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2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.

I bave fought a good fight, I have finifbed
my courfe, I have kept the jfaith. Hence-
Jorth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous
Fudge, fhall give me at that day: and not
to me only, but unto all them that love bis

appearing.

UCH was the triumphant language

of an apoftle, at the clofe of a tedious

and painful warfare with the powers of
darknefs ; juft as he was giving the laft
blow, laying the vanquifthed enemy at his
feet, and ftretching out his hand to re-
ceive the rewards of vifory. The end
crowns the work. To enter the lifts is
brave ; to ftand the thock of repeated onfets
is braver ftill; but it is the height of bra-
very to dare the enemy, in the immediate
view of the laft grand affault of all. Happy
man, whofe courage thus grew with his dan-

gers, who deemed himfelf a conqueror when
B others



2 The victorious Chriflian

others pronounced him conquered, and tri-
umphed over the king of terrors, when he
yielded up his life into his hands ! A more
ftriking inftance of the mighty power of re-
ligion is perhaps hardly any where to be
met with. Nor is it poflible, 1 think, to
hear the apoftle, circumftanced as he was,
exprefs himfelf in this manner, without feel-
ing a perfuafion that there is a truth in reli-
gion, and that this great and good man was
really poflefled of it.

It is generally agreed that this was his
laft epiftle, and that it was written, as the
poftfcript tells us, when he was brought be-
fore Nero the fecond time, that is, (as we
may from feveral circumftances reafonably
conjeture) when he was under fentence of
death. Indeed he fays himfelf, in the words
immediately preceding the text, that Je was
now ready to be offered, and that zhe time of
bis departure was at bhand : phrafes that very
ftrongly exprefs his apprehenfion of {uffering
a violent death, and that it was now very
near approaching. He was already poured
out, as the word is, * alluding to the cuftom
of libations in facrifices, and his departure
was gt band, or inflantf So that we view

* gairdopas T dolrms
6 him



receiving the Crown. 3

him juft coming forth, as it were, to exe-
cution, with all the f{olemn appendages of
death immediately before his eyes. Awful
moment! Men in common, and with very
good reafon, are greatly thocked at fuch ap-
pearances. Yet, here and there we meet
with a perfon who, through a vehement
paflion for fame, or elfe by mere dint of
fool-hardinefs, fupports with fome appear-
ance of refolution. But where is there an
inftance of any one behaving as the apoftle
did, with fuch fortitude, and at the fame
time with fuch compofure and joy, on any
other principles than thofe of true reli-
gion ? He does not defpife death, and yet
is not {ubdued by the dread of it. The fo-
lemnity of the great event firikes his imagi-
nation, but it does not deprive him of felf-
pofleflion. In fhort, what had paft, and
what was to come, afford him fuch quiet in
the refleGtion, and fuch joy in the profpe&,
that the terrors of the laft enemy, though
perceived, are utterly incapable of fhaking
his refolution. And thus the noble decla-
ration he had made to the Ephefians, when
he took his final leave of them, he bravely
refumes even in the article of death, Nowe
of thefe things move me, neither count I my

B2 life



4 The wittorious Chriftian

life dear unto myfelf, fo that I might fufifh my
courfe with joy, and the minifiry which I bave
received of the Lord Tefus, to teftify the gof-
pel of the grace of God*.

Now in the text, confidered as the dying
words of the apoftle, there are two things
which demand our attention:

I, The pleafing refleCtion he makes on
his paft temper and conduét; and

II. The full affurance he exprefles of the
rewards of heaven.

Each of thefe I fhall explain and illuftrate,
and then attempt fome improvement of the
whole,

I. As to the apoftle’s paft temper and
conduct, there are three particulars he re-
colleCts with pleafure—that he had foughs
a good fight ;s—that he had finifbed bis courfe;
and—that he had 4eps tbe faith. And, in
regard of each of thefe particulars, we are
to confider him both in a private and public
capacity ; as a Chriftian, and a Minifter.

FirsT, He had fought a good fight.
The phrafe is manifeftly agoniftical, and al-

* Adls xx. 24.
ludes
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ludes to the games that were pra&ifed among
the Greeks and Romans. And as it is ge~
neral, and fignifies any kind of ftrife or con-
tention, it may refer indifferently to either
of thofe exercifes, wherein they difputed for
the crown or reward. It will be proper
however to confine our view here to the idea
of a fight or combat. So the fame apoftle
tells the Corinthians, that be frove jfor the
maflery, and that be fought not as one that
beateth the air®.

Now the Chriftian life is often, and with
great truth, compared in Scripture to a war-
fare. And the enemies which the apoftle had
in his private capacity to contend with, were
fuch as are common to all good men. No
fooner do we become the difciples of Chrift,
but we enter the lifts with fin, Satan and the
world, very numerous, powerful and {ubtle ad-
verfaries. We wage war with the appetites,
paffions and corruptions of human nature, with
flefh and blood, with principalities and pow-
ers, with fpiritual wickednefs in high places
—enemies who would fain enflave our im-
mortal minds, overpower the dictates of rea-
fon and confcience, carry us away into cap-
tivity to fin, and fo plunge us in temporal and

b 1 Cor. ix. 25, 26,
Ccver-



6 The victorious Chriftian

everlafting thame and mifery, Time would
fail me were I to attempt a defcription of
the continual confli® in the breaft of a
Chriftian, between grace and corruption, fin
and fenfe, his love of God and his propen-
fity to folly and vanity : were I to reprefent
to you the powerful aids which the evil paf-
fions of the heart receive from Satan, the
God of this world, who is ever watching his
opportunity to {educe us into fin ; and from
fenfible obje@s with which we are furrounded
on every fide, and which have a mighty in-
fiwence to draw us into unwarrantable and
dangerous compliances. Time would fail
me were I to remind you of all the fecret
gins and {nares laid for the ruin of the Chrif~
tian, which are not to be detected and coun=-
teraCted without the utmoft vigilance and
fagacity ; and of all the open attacks made
on his integrity, purity and piety, which
are not to be refifted without great refolu-
tion, firmnefs and obftinacy: were I to re-
count the many bitter menaces of his defpe-
rate adverfaries, the fudden and violent af-
faults they fometimes make upon him, the
deep wounds he receives from their tharp and
poifoious arrows, and the numerous difcou-
ragements, fears and forrows he endures.—

Such
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Such then is the fight in which the Chrif-
tian is engaged, a fharp and bloody, a long
and tedious fight—a ficht that is not to
be difpenfed with, but at the peril of the
life, the liberty and the happinefs of the im-
mortal foul — nay, a fight that will not ad-
mit of a parly, but thould be maintained
inceffantly, from the very moment a man
commences a Chriftian, to the very inftant
he pafles into heaven as a conqueror. This
fight then the apoftle fought, entered upon
it with great vigor and earnefinefs, main-
tained it with increafing ardor and refolu-
tion, and was now juft giving the decifive
blow.

But there were extraordinary difficulties
he had to contend with in the charaer of a
minifter and an apoftle, to which we may
reafonably fuppofe he had his eye in this
expreflion. Every Chriftian is indeed re-
quired, not only to look well to himf:lf, to
his own perfonal interefts; but to defend the
caufe of truth and religion, againft the con-
tempt and oppofition it meets with from a
vain and wicked world. This he is to do,
if not by public inftrution and reafoning,
yet by his in uence and example. But the
minifters of Chrift are obliged to ftand in

the



3 The vittorious Chriftian

the front of the battle, to meet the enemy
in the gate, and to receive the firft and prin«
cipal fhock. The moft public and dan-
gerous poft is afligned to them. So that
they, of all others, are z0 contend earnefily for
the faith once delivered to the faints; and, un-
influenced by the frowns or flatteries of the
world, fo endure hardnefs as good foldiers of
Chrifi. And how the apoftle fought this
fight, amidft peculiar circumftances of felf-
denial, temptation and perfecution, I need
not tell you. It was indeed, as to him, a
bloody fight. Almoft every kind of oppofi-
tion he met with that can be imagined.
From the time of his converfion to his mar-
tyrdom he was in one continual confli®. I
know mnot, fays he to the Ephefians, zbe
things that fball befall me at Ferufalem ; fave
that the Holy Ghoft witneffeth in every city,
Joying, that bonds and afflictions abide me <,
And this fight he maintained to the laft,
with unwearied labor and invincible refolu-
tion, furrounded on every fide with the
moft powerful enemies, Jews, Greeks and
Romans, men of every charaler, rank and
circumftance of life, fupported by the evil
pafions, prejudices and cuftoms of the

¢ Alts xxv 22, 23,
world,



recetving the Crown. 9
world, by the civil magiftrate in many
places, and by the powers of darknefs. Ne-
verthelefs he was not intimidated, He did
not yicld for a moment. He prevailed. —
But, before I difmifs this head, a little no-
tice muft be taken of the epithet he gives to
this fight or contention, in which he and
bis Chriftian brethren were engaged. He
calls it a gosd fight. And it is o on many
accounts.

