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QUESTION CONTINUED.

The intention of Christ, in LUKE xvI. Q ?

SOLUTION.

TO beg I am ashamed. A striking metaphor of their
pride and self-righteous haughtiness. They could not
even beg for mercy, nor ask for a continuation of his di-
vine favours, but rather besought him that he would de-
Ear’t out of their coasts! It is the poor sinner. sensible of

is spiritual indigency, and reduced to mental starvation,
who seeks mercy and grace to help him, in time of need.
He begs earnestly, seriously, feelingly, with a determina.
tion not to giveup his suit: for his all is at stake ! He begs
not only for his bread and clothing, but also for his life -
condemnation has entered his conscience; the sentence
of death is passed upon him! Such a poor sinner, the Lord
will pardon for ever, feed with the finest of the wheat,
clothe in royal robes, and take into his own pavilion : pla-
cing him among his courtiers in Sion, that he may sing of
the mercy of the Lord for ever. Agreeable to Hammah's
beautiful account: ¢ The Lord maketh peor and maketh
rich; hebringeth low, and lifteth up.,” He raiseth up the



402 BIBLICAL CRITICISMS,

poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the BEeaAR from the
aunghill; to set them among princes, and to make them
inherit the throne of glory.” ~ (1 Sam. ii. 7.)

But the Jews who were self.righteous, disdained such
b_eggm-g and such beggars. Their language was something
like this; What ! we beg ! *“ We were never in bondage to
any man,” nor under obligation to any man! * We have
Abraham for our father!” We feast ourselves on ouf fa-
mily religion, and wear the garments of our own purity /—
So our modern pharisees ; who, while they profess to know
Christ and follow him, hate his free and sovereign grace ;
all their conversation is about the bread of deceit, and the
linsey woolsey garment of their doings, their virtues, and
their industry ! They ¢¢ eat their own bread, and wear their
own apparel, and are called by the name of Christ, only to
take away their reproach, in a'Christian land :” as Newton
has well expressec{) it:

“ If doings prove rather too light,
(A little they own, they may fail)
They purpose tomake up full weight,
By casting his name in the scale.”

The fact was, that the Jews were metaphorically too lazy
to dig, and too proud to beg. But the sinner graciously
taught, digs deeper every day, and discovers in his depra-
ved nature, greater abominations: at the same time, that
he digs into the mines of scripture, and discovers the riches
and treasures of grace and love in Christ, begging that the
Holy Spirit would make them his own, by a powerful ap-
plication of them to his soul, that he may embrace them by
an appropriating faith !

4. I am resolved what to do, &c. Here the steward
comes to a resolution respecting his_future circumstances,
and devised means for his support. But they were totally
blind to the threatened catastrophe, so soon to take place :
gave no credit to the warning voice of their prophets, which
they pretended to believe and venerate, but with all the
malice and enmity of the human heart, blown up to a tem-
pest, by the powers of hell, they persecuted, rejected, re-
viled the MEss1an HiMSELE, and demanded his blood,
crying ¢‘ Away with him! Crucify him! Crucify him !”

5. That they may receive me into their houses. He was
friendly to his lord’s debtors; and though unjust to him,
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is commended by his lord, for acting so wisely for himself:
The Jews on the contrary, despised and persecuted the
Mammon of unrighteousness, the Gentiles, to whom they
would soon be glad to fly for refuge, as their own house
would be left unto them gesolate ! Make yourselves friends
saith Christ, of the Mammon of unrighteousness;—be
friendly with the Gentiles, for you will need their friend-.
ship—that when ye raIL, they may receive you. When
your city 1s destroyed, which will be a failure indeed !—
I'hey may receive you into everlasting habitations. Ever-
lasting, a figure of durability. That they may receive you
into moredurable habitations, than those you now occupy ;
the destruction of which approaches, and is even at the
door !
5 So far, at least, the parable evidently concerned the
ews,

But I shall now proceed to treat it in a more glorious

sense ; as setting forth most clearly and beautifully, the
Grand Entry of the Gospel of Christ, into the Gentile na-
tions: ‘
1. And letit be particularly noticed that the parable was
more immediately addressed to thedisciples, though in the
hearing of the Jews. ‘¢ And he sard also unto his disciples,
there was a certain rich man,” &c. *¢ And the Pharisees,
also who heard all these things, &c.” (ver. 1and 14.)

