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2 Tim, 11 7

Confider what I [ay, and the Lord
give thee under flanding in all things.

HAT part of the fervice of this day,

which is affigned to me, being to

give a word of exhortation to the
paftor of this church, now appointed and
ordained to that office, and invefted with it;
I bave chofen to do it in the words read ; in
which may be obferved,

I. An exhortation of the apoftle Payl/ to
Timothy, to confider what he had faid, was
faying, or about to fay to him; to attend to
it, revolve it in his mind, and lay it up in his
memory.

1I. A prayer, or with for him, that the
Lord would give him underftanding, in all
that was, or thould be faid; and in every
thing elfe that might be ferviceable and ufeful
to him,
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I. An exhortation to confider well what
had been, or thould be faid unto him; foc it
may refer both to what goes before, and to
what follows after; to what goes before, to
the advice given to be flrong in the grace that
is in Chrift Jefus; to have recourfe to Chrift
for gifts and grace to fit him ome aud
more for his work, and carry him through it;
and ftrongly to believe that there is a (nlnels
of them in Chrift, and that he fhould receive
a fufficient fupply from him to help him in
every time of nced ; and alfo to the mtliuc-
tions delivered to him, to commit the dottrines
of the gofpel he had heard of hun to Githiul
men, and foch as were of capacity to teach
others ; and likewife to the characters he
himfelf bore, as a foldicr, a foldier of Jetus
Chrift, a good foldicr of his; and therclore
thould patiently and conflantly endure hard-
thips, reproaches, and perlecution, for the
fake of him and his gofpel, and fhould not
unneceflarily entangle himfelf with the af-
fairs of this life, but attend to military ones,
that fo he might pleafe him thar hud cholen
him to be a foldier ; and as he was a combas
tant, that he mafl not expect the crown, un-
kefs he ftrove lawfully 5 and s a hutbandman,
bearing: the precious feed ot the word, that
he muft Lbour betore Le could partake of
the fruits of it: or thiy may have refpeé to
what follows after; that he would confider

ths
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the fum and fubftance of the gofpel he was
to preach, and for which the apoftle fuffer~
ed, which was a rifen Saviour, and includes
his incarnation, obedience, fufferings, and
death, with all the do&rines of grace in con-
nexion with them ; as alfo that it became
him to be very ftudious and diligent in the
ufe of means, that he might acquit himfelf
with honour in the difcharge of his minifte-
rial work ; that he might appear approved of
God, a2 workman not to bec athamed of his
work, at all times rightly dividing the word
of truth, fhunning every thing contrary to
faith and holinefs ; likewife, that he ought
to flee youthful lufts, his age inclined unto,
and jfollow righteoufnefs, faith, charity and
eace 3 and meekly to inflrué¥ thofe who con-
tradicted themfelves and their profeffion, that,
if it was poflible, they might be recovered out
of the fnare they were fallen into; to thefe
this exhortation may refer, with other things
that may be obferved in the context. What
farther improvement I fhall make of it, will
be to lay before you, the paftor of this church,
for your confideration, various things relative
to the work you have been chofen, and call-
ed unto, and the office you have been inveft-
ed with.
Firf, Confider the work itfelf, and what
a work it is you are engaged in : it is a work,
and not a fine-cure, but a fervice; there is
bufinefs to be done, and a great deal of bufi-
B2 nels
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refs too; it is called the work of the miniflry®,
from the fubje@t-matter of it, the miniflry of
the word, and the adminiftration of ovdinan-
ces; and the work of the Lord and of Chrift %,
from the concern the Lord Jefus Chrifl has
in it; he is the fum and fubflance of it, he
calls unto it, and qualifics for it, affifls in it,
and when it is rightly dong, it makes for his
glory. Confider that it is a laborious work;
minifters of Chrift are not to be loiterers, but
labourers in his vineyard; it requites much
reading of the fcripturcs, frequent prayer,
conftant meditation and fludy to prepase for
it, and much fludy is a socarinefs 1o the flefle”;
and in the performance ot this fervice, with
that zeal, fervour, and affe@ion, which we
neceflary to it, 2 man, to ufe the apofile’s
phrafe, may fpend and be fpent *; fpend hiy
animal fpirits until they are quitc cxhaufled
and gone; for this work followed with ¢lofe
application will try the beft conflitution m
the world, and at length watte and confume
it: Epaphroditus, a faithful and laborious
minifter of the word, was nigh unto drath,
Jor, or thro' the work of Chrifi*: but then
confider, for your encouragement, it i an
honourable work, if @ man dcfire the office of
a bifbep be defireth a good work's which 16
pleafantly, prafitably, and henourably good;

tor
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i1,

?
<



(7))

for what is more honourable than to be the
fervants of the moft high God, and to be
employed in fuch fervice of his, as to thew
unto men the way of falvation ? Than to be
the ambaffadors of Chrift, and ftand in his
ftead, and befeech men to be reconciled to
God ? Than to be ftewards of the myfleries
of Chrift, and of the manifold grace of God?
Than to be the lights of the world, ftars in
Chrift’s right hand, the meflengers or angels
of the churches, and the glory of Chrift?
Moreover, confider that this wark well per-
formed is deferving of efteem from men;
they that labour in the word and doétrine are
worthy of double bonours, of an honourable
maintenance, and of honourable refpet;
they are to be received with gladnefs, and had
in reputation ; and to be known, owned, and
acknowledged by thofe over whom they are
as fathers, guides, and governors: and to be
highly efteemed for their works fake: add to
all this, that thisis a work, in which God is
with his minifters, and they with him; for
fays the apottle Y, we are labourers together
with God, ye are God's bufbandry, ye are
God's building ; the churches are God’s huf-
bandry, and to be manured and cultivated,
planted and watered; which is a laborious
work, and conftantly to be attended to; and
nothing can be done to any purpofe, and

with
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with any effe@, but thro’ the prefence and
blefling of God ; meither is be that plunteth
any thing, neither be that watereth, which
to do is the work of gofpel-miniflcrs, but
Ged that giveth the Increafe’; and a: the
people of God, in a church-flate, arc his
building, and who are to be edificd and huilt
upon their mofl holy fuith; excope the Lord
burld the boufe, they lobour in wain that build
it ®; but when his minifters go {oith in his
name and ftrength, preaching his gofpel, and
he graats his gracious prefence and alliftance,
and he the Lord is working with them’, they
go on in their wotk with cheantulucts and
fuccefs.