It is 2 good caufé in which, as the dif-
ciples of Chrift, we are engaged. The
caufe of God and truth, of virtue and ho-
linefs, of liberty and religion. A caufe in
which the honour of Heaven, the welfare of
mankind, and our own truefl interefl, are
immediately concerned. It is not a con-
tention for worldly wealth, dignity and do-
minion, for the applaufe of men, or the
uncertain and unfatis{ying emoluments of
the prefent life; but a difpute about mat-
ters of infinite moment —— matters which
have an immcdiate reference to our well-
being here and hereafter— a difpute whe-
ther God or Satan fhall have the empire of
this world, whether truth or error thall pre-
vail among mankind, and whether grace or
fin fhall bear fway in our hearts. Surel

C thi



10 The witlorions Chriflian
this thercfore muft be @ good fight. 'Tis a
caufe truly noble, and, in refpet both of
juitice and 1mpertance, chalienges all the
difputes in which the braveft heroes, wholfe
actions hiitory has recorded, have ever en-
gaged.
1t is @ good fight, if we confider at whofe
inftance we refolve upon it, and under whofe
banaer it 1s we are cnlifted. Chrift is the
great and good Prince, who hath on our be-
half deciared war with fin and the powers
of darknefs, hath lifted up his ftandard a-
gainft thele mighty enemies, and invited us
to join iffue with bim, in order to their
total overthrow and difperfion. He is our
General, and having himfelf fought his way
through unfpeakable torments, fufterings
and death, hath fecured the victery to his
followers. And furely that muft be @ good
Jedr 1 which he has condefcended to take
a part, and the fuccefs of which by his me-
diation he-has put beyond a doubt.  For 2be
oy that <was fet lcfore bim, be endured the
crofs, defpifing the fhaize. He hath fhewn
us the way, and by being smade perject thiough
Sifferings, is become #he Captain of our fai~
varion.  Look fo him, therefore, Chriflians,
tle Prizce and leader of your fuith; fo will
g you

[v4



recerving the Crown. 17

you acknowledge the fight good, and inftead
of being weary and faint in your minds, will
wax bold and refolute *.

It is a good fight again, as Chrift hath
provided every aid and {upport needful for
the maintenance and happy ifluc of it. Our
enemies, 1t is confcfled, are numcrous and
powerful; and we are of ourfelves unequal
to the conflict. But we go not nuked, help-
lefs and unfupported into the field. We are
not left to our own prudence and {kill, or
our own natural frrength and fortitude. He
the Lerd of bofis 1s on our fide. Infinite wif=
dom and experience mark the path in
which we are to advance, and lead us on to
the attack; and almighty power and good-
nefs fuftain us in the fight, and command
vittory in our favor. 1Ile, the Captuin of
our fzlvation, feachss our hands to war, and
our fingers to fizht; provides us with every
needful weapon, the thield of faith, the hel-
met of falvation, the breaft-plate of righte-
cuinefs, the girdie of truth, and the fword
of the Spirit; railes us up when we are rea-
dy to faif; pours divine flrength and joy
into our hearts when we are about to faint;
and either refirains the fury of the enemy,
or makes us bravely fuperior to it. It Is a

* Heb, i 10, Chap. xil. 2, 3
C 2 con=



12 Tle victorious Chriftian
confederate war. Heaven deigns to take
a part in it: and the alliance on the fide
of the fincere Chriftian is fo firong, that it
is impofilible the powers of darknefs fhould
prevail.

The company alfo with which we affo-
ciate makes the fight good. All the men of
God of every nation, kindred and tongue
under heaven, are engaged in this war. It
1s an army compofed of zbe excellent of the
carth., Some indeed young and unexperi-
enced, yet bold and refolute; and others
veterans, of long ftanding, and who are ca-
pable of animating us by their example and
fuccefs. Thoufands have fought this fight; and
tho” in themfelves helplefs and many times
Gifpirited to a great degree, yet have come off
wore than conquerors. An innumerable com-
pany of confeflors and martyrs are already
got to heaven; and many, very many, have
taken up the weapons they have done with,
and are nobly ftruggling in the fame caufe
wherein they have prevailed. We are en-
compaffed about with a great cloud of wit-
n¢ffes*. Once more, '

It is 2 good fight, in regard of the honors
and rewards appointed the conqueror. Of
thefe I fhall have occafion to fpeak more

b Heb, xil. 1, ° )
parti-



recerving the Crown. 13
particularly hereafter, and therefore forbear
to enlarge here~— Well might the apoftle

then call it @ good fight. Such he judged it
when he firft engag’d in it. Such he acknow-
ledged it to be even when in the heat of
battle.  And it is with peculiar pleafure he
pronounces it {uch, juft as heis ftretching
out his hand to receive the crown.—I Aave
SJought a good fight. To proceed,

SeconpLy, the fame matter he de-
clares in other words, or in a figure of fome-~
what different import — I bave finyfbed my
courfe.

Running was another kind of ftrife or
contention ufed in the Grezcian games; and
to this the apoftle alludes in feveral of his
epiftles, as particularly where he fays, Know
ye not that they which run in a race, run alls
but one receiverh the prize? So run that ye
may obtain’. The rules obferved in this
exercife, and the manner in which it was
conduéted, we have not time to confider :
all we can do is to attend to the general idea
defigned to be conveyed by the phrafe.
Without regarding thercfore the reference
it has to a conteniion or difpute with others,
which thould reach the goal irft; we fhall

1 Corix. 24.
only
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only view it as expreflive of his having juft
fintthed—his courfe of life, as a man; and
—his courfe of duty and fuffering, as a
Chriftian and an apoftle.

1. He had fiugbed bis courfe, was now got
to the period of his life. ¢« My race is run,
“ and I am going off the courfe. I have
¢ {tayed the time appointed me here, and
« muft now enter into ancther ftate. My
¢« part I have atted, and I muft now quit
« the ftage, and make way for thofe that
“ are to fucceed me.” But what was there,
you will fay, extraordinary in all this ? The
term of every man’s continuance here on
carth is fixed, and beyond it noone can pafs.
Such an acknowledgment has therefore no-
thing peculiar in it.  True, Yet the com-
pofure, chearfuinefs and joy with which it
3s pronounced, adds a kind of dignity and
glory to the exprefiion, which renders it
juftly deferving of admiration. With the
utinoft relu@ance, if not anguifh of mind,
many are obliged to fay they have finifbed
their courje.  ‘They would be glad if there
were no end to it, or, however, if the end
were a great way off.  The thought of
psiing out of this life into another is moft
irkfeme and paipful to them. But how

different
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different was the temper of the apolle! He
confidered life as a journey, and was glad
he was got to theend of it.  Death had loft
its terrors, and he was not afraid to {fubmit
to it. A future world was become familiar
to him, and he felt no furprize at the near
approach of it. Nor was his willingne(s to
dye owing merely to the extraordinary trou-
bles he met with, which might be fuppofed
to put him out of humour with the prefent
life, and fo reconcile him to part with it.
But it was the effet of a lively fenfe im-
prefled upon his heart, of the fuperior joys
and pleafures of a future ftate. This made
him nobly indifferent to all the agrecable

connections and enjoyments of this life, and
to life itfelf. So, with a finile on his coun-
tenance, he fays, I have finfbed my courfe.
— But by this expreflion he feems chiefly
to intend,

2. His baving completed his courfe of
duty and fuffering, as a Chriftian and a2 mi-

nifter. This is what the apoftle means

when he fpeaks in the Hedrews?, of the

race that is fet before uss and, in the paflage

jult now mentioned, of our rumning fo that

we may obiain, The life of a Chriftian is
& Chap, %L 1,

an
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an active life. Itis a difgrace to our cha-
racter, and an affront to the folemn pro-
feflion we have made, to fit fill, and indo-
lently neglect all further improvements in
the divine life.  On the contrary, we are to
give diligence to make our calling and eleftion
fire 5 we are to examine ourfelves whether we
are 11 the faith; to fear leff, a promife being
left us of entering into reft, we fhould feem to
come fhort of it 3 to work out our own_jalvation
with fear and trembling ; and not baving yet
attained, nor being already perfect, to prefs
towards the mark, for the prize of the bigh
calling of God in Chrift fefus*. We are to
give the concerns of our fouls the preference
above any other concern, and to purfue their
interefts with greater attention and vigor than
thofe of time and fenfe. Andif this be our
obje@, we fhall pay a ferious regard to the
duties of meditation, prayer, hearing the
word of God, and attending upon the pofi-
tive inflitutions of Chrift. Thereis alfo a
courfe of duty to be run, which hath refpe&
to the glory of God, and the good of our
fellow-creatures, as well as our own perfonal
advantage. We are nof fo lve unto our-
Jelves, but unto him who died for us, and rofe
again ' 5 and fo feck not our own things, but
B Dhilip, il 12, 14 t2Cor v, 15,
thofe
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thofe  whereby awe may cdify one ansther.
Nor hath any Chriftian reafon to complain
that he hath not wherewith to ferve God, or
promote the welfare of fociety. IFor how-
ever flender our abilitiecs may be, greater
good may accrue from a faithful application
of them than we commonly imagine. By
our prayers, example and influence, how-
ever contracted our fphere of altion may be,
we have it in our power doubtlefs to ferve
our generation. IHappy man who hath zeal
and refolution enough to contend with the
many difficultics and difcouragements, which
ever lie in the way of doing good! —Now,
20 finifb our courfe, whether in the chara@er
of private Chriftians or minifters, is to do
the work our Mafter hath appointed us,
humbly, chearfully and refolutely, and to
perfevere therein to the end.