2. The certain rich man. Christ Jésus, our Lord, with
all the unsearchable riches of his grace, and love and pre-
cious blood, in our eternal salvation! O the unfathomable
mines, the invaluable treasures of his wisdom, love, and
power!

3. Tt was his prerogative to put out one steward, and to
elect and employ another : and this he has done in casting
off the Jews, and electing the apostles first, and since, as
many spiritual men, as he has seen good to qualify and
send forth to preach the gospel amongthe Gentiles, as stew-
ards of his household. Let a man so account of us, saith
Paul, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mys-
teries of God. Moreover itis required in stewerds, that a
man be found faithful.” (1 Cor: iv. 1, 2.) And let itbe
remembered, that they are Christ’s stewards: no man has
any business to intrude into his household, except he is
employed by our Lord himself. Not all the masters of
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colleges and schools can possibly qualify a man to be Christ’s
steward: * How can they preach, except they be sent:”
Sent, not from a school of human learning merely, but
sent of God : called graciously, and qualified with a know-
ledge of the truth, and courage to defend it, with loveto
Christ, and a warm zeal for his glory : and added to this
a good natural understanding: with a mediocrity of talent,
so as to speak far above contempt ! For every thing low and
vulgar from the pulpit, however applauded by the gaping
crowd, renders the man contemptible in the eyes of per-
sons of sound sense, who cannot but consider him as inju-
ring that cause which he professes to espouse !

Grace will teach a steward of Christ, to watch for souls,
as one who must give an account of his stewardship to his
Lord. And to his own master alone is he accountable.—
¢¢ For what hast thou to do with another man’s servant?”—
isa question which ought to stop the mouth of that vaunt-
ing dictation, which is sometimes exercised, by even belie-
vers in Christ. But a *“ word to the wise is enough.”

In making the above observation on colleges and schools, 1
hope Ishallnot be misunderstood. I donot mean to insinu-
ate that those valuable seminaries of erudition, never produ-
ced eminent ministers of the gospel! No: 1have known to
the contrary : and when grace occupies the heart of a man,
eminent for learning, he will be still more eminent for hu-
mility, while the ignorant and illiterate man, who is notsent
of God, will suppose himself a wiser than seven jmen who
can render a reason,” and defend the truth of God argu-
mentatively. And indeed, we have sometimes to lament,
that this spirit of ignorant pride (alas! proud of their own
ignorance !') will lead even good men, that are stewards of
the mysteries of God to despise human learning ! If this
paper should fall into the hands of such ministers, I hope
they will receive this as a hint of affection ; and I also beg
leave to ask them a plain question : But for men of letters,
raised up of God, purposely to translate, should we now
have the pleasure of reading the word of God in our own
language? Rather than despise learning, bless God for
qualifying such men, for that work which he had ordained
for them, from all eternity, knowing that a good natural
understanding, and an inclination to improve it by diligent
study, are equally as much the gifts of God as the bless.
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ings of his salvation. And O that we may ever be inclined
to bless and praise him, for ¢“ every good gift,and every per-
fect gift.” ¢ Covet earnestly, the best gifts, but yet I show
you a morc excellent way,” saith the greatapostle, to the.
Gentiles. The excellency of the knowledge of Christ, the
way of salvation: an experimental acquaintance with him i
his atoning blood, and justifying righteousness in the heart
and conscience, is the grand, leaging, and indispensably
necessary qualification, for the stewardship of the house of
our Lord ; without which, the most profound learning, pe-
netrating sagacity, powerful eloquence, and fascinating
elegance of diction, unite to form, but ‘‘sounding brass,
and a tinkling cymbal,” which can never profit the people
of God.

