarily pass. So also a true minister
of Christ watches for souls, as one who must give an ac-
count, and as a scribe, well instructed in the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven, rightly divides the word of truth:
describes the Holy Spirit’s operations in the soul; the va-
rious lessons given to the student in the school of Christ ;
the different stages of the Christian’s experience; his
growth in grace; that he is, first, a new-born babe—then
a young man—then a Father in the Lord Jesus Christ —
T he various vicissitudes, changes, and trials, with which
he must be exercised, and the end of them all; peace and
rest, alone in Jesus; through an establishment in the
troth.

In answer to this question, then, we must consider se-
riously, that the words of David, are totally inapplicable
to the world at large—for they describe a cHILD, of whom
the world koows nothing: ye are of God, little children,
{saith John) and the whole world lieth in wickedness—
i. e. dead in sin, vassals of Satan, without hope, and with-
out God in the world : and while in that state, can clains
a0 interest in this subject.  And it is equally as inapplica-
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ble to the vaunting Pharisee, and self-sanctified and pre-
wendedly self-saved professor: for it concerns, distinguish-
mgly and graciously, only a child of God: whose soul,
under spiritual teaching, is become as a weaned child.

A cnip  One of the family of God, loved with cver-
lasting affection—that chosen family predestinated unto
the adoption of children. (Eph. i. 5.) and made, in Christ
Jdesus, Aeirs of grace and glory—nay ; O wonderful to tell!
heirs of God hamself—< If children, thea heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ. (Rom. viit. 17.) Those
whom he thus predestinated shall be called.  (Rom. viii.
30.) notfor their foreseen goodness, but, because they are
sons, God sends forth the Spirit of his Son into their hearts
{Gen. iv. §.) who individually regenerates them ; when
the soul so taught of him, receives power to become by
precious faith, a child of God’s eternally beloved family.
{Johni t2.)and is, v

1. A new born babe. (1 Pet.ii. 2.) Born of a high and
dignified birth; born from abdove; conceived in the womb
of the everlasting covenant and purposes of God, ere time
itself was born: and in the appointed hour, begotten of
God, unto a lively hope through the resurrection of the
dead : and except a man be thus born, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God—his spiriteal kingdom ; be can-
not enter iuto the mysterions love and grace of God in
Christ, as published in the everlasting gospel ; nor into his
cternal kingdom of ineffable glory.

As a babe at its mother’s breast, as a little child, he feels
himself weak, helpless, ignorant—and one who needs the
milk of the word, that he may grow thercby: he that
useth milk, is unskilful in the word of righteousness for
he is a babe. (Heb. v. 13.) He has been at Sinai, and
heard the awful thunders of divine justice, vociferating
wrath almighty against him !|—the law has entered his con-
science with its condemning authority, when sin revived,
(instead of the law killing sin, it caused its revival and he)
died to all hope and expectation of being saved by its
deeds. But the sweet invitations of Christ have given him
some hope of salvation ; and baving thus tasted that he is
graclous, he desires the sincere milk of the word ! He is
now assured, that if saved atall, he must be saved by grace.
Notwithstanding the natural legality of his nature, teaches
him to expect that he must do something to obtain this
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grace; and be works bard now to perform in order to
please Gob, and win his heart, what he denominates gos-
pel duties. He has turned his back on Sinai {or rather the
Lord has turned him) and his face is set Sion ward, with
desires after Christ ! but doubts and fears keep bim back,
under a sense of his sin and vnworthiness : and hence his
soul is in prison: but how accurately and strikingly is his
state and dcliverance described in Zech. ix 1. ¢* s for
Lhee, also (says the Father to his beloved Son, in covenant}
by the blood of thy covenant, I have sent forth thy prisoners
out of the pit, wheremn is no water.” | he d.liverer is the
Lord, and the deliverance is by blood : but il it comes,
heis God’s own prisoner of hope, though in an horrible
pit; which hope shall never be cut off! Blessed be God
for that! He has begun the good work, and will carry it
on to the praise of the glory ot his crace. (Phil 1. 6.) But
he is still in the pit wherein there is no water: and is the
poor and needy sinner ; yet soon Isaiah’s prophecy shall be
accomplished. (chap. xli. 17) ** When the poor and the
needy seek water, and there is none, and their tonguefaileth
for thirst ; 1, the Lord will hear them, I, the God of Israel
will not forsake them ™ Then, ¢ In the wildeiness shall
waters break out and streams in the desert. And the
parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land
springs of water.” (lsaiah xxxv 6, 7.) The poor sin-
ner’s Airst shall be satiated with Christ, who is a ‘¢ foun-
tain of gardens, and a well of living waters;” (Solomon’s
Song iv. 15.) and he shall drink large draughts of the
pure river of water of life, clear as chrystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and the Lamb. (Rev. xxii. 1.) The
river of Jehovah’s pleasure, (Psalm xxxvi 8.} the river,
the streams whereot shall make glad the city of God. (Psal.
xlvi. 4.) The niver of God, which is full of water. | Psal.
Ixv. 9.)