In fuch manner the apoftle could fay at
the clofe of life, he had acquitted himfelf;
fenfible at the fame time of the imperfection
that had attended his beft fervices for the
interefts of truth and recligion, and of the
kind and feafonable affitance he had re-
ceived from the almighty arm of divine
grace. With what mecknefs, humility, pa-
tience, chearfulnefs and conftancy, he ran

D his
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his race of duty, and finithed it at laft, his
hiftory fufficiently declares. To that I muft
refer you, and forbear reciting the particu-
lars of his almoft incomparable example.
Nor can I here enumerate the many grie-
vous afflitions, temptations and forrows, on
which he pleafingly reflects, whilft in the near
view of their happy iflue, with an ecftafy of
joy he thus trinmphs: < I bave finifbed my
“ courfe — my courfe of fuffering as well as
¢ duty. The pain, fatigue and labor I have
< felt whilft running my race,and the thame,
¢¢ abufe and perfecution I have endured, is
“ pow juft at an end. A few fteps more,
¢ and I fhall reach the goal, and feize the
“ prize.”  Which leads me to the

TrirDp particular, that he had 4eps zhe
Jaith.  Faith is fometimes to be underftood
of the grace, and fometimes of the doctrine
of faith. If we take it here in the former
fenfe, his Zecping the jaith, is expreflive of
his having maintained the lively and vigorous
exercife of this divine temper all through
his profeffion. He had walked by faith, and
not by fight°.  And the ffe be had lived in
the flefb was, as he tells the Galatians, &y

2 2 Cor. v. 7.

v
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the faith of the Son of God®. Nor was it
indeed pofiible for him to have fought this
good fight, and to have finithed this courfe
of duty and fuifering in the manner he did,
had he been deftitute of faith, or had the
exerciles of it been weak and faint, and fre-
quently fufpended or over-ruled by fenfible
things. As faith hath the main influence
in the fpiritual life of a Chriftian, and is the
root from whence every virtue and grace
fprings, fo that amazing degree of it to
which the apoftle attained, accounts, and
can only account, for thofe extraordinary ap-
pearances in his temper and conduét. — By
‘his kecping the faith fome alfo underftand
‘his faithfulnefs ; that, having at his conver-
fion and his baptifm folemnly entered into
covenant with God, and with great fincerity
and ferioufnefs devoted himfelf to the fer-
¥ice of Chrift and his gofpel ; he had kept
his engagements, and fteadily maintained his
profeffion unto the end. And fuch was his
chara@er. He had vowed, and he had not
gone back. IHe had taken un oath of alle-
giance to Chrift his Prince and Leader, and
no confideration could prevail with him to
violate that oath.
P Gal. ii. ze.

D2 Bat



20 The vicforious Chriffian

But it is the Ze&rme of faith which I
think the apoftle chiefly, if not wholly, in-
tends — zhe faith orce delvered to the faints
—thbe gofpel of the grace of God—the truth
as it 15 in Jefus: that do&@rine which brings
us the glad tidings of God’s merciful defign
of reftoring fome of the finful race of men to
his favour and likenefs, through the obedi-
ence and facrifice of his Son, and the influ-
ence and operation of his Spirit; and wherein
are given us fuch amazing difplays of wif-
dom, juftice, power and goodnefs.  This
doltrine, which he had not received of man,
nor been taught by man, but by the revela-
tion of Jefus Chrift ; this do&rine, which
had been committed to him, as the fervant,
the minifter, and the ambaffader of Chrift,
to be faithfully difpenfed unto others ; be bad
kept, not fuffered it to be wrefted from him
by the art or malice of falfe teachers, nor
himfelf mutilated, corrupted or perverted it,
nor on any account withheld it from others.
So that his keeping it may intend,

His having faithfully preached it. This
he did wherever he came, and according as
the providence of God gave him opportu-
nity,  To all the churches he could appeal
for the truth of it, as he did to the Ephe-

fians,
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fians, that be bad kept back nothing that <was
profitable to them, but bad fhewed them and
taught them publicly, and from boufe to boufé,
teftifying both to the fews, and alfo to the
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith to-
ward our Lord Tfefus Chrifi'. It may in-
tend alfo,

His having zealoufly defended it.  This
he did both 2gainft the public and avowed
oppofers of it, and againft thofe who fecretly
undermined and perverted it. He reafoned
both with Jews and Greeks, at Antioch and
Athens, by word and epiftle, at the hazard
of all that was dear to him, and even of
life itfelf. Nay, he was jealous of the leaft
encroachment on the gofpel, and on that
liberty with which Chrift had made his
people free; withflanding even Peter him-
felf 70 the face when be was fo be blamed,
and not grving place by fubjetion to falfe bre-
thren, no not for an bour, that the truth of
the gofpel might continue with the church *.
And it may intend, once more,

His fealing the gofpel with his blood,
which he had in effett already done, no con-
fideration whatever having been effe@ual to
prevail on him to renounce his attachment

* Als xx. 20, 21, » Gal. ii. 3, 11.

to
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to Chiift and the truth. ~ Thus had he
Jought a good fight, frif’d his courfe, and
kept the faith. And now we proceed to
confider,

II. The full affurance he exprefies of the
rewards of heaven.  Henceforth  there is
Jaid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, fhall
give me af that day : and not to me only, but
unto cll them that love bis appearing. How
animating thefe words, and what divine
tranf{ports muft his foul have felt while his
pen wrote them ! You will allow me, for
a few moments,—to defcant on the defcrip-
tion here given us of the heavenly blefled-
nefs, in which the apoftle, together with the
reft of the faithful difciples of Chrift, was
interefted ; and then — to touch upon the
grounds of his affurance that he and they
fhould moft certainly poflefs it.

FirsT, Asto the reward he had in profl-
pect; it was a@ crown —a crown of righte-
oufnefls — a crown of righteoufnefs that was
lord wp for him— a crown that fhould be
grven bim — given him by Chriff the righte-

ous Fudge — at that day, immediately upon
5 his
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his diffolution, and more publicly at the
great day of account — and a reward which
to his infinite joy, he fhould thare with the
reft of his fellow-foldiers, even a/l who love
the appearing of Chriff. If it be inquired,

1. What was the reward he expected?
It was a crown, a figure by which he de-
figned to convey an idea of the perfection,
happinefs and glory of the heavenly world.
Various metaphors are ufed in Scripture to
this purpofe. We read of Zingdoms, thrones
and fleptres; of an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away; of a
Jar more exceeding and  eternal  weight of
glory 5 of a city which bath foundations, whafe
builder and maker 1s God; of a houfe in
which there are many manfions; and a pa-
radife wherein there are tfrees bearing all
manner of precious fruits, and a river of

pleafure proceeding from the throne of God
and the Lamb. But herc the apoftle de-

fcribes the rewards of heaven by a crown,
agreeably to the pracdice of the Grecks and
Romans in their games, to which he evi-
dently alludes, To the man who prevailed,
whether at fingle combat, running, wreft=
ling, or in any other of the exercifes, a crown

was
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was adjudged, o /lafy crown *, befides ma=
ny other honors. So, fays he, having fought
my fight, finithed my courfe, and kept the
faith, a crown fhall be given me. I fhall
be declared conqueror in prefence of angels
and men, and be diftinguithed with all the
honors and triumphs of viGory. And a
glorious crown that will be indeed which
fhall gracc the brow of the victorious Chrif-
tian; not a leafy, not a golden crown, not
a crown compofed of the moft coftly jewels
that the cabinets of princes can furaifh; but
a diadem of ccleftial brightnefs and glory,
and which fadeth not away.