¢ Judge by no man’s parts, nor merit,
But behold the gospel plan,
Jesus sends the Holy Spirit,
And the Spirit sends the man.”—HaRrrT.

3. Mammon of unrighteousness. The Gentiles, so call-
ed, for being entirely devoted to this world : for the word
pappari, Mammona, Mammon, signifying riches or money
is expressive of their devotedness to this life ; and that
they were totally ignorant of God: for money implies, every
thing that this world contains, as it commands all things ;
and is justly denominated the ¢ Mammon of unrightcous-
ness ;' as the ‘“love of it is the root of all evil.”” The
Gentiles, to whom the apostles were sent, were unrighte-
ous in a two-fold degree,

First, In that they had no revelation of the true God,
and eternal life ; and,

Secondly, As they were wholly given up to idolatry,
and to the lusts of their own hearts! They were “¢ stout-
hearted and far from righteousness,” but to them, through
the apostolic ministry, God brought near his righteousness :
and published among them his salvation. And O how
beautifully the parable applies to the Glorious Entry of the
gospel among them, and illustrates the abundance of that
grace, which they received, when the Lord in his justice,
cast off the Jewish nation, and in his infinite mercy, grant-
ed unto the Gentiles, repentance unto life.

1. The unjust steward gave them his master’s property,
or prevented them from paying that which was due. 8o
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we proclaim the free gift of our Master’s property;—
*¢ we, saith the apostle, preach not ourselves, but Christ Je-
sus, the Lord. Unto me, who am less than the least, of
all saints, is this grace given, that L should preach among
the Gentiles, the unsearchable ricies of Christ. We, as if
he had said, tell you that there is nothing to pay for our
Lord, graciously and frankly forgives the whole of the
DEBT.

2. He reduced their accounts but in part, the ministers
of grace, proclaim the payment of the whole, most justly,
to the very last mite, by the complete atonement of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

3. ‘The one debtor was to bring oil to his creditor : ty.
pical of tbe holy anointing oil used by the Jews in their sa-
crifices : but the poor Gentiles had no such sacrifices to
make : rivers of oil, and the cattle upon a thousand hills,
are already the Lord’s, and consequently were they offered
in sacrifice, could not atone for one sin. But glory to his
free grace, instead of our carrying oil to him, we iave an
unction from the Holy One: and smell the savor of his

ood ointments; for gis name is as ointment poured forth,

4. The other debtor was to bring wheat : but on the con-
trary, we Eoor Gentiles, receive the finest of the wheat
from our Lord, and live luxuriously on the bread which
came down from heaven * we live on the riches of grace in
a crucified Christ, whose flesh is meat indeed, and whose
blood is drink indeed. 'The gospel sounds with the
sweetly inviting voice of grace unmeritedly glorious and
unspeakably free. ¢ Ho! every one that thirsteth, come
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money, let him come
and buy wine and milk, without money, and without

rice,”
P 5. That when ye fail. First, whenlrejected by the Jews,
like your persecuted and despised Master :——when they
shall ‘put you out of their synagogues ; and say all manner
of evil againsi you, for the name sake of Christ.

Secong , when violent opposition and bloody persecution
shall scatter you among the Gentile nations, in the remotest
regions of the earth, ye may find succour, an affectionate
reception, and all necessary support ; and not only a tem-
poral support,a natural supply of all your indigent circums
stances, may call for, but that ye may be received as the
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ambassadors of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of
God spiritually, into everlasting habitations. Those habi-
tations in the last place, call for our very particular atten-
tion as the most critical part of our subject.

1. Their earthly houses cannot be intended, for

¢ ——_The Great Globe itself,
With all which it inherits shall dissolve,
And like the baseless fabric of a vision,
Leave not a wreck behind.”