Now, he must have the sincere milk of the word—not the
milk and water of 4Armintanism : no mixture—no patch-
work—¢¢ no putting a new piece into an old garment—nor
old wine into new bottles.” The soul must be nourished,
with the infinitely free and pure invitations and exhorta-
tions of grace, wiinch are entirely confined to the hungry
and thirsty, to the weary and heavy laden ; to the sensibly
stout hearted, and those wretched sinners, who feel that
they are far from righteousness ! Free, sovereign, electing,
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redeeming, and effectually calling grace, experimentally
preached, suits alone, the spiritual desires of this new born
babe !

This is the sucking child in distinction from the weaned
child according to Jsaiah’s description.  (chap. xi. 8.)
““ And the suckmg child shall play on the hole of the asp,
and the weuned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice
den.” The sucking child, just brought forih into gospel
liberty, shall be so delivercd from the Ao’e of that asp,
Armenianism, that he shall play, that s, triumph, and re-
Joice over it, exulting that it has no power to hurt in God’s
holy mountain, to the top of which he is brought, to shout
salvation inthe name of Christ !

And the weaned child, the old established, and tried
Christian, shall put the hand of bis strong and triumphant
faith, on the den of legality, fleshly sanctity, formal worship
and false hopes; as wcll as on that den ol thieves, legal
ministers, who rob Christ of his glory ; for though weaned
from the mi’k, he walks with God, and lives a lite of faith
on his dear Son; blessed with an appetite to feast on the
strong meat of God’s unalterable love, absolute promises,
and those immutable things by which it is impossible that
God should lie! How beautiful is this prophetical dis-
tinction between the sucking and the weaned child! And
how graciously are both verified in the established belie-
ver’s experience !

The sucking child has the covenant of grace, as well as
Sion, for its mother : for Jerusalem which is above, is the
mother of z2ll the free-born children of God ; (Gal iv. 26.)
and on her breasts, even Christ himself hung with a pecu-
liar delight from everlasting. Hence the prayer of his be-
loved bride; orthe cry ofa poor sinner, who seeks him sor-
rowing: O that thou wert as my brother, that sucked the
breasts of mymother! (Sol Song viii. 1.) Theancient Jew-
ish church, is certainly in these words, expressing her ar-
dent longing for his coming in the tlesh ; as a brother, near
a kin, wearing the same nature. Yet we may consider them
as the words of every truly secking soul—the breasts were
the peculiar consolations, joy,and delight, with which Christ
in his eternal love, looked forward to the redemption of his
people, the glorious salvation that he should accomplish,
and the beauty of his blovd-washed bride, glorified with him
to eternity!



3U BIRLICAL CRITICISMS.

He sucked the breasis of the covenant; or to lay aside
the figure for a moment, he, with an exultation of heavenly
love, surveyed the people of his request and chotce, with
all the blessings with which the Father had blessed them,
in him, and the immensely rich gifts which he hiad received
formen, (Eph. i 3. Psalm lxviii. 8 ) with eyes of un-
speakable delight!—The delight of a God! according to
the following scriptures : Prov, viit. 30, 31 —¢¢ rejoicing
always before him : rejoicing in the habitable part of his
earth: and my delights were with the sons of men.” Here
Christ, under the character of wisdom, expresses the joy,
the delights, which he sucked from the breasts of the cove-
nant of redemption, the Jerusalem above, erc the com-
mencement of time—not as a Auman soul set up—no ! the
Eternal Logos; ¢ by whom,” as he says of himself in the
15th verse of the same chapter, < Kingsreign, and princes
decree justice.” And surely kings do not reign, princes
do not decree justice, under the influence of a meyely hu-
man soul!

