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QUESTION.
Dear Sir,

I wish to acknowledge, with thankfulness to the Lord, that
J have dertved much instruction and consolation from your
elucidations of critical portions of scripture, bus as I am yet
the subject of many doubts and fears, I most seriously
propose the following question : Does that scripture ezclude
me from the family of God, written in Rom. xiv. 23. *““ He
that DOUBTETH, ts DAMNED if he eat : because he eateth not
of faith, for whatsoever s not of faith is sin 2"
J. E.

e e ——e————

SOLUTION.

1 HAVE never answered a question with more pleasure,
than I now feel in attempting to answer this: genuine plea-
sure of soul emanating froman hope and confidence in the
HoLy CoMFORTER, that he will direct me to speak a word
in season, to those who are weary ; to point out to the way-
bound traveller, the road to eternal happiness; to remove
the stumbling blocks out of the way of God’s people, and
by rightly dividing the word of truth, detect, refute, and
expose error, formality, and hypocrisy, on the one hand,
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and on the other, not onlyfeed the sheep, but the tender
LAmEs of Christ’s fold, with the sincere milk of the word,
that they may grow thereby, and become experimentally
established in the faith of God’s elect. The Lord has giv-
en a particular charge to his ministers, to feed the lambs,
the little ones, the babes in Christ.

And I assure you, that I never feel more at home, than
when I am sent to feed them ; nor never more delighted
with my work, than when influenced by grace, to point to
him, who gathereth the lambs with bis arm, who nourish-
eth them in his bosom, and GERTLY leads those that
are with young.”—When led to set forth his beauties
and abiiities, his death and his triumphs overall the church’s
enemies, his amazing love, tenderness, pity, compassion,
and willingness to save ; my soul is overcome with delight
and ‘¢ makes me like the chariots of Amminadib,” (Sol. S.
vi. 12.)with what swiftness she takes her flight on the stron
pinions of faith up to her God, for wisdom and strengt
to advance in her blessed employ, and for tidings of great
joy to the weak and timid, that they may bekold and em-
brice the Lamb of God, in order to unite in the glorious
song of stedfast assurance, ¢ Unfo him that hath loved vus;
and indiv:idually sing, I know that My Redemer liveth—1I
know whom I have believed—this is mY beloved, and this
is my friend, O daughters-of Jerusalem !”

That the real children of God are perplexed with fears
and doubts, is well known to us, being confirmed by the
scripture and experience: on which aceount, I am the
more happy to embrace this opportunity of speaking a word
of encouragement to those who are at an uncertainty con-
cerning their interest in Christ, having been myself, former-
ly, in the same state of bouBT and painful perplexity. 1
shall

First, Take a scriptural view of their circumstances,
amidst their pOUBTS and FEARS,

SEcoND, Argue, that those doubts and fears are so many
evidences of a good work begun in them. And then,

Tuirp, Explain the scripture, which seems much to
concern my enquiring friend,

I. Their circumstances of soul, which give rise to
doubts.

1. Under the first work of the HoLy SpiriT, in convine-
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ing them of sin. The commandment comes with sits con
Jemning power—sin revives, and becomes in the sinner’-
view, and in his wretched feelings, ‘¢ exceeding sinful;”
that which he thought to be unto life, he finds to be unto
death, and is in him, a ministration of death and condem-
nation. He is ready to conclude that there is no salvation
for him—for the hai?’has swept away his refuge of lies, and
he has no hiding-place !

_He has now such views of God’s holiness and his own
vileness, as never can be expressed. Storms of wrath
seem to wet him to the skin, and his cry is,

¢ What shall I do, er whither flee,
T’escape the vengeance due to me,’’

This man pouBTs of his salvation, and well he may, he
has not merely a temporary flash of conviction, that takes
a cogni-zance of outward transgression, but such a view of
the desperate wickedness of his heart, that he would sink
in the kecnest despair, but for a persuasion that there is
mercy with the Lord, that he may be sought after—Alas !
he has sensations, such as the proud self-justiciary, never
felt, nor the high doctrinal pretender to the Essence of Gedl
never groaned under. Yetlet me assure you from the
scriptures, that this man possesses alrcady the faith of God’s
elect! For his convictions are from the Holy Spirit, who
reproves for sin; and his belief is singular to his distress-
ing case. he believes, and is assured that if he should die
in the state, which he feels himself to be in—under the law
—he must inevitably perish—for ¢ as many asare of the
works of the law, are under the curse’”-—He also believes
that he must be saved, if there is any salvation for him, by
the swect mercy of God in Jesus Christ! He has no doubt
of these two important matters: neither can he get from a2
belief in them, his own feelings forbid it; they confirm
the truth of them to an unquestionable certainty But he
most miserably pouBTs of his interest in Christ, nor could
all the ministers upon the earth, nor all the children of
God persuade him out of his doubts, till God’s time arrives
for his liberation. He is God’s prisoner, and when he
shutteth up, there is no opening till the Holy Spirit brings
the glad tidings into the soul, and applies the Redeemer’s
blood to the conscience!
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While I am thus speaking, some timid saint, perhaps, may
be ready to say, ¢ My doubts are but increased by your
description of a law work upon the conscience : for I very
much fear, I never had such convictions : and as the Ho-
ly Spirit certainly convincesof sin, 1 am not under his sa-
cred tuition.” To whom I wish tenderly and affectionate-
ly to reply, That we arc not to prescribe limits tor the Ho-
ly One of Isracl: He isa sovereign, and performs his all-
wise pleasure ; within those who are taught of God as well
as in the sovereign dispensations of his wonderful provi-
dence : Some of the people of God have providential
trials in painful succession, through the whole course of
their earthly pilgrimage, while others are attended with
one perpetual series of success and prosperity : yet they
are equally loved, equally safe, and shall be equally crown-
ed with eternal life.” Some have greater gifts, and others,
greater enjoyments of the divine presence, than the celes-
tial family in general, here they d ifler one from another, but
it is written in the prophets, and repeated by Christ him-
self: ¢ They shallbe alltaught of God.” Their experience
and faith are the same, but in depths of woe and sorrow,
and in heights of joy and peace they widely differ. Thus
regarding a law work; all are taught the holiness of God,
and the exceeding sinfulness of sin; but not to the same
degree of condemnation and slavish dread. And I cannot
avoid taking this opportunity to correct a misconception of
some of the weaklings of Christ on this subject.