Here T might attempt fome faint defcrip-
tion of the dignity, power, wealth and happi-
nefs to which the Chriftian fhall be exalted
in the heavenly world, all which are fignified
by this crown that fhall be given him. I
might tell you of that ftate of perfet free-
dom and uncontrouled fovereignty to which
the immortal mind thall be reftored, in op+
pofition to that ignominious and wretched
ftate of bondage to which, thro’ the apoftacy

* The crown in the Olympic games, which were fa-
cred to Jupiter, was compofed of wild-olive ; in the Py-
thian, facred to Apollo, of laurel ; in the Ifthmian, in-
lituzed in honar of Paliemon, of pine-tree ; and in the
Nemaan, of parlley,

of
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of human nature, it is at prefent reduced.
I might tell you of the change that fhall
pafs on all the powers of the foul, by which
it {hall be refined, cnnobled and enlarged,
and fo become capable of the moft exalted
exercifes, and the pureft and moft fatisfying
pleafures. I might tell you of the fubftan-
tial and increafing joy it fhall feel, arifing from
the immediate vifion and contemplation of
God, from an uninterrupted fenfe of his fa~
vor, from intimate communion with the
blefled Jefus in all his glory, and from the
friendfhip and fociety of angels, and the
{pirits of juft men made perfect. But after
all, it muft it will be acknowledged, if the
Scriptures are to be credited, that the moft
animated defcription of the joys of heaven
falls infinitely fhort of what thofe joys and
pleafures really are. For eye hath not fecns
nor ear hcard, neitber bave entered into the
beart of man, the things which God bhath pre-
pared for them that love hin°.

2. The crown he had thus in profpe&,
was a crown of rightecufhefs. By the moft
violent and iniquitous meafures the princes
of this world, many of them, acquire the
crowns they wear. And the authority which

* 1 Cor. ii, q.

B their
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their crowns give them, they too often abufe
to the vileft and moft tyrannical purpofes.
So that the refpe@ to which the regal dig-
pity intitles them, is the fruit rather of
flavith dread, than of affeGtionate reverence
and efteem. But it is not fuch crowns as
thefe the faints poffe(s in heaven. They are
crowns of righteoufnefs. Crowns to which
they become intitled, not only through the
infinite benignity and goodnefs of him who
hath a right to beftow them, but in a way
perfeéily confiftent with truth, juftice and
holinefs.  Grace reigueth through righteouf~
nefs unto eternal life, by Yefus Chrift our
Lord®.  And thus hath he declared bis
righteoufnefs, that he might be juft, and the
Juftifer of him who believeth in TYefus '—~In
like manner, a perfeion of purity and righte-
oufnefs is one main ingredient of the felicity
and glory of the heavenly world. 4 #be
unrighteous fhall not inberit the kingdom of
God', and nothing that defileth fhall enter in-
to1t’; fo all that peace, harmony and love,
which arc the inleparable concomitants of
truth and juftice, fhall ever prevail there,
In that blifsful world there is no fraud, dif-

P Rom, v, 21. ¢ Chap. iil. 26, "1 Cor. vi, g.

* Reve xxi, 27.
fimula-
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fimulation or hypocrify ; no envy, malice
or malevolence ; no contention for power,
wealth or dominion: but, on the contrary,
righteoufnefs, peace and friendthip main-
tain an undifturbed and perpetual fovereignty
through all thofe happy regions. — Again,

3. This crown of righteoufnefs is Jaid up
for the faints. Which intimates both the
greatnefs of the heavenly glory, and the cer-
tainty of their fecure and peaceable enjoy-
ment of it. ’Tis our moft valuable treafure
that we ufually lay up with care, and in a
place of the greateft fafety. And who fhall
fay what is the value of that treafure which
is laid up for the faints in heaven? "Twas
obtained for them at the expence of the pre-
cious bleed of Chrift ; a confideration which
enhances the worth of it to a degree beyond
the comprehenfion of angels. And who fhall
doubt the fecurity of it, fince the fama Jelus
hath acually taken pofleflion of it, on be-
half of all his faithful followers ? So that, for
its value, 1t infinitely exceeds what the live-
liet imagination can frame an eftimate of 5
and, for its fecurity, is beyond a pofiibility
of being alicnated or deftroyed. Itis laid
up in hcaven, and fo out of reach of the

E 2 envy,
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envy, malice and power of hell.
proceed,

4. This crown fhall be grven the Chrif-
tian, It will be the fruit of the free grace,
and the unmeafurable bounty of the blefled
Ged.  No one will dare claim it upon con-
fiderations of merit; that idea will have no
place in heaven. Nay, it is a circumftance
that will add brightnefs to the crown itfelf,
and greatly increafe the joy of him who wears
it, that God of his free mercy thus beftows
it upon him. O! with what gratitude will
the Chriftian receive it, acknowledging him-
felf moft unworthy, and God moft liberal,
condefcending, and good! The gift of God is
eternal life'. And as thus the free favor
of God is the fource from whence proceeds
all the happinefs of heaven, fo with pecu-
liar pleafure the apoftle realizes this crown as

given him,

5. By the Lord the righteous judre.  Chnft
is the perfon he here intends ~—jefus of Na-
zareth who met him in his way to Damaf-
cus, converted him to the faith, and com-
miflioned him to preach the gofpel to the
fSentiles — His Mafter, Saviour, and Friend,
tor whom he felt the moft ardent and un-

To

' Rom. vi. 21,
con-
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conquerable love, whofe interefts he had
faithfully and affe@ionately ferved, and in
whofe immediate prefence and company 2~
bove he promifed himfelf the higheft fatis-
facion and joy. Me is #be Lord, the great
Prince, to whom, as Mediator, o/ power is
given in heaven and in earth®: who bath the
government on bis (boulder ¥, and a name
written on his veflure and on bis thigh, King
of kings, and Lord of lords*. And he is zhe
Judge who prefides on this great occafion, to
determine who are conquerors, and to dif-
penfe the promifed rewards to them. And
a righteous judge he is, incapable of erring
through ignorance or partiality. So that the
decree he paffes will be agreeable to the
ftricte& truth, and the moft perfe&t juftice;
nor will it fail of receiving the univerfal ap-
plaufe of angels and men.

To the viGorious Chriftian HE, then,
will adjudge the crown, and s 1s hand fhall
place it on his head. And O! who can de-
fcribe the f{weet mixture of majefty and
grace which will beam from his counte-
nance, whilt with foft and folemn accents
his lips fhall pronounce the joyful fentence ?
“ He hath fought a good fight, he hath

® Math. xxviii. 18, * Ifa, ix. 6. = Rev. xix. 16.

¢ finith-
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¢ finithed his courfe, he hath kept the faith.
“ — His be the rewards of vi€tory. — Well
“ done! good and faithful fervant. Enter
“ thou into the joy of thy Lord.” — The
apoftle realizes alfo,

6. The time when this event fhould take
place —that doy. Immediately on his de-
parture hence he knew he fhould be happy.
To which purpofe he elfewhere fignifies his
firm perfuafion, that having given up the
ghoft, he fhould inftantly e with Chrifi,
which s far better than to continue here’.
And, confidering the folemnity of death, and
the prodigious confequences that follow up-
on it, the time when it happens well de-
ferves the emphatical deflcription of zhat day.
But it is the day of judgment, I apprehend,
the apoftle hath here chiefly in view : for
this phrafe he moft commonly ufes, when
fpeaking in his epiftles of that laft great
tranfaction. And O! how will the ftrange-
nefs, variety, and importance of the events
of that day, diftinguith it from every other
day whatever! On a fudden the great arch-
angel fhall found bhis trumpet. The dead,
roufed by that treinendous voice, fhall in-
{tantly rife into life. The Judge, even he

v Philip. i 23, ,
wino
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who the other day expired on mount Cal-
vary, fhall appear in the clouds of heaven,
with a countenance more radiant than the
fun, and attended by myriads of flaming
fpirits. ~ Before his tribunal every indivi-
dual of the human race thall be fummoned.
Their charaders thall be impartially tried,
and their ftate irrevocably fixed. The fen-
tence fthall immediately be executed. Hea-
ven and earth fhall pafs away. And fo fhall
the fcene be finally clofed. Now on this
day, and in the prefence of this vaft affem-
bly, the apoftle aflures himfelf he fhould
receive the crown. — To all which he adds
the pleafing confideration,

7. And laftly, That others fhould be par-
takers with him of this glory. — ¢ The
¢ crown he will give noz 70 me only, but unto
““ all them alfo that lpve bis appearing.” My
time will not allow me to enter particularly
into the fpirit of this expreflive charater: or
I might tell you of the Chriftian’s firm belief
of the fecond appearance of Chrift; of his
thoughtfulnefs about it; of his anxious con-
cern to be in readinefs for it; and of the
joyful hope, with which he fometimes en-
tertains himfelf, of his own intereft in the
favor dnd friendfhip of that great and glo-