Secondly, Confider the feveral parts of dhis
work you are called unto and cngaped in,
which are to be performed by you, and e
as follow ;.

t. The miniftration of the word, which
is a principal part of the work of a minifter
of Chrift; the apoflles, and fieft preachers of
the gofpel, befides the fpititual, had the fe-
cular affairs of the church upon their hands,
which lying too heavy on thain, they de-
fired to be eafed, by appomtmy, proper por-
foas to teke care of the laticr, that fo they
ivight give themivlves up wholly aud con-
stamily to prayer, and iv the minifiry of the

word
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word™: Now confider what that is, that i3
to be miniftred, it is the word of God, and
not man; which, as it demands the attention
of the hearer, fo the afliduous application of
the preacher: it is the gofpel that is to be
preached, the good news and glad tidings of
peace, pardon, righteoufnefs, and falvation
by Chridt; it is the gofpel, which is given in
commiffion to preach; it is the glorious gof-
pel of the blefled God, which minifters are
entrufted with ; and there is a woe upon
them, if they preach itnot; they are appoint-
ed minifters of the new teftament, not of the
law, the killing letter, the miniftration of
condemnation and death, but of the gofpel,
the quickening fpirit, the miniftration of the
fpirit, of righteoufnefs and of life: confider,
that only the pure unmixed gofpel of Chrift
is to be preached, the fincere milk of the
word, unadulterated, and clear of all human
mixtures; it is not to be blended and cor-
rupted with the doétrines of men : the word
of God is not to be handled craftily ; the hid-
den things of difhonefty are to be renounced,
and the manifeftation of the truth is to be
made to every man’s confcience, in the fight
of God : and the whole of the gofpel is to be
delivered; no truth of it is to be dropped,
concealed, or kept back, upon any pretence
whatever, tho’ it may be difpleafing to fome ;

fuch a queflion is never to be admitted and
' reafoned

» Al 4.
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reafoned upon one moment in your private
fludies and preparations, whether fuch a
truth you are meditating upon will be pleaf
ing or difpleafing? for if youn feck to pleafe
men, you will not be the fervant of Chrift;
the only thing to be confidered is, isit truth?
if it is, fpeak it out, without fear of man ; and
tho’ it may be traduced as irrational, or liccn-
tious, and be loaded with reproach, and chir-
ged with dangerous confequences; yca, it
may be urged, that admitting it to be truth,
fince an ill ufe may be made of it, it fhould
not be preached; but let nonc of thefe things
move you, preach truth, every truth, and
leave it with the God of truth, who will take
care of it, and ufe it to his own ends and pur-
pofes. Confider, that Chrift is the fum and
fubftance of the gofpel-miniftry ; and that he,
as to his perfon, offices, and grace, is chicfly
to be infifted upon ; we preach not ourfeturs,
but Chrift Fefus the Lord®; as the anointed
prophet, prieft, and king; as Jefus the alonc
faviour ; as the Lord our Righteoufnefs, even
Cbrift crucified, and flain for the fins of men ;
tho’ fuch preaching may be o fumbling block
to fome, and foolifbnefs to others®. The
great apoftle Paul, who well undcrflood
the nature and import of the gofpel-miniftry,
declares, that be determincd not to know any
thing, thatis, not to mnake known, or preach
any thing, fave Fefus Chrift, and bim cruci-

Sedy
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fied? ;5 and as Chrift is the alpha and omega
of the feriptures, fo he thould be of all your
difconrfes and fermons ; whatever fubjeét you
are upon, keep Chrift in your eye, and let it
appear, fome way or other, it has a connex-
ion with him, and centers in him. The gof-
pel to be preached, is the gofpel of the grace
of God; and it is fometimes called the
grace of God itfelf ; the do@rines of it are
the dotrines of free-grace, and declare, thatthe
{alvation of men, from firft to laft, and in all
the parts of it, is of grace, and not of works;
and thefe are to be faithfully difpenfed, as
that the firft ftep to the falvation of men, the
choice of them to it, is of grace, and not of
works ; that men are juftified freely by the
grace of God, through the redemption that is
in Chrift Jefus, and not by the works of the law;
that the full forgivenefsof fins, tho by the blood
of Chritt, is according to the riches of God’s
grace; and that eternal life is the free gift of
God, through Jefus Chrift our Lord: Yea,
every truth that is contained in the feriptures,
and is agreeable to them, s to be preached ;
for all feripture is profitable for dotirines ; from
thence it is to be fetched, and by it to be {up-
ported and maintained ; this is the (tandard
of faith and praltice; and as itis by this the
hearers of the word are to try what they hear,
and judge whether things are right or wrong,
they hear; fo this fhould be the rule to mi-

