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CHAP. IV.

Of the Antiquity of the Vowel-Paints,
and Accents.

Put the vowel-points and accents toge-
A ther, becaufe, according to the doc-
trine of them, they have a dependence on
each other ; the points are often changed
according to the pofition of the accents,
and therefore the one muft be as early as
the other; and as Elias Levita® himfelf
obferves, ¢ there is no fyllable without a
¢ point, and there isno word without an
¢ accent.” About the antiquity of thefe
there has been a controverfy for a century
or two paft, and which is not yet decided;
nor do I expect it will be by this effay of
mine; all that I propofe is, to try how far
back, or how high, in point of antiquity,
thefe things can be traced and carried.

ToERE have been divers opinions con-
cerning them. Somc think they are of a di-
vine original; and others, that they are of
human invention. Some fuppofe that they

were -

¢ Sepher Tob Taam, five, de accent. c, 4.
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were firft invented by Ben Afber and Ben
Naphtali, about the year 1037°; others,
that they were devifed by the Jews of 77-
berias, goo years after Chrift at leaft, or
however were invented after the Ta/mud
was finithed f; others afcribe them to Ez-
ra and the men of the great fynagoguc?®;
who they fuppofe, at leaft revived and re-
ftored them, and fixed them to the confo-
nants, which before were only delivered
and ufed in a traditionary way ; and others
are of opinion, they were given to Mpyfes
on mount Szzai, as to the power of them
in pronouncing and reading, though not as
to the make and figures of them in wri-
ting, but were propagated by tradition to
the times of Ezraz ; whilft others believe
they were ab origine®, and were invented
by Adam together with the letters, or how-
ever that they were coeval with the letters,
and in ufe as foon as they were : which ac-
count is moft probable, may appear by
tracing them ftep by ftep, from one period

of

< So Morinus de Sinceritate Heb. & Gr. Text. 1.2, Ex-
ercitat. 14. ¢. 1. Genebrard. chronolog. p  81. Calmer.
&ec. f Elias Levita, przfat. 3. ¢ Ben Chayim
prxfat. Bibl. in principio & multi {cript. Jud b Cofri
par. 4. f. 25. Mufcatus in ib. fol. 229. 1. Meor Enayim.
. 59
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of time to another; and to begin with the
loweft of them,

A. D. 1037.

In this year, according to R. Gedaliah*
and David Ganzf, flourifhed two famous
Jews, Ben Afber, and Ben Naphtali, to
whom fome have afcribed the invention of
the vowel-points; and fo early, however,
it 1s owned that they exifted, even 700
years ago and more : but that thefe were
the inventors of them is not probable, fince
in the following century lived many emi-
nent Jewith doctors, Farchz, Kimch:, and
Aben Ezra, who often make mention of
the points, but never as a novel invention;
which, had thefe been the authors of, it
can hardly be thought, but that they would
have made mention of them as fuch, and
commended them for it. Kimch:s s obferves
againft thofe that read A4donailord, and im-
mecha with thee, in P/ cx. 1, 3. inftead
of Adoni my lord, and ammeca thy people,
«¢ that from the rifing of the fun to the fet-
¢ ting of it, (i.e. throughout the world)

“ you
¢ Shalfhalat Hakabala fol. 28. z. f Tzemach Da-
vid. par. 1. fel. 37, 1. ¢ Apud Pocok. Porta Mofi~

~mifcell. not. p. 53.
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¢« you will find, in all copies, Nun with
s chirek, and Ain with pathach :” {o thatin
his time pointed bibleswere in common and
general ufe. Befides, he charges JYerom
with an error on account of the points, and
therefore muft believe they were in his
time, The author of the book of Cofr7, "
even if R. Fudah Hallevi was the author
of it, lived about 1140, or as others, 1089 ;
and he fpeaks of puntuation as a divine
thing, as the effe& of divins wifdom, and
does not appear to have the leaft notion of
its being of human invention, and much
lefs the invention of the prefent age or
preceding century; nay R. Yudah Chijug,
faid ! to be the firft grammarian and the
chief of them, he found the Bible pointed
and accented, as Efias Levita® fays; and
he was coeval with Ben Afber, and wrote
a book of the double letters, and another
of pointing,! as if it was of long time
and generally received, and was become an
art ; he makes not the leaft mention of
Ben Afher being concerned in it; and fo
R. fonah, another grammarian, a little af-
ter him, i1s filent concerning this matter ™;