6 rions
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rious perfon. He hath not indeed as yet
feen him with the natural eye; but, believing
in him, his breaft hath often glowed with
a warm and affe@ionate love to him. And
while faith hath fometimes prefented this
moft amiable of all objeés to the view of
his mind, he hath rejoiced more than they
whofe corn and wine and oil are increafed.
And in this happy frame, hearing the blef-
fed Jefus fay in his word, Bebold I come
quickly ! with what ardent defire, with what
longing expectation does he reply, Even f
come Lord Tfefus?* To perfons of this cha-
racter, whatever may have been their rank
and condition in the prefent life, and in
whatever age or country they may have
lived, the Lord the righteous judge will
give a crown of glory, Their crowns may
not indeed, all of them, be equally refplen-
dent: a prophet’s and an apoftle’s reward
will probably excced that of an ordinary
Chriftian.  Yet they fhall all be perfe&tly
happy, all pofiefs a fulnefs of joy. And this
circumftance, I mean the felicity of other
Chriftians, added not a little, fuch was the
benevolence of his heart! to the fatisfaction
and pleafure the apoftle felt on this occa-

z Rev, xxils 794
fion,
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fion. ¢ Not I only, but others, many
¢: others, thoufands of thoufands whom no

¢ man can number, fhall fhare with me in
<¢ all the rich {ruits of divine benignity and
ove, and in all the inclimeble bleflings

purchafed by the precious blcod of Chrift.”

frY

&<

a

[4

Thus have we diftantly furveyed the tran{-
porting profpect the apofile hud immediately
before his eyes, at the eve of life, and when
he was juft finithing his warfare, Which
leads me to confider,

Seconpry, The grounds of his Lope.
He exprefles himfelf, you fee, with the ﬁrmvﬁ
aflurance of a future ftate; and of his own
title to the happincis of it. e does not
fay, ¢ There may probably, but there moft
< certainly 75 a crown of Glory laid up for
“ me in heaven.” With the like confidence
he had before afiured Tnnotny *, that Je
buew whom be bad believed, and awas fu-
Juaded that be was able to hEL}‘) that which be
had committed wnto bim againj? thet day
Words evidently {poken with great coolnefs
and deliberation. And however the text is
the language of extaly and trivm}‘h, it is
clearly diftinguifhable from thut of eathu-

* Chap. 1. 12,

a1,
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fiafm and madnefs. For though the infinite
fplendor of thofe great objects, which pref-
fed fo clofe on the eye of faith, might well
diffufe a rapturous joy through his foul;
yet that joy did not deprive him of felf-
poflefiion, nor render him incapable of re-
fleting on the furc and rational evidence
upon which his hope was built. He had
been a refelute oppoier of the golpel, and a
bitter perfecutor of thofe who profeffed it.
At the inftant he was carrying one of his
moft bloody fchemes into execution, that
Jefus whom he perfecuted had appeared to
him, expoftulated with him upon his im-
potent rage, and by a divine energy renewed
and changed his heart. Thefe fats he had
invariably and conftantly aflirmed, giving the
fulleft proof by his clear and nervous rea-
fonings, that he was not himfclf impofed
upon ; and, by his holy and felf-denying
manner of life, that he had no defign to im-
pofe on others. And, more than this, in
the immediate view of death, we fee him
triumphantly realizing the joys of heaven,
as infured to him by the mediatica of that
Jefus whom he had once thus cruelly perfe-
cuted, but afterwards fo affectionately loved
and faithfully ferved.

And
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And now what {ober man, who refle&ts a
moment on thefe things, on the charatter
aad life of the apoftle, and Lis heroic be-
viour in the profpeft of death, can with
for more fatisfactory proof than what refults
from hence in favor of Chriftianity ? Nay,
I will add, that man muft not only be
frupidly incredulous, but criminally averfe
to the pure and benevolent fpirit of the go-
fpel, who does not feel the force of fuch
evidence. It 7s true then, that Jefus rofe
from the dead, that He afcended up into
heaven, that He will quickly come again to
judge the world, and that He will then
publicly difpenfe crowns of glory to all thofe
who obey his gofpel. To the prophecies
of the Old Teftament, to the miracles of
our Saviour and his apcfiles, to the nature
and tendency of the Chriftian dodrine, to
the hiftory of its rife and progrefs in the
world, nay, to the conftiences and feclings
both of good and bad men, who, having read
the Bible, muft have beheld their own cha-
ralters clearly delineated there; to thefe au-
thoritizs, to each of them, to all of them,

I may appeal jor the truth of thele things.
Ti?.us have we confidered, as was pro-
pefed, the pleafing reflection which the apo-
a2 ftle
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ftle makes, at the clofe of life, on Lis pa &8
temper and condut; and the tranfport ng
view he takes of the reward he was bout
to receive at the hands of Jefus Carift. It
remains that we make fome improvement
of what hath been faid.

1. From the account the apoitle here gives
of himfelf we may naturally infer, that it is
no cafy matter to be a Carilian,  Very
flight notions, I fear, tco many entertain of
his facred chara&ler.  Bat, if the Scrip-
tares are true, wiatcver encouragements the

¢ iy

gofpel affords us under a fenle of fin, we
may depead uvpon it the gate is flrait, and
the way narrow that leadeth wito life, and
Jew ebere be who fad 6. We muft roufe
ourlelves from a fupine avd indolent flate,
pat on the whele armour of God enter the
Jiils with the powers of darknefs, and be
content to endure hardnefs as good foldiers
ol Chnift. Ve mus luy afide every weignt,

>

RO S B S T T vy .
and e 4n that doth e;gﬁly befet us; end
th

. ] ]
cur mwand, ron witd

eatienoe Lasrece of daty end {2 i*cmw which
1‘ ovidense hath ot bofore us. In fine, hav-
ing received e gofpel into our hearts by
fui mult icep the precious treafure
; and ret nlve in the firength of God

att
tovil, 14,
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not to part with it, even at the expence of
our lives,

2. It is clear from the apofile’s example,
that the Chriftian, as he advances towards
heaven, may be allowed to look back with
pleafure upon his paft temper and condud,
fo far as they have been upright and com-
mendable. No man tock more pains than
he to difcountenance all appearances of felf-
confidence and vain-glory in matters of reli-
gion. 'The moft dmzmt idea of our merit-
ing the favor of God, to which however
human nature is very prone, he abhorred.
Yet, fenible of the importance of perfonal
charaler, and of the utility of felf-know-
ledge, he every where prefles us with great
carnclinels, £0 examine ourfelves whether we
are in the juitl and fo prove our own work
afluring us ihat fo we fhall beve rejoicing in
ourfelves, end not in another”. And however
we are (o a.reft our eye to Jefus Chrift alone
for ourjuﬁéﬁcation and acceptance with God,
and gratcfuily to remember and acknow-
ledge, t!:mt it is by his grace we are what
we are; YOO A recolicction of paft experiences
of the iwve of God, and of cur fteady at-
tachinent fo Fim amidft furrounding tempta-
tions, wiil have a happy effed, with ‘x s blefl-
2 Lor w5, 4 Gal, vi. 4.
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ing, to foothe cur troubied breafts in feafons
of perplexity and forrow. In like manner,
3. The apoftle’s behavicur on this ccca-
fion teaches us, that it is by no mcais un-
worthy of a Chriftian, or inconfiftent with
ingenuous and evangelical obedience, to be
influenced by the hope of future rewards.
A defire of happinefs is interwoven wita our
conftitution. And our Saviour is fo far from
feparating what God hath thus joined toge-
ther, that He hath in the moft gracicus and
condeicecuding manner taught us, that cur
duty is our intereft, and that what ke re-
quires of us tends to our prefent comfort
and our future and everlafting welfare. La-
bour thercfore, Chrillians, to imprefs your
minds with this unqueftionable truth, that
you ferve not a hard and fevere, but a
mild and gentle Malfter; and that, what-
ever difficultics may attend your profeflion,
through the corruption of human nature and
the unavoidable connections of the prefent
life, zhe ways of wifdom are neverthelefs ways
of pleafentucls, and all ber paths are peace®.
Sct the croewn of glory before your eyes
which you are thortly to wear, and that
wiil make you nobly fuperior to all the re-
luflance you feel at the idea of bearing the

* Frov, il 17,
crofs,
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And, above 2ll, be perfuaded #o fock

unto Jefus, the cutbor and jiniirer of your
Jaith, whbo, for the joy that was fet Zle’fare birm,
endured the crofs, defpifing the J hame, and
is fet down at the right band cof the throne
of God™ Again,

4. How fhould a confideration of the blifs
and glory, which our deceafed Chriftian
friends poffefs in the heavenly world, recon-
cile us to the lofs we fuftain by their diffolu-
tion! When thofe whom we have loved,
and whofe characters we revere, are removed
hence by death, we cannct avoid exprefling
the concern and forrow we fe2l.  And it is
fit we thould. Chrift wept at the grave of
Lazarus. But while fzith brings diftant ob-
je&s near to the eye, and realizes the exalted
honors and ravifhing plealures our dear friends
and relatives enjoy in that other ftate, undue
paffion will fubfide and a calm enfue. And
it is our unfpeakable happinefs, that on this
occafion, mournful as it is, we hav cvery
confideration of this fort to afivrd pleafure
to our minds. The venerzb!