C nifters
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nifters to preach by; o the law and to the
toflimony, if they [peak not according to this
word, it is becaufe there is no light in them™.
The dofirinal part of the fcriptare is more
efpecially to be attended to, becaufc that 18
the food with which the flock and church of
God is to be fed, by thofe who are the paft-
ors and overfeers of it ; and thercfore, as they
fhould take heed to themfilves, and to the
flocks under their care, o to thcir dodlrine;
that it be fonnd doétrine, pure, and incor-
corrupt; that it be intircly agrecable to
the facred writings; that it be the dodlvine of
Chrift, which comes from lim, and # con=
cerning him; that it be fuch as was preached
by his apottles, and is contained in their dif-
courfes and epiftles; and that it be according
to godiinefs : though not the dottrincs of the
gofpel only are to be preached, but the dutics
of religion are alfo to be inculcated in their
gropcr place and courfi;, and to be prefled on
elievers upon gofpel-principles and motives;
the churches are to be taught to obferve all
things which Chrift has commanded, cvery
ordinance of his, and every duty cnjoined,
both with refpeét to God and men; funts are
to be put in mind to be rcady to every goad
work ; und tholc that have believed in God,
are to be charzed to be carcful to maintain
goad works for neceflary ules 5 every doctrine
and every duty, in their tarns, are to be infift-
ed

5 I, viii. ze.
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ed on, throughout the circle of the evangelic
miniftry.

337 Let controverfy, as little as may be, be
brought into the pulpit; controverfial fer-
mons, when beft managed, are gencrally un-
edifying ones to the people in common; tend
to damp the true fpirit of religion and devo-
tion, which is the defign of preaching the
word to excite; and ferve to entangle, per-
plex, and confound weak minds; objetions
are often flarted to be folved, which are not
cafily done; by which means captious per-
{ons, and fuch as are difinclined to receive the
truth, are furnithed with them, who other~
wife would not; and fometimes the folutions
of fuch objections are not quite fatisfactory to
the friends of truth, and f{o rather tend to
ftagger than to eftablith:- Upon the whole, it
is beft to preach the pure truths of the
gofpel in the plaineft manner, and endeavou:
to illuftrate and confirm them by feripture-
teftimonies, and by reafonings drawn from
thence, and leave them with their native evi-
dence upon the minds of men.

Now confider, that all this is to be done
compleatly, conftantly, and confiitently 5 the
gofpel is to be preached fullv, as it was by
the apoftle Paul®, according to the meafure
of the gift of grace given; and when a man
preaches the whole gofpel of Chrift, and de-
tivers out all the doCtrines of it, and urges to

C 2 all
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all the duties relative to it, and declares the
whole counfel of God ; then may he be faid
to do the work of an evangelift, and to make
full proof of his miniftry, and to fulfil the
miniftry which he has received of Chrift:
and this is to be done conftantly ; thefe things,
fays the apoftle, I will that thou affirm con+
flantly * ; the truths, before fpoken of, con-
cerning the flate of God’s people in unre-
generacy, the loving kindnefs of God to
them in their redemption by Chrift, the fav-
ing them by the wathing of regencration, the
juftification of them by the free grace of God,
and their heirfhip and title to cternal life, upon
that; the word, muft be preachad in feafon,
and out of feafon, as often as opportunity of-
fers; and the minifters of Chrift mufl be
fledfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing their labour
is not in vain in the Lord: and carc fhould
be taken, that this work is done confiflently;
that the miniftry is uniform, and all of a-
piece; that there is no contradition, no yca
and nay in it; otherwife great confufion will
be created in the minds of hearers, and they
will be thrown into the utmoft parplexity,
not knowing what to belicve, or reccive;
for if the trumpet gives an uncertain found,
wbo flall prepare bimfelf to the battel v ?

2. Anoiher pat of the work to be per-
formed by you, is the adminiftration of gof-
pel-

v i & 1 Cor. xiv.- 8.
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pel-ordinances, and they are principally bap~
tifm and the Lord’s fupper : the adminiftra-
tion of baptifm goes along with the miniftry
of the word ; fuch, who have a. commiffion
from Chrift to teach and inftru€t men in di-
vine things, have a commiflion alfo to baptize
thofe, who are taught and inftructed by them,
in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghoft; nor have any other a right
to do it : fome have thought that Phbilip who
baptized the cunuch and others, was Pb:lip
the deacon; but be it fo, he was an evange-
lift alfo, a preacher of the gofpel, as it is
plain he was; and therefore he baptized, not
by virtue of his office as a deacon, but as a
teacher and a preacher of the word of God.
The apoftle Pau! indeed fays, Chrift fent me
not to baptize, but to preach the gofpel™; but
then his meaning is, that he was not fent
only to baptize, or this was not the principal
part of his miniftry ; it was chiefly to preach
the gofpel, tho’ not to the exclufion of the
adminiftration of ordinances ; nor does he fay
this, as thinking, or fpeaking meanly of the
ordinance of baptifm ; but becaufe fome per-
fons had made an ill ufe of their being bap-
tized by him ; and were ready to boaft of it,
as if they were baptized in his name. It is
incumbent on you, to adminifter this ordi-
nance to the perfons which are defcribed in
the word of God, and of which there arc ex~

amples
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amples in it, and in the manner thercin di-
rected to, and practifed. The ordmance of
the Lord’s fupper, being an ordinance inthe
church, is to beadminiftred by the paflor of
it ; fuch who break the bread of life in the
miniftry of the word, are to break the bread
in the ordinance of the fupper: the apoflle
Paul broke bread to the dilciples, to whom
he preached ; and this ordinance is to he ad-
mibiftred frequently, as is fuggefted in thofe
words, as often as ye eat this bread, &, ¥,
in it the fufferings of Chrift thould he de-
fcribed, and his love fet forth in the moll
moving and pathetic flrains ; and he be repre
fented as crucified and flain, in as lively a
manner, as the adminiftrator is capable of,

