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moft abufive language, unbecoming men of
learning, by fuch as Scaliger, Drufys, and
Voffius, as if they were men but half
learned, half divines, mere fools, {ceptics,
&c. but of late 1 obferve this confidence
abates, and learned men begin to think
that it is far from being a determined
point, what were the original characters of
the Hebrews. The learned authors of the
Univerfal Hiffory * have taken the fide of
thofe who are againft the Samaritan cha-
raters, and are for the fquare letters be-
ing the original Hebrew, and have given
their reafons for it; and I hope to make it
appear, at leaft probable, that the Fews al-
ways had and retained their letters and cha-
ra&ers, and alfo the Samaritans theirs; and
that there has been no commutation of let-
ters between them: and to begin

Wiru the Fews; though we cannot
come to any certainty of their ancient letters
and characters, yet there is a probability that
they were the fame in which their facred
writings are now extant; and this is all I
fhall attempt to fhew.

IT has been obferved that the Hebrew
alphabet is the firft of the oriental lan-

D 4 guages,
3 Vol. xvil, p. 302, 304.
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guages, from whence the reft have re«
ceived theirs; but in name only, notin
fignification ; for the fignification of the
names of the letters in the alphabet only
correfpond with the figures of the {quare
letter ; indeed though the Hebrew alpha-
bet is obferved in order no lefs than
twenty times in the Old Teftament, Pfal.
XXV, XXXvil, cxi, cxil, cxix. eight times,
cxiv. Prov. xxxi. Lamentations fix times,
yet not the name of one letter is given; but
in the Sepruagint verfion of the Lamenta-
tions, made three hundred years before
Chrift, the names of all of them are
givea jult as they now are. The Greeks
had the names of their letters very early,
not only before the writing of the New
Teitament, in which mention 1s made of
fome of them, as of lora, Alpha, and
Omega; and in Fofepius * of Theta, and
Tau; but Herodotus®, who wrote his hii-
tory between four and {ive hundred years
beiore the birth of Chrift, obferves, that
the Perflan names end in a letter which in
the Doric diatect is called Saz, and in the
Jon:e dialect Sigima. Plato, as early, makes
3 men-

* Anign. li.c. 6. ® Clio, five L i. ¢, 139.
1 in Cratylo, p. 271, 284, 286, 289, 292, 297, Ed.

Ficin.
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mention of the names of feveral of the
Jetters of the Greek alphabet ; and Homer,
fome hundreds of years before them, has
the names of the whole Greek alphabet;
for his works, both his J/iad and his Ody/-
Jey, the feveral books of them, have their
titles from thence, and are called by their
names; unlefs it fhould be thought, as it
is by fome, that the titles are added by
fome ancient Grammarians ; which names
are chiefly taken from an Eg/ffern alphabet:
and as the Greeks are generally fuppofed
to have their letters, at leaft moft of them,
from the Phanicians, they doubtlefs had
the names of them along with them ; and
Disdorus Siculus § exprefsly fays, that as
Cadmus brought the letters from Phanicia
into Greece, fo he gave to every one their
names, as well as formed their chara&ers;
and as the Phenician, or old Samariian
alphabet confifted of letters of the iame
name, though of adifferent charatter from
the Hebrew, it may reafonably be fuppoied
that the names are derived {rom thence as
the language is but a dialect of the He-
brew, with a little variation and defloxion
from it; fo that the Hebrews had thefe

names
4 Eibliothec. lib. 3. p. 200.
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names originally; and it cannot be thought
otherwife but that when their letters were
firt invented, and marks made for them,
but names were given unto them; and Ca-
pellus * himfelf is quite clear and express
in this matter: ¢ before the age of Cad-
“ mus the Phanician, he faysi. e. 1450
« years before the birth of Chrift, the He-
« fgreew letters had their own names, and
¢ indeed the fame with thofe by which
¢t they are now called, as is plain by com-
* paring the Greek alphabet with the HHe-
¢t jprew;” and alittle after he fays, the fame
names of Hebrew letters are as they were
three thoufand years ago : now the names
of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet,
though adopted by others, only correfpond
in their fignification with the figure of the
fquare letters now in ufe : thus according
to various writers®, 8 Alepd the hrft
letter, fignifies an ox, and its figure refem-
Bles the head and horns of one, and as
that, gives the lead to the reft; 2 Beth, an
houfe, and it reprefents one, its foundation,

