The Faith of the Gospel Vindicated :

SERMON 1I.

GALATIANS 111, 11

THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.

THE context informs us of the dreadful state
of those who have not faith in Christ. That
they are under the law, under the covenant of
works ; and, consequently, under the carse: for it
s written, 4 s many as are of theworks of the law,
are under the curse—cursed is every one that con-
tinues not in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them. What a wretched
situation is this! Under the law, and under the
curse! And this is not the state of the wicked
profligate only; but of many professedly virtuous
and pious: who are working for life, and desire
to be under the law. Who are in bondage to the
law, and have not one desire to be liberated! 1f
an objection is made to their being placed upop
a level with the profligate; let it be considered,
that they are more especially, and avowedly, the
enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ, and are moré
hostile to the Gospel, than those who never madé
any profession of Christianity !
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Self-righteous thoughts and imaginations are as
inimical to the attributes of Deity, as offensive
to the Lord of glory, and as great a violation of
his boly law, as the immorality, and open pro-
fanity of the profligate part of mankind! (Romans
x. ¢.) For, they, going about to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves
unto the rightcousness of God. For Christ is
the end of the law for R1GHTFOUSNESS, {0 every
one that believeth. Here they are represented,
in open rebellion against the Lord, and against
his anointed Son. the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSN ESS.
They are seeking justification by a righteousness
of their own, in opposition to the righteousness
of Christ! And the pompous language of their
proud, self-righteous hearts, is, e will be like
the most High. s this the humility, self-abhor-
rence, and self-abasement, requisite in poor, lost,
undone, rebellious sinners, when coming before a
God of immaculate purity, and unsearchable ho-
liness ?

If any such persons are before me, I would
address them in the language of Paul, < Ve that
desire to be under the law, do ye hear the law ?”
Do you hear its extensive demands,-its holiness,
and purity? Do you hear its spiritual voice? Its
threatening and condemning language, for the
least violation, of any one of its righteous pre-
tepts? No, thie law is more spiritual, more holy,
and more extensive in its demands, and prohibitions,
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than you are aware! The law of God is not like
human laws, which condemn only for externag)
transgressions; it extends to the thoughts, and
mtents of the heart!

It is thought a privilege, by some people, that
human laws cannot condeinn for thinking : but,
it is not so with the Lord Jehovah, who searclics
the heart, tries the reins, and knows our evory
thought! The omuipresent God is privy to all
your vain thoughts, and impure desires, which
shame forbids you to reveal to mortals! He de-
mands truth in the izward parts ; butfinds, in us,
nothing but falsehood, iniquity, and rebellion!

The law is a glorious transeript of his immacu-
late purity, and teaches the holiness of a God!
One sinful thought is a violation of allits righteous
precepts ! Oh Sirs! you that desire to be under tlie
law; let me ask you once more, Do ye hcar what
it saith to you? Do you know that you are cursed
by it? Cursep Is EVERY ONE that continues not
in aLL THINGS, and you have not continued in
any one; but violated every precept. You are
not aware, 1 say, of its extensiveness, but are yct
in nature’s darkness and ignorance! If you had
ever been taught by God's Spirit, you would see
the consequence of being under the law—you
would see its spirituality, purity, and holiness;
and would counfess, ‘that by the law is ounly the
knowledge of sin. It shews no mercy, nor lenity;



GOSPEL VINDICATED, 259
por discovers any way of deliverance from sin!
The letter killeth, but adwministers no healing, no
life-giving balm!

In what state did the apostle find himself, when
(e law was brought home to his heart and con-
cciencer He tells us in Romans vii. 9. When the
commandment came, sin reviced and I died! He
died to all hopes of being justified by it, in the
sicht of God.  Aud now let me ask the convinced
sinner, how /e views the law 7 what his experience
is in this respect?  You are ready to reply, poor
stnuer, in such language as this, “ 1 see and feel
mysclf condemned by the law, which is an admi-
nistration of death, how am I to escape its dread-
ful sentence 7 Sin does, deed, revive in me: and
I feel myself incapable of subduing it! To whom,
or where shall I flee for refuge” Poor distressed
soul, take comfort; the Eternal Spirit, who con-
vinced you of sin, will carry on that work which
he has begun in you; and give you a knowledge
of salvation, by a crucified Jesus. Our text in-
forms vou, that justification, in the sight of God,
Is not by the works or the law, but, that the
vilest of sinners, shall be cleansed from their sins
m the blood of Jesus, obtain pardon through him,
and live a life of faith on him: for

THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.