3. Another part of your work, is to take
care of the difcipline of the houfe of God,
for tho’ every thing is to be done by the vote
and fuffrage of the church, the power of dif-
cipline being lodged in it by Chrift, the head
of it ; yet the executive part of it will lic
chiefly upon you ; tho’ none are to be admit
ted to, or excluded from the Communion i
the church, but according to its voice, ang
with its confent; yet it fhould be greatly
your concern, to examine things clofely, whe-
ther the perfons are fit to be received or re-
jected ; and to take care, that nothing be
done thro’ favour or affection, and with par-

tiality.

x y Cor, 11, 26.
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tiality. Paftors of churches have a rule and
government committed to them ; they are fet
over others in the Lord ; they are not indeed
to lord it over God’s heritage, to rule them
in an haughty and imperious manner, but
according to the laws of Chrift; which they
are carefully to obferve, and point out to the
church, and fee that they are put in execu-
tion; in doing which their government
chiefly lies; you are therefore to take care,
that every thing in the church be done de-
cently, and in order, and according to the
rule of the divine word: particularly, care
fhould be taken that no cafe in difference, of
a private nature, be brought into the church
before the rule is obferved, which Chrift has
given in reference to fuch a cafe; that the of-
fended brother thould firft tell the offender
of his fault alone, and endeavour to convince
him of it ; and if he thould not fucceed, then
to take one or two more, and try by them to
bring him to an acknowledgement ofit; but, if
after all, he is obftinate and incorrigible, then
bring it to the church?. But as for thofe
that /ir openly, that are guilty of notorious and
fcandalous crimes, in a public manner, tothe
great difgrace of religion, as well as grief
of the church, thefe are to be rebuked before
all, without any more to do, that others may
Jear *: the feveral rules to be attended to,
jith refpe@ to church-difcipline, you are
1 to
¥ Mat xvii. 15, 10, 17. 7 | Tir. v, 20
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to inculcate to the church, at proper times,
and on proper occafions ; as to admonith per-
fons guilty of immorality and error, to with-
draw from thofe that walk diforderly, after all
methods taken to reclaim them are vain and
fruitlefs, and 20 rejelt an beretic, after the firft
and fecond admonition* when without effe&t.

4. Another part of your work, is to vifit
the feveral members of the church, as their
cafes may require, efpecially when diftrefled,
either in body or mind; then to pray with
them, and for them, to fpeak a word of com-
fort to them, and give them your hefl coun-
fel and advice; and this will introduce you
into divers families; but take care not to
meddle with family-affairs; what you heac
and fee in one family report it not in another;
this may be attended with bad confequences :
and whatever differences may arife between
one and another, interfere as little as poflibles
chufe rather that differences between mem-
bers be compofed by other perfons, the offi-
cers of the church, than by you, that no pre-
judices be entertained againft your miniflry ;
and particularly be careful to avoid that fcan-
dalous pradtice, the difgrace of the pulpit;
bringing matters of difference into it, whether
between yourfelf or others, or whether be-
tween one member and another, one fide of
which you may incline to take; for why

fhould
* 2 Thefl. i1, 6, Tit. iii. 5o,
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fhould the peace and edification of a whole
community be deftroyed, thro’ the noife and
din of private quarrels ? As this is a practice
exceeding mean, it is very unbecoming the
gofpel of peace, and the minifters of it,
Moreover, you will be called upon fometimes
to vifit fick perfons, who are not members
of the church ; and who may be ftrangers to
the grace of God, and the way of falvation
by Chrift; and who have been either profane
perfons, or refting upon their civility and mo-
rality, pleafing themfelves, that they have
wronged no man, and have done that which
is right between man and man ; and now in
dying circumftances, hope, on this account,
things will be well with them; and whofe
relatives may be afraid of your faying any
thing to interrupt this carnal peace ; yet, be
faithful, labour to fhew the one and the
other their wretched and undone ftate by na-
ture; the neceffity of repentance towards God,
and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, in his
blood, rightecoufnefs, and atoning facrifice,
for peace, pardon, juflification, and falvation.
This is a Cale, I aflure you, will requirc a
good deal of care, judgment, and faithful-
nefs. And now, 1 doubt not, but by this
tise you will be ready to fay, who is fufficient
Jor th.fe things *? Wherefore,
Thirdly, Confider the gualifications nece

fary to the performance of the minifterl(.

D work 3
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work, and what things are requifitc and ufe-
ful for the due difcharge of it: and here let
it be obferved, that there are fomc things
which are ferviceable and ufeful in it, which,
properly (peaking, are not the qualifications
for it ; as for inftance, the grace of God is a
pre-requifite to this work ; it is highly pro-
per, that thofe who are engaged init, fhould
be partakers of it in truth: yet grace is not
the minifterial qualification ; for this is what
all the faints bave in common, the graces of
the fpirit, faith, hope, and love; they all
obtain like precious faith, for nuture, kind,
and object, tho’ not to the fame degree, one
as another ; they are all called in onc hope of
their calling, by the fame grace, to the
fame glory; and they are all taught of God
to love God, Chri, and one another; yet
this does not qualify them for minifters of the
word ; if grace was a minifterial qualification,
all the Lord’s people would be what Mofes
withed they were, even all of them prophcts.
Human learning is very ufeful and ferviccable
to a minifter of the gofpel; to have fuch a fhare
of it, as to be capable of reading the feriptures
in the original tongues in which they were
written ; and by means of knowledge of kan-
guages, to be able to read the writings of
many excellent good men, written therein,
to their profit and advantage; as well as to
know the ufe of words, and the propriety of