When we speak of a law work on the conscience they sup-

ose the very words of the law, some particular sentence,
of the TEX COMMANDMENTS, is applied with power, and not
having ever experienced such application of a LEGAL sen-
tence, they cenclude assurcdly, that they never knew a
law-work, prior to their believing in Jesus. My dear and
precious friends, your erroneous conclusion,and consequent
timidity constrain me to explain farther this great work of
God, in making his people sensible of the condemning pow-
er of hislaw, sincerely hoping that the explanation will be
blessed to the removing of your doubts and fears, respect-
ing your effectual calling: and let it be particularly re-
marked, that it is not the very letter, but tEe spirit of the
Jaw, that arrests the censcience, and convinces the sinner
of indwelling sin. For the law is not merely MORAL, as our
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legalists call it, but spiritual, and takes cognizance of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. And let me ask you,
amidst all your timidity: have you not, on the ground of
your vile, abominable, and frightful thoughts and iniqui-
tous purposes, cried guilty before God ? Aud with shame,
and confusion of face, implored the divine mercy and par-
don of God, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ? And
what was that but a thorough conviction of your sinful and
polluted state, through a knowledge of the spirituality of
the law, and the unsearchable holiness of God? Have you
not been truly convinced, that by the deeds of the law, no
flesh living can be justified, for by the law is only the
knowledge of sin? And with the degree to which these con-
victions have been carried, you have notbing to do. Suffice
it, that your legal and vamn hopes are cut off, you know
yourself a vile sinner, and that you must be saved from
first to last, without an atom of your own performance, en-
tirely by the complete atonement and spotless righteous-
ness of the Son of Ged, in whom we are everlastingly com-
plete. Fear not, but rest assured, that a truly humble
and ruined sinner in himself, looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith, with penitence and love is a sin=
ner born again. -

2. The doubling soulis a new-born babe, that desires the
sincere milk of the word, that he may grow thereby, and
bring forth fruit unto God. A new born babe can neither
walk, nor speak, but it can struggle and cry, it has life to
feel pain, and a voice by screams to express it. The babe
in Christ, is pained to the beart with sin and anguish on
account of it, struggles against it, and cries vehemently
to God for deliverance from it, but is unskilful in the word
of righteousness, for he is a babe. Hence his doubts and
fears. ¢¢ If it be so, why am I thus ?” is his exclamation, O
that 1 knew where I might find him ! If you find my belov-
ed, tell him that I am sick of love : yet T doubswhether Ilove
him ! Should I feel such a heart of stone and of steel, if I
had real love to Christ. Bat hope revives again, and he
sings with the excellent Newton,

““Yet I mourh, my stubborn will,
Find my sin a grief and thrall,

Should I grieve for what I feel,
If I did not love at all?”



382 BIBLICAL CRITIGINMS.

No poor sinner, you would not, neither does the apostle
intend you, when he saith, ¢ He that doubteth is damned,”
but a widely different character as, I shall soon prove from
the word of God! Let not therefore, the proud and impe-
rious professor, soaring on the wings of presumption, tell
such a poor sinner, that his doubts will pamM~ him, but let
him rather honestly confess, that he never was in such a poor
wretched sinner's case himself—that he never knew the
plague of his own heart. ,

3. They are the lambs of Christ’s fold, that are weak, ten-
der, and exposed to cold and imminent dangers. The care
of a pastor over these, should be constant and tender, for
the discharge of his important post, in this case, perhaps,
is above all others of his ministerial function, the most ar-
duous and respousible. ‘We watch for souls, as those who
must give an account.” Quer the tender lambs, he must
watch with unceasing attention, and feed and nourish them
with the sweet and encouraging exhortations of God’s word,
in order, under the divine blessing, to removetheir distress-
ing scruples of conscience, andin God's good time, to lead
them into the green pastures of gospel hterty.

4. Those weaklings, who feel the weight and burden of
doubts and fears, are most beautifully and accurately re-
presented, by the striking figures of the bruised reed and
the smoking flax. 'The one ready to break with weakness,
and the other ready to be extinguished, or to go out like
the wick of a candle, when tbe blaze is departed. Bruised
—broken in heart, and beaten about with temptation, sin,
and unbelief. Smoking—the flame of false hope, Arminian
zeal, and universal charity, is extinguished ; but there is a
smoke which ascends upward to the beavens, procecding
from a spark diametrically opposite in its kind, the little
internal and invisible spark of the love of God shed abroad
in the heart! And the bruised reed, he (who hath begun
the good work) will not break,—the smoking flax, he
will not quench! It is his own begun work and he will main-
tain it to a miracle, till the soul is brought into the liberty
of God's adopted sons.

5. They are prisoners shut up, in “ a pit, in which there
is no water ;’’ but they are prisoners of hope: an hope of
deliverance bears up their dejected spirits, and they some-
times are very cheerful, and feel and express a confidence
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that they shall be delivered. At other times, in the dark-
ness of their minds, and through the hardness of their hearts
they are ready to conclude they shall never be delivered,
and that the Lord will not be gracious unto them : but they
cry unto him! ““Let the sighing of the prisoner come be.
fore thee, deliver those who are appointed (or in their own
estimation, given over) to death.” The Lord hears graciously
and in his own appointed time, delivers them. Then they
sing the song of David, ‘ HE—not myself, nor an an gel, nor
a minister, nor any other creature—HE alone of his own so-
vereign will, omnipotence, and wonderxful grace brought ke
up out of the horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, and
set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings, and
pt:)td a new song into my mouth, even of praise unto our
God.’

