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that the true fenfe of them may be come
at with eafe, by perfons of the loweft ca-
pacity and meaneft ability, for whofe {ake,
as obferved, the Bible was written; and
that they are of this ufe has been owned
by the oppofers of them: fo Capellus®,
fpeaking of the accents fays, < certainly
¢ thefe little marks when fitly and oppor-
¢¢ tunely put, are indeed of this ufe, that
f¢ fometimes we lefs hefitate about, and
‘¢ more expeditioufly take in the mind and
¢ fenfe of the writer;” and fo Walten *
fays of the Maforetes, that * they pointed
¢ the text, not at their own will and plea-
« fure, but according to the true fenfe and
¢ received reading from the facred writers
¢ to their times; hence the reading is
¢ made more eafy, and the text lefs ob-
‘¢ noxious to ambiguity and corruption,”
Should it be faid, as it often is, that by at-
tending to the connexion of words, and to
the context, the fenfe of a word in queftion
may be foon and eafily underftood. Letit
be obferved, that all have not the fame
natural parts and abilities, and the like
acumen of wit, clearnefs of underftanding,
and critical judgment, as particularly the
above

¥ Arcan, Pun&. 1. 2. ¢, 25.f. 7. ¢ Prolegom. 8. {. 10

-



[ 265 ]

above perfons mentioned ; and befides, the
words in connexion and in the context be-
ing unpointed, fome of them may be
equally difficult to be underftood, and the
fenfe of them muft be examined and fixed,
ere the fenfe of the word in queftion can
bedetermined; all which will require time,
and perhaps after all, entire fatisfaction is
not obtained : and if men who may be
thought to be well verfed in the language,
and men of parts and abilities, have been
led into miftakes, through a negle& or
want of the points, much more may per-
fcns of mean and ordinary capacities.
The authors of the feveral Greez verfions
of the Bible, the Septuagint interpreters,
Aquila, Theodotion, and Symmachus, were all
Fews, excepting the laft, and he was a
Samaritan, and may be allowed to have a
confiderable fhare of knowledge of the
Hebrew language ; yet thefe, efpecially the
feventy interpreters, negleting the points,
and tranflating without them, what grofs
fenfes have they put upon the text ? fome-
times direily contrary to what is intended,
fometimes what is very abfurd, and even
wicked and blafphemous, or nearly fo;
take an inftance of each, God 7is angry

every
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every day, P/. vii. 11. the Greek verfion is,
does not bring onm anger, or is not angry
every day, the word Y& differently pointed,
1s ufed for God, and for the negative xoz.
The paflage in If. xxiv. 23. then the moon
Jball be confounded, and the fun afbamed,
when the lord of bofts fball reign, &c. which
with others Dr. Lowzh? reprefents as fo
grand and magnificent, and fo coloured,
that no tranflation can exprefs, nor any
altogether obfcure; and yet this is moft mi-
ferably obfcured in the Gree# verfion of it,
and a fenfe given extremely low, mean,
and abfurd ; tbe brick fhall wafte, and the
wall fhall fall, when the Lord reigns, &c.
r132Y differently pointed fignifies the moon,
and a brick, and M, the fun and a wall,
the authors of this verfion have abfurdly
taken thelatter fenfe. Lam. iii. 33. it is, be,
i.e. God, doth notwillingly afflict; the Greek
verfion is be doth not anfwer from bis beart,
cordially and fincerely, thereby charging
God with infincerity and diffimulation; yet
the three letters MY unpointed fignify to
anfwer as well as to afflié#; in Kal it figni-
fies the former, in Pzel the latter; which is
the true {enfe here, and to be diftinguithed

by

¢ De Sacr. Poef, Heb, Przle&t.6. p. 69, 70.
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by the points; and how have the fame in-
terpreters, by changing points and letters,
fpoiled the famous prophecy of the Mefiah
m If.ix. 6. where, inftead of everlafting
Father, the Prince of peace, they tranflate I
will bring upon the princes peace 2 though the
paflage is otherwife produced by Clemens of
Alexandria®, more agreeable to the Hedrew
text; which thews that the Sepruagint ver-
fion is not in the fame ftate now it formerly
was. Thelearned 7itringa * has obferved,
that ¢ the Greet interpreter of Alexan-
“ dria, who came forth under the name
¢ and number of the Sevenry, not being
“ expert in the Ferufalem reading, has
¢ often in his unhappy and unlearned ver-
¢ fion, fo deformed the prophet (l/ziab’s)
‘¢ difcourfe, in the more obfcure places,
¢ that [faiah cannot be known again in
Ifaiab :” and through negligence or dif-
ufe of, or want of the points, the Greek in-
terpreters have made miftakes, when one
would think it was almoft impoffible they
fhould ; thus *32 differently pointed, or
without any points, may fignify fons or