and

b Par. 3. c. 32. ! Balmefii Mikneh Abraham

P. 24- lin. 10. Eliz przfat, Methurgeman, fol. 2. 1. *Ib,

Wolfii Bibliothec. Heb. p. 338. 424. m Vid, Buxtor?.
de Pun&&. Antgq. par. 2. p. 320.
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and Jben Ezra {peaks® of Ben Labras,
who was before ’em both, as having found
mMaon with pathach in P/, ix. 6.in an an-
tient pointed copy; fo that there was an
antient pointed Bible before thefe men were
in being: and what puts it out of all doubt
that thefe men could not be the inventors
of the points is, as E/ias Levita obferves, ©
that their diflentions and difputes were a-
bout the points and accents, and about
words before pointed, and not then pointed ;
wherefore it is not reafonable to fuppofe
that they would difagree and difpute about
what they th:mfelves had invented; fo
that it moft evidently appears, that the
points muft be in ule before their time.

A.D. g27.

AsouT this time lived Szadiah Gaon,
who wrote a book concerning pointing,
which Yarchz,on Pf. xlv. 9. makes mention
of, and fays he faw it; the points there-
fore muft be before his time; for it cannot
be thought that he fhould write a book
concerning an art, and the rules of it, which
did not exift: the accents alfo muit then
be in ufe, fince, as Gaon was for dividing

I Fe-

» Comment. in Pf 9.6. ° Przfat. 3,
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Febovah from righteoufnefs in Fer. xxiii.
6. making the latter to be the name of the
Mefiiah, and the former the name of God,
who called him fo. _Aéen Ezra® replies
to him, that he miftook or perverted the
author of the accents, and made him guilty
of an error, who put Tarcha (or Tiphca)
on WIP*; and again, whereas the word
Febovab is repeated in Exod. xxxiv. 6. Gaon
obferves that the firft name is to be con-
neCted with 8N, proclaimed ; but Aben
Ezrad replies, if it fhould be fo, why did
not the author of the accents conne® it ?
but fays he, it is right to repeat the name,
as Abrabam Abrabam, TFacob facob, Mos-
Jfes Mofes.  Now it would have been abfurd
in Aben Ezra to have charged Gaon with
a miftake or perverfion of the accents, if
they were not in beingin the times of Gaon:
he lived many years before Ben Afber and
Ben Naphbtals ; this proves that they were
not the inventors of them ; and Aben Ez-
ra himfelf lived in the next century to
them, and he {peaks of the accents not as
a novel invention, but of as early ufe as
the men of Ezra’s great {ynagogue; and

€X-

» Comment. in Exod. 18. 3. ¢ Ib.in Exod 3¢. 6.
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exprefles fuch an high opinion of them;
that he advifes not to acquiefce in any ex-
pofition that is not according to them, nor
hearken to it.

A. D. goo.

In the church of St. Dominic in Bononia,
a copy of the Hebrew fcriptures is kept
with great care, which is pretended to be
the original copy written by Ezra himfelf,
and is valued at a high rate; fo that fome-
timesthe Bononians have borrowedlargefums
of money upon it, and repaid them for the
redemption of it. Itis written in a very fair
character, on calf-fkin drefs’d, the letters
retaining their blacknefs, and it is made
up in a roll, according to the antient man-
ner. ‘This copy was prefented by the Jews
to Aymericus, the then mafter of the or-
der of St. Dominic, who exercifed that of-
fice about the year 1308, as Montfaucon *
relates, who {faw it; and who further ob-
{erves, that befides a Lafz infcription
fewed to it in the middle of the volume,
which he gives, there is alfo one in He-
brew, ¢ this is the book of the law of Mo-

{1 ﬁ_‘.’