Another scripture which refers particularly, and evidently
to his sucking the breast of our mother, the glorious cove-
nant of grace, is written in Heb. xii. 2. wko {when he came
from the skies for our redemption) for the Joy that was set
before him, endured the cross, despising the shame” Hisjoy
was, that he should see his seed ; that he should see of the
travail of his soul and be satisfied. (Isaiah lini. t1.}) That
all those given him of the Father, should be with him where
he is now, to behold his glory. (John xvii. 2, 4.)

Of these natricious breast of celestial consolation, the
sucking child more particularly partakes 1n the time of his
‘¢ first love,” the day of his espousals to Christ! The joy
of Christ in a complete salvation, is become the sov of
his soul. Truth is precious, the ways of wisdom, ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths peace. Every ordinance is
enjoyed with delight; the word of the Lord is opened;
and read with increasing knowledge; the preaching of the
gospel is accompanied with a divine unciion, and the soul
can trulysay, ¢“ The lines are fallen on me in pleasant
places»  'T'his is indeed a Bethel—It is no other than
the house of God, and the very gates of heaven: my
sins are gune ; drowned in Immanuel’s blood! My soul 1s
Jor ever justified ; clothed in the very righteousness of my
God! For ever justified, for his is an everlasting righteous-
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ness! I am enabled now to trust my naked and unworthy
soul in the hands of mim—the precious, thrice precious
Cirist '—fora complete and everlasting salvation ; entire-
ly of free grace; to the exclusion of all pretensions to
goodness, holiness, sanctity, and obedience in myself !

Yet under the infiuence of his grace, I ever wish to live
to his glory—to love, worship, serve, obey, with my whole
heart, and adore him who 1As done so much for we! Not
to obey him that he MAY sAvE ME, but because he nas
SAVED ME—loved —me—bled for me —pardoned me—and
now worketh ail my words in me—worketh in me to will
and to do of his good pleasure' 1 know him—Ilove him
—1I adore him—and am constrained to fall low at his feet
with adoration and praise !

Here is the sucking child at the breast of the everlasting
covenant of love and grace in Christ Jesus, deriving all
1ts succour and support, from him, with whom are all the
1ssues of spiritual and eternal life! But this child must be
weaned from the w4k and drawn from the breasts: (Isai.
xxviii. 9.) which leads me to notice the principal part of the
question, the weaned child ; which is crying, ¢ O that 1t
were with me as in months past, when the candle of the Lord
shone about my head, and I walked in the light of his counte-
nance.” The Lord, in infinite wisdom, has been pleased
to withdraw himself; consolations cease, spiritual enjoy-
ments fail, and the child fractiously exclaims, < My Lord
hath forsaken me, my God hath forgotten me.” His dis-
consolations are inexpressible, neither has he much incli-
nation to attempt an explanation of the woes that rend his
soul with the bitterest anguish! Like the daughter of Sion
in her affliction, be sitteth on the ground, or like Israel
in bondage, he hangs his once well.tuned and melodious
harp of praise on the willow of melancholy dismay! Or,
should he tell his tale of distress, his language would be,
““ Even to day is my complaint bitter, and my stroke 1s
heavier than my groaning ! O that I knew where I might
find hin! But alas! my beloved has withdrawn himself,
and is gone! O my God, my soul is cast down within me!”