2. Nor the mansions of eternal glory: for they were
prepared for the blessed of out Covenant God and Father
before the foundation of the world. And are his free gift,
entirely at his own disposal. ¢ The wages ofsin is death,
but the g1/t of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”

3. But it is evident to me, because truly scriptural,
that in a glorious gospel sense, we are to understand that
affectionate reception, which the apostles met with from
the Gentiles, when they not only received them into
their fouses, but into their Aearts! as their brethren in
Christ, with whom they should dwell for ever! The apos-
tles published and preached everlasting pardon, everlastin
love, everlasting righteousness, and everlasting life; and on
the ground of these everlasting things, they received them
as their dearest relatives, with whom they were in an ever-
lasting union in Christ, their covenant head. And this is de-
monstrably confirmed, by the language of Paul to Phile-
mon, which calls for your particular notice : He says,
concerning Onesimus, *“ For perhaps, he therefore depart-
ed for a season, that thou shouldest RECEIVE HIM FOR EVER.
Not now, as a servant, but above a servant, a brother, dear-
ly beloved.” (Philemon 15.) And Christ himself saith,
¢ The servant-abideth not in the house FOR EVER ; but
the son abideth ror EVER.” They received them into
their hearts, which were made by the Holy Spirit ¢ the
everlasting habitations” of Christ. And thus they sit to-
gether in- heavenly places in Christ Jesus, while here, an-
ticipating with delight, peculiar to spiritual union and
communion, the happy, the unspeakably happy time

when they should For EVER dwell together with the
Lorp!
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Limenovuss, Monpay DEec. 27, 1824,

QUESTION,

‘¢ The tree of life also wn the midst of the garden, and the
tree of knowledge of good and evil>—GeN. 11. 9.

SOLUTION.

THE motive of the querist in proposing the question, or
in selecting this portion of God’s holy word for our medi-
tation this evening, must be known to himself, far beyond
what any other person can possibly devise: but if he is
present, I must honestly inform him, that I entertain a sus-
picion, that bhe has been, at least, partly guided by cur.
sity, which sometimes, too predominantly, governs the
minds, even of the children of God! Notwithstanding, as
he has not expressed any destre to be wise above that which
is written, but rather to be informed in that which is writ-
ten in the scriptures, I shall indulge him with my views
of the subject, with a hope that the Lord will overrule that
curiosity, for his furtherance in a2 knowledge of the glori-
ous gospel, and in the increasing edification of that part of
his blood-bought church, who may now hear with spirit.
ual understanding, and to those, who in the course of Di-
vine Providence, may afterward read, that which I am
now about to advance.

In the Barashith of Moses, or book of Genesis, we are
indulged with the most succinct, yet amazingly compre-
hensive, pleasing, and convincing History of the Creation :
An history so replete with numerous and wonderful facts,
all confirmed by objects visible to mankind, and so cir.
cumstantially and minutely delineated, that if the Deist
would give himself time; impartially to read it, and se-
riously reflect on what he reads, surely, he must blush at
his own infidelity, and acknowledge his ignorance of, and
attentinion, hitherto, to the Sacred Volume of Ged! Itis
the province of the Bible alone, to state this admirable his.
tory. God would not suffer profane historians to interfere
with a subject so sublimely glorious. Besides, who se
preper to descant upon his own works, and inform wus of
their origin and formation as the GREAT WoRKMAN him-
sclf? hence Jehovah employed a penman, who wrote un-
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der his sacred dictation, to detail circumstances which havea
confirmation by the most occular demonstration—by things
daily.visible to us; which we can no more rat ionally deny,
than we could our own existence! And such a confirma-
tion of the authenticity of the book of Genesis, is by an ad -
mirable analogy with the other sacred Books, an undeniable
establishment of the Bible’s Sacred Authorny: _ .