* Diar. Ttalic. p. 29g9. 400. vid. ejufdem Przliminar, in
Hexapla Origen, p. z2,
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“ fes, which Ezra the {cribe wrote, and
¢« read before the congregation, both men
« and women; and he flood in 2 wooden
« pulpit.” Montfaucon fays not whether it
is pointed or no, butdean Prideaux* fays,
it has the vowel-points; and Francifcus
Tiffardus Ambaceus aflerts® the fame, who
fays he often faw it; as did alfo Arias Mon-
fanus,* and who affirms that it has the Az-
Jorah, the fame as in the Penetian and
Bombergian editions. Now though there is
no reafon to believe it to be the autograph
of Ezra, nor near fo early, yet, according
to the account of it; it muft be antient;
for it is near 460 years ago fince it was pre-
fented by the Jews to the monaftery, and
as they prefented it as a very antient copy,
even as the autograph of Ezra, it muft
have had then marks of antiquity on it,
and muft have been written fome -ages be-
fore; and as Dr. Kennicott ¥ obferves, it
1s a moderate {uppofition to imagine it was
written as long before it was prefented, as
it has been fince, and {o muft be of as
early a date as where I have placed it.

A. D.

f Conne&tion, par. 1.p. 362. * Gram. Heb. apud
Hottinger. Thefaur. Philolog. p. 512, 513. U Pra-
fat. de ver. Le&. in Heb. Lib, v Differtation, vol.

1, P 110
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A. D. 740.

Ir the book of Cofr7, before-mentioned,
was not only compiled from loofe fheets
and put together by R. fudebh Hallevi, as
fome think; but that the dialogue itfelf
was had between a Jew, whofe name, fome
fay, was Ifaac Sangari, and a Perfian king,
whofe name was Chofroes,and which R. Y-
dah {ays, was 400 years before his time, fo
he fuggefts in the beginning of the book ;
and whereas he flourithed about the year
1140, this book muft be compofed, or
this dialogue held, about the year 740.
Now in this work the points and accents
are much fpoken of, in which the author
commends the excellence and elegance of
the Hebrew tongue on account of them;
gives many of the names of both, and
declares the ufefulnefs of them; afferts
that they were received by tradition from
Mofes ; that they are the production of ad-
mirable wifdom, and would never have
been received had they not come from a
prophet, or one divinely affifted*; and he
does not give the leaft hint of their being
of an human, and much lefs of a modern

in-

* Cofri, par. 2. {. 8o, & par. 3. 1. 31, 32.
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invention ; yea, exprefly afcribes the feven
kings or vowel-points, as Aben Ezra alfo
calls them, to Ezrz and the men of his fy-
nagogue, and which he fuppofes they re=
ceived by tradition from Mpyfes.

A.D. 6oo.

THoske who afcribe the invention of the
points to the Jews of Tiberias, uppofe that
this was after the year 500, when the Ba-
bylonian Talmud was finithed. Their rea-
fon for it is, becaufe, as they affirm, no
mention is made of them in that work, and
therefore the invention of them muft be
later than that; but of this more hereafter.
However, according to this hypothefis, one
would think they muft have been invented
and in ufe by the time above given; though
indeed thofe who efpoufe this hypothefis,
are at a very great uncertainty about the ex-
a& time of this invention. The firft per-
fon that broached this notion was Eluas
Levita, a German Jew, wholived in the
16th century, contrary to the {fentiments
and belief of his whole nation ; who either
fuppofe the points were from Ezra, and the
men of the great {ynagogue, or from Mo-
Jfes at mount Sinaz, or from Adam who had