fpeech : and fuch who are called to the work
of
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of the miniftry, who have not had a liberal
education, and yet have ime and leifure, are
not eafily to be excufed, if they do not make
ufe of their tiine, and thofe means that may
be had to improve themfelves in ufeful know-
ledge ; and yet, after all, the higheft attain-
ments in human literature are not minifterial
qualifications ; for a man may be able to read
the bible in the languages in which it was
written, and yet not underftand the things
contained in it; foritis a fealed book, which
when put into the hands of a learned man to
read and interpret, he cannot, becaufe it is
fealed. Good natural parts are of great fer-
vice and ufe to a minifter of the word ; as to
have a clear underftanding, a folid judgment,
a lively fancy, a fruitful invention, and a re-
tentive memory ; but thefe a man may have,
and yet not be fit to be a minifter of the gof-
pel ; yea, men may have all the above things,
grace, learning, and natural parts, and not
be qualified forthis work. The apottle Paul
bad all of them; he was a man of good na-
tural parts, which his adverfaries perceived
and owned ; bis letters, fay they, are mighty
and powerful <, wrote in a mafculine ftyle,
and full of ftrong reafonings, and nervous argu-
ments ; he had a large fhare of human litera-
ture, being brought up at the feet of Gama-
Jiel, in all the learning of the Fews, and of
jer  nations ; and he alfo was called by the

D2 grace

t 2 Cor. x. 12,
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grace of God; yet he does not afcribe hjg
being a minifter of the gofpel to cither, or g}
of thefe, but to a giff which he had recciveq.
a chuliar gift, fitting and qualifying him fo;
this important work; for, fpeaking ol the
gofpel, he fays, @ awbercof Iawas made a nriy;.
fler according to the gift of the arace of Gog
tven unto me; with which agree the wordg
of the apottle Peter ¢, as cvery one bas recerp.
ed the gift, even o minifler the fame one 4
anotber : in fome this gift may be greater, in
others lefs ; but in all where it is, it more op
Jefs qualifies for the fervice of the miniflvy
baving then gifts, differing according (o the
grace that is grven unto us, whether proplecy,
let us prophefy, according to the proportion or
analogy of faithf; thatis, let usinterpret the
fcriptuics, or preach the word, agreeable to
the tenor of it: Now this gift lics in 2 com-
petent knowledge of the feriptures, and of the
things contained in them, and of a faculty of
interpreting them to the edification of others;
for the work of evangelical paftors or teachers
isto feed the churches with knowiedge and un-
derflanding ® 5 which, unlefs they have a
confiderable fhare of themfclves, they will
not be able to do with any profit and advan-
tage to others: thefe are fpiritual men, who
having fpiritnal gifts, are capable of making
judgment of all things neceflary to be known
unto

¢ Eph. sii. 7. st Pet.iv. 10, f Rom. xii. 4.
€ for. tile 13-
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unto falvation ; of this knowledge and of this
gift the apoftle is fpeaking, when he fays®,
Whereby when ye read ye may underfiand my
knowledge in the myflery of Chrifi. But now,
befides this fthare of knowledge and furniture
of tae mind, there muft be a capacity of ex-
preiling it to others, to make up the mini-
fterial qualification; 2 man muft not only
have wherewith to teach others, or matter to
inftrudt them in, but he muft be capable of
doing it in an apt and fuitable manner, that
tends to edification; which the apoftle means
by utterance, which is a gift, and by mens
being able to teach others alfo, and by being
apt to teacht; for it fignifies little what a man
knows, or how great focver is the furniture
of his mind, or the largenefs of his ideas,
and the compafs of his knowledge, if he is
not capable of cloathing his ideas with apt
and fuitable words to convey them to the un-
derftanding of others. So then this gift con-
filts of koowledge and elocution ; and on
whomfoever this gift is beftowed, whether
on a gracious or a gracelefs perfon, on a fobn
or a ‘fudas *; or whether on a learned or un-
learned
b Epk. iil. 4. 'Eph. vi. 19, 2 Tim. @i 2. 1 Tim. iii. z.
¥ Fudes had the fame call and miffion from Chrift to preach
the gofpel with the relt” of the apofles ; and had the fame
gifts erdinary and exuraoidinary qualifying for ic; and be-
Raved fo well in is oflice, that the reft of the difciples rather
diftrufted themfelves than him, on Chrilt’s declaring, onc of
them fhould betray him, faying cach, i it 1?2 Mact. x. s—8.
and xxvi. 21, 22 Aud, the’ Iam of opinion, that for the
mefl payt, God gives ipecial grace e thofe on whom be be-
flow:

$
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learned man, on a Paul or a Peter; on a man
of good natural parts or one of a mcaner ca-
pacity ; that is it that qualifies for the mini-
ftry; where indeed grace, learning, and na-
tural parts all meet together in a man with
this gift, they make him a very confiderable
and diftinguithed man. Now, therc are va-
rious things that are requifite, in order to the
due and regular exercife of this gift to ufcful-
nefs.