wall,

® Arcanum punétat. Revelat. 1. 1. c. 12. b Vid,
Schindler. Lexicon Pentaglott. Herman. Hugonem de
prima Scribend. Orig. c. 7. p. 69. &c. Wafmuth Vindicie
Heb. par. 1. c. 1. p. §2 £6. Marckii Exercitat. ad Matt.
v. 18. Bedford’s Chronology, p. 497, and Dr. Gregory
Sharpe’s Origin of Languages, p. 6o, &c.
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wall, and roof, which with the Hedrows
was flat; 3 Gimel a camel, and it has
the figure of its long neck and bunch
on its back ; Y Daleth a door, and it de-
{cribes the lintel and poft of one ; v what
it fignifies and reprefents is not eafy to fay :
1 Vau, an hook, and it refembles one;
3 Zajin, fignifies armour, and has the figure
of a dart, fpear, or club; 1 Cheth a beaft,
and its pofition is like that of a qua-
druped ; » Terh, folding or involving, as
is the form of it; * Jod, an hand, the {mall
part of it the finger, it reprefents; 3 Capb,
the hollow of the hand, or a curvature,
as its figureis; 9 Lamed, a goad, and it is
like one 5 # Mem,a {pot as is imprefled on
the hollow of the hand; 5 Nu#n,a {on, child,
or infant, and it is thought to refemble
one fitting; O Samech, a fupport, the pede-
ftal of a column, to which it is not un-
like; ¥ Ain, an eye, and it is the figure
of one open; 2 Pe, a mouth, an open
one; ¥ Tzadde, a fork, and fuch isits fi-
gure; P Koph, a revolution, a femicircle,
with a defcending line, or a monkey, hav-
ing the tail of one: = Ref®, the head, the
hinder part of one it refembles; & Schn,
a tooth, and 1s the figure of three teeth ;

N Thar



[ 44 ]
n Thau, a mark, fign, or border, being
the boundary of the alphabet. Now the
figures of the letters of the alphabet, nei-
ther in the Samaritan charalers, nor in
any other but the f{quare, will anfwer to
the fignification of thefe names.

As the Hebrew language was the firft
and primitive language, and was ipoken by
Adam, as has been (hewn, it is probable
the letters were firft invented by him, as
fome have thought ¢ fince as nan is not
only a f{peaking, but a focial animal,
it can hardly be imagined that _ddam
fhould live fo many years, and not confider
the advantage of letters to his pofterity,
and atempt to form fuch for their ufe ; nor
could arts and fciences, which no doubt
were found out in his time, be well culti-
vated without the ufe of etters. It is
certain fome of the arts and fciences were
in ufe before the flood, Gen. iv. 21. and
very probably aftronomy, as it muft be, if

there

¢ Svidas in voce Adwpn. Hermannus Hugo, ut fupra c. 3.
Bibliander & alii in ib. The Jews afcribe feveral
writings to 4dam, Wolfi1 Bitlioth. Heb. p. 110, 111. Inthe
T« ud they {peak of the book of the firt 4dam, T Bab.
Bava Metzia, fol. 85, 2. and of a book the angel Raxiel
gave him, which bears the name of that angel, Zchar in
G . fol. 43, 3. Somc writers make mention of a book
compofed by Abel the fon of Adam. See Bangi Ceelum