L them
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them from God himfelf. This man affer-
ted,¥ that after the finithing of the Ta/-
mud, which he places in the year 436, af-
ter the defolation of the fecond temple,
arofe the men of Tiberias ; wife and great
men, expert in the fcripture, and in pu-
rity and in eloquence of language excelled
all the Fetws in thofe times ; and after them
did not arife any like them, and that thefe
were the authors of the points: this is faid
without offering the leaft proof of it, and
by one that lived near a thoufand years af-
ter; itis {trange that he only fhould be in
this fecret ; that no hiftory, Jewith nor
Chriftian, fhould make mention of it for
fuch a courfe of years: it is not probable
that there were fuch a fett of men at Tile-
rias about the time fuggetted, fince a great
deftruction of the Fews was made at it,
in the year 352, by Gallus, at the com-
mand of Conflantius ; and fince promotion
to doCtorthip ceafed in the land of Ifrael
with Hi/le// the prince, who flourithed a-
bout the year 340, as the FYewi/h chrono-
logers * obferve: and fince the flourifhing
univerfity of the Yews was at Babylon at

the

Y Prxfat 5. ad Maioret. z Shalthalet Hakabala
fol. 25. 2. Gano 2. Tz mach.David, %ol. 33. 1.
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the time of this pretended invention, very
unlikely it is, thatit thould be done with-
out their knowledge, advice, and affiftance,
and without either approbation of it, or
oppofition to it by any of them, for ought
appears ; and that it fhould be univerfally
received by the Yews at once every where,
and not one Momus to find fault, this is
very extraordinary ; yea, that it fhould be
received by the Karaite Fews themfelves,
¢nemies to tradition and innovation, as
will be {een hereafter. It is ftrange that,
according to this {cheme, as many perfons
muft be employed in this work, that there
fhould be but one fort of peinting; that
they fhould all take the fame method,
throughout the whole Bible, without any
variation, except fome anomalies, and
which are to be obferved in letters as well
as in points; and that this fhould be al-
ways continued with the Fews, and never
any other fcheme propofed and attempted ;
and that it thould not be known who be-
gan it and when. And indced we are left
at a very great uncertainty about the place
where this wondeful affair was tranfacted ;
Elias, the relator of it, fhould he be prefled

| hard,
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hard, feems to have found a fubterfuge to
retreat unto, and therefore he tellsus that
Tiberias is Moefia® ; but where that is he
fays not, but leaves us to feek for it where
we can, and take a wild goat’s chace into
Afia Minor, to Pontus, or Bithynia, or Pa-
phlagonia, where Moefia or Myfia is faid to
be ; but never famous for “few:fh dottors,
nor have any been heard of in it: the T
berias of the fcripture, and of Fofephus,
and of the Jew:fh writers in general, was
a city in Palefline, fituate on the lake of
Genefaret; famous in their writings for the
laft fitting of the Sambedrim in it, for a
very confiderable univerfity there, for the
refidence of R. Fudah, the faint, in it,
where it 1s probable he compiled the M/~
nah, and of many others of their cele-
brated dotors, in the 2d and 3d centu-
ries; and where it is certain the Ferufalem
Talmud was finithed, in the 3d century;
after which the univerfity in it began to
decreafe, and we hear but now and then
of a doCtor in that place, the univerfities
in Belylon bearing away all the glory;
there-

* Przfat. 3. ad Muforet. he feems to have taken this name

of Tiberias trom Ben Chayim in Mafor. Mag. Lit. 7 fol.
3t. 2. or from David Kimchi, in Miclol. fol. 1¢8. 2.
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therefore it isnot probable, that this bufinefs
of pointing the Bible was done by the men
of Tiberias in later times: and if it was,
it is ftrange that none of them fhould de-
clare themfelves the authors of the points,
or that they had an hand in the invention
of them, or were affifting in that work,
fince it would have gained them immortal
honour, it being allowed to be an inge-
nious and ufeful work; and efpecially fince
the Fews are proud boafters and lovers of
fame and reputation : ftrange, very ftrange
it 1s, that not one of the men concerned in
this work can be named; nor any time
fixed when it was done by them, whether
100 years after the finithing of the Tal-
mud, or 200, or 300 or 400 ; neither of
which it feems the efpoufers of this no-
tion chufe to fix upon, neither on particu-
lar men, nor on a particular time, left
they thould be entangled. The only man
I have met with, that has ventured to
fix the date of the invention of the points,
is Poffevinus the jefnit,* who in his great
wifdom has pitched on the year 478, when
the points began to be in ufe; and fo fome