In the passage before us, we have a description of the
beautiful varden, planted for our first parents, as their fe-
licitous residence, during their natural and spotiess punty.
But this garden was emblematical of the garden of grace,
the cburch of the living God, planted with trees of his own
spiritual creation and cultivation, and among which, he
should walk on the earth, with a pleasure peculiar to the
Eternal God himself! As he has declared to his church, I
will dwell among you and walk among you: And, O how
delightful is it, when we hear the voice of our Beloved,
saying, ““ [ am come into my garden, my sister, my
spouse.” )

1. Eden was a garden of the Lord’s own planting : “‘ And
God said, let the earth bring forth grass, the herbs yielding
seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose
seed is in itself, and it was so.” (chap. i. 11.}) Grass, herbs,
and trees, ornamenting so elegantly the face of nature, and
contributing so bountifully to the suppoit of his creatures,
form a most noble part of the beautiful whole of ¢¢ Thesc
his lowest works,” and not only demonstrate his wisdom,
and power, but also show the beneficence and goodness
of our wonderfu] Creator while the heavens above, de.
clare his glory, and the firmament sheweth his handy
works! Buthe planted a garden transcendently beautiful
for his creature, man. ¢ And the Lord God planted a gar-
den, eastward in Eden, and there he putthe man whom he
had formed.” (chap. ii. 8.) Thus, n a super.eminent
sense, he has planted his church in the earth ; blessed it
with superior fruits, and clothed it in distinguishing beaus
ties : that while the world at large, partake of his provi-
dential favours, the spiritual people of God, who are a gar-
den enclosed, feast on the fruits of bis bleeding love.

2. It 1s emblematical in its very name, of the Church of
God ; Lden,which signifies pleasure. 1Inthe natural Eden

God had a pleasure in his naturally pure and perfect crea-
No. LL |
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ture man; and Adam enjoyed, not only the pleasure of
walking in the most beautiful spot, that ever the earth
knew, but the immcasurably greater pleasure of holding
communion with his Creator: for he had no sin to prevent it.
He needed no Mediator between God and his soul, for no re-
demption was neccessary for him, who was not in bondage ;
no pardon was necessary for him, who had not transgressed.

His state was indeed glorious, but how much more so,
the state and situation of those, who dwell in the church
of God’s pleasure, where Christ the tree of life is planted,

“whose fruit of bleeding love is so swect to their taste, and
from whose right hand, pleasure flows for evermore !

I'shall now proceed, to give a short description of the
TREE OF LIFE, and survey 1t in all its component parts :—
the roct, the trunk or stem, the branches, the leaves, the
fruit, and th-ir properties, and virtues, all demand our at-
tention, and are particularly worthy of our examination.

1. That the tree is a striking emblem of Cbrist, we need
not doubt for a moment, being told so by the Holy Spi-
rit,in Rev. ii. 7. ““ To him that overcometh, will I g1ve
to eat of the tree of life, which is inthe midst of the Para-
dise of God.” We overcome all our enemies, entirely
through the blood of the Lamb, whose flesh is meatindeed,
and whose blood is drink indeed : the only life-giving food
is Christ Jesus our Lord, who is the resurrection and the
life, and in whom whosoever liveth and believeth, shall ne-
ver die. _

That the natural tree of life bore fruit, which possessed
very animating and invigorating qualities, we wili not dis-
pute ; and on account of which, no doubt, it was denomi-
nated thetree of life, as our commentators have informed
us: butthat it has a direct reference to Christ, and in that
case was 1ntended of the Lord, as a sweet and delightful
emblem of the life-giving Savior, is so evident by corres-
ponding passages of God’s word, as to become unquestion-
able. Hesays, concerning himself, * I am as a green fir
tree, {rom we is your fruit found.” And by tie mouth of
David, ‘¢ I am like a green olive-tree, in the house of God.”
(Psalm lii. 8.) and here, the trec of {ife. For there is
neither spiritual nor eternal life, but that which is found in
him, and flows from him : the book in which the names of
God’s elect are written, is ¢ The Lamb’s book of /ife;” the
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pure river of water of life, proceeds out of the throne of
God and the Lamb, and Paul says, positively, that our life
is hidden with Christ in God : ‘that when he, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall we also, appear with him in
glory. For, saith the blessed Redeermier, in one of the most
charming promises, that ever proceeded from his gracious
lips, ‘¢ Because I live, ye shall live alse.” Rejoice then,
O ye belicvers in Jesus, that your living depends, entirely
on Christ’s living. If our cnemies can destroy Christ,
then indeed, they must destroy us! But that is an absolute
impossibility! Then onr salvation is as certain and secure,
as his throne, and our life asinfallible as the life of Christ.