But this, O poor afliicted soul! is only a wearing time
—as the sucking child loves the breast better than the mo-
ther, so you have lived on your pleasurable sensations, and
spiritual enjoymenis, rather than on Christ, and the bless-
ing of the everlasting covenant!
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Hence your present painful experience isintended of God,
to wean you from all confidence and reliance on any thing
short of his well-ordered covenant and everlasting love,
displayed on Calvary, by a dear bleeding Christ.  Afllic-
tions of every description, are choice biessings to God’s
people. And perhaps our greatest affliction wiil eventually
prove our greatest blessing ! Instauce Paul, after a most
wonderful revelation—after being caught up into Paradise.
*“ There was given unto him a thorn in the flesh, the mes.
senger of Satan to buff thim.” Thatis, sin and the devil
were suffered to make the most awful attacks upon his
faith in Christ, and to inundate bis soul with floods of un-
godliness and temptation, (2 Cor. xii. 7. Psalm xlii. 7.)
For this he besought the Lord thrice, that it might depar¢

Jrom him. He besought the Lord again, and again, before
he reccived any answer. And what was the answer at last,
which the Lord gave? Did he say, It shall depart from
you ! No. Carnal nature will never be made any better ;
and while below, the child of God will be ever exposed
to the buffetings of Satan—but the Lord said unto him,
‘¢ My grace is sufficient for thee.” His soul became as a
weaned child—weaned from all dependance on every thing,
short of Christ, and eternal grace in hm. He found Christ’s
strength made perfect in his weakness, and renouncing
every thing shoit of him, exclaimed, ¢“ Most gladly, there-
fore, will I rather glory in my infirmitics, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me!”

Dear Christian ! you thus are weaned from all fleshly
confidence, from all legal preachers! and from all depen-
dence on Christ’s own ministers! they are only Instruments
in your comfort and instruction,and you esteem them high-
ly in love for their work’s sake ;: but CHRIST is your aLL
IN ALL!

QUESTION
For NExT MONDAY EVENING.

Whether the reign of Christ on the earth for a thousand
years 1s inlended in Daniel xii. 12, 13°¢
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Christ all and in all. Cor. 1x. 11.

QUESTION.

LiMEHOUSE, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1824,

Whether the reign of Christ on the earth for a thousand
years 15 intended in Daniel xii. 12, 13?

SOLUTION.

AS this subject concerns a most glorious prophecy, I enter
upon it with very cautious steps, persuaded, that sacred
prophecies of the nature of this, on which the questionrests
are never to be fully comprehended, much less accuratel
explained, till in divine providence, they have their inten(ﬂ
ed accomplishment.

The question involves in it a period, of at least, more
than 2000 years! a period of events, the most awfully ca-
lamitous, afflictive, and destructive—yet of events, the
most beneficial, and delightful to the church of God ! and
certainly events, admirably calculated to advance the ho-
hor, pewer, praise, and glory of the GREAT IMMANUEL,
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the Saviour of Israel, the ILLustrious Prince oF LiFg,
and the fountain of our everlasting peace!

The prophecies of God are not to be wrified with ; they
are solemn and interesting, in proportion to the tmport-
ance of the events they predict; and the unsearchable
greatness of him, under whose sacred inspiration, ** holy
men of old,” were directed to write unerringly, bis great
purposes concerning the human race! But alas! we have
to lament that the prophecies of our God, especially those
of the revelation of John, have been awfully played with,
much to the discredit of God’s word, and to the great gra-
tification of sceptics, and others, who know not the riches
of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ !

The time of their fulfilment rests with God himself!
yet the nas condescended i this, as in some other parts of
Holy IFrit, to indulge us with some arithmetical numbers,
by which, if we cannot accurately, in some measure, we
may, be able to calculate the times by observations of their
stgns.  Bat for my own part, I would not wish to look
““ with curious eyes,” into the secret things which alone
belong unto the Lord my God !

But solemnly important as this part of prophecy is: and
interesting as is the snbject of the question, I may num-
ber it among the few subjects in divinity, which are by
divines, denominated NON-EssENTIALs. Many truly good
men, subjects of regenerating grace, and great and learn-
ed too, have on this ground, ditfered : and many of Gud’s
children, are now, no doubt, divided respecting the doc-
trine called the MiLLENIUM, or Christ’s reign on theearth,
during the last 1000 years of time.

1 shall freely and canuidly offer you my opinion, and
Isincerely entreat you to forego all prejudices ; and while
indulging me with your attention, to suspend your own
pre.conceived ideas, that you may hear with Chiistian 1m-
partiality, what on this subject is noted in the scriptures of
truth ! { am willing to appeal to the Sacred Volume, and to
abide by its unerring decisions : and hope that you will also
be perfectly satisfied with the verdict of the same Divine
Arbiter, that we u.ay contentedly sit down together, with
heart-fclt submission to ¢ Thus saith the Lord.”