¢ deceafed, for
whom, I doubt not, there are m:ny fincere

mourners in this place, hath fought o good

Jight, bath finifbed his courfe, and kept the

e

Jaith; and is now pofleffed of a crown of glory

£ Heb, xit, 2,

crofs.

which
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whicd fadeth no ¢ away. Great refpect is due
to his mvmqy, and happy fhall T account
myfelf, if, while [ am attcmpting to do juft-

crand cnd of this difcourfe

e to it, the ¢

may be anfered, I mean, the improvement
of this fud providence to the fpiritual profit
of ail who hear me.

NI

Pr. Yslu GiJ had the honor and happi-
ncis to defcend from picus anceftors. He
was born at Keffering in the county of
Northzupton, November 23, 16g7. His thirft
for KSO\:,cdgc even in carly life was fo great,
and his improvements {o confiderable, that
at the age of ten years, as I am informed,
he was able to read his Greek Teftament.
A neighbouring gentleman, accidentally com-
ing to the knowledge of this, would have
perfoaded his parents to fend him, at the
proper time, to one of the Univerfities,
But, as this propoful did not fall in with his
or their religious principles or views, he
continued with them: and by his own in-
duftry, with but littie affifftance from others,
he quickiy made very confiderable progrefs
in his frudics. On November 11t 1716,
he was baptized upon a profetiion of his faith,
and admitied 2 momber of the church at Kes-

5 tering
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tering under the paftoral care of the Rev.
Mr. Wallis, He was foon called to the
work of the miniftry, of the oreat impor-~
tance of which hc was deeply fenfible. In
the year 1719, upon the death of the Rev.
Mr. Stinton, he was invited to preach to
this clurch, and early in the following year

was ordained your paftor. In which office

be continued among you the remainder of
his life, that is, upwards of fifty-one years,
enjoying the rare felicity of being fcarce ever
interrupted in his work by bodily diforder.
His natural and acquired abilities were
very confiderable. He had a clear under-
ftanding, a found judgment, and an un-
commonly retentive memory. In point of
application and induftry he had fcarce his
equal : fo that he commanded alarge com-
pafs of knowledge, and enjoyed a diftin-
guifhed reputation for fubftantial and ufeful
learning. With the oriental languages, Jew=
ith antiquities, and the writings of the rab-
bies he was familiarly acquainted. And how
well he was verfed in the knowledge of the
facred fcriptures none who are converfant
with his works can be ignorant. His merit
in thefe refpets drew the attention of the
Mayifchal college at  Aberdeen,

and  pro-
G

cured
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cured for him, in the year 1748, adiploma,
creating him Do&or in Divinity. But, as he
deemed it his greateft honor to be ferviceable
to the interefts of religion, fo this was the
grand obje& to which he directed all his
literary improvements. And if by thefe
purfuits he was neceffarily precluded from
many f{ocial offices, to which he might
otherwife have attended ; yet that defect was
more than compenfated by the inceffant and
painful labors of the clofet, to which for
the good of others he chearfully devoted
himfelf. Labors fo prodigious, that it will,
perhaps, feem incredible to pofterity, that
one man fhould have been the author of fo
many publications.

That he was a man of ftri® integrity
I believe all will acknowledge. But though
his fteadinefs was fuch, that, having come
to a point with himf{elf upon any opinion
or fa&, he was fcarce ever to be moved
from it; yet, convinced of his miftake, he
was ready to acknowledge it. And though
he knew how with f{pirit to refent an injury,
he knew how alfo with becoming meeknefs
toendure and forgive it. His warmth might
indeed on fome occafions exceed, yet he had
prudence and refolution to check it; and

failed
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failed not afterwards, like a good man as he
was, to feel great pain on account of it.
And however his inflexibility, his reclufe
manner of life, and the fmall fhare he bore
in converfation, might perhaps excite in
fome perfons an idea unfavorable to his
charater, in point of affability and chearful-
nefs ; yet he knew how to be obliging in his
carriage to ftrangers, and could be innocent-
ly pleafant with his friends: {o that few left
his houfe or his company, without fome im-
preflions to his advantage in thefe re{pedts.
His religious principles, which were ftrict-
ly Calviniftical, he maintained with great
warmth—a warmth that procceded, T doubt
not, from a firm perfuafion of their truth
and importance.  Yet, amidft all his zeal,
which was accompanied with undiffembled
picty as well as unfhaken integrity, he had
a charitable and affe@ionate regard for thofe
who held the grand leading principles of
Chriftianity, though they could not agree
with him inhis explanation of fome points.
To exalt and magnify the free grace of God
in the redemption and falvation of finners,
and to exclude all boalting on our part,
were the grand objets of his difcourfes and
writings. But the unfavorable confequences
G =2

which
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which too many were difpofed to draw from
his reafonings, he conftantly denied, and
warmly oppofed : maintaining the utility
and importance of good works, and indeed
their indifpenfable neceflity, as the fruit of
the regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit,
to the chara&er of a real Chriftian, And,
as he was himfelf moft exemplary in his
converfation, fo he heartily concurred i
every meafure to difcountenance a licentious
condud®, efpecially in thofe who made a
profeflion of religion. What grief he felt
when at any time Chrift was wounded in
the houfe of his pretended friends, as well
as the joy he exprefled when tidings of a
different kind were brought him, his family
and thofe who were intimately acquainted
with him well remember, nor will the re-

membrance thereof be eafily erafed from their
mmd“

In the charaler of a Paftor he acquitted
himfelf with great affection, fidelity and con-
Aancy. To the truth of this the tribute of
real and cordial forrow  which yeu, my
friends, nuw offer to his memory, affords the
beft and moft natural teftimony. His clofe

attention to fludy did notindeed allow of his
as you earneftly

viliting vou o frequently
wifhed :
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wifhed : yet his place in the houfe of God he
conftantly filled, as alfo in a weekly LeGure,
which for near thirty years he preached, with
the interruption, Ithink, but of three times.
On a great variety of fubjects, he largely in-
fifted with the views I before mentioned ; and
which, with the blefling of God, proved the
means of the converfion of not a few among
you, and of the edification and comfort of
many others. As he was allowed of God to
be pur in truft with the gofpel, cuven fo be
Spake, not as pleafing men, but God who trieth
the bearts. And being affectionately defirous
of you, he was willing to have imparted unto
you, not the gofpel of Ged only, but alfo his
own foul, becaufe ye were dear unto him.
And, I may add, yc are witneffes, and God
alfo, how bolily, axd juftly, and unblameably
be bebaved himfelf among you : as you know,
alfo, how be exhorted and comforted, and
charged every one of you, (as a father doth
bis children) that ye would walk worthy of
God, whe bath called you: unto bis kingdom and
glery®  Nor fhould I forget to remind you
of what, as I underftand, made a very deep
impreflion on fome of you, I mean the
difcourfes he delivered, with more than ordi-
nary life and energy, at the clofe of his

¢ 1 Thefll il 4, 8, 10, 11, 120
miniftry ;
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miniftry ; and efpecially his affeionate
addrefs to you at the Lord’s table, the laft
time he adminiftered that facred ordinance,
when, as I am told, he was uncommonly
mprefled with the great things of God,
and with the joyful and tranfporting pro-
fpe&@s of a better world.

From that time, the beginning of April
laft, his health was very vifibly on the
decline, and he was himfelf apprehenfive
that his diffolution was nearly approach-
ing. Some notes found in his defk on the
fubjet of preparation for death, and prefaced
with our Saviour’s words, Be ye alfo ready,
were written probably about this time. For
though he was incapable through weaknefs
of appearing in public, he was employed in
his ftudy, more or lefs, to the very laft, orat
Ieaft till within two or three weeks before his
death. During his illnefs, amidft all the
pain and weaknefs that attended him, he was
never heard to make the leaft complaint, but
fubmitted with the greateft patience and
refignation to the will of God; fenfible alfo
of the filial piety and affection of his family,
whom he ever tenderly loved.  Nor was he
only patient and refigned, but ferene and

To a Minifter who vifited him,

chearful,
upon
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upon being atked how it was with him,
he readily declared, ¢ My dependance is
“ on the blood and righteoufnefs of Jefus
¢ Chrift alone, not on any labors of mine,
¢« T confider the Father, Son, and Holy
« Spirit, as equally concerned in my falva-
“ tion. Nor havel any doubt of my intere(t
¢ in the everlafting covenant: this, added
“¢ he, is the foundation of my hope.” In
much the fame terms he exprefled himfelf to
another dear and intimate friend, mingling
many tears with his tender and affeltionate
difcourfe. ¢ I have nothing to make me
uneafly,” faid he to another. And more
than once, I think, repeated the following
ftanza out of Dr. Watts's Hymns ;

He rais’d me from the deeps of fin,
The gates of gaping hell ;

And fix'd my ftanding more fecure
Than "twas before I fell °.