2. Thetree of life stood in the mipsT of the garden. So
Christ is the Lamb, amidst the throne above: ¢ amidst
the golden candlesticks” below ; (his redeemed churches)
in the midst «f his people, to protect, defend, and deliver
them: according to Zephaniah: the Lord thy God, in the
midst of thee is mighty,” &c. (Zeph. iii. 17.) and however
small the number who assemble to worship him, in spirit
and in truth, he has said, ¢ There am I in the midst of
them.”” Who then would forsake the assembling of them-
selves together, to enjoy such company® To enjoy the
presence, and whatis more, the very affectionate and soul-
ravishing smiles of the friend of sinners, who laid down his
life, and shed his blood for our salvation ? Christ is in the
midst, in the centre of his church, as the sun in the solar
system, shedding all around, the bright beams of his love
on us, who are opague, not in bedy only, but much more in
our immortal souls, and to him "the sun of righteousness,
who has arisen upon us, with healing in his beams, we are
indebted for every particle of spiritual light, and every
spark of spiritual life, with which our immortal spirits are
illumined and animated! He is amadst his church, as a fa-
ther amidst his children, to feed and protect them; to
teach and smile upon them, as the children that bear his
own gracious image.

But here, they are, a garden enclosed, and he amidst
them, the tree of life:  We must now become spiritual bo-
tapusts, and having surveyed with pleasure, the heauties,
and smelt the sweet odors of a variety- of plants, iv our
walks through Eden, the spot of pleasure, the garden of
the Lord, we now come to the plant of renown , the tree we
prefer to all others : and shall examine,
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1. The root, whichis the reservoir of 211 vegetative life:
as this season of our year, (wiater) though all foliawve disap-
pears, and trezs, plants, shrubs, and flowors, (excepting
evergreens) wear the appearance of everlasting déath, those
vernal beauties, which we expect in a few months to de-
corate thein <o beautifuily—to ornament them in an almost
endless varicty ol green and gay, are now all in the roow,
conceitled from human view: not a leaf will appear then,
that does not now radically exist  The root contains the
whole, in all their peculiar formations ; which «viil then
by the force of solar atiraction and intluence, ascend
through the stem in all their intended ramitications to the
extremitics of the numerous branches.  So Christ, the free
of U’fe : who is the root as well as the oifspring of Da-
vid, contains all the sep, the fuln. ss of divine blessings,
and all the falness of God The wisdom,love, power, and
boundless crace, which were concealed from men and
angels; laid in the root of his Divinity from all eternity.
He calleth things, that are not, as though they were. He
seeth the end trom he beginning.  With him, the Eter-
nal God, there is ncither past, nor future; his tense,is
always the prosent, and as WarTs has well expressed it

“Ilis ageis one Lrervar now ”

The salvation, and all the admirable decorations of his
church in the robes of salvation put upon her in a time-
state, and in which she shall shine brighter than the sun,
for cver. all existed trom cverlasting 1o the Eternal mind,
The atonement of Christ, an:d all the graces of the Blessed
Spirit, were prepared for the clect of God, and shall be in
the exactly appointed time. conferred upon every indivi-
dual, - whom they were prepared. There can be nochance
wort. with cur God.  Fuith and repentince, w:re prepared
for his elect, before the foundation of the world; and they
shall obtain them, while the rest are blinded : Mot because,
one party 1s better than the other, by nature; for the elect
shall sing to ail eternity 5 ¢ Even so Father, for so it scemed
good in thy sight.”

2. "t he stem, or the trunk of the tree, is that stout and
substantial part, through which, all the sap ascends, to en-
liven, clothe, and fructify tire branches.