-

-
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outlders.
¢ Pzdagog. 1. 1. c. 5. See alfo Eufeb, Demonfrat,
Evangel. 1. 7. c. 1. p. 336, 337, * Przfat. ad Com-

ment. in laiam, Vol. 1. p.g.
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builders. They have taken the word in the
firft fenfe in 1 King v. 18. and contrary to
the context and plain fenfe of the words,
read, Solomor’s fons and Hiram's fons hewed
them, the ftones. The fame word, con-
fifting of the fame letters, as differently
pointed, has two or three fenfes, and fome-
times half a dozen, and even eight or ten,
as the word 93%. How difficult therefore
muft it be to attain unto, and fettle the true
fenfe, as in fuch and fuch a place, at leaft
to common perfons; and for thefe the bible
was originally written, as well as for learned
men.

5. It will be difficult to affert and maian-
tain the perfpicuity of the fcripture, lay-
ing afide the vowel-points and accents; and
make it to comport with the wifdom of
God to deliver out his laws, the rule of
man’s condu& both towards himfelf and
one another, and doctrines defigned to
make men wife unto f{alvation, and to in-
ftruct them in matters of the greateft mo-
ment for time and eternity: to deliver thefe,
I fay, in ambiguous words, that admit of
various fenfes, and at beft give a fenfe dif-
ficult to attain unto by men of the deepeft

learning and of the greateft capacity. It is
! the
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the part of a wife law-giver to exprefs his
laws, and of a king to publith his ediéts,
and of a teacher to give forth his do&rines
and inftru@ions in the cleareft manner, in
the plaineft terms, in words the moft eafy
to be underftood; and not in ambiguous
language capable of admitting divers {enfes,
and fuch as is contrary to what is intended ;
and can it be thought that God, our law-
giver and king, and who by his word pro-
pofes to teach men to profit, and to lead
them by the way they fhould go, would act
otherwife ?

6. Nor fhall we be able, I fear, to fup-
port the infallibility of the fcripture, that
part of it the Old Teftament, as a fure rule
of faith and practice, when by taking away
or laying afide the points, it becomes flexi~
ble, and may be turned as a nofe of wax to
any thing to ferve a purpofe, to counte-
nance any doctrine or practice agreeable to
the different taftes and inclinations of men ;
fince hereby it will admit of different fenfes,
and fo in confequence muft be uncertain,
and not to be depended on: and, I fear it
is this wantonnefs of f{pirit that has led
many to throw away the points and ac-
cents, that they might be under no re-

{traint,
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ftraint, but at full liberty to interpret fcrip-
tures as their fancy inclines, and their
intereft leads; but if the points give the
true fenfe and mind of the Holy Spirit in
the facred writings, which has been owned
by fuch who have oppofed the divine origi-
nal of them, why fhould they be laid afide,
to make way for any fenfe the fancy of men
may impofe upon them ? /#a/ton in fo many
words affirms?, that “ they (the Ma/orezes)
«¢ exprefs in their pun@uation the zrue fenfe
«¢ of the Holy Ghoft, which was ditated
‘¢ to the holy penmen, and by them com-
« mitted to writing, and preferved both by
« Jews and Chriftians”; and that ¢ they
« pointed the text according to the zrue
 and received reading, which exprefled the
“ true fenfe of the Holy Ghoft, and not as
« they pleafed; nor is it lawful for any
“ one to reje¢t their reading at pleafure,
<¢ but all are tied to it, unlefs fome error
‘¢ or better reading can be clearly proved ;&”
and Capellus himfelf fays®, ¢ none are to
“ be obliged to admit the punctuation of
¢ the Maforetes, becaufe, and asit is from
¢ them; but all may be bound by this

¢ punctu-

f Prolegom. Polyglott. 3. f.51. & The Confiderator
confidered, p. zoo. ¥ Arcan. Pun@. 1. 2. ¢.26. . 2.
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¢ pun&uation, as and becaufe it can be
 demonftrated, that it almoft every where
‘¢ both agrees with the confonants to which
‘¢ it is added, with the feries and ftructure
““ of the words in the paffage, and that it
produces a fenfe commodious, true, co-
herent, &'¢. nor can any othér punttua-
tion be produced more apt and more
¢ commodious®.”