Nor does it appear that his hopes and
comforts were at all fufpended or interrupted.
Some of the laft words, Iam told, he fpake,
were, putting his hands together, ¢ O my
< Father, my Father !” Thus {inking under
the gradual decays of nature, he gently fell

® Hymn 82. 2d book.
afleep
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afleep in Jefus, the 14th inftant, in the 74¢h
year of his age.

Such was the happy and joyful exit of
this great and good man, who having fought
a good fight, finithed his courfe, and kept
the faith, is now poflefled of a crown of
righteoufnefs that fadeth not away. — It
remains that I addrefs myfelf in a few words
to this audience in general, and to you my
friends of this church, and the forrowful
family of the deceafed in particular.

Death is the common lot of all mankind.
It is the awful and juft confequence of fin:
and is to every individual the gate either to
endlefs happinefs or mifery. Wherever it
happens therefore, there is a loud call to all
concerned to confider their ways, to examine
their hearts, and to enquire what ground
they have to hope they fhall efcape the
tremendous confequences of it to the im-
penitent and unbelieving. But there is fome-
thing pecyliarly awakening in fuch pro-
vidences as thefe, I mean the deceafe of fo
excellent and venerable a perfon as him, upon
whofe chara&er and death I have been now
addrefling you. Surely, Sirs, there is a
reality in religion: and thofe great truths,

6 which
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which the Scriptures reveal, which are the
fources of comfort and holinefs to Chriftians
in their way through life, and afford the
only effeGtual fupport to their hearts in the
hour of death; thefe grand truths, I fay, do
deferve our moft ferious attention. How
ftands it then with us? Are we fenfible of
our guilt, impotence, and mifery? Do we
cordially believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift,
who alone can deliver us from the fecond
death ? And are our hearts by a divine
influence formed into the love of God and
true holinefs ? Thefe are queftions of the
moft interefting nature. Let me befeech
you not to trifle with them. And O! may
Ged, of his infinite mercy, by this event fo
fix your attention to them, as that you alfo
may be ready to meet the fummons whenever
it thall come!

As to you my friends of this church, Iam
fenfible your lofs is very great, you feel it,
you are deeply affected with it. But remem-
ber, though your friend, your minifter, your
father is taken from you, Fefus Chrift, the
great Shepherd and Bifbop of fouls, is the fame
yefterday, to-day and for cver. Put your
traft in him.  Offer your fervent and united
prayers to him to rep2ir this breach, by

H fending
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fending you a Paftor after his own heart, who
thall feed you with knowledge and under-
ftanding. Remember him who bad the rule
over you, his inftruions and counfels, his
example and prayers. Be united among
yourfelves. Let fervent charity prevail in your
breafts towards each other. And, while you
fteadily adhere to Chrift and his gofpel, let
there be a noble emulation among you, which
fhall outvie the other in love and good works.
And fo may the peace of God dwell in your
hearts by faith, and the comforts of the
Holy Spirit abound there | ———

And now, to the forrowful and affetionate
relatives of the venerable deceafed what fhall
I fay ? I {fympathize with you my frieads in
all the grief you feel on this fad and tender
occafion. You have loft an affe¢tionate and
indulgent parent. And your lofs is the
greater, as it hath been your diftinguithed
felicity, in the courfc of providence, to fpend
your lives in fo intimate a conneftion with
him under the fame roof. But let not your
forrow exceed. Be thankful to God that
his life was fo long fpared to you. Think
of the blifs and glory he now poflefles in

the heavenly world, And, while you often
call
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call to mind the excellent counfels he hath
given you, and are walking in the path he
trod, comfort yourfelves with the joyful
and tranfporting profpet of meeting him
again, ere long, in the realms of light and
glory above,

THE E N D.
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AT THE

INTERMENT.

N this vault are depofited the remains of

an elder and venerable Brother; who,
having fulfilled a long courfe of labour in
the fervice of his God, is called up to the
prefence of our Divine Mafter, where mor-
tality is fwallowed up of life.

The grave we furround, is not of a com-
mon perfon, or ordinary faint,—1It is the
receptacle of an earthen veflel; alas! now
broken! Late the habitation of a chofen
{pirit, charged with a treafure from on high,
in the wife and faithful difpenfation of
which, by the power of the Holy Ghoft,
many eyes were enlightened, many hearts,
we truft, fubdued to the fceptre of Jefus,

many
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many fair epiftles in Chrift univerfally
known, and not a few in the work of the
miniftry were affifted, to the praife and glory
of that grace, by which our departed friend
was what he was.

On this folemn occafion I might with
freedom and decency expatiate on the fupe~
rior, natural, fpiritual, and acquired talents
of the deceafed ; the general firmnefs of his
mind, his clear underftanding, penetrating
judgment, tenacious memory, great know-
ledge in the feriptures, and other writings
1ubferv1¢nt to their explanation and improve~
ment. Thefe, in connexion with the blef-
fing of God on his unwearied diligence from
his youth, produced thofc large and nume-
rous publications, by which, ¢ He, being
¢¢ dead yet fpeaketh,” and will appear in
future generations, as confiderable an in-
ftance of proficiency in his charalter, as can
be met with in an age.

It pleafed God, who called him early by
his grace, fo to enlarge his underftanding 1n
the myftery of the gofpel, and inipire him
with fuch an ardent zeal for promoting the
knowledge of the truth, thar, being fent
forth, he approved himtelf an able minifter
of the New Teftament, at a time of life

6 when
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when the generality of thofe who are par-
takers in the fame gift, if under a profeffion
of religion, are comparatively as babes: —
Thus furnifhed and animated our young di-
vine, like David, when a ftrippling in na-
ture, went out to fight the Lord’s battles. —
In the name of the Lord he did valiantly ! —
The weapons of his warfare were not carnal,
but mighty, through God, to the pulling
down of ftrong-holds, cafting down thofe
proud imaginations, or reafonings of the
fleth, which exalteth itfelf againft the fove-
reignty of God in the ways of his grace,
that he might bring into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Chrift; and
with what fuccefs, in many inftances, to the
confufion of the adverfary, and the joy of
the faithful, let Zion declare.

Nor is it the leaft part of his public cha-
racter, that however he excelled in various
refpects, he never thought himfelf too great
for the ftation of an ordinary paftor in a
particular gofpel fociety or church; he juftly
eftcemed it an honour to be invefted with
the overfight of a people gathered in the
Lord, according to the dictates of the {pirit
in his word ; he afpired no higher, in point
of office, and though the fruit of his ftudics

I were,



58 The Addrefs

were, by the prefs, extended to others, even
in diftant parts of the world, his perfonal
miniftry from the pulpit, and otherwife, was
regular and f{teady in the community over
whom he prefided ; there he ftood, being
rarcly abfent, more than half a century, as
a diligent and faithful thepherd feeding his
fleck, dearly beloved, as ¢ the church of
¢ God, which he hath purchafed with his
¢ own blood.”—A facred regard to this di-~
vine inftitution is of the greateft importance;
without it the vifible kingdom of Jefus can
never long flourith or even exift in any na-
tion under heaven, for this is the manner
eftablifhed, in every place, by the infpired
firft minifters, whom the rifen Lord com-
miflioned to teach his difciples to obferve
all things what{oever he had commanded
them; faying, ¢ Lo I am with you alway
¢« to the end of the world.”

The writings of our eminent author
chiefly turned on the moft interefting points;
he did not trifle away his gifts on matters
of ipeculation, or on fubjeéts foreign to the
defign of his miffion: No, they were nobly
exerted in the defence or reprefentation of
thofe divine myfteries, of which every chrif-
tian minifter is a fteward ¢ The falvation of

God



at the Interment. 59

God by his Son, the only begotten of the
Father, thrcugh the agency of the Holy
Ghoft, was the fubftance of his theme; he
thunned not to declare the whole countfel of
God, in the choice of a people to glory,
through fan&ification of the Spirit, and be-
lief of the truth, but, being determined to
know nothing fave Jefus Chrift and him cru-
cified, dwelt much on the glory of his per-
fon, who is the exprefs image of the Father,
the nature and importance of every office in
his mediatorial characer, his compleat a-
tonement, everlafting righteoufnefs, and all-
{ufficient grace, the holy ends and bleflfed
effeCts of his mercy to finners, and the f{a-
cred ordinances and means for perfeCting
the faints in a life of faith: Thefe, and every
other article relative to the gofpel, did this
excellent perfon handle with fidelity and ikill,
diffufing his knowledge in the myftery of
Chrift, to the fatisfaGtion and advantage of
many, now rejoicing on carth, or in heaven ;
who will be his crown In the laft and great
day, and fome, who never will fee his face
in, the flefh, are aflifted by his labours in
the work of the Lord, to the edification of
his people.