6. Thev are seeking souls: weary and heavy laden they
seek rest ; thirsty they seek for water, but can find none—
and their tongues fail for thirst—hence fearsand doubts
arise ; and now some pompous priest may insult their feelings,
and discourage them in their pursuits, by saying, « O, you
must 1ot douht, or grouwill be damned.” 'This is indeed, to
add afBiction to their bonds, and it also tells us plainly,
that such a priest knows nothing of the pangs of a spiritual
birth, nor that there is ‘“a set time to favour Sion,” in the
deliverance and relief of their souls. But amidst all their
distressing doubts, the Lord encourages them, ¢ Seek, and
yeshall find.” ¢ Come unto me, all ye that are weary and
heavy laden, and I will give you rest!” ¢ When the poor
and the needy seek water, and there is none, and their
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I, the
God of Israel will not forsake them.”

1. They are enquiring souls. They ask the way to Zi-
on with their faces thitherward. They are travelling from
Sinai to Sion: which was geographically some distance.
But our men-made ministers, 1f they mention Sion at all,
take them from Sinai, and put them, in their idea, into
Sion at once, Without any journey between the two. But
the fact is, they are spiritually strangers to both mountains,
never having been at either ; and arc totally inexperienced
in the journey, taken only by those who are called of God,
according to his purpose. "Who are sometimes lost, and
know not what turn to take, and blind guides will cry lo!
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here, aud lo! there, is the road ; to the great discourage-
ment of pilgrims : but they ¢ go not after them.” The
sheep dia.r not follow them,” saith the Blessed Jesus: no,
they are better taught, they enquire the way, and meet
sometimes with some old traveller, who can describe to them
the shining way, the high road 1o eternal life ; and while
he is describing it, they hear a voice behind them, say-
ing this is the way, walk ye in it.” They take encou-
ragement, and go on ascending the beautiful eminence of
cheerful hope, and sec the city at a distance, and the land
thatis afar off. 'They shout for joy, yea, *‘ they sing in the
ways of the Lord, for great is d!je glory of the Lord.” But
anon, they descend into the valley of darkness and hardness
of heart: and having lost sight of the city of Sion, pousTS
arise, whether they shall ever arrive there : But some cheer-
ful word of promise, comforts them ; and they find that
even ‘‘ the valley of Achor is given as a door of hope and
they sing there,” the harmonious anthem of the prophet,
‘“ Rejoice not against me, O my enemy, when I fall, I shal
arise, when Isit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto
me.” (Micah vii. 8.)

8. A person laden with doubts and fears, answering to
the description already given, is stiled by Paul 4 weak bro-
ther. Saith the apostle, through thy knowledge, shall th
weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? (1 Cor. viij,
11.) Not perish, in an Arminian sense. Thank God, we
know better, for Ae hath said, ‘“and they shall never perish,”
Besides it is impossible for the knowledge of one believin
brother to send another to eternal destraction! That would
be a hard case indeed, but through thy knowledge, he is
distressed, doubts and fears arise, and "he perishes in his
comforts and enjoyments, he stumbles at your liberties,
a?d C(:includes, through his weakness, that he is not a child
of God. ,

‘< Yet glory to Jesus! our Shepherd and friend,
The sheep of his pasture, his arm shall defend,
Their comforts hay waver, their faith become dim,
Yet hell shall ne’er sever his people from him.”

S1on’s Harmony, Hymy 46.

THE QUESTION
being of such vital importance, was adjourned to
Next Monday Evening,
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QUESTION.

Does that scripture exclude me from the family of God,
written tn Rom. xiv. 23, *“ He that DOUBTETH, s DAMNED
if heeat : because he eateth mot of faith, for whatsoever s
not of faith is sin 2"

SOLUTION.

IN resuming this interesting and momentuous subject,
my heart is up to my God, with warm desires and sincere
prayer, that I may be instrumental in relievin§ the con-
sciences of the weak and trembling, in the family of God,
while I proceed to argue, That the doubts and fears (alrea-
dy described )are evidences of a real work of grace in the soul.
I am aware that the very proposition will procure me op-
ponents among those who can belicve when they please,and
are always happy ; abounding in all the comforts of divine
love ; if we may credit their account ; by such I shall be
pronounced but ¢ a teacher of babes.” Well, be itso, L
-am contented, if the babes are but nourished with the pure
milk of the word, and grow up into Christ in all things.—
Indeed, I had rather be the babe myself,with all his doubts,
than the high-flying professor, who with all his doctrinal
acquirements, is a stranger to the daily plague of his own
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heart, and remains dead, in trespasses and sin. Yet, Tam
not about to persuade the doubting soul, to rest in those
doubts, but to give such information of their source, or
real causes, as may lead him to see clearly, that *“ the good
work,” is begun, and will be gloriously consummated by
him, whose power is inviucible in our regeneration, and
who will crown that admirable work with eternal glory.

1. Doubts arise from that deep sense of sin, and view of
God’s holiness, which sink the sinner, at the foot of mercy,
where he humbly confesses, ¢ I am a sinful man O Lord!”
¢ I bave heard of thee by the hearing of the car, but now
my eye seeth thee, wherefore 1 abhor myself, and repent
in dust and ashes.” He will frequently say, in his most
solemn reflections, What an amazing disparity between
the unsearchably Holy God, and such a wretchedly wicked
and exceedingly sinful man as I am ! and can I expectae-
ceptance before his throne of grate, 1 who daily feel sin
arising inme? Alas! my thoughts, wishes, and desires
alarm me, and create such a distress of mind, and such a
guilt of conscience, that 1 am ashamed to appear before
the Lord in prayer: and when 1 do venture to call on his
holy name, sometimes, even there, the iniquities of my na-
ture arise to interrupt and plunge my soul in more trou-
ble! Can 1 be a child of God? Is 1t possible, that this
wretched heart of mine can be the dwelling of the Holy
Spirit ?