The just, or justified ones, those who were
eternally justified in Christ. Though I suppose that
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is too ancient a date for some of you; but, it must
be so, consistent with the analogy of faith. For
what is it to be justified, but to be acquitted from
the wrath of divine justice, against sinners? Ang
that God’s people were thus acquitied, trom cter-
nity, is provable from his love. [ have loved thee
with an everlasting love ; (Jeremiah xxxi. 3.) and
there 1s no wrath nor anger in love. To be just,
or justified, is, also, to be delivered from all charge
that justice may bring against the sinner. And
were not the people of God thus holy, and without
blame, by virtue of their union to Christ, from
everlasting? Was not Christ set up from ever-
lasting, as the righteousness of his peopler Aund
are they not completely justified in his righteous-
ness? Nevertheless, this is not known to any of
those justified ones, till revealed, by the Eternal
Spirit, in their regeneration.

Having received the like precious faith, whick
is once revealed to all the saints, the soul is
enabled to look to Christ. And is made happy in
the knowledge of this, rejoicing that he stands in a
justified state! Happy, being free from all condem-
nation, and at peace with God. He has now acccss
to him, free access~-can approach him as his gra
cious God, and loving I'ather, in Christ Jesus:
I.ooking to Christ by faith, having peace with God,
his love shed abroad in his heart, he has fellowship
with him as his God, his Father, and his fricnd!

Persons, possessing this charming experiencé
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are the just intended in our text; who shall live
by their faith,  And, Christiuns, your experience
attests the truth of this. May the Fternal Spirit,
then, engage your hearts and attention, while 1
consiaer,

I. The blessed effects of faith.
II. The qualities and properties of faith,

T'irst, the blessed effects of faith; of that pre-
cious faith in Christ, which brings joy, peace,
comfort, consolation, and full satisfaction, to the
justified soul!

How precious must that faith be which has the
Spirit for its operator, Christ for its object, and
which brings the sinner, arrayed in Immanuel’s
righteousness, near to the infinitely holy Jehovah,
who communes with him as a man with his
friend! Which assures him that he shall dwell
with the Lord for ever! That he has, agreeable
to the eternal promise, an inheritance in the skies,
where (God shall wipe all tears from his eyes;
where all sorrow and distress shall be for ever
banished, and where the whole soul, swallowed
up in the beatific vision of God, shall, with inex-
pressible delight, gaze upon the dear God-mau,
who redeemed him with his own blood!

O invaluable blessing! Is it ours? Do we feel
the influence of this precious faith? If so, we arc
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experimentally acquainted with its powerful aud
wonderful efects,

First, in delivering the poor distressed, and
self-condemned sinner from that dreadful law-
work upon the conscience, which all God’s peo-
ple, in soime measure, experience. ! what dread-
ful apprehensions, and tormenting expectation;
of divine wrath, are then fclt by the convicted
criminal ! Convinced of the awful disparity be-
tween the pure law of God, and his polluted heart
and life, his most earnest and insatiate enquiry is,
“What shall I do to be saved 2”

He feels sin warring in every member, and
strives against it; but in vain; it overcomes hiu ;
and daily carries him captive in its odious and
galling chains! This is to convince him, that sin
is conquercd only in the strength of Jesus! In
vain does he strive in his own strength ; for every
struggle he makes, serves but to convince him
that he is a helpless sinner; and that he must un-
avoidably fall a victim to sin, which is the dread-
ful sting of death!