The Question 1s not, whether Christ will or will not
reigh a thousand yeays upon the earth; for he must reign
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till ke has put all enemics under his feet : but whether he
will descend to the earth and personally reign a thousand
years with his saints; or whether he, still posscssing his
eternal throne in the heavens, will, in the latter day, reign
over all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit ? That s,
Will it be a personal or a spiritual veign? Thoscwho con-
tend for the personal reign, by that phrase consider that the
earth will be purified, ail the wicked dead and buried, and
the saints raised by the firs¢ resurrectiin, and that theu
in a new heaven, and a new earth, Christ shall reign for a
thousand years with his people! Till at last they are en-
compasseg about by Gog and Magog. Those on the other
side of the question, who contend for a spiridual reign, be-
lieve, that Antichrist, and all will-worship, shall, in the di-
vinely appointed time, be overthrown, every impediment
to the gospel’s universal spread removed, and that the Lord
Jesus, shaFl by the power of the Haly Spirit, have domini-
on, from sea to sea, and from the rivers to the ends of the
earth ; that the meek shall inherit all nations, and that the
blessed Christ, shall thus by his word and truth, and spi-
ritual worship, reign a thousand years, * before his ancients
gloriously.”

In order, that we may more clearly discern which of
these opinions is stated, in the verses referred to by the
Querist, I shall read the whole of this twelfth chapter of
Daniel, with a few cursory remarks :—

Verse 1.—MicnaeL—the Great Prince, is evidently
Christ Jesus our Lord—the Prince of Life—the Prince of
Peace—the Great Gop; who is exalted above all princi-
pality and power, ““ who standeth for the children” of God,
and stood for them, as their glorious sponsor in the ancient
covenant; engaging to be answerable for all their offences;
to purify, and take care of them, till he could on the com-
pletion of his work say, ¢ Father, here am I, and the chil-
dren thou bast given me.”

““ And there shall be a time of trouble, &c.” Which we
way here consider : 1, The destruction of Jerusalem about
SEVENTY years after Christ, when the slaughter and suf-
ferings of the inhabitants of that populous city were be~
yond parallel. ¢ Such as there never was since, there was
a nation, even fo that fime.” At a view of this approaching
catastrophe Jesus exclaimed: ¢ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
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—how often would I have gathered thy children together,
&c.” The Arminians tell us, he would have saved their
souls. But, no; whata difference between saving their souls,
and gathering the children, the inbabitants of Jerusalem
together ! Not aword about Eternal Salvation, but of their
city and their country, which in consequence of their cry-
ing crimes, are now devoted to utter destruction! ¢“Their
house is left unto them desolate I—not one stone left upon
another,” but under heaven’s just indignation, thrown down
to the ground!

2. The destruction of Antichrist, prior to the universal
spread of the gospel among the Gentiles ; and the re-call-
ing of the Jews, (Rom. xi. 25, 26.) are also strikingly
expressed in this first verse.

Verse 2nd.—*“ And many of them that sleep in the dust,
shail awake, &c. This is not a bodily, but a mystical re-
surrection : for were it to be considered corporeally, it
ought not to be many, but el/l—of such a partial resur-
rection of the body—of some to life, and some to shame,
the scriptures know nothing : but this is a mystical resur-
rection of the Jews out of their graves of captivity and un-
belief, and finally of the church of Christ out of the graves
of Antichrist, where she had been so long buried in slavery,
oppression and priestcraft! (See Ezek. xxxvii, i—12.)
And which is empbhatically pronounced LIFE FROM THE
peAD! (Rom. xi, 15.)

Verses 3, and 4, express the prevalency and triumph of
the glorious gospel, over priestcraft, false worship, forma-
lity, hypocrisy, and popery, of every detestable and diabo-
lical description !

Verse 6.—¢¢ The man clothed in linen, &c¢.,'—is the man
Christ Jesus, in whom dwells all the fulness of the God-
head bodiiy, and of whom we have such a beautiful and
majestic description, in chap. x. 5.