‘“ When [ pray or hear or read,
Sin is mix’d with all 1 do;

You that love the Lord indeed,
Tell me, is it thus with you 2”*

Let me ask, is such a complaint that of a worldling, a
mere professor, a hypocrite, or any other, than a child
of Godin whose soul the Holy Spirit is at work ? No:
that he alone complains, in the bitterness of his soul, la-
menting his sins, weakness, and carnality before God, is
evident from the Holy Seriptures Davip cries ¢ Against
thee, thee only, have I sinned ;” Jon, ‘¢ Behold I am vile.”
Isa1an, after a view of the glories of the THREE HOLIES,
““Woe is me! for I am undone, because Tam a man of un-
clean lips, &c.”

Then, as the child of God alone, has this feeling sense
of his utter depravity by nature, attended with self-loathing
and who from a view of Jehovah’s immaculate purity, sinks
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in the dust of humiliation before him, it follows unavoidably
aud conspicuously, that the doubts and fears arising there-
from, are peculiar to his circumstances, and evince the
commencement of the work of grace in his soul : so trueis
the expression of HART,

‘¢ A sinner is a sacred thing

The Holy Ghost has made him so”
And a sense of it fills him with dismay, and genders doubes
of his own personal interest in God’slove. JomuN has well
described his case; and shewn us that though he is not
under the condemnation of the law, but biessed with a good
- hope through grace; there is still a want of that confidence,
which produces assurance and enlargement of soul by the
love of God: ‘“ If our heart (saith he) condemn us, God is
greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved,
if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence to.
ward God.” (1 John iii. 21.) This is a self-condemna-
tion, singular to God’s people; itis ‘¢ the sentence of
death in themselves, that they should not trust in them-
selves,” but afterward, be led with all their sins, doubts,
and fears, to the precious Jesus, and loose them all in the
great fountain of his atoning blood! When their heart
shall not condemn them, but the Holy Spirit, witnessing
with their spirit, that they are the children of God, they
shall cry Abba, Father: and lost in wonder, exclaim,
““ Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God! But of
their interest in this love, they doubt while in their nonage
and will till the timeappointed of the Father, arrives for their
liberation. John has also delightfully described this by
distinguishing between the weuk and the stronmg in the
chuarch of God.: to the one, he ascribes fears, to the other
assurance, but pronounces them both in a safe state: 1John
iv. 16. * There is no fear in love ! but perfect love cast.
eth out fear:” because fear hath torment. He that feareth
is not made perfect in love. He has not a full, clear, and
distinct view of the fulness, freeness, and eternity of the
love of God to his children. He is a child of God, equally
as dear as the other, but is not yet made perfect, set at liberty
by, and brought into the full enjoyment of the love of God
to Auzs soul. He does not doubt of God’slove to his people,
but cannot come to a conclusion respecting himsel?; whe-~
ther the Lord loves Aim, or not is the question, the daily
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perplexing question with his soul. He cries, ¢ Lord T be-
lieve, help thou my unbelief.” I believe that thou lovest
thy people, O give me faith in it for myself, and make me
perfectly satisfied that thou lovest me.

2. He cannot rest in a mere profession of Christianity :
he knows and is assured, that not all the relizious du-
ties, and performances, nor all the doctrinal knowledge in
the world can profit an immortal soul, without the new birth;
and destitate of the Spirit of adoption, which he cannot give
himself ; for no man can quicken his own soul; fearsand
doubts arise, respecting the begun work within him : which
clearly proves that those fears are peculiar to the babe in
Christ, and are so many evidenccs, that the work is truly be-
gun in his soul. {{ad not the children of God, doubts,Je-
hovahwho cannot speak in vain, would not so frequently say,
in hisword, ¢ Fear not :*’ for it would be superfinous, where
po fear exists. ZFear not, worm Jacob, (no! God—Jacob)
¢ Fear thou not, [ am with thee, be not dismayed, Iam thy
God,” &c. ¢ Fear not, little flock, &e.” O thou, of little
faith, wherefore didst thou doubhs”’~—All which, with a vari-
ety of other scriptures, that I might quote, make it unques-
tionably evident, that God’s feeble cnildren are subject to
doubts and fears, which are confined to them, as so many
tokens of regencration.

3. They possess a discriminating knowledge of their
sgnorance, weakness and wunworthiness. 'The new born
babe knows not what a world it has entered— can see, but
not comprehend the objects avound it: is incapable of
supporting itself : must be washed, dressed, carried, nur-
sed, and atter all, have the breast, for its nutriment, sup-
port, and quictude. What a figure of a dear child of
God, involved in his donbts and fears, which arise from
an increasing knowledge of humself, as sinful, ignorant,
weak, and unworthy : and he can no more shake them off,
or lay them aside, than he can create a new world. It is
the Holy Spirit’s work to cast out all fear, which he will
effcct at the appointed time, in the most accurate conform-
ity to the Divine DeCREESs.