1. There muft be a call to the exercife of
it: befides the inward call or difpofition of the
mind to fuch fervice, and which muft be
fubmitted to others; for the fpirit of the pro-
phets is fubject to the prophets®; there mu(t be
an outward call by the church : it being noti-
fied to it by fome means or another, that fuch
anone is thought to have a gift for the mini-
ftry, the church calls him to the exercife of
it, tries his gift, and judges of it; and upon
approbation, fuch are feparated and fent forth
into the miniftry, as Sex/ and Barnabas
were ; for no modeft man will take this ho-
nour to himfelf, or thruft himfelf into this
work, unlefs he is called to it ; tho’ in this

rambling age of ours, there are many run
who

ftows gifts for the miniftry, yet not always ; as the inftances
in Matt. vii, 22, 23. Phil, 1. 15, 16. fhew, and is a Cafe
the apoftle fuppoies, 1 Cor. ix. 27, and xiii. 1, 2, and fuch
may be the means of the converfion and edification of men;
the reafon of which is, itis the word of God they preach,
and God can and does make ufe of his own word, to fuch
purpofes, by what inftruments he pleafes.
iy Cor. xiv. 22,
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who were never fent, and take upon them
this work, without having a gift qualifying
them for it, or a call from God or men unto
it,

2. Where there is a gift, diligence and in-
dufiry muft be ufed to improve it ; for other-
wife it may decline, become lefs, and in
length of time ufelefs, yea, may be entirely
loft or taken away; for gifts are not like
grace ; grace, tho’ it may decline as to ex-
ercife, can never be loft ; but gifts may, as
appears from the parable of the zalents, by
which I underftand minifterial gifts; theman
that had one talent wrapped it up in a napkin,
and hid it in the earth, that is, he negleCted
it, and made no ufe of it ; wherefore orders
are given to take it from him, and give it to
others ; for unto every one that bath fball be
given, and be fball bave abundance ; every onc
that hath a gift, and is diligent and conftant
in the ufe of it, that fhall increafe; but from
him that bath not, who, tho’ he has a gift,
is as if he had none, negle@ing to cultivate
it, and make ufe of it, fLall be taken away,
cven that which be batb . Gifts, like fome
metals, unlefs frequently ufed, become rufty
and good for nothing ; hence the exhortation
of the apoftle Timothy not to negle&, but r¢
Sir up the gift of God that was in him ™, as
you ftir up coals of fire, that they may give
more light and heat ; fo gifts by ufe become
brighter and brighter, and more beneficial.

3. Faith-

! Mast. xxv, 29. » g Tim, iv. 14, 2 Tim. L 6.
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. Faithfulnefs is neceflary to the due exer-
cife of this gift; thofe that have it, are, or
thould be, good flewards of the manifld grace
of God 5 and now it is reguired in flewards,
that a man be found faithful®; to difpenft the
myfteries of God, of which they are ftewards,
unto others ; and when God bas counted a than
Jaithful, putting him into the miniflry°, he
ought to continue faithful to him that has
put him intoit, to the fouls of men com-
mitted to his care, and to the gofpel, and the
truths of it he is entrufted with, ~ For be that
bath my word, let bim [peak my word faithful-
by, what is the chaff to the wheat fuith the
Lord of hofis® 2

4. Wifdom and prudence are alfo very re-
quifite in the exercife of this gift, bothin the
choice of fubjects, and in the manner of
treating them ; 2 man that is a_ffeward muit
be wife as well as faithful, to give to cvery
one of the houthold their portion of meat in
due feafon 93 and a man that labours in the
word and dotrine fhould be fkilful in the
feriptures, that be may rightly divide the word
of truth*; and he that has to do with perfons
in various cafes, and different circumftances,
had need to have the underftanding and songue
of the learned to [peak a word in [cafon to bim

that is weary .

5o Mini~
® g Pet iv.10. 1 Corciv.z,  ©1 'Tim. i 12, P Jer,
r2 Tim, il 13, s If.

xxiit. 28. ¢ Luke xii. 42,

. 4
1
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5. Minifters of the word ought to be care-
ful of their lives and converfations ; or other-
wife, let their gifts be what they may,
they will become ufelefs and unprofitable ;
they thercfore thould zake beed to themfelves *,
to conduct and behave becoming their work
and office ; and fo to walk as to be an exam-
ple of the beligvers, in word, in converfation,
in charity, in [pirit, in faith, in purity®; and
to take care they give no offence to the church,
nor to the world, zhat the minifiry be not bla-
med ¥ ; for it is a moft thameful thing, that
they which teach athers not to fin, but to
guard againtt it, thould be guilty of the fame
themfelves ; fee Rom. ii. 23, 24. where the
apoftle enlarges on this fubject.
~ Fourtbly, Confider the means that are to
be made ufe of for the cultivation and im-

rovement of the minifterial gift; and for
the better difcharge of the work and office to
which you have been called and ordained,
The direGions the apoftle gives to Timotby
on this head, are well worthy of your notice,
and fhould be clofely purfued ; give attend~
ance to reading, to exbortation, ta dofirine.—
Meditate on thefe things, give thyfelf wholly to
them, that thy profiting may appear to all *;
in the firft and chiet place ftudy the bible,
read that attentively, compare one paflage
with another, fpiritual things with fpiritual,
E parallel

t A&s xx. 28. ® g Tia. iv 32, # 2 Cor. vi. 3,
* 1 'Tim. iv. 13, 15.
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parallel places together; and particularly thofe
that are more dark and obfcure with thofe
that are more clear and plain ; that thereby
you may know more of the mind of the
fpirit of God and Chrift in the facred
pages; for the infpired writings are profitable
Jor doftrine, for reproof, for correltion, for
inflruction in righteoufnefs, that the man of
God may be perfel?, thoroughly furnifbed unto
all goo/ worksY ; for thefe will furnith out
fufficient matter, both for things doirinal
and pratical, to be infiftcd on in the mini-
ftry of the word ; and with whatfocver may
be neceffary for the difcharge of the minifte-
rial office. Read alfo the writings of good
men, for thefe are not preferved and tranf-
mitted to pofterity for nothing, but for ufe;
but then read them with care and caution, as
human writings, liable to miftakes, and,
having their imperfetions ; compare them
with the word of God, and fo far as they
agree with that, and are confiftent with
themfelves, regard them, and not otherwife.
Meditate much on divine things, on the fcrip-
tures, and the doltrines contained in them:
it is the character of every good man, that he
meditates in the law *, or dofrine of the
Lord continually ; and he finds his account
in it; his meditation of God, of Chrift, and
of {piritual things is fwees ®, and delightful to
him ; and much more thould it be the conftant