Orient. p. 103, 123,
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there is any truth in the hiftory of the
pillars erected by the pofterity of Sezh,
which muft make writing neceflary, as
Huygens * obferves : befides, 1t is not rea-
fonable to fuppofe that A4dam himfelf
fhould be without the knowledge of the
{ciences, fince the very firft fight of the
heavenly luminaries would lead him intoa
contemplation of them, and to make fu-
ture obfervations upon them ; and by ob-
ferving their motions, appearance, and dif-
appearance, their revolutions, and the
diftin&ions they made of days, months,
and years, and of the feafons, of fummer
and winter ; he muft obtain by degrees a
confiderable knowledge of this fctence.
Some have thought © that the knowledge
of all things natural, both terreftrial, as
plants, &c. and celeftial, was of God in~
fufed into him, and implanted in his na-
ture; and in what{oever way he had it, it
may be reafonably concluded that he
would communicate it to his pofterity,
which feems to require the ufe of letters ;
and Scaliger ¥ made no doubt of it that
the art of printing was known by him;

though

4 Cofmotheorof. fol..10. p. 56. ¢ Vid. Lydiat de-
fenf. tratt. de ann. form. ¢. 8. p. 26. ¥ Apud Lydiat. ib,
P. 123,
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though that is not very probable, yet he
might have the knowledge of letters, and
of the ufe of them; indeed the Indian
Brachmans 5, and the ancient Druzds ® and
Pyihagoras * taught their do&rines without
the ufe of letters; but it was not through
want of them, nor through mere neglect
of them, but becaufe they had fome pe-
euliar ends to anfwer thereby : now if let-
ters were invented by Adam, it feems moft
reafonable that as his language, {o his let~
ters were continued to the times of Noah,
and were communicated in the times of
Shem through the families of Eber and A-
brabam to the people of Ifrac/; and though
the precife charalter cannot be determined,
it is moft probable, it was the fquare cha-
ralter, as being the moft exprefiive, per-
fect, and elegant, The Jewith writers
are quite clear in this matter, that not only
the letters but even the points and accents
as they now are, were known to Adam,
being taught him of God; as the author
of the book of Cofr7*, and his commen-
tator R. Fudah Mufcatus .

Ir the pillars fet up by the fons of Sezs

could

¢ Alex. ab. Alex. Genial. dier. 1. z. ¢, 30. b Ceafar,
Comment. L. 6. c. 13. ' Alex ab. Alex. uf fupra, ¥ Cofi
par. 4. f. 25. ! Comment. in ib. fol. 229, 1.
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could be depended on as genuine, there
would be proof not only of the arts and
{ciences, particularly aftronomy, being
known and taught, but of letters, and
their ufe in their days; and to Sezh himfelf
the invention of letters has been afcribed ™
Fofephus ® fays, the pillars erected by his
potterity continued to his time : but it is
not likely that thefe pillars, the one of
brick, the other of ftone, thould furvive
the flood ; and the account he has given of
the place where they ftood, is very dark and
intricate 5 he calls it the land of Syriad,
but whether he means Syriz, or a place
in the land of Egypz, or Seirath near Gil-
gal, Judg. iii. 26. each of which is guefled
at °, cannot be determined ; nor does he
give us the leaft hint what kind of charac-
ters were upon them; and indeed had the
pillars been really in being, it can fcarcely
be thought that the characers could be
legible, or that even conjectures could be
made of what they were. In Syriz and
Mefopotamia are {aid to be {ome ancient
books of the Zabians, which they pretend
to be the patriarch Sez4’s ? 5 and the dradic

writers

m Vid. Suidam in voce Tuf. " Antiqu, 1. 1. c. 2.

© Vid. Marfham €anon. fecul. 1. p. 3. + Prideaux,

Prefat. ad Marmor, Arundel. & Voffium de ztate mundi,
€. 10. p. 37. P Prazfat. Hyde ad Hift. Relig. Perf.
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writers fay 4, that Sezh was the inventer of
writing letters, and fhewed them in the
Hebrew tongue. If the account that is
given of Cainan, the grandfon of Sezh,
could be credited, it would not only prove
the ufe of letters in thofe early times, but
that the Hebrew lctters were then ufed ;
the account is what is faid to be fent by
Alexander the Great, when in India, to
his matter Ariffotle, and is as follows:
<« When Icame to fuch a place in India,
¢ fays he, the natives told me that they
« had with them the fepulchre of an an-
¢« cient king that ruled over all the world,
«« whofe name was Caznan, the fon of
« Enos, who forefeeing that God would
¢ bring a flood upon the earth, wrote his
¢« prophecy of it on tables of ftone, and
“ they are here; the writing is Hebrew
¢« writing.”

EnocH, the feventh from Adam, deli-
vered out the prophecy referred to by the
apoftle Fude, ver. 14, 15. but whether it
was written 1S not certain; it is not im-
probable it might be: the Jews make men-
tion of a writing of his in their ancient

book

9 Elmacinus apud Hottinger. Smegma, p, 228. T Ju-
chafin, fol. 3..2. fo Ben Gorion, I. 2. c. 18. p- 13{..

L)
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book of Zohar®, and in the Targum of
“fonathan on Gen. v. 24, he 1s called the
great fcribe; and feveral of the chriftian
fathers fpeak of a book of his as authen-
tic, as Tertullian t and others; and the A4ra-
bic writers ® tell us of pyramids and pil-
lars ere¢ted by him, on which he engraved
the arts and the inftruments of them; and
fome writers ¥ afcribe the invention of
letters and writing of books to him; but
what charaéers he wrote and engraved in
are not faid : others * have pretended to
give the alphabets of Adam, Seth, Enoch,
and Noab s but the charalters they give
neither agree with the Hebrew nor with
the Samaritan, and are mere figments,
and are no more to be depended on than
in what the prophecy of Ham the fon of
Noah was written, out of which Phere-
cydes the Syrzan, is faid to take his allego-
ries Y. If Abrabam the anceftor of the
Jewith nation was the inventor of letters, as
fome fay, the Hebrew charalters might

E bid

*InGen. fol. 53. 2. and 74. 1. t Pe Cultu famin.
L. 1. ¢. 3.vid. Bangi Ceelum Orient. Excrcitat. 1. 24. Qu. 3.
* Abulpharag. Hift. dynaft. dyn. 1 p, 9. ¥ Vid. Hugo. de
orig. fcribendi, c. 3. p. 41. Shalfhalet Hakabala fol. g4, z.
*Vid. Bangi ut fupra, Exercitat 2.Qu.1.p 100, TOI. 104,
103, y Vid, Clem. Ale, Stromat. I, 6. . 64z.
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bid fair to be the firft; nay, Swidas fays =
they were the facred letters he invented ;
and to him is fometimes afcribed the caba-
lijtic book of the Fews called Ferzirab ®.

Some of the Jewith Rabbins fay, that
the grains of manna which fell from hea-
ven about the tents of the Ifraclites in the
wildernefs were figured with the character
of the Hebrew letter y Pau very perfettly
exprefled ; and that that is the principal
reafon why the wondering Ifraclites faid one
to another NW1 0 Muan hu, which ac-
cording to them is to fay, what means this
wvau ¢ the reafon of which figure they fup-
pofe to be, becaufe the manna was only to
be gathered on the /ix days of the wezk,
which that letter numerically fignifies:
this is to be, treated as a mere fable, nor
have I met with it in any writer but Gaf-
farellus * 5 all the advantage I make of it
is this, that thofe Rabdbins who relate this,
believed that the {quare letters were in ufe
before the giving of the law, for fo early
was the original defcent of the mannaj;
and indeed if the Ifrac/ites did not under-

3 ftand

zTn voce ACpxap, vid. Heeman Huago. ut fupra. p. 41
* Cofri par 4. . 27. Juchafin fol. 2.2, ® Unheard of
Curiofitics, pai. 4. ¢. 12. p. 352,
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ftand letters before the giving of the law,
of what ufe could the writing of it be
unto them ? and to what purpofe was it
written and brought unto them.

IT is not only the opinion of fome
Chriftian writers © that the Hebrews re-
ceived their letters firft from Mofes thro’
the giving of the law unto them, but even
Eupolemus, an heathen writer, as quoted
both by Clement of Alexandria $, and Eu-
Jebius ¢, affirms that Mpfes firft delivered
letters to the fews, which is received by
manyf ; however this be, it is certain, the
law was written in letters engraved by
God himfelf, and given to Moy/es for the
Ifraclites ; and it is moft probable, as has
been already obferved, that thofe letters
were not the ill-fhaped letters of the Sa-
maritans, the fame with thofe of the cld
Phanicians or Canaanites, but the noble,
majeftic {quare letters, in which the books

of the law and prophets are now extant.
E 2 Philo

¢ Vid. Aug. de Civ. Dei, L. 18. c. 39. Ifidor. Origin, 1. 1.
c. 3. and chronic p. 263. ¢ Stromat. 1. 1. p. 343.

¢ Prepar. Evangel. L. g. ¢ 26. f So Clemens Roman.
Cornelius Agrippa,Crinitus, Textor, Gyraldus apud Herman.
Hugo ut fupra, MS. in Vatican. Biblioth. apud Wafer. de
Numis Heb 1.2 ¢, 3. vid. Owen, Theologoumena l. 4. Di-
grefl. 1. p. 301.
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Philo the few®, fays, the law was anci-
ently written in the Chaldee language, that
1s, in the Hebrew language, properly fo
called; for, as ferom" obferves, Philo
thought the Hebrew and Chaldee were the
fame language ; and nothing is more com-
mon with the Fews, than to fay the writ-
ing in which the law was given, is the A4y~
rian language and writing, by which they
mean the modern Hebrew letters, in dif-
tin¢tion from the Samaritan, as appears
by what has been quoted out of the Talmud,
and which they exprefly fay ¥ is what they
now write in. This they call the Afyrian
tongue and writing, from the word A/ber,
which fignifies happy amd blefled, being
happy and blefled above all languages; or
becaufe they had it from their anceftor A-
brabam, who came out of Affyria; and as
they carried it into A/fyiza, when led cap-
tive thither, fo it came out of Affyria with
them, when they came from thence';
and that the tables of the law were
written in it, is generally agreed on, by

them,

t D= vita Mofis. 1. 1. p. 657, €658 b Comment. in
Dan. 1. 4. i Balmefii mikneh Abraham, p. 2. lin. 26,
k (51l inT.Rab. Megillah, fol. 8 z Shalfhalet Hakabala,
fol. 74 2 ! T. Bab. Sanhedr: . fol. 21. 1. and Bal-
mel. ut fupra, lin. 24, 23. and p. 6. lin. 13. 14.°
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them. R. Facob fays =, the whole world
acknowledge that the tables and book of
the law, which were in the ark, were
written in the Afyrian charater, by
which they mean the {quare charater;
that is, the whole Fews/h nation, a few,
only excepted, not more than two or
three®. If the mediums of proof made
ufe of by the Fews could be admitted as
valid, as they cannot, it would put the
matter out of all doubt, that the fquare
letters were as early as the law : they ob-
ferve, that the hooks of the pillars in Esod.
xxvii. 10. are called Vaus, and as the pillars
were not changed, fo the 7aus were not
changed; from whence they conclude the
Vaus were made like hooks, and that in
the days of Mofes the Vaus were like thofe
now in ufe ®; and what is true of one let-
ter is true of the reft ; and that their let-
ters were never changed, and which they
alfo conclude from Efth. viii. 9. They
have likewife a notion that the letters of
the law were perforated, o that the figures
of the letters could be feen on both fides,
E 3 where-
m In En Ifrael Megillah, c. 1. fol. 415. 1. ® Vid. Buxtorf,

de lit. Heb. {. z0. 23. ° T, Hierof. Me.gi!lah, fol. 71. 3.
T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 22. 1. and Glofs. in ib,
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wherefore they obferve & Mem clanfumand
D Samech which were in the tables,
ftood miraculoufly ?; for they being near
or like to a circle or an O, they had no-
thing to adhere to, or fubfift by, but muft
fall, unlefs fupported by a miracle. Now
though thefe notions cannot be allowed of,
they ferve to thew the fenfe of the Fews,
that the fquare letters were then in being,
fince thefe obfervations will not agree with
the faid letters in the Samaritan alphabet ;
nay, they fay that the forms of letters,
vowels and accents were written by God
on the tables, as we now have them %

IT was ufual in ancient time to infcribe
things on rocks and mountains, in order to
perpetuate them to pofterity, to which
Yob may allude, ch. xix. 24. thus Semira-
mis engraved her image and an hundred
thield-bearers by her at the bottom of a
rock, and wrote upon the rock in Syriac
letters, as Diodorus Siculus relates *; {fo the
Arabians, Phanicians, and Egyptians, and
others, bcfore the ufe of paper, engraved
their fentiments on rocks and ftones*.

The-

P T. Pab. Sabbat, fol 104. 1 Tipheret Ifrael 1n
Broughiton’s works, p. 505. 670, 634, 703.  * Biblioth.
i z.p tco 101, s Plir. 1, 0, c. 28, vid. Huet. Demon-
frae Evangel. . 2. £l 153,
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Themiflocles cut letters upon ftones which
the Jonians, coming the day after to Arze-
mifium, read, as Herodotus reports *; and it
was ufual with the Danes to write the a&s
and deeds of their anceftors in verfe, and
engrave them in their own language on
rocks and ftones*. In a journal made
about forty years ago, from grand Casrs to
mount Sizaz, a tranflation of which is pub-
lithed by Dr. Clayton, late bifliop of Clog-
ber, 1t is related ¥, that thofe who made it
came to fome hills near mount Svar, cal-
led the written mountains; on which with
others they paficd for an hour together,
were engraved ancient unknown cha-
racters, cut into the hard marble rock,
twelve or fourtcen feet diffant from the
ground ; and though they had feveral in
company acquainted with the _Zradic,
Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, &c. none of them
had any knowledge of thofe charaders.
The bifhop thought it probable that thefe
were the ancient Hedrew charaGers, which
the Ifiaclites having learned to write after
the giving of the law on mount Stnai, di-
E 4 verted

¢ Urania, five,1 8.c. 22. vide Melpomene, five 1, 4.¢ 8=,

" Salmuth. in Pancirol. pav, 2. po o254 “ Journal
A0 D, 45, 46, Bd. 2, '
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verted themfelves with pra&ifing it during
their forty years abode in the wildernefs ;
and he was of opinion that the ancient He-
brew charaters might be recovered by
them ; wherefore he propofed to the Soci-
ety of Antiquarians in London, to fend a
proper perfon thither for that end, and
offered to bear a proportion in the expence
of it ; and could thofe chara&ers be reco-
vered, and an alphabet formed out of
them, it would doubtlefs determine what
was the ancient figure of the Hedrew let-
ters. About an hundred years before the
above journal was begun, Pefrus a Valle
and Thomas a Novaria tranicribed feveral
of them, which the former had in his pof-
{feflion, and fhewed them to fome Jews,
to whom fome of the letters feemed to be
like to thofe of the Hebrew now in ufe,
others like the Samaritan, and others
agreed with neither ; but the fenfe of them
none could underftand?. Now thefe let-
ters were no doubt of one and the fame
alphabet, form and figure originally, and
if many of them are of the fquare form,
or like thofe Hebrew letters now in ufe,
and thofe the greater part of them, as it

thould

* Anug. Eccl. oriental. p, 147.