L3 years

» Apud Herman, Hugonem de prima fcribendi orig. ¢.
;2’}. P- 168.
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years before the finithing of the Falmud, ac~
cording to the moft early account of it;
whereby he has deftroyed the hypothefis on
which this notion is built. It is incredible
that men under a judicial blindnefs, and
the curfe of God, ignorant of divine
things, fhould form a fcheme which fo
well afcertains the fenfe of the fcriptures;
that they fhould hit on fuch an invention,
and publith it, fo fubverfive of their own
religion, and fo ferviceable to chriftianity
and its do&rines, and which in no one in-
ftance oppofes it; and that after they had
{feen, as they muft in the age they are fup-
pofed to invent them, what ufe the chri-
ftians had made of various paffages of
fcripture againft Fudaifm, and in favour
of chriftianity; and yet thould point and
accentuate thofe very paflfages againft them-
felves, and for the chriftians : take one in-
ftance 1n the room of many as to accents.
in Gen. xlix. 10. how gladly now would
they have the Athnach removed from
"3 to 7Y and then read the words, as
they have attempted todo®, zhe fzepter fhall
not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from

between

b Vid. Menafleh. ben Ifrael. Conciliat, in Gen. Quaft. 65.
{3
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between bis feet for ever ; jfor Shiloh fhafl
tcome : but the accents are againft them, and
forbid this reading ; of what ufe they are
in Fer. xxiii. 6. has been already obferved :
nor is it credible, that the accents thould
be invented by the ‘fews about the time
fuppofed ; fince one ufe of them was to
lead and dire& in mufic, and that the ufe
of accents thould in profe and verfe be dif-
ferent, as they be in metrical and profe-
writings of the Bible, when at the time
fuppofed, metre was difufed, and the metre
of the Hebrews loft and unknown. He
that can believe fuch a romaatic ftory as all
this is, need not be fqueamith to believe
the moft arrant lye and notorious fable, to
be met with in the whole Ta/mud; a greater
I know not; alouder lye I believe was ne-
ver told by a Few, nor by any other, that
ever met with the leaft degree of credit in
the world ; it is amazing it fhould be be-
lieved by any : fome Proteffants at firft re-
ceived it, through their too great credulity,
and through their high efteem for the a-
bove-mentioned Efias, by whom they were
taught the Hebrew language, of the ufe-
fulnefs of which they were fenfible. Ma-
ny of the Papifs greedily catched at it,

L ¢ and
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and commended the Prozeflants for receiv-
ing it ; who might hope, in the iflue, to

avail themfelves of it, fince it would appear

from hence, that the fenfe of fcripture the

Protefiants had given into, depended on the

invention of men, even of fome Fews,

long fince the time of Chriftianity ; and

they might hope thaton this account, they
would reject the points, and then, as words
would be fubje to various fenfes without
them, and fome contrary to each other,

they would at laft be convinced of the ne-
ceffity of oneinfallible interpreter of fcrip-
ture. Morznus, a papift, and a very princi-
pal oppoter of the points, in a book®, high-

ly commended by fome Proteflant writers,

{peaks out plainly; he fays, ¢ the reafon
“ why God would have the fcriptures writ-

= ten in the ambiguous manner they are,

¢ (i. e. without points) is, becaufe it was

¢ his will that every man fhould be fub-

s ject to the judgment of the church, and

“ not interpret the {criptures in his own

““ way; for feeing the reading of the fcrip-

i tures is fo difficult, and {o liable to va-

¢ rious ambiguities, (I. e. a mere nofe of

| ¢ wax,

¢ De Heb. & Grzc. Text. Sinceritate, 1. 1, Exercitat, £,
< 2.4 8. p. 198, 106,
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“ wax, to be turned any way); from the
‘¢ very nature of the thing, he obferves, it
¢ is plain, that it was not the will of God,
¢ that every one fhould rafhly and irreve-
¢ rently take upon him to explain it, nor
“ to fuffer the common people to expound
“ it at their pleafure, but, that in thofe,
“ as in other things refpelting religion,
‘ his will is, that the people thould de-
pend upon zhe priefts.”