work

v 2'fim. iii. 16, 17, *PLi 2. 2Pf civ. 34,
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work and employment of a minifter of the
word. Luther, as I remember, it is faid of
him, that he ufed to fay, °¢ meditation, temp-
“ tation, and prayer, make a divine.” For
prayer is alfo very neceffary to be frequently
tepeated, fince this goes along with the mi-
niftry of the word, and is fo very ufeful in
refpet of it.  The apoftles defired to be eafed
of the worldly concerns of the church, that
they might give up themfelves to prayer, as
well as to zhe minifiry of the word*; and to
the former in order to the latter. Minifters
of the gofpel fhould pray often, not only in
public, but in private ; not only for others,
but for themfelves ; that they might be more
qualified for their work, as well as be more
fuccefsful in it; that they might have more
fpiritual light, knowledge, and underftand-~
ing, and be more capable of inftrutting and
feeding the people under their care; that
they might have the eyes of their underftand-
ings more enlightened, to behold the wonder-
ful things that are in the law, or dottrine of
the Lord; and be better-able to point them
out to others.

Fifthly, Confider on the onec hand the dif-
ficulties and difcouragements that attend the
minifterial work ; and on the other hand, the
encouragcments to proceed on in it.

5. The difficulties and difcouragements
that attend it; thefe, 1 would obferve, nut

E 2 @
2 AQsvi 4.
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to diftrefs you in, or deter you from your
work ; but that, when you meet with them,
they may not feem as tho’ fome ftrange or un-
common thirg bad happened unto you.
There are fome, which come from within a
man’s felf; from in-dwelling fin, from a
law in the members warring againft the law
of the mind; you will find when you would
do good, evil is prefent with you, as particu-
larly to hinder you in the purfuit of your ftu-
dies; you will find a kind of flothfulne(s and
difinclination to the work; nay, fometimes
when the fpirit is willing the fleth will be
weak ®, and will make excufes to put off
preparation for it to another time. Some-
times you will be in darknefs, and under di-
vine defertions, and be in very uncomforta-
ble frames; yet ftill you muft go on, and
prepare, in the beft manner that you can, for
inftru@ing and comforting others; this is
hard and difficult work, but it muft be done:
and difficulties and difcouragements fome-
times arife from Satan’s temptations, who is
very bufy with all good men, efpecially with
minifters of the gofpel : he defired to have
Peter in his hands ; he buffeted the apoftle
Paul; he levels his arrows at thofe who are
the moft fruitful, flovrithing, and ufefui ; as
the archers that {hot at Yofeph, that fruitful
bough by a well, and grieved him, though

his bow abode in ftrength, the arms of his
hands

b Mate xxvi. 41,
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hands being made ftrong by the mighty God
of Faceb. You muft expe@ Satan’s tempta-
tions ; he will tempt you to that which is un-
becoming your charatter and office; he will
tempt you perhaps to entertain groundlefs
jealoufies of one or other of the members of
the church ; he will tempt you to drop your
miniftry, or however in this place, and to
do it in a pet and bumour: thefe, and fuch
like temptations, fhould be guarded againtt.
Other difcouragements will arife from the
world, and the men of it, from their revi-
lings and reproaches, wrath, tage, and perfe-
cutions in one fhape or other; but none of
thefe things fhould move you from your work,
or caufe you to defert it. Remember you are
chofen, and called to be a foldier of Jefus
Chrift, and, as a good one, fhould endure
hardnefs, hard words, and bard ufage, for
his fake: yea, the difficulties and difcourage-
ments of gofpel-minifters are increafed by
profeflfors of religion themfelves; not only
by thofe of other communities, who may tra-
duce and fpeak ill of fuch, who are not alto-
gether of the fame principles with themfelves,
but by the members of the churches over
which they are paftors; fome of which are
very weak and imprudent, and oftentimes
make a minifter very uncomfortable and un-
eafy by their words and aions; tho’ thefe
things fhould be confidered as their weak-
nefles and infirmities, and to be bore with ;

Jor
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Jor we that are firong ought to bear the infir-
mities of the weak, and not pleafe ourfelves©;
yet thefe muft be reckoned among a mini-

fter’s difficulties and difcouragements; but,
2. You are to confider the encouragements
to go on in your work, notwithftanding what
may be met with in it which is difficalt and
difcouraging ; and which is a fuperabundant
counterbalance to that. Remember the gra-
cious promifes Chrift has made of his pre-
fence with his minifters, and of his pro-
tection of them, and of his afliftance in their
work, and of a reward, tho’ not of dcbt, yet
of grace, that fhall be given them: hc has
promifed he will be with his minitters in fuc-
ceflive generations, unto the end of the world,
to fupply and fupport them ; he holds them in
his right hand, and will not fuffer any to fet
upon them, to hurt them, until they have
done the work he has called them to, and is
defigned to be done by them; his power and
grace are fufficient to bear them vp in, and
carry them thro’ whatever fervice be engages
themin; his ftrength is made perfe in theic
weaknefs, and as their day is, their ftrength
is; fo he has promifed, and fo he performs.
Remember and confider, that they that be
wife, and teach and inftru@ others, fhall
Shine as the brightnefs of the firmament in the
kingdom-ftate ; and they that turn many to
righteoufnefs, or juftify many, by teaching the
dottrine

¢ Rem. xv. 1,
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doGrine of juftification, or directing fouls to
the righteoufnefs of Chrift alone for it, fhall
be as the flars for ever and ever 4 ; that thofe
who have taken good heed to their flocks,
over which the Holy Ghoft hath made them
overfeers, and have faithfully fed them, and
carcfully watched over them, wbhen the chief
Soepberd fhall appear fhall receive a crown of
Zlory, that fadeth not away< ; and will hear
from Chrift, well done good and faitbful fer-
vant, enter thow into the joy of thy Lord".