4. The apostle says, that some real believers, are through
fear of death, all their life time subject to bondage. They
have such an impression of the solemnity of the body’s dis«
solution, and the vastness of eternity, that their minds are
exercised with an almost perpetual timidity, on reflection
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of the awful change ! Not subject to the bondage of the
law, nor to the bondage of corruption ; but to that of the
Jear of death: what exit shall 1 make from this, into an
eternal state? How will it be with me, in the floods of
Jordan ? What will be the transition experienced, in that
unspeakably serious hour, by my deathless soul? These
are the interrogatives, that so very frequently employ the
wind of a weak and feeble child of God ! And all through.
a most solemnizing view of the solemnity of death, and
the great importance of entering into an’ cternal state.—
Such a poor sinner is taught, to estimate the incalculable
worth of an immortal soul? ‘I'he necessity of the new-birth
and of salvation, by the bloodand righteousness of the Son
of God ! Doubts and fears will arise from such deep and
momentous reflections: Such doubts and fears as never per-
vaded the mind of a mere professor ; and to such a truly
serious Christian, I am ready to say, Fear not, the sting of
death is extracted, and the power of the grave destroyed,
in behalf of such heaven-taught souls, by the death and
sufferings, resurrection and ascension of the Great Suret
and covenant Head of his redeemed church : the Lord hel
you, poor doubting soul, to look to him, and cheerfully
sing Paul’s anthem, ‘¢ O death where is thy sting ! O grave
where is thy victory ?” '
5. Doubts and fears arise frequently from what are com-
monly denominated inconsistencies. How conscientiously
observant of every thing that constitute the regenerated
Christian’s character, is a sinner called by divine grace !
Let my heart, my lips, my life, my walk, and my conver-
sation, be devoted to Christ, his eause, aad the comfort of
his little flock, is his ardent and fervent prayer to the Lord.
O grace divine, rule in me! O saered love of God, let me
live, under thy government! O let every power and facul-
ty of my soul, expand with celestial pleasure, in the ser-
vice and most blessed interest of him who lived and died for
sinners, are his most solemn ejaculations and holy aspirations
ofsoul! Butalas! the dark, gloomy, and hard-hearted re-
verse, is his painful experience! on which melancholy
consideration, he exclaims, ‘¢ O wretched man, that I am,
who shall deliver me from this body of sin and death "
—Who am I’ Or what am I, thus wandering from the
Lord ? Is this love to the Saviour? Are these the feelings
of one born from above? O these carnal passions, that
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sometimes, will, in opposition to all watchfulness and
prayer, break out to my wounding, and to my hurt! Can
the Lord love such a wretch, as I now feel myself to be ?
Hence arise fears and doubts, which plunge the ¢ried soul,
in a vortex of mental woe, truly indescribable! But let mc
here observe, tbat these mental tossing: to and fro, these
solemn aspirations, under the oppression of indwelling
sin; these perpetual changes ; all unite to prove a work of
grace in the soul ; a real hatred to sin and genuine love to
Christ: sin is his hell, and the enjoyment of Christ, his
heaven upon earth. But David says, of unregenerated pro-
fessors, ¢ They know no changes, and therefore, they fear
not God I’ They are contented, if they can but carry their
cup tolerably upright in the eyes of men, and make a fair
show in the flesh. But the child of God, regardless of
men and their opinions, is not satisfied with, nor can he

ossibly be reconciled to the iniquities of his heart; the
go]y new man maintains war with bis evil thoughts and de
sires: and 1 am firmly persuaded, that an evil thought,
gives him more pain, than was cver felt by all the Pharisees
upon the earth, put them altogcther, on account of the
worst practical transgression! Yet this man, forsooth, mus
“be called an Antinomian, and indeed so he is: if to hate
the rising of inbred sin, and to cry to God against it, con-
stitute A n/inomtanism.: we are then willing to acknowledge
that he is what they call an Antinomian, to all intents and
purposes !

6. Whatever may way-lay him, whoever opposes him,
and however tossed to and fro, and tot comforted, we are
assured that

¢ The feeble saint shall win the day,
Thonghdeath and hell obstruct the way.”
The Lord will bring forthjudgment unto victory; support
his feeble child ; strengthen his weak hands, and confirm
his feeble knees; and eventually make him more than
conqueror, through Christ who hath loved him !

As an ola author observes, The snail, slow as was its
progress, arrived safe in the ark! And we may add, was
equally as secure, and as well preserved as the fleet horse,
the swift greyhound, or the bounding roe-buck! The
weakling in faith, is not so happy, but equally as safe, and
as dear to Christ, as those who are strong in faith; tho’
certainly, the latter give the more glory to God. Yet hoth
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shall safely arrive in glory, and sbhare equal felicity, uniting
in the same song of triumph and glory to God and the
Lamb ; singing that grand and everlasting Hallelujah, in an
infinite variety of sounds,and in 1the most harmonious music
continually new, and for ever increasing, with additional
and rapturous delights. |

7. Let no man, then, despise, and discourage those who
are weak in faith, and laden with doubts and fears: those
little ones who believe in Jesus. But let it be remember-
ed, that they are the apple of his eye, the invaluable jewels
of his sou), and the purchase of his most precious blood !
1am now, in the third place, to give a short explanation of
the text, on which the question 1s founded. And let it be
remarked,

t. That it is not said, He who doubteth is damned ; but
if ke eat, he is damned, or rather is condemned; which is
a widely different character, to the doubting young Chris-
tian already described ; heis a mere professor, who eateth,
““ not discerning the Lord’s body ;” bas no knowledge of
Christ, no fait/t in his atonement, but eateth ceremoniously
and ignorantly, as thousands do in cur day: who have
m) faith in Christ, but are in a state of sin and unregenera-
cy: unrenewed in the image of their minds.

2. They arec ondemned by their own conduct, for this peo-
ple; saith the Lord, draweth near unto me with their mouth
and honoreth me with their lips; but their Acarfs are far

fromme. For, with the heart,. man believeth unto righte-
ousness: but these having no faith, commit evil; for what-
socver is not of faith is sin.  According to Solomon’s ex-
hortation ; ¢ Keep thy foot, when thou goest into the house
of the Lord, and be more ready to hear, than to offer the
sacrifice of fools, for they consider not, that they do evil.”