LY

4

-

A. D. soo.

ABouT this time the Babdylonian Tal-
mud was finithed ; according to Scali-
ger*, in 508 ; in which it is {aid no men-
tion is made of the points and accents:
but, upon enquiry, it will be found to be
otherwife ; for though the Ta/mudiffs do
not mention the names, nor exprefs the
figures of the vowel-points, they mani-
feftly fuppofe them; which thew they were
in being in their times; as when they fay,
read not fo, but fo, it is plain they have
no reference to the confonants, which are
the fame one way as another; they muft
have refpeét to the difference of the vowel-

points,

* De Emend. Temp. 1. 7. p. 323.
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points, the do&rine of which is the foun-
dation of their remarks, and therefore
muft be known by them : fo the Karaires
charge the Rabbins with perverting the
commands of God by their Al-¢tikra’s, read
not fo, but_fo, not changing the confonants
but the vowels and accents; for having faid
that the copies of theirs and the Rabbins,
with refpect to pun&uation were the fame;
they obferve, that otherwife in the places
where they change the vowels and accents,
and {ay, do not read fo, but f5, they would not
have faid, do not read, but abfolutely would
have pointed according to their pleafure ;
but that it is fuggefted they dared not do;
which, the Karaites add, is a proof, that be-
fore the finithing of the Ta/mud, from the
days of old, the law was pointed and ace
cented®; thus when they fay ¢, with refpe&
to P/ 1. 23.do not read &g but e,
they mean do not read Shmz with a point
on the right hand, but with a point on the
left; o quoting Prov. xix. 23. they direé?,
do not read ya but yay that is, do not
read the word with the point on the left
hand

b Dod Mordecai, €. 11.p.137. €. 12.p. 152. 1¢3. ©'T.

Bab. Sotah, fol. 5. 2. Moed Katon, fol g. 1. ¢ T, Eab,
Beracot, fol. 14. 1.
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hand of S4in, when it would fignify fasi/~
Jred, as the common pun@uation reads; but
with the point on the right hand of
it, and then it fignifies feven; and fo
proves what it is quoted for, as they think,
that that man that lies feven nights without
a dream, 1s an evil man, and {o read what
follows ; be fhall not be vifited, he is an evil
man: andfoinIfii. 22. Ula fayse, don’t read
mva but M2, that is, to ferve his own
purpofe, don’t read as if it was Bamabh,
(i- €. pointed with a Patach and Segol/
which would fignify wberein, but Bamabh,
(i. e. with two Kametzes) and fo fignifies an
high place ; likewife in I/ liv. 7. 1.1t is faidf,
dont read 31 (i. e. with a Kamerz) thy
children, but 213, (i. e. with a vax, and
chelem) thy builders; fo quoting Exekiel,
xlviil. 25. it is obferved 8, don’t read mny,
Shammab there (1.e.with two Kametzes) but
nue, Shemah, his name, (as if with Shevah,
and Kametz ) and this form does not fuppofe
any corruption of the text, nor even a vari-
ousreading; butisa kindof allegorical {port
of thefe Rabbins among themfelvesas F, §j-
mon * calls it ; when to thew their acumen,

obferve,
¢ T. Bab. Sotah fol. 4. 2. f 'T. Bab. Beracot

fol. 64. 1. ¢ ‘T, Bab. Bathra, fol, 73, 2, * Difquif:
Crit. ¢. 3.p. 17. '