But I proceed to obferve,
IL. The prayer or wifh of the apoftle for
Timothy, that the Lord would give him un-
derflanding in all things; and upon this I
thall be very thort ; only drop a few things by
way of explanation of it: and by @/l things,
in which he defires he might have an under-
ftanding, he does not mean all things natural
and civil ; indeed the underftanding of all fuch
things comes from God ; every good and per-
Jeét gift in nature, or in providence, as well
as in grace, comes from the father of lights®;
all the wifdom and knowledge which Beza-
leel and Aholiab had for devifing and working
curious works for the taberpacle, were of
God; he put it into their hearts, and filled
them with wifdom, knowledge, and under-
ftanding in thefe things; yea, even all the un-
derftanding the ploughman has in ploughi?]g
I the

¢ Dan. xii, 4. €1 et v. 4. fMatt. xxv. 21.
& Jam.1i.17.
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the ground, and breaking the clods, and har-
rowing them, and in fowing his feed, is all
from God; he inftru&s him o difcretion ; this
comes from him wbho is wonderful in counfel,
and excellent in working ®; and fo the fameo
may be faid of knowledge of all natural and
civil things, of all arts and {ciences, liberal and
mechanic: and indeed a minifter of the word
had need to be acquainted with all things in
nature and civil life, thoroughly to under-
ftand all things contained in the fcriptares of
truth ; fince there are fuch a variety of meta-
phors, and fo many allufions to things natu-
ral and civil; and fuch an adorable fulnefs
in them, as Tertullian exprefles it. But the
apoftle, no doubt means underftanding in
fpiritual things, in the feriptures, in the doc-
trines and myfteries of grace. The under-
ftanding of man is naturally dark as to thofe
things; it is the Lord that gives men an un-
derftanding to know them, that opens their
hearts, and enlightens their minds by the
{pirit of wifdom and revelation, in the know-
ledge of thems for whatever underftanding
natural men may have of natural things, they
have none of fpiritual ones ; there is none that
underflandeth, there is none that feeketh after
Godi Now, befides the underftanding of
fpiritual things, which God gives in common
to his people, he gives to his minifters a lar-
ger underftanding of divine things, and ;])f
the

b If. xxviii. 26. 29, ! Rom. iii. 12. '
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the fcriptures and the truths of them ; he
opens their underftandings, as Chrift did his
difciples, ~:r they may underftand the fcrip-
tures; he ;ives unto them to know the
myfteries ot the kingdom of heaven, to 3
greater degree than he docs to others ; and he
enlurges their underftandings, and increafes
their gifts, their light, and knowledge ;
which is what the apoftle in 2 more efpecial
manner prays for here, on the account of 7#-
mothy ; that he might be better inftruéted in
every thing relative to his office, as an evan-
ﬁclift and minifter of the word, and know
ow to behave in the church of God, which
Is the houfe of God, the pillar and ground
of truth; and which is the principal end of
his writing this, and the former epiftle to
him ¥, I have only one obfervation more to
make, and that is, that the claufe may be con-
fidered as an affertion, or a promife, and tbe
Lord will give thee underflanding in all things;
and fo is ufed as an encouragement to confi-
der well what had been faid, and to expeét a
richer furniture of knowledge, and a larger
meafure of fpiritual light and underftanding ;
and as Chrift gives more light to his people,
who are made light by him; and there is
fuch a thing as growing in grace, and in the
knowledge of Chrift, and of all fpiritual things,
in common chriftians ; and the path of the
juft is as the fhining light that fhines more
and more unto the perfet day; fo faithful
F minifters
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minifters of the word, who are diligent and
induftrious in their work, may expe&, and
be aflured, that God will give them an en-
larged knowledge and underftanding of di-
vine truths, and of every thing neceflary to
the due performance of that facred work they
are called unto, and holy office they are in-
vefted with, 1Ifhall clefe, as Ibegun, with
the words of my text, confider what I fay, or
have been faying ; confider the work of the
miniftry, that it is a work, and a laborious
one, yet honourable and deferving of efteem
from men; and that God will never leave
his fervants in it: confider the feveral parts
of it, as the miniftration of the gofpel, the
adminiftration of ordinances, the care of the
difcipline of Chrift’s houfe, and vifiting the
affliCted and diftrefled : confider the neceffary
qualifications for it, and the things that are
ufeful to the performance of it: confider the
means to be made ufe of to enable to
the better and more regular exercife of {piri-
tual gifts; and the difliculties and difcourage-
ments that, on the one hand, attend this work;
and, on the other, the encouragements to go
on in it; and the Lord give thee underfland-
ing in all things; in all divine and {piritual
things, in the truths of the gofpel, and in
every thing relative to your office, and the
due difcharge of it, you have this day been
invefted with. May the blefling of God reft
upon you, and may you have {uccefs in your
work,
F 1 N IS