3. But the doubting soul, described, has a most precious
discernment of the Lord’s body; amidst all his discou-
ragements, fears, and misgivings of heart,the doctrines
of the gospel, in all their preciousness, riches,and harmo-
ny, are well known to him, and sound delightfully in his
ears : and especially the atonement: he does, indeed, dis-
cern the Lord's body ; and the sacrifice of his soul! Tho
he frequently doubts his interest in him. O how sweet,
how encouraging, when he is indulged with a view of Cal-
vary’s cross! There he petitions for the assurance of his
part in the Redeemer’s blood; there he worships and
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adores:; there he addresses the Lord of life and glory, in
such strains as these,

*¢ Nothing in my'hand I bring,

Simply tothy.cross | cling ;

Naked, come to thee for dress;.

Hetlpless, lsok to thee for grace;

Foul, | to the fountain fly,

Wash me, Saviour, or | die

4. Blessed and undoubting assurance of interest in
Christ, seems not to be the privilege of all the children of
God, continually : yet there ave delightful seasons with the
weakest : when the gospel sounds so charmingly. prayer
is so powerful, the promises so sweet, the word of the Lord
s0 opened, the sinner’s heart so melted down at the feet of
Christ, that he cannot help saying, most confidently, ¢ My
Lord, and my God.” Though atterward,

¢ Douhts and fears; and Jdarkness rise,

And hide the promise from his eyes.”
So David, ¢“Iam not afraid of ten thousand of them, whe
have set themselves against me, round about:” but soon,
he cries: ¢¢ 1 shall one day perish by the hind of Savr.”—
¢ My mountain stands firm, and 1shall never be moved:
thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled.”

5. Let us conclude, by observing, that sin, Satan, and
unbelief will assail the strong, as well as the weak, aiid then
if the Lord withdraw bis presence, he finds his imbecility
as distressing, and as great, as that of the weakest believer
inJesus. Therefore, instead of boasting over the weaker
branches of the family, ¢¢ Let him, who thinketh he stand-
cth, take heed, lest hie fall.”

!l‘

QuesTioN FOorR NEXT MonpAY EVENING,
By explaining the follouing texts of seriplure in your valu-
able weekly publication, you will much oblige,
AN ENQUIRER AFTER TRUTH.

GEN. 1. 9. ‘¢ The tree of life alsoin the midst of the gar-
den, and the trce of knewledge of good and evili”
Luke xix. 9. ¢ And I say unto you, make to yourselves
friends of the Mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye
fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.”
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QUESTION,

T'he tntention of Christ, in LUKE xvI. Q ?

SOLUTION.

‘THE beautiful and divinely luminous parables, of the
Glorious Messiah, wére spoken and written, not merely
to teach us a little dry morality, and enforce such precepts
as he saw necessary for the regulation and government of
our conduct, while upon the earth ; but to teach us amore
glorious theme ; to point us to the fountain of Jehovah’s
eternal love; that we may mount up on faith’s strong pini-
" ons, soaring away from earth, and all terrestrial things, in
our hearts and affections, and taste ¢rue pleasures; joys
intrinsically excellent, because everlasting ; delights, un-
tarnished by sublupary concerns, because flowing purely
from the throue of God and the Lamb !
In every parable, are gloriously and wonderfully dis-
¥1ayed, the wisdom of our Redeemer, in refuting, con-
ounding, and detecting the base hypocrisy of his enemies;
his power in the salvation of his people; and his tender
Jove and care over them, till ke shall bring them all safe to
everlasténg habitations above !
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Then the parable before us, must also have the same im.
portant, and unspeakably sweet contents. Yes, it is divine-
ly replete with his wisdom, power, love, affectionate pur-
poses, and abounding grace, towards and concerning us,
poor Gentiles, who once were not a people: but are now
—be astonished O ye heavens! and ye saints rejoice !—are
now the people of the living God ! Saved by blood divine,
put among the children, and have receive(g the spirit of
adoption, to cry Abba, Father !

And 1 am persuaded tbat not an individual in this re-
spectable assembly, possessing the least spiritual under~
standing, will be so irrational, asto conclude, that so many
verses as this parable contains, shonld occupy a space int
the New Testament, that unparallelled volume of divine
light and love, for no other purpose than to teach us bene-
volence to the poat, on account of which, we shall be ad-
mitted, and welcomed by them, to everlasting habitations!
( Vide Brown in loco.)

That benevolence to the poor, is exellent, I not only ad.
mit, bat would through every means in my power, pro-
mote, encourage, and urge as incumbent on those, who
are intrusted with worldly property : but yet I must in-
sist upon it, that 2 benevolence, immeasurably superior in
extent, and infinitely more glorious in its distributions, is
so conspicuously exhibited in this parable, as to eclipse
totally all the glories of the most tender and extensive
liuman benevolence in the world.

This astonishing parable calls our attention tothe bene-
volence of heaven towards us, of the Gentile race ! The
benevolence, pity, compassion, love, and every exquisitely
tender sympathy of the friend of sinners, in visiting us with
the power, the sweetness, and the joys of salvation, by his
sovereign grace, and bleeding love!

The verse selected by my friend for discussion, is eertain-
ly involved insome particular intricacies, and has puzzled
our commentators and expositors ; atleast those of them, that
have come under my notice ; who, something like Paul’s
tumultuous congregation, ‘¢ Seme have said one thing and
some another,” and no doubt, every one to the best of his
judgment: and < 7 also, as L am réquested, shall shew you
my opinion.” 1 have been, blessed be the Holy Spirit,
Jed to the Grand Source of all divine intelligence, for m-
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struction upon the subject, and may he who opened the
scriptures to his disciples, till their hearts burned within
them, visit us with the same opening, and the same celestial
Jire, that we may understand this scripture, and feel the
celestial lame of affection, blazing in our hearts, to the
Great Teacher and Redeemer of [srael.

The intention of this parable, literally, when spoken,
(like the greater part of the admirable parables of the Mes-
siah)was to expose and reprobate, the ungrateful, unbeliev~
ing, rebellious, and God provoking conﬁuct of the Jews :
and to reprove them for their ignorance, supineness, and
inattention to their own interest ; and their abominable
treatment of Christ; and the poor Gentiles, whom they
despised, and denominated devils! In considering the sub.
ject, as briefly as its extensiveness and importance will ad-
mit, with an heart lifted up to the Lord for his guidance,
we will attend to the whole of the parable, as it will reflect
much light on the selected verse.