In the stem of the free of life, we have a sweet view of
the human nature of our adorable Immanuel, God with us !
God in human flesh! That wonder of angels! and the
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Hope of Isracl ! Tt pleased the Father, that in bim should
all fulness dwell; who was anointed with the oil of glad-
ness above his fellows 5 and th > Spirit was without measure
poured ont upon him. Al the innumerable, extensive,
and everlasting blessings or the covenant, How through
< the man, God’s fellow.” Hec hath blessed us with all
spiritual blossings in heavenly places! To know him,
therefore, is eternul {ife, which is indeed the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord !

3. The branches.  In the first place, we must consider

the children of God, th- branches of the free of life : agree-
able to Christ’s own assertion ; ¢ J am thewvine; and ye are
the branches”’ In him, by an everlasting love-union. One
with him, even in the winter of our unregencracy, but deriv-
ing the sap of life, grace, and vigorous fuith, from him, in
tne spring of our regeneration. in the second place. The
Jruitsof his love. The redemption of our persons, and the
atonement of our sins, by his most precious blood  And all
the innumerable blessings of the Holy Spirit in his gracious
work in oursouls : all which flow freely from the reot of his
Divinity, through the stem of his humanity, to the children
of God in all ages. ~

4. The leaves. The beautiful and virtuous leaves are
for the healing of the nations. (Rev. xxii 2.) And this
healing is effected in a most peculiar way : only by lvoking
stedfastly upon them ; for our Immanuel says, ¢ Look unto
me and be yc saved.” i'heserpent-bitten raelites were so
healed : they looked at the brazen serpent, and lived, And
as Moses lifted up the serpentin the wilderness,even soshall
the Son of man be lifted uy, that whosozver looketh unto
him, shall not perish, but have cternal life. Thus the ver-
nal foliage dehghts our eyes, after howling storms and win-
try snows. Spring’s more gentle atmosphere, produces a
vegetativeresurrection ; so Christ,with the evergreen smiles
of his love, effectsa spiritual resurrection in the sou!.

5. The fruits. This tree of life is said in the passage above
quoted to bear (Rev. xxii. 2.) Twelve manner of fruits,
Or xapmsc dwdexaw, (welve fruits: for, manner of, are words
supplicd by our translators. And by thesc fwelve, we might
understand the apostles, as the fruits of Christ, the tree of
life, deriving life from him, and sent forth by him with his
everlasting gospel, for the healing of the nations: but I
would rather understand them as the twelve eminent and
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glorious acts of the Eternal Trinity in our salvation : the
Father in his four_fold work: loving, electing, adopting, and
blessing his people, with all spiritual blessings in Christ Je-
sus. The Eternal Word, in his four-fold work of taking
their nature, redeeming their persons, atoning for their
sins, and justifying them in his own spotless righteousress.
And the four-fold work of the Holy Spirit, in their regene-
ration, sanctification, consolation, and perseverance. For all
the twelve, grow on Christ the tree of life, inasmuch as
the blessings of the Father are all in him, and whatever the
Holy Spirit performs, is done in the name, and for the sake
of Christ.

The Christian varies in his feelings and enjoyments, like
the annual seasons: but blessed be the Lord, he has al-
ways fruit from the glorious tree of life. There is not a
month throughout the. year, however sultry in heat, or
severe in cold, but he is supplied with fruit according to
his pressing necessities! For my God, szith the apostle,
shall supply all your needs, according to his riches in glo-
ry, through the Lord Jesus Christ. We will now just take
a glance at the mutable seasons of the spiritual year.