In the 24th and 26th verses of the context, the
lawis spoken of under the character ofa school-mas-
ter. Accerding to some, the ceremoniallaw, to teach
and instruct; as this law taught the Jewish church,
through types and shadows, to look to the great
and tllustrious Antitype, the adorable Redeewer.
But as this epistle was written to a Gentile
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church, I think-itis very evident that the deca-
[ogue, OF law of Ten commands, is intended, which
teaches the holiness and purity of God, and shews
¢he excecding sintulness of sin.  And as it is the
office of a school master, not only to give in-
struction, but also to correct and chastise; the
Jaw severely chastises, and rigorously condemns,
for the least transgression of its righteous pre-
cepts !

You that have felt this law work in your
cousclences, have known the severe correction of
this school-master. But mark the design of God:
The law was our school-master to bring us unto
Christ, that we naght be justified by jaith; but
after that faith is come, we are no longer under
a school-master. Taith delivers trom the law. It
enlightens the eyes of the sin-despairing soul, to
look to Christ; to behold him as the way to God,
paying his ten-thousand-talent debt to inflexible
justice, and standing in the sinner’s place, as the
end of the law jor righteousness to ceery one that
belicveth. (Rowans x. 4.) laith teacues hin to
sec his sins in the wounds of Christ, whose pre-
cious blood heals his wounded conscience, and
sets him at happy hiberty! He is no longer under
a spirit of bonduge to fear, but has recerved ihe
spiri¢ of adoption, whereby he cries, Abva, Fa-
ther ! (Rowans viii. 15.) O! happy experience!
Wonderful change '—Brought out of darkness zzfo
marvellous lizht, (1 Peter ii. 9.) from death to
life, (Jaes ii, 10.) from a prison of bondage te
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perfect liberty, from sorrow, almost il)SUppOi’t&bif‘-)
to joy, unspeakable, and full of glory!

Before this wonderful change took place, the
poor sinner was shut up in bondage to the law,
and crying in the bitterness of his soul, 4 wounded
spirit who can bear ! His wounds appeared to him
incurable, and his salvation impossible! And in
this state, he must have continued, had not the
skilful hand of the great Physician, who wounded
him, applied the balm of Gilead. No cure trom
any other! No other hand can administer relicf
to the wounded conscience! 1t is the prerogative
of God alone, to kill, and make alive ; to wound,
and make whole. (Deuteronomy xxxii. 39.)

No wounds like those a wounded spirit feels,
No cure for such, till God, who makes them, heals.
Cowrir,

O what a sweet healing balm is the blood of
Jesus' It cleanses from all sin, heals the wounded
conscience, and adininisters peace to the troubled
mind. By faith in this precious sin-cleansing blood,
the sinner is brought near to his covenant Gods
and Father!

By faith the sinner looks to the man Christ
Jesus, and affectionately embraces the record that
God gives concerning his Son! He hears the
proclamation of Divine forgiveness with rapturé
and astonishment! Such a char.uing invitation a$
this, is music in his ears, and inexpressitle 10Y
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to Lis regenerated soul: ““ Cume now and let us
reason together, saith the Lord; though vour
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool.” (Isaian i, 18.)

Are you convinced that this Scripture is descrip-
tive of your state! If so, it must be truly pre-
cious to you. What can be more delightful than
to hear the great God proclaim himself a God of
pardon! but it cannot be sweet to any but the
convinced sinner. This precious balm cannot be
valuable to those who never hud a wound. * They
that are whole need not a physician, but they that
are sick.”  It'is the sin-sick soul, wounded by the
arrow of Divine conviction, who is here addressed ;
to whom the Lord hath made known the purity of
the law, and the exceeding sinfuluess of sin! By
the law is the knowledge qf sin ; and, therefore,
the Lord always speaks first by the law, to con-
vince of sin, before he reveals his Divine pardon
in Christ. As in the foregoing part of this first
chapter of Isaiah, (v. 15.) /When ye spread forth
your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; yeas
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear ; your
hands are full of blood. Thisis the voice of God’s
law, wherein he expresses his disapprobation of
sin—that he cannot accept of any offering by the
law of works; for the law knows nething of par-
don, and remission of sins. And, saith the Lord,
their hands are full of blood,—they are yet vn-