Verse 8.—Daniel, like ourselves, is anxiously desirous
to lookinto God’s secrets! But is divinely told to go on his
way—walking by faith and not by sight—*¢ for the wards
arc closed up and sealed—closed unalterably, determined,
and sealed with the absolute purposes of heaven—and are
with respect to the time and manner of fulfilment, hidden
from mortals !

Whatever other evidences may be advanced in defence
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of the personal reign of Christ on the earth, I am certain it
has not a vestige of proof in this chapter: for the Canaan-
ite will yet be 1n the land—¢ The wicked shall do wick-
edly,” saith the 10th verse ; which proves beyond all dis-
putation, that the earth, during the latter days will not be
purified, and completely emptied of its wicked inhabitants ;
and we cannot be so profane, as to suppose for a moment,
that Christ will descend in all the glory of his majesty, to
dwell among them !

"This chapter evidently speaks of a most triumphant, and
divinely felicitous day, with the church of Jesus Jehovah ;
when he will send forth his light and his truth, through-
out the earth ; still dwelling on bigh, in his own ETER-
Nity; while he holds communion, by the power of the
Houy Comromter, with those on earth, who are of
an humble and contrite heart, and who tremble at his
word. It will be a day of extraordinary light and love;
in which ““ many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
be increased—and many, (not a few) shall be purified, and
made white and tried.—Verse 4—10, They shall be
tried ; which evidently evinces, at least this plain truth,
that they will not then possess perfection in the flesh : —
for if so, they could know no trial whatever: and possess-
ing no fleshly perfection, proves indubitably, that they are
not risen from the dead, with bodies like unto the glorious
body of the Son of God ! Therefore the risen saints in the
Jirst resurrection, cannot be intended here—but saints yet
plagued with a body of aeath, and tried as we are, with in-
dwelling sin, a worldly spirit, and Satanic temptation !

In that day, Sion shall be the glory of the earth ; for the

beauty of the Lord, forms her garments of praise, and she

shall be called the Hol"y City, the Royal Bride of Christ,
the Hephzibah of God !

‘‘ For they that be wise, shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness,
as the stars, for ever and ever.” (ver. 3.)

The wise shall shine in a clear and unconfused know-
ledge of the truth: they shall distinguish between the law
and gospel, flesh and spirit, to the delightful liberation of
their souls from spiritual bondage; they shall know the
joyful sound, and walk in the lig%t of God’s counteuance:
and thosc who turn many to the perfect and glorious righ-
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teousness of Christ; who in their ministry, shall proclaim
him the end of the law for righteousness, the Lord our
righteousness, in whom alone his people have righteous-
ness and strength, shall shine as stars : not as some persons
bave said, when they get to heaven, they shall ous-shine
others, who have been less useful. No; the heaven of the
saints is all of grace—< Whether there be tongues they
shall cease: whether there be knowledge it shall vanish
away”’—no man’s gifts, abilities, learning, or usefulness
in the church militant, will be any recommendation, or
obtain for him a higher seat in glory—Eternal Life is the
gift of Gop! He will not sell for 2 few creature perform-
ances, that inberitance which he prepared for his people,
before the foundation of the world! The whole family of
God, great and small, are bought with the same most pre-
oious blood, loved with the same love, and are called in
one hope of their calling, and shall have one and the same
eternal glory !

But, they shall shine as stars in their ministerial work ;
with truth and a spiritual penetration into the word of the
Lorp: as even John the Baptist was ‘¢ A burning and a
shining light,” so shall the preachers of Christ in the laz-
ter day, burn with love to Christ and precious souls! the
ardor of their affection shall so command their hearts and
tongues, that they shall throw their very souls into their
speech; proclaim the freeness and abundance of divine
grace, the glories of the Lamb slain ; the certain efficacy
of his blood to cleanse from all sin, and the complete jus-
tification of the ungodly in his righteousness ; and so suc-
cessfully that they make this gosps-proclamation of divine
love, that muny shall turn from their own pretended merits
and sanctity, and give their idols free will, and fleshly
sanctification, to the moles and to the bats: and most de-
cidedly and gladly declare for Jesus, the Lord their Righ-
teous : determined Now to know nothing save Jesus Christ
and him crucified !