1. The Spring. In that trying winter of darkness and
condemnation, when the storm of hail swept away the re-
fuge of lies, that he had no covering, no shelter, no hiding
place, he expected he should perish. But the atmosphere
became more temperate, by tender mercy,and the sun or
righteousness arose with healing in his beams : the winter
was passed, the rain was over and gone: and all the varied
charms of the spring of divine forgiveness, enlivened and
filled his soul with unspeakable joy. 'The tree of life in
the midst of the garden : the prccious Christ in the midst
of his people, invited him to draw near his bleeding cross,
and he derived life from his death and sufferings. 1In his
pardon and justification, he had life and peace. Andin
prayer, praise, worship, and adoration, enjoyed communi-
on with God! O what vivacity, what life, what pleasure,
he experienced! The love of Christ was all his song. It
was a time of love, and it was his first love: No season,
is so sweet, so delightful. as spring: nor is there any sea-
son so pleasurable to the regenerated soul, as the first
love.

2, Summer., When he bas more mature fruit, but he has
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also sultry days.  The sun of persecution, temptation and
trial with vertical rays shines npon him: and he is black
as the tents of Kedar with indwelling sin, and blackened in
his character by vile and religious calumniators. Still
from Christ his fruit is found. He sits down under his sha-
dow with great delight, and his fruit is sweet to his taste.—
Christ proves to him a shadow from the heat,

3. Autwnn. Days are shorter ; he has less enjoyment of
the light of God’s countenince: but autumnal fruits are
excecdingly sweet. He lives now on election, adoption,
and the everlasting love of God in Christ.

4. Winter. Short and dark days. The light of the gos-
pel shines, but he enjoys little of the sweet savor of it: he
has lost, according to his feelings, that unction from the
Holy One that once attended the word of God to his soul ;
and O what dismal, stormy, cold nights ! Nights lengthen-
ed out with darkness of mind, hardness of heart; and trials
and temptations of every kind: but the tree of life yields
him fruit for his support; he lives upon the everlasting co-
venant, the promises and the two immutable things by which
it isimpossible that God should lie.

We will now just notice, the flaming sword, and the che-
rubim which were placed to guard the tree of life: ¢ So
he drove out the man: and he placed at the east of the
garden of Eden, a cherubim and a flaming sword. which
turned every way to keep the way of the tree of life.” {Gen.
i 24 )

1. The flaming sword is divine justice, burning with
wrath against sinners; who cannot approacti that TREE,
nor possess life, till justice is satisfied by the aronement
of Christ. It turned all ways. East, west, north, and
south, to shew that wrath is gone out into every quarter
of the globe, against sin and sinners. And that till there
3s a display of this flaming sword, made in the conscience
of a sinner, he cannot come to Christ] the tree of life.

2. The cherubim, like those on each side the mercy-
seat, looking to the same object, were typical of the two
Testaments, both pointing 1o the same object, Christ—
The one looked forward to his coming, and the other
looks back to him, who came and died for us. Or as the
word cherubim, means angels, and the angcls of the
churches are messengers of grace, they gloriously typified
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those who should preach deliverance from the flaming
sword of justice, and salvation by Christ the tree of ever-
lasting lite.

We-will now conclude, with a few remarks on the tree
of knowledge of good and evil. This tree certainly
might l‘](ﬂl]l'd"y produce fruit, that would have such an
effect, as to communicate knowledwe, but we are to con-
sidei.

That it was a yielding to the tempter, in violation
of 1he divine command, that put shem in possesion of
knowledge, to discern between good and evil.

2. It was their ambition, to be as gods, as the Alehim,
which was the first temptation and the first sin, and

¢ Pride still is aiming at the bless’d abodes,
Men would be angels—angels would be gods,”

The fact was, the serpent preached to them the Essence

scheme. Said he, «“ Fe shall b2 as Gods ; Ye shall possess

the Divine Essence. Pride entered their hearts, and
down they fell, from the top of carthly bliss, dead in
respasses and sin !

QUESTION FOR NEXT MoNDAY EVENING.

To theAuthor of Biblical Criticisms.
RevVD. SIR,

Havive read with some degree of satisfaction your wvery
able remarks on various di ﬁicult portions of the word of God,
and derived much spiritual consolation therefrom, I shall e
very much obliged by your attention io the fr‘llowmg ‘ For
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has made me free
from the law of sin and death.”—Rom. viii. 2.

Clapham, Dec. 14, 1824. R. W.
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