12 But,
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But, alas ! — What is man! — What is
the prince of a man! Of a man to whom the
Lord hath given largenefs of heart, or an
exceeding underftanding ! — What though
he be invefted with all authority, and every
opportunity is afforded for his long extenfive
ufefulnefs; though he advance as a tree
planted by the waters, that fpreadeth her
roots by the river; yea, though year after
year, and that for an age, his leaves are ever
green, and in his feafon he produces much
fruit, and fatiates many; yet, alas! he is
the Son of Adam; he is taken from the
ground ; foon ¢ his breath goeth forth, he
“¢ returneth to his earth; in that very day
‘¢ his thoughts perith !” Lo, here an in-
ftance | — Behold and lament! — He that
fpake with the enemy in the gate; whom
the adverfary feared ; a principal fhepherd
of the flock is fallen, and no more! He is
veiled in filence and darknefs ; his face is
now covered for ever! Alas! thofe eyes once
intent night and day, neither weary nor dim
to the laft, in perufing the oracles of God,
and other book: fubordinate to his work, are
now clofed in ceath ! Thofe lungs and lips
fo long exerted in blowing the joyful trum-
pet of the gofpel are fealed up and motion-

6 Iefs,
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lefs, and the precious hand that guided the
pen of a ready writer is perifhed in the duft |
Alas! his breathlefs corps we refign to the
grave ! Yet, blefled be God, in a good hope
of its part in the refurretion of the juft,
when the chief Shepherd fhall appear, and
reward his faithful fervants with a crown of
glory which fadeth not away! Then, we are
perfuaded, our departed friend will appear
among the wife, who have turned many to
righteouinefs, and fhine a flar of the firfk
magnitude in the kingdom of our Father ;
for he believed, and therefore fpoke, and died
in the faith of Jefus whom he preached. Ia
the near views of eternity he was fo highly
favoured as to have not the leaft thadow of a
doubt concerning his fecurity in the blood
and righteoufnefs of the Son of God, on
which he had placed all his dependance for
juftification from fin, and acceptance with
the Moft High, though he had been ho-
noured as an inftrument of great fervice to the
church, which fhall not lofe its reward; fog
we know that ¢ bleffed are the dead who
¢ thus die in the Lord ; yea, faith the Spirits
¢ they reft from their labours, and their
“ works follow them.”

Thus
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Thus went #5/s man !—And fhall we not
mourn ? Jefus wept, may I fay, on a lefs
forrowful occafion : It does not appear that
the deceafe of Lazarus was a lofs to the
public; be that as it may, #4is certainly is:
What fenfible perfon, who loves the truth,
or feeks the profperity of Jerufalem, in
whatever external habit, can fail of being a
real mourner in his heart, when he fees a
firft-rate minifter cut down and numbered
with the dead, and efpecially when there is
a manifeft and fad decay from the fimplicity
of the gofpel, and from vital religion; as a
natural confequence of which, alfo every kind
of wickednefs, and a general diffipation aw-
fully prevails, and threatens the land !

What ufe thall we make of this breach ;
this affecting difpenfation of Providence !—
Permit me,

My honoured brethren, in the like pub-
lic character ; let us mutually fympathize :
Are we not ourfelves deprived by this ftroke ?
Who of us is not ready to fay, or may not
with decency cry in the language of Elifha,
when Elijah was caught up to heaven;
¢ My Father, my Father; the chariot of
¢ Ifrael and the horfemen thereof I"—May

a double portion of the Spirit of wifdom in-
creafe
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creafe our knowledge of Chrift; and fince
we have a freth mournful inftance that our
fathers pafs away, and the prophets muft
die, let us know our own frailty, and, while
we exert our utmoft in the ardent fervice of
our facred fun&ion, beware left by any af-
feCtation or miftaken zeal we offer violence
to thefe feeble frames, and bring on an un-
timely incapacity for ufefulnefs, yet perfe-
vere with a becoming fervency; ftill watch-
ing for fouls, as thofe who mutt thortly give
account, that we alfo may finith our courfe
with joy, and the commiffion we have re-
ceived to teftify the goipel of a gracious
God.

Doubtlefs many come to this place, with
an heart full of forrow, to pay the laft tri-
bute, and bid a final adieu to the dead body
of this worthy perfon; once the admiring
and attentive audience where he ftatedly la-
boured; let me fpeak freely, 1n love to your
fouls; you do well in the midft of your
weeping, each for himfelf, to put home this
queftion :—What improvement have I made
by the rich means, many years enjoyed, under
fo able a preacher? Are any of you, after
all, not doers of the word, but bearers only ?
Deceive not yourfelves! — You have heard

this
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this great man; and it may be valued your-
felves on the choice of his miniftry: Be not
ofteided. — The greater your condemnation
if you die in unbelief. How often, Sir, did
your late teacher urge the importance and
neceffity of repentance towards God, and
faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift; and art thou
ftill in a ftate of rebellion, and without a
real or vifible fubjeGtion to the Redeemer ?
Take heed, left his extraordinary abilities,
labour, and faithfulnefs, aggravate thy con-
demnation in the laft and great day, when
all they fhall perith who obey not the go-
{pel!

But ye, my Chriftian Neighbours of that
church, fo long the charge*of our excellent
Brother, and efpecially fuch among you who
claim him as your fpiritual Father; your lofs
is great, and many feel with you! — Come,
behold where he lies, whom you followed
as an he-goat, your guide! See him pafled
before you through the dark valley, and
over the {wellings of Jordan, on the eternal
fhore of the heavenly country! Hear the
vaice of his grave! It loudly calls on you
to remember him that had the rule over
you, and all his life fo faithfully fpoke the
word of God to you, Doth he not fay,

from
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from the mouth of this cave, ¢ Be ye fcl-
4 Jowers of me, even as I am of Chrift?”
Tears, however becoming, are not all that
is due to the memory of a man who brought
a fingular credit to the community over whom
he prefided : let patient refignation to the di-
vine will, your order and the ftedfaftnefs of
your faith in Chrift, your unanimity and
judgment in the choice of a fucceffor, your
love to one another, and the whole of your
{pirit and condu@, hold forth the word of
life, and manifeft that your late paftor ran
not in vain, nor laboured in vain: It is the
praétice of thofe holy truths he diligently
taught you that will honour A4 charaéter or
vindicate your owr.

As for you, my dear friends, the near
relations of the deceafed; it is a relief that
you fhare with him in the bleflings of gr..ce:
Let your eonfolation under this trial be
drawn from that covenant, which is ordered
in all things and fure: May the connexion
with which you have been honoured in
providence prove f{ubfervient to your prefent
and future advantage; the few remaining
ddays of this tranfitory ftate improve the
talents you are endowed with, in promoting
the fame glorious caufe of God and truth,

K in
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in which your worthy parent was embarked,
and of which he was fo able a defender, that
in the end you may enter the reft, where his
feparate fpirit, uncloathed of this body of
fin and corruption, and free of all imper-
fe&ion and weaknefs, is folaced before the
throne, and the Lamb, in fulnefs of joy.

And now; what man in this large
affembly, however induced to join the
fpettators, can go unconcerned from this
field of death, and the funeral folemnities of
fo extraordinary a perfon? Do I fpeak to
a thoughtlefs fellow-mortal in his fins ?
O friend, 1 befeech thee, take warning :
if thdu hear not that gofpel publifhed by this
herald of life, and which continues to be
proclaimed in thine ears by furviving
preachers of the word ; if thou believe not
in the Lord Jefus Chrift, thou muft thortly
go down to the duft without hope! There is
no exchange for thy foul, unlefs thou par-
take in the redemption of Jefus, who having
put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf is
fat down at the right hand of the Father,
and is able to fave them to the uttermoft that
come unto God by him.

Finally, Beloved, let us comfort one anc-
ther that the gofpel, fo nobly teftified by

6

our
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our dear departed brother, is everlafting.
Minifters die, yet the word of the Lord, and
his ftatutes which they report in his name
remain alive and in power: In this living
word of the eternal gofpel we fee death dif-
armed of its fting, and have a certain profpe
of a refurre@ion unto an endlefs life. The
haughty king of terrors may boaft when the
faints, and {till more when the prophets of
the Lord fall under his dominion, for a
feafon, but we know that his triumph is
fhort: True, there is no difcharge in this
war, but thanks be to God he hath given
us the viGory! The laft enemy, however
infatiable or threatening, is doomed to an
inevitable deftru@ion, as it is written ;
“ O death I will be thy plagues! O grave
1 will be thy deftru&tion!”—Nor is there
any delay of this blefled hope, for ¢ He
which teftifieth thefe things faith, furely,
I come quickly.” O that every foul attend-

ing this tomb could cordially reply, Amen;
even fo come Lord Jefus!

FINTIS