Having taken aview of the general contents of the chap-
ter, we will now attend more especially to the 2uestion :
and examine first, the principal scriptures adduced by
those as proofs of their hypothesis, who believe in the per-
sonal reign of Christ on the earth.

1. The new heavens and ncw earth are considered by them
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as the new state of this world, when all the wicked arc dead
and buried, the saints risen from the dead, and Christ
personally present with them as their king. Let us very
impartially read and cxamine Isaiah lxv. 17. ana lxvi.
22. and 2 Pet. iii. 13. Let us ask here what the
Lord will create—new heavens is the answer ; mystically
the higher powers ; the kings of the earth shall become new
—the old ones under the PapaL Powkr, were drunk with
the wine of abominations. and burnt and destroyed by every
monstrous invention of diabolical cruelty, the saints of the
Most High !—and a new eurth ! by earth, we understand
the inhabitants ; as saith the prophet, ‘“ O earth, earth,
earth, sear ye the word of the Lord.”  New tnhabetants are
intended ; the greater part of whom shall be made new
creatures in Christ Jesus, and their ¢ kings shall be nurs-
ing fathers, and their queens nursing mothers.” For the
Lord has said, ¢* yet once more [ shake, not the earth only,
but also heaven.” Which is evidently a political and reli-
gous shaking of the nations: to the destruction of Anti-
christ, and the deliverance of the church of Christ from
all popish tyranny, superstition, and cruel persecutions.—
(Heb. xii. 26. Vide an excellent sermon, preached on this
tex?, before the House of Commons, by Dr. John Owen.)

Would it not be absurdity in the extreme to imagine
that Jehovah will literally create new material heavens—
a new sun, and moon, and stars ! a new orb, like this earth,
or according to the idea entertained, this earth rerewed and
beautified ! What good purpose could it answer to the
church of the Lord Jesus Christ ¢

¢¢ I create, saith God, Jerusalem a rejoicing and her peo-
ple a joy,” (ver. 19) which is exegetical of the 17th verse,
plainly and satisfactorily informing us what we are to un-
derstand by the new heavens, and the new earth—new ru-
lers, and a new people, under the government of Christ.
When he shall have the heathen for his inberitance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth, for his possession. For
we are informed in Isaiah lxvi. 23. (after speaking of the
new heavens and new earth, in the 17th verse.) ‘¢ That
from one new moon to another,and frem one sabbath to an-
other shall allflesh come and worship before the Lord. But
not a single word concerning the total annthilation of
the wicked, nor of the resurrection of the bodies of the
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saints, nor yet of the personal appearance of Christon earth
in his heavenly Majesty ! _

Peter evidently refers to those scriptures of Tsaiah, and
therefore he intends the same new heavens, and new earth,
(2 Pet. iii. 13.) wherein dwelleth righteousness. Welook
for them according to his promise—we expect that the
happy time will arrive, when the knowledge of the Lord
shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the seas!

Another portion of the sacred word quoted in defence
of the personal reign of Christ, is Mal. iv. 3. ¢ 4nd ye
shall tread down, &c.” Butthe day here mentioned, is
the coming of Christ in the flesh: as the 2nd verse ex-
plains: ¢ To you that fear my name, shall the sun of Tigh-
teousness arise with healing in his wings.” When the moon-
light night of typical worship should cease, and the brilliant
luminary of the gospel day should illumine his church with
the radiant beams of his bleeding love. Then, such should
be their deliverance from all their enemies, that the wicked
(figuratively) should be ashes under the soles of their feet.—
But as this alludes entirely to the first coming of Christ, it
can have no reference whatever, to anything like a perso-
nal reign of Christ on the earth.

Our Readers are respectfully informed that on account of time, and
in consideration of the importance of the subject, an ADJOURNMENT
of the Question, was proposed, seconded, and carried unanimously. It
was accordingly adjourned to

NExT MonpAY EVENING.

When the Rise, Rewgn, and Fall of Antichrist, will be par-
ticularly taken into consideration, and the Reign of Christ
a Thousand Years on the Earth, with his Church farther
discussed, agreeable to REV. xX. '
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