Kk
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cleansed ; therefore, in his strict justice and holi-
ness, his soul hateth their sacrifices! And he
not only declares his disapprobation of their sin,
but farther insists upon their spotless purity, cre
they can appear before him! (v. 16.) Fash ye,
make ye clean, pul away the evil of your doings
Jrom bejore mine eyes, cease to do evil. 'This is
not a condition of salvation, but the demand of
inflexible justice. Not the voice of the Gospel,
but of the law. Itis a blessing to know, when
the Lord speaks in his strict justice, as an abso-
lute God, and when in his infinite mercy i Chirist
Jesus, as a God pardoning iniquity: for the want
of making this distinction, many err; not know-
ing the Scripture, nor the voice of the law
from the voice of the Gospel! On which ac-
count, I have taken the liberty of making this ¢~
gression,

Observe, here then, that the Lord speaks in bis
law, before he makes the precious invitation con-
tained in the i8th verse. And thus he powerfully
speaks to all his dear people, before he speaks
pardon to their souls; that they may see the ne-
cessity of being washed, and cleansed, to appear
acceptable before a God of perfect holiness!
As we read again, in Isaiah xhii. 22—25. Bu!
thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob ! but iho
hast been weary of me, O Israel. Thou hast not
brought me the small cattle of thy burnt off ering$
neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices:
d have not caused thee to serve with an offering
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por wearied thee with incense. Thou hast bought
me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou
filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices ; but thou
hast mude me serve with thy sins, thow hast wea-
ried me with thy iniguity. Hearing these com-
P]icnted crimes alledged agzainst him, called over
by Jehovah himself, what can the expectation of
the convicted sinner be, but to hear the awful sen-
tence, Depart thou cursed ; as thceu hast wearied
me with thine iniquity, 1 justly consign thee to
the gloomy regions of eternal horror!

But, thus alarmed of his danger, convinced of
sin, and driven from all his false refuges, Divine
mercy interposes, and Jehovah speaks as a God
of grace; Informing hLim, that though sin hath
abounded like a sea, free grace abounds like an
ocean! [, even I, am ke ihai blotteth out thy
transgressions, for my own sake, and will not re-
meniber thy sins. '

Had T the tongue of an angel, I could not ex-
press half that joy, peace, and comtort, which
this administers to the soul! O the sweetness of
Divine forgiveness! To hear the great God say—
I even I am he, against whom you have sinned,
that blotteth out thy transgressions; and if 1 lay
Dothing to your cnarge, who shall? 1¢ is God
that justifieth, who is he that condemmueth ? (Ko-
Mans viii. 34.) 1t is Christ that died, whose bivod
learses from all sin; (1 Johni. 7.) Thereiore,
Bot for your sake, will I do this, but for my own
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sake; for the sake of the cath, the promise, ang
the blood of wy everlasting covenant. 7his jg
the covenant that I will make with them aftey
those days, saith the Lord ; Iwill put my lors
tnto their hearts, and tn their minds will I wyise
them : and their sins and iniguities will I remem.
ber no more. (ilicbrews x. 16, 17.)

Now is the invitation peculiarly precious! De-
cduse seascnable, and very applicable! Now is i,
indeed, applied by almighty power, and spokea
in all the sweetness of pardoning love ' —Come
now, and let us reason together ; even now, though
you have lifted up arms of hostility ag.inst s

now you are coavinced of your sin, and are wnde
willing to lay down your weapons of rebeilion
with which you have been fighiting against Chiist,
and Lis teuth; coine now, wait not to make any
preparation, come just as you are, for pow wiii ]
magnify my free grace in your salvation!

Come unto n.e, now you have tried various ways,
and cannot find any one, for an escape from end-
less ruin; let wus reason together ; 1 have found
out a way, whereby my justice shall be glorified,
and harmonize with mercy in the parden of all
your sins! You are reasening within yom‘seif,
saying, 'There is no hope of being saved, cow
sistent with strict justice,~no pardon, no fory:ve
ness for me;—Cast away this carnal reasoning
about the impossibility of your salvation; MY
grace is sufjicient for you : though your sins be
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as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool !

Such precious invitation being thus, powerfully
applied to the soul, the sinner’s terrific fear of
Divine wrath is all dissipated, and he draws near
to God at a gracious throne. [Iaving, therefore,
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way wiich he hath
consecrated for ws, through the vail, that is to
sayy his flesh ; and having an high priest ocer
the House of God, he draws necar with a true
heart, in full ASSCRANCE OF FAITH, having his
heart sprinkled from an evil conscience. (Hebrews

X. 9.)

This is the blessed effect of faith, teéc‘uing the
sinner to look alone to Christ for pardou, and,

Second, To the RicHTEoUsNESs oF CHRIST
for justification. Being comfortably, and won-
derfully, delivered from the spirit of bondage, the
believer goes on his way rejoicing; looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisker of his faith. He is
filled with all joy and peace in believing; for the
Lord hath put a new song in his mouth, even praise
unto our God, (Psalm xl. iii.) and he addresses
the true worshippers of God, like the Psalmist,
Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will
declare what he hath done for my soul. (Psalm
Ixvi. 16.) He brought me up out of an horrible
Pit, out of the miry clay, azd set my feet upon
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a reck, and established my goings.  He hath given
me faith in Christ, his dear Son—QO precious taith!
I had jfainted, unless I had 5eL1EVED to see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
(Psaln xxvii. 13.) fle is gracious unto me, and
hath delivered me from going down to the pit,
having fourd a ransom—the precious Christ, who
is the Lorp my ricnrrousyess! I now disclaim
my owu righteousness, which 1s as filthy rags,
and look entrely to Christ for justification; for,
beholdy, Ged s my salvation, { will {rust, and
not be afraid, for the Lorp Jrdwovau is my
strength, and my song, he also is become my sal-
vetion. (Isaiah xit 2.

I'aith looks to, and rejoices in, the righteous-
ness of Christ. It desires no other. "T'he believer,
under its animating influence, breathes cut the
desires of his soul to God, like an inspired apos-
tle, I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord ; for
whom 1 have suffered the loss of all things, and
lo count them but dung, that I may win Chrisi,
and be found in him, not having mine vwn righ-
tesusness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the jaith of Christ, the righteousncss
which is of God by faith.—(Philippians iii. 8. 9.)

Taith puts on the righteousness of Christ as the
best robe, the wedding garment, the cnly clothing
in which the soul can appear before God! The
believer wishes thus to be found in Christ, at all
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times ; whenever he waits upon God In the ordin-
ances of his house, or in his more retired and pri-
vate moments, in his approaches to the Lord in
praver, praise, and thanksgiving; in the hour of
death, and at the day of judgment: assured that
he is the only blessed man, wunto whom God im-
putelh righteousness without works. (Romans
iv. 6.)

Iie views himself as eternally justiiled iu this
spotiess righteousness,  Being justified, by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, (Romans v. 1.) was the triumphant lan-
guage of Paul, and is the language of every be-
liever. Ile has pcace with God, for his sins are
removed, and he stands for ever complete in
Clnist! The law of God, which stoed written
against him, 1s magnified, and made lonourable,
m his juctification by Christ’s righteousncss, and,
the once frowning justice now smiles upon him:
For Curist is the end of the law for RIGHTEOUS-
NESS TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH. (Ilomans
X. 4.)

Third, Faith fixes steadfastly upon Christ; which
proves it to be genuine: for it is the nature of
faith to be steadfast, as we read in Colossians
W 5. Joying and beholaing your order, and
the sieadfastuess of your jaith.” The man w.o
has not faith, is like a wave of the sea, driven
with the wind and tossed ; (Jasesi. 6.) while the
believer is built up in his most holy faith upon
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the unmoveable rock of ages! He daily discovery
more of the corruptions of his nature, his weak.
ness, and insufficiency to perform any thing traly
good; for without me, saith Christ, ye can do
nothing. (John xv. 5§) Knowing this, by experi-
ence, he looks to the Almighty Jesus for every
thing, and fixes steadfastly upon him, being as-
sured, that none but Christ can do him any good.
Lor other foundation can no man lay, than that
1s laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians iil,
11.) This is the stone which was set at nought
of you builders, which is become the head of the
corner : neither is there salvation in any other.
(Acts iv. 11, 12.) For thus saith the Lord God,
behold I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone,
tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foui-
dation : he that believeth shall not make haste.
(Isaiah xxviii. 16.) And the reason why he shall
not make haste, is obvious: Faith fixes stead-
fastly on Christ the sure foundation, and gives him
boldness and courage in the day of trouble! The
wicked flee when no man pursucth; but the righ
teous are bold as a lion. (Proverbs xxviii. 1.)