1. A certain rich man, The Lord, in the immensity of
the riches of his goodness, conferred upon Ancient Israel,
nationally, his distinguishing favour, and the more abun-
dant 7iches of his sovereign grace on his elect people among
them, who were effectually called of God to 100}1)1 through
the types and shadows of their ceremonious worship to the
great antitype, the slain Lamb of God, the all-atoning sa-
crifice for sin! But as a nation, inconsiderate of their dis.
criminating blessings, they despised theriches of his good-
mess, turned from the only true God to idols, j)ersecuted his
prophets, and profaned his warship and ordinances, with
which they were intrusted ; and thus, as an unjust steward,
‘¢ wasted their master’s goods.” Which leads us clearly to
discern,

2. In the character of the sSTEWARD, metapborically, the
whale Jewish mation ; and more especially their priests,
levites, and ecclesiastical rulers, who had corrupted the ward
of the Lord, changed his ordinances, and carnalized his
worship, Our blessed Lord, speaks this parable for their
conviction, and to confirm and establish the justice of God,
in casting them off as a nation ; in taking his gospel from
them, and giving it to a fgueople. even to the Gentiles, who
should bring forth the fruits thereof, to the praise of the
riches of his surprising grace !
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A steward was a person in whom bis Lord reposed
the greatest confidence, entrusting him with the manage-
ment of his household affairs. The Greek word oixoropog, &
steward, is from the heme oixog, an house: implying one
who has the management of an house, and whois exnect-
ed above all other persons to be honest, jus{, upright,
faithful, and true to his master. In proportion to the
greatness and importance of his trust wmﬂ[d be the enor-
mitz of his injustice and unfaithfulness! The perfidy of
such a man would excite the just indignation of the whole
world, andimperiously call for the most condign, disgrace.
ful, and afflicting punishment. Suchwas theheinousconduct
of the ungrateful, unjust, untbankful, and rebellious Jews,
Theyalone,above all the families of theearth were intrusted
with thestewardship of God’s house; as David taughtthemto
sing, “ he has notdealtso with all people, praise ye the Lord!”
And oh! while I survey retrospectively their distinguish-
ing favors, 1 cannot forbear taking the opportunity to call
on Britons for a serious consideration of equal, nay of
greater privileges conferred upon them! What nation in
Europe has been so distinguishingly indulged with the
gospel of Christ as Great Britain? Would it be possible
tor the united voice of her millions of inhabitants to utter
sufficient praise? Wonld it be possible for her tens of
thousands of clerks and accountants, could they write per-
petually for hundreds of years, to calculate and make out
to the last item, the total sum of the blessings Jehovah has
so profusely poured down (I had almost said lavished) up-
on us! Butalas! whereis our gratitude and thanksgiving
as an highly indulged nation ? true, we are called a religi-
ous people, and we have a numerous body of professors:
But do they not generally despise the riches of sovereign,
electing, and almighty grace, calling it anttnomianism, and
‘¢ turning it into licentiousness,” by saying that it leads
to sin! prefering thereto the papistical doctrines of free-
will, creature-merit, and fleshly sanctification! Instead of
the almighty power of Christ to save; sinners are told that
salvation rests and must he effected by the puny arm of
their own diligence: instead of the perfect amf everlasting
righteousness of Christ, which iz the righteousness of God,
the righteousness of the creature is proclaimed as that in
which he must be justified! And poor sinners, totally
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dead in trespasses and sins, instead of being faithfully told
their wretched and depraved state,—¢¢ that no man can
quicken his own soul ’ —¢¢that it is the SpiriT who quick-
eneth’—are invited, exhorted, and persuaded to come to
Christ—no: not to Christ neither as ruined, for salvation,
but to purify themselves and then come under his govern-
ment—that fuith and repentance, instead of bein tie gfts
of God, to his elect, and the work of the Holy Spirut in
thetr souls, are mere moral dutics, which may be performed
by all men, with the greatest facility! Thus they rob the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost of the glory of their
eternal love, sovereign authority, almighty power, and dis-
tinguishing, invincible, never-failing, and unspeakably
free grace, in the irrefrustrable salvation of the blood-
washed elect of God! And added to this, have substituted
the forms and traditions of men, for the pure and simple
ordinances and doctrines of Christ!

And for preaching these doctrines, in opposition to so-
vereign grace, our priests are enriched with their hundreds
per annum !

Such were the crimes of the Jewish nation, represented
as a STEWARD, who wasted his Master’s grods: hear the
awful charge brought home to them, by the mouth of the
prophet Malachi; ¢ Will a man rob God? yet ye have
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?
In tithes and offerings.” (Mal. iii. 8.) And, O'ye inha-
bitants of Great Britain, 1 most solemnly call upon you to
take this charge as brought against us! O may the Lord
convince us ofg the abuse of our national privileges: of our
unfaithfulness, carelessness, unconcern, and unthankful-
ness, that we may nationally repent, as in dust and ashes.
Blessed be the Lord, there are a few names yet, in Great
Britain, who have not defiled their garments, with the filt
doctrines and ordinances of Antic%n'ist: may their suppli-
cations be heard, in behalf of the country, that we may not
as unjust stewards be put out of our stewardship—that the
glc'»'ious gospel of the blessed God may not be taken from
us!