7. THE infpiration of {cripture is affeGted
thereby. If all, feripture or the whole wri-
ting of the Bible is by infpiration of God,
then not the matter only, but the words in
which it is written, are of divine infpira-
tion; and indeed what elfe are meant by
the words the Holy Ghoft teacheth, 1 Cor. ii.
13? and if the words of {cripture are of di-
vine infpiration, and given by God himfelf,
then, furely, not half words, as confonants
without vowels are; and if whole words,
which is moft agreeable to the wifdom and
honour of the Divine Being, then both
confonants and vowels were given by infpi-
ration; and if the latter were not, but of
human invention, then, fo far as they have
been and are in ufe, and the {enfe of fcrip-

ture

(41
€¢

£¢

! Qui punéta vel negligunt, vel prorfum rejiciunt, certe
carent omni judicio & ratione.  Calvin. in Zech. x1. 7.
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ture has been and ftill is taken from them,
and made to depend on them, fuch fenfe
ftands not upon divine authority, but upon
human authority ; and on that of a fett of
men, blinded, befotted, and deftitute of the
Spirit of God, bitter enemies to chriftianity,
and perhaps a fett of men as bad as ever
was oa earth ; and if the points are of their
invention and addition, they ought never to
ftand in our Bibles, and be ufed by us, but
thould be rejected with great indignation :
- a pointed Bible, if pofiible, thould not be
in the world, having in it fuch an addition
to the word of God, which ought not to be
made, and which is fo direétly contrary to
his order, Deut.iv. 2. and xii. 32. Prov.
xxxi. 6. And to which may be further
obferved,

8. Ir the vowel-points were not annexed
to the letters by the penmen of the facred
writings, when penned by them, but have
had a later and a new beginning, that would
have been known; fome would have di-
vulged it; it would have been on record
{fomewhere or another, and we fhould have
been informed by fome means or another,
by whom they were placed, and where and
at what time ; but nothing of this has ever

tran-
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tranfpired. The ftory of Elas about the
men of T7berias merits no regard ; and even
that the points were annexed by Ezra, or
by the men of his congregation, is mere
conje@ure, without any foundation ; and
therefore upon the whole it may be con-
cluded, that they were originally put by the

facred penmen, Mofes and the prophets.
IT is often faid, in favour of reading the
Bible without points, that Rabbirical books
are written without them, and are eafily
read. But then it {thould be obferved, that
they are read by fuch who have firft read
the Hebrew Bible with points, and who are
well verfed in Bible-Hebrew ; and by fuch
the commentaries of Kimchiy, .Abarbinel,
and others, may be read with fome cafe;
whofe ftyle is plain and clear; and by de-
grees other writings more rough, crabbed
and difficult may be read alfo; but as Bux-
torf and others obferve, there i3 a great
difference between the Bible and Rabbinui-
cal books, in writing, in ftyle, in manner
and means of learning and reading thern.
In Rabbinical books, the matres lectionis,
as nn are called, are ufed to fupply the
want of vowels ; whereas in the Bible they
T are

i De Pun&. Antiq. par. 3 p. 370
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are moft frequently omitted, and even in
places where they might be expeéted, and
leaft of all thould be omitted : the ftyle of
Rabbinical books is for the moft part plain,
and where it is not, as in the Ya/mud and
other writings, it 1s hard and difficult to
read them ; but the ftyle of the Bible is ge-
nerally fhort, concife, full of ellipfes and
other figures, efpecially in the prophetic
writings; add to which, what is contained
in Rabbinical writings are things ufually be-
fore known, or eafily underftood, and to
be read without much ftop or hindrance ;
but the facred fcriptures contain myfteries,
things fublime, and more remote from the
capacities of men, and require more atten-
tion, help and affiftance in reading them;
and befides, if a miftake is made in Raé-
binical writings, it is not of that Import=
ance, as in reading the Bible; and there-
fore we may venture to read with lefs pain
and with more fafety, the one without
points than the other. Buxzorf, the fon,
upon his own obfervation afferts ¥, that it
1s more eafy to read Raldmmical books un-
pointed, than any of the books of the Bible
pointed ; and that he could venture to fay,

that

k De Pun&. Antiq. par. 2. p. 370,
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that he could more readily and certainly
read any Rabbinical books never feen by
him before, than any book of the Bible even
pointed, and though well known by him,
and often read over and over again. Yet,
notwithftanding all the advantages on the
fide of Rabbinical writings, how many
miftakes have been made by learned men,
as by Scaliger, Schickard, Kircher, Vorftius,
and others? what blunders in tranflation
has Buxtorf expofed in Morinus and Capel-
Jus 2 and even thofe great mafters in Ral-
binical literature, as the Buxtorfs themfelves,
Selden, Lightfoot, &c. are not without their
errors; nor need i1t be wondered at, fince,
in the Talmuds efpecially, there are many
places which feem quite unintelligible, and
befides are written in the Chaldee diale&,
and that very impure, and abounding with
exotic words.