Christ is all in all to the believer: his wishes,
desires, affections, hopes, joys, confidence and
expectations, all centre in the adorable Redeemer;
and he feels, daily, more of the necessity of be
ing saved by his infinitely free grace.

He no longer halts between two opinions, (1
Kings xviii. 21.) nor carnally asks with FPilaté
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What is truth 2 The Spirit of truth hath led him
snto all truth. (John xvi. 13.)) That precious
promise is made good to his soul, Ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
The power and influence of truth have made him
free from the dominion of sin, and all slavish
fear ; and from the erroneous doctrines of the man
of sin. He is no more tossed to and Jro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lay in wait to deceive : but speaking the truth
in love, grows up into him in all things, which is
the head, even Christ. (Ephesians iv. 14, 15.)

False Christs, and false prophets may cry, Lo
here, or, Lo there is Christ, he does not believe
them; he 1s better taught, and knows not the voice
of strangers, so as to be allured by them: he
hears the great Shepherd’s voice, and follows him.
Leaning upon his Beloved, he addresses him in
this joyful, and affectionate language, My heart
is fived, O God, my heart is fived, I will sing
and gioe praise; for m point of justification in
the sight of God, I am determined not to know
any thing save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
Thow shalt guide me with thy counsel, and after-
wards receive me to glory. Whom have I in Hea-
ver but thee ? and there is none upon earth that
L desire besides thee.

In all the vicissitudes and changes which he
Ll



274 THE FAITH OF THE

must unavoidably experience, in this world of mi-
sery and woe, he thus triumphs in Christ: The
Lord liveth, and blessed be my rock : and let the
God of my salvation be exalted. (Psalm xviii. 46.)
Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither
shall fruit be on the vines, the labour of the olive
shall fail, and the field shall yield no meat ; the
Slocks shall be cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls : yet I will rejoice
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salva-
tion. Yor Christ is the same yesterday, and to-
day, and for ever.

His faith, which fixes so steadfastly upon Christ,
¥s a soul-supporting assurance, that nothing can
ever separate from him; relying upon his invin-
cible grace, he bids defiance to all his enemics
ever to cause a separation.

1 have a mansion in his heart,
Nor death nor hell shall make us part, WaTTs,

The world, with its delusive smiles, entices him,
or, by its persecuting frowns, endeavours to deter
him from following Christ; but in vain;_for what-
soever is born of God overcometh the world, and
this is the wvictory that overcometh the world, evet
our faith. (1 Jobnv. 4)

Satan also makes use of a thousand fraudulent
arts, in order to attract him, or by fiery temptation’
strives violently to separate him from Christ: and
this implacable foe certainly would accomplish
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his design, did not Christ hold him fast, for he has
an heart prone to wander from his God: the old
man i3 always ready to yield: but Jesus saith,
none shkall pluck him out of my hand. Faith, in
such a precious promise, looks to Christ, its shie/d,
wherewith he is able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked !

These enticements, and temptations, are over-
ruled for his good; for they have a tendency to
endear Christ to his soul  Thereby he has fresh
instances of the Almighty power of Jesus, to
deliver the godly out of temptation; and, being
more abundantly convinced of his own inability,
to repel the force of the enemy, it causes hin to
cleave closer to Christ, and to look unto him the
Strong for strength.

He trembles at the very thought of departing
from the Almighty Saviour! lis language is,
Lord! to whom shall I go? thou hast the words
of eternal life ; and I believe, and am sure, that
thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Thy name, my inmost powers adore,

‘Thou art my life, my joy, my care;

Depart fromn thee '—’tis death—"tis more,

Tis endless ruin, deep despair, STEELE.

Sin, earth and hell united, cannot move him
from his steadfastness. They may very much dis-
tress him, but cannot destroy him; for he is kept
by the power of God; and is likened unto a wise
man that buile his house upon a rock; and the