3. The same was accused unto him that he had wasted
his goods. Who were his accusers 2 Not his conscience,
for that was rendered too callous, by a perpetuity of nefa-
rious practices  So the consciences of the self-important
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and self righteous Jews, at the coming of Christ, were ob-
durate and immovable ; steel-hardened against the Lord,
and against his Apointed. But their accusers were the
prophets, whom they had mal-treated, persecuted and
slain. 'Who accused them,

First. In their complaining prayers: as saith Paul in
his epistle to the Romans, (chap. xi. 2.) ¢ Wot ye not
what the scripture saith of Elias? How he maketh interces-
sion to God against Israel, saying, Lord they have kill-
ed thy prophets, and digged down thy altars, and I am
left alone, and they seek my life.” Thus in our day,
and in our nation, the prayers of Christ’s persecuted mi-
nisters powerfully ascend before the divine throne, against
the hypocritically professing Isvael, nor shall they accuse
in vain. For shall not God avenge his own elect, that cry
day and night unto him, though he bear long with them.”
(Luke xviit, 7.).

Second. Their blood, under the altar, cried as the blood
of martyrs now cries, ¢ How long O Lord, holy and true,
dost thou not judge; and avenge our blood on them, that
dwell on the earth ?” The persecuted and slain of God’s

eople, are forgotten by their enemies, but the records on
Ei will be opened. God himself, will see recorded, the
su%feringsof hischildren: forhe putteththeir tears in hisbot-
tle of remembrance ; are they not all written in his beok ?
Neglected as they have been by nistortANs, who in the
aises of warlike beroes are extravagantlyprolix, their very
ashes are watched over by the Eternal God, and the voice
of their innocent blood still sounds prevailingly in the ears
of the Lord of hosts! Careless as the world bas been of the
rsecuted and slain redeemed, the Lord has them in ever-
mling remembrance : and though their sufferings and de-
struction have, and ever will be, the triumph of their ene-
mies, yet ‘¢ preciaus in the sight of the Lord is the death
of his saints:”’ and the cry of their blood will at length
prevail in the destruction of Antichrist, as that of the pro-
phets did, in the destruction of Jerusalem!

4. And he called him, &c. At the coming of the Lord
Jesus in the flesh: who came unto his own with accusa-
tions and reproof! Declaring that they shall be put out of
their stewardship— That Jerusalem shall be destroyed and
her inhabitants——some mussacred—some perishing by pes-
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tilence and famine, and others scattered as fugitives among
the nations of the earth, should no more be a people, till
the fulness of the Gentiles be broaght in. Hear his lamen-
tation over that once beautiful, flourishing, and populous
gity ; which was the very city of God! * O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as an hen gathereth her chick-
ens under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold your house
is left unto you desolate,and I say unto you, ye shall not see
me henceforth,till yeshallsay, Blessed is he thatcometh in
the name of the Lord !”

Here 1s indeed, a charge of wasting the master’s goods,
in killing and stoning the prophets! And the riches of hrs
goodness, to that favorite people. How ofteri would 1 (a
positive proof of Christ’s divinity) have gathered ‘thy chil-
dren together : would have united and blessed thine inha-
bitants¢ would have continued unto thee every national be-
nefit. Not as the Arminians ignorantly say, he would have
saved their souls, but the?' resisted his grace, and frustrated
his affectionate purpose { No, here is notene word about
eternal salvation. A child, who can read the verse, would
distinguish between the acts of saving their souls,and ga-
thering the children, the inhabitants of Jerusalem together.
He would have kept them together as a nation, but the
stoned the prophets, and at last crucified the Son of God'!

5, *¢ Thou mayest be no longer steward.”” The sTew-
ARDSHIP, shall be taken from the Jews, God is about to
break up house-keeping with them! to give them up to
all the hardness of their reprobate minds! and that for
hundreds of years! But recollect, their ini%t!ities loudly
called for it! we see in the unparallelled satferings of the
Jews not only the vengeance, but also the inflexible justice
of our God !

The gospel was taken from them—they had not been
faithful in the least, in the shadowy dispen ation of wor-
ship, and therefore, are not to be trusted with the frue
riches, the dispensation of the glorious gospel of Christ.
He put them out of the stewardship, and made choice of
other aixoroyer, other stewards, mamely, the apostles, aud sent
them far lience, unto the Gentiles.

Thus far, the parable applies, most accurately to the
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Jews, and now follows the reproof and reprobation of their
abominable and God-provoking conduct.

1. The parable shews, that the wisdom of an unjust
steward, far exceeded the wisdom of that nation, with all
their religious advantages and boasted understanding.—
“ And the Lord commended the stewerd, because he had
done wisely ; for the children of this world, are in their ge-
neration, wiser than the children of Ught” 'The children
of light are the Jews, with the lizht of God’s word and or-
dinances, and yet are exceeded in wisdom, by a Gentile
steward ; one of the children of this world ! How degrading
was this to the Jews! And it teaches how far they were
sunk 1n ignorance of God, and of their own wretehed cir-
cumstances! Even in the time of Isaiah, the Lord thus
complains of them: “ The ox Anoweth his owner, and the
ass his master’s crib ; but Israel doth not 4now, my peo-
ple doth not consider.” (lsaiah 1. 3.)

2. The wonderful difference between them and the stew-
ard. He was alarmed at being put out of his steward-
ship, saw the consequence, and began to think of makin
some provision for himself: What shall 1 do? said he,
for my Lord taketh from me the stewardship. But the
Jewish nation totally blind to their real circumstances,
continued stubbornly to persecute, and with a pational an-
fipathy, rejected the Messiah and his apostles. They put
the word of God from them, and judged themselves un.
worthy of everlasting life!

3. I cannot dig, to hcg I am ashamed. They were so
hardened in their iniquities, that they could not dig, or
break up the stony ground of their impenitent hearts. God
had justly given them up to a reprobate mind ! National
repentance was denied them. 1 cannot dig, also figura-
tively and strikingly expresses that state of carelessness,

supineness, apathy and indolence, into which they were
sunk.

To be concinded in onr next, which must be a double number,

QUESTION FOR NEXT MoxpAY EveNine.

““ The tree of life also tn the midst of the garden, and the
tree of knowledge of gool and enil’—Gun. 11. 9.
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