IT is frequently objeCted againft the Bi-
ble being written and read with points,
that the copy of the law every where kept in
the Jewith fynagogues is without points, as
anfwering to the Moyfaic Archetype. That
it is an unpointed copy of the law which is
ufually kept in the Fewifb {ynagogues now,

T 2 will
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will be allowed!, but that the Archetype
or Autograph of Myfes was without points
may be aflerted, but not eafily proved; nor
can it be faid, with any precifion, how long
it has been the cuftom of the Fews to have
an unpointed copy of the law in their {yna-
gogues ; nor can what they have, bethought
to be an eCtype of, or to anfwer to the copy
of Mpfes, nor be kept with that view. For
had the Autograph of Mpyfes the Kers, or
marginal readings? it will not be faid by
the oppofers of the points that it had ; but
the prefent copies of the law in the fyna-
gogues of the Fewshave, if Imiftake not,and
even the pricks and points which they call
crowns ™ ; are the préfent copies in the fy-
nagogues written in Samaritar charaters?
they are not: and yet, according to the hy-
pothefis of Morinus, Capellus, and thofe
that follow them, they ought to be fo writ-
ten, to be an ectype of, or to anfwer to that
of Mbofes; fince that, according to them,
was in that charater: but to have a copy
in that charaéter now would be contrary te
their own rules, one of which runs thus?,

“ they

! Lyrain Hof ix. 12. Menafleh ben Ifrael. Conciliator,
in EXxod- qu. 50. p. i70. m Schulchan Aruch, par. 1.
c.141. 1. 8. and par. 2. c.275. {.6. Vid. Hackipan,
Cahala, p. 309. ® Maffechet Sopherim, c. 1. {. 6.
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they dont write (the facred books) nei-
« ther in the language beyond the river
s¢ (or the Samaritan), nor in the Syriac,
¢ nor in the Medign, norin Greek ; and in
¢« whatfoever language or writing they are
“ written, they may not be read (7.e. pub-
‘¢ lickly) until they are written in the 4/~
¢ fyrian,” or {quare character. There are
other reafons to be given, why unpointed
copies are kept and ufed in the fynagogues
of the Fews, and which may ferve to lead
to the original of this cuftom, and the rea-
fon of its continuance.

1, ONE reafon was, that the Cabalifts,
and thofe who had got into the allegorizing
way of interpreting the fcriptures, might
have the opportunity of framing and efta-
blithing their own and even various fenfes
of them, which an unpointed Bible will
admit of, when a pointed one will not.
Hence that faying of R. Menachem ©, < a
¢ book of the law in which there are many
¢ faces (or on which many fenfes may be
¢ put) is one not pointed ;” for, as he fays,
¢¢ when letters are not pointed, they have
¢ many faces (or may be differently read) ;
¢ butwhen they are pointed, theyhave only

 one
° Apud Munfter. Przfat. ad Vet. Teft.

1
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¢ one fenfe, according to the punGuation:”
and this R. Bechar® plainly fuggefls, is the
original caufe and reafon of ufing unpointed
copies ; “ letters not pointed, he fays, admit
““ of various fenfes, and are divided into
“ divers {parks; and becanfe of this we are
““ commanded not to point the book of the
“ law; for the literal fenfe of every word
“ is according to the punctuation, and
s there is but one literal fenfe in a pointed
¢ word; but an unpointed word a man
¢ may underftand many ways, and find out
¢ many wonderful and excellent things:”
and it is for much the fame reafon, that
men may not be tied down to one fenfe of
a word, that points are now fo much
oppofed. Some have drawn an argument
for the novelty and againft the antiquity of
the points, from the Cabaliffs making no
ufe nor mention of them in their writings,
but drew their various fenfes, it is {aid, from
the letters only, and the combination of
them, and not from the vowels and accents;
but this has been abundantly confuted by
Buxtorfd. 'The commentator on the book
of Cofri* makes mention of R. Aaron, a

great

P Apud Buxtorf. ut fupra, p. 43, 46. 2 Ut fupra,
par. 1. ¢. 5. p. 54, &c. * R. Judah Mufcatus in Cofiri,

tol. z30. 4. Vid, Wolf, Bibliothec, Heb. p. 128,
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great Mckubbal or Cabbaliff, the head of
the univerfity at Babylon, as the author of
a book of peinting, and which is quoted
by Rittangelius®; and in the Cabalfirc
Lexicont, under the word D3, mention
is made of nine points, and their names
are given, Kametz, Pathach, Zere, &c. and
the ufe that is made of them 1is obferved;
and Menaffeh ben Ifrael* defcribes the Ca-
balifls, as employing themfelves in fearching
out the deep myfteries of the law, which
are contained in the letters, poinfs and mu-
fical accents ; and a little after, he obferves,
that ¢¢ the law was given without points,
¢« like the books the Fews now have in
# their fynagogues ; {o that when any word
« occurs, whofe letters now are not tied to
¢ certain vowels, men may put what points
« they pleafe to them, and fo the words
“ may be read one way and another.”

2. AnoTHuek reafon of the Fews having
an unpointed copy of the law in their {fyna-
gogues is, that it might be a memorial of
the oral tradition of points and accents,
from the times of Mofes to Ezra. They

fup~
s De Verit. Relig. Chrift. p. 27. 40. t Kabela.
Denudata. par. 1. p. 592. v Conciliat. in Exod.

qu. 50. p.169. 172. 174. Vid. Leifden. Philolog. Heb.
Mixt. Differt. 13. p. 106. & Philolog. Heb. Differt, 26.
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fuppofe the points were of Mofes, but not
annexed by him to the Pentateuch; but
that they were delivered and handed down
by oral tradition from one to another until
Ezra, who added them to it; and there-
fore to keep in memory this wonderful af-
fair, they always have an unpointed copy
in their fynagogues.

3. ANOTHER reafon why only unpointed
copies of the law are kept in the {yna-
gogues, may be their fuperftitious accuracy
and exa&nefs in writing the law; fo as to
letters, if any are wanting or not rightly
placed, or fimilar ones put for each other,
the copy is prophane or rejeted; and as it
is ftill more difficult to have the points and
accents exactly put, they choofe to have
none at all: hence they fay ¥ a pointed copy
1s prophane or to be rejected, even thoUgh
the punctuation is razed out; partly bes
caufe it will not admit of various fenf{es, as
before obferved, and partly becaufe of the
difficulty and almoft impofiibility of a per-
fe@ pointed copy; and the rather they are
indifferent to one, and like as wcll to have
an unpointed one in their {ynagogues, {ince
thbere, none but their learned men, as priefts,
&e. read in them. 3. Bur

¥ Schulchan Aruch, par, 2. ¢ 274. £ 7.
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2. BuT the chief reafon of uhpointed
copies in the fynagogues feems to be, that
none but learned men, or {uch who are
well verfed in the Hebrew language, thould
be admitted readers there; for if the copy
was pointed, as then, any common man
might read it, {o any fuch man might be
chofen to the office of a reader, though
otherwife very illiterate; and to prevent
any fuch being introduced into it, is the
principal reafon now, why it is unpointed.
And though thofe who are expert in the lan-
guage, and are able to read without points,
and are chofen into the office of reader in the
fynagogue, and have exercifed that office
many years; yet it is their cuftom, as one
of thofe readers told Coccezus * long ago, to
prepare themfelves at home by reading out
of a pointed copy, for their better, eafier
and more accurate reading in the fyna-
gogue. And it is their ufual method to
this day, for the pracentor of the fyna-
gogue, though ever {o well verfed in read-
ing the fcripture, and ever {o exaét in the
knowledge of the Hebrew tongue, the day
before the fabbath, to read the paflages ap-
pointed to be read that day out of a pointed

8] Copy,

* Coccei Defenf. Cod. Heb. {. 19. p. 2z, Tom. 7.
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copy, and thereby make himf{elf mafter of
the exact reading of them, that fo the day
following he may read them without hefi-
tation or ftop, and pronounce, as he does,
exally in conformity to the prefent punc=-
tuation Y : and after all it follows not, be-
caufe the Fews now have, and have had for
ages paft, unpointed Bibles in their fyna-
gogues, which men of learning could read,
that they have not, nor had any pointed
ones for the common people. It is certain
that they had formerly, and have fuch
now ; wherefore this is no fufficient objec-
tion againft the antiquity and ufe of the
~ points, but an argument in favour of them;
fince the true reafon of having unpointed
copies in the fynagogue is, that none might
be admitted readers in them, but {fuch who
are fo perfet in the Hebrew language as to
be able to read exactly in an unpointed
copy, agreeable to the points and accents
in a pointed one.

¥ Carpzcev. Critic. facr. par. 1. p. 267